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At  Conference  Center  site 
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What  did 

When  people  ask  what  you  got  for 
Christmas,  you  can  say,  “a  lake  and 
a  dam!" 

Work  has  been  completed  on  the 
32-acre  lake  and  the  dam  at  the 
Conference  Center,  Dr.  Harvey 
Williamson,  project  coordinator,  re¬ 
ports. 

Now  work  can  begin  on  the  addi¬ 
tional  construction  at  the  Center 
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we  get  for  Christmas?  A  lake  and  a  dam! 


site  in  Woodworth,  La.  The  lake 
and  dam  were  initial  parts  of  phase 
one  of  the  building  plan.  Also  in¬ 
cluded  are  a  30,000  square  foot 
multi-purpose  building,  lodges  with 
32  rooms  each,  roads  and  parking 
areas  and  lighting  and  sewage  treat¬ 
ment  plant. 

All  of  this  is  being  built  with  do¬ 
nations  and  pledges  made  by  mem¬ 


bers  of  the  Louisiana  Conference. 
That’s  why  you  can  say  its  “your” 
lake  and  “your”  dam. 

Cursillo  will  donate  funds  for 
construction  of  a  chapel. 

Building  of  the  lake  and  dam 
started  Sept.  1.  The  project  includ¬ 
ed  the  clearing  of  the  area  for  the 
lake  as  well  as  the  clearing  and 
grubbing  of  the  area  for  the  dam. 


Also  included  in  the  contract  was 
provision  for  the  dam  earthwork, 
erosion  protection,  bridge  and  spill¬ 
way. 

The  lake  is  built  in  the  shape  of  a 
half  moon  and  will  be  visible  from 
all  the  buildings,  Williamson  said. 
They  will  be  located  on  one  of  the 
highest  spots  of  the  390  acres  that 
comprise  the  Center  site. 


The  lake  is  about  17  feet  deep 
near  the  dam  spillway  and  varies  in 
depth  from  6  to  1 7  feet. 

Williamson  said,  “The  lake  will 
be  the  focal  point  of  the  entire  Cen¬ 
ter  and  will  afford  a  beautiful  and 
restful  sight  to  all  activities  that  will 
eventually  take  place  at  these  facili¬ 
ties.” 
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The  half-moon  shaped  lake  at  the  Conference  Center  site  has  been 
completed.  It  will  be  the  focal  point  for  the  facility  and  will  add  to 
the  picturesque  scenery  of  the  area. 
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A 

schizophrenic 
nation 

As  I  write  these  words  (remember  the  column  has  to  be  in  two  weeks 
or  more  before  publication)  I  have  just  read  the  list  of  best  selling 
books  in  USA  Today. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  top  two  selling  books  are  Crossing 
the  Threshold  of  Hope  by  Pope  John  Paul  II  (No.  1)  and  Interview  with 
the  Vampire  by  Anne  Rice  (No.  2). 


It  is  intriguing  that  of  the  50  books  listed,  these  are  the  two  best  sell¬ 
ers  across  America.  What  does  it  say  about  our  culture  that  these  two 
books  top  the  list.  It’s  almost  as  though  we  are  a  schizophrenic  nation. 
We  are  very  interested  in  religion,  ethics  and  morality.  We  are  in¬ 
trigued  by  evil,  superstition  and  the  dark  side  of  life. 

As  we  begin  a  new  year,  I  pray  that  those  of  us  who  confess  Jesus 
Christ  as  Lord  and  who  are  members  of  His  church  will  seek  to  witness 
to  the  light  even  in  the  darkness.  By  this  I  mean  that  we  not  create  a 
dualism  in  our  life  where  religion  and  vampires  are  both  fantasies  that 
have  little  to  do  with  real  existence. - 

I  believe  that  the  birth  of  Jesus,  his  ministry,  death  and  resurrection, 
mean  there  is  no  part  of  life  excluded  from  the  light  and  love  of  God. 
Our  foremothers  and  forefathers  in  the  faith  talked  about  this  in  one 
version  of  the  Apostles  Creed  where  they  affirmed  that  after  Jesus's 
death,  “he  descended  into  hell.”  This  means  that  even  the  world  of 
darkness  received  the  light  and  love  of  Jesus  Christ. 


VISION  2000  Training,  )an.  7 ,  Centenary 

Churches  who  plan  get  results 


Churches  in  the  northern  part  of 
the  state  have  been  invited  to  send 
representatives  to  the  VISION  2000 
training  session  9  a.m.  to  4  p.m. 
Saturday,  Jan.  7,  at  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege  in  Shreveport.  Southern 
Church  participants  will  attend  the 
Jan.  21  session  at  Dillard  Universi¬ 
ty  in  New  Orleans. 

People  who  attend  the  sessions 
get  lots  of  ideas  they  can  use  back 
home  in  the  local  church.  Results  of 
last  year's  progress  was  reported  at 
Charge  Conferences. 

Round  Grove  UMC,  an  Inviting 
Congregation  in  Shreveport  Dis¬ 
trict,  this  past  year  distributed  fly¬ 
ers  to  nearby  apartments  inviting 
youth  and  adults  to  Vacation  Bible 
School.  Youths  greet  visitors  and 
also  serve  as  ushers  during  services. 
A  new  sign,  visible  in  the  communi¬ 
ty,  was  constructed. 

Members  of  Trinity  UMC  in 
Bunkie,  (Inviting),  made  their 
church  more  accessible  to  handi¬ 
capped  persons  and  enhanced  the 
beauty  for  everyone  through  land¬ 
scaping.  Special  services  are  now 
held  every  fifth  Sunday  at  night  for 
members  unable  to  attend  morning 
services  because  of  their  employ¬ 
ment.  The  media  was  used  to  publi¬ 
cize  church  events. 

First  UMC,  Baker,  (Celebrating) 
formed  a  committee  from  a  cross- 
section  of  the  church  to  restructure 


many  areas  of  the  worship  service. 
“Tradition  and  consistency”  were 
desired  by  all,  from  the  oldest  to  the 
youngest  members. 

Among  special  celebrations  were 
the  Easter  season  services  in  which 
children  placed  symbols  on  the  altar 
—  thirty  pieces  of  silver,  a  crown  of 
thorns  and  others.  This  was  mean¬ 
ingful  to  the  children  and  the  con¬ 
gregation.  Eighteen  acolytes  were 
enrolled  in  a  program  formerly  non¬ 
existent. 

Lea  Joyner  Memorial  UMC, 
Monroe,  (Serving)  enlarged  the  out¬ 
reach  locally,  nationally  and  global¬ 
ly.  A  “missionary  of  the  month” 
program  had  members  engaged  in 
hand-on  local  mission  work  such  as 
Operation  Hunger.  The  church  took 
a  Volunteers  in  Mission  team  to 
Juarez,  Mexico,  and  plan  to  return 
in  February.  They  also  are  partici¬ 
pating  in  a  VIM  Conference  in 
Oklahoma  to  expand  mission  op¬ 
tions. 

Benton  UMC,  Shreveport,  (Nur¬ 
turing)  recruited  teachers  and  pro¬ 
vided  additional  classroom 
resources.  Two  new  Sunday  school 
classes  were  formed.  Quarterly 
teacher  fellowship  and  training 
times  were  established.  Added  was 
a  Resource  Room  with  maps, 
equipment  and  other  materials  to 
help  teachers. 


The  spillway  and  the  dam  were  part  of  the  initial  project  at  the  site. 


Around  the  Conference 


Centenary  Choir  was  scheduled  to 
sing  Thursday,  Jan.  5,  7  p.m.  in 
Blackwater  UMC,  Willie  Petty  re¬ 
ported.  She  and  the  minister,  Rev. 
Doug  deGraiTenried  invited  people 
in  the  community  to  join  the  con¬ 
gregation  for  the  program  of  music. 
Dr.  Will  K.  Andress  has  directed  the 
choir  for  21  years.  During  the 
choirs  visit,  housing  and  breakfast 
in  the  homes  and  a  dinner  at  the 
church  are  provided  by  members  of 
Black-water. 
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Rev.  Samuel  Butler  had  some 
good  news  for  the  congregation  of 
Wesley  UMC,  New  Orleans  on  the 
156th  anniversary  of  the  church. 
Wesley  will  be  recognized  as  an  his¬ 
torical  landmark  and  a  plaque  will 
be  presented  during  the  Annual 
Conference  session  in  June.  Hon¬ 
ored  was  member.  Mary  Grant  on 
her  100th  birthday  which  was  close 
to  the  church’s  anniversary  date. 
Cochairs  of  the  celebration  were 
Melanie  Ransom  and  Steven  Cole. 

*  *  * 

The  Pony  Express  is  much  too 
slow  for  a  stewardship  campaign  in 
the  bayou  country.  That  is  why 
First  UMC,  Houma,  operated  the 
Gator  Express  for  their  campaign 
which  ended  in  December.  Pastor  is 
Rev.  Alan  Dee  Einsel. 


Louisiana  UM  team  shares  techniques,  receives  blessings  in  Cuba 


A  team  from  Louisiana,  the  first 
UM  group  to  visit  Cuba  since  the 
1994  crisis,  was  in  the  country  con¬ 
ducting  workshops  when  high  winds 
and  tides  from  the  destructive  Hur¬ 
ricane  Gordon  also  visited  the  is¬ 
land. 

Rev.  Tom  Howe  said,  “The 
storm,  however,  did  not  dampen 
the  spirits  of  the  participants.” 
Howe,  pastor  of  Cornerstone  UMC, 
New  Orleans,  led  the  group. 

During  the  nine-day  visit  to  Ha¬ 
vana  and  Mantazes  districts,  the 
team  touched  the  lives  of  over 
1 , 1 00  children  and  2,000  adults. 

Help  new  churches 

Purpose  was  to  help  the  new 
Methodist  church  in  Cuba  develop 
concepts  of  Vacation  Bible  School, 
clowning  and  puppeteering.  Several 
of  the  churches  have  since  appoint¬ 
ed  leaders  to  begin  those  new  minis¬ 
tries. 

“Children  are  the  same  wherever 
you  go,”  both  Rev.  Karl  Klaus,  as¬ 
sociate  pastor  of  Broadmoor  UMC, 
Baton  Rouge,  and  Diane  Howe 
observed.  In  each  church  there  were 
children  who  were  determined  to  be 
the  best  clowns  or  puppeteers. 

The  Louisiana  United  Method¬ 
ists  left  most  of  their  clown  supplies 
so  the  Havana  District  lay  leader 


could  use  them  for  a  district-wide 
group  he  was  forming  to  travel  to 
various  churches. 

Vacation  Bible  School  supplies 
were  given  to  the  Mantanzes  Dis¬ 
trict  Education  coordinator. 

Sanctuaries  full 

As  Suzanne  White,  a  member  of 
the  Louisiana  team,  mentioned,  “In 
almost  every  church  not  only  was 
the  sanctuary  full,  but  people  were 
standing  at  the  windows  and  out¬ 
side  the  doors  trying  to  be  a  part  of 
the  worship  experience  and  hear  the 
Good  News.”  She  said  it  reminded 
her  of  the  people  gathered  around 
Jesus.  “There  is  a  real  hunger  for 
the  Gospel  and  all  that  it  has  to 
say.” 

Given  to  Senor  Remond,  Confer¬ 
ence  treasurer,  was  the  special  gift 
offering  from  the  last  Louisiana  An¬ 
nual  Conference. 

Half  will  be  used  for  Sunday 
school  teacher  training  and  materi¬ 
als  and  the  rest  will  be  applied  to¬ 
ward  the  purchase  of  a  van  to  be 
used  in  the  ministry.  The  church  in 
Cuba  has  already  collected  more 
than  two-thirds  of  the  amount  need¬ 
ed  for  the  van,  Howe  said. 

Gift  to  Louisiana 

The  Cuban  church  also  made  a 


gift  to  the  Louisiana  Conference  — 
a  tape  recording  of  their  children 
and  youth  choir  music  (soon  to  be 
available  in  the  Conference  Re¬ 
source  Center). 

Since  his  visit  to  Cuba  last  year, 
Howe  noticed  that  conditions  have 
improved  in  the  Havana  and  Man¬ 
tanzes  areas.  “People  are  going  back 
to  work.  Cars  are  now  seen  on  the 
streets  and  the  food  supply  has  in¬ 
creased.  However,  the  interior  and 
eastern  ends  of  the  island  are  in  bad 
condition  —  worse  than  a  year 
ago.” 

Even  with  improving  conditions, 
times  are  still  difficult  for  the  peo¬ 


ple.  Items  Americans  consider  es¬ 
sential  are  either  not  available  or 
supplies  are  limited.  For  examples, 
toilet  paper  and  toilet  seats  are  dif¬ 
ficult  to  find.  A  family  is  allowed 
only  eight  aspirins  a  month  with  a 
doctor’s  prescription.  Meat  is  avail¬ 
able  but  expensive.  Clothing  is  dif¬ 
ficult  to  find. 


Need  repairs 

The  churches  need  repairing  and 
the  members  need  Spanish  New 
Testaments,  hymnals,  guitar  strings, 
Sunday  school  materials  and 
preaching  supplies.  Altar  cloths, 
candles  and  nursery  supplies  are  al- 


LEFT,  is  a  Meth¬ 
odist  church  in 
Cuba.  The  four 
photos  BELOW 
show  the  Loui¬ 
siana  mission 
team  in  Cuba. 


most  non-existent. 

Howe  and  the  other  visitors  said 
“It  is  important  that  work  teams  se¬ 
riously  consider  Cuban  churches  a 
priority.” 

In  addition  to  those  mentioned, 
others  in  the  group  are  Simmie  Wil¬ 
son,  Rev.  Mark  Martin,  Rev.  Jose’ 
Garcia.  Rev.  Ben  Santana,  Ger¬ 
maine  Peters,  Carolina  LaBrada, 
Debbie  Anderson  and  Philip  Hard- 
grave. 

Join  the  team 

Speakers  are  available  to  go  to 
churches.  For  additional  informa¬ 
tion  about  how  to  be  a  part  of  the 
work  team  call  Howe,  504-242- 
4090. 

In  February,  a  group  from  Louisi¬ 
ana  going  to  Cuba  is  to  be  joined  by 
an  Oklahoma  contingent.  The  Rev. 
Scott  Bullock,  associate  pastor,  As- 
bury  UMC,  Lafayette,  and  lay  peo¬ 
ple  from  the  church  plan  to 
participate. 

Then  in  July,  Dr.  Jack  O’Dell, 
pastor,  Grace  UMC,  Ruston,  will 
lead  a  group  of  young  people  in  a 
musical  tour  of  Cuba. 

Tom  and  Diane  Howe  plan  to  re¬ 
turn  to  Cuba  to  work  for  education 
directly  with  missionaries  in  the 
eastern  part  of  the  island. 


Pull  out  your  running  shoes!  It’s 
time  for  the  Fifth  Annual  Martin 
Luther  King  Jr.  Memorial  5K  Walk/ 
Run  sponsored  by  New  Orleans 
Chapter  of  the  Dillard  University 
Alumni  Association  and  the  Pre- 
Alumni  Council.  The  event  will  be¬ 
gin  on  Dillard's  campus  at  8:30 
a.m.  Saturday,  Jan.  14.  Prizes  will 
be  given  in  several  categories. 

The  $12  registration  fee  entitles 
entrants  to  a  souvenir  t-shirt  featur¬ 
ing  a  silhouette  of  Dr.  King.  For 
more  information  call  the  hotline. 
504-286-4666. 

*  *  * 

Disabilities  Awareness  Sunday 
will  be  observed  Jan.  15  at  Broad¬ 
moor  UMC,  Baton  Rouge.  To  be 
celebrated  are  the  gifts  and  graces  of 
all  people  of  God,  Connie  Smith, 
chair,  said. 

Since  July  1992,  the  church’s 
Committee  on  Disabilities  has  been 
working  to  make  the  church  facili¬ 
ties  and  grounds  safer  and  more  ac¬ 
cessible  for  people  with  disabling 
conditions. 

Donna  Hoover  will  sign  for  all 
three  morning  worship  services. 

Proceeds  from  a  gumbo  lunch  in 
the  gym  will  be  used  to  further 
“heighten  awareness  of  real  ability 
rather  than  a  person’s  disability.” 
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Reader:  Editorial  on  Jesus  Seminar  was  off  the  mark 


Recently  the  |esus  Seminar  decided  that  Mary  wasn't  a 
virgin  when  she  bore  Jesus.  A  Reporter  editorial  chided 
the  seminar  for  its  insensitivity  in  releasing  its  findings  just 
before  Christmas. 


Readers  say: 

" We  Christians  struggle 
with  the  Bible's  stories  all  our 
lives. . .  .whatever  their 
intentions,  [Jesus  Seminar 
scholars]  aren't  helping  faith 
in  an  unbelieving  world." 

"While  some  may  not  agree 
with  their  findings,  it  is  a 
mistake  to  write  them  off  as 
heretics  or  radicals." 

"If  we  take  out  of  the 
Gospel  the  things  that  make 
Jesus  unique,  disturbing  and 
miraculous,  have  we  not 
denied  the  very  essence  and 
power  of  Christianity?" 

"[The  Jesus  Seminar]  has 
helped  me  to  scrape  away 
some  of  the  concretions  of 
the  ages,  get  past  some  of  the 
mythology  and  find  the 
simple,  itinerant  teacher 
whose  message  changed  the 
world." 

See  related  letters  at  left. 


Your  editorial  on  the  Jesus  Semi¬ 
nar  was  wide  of  the  mark  (see 
UMR,  Dec.  16).  Perhaps  this  was 
because  you  were  firing  in  the 
wrong  direction. 

Unfortunately,  the  seminar,  in  its 
efforts  to  get  its  results  out,  failed  to 
note  or  promote  the  limitations  of 
the  techniques  employed.  The  Re¬ 
porter  failed  to  note  that  the  conclu¬ 
sions  reached,  if  true,  destroy  the 
credibility  of  the  gospels. 

The  Reporter  seems  to  be  saying 
that  the  seminar’s  conclusions  are 
basically  correct,  but  that  is  okay, 
because  myth  is  as  important  as 
truth.  If  the  seminar  is  correct, 
should  we  accept  the  religion  of 
such  a  flawed  text? 

If  we  take  out  of  the  Gospel  the 
things  that  make  Jesus  unique,  dis¬ 
turbing  and  miraculous,  have  we 
not  denied  the  very  essence  and 
power  of  Christianity? 

Praise  God,  the  Jesus  Seminar 
does  not  have  the  last  say  in  schol¬ 
arship.  There  are  scholars  in  posi¬ 
tions  of  importance  who  find  little 
merit  in  the  techniques  and  conclu¬ 
sions  of  the  Jesus  Seminar  partici¬ 
pants.  Perhaps  someday  the 
Reporter  will  awake  from  its  intel¬ 
lectual  torpor  and  examine  what 
lies  at  the  base  of  these  differences. 
Chances  are  the  work  of  one  or  the 
other  is  built  on  sand. 

Joffre  Essley 
Tulsa,  Oklahoma 

Don't  write  them  off 

I  suppose  the  response  to  the  Je¬ 
sus  Seminar  findings  was  to  be  ex¬ 
pected  (see  UMR,  Dec.  1 6). 

The  group  of  scholars  who  consti¬ 
tute  the  Jesus  Seminar  are  people 
who  have  spent  their  lives  seriously 
studying  their  faith,  their  history  and 
in  dialogue  with  each  other  and  God. 
While  some  may  not  agree  with  their 
findings,  it  is  a  mistake  to  write  them 
off  as  heretics  or  radicals. 

If  we  are  so  afraid  of  open  discus¬ 
sion  and  debate  about  the  symbols 
of  our  faith,  then  maybe  the  sym¬ 
bols  aren’t  as  valid  as  we  assumed. 
Thank  you  for  the  article.  I,  for  one, 
would  like  to  hear  more. 

Margaret  Fenton 
Galena,  Ohio 


Three  problems 

There  are  two  problems  with  the 
Jesus  Seminar  and  its  pronounce¬ 
ments  on  the  gospels  (see  UMR ,  Dec. 
16).  On  second  thought,  make  that 
three  problems. 

First,  the  seminar’s  members 
seem  unable  to  believe  that  our  Oh- 
So-Orderly  God  might  choose  to  do 
the  Totally-Disorderly  things  we 
call  miracles.  That’s  no  way  to  run  a 
universe,  they  insist,  and  they  dam 
well  won’t  believe  it  is. 

Second,  the  Virgin  Birth  and  all 
the  rest  of  that  stuff  was  cooked  up 
by  people  of  weak  intellect  or  others 


who  didn’t  mind  fudging  the  truth. 
This  means  that  all  the  eyewitnesses 
or  children  of  eyewitnesses  who  knew 
the  facts  that  were  gathered  by  the 
gospel  writers  were  fools  or  liars.  So 
were  the  gospel  writers  themselves, 
plus  Paul,  plus  many  others  who  con- 
tributed  to  the  New  Testament. 
Come  on,  seminar,  get  real. 

Third,  as  you  said  in  your  editori¬ 
al,  the  seminar  has  a  public  relations 
problem.  We  Christians  struggle  with 
the  Bible’s  stories  all  our  lives.  (I  am, 
at  this  late  age,  more  of  a  believer 
than  ever  before).  We  likely  will  nev¬ 
er  know  the  whole  truth  until  we  can 


ask  Peter,  John,  Paul  and  the  rest. 
For  now,  we  don’t  need  these  people 
who,  whatever  their  intentions,  aren’t 
helping  faith  in  an  unbelieving  world. 

Homer  T.  Fort 
Midland,  Texas 

True  to  the  spirit 

The  Reporter’s  Dec.  16  editorial 
described  the  Jesus  Seminar  as 
"credible  but  insensitive.”  How  are 
responsible  scholars  and  theolo¬ 
gians  to  confront  the  cultic  but  mis¬ 
begotten  interpretations  of  the 
Gospel  in  today’s  climate? 

When  irresponsible  “Bible  teach¬ 


ers”  convince  a  public,  intent  only 
on  finding  “personal  salvation,” 
that  Scripture  is  word-for-word  an 
infallible,  direct  expression  of 
God’s  will,  how  is  one  to  counteract 
the  twisted  logic  of  these  religious 
charlatans  and  biblical  illiterates? 

Amos  most  certainly  was  insen¬ 
sitive  when  he  confronted  the  hy¬ 
pocrisy  of  his  contemporaries.  Was 
Jesus  gentle  and  mild  when  he 
spoke  the  words  in  Matthew  23? 

Ever  since  Billy  Graham  and  Nor¬ 
man  Vincent  Peale  made  a  cosmic 
bellhop  of  God,  America  has  been 
awash  in  self-serving,  subjective  reli¬ 
giosity  that  has  little  resemblance  to 
the  biblical  message  of  salvation 
through  justice  and  righteousness. 

The  time  has  come  for  Method¬ 
ism  to  be  true  to  its  heritage,  “Let 
us  unite  the  two  so  long  divided, 
knowledge  and  vital  piety"  and  to 
begin  preaching  an  unpopular  but 
dynamic  interpretation  of  the  total 
Gospel.  If  we  should  ever  begin  to  do 
that,  we  will  probably  be  called  in¬ 
sensitive.  But  maybe  we  would  be 
true  to  the  spirit  of  the  word  of  God. 

John  H.  Brand 
Austin,  Texas 

Who  are  these  people? 

The  Dec.  16  editorial,  “Jesus 
Seminar:  Scholarship  credible  but 
insensitive,”  caused  me  to  wonder: 
Who  are  these  people? 

An  article  in  the  Nov.  14  issue  of 
Christianity  Today  titled  “Away 
with  the  Manger”  shed  light  on  one 
of  the  participants. 

Paul  Verhoeven  is  a  highly  suc¬ 
cessful  Hollywood  film  director, 
best  known  for  his  Films  RoboCop, 
Total  Recall  and  Basic  Instinct.  He 
is  the  holder  of  a  Ph.D.  in  mathe¬ 
matics  from  the  University  of  Lei¬ 
den,  Netherlands,  and  has  been  a 
Jesus  Seminar  fellow  for  the  past 
eight  years.  He  now  plans  to  make  a 
feature-length  movie  about  Jesus  as 
“Fully  Human,”  the  title  of  a  paper 
he  presented  at  the  last  meeting. 

I  now  know  something  about  the 
credibility  of  at  least  one  of  the 
seminar  “scholars.” 

Perhaps  we  need  not  be  troubled 
that  24  of  25  who  attended  the  last 
meeting  of  the  Jesus  Seminar  voted 
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to  deny  the  virgin  birth.  After  all  it 
was  the  “scholars”  of  Jesus’  day 
who  saw  him  as  a  heretic  instead  of 
the  Son  of  God. 

Suzanne  Delk 
Deming,  New  Mexico 

I'm  a  fan 

I  confess  that  in  my  long  life  as  a 
practicing  Christian,  puzzled  by  the 
inconsistencies  in  the  New  Testa¬ 
ment  writings,  I  have  been  on  my 
own  search  for  the  real  Jesus. 

I  am  a  fan  of  the  Jesus  Seminar 
(see  UMR ,  Dec.  16).  It  has  helped 
me  to  scrape  away  some  of  the  con¬ 
cretions  of  the  ages,  get  past  some  of 
the  mythology  and  find  the  simple, 
itinerant  teacher  whose  message 
changed  the  world. 

It  disturbs  me  that  the  practice  of 
our  institutionalized  faith  has  so  dis¬ 
tanced  itself  from  the  core  teachings 
of  Jesus  as  distilled  by  the  Jesus  Sem¬ 
inar.  Admittedly,  its  scholars  don’t 
know  all  the  answers  and  I  suppose 
that  no  one  ever  will,  but  I  admire 
their  effort  and  their  conclusions. 

William  P.  Coston 
Placentia,  California 

Spiritually  blind 

In  response  to  the  Jesus  Seminar, 
it  is  my  conviction  that  it  echoes 
what  some  very  unacceptable  pro¬ 
fessors  proclaim  in  our  seminaries. 

Sadly,  brilliant  teachers  of  today 
sometimes  follow  in  the  footsteps  of 
the  religious  leaders  of  Jesus’s  time. 
See  John  9:25.  It  tells  of  those  lead¬ 
ers’  spiritual  blindness.  They  caused 
the  man  healed  of  his  lack  of  sight 
to  say,  “Whether  He  is  a  sinner  or 
not  I  do  not  know.  One  thing  I  do 
know,  I  was  blind  but  now  I  see.” 

David  Hall 

Southampton,  Pennsylvania 

Address  letters  for  publication  to 
"Letters  to  the  Editor,  "  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 
Fax  letters  to  214-650-0079. 


Not  all  grievances  right  for  Judicial  Council 


By  TOM  MATHENY 

The  right  of  petition  for  griev¬ 
ances  and  for  relief  is  grounded  in 
the  history  of  our  country  and  our 
church — in  the  First  Amendment  to 
the  U.S.  Constitution  and  in  the 
Constitution  and  Book  of  Discipline 
of  The  United  Methodist  Church. 
The  right  is  articulated  clearly  in 
Paragraph  74  of  the  Discipline. 

The  right  of  petition  for  grievances 
is  one  thing  that  the  church’s  Judicial 
Council  was  created  to  preserve. 

But  it  must  be  understood  that,  just 
as  in  our  civil  and  criminal  courts,  the 
judicial  system  set  up  by  the  church 
is,  at  best,  imperfect.  There  are  a  great 
many  reasons  for  this. 

Not  proper  forum 

In  the  first  place,  the  Judicial 
Council  is  not  the  proper  forum  for 
all  grievances. 

We  receive  a  lot  of  mail  from  min¬ 
isters  unhappy  with  their  appoint¬ 
ments  or  with  things  that  have 
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happened  to  them  in  their  ministry. 
We  receive  a  lot  of  mail  from  lay 
people  unhappy  with  their  ministers 
and  with  things  that  have  happened 
to  them  in  their  congregations. 

We  cannot  help  in  most  of  these 
situations  unless  the  matter  reaches 
us  through  the  formal  process  out¬ 
lined  in  the  Discipline. 

Sometimes  we  receive  mail  about 
things  over  which  we  have  no  juris¬ 
diction.  For  instance,  thousands  of 
letters  came  in  during  the  develop¬ 


ment  of  the  1989  United  Methodist 
Hymnal.  The  Judicial  Council  had 
no  responsibility  or  authority  for 
the  hymnal’s  creation,  but  people 
wrote  to  us  anyway. 

We  of  the  Judicial  Council  are 
pleased  that  people  are  enough 
aware  of  the  council  to  write  us.  We 
try  to  respond  in  whatever  appro¬ 
priate  way  that  we  can.  A  great 
many  times,  however,  the  proper 
forum  is  in  the  local  church,  in  the 
charge  conference,  with  the  district 
superintendent,  with  the  bishop  or 
at  annual  conference. 

Have  to  turn  down  requests 

Therefore  we  have  to  turn  down  a 
great  many  requests  for  relief.  This 
causes  us  and  the  petitioner  a  great 
deal  of  pain  and  loss  of  time  be¬ 
cause  many  times  these  grievances 
are  very  real  and  hurt  a  great  deal. 

The  church’s  constitution  and 
Book  of  Discipline  make  it  plain 
how  to  get  a  case  before  us.  Infor¬ 
mation  about  this  process  is  avail¬ 


able  by  writing  the  council. 

Second,  cases  have  to  go  through 
a  great  many  steps  before  they  reach 
us.  It  is  easy  for  mistakes  to  be 
made  in  some  preliminary  steps  just 
as  it  is  easy  to  make  mistakes  when 
the  case  reaches  the  council.  We  try 
to  address  them  when  we  become 
aware  of  them. 

Third,  the  Judicial  Council  is  not 
always  a  satisfactory  forum.  A  lot  of 
people  don’t  like  what  they  hear 
from  us.  We  can’t  help  that;  we 
must  follow  the  Discipline.  Like  any 
other  document,  sometimes  the  Dis¬ 
cipline  itself  is  imperfect.  Legisla¬ 
tion  doesn’t  always  define  what  is 
meant  by  the  words  of  the  legisla¬ 
tion.  We  have  to  do  the  best  that  we 
can  under  the  circumstances. 

A  lot  of  mail  comes  because  peo¬ 
ple  haven’t  read  the  decisions  or 
don’t  understand  the  decisions.  A 
great  deal  of  the  mail  is  simply  be¬ 
cause  people  do  understand  the  de¬ 
cisions  and  don’t  agree  with  them. 
That  is  everyone’s  right. 
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The  important  thing  is  that  peo¬ 
ple  do  let  us  know  what  they  feel 
about  our  decisions.  We  especially 
encourage  criticism. 

Not  a  personal  forum 

Last,  the  Judicial  Council  is  not  a 
personal  forum.  It  was  not  created  to 
be  the  voice  of  any  one  person  or  a 
forum  for  the  expression  of  a  voice  of 
a  group  of  persons.  It  is  a  forum  for 
making  decisions  of  church  law  as  an 
ecclesiastical  court. 

We  are  not  supposed  to  be  swayed 
by  either  praise  or  criticism,  and  I 
don’t  believe  that  we  are.  However,  we 
still  like  to  know  if  there  is  criticism  or 
if  there  are  positive  suggestions  be¬ 
cause  many  times  information  in  cor¬ 
respondence  causes  us  to  look  at  an 
issue  in  a  different  way. 

The  members  of  the  Judicial  Coun¬ 
cil  love  the  church  and  seek  to  support 
Christ  in  all  that  we  do.  It  is  one  of  the 
great  privileges  of  our  church  to  serve 
in  this  way. 

Letters  for  the  United  Methodist 
Judicial  Council  may  be  directed  to 
its  secretary,  the  Rev.  Wayne  Coffin, 
4937  N.W.  62nd  Terrace,  Oklahoma 
City,  OK  73122. 


I'm  the  mom  who  packed 
a  lunch  that  fed  5,000 


By  DONNA  GARRETT 

As  I  dash  all  over  the  house,  in 
my  peculiar  way  of  housekeeping, 
I  play  the  radio.  Not  one,  but  sev¬ 
eral  radios  are  on  at  my  house,  so  I 
won’t  miss  anything.  And  yes, 
they  are  all  on  the  same  station.  I 
enjoy  the  religious  station  and  talk 
shows  to  keep  me  company. 

One  day  the  minister  was  teach¬ 
ing  the  lesson  on  the  story  of  the 
“Feeding  of  the  5,000”  (Matthew 
14:13-21).  I  listened  to  what  a  glo¬ 
rious  message  the  minister  pro¬ 
claimed  in  his  eloquent  voice. 

“Just  think  how  far  reaching 
this  great  servant  of  God  is  out 
there  in  radio  land!”  I  thought. 
“God  must  be  so  proud  of  him 
. . .  Wish  I ...  He  is  so  religious.” 

Then  I  turned  my  attention  on 
the  child  who  had  the  two  fish 
and  five  loaves  of  bread.  How 
very  “lucky”  for  him!  How  eter¬ 
nally  famous  he  has  been  all 
these  years  and  will  continue  to 
be.  How  proud  his  Mom  and 
Dad  must  have  been,  his  grand-, 
parents,  aunts,  uncles  . . .  and  it 
is  highly  possible  that  there  was 
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jealousy  from  a  brother  or  sister. 
A  little  sibling  rivalry! 

Further,  I  mused,  I  wish  I  had 
been  that  Mom  who  packed  his 
lunch. 

Then  it  hit  me.  I  am  that 
Mom!  I  made  his  lunch— you 
did,  too,  if  you  are  a  mom,  a 
grandmother  or  a  “work-at- 
home”  dad.  You,  too,  if  you  are  a 
babysitter,  a  friend  pinch-hitting 
for  a  friend,  a  neighbor  helping  a 
sick  neighbor  or  whatever  role 
finds  you  packing  the  lunches. 

Without  a  mom  in  the  back¬ 
ground  that  miracle  would  never 
have  happened.  (Unless  God  had 
chosen  to  do  it  another  way.) 

I  guess  I  don’t  have  to  tell  you 
that  I  pulled  myself  up  a  little 
taller.  Scrubbing,  doing  the 
wash — all  my  “background” 
work  was  done  that  day  wearing 
an  invisible  crown! 
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ANTI-CENSORSHIP:  The  National 
Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A. 
has  withdrawn  from  the  National  Coalition 
Against  Censorship.  The  NCC  claims  that  the 
coalition  failed  to  notify  the  council  that  it  was 
going  to  court  to  support  a  Cincinnati  book¬ 
store  facing  obscenity  charges.  The  issue  came 
up  after  the  coalition,  whose  members  include 
United  Methodist  Communications,  filed  a 
friend-of-the-court  brief  in  August  on  behalf  of 
the  bookstore.  Charges  against  the  store  were 
dismissed.  The  question  of  the  religious  groups' 
affiliation  with  the  coalition  was  kept  alive  by 
the  American  Family  Association,  headed  by 
the  Rev.  Donald  Wildmon,  a  United  Methodist 
minister.  He  began  a  campaign  calling  for  reli¬ 
gious  groups  to  quit  the  coalition  because  of 
its  defense  of  the  bookstore. 


ARRESTED  IN  EGYPT:  Several  Egyptian 

Christians  have  been  arrested  in  recent  months 
for  “insulting  Islam”  and  "evangelizing  Mus¬ 
lims,”  prompting  concerns  over  the  rise  of  reli¬ 
gious  intolerance,  the  group  Christian 
Solidarity  International  reported.  The  first  ar¬ 
rests  were  of  a  young  female  convert  from  Is¬ 
lam  to  Christianity  and  her  pastor.  A  deacon 
and  a  church  employee  were  also  reported  ar¬ 
rested.  The  second  incident  involved  an  As¬ 
semblies  of  God  pastor  in  Cairo.  He  reportedly 
was  arrested  for  “evangelizing  Muslims.” 

ANTI-SEMITIC  CRIMES:  More  anti- 

Semitic  crimes  were  reported  in  Germany  dur¬ 
ing  the  first  nine  months  of  1994  than  in  all  of 
1993,  according  to  government  figures  released 
this  week.  Some  937  crimes  directed  at  Jews 
or  Jewish  property  and  committed  by  neo- 
Nazi  and  other  right-wing  groups  were  report¬ 
ed  by  the  German  federal  police  agency  BKA 
for  the  nine-month  period.  In  all  of  1993,  656 
such  incidents  were  reported.  Forty-two  inci¬ 
dents  involved  vandalism  of  Jewish  cemeteries 
or  monuments  to  Holocaust  victims. 
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MOSCOW — Tipper  Gore  and  Health  and 
Human  Services  Secretary  Donna  Shalala 
hold  newborn  babies  at  a  Moscow  maternity 
ward.  They  were  in  Moscow  recently  with 
Vice  President  Al  Gore  for  a  three-day  visit 
to  discuss  joint  efforts  in  space,  energy  and 
other  developmental  projects.  The  United 
Methodist  Church  is  involved  with  mission 
projects  like  this  in  Moscow  through  its  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


UMC's  Africa  U.  graduates  27  in  first  class 


MUTARE,  Zimbabwe — The 
Rev.  Tsitsi  Moyo  (center)  is 
congratulated  by  her  mother, 
Alice  Nakoma  (right)  and  oth¬ 
er  family  members  following 
her  graduation  from  United 
Methodist-related  Africa  Uni¬ 
versity.  At  left,  Bishop  Arthur 
F.  Kulah  and  his  wife,  Violet, 
congratulate  agriculture  grad¬ 
uate  Never  Assan  of  Zimba¬ 
bwe.  Eight  theological 
students  and  19  agriculture 
students  earned  bachelor  de¬ 
grees  from  the  church's  first 
four-year  university  in  Africa 
(see  related  story  at  right). 
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By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

As  families,  friends,  professors 
and  other  supporters  cheered,  the 
27  young  men  and  women  of  Afri¬ 
ca  University’s  first  graduating 
class  also  heard  a  charge  to  the 
weighty  task  of  “shining  like  stars” 
as  leaders  of  a  “new  Africa.” 

Zimbabwe’s  first  private  univer¬ 
sity,  founded  by  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  marked  its  first 
graduation  exercises  Dec.  17  with 
dancing,  singing,  prayers  and  tears. 

Excitement  ran  high  among  the 
19  agriculture  students  and  eight 
theological  students  who  now  re¬ 
turn  to  communities  around  Afri¬ 
ca  to  use  their  skills  for  the 
betterment  of  the  continent. 

900  attend  ceremony 

Attending  the  exercises  were 
more  than  900  persons,  including 
retired  United  Methodist  Bishop 
Leontine  T.C.  Kelly  of  San  Ma¬ 
teo,  Calif.,  who  led  the  opening 
procession,  and  United  Method¬ 
ist  Bishops  Emilio  J.  M.  de  Car¬ 
valho  of  Angola  and  Arthur  F. 
Kulah  of  Liberia,  who  received 
honorary  degrees. 

The  two  African  bishops  is¬ 
sued  the  first  challenge  in  1980 
that  The  United  Methodist 
Church  open  a  university  in  Afri¬ 
ca.  Both  trustees  of  the  school. 
Bishop  de  Carvalho  is  also  chan¬ 
cellor  (chairman  of  the  board). 

The  emotions  of  the  graduates 
ranged  from  elation  to  reluctance 
to  say  goodbye  to  the  close-knit 
university  community. 

Tsitsi  Moyo.  a  mother  of  four 
from  Zimbabwe  who  received  a 
bachelor  of  divinity  degree,  ac¬ 
knowledged  that  her  pride  and 
joy  were  mixed  with  sorrow. 

“I  know  I  am  ready  to  go,  but  it 
is  hard  to  leave,”  said  Ms.  Moyo, 
now  an  ordained  United  Method¬ 
ist  minister  who  will  work  as  co¬ 
pastor  with  her  husband. 

Commencement  speaker  was 


'7  know  I  am  ready 
to  go,  but  it  is  hard  to 
leave." 

— Tsitsi  Moyo, 
on  graduation 
from  Africa  University 


the  Rev.  Randolph  W.  Nugent, 
mission  executive  for  The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  which  has 
a  total  of  9  million  members  in 
North  America,  Africa,  Asia  and 
Europe. 

Bring  a  'great  light' 

Dr.  Nugent  compared  the  nur¬ 
ture  and  “birthing”  of  Africa 
University’s  graduates  to  the 
birth  of  Christ,  expressing  hope 
that  the  young  leaders  will  bring 
a  “great  light”  to  an  often  trou¬ 
bled  continent. 

Vice  Chancellor  John  Z.  Kurewa 
lauded  the  graduates  as  brave  vi¬ 
sionaries,  who  came  to  the  univer¬ 
sity  when  it  was  little  more  than 
renovated  farm  houses  and  la 
dream. 

Thanks  to  the  faith  and  out¬ 
standing  performance  by  students 
and  supporters,  the  graduates'  con¬ 
tinued  high  performance,  The 
United  Methodist  Church,  and  pri¬ 
vate  donors.  Dr.  Kurewa  said,  Afri¬ 
ca  University’s  influence  on  the 
continent  will  be  far-reaching. 

Africa  University  opened  in 
March  1992  with  40  students  in 
two  colleges — theology  and  agri¬ 
culture  and  natural  resources. 
More  than  6,000  people  from 
around  the  world  attended  the 
formal  opening  of  the  university 
held  in  April  1994. 

With  continuing  support  of  the 
denomination  the  school  has 
grown  to  85  students,  and  a 
school  of  management  and  ad¬ 
ministration  (business)  will  open 
in  March  1995.  Future  plans  call 
for  schools  of  education,  medi¬ 
cine,  science  and  social  sciences. 


Artwork  proceeds  to  provide  ministerial  scholarships 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

A  painting  of  the  1736  meeting 
in  Georgia  of  John  Wesley  and 
Chief  Tomochichi  soon  will  help 
benefit  ministerial  students  and 
honor  the  memory  of  a  former 
South  Georgia  clergyman. 

The  historic  event  has  been  cap¬ 
tured  on  canvas  by  Mary  Selfridge, 
Amarillo,  Texas,  an  artist  of  Native 
American,  western  and  wildlife 
subjects.  The  oil  painting  is  titled 
“Seekers  of  the  Spirit — the  Great 
Spirit  and  the  Holy  Spirit.” 

A  memorial  scholarship  fund  es¬ 
tablished  by  the  children  of  the  late 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Olin  C.  Cooper  will 
receive  all  proceeds  from  the  sale 
of  1,000  limited-edition,  signed 
and  numbered  prints  and  1,000 
open-edition  prints  of  the  painting. 

The  painting  was  commissioned 
by  Roger  C.  Gray,  son-in-law  of 


the  Coopers  and  a  member  of 
Charles  Wesley  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Falls  Church,  Va. 

Jack  Cooper,  Stone  Mountain, 
Ga.,  recalls  his  father's  having 
said,  “Being  a  Christian  should  be 
fun,  and  being  a  Methodist  minis¬ 
ter  can  be  fun."  The  fund,  estab¬ 
lished  in  1991,  has  already  helped 
two  ministerial  students. 

In  addition  to  providing  scholar¬ 
ship  assistance  through  the  South 
Georgia  United  Methodist  Foun¬ 
dation,  the  prints  are  intended  to 
heighten  interest  in  Methodist  his¬ 
tory  and  support  the  church’s  an¬ 
nual  observance  of  Native 
American  Awareness  Sunday,  Mr. 
Gray  said.  He  expressed  hope  that 
a  Native  American  student  would 
apply  for  scholarship  assistance. 

Wesley  came  to  the  colony  of 
Georgia  as  a  missionary  to  Na¬ 
tive  Americans  and  to  minister 


to  the  spiritual  and  educational 
needs  of  colonists  at  Fort  Frede¬ 
rica  on  St.  Simons  Island  in  the 
parish  of  Savannah.  His  brother 
Charles  came  as  secretary  to 
Gen.  James  Oglethorpe. 

Records  show  that  a  few  days 
after  arriving  in  what  is  now  the 
United  States  John  Wesley  met 
with  the  widely  known  Chief  To¬ 
mochichi  of  the  Yamacaraw 
Tribe,  part  of  the  Creek  Nation. 

The  original  painting  will  be 
presented  for  viewing  at  the  de¬ 
nomination's  South  Georgia  and 
Virginia  Annual  Conferences  in 
June  1995  and  at  the  1996  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  in  Denver. 

Information  on  how  to  order 
the  prints  may  be  obtained  from 
Joel  Cooper,  5820  Wyndmere 
Lane,  Stone  Mountain.  GA 
30087. 


UNITED  METHODIST  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 

STONE  MOUNTAIN,  Ga. — Mary  Selfridge's  painting  shows  the 
meeting  between  missionary  John  Wesley  and  Yamacaraw  Chief 
Tomochichi  in  colonial  Georgia.  Sale  of  prints  of  the  painting  will 
benefit  ministerial  scholarships  (see  related  story  at  left). 


ABANDONED  ABUSED 


Daisy  —  India 


Luisa  —  Guatemala 


POOR 


Christopher  —  India 


WHAT  CAN  YOU  DO  TO  HELP?  Hundreds  of  youngsters  like  these  are  crying 
out  for  help  every  day.  There  is  no  hope  for  them  unless  you  respond  with  a 
loving  heart. 


Wouldn’t  you  like  to  be  a  blessing  to  a  child  by  becoming  a  sponsor?  Your  tax- 
deductible  donation  of  $15  per  month  provides  the  child  with  food  for  body  and 
spirit  and  an  education.  WORLD'S  CHILDREN,  INC.  will  send  “your"  child’s 
name,  address,  picture  and  life  history  to  you.  You  can  write  to  the  child,  if  you 
wish.  WCI  is  a  Christian,  non-profit  organization  founded  by  a  Methodist  min¬ 
ister  in  1965.  WCI  is  U.S.  government  approved  and  is  listed  with  the  National 
Charities  Information  Bureau. 


88%  of  all  funds  received  were  sent  overseas  in  1993.  We'll  send  you  a 
copy  of  the  WCI  audit. 


Sunday  School  classes,  church  groups,  families  and  individuals  sponsor 
children.  Sponsorship  means  life  to  a  destitute  youngster  overseas. 

A  CHILD  CRIES  OUT  FOR  HELP.  WHAT  ARE  YOU  GOING  TO  DO? 

□  Send  inlormation  on  WCI's  Sponsorship 
program 
or: 

□  Yes,  I  wish  to  sponsor  a  child. 

□  I  preler  a  child  In _ 

□  Enclosed  Is  payment  lor: 

firs!  month  ($15) _ 

lull  year  ($180)  ' _ 

Name _ _ _ 

Address _ 

City _ 

Slate _ Zip _ 


Pastoral  care  experts:  Men  need  help  grieving 


According  to  author  Carol  Staudacher,  one  of  the 
most  valuable  sources  of  support  a  man  can  have 
following  his  loved  one's  death  is  the  genuine 
friendship  of  another  man  or  men. 


By  PAMELA  STONE 

The  loneliest  time  of  day  for 
James  Winston  (not  his  real  name) 
is  at  dusk. 

Widowed  just  two  years  ago,  Mr. 
Winston,  79,  spends  most  of  his  day 
cooking,  cleaning  and  ironing  for 
himself.  But  at  dusk,  when  his  work 
is  finished,  the  walls  seem  to  close 
in  on  him. 

After  being  married  for  more 
than  50  years,  Mr.  Winston  has 
learned  to  live  from  one  day  to  the 
next  and  to  plan  little  for  the  future. 

“It  might  have  been  easier  if  my 
wife  had  died  when  I  was  younger. 
At  least,  I  could’ve  gone  dancing  . . . 
now  I  get  out  of  breath,"  he  says. 

Although  his  wife  Marie  died  of 
cancer  about  two  years  ago,  Mr. 
Winston  describes  her  illness  and 
death  with  difficulty. 

“I  don’t  care  how  long  you’ve 
been  expecting  a  death,  you  are 
never  ready  for  it  . . .  it’s  one  heck 
of  a  jar." 

According  to  the  American  Asso¬ 
ciation  of  Retired  Persons  (AARP), 
a  man  who  survives  a  wife  faces  a 
grim  picture. 

“Widowers,”  says  the  AARP, 
“die  four  times  as  often  from  sui¬ 
cide.  three  times  as  often  from  acci¬ 
dents,  10  times  as  often  from 
strokes  and  six  times  as  often  from 


heart  disease  as  do  married  men  of 
the  same  ages.” 

The  Rev.  Richard  Gilbert,  direc¬ 
tor  of  pastoral  care  at  Porter  Memo¬ 
rial  Hospital  in  Valparaiso,  Ind., 
said  he  believes  that  men  grieve  dif¬ 
ferently  from  women. 

“Grief  is  not  something  you  can 
fix  quickly,"  he  says.  “It’s  a  highly 
personal  journey.  And  no  two  peo¬ 
ple  discover  grief  alike.” 

A  bereavement  training  consul¬ 
tant  with  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Valparaiso,  Mr.  Gilbert 
said  he  believes  that  men  generally 
have  difficulty  expressing  their  feel¬ 
ings  through  conversation. 

“Men  don’t  usually  go  to  support 
groups,"  says  Mr.  Gilbert.  They 
usually  meet  their  friends  for  coffee, 
“go  bowling”  or  get  together 
through  other  athletics  or  business 
matters. 

Mr.  Gilbert  conducts  male  grief 
groups  for  loss  due  to  death,  di¬ 
vorce,  job  loss,  retirement  or  chil¬ 
dren  leaving  home.  In  those 


sessions  he  encourages  men  to  af¬ 
firm  their  feelings. 

“Pay  attention  to  the  baggage  you 
may  be  using  to  encumber  your 
grief,"  he  says.  The  thought  process 
that  insists  “take  care  of  the  family 
first  and  me  last”  prevents  men 
from  grieving  properly,  he  finds. 

“The  term  ‘It’s  God’s  will’  is 
lousy  theology,"  says  Mr.  Gilbert. 
“Who  are  we  to  presume  that  it’s 
God’s  will?" 

The  Rev.  Marilyn  Dickson,  who 
heads  a  grief  recovery  group  at 
Northway  Christian  Church  in  Dal¬ 
las,  agrees.  She  says  that,  as  a  rule, 
society  does  not  give  men  as  much 
permission  as  women  to  grieve. 
Men  are  supposed  to  be  strong  and 
take  care  of  the  rest  of  the  family. 
Tears  are  thought  to  be  a  sign  of 
weakness,  especially  for  men  over 
age  60  and  from  an  older  genera¬ 
tion. 

“Men  without  established  avoca¬ 
tions,"  continues  Ms.  Dickson, 
“who  are  used  to  their  wives  taking 


care  of  details  around  the  home 
have  been  known  to  die  within  1:8 
months  of  their  spouse  if  they  donlt 
grieve  in  a  healthy  way.” 

According  to  author  Carol  Stau¬ 
dacher,  one  of  the  most  valuable 
sources  of  support  a  man  can  have 
following  his  loved  one’s  death  is 
the  genuine  friendship  of  another 
man  or  men. 

Unfortunately,  many  men  do  not 
form  any  solid,  close  male  friend¬ 
ships,  she  says  in  her  book.  Men 
and  Grief  (New  Harbinger  Publica¬ 
tions,  $24.95).  When  a  man  suffers 
the  loss  of  a  loved  one,  she  writes, 
he  can  benefit  greatly  from  having  a 
close  male  friend  who  is  able  to  do 
any  one  or  more  of  the  following: 

/  Acknowledge  the  death. 

Z  Express  genuine  interest  in  the 
survivor's  real  feelings,  concerns 
and  conditions. 

Z  Be  completely  trustworthy  in 
regard  to  confidences. 

Z  Accept,  even  encourage,  tears. 

Z  Share  a  silence  in  which  the 
survivor  and  friend  communicate 
nonverbally. 

Z  Perform  incidental  acts  of 
compassion. 

Ms.  Slone  is  a  free-lance  writer  in 
Dallas,  Texas. 
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NEW  PRESIDENT:  United  Methodist-re¬ 
lated  Alaska  Pacific  University  trustees  at  An¬ 
chorage,  Alaska,  recently  announced  their 
unanimous  selection  of  Douglas  McKay  North 
as  the  school's  eighth  president  effective  Jan. 

16.  Dr,  North  most  recently  served  as  presi¬ 
dent  of  Prescott  College  in  Prescott,  Ariz.  The 
presidential  search  began  in  June  1994  after 
the  Rev.  F.  Thomas  Trotter  announced  his  in¬ 
tention  to  retire  following  a  38-year  career  in 
higher  education.  Prior  to  his  presidency  Dr. 
Trotter  was  general  secretary  of  the  church’s 
General  Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Min¬ 
istry  based  in  Nashville. 

EMORY  FACULTY  ELECTED:  Two 

faculty  members  of  United  Methodist-related 
Emory  University  in  Atlanta  were  recently 
named  presidents  of  the  two  major  academic 
'Organizations  in  religious  studies.  The  Rev. 
Gene  M.  Tucker,  a  United  Methodist  and  pro¬ 
fessor  of  Old  Testament  at  Emory’s  Candler 
School  of  Theology,  was  named  1995  president¬ 
elect  of  the  Society  of  Biblical  Literature.  He 
will  become  president  in  1996.  Robert 
Detweiler,  professor  of  liberal  arts  and  compar¬ 
ative  literature  at  the  university’s  Graduate  In¬ 
stitute  of  the  Liberal  Arts,  was  elected 
president  of  the  American  Academy  of  Religion. 

MINISTRY  STUDY:  Latest  proposals  in 
an  ongoing  study  of  United  Methodist  ministry 
include  a  “new  and  distinct”  order  of  deacon, 

affirmation  of  the  “ministry  of  all  Christians,” 
a  requirement  that  elders  first  be  ordained  dea¬ 
cons,  and  dropping  the  present  category  of  diac- 
onal  ministers.  The  proposals,  made  recently  in 
Denver,  will  be  tested  with  response  groups  of 
lay  and  clergypeople  in  early  1995.  A  commit¬ 
tee  of  1 3  bishops  is  guiding  a  churchwide 
study  of  ministry  assigned  to  the  Council  of 
Bishops  by  the  1992  General  Conference,  the 
church's  top  legislative  body. 


Salisbury  Methodists  preparing  for  Americans 


By  DIANE  HU1E  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

SALISBURY,  U.K.— Francis  Asbury 
was  an  itinerating  Methodist  preacher 
based  in  Salisbury  in  1771  when  he  re¬ 
ceived  his  commission  to  go  to  the  Ameri¬ 
can  colonies. 

At  its  center,  Salisbury  was  and  is  a  me¬ 
dieval  city.  In  Asbury’s  day,  as  today,  the 
town  was  dominated  by  Salisbury  Cathe¬ 
dral  whose  soaring  spire  (404  feet)  is  the 
highest  in  Britain.  The  sheer  size  of  the 
building,  whose  cornerstone  was  laid  in 
1220,  and  the  artistry  of  its  stonework 
have  inspired  artists  and  writers  through 
the  ages,  most  recently  in  the  best  selling 
novels  Pillars  of  the  Earth  and  Sarum. 

Asbury  surely  wandered  through  the 
carved  stone  gateway  into  the  Cathedral 
Close  and  gazed  across  the  lawns  at  the 
1 3th  century  buildings. 

Today  the  center  of  Salisbury  is  festive, 
with  colorful  banners  stirring  in  the  breeze 
above  the  narrow  streets  which  are  lined 
with  shops,  businesses  and  restaurants  in 
centuries-old  houses. 

Only  a  short  walk  from  Salisbury  Cathe¬ 
dral  is  the  Methodist  Church  where  the 
memory  of  Francis  Asbury  is  still  very 
much  alive. 

Church  members  point  out  that  Asbury 
kept  rooms  on  Greencroft  Street  on  which 
the  church  is  located. 

It  was  down  this  street,  they  said,  that 
Asbury  rode  when  he  left  for  the  confer¬ 
ence  in  Bristol,  never  to  return  (see  UMR, 
Dec.  30).  That  was  the  conference  in 
which  he  answered  the  call  to  ministry  in 
the  American  colonies. 

Salisbury’s  Methodist  Church  hosts  a 
permanent  exhibit  of  watercolors  depict¬ 
ing  the  life  and  ministry  of  Francis  Asbury 
in  America.  The  watercolors  were  inspired 
by  Asbury’s  journal,  and  under  each  is  a 
reprint  of  the  appropriate  journal  passage. 

The  Rev.  David  Grinter,  pastor,  says 


that  the  congregation  is  looking  forward  to 
meeting  United  Methodists  who  may 
come  help  celebrate  the  250th  anniversary 
of  Asbury’s  birth. 

The  congregation  feels  a  connection 
with  United  Methodists  in  America,  he 
said,  “a  sense  of  belonging  to  the  church 
across  miles  and  across  time.” 

He  said  his  congregation  is  prepared  to 
offer  groups  of  30  or  more  “pilgrims” 
from  the  United  States  “a  Methodist  meal 
or  a  service  of  song  or  a  lecture.” 

The  “Methodist  meal”  would  be  an  in¬ 


formal  supper  evening  for  an  international 
exchange  of  ideas  between  the  congrega¬ 
tion  and  their  American  guests. 

Mr.  Grinter  said  he  hopes  the  exchange 
would  nourish  new  thoughts  and  new 
trans-Atlantic  relationships. 

In  addition,  Hell's  Angels,  a  musical 
about  Francis  Asbury  and  his  circuit  rid¬ 
ers,  will  be  presented  at  various  times  dur¬ 
ing  the  summer. 

Overnight  accommodations  are  avail¬ 
able  at  New  Sarum  College  located  within 
the  Cathedral  Close.  Numeroup  hotels  can 


be  found  throughout  Salisbury  if  accom¬ 
modations  at  the  college  have  been  filled. 

For  more  information  about  group 
events  in  Salisbury,  contact  Clare  Bury, 
Salisbury  District  Leisure  and  Tourism  Ser¬ 
vices,  Bourne  Hill,  Salisbury,  SP1  3UZ,  En¬ 
gland.  Phone:  011  44  1722  434  329;  FAX: 
011  44  1722  33S  BSS. 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTOS  BV  DIANE  HUIE  8ALAY 

SALISBURY,  U.K.— From  the  steps  of  the  Methodist  Church,  the  Rev.  David 
Grinter,  pastor  (at  left),  and  David  Ensor,  former  chairman  of  the  Methodist  Re¬ 
corder,  welcome  American  United  Methodists  to  Salisbury.  The  church  houses  a 
permanent  exhibit  of  watercolors  based  on  Francis  Asbury's  journal.  At  right, 
the  spire  of  Salisbury  Cathedral,  a  short  walk  away,  is  the  highest  in  Britain. 


Asbury  exhibit  slated  for  Wesley's  London  chapel 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  DIANE  HUIE  BAEAY 

LONDON— Curator  Alison  Taylor  shows  a  visitor  the  original  ma¬ 
hogany  pulpit  in  the  sanctuary  of  Wesley's  Chapel  in  London, 
known  by  some  as  "the  Cathedral  of  World  Methodism." 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  $1.45  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  in¬ 
sertion,  $29.00  minimum  charge  for  up  to  20 
words.  Blind  ads  $21.00  plus  $11.60  for  the  8 
words  to  insert  our  contact  information.  Cash 
must  accompany  order  except  on  contract  adver- 

LARGE  ACTIVE  YOUTH  MINISTRY  program 
needs  Director  of  Youth.  2300-member  church. 
Send  resume  to:  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
305  N.  Baird.  Midland,  TX  79701  to  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  Dr.  Russell  Parchman. 

tising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in  advance. 

MUSIC  DIRECTOR.  2600-member  church. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  SINGLE  Adult 

Ministry.  This  2100-member  charismatic  congre¬ 
gation  is  looking  for  someone  with  proven  experi¬ 
ence  to  develop  a  strong  singles  ministry  in  this 
large  mid-cities  community.  Send  resume:  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  1245  Bedford  Road, 
Bedford,  TX  76021  Attn:  Dr.  G.  Dean  Posey. 

Director  130  voice  chancel  choir,  young  adult 
ensemble  and  youth  choir,  oversee  program: 
Children’s  handbell  choirs,  drama's,  fine  arts 
school,  assistant  and  organist.  Compensation  to 
commensurate  with  skills,  experience.  Send  re¬ 
sume  to:  Clif  Perry,  Trinity  UMC,  9625  N.  Mil¬ 
itary  Trail,  Palm  Beach  Gardens,  FL  33410. 

MUSIC  DIRECTOR  FOR  2600-MEMBER 

church.  Responsible  for  comprehensive  music 
ministry.  Bachelor  of  Music  required.  Master  of 
Music  preferred.  Experience  required.  Send  re¬ 
sume  to:  Search  Committee,  P.O.  Box  1959, 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR  FULL-TIME.  24442 

Moulton  Parkway.  Laguna  Hills,  CA  92653. 
(714)  837-3414.  Fax:  (714)  837-3428.  Contact: 
Staff-Parish  Relations  Committee. 

Alma,  AR  72921. 

TRAVEL  IN  THE  FOOTSTEPS  of  Si.  Paul. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  WANTED  to  assume 

responsibilities  for  well-established  youth  pro¬ 
gram  at  a  1 500-member  church  in  Southeastern 
New  Mexico.  Looking  for  an  energetic,  enthusias- 
tic  person  who  wants  to  share  the  love  of  the  Lord 
with  young  people.  Salary  according  to  experi¬ 
ence  and  qualifications.  Send  resumes  to:  First 
United  Methodist  Church.  P.O.  Box  1913,  Ros- 

Leaving  for  Greece  and  Turkey  March  13th.  For 
itinerary  and  prices,  write  Chaplain  William 
Hartman,  Evangelical  Manor,  8401  Roosevelt 
Blvd.,  Philadelphia,  PA  19152. 

“IX)  YOU  WANT  TO  ADOPT  A  BABY?” 

Methodist  Mission  Home/San  Antonio  now  ac¬ 
cepting  applications.  Texas  and  New  Mexico  resi¬ 
dents  call  (2 10)  696-7021  for  information. 

DO  YOU  WEEP  AT  INCREASING  AT- 

TACKS  against  women,  gay  men/lesbians,  oth; 
er  minorities?  Work  for  an  inclusive  UMC 
through  the  Methodist  Federation  for  Social 
Action.  New  conference  chapters  forming. 
Contact:  76  Clinton  Avenue,  Staten  Island, 
NY  10301.  (718)  273-MFSA. 

GENERAL  MANAGER  LIFE  ENRICHMENT 

Conference  Center  and  Youth  Camp,  Leesburg, 
Florida.  United  Methodist  Conference  Center 
and  Youth  Camp  with  400  room  capacity  and  ex¬ 
tensive  modem  meeting  facilities  seeks  experi¬ 
enced  manager.  Qualifications  include 

five  years  of  direct  general  manager  experience  in 
a  resort  style  operation,  and  a  bachelor's  degree, 
preferably  in  hospitality.  Compensation  com- 

COLLEGE  DEGREE/HOME  STUDY.  SAVE 

$S$.  Catalog  $1.  Christian  Bible  College,  Station 
Square,  Suite  227,  Rocky  Mt.,  NC  27804.  (919) 
442-121 1.(  Accredited). 

qualified.  please  send  resume,  by  February  15, 
1995  to:  Reverend  Duncan  L.  Gray,  P.O.  Box 
1809.  Plant  City.  FL  33564. 

BUYING  COINS,  COIN  COLLECTIONS.  Ac¬ 

cumulations.  estates.  Methodist  investor  with 
quiet  confidential  cash  will  travel  Southwest  and 
negotiate  any  collection.  Bank  and  legal  refer¬ 
ences.  Box  808,  Fulton,  TX  78358. 

SPRING  THROUGH  WINTER  in  the  Smokies 

pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $190  week,  $700 
four  weeks  Sunday  to  Sunday.  Mountainview 
Guest  House.  Drawer  1096.  Waynesville,  NC 
28786.  (704)  627-9507. 

VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS?  WORSHIP  AT 

First  Methodis;.  3401  Canal  Street.  Dr.  Ken 
Jones,  pastor.  Classes:  9:30  a.m.  Worship:  11:00 
a.m.  (504)  488-0856. 

By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

LONDON — A  steady  stream  of 
Methodists  from  around  the  world 
visits  Wesley’s  Chapel  on  City 
Road  in  London. 

Now  known  as  “the  Cathedral  of 
World  Methodism,”  it  was  the  cen¬ 
ter,  along  with  Bristol,  of  John  Wes¬ 
ley’s  activities  in  the  18th  century. 
Here,  on  property  that  was  once  a 
cannon  foundry,  John  Wesley 
preached,  lived  and  died. 

It  was  near  here  on  Aldersgate 
Street  in  1738  that  first  John’s 
brother,  Charles,  and  later  John 
himself  had  religious  experiences 
that  would  change  their  lives. 

Across  the  street  from  the  chapel 
is  Bunhill  Fields  Cemetery  where 
their  mother,  Susanna  Wesley,  is 
buried. 

Preached  to  1,500  people 

The  original  preaching  hall  where 
John  Wesley  and  others  preached 
could  seat  as  many  as  1,500  people. 
Wesley  used  that  building  from 
1739-78.  The  present  chapel,  de¬ 
signed  by  George  Dance,  surveyor  to 
the  City  of  London,  opened  in  1778. 

John  Wesley  called  the  new  cha¬ 
pel  “perfectly  neat  but  not  fine.” 
Compared  to  St.  Paul’s  Cathedral,  a 
brisk  walk  away,  the  chapel  is  not 
overwhelmingly  magnificent.  But  it 
is  elegantly  designed  and  quite 
beautiful. 

The  mahogany  pulpit  and  com¬ 
munion  rail  are  original.  A  dove 
and  serpent  motif — representing 
the  Holy  Spirit  and,  possibly,  heal¬ 
ing — is  carved  in  a  repeat  design  * 
around  the  overhanging  balcony. 

Tired  of  the  HUMP?  ; 

The  solution—  15  j 
passenger  van 
with  an  aisle,  raised 
roof  and  electric  step. 

Call  Trinity  Traniportatlon  800-330-3622 


Editor's  note:  This  completes  the 
coverage  of  Francis  Asbury,  the 
"father  of  American  Methodism," 
and  the  250th  anniversary  of  his 
birth  which  will  be  celebrated  this 
spring  and  summer  in  England. 

The  Museum  of  Methodism, 
opened  in  the  chapel’s  crypt  in  1984, 
traces  the  18th  century  origins  of 
Methodism  but  also  presents  many 


facets  of  a  movement  that  has  be¬ 
come  worldwide. 

One  Methodist  preacher  who 
helped  spread  the  movement  was 
Francis  Asbury.  The  museum  will 
mount  a  special  Asbury  exhibit  in 
1995  to  commemorate  the  250th 
anniversary  of  his  birth. 

Next  door  to  the  chapel  is  John 
Wesley's  house  which  has  a  collec¬ 
tion  of  Wesleyan  artifacts  including 
some  of  John’s  furniture  and  books 
which  he  read  in  French,  Italian, 
German,  ancient  Greek  and  Latin. 

'Powerhouse  of  Methodism' 

One  room  of  the  house  is  John 
Wesley’s  prayer  room,  which,  says 
curator  Alison  Taylor,  is  known  as 
“the  powerhouse  of  Methodism.” 

Ms.  Taylor  says  plans  are  under¬ 
way  to  develop  the  house  into  a 
more  fully  furnished,  homelike  dis¬ 
play. 

In  spite  of  the  history  associated 
with  the  chapel,  “it  is  not,  NOT 
simply  a  shrine,”  says  its  dynamic 
pastor,  the  Rev.  Paul  Hulme. 

“People  are  challenged  by  what 
this  place  has  been  and  still  is,”  he 
said. 

Mr.  Hulme  said  that  the  chapel  is 


Reporter  Snapshot 


PEW  CUSHIONS 

custom  made  for  any  style  pew  Fine  fabrics,  excellent  col¬ 
ors.  competitively  priced  On  your  next  seating  project, 
contact  Waggoners,  the  cushion  specialists! 

— write  or  call — 

Waggoners,  Inc. 

P.O  Box  1037  Hutchinson.  KS  67504 

NATIONWIDE  1-800-396-7555 


Finest  Fabrics  including 
Permanent  Press  and  Wash  s 
Wear  Superior  Quality  Free 
Color  Catalog  and  Fabric 
Swatches  on  Request 
Guaranteed  Sellaloclion 


P.O.  Box  10557  T 
Jacksonville,  Florida  32207 


United  Methodists  in  the  104th  Congress 

When  the  104th  Congress  convenes  in  Washington  this  month,  63  United 
Methodists  will  take  seats  in  the  Capitol  Building.  This  number  reflects 
a  decline  from  69  United  Methodists  holding  office  in  1992,  74  in  1982, 

85  in  1972  and  101  in  1963. 


Democrats 


Republicans 


-Alabama: 

Rep.  Glen  Browder 
Rep.  Bud  Cramer 
Sen.  Howell  Heflin 
-Arkansas: 

Sen.  Dale  Bumpers 
-California: 

Rep.  Calvin  Dooley 
Rep.  Robert  T.  Matsui 
Rep.  Norman  Y.  Mlneta 
-Florida: 

Rep.  George  E.  Brown  Jr. 
Rep.  Alcee  L.  Hastings 
■Georgia: 

Sen.  Sam  Nunn 
-Hawaii: 

Sen.  Daniel  K.  Inouye 
•Indiana: 

Rep.  Lee  H.  Hamilton 
-Louisiana: 

Rep.  Jimmy  Hayes 


-Mississippi: 

Rep.  Bennie  Thompson 
-New  Jersey: 

Rep.  Robert  G.  Torricelli 
-New  Mexico: 

Sen.  Jett  Blngaham 
•Tennessee: 

Rep.  Bob  Clement 
Rep.  Bart  Gordon 
•Texas: 

Rep.  John  Bryant 
Rap.  Jim  Chapman 
Rep.  Lloyd  Doggett 
Rep.  Chet  Edwards 
Rep.  Gene  Green 
Rep.  Ralph  M.  Hall 
Rep.  Greg  Laughlln 
Rep.  Solomon  P.  Ortiz 
Rep.  Charles  Wilson 
-Virginia: 

Rep.  Rick 


•Arizona: 

Rep.  Jim  Kolbe 
•Arkansas: 

Rep.  Jay  Dickey 
-California: 

Rep.  Jay  D.  Kim 
•Florida: 

Rep.  C.W.  Bill  Young 
•Georgia: 

Rep.  Bob  Barr 
Rep.  Mac  Collins 
Rep.  Charlie  Norwood 
Sen.  Pad  Coverdell 


•Idaho: 

Sen.  Larry  E.  Craig 
Sen.  Dirk  Kempthorne 
-Illinois: 

Rep.  Harris  W.  Fawell 
-Indiana: 

Rep.  Steve  Buyer 
Rep.  Thomas  W.  Ewing 
Sen.  Richard  G.  Lugar 
-Kansas: 

Rep.  Sam  Brownback 
Rep.  Jan  Meyers 
Rep.  Pat  Roberts 
Sen.  Robert  Oole 
-Louisiana: 

Rep.  Richard  H.  Baker 
Rep.  Jim  McCrery 
-Maryland: 

Rep.  Robert  Ehrlllch.  Jr. 
Rep.  Wayne  Gllchrest 


-New  Jersey: 

Rep.  Bob  Franks 
Rep.  J.  James  Saxton 
•North  Carolina: 

Rep.  Sue  Myrlck 
-Ohio: 

Rep.  Frank  A.  Cremeans 
Rep.  David  L.  Hobson 
Rep.  Steven  LaTourette 
Rep.  Rob  Portman 
•Pennsylvaina: 

Rep.  Bill  Goodling 
-Tennessee: 

Rep.  James  H.  Quillen 
•Texas: 

Rep.  Joe  L.  Barton 
Rep.  Larry  Combest 
Rep.  Sam  Johnson 
-Wyoming: 

Sen.  Craig  Thomas 


REPORTER  ILLUSTRATION  BY  DEBRA  MCKNIGHT 


a  living  church  where  the  powerless 
and  the  powerful  worship  side  by 
side. 

Among  the  powerful  members  is 
former  Prime  Minister  Margaret 
Thatcher,  who  was  married  at  the 
chapel. 

Mr.  Hulme  hosts  a  series  of  week¬ 
ly  lunchtime  “Conversations”  with 
illustrious  guests  “who  are  Chris¬ 
tian  and  can  articulate  their  faith.” 

'A  religious  Carson  show' 

He  describes  the  event  as  “a  reli¬ 
gious  Carson  show”  in  which  he  in¬ 
terviews  such  guests  as  the  editor  of 
the  London  Times,  the  chairman  of 
the  British  Broadcasting  Corp.,  the 
president  of  the  national 
mineworkers  union  and  author  Su¬ 
san  Howatch,  who  wrote  a  series  of 
best  selling  novels  based  on  20th 
century  Anglican  theology. 

Mr.  Hulme  said  he  is  looking  for¬ 
ward  to  an  increase  in  United  Meth¬ 
odist  visitors  to  the  chapel  in  1995. 

“We  are  deeply  conscious  of  and 
enormously  indebted  to  the  gener¬ 
osity  of  the  American  [United] 
Methodist  Church,”  he  said,  “not 
just  financially  but  the  way  in 
which  they  return  again  and  again 
to  share  their  excitement.” 
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new  year  s 
interview 


Many  periodicals  start  the  New  Year  with  inter¬ 
views.  Often  these  interviews  are  with  experts  in  vari¬ 
ous  fields.  For  this  column,  a  United  Methodist  pastor 
who  served  the  Oklahoma  Annual  Conference  for  25 
years  is  interviewing  the  bishop  of  the  Louisiana  Annu¬ 
al  Conference.  If  anyone  detects  a  split  personality,  so 
be  it! 
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■n:  You  have  been  in  this  job  almost  6  l/i  years.  How  does  life 
as  a  bishop  differ  from  life  as  a  pastor? 

Bishop  Oden:  The  major  difference  is  I  have  no  ongoing  weekly  com¬ 
munity  of  support  and  no  regular  rhythm  of  worship  with  an  ongoing 
covenanted  community  of  faith. 

Bill:  Where  is  your  covenant  community? 

The  good  bishop:  The  Discipline  grounds  it  in  the  Council  of  Bishops. 
It  meets  twice  a  year.  I  also  find  a  supportive  community  in  the  Cabi¬ 
net.  It  meets  10  times  a  year.  Neither  of  these  is  geographically  close 
enough  or  physically  available  when  many  needs  and  crises  arise.  You 
can’t  get  comfort  from  a  fax  machine  or  a  hug  from  a  telephone. 

Bill:  What  is  the  upside  of  your  office? 

T.  G.  B.:  It  is  being  at  the  point  where  the  life  of  the  church  intersects 
the  world,  working  with  laity,  shepherding  clergy,  wrestling  with 
many  problems  that  are  keeping  the  church  from  being  its  most  faith¬ 
ful  self. 

Bill:  What  is  the  downside  of  your  job? 


T.  G.  B.:  See  above. 


Bill:  Now  don’t  get  flippant!  Name  some  of  the  concerns  that  keep 
United  Methodism  from  fulfilling  its  mission. 

T.  G.  B.:  First,  a  drift  toward  Congregationalism.  As  John  Wesley 
grew  older,  the  question  of  a  successor  haunted  him.  He  considered 
John  Fletcher,  an  able  but  humble  preacher.  Fletcher  died  six  years 
before  Wesley.  He  thought  about  Coke.  Coke  was  too  ambitious.  Fi¬ 
nally  Wesley  decided  that  the  congregations  (societies)  had  to  have 
support  and  supervision.  He  placed  this  in  the  hands  of  the  Confer¬ 
ence  as  trustee  of  the  future.  It  still  is.  Neither  control-oriented  laity 
nor  autocratic  bishops  can  change  that.  But  the  authority  of  the  Con¬ 
ference  is  being  called  into  question.  Congregations  aren’t  sure  they 
trust  decisions  of  the  Conference.  Many  leaders  of  our  local  churches 
have  no  —  or  very  little  —  understanding  of  what  “conference”  and 
“connection”  mean.  And  our  pastors  are  not  always  good  teachers. 

Bill:  Other  problems? 
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Convocation  of  boards  set  Jan  26-27 

V  urj  a  |ou<i  is  |*j  ^y.  ferry?  jo 
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3  FOUNTAINS  OF  LIVING  WATER 
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David  Miller 
top  scholar 
will  speak 

Workshops  and  lectures,  both  in 
New  Orleans  and  in  Baton  Rouge, 
by  one  of  America’s  leading  schol¬ 
ars,  Dr.  David  L.  Miller,  will  be 
among  the  many 
January  opportu¬ 
nities  for  Confer¬ 
ence  members  to 
be  inspired  and 
hear  new  ideas. 

The  events  are 
announced  by 
Dr.  John  Winn, 
director,  Center 
for  Pastoral  Ef¬ 
fectiveness,  and 
Rev.  W.  Craig  Gilliam,  pastor, 
Parker  Memorial  UMC. 

Speaker's  schedule 

Miller,  professor  of  religion  at 
Syracuse  University,  will  lecture 
and  dialogue  on  "Shadows  of  Chris¬ 
tianity:  Religion  and  Pathology,”  at 
Parker  Memorial  UMC,  1130 
Nashville  Ave.,  New  Orleans. 

The  congregation  invites  others 
to  join  them  from  7  to  8:30  p.m. 
Sunday,  Jan.  29.  Registration  fee  is 
S10  in  advance  and  $12  at  the 
event.  A  local  store  will  have  a  book 
display.  Miller  has  written  five 
books  and  over  60  articles  and  book 
chapters.  His  latest  books  are  Three 
Faces  of  God  and  Hells  and  Holy 
Ghosts. 


Coming  from  all  nine  districts  of 
the  state,  members  of  Conference 
boards,  commissions  and  commit¬ 
tees  will  gather  in  Baton  Rouge  for 
the  annual  Convocation  of  Boards 
Jan.  26-27.  First  UMC  in  down¬ 
town  Baton  Rouge  will  again  be  the 
location  for  most  of  the  meetings. 

“Disciples:  Fountains  of  Living 
Water”  will  be  the  theme  for  the 
meetings  and  banquet  during  which 
clergy  and  laity  leaders  of  the  Con¬ 
ference  will  have  opportunities  to 
renew  their  spiritual  commitment 
to  God  and  the  church. 

Always  a  highlight  of  the  convoca¬ 
tion,  the  banquet  is  slated  Thursday, 
Jan.  26,  at  6:30  p.m.  in  the  gym. 

Testimonials  about  their  faith  will 
be  presented  by  three  persons:  Rev. 
Roger  Templeton,  Conference  direc¬ 
tor  of  Youth  and  Campus  Ministries; 
Rev.  Darlene  Moore-James  of  Welsh, 
pastor  of  Jones-Mallalieu-Trinity 
UM  Charge,  and  layperson,  Dr.  Da¬ 
vid  Cummings,  McGuire  UMC, 
West  Monroe.  There  will  be  some 
surprising  portions  of  the  unique  pro¬ 
gram  in  which  all  districts  are  to  be 
represented. 

C.  A.  ‘Hap’  Martin,  chair.  Con¬ 
ference  Council  on  Ministries,  will 
preside.  Bishop  William  Oden  is  to 
open  the  meeting  with  prayer. 

Individual  planning  meetings  are 
slated. 

Meetings  on  Thursday,  Jan.  26, 

Register  now! 


are  as  follows:  Board  of  Pensions,  9 
a.m.  Parish  Hall  at  the  church; 
Town  and  Country  Ministries,  SL- 
10,  9  a.m.;  Board  of  Ordained  Min¬ 
istry,  9  a.m.  Room  SL-04  (Tharseon 
Classroom);  Church  Extension  SL- 
02,  10  a.m.;  VISION  2000  Confer¬ 
ence  Committee,  noon,  Head¬ 
quarters  Building,  Area  meeting 
Room;  Board  of  Higher  Education, 
1:30  p.m.,  AB-115  at  the  church; 
Serving  Ministry,  3  p.m.  AB-112; 
Board  of  Diaconal  Ministry,  3  p.m. 
AB-1 13;  Board  of  Church  and  Soci¬ 
ety,  Executive  Committee,  4  p.m. 
AB-1 14;  Communications  Commit¬ 
tee,  4:30  p.m.  AB-107  and  CCOM 
Executive  Committee,  4:30  p.m. 
Headquarters  Building. 

All  participants  will  meet  at  6:30 
p.m.  in  the  gym  for  the  banquet. 

Two  groups  are  to  meet  for  break¬ 
fast  on  Friday.  Jan.  27  —  the  Board 
of  Trustees  at  7  a.m.  in  the  Radis- 
son  Hotel  (formerly  Sheraton  Ho¬ 
tel)  and  the  Conference  Board  of 


Laity,  7:30  a.m.  Radisson  Hotel. 

In  rooms  at  First  UMC,  the  fol¬ 
lowing  boards  will  meet  at  9  a.m. 
Friday,  Jan.  27:  Diaconal  Ministry, 
Ordained  Ministry,  Discipleship, 
Church  and  Society,  Higher  Educa¬ 
tion,  Health  and  Welfare. 

Also  scheduled  to  convene  Friday 
at  9  a.m.  in  rooms  at  the  church  are 
the  Commissions  of  Equitable 
Compensation,  Archives  and  Histo¬ 
ry,  Religion  and  Race,  Christian 
Unity  and  Interreligious  Concerns 
and  the  Committee  on  Special  Min¬ 
istries. 

Meeting  at  10  am.  Friday  in  the 
Headquarters  Building  will  be  the 
Council  on  Finance  and  Adminis¬ 
tration. 

Set  for  10  a.m.  Friday  at  the 
church  will  be  meetings  of  the  Com¬ 
mission  on  Status  and  Role  of 
Women  and  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries. 

The  Council  on  Ministries  will 
meet  at  3  p.m.  in  the  Parish  Hall  at 
the  church. 


Dr.  David  L.  Miller 


T.  G.  B.:  Pastoral  leadership.  There  was  a  day  when  congregations  ac¬ 
cepted  an  appointment  that  didn’t  fit,  knowing  that  there  would  be  a 
change  in  a  couple  of  years.  Laity  now  know  the  pastors  better.  They 
have  as  strong  a  grapevine  as  clergy.  Every  congregation  believes  it  de¬ 
serves  a  pastor  who  knows  and  can  interpret  the  Bible,  who  may  not  be 
Billy  Graham  but  who  works  faithfully  on  preaching,  who  is  present  in 
a  family  crisis,  who  is  usually  available,  and  who  has  above  average  so¬ 
cial  and  communication  skills.  And  I  agree. 

Bill:  Isn’t  that  level  of  pastoral  leadership  available  in  Louisiana? 

T.  G.  B.:  Yes,  in  most  cases.  And  we  are  working  hard  to  help  pastors 
increase  their  skills.  But  laity  all  over  the  church  are  calling  for  an  end 
to  guaranteed  appointments  because  they  perceive  the  appointive  sys¬ 
tem  has  become  a  security  blanket  for  pastors  regardless  of  compe¬ 
tence  or  effectiveness.  I  can  sympathize  with  their  concerns.  Clergy  do 
not  constitute  a  professional  lobbying  union.  We  are  a  covenanted 
body  of  servants  who  agree  to  be  sent  where  the  needs  of  the  church 
intersect  our  gifts. 

Frankly,  bishops  and  cabinets  do  not  always  make  wise  appoint¬ 
ments  and  are  often  limited  by  available  pastors  at  that  time.  You 
don’t  solve  one  congregation’s  problem  at  the  expense  of  another  —  at 
least  not  without  anguish  and  prayer.  When  I  compare  our  appointive 
system  with  ways  other  denominations  provide  pastoral  leadership  to 
local  churches,  ours  is  fairer  and  more  effective  for  both  churches  and 
pastors  than  others. 

Bill:  You  haven’t  mentioned  apportionments. 

T.  G.  B.:  You  are  right.  I  don’t  see  apportionments  as  an  unsolvable 
problem.  Strong  pastoral  leadership  and  visionary  laity  can  turn 
around  a  local  church’s  attitude  on  apportionments  in  a  short  time. 
The  reverse  is  also  true.  A  pastor  who  has  little  commitment  to  the 
connectional  mission  can  reduce  a  congregation’s  commitment  to  ap¬ 
portionments  in  an  equally  short  time.  There  is  only  one  circumstance 
which  really  stirs  my  generally  serene  self:  when  pastors  increase  (or 
allow  an  increase  of)  salary  at  the  expense  of  apportionments.  That  is 
a  sin  against  God  and  the  Discipline! 

Bill:  Is  your  work  in  Louisiana  meaningful? 

T.  G.  B.:  I  love  my  work.  The  problems  I  deal  with  are  not  all-consum¬ 
ing  or  overwhelming.  The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  is  healthy 
and  has  strong  and  committed  lay  and  clergy  leadership.  This  June, 
we  celebrate  the  25th  session  of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference,  the 
merger  of  the  “Anglo”  and  “Black”  conferences.  While  we  have 
“miles  to  go”  in  creating  an  inclusive  church,  progress  continues.  VI¬ 
SION  2000  has  energized  our  local  churches;  partnership  missions 
with  Russia,  Africa  and  Cuba  are  on  center  stage.  Quest  for  Quality  is 
beginning  to  clarify  priorities  for  the  future.  New  congregations  are 
being  planted.  Cursillo,  Disciple  Bible  Study  and  Volunteers  in  Mis¬ 
sion  are  creating  newly  empowered  laity.  Youth  ministry  is  alive  and 
well.  United  Methodist  Women  and  United  Methodist  Men  are  grow¬ 
ing.  While  I  continue  to  be  concerned  about  our  membership  losses,  I 
see  signs  of  that  turning  around.  We  are  beginning  to  experience  re¬ 
newal!  Louisiana  is  an  exciting  place  to  serve. 

Bill:  Is  there  any  book  that  would  help  both  lay  and  clergy  understand 
what  the  renewed  church  will  look  like  into  the  new  millennium  and 
how  to  be  a  part  of  the  journey? 

T.  G.  B.  Yes.  Beyond  a  doubt,  it  is  Loren  Mead’s  new  book  Trans¬ 
forming  Congregations  for  the  Future. 

Bill:  Is  there  any  area  where  progress  is  not  apparent? 

T.  G.  B.  and  Bill:  Yes.  Marilyn  is  still  looking  for  the  perfect  Louisi¬ 
ana  bread  pudding.  She  hasn’t  found  it  but  has  intensified  the  search. 


How  and  when  to  offer  Christ  to  other  people 
will  be  School  of  Evangelism  theme  Feb.  15-18 


Sang  E.  Chun 

Director  of  Evangelism 
Ministries 


Shirley  F.  Clement 

Director  of  Evangelism 
Ministries 


Terrance  Hayes 

Director  of  Evangelism 
and  Revitalization 
Ministries 


Evangelism 


Miller  also  will  preach  at  the 
10:45  a.m.  worship  service  Sunday, 
Jan.  29,  at  Parker  Memorial  UMC. 

Then  on  Monday,  Jan.  30,  from 
10  a.m.  to  3  p.m.  he  will  conduct  a 
workshop  sponsored  by  the  Center 
for  Pastoral  Effectiveness  at  First 
UMC,  Baton  Rouge.  His  topic  will 
be  “Discerning  the  Spirits:  New 
Faces  of  Spirituality.” 

The  workshop  fee  of  $35  includes 
lunch  and  .5  CEU. 

RSVP  as  soon  as  possible.  All 
events  together  will  cost  $45.  Make 
all  checks  payable  to  Parker  Memo¬ 
rial  UMC  and  mail  to:  Parker  Me¬ 
morial  UMC, 1130  Nashville  Ave., 
New  Orleans  LA  70115. 

Religion  and  Psychology 

Miller,  an  internationally-recog¬ 
nized  scholar,  teaches  courses  in  re¬ 
ligion  and  myth,  depth  psychology 
and  literature.  He  also  has  taught  at 
Rutgers  and  Drew  universities,  Up- 
sala  College  and  C.  G.  Jung  Insti¬ 
tute  in  Zurich,  Switzerland. 

He  currently  is  visiting  professor 
at  Pacifica  Graduate  Institute  in 
Santa  Barbara,  Calif. 

Psychologist,  author  and  scholar. 
James  Hillman,  said  of  the  speaker. 
“David  Miller  is  surely  one  of  the 
most  passionate  and  profound 
teachers  of  the  Christian  faith  in 
America  today.  I  always  learn  from 
him.” 


What  a  month! 

Dr.  Leonard  Sweet,  Ameri¬ 
ca’s  most  creative  minister” 
speaks  at  First  UMC,  Baton 
Rouge:  7  p.m.  Friday,  Jan.  13; 
8:45  a.m.  Saturday,  Jan.  14, 
and  8:30  and  1 1  a.m.  Saturday, 
Jan.  15.  For  information  call: 
504-383-4777. 

*  *  * 

VISION  2000  training  ses¬ 
sion,  Dillard  University  will  be 
held  Saturday,  Jan.  21,9-4  p.m. 
For  information  call:  504-346- 
1646. 

*  *  * 

North  Louisiana  Christian 
Ashram  is  to  be  Jan.  19-21,  at 
Holiday  Inn,  Ruston,  with  the 
cooperation  of  Trinity  UMC, 
Ruston.  Evangelist  will  be  Dr. 
Kenneth  Cain  Kinghom  of  As- 
bury  Theological  Seminary  and 
Bible  teacher  is  to  be  Dr.  Tom 
C.  Fuller,  senior  pastor.  First 
UMC,  Big  Spring,  Texas.  For 
information  call:  Ann  Parvin, 
318-443-0426. 


“Offering  Christ  Today”  is  the 
theme  for  the  School  of  Evangelism 
set  for  Wednesday,  Feb.  15,  through 
Saturday,  Feb.  18,  in  First  UMC, 
Alexandria,  Rev.  Jon  Tellifero,  as¬ 
sociate  pastor,  First  UMC,  Pine- 
ville,  announces. 

Six  outstanding  leaders,  including 
Roger  Swanson,  who  has  been  a  VI¬ 
SION  2000  speaker,  will  be  fea¬ 
tured.  Swanson  will  be  joined  by 
two  other  directors  of  Evangelism 
Ministries,  Sang  E.  Chaun  and 
Shirley  F.  Clement.  Other  leaders 
are  to  be  Terrance  Hayes,  director 
of  Evangelism  and  Revitalization 
Ministries;  David  W.  Kerr,  director 
of  Preaching  Evangelism,  and  Craig 
K.  Miller,  director  of  New  Congre¬ 
gational  Development. 

About  100  registrations  have 
been  received  by  Ann  Parvin  of 
First  UMC,  Pineville,  318-443- 
0426.  She  should  be  contacted  no 
later  than  the  week  of  Jan.  15,  by 
persons  planning  to  attend.  Minis¬ 
ters  have  been  sent  registration 
forms  and  brochures  about  the 


Human  Relations  Day  is  cele¬ 
brated  during  Epiphany  on  the  Sun¬ 
day  before  the  observance  of  the 
birthday  of  Martin  Luther  King  Jr. 
On  Human  Relations  Day,  Jan.  15, 
we  in  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  recognize  and  support  the 
right  of  all  of  God’s  people  to  real¬ 
ize  their  potential  as  human  beings 
in  relationship  with  each  other. 

At  local  churches,  an  offering  will 
be  made  by  members  that  day,  the 
first  of  Six  Special  Sundays  each 
year  when  collections  are  taken 
throughout  the  denomination. 

The  funds  will  support  the  Com¬ 
munity  Developers,  UM  Voluntary 
Services,  two  programs  adminis¬ 
tered  by  the  General  Board  of  Glob¬ 
al  Ministries,  and  the  Youth 
Offender  Rehabilitation  Program 
administered  by  the  General  Board 
of  Church  and  Society. 

Rev.  Freddie  Henderson,  pastor 
of  Wesley  UMC,  Baton  Rouge, 
said,  “We  will  highlight  the  day 
with  information  in  our  bulletin. 
We  also  will  challenge  the  congrega¬ 
tion  to  heighten  efforts  to  keep  the 
dream  (of  MLK)  alive.  We  highlight 
his  efforts  and  examine  what  is  go¬ 
ing  on  in  society  today.” 

Rev.  Theo  Standley,  pastor  of 
Louisiana  Memorial  UMC,  Opelou- 


event,  the  fees,  housing  and  other 
details.  Some  persons  have  applied 
for  scholarships. 

Registration  will  be  from  3  to  6 
p.m.  Feb.  1 5  and  the  final  event  is 
to  be  lunch  and  departure  at  1 1:30 
a.m.  Feb.  18. 


sas,  said  the  church  will  observe 
Human  Relations  Day.  It  will  be 
publicized  in  the  bulletin  and  he 
will  speak  about  it  during  the  ser¬ 
vice.  An  offering  is  to  be  taken. 


The  School  of  Evangelism  is 
sponsored  by  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence,  the  Program  Unit  on  Evange¬ 
lism  of  the  General  Board  of 
Evangelism  of  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship  and  the  Foundation 
for  Evangelism. 


Dillard  University  plans  activi¬ 
ties  including  a  Memorial  Concert 
Sunday  at  3  p.m.  Tuesday  at  1 1 
a.m.  a  drama  will  depict  a  meeting 
between  MLK  and  Malcolm  X. 


Human  Relations  Day  and  MLK's  birthday  observance  planned 


The  Chancel  Choir  of  Robert's  UMC,  Denham  Springs,  acknowl¬ 
edged  roots  by  wearing  African  attire  for  the  56th  anniversary  cele¬ 
bration  service  in  1994,  Patricia  |.  Muse  reports.  Both  old  and  new 
selections  were  presented  by  the  choir  whose  director  and  pianist  is 
Joyce  B.  Gross.  Other  accompanists  were  the  organist,  Christopher 
Gross  and  guest  musicians.  Pastor  of  the  church  is  Rev.  Wilbur  G.  C. 
Davis  Sr. 


Faith  forum 
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A  way  of  knowing 
that  defies  proof 


Epiphany,  the  season  between 
Christmas  and  Lent,  is  an  example 
of  how  the  seasons  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  year  remind  believers  that 
God's  ways  are  not  humans’  ways. 

Variously  observed  by  Chris¬ 
tians  to  commemorate  Jesus’  bap¬ 
tism  and  the  magis'  journey  to  the 
manger,  Epiphany  points  to  a 
truth  that  disturbs  yet  offers  hope. 

The  truth  is  embedded  in  the  def¬ 
inition  of  the  word  itself.  Epiphany 
(from  the  Greek  verb  translated 
“show  forth”)  means  “a  manifesta¬ 
tion  or  revelation  of  God." 

Epiphany  provides  an  occasion 
to  contrast  ordinary  ways  of 
knowing,  primarily  via  human 
reasoning,  with  another  way  of 
knowing,  namely  through  God’s 
unexpected  and  unreasoning  entry 
into  human  awareness  as  in  the 
birth  of  a  child. 

Generally  speaking,  the  world 
operates  according  to  reasoning, 
litis  is  the  world  that  runs  by  the 
clock,  treasures  the  “bottom  line,” 
plays  according  to  human-made 
rules,  values  logic  and  order  and 
distrusts  unpredictable  things  like 
love  and  compassion. 

In  short,  we  humans  like  to 
function  by  reasoning  because  it 
places  control  over  matters 
where  we  most  want  it — in  our 
own  hands  and  minds. 

“Knowledge  is  power,”  we  say, 
and  few  doubt  what  kind  of 
knowledge  is  at  issue. 


Editorial 


By  contrast,  the  knowing  that 
comes  through  Epiphany  issues 
from  a  Source  beyond  our  con¬ 
trol,  as  an  "Aha!”  One  cannot 
think  one’s  way  to  an  epiphany; 
it  occurs,  with  a  brilliance  rival¬ 
ing  that  of  the  star  which  drew 
wise  men  from  the  East, 

When  epiphany  comes,  we  be¬ 
come  like  the  magi,  traveling  in  a 
direction  we  didn’t  expect,  bring¬ 
ing  forth  our  best  gifts  that  some¬ 
how  become  endowed  with  a 
significance  beyond  mere  being 
or  function. 

An  epiphany  brings  all  knowl¬ 
edge  acquired  through  reason¬ 
ing — particularly  the  kind  that 
leads  to  abusive  worldly  power — 
under  divine  scrutiny  and  judg¬ 
ment.  Thus  does  a  revelation  of 
God  transform  our  lives. 

Discernment  of  God’s  trans¬ 
forming  revelation  is  a  gift  of  the 
Spirit  to  Christians  and  to  the 
world.  Its  kind  of  knowing  defies 
scientific  proof,  yet  it  brings 
meaning  for  our  lives  that 
eclipses  our  tick-tock  world. 

In  the  New  Year,  let’s  antici¬ 
pate  and  claim  our  epiphanies. 
As  we  do,  let’s  be  prepared  to  be 
surprised  and  changed  by  the 
One  whose  reasons  for  revela¬ 
tions  are  always  good. 


Let's  count  the  entire  UMC  population l 


I  must  raise  a  question  relative  to 
James  Cammack’s  letter  and  chart 
(see  UMR,  Dec.  9). 

Does  The  United  Methodist 
Church  consist  of  only  its  full  mem¬ 
bers?  Of  course  only  3  percent  are 
in  the  24-and-under  category  if  we 
ignore  all  the  children  and  infants. 

If  we  are  going  to  compare  figures 
with  the  U.  S.  population,  let’s  use 
figures  reflective  of  the  full  United 
Methodist  population. 

Lloyd  Dice  Tennies 
Sigel,  Pennsylvania 

It's  elegant 

I  disagree  with  George  Rigby’s  as¬ 
sertion  (see  UMR,  Dec.  16)  that  the 
bishops’  report  on  “Biblical  Wis¬ 
dom  and  Current  Theological  Fer¬ 
ment”  does  not  demonstrate 
episcopal  responsibility  for  and  ad¬ 
ministration  of  doctrinal  discipline 
in  the  church. 

The  report  is  an  elegant,  thought¬ 
ful  description  of  the  interplay  in 
the  Wesleyan  tradition  between  the 
maintenance  of  doctrinal  standards 
and  the  encouragement  of  theologi¬ 
cal  exploration. 

In  their  critique  of  the  worship  of 
Sophia  as  a  goddess,  in  their  com¬ 
mitment  to  trinitarian  theology  and 
language  and  in  their  insistence  that 
anthropomorphic  language  cannot 
be  applied  literally  to  God,  the  bish¬ 
ops  clearly  affirm  fundamental  doc¬ 
trinal  principles. 

John  R.  Regier 
Belmont,  Massachusetts 

I  suggest . . . 

In  the  Dec.  9  issue  an  article  by 
the  Rev.  Allison  Cambre  concerned 
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our  dysfunctional  church.  1  agree 
with  the  article.  As  a  layman  who 
has  sat  in  the  pew  for  more  than  50 
years,  1  have  a  few  suggestions. 

The  United  Methodist  Church 
has  recited  its  creeds,  formal  re¬ 
sponses  and  prayers  for  so  many 
years  that  most  of  us  fail  to  remem¬ 
ber  what  we  recited  and  the  rich¬ 
ness  of  the  message.  I  think  we  need 
to  part  company  with  much  of  our 
traditional  order  of  worship. 

We  need  an  order  of  worship  that 
is  much  friendlier  with  more  con¬ 
gregational  singing  and  powerful 
anthems  ringing  with  simple  and 
warm  Messages  about  God’s  love. 

More  structure  should  be  directed 
toward  the  invitation  to  Christian 
discipleship  at  the  close  of  the  ser¬ 
vice.  This  is  a  very  sacred  time  and 


all  the  congregation  should  be  led 
by  song  and  sermon  to  pray  for 
this  important  moment. 

Further,  there  are  certain  basic  be¬ 
liefs  from  which  we  should  never  part: 
Jesus  is  the  Son  of  God,  was  bom  of 
the  Virgin  Mary,  lived,  died,  and  was 
resurrected  for  our  sins.  If  we  don’t  at 
least  accept  that  much  and  teach  it  to 
the  world  then  we  aren’t  a  Christian 
body  as  I  have  come  to  know  the 
meaning  of  the  term. 

Methodism  has  to  give  its  mem¬ 
bers  and  visitors  something  solid  to 
hold  on  to  if  they  are  to  return  to 
the  pews.  In  the  process  of  change, 
however,  we  should  never  forget  to 
do  what  we  as  Methodist  do  best 
and  continue  to  love  all  people  re¬ 
gardless  of  who  or  what  they  are. 

William  T.  Bacon 
Houston,  Texas 

Lighten  up  and  listen 

While  I  certainly  agree  with  Musi¬ 
cian  Billy  Joel’s  concern  about  our 
world  needing  more  greatness  and  less 


The  'rabbi'  behind  editorials  deserves  a  'well  done' 


It’s  a  stretch  to  imagine  most 
readers  saying  goodbye  to  someone 
they  hardly  know. 

Comparative  anonymity  is  a 
X  price  we  pay  in  the  mass  media 
business.  Yet  while  we  may  be  pro¬ 
fessionally  anonymous  as  personal¬ 
ities,  our  minds — even  our  souls — 
become  exposed  to  our  readers 
through  our  writing  and  editing.  > 
Thus  many  who  have  found  in¬ 
formation,  inspiration  and  occa¬ 
sional  irritation  on  these  opinion 
pages  over  the  years  will  remember 
the  name  of  Stephen  L.  Swecker.  He 
was  an  associate  editor  on  this  staff 
from  1982-92,  the  page  editor  for 
most  of  those  years  and  more  re¬ 
cently  a  contributing  editor. 

An  ordained  United  Methodist 
minister,  he  actually  left  the  resi¬ 
dent  staff  30  months  ago  to  return 
to  serving  a  local  congregation,  spe- 


Letter 

from 

the 

Editor 

John  A.  Lovelace 


cifically  as  pastor  of  an  ecumenical 
church  near  Buffalo,  N.Y. 

But  his  desire  to  stay  in  touch 
with  newspapering  and  our  reluc¬ 
tance  to  surrender  him  to  the  pas¬ 
torate  have  kept  him  and  us — and, 
thus,  you — connected.  Now  even 
this  relationship  has  ended. 

We  value  him  most  as  a  journalist 
for  the  thing  he  is  least  known  for, 
namely  as  the  principal  drafter,  pol¬ 
isher,  defender,  explicator  and  ex¬ 


emplar  of  each  issue’s  editorial. 
Because  it  has  long  been  this  news¬ 
paper's  policy  not  to  sign  editori¬ 
als — we  believe  that  they  are 
stronger  overall  as  a  corporate  state¬ 
ment  rather  than  that  of  any  indi¬ 
vidual — his  work  has  been  generally 
unheralded. 

Not,  however,  by  those  who  know 
him.  The  editorial  above  is  typically  • 
Sweckerian.  Its  genesis  came,  as 
most  Reporter  editorials  do,  out  of 
staff  discussion  that  he  led:  What’s 
our  topic?  What’s  our  thesis  on  that 
topic?  What’s  our  opinion  about 
that  topic?  What’s  our  call  for  read¬ 
er  action? 

Once  the  staff  answered  those 
questions,  Stephen  would  typically 
turn  to  his  notes  and  within  24 
hours  deliver  a  thorough,  literate, 
reasoned  draft  for  staff  critique.  Sel¬ 
dom  did  a  draft  of  his  need  more 


than  tinkering. 

To  the  extent  that  Reporter  edito¬ 
rials  serve  a  teaching  function 
across  the  church,  Stephen  Swecker 
is  one  of  Christianity’s  true  rabbis 
of  the  1980s  and  90s.  As  a  teacher, 
he  could  exhort  and  he  could  scold 
but  never  could  he  punish. 

With  an  ecumenical  heart,  he 
could  also  editorially  lead  us  all  to 
cherish  the  larger  church.  Perhaps 
no  Scripture  came  more  naturally 
from  his  keyboard  than  the  one  for 
Christian  unity  “that  they  may  be 
one  . . .  that  the  world  might  be¬ 
lieve”  (John  17:20-21). 

Rabbi  Swecker,  perpetual  beard 
and  all,  has  been  a  good  shepherd 
for  his  reading  flock.  I  know  virtual¬ 
ly  all  would  want  me,  for  them,  to 
tell  him  goodbye  and  to  affirm  a 
ministry  well  done. 

—JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


Stephen  L.  Swecker 


cool,  I  absolutely  disagree  with  his  as¬ 
sessment  of  contemporary  rock/pop 
music  (see  UMR,  Dec.  2). 

Anyone  who  has  listened  to  the 
lyrics  of  Pearl  Jam  or  Public  Ene¬ 
my,  Counting  Crows  or  the  Cran¬ 
berries,  knows  that  not  all  that 
radio  has  to  offer  is  "canned,  fro¬ 
zen,  processed  flutter.” 

Furthermore,  I  also  acknowledge 
profound  substance  and  greatness 
(perhaps  even  preveniently  God-di¬ 
rected)  in  today’s  rock  music,  and  of 
all  places,  even  on  the  radio. 

If  the  church  would  ever  lighten 
up  and  listen  to  what  the  “un¬ 
churched”  are  listening  to,  what 
really  moves  them,  we  might  just 
discover  that  they  are  searching  for 
the  bread  of  life  too,  just  like  us. 

Mark  Thurman 
Trenton,  Texas 

The  purpose  of  prayer 

Regarding  a  Faith  Watch  item 
“Opposes  Amendment”  (see  UMR, 
Dec.  2): 

I  was  very  surprised  that  a  man  of 
Rev.  Thom  Fassett’s  caliber  could 
have  been  led  astray  about  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  a  school  prayer  amendment. 

The  purpose  is  not  one  or  two 
minutes  a  day  of  religious  indoctri¬ 
nation  led  by  a  representative  of 
government.  The  purpose  is  a  vol¬ 
untary  expression  of  religious  con¬ 
science  by  students  acting  out  their 
faith  in  accordance  with  the  free  ex¬ 
ercise  clause  of  the  Constitution. 

Only  teachers  or  students  caught 
up  in  a  hectic  and  noisy  school  situ¬ 
ation  can  appreciate  the  value  of 
one  or  two  minutes  of  quiet  at  the 
start  of  each  day  ...  to  settle  down, 
collect  their  thoughts  and  redirect 
attitudes  through  the  medium  of  si¬ 
lent  or  verbal  prayer. 

Jack  O’Rourke 
Auburn,  Pennsylvania 

Address  letters  for  publication  to 
"Letters  to  the  Editor,  ”  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box 
660275.  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275, 
or  fax  letters  to  214-630-0079. 


Youth  conclave  a  glimpse  of  New  Jerusalem 


By  MITCH  STRIPLING 

Revelation  21:1-5,  about  the 
coming  of  the  new  heaven  and  new 
earth,  was  the  theme  for  the  Fifth 
International  Christian  Youth  Con¬ 
ference  in  Hamburg,  Germany. 

The  theme  says  that  all  of  the  old 
ways  are  passing  away  and  that  the 
day  will  come  when  the  pain  will  be 
gone  and  the  New  Jerusalem  will  be 
here.  The  conference  was  just  the  ti¬ 
niest  taste  of  what  that  could  be 
like —  a  glance  at  the  New  Jerusa¬ 
lem  through  a  glass  darkly. 

I  want  to  share  three  stories  that  I 
think  will  give  you  a  better  feel  for 
the  conference  than  any  reports  or 
statistics  could  do. 

Tension  between  groups 

The  first  story  is  about  tension. 

There  was  some  tension  between 
the  groups,  especially  between  the 
American  contingent  and  some  of 
the  host  participants  from  Germany 
over  housing. 

We  lived  in  “family  groups”  of 
mixed  nationalities.  There  were 
about  10  people  in  my  room,  a  pub¬ 
lic  school  classroom.  We  slept  on 
mats  on  the  floor. 


My  Witness 


Mitch  Stripling 
is  a  member  ol 
the  First  United 
Methodist  Church 
in  Lawrenceville > 
Georgia  (North 
Georgia  Annual 
Conference). 


Some  Americans  didn’t  consider 
this  arrangement  worthy  of  them, 
so  they  rented  hotel  rooms  and 
stayed  there  throughout  the  confer¬ 
ence.  The  conference’s  daily  news¬ 
letter  published  a  commentary 
saying  that  Americans  couldn’t  live 
without  their  modem  conveniences 
and  their  material  things. 

Yes,  there  were  some  hard  feel¬ 
ings.  But  the  good  part  of  it  was  that 
over  the  course  of  the  week,  those 
prejudices  began  to  melt  and  fade 
away  as  people  discovered  each  oth¬ 
er’s  humanity. 

A  new  paradigm 

The  second  story  astounds  me.  I 


have  discovered  something  that  we 
in  the  church  have  been  looking  for 
over  the  course  of  many  years — a 
new  evangelical  paradigm! 

Those  are  a  couple  of  50-cent 
words  for  a  very  simple  thing.  It 
comes  from  a  friend  of  mine,  Jaban, 
from  Kenya. 

I  told  Jaban  that  in  my  communi¬ 
ty  people  were  afraid  to  evangelize 
because  they  didn’t  want  to  offend 
other  people’s  cultures  and  they 
didn’t  want  to  violate  beliefs  people 
already  held. 

Jaban  just  looked  at  me.  I  was 
sensing  a  real  cultural  gap.  Then  she 
said,  “Mitch,  we  get  together  and 
hold  a  sending-forth.  We  send  a 
group  of  youths  with  musical  in¬ 
struments  into  a  village  and  they 
don’t  leave  until  the  entire  village  is 
converted  to  Christ.” 

My  mouth  dropped  open.  The  en¬ 
tire  village! 

I  started  to  think  about  all  the  lo¬ 
gistics,  how  to  feed  people  and 
where  to  lodge  them,  but  Jaban  just 
talked  about  it  as  if  it  happened  ev¬ 
ery  day.  And  it  does,  because  this 
paradigm  that  we’ve  been  searching 


The  United  Methodist 

REPORTER. 


RonaJd  P.  Patterson  John  A.  Lovelace  Cynthia  B.  Astle 

Publisher  Editor  Faith  Forum  Editor 

The  United  Methodist  Reporter  (USPS954500),  owned  by  the  United  Methodist  conferences  of  Texas  and  New  Mexico,  is  published  weekly  by  the  United 
Methodist  Communications  Council,  2520  W.  Commerce  SL,  Dallas,  Texas  75212,  as  a  continuation  of  the  145-year  tradition  of  the  Texas  Methodist  newspaper. 
The  Reporter  has  no  official  ties  to  the  United  Methodist  General  Conference  or  any  of  the  denomination's  general  boards  or  agencies.  The  Reporter  does  pro¬ 
duce  official  regional  editions  for  39  annual  conferences. 

This  newspaper  maintains  an  editorial  policy  of  assuring  the  truth,  accuracy,  readability,  relevance  and  significance  of  all  materials  published.  It  aims  to  pro¬ 
vide  readers  with  a  broad  spectrum  of  information  and  viewpoints  consistent  with  the  diversity  of  Christians.  Editorial  opinions  expressed  represent  the  opin¬ 
ions  of  the  newspaper's  editorial  staff.  Signed  articles  of  opinion  appearing  in  this  newspaper  are  the  views  of  the  author  and  not  necessarily  those  of  the  staff. 

Send  Correspondence  and  Address  Changes  (include  mailing  label)  To:  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275 
Telephone:  (214)  630-6495.  Subscription  rates:  $24  per  year  for  national  edition;  rates  for  editions  available  upon  request.  Second  Class  Postage 
paid  at  Dallas.  TX  and  additional  post  offices. 

POSTMASTER:  Please  send  address  changes  to  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275. 


for  forever  is  only  this:  You  look  at 
the  problems  around  you  and  then 
you  act  and  you’re  guided  by  God. 

The  vision 

The  third  story  is  about  the  vi¬ 
sion. 

Before  we  got  there,  the  confer¬ 
ence  planners  decided  that  we 
would  plant  a  tree  in  Hamburg.  The 
tree  would  symbolize  how  all  the 
youths  were  united  to  support  peace 
and  justice  throughout  the  world. 

Such  a  simple  thing,  but  it  turned 
out  to  be  the  most  profound  part  of 
the  conference  for  me. 

We  got  on  the  subway,  together. 
All  750  of  us  began  to  sing  on  the 
subway,  together.  We  sang  all  the 
songs  we  knew  from  different  cul¬ 
tures — South  African,  Kenyan,  Amer¬ 
ican,  Asian — all  together.  When  we 
left  the  subway  we  walked  up  the 
stairs  to  the  street,  still  singing. 

We  walked  up  the  street,  750  peo¬ 
ple  from  45  different  cultures,  but 
with  the  same  faith,  singing  out  to¬ 
gether  the  story  of  our  faith! 

We  walked  to  where  the  tree  was 
to  be  planted.  Then  youths  from  six 
continents  together  sprinkled  dirt 
around  the  tree.  They  poured  the 
water  of  life  on  the  tree  together. 
And  the  tree  symbolized  the  tree  of 
life  that  we’re  all  part  of  and  togeth¬ 
er  we  made  it  grow. 

That  experience  was  a  little  bit  of 
glory  seen  through  a  glass  darkly, 
but  even  then  it  was  still  so  brilliant 
the  light  caught  tears  on  my  face. 

That  togetherness  is  what  every¬ 
thing  is  working  towards.  That’s 
why  in  the  times  when  I  get  the 
most  frustrated  and  all  around  me 
is  darkness,  I  can  still  say  “Glory  be 
to  God!”  because  in  the  end,  past 
the  hatred  and  the  strife,  it’s  all  go¬ 
ing  to  be  okay.  Amen! 


"I  am  enclosing  some  pictures  to  shout  you  ichat  United 
Methodist  Development  Fund  is  helping  to  accomplish. 
This  is  going  to  be  a  beautiful  building."  J.R. 

(Excerpted  from  letter  sent  by  a  church  member  of  Whiting  United  Methodist.) 

first  Mortgage  Money  Available 

The  United  Methodist  Development  Fund 

Providing  first  mortgage  loans  for  United  Methodist  churches, 
districts,  city  societies,  district  unions,  and  conference  church 
extension  societies;  for  new  construction,  renovations, 
additions,  relocations,  and  parsonages. 

For  information  and/or  a  Loan  Application  call 
1-212-870-3865. 

The  United  Methodist  Development  Fund 
Room  320,  475  Riverside  Drive.  New  York,  NY  10115 
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REMARK  UNACCEPTABLE':  U  S. 

Speaker  of  the  House  Newt  Gingrich's  reported 
disparaging  remark  to  his  mother  about  Hillary 
Clinton  was  “unaccept¬ 
able,”  according  to  leaders 
of  the  National  Council  of 
the  Churches  of  Christ  in 
the  U.S.A.  and  the  United 
Methodist  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries’ 

Women’s  Division.  The 
Rev.  Joan  Brown  Camp¬ 
bell,  NCC  chief  executive, 
and  Joyce  Sohl,  Women’s  Division  head,  de¬ 
clared  that  “whether  in  private  or  in  public, 
the  name  he  called  the  first  lady  of  the  United 
States  is  unacceptable.”  They  were  responding 
to  news  reports  concerning  the  Jan.  5  CBS  pro¬ 
gram,  Eye  to  Eye  With  Connie  Chung,  that 
featured  an  interview  with  Kathleen  Gingrich. 
Mrs.  Clinton  is  a  United  Methodist. 


Hillary  Clinton 


JUROR  DISMISSED:  The  Rev.  Janet 
Wolf,  a  United  Methodist  minister  in  East 
Nashville,  has  filed  suit  in  Davidson  County 
(Tenn.)  Circuit  Court  challenging  her  exclusion 
from  serving  as  a  juror  in  a  murder  case  be¬ 
cause  she  opposes  capital  punishment.  In  her 
suit,  Ms.  Wolf  said  that  excluding  prospective 
jurors  who  oppose  the  death  penalty  on  reli¬ 
gious  grounds  amounted  to  a  violation  of  the 
Tennessee  Constitution’s  ban  on  imposing  a 
religious  or  political  test  on  jurors.  But  David¬ 
son  County  District  Attorney  General  Torry 
Johnson  said  judges  must  be  able  to  exclude 
jurors  who  say  they  could  not  apply  the  rele¬ 
vant  laws.  Arguments  in  the  case  are  expected 
to  be  heard  later  this  month. 


OLDEST  BISHOP  DIES:  United  Meth¬ 
odism’s  oldest  bishop,  Edwin  R.  Garrison,  97, 
died  Jan.  3  at  his  home  in  Englewood,  Fla. 
Bishop  Garrison  was  elected  to  the  episcopacy 
in  1 960  and  served  the  Dakotas  Area  until  his 
retirement  in  1968.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife 
Marion  Frances  Thompson  Garrison. 


COUNCIL  DIRECTOR  DIES:  The 

Rev.  W.  Franklin  Summerour,  63,  council  on 
ministries  director  of  the  United  Methodist 
Pacific  Northwest  Annual  Conference  since 
1991 ,  died  of  a  heart  attack  in  Seattle  Jan.  2. 
Mr.  Summerour  was  a  member  of  the  church’s 
General  Board  of  Discipleship  and  General 
Council  on  Ministries  and  a  former  member  of 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 


BETHEL  UMC  PHOTO 


Church  float  a  winner 
in  more  ways  than  one 

WEATHERFORD,  Texas — Only  two  weeks 
before  the  local  annual  Christmas  parade, 
48-member  Bethel  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Weatherford,  Texas,  decided  to 
enter  a  float  in  hopes  of  calling  attention  to 
the  church.  Day-and-night  preparations  in¬ 
cluded  building  a  manger,  stable  and  cra¬ 
dle,  tying  1,300  hand-made  paper  flowers 
to  chicken  wire,  sewing  costumes  and  find¬ 
ing  hay  and  a  live  goat  for  the  float.  Efforts 
not  only  brought  a  first-place  ribbon  from 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  but  the  church 
achieved  its  goal — some  first-time  visitors 
who  said  they  saw  the  float  in  the  parade. 
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Florida  girl's  letter  to  God 
gets  helper's  kindly  reply 


By  ROD  THOMSON 

Sarasota  (Fla.)  Herald-Tribune 

SARASOTA,  Fla. — Fargo, 
N.D.,  may  not  be  heaven,  but 
it’s  close  enough  for  Tiger 
Curran. 

The  curious  8-year-old  Sara¬ 
sota  girl  wrote  a  letter  to  God 
in  late  November,  asking  what 
He  looks  like.  She  addressed 
the  letter  to:  “God,  1234  He- 
ven  roud  clods,  angils.” 

“I  sort  of  made  up  the  ad¬ 
dress,”  said  Tiger,  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Chris  and  K.T.  Curran. 

Somehow  the  letter  landed 
at  the  Fargo,  N.D.,  post  office, 
as  do  many  letters  addressed 
to  Santa  Claus.  Kevin  White, 
the  Fargo  postmaster,  thought 
it  should  be  answered  but 
didn’t  feel  qualified  for  the 
task. 

Postmaster  passed  it 

So  Mr.  White  took  it  to  his 
neighbor,  the  Rev.  Dwight 
Meier,  pastor  of  the  brand- 
new  Friendship  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  south  Fargo. 
The  church  was  chartered  Jan. 
8  in  a  ceremony  led  by  United 
Methodist  Bishop  William  B. 
Lewis  (Dakotas  Area). 

“How  it  ever  got  to  Fargo, 
who  knows?”  Mr.  Meier  said 
of  Tiger’s  letter.  “It  didn’t 
even  have  the  right  ZIP  code.” 

Tiger’s  letter  read:  “Dear 
God,  I  would  like  to  know 


what  you  look  like.  I  put  a 
piece  of  papper  in  the  nvlope. 
Will  you  draw  a  picture  of 
yourself?  Please  write  back. 
Your  friend,  Tiger.” 

Well,  Mr.  Meier  knew  it  was 
a  sincere  question  and  gave 
the  letter  long  thought  He 
said  he  didn’t  know  what  her 
religion  was  and  so  he  wanted 
to  keep  it  theologically  neutral 
but  still  accurate. 

'God  is  love' 

“God  came  in  the  form  of  a 
person,  in  Jesus  . . .  When  Je¬ 
sus  welcomed  the  little  chil¬ 
dren,  there  must  have  been 
something  in  his  eyes,”  he 
said.  “I  wanted  her  to  see  God 
is  love.  The  Scripture  says  that 
over  and  over.” 

Here  is  what  Mr.  Meier 
wrote  to  Tiger: 

“Dear  Tiger, 

“Thanks  for  your  letter. 
God  turned  your  letter  over  to 
me  to  answer.  It  was  a  nice  let¬ 
ter  you  wrote. 

“You  asked  what  God  looks 
like.  One  reason  God  does  not 
have  a  picture  is  that  God 
looks  a  lot  like  the  people  that 
God  made.  Sometimes  God 
looks  brown,  sometimes 
white,  sometimes  black,  in 
fact  God  looks  like  the  color  of 
every  person  ever  made. 
Sometimes  God  looks  like  a 


girl  and  sometimes  like  a  boy. 

“Look  into  the  face  of  a  per¬ 
son  and  if  you  see  love  and 
kindness  in  that  person,  that  is 
what  God  looks  like.  When 
you  are  kind,  helpful  and  lov¬ 
ing,  just  look  in  the  mirror, 
and  that  is  what  God  looks 
like. 

“God  turns  over  a  lot  of  his 
work  to  people.  I  think  God 
will  ask  you  to  do  things  God 
wants  done,  too. 

“Thank  you  for  writing  and 
I  hope  that  you  have  a  great 
Christmas. 

“Sincerely,  Dwight  Meier, 
one  of  God’s  helpers.” 

Tiger  loved  it 

Tiger  and  her  mom  loved 
the  response. 

“That  was  such  a  sweet  re¬ 
sponse.  I  thought  ’how  kind  of 
this  person,”  Mrs.  Curran 
said.  “We’re  not  even  particu¬ 
larly  religious.” 

Now,  Tiger  has  a  picture  of 
God:  “I  think  he  looks  like  ev¬ 
eryone  who  does  something 
good.  That’s  what  He  looks 
like.” 

Associate  Editor  Cynthia  B.  As- 
tie  contributed  to  this  article.  The 
original  version  appeared  in  the 
Dec.  23  issue  of  the  Herald-Tri¬ 
bune.  It  was  distributed  with  per¬ 
mission  by  United  Methodist 
News  Service. 


Congressional  chaplains  spared  GOP  budget  axe 


Religion  News  Service 

House  Republicans,' who  prom¬ 
ise  to  revolutionize  the  way  Con¬ 
gress  does  business,  have  dropped 
one  early  idea  for  change:  eliminat¬ 
ing  the  posts  of  House  and  Senate 
chaplains. 

Shortly  after  the  Nov.  8  election, 
Rep.  Jim  Nussle,  R-lowa,  head  of 
the  team  implementing  the  transi¬ 


tion  of  the  House  from  Democratic 
to  Republican  control,  raised  the 
idea  of  dropping  the  chaplains  and 
saving  the  $289,000  a  year  spent 
maintaining  the  offices. 

Under  the  plan  being  floated  af¬ 
ter  the  election,  volunteer  ministers 
would  have  been  used  for  the  daily 
task  of  opening  each  session  of  the 
House  and  Senate  with  prayer. 

But  on  the  eve  of  the  Jan.  4  Re¬ 


publican  takeover,  Mr.  Nussle  said 
that  despite  the  talk  of  termination, 
the  chaplains  would  be  retained 
and  that  the  Rev.  James  Ford,  a 
Lutheran,  would  continue  as  the 
House  chaplain,  a  post  he  has  held 
since  1979. 

The  Rev.  Richard  Halverson,  a 
Presbyterian,  retired  recently  after 
serving  14  years  as  the  Senate 
chaplain. 
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After  NAFTA, 


a  church  helps 
fired  workers 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

There’s  no  need  to  remind  the 
Rev.  D.  Wayne  Bender  and  his 
United  Methodist  congregation  in 
Avis,  Pa.,  that  the  North  Ameri¬ 
can  Free  Trade  Agreement  recent¬ 
ly  passed  its  first  anniversary. 

Because  of  NAFTA,  Avis  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  has  be¬ 
come  a  focal  point  of  ministry  to 
garment  workers  who  lost  their 
jobs  last  August  when  their  em¬ 
ployer,  Woolrich  Company, 
moved  some  of  its  manufactur¬ 
ing  to  Mexico. 

Avis  UMC  gained  a  bit  of  na¬ 
tional  notoriety  Jan.  4  when  a 
National  Public  Radio  report  on 
NAFTA’s  effect  noted  that  the 
church — with  17  employees  in 
its  year-old  day  care  center — is 
the  town’s  largest  private  em¬ 
ployer.  The  1,700-population 
town  is  about  25  miles  south  of 
Williamsport. 

Woolrich’s  closing  of  the  Avis 
plant  put  97  employees — includ¬ 
ing  eight  of  Avis  UMC’s  390 
members — out  of  work. 

Closing  called  'old  hat' 

A  spokeswoman  for  Woolrich 
declined  to  talk  to  the  Reporter. 
saying  the  closing  of  the  Avis 
plant  was  “old  hat.”  She  also  de¬ 
clined  to  say  anything  about  the 
company’s  reason  for  closing  the 
plant  other  than  “international 
apparel  market  factors.” 

However,  National  Public  Ra¬ 
dio  interviewed  former  Woolrich 
employees  living  in  Avis  and  re¬ 
ceiving  job-termination  benefits 
under  NAFTA  provisions. 

The  workers  could  be  eligible 
for  such  benefits  in  only  two  situ¬ 
ations,  said  Sarah  Anderson,  a 
research  associate  for  the  Wash¬ 
ington-based  Institute  for  Policy 
Studies  documenting  NAFTA’s 
impact  on  American  labor. 

Those  situations  are: 

■  The  employer  must  demon¬ 
strate  increased  competition 
from  Canadian  or  Mexican  firms 
in  its  field,  or 

■  The  employer  must  docu¬ 
ment  having  moved  manufacture 
to  Canada  or  Mexico. 

In  the  case  of  Woolrich,  Ms.  An¬ 
derson  said,  the  U.S.  Department 
of  Labor  certified  that  the  firm 
closed  its  Avis  plant  because  it 
moved  manufacturing  to  Mexico. 

Pastor  in  lead  role 

A  bright  spot  in  that  traumatic 
decision  for  Avis  has  been  the 
United  Methodist  pastor,  Mr. 
Bender,  said  Ms.  Anderson. 

“He  has  played  a  lead  role 
there,”  said  the  researcher,  who 
visited  Avis  in  June  1994. 
“They’re  lucky  to  have  him.” 

In  a  telephone  interview  with 
the  Reporter.  Mr.  Bender  down¬ 
played  his  role  but  offered  details 
on  the  effects  of  the  plant’s  closing. 

When  the  closing  was  an¬ 
nounced  to  workers  in  May  1994, 
Mr.  Bender  said,  he  was  asked  by 
Woolrich  management  to  counsel 
with  employees  as  they  received 
news  of  their  plant  dosing. 

“I  just  went  there  and  walked 
around  and  talked  with  people," 
he  said. 

Subsequently,  a  nine-person 


The  Rev.  D.  Wayne  Bender 

.  . .  helping  fired  workers 


team  of  former  employees,  au¬ 
thorized  by  NAFTA  provisions 
to  oversee  workers’  benefits, 
asked  him  to  serve  as  its  impar¬ 
tial  chairman. 

“We’re  doing  a  newsletter 
about  every  two  months,  updat¬ 
ing  people  on  who  has  jobs, 
who’s  going  to  school  or  who  has 
retired,”  said  Mr.  Bender. 

The  pastor  added  that  among 
United  Methodists  who  lost  their 
jobs  was  his  church’s  organist,  the 
former  plant  manager.  Because 
the  ex-administrator  had  worked 
his  way  up  from  the  ranks,  there 
hasn’t  been  as  much  tension  be¬ 
tween  him  and  former  employees 
as  in  other  management-labor 
conflicts,  Mr.  Bender  said. 

Workers  feel  betrayed 

Instead,  most  former  employ¬ 
ees  direct  their  anger  at  Wool- 
rich’s  senior  management,  whom 
they  feel  betrayed  them,  the  pas¬ 
tor  added. 

“Woolrich  was  a  non-union 
shop,  so  the  people  felt  a  tremen¬ 
dous  company  loyalty. 

“A  few  years  ago  they  had  a  re¬ 
structuring  in  which  the  workers 
were  taught  to  work  in  ‘teams’  or 
‘pods,’  working  from  start  to  fin¬ 
ish  on  a  particular  style  of  gar¬ 
ment  instead  of  by  the  piece. 

“At  that  time  the  management 
said  it  was  to  keep  the  work  from 
going  out  of  the  United  States.  But 
the  workers  took  a  pay  cut,  because 
instead  of  their  per-piece  wage  they 
went  to  just  an  hourly  wage. 

“Now  there’s  a  lot  of  resent¬ 
ment.  They  feel  the  company  let 
them  down.” 

Mr.  Bender,  who  hadn’t  been 
aware  of  the  National  Public  Ra¬ 
dio  feature  until  told  by  the  Re¬ 
porter,  said  the  community  had 
shown  more  interest  in  the 
church's  day  care  center  than 
anything  else. 

“The  center  was  just  a  year  old 
in  September,  and  we’re  filled — 
45  children  enrolled  with  a  wait- 
ing  list  of  10,”  he  said. 

Which  brings  us  back  to  what 
got  Avis  UMC  national  notice  in 
the  first  place — being  the  town’s 
largest  private  employer  since 
the  garment  plant  closed. 

Even  at  that,  Mr.  Bender  de¬ 
murred. 

“Technically,  Susquehanna 
Transit,  the  public  bus  service,  has 
more  employees  than  we  do.” 


AC  TiCCer  And  Assoc  iates 

Carpet  &  Floor  Coverings 

“ Direct  From  The  Mill  To  The  Church ~ 

Fort  Worth,  Texas 
1-800-275-1607 


AFRICAN  PALMS 

Palm  Crosses  For  Palm  Sunday 

African  Palms  is  a  non-profit  church 
operated  outreach  program.  The 
crosses  are  handmade  in  Tanzania, 
Africa.  All  profits  are  returned  to 
East  Africa  as  non-denominalional 
self-help  grants  for  educational, 
health,  medical  and  community  needs. 
Call  or  write  to  place  your  orders. 
Sold  in  multiples  of  SO  @  $6.00  per 
50  crosses.  Add  $1.50  per  order  for 
shipping. 

+  AFRICAN  PALMS 
P.  O.  Box  575 
Olncy,  Md  20830 
(301)  774-2832 
Fax  (301)  774-1346 


Missouri  bishop  urges:  'Find  people  who  need  Christ' 


By  DANIEL  R.  GANGLER 

Associate  Editor 

SEATTLE — The  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  is  a  lot  like  King  Saul  of 
the  Old  Testament,  Bishop  Ann  B. 
Sherer  told  an  evangelism  gathering 
last  week. 

Like  Saul,  “we  have  all  kinds  of 
possibilities,  yet  we  just  sit.  With¬ 
out  prayer  and  (God’s)  guidance 
Saul  failed  to  be  open  to  new  possi¬ 
bilities,”  said  the  episcopal  leader 
of  the  church’s  Missouri  Area. 

Her  address  helped  open  the  40th 
session  of  the  United  Methodist 
Council  on  Evangelism.  The  coun¬ 
cil  consists  of  United  Methodist 
clergy  and  lay  people  devoted  to  on¬ 
going  study  and  support  for  evange¬ 
lization.  The  group  is  affiliated  with 
the  church’s  General  Board  of  Dis¬ 
cipleship. 

Preaching  to  an  audience  of  some 


"We  have  a  ' frog  mentality /  meaning  we  just  sit 
and  wait  for  people  to  drop  in  on  us.  We  need  to  be 
a  'lizard  church'  aggressively  going  forward  and 
finding  people  who  need  Christ  and  who  need 
Christians." 

— Bishop  Ann  B.  Sherer 


550,  Bishop  Sherer  said  her  story  il¬ 
lustrated  the  need  for  United  Meth¬ 
odists  to  adapt  their  methods  of 
evangelism  to  the  “new  possibili¬ 
ties”  of  the  2 1 st  century. 

“Without  thought,  reflection  and 
prayer,  we  start  [evangelizing],” 
Bishop  Sherer  said.  “We  do  what 
used  to  work  without  waiting  to  dis¬ 
cern  the  signs  of  the  time.  We  fail  to 
wait  upon  the  God  and  the  guid¬ 
ance  of  the  Spirit.” 

The  bishop  then  used  an  image 
often  empoyed  by  the  Rev.  Leonard 


Sweet.  Dr.  Sweet  is  chancellor  of 
United  Methodist-related  United 
Theological  Seminary  in  Dayton, 
Ohio,  and  a  frequent  speaker  on 
adapting  the  church’s  methods  to 
contemporary  culture. 

“We  have  a  ‘frog  mentality,’  mean¬ 
ing  we  just  sit  and  wait  for  people  to 
drop  in  on  us,”  she  said.  “We  need  to 
be  a  ‘lizard  church’  aggressively  going 
forward  and  finding  people  who  need 
Christ  and  who  need  Christians.” 

As  she  visits  churches  across  Mis¬ 
souri,  Bishop  Sherer  said,  she  has 


found  that  about  a  third  of  them  de¬ 
fine  their  mission  as  “keeping  the 
building  up,  paying  the  preacher 
and  paying  the  apportionments” 
[“fair  share”  portions  of  denomina¬ 
tional  financial  needs  assigned  to 
each  congregation]. 

Very  few  people,  the  bishop  con¬ 
tended,  want  to  join  such  an  in¬ 
wardly  directed  church. 

Authentic  evangelization,  on  the 
other  hand,  is  meeting  the  hurts  and 
needs  of  people  who  also  have  a 
desperate  need  for  Jesus  Christ,  she 
added. 

“If  we  reach  out  in  this  way,  then 
the  other  things  will  fall  into  place,” 
the  bishop  said.  “But  we  have  a 
choice  to  make.  We  can  be  God’s 
agent  in  the  world  telling  the  Good 
News  or  we  can  continue  as  usual. 

“We  must  listen  to  the  people  to 
learn  what  makes  them  lonely.  We 


should  minister  with  no  strings  at¬ 
tached." 

In  addition  Bishop  Sherer  urged 
churches  to: 

■  Pay  attention  to  cultural  analy¬ 
sis  and  new  management  theories 
but  not  to  let  them  replace  biblical 
models  of  reaching  people. 

■  Refrain  from  holding  up  any 
“exotic  conversion  experience”  [such 
as  Paul's  experience  of  Christ  on  the 
road  to  Damascus]  as  normal. 

“Every  one  (of  the  exotic  conver¬ 
sions)  is  the  exception  and  not  the 
rule.  We  know  most  come  to  Jesus 
because  another  person  they  know 
begins  to  tell  them  what  Christ 
means  to  him  or  her,”  she  said. 

■  Avoid  evangelistic  “gim¬ 
micks.”  Witnessing  is  not  giving  a 
performance,  the  bishop  noted,  but 
giving  evidence — testifying  of  one's 
own  experience  of  Christ. 
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UMCOM  REVAMPS  STAFF:  m.  Gar¬ 
linda  Burton,  director  of  the  Nashville  office  of 
United  Methodist  News 
Service  for  1 1  years,  will 
become  editor  of  the 
church’s  program  journal. 

Interpreter ,  effective  Feb. 

1.  Ms.  Burton,  who  holds  a 
master’s  degree  in  journal¬ 
ism  from  Northwestern 
University,  will  succeed 
the  Rev.  Ralph  Baker,  edi-  M.  Garlinda  Burton 
tor  since  1992.  A  clergy  member  of  the  North 
Indiana  Annual  Conference,  Mr.  Baker  is  mov¬ 
ing  to  United  Methodist  News  Service  as  an 
editor  and  writer. 


TRADITION  OF  MISSION:  When  the 

Rev.  Conrado  G.  Soltero  kicked  off  a  new  Ad¬ 
vance  Special  campaign  for  United  Method¬ 
ism's  new  National  Plan  for  Hispanic 
Ministries,  one  of  the  first  financial  gifts  of 
1995  was  from  a  Roman  Catholic  layman  who 
supports  The  United  Methodist  Church. 
Christmas  gifts  of  $  1 ,500  each  were  sent  to  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries’  National 
Division  from  Mr.  Soltero’s  daughter,  Athena, 
and  her  husband,  Sam  Marusich  III.  She  is  a 
member  of  Green  Valley  United  Methodist 
Church;  he  attends  St.  Thomas  More  Roman 
Catholic  Church,  both  in  Henderson,  Nev.  Mr. 
Soltero  plans  to  ask  at  least  4,000  persons  to 
give  at  a  “Challenger  Level”  of  $  1 ,000  per 
quadrennium  by  the  1996  General  Conference 
to  raise  $4  million  for  Hispanic  ministries. 
Gifts  can  be  sent  to  Advance  No.  982620-1, 
“Challenge  Fund.” 


BISHOPS  TO  MEET:  The  sixth  consul¬ 
tation  of  bishops  representing  The  United 
Methodist  Church  and  the  three  historically 
black  Methodist  denominations — African 
Methodist  Episcopal,  African  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Zion  and  Christian  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal — will  be  held  April  26-28  in  Austin,  Texas. 
The  consultations  are  led  by  a  study  commis¬ 
sion  looking  into  possible  union  of  the  four  de¬ 
nominations. 


PRAYER  ADVOCATES:  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Men  from  across  the  country  recently 
celebrated  the  17-year  ministry  of  The  Upper 
Room  Prayer  Center  during  a  meeting  at  its 
headquarters  in  Nashville.  According  to  Jim 
Roy,  center  director,  just  over  $540,000  has 
been  contributed  to  the  prayer  ministry  by  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Men  since  the  inception  of  the 
program.  Financial  gifts  help  pay  for  two  toll- 
free  telephone  prayer  lines.  Persons  interested 
in  working  with  the  prayer  center  or  having 
prayer  requests  can  call  (800)  251-2468,  24 
hours,  seven  days  a  week. 


Ten  bishops  report 
on  Appalachian 
poverty  immersion 


22  Annual  Conferences 

and 

Red  Bird  Missionary  Conference 


3  Jurisdictions 


By  DANIEL  R.  GANGLER 

Associate  Editor 

With  deep  emotion  in  his 
voice,  United  Methodist  Bishop 
Kenneth  L.  Carder  (Nashville 
Area)  recently  described  the  pov¬ 
erty  immersion  experience  that 
he  and  nine  other  bishops  and 
seven  bishops’  spouses  had  last 
July  in  Appalachia. 

Each  summer,  bishops  are  en¬ 
couraged  to  experience  day-to- 
day  life  with  the  poor  and 
ministries  to  the  poor  in  their 
geographic  region. 

Addressing  the  Council  of 
Bishops  meeting  last  fall  at  Lake 
Junaluska,  N.C.,  Bishop  Carder 
confessed,  “I  was  confronted 
with  the  entanglement  of  my  own 
lifestyle  and  my  dependency  on 
cheap  energy.  1  help  exploit  these 
mountains,  my  people.” 

The  week-long  visit  was 
planned  by  the  Appalachian 
Ministries  Educational  Resource 
Center  in  Berea,  Ky. 

Life  amid  contrasts 

According  to  the  report  written 
after  their  visits  in  southeastern 
Kentucky,  the  bishops  and 
spouses  observed  life  amidst  the 
contrasts  of  majestic  beauty  and 
environmental  destruction, 
abundance  of  resources  alongside 
devastating  property  and  the 
power  of  corporations  and  gov¬ 
ernments  against  the  powerless¬ 
ness  of  local  citizens. 

Explaining  the  region’s  econo¬ 
my,  Bishop  Carder  pointed  out 


that  if  Appalachia  were  a  country 
its  natural  resources — coal,  gas 
and  timber — would  make  it  the 
third  wealthiest  nation  in  the 
world.  Yet  the  region  shares 
more  characteristics  with  under¬ 
developed  countries  than  with 
wealthy  ones. 

Bishop  Clay  F.  Lee  Jr.  (Holston 
Area)  said  the  poverty  immersion 
was  very  disturbing  for  him. 

He  described  church  workers  in 
Appalachia  as  “tenaciously  com¬ 
mitted  justice-seeking  people  out 
there  working  in  so  many  ways.” 

Bishop  Lee  said  the  immersion 
experience  reminded  him  of  the 
way  he  has  lived  most  of  his  life. 

“1  took  my  cabinet  (district  su¬ 
perintendents)  up  a  holler  in  West 
Virginia,”  he  said.  “That  opened 
their  eyes.  It’s  a  cultural  setting 
very  different  (from  their  own).” 

Bishop  Lee  said  that  United 
Methodists  must  be  encouraged 
to  become  more  involved  in  min¬ 
istry  to  the  Appalachian  poor. 

“The  bottom  line  is  that  every¬ 
one  needs  to  be  represented  on 
the  bottom  line  in  a  just  society.” 

Exploitation  evident 

The  bishops’  report  said  they 
discovered  that: 

■  A  major  cause  of  poverty  is 
the  ownership  and  exploitation 
of  the  land  by  large  corporations 
which  extract  coal  and  timber 
with  minimal  benefit  to  the  local 
communities; 

■  Mechanization  of  the  min¬ 
ing  industry  has  left  thousands  of 


unemployed  miners  and  their 
families  without  income; 

■  High  unemployment  has  re¬ 
sulted  in  many  young  adults’ 
moving  out  of  the  rural  areas  of 
Appalachia,  and 

■  The  traditional  mountain 
culture  is  being  threatened. 

According  to  the  bishops’  ob¬ 
servations,  signs  of  poverty  in 
Appalachia  are  isolation,  illitera¬ 
cy,  passivity,  sub-standard  hous¬ 
ing,  toxic  waste,  inadequate 


medical  care,  alcoholism,  unsafe 
drinking  water,  and  minimal 
funds  for  public  education,  roads 
and  human  services. 

Signs  of  hope 

Yet  in  the  midst  of  “refrigera¬ 
tors  out  front  and  junk  cars  in 
the  yard,”  Bishop  Carder  said 
there  are  signs  of  hope. 

One  sign  is  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Red  Bird  Missionary  Con¬ 
ference  based  in  Beverly,  Ky., 


which,  according  to  Bishop  Card¬ 
er,  “incarnates  the  Gospel  at  the 
Joy  [community]  Center  in  Big 
Creek,  Ky.,  and  in  the  schools, 
community  centers,  health  clin¬ 
ics  and  many  educational  and 
service  programs.” 

For  more  information  on  Ap¬ 
palachian  ministry  in  The  United 
Methodist  Church,  contact:  N. 
Sharon  Leatherman,  108  Cast 
Franklin  St.,  P.O.  Box  2231,  Ha¬ 
gerstown,  Md.  21741-2231. 


Pastoral  leadership  tabbed  as  key  to  church  presence 


In  their  recent  report  to  the 
Council  of  Bishops  (see  accom¬ 
panying  story),  Appalachian-area 
bishops  said  that  United  Meth¬ 
odist  presence  can  be  greatly  en¬ 
hanced  in  Appalachia  by 
providing  pastoral  leadership. 
They  presented  these  sugges¬ 
tions: 

■  Evaluate  recruitment,  train¬ 
ing,  deployment  and  support  of 
people  serving  among  the  poor. 


■  Require  long  tenures  in  or¬ 
der  to  build  trust. 

■  Provide  emotional,  financial 
and  institutional  support. 

■  Teach  an  understanding  and 
appreciation  of  the  region's  reli¬ 
gious  expressions  in  pastoral 
leadership  as  a  way  to  overcome 
prejudices  and  stereotypes. 

■  Teach  community  organiz¬ 
ing  skills. 

■  Learn  from  the  poor. 


■  Be  open  to  God’s  presence 
with  those  whose  religious  prac¬ 
tices  differ  from  one’s  own. 

The  bishops  noted  that  The 
United  Methodist  Church  re¬ 
sponds  organizationally  to  minis¬ 
try  needs  of  Appalachia  through 
the  Appalachian  Development 
Committee. 

The  committee  consists  of  the 
20  bishops  assigned  to  the  area 


generally  known  as  Appalachia, 
representatives  from  United 
Methodist  Women  and  mission 
projects  such  as  Red  Bird  Mis¬ 
sionary  Conference  plus  direc¬ 
tors  and  staff  members  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  National  Program  Division. 
The  committee’s  work  is  coordi¬ 
nated  at  Hagerstown,  Md.,  by  N. 
Sharon  Leatherman. 

United  Methodists  join  with 


16  other  denominations,  10  state 
councils  of  churches  and  7  other 
ecumenical  units  to  form  the 
Commission  on  Religion  in  Ap¬ 
palachia  (CORA).  This  commis¬ 
sion  confronts  regional  problems 
through  community  organiza¬ 
tion,  public  policy  evaluation, 
prophetic  witness,  congregational 
involvement  and  education. 

—DANIEL  R.  GANGLER 


Message  to  collegians:  Life's  biggest  challenge  is  to  do  God's  will 


By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

ST.  LOUIS — Choosing  a  major  is 
tough,  picking  a  career  is  tougher, 
but  the  biggest  challenge  for  Chris¬ 
tian  college  students  is  finding  a 
lifelong  “project”  to  do  God’s  will 
as  long  as  they  live. 

“You  can’t  be  a  Christian  with- 


DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  WANTED  to  as- 

sume  responsibilities  for  well-established 
outh  program  at  a  1500-member  church  in 
outheastern  New  Mexico.  Looking  for  an  en¬ 
ergetic,  enthusiastic  person  who  wants  to 
share  the  love  of  the  Lord  with  young  people. 
Salary  according  to  experience  and  qualifica¬ 
tions.  Send  resumes  to:  First  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  P.O.  Box  1913.  Roswell,  NM 
88202-1913. _ 

POSITION  OPEN  FOR  DIRECTOR  of  Chris- 

tian  Education  at  2800-member  downtown 
church.  Not  responsible  for  youth  or  singles. 
Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume  to:  Mr.  Bob 
Oldham,  First -Centenary  UMC,  P.O.  Box 
208,  Chattanooga,  TN  37401 . _ 

VACATIONING  ALASKA?  TWO  UNITED 
Methodists  will  put  their  43  years  of  Alaskan 
living  to  work  for  you  answering  your  vaca¬ 
tion  planning  questions.  For  free  information 
write  or  call:  Chuck  and  Larry's  Personalized 
Alaskan  Vacation  Information  Service,  (907) 
457-2025  or  1275  Summit  Dr.,  Fairbanks,  AK 
99712. _ 

LARGE  GROWING  CONGREGATION 

seeks  full-time,  experienced,  youth  minister 
for  expanding  youth  program.  All  new  facili¬ 
ties  including  Family  Life  Center.  Minimum 
bachelor’s  degree  in  Christian  education.  Re¬ 
ply  in  confidence  to:  Youth  Minister,  Middle- 
town  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box 
43033,  Louisville,  KY  40253-0033. _ 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  SINGLE  Adult 

Ministry.  This  2100-member  charismatic  con¬ 
gregation  is  looking  for  someone  with  proven 
experience  to  develop  a  strong  singles  minis¬ 
try  in  this  large  mid-cities  cqmmunity.  Send 
resume:  First  United  Methodist  Church,  1245 
Bedford  Road.  Bedford.  TX  76021  Attn:  Dr. 
G.  Dean  Posey. _ 

LARGE  ACTIVE  YOUTH  MINISTRY  pro¬ 

gram  needs  Director  of  Youth.  2300-member 
church.  Send  resume  to:  First  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  305  N.  Baird.  Midland.  TX  79701 
to  the  attention  of  Dr.  Russell  Parchman. 

MUSIC  DIRECTOR,  2600-MEMBER  church. 
Direct  1 30  voice  chancel  choir,  young  adult 
ensemble  and  youth  choir,  oversee  program: 
Children’s  handbell  choirs,  drama’s,  fine  arts 
school,  assistant  and  organist.  Compensation 
to  commensurate  with  skills,  experience.  Send 
resume  to:  Clif  Perry,  Trinity  UMC,  9625  N. 
Military  Trail,  Palm  Beach  Gardens,  FL 
33410.  Fax (407) 622-5467. _ 

FOR  SALE:  LOVELY  2  bedroom/2  bath 
condo  owned  by  a  UM  minister’s  widow  in 
Lakeland.  FL,  the  conference  center  for  Flori¬ 
da  Methodism  S47.500.  Call  (813)  688-8606, 
listing  #32376  for  details. 


out  a  project,  if  Jesus  Christ  is  your 
role  model,”  the  Rev.  James 
Forbes,  pastor  of  Riverside  Church 
in  New  York  City,  told  1,800  Chris¬ 
tian  college  students — including 
more  than  400  United  Method¬ 
ists — during  an  ecumenical  celebra¬ 
tion  Dec.  28-Jan.  1. 

Dr.  Forbes,  an  American  Baptist, 


GOSPEL  AEROBICS—  WALK,  BIKE  or  tap 
your  foot  to  17  favorite  hymns  with  a  beat. 
Great  way  to  keep  those  "getting  fit”  New 
Year’s  resolutions.  Send  $9  ($7  plus  $2  ship¬ 
ping  and  handling)  for  each  tape  to:  Evelyn- 
Song,  Inc.,  Box  925883,  Houston,  TX 
77292-5883. _ 

“DO  YOU  WANT  TO  ADOPT  A  BABY?" 

Methodist  Mission  Home/San  Antonio  now 
accepting  applications.  Texas  and  New  Mexi¬ 
co  residents  call  (210)  696-7021  for  informa- 
tion. _ 

SPRING  THROUGH  WINTER  in  the  Smo¬ 
kies  near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view. 
Completely  furnished  efficiencies  $190  week, 
$700  four  weeks  Sunday  to  Sunday.  Moun- 
tainview  Guest  House,  Drawer  1096,  Waynes- 
ville,  NC  28786.  (704)  627-9507. _ 

NO  ACCOMPANIST?  SING  YOUR  favorite 

hymns  in  worship  or  at  home.  Instrumental 
accompaniment  for  90  best  known  hymns  on 
6-tape  cassette  sets.  Choose  piano  or  organ. 
Word  book  included,  but  can  be  used  with 
your  hymnal.  Makes  an  excellent  gift.  $38.95 
plus  shipping.  1-800-728-0573. _ 

CALIFORNIA  PLAN  OF  CHURCH  Finance 
specializing  in  church  bonds,  church  notes, 
and  in  arranging  bank  loans.  Call  Chester 
Reid  1-800-333-9893. _ 

HOUSEKEEPING  ASSISTANT  MANAGER. 

Working  supervisor,  live-in  position,  reli¬ 
gious  organization,  lower  West  side,  NY  City 
has  top  opening  at  its  small  guest  house/con¬ 
ference  center.  Duties  (primary):  assist  man¬ 
ager,  direct  support  staff,  greet  guests, 
administrative  management,  negotiate/direct 
vendors,  maintain  equipment.  Skills  (manda¬ 
tory):  must  possess/obtain  NY  City  Opera¬ 
tions  Permits,  good  typist  and  "computer 
comfortable."  “Live-in"  and  similar  experi¬ 
ence  required.  Annual  salary  $28,903  (fixed). 
Excellent  opportunity  w/superb  benefits.  If 
salary  is  not  acceptable  or  if  you  don't  have 
mandatory  skills,  please  do  not  apply.  Other¬ 
wise  fax  resume  to:  (212)  870-3834,  attn:  D.C. 
for  job  HR  94-26.  Equal  Opportunity  Employ- 
er  M/F  Disabled. _ 

IMMEDIATE  OPENING  DIRECTOR  Of 

Music.  Experienced,  creative  church  musician 
with  ability  to  coordinate  and  direct  large- 
scale  music  program  for  3500-member  con¬ 
gregation.  Master’s  degree  preferred.  Choirs 
tor  all  ages  with  long  tradition  of  excellence  in 
music.  Staff  organist  and  handbell  director  in 
place.  Write  or  call  for  application,  due  April 
15th:  Staff  Parish,  Music  Search  Committee, 
Manchester  United  Methodist  Church,  129 
Woods  Mill  Road,  St.  Louis,  MO  6301 1.  (314) 
394-7506. 


topped  a  diverse  list  of  presenters  at 
“Celebrate:  Gathering  at  the  Cross¬ 
roads,”  sponsored  by  the  Council 
for  Ecumenical  Student  Christian 
Ministry. 

In  his  opening  address  Dr.  Forbes 
introduced  the  notion  of  each  stu¬ 
dent’s  finding  a  “project,”  namely  a 
cause,  an  ideal,  a  theme  to  live  by, 
regardless  of  majors,  career  choices, 
and  relationships. 

Dr.  Forbes  said  he  found  his  own 
calling  to  preach  social  justice  dur¬ 
ing  a  similar  1960  conference  for 
youths  in  Ohio.  After  that  confer¬ 
ence,  he  said,  he  went  back  to  his 
native  North  Carolina  and  partici¬ 
pated  in  sit-ins  to  desegregate  pub¬ 
lic  lunch  counters. 

'I  get  nervous' 

“I’m  always  nervous  at  student 
conferences,”  he  deadpanned, 
bringing  applause  from  students.  “I 
know  what  God  can  do  to  you  and 
through  you  when  students  get  to¬ 
gether  to  do  God’s  will.” 

Other  presenters  expanded  on  the 
idea  of  a  lifelong  project  and  the 
challenge  young  Christian  adults  face 
in  deciding  how  they  will  serve  God 
and  God’s  people  with  their  lives. 

Rita  Nakashima  Brock,  Bible  study 
leader,  used  the  accounts  of  Christ’s 
birth  to  encourage  students  to  think 
about  how  God  calls  people  to  chal¬ 
lenge  social  and  political  systems  to 
create  a  more  loving,  just  world. 

“Jesus  is  from  ambiguous  origins 
and  spent  his  early  life  in  exile  as  a 
refugee,”  said  Dr.  Brock,  professor 
of  humanities  at  United  Methodist- 
related  Hamline  University  in  St. 
Paul,  Minn.  She  cited  Mary’s  pre¬ 
marital  conception  and  the  flight 
into  Egypt  because  of  threats  on 
baby  Jesus’  life. 

She  also  compared  the  unusual 
roles  of  Mary,  Joseph,  Jesus  and  the 
wise  men  to  the  patriarchal  social 
and  political  order  of  Jesus’  day. 

He's  Mary's  son 

Although  most  “begats”  in  the 
Bible  list  male  ancestors,  “Jesus  is 
described  as  ‘Mary’s  son,’  ”  said  Dr. 


Brock.  She  received  her  doctorate  at 
the  United  Methodist-related 
School  of  Theology  at  Claremont, 
Calif.,  and  is  a  mentor  for  United 
Methodists  pursuing  doctorates 
through  the  denomination’s  “Wom¬ 
en  of  Color  Scholarship”  program. 

Joseph,  she  said,  was  willing  to 
“follow  his  dreams  and  flout  tradi¬ 
tion”  and  marry  a  woman  who  was 
pregnant  with  a  child  that  was  not 
his.  He  “relied  on  angels  and 
dreams  instead  of  the  social  rules.” 

Dr.  Brock  was  a  favorite  among 
students  like  Michelle  Pettus,  a 
United  Methodist  and  20-year-old 
psychology  major  at  West  Texas 
A&M  University. 

Ms.  Pettus  said,  “Dr.  Brock  told 
the  Christmas  story  in  a  whole  new 
way.  It  made  me  think  a  lot  about 
how  God  wants  us  to  be  on  the  side 
of  the  poor  and  refugees.” 

Another  crowd  pleaser 

Another  crowd  pleaser  was  Edwi- 
na  Gateley,  a  British  Catholic  lay- 
woman  who  started  Genesis  House 
in  Chicago,  a  help  center  and  safe 
house  for  women  working  as  prosti¬ 
tutes  in  Chicago. 

An  irrepressible  sprite  who  re¬ 
minds  one  of  a  favorite  matronly 
school  teacher,  Ms.  Gateley  paced 
the  stage,  waving  her  arms  and  chal¬ 
lenging  the  students  to  follow  their 
own  hearts  to  answer  God’s  call. 

She  said  lay  people  need  to  break 
the  pattern  of  letting  clergy  and 
church  bureaucrats  make  the  rules 
about  what  is  an  appropriate  minis¬ 
try.  She  said  too  many  lay  people 
only  “pray,  pay  and  obey!” 

Recalling  her  own  journey  from  a 
rather  "odd  and  passive”  church 
worker  to  a  laywoman  in  ministry 
with  the  marginalized,  Ms.  Gateley 
said  she  first  learned  the  vastness  of 
God  as  a  missionary  to  Uganda. 

“I  had  this  idea  that  I  was  taking 
this  white,  male,  British,  Catholic 
God  to  Africa  to  help  these  ‘hea¬ 
then,’  but  when  I  got  there  God  was 
there  already  in  the  hospitality  of 
the  people  and  in  the  hope  of  the 
poor,”  Ms.  Gateley  said. 


“I  discovered  that  God  is  big!” 
she  said,  waving  her  arms  amid 
cheers  from  the  students. 

Does  God  prowl? 

“God  is  bigger  than  our  ideas  and 
our  prejudices  and  our  boxes.  I 
want  you  to  celebrate  the  God  that 
prowls  around  outside  our  denomi¬ 


nations  and  the  walls  that  divide  us, 
looking  for  cracks  where  the  Spirit 
can  come  in.” 

Ms.  Gateley  strutted,  mugged  and 
shouted  to  the  delight  of  the  stu¬ 
dents  as  she  encouraged  them  to  fol¬ 
low  their  dreams  and  hear  the  voice 
of  God  as  they  set  the  courses  for 
Christian  lives. 


At  Asbury 
Seminary,  It’s 
Who  You  Know 
That  Counts 


f-  -  ''  eorge  Hunter  was 
r  a  fish  out  of  water 
“  the  summer  of  '62.  As 
a  seminary  student,  he  spent 
eight  weeks  sharing  his  faith 
with  "Muscle  Beach" 
surfers,  beatniks  and  body 
builders.  They  thought  he 
was  from  another  planet  — 
stained-glass  church  jargon 
made  little  sense  to  these 
folks.  That  experience  set 
Hunter  on  a  lifetime  quest 
that  has  placed  him  among 
the  leading  authorities  on 
communicating  the  Gospel 
to  secular  people. 

As  Dean  of  Asbury 
Seminary  ’s  E.  Stanley 
Jones  School  of  World 
Mission  and  Evangelism. 

Dr.  Hunter  specializes  in 
teaching  students  how  to 
present  the  unchanging 
truth  of  the  Gospel  to  our 
post-Christian  world.  And 
in  a  world  that's  adrift  in  a 
sea  of  pluralism,  the  mission 
field  isn’t  just  overseas  — it’s 
over  a  cup  of  coffee,  over 
the  neighbor’s  hedges,  over¬ 
looking  12th  &  Vine. 

So  meet  George  Hunter. 
And  prepare  to  meet  your 
world  with  the  lile-chang- 
ing  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Contact  the  office  ol 
admissions  today  at  I  -800- 
2- ASBURY. 

A  Asbury 

Theological 
it  Seminary 
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CLASSIFIED 


RATES:  $1.40  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per 
insertion,  $28.00  minimum  charge  for  up  to 
20  words.  Blind  ads  $21.00  plus  $11.20  for 
the  8  words  to  insert  our  contact  information. 
Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on  con¬ 
tract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  approved 
in  advance. 


OFFICE  ADMINISTRATOR  WITH  organi¬ 

zational,  bookkeeping  and  clerical  skills  want¬ 
ed  for  mid-size  church.  Business  training  or 
comparable  experience  required  for  full-time 
position  available  January  1,  1995.  Resumes 
to:  PPRC,  South  Shore  UMC,  7350  S.  Jeffery 
Blvd.,  Chicago,  IL  60649. 
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The  mural,  ABOVE,  symbolizes  the  unity  among  UM  youth  in  the 
state.  Many  friendships  will  be  formed  at  the  Senior  High  Confer¬ 
ence  Council  on  Youth  Ministry  Retreat,  Feb.  3-5,  at  Tall  Timbers 
Retreat  Center.  New  Orleans  District  Council  on  Youth  Ministries 
created  this  mural  for  the  Junior  High  Retreat  in  November.  That 
CCYM  event  had  200  youth  and  adult  participants. 


A  new  concept  in  teaching  Sun¬ 
day  school  that  is  similar  to  the  one 
room  public  schools  once  held  in 
churches  has  been  instigated  at  Bay¬ 
ou  Chicot  UMC  and  at  Lecompte 
UMC  on  the  same  charge. 

In  programs  in 
other  states  chil¬ 
dren  from 
three  to  middle 
school  age  meet 
together,  but  the 
two  Louisiana 
Conference  churches  have  taken  it  a 
step  further.  They  have  formed  in- 
tergenerational  classes,  one  in  each 
church. 

In  Bayou  Chicot  the  class  in¬ 
cludes  people  of  all  ages,  from  7  to 
90  years. 


“We  did  not  have  enough  to  di¬ 
vide  up  into  classes,”  Mabel 
Thompson,  senior  member  of  that 
class,  explained. 

Dr.  Jones'  idea 

Dr.  James  Jones,  the  pastor,  sug¬ 
gested  the  one-room  concept. 
Cokesbury,  a  division  of  the  UM 
Publishing  House,  has  developed  a 
One  Room  Sunday  School  Re¬ 
source  Kit  with  materials  for  stu¬ 
dents  and  teachers. 

Bayou  Chicot  is  one  of  the  oldest 
congregations  in  the  Conference, 
Jones  mentioned.  “It  was  meeting 
as  early  as  1 804  when  Bayou  Chicot 
was  a  thriving  rural  community.” 

Due  to  population  shifts,  the  ru¬ 
ral  church’s  membership  has  de¬ 
clined. 


Two  small  churches  initiate 
One  Room  Sunday  School 


Register  pronto 
for  Senior  High 
CCYM  Retreat 

Senior  High  youth  from  all  over 
the  state  will  gather  for  the  Confer¬ 
ence  Council  on  Youth  Ministry 
Retreat. 

The  event  will  be  held  Feb.  3-5  at 
Tall  Timbers  Retreat  Center  near 
Woodworth. 

All  youth  in  the  ninth  through 
12th  grades  may  attend.  There  will 
be  one  adult  counselor  for  every  1 0 
high  school  participants. 

Bring  Bible 

Rev.  Roger  Templeton,  director 
of  youth  and  campus  ministries, 
said  each  participant  “should  bring 
a  Bible  (if  you  own  one)  along  with 
bedding  and  personal  items.  Each 
person  should  have  money  for 
snacks  and  for  the  Youth  Service 
Fund  and  an  open  mind  and  spir¬ 
it.” 

He  also  urges  each  youth  to  bring 
friends  to  the  event.  For  a  talent 
show  the  performers  should  have 
costumes,  instruments  or  whatever 
is  needed. 

While  at  the  retreat,  each  person 
will  see  ‘Star  Wars,’  make  new 
friends,  worship  a  loving  God,  sing, 
play,  discuss,  learn  more  about  the 
YSF  Fund  and  explore  the  Bible  in 
a  new  way,  Templeton  mentioned. 

Renewed  Commitment 

He  said  each  participant  will  take 
home  “a  deepened  awareness  of  the 
good  and  evil  in  the  world,  a  packet 
of  fun  and  informative  stuff,  a  re¬ 
newed  commitment  to  God,  good 
memories,  The  Force  of  God’s 
guiding  spirit”  and  some  weird 
stuff,  “a  lion,  a  witch  and  a  ward¬ 
robe.” 

To  register,  immediately  write, 
call  or  fax:  Rev.  Roger  Templeton, 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference,  527 
North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge  LA 
70802;  phone:  504-346-1646;  fax: 
504-383-2652.  Registration  of  $45 
is  due  by  Jan.  23,  with  health  form 
and  signature  of  pastor  or  youth  di¬ 
rector. 


No  Sunday  school 

Neither  of  the  churches  previous¬ 
ly  had  Sunday  school  and  this  con¬ 
cerned  him  and  some  of  the 
members.  “The  Christian  life  of  a 
church  is  limited  if  it  has  no  Sunday 
school,  because  this  is  how  a  church 
grows,”  Jones  said. 

The  One  Room  Sunday  School 
Class  started-last  fall  at  Bayou  Chi¬ 
cot  and  was  an  immediate  success, 
supported  by  virtually  all  of  the 
membership  and  several  non-mem¬ 
bers. 

“It  has  breathed  new  life  into  all 
activities  of  the  church,”  the  minis¬ 
ter  said.  “Attendance  at  worship 
has  grown  from  eight  to  24  persons 
on  most  Sundays.  Members  of  the 
class  invite  other  people.  The 
church  is  no  longer  declining;  it  an¬ 
ticipates  a  vital  future.” 

Mabel  Thompson,  who  began  her 
teaching  in  a  one  room  school- 
house,  said  all  participants  seem  to 
enjoy  the  class.  “We  have  Bible  sto¬ 
ries  and  all  of  us  look  up  passages 
and  take  turns  reading. 

“A  New  Revised  Standard  Ver¬ 
sion  Bible  was  purchased  for  every¬ 
one  who  attends.  Materials  such  as 
glue,  scissors,  paper  and  crayons  are 
provided  for  everyone.  We  enjoy  a 
lesson  and  then  Ellen  Helmer.  pia¬ 
nist,  plays  and  teaches  us  new 
songs.  We  also  enjoy  singing  the  old 
favorites.” 

After  the  minister  says  a  prayer, 
they  have  a  time  of  fellowship  and 
refreshments. 

The  One  Room  Sunday  School 
Class  at  Lecompte  is  also  having 
good  results,  Jones  said. 

A  certified  lab-school  leader,  he 
has  led  the  class,  but  soon  hopes 
to  move  to  team  teaching  by  adult 
class  members. 

Believes  in  concept 

Jones  believes  the  one-room  con¬ 
cept  will  work  in  any  UM  church 
and  offers  his  help  to  those  who  de¬ 
sire  to  get  started. 

Rev.  Don  Avery,  superintendent 
of  Alexandria  District  in  which  the 
churches  are  located,  said  he  is 
pleased  with  the  one-room  classes 
that  are  bringing  people  back  to 
Sunday  school.  He,  too,  hopes  other 
churches  will  try  the  program. 


The  presence  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  a  "flame”  is  evident  during  the 
worship  service  which  was  part  of  the  initial  VISION  2000  training 
session  in  Shreveport  on  Jan.  7.  Participants  are  LEFT  TO  RIGHT 
Bishop  William  Oden,  Rev.  Rob  Weber,  Dr.  Luther  Smith,  Rev.  Les¬ 
lie  Akin  and  Celia  Whitler. 


Some  members 
of  the  com¬ 
bined  youth 
choirs  of  Trin¬ 
ity,  Ruston,  and 
Noel,  Shreve¬ 
port  are  pic¬ 
tured,  LEFT,  as 
they  wait  to 
sing. 


PHOTOS  BY  REV. 
"WISHY"  NOLAN 


'Rekindle  God's  Gift'  theme 
to  spark  annual  UMW  Sunday 


United  Methodist  Women  Sun¬ 
day  will  be  observed  on  Jan.  22  in 
many  of  the  UM  churches  in  Loui¬ 
siana.  Others  will  highlight  the 
women  and  their  work  with  mis¬ 
sions  on  other  days.  “Rekindle 
God’s  Gifts”  is  to  be  the  theme. 
UMW  members  will  speak,  lead  the 
liturgy,  read  Scriptures,  sing  in 
choirs  and  usher,  in  many  of  the 
congregations. 

The  UMW  of  Thomas  UMC  in 
Kenner  will  celebrate  at  the  8:30 
a.m.  service.  The  speaker  is  to  be 
June  Sanchez,  president  of  the  New 
Orleans  District  UMW  and  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Hartzell  UMC.  Evelyn  Stew¬ 
art  is  president  of  Thomas  UMC 
and  Rev.  Leslie  Taylor  is  pastor. 

In  Kentwood 

Speaking  at  1 1  a.m.  at  Kentwood 
UMC  will  be  Cathy  Parker.  Women 
of  the  church  will  participate  in  the 
service. 

Parker  is  in  a  core  group  of 
UMW  members  from  throughout 
the  South  Central  Jurisdiction  en¬ 
gaged  in  visiting  missions  support¬ 
ed  by  the  UMW.  Her  talk  will 
include  information  about  some  of 
the  missions.  She  is  president  of  the 
UMW  at  First  UMC,  Pontchatoula. 

Rev.  Marva  Mitchell,  pastor,  Fe¬ 


licity  UMC,  will  speak  at  the  1 1 
a.m.  service  in  Grace  UMC,  New 
Orleans,  where  Rev.  Robert  F.  Har¬ 
rington  is  pastor.  Her  subject  is  to 
be  “Rekindle  God’s  Gifts.”  She 
spoke  last  year  at  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence. 

Wilma  Crosby,  who  has  held  a 
number  of  UMW  offices  including 
president  of  the  Shreveport  District 
UMW  and  Conference  UMW  chair 
of  Christian  Global  Concerns,  will 
speak  at  the  three  worship  services 
at  Broadmoor  UMC,  Baton  Rouge. 
She  holds  a  BA  degree  in  religion 
and  was  director  of  youth  work  for 
the  Mississippi  Conference. 

Jeanette  James  is  coordinating 
the  services  in  which  other  mem¬ 
bers  are  to  participate.  Shirley 
Lloyd  is  Broadmoor  UMW  presi¬ 
dent. 

Observance  Jan.  29 

Beverly  Dinnel,  a  member  of  the 
church  who  recently  returned  from 
a  medical  mission  to  Thailand,  will 
speak  in  Loranger  UMC.  The 
church,  of  which  Rev.  L.  John  Lo- 
cascio  is  pastor,  sent  hymnals  and 
Sunday  school  materials  to  the  peo¬ 
ple  in  the  country. 

That  congregation  will  celebrate 
UMW  Sunday  Jan.  29  at  1 1  a.m. 


Dillard  University  in  New  Orleans 
to  host  VISION  2000  Session  on  jan.  21 


The  VISION  2000  training  ses¬ 
sion  for  the  southern  half  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference  will  be  held 
Saturday,  Jan  21  at  Dillard  Univer¬ 
sity,  New  Orleans. 

Pre-service  music  by  Cynthia 
Wilson-Felder,  religious  recording 
artist,  will  begin  at  9  a.m.  in  Law¬ 
less  Chapel.  She  directs  the  music 
ministry  of  Hamilton  Park  UMC  in 
Dallas  and  is  an  adjunct  professor 
at  Perkins  School  of  Theology  at 
SMU. 

Dr.  Luther  E.  Smith,  associate 
professor  of  Church  and  Communi¬ 
ty  at  The  Candler  School  of  Theol¬ 


ogy,  Emory  University  in  Atlanta, 
will  speak  at  the  9:30  a.m.  worship 
service. 

Beginning  at  10:30  a.m.  will  be 
the  individual  sessions.  Inviting  will 
remain  in  Lawless  Chapel.  Nurtur¬ 
ing  is  to  meet  in  Room  126  of  Dent 
Hall  and  Celebrating  is  to  be  in  the 
Gym  in  Dent  Hall.  The  training  ses¬ 
sion  on  serving  will  be  in  Samuel 
DuBois  Cook  Multi-Purpose  Cen¬ 
ter. 

To  get  to  Dillard  University  take 
I- 10  from  Baton  Rouge  and  other 
areas  to  Metairie.  Then  take  1-610 
to  the  Slidell  exit  at  Elysian  Fields 
(indicated  as  Dillard  University 
exit).  Turn  left  on  Elysian  Fields,  go 
to  Gentilly  Boulevard.  Turn  left  on 
Gentilly.  Dillard  is  one-half  mile  on 
the  right. 
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Bishop  William  Oden 


The  greatest 
of  these 
is  love! 


Basil  was  a  bishop  and  theologian  of  the  early  church.  He  was  conse¬ 
crated  a  bishop  in  370  A.  D.  and  spent  his  life  in  theological  reflection 
and  church  administration.  He  lived  in  a  time  of  great  controversy  in 
the  church  as  “theological  discussion”  often  ended  in  hand  to  hand 
combat.  His  greatest  work  was  On  the  Holy  Spirit  from  which  these 
passages  were  taken: 

To  what  can  I  compare  our  (the  church’s)  present  condi¬ 
tion?  It  is  like  a  naval  battle,  kindled  by  old  quarrels,  fought 
by  [those]  who  love  war,  who  cultivate  hatred  for  one  anoth¬ 
er,  and  have  long  experience  in  naval  warfare. . . 

What  storm  at  sea  was  ever  as  savage  as  this  tempest  of 
the  Churches?  It  has  moved  every  boundary  . . .  every  foun¬ 
dation.  Every  established  bulwark  of  doctrine  has  been 
shaken.  . . .  We  attack  one  another,  we  are  overthrown  by 
one  another. 

Private  enmities  are  more  important . . .  than  the  struggle 
of  an  entire  people.  They  prefer  the  glory  of  subduing  their 
opponents  to  securing  the  common  welfare  . . .  They  fight 
against  each  other  with  harsh  words.  They  nearly  fill  the 
church  with  meaningless  cries  and  unintelligible  shouts  of 
their  incessant  clamor. 


Basil  concludes: 

But  love  pulled  me  the  opposite  direction,  the  love  that  is 
not  self  seeking  . . .  Therefore,  the  cloud  of  our  enemies  does 
not  dismay  us,  but  we  place  our  trust  in  the  spirit’s  help  and 
boldly  proclaim  the  truth. 

All  the  “clamor”  in  today’s  society,  all  the  controversies  waging  in 
every  denomination,  local  church  battles  over  petty  matters,  letters 
from  various  organizations  with  a  desire  to  “subdue  their  opponents” 
all  make  my  cry  much  like  Basil’s.  Then  I  think  about  the  meaning  of 
the  Gospel  and  affirm  that  just  as  the  church  has  prevailed  in  the  midst 
of  centuries  of  controversy,  so  it  will  continue  to  prevail.  Love  cannot  be 
defeated.  The  Cross  tells  us  that! 


The  intergenerational  One  Room  Sunday  School  Class  at  Bayou 
Chicot  sings  songs  from  the  special  materials  prepared  by  Cokes¬ 
bury  as  Dr.  James  Jones,  pastor,  accompanies  members  on  his  gui¬ 
tar.  Ages  of  class  members  range  from  7  to  90. 


Lay  Delegate  Forms  available 
for  General  and  Jurisdictional 
Conferences  to  be  held  in  1996 


Laity  of  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  will  be  selected  for  half  of  the 
delegate  positions  for  the  General 
and  Jurisdictional  conferences  of  the 
UMC  in  1996.  An  applicant  must 


Around 

the 

Conference 

Members  of  Asbury  UMC,  La¬ 
fayette,  where  Rev.  Robert  L.  Bur¬ 
gess  is  senior  minister  will  take  new 
or  clean,  used  blankets  to  church 
with  them  Jan.  22.  The  blankets 
will  help  warm  up  the  cold  winter 
months  for  homeless  people  in  the 
Lafayette  area.  The  “gifts  of  love” 
are  to  be  donated  through  a  local 
agency  called  The  Well. 

*  *  * 

Rev.  Emile  Rousseau  spoke  at  the 
recent  Methodist  Men’s  Breakfast 
at  Elizabeth  Sullivan  Memorial 
UMC,  Bogulasa.  Four  men  from  his 
congregation.  First  Baptist  Church, 
surprised  him  and  joined  in  the  fel¬ 
lowship.  Jack  Amacker  is  president 
of  the  United  Methodist  Men  and 
Rev.  Vernon  Fairley  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

A  group  of  women  from  St.  Timo¬ 
thy  UMC,  Mandeville,  will  have  a 
retreat  at  Camp  Istrouma  Jan.  21 
and  Jan.  22.  They  will  spend  time 
relaxing,  having  fellowship  and 
working  toward  personal  growth. 
Participants  will  be  shown  ways  to 
“rediscover  relationships  with  God 
and  the  gifts  God  has  blessed  them 
with.”  They  also  will  explore  “new 
ways  to  spend  time  with  God.”  Hel¬ 
en  Pearson  of  Candler  School  of 
Theology  will  be  the  retreat  leader. 

*  *  * 

Applications  are  being  accepted 
for  UM  Publishing  House  merit 
scholarships  for  racial/ethnic  under¬ 
graduates.  Deadline  is  May  1 .  Con¬ 
tact  the  publishing  house  or  the 
office  of  Loans  and  Scholarships  of 
the  General  Board  of  Higher  Educa¬ 
tion  and  Ministry  in  Nashville.  For 
either  of  those  numbers  call  Info- 
Serve  1-800-251-8140,  8  a.m.  to  4 

p.m. 


have  been  a  member  of  the  UMC 
for  at  least  two  years  and  have  been 
active  in  the  UMC  for  at  least  four 
years,  as  of  June  1995. 

O.  Fred  Loy  Jr.,  Conference  lay 
leader,  announces  that  forms  for  la¬ 
ity  are  available.  Six  lay  and  six 
clergy  delegates  from  Louisiana 
Conference  will  be  elected  to  the 
General  Conference  slated  April  16- 
26,  1996,  in  Denver.  Twelve  lay 
and  12  clergy  delegates  are  to  be 
elected  to  the  Jurisdictional  Confer¬ 
ence  set  for  July  15-19,  1996  in 
Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Lay  persons  who  want  to  be  con¬ 
sidered  for  either  or  both  of  the  del¬ 
egate  positions  must  obtain  and  fill 
out  the  form  and  mail  it  by  March 
1,  1996  to:  Dr.  Stone  Caraway,  Lou¬ 
isiana  Conference  Secretary,  527 
North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge  LA 
70802.  He  has  forms  available. 

Lay  delegate  information  forms 
also  will  be  available  at  the  Convoca¬ 
tion  of  Boards,  Jan.  26-27,  at  First 
UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  by  writing  to  O. 
Fred  Loy  Jr  ,  P.O.  Box  1546,  Baton 
Rouge  LA  70821-1546.  or  by  con¬ 
tacting  any  district  superintendent  or 
district  lay  leader,  Loy  said. 

Applicants  must  tell  how  active 
they  have  been  and  are  in  the 
church  and  community.  They  are 
asked  why  they  wish  to  serve  as  del¬ 
egates  and  must  agree  to  commit  to 
the  time  necessary  to  participate 
and  to  prepare  for  the  conferences. 
Information  they  provide  about 
themselves  will  be  printed  in  a  bro¬ 
chure.  Elections  will  be  held  at  the 
June  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
in  Shreveport. 

Clergy  delegates  also  will  be  elect¬ 
ed  at  the  Annual  Conference. 

In  Memoriam 

Sympathy  to  the  family  of  Rev. 
George  H.  Sherman  Jr.,  72,  retired 
Conference  minister,  who  died  Dec. 
28.  Funeral  services  were  held  Dec. 
30  in  First  UMC,  Haynesville. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Helen 
Jane,  son,  George  Sherman  III,  and 
daughters,  Jill  Wiggins,  Joy  Irvin 
and  Shirley  Sherman. 

Memorials  may  be  sent  to  the 
UM  Foundation  of  Louisiana’s 
Sherman  Fund  or  to  Harvest  of 
Hope. 
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Follow  pastors'  examples  to  'intervene'  lovingly 


Recent  actions  by  two  clergy¬ 
men  offer  examples  that  we  think 
pastors  and  lay  people  would  do 
well  to  heed  (see  UMR.  Jan.  13). 

We're  referring  to: 

■  The  Rev.  D.  Wayne  Bender, 
pastor  of  Avis  (Pa.)  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  who  is  aiding  gar¬ 
ment  workers  terminated  when 
their  company  closed  down  its 
Avis  plant  to  move  manufacturing 
to  Mexico;  and 

■  The  Rev.  Dwight  Meier,  pas¬ 
tor  of  Friendship  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Fargo,  N.D.,  who 
offered  an  image  of  God’s  love  to 
an  8-year-old  Florida  girl  whose 
letter  to  God  ended  up  in  his 
hands. 

Jn  our  view,  these  two  pastors — 
and  unheralded  thousands  like 
them  across  the  church — serve  as 
worthy  reminders  that  Christians 
may  be  called  to  a  “ministry  of  in¬ 
tervention”  at  any  time  and  in  any 
place. 

By  that  we  mean  a  ministry 
which  counters  the  world’s  percep¬ 
tions — concepts  that  workers  are 
expendable  or  that  children’s  in¬ 
quiries  are  easily  dismissed — with 
the  message  of  a  loving  God  who 
works  constantly  for  a  world 
where  all  are  valued. 

Such  a  ministry,  we  believe,  is 
marked  by  characteristics  that  ap¬ 
ply  to  all  Christians,  clergy  and  la¬ 
ity  alike; 

•f  Courage  to  step  out — figura¬ 
tively  and  literally — beyond  the 
security  of  our  sanctuaries  to  serve 
people  as  we  learn  of  their  needs. 

•f  Alertness  to  invitations  to 
"intervene.”  These  invitations  can 
come  clearly,  such  as  a  request  to 
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assist  terminated  workers,  or  in  an 
unexpected  opportunity  like  being 
given  a  little  girl’s  imprecisely  ad¬ 
dressed  letter  to  God. 

•f  Awareness  that  the  Gospel 
will  be  judged  by  both  its  message 
and  its  messenger.  This  awareness 
makes  it  imperative  that  Christ- 
like  attitudes  such  as  gentleness, 
patience  and  self-control  accom¬ 
pany  Christ-like  actions. 

•/  Assurance  that  those  who 
perform  tasks  supporting  the 
“ministry  of  intervention”  are  val¬ 
ued  as  much  as  those  on  the  front 
lines.  Church  secretaries,  church 
administrators,  musicians,  com¬ 
mittee  chairs  and  members  have 
their  own  complementary  minis¬ 
try  in  keeping  congregations  func¬ 
tioning — thereby  providing  a  solid 
basis  for  potential  intervention 
outreach  beyond  the  church. 

With  these  things  in  mind  we 
commend  Brothers  Bender  and 
Meier  on  their  noteworthy  efforts. 
Their  stories  ring  true  with  the 
characteristics  of  authentic  Chris-, 
tian  ministry. 

Likewise,  we  invite  other  pas¬ 
tors  and  church  members  to  use 
these  examples  as  signs  for  recog¬ 
nizing  and  seizing  opportunities 
for  “ministries  of  intervention.” 

As  “interventionists”  we  Chris¬ 
tians  bear  to  the  world — in  our 
words  and  deeds — the  message 
that  God  can  heal  what  humans 
have  broken  and  that  God  can  an¬ 
swer  our  questions. 


TIGER  CURRAN  S  PHOTO  COURTESY  OF  SARASOTA  HERALD-TRIBUNE 

Tiger  Curran,  8,  of  Sarasota,  Fla.,  displays  her  letter  to  God  and  the  reply  she 
received  from  the  Rev.  Dwight  Meier  (inset)  of  Fargo,  N.D.,  who  ended  up  with 
the  girl's  imprecisely  addressed  letter.  At  left  is  the  Rev.  D.  Wayne  Bender  of 
Avis,  Pa.,  who  is  aiding  garment  workers  who  lost  their  jobs  when  their  com¬ 
pany  moved  some  of  its  manufacturing  to  Mexico  and  closed  its  Avis  plant. 
Both  pastors  have  provided  examples  of  the  "ministry  of  intervention."  All 
Christians,  clergy  and  laity  would  do  well  to  heed  the  characteristics  their  ac¬ 
tions  demonstrated  (see  related  editorial  at  left). 


I'm  not  a  callous  Christian  for  seeking  welfare  reform 


Welfare  reform  deserves  atten¬ 
tion  as  a  political  and  sociological 
/phenomenon,  and  citizens  may  le¬ 
gitimately  disagree  on  political  and 
sociological  approaches. 

'  But  1  resent  each  scribe  who,  as  in 
■a  recent  letter  (see  UMR ,  Dec.  30), 
argues  that  “disciples  of  Christ” 
have  a  “biblical  mandate”  to  avoid 
a  “mean-spirited,  punitive  war  on 
some  of  the  most  vulnerable  catego¬ 
ries  of  our  people.” 

Some  of  us  are  as  Christ-centered 
and  loving  and  compassionate  as 
the  next  fellow  but  we  have  conclud¬ 
ed  that  many  of  the  most  vulnerable 
will  remain  so  unless  we  remove 
them  from  government  programs 
that  are  failing.  Removing  them  will 
probably  be  classified  as  mean-spir- 
•ited  and  punitive,  but  it  doesn’t 
have  to  be. 

The  true  test  that  the  church 
should  not  fail  is  not  whether  we 
will  oppose  stopping  unconditional, 
unending  public  assistance,  but 
whether  we  will  look  into  the  eyes 
and  touch  the  hands  of  vulnerable 
people  rather  than  simply  sending 
church  dollars  and  tax  dollars  far 
away  and  pretend  that  we  are  mak¬ 
ing  life-changing  differences. 

Most  policymakers  don’t  believe 
the  church  has  what  it  takes  to  re¬ 
place  government  assistance.  I 
would  like  to  believe  that  it  can. 

David  R.  Melville 
Shreveport,  Louisiana 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 


What's  the  point? 

In  the  Dec.  30  issue,  Brian 
McCarthy  speaks  of  the  grave  crisis 
of  welfare  reform  which  will  turn 
into  a  “mean-spirited,  punitive  war 
on  some  of  the  most  vulnerable  cat¬ 
egories  of  our  people.”  He  says  the 
attack  is  based  on  grossly  erroneous 
ideas  “and  a  failure  to  recognize  the 
disastrous  impact  of  the  steady 
disappearance  of  jobs  for  less 
skilled,  less  educated  workers  both 
white  and  black.” 

As  to  this  assertion,  let  me  cite 
my  experience.  A  hospitality  indus¬ 
try  board  of  directors  meeting  that  I 
attended  recently  dealt  with  the  dif¬ 
ficulties  of  finding  less  skilled  and 
educated  people  to  keep  seven  loca¬ 
tions  in  Hilton  Head,  S.C.,  and 
three  locations  in  Orlando,  Fla., 
clean  and  maintained.  In  other 
words,  the  jobs  are  there  but  the 
workers  aren’t. 

I  may  not  be  an  expert  in  theol¬ 
ogy  but  I  have  been  in  business  for 
30  years.  We  United  Methodists 
like  to  defend  the  separation  of 
church  and  state,  yet  some  want  to 
use  the  power  of  the  state  to  confis¬ 
cate  one  person’s  assets  and  income 
to  give  to  another. 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  church 


has  failed  miserably  to  take  care  of 
the  widows  and  orphans  and  the 
victims  that  have  been  robbed  and 
beaten  along  the  way.  Now  Mr. 
McCarthy  wants  the  government  to 


we  can  flip  coins. 

We  could  ask  questions  like  “Did 
an  angel  really  come  to  Mary?”  or 
‘Did  Jesus  really  walk  on  water”  or 
‘Was  Lazarus  really  did  before  Je- 


do  the  church’s  work.  What  then  is  •  sus  called  him  out  of  the  tomb?” 


the  point  of  the  church? 

John  E.  Fowler 
Chattanooga,  Tennessee 

I  was  sad 

I  was  very  sad  to  see  the  letter  to 
the  editor  concerning  the  forgiving 
of  Susan  Smith  in  the  Dec.  30  issue 
of  the  Reporter.  Although  the  senti¬ 
ments  expressed  in  that  letter  may 
be  our  natural  human  response  to 
such  a  horrific  event,  it  is  the  exact 
opposite  of  what  Scripture  com¬ 
mands  us  to  do  (see  Matthew  6:14- 
1 5  and  Ephesians  4:32). 

Millicent  Lasslo-Meeks 
Memphis,  Tennessee 

Let's  vote  on  it 

After  reading  about  those  Ph.D.’s 
who  voted  on  what  sayings  of  Jesus 
in  the  Gospels  he  surely  said,  proba¬ 
bly  said,  probably  didn’t  say,  or  def¬ 
initely  didn't  say  (see  UMR,  Jan.  6), 
I  would  like  to  propose  that  we 
United  Methodists  use  a  similar 
technique  to  define  what  we  be¬ 
lieve. 

We  could  have  a  “Jesus  Seminar” 
in  every  district  and  vote  on  what 
parts  of  the  Gospels  should  be  re¬ 
tained.  Naturally  those  considered 
to  be  untrue  by  the  majority  should 
be  discarded.  In  the  case  of  tie  votes 


Pontius'  Puddle 


Of  course,  there  are  still  some 
among  us  who  actually  believe  that 
the  Bible  is  the  inspired  word  of 
God  and  that  it  should  be  consid¬ 
ered  sacred  and  true,  but  most  of 
those  will  be  going  to  the  funda¬ 
mentalist  denominations  anyway, 
or  if  they  stay,  they  will  not  join  in 
this  action. 

District  decisions  can  be  evaluat¬ 
ed  by  the  bishops  of  every  confer¬ 
ence,  and  on  up  to  a  national 
consensus.  Judgment  will  be  re¬ 
quired  because  if  too  many  sayings 
are  to  be  discarded,  the  ordinary 
folks  in  the  pews  may  get  offended. 
We  must  not  be  insentivite. 

One  of  the  main  advantages  of 
this  procedure  will  be  that  our  Bi¬ 
bles  will  be  smaller  and  much  easier 
to  carry  around. 

John  Robinson 
College  Station,  Texas 

It's  not  censorship 

In  a  “Faith  Watch”  item  in  the 
Dec.  16  issue,  the  Rev.  Wilford 
Bane  speaks  with  forked  tongue. 

In  one  sentence  he  tells  us  our 
money  is  being  used  to  defend  dirty 
book  stores.  In  the  next  sentence  he 
says  The  United  Methodist  Church 
does  not  support  pornography. 

Obviously,  our  money  is  being 
used  to  do  just  that!  Is  there  any 
record  of  our  denomination  sup- 


as  a  hypnotist;  X  CAN 

.SEND  A  SUBJECT  INTO  AH 
UNCONSCIOUS  STATE  BY 
SAYING-  A  SINGLE  WORD. 


THAT’S  NOTHING. 
AS  A  PASToR.TC.AN 
DO  THE  SAME  THING 
WITH  AH  ENTIRE. 
CONGREGATION. 
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What  others 
are  saying 


“If  we’re  really  being  the  church 
we  do  most  of  our  ministry  out  in 
the  world  where  people  live,  work, 
suffer,  and  enjoy  social  and  recre¬ 
ational  activities.  Little  of  our  min¬ 
istry  happens  during  our 
Sunday-morning  gatherings  in  our 
church  buildings  or  in  other  church 
meetings.  But  we  need  gatherings  to 
feed  and  train  us  for  doing  our  min¬ 
istries.” 

— Barbara  Wendland,  Connections. 

*  Hr  * 

“Good  worship  is  about  receiving 
the  surprising,  the  unexpected  and 
unfamiliar,  along  with  the  familiar, 
and  trying  to  discern  the  inbreaking 
of  God  in  ways  that  can  be  celebrat¬ 
ed  and  enacted.  Worship  must  grow 
out  of  an  imaginative  and  risky  reli¬ 
ance  upon  the  grace  of  God.” 

— The  Rev.  Daniel  Benedict,  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of  Disci- 
pleship,  Nashville. 

*  *  * 


porting  the  aggressive  anti-pornog¬ 
raphy  efforts  ...  in  Cincinnati,  or 
any  other  city? 

By  the  way,  the  “censorship”  is¬ 
sue  used  as  a  dodge  by  Mr.  Bane  is 
the  party  line  handed  out  by  the 
pornography  industry.  In  the  Cin¬ 
cinnati  case,  and  in  most  others, 
there  is  no  censorship.  People  mere¬ 
ly  are  calling  for  enforcement  of 
laws  which  are  there  to  protect  the 
numerous  victims  of  this  $  1 0-bil- 
lion-dollar-a-year  industry. 

Gordon  Ward 
Sylvania,  Ohio 

Here's  a  definition 

In  response  to  your  “Definition, 
Please:  What  is  a  self-avowed  prac¬ 
ticing  homosexual?”  item  in  the 
Dec.  16  issue,  I  offer  the  following: 

1.  People  who  verbally  acknowl¬ 
edge  themselves  to  the  board  of  or¬ 
dained  ministry  to  be  emotionally, 
mentally,  spiritually  or  physically 
practicing  as  a  homosexual,  or 

2.  People  who  willingly  engage  in 
sexual  activity  with  a  person  or  per¬ 
sons  of  the  same  sex.  Sexual  activity 
is  defined  as,  but  not  limited  to, 
erotic  embracing  and/or  kissing, 
and/or  genital  fondling,  and/or  sex¬ 
ual  intercourse. 

Kelly  Curtis 
Lubbock,  Texas 

The  Reporter  welcomes  letters 
from  readers.  Letters  should  be  brief, 
must  be  original  and  must  carry  the 
signature  and  address  of  the  author. 

Address  letters  for  publication  to 
"Letters  to  the  Editor,  "  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas.  Texas  75266-0275, 
or  fax  letters  to  214-630-0079. 
EcuNet  users  may  send  letters  to 
mailbox  UMR. 


Letter 

from 

the 

Editor 

John  A.  Lovelace 


Watch  for 
'chutzpah' 
in  program 
journal 

"This  black  gal’s  got  chutzpah. " 
With  those  words,  I  introduced  M. 
Garlinda  Burton  several  years  ago  to 
a  workshop  on  feature  writing. 

Those  words  bear  repeating  as  she 
becomes  editor  of  the  church’s  offi¬ 
cial  program  journal,  Interpreter 
magazine,  effective  Feb.  1 . 

My  sassy  introduction  of  her 
caught  the  workshop  group  by  sur¬ 
prise,  but  I  had  an  advantage  be¬ 
cause  1  knew  her  from  working 
together  on  this  newspaper  staff. 

She  left  the  Reporter  in  1983  to 
join  United  Methodist  News  Ser¬ 
vice  in  Nashville,  and  her  news  and 
feature  writing  has  been  exemplary 
for  a  decade. 

She  was  particularly  effective  in 
her  1985-88  reporting  on  the  com¬ 
mittee  which  developed  our  current 
hymnal.  Her  rock-solid  southem- 
black-Methodist-woman  heritage 
allowed  her  literally  to  be  in  tune 
with  everything  that  the  committee 
did  from  the  Wesleys  to  African- 
American  spirituals. 

Three  or  four  years  ago,  as  she 
sought  enrollment  in  one  of  the  na¬ 
tion's  finest  graduate  schools  of 
journalism  and  asked  me  for  a  letter 
of  reference,  1  thought  about  begin¬ 
ning  my  letter  with  those  same  five 
words.  But  I 
came  up  with 
six  better  for 
the  occasion: 

" Don’t  let 
this  one  get 
away. " 

It  must  have 
worked.  She 

completed  her  _ 

master's  degree  M  Car|inda  Burton 
from  North-  ,he  nevv  ejnor  Df  t|,e 
western  Uni-  Interpreter,  the  pro* 
versity’s  Medill  gram  journal  of  The 
School  of  Jour-  United  Methodist 
nalism,  met  Church, 
her  future  husband  while  in  the 
Chicago  area  and,  as  agreed,  re¬ 
turned  to  the  Nashville  Staff  which 
had  granted  her  study  leave. 

I  challenge  any  other  church  or 
any  other  arm  of  our  own  church  to 
cite  a  case  of  more  responsibility’s 
being  placed  in  a  bilingual — Span¬ 
ish  and  English — African-American 
woman  not  yet  40  years  old.  Next  to 
the  editorship  of  this  newspaper,  no 
journalistic  position  in  the  whole 
church  has  greater  access  to — and 
thus  accountability  to — United 
Methodists  than  does  the  Interpret¬ 
er  position. 

I  have  no  formulas  for  church 
growth,  but  I  do  know  that  if  we  are 
to  remain  vital  and  grow  as  United 
Methodists  we  must  get  excited 
about  our  program. 

If  some  time  soon  you  sense  some 
new  excitement  about  what  we  say 
we  believe  and  who  we  say  we  are, 
see  if  you  think  that  some  of  your 
enthusiasm  comes  from  the  pro¬ 
gram  journal. 

Watch  for  the  chutzpah.  It’ll  be 
there.  I  guarantee  it. 

—IOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


Communications 
In  Ministry 

Effective  communications  affects  virtually  all  areas 
of  ministry.  Nurturing,  Christian  Education,  The 
Connection,  Evangelism  and  Membership,  Image, 
Public  Relations  and  Community  Outreach, 

Personal  Ministry  Effectiveness,  Staff  Support, 
and  Value  Beyond  Print  are  but  a  few  examples. 

This  Is  An  Opportunity  You  Need  To  Investigate  Now! 
Compare  Your  Costs  and  UMR  Investment  Today! 
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CUBAN  RECONNECTION:  Through 
a  variety  of  means,  United  Methodists  are  re¬ 
connecting  with  their  counterparts  in  Cuba. 
Betty  Whitehurst,  a  former  short-term  mission¬ 
ary  in  Cuba,  now  coordinating  Volunteer-in- 
Mission  VIM  teams  to  Cuba,  has  scheduled 
teams  through  mid-1996.  Bishop  H.  Hasbrouck 
Hughes  Jr.  (Florida  Area),  who  recently  made 
an  episcopal  visit  to  Cuba,  said  United  Meth¬ 
odist  visitors  “have  seen  that  the  church  is 
alive  and  growing  and  well.  We’re  finding  we 
have  Christian  friends  there  with  whom  we 
need  to  have  fellowship.” 

BUSINESS  PROGRAM:  Backed  by 
Zimbabwe  government  and  global  corporate 
donors,  United  Methodism’s  Africa  University 
will  open  its  third  faculty  (college) — manage¬ 
ment  and  information — this  August.  The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  university  began  in  1992  with 
two  colleges — theology,  and  agriculture  and 
natural  science — and  graduated  its  first  class 
in  December  1 994.  According  to  university  of¬ 
ficials,  20  students  will  enroll  in  the  school’s 
first  master  of  business  administration  class, 
the  first  degree  program  offered  by  the  new 
college.  Full  tuition  for  10  students  will  be 
paid  by  Zimbabwe’s  Commonwealth  Secretariat. 


CALL  TO  CEASE  FIRE:  The  Liberia  An¬ 
nual  Conference  welcomed  treasury  assistance 
this  month  despite  renewed  fighting  that  has 
displaced  more  than  400,000  persons  with  lit¬ 
tle  monetary  resources.  Janet  McClain  of  the 
Oregon-Idaho  Annual  Conference  arrived  in 
West  Africa  to  assist  the  Liberia  conference  in 
regaining  financial  stability.  “That  is,  if  the 
country’s  cease  fire  holds  among  seven  warring 
factions,”  said  the  Rev.  Joseph  Wagner  of  the 
United  Methodist-related  Operation  Class¬ 
room.  Protests  and  fighting  occurred  last 
month  when  48  people  were  massacred  in  the 
town  of  Paynesville.  “It’s  pretty  quiet  in  Libe¬ 
ria  now,”  said  Mr.  Wagner  of  Colfax,  Ind., 

“But  things  got  bad  enough  around  Christmas 
that  some  of  our  Volunteers  in  Mission  teams 
cancelled  upcoming  trips  to  Liberia.” 

SOCIAL  ACTION  APPEALS:  The 

Methodist  Federation  for  Social  Action  will 
urge  the  1996  United  Methodist  General  Con¬ 
ference  to  work  actively  against  gun  violence 
and  find  “new  remedies”  to  confront  racism  in 

petitions  finalized  by  the  organization’s  na¬ 
tional  board  during  a  Jan.  5-8  meeting  in 
Homestead,  Fla.  The  organization  of  social  ac¬ 
tivists  has  no  official  relationship  to  the 
church.  The  group  also  requested  that  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  remain 
based  in  New  York  for  reasons  of  cost,  mis¬ 
sion  and  racial-ethnic  inclusiveness;  and  reject¬ 
ed  a  “confessional”  approach  to  theology — as 
evidenced  by  the  recent  “Confessing  Move¬ 
ment” — as  violating  “the  Wesleyan  spirit.” 


Church  appeals  got 
record  proceeds  in  '94 

Financial  appeals  for  church-related  pro¬ 
grams  through  the  United  Methodist  Commit¬ 
tee  on  Relief  touched  the  hearts  and  wallets  of 
United  Methodists  in  record  numbers  for  1994. 

Among  the  Advance  Special  appeals  receiving 
specified  gifts  as  of  Dec.  8  (the  last  day  financial 
statements  posted  for  1994)  were: 

■  Bishops’  Appeal  and  Campaign  for  Africa, 
Advance  No.  101275,  $1.3  million; 

■  Liberia  Emergency,  Advance  No.  1 50300, 
$148,000; 

■  Bosnia  Emergency,  Advance  No.  333350, 
$103,000; 

■  Georgia/Alabama/Florida  Floods,  Advance 
No.  901 165,  $1.2  million; 

■  California  1994  Earthquake,  Advance  No. 
901330,  $2.4  million; 

■  Palm  Sunday  Storms,  Advance  No. 
901480,  $840,000; 

■  World  Hunger/Poverty  Emphasis,  Advance 
No.  982920,  $1.3  million. 

UMCOR  spokewoman  Wendy  Whiteside 
noted  the  Liberia  Emergency  fund  includes  fi¬ 
nancial  gifts  to  cover  shipping  costs  for  the  Li¬ 
beria  Seed  Project.  To  date,  15,278  pounds  of 
vegetable  seeds  have  been  received  and  repack¬ 
ed  in  234  cartons  for  shipment  to  the  West  Afri¬ 
can  country. 


<sl> 
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clash  sparks  evangelism  event 


A  diversity  of  bishops  speaks  to  evangelism 


SEATTLE — Regional  differences  across  the  church  are  symbol¬ 
ized  by  three  United  Methodist  bishops  who  spoke  to  the  Jan. 
4-7  Council  on  Evangelism  meeting.  From  left  are  Bishops 


REPORTER  STAFE  PHOTOS  BV  DANIEL  R.  GANGLER 

William  W.  Morris  (Birmingham,  Ala.,  Area),  Ann  B.  Sherer 
(Missouri  Area),  and  host  Calvin  D.  McConnell  (Seattle  Area) 
(see  related  story  at  left). 


Culture 

By  DANIEL  R.  GANGLER 
Associate  Editor 

SEATTLE — Northwestern  and 
southeastern  evangelism  styles 
converged  and  at  times  clashed 
during  the  churchwide  United 
Methodist  Council  on  Evange¬ 
lism  in  Seattle  Jan.  4-7. 

Some  of  the  200  Washington 
State  participants,  part  of  the 
548  total  from  across  the  United 
States,  seemed  to  feel  a  bit  like 
ducks  out  of  water  when  it  came 
to  southeastern  evangelism  ter¬ 
minology. 

According  to  a  number  of 
northwestern  participants,  evan¬ 
gelism  in  their  region  is  seen  as  a 
process  whereby  one  comes  to 
profess  faith  in  Christ  over  what 
could  be  a  long  period  of  time. 

They  contrasted  their  view 
with  that  of  southeastern  evange¬ 
lists,  whom  they  perceived  to  en¬ 
vision  evangelism  as  an  event. 

This  understanding  came  into 
conflict  during  one  workshop 
about  evangelizing  secular  peo¬ 
ple.  Textbook  for  the  workshop 
was  How  to  Reach  Secular  People 
by  the  Rev.  George  Hunter,  a 
United  Methodist  on  the  faculty 
of  Asbury  Theological  Seminary 
in  Wilmore,  Ky. 

The  word  “lost”  used  through¬ 
out  Dr.  Hunter’s  book  was  ques¬ 
tioned  by  a  pastor  from 
Washington.  She  asked  for  a  def¬ 
inition  of  the  word. 

Workshop  leader  the  Rev.  Stu¬ 
art  C.  Greene  of  Mountain  View 
United  Methodist  Church  in 
Marietta,  Ga.,  seemed  surprised 
by  the  question.  He  defined 
“lost”  as  describing  one  who  has 
no  knowledge  of  Christ. 

Dr.  Greene  said  after  the  con¬ 
ference  that  he  believed  regional 
differences  in  terminology  caused 
some  of  the  tension  between 
northwestern  and  southeastern 
evangelism  approaches. 

Despite  those  regional  differ¬ 
ences,  he  added,  there  is  a  com-’ 
mon  ground  in  the  northwestern 
and  southeastern  methods:  “Our 
openness  as  a  people,  our  desire, 
almost  passion  for  people  who 


are  un-churched  in  the  secular 
world.” 

Dr.  Greene  continued  that  he, 
like  the  northwestern  partici¬ 
pants,  finds  evangelism  becom¬ 
ing  “more  relational.”  He  said  he 
looks  forward  to  similar  dia¬ 
logues  being  explored  in  the 
small  discussion  groups  planned 
for  next  year’s  evangelism  event 
in  Nashville. 

Witnessing,  evangelizing 

Regional  and  ideological  dif¬ 
ferences  surfaced  again  when 
bishops  and  other  evangelism 
leaders  held  two  afternoon  panel 
discussions. 

One  inquirer  asked  whether 
witnessing  and  evangelizing  are 
separate,  insisting  that  an  evan¬ 
gelist  is  different  from  one  who 
only  testifies  to  his  or  her  faith. 


Seattle  Area  host  Bishop  Cal¬ 
vin  D.  McConnell  said,  “I’m  not 
sure  I’m  content  with  the  way 
you  define  ‘evangelist.’  Anyone 
who  witnesses  is  an  evangelist.” 

Bishop  Ann  B.  Sherer  (Missou¬ 
ri  Area)  responded  that  John 
Wesley  talked  in  terms  of  grace. 
And,  she  said,  when  it  came  to 
salvation,  Wesley  spoke  in  terms 
of  prevenient  grace  (God’s  ac¬ 
tions  going  before  us),  justifying 
grace  (God’s  act  of  salvation)  and 
sanctifying  grace  (God’s  continu¬ 
ing  action  which  makes  us 
whole). 

“In  many  persons,  salvation  is 
not  an  event,”  Bishop  Sherer 
said.  “It’s  months  and  years  as 
one  experiences  God’s  grace  over 
and  over.” 

Still  responding  to  this  ques¬ 


tion,  Bishop  McConnell  said, 
“There’s  no  argument  about  wit¬ 
nessing  and  evangelism  at  all. 
Commitment  is  the  port  of  entry 
into  the  church,  where  people  are 
inviting  people.” 

Other  differences  emerge 

Another  difference  encoun¬ 
tered  during  the  discussion  was 
between  urban  and  rural  church 
growth  plans. 

A  rural  Washington  State  pas¬ 
tor  of  a  small-membership  con¬ 
gregation  was  concerned  when 
the  panel  began  discussing  large- 
membership  regional  or  county- 
seat  churches  as  a  way  of 
attracting  the  so-called  “baby 
boomer”  generation  (people  bom 
1946-64).  The  panel  affirmed 
that  a  church’s  vitality  is  more 


important  than  its  membership 
size. 

Bishop  William  W.  Morris  of 
Montgomery,  Ala.,  emphasized 
that  church  membership  size  is  a 
U.S.  church  problem,  since  many 
United  Methodist  congregations 
overseas  are  growing  steadily.  He 
further  recommended  the  Vision 
2000  church  growth  program 
available  from  the  church's  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Discipleship. 

Vision  2000:  Planning  for  Min¬ 
istry  Into  the  Next  Century  is  a 
congregationally  focused  strategy 
for  church  leadership  directed  by 
the  Revs.  Joe  Harding  and  Ralph 
Mohney.  The  plan  is  being  used 
in  30  of  the  church's  68  regional 
conferences  in  the  U.S.  and  is 
credited  with  sizeable  increases 
in  church  membership. 


UM  workers  still  aid 
refugees  in  Zaire  camps 


United  Methodist 
News  Service 

Although  the  plight  of  refu¬ 
gees  from  Rwanda  and  Burun¬ 
di  no  longer  attracts  nightly 
news  coverage,  United  Meth¬ 
odist  volunteers  continue  to 
work  at  camps  in  Zaire. 

The  sixth  team  dispatched 
by  the  United  Methodist  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  since  late  August  left  for 
Africa  on  Jan.  8  and  will  stay 
until  Jan.  30,  according  to  the 
Rev.  John  McCullough,  chief 
executive  of  the  mission 
board’s  Mission  Personnel  Re¬ 
sources  Department. 

At  least  500  people  within 
the  United  States  alone  have 
applied  with  Mission  Person¬ 
nel  to  be  a  part  of  the  teams, 
which  are  expected  to  contin¬ 
ue  into  1996  and  possibly  be¬ 
yond. 

Challenges  facing  these 
teams  differ  as  situations  in 
the  refugee  camps  change,  he 
said.  Earlier  outbreaks  of  chol¬ 
era  and  other  diseases  are  un¬ 
der  control,  for  example. 


Donations  can  be  made 
through  local  churches  to  Ad¬ 
vance  Special,  No.  177000-2. 

although  clean  water  remains 
scarce  and  electricity  is  spo¬ 
radic. 

“While  the  refugee  popula¬ 
tion  remains  in  crisis,  much  of 
the  sense  or  urgency  . .  has 
diminished,”  Dr.  McCullough 
added. 

Despite  periodic  news  re¬ 
ports  of  violence  in  the  camps, 
he  said,  volunteers  work  in  a 
“relatively  safe”  environment, 
are  equipped  with  satellite 
telephones  and  walkie-tallcies 
and  are  not  sent  to  locations 
where  security  problems  are 
reported. 

“In  all  three  (current)  work 
locations,  we  have  developed 
evacuation  plans,”  he  stressed. 

So  far,  volunteers  have  not 
been  injured  or  fallen  sick  dur¬ 
ing  the  missions. 

“Other  than  a  couple  of  re¬ 
corded  cases  of  diarrhea,  ev¬ 
eryone  has  been  very  healthy,” 
he  said. 


Despite  danger,  missionaries 
ask  to  stay  in  Muslim  Algeria 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

While  U.S.  citizens  scurry  to 
evacuate  North  Africa  following 
military  violence  in  Algeria, 
United  Methodist  mission  per¬ 
sonnel  have  asked  to  stay  in  that 
country  “to  be  with  the  people  in 
their  time  of  pain.” 

Officials  of  the  church’s  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  have 
scheduled  a  meeting  this  month 
with  five  missionary  families  as¬ 
signed  to  Algeria  to  discuss  how 
the  church  should  respond  to  that 
country’s  political  crisis. 

The  church’s  North  Africa  Dis¬ 
trict,  including  Algeria,  is  under 
jurisdiction  of  Bishop  Heinrich 
Bolleter  of  Zurich,  Switzerland. 

He  and  mission  leaders  in  the 
U.S.  are  expected  to  recommend 
that  the  missionaries  leave  Algeria. 

The  crisis  in  Algeria  escalated 
when  gunmen  killed  four  worship¬ 
pers  leaving  an  Islamic  Mosque  af¬ 
ter  evening  prayers  on  Jan.  11. 
That  was  the  third  anniversary  of 
the  coup  which  placed  the  current 
government  in  power. 

“It  is  always  up  to  the  individ¬ 


ual  person  to  make  the  decision 
to  leave  a  mission  site  in  times  of 
conflict,”  said  Peggy  Hutchison, 
Global  Ministries  area  executive 
for  North  Africa  and  the  Middle 
East. 

“The  missionaries  are  asking 
us  to  think  and  pray  about  not 
just  them  but  also  about  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  Algeria.  These  missionar¬ 
ies  would  like  members  of  their 
supporting  churches  also  to  keep 
the  country  in  their  thoughts  and 
prayers.” 

United  Methodist  missionaries 
assigned  to  Algeria  and  other 
parts  of  North  Africa  include: 

•The  Rev.  Hugh  and  Shir- 
liann  (Fritzi)  Johnson  of  the 
U.S.,  30-year  veterans  in  the  Al¬ 
gerian  mission  field.  Dr.  Johnson 
is  also  president  of  the  Protestant 
Church  of  Algeria  and  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  United  Methodist 
North  Africa  District; 

•  David  and  Carol  Butler  of 
the  U.S.; 

•  The  Rev.  A.  Mutomobu  and 
Kona  Kuleya  Kayij  of  Zaire; 

•Christine  and  Jurg  Schorro 
of  Switzerland; 


•  Abdekader  and  Ema  Saim  of 
Switzerland. 

“Missionaries  in  Algeria  have  en¬ 
countered  conflict  because  most  of 
their  work  actually  involves  Chris¬ 
tian/Muslim  dialogue  and  counsel¬ 
ing,”  Ms.  Hutchison  told  the 
Reporter.  “So  it’s  really  a  minis¬ 
try  of  presence  with  the  people  in 
a  number  of  different  ways.” 

She  cited  these  examples; 

S  Mrs.  Johnson  has  been  con¬ 
ducting  courses  for  primary 
school  educators  who  teach  Sa- 
harwi  refugees  in  Southwest  Al¬ 
geria. 

/  Mr.  Kayij  has  been  doing 
campus  ministry  with  French- 
speaking,  international  students 
from  other  African  countries. 

■/  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Butler  have 
assisted  students  by  maintaining 
an  English  language  ecumenical 
library. 

International  human  rights  or¬ 
ganizations  report  that  at  least 
30,000  people  have  been  killed  in 
Algeria  since  1992  either  by  the 
Algerian  military  army  or  the  Is¬ 
lamic  Salvation  Front. 


The  Doctor  of  Ministry 
Degree  Program 
at 

Austin  Presbyterian 
Theological  Seminary 

•  Qn-campus  residency 
•  In-ministry  projects 
•  Ecumenical  group 
of  colleagues 

Combining  an  excellent  academic 
curriculum  with  projects  growing 
from  your  own  ministry. 

Register  for  one  of  these  areas: 

V  Christian  Nurture 

V  Proclamation  and  Worship 

V  Rural  Ministry 

V  Evangelism  and  Mission 
in  a  Multicultural  Context. 

Austin  Presbyterian 
Theological  Seminary 
100  East  27th  Street.  Austin, 
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UMCOR's  global  efforts  praised  by  top  U.S.  official 


"We  depend  on  you  to  help  ground  us  on  the 
spiritual  principles  that  bind  us." 

— Timothy  Wirth 


By  PATRICIA  LEFEVERE 

NEW  YORK— A  top  Clinton  ad¬ 
ministration  official  paid  tribute 
last  week  to  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief. 

Timothy  Wirth,  undersecretary 
for  global  affairs  in  the  State  De¬ 
partment,  also  thanked  other  Prot¬ 
estant,  Catholic,  Orthodox  and 
Jewish  aid  agencies  for  their  assis¬ 
tance  to  the  global  community. 

He  said  that  the  administration 
depends  on  over  300  national  reli¬ 
gious  bodies,  located  in  every  na¬ 
tion,  in  “a  vast  international 
partnership  . . .  We  depend  on  you 
to  help  ground  us  on  the  spiritual 
principles  that  bind  us.” 

At  the  invitation  of  the  Rev.  Joan 
Brown  Campbell,  chief  executive  of 
the  National  Council  of  the 
Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A., 


Mr.  Wirth  addressed  some  100 
church  and  synagogue  leaders  at 
New  York’s  Interchurch  Center. 

Following  up  on  a  proposal  made 
by  Dr.  Campbell,  he  said  he  would 
try  to  convene  a  meeting  at  the  State 
Department  with  representatives  of 
all  religious  and  development  agen¬ 
cies  involved  in  dispensing  USAID 
abroad. 

Mr.  Wirth  also  used  the  occasion 
to  outline  the  administration’s  objec¬ 
tives  for  the  United  Nations  Summit 
on  Social  Development  March  6-12 
in  Copenhagen,  Denmark. 

These,  he  said,  include  eradica¬ 
tion  of  poverty  in  the  poorest  na¬ 
tions  by  early  next  century,  job 
creation  and  the  social  integration 
of  all  people  in  the  political  process. 

Center  to  all  these  concerns,  Mr. 
Wirth  said,  is  the  empowerment  of 


women. 

“Nothing  is  more  critical  to  the 
success  of  the  Social  Summit  than 
this,”  he  said,  noting  that  “empow¬ 
ering  women  is  the  link”  between 
the  recent  Cairo  conference  on  pop¬ 
ulation  and  environment,  the  Social 
Summit  and  a  women’s  summit 
planned  for  Beijing,  China,  this  fall. 

By  empowerment,  Mr.  Wirth  in¬ 
dicated  that  the  U.S.  government 
will  push  in  Copenhagen  for  female 
education,  health  care,  safe  mother¬ 
hood,  clean  water,  sanitation  and 
the  promotion  of  women’s  social, 
political  and  economic  rights. 

In  an  interview  with  the  Reporter 
after  his  talk,  he  said  that  abortion 
is  nowhere  mentioned  in  the  Co¬ 
penhagen  draft  document. 

“This  is  a  social  summit,  not  a 
conference  on  abortion,”  said  Mr. 


Wirth,  who  is  an  Episcopalian  and  a 
choir  member  at  St.  John’s  Church 
in  Denver. 

As  such,  he  said  he  thought  that 
the  U.S.  government  and  the  Vati¬ 
can  would  not  be  in  conflict  over 
abortion  and  contraception  in  Co¬ 
penhagen  as  they  had  been  in  Cairo 
and  at  earlier  population  summits. 

Two  United  Methodists  attend¬ 
ing  the  session  with  Mr.  Wirth  said 
they  think  that  Copenhagen  is  the 
most  important  of  the  United  Na¬ 
tions  triology  of  summits. 

Esmerelda  Brown  of  the  Global 


Ministries  board’s  Women’s  Divi¬ 
sion  and  the  hoard’s  general  secre¬ 
tary.  the  Rev.  Randolph  Nugent, 
said  Copenhagen's  significance  is  in 
the  fact  “that  it  deals  with  all  the 
crucial  issues.” 

A  delegation  of  five  or  six  United 
Methodist  women,  led  by  Mia  Ad- 
jali  of  the  Women's  Division,  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  attend  the  Copenhagen 
summit. 

Ms.  Lefevere  is  a  free-lance  writer 
in  Tenafly,  N./.  Linda  Bloom  of 
United  Methodist  News  Service  also 
contributed  to  this  article. 
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-connections 

NO  MORE  ROOM:  Reservations  have 
closed  for  the  1995  United  Methodist  National 
Urban  Ministry  Convocation  Feb.  2-5  in  Bir¬ 
mingham,  Ala.  Some  600  people  are  expected 
at  sessions  presented  by  the  church’s  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  and  National  Ur¬ 
ban  Strategy  Council. 

MOVING:  The  Rev.  John  Ross  Thompson, 
council  director  for  the  United  Methodist 
Western  Pennsylvania  regional  conference 
Since  1 990,  wili  become  pastor  of  Grandville 
UMC  in  the  West  Michigan  conference  effec¬ 
tive  July  1.  His  wife,  the  Rev.  Ellen  A.  Bru¬ 
baker,  is  pastor  of  Aldersgate  UMC  in  Grand 
jRapids,  Mich. 


EDUCATOR  DIES:  The  Rev.  Myron  F. 
Wicke,  8 1 ,  retired  executive  of  the  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry  and  brother  of  retired  Bishop 
J-loyd  C.  Wicke,  died  Dec.  30  at  his  home  in 
Nashville. 


SPECIAL  DAYS:  A  six-square  quilt  uni¬ 
fies  the  1995  United  Methodist  churchwide 
Special  Sundays  promotional  materials.  Arleen 
Weinsteen  of  Philadelphia  designed  the  quilt 
highlighting  the  purpose  of  each  Special  Sun¬ 
day.  She  blended  traditional  American  patch- 
work  design  with  contemporary  symbols  to 
create  a  statement  about  the  church’s  mission. 
Special  Sundays  are  Human  Relations  Sunday, 
Jan.  15;  One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing,  March 
26;  Native  American  Awareness  Sunday,  April 
30;  Peace  with  Justice  Sunday,  June  11;  World 
Communion  Sunday,  Oct.  1,  and  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Student  Day,  Nov.  26. 


Care  for  earth  and  'hood  is 
responsibility  given  by  God 


EMORY  UNIVERSITY  PHOTO  BY  ANNEMARIE  POVO 

ATLANTA — United  Methodist  Bishop  Kenneth  Carder  of  Nash¬ 
ville  greets  the  Rev.  Beverly  Shamana  of  Los  Angeles  during 
Candler's  Minister's  Week.  Both  gave  addresses  about  envi¬ 
ronment  during  the  continuing  education  event  (see  story). 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

ATLANTA — Christians  must 
heed  the  “early  warning  signs”  of 
an  environment  in  jeopardy  and 
take  seriously  our  caretaking  re¬ 
sponsibilities  given  to  us  by  the 
Creator. 

That  was  the  message  echoed 
during  Ministers’  Week  at  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist-related  Candler 
•School  of  Theology  at  Emory 
University  in  Atlanta. 

The  theme  of  the  four-day 
meeting  was  “Care  for  the  Earth; 
Sustaining  Our  Fragile  Home.” 
Some  250  alumni,  faculty  and 
friends  of  seminary  participated 
in  the  event  that  emphasized  the 
church’s  response  to  environ¬ 
mental  issues. 

God's  economy 

In  a  lecture  titled,  “A  Threat¬ 
ened  Creation:  A  Consumerist 
Church  and  God’s  Economy," 
United  Methodist  Bishop  Ken¬ 
neth  L.  Carder  (Nashville  Area), 
said:  “The  church  is  called  to  be 
a  sign  and  instrument  of  God’s 
economy” — not  secular  econo¬ 
my. 

Christians  have  the  responsi¬ 
bility  to  provide  what  is  neces¬ 
sary  for  all  God’s  creation  to 
live,”  he  said. 


“Rather  than  being  a  visible 
manifestation  of  the  economy  of 
God,  much  of  the  contemporary 
United  Methodist  Church  in 
America  reflects  the  prevailing 
economism  and  consumerism  so¬ 
ciety,”  said  Bishop  Carder. 

“The  United  Methodist 
Church  is  more  preoccupied  with 
its  own  institutional  survival  and 
domination  than  the  survival  of 
the  earth,"  he  said. 

Bishop  Carder  told  the  group 
that  the  church  is  shaped  more 
by  market  logic  than  the  logic  of 
grace.  The  church  adopts  uncriti¬ 
cally  the  methods  and  strategies 
of  consumerism  as  though  they 
are  value-free  and  theologically 
benign  tools  for  religious  expan¬ 
sion,  he  said. 

Community  that  welcomes 

“As  a  steward  who  seeks  God’s 
righteousness  and  shares  God’s 
gifts,  the  church  is  not  merely  or 
even  primarily  a  place  where 
people  have  their  self-defined 
needs  met,”  he  continued.  “It  is 
a  community  that  welcomes  all 
of  God’s  creatures  to  the  table  of 
life.” 

Appealing  to  people  only  on 
the  basis  of  their  own  needs  robs 
them  of  the  joy  of  ministry  as 
caretakers,  tillers  and  stewards, 
said  the  bishop. 


“[This  type  of  theology]  re¬ 
duces  Christians  to  consumers 
rather  than  summoning  them  to 
fulfill  their  grace-filled  identity 
as  children  of  the  life-giving,  cre¬ 
ation-healing,  community-build¬ 
ing  God,”  he  said. 

The  church’s  role  in  a  threat¬ 
ened  creation,  Bishop  Carder 
contended,  is  “to  be  a  communi¬ 
ty  shaped  by  grace.” 

“In  a  grace-shaped  church, 
growth  is  seen  as  a  deepening  of 
the  human  capacity  for  service  to 
the  earth,”  continued  the  bishop. 

“Rather  than  measuring  suc¬ 
cess  by  institutional  expansion, 
growth  in  love  for  and  service  to 
the  earth  as  God’s  gift  intended 
in  all  people  will  be  evidence  of 
faithfulness. 

“Solidarity  with  the  most  valu¬ 
able  in  earth’s  household  will  be 
a  surer  sign  of  strength  than  the 
size  and  opulence  of  buildings 
and  the  number  of  the  world’s 
rich  and  famous  in  its  member¬ 
ship,”  he  said. 

Cannot  despise 

In  another  lecture  on  the 
church  and  the  environment,  the 
Rev.  Beverly  Shamana  of  Los 
Angeles  said  Christians  “cannot 
herald  a  closer  walk  with  our 
furred  and  feathered  friends  and 
despise  the  face  of  our  brother 


and  sister  from  the  ’hood.” 

“We  cannot  trace  with  alarm 
the  demise  of  certain  African 
species  and  ignore  the  acceler¬ 
ated  disappearance  of  African- 
American  males  in  our  urban 
centers,”  said  Ms.  Shamana,  who 
serves  as  associate  council  on 
ministries  director  for  the  Cali¬ 
fornia-Pacific  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence. 

“  .  .  .  [We  cannot]  talk  to 
plants  and  ignore  the  tongue  of 
our  own' species. 


“We  cannot  treat  the  eco-jus- 
tice  focus  as  a  20th  century  quest 
originated  by  western  Europeans, 
while  incorporating  practices  of 
cooperating  with  the  earth 
learned  from  indigenous  and 
tribal  peoples.  We  can’t  do  it 
anymore.  Not  while  we  claim  in¬ 
tegrity. 

This  story  was  based  on  re¬ 
ports  from  Nancy  Seideman  of 
Emory  University  news  and  infor¬ 
mation  in  Atlanta. 


Church  and  related  schools  ponder  roles 

United  Methodist  News  Service  —  ■  ■  ■  -■  ■  .  —  ■  ■  -■■■-  ■■ 

"As  the  body  of  professional  educators  charged  by  the  church  to  hold 
the  schools  accountable,  we  are  concerned  that  the  church-relatedness 
means  something  significant  to  both  the  church  and  the  schools." 

— Dr.  Fred  Blumer 


JACKSON,  Miss. — How  relat¬ 
ed  must  a  “United  Methodist-re¬ 
lated”  college  be  to  earn  approval 
as  a  denomination-backed  entity? 
And  how  do  schools  demonstrate 
the  sincerity  of  their  church  rela¬ 
tionships? 

Members  of  United  Method¬ 
ism’s  University  Senate,  charged 
with  reviewing  and  approving 
church-related  schools,  pondered 
the  reciprocal  roles  of  the  9-mil¬ 
lion-member  church  and  its 
schools  during  their  semi-annual 
business  session  Jan.  5-6  in  Jack- 
son. 

Some  120  prep-schools,  col¬ 
leges,  universities  and  seminaries 
world  wide  are  listed  by  the  Uni¬ 
versity  Senate  as  being  related  to 
the  church. 

Only  educational  entities  listed 
by  the  University  Senate  are  eli¬ 
gible  for  funding  from  official 


church  agencies  and  regional 
bodies. 

Denominationwide  giving  to 
church-related  schools  exceeded 
$18  million  in  1993,  and  another 
$12.2  million  reportedly  went  to 
United  Methodist  schools  of  the¬ 
ology. 

In  recent  years,  some  church 
leaders  have  voiced  concern 
about  what  they  describe  as  a 
widening  gap  between  the  ethos 
and  mission  of  the  church  and 
the  educational  institutions  it  has 
founded. 

University  Senate  president 
Fred  Blumer  of  Berea,  Ohio, 


said,  “This  is  a  long-standing  is¬ 
sue  in  our  church,  this  concern 
that  the  church  and  the  schools 
are  drifting  apart. 

“There  is  concern  that  church- 
relationship  for  some  of  our  col¬ 
leges  has  become  nothing  more 
than  an  historic  and  pro  forma 
relationship,”  he  said. 

“As  the  body  of  professional 
educators  charged  by  the  church 
to  hold  the  schools  accountable, 
we  are  concerned  that  the 
church-relatedness  means  some¬ 
thing  significant  to  both  the 
church  and  the  schools.”. 

The  25-member  panel  recently 


formed  a  task  force  to  study  the 
condition  of  church-school  rela¬ 
tions. 

Dr.  Blumer,  a  professor  at 
church-related  Baldwin-Wallace 
College,  said  the  University  Senate 
is  seeking  to  avoid  a  dichotomy 
that  would  force  a  choice  between 
helping  schools  demonstrate  a 
commitment  to  United  Methodist 
principles  and  “heavy-handed, 
dogmatic  uniformity.” 

During  the  two-day  meeting,  a 
University  Senate  task  force 
headed  by  Roy  Shilling,  presi¬ 
dent  of  Southwestern  University 
in  Georgetown,  Texas,  identified 


several  issues  relevant  to  church- 
school  ties: 

■  Is  the  University  Senate,  as 
the  church’s  evaluative  body,  too 
closely  tied  to  the  church’s  Gener¬ 
al  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry,  which  is  more  a  “nurtur¬ 
ing”  entity?  Is  that  relationship  be¬ 
tween  the  two  groups 
compromising  the  University  Sen¬ 
ate’s  ability  to  define  and  enforce 
standards  of  church-relatedness? 

■  How  will  the  University  Sen¬ 
ate  define  what  is  an  “ideal”  and 
“normative”  relationship  between 
the  church  and  its  schools? 

■  How  will  the  University  Sen¬ 
ate  communicate  and  then  enforce 
its  expectations  on  church-related 
schools?  How  can  the  church  mo¬ 
bilize  its  resources  in  an  “affirma¬ 
tive  way”  so  schools  are  still 
allowed  academic  freedom  and 
creativity  even  while  being  true  to 
the  church? 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  $  1 .40  per  word,  Figure  or  initial  per  in¬ 
sertion,  S28.00  minimum  charge  for  up  to  20 
words.  Blind  ads  $21.00  plus  Si  1.20  for  the  8 
words  to  insert  our  contact  information.  Cash 
must  accompany  order  except  on  contract  ad¬ 
vertising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in  ad¬ 
vance. 

DIRECTOR  OF  EDUCATION  AND  YOUTH. 
Fort  Valley  United  Methodist,  a  strong,  active 
800-member  church  seeks  a  full-time  Director 
of  Education  with  emphasis  on  Youth  Ministry. 
Christian  Education  degree  or  comparable  ex¬ 
perience  preferred.  Please  submit  resume  to: 
Search  Committee,  P.O.  Box  1258,  Fort  Valley, 
GA  31030,  telephone  (912)  825-2762. 

LARGE  GROWING  CONGREGATION  seeks 
full-time,  experienced,  youth  minister  for  ex¬ 
panding  youth  program.  All  new  facilities  in¬ 
cluding  Family  Life  Center.  Minimum 
bachelor’s  degree  in  Christian  education.  Reply 
in  confidence  to:  Youth  Minister,  Middletown 
United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  43033, 
Louisville,  KY  40253-0033. 

MUSIC  AND  ARTS  DIRECTOR  for  growing 
1600-member  church.  Program  features  graded 
vocal  and  handbell  choirs  and  active  theater 
center.  Staff  includes  paid  children's  music  di¬ 
rector,  organist,  contemporary  worship  leader, 
and  strong  volunteer  leadership.  Weekly  wor¬ 
ship  includes  liturgical,  gospel  and  contempo¬ 
rary  services.  Competitive  salary 
commensurate  with  experience  and  education. 
Send  resume  to:  SPRC,  3030  Copeland  Road, 
Tyler,  TX  75701. 

POSITION  OPEN  FOR  DIRECTOR  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Education  at  2800-member  downtown 
church.  Not  responsible  for  youth  or  singles. 
Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume  to:  Mr.  Bob 
Oldham,  First-Centenary  UMC,  P.O.  Box  208, 
Chattanooga.  TN  37401. 

PART-TIME  ORGANIST  for  University 
UMC.  Responsibilities:  one  Sundav  service, 
two  weekly  rehearsals.  Salary:  $6,000,  plus  use 

SCHWEITZER  UMC,  1850  MEMBERS,  seek¬ 

ing  full-time  Director  of  Youth.  Position  re¬ 
quires  college  degree,  experience  in  working 
with  youth.  Responsible  for  spiritual  growth, 
social  and  recreational  activities  for  approxi¬ 
mately  80  JR/SR  high  youth.  Salary  commensu¬ 
rate  with  experience.  Benefits:  Vacation,  sick 

of  facility  for  lessons.  Wedding  and  funerals  ex¬ 
tra.  Resume  to:  Search  Committee,  1320  W. 
University  Avenue,  Gainesville,  FL  32603.  ! 

FOR  SALE:  1989  FORD  BUS  7.3  diesel  engine 
excellent  for  church.  New  tires,  new  battery, 
drives  great.  Telephone  (615)  859-4395  or  (615) 
859-2834.  $12,500.00. 

leave,  continuing  education.  Send  resume  to: 
Avanell  Johnson,  P.O.  Box  3156,  Springfield, 
MO  65808. 

INTERESTED  IN  A  LOCAL  CHURCH  EDITION 
of  the  United  Methodist  Reporter?  To  find  out  how 

SOUTHWESTERN  UNIVERSITY.  DIRECTOR 
of  Student  Religious  Activities.  Southwestern 
University,  working  within  its  heritage  as  a 
United  Methodist  church-related  institution,  is 
seeking  a  Director  of  Student  Religious  Activi¬ 
ties  to  assist  the  University  in  meeting  the 
needs  of  a  diverse  student  body  in  ethical  and 
spiritual  development.  The  successful  candi¬ 
date  will  lead  University  efforts  to  provide  in- 

tact  Ron  Thomas,  The  United  Methodist  Reporter, 
Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  752664275.  (214)  6304495. 

VACATIONING  ALASKA?  TWO  UNITED 
Methodists  will  put  their  43  years  of  Alaskan 
living  to  work  for  you  answering  your  vacation 
planning  questions.  For  free  information  write 
or  call:  Chuck  and  Larry’s  Personalized  Alaskan 
Vacation  Information  Service,  (907)  457-2025 
or  1275  Summit  Dr.,  Fairbanks,  AK  99712. 

religious  groups,  to  offer  programmatic  oppor¬ 
tunities  for  spiritual  development  and  explora¬ 
tion  for  a  variety  of  individuals  and  groups,  and 
to  establish  social  action  opportunities  for  stu¬ 
dents.  The  Director  reports  to  the  Vice  Presi¬ 
dent  and  Dean  of  Students,  and  works  in 
consultation  and  cooperation  with  the  Univer- 
sity  Chaplain.  Qualifications:  Desirable  back¬ 
ground  of  the  successful  candidate:  a  Master’s 
degree  from  an  accredited  United  Methodist 
Seminary;  knowledge  of  United  Methodist  be- 
lief,  heritage,  and  practice,  with  commitment  to 
openness  to  new  ideas,  tolerance  toward  all  per¬ 
sons,  and  response  to  different  faith  perspec¬ 
tives;  respect  for,  interest  in,  knowledge  of,  and 
experience  with  programming  for  the  multiplic¬ 
ity  of  worldwide  faith  and  religious  traditions; 
experience  in  counseling,  program  develop- 
ment,  leadership  training,  retreat  leadership, 
and  service  project  organization;  and  experi¬ 
ence  working  with  college  students.  Southwest¬ 
ern  University  is  a  selective,  undergraduate 
institution  committed  to  broad-based  liberal 
arts  and  sciences  education.  Affiliated  with  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  it  has  over  1200  stu¬ 
dents  and  a  history  of  stable  enrollment.  The 
University's  endowment  is  more  than  S 1 50  mil¬ 
lion.  The  University  is  located  in  Georgetown, 
Texas,  28  miles  north  of  Austin,  the  state  capi- 
tal.  Interested  persons  should  send  a  letter  of 
application,  resume  and  the  names,  addresses 
and  phone  numbers  of  three  professional  refer¬ 
ences  to:  Office  of  Human  Resources,  Job 
#9503,  P.O.  Box  770,  Georgetown,  TX  78627- 
0770.  Applications  postmarked  by  February  15, 
1995,  will  be  given  first  consideration.  South¬ 
western  University  is  an  Affirmative  Action, 
Equal  Opportunity  Employer. 

GOSPEL  AEROBICS—  WALK,  BIKE  or  TAP 
your  foot  to  17  favorite  hymns  with  a  beat. 
Great  way  to  keep  those  "getting  fit”  New 
Year’s  resolutions.  Send  $9  ($7  plus  $2  ship¬ 
ping  and  handling)  for  each  tape  to:  Evelyn- 
Song,  Inc.,  Box  925883,  Houston,  TX 
77292-5883. 

"DO  YOU  WANT  TO  ADOPT  A  BABY?” 
Methodist  Mission  Home/San  Antonio  now  ac¬ 
cepting  applications.  Texas  and  New  Mexico 
residents  call  (210)  696-7021  for  information. 

SPRING  THROUGH  WINTER  in  the  Smokies 
near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $190  week,  $700 
four  weeks  Sunday  to  Sunday.  Mountainview 
Guest  House,  Drawer  1096,  waynesville,  NC 
28786.  (704)  627-9507.  j 

CHURCH  TRANSPORTATION  SPECIALIST. 

Buses,  vans!  Also  church  van  rentals.  Distributor 
for  Goshen  buses.  1 5  passenger  vans  with  center 
aisle,  raised  roof,  electric  step.  Call  Trinity  Trans¬ 
portation,  (800)  330-3622 !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

LARGE  ACTIVE  YOUTH  MINISTRY  pro¬ 

gram  needs  Director  of  Youth.  2300-member 
church.  Send  resume  to:  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  305  N.  Baird,  Midland,  TX  79701  to 
the  attention  of  Dr.  Russell  Parchman. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  WANTED  to  assume 
responsibilities  for  well-established  youth  pro¬ 
gram  at  a  1 500-member  church  in  Southeastern 
New  Mexico.  Looking  for  an  energetic,  enthusi¬ 
astic  person  who  wants  to  share  the  love  of  the 
Lord  with  young  people.  Salary  according  to  ex¬ 
perience  and  qualifications.  Send  resumes  to: 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  1913, 
Roswell,  NM  88202-1913. 

Grants,  loans  to  redevelop  community 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

United  Methodist-related  Ben¬ 
nett  College  in  Greensboro,  N.C., 
may  receive  as  much  as  $600,000  in 
grants  and  loans  to  help  redevelop 
the  community  around  the  campus. 

The  only  historically  black,  wom¬ 
en’s  college  related  to  The  United 
Methodist  Church,  Bennett  and  10 
other  black  colleges  will  be  eligible 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

A  United  Methodist  couple  from 
Iowa  performing  medical  mission 
work  in  a  Rwanda  refugee  camp 
will  be  featured  in  a  half-hour  pro¬ 
gram  airing  at  7  p.m.  (EST)  Feb.  27 
on  the  Faith  &  Values  Channel  ca¬ 
ble  television  network. 

“Journey  to  Goma”  begins  at  the 
Storm  Lake,  Iowa,  home  of  Ron 
and  Jewell  Dierwechter  as  they  pre¬ 
pared  to  serve  as  medical  volun¬ 
teers  for  Church  World  Service,  the 
relief  agency  of  the  National  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Churches.  Ron  Dierwechter  is 
a  general  surgeon  and  Jewell  Dier¬ 
wechter  is  a  nurse.  Both  are  experi¬ 
enced  missionaries. 

The  program  continues  with  in¬ 
terviews  and  commissioning  in 
New  York,  orientation  in  Nairobi 
and  work  in  a  refugee  camp  called 
Kubumba. 

In  a  Jan.  10  fax  to  Church  World 
Service  offices  in  New  York,  Ron 
Dierwechter  described  the  camp, 
which  is  near  an  active  volcano: 

“At  night  the  volcano’s  mouth 
glows  red,  emphasizing  the  surreal 
panorama.  There,  stretching  out 
over  the  valley  floor  are  thousands 
of  homemade  tents.  The  walls  are 


for  a  total  of  $7.6  million  to  rejuve¬ 
nate  low-income  communities 
where  the  colleges  are  located. 

Funding  for  the  project  comes 
from  Seedco  Corporation  in  New 
York.  Seedco,  supported  by  the  Ford 
Foundation,  launched  an  economic 
development  project  in  1990  with 
sites  at  six  historically  black  colleges, 
including  United  Methodist-related 


first  constructed  of  volcanic  rocks 
and  saplings,  then  over  this  a  tarp 
of  white,  green  or  blue  plastic  sheet¬ 
ing  emblazoned  with  the  logo  of  the 
UNHCR  (United  Nations  High 
Committee  for  Refugees).  Count¬ 
less  cooking  fires  produce  a  Los  An- 
geles-style  smog  in  this  valley.” 

The  Dierwechters — who  arrived 
in  early  December  fqr  a  three- 
month  stay — dispense  medical  care 
with  other  volunteers  from  tents  in 
the  rocky  lava  field. 

Ron  Dierwechter  reported  hear¬ 
ing  about  six  Rwandan  refugees 
who  tried  to  return  home  to  pick  up 
items  left  behind.  They  were  inter¬ 
cepted  by  soldiers  and  all  but  one 
killed. 

“This  incident  sums  up  the  sto¬ 
ry,”  he  wrote.  “There  are  over 
200,000  people  in  this  camp  alone 
with  nowhere  to  go,  except  back  to 
a  dangerous  and  possibly  short  fu¬ 
ture.  Many  are  innocent,  caught  up 
in  the  events,  but  at  the  same  time 
many  are  not,  having  joined  in  the 
slaughter  of  their  neighbors,  their 
co-Christians.” 

“Journey  to  Goma"  will  be  re¬ 
peated  on  the  Faith  &  Values  Chan¬ 
nel  at  2  a.m.  (EST)  Feb.  28. 


Clark-Atlanta  University. 

In  December,  Bennett  and  four 
other  schools  were  selected  as  sites 
for  Seedco’s  Historically  Black  Col¬ 
leges  and  Universities  Community 
Development  Partnership  program. 

Ernest  Osborne,  executive  vice 
president  at  Seedco,  said  the  colleges 
are  selected  based  on  their  commit¬ 
ment  to  improving  their  communi¬ 
ties,  their  existing  resources,  and  the 
strength  of  community  development 
proposals. 

Black  colleges  like  Bennett  are  of¬ 
ten  the  “only  significant  economic 
and  institutional  presence”  in  com¬ 
munities  facing  substandard  housing, 
low  incomes,  declining  businesses, 
substance  abuse  and  crime,  Mr.  Os¬ 


borne  said. 

“In  order  to  enhance  and  protect 
their  education  mission,"  black  col¬ 
leges  must  “collaborate  in  efforts  to 
create  leadership  and  restore  vitali¬ 
ty  to  these  communities,”  he  added. 

Bennett  College  officials  first  ap¬ 
plied  for  Seedco  funding  in  1980, 
according  to  Estella  Johnson,  head 
of  the  college’s  community  develop¬ 
ment  corporation. 

Bennett  will  use  the  funds  to  bol¬ 
ster  its  after-school  program  and  the 
job  training  and  placement  service 
which  has  placed  80  people  in  new 
jobs,  Ms.  Johnson  said. 

In  addition,  Bennett  plans  to  build 
four  low-cost  houses  to  accommo¬ 
date  families  in  its  community. 


Oxford  Summer  School 
in  religious  Studies 

UNIVERSITY  COLLEGE,  OXFORD 
8-2 1  August  1 9 95  6-19  August  1 996 

NOW  ALSO  PRESENTS:  WHO  WAS  JESUS? 

A  one-day  seminar,  to  be  held  in  fifteen 
American  and  Canadian  cities  from  February  1995 
with  TOM  WRIGHT 

The  Very  Revd.  Dr.  N.  T  Wright,  Dean  of  Lichfield  Cathedral, 
previously  Fellow  of  Worcester  College,  Oxford 

♦  hailed  as  today's  most  exciting  communicator  and  most  inspiring  interpreter 
of  the  New  Testament 

♦  most  popular  lecturer  in  the  University  of  Oxford’s  Faculty  of  Theology 

♦  acclaimed  by  journals  including  TIME,  U.  S.  News  &.  World  Report 
and  the  Times  Literary  Supplement 

♦  author  of  books  welcomed  by  scholars,  clergy  arid  lay  audiences,  including 
The  New  Testament  and  the  People  of  God  (Fortress  Press) 


For  Seminar  schedule,  Summer  School  brochure  or  more  details  contact: 


Ms.  Norma  Christensen,  820  Park  Avenue,  Box  K,  Worland,  Wyoming  82401 
Phone:(307)  347-3836  Fax:(307)  347-2133  or 
Mr.  Femand  Beck,  Box  K,  Fordham  Preparatory  School,  The  Bronx,  New  York  10458 
Phone/Fax:  (718)  884-6261 


Faith  &  Values  to  feature 
couple  working  in  Rwanda 
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St.  fames  UMC,  Shreveport,  celebrates  its  131st  anniversary  by  ac¬ 
cepting  10  youth  and  baptizing  two  children.  Rev.  Macky  Giles,  pas¬ 
tor,  officiates  at  the  Sacrament  of  Baptism  for  the  children  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Leon  Conroe,  Ardyss  and  Mercedes.  Also  pictured  are 
Carrie  Lee,  Communion  steward,  Anita  Owens  and  Aline  Watkins, 
sponsors,  and  Emma  Pearl  L.  T.  Bibbons. 

Two  churches  begirt  innovative 
worship  services  in  January 


With  the  new  year  comes  innova¬ 
tion. 

University  UMC  in  Lake  Charles 
and  Broadmoor  UMC,  Baton 
Rouge,  both  are  beginning  new  ser¬ 
vices  offering  choices  to  worshipers. 

Rev.  Steven  W.  Caraway,  minis¬ 
ter  of  University,  said  there  was  a 
15  per  cent  higher  attendance  at 
their  first  service  in  this  new  style. 

It  was  the  Worship  Work  Area 
members’  decision  to  offer  the  wor¬ 
shipers  a  “Prayer  and  Praise”  ser¬ 
vice  at  the  8:30  a.m.  hour.  “That 
service  is  not  as  formal  and  is  more 
relaxed  than  the  one  at  10:55  a.m.,” 
Caraway  said.  It’s  in  the  Wesleyan 
tradition  but  there  is  less  liturgy. 

“We  have  more  congregational 
singing  of  favorite  hymns  and  we 
have  a  piano  instead  of  an  organ.” 

Witnessing  through  testimonials 


is  a  part  of  the  service.  The  minister 
introduces  a  layperson  and  tells 
about  that  person’s  community  and 
church  ministry. 

The  service  is  still  evolving. 

Broadmoor  has  offered  a  late  Sat¬ 
urday  afternoon  service  but  some 
new  elements  will  be  added. 

The  alternative  worship  experience 
is  to  be  called  “Saturday  Night  Cele¬ 
bration”  at  Broadmoor.  The  contem¬ 
porary  service  will  start  at  5:30  p.m. 
weekly,  beginning  Jan.  28. 

The  45-minute  event  will  feature 
contemporary  music,  dramatic  pre¬ 
sentations  and  a  brief  message  by 
the  senior  minister,  Dr.  Charles 
Simmons. 

Casual  dress  is  encouraged. 

The  service  has  been  advertised 
in  the  newspapers,  on  television 
and  radio. 


February  Conference  Calendar 

3-5  Senior  High  Retreat,  9th- 12th  grade,  Tall  Timbers 
4  License  to  Preach  School  for  Local  Pastors  (Northern  half  of 
state)  Trinity  UMC,  Ruston 

4  License  to  Preach  School  for  Local  Pastors  (Southern  half  of 
state)  St.  Mark  UMC,  Baton  Rouge 
5-8  Minister’s  Week  at  SMU 

10-11  United  Methodist  Women  Executive  Committee,  Tall  Timbers 

1 1  Vacation  Bible  School  Workshop  (Southern  half  of  state), 
Munholland  UMC,  Metairie,  10  a.m.-l  p.m. 

1 1  License  to  Preach  School  for  Local  Pastors  (Northern  half  of 
state)  Trinity  UMC,  Ruston 

1 1  License  to  Preach  School  for  Local  Pastors  (Southern  half  of 
state)  St.  Mark  UMC,  Baton  Rouge 

15-18  “Offering  Christ  Today”  School  of  Evangelism,  First  UMC, 
Alexandria 

15-19  Cursillo  No.  44,  Tall  Timbers 

16  Conference  Council  on  Ministries  Budget  Review  Meeting 

17-19  National  Association  of  Annual  Conference  Lay  Leaders, 
Nashville 

17-21  National  Camp  and  Retreat  Leaders,  Leesburg,  Fla. 

1 8  License  to  Preach  School  for  Local  Pastors  (Northern  half  of 
state)  Trinity  UMC,  Ruston 

1 8  License  to  Preach  School  for  Local  Pastors  (Southern  half  of 
state)  St.  Mark  UMC,  Baton  Rouge 

20-22  Cabinet  Meeting 

24-26  United  Methodist  Women  Retreat,  Tall  Timbers 

25  License  to  Preach  School  for  Local  Pastors  (Northern  half  of 
state)  Trinity  UMC,  Ruston 

25  License  to  Preach  School  for  Local  Pastors  (Southern  half  of 
state)  St.  Mark  UMC,  Baton  Rouge 

25  Ruston  District  “My  Job”  Training 

26  Conference  Center  Sunday 


Fifty  scholars,  including  two  from 
Louisiana,  are  engaged  in  a  three- 
year  $600,000  research  project  ex¬ 
ploring  the 
“United  Meth¬ 
odism  and  the 
American  Cul¬ 
ture.” 

Dr.  Graham  P. 

Matthews  Jr., 
vice  president 
for  Institutional 
Research,  As¬ 
sessment  and  Dr.  Sarah  Kreitziger 
Advancement  at 

Dillard  University,  and  pastor  of 
Peoples  UMC  in  New  Orleans,  is  one 
of  the  primary  researchers  on  the 
project.  The  research  is  funded  by 
Lilly  Endowment  of  Indianapolis. 

Dr.  Sarah  S.  Kreutziger,  assistant 
professor  at  Tulane  School  of  Social 
Work,  is  also  engaged  in  research. 
She  is  a  leading  UM  layperson  in 
the  Conference  and  at  Munholland 
UMC,  Metairie. 

Church's  influence 

Methodism’s  influence  on  U.S. 
culture  and  the  culture’s  influence 
on  Methodism  have  been  largely 
unexplored  by  scholars.  The  president 
and  dean  of  Duke  University  Divin¬ 
ity  School  in  Durham,  N.C.,  denomi¬ 
nation-related  seminary,  say  that  is  an 
oversight  this  project  is  to  correct. 

United  Methodists  make  up  the 
largest,  most  geographically  wide¬ 
spread  and  most  socially  diverse  of 


Convocation  of  Boards 
jan.  26-27 

First  UMC,  Baton  Rouge 


the  country’s  historic  mainline 
Protestant  denominations. 

Premise  of  the  study  is  that  peo¬ 
ple  cannot  under¬ 
stand  religion  in 
America  unless 
they  understand 
Methodism  and 
its  role  as  a  cen¬ 
tral  institution  in 
American  society. 

“Methodism 
helped  to  shape 
Dr.  Graham  p.  the  United  States 

Matthews  just  as  the  Unit¬ 

ed  States  was  determinative  in  the 
shaping  of  American  Methodism,” 
Dr.  Dennis  M.  Campbell,  divinity 
school  president  was  quoted  as  say¬ 
ing  (in  UM  News  Service  article). 

Dr.  Kreutziger  said,  “My  investiga¬ 
tions  recount  the  Methodist  religious 
settlement  movement  and  its  relation¬ 
ship  to  American  social  reform.” 

Dr.  Matthews  is  covering  “Piety, 
Segregation  and  Racism  in  Method¬ 
ism:  An  Oral  History  of  Black  and 
White  Methodist  Voices  from  1954- 
1970.” 

He  said,  "I  have  interviewed  six 
clergy  and  six  lay  persons  who  lived 
through  a  significant  period  in  the 
history  of  civil  rights  in  America.” 

Looks  to  future 

Dr.  Kreutziger  said,  “A  second 
aspect  of  the  grant  involves  21 
‘younger  church  leaders’  of  ‘unusual 
promise’  —  mostly  clergy  —  who 
will  work  with  the  researchers  and 
other  church  leaders  to  look  at 
United  Methodism’s  promise  and 
potential  for  the  future.” 

The  scholars’  research  is  to  be 
concluded  in  August.  Results  will 
be  published  in  two  volumes,  in 
journals  and  in  church  publications. 


PHOTOS  PROVIDED  BY  SHALER  Wl 

Gail  McGlothin,  CENTER  president  of  the  board  of  The  Method 
Home  of  New  Orleans,  and  members  of  the  Methodist  Home  Cl; 
sic  committee  present  a  BIG  check  for  $22,500  to  Dr.  Richard 
Hodges,  chief  executive  officer  at  the  home.  Behind  her  are,  FRO 
LEFT,  John  Healey,  Dr.  Hodges,  Steve  Jones,  Jeff  Christian,  Ed( 
Clark,  Bill  McAleb,  Tab  Bisignani  and  Hoyt  Greer. 
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Evangeline  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  celebrated  the  dedication  of  a  new 
baptismal  font  recently  with  the  baptism  of  young  Patrick  Chaney, 
RIGHT  (in  striped  jacket).  The  flowing  fountain,  a  gift  to  the  church 
from  Mamie  Younger  and  family,  LEFT,  is  in  memory  of  Dub  Youn¬ 
ger.  Octavia  Chaney  and  family,  RIGHT,  recently  joined  the  church. 
Pastor  is  Rev.  Larry  Norman,  EXTREME  RIGHT. 


Methodist  circuit  riders  like  the  one  pictured  above  took  the  faith  to 
remote  areas.  They  helped  make  Methodism  one  of  the  largest  de¬ 
nominations  in  America  during  the  formative  19th  Century.  The 
swamp  area  between  Texas  and  Louisiana,  known  as  the  Alligator 
Circuit,  was  a  difficult  tract  for  these  early  ministers  to  travel.  Cir¬ 
cuit  riders  are  part  of  the  early  history  of  the  church  being  re¬ 
searched  by  50  scholars. 


Two  scholars  from  Louisiana 
are  engaged  in  major  research 
on  Methodism  and  U.S.  culture 


NOT  TO  BE 
TAKEN  OUT 


JAN  2  6  1395 
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of  visioning 

Bishop  William  B.  Oden 

Every  year  a  friend  sends  me  a  copy  of  Murphy’s  Law  Calendar. 
Each  day  begins  with  a  “law”  of  life  that  is  both  humorous  and  painful. 

The  “law”  for  January  12  is:  “The  less  work  an  organization  pro¬ 
duces,  the  more  frequently  it  reorganizes.” 

Ouch!  Is  this  true?  What  does  it  say  about  The  United  Methodist 
Church? 

As  you  may  remember,  the  1994  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  man¬ 
dated  a  Research  and  Planning  Committee  to  lead  the  Conference  past 
VISION  2000  and  prepare  us  to  enter  the  21st  Century  as  a  faithful 
and  vital  church.  This  committee  is  leading  us  into  vision  and  mission 
—  not  reorganization! 

One  essential  ingredient  of  this  process  is  to  clarify  the  primary  task 
of  the  local  church  and  the  Annual  Conference.  In  order  to  move  toward 
this  clarity,  our  Cabinet  and  Conference  leadership  is  working  closely 
with  Dr.  Ezra  Earl  Jones,  general  secretary  of  our  General  Board  of 
Discipleship.  The  process,  called  “Quest  for  Quality,”  is  based  on  the 
Deming  Theory  of  visioning  and  systems  renewal. 

Quest  for  Quality  Seminars,  led  by  General  Board  of  Discipleship 
trained  leaders,  will  be  held  in  our  Conference  April  27-29  at  Broad¬ 
moor  UMC  in  Shreveport  and  April  30-May  2  at  First  UMC  Baton 
Rouge. 

If  you  want  to  stretch  your  mind,  deepen  your  faith,  and  sharpen  your 
communication  skills  as  a  minister  or  layperson,  consider  this  seminar. 
Details  are  available  from  your  pastor,  the  Conference  office  and 
through  this  newspaper. 


The 

task 


Celebration  of  UMW  continues 


With  “Rekindle  God’s  Gifts”  as 
the  theme,  UMW  Sunday  is  being 
celebrated  around  the  Conference. 
The  observance 
celebrates  and 
promotes  the 
mission  work  of 
UMW,  Kathleen 
Conrad,  Confer¬ 
ence  public  rela¬ 
tions  secretary, 
said. 

Conference 
UMW  president, 

Pat  Cobb,  will 
speak  at  St.  Paul  UMC  in  Monroe 
on  Sunday,  Jan.  29.  She  was  in  the 
pulpit  of  Aurora-Algiers  UMC, 
New  Orleans  on  Jan.  22. 

Seola  Callahan  of  Oakdale  is  to 
be  guest  speaker  on  Jan.  29  in  First 
UMC,  Mansfield.  Active  in  the 
Conference,  she  is  past  UMW  Con¬ 
ference  secretary  and  has  led  Con¬ 
ference-wide  retreats.  Her 
message  is  to  be  based  on  the  theme 
which  derives  from  II  Timothy  1:6-7. 

Isabel  Morgan  Herson,  president 
of  the  Wesley  UMW,  Baton  Rouge, 
was  speaker  at  St.  Mark  UMC  on 
Jan.  22. 

Other  participants  were  Dale 
Young  Givens,  Helen  Mills  Warner, 
Ida  Sensley  Phillips,  Inez  Wiggins 
Chrisentery,  Ethel  Randall  Vicks, 
Sonya  R.  Lars,  Dennette  Welch, 
Deborah  J.  Daniels  and  Yvonne 
Jones,  a  female  ensemble  directed 
by  Ethel  J.  Blaze  provided  music. 

Parade  of  Banners 

Brenda  J.  Canty  is  UMW  presi¬ 
dent  at  St.  Mark  and  pastor  is 
Randall  E.  Campbell.  Mary  Mason 
Gordon,  membership  chair,  said  a 
highlight  was  the  Parade  of  Banners 
that  honored  women  of  St.  Mark 
whose  service  ranged  from  the 
Home  Mission  Society  to  the  Wom¬ 
en’s  Society  of  Christian  Service  to 


the  present,  UMW. 

St.  John’s  UMC,  Baton  Rouge, 
will  celebrate  UMW  Sunday  on  Jan. 

29  when  Alice 
Story,  a  lay 
person  at  Broad¬ 
moor  UMC,  Ba¬ 
ton  Rouge,  will 
speak  at  both 
services.  She  has 
long  been  active 
in  UMW,  having 
served  in  district 
and  Conference 
offices. 

Blackwater's  celebration 

When  Blackwater  UMC,  Baker, 
celebrated  UMW  Sunday  on  Jan.  8, 
men,  women  and  children  enjoyed 
it  as  special  emphasis  was  placed  on 
missions,  Willie  Petty,  a  layperson, 
reports. 

Dr.  Ray  DeHainaut  and  his  wife, 
Delaine,  presented  the  message  and 
led  in  special  activities. 

“These  energetic  and  enthusiastic 
United  Methodist  missionaries 
charmed  the  congregation  with 
their  stories  of  life  and  the  great 
needs  in  the  Dominican  Republic,” 
Petty  said. 

Sings  in  Spanish 

During  the  altar  time  at  Blackwa- 
ter’s  UMW  Sunday,  the  DeHain- 
auts  gave  each  child  a  musical 
instrument.  They  were  taught  to 
sing,  “Jesus  Loves  Me”  in  Spanish 
as  he  accompanied  them  on  a  gui¬ 
tar. 

Petty  continued,  “Before  the  chil¬ 
dren  returned  to  their  seats,  Delaine 
gave  each  one  a  seashell  and  a  big 
hug.  She  explained  that  ‘people  are 
like  seashells,  each  different,  each 
perfect  and  imperfect.  Each  is  a 
child  of  God,  equal  in  his  sight. 
Each  receives  his  great  and  never- 
ending  love.’  ” 


The  banner  ABOVE  announces  the  Methodist  Home  Classic,  an  an¬ 
nual  golf  tournament  that  benefits  The  Methodist  Home  of  New  Or¬ 
leans.  Started  as  a  Munholland  UMC  Sunday  school  class  project, 
the  Classic  has  grown  to  become  one  of  the  largest  tournaments  in 
the  area,  attracting  participants  from  throughout  the  state. 


Four  "swingers"  are  shown  as  they  got  ready  for  the  annual  Meth¬ 
odist  Home  Classic  in  which  participants  play  golf  for  a  worthy 
cause.  More  donations  are  needed  since  the  home  is  accepting 
more  neglected,  abused  and  abandoned  children. 


Faith  forum 
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Prayer  in  schools 
a  power  play,  not 
way  to  teach  morals 


Congress  will  take  up  a  proposal 
soon  to  amend  the  U.S.  Constitu¬ 
tion  to  allow  officially  sponsored 
prayer  in  public  schools. 

Now’s  the  time  for  Christians  to 
unravel  the  complexities  of  the  is¬ 
sue,  which  was  oversimplified  by 
last  fall’s  political  rhetoric. 

The  heart  of  the  public-school 
prayer  debate  is  not  religion  but 
power:  the  power  to  impose  one’s 
beliefs  on  others  in  an  attempt  to 
coerce  morality. 

Lest  rhetoric  continue  to  obscure 
this  fundamental  reality,  let’s  clear¬ 
ly  affirm  certain  aspects  of  this  mul¬ 
tifaceted  issue: 

/  The  faithful  practice  of  reli¬ 
gion  by  individuals  and  congrega¬ 
tions  can  serve  to 
improve  society. 

'f  Christian¬ 
ity  is  the  major¬ 
ity  religion  in 
America  but  not 
the  only  religion. 

Students 
should  be  allowed 
to  pray  and  to 
carry  their  Bibles 
to  school  if  they 
choose  to  do  so. 

The  First  Amend¬ 
ment  to  the  U.S. 

Constitution  has 
been  interpreted 
to  guarantee  this 
right,  but  the  sec¬ 
tion  known  as  the 
“establishment 
clause”  specifical¬ 
ly  prohibits  Con¬ 
gress  from  enacting  laws  regarding  the 
establishment  of  a  religion. 

At  the  same  time,  however,  let’s  dis¬ 
pel  some  notions  that  are  fallacious  on 
both  political  and  religious  grounds: 

■  Freedom  of  religion  as  protect¬ 
ed  by  the  U.S.  Constitution  doesn’t 
give  any  school  administrator  or 
teacher  or  student  the  right  to  offer 
a  prayer  or  to  read  from  any  scrip¬ 
ture  in  a  devotional  manner  under 
the  sanction  of  public  education. 

Restrictive  as  this  seems  to  those 
of  us  for  whom  faith  and  life  are 
virtually  inseparable,  such  a  mea¬ 
sure  protects  all  people  from  abuse 
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by  zealots  of  any  faith  who  endeav¬ 
or  to  use  government  institutions 
for  proselytizing. 

■  Prayer  in  public  schools  should 
not  be  exploited  as  a  means  for 
moral  education.  Jesus  was  explicit 
on  this  subject:  Prayer  is  a  private 
matter,  whether  the  person  offering 
the  prayer  is  physically  separated  in 
one’s  room  or  mentally  “closeted” 
in  one’s  mind  (Matthew  6:5-8). 

■  Finally,  a  prohibition  against 
school-sponsored  prayer  doesn’t 
forbid  teaching  universally  recog¬ 
nized  values.  Public  schools  can 
employ  other  means  effectively  to 

teach  such  virtues 
as  honesty,  com¬ 
passion,  respect 
and  duty  that  are 
broadly  shared  by 
Christianity  and 
other  religions 
and  even  by  non¬ 
religionists. 

Contrary  to  im¬ 
pressions  offered 
under  current  po¬ 
litical  vogue,  mo¬ 
rality  in  American 
society  won’t  be 
improved  through 
sanctioned  school 
prayer,  Bible 
reading  over  a 
school’s  public 
address  system  or 
any  other  reli¬ 
gious  practice. 
One’s  faith  imposed  on  someone  else, 
particularly  against  that  person’s  will, 
is  almost  certain  to  be  ineffective  and 
could  easily  be  counterproductive. 

We  Christians,  however,  have 
ways  of  teaching  morality  that  keep 
faith  both  with  Jesus’  teachings  and 
with  the  political  push  for  “individ¬ 
ual  responsibility,”  namely  through 
our  practice  of  privately  instructing 
our  children — and  our  peers  and 
siblings,  in  the  case  of  youths — on 
the  virtues  extolled  by  our  faith. 

Then  we  also  can  teach  others  by 
our  public  example  of  living  out  our 
values  as  Christians  and  as  citizens. 


School-sanctioned  prayers  si 
this  pre-game  worship  aren 
way  to  teach  virtues  in  | 
schools. 


/ What  can  I  do  for  missions V  Plenty ! 


By  HELEN  A.  BURGESS 


I’m  tired  of  being  considered  a  saint! 

I  recently  returned  from  a  trip  as  a  volunteer 
with  the  United  Methodist  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries.  I  served  with  the  refugee  ef¬ 
fort  in  Zaire. 

I  felt  very  strongly  that  God  wanted  me  to  do 
that  mission,  but  I  don’t  feel  any  better  or  more 
“saintly”  than  the  rest  of  you.  Those  of  us  on 
the  trip  were  ordinary  individuals. 

Many  folks  sighed  and  asked  “But  I  could  nev¬ 
er  do  what  you  did — what  could  I  do  that  could 
possibly  be  useful?”  I  believe  that  there  are  many 
things  that  both  individuals  and  congregations 
can  do  that  will  be  helpful,  not  necessarily  directly 
to  the  refugees  in  Zaire,  but  to  improve  human  re¬ 
lationships  all  over  the  world. 

I’d  like  to  outline  some  measures  that  might 
prove  to  be  a  partial  answer  to  the  oft-heard  la¬ 
ment  “But  what  can  I  do?” 

■  “Pray  without  ceasing.”  Prayer  is  some¬ 
thing  that  everyone  can  do.  It  doesn’t  take  any 
special  equipment,  place,  time,  language,  or  tal¬ 
ent.  You  can  pray  at  a  stop  light,  in  a  grocery 
line,  on  a  bus  ride. 

Specific  individuals  committed  themselves  to 
pray  for  me  each  day  while  I  was  on  my  trip.  I 
can’t  tell  you  the  difference  that  made.  When  I 
thought  I  wouldn’t  be  able  to  make  it  emotion¬ 
ally  or  physically,  I  thought  of  all  those  wonder¬ 
ful  people  lifting  me  up  in  prayer  and  my 
concerns  were  made  much  lighter. 

Paul  tells  us  that  we  should  “pray  without 
ceasing”  (1  Thessalonians  5:17).  Praying  for  vic¬ 
tims  of  war,  natural  disasters,  and  persecution 
may  accomplish  far  more  than  you  can  imagine. 

■  “Where  is  Burkina  Faso?”  If  you’re  looking 
for  news  from  Rhodesia  or  Ceylon,  you’re  in  the 
wrong  decade. 

Increase  your  knowledge  of  geography.  One 
of  the  men  on  our  team  had  worked  with  refu¬ 
gees  in  Bosnia.  He  said  he  was  talking  with 
someone  before  he  left  and  the  person  said 
“Bosnia — isn’t  that  south  of  Detroit?” 

Instead  of  being  the  seventh  person  on  the 
waiting  list  for  that  new  novel  at  your  local  li¬ 
brary,  check  out  a  book  on  an  exotic  place  that 
you’ve  never  heard  about.  (Hint:  the  children’s 
section  may  have  nice  picture  books  that  will 
give  you  a  gentle  introduction). 

■  “Can  I  help  you?”  Befriend  a  foreign  stu¬ 
dent,  a  new  immigrant  or  other  stranger. 

Many  college  communities  have  foreign  stu¬ 
dents  who  often  need  places  to  go  during  holi¬ 
day  times  when  dormitories  are  closed.  There 
are  also  foreigners  who  come  on  business  or 
pleasure  whose  paths  may  cross  yours. 

Last  year  at  a  “Messiah”  sing-in  I  chatted 
with  a  lovely  Swiss  professor  who  was  on  a  sab¬ 
batical  tour.  I  was  able  to  help  her  when  she 
needed  to  negotiate  a  hospital  emergency  room 
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Helen  A.  Burgess  is  a 
member  of  St.  Paul 
United  Methodist  Church 
in  Houston ,  Texas  (Texas 
Annual  Conference). 
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BUKAVU,  Zaire — Seated  in  a  church  courtyard  these  Rwandan  refugee  children  savor  ev¬ 
ery  drop  of  their  meal.  Christians  around  the  world  can  support  missions  like  this  in  many 
ways  (see  related  article  at  left). 

My  church  was  extremely  generous  in  helping 
me  raise  the  funds  I  needed  to  make  the  trip.  I  be¬ 
lieve  that  all  those  who  contributed  money  were, 
in  a  sense,  with  me  on  each  step  of  the  journey. 

In  return  for  their  investment  they  have  the 
satisfaction  of  knowing  that  they  actually  did 
something  to  help  Rwandan  refugees.  They 
couldn’t  go  themselves,  but  they  assisted  some¬ 
one  they  knew  personally. 

Perhaps  the  refugee  effort  in  Zaire  doesn’t 
capture  your  imagination.  That’s  OK.  There  are 
many  other  people  and  places  both  in  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States  and  overseas  that  can  use  your  support 
and  attention.  Nearly  every  week  the  Reporter 
offers  stories  containing  information  on  church- 
related  projects  to  which  you  can  contribute. 

I  think  the  saddest  thing  will  be  if  you  use 
“But  what  can  I  do?”  as  an  excuse  to  do  noth¬ 
ing.  It  is  only  by  the  grace  of  God  that  any  of  us 
can  accomplish  good  things,  but  we  do  have  to 
be  an  active  participant. 

We  are  God’s  people  through  Jesus  Christ.  We 
are  called  to  be  God’s  witnesses  to  all  the  world. 

"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  fomm  through  which  Reporter 
readers  share  their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced  pages  maxi¬ 
mum  length)  to  "Here  I  Stand. "  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter.  P.O.  Box  660275.  Dallas.  Texas  75266-0275. 


alone.  Later  I  had  a  splendid  evening  with  her 
and  her  husband  after  he  joined  her. 

The  writer  of  Hebrews  exhorts  us  to  “enter¬ 
tain  strangers,  for  by  doing  so  some  people  have 
entertained  angels  without  knowing  it”  (He¬ 
brews  13:2).  Is  there  an  angel  waiting  for  you  to 
initiate  a  conversation? 

■  “Please  send  money.”  It  sometimes  seems 
that  people  are  always  asking  for  money.  Proba¬ 
bly  true,  but  necessary. 

When  we  donate  money,  we  are  actually  giving 
a  part  of  ourselves.  We  have  spent  our  time  labor¬ 
ing  at  some  task  in  return  for  the  money  we  get. 
We  can  choose  to  do  many  things  with  it. 
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Bible  doesn't  back  anti-abortion  violence 


The  temptation  for  churches  to 
stay  quiet  about  abortion  clinic  vio¬ 
lence  is  twofold:  (1)  member  opposi¬ 
tion  to  abortion  and  (2)  reluctance  of 
churches  to  get  involved  in  contro¬ 
versy  and  appear  like  TV  preachers. 

But  the  Bible  doesn’t  back  up 
such  violence,  even  to  fight  such  a 
thing  as  abortion  (even  though 
verses  in  Isaiah,  Jeremiah  and  Luke 
make  it  abundantly  clear  God  re¬ 
gards  the  unborn  as  people  capable 
of  great  things  and  worthy  of  His 
and  our  love — to  the  point  the  ac¬ 
tivities  of  a  prenatal  John  the  Bap¬ 
tist  are  recorded  in  Luke  1:41). 

Why  aren’t  we  hearing  TV  preach¬ 
ers  discussing  Luke  9:51-56?  Here  is 
a  textbook  example  of  Christ  con¬ 
fronting  people  who  were  adamantly 
in  the  wrong — to  the  point  we  are 
warned  that  folks  like  them  would  be 
worse  off  than  Sodom  on  Judgment 
Day  (Luke  10:12). 

When  the  Samaritans  in  chapter  9 
reject  Christ  and  his  message,  James 
and  John  ask  to  be  empowered  to 
strike  these  people  dead  (Luke  9:54). 
But  in  verses  55  and  56,  Christ  not 
only  refuses  their  requests  but  re¬ 
bukes  them  for  even  making  it! 

Apparently,  based  on  this  section 
of  Luke,  we  are  not  only  barred 
from  harming  people — even  if  they 
are  totally  and  morally  in  the 
wrong — but  barred  from  even  pray¬ 
ing  for  them  to  be  killed1, 

Steve  LaPrade 
Norman,  Oklahoma 
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Letters  to 
the  Editor 


Why  no  critique? 

I  can  understand  how  the  leaders 
of  the  United  Church  of  Christ  and 
the  United  Methodist  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries’  Women’s  Divi¬ 
sion  might  consider  unacceptable 
Newt  Gingrich’s  characterization  of 
Hillary  Clinton,  as  expressed  by  his 
mother,  Kathleen,  to  Connie  Chung 
(see  UMR,  Jan.  1 3). 

I  don’t  understand  how  these 
church  officials  consider  Ms. 
Chung’s  conduct  acceptable,  nor  do 
I  understand  why  they  didn’t  com¬ 
ment  on  her  tactics  and  obvious 
breach  of  Mrs.  Gingrich’s  confi¬ 
dence — even  though  it  turned  out 
to  be  a  pseudo-confidence. 

The  news  media  shouldn’t  be  ex¬ 
cused  for  its  lack  of  courtesy  and 
confidentiality. 

Evan  H.  Wathen 
Beaumont,  Texas 


Political  liability 

I  read  with  interest  the  decline  in 
the  number  of  United  Methodists 
in  Congress  from  101  in  1963  to  63 
in  1995  (see  UMR,  Jan.  6).  This  de¬ 
cline  parallels  the  general  decline  in 
United  Methodist  membership  in 
the  United  States. 

The  reason  for  this  decline  is  of¬ 
ten  stated  but  goes  unheeded  by  the 
church  hierarchy.  The  reason  is  that 
the  church  leadership  has  lost  touch 
with  its  grass-roots  members  who 
for  the  most  part  are  mainstream, 
middle-of-the-road  folk. 

Politically  in  many  parts  of  the 
country,  being  a  United  Methodist 
is  considered  to  be  a  liability,  not 
an  asset. 

Neil  W.  McElderberry  Jr. 

Purcell,  Oklahoma 

Faith  in  action 

Recently  First  Lady  Hillary  Clin¬ 
ton,  a  United  Methodist  church- 
woman,  acted  on  her  Christian 
principles.  After  the  unfortunate  in¬ 
terview  of  Kathleen  Gingrich  by 
Connie  Chung  (see  UMR,  Jan.  13), 


Mrs.  Clinton  turned  the  other  cheek 
and  invited  Speaker  of  the  House 
Newt  Gingrich  and  his  mother  to 
the  White  House.  By  answering  un¬ 
kindness  with  charity,  Mrs.  Clinton 
showed  faith  in  action. 

Acting  in  that  same  spirit,  we 
Christians  can  provide  the  impetus 
for  a  new  era  of  spiritual  and  moral 
growth  in  our  nation. 

But  if  our  guidance  is  to  be  effec¬ 
tive  and  genuine,  our  commitment 
must  be  whole-hearted.  We  can  no 
longer  feed  our  complacency  by 
merely  calling  ourselves  Christians 
We  must  live  as  Christians  in  every 
facet  of  our  daily  lives.  To  use  a  pop¬ 
ular  expression:  if  we  want  to  “tallc 
the  talk,”  we  must  “walk  the  walk.” 

If  we  are  not  faithful  to  the  exam¬ 
ple  of  Jesus  in  the  small  actions  o 
our  lives,  will  we  have  the  mora 
stamina  for  greater  challenges? 

Rochelle  Lyon 
Franklin,  Texas 
Address  letters  for  publication 
"Letters  to  the  Editor, "  United  Meth 
odist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dal-: 
las,  Texas  75266-0275,  or  fax  letters- 
to  214-630-0079. 


What  others 
are  saying 

“O.  J.  is  chokin’,  man!  The  things 
that  are  happening  in  his  life,  they’re 
not  meant  to  be  on  T-shirts,  to  have 
people  watching — that’s  sick.  This  is 
a  sick  nation.  They  need  God.” 

— The  Rev.  Roosevelt  Grier  during  a 
TV  interview  about  the  murder  trial 
of  O.  J.  Simpson. 

*  *  * 

“Historians  of  denominations 
have  been  expected  to  justify  their 
own  denomination  and  glorify  its 
prelates  and  partriarchs.” 

— The  Rev.  Martin  E.  Marty,  writ¬ 
ing  in  Christian  Century. 

*  *  * 

“Unless  people  see  themselves  in 
the  liturgy,  they  are  not  going  to  stay.” 

— United  Methodist  Bishop  Joel 
Martinez,  Lincoln,  Neb. 


Communications 
In  Ministry 

Effective  communications  affects  virtually  all  areas 
of  ministry.  Nurturing,  Christian  Education,  The 
Connection,  Evangelism  and  Membership,  Image, 
Public  Relations  and  Community  Outreach, 

Personal  Ministry  Effectiveness,  Staff  Support, 
and  Value  Beyond  Print  are  but  a  few  examples. 

This  Is  An  Opportunity  You  Need  To  Investigate  Now! 
Compare  Your  Costs  and  UMR  Investment  Today! 
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Call  Now! 

Ron  Thomas 

P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275 
(214)  630-6495  FAX:  (214)  630-0079 


Rising  to  Future’s  Challenge 


Huston-Tillotson  College  chaplain ,  the  Rev.  Donald  Brewington  (center)  meets 
with  students. 


Huston-Tillotson  College 

A  Changing  Campus  Ministry 

by  Donald  Brewington 


Let  a  new  earth  rise.  Let  another  % 
world  be  bom .  Let  a  bloody 
peace  be  written  in  the  sky.  Let  a  f 
second  generation  full  of  courage  I 
issue  forth;  let  a  people  loving  | 

freedom  come  to  growth  ...Let  a  | 
race  of  men  and  women  now  rise  I 
and  take  control!*  | 

i 

Growth  and  change  give  some  I 
institutions  anxiety  attacks. 

Occasionally  real  challenges  can  £ 

bring  out  fear  in  people.  But  the  1 1  j 
United  Methodist-related  historically 
Black  colleges  and  universities, 
supported  by  the  Black  College  Fund, 
have  accepted  the  challenges  of  today 
and  tomorrow  with  new  wisdom, 
vigor  and  courage.  The  institutions  are 
involved  in  exciting  programs  and 
provocative  ventures  that  will 
profoundly  influence  our  nation  and 
the  world  in  the  next  century. 

Several  institutions  have  received 
grants  from  science  and  technology 
foundations.  The  enrollment  of 
science  and  math  students  is 
increasing.  Research  opportunities  are 
developing  in  new  fields.  Continuing 
education  programs  are  emerging. 


Bennett  College 

Students  Share  Experiences  of 
Summer  Research  Internship 

“I  learned  I  can  do  anything!” 

The  world  of  research  possibly 
reached  a  higher  level  because  of  a 
program  at  Bennett  College, 
Greensboro,  N.C.  Several  students 
participated  in  research  internships  in 
the  United  States  and  in  Ghana, 
Australia,  France,  Japan  and  other 
countries.  They  shared  their  experi¬ 
ences  during  the  college’s  Academic 
and  Cultural  Enrichment  program. 

Nikki  Berryman,  Cherilyn  Taylor, 
and  Shirelyn  Bauman  joined  the 
research  project  of  Dr.  Nils-Erik  Saris 
at  the  University  of  Helsinki  in 
Finland  in  the  summer  of  1994.  They 
spent  three  months  at  the  university 
studying  clinical  microbiology  in  a 
hospital  research  laboratory  setting 
coordinated  by  two  Finnish  biotech¬ 
nology  companies. 

Cherilyn  Taylor,  a  senior 
psychology  major,,  said  of  the  experi- . 


This  tabloid  offers  a  glimpse  of  these 
and  other  strides  among  the  institu¬ 
tions  we  support  through  our  appor¬ 
tioned  Black  College  Fund. 

The  Black  College  Fund  has  been 
a  successful  apportioned  fund  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church  since  1972. 
Before  then,  the  church  supported  its 
historically  Black  colleges  and 
universities  with  special  offerings  and 
other  forms  of  occasional  support. 
Today  these  institutions  are  making 
great  strides  in  grooming  students  for 
the  2 1st  century. 

And  the  students  are  taking  control 
of  their  future  and  their  lives.  They  are 
rising  to  become  scientists,  judges, 
teachers,  doctors,  ministers,  bishops, 
artists,  entrepreneurs,  journalists,  and 
strong  family  members.  And  they 
choose  these  professions  as  they 
choose  to  become  people  of  God. 

Black  colleges  continue  to  be  a 
worthy  investment  of  the  church,  a 
unique  and  natural  gift  to  communi¬ 
ties  and  to  the  nation.  Through  the 
Black  College  Fund,  a  new  earth  will 
rise,  full  of  vibrant,  capable  women 
and  men,  eager  to  serve  with  excel¬ 
lence! 


A  Bennett  College  student  analyzes  data 
in  the  Natural  Sciences  department. 


ence,  “I  grew  a  lot  and  discovered 
things  about  myself.  I  realized  that  I 
enjoy  research  and  I  gained  a  sense  of 
my  abilities — that  I  can  do  anything!” 

Sharon  Coe,  a  senior  psychology 
major,  interned  at  The  National 
Institute  on  Aging  in  Baltimore,  and 
Monica  Ray,  a  junior  accounting 
major  researched  the  insurance 
industry  at  International  Telephone 
and  Telegraph  (H  I  )  in  Hartford, 
Conn. 

These  rich  experiences  help  the 
students  stretch  themselves  intellectu¬ 
ally,  emotionally,  and  socially  and 
.shape  theif  decisions,  ahpqt  the  (utwe.. 


“Campus  ministry  is  vibrant, 
alive,  and  well.  It’s  making  a  differ¬ 
ence  in  the  lives  of  students  on  the 
campus  of  Huston-Tillotson 
College,”  according  to  Susan 
Sprague,  director  of  the  Wesley 
Foundation. 

The  Austin,Texas,  college  has 
supported  campus  ministry  as  far 
back  as  anyone  can  remember.  Ethel 
Dilworth,  a  1955  graduate  of  the 
college,  fondly  recalls  the  Sunday 
evening  vesper  hour  when  the 
students  worshiped  and  praised  God 
together. 

During  the  1970s  students  instead 
began  attending  worship  services  in 
the  community.  The  Rev.  Hector 
Gram,  who  served  as  college  chap¬ 
lain  as  well  as  director  of  admissions, 
sensed  the  students’  need  for  spiritual 
guidance  and  nurture  on  the  campus 
and  organized  a  Wednesday  fellow¬ 
ship  hour. 

During  the  1980s,  much  of  the 
campus  ministry  took  the  form  of 
traditional  worship  services  or  Bible 
studies.  In  1992  I  became  college 
chaplain.  I  began  shaping  campus 
ministry  activities  so  that  they  were 
seen  as  an  outreach  to  the  entire 
campus  rather  than  exclusively  for 
students  who  were  Christians.  Today 
campus  ministry  is  a  blend  of  people 
with  a  faith  already  intact,  others 
searching  for  a  faith,  and  those  who 
want  to  be  around  people  and  enjoy 
good,  wholesome  fun. 

Huston-Tillotson  has  also  become 


more  involved  in  ministry  with  the 
Wesley  Foundation,  which  reaches 
students  at  the  University  of  Texas  at 
Austin.  Students  from  both  schools 
share  fellowship  and  fun  during 
recreation  nights  and  participate  in 
off-campus  retreats. 

Although  a  historically  Black 
institution,  Huston-Tillotson  has 
always  enrolled  students  from  a 
diversity  of  racial,  ethnic,  and  reli¬ 
gious  backgrounds.  Campus- 
Ministry  retreats  have  given  partici¬ 
pants  the  tools  to  live  and  work  with 
each  other  and  to  understand  reli¬ 
gion’s  role  in  creating  a  society 
where  persons  of  different  back¬ 
grounds  can  exist  in  harmony. 

The  General  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church  awarded  Huston- 
Tillotson  two  grants  for  the  1994-95 
academic  year:  $2,000  is  earmarked 
to  develop  a  special  ministry  on  trans- 
cultural  understanding.  Another 
$2,000  is  supporting  the  work  of  a 
Hispanic  student  intern.  While  given 
special  responsibility  to  reach  out  to 
Hispanic  students  on  campus,  the 
intern  will  also  work  with  the  chap¬ 
lain  to  develop  ministry  for  all 
students. 

According  to  Huston-Tillotson 
graduate,  Dion  Jordan  (1993), 
“Campus  ministry  is  what  parents 
pray  for  when  they  send  their  sons 
and  daughters  to  college.  It  was  my 
most  memorable  and  influential 


experience.” 


“Let  a  second  generation  full  of  courage  issue  forth.” 


“Let  a  new  earth  rise. " 


A  SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Claflin  College 

Claflin  Strengthens  Science 
and  Math  Programs 

Claflin  College,  Orangeburg, 

S.C.,  is  preparing  its  students  for  the 
21st  century  through  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  a  Center  for  Excellence  in 
Science  and  Mathematics  to  increase 
the  number  of  African-American 
students  majoring  in  those  areas.  The 
center  will  be  a  multidisciplinary 
program  involving  the  departments 
of  biology,  chemistry,  mathematics, 
and  computer  science. 

This  center  is  made  possible  with 
funds  from  the  National  Science 
Foundation  and  other  sources  like 
the  Black  College  Fund. 

“The  purpose  of  the  center,”  said 
President  Henry  N.  Tisdale,  “is  to 
provide  comprehensive,  high-quality 
programs  aimed  at  recruiting, 
retaining  and  graduating  students 
who  plan  to  pursue  careers  in  science 
and  mathematics.” 

Dr.  Tisdale,  who  became  presi¬ 
dent  June  1,  is  himself  a  1965  honor 
graduate  of  Claflin  College  in  mathe¬ 
matics.  He  recently  noted  the 
declining  number  of  racial  and  ethnic 
minority  students  earning  doctorates 
in  his  field. 


Claflin  College  students  ( top  photo) 
share  the  joy  of  graduation  day.  Dr. 
Henry  N.  Tisdale  (above),  Claflin' s 
eighth  president,  announces  efforts 
for  the  Center  for  Excellence  in 
Science  and  Mathematics. 

“Given  the  changing  demo¬ 
graphics  and  the  disproportionately 
low  number  of  [racial  and  ethnic] 
minority  students  earning  graduate  or 
professional  degrees,”  he  continued, 
“it  is  paramount  that  institutions 
identify,  prepare,  financially  support 
and  encourage  more  [racial  and] 
ethnic  minority  students  to  pursue 
degrees  beyond  the  baccalaureate, 
especially  in  areas  where  they  are 
underrepresented.” 


“Let  another  world  be  born.  ” 


Clark  Atlanta 
University 


A  Clark  Atlanta  University  (CAU) 
student  operates  camera  equipment  for 
CAU  television.  The  station  is  part  of 
the  Telecommunications  Alliance, 
which  also  includes  the  Host 
Broadcast  Training  Program  and  radio 
station  WCLK. 

Clark  Atlanta’s  Host  Broadcast 
Training  Program  will  educate  1 ,200  students  around  the  country  to  work 
with  national  and  international  professional  media,  televising  the  Olympic 
Games  from  Atlanta.  Students  from  15  colleges  and  universities  nationwide 
were  selected  to  come  to  Clark  Atlanta  to  participate  in  the  program.  By  the 
fall  of  1995,  the  program’s  1,200  students  are  expected  to  be  on  campus, 
either  enrolled  in  school  or  participating  in  broadcast  intemships.The  mass 
communications  department  at  CAU  is  an  example  of  what  happens  with 
support  for  the  Black  College  Fund. 


Bethune-Cookman  College 


As  part  of  a  community  service 
partnership  project,  Bethune- 
Cookman  College  students  volunteer 
to  tutor  local  elementary  school 
students.  Beginning  with  their 
freshmen  year,  B-CC  students  learn 
about  the  Daytona  Beach  commu¬ 
nity’s  social  services  agencies. 
Students  select  projects  or  agencies 
where  they  feel  they  can  be  of  best 
use. 

Bethune-Cookman  College, 
Daytona  Beach,  Fla.,  has  admitted  its 
largest  freshman  class  in  five  years 
last  September.  Full-time  enrollment 
is  2,345,  including  822  freshmen  and 
new  students. 

Over  the  past  five  years,  Bethune- 


Cookman  College’s  freshmen  enroll¬ 
ment  has  declined  steadily  from  a 
high  of  834  in  1989  to  549  in  1993. 

With  funds  from  United 
Methodists'  Black  College  Fund  the 
college  replaced  in-house  recruiters 
with  a  private  consulting  firm, 
Miller/Cook  and  Associates  of 
Roanoke,  Va. 

The  influx  of  new  recruits  has 
changed  the  demographics  of  the 
student  body.  In  the  past  only  15 
percent  of  students  came  from  out  of 
state  or  foreign  countries.  This  year, 
the  figure  increased  to  38  percent, 
with  many  students  coming  from 
California,  Colorado  and  the 
Midwest. 


Black  College  Fund  Resources 

This  tabloid  features  exciting  information  about  how  the  1 1  historically 
Black  United  Methodist-related  inslitutions  are  preparing  for  the  future. 
Additional  copies  of  this  tabloid  and  other  Black  College  Fund  materials 
may  be  ordered  from  United  Methodist  Communications,  RO.  Box  320, 
Nashville,  TN  37202-0320;  telephone  (615)  742-5 1 10. 

Your  comments  regarding  the  contents  of  this  publication  and  the  general 
promotion  of  the  Black  College  Fund  are  welcome.  Please  write  to  Pamela 
J.  Crosby,  UMCotn.  at  the  address  above;  telephone  (615)  742-5116. 

For  general  information  about  the  institutions  and  the  Black  College 
Fund,  contact  Ada  Jean  Jackson,  the  Black  College  Fund  Office.  General 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry.  P.O.  Box  87 1 ,  Nashville,  TN 
37202-0871;  telephone  (615)  340-7378;  FAX  (615)  340-7048. 


Philander  Smith  College 


Biology  students  at  Philander  Smith  College,  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  work  in  the  lab. 


Joe  Benlon  photo 
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Meharry  Medical  College 

by  Mattie  McHollin 


Meharry  Medical  College,  which 
has  trained  nearly  40  percent  of  all 
African-American  physicians  and 
dentists  practicing  in  the  United  States 
today,  is  the  largest  single  private 
institution  for  the  education  of  Black 
health  professionals  in  the  nation. 

Founded  in  Nashville,  Tenn.,  in 
1 876  as  the  medical  department  of 
Central  Tennessee  College,  Meharry 
became  an  independent  medical 
college  in  1915.  The  Methodist 
Church  was  instrumental  in  orga¬ 
nizing  the  college  as  one  of  its 
outreach  programs  to  assist  the 
newly  freed  slave  population. 

Meharry  Medical  College  was 
named  in  honor  of  the  Meharry 
family,  whose  members  contributed 
liberally  to  its  early  support.  Legend 
has  it  that  16-year-old,  Samuel 
Meharry  of  Shawnee  Mound,  Ind., 
crossed  the  Ohio  River  in  Kentucky 
to  obtain  a  supply  of  salt.  On  his 
return,  his  wagon  broke  down  on  a 
lonely  road.  A  family  of  free  African 
Americans  took  young  Meharry  in 
overnight,  gave  him  food  and 
lodging,  and  helped  him  repair  his 
wagon.  When  he  left  the  next  day, 
Mr.  Meharry  vowed  to  repay  their 
kindness  by  doing  something  to  help 
African-American  people. 

Years  later,  when  he  was  asked  to 
contribute  to  the  establishment  of  the 
medical  department  of  Cental 


College,  Samuel  Meharry  gladly 
gave  an  initial  gift.  Later  he  and  his 
brothers  contributed  nearly  $34,000 
to  the  college. 

— adapted  from  Meharry 
Archives 


’k  Maupin  Jr, 

P  £^9  ,  identof 
'  Medical 

inaugurated 

John  E.  Maupin  Jr.  Sept.  10,1994. 
Dr.  Maupin,  former  executive 
vice  president  of  the  Morehouse 
School  of  Medicine  in  Atlanta, 
has  the  distinction  of  being  the 
first  Meharry  graduate  and  the 
second  dentist  to  head  the 
college.  He  succeeds  Dr.  David 
Satcher,  who  now  heads  the 
Centers  of  Disease  Control  in 
Atlanta. 

Dr.  Maupin  rises  to  the  chal¬ 
lenge  of  leading  Meharry 
Medical  College  with  skill  and 
confidence.  “Challenging  jobs 
give  me  energy,”  he  said.  “I  live 
off  challenges.  Without  them,  I'd 
probably  just  waste  away.” 


“Let  a  bloody  peace  be  written  in  the  sky. 


Dillard 

University 

Holocaust  scenes  grip  students 

by  Joan  Treadway 

Adam  Roussell,  a  student  at 
Dillard  University,  New  Orleans, 
was  unnerved  during  a  recent  trip  to 
Poland  when  he  noticed  bone  frag¬ 
ments  around  mass  graves  at 
Birkenau,  a  Nazi  death  camp  during 
World  Warn. 

Equally  horrifying  were  nearby 
sinkholes  that  he  learned  were 
created  by  the  decomposition  of 
human  ashes. 

“When  you  step  into  a  concentra¬ 
tion  camp,  it  doesn’t  set  in  on  you  at 
first.  As  you  walk  around  and  listen 
to  a  tour  guide  telling  about  what 
happened,  it  is  frightening,"  said  Mr. 
Roussell,  19,  who  is  studying  polit¬ 
ical  science  and  history. 

Mr.  Roussell,  a  New  Orleanian, 
and  Jason  Schneider,  also  19,  a 


Rust  College 

Students  like  Athena  Anderson  are  taught  disc  jockey  techniques,  then 
they  are  on  their  own.  WURC,  the  campus  radio  station,  provides  ample 
opportunities  for  students  to  become  on-air  personalities. 

Student  retention  is  a 
concern  at  Rust 
College,  Holly 
Springs,  Miss.  An 
aggressive  effort  has 
been  launched  to  keep 
and  improve  its  40 
percent  retention  rate. 
The  college  has  estab¬ 
lished  a 
student/mentor 
program,  a  mandatory 
internship  program,  a 
Black  Executive 

Exchange  Program  (BEEP),  and  classes  with  career  sensitive  units. 
Through  these  classes,  many  students  gain  work  experiences  at  IBM, 
Hewlett  Packard.Tandy  and  Disneyworld. 


native  of  Baton  Rouge  and  a  student 
at  Tulane  University,  were  chosen  by 
their  schools  to  participate  in  a  tour 
of  scenes  of  the  Holocaust,  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Jewish  Endowment 
foundation. 

"We  hoped  they  would  experi¬ 
ence  something  special  on  the  trip 
and  tell  others  about  it,"  foundation 
director  Saundra  Levy  said. 

During  the  trip,  Mr.  Schneider 
said,  “A  German  reporter  asked  me 
if  I  blamed  the  German  people  my 
age  for  what  their  grandfathers  had 
done.  I  said,  ‘No,  but  tell  your  chil¬ 
dren  and  your  friends  about  what 
your  ancestors  did.'  ” 

This  effort  compliments  the 
African  American/Jewish  coalition  at 
Dillard.  Now  in  its  sixth  year,  this 
coalition  sponsors  conferences  and 
programs  that  broaden  students’ 
vision  and  receives  support  from  the 
Black  College  Fund. 

— from  The  Times-Picayune, 
New  Orleans,  July  11.  1994 


Black  College  Fund 
Interns  Impress 
Conference  Audiences 

"Several  people  asked  for  her 
speech  to  be  printed.  I  had  her 
type  it  and  give  it  to  our  confer¬ 
ence  treasurer  to  be  included  in 
his  newsletter." 

— Marsha  Hileman, 
Northern  Illinois  Conference 

"Thanks  for  continuing  to  send  us 
the  very  best  of  the  Black  College 
Fund  interns!  What  a  gem!  We 
need  to  be  reminded  that  God  's 
children  come  in  a  variety  of 
shapes,  sizes  and  colors." 

—  Ray  Wagner 
Dakota  Conference 


Black  College  Fund  ambassadors 
Gina  Harkness  and  Walter  Lundy 
brought  these  exclamations  of  praise 
from  United  Methodists  who  met 
them  and  heard  them  speak  on  behalf 
of  the  fund  and  their  colleges.  The 
two  visited  conferences  for  the  Lina 
H.  McCord  Summer  Internship 
program.  This  promotional  program 
originated  nearly  15  years  ago  to 
personalize  what  happens  with  a 
general  church  apportioned  fund. 

Each  summer  students  travel 
throughout  annual  conferences  for 
approximately  eight  weeks  to 
promote  the  fund  and  the  schools 
related  to  it.  They  speak  to  congrega¬ 
tions,  Sunday  school  classes,  youth 
and  young  adult  groups,  and  district 
and  conference  gatherings. 


First-time  interns  become  ambas¬ 
sadors  when  they  itinerate  two  or 
more  years. 

Ms.  Harkness,  a  senior  from  Rust 
College,  Holly  Springs,  Miss.,  wants 
to  become  a  clinical  psychologist. 
She  visited  Kansas  West,  West 
Virginia,  Rocky  Mountain.  Western 
Pennsylvania  and  Northern  Illinois 
annual  conferences. 

Mr.  Lundy  visited  the  Southern 
New  England  and  Kentucky  annual 
conferences.  A  1992  graduate  of 
Bethune-Cookman  College,  he 
attends  Gammon  Seminary  at  the 
Interdenominational  Theological 
Center  (ITC)  in  Atlanta,  studying  to 
become  an  ordained  United 
Methodist  minister.  "I  am  more  than 
willing  to  do  what  I  can  to  tell  the 


story  of  the  contributions  and 
achievements  of  the  United 
Methodist  historically  Black  colleges 
and  universities  and  the  Black 
College  Fund,"  says  Mr.  Lundy. 

Last  summer  13  students — five 
interns  and  eight  ambassador 
scholars — visited  37  conferences. 
They  represented  the  more  than 
15,000  students  attending  the  1 1 
colleges  and  universities. 

This  linkage  between  students  and 
local  churches  has  benefited  the  fund 
by  giving  the  students  a  chance  to 
thank  people  in  person  for  paying 
their  apportioned  funds.  In  turn  it 
gives  church  members  a  chance  to  see 
the  beneficiaries  of  their  gifts — the 
lives  that  are  challenged  and  changed 
because  of  their  financial  efforts. 


A  SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


“Let  a  people  loving  freedom  come  to  growth.  ” 


Dr.  Shirley  A.  R.  Lewis  visits  with  members  of  the  Class  of  1998. 


Paine  College 

Former  Fund  Exec  Assumes 
Paine  College  presidency 

Shirley  A.  R.  Lewis,  a  former 
educational  executive  with  The 
United  Methodist  Church,  assumed 
duties  as  1 3th  president  of  Paine 
College  July  1,  1994.  Dr.  Lewis’s 
election  to  the  presidency  is  a  histor¬ 
ical  moment  in  the  life  of  the 
Augusta,  Ga.,  college  as  well  as  in 
the  grand  scheme  of  higher  learning. 
As  Paine  president,  she  joined  an 
elite  circle  of  African-American 
women  who  head  colleges  and 
universities  in  the  U.S. 

Prior  to  her  election.  Dr.  Lewis 
served  as  assistant  general  secretary 
for  the  General  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry  in  Nashville, 
Tenn.  In  this  capacity,  she  managed 
the  operation  of  the  Black  College 
Fund,  which  supports  a  consortium 
of  1 1  United  Methodist-related 
historically  Black  colleges,  including 
Paine  College. 

“The  achievements  of  Paine 
alumni  are  legendary,"  Dr.  Lewis 
said.  “Paine  was  ranked  seventh  in 
the  nation  for  producing  graduates 
who  went  on  to  obtain  doctorate 

President  Shirley  A.  R.  Lewis: 

" Paine  College  is  the  place  to  be! 

The  college 's  obvious  sense  of 
history  and  its  legacy  of  achieve¬ 
ment  continually  motivate  me." 


degrees.  A  Paine  student,  Geanne 
Pierre,  was  named  top  cooperative 
education  student  in  science  in  the 
state  of  Georgia. 

“This  is  excellent  for  a  small 
private  school  with  a  limited 
budget,”  she  added.  “We  fall  below 
most  of  our  sister  colleges  in  terms 
of  faculty  and  staff  salaries.  Our 
tuition  is  comparatively  low  And  our 
endowment  leaves  little  room  for 
flexability.  Nevertheless,  we  are 
doing  well.” 

Dr.  Lewis  indicated  that  plans  for 
renovations,  more  dormitories,  more 
student  facilities  and  programs,  and 
additional  support  staff  are  among 
the  immediate  needs.  “I  think  it  is 
absolutely  fantastic  that  we  do  so 
many  great  things  in  the  face  of  our 
many  needs.” 

— Adapted  from  Mark  Adkins’ 
article  in  the  Wesleyan  Christian 
Advocate ,  Oct.  21,  1994,  and 
Paine  Magazine, 
Fall/Winter  1994 


Ada  Jean  Jackson  began  another  facet  of  her 
education  career  as  assistant  general  secretary 
for  the  General  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry.  Now,  she  heads  the  Black  College 
Fund  and  Ethnic  Concerns  unit. 

Dr.  Jackson,  a  34-year  veteran  of  the 
Nashville  metropolitan  school  system,  earned 
bachelor's  and  master's  degrees  from  Tennessee 
State  University  in  Nashville,  a  specialist  in 
education  degree  from  George  Peabody  College 
for  Teachers,  and  a  doctorate  of  philosophy 
from  Vanderbilt  University. 

“I  see  this  position  as  a  chance  to  be  an  ambassador  for  black  colleges 
and  a  part  of  an  on-going  process  of  strengthening  The  United  Methodist 
Church.” 

Jackson  is  a  member  of  Gordon  Memorial  United  Methodist  Church 
and  succeeds  Shirley  A.  R.  Lewis,  who  left  the  position  after  eight  years  to 
become  president  of  Paine  College. 

Ideas  to  celebrate  the  BCF 


Here  are  some  ideas  to  help  your 
congregation  celebrate  the  1 1 
colleges  founded  by  The  United 
Methodist  Church  and  supported  by 
your  Black  College  Fund  apportion¬ 
ment. 

1 .  Organize  an  exhibit  in  your 
church  featuring  one  or  more  of  the 
colleges.  Contact  the  selected 
schools  to  obtain  catalogs, 
brochures,  yearbooks,  course  sched¬ 
ules,  photographs,  and  other  publica¬ 
tions.  Include  information  on  the 
history,  development  and  future 
plans  of  the  featured  colleges. 

2.  Invite  a  choir  from  one  of  the 
Black  colleges  to  sing  during  your 
worship  service  or  in  a  special 
concert,  perhaps  as  a  fund-raising 
activity.  Collaborate  with  other 
churches  in  your  district  or  confer¬ 
ence  to  sponsor  the  visit  and 
encourage  their  members'  atten¬ 
dance. 


3.  Ask  your  annual  conference 
council  on  ministries  to  sponsor  a 
Black  College  Fund  intern  or  a  Lina 
H.  McCord  Black  College  Fund 
student  ambassador  during  the 
summer  and  offer  your  church  as  a 
visitation  site.  Contact  the  Black 
College  Fund  office  for  more  infor¬ 
mation. 

4.  Arrange  to  have  a  BCF 
luncheon  or  banquet  to  celebrate 
your  conference's  support  of  the 
fund.  Each  year  the  New  York 
Annual  Conference  hosts  a  luncheon 
and  invites  speakers  and  entertain¬ 
ment.  This  20-year  tradition  began  at 
a  restaurant  in  Harlem  and  has 
grown  to  a  hotel  in  midtown  with 
more  than  500  attendees.  This  effort 
has  kept  Black  colleges  visible 
throughout  the  conference,  and  the 
apportioned  fund  has  grown  because 
people  recognize  the  fund  and  its 
importance. 


Wiley  College 

Ben  Vereer.,  actor,  entertainer  and 
motivational  speaker  inspired  more 
than  200  students  at  Wiley  College 
last  summer. 

In  Marshall,  Texas,  to  make  his 
appearance  for  the  1994-95  season 
opener  of  the  Marshall  Regional  Arts 
Council's  Performing  Arts  Center,  he 
told  students  the  best  road  to  success 


in  any  field  was  to  believe  they  could 
reach  their  goals. 

To  emphasize  that  point  he  related 
the  story  of  his  comeback  from  an 
accident  when  doctors  told  him  it 
would  be  three  years  before  he 
would  walk  again.  He  was  on  stage 
off  Broadway  just  10  months  later. 
He  said  the  time  had  come  for  racial 
unity,  not  racial  hostility  and  urged 
students  to  help  each  other  up — not 
hold  each  other  back. 


Nashville  Educator  to  Direct  the 
Black  College  Fund  Office 


Our  United  Methodist  historically  Black  colleges  are: 

•  Bennett  College 

•  Huston-Tillotson  College 

Greensboro,  NC  27401 

Austin,  TX  78702 

•  Bethune-Cookman  College 

•  Meharry  Medical  College 

Daytona  Beach,  FL  32015 

Nashville,  TN  37208 

•  Claflin  College 

•  Paine  College 

Orangeburg,  SC  29115 

Augusta,  GA  30910 

•  Clark  Atlanta  University 

•  Philander  Smith  College 

Atlanta,  GA  30314 

Little  Rock,  AR  72202 

•  Dillard  University 

•  Rust  College 

New  Orleans,  LA  70122 

Holly  Springs,  MS  38635 

•  Wiley  College 

Marshall,  TX  75670 

-4083444-295  / 1 00M  * 
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DON'T  CUT  AID:  A  senior  African 
church  leader  made  an  urgent  appeal  recently  to 
United  States  senators  in  an  attempt  to  stave 
off  Republican  proposals  to  slash  development 
assistance  to  Africa.  The  Rev.  Jose  Chipenda, 
general  secretary  of  the  All  Africa  Conference 
of  Churches,  warned  that  proposals  to  abolish 
the  African  Development  Foundation  and  the 
Development  Fund  for  Africa,  which  are  ex¬ 
pected  to  be  introduced  by  the  new  Republi¬ 
can  majority,  could  cost  Africa  more  than 
$800  million  in  development  aid.  The  council 
is  a  pan-African  ecumenical  organization  with 
147  member  churches,  including  Methodist-re¬ 
lated  churches,  in  38  African  countries. 

GUN  BUY-BACK  SUCCEEDS:  Five 

of  the  six  Oklahoma  City  churches  holding  a 
mid-December  gun-buy-back  program  were 
United  Methodist.  Coupons  good  for  $50  of 
toys,  food  or  jackets  were  given  in  exchange 
for  762  guns,  or  162  more  than  anticipated. 


TWO  YEARS'  LOSSES:  a  study  of  giv¬ 
ing  within  29  denominations,  titled  The  State 
of  Church  Giving  Through  1992,  found  that  to¬ 
tal  contributions  by  church  members,  including 
both  benevolences  and  congregational  finances, 
lost  ground  to  inflation  in  1991  and  1992.  This 
was  reportedly  the  first  time  in  25  years  that 
this  occurred  in  two  consecutive  years. 


RURAL  RESOURCES:  Resources  for 
Rural  Life  Sunday  on  the  1995  theme,  “God’s 
Gift  of  Shalom — Build  Community  Where  You 
Are,”  are  available  from  the  United  Methodist 
Rural  Fellowship,  108  Balow  Wynd,  Colum¬ 
bia,  MO  65203  for  $5. 

EVANGELISM  AWARDS:  The  United 

Methodist  Council  on  Evangelism,  meeting  re¬ 
cently  in  Seattle,  named  Charles  Colson,  head 
of  Prison  Fellowship  USA,  as  one  of  two  rece- 
pients  of  the  council’s  1995  Philip  Award  given 
to  one  United  Methodist  and  one  non-United 
Methodist  for  distinguished  contributions  in 
evangelism.  Mr.  Colson,  a  member  of  Colum¬ 
bia  Baptist  Church  in  Falls  Church,  Va.,  was 
cited  for  his  national  prison  ministry  and  its 
50,000  volunteers.  The  Rev.  Joe  Harding  of 
Nashville  received  the  Philip  Award  for  a  Unit- 
I ,  ed  Methodist.  He  was  cited  for  his  Growth 
Plus  and  Vision  2000  evangelism  programs. 
Vision  2000  is  used  by  30  of  the  church's  68 
,  regional  conferences. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Missionaries  safe  after  Japan  quake 


UMC  leaders  ponder  damage 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

Top  staff  executives  and  elected  directors  of  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  meeting  in  Manila,  the  Philippines,  last  week, 
approved  an  initial  relief  grant  of  $10,000  for  Japan. 

The  Rev.  Robert  Harman,  chief  executive  for  the  church’s  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  World  Division,  was  in  Toyko  en  route  to 
Manila  when  the  earthquake  hit  and  received  a  report  from  church 
leaders  there. 

Donations  can  be  made  to  UMCOR’s  International  Disaster  Re¬ 
sponse  fund,  designated  for  Advance  No.  982450-8.  Earmark  the  gifts 
for  Japan  earthquake. 

-DENISE  IOHNSON  STOVALL 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

All  40-some  United  Methodist 
mission  personnel  in  Japan  are 
reported  safe  following  last 
week’s  earthquake  that  killed  at 
least  4,914  people  and  injured 
25,500. 

According  to  the  Rev.  Jiro  Mi- 
zuno,  who  heads  the  Asia/Pacific 
office  at  the  church’s  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  mis¬ 
sionaries  in  the  Kobe  area  con¬ 
firmed  safe  are  Gilbert  and 
Maxine  Bascom,  Nobu  Imai- 
zumi,  Judy  Newton,  James  Joyce 
and  Morris  Saito. 

Mr.  Saito  lives  in  Kobe.  Mr. 
Joyce,  Ms.  Newton,  Mr.  Imai- 
zumi  and  the  Bascoms  live  in  Ni- 
shinomiyia,  a  town  near  Kobe. 
All  are  involved  in  educational 
work  in  the  surrounding  areas. 

Dr.  Mizuno  told  the  Reporter 
that  no  property  that  is  now 
United  Methodist  was  destroyed 
in  Kobe.  However,  “we  have  had 
an  historical  relationship  [with 
the  damaged  churches]  for  sever¬ 
al  years.” 

He  said  that  in  1940  Methodist 
churches  merged  with  other  Prot¬ 
estant  congregations  to  form 
what  is  now  The  United  Church 
of  Christ  in  Japan,  also  known  in 
the  ecumenical  community  as 
the  Kyodan. 

The  Rev.  Takanori  Fujiwara, 
general  secretary  for  the  Kyodan, 


reported  to  Global  Ministries 
staff  that  “there  seems  to  be 
much  damage  to  churches  and 
church  members’  homes. 

“We  know  less  about  the  dam¬ 
age  to  private  homes  than  to 
churches  and  parsonages.  Some 
are  within  one  structure,”  he 
said. 

Dr.  Takanori  said  confirmed 
damage  includes: 

✓  Six  churches/parsonages  de¬ 
stroyed; 

/  Seven  churches/parsonages 
heavily  damaged  and 

/  Nine  churches/parsonages 
with  collapsed  walls  or  ceilings. 

Churches  that  weathered  the 
earthquake  in  the  Osaka,  Kyoto 
and  Kyodan  districts  are  being 
used  for  emergency  relief  efforts. 

Dr.  Mizuno  said  that  damaged 


United  Methodist-related  church 
property  includes  Kobe  Joga- 
kuin,  a  girls’  junior  college  for¬ 
merly  related  to  the  Women’s 
Division. 

Another  church-related  school 
damaged  was  Kwansei  Gakuin 
School,  a  university  where  the 
missionaries  teach.  Another 
school,  Palmore  Institute  in 
Kobe,  is  reported  safe. 

Within  hours  after  the  quake, 
the  United  Methodist  who  coor¬ 
dinates  ecumenical  ministries  in 
Japan  was  desperately  trying  to 
contact  church  leaders  in  that 
country  to  compile  a  list  of  emer¬ 
gency  needs. 

Patricia  Patterson,  director  of 
the  Japan-North  American  Com¬ 
mission  on  Cooperative  Mission, 
was  fielding  inquiries  from 


North  American  denominations 
involved  in  that  ministry.  Be¬ 
sides  The  United  Methodist 
Church,  commission  members 
are  two  churches  from  Japan, 
two  from  Canada  and  four  from 
the  U.S.: 

In  Canada: 

•  The  United  Church; 

•  The  Presbyterian  Church. 

In  the  U.S.: 

•  The  United  Church  of  Christ; 

•  The  Presbyterian  Church 
(U.S.A.); 

•  Christian  Church  (Disciples 
of  Christ); 

•  Reformed  Church  in  Ameri¬ 
ca. 

In  Japan: 

•  Korean  Christian  Church; 

•  United  Church  of  Christ. 

A  Global  Ministries  mission¬ 
ary  and  former  area  executive  for 
the  church’s  Asian  office,  Ms. 
Patterson  is  helping  officials  of 
the  National  Council  of  the 
Churches  in  Christ  in  the  U.S.A. 
assess  church  property  damage. 

Also,  leaders  of  a  Japanese  ec¬ 
umenical  organization  have 
made  an  international  appeal  to 
help  Koreans  living  in  Japan  but 
ignored  following  the  recent 
quake. 

The  National  Christian  Coun¬ 
cil  in  Japan  said  an  estimated 
60,000  Koreans  and  other  un¬ 
documented  migrant  workers 
live  in  the  Kobe  area. 


UMC-supported 
ministries  damaged  by 


Earthquake 
in  Japan 


Preliminary  reports  show 
that  the  recent  Kobe.  Japan  „] 
7.2  magnitude  (Richter  scale) 
earthquake  damaged  or 
destroyed  22  of  the  192 
churches  In  the  Kobe 
District  of  the  United 
Church  of  Christ  In 
Japan,  known  as 
the 


Pacific  Ocean 


The  Kyodan  Is  supported 
7  by  the  United  Methodist  Church 
and  six  other  denominations  In 
Canada  and  the  United  States. 


How  you  can  help; 
Forward  contributions 
through  your  conference 
treasurer  to  UMCOR. 
Mark  checks:  "Advance 
#982450,  International 
disasters." 


Source:  Japan-North  American 
Commission  on  Cooperative 
Mission,  UMCOR. 

UMR  MAP  BY  DEBRA  MCKNIGHT 


Japan  mission  partners  tell  of  disruptions ,  hunger 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

“When  something  happens  to 
another  country  and  you  know 
someone  there,  it  changes  your 
whole  perspective  about  our 
ministry,”  says  Peggy  Kwoko  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Oak  Ridge,  Tenn. 

Ms.  Kwoko  and  members  of  her 
church’s  social  concerns  commit¬ 
tee  were  in  shock  last  week  after 
learning  that  Japan’s  kiUer  earth¬ 
quake  in  Kobe  has  disrupted  the 
lives  of  20  coUege  students  they 
support  in  nearby  Nishinomiya. 

For  the  past  seven  years,  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Oak  Ridge  congrega-' 


tion  have  housed  students 
visiting  the  United  States  from 
Seiwa  Christian  College. 

The  Kwokos  formed  a  rela¬ 
tionship  with  one  student,  Yoko 
Maeyama,  when  she  stayed  with 
them  in  1992.  She  returned  to 
the  U.S.  on  her  own  to  visit  the 
family  in  1994  and  has  kept  in 
contact  with  the  Kwokos  even  af¬ 
ter  graduation  from  the  school. 

“We  talked  with  the  students  by 
phone,”  said  Ms.  Kwoko.  “They 
say  they  are  all  hungry.  The  Japa¬ 
nese  government  has  had  prob¬ 
lems  getting  emergency  food  into 
the  country  because  the  railway 
system  and  the  roads  are  out. 


“The  students  said  that  they 
are  getting  only  a  cup  of  rice  a 
day — and  they  are  giving  that  to 
their  grandmothers.  They  have  to 
stand  in  line  for  water.  They 
don’t  have  any  gas.  I  wish  there 
was  something  we  could  do.’ 

Another  United  Methodist 
contacted  by  a  survivor  of  the  Ja¬ 
pan  earthquake  was  the  Rev.  Jiro 
Mizuno,  area  executive  for  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Asia/Pacific  office 
at  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries. 

The  Rev.  Robert  M.  Fukada,  a 
35-year  veteran  of  the  mission 
field  who  teaches  at  the  School  of 


Theology  at  Doshisha  University 
in  Kyoto,  Japan,  said  his  home  is 
an  hour  away  from  Kobe. 

But  he  and  his  wife  Laura  were 
“jolted  out  of  bed”  at  5:46  a.m. 
on  Jan.  17  from  the  “severe  shak¬ 
ing,  rumbling  and  swaying.” 

“Kobe  is — rather  was — a 
beautiful  port  city,  rich  in  a  mix¬ 
ture  of  different  cultures  and  eth¬ 
nic  heritage,”  said  Mr.  Fukada. 
“This  was  where  my  father  was 
born  in  1901  and  where  our  son 
Allen  went  to  high  school  at  Ca¬ 
nadian  Academy. 

“Many  churches,  not  only  of 
the  United  Church  of  Christ  in 
Japan  but  of  many  denomina¬ 


tions,  are  either  destroyed  or 
heavily  damaged,”  he  said. 

“Kobe  Kiko  Church,  a  historic 
brick  building  with  a  Methodist 
background,  is  just  about  totally 
destroyed. 

“It  is  a  cold  season,  but  many 
people  are  keeping  their  hearts 
warm  in  this  tragic  situation.  We 
ask  you  to  pray  for  them  and  for 
Japan  so  that  this  country  can 
make  this  a  creative  opportunity 
to  learn  and  define  what  values 
should  be  truly  cherished  in  or¬ 
der  to  make  this  society  richly 
human.” 

-DENISE  IOHNSON  STOVALL 


Starting  out  young 


NEW  MEXICO  ANNUAL  CONFERENCE  PHOTO 


MARATHON,  Texas — Stewardship  may  prove  to  be  a  vocation 
for  18-month-old  Lyndi  Shackelford.  The  little  girl  “wants  to 
help  take  the  collection"  every  time  she's  in  church,  said  the 
Rev.  Terry  Ann  Moore,  pastor  of  First  United  Methodist  Church 
of  Marathon.  Here  Lyndi  received  an  offering  from  Sabine 
Comstock  while  Lonnie  and  Jennifer  Avery  watch.  Lyndi, 
daughter  of  Lyn  and  Shari  Shackelford,  comes  by  her  love  of 
church  work  naturally.  She's  the  fifth  generation  of  her  family 
to  be  active  in  the  Marathon  congregation. 


Pared-down  structure  proposed  for  UMC 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

DAYTON,  Ohio— What  if  the 
structure  of  your  local  United 
Methodist  congregation  were  re¬ 
duced  to  three  “service  areas”  and 
two  councils  for  decision-making 
and  “shared  vision”? 

An  “interactive  framework”  of 
those  five  components  is  being  pro¬ 
posed  for  all  levels  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church.  The  proposal  is 
part  of  an  interim  report  of  a  study 
of  “connectional  issues”  being  con¬ 
ducted  by  the  churchwide  General 
Council  on  Ministries. 

“Connectional  issues”  is  the 
United  Methodist  term  for  the  ways 
in  which  various  parts  of  the 
church — local,  regional  and  inter¬ 
national — work  together. 

As  proposed  by  the  interim  re¬ 
port,  the  three  service  units  for  all 
levels  would  be: 

■  Mission  and  ministry 

■  Leadership 

■  Administrative  and  fiscal. 

At  the  national  (U.S.)  level,  these 
three  units  would  be  intended  to  em¬ 
body  functions  now  assigned  to  13 
churchwide  agencies  and  to  29  agen¬ 
cies  required  in  each  U.S.  region 
known  as  an  annual  conference. 

Regions  of  the  church  outside  the 
United  States  are  allowed  by  the 
church’s  Book  of  Discipline  to  struc¬ 
ture  themselves  as  they  see  fit. 

The  report  proposes  that  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  37,000  local  congre¬ 
gations  also  be  similarly  structured. 

The  plan  proposes  two  additional 
bodies,  one  for  decision-making, 
the  other  for  “shared  vision.” 

They  are: 

✓  A  “Council  of  Consensus” 


Baptists  won't  host  WCC  meeting  after  all 


Religion  News  Service 

The  World  Council  of  Churches’ 
central  committee  will  not  meet  at 
the  National  Baptist  Convention 
USA  Inc.’s  Nashville  headquarters 
because  of  the  confusion  that  fol¬ 
lowed  the  denomination’s  election 
of  a  new  leader  last  September. 

The  National  Baptist  Conven¬ 


tion— the  nation’s  largest  predomi¬ 
nantly  black  denomination — had 
been  scheduled  to  host  the  meeting 
of  the  158-member  central  commit¬ 
tee  in  September  1995. 

The  committee  is  the  World 
Council’s  decision-making  body  be¬ 
tween  general  assemblies  held  ap¬ 
proximately  every  seven  years. 

The  plan  to  meet  in  Nashville  ran 


/  A  “House  of  Hearing.” 

C.  David  Lundquist,  chief  execu¬ 
tive  of  the  General  Council  on  Min¬ 
istries,  described  this  proposal  as  an 
attempt  at  the  discernment  of 
God’s  will  for  the  church  which  is 
fundamental  to  the  interim  plan. 

Provide  communications 

The  Council  of  Consensus,  made 
up  of  members  from  each  of  the 
three  service  units,  would  provide 
communication  and  interaction 
among  them. 

The  council  would  be  the  decision- 
and  policy-making  body  for  the 
church  at  each  level.  It  would  also 
seek  to  “provide  clarification,  com¬ 
munication,  confirmation,  coordina¬ 
tion,  evaluation  and  mediation.” 

The  House  of  Hearing,  described 
as  the  “heart  of  the  interactive  orga¬ 
nization,”  would  bring  people  to¬ 
gether  to  “listen,  consider  and 
discuss  the  evolving  vision  and  mis¬ 


sion  of  the  church.” 

The  House  of  Hearing  at  each 
church  level  would  have  member¬ 
ship  derived  from  the  Council  of 
Consensus.  It  would  perform  func¬ 
tions  of  “contemplating,  creating, 
critiquing,  discerning,  envisioning, 
evaluating  and  listening.” 

Other  proposals 

The  report  also  proposes  to: 

•  Merge  churchwide  agencies  into 
the  three  service  units  between 
1996  and  2000; 

•As  a  result  of  the  merger,  re¬ 
duce  the  number  of  people  serving 
as  governing  members  of  the  13 
churchwide  agencies,  currently 
about  950,  by  about  50  percent. 

•  Reduce  the  size  of  general  agen¬ 
cy  staffs  by  a  percentage  yet  to  be 
determined.  According  to  records 
of  the  church’s  General  Board  of 
Pension  and  Health  Benefits,  gener¬ 
al  agency  staff  members  now  num¬ 


ber  about  1,200,  excluding  staff  of 
the  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House,  missionaries  and  consul¬ 
tants  and  part-time  employees  who 
do  not  receive  benefits. 

Transition  costs  for  this  reorgani¬ 
zation  are  proposed  to  be  borne  by 
the  budgets  of  the  churchwide  gen¬ 
eral  agencies,  the  report  states. 

The  1 9-member  General  Council 
on  Ministries  “connectional  issues” 
task  force,  chaired  by  Bette  Trum- 
ble  of  Springfield,  Neb.,  released  its 
preliminary  report  Jan.  9.  The  14- 
page  report  was  sent  first  to  the  133 
governing  members  of  the  agency 
and  is  being  distributed  widely  to 
other  leaders  across  the  church  for 
reflection  and  comment. 

Recommendations  in  the  interim 
report  are  not  final,  Ms.  Trumble 
said.  The  entire  general  council’s 
membership  will  discuss  the  report 
at  its  next  meeting  in  Houston  April 
22-26. 


into  “logistical  and  practical”  diffi¬ 
culties,  according  to  World  Council 
officials  in  Geneva. 

In  September,  in  an  upset  elec¬ 
tion,  the  Baptist  body  elected  the 
Rev.  Henry  Lyons  as  its  president. 
But  the  election  was  contested  in 
the  secular  courts,  throwing  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  administrative  opera¬ 
tions  into  turmoil. 


Interactive  Framework 
for  Mission  and  Ministry 
of  the  UMC  in  the 

Annual  Conference  \  2  1  St  Ceiltliry 


An  interim  report  of  the 
churchwide  committee  studying' 
how  to  restructure  The  United 
Methodist  Church  has  proj>osed 
this  "interactive  framework" 
for  all  levels  of  the  church.  The 
report  is  being  distributed 
across  the  church  along  with  a 
request  for  feedback  by  mail, 
fax  (513)  227-9407,  or  voice 
(513)  227-9456. 


1  Council  of  Consensus 
I  I  louse  of  I  learing 
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Faith  at  work 


Faith 

-connections 

BALL  AWARDS:  The  Methodist  Federa¬ 
tion  for  Social  Action,  meeting  Jan.  5-8  in 
Homestead,  Fla.,  presented  the  Lee  and  Mae 
Ball  Awards  for  social  action  to  the  Rev.  Frank¬ 
lin  P.  Smith  of  Largo,  Fla.,  and  Polly  Lassiter 
Cook  of  Miami.  Mr.  Smith  was  cited  for  his 
work  in  civil  rights,  migrant  and  Hispanic 
ministries  and  Ms.  Cook  for  her  ecumenical 
work,  ecological  commitment  and  long  service 
in  campus  ministry  at  the  University  of  Miami 
and  the  Tampa  United  Methodist  Centers. 

MORAL  WITNESS:  Bishop  Hae-Jong 

Kim  (Western  New  York)  has  issued  a  letter  to 
United  Methodists  urging  immediate  action  in 
opposing  the  death  penalty  in  keeping  with  the 
Social  Principles  of  the  denomination.  Because 
of  New  York  Governor  George  Pataki’s  cam¬ 
paign  to  seek  quick  passage  of  a  death  penalty 
bill,  petitions  are  being  circulated  among  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  congregations  for  signatures. 


NEW  PRINCIPAL::  The  Rev.  Ian  Steh- 

bens  has  been  appointed  principal  of  Pacific 
College  for  Evangelism  in  Sydney,  Australia.  A 
Uniting  Church  pastor  from 
Queensland,  he  will  direct 
the  college  beginning  March 
1995.  Mr.  Stehbens  has  lec¬ 
tured  in  Papua  New  Guinea, 
the  Philippines,  England, 

China  and  New  Zealand. 

The  former  principal,  the 
Rev.  Alan  Walker,  has  been 
designated  principal 
and  will  continue  to  serve  the 
college  and  lecture  in  its  courses. 


SINGERS  FROM  BERLIN:  The  United 

Methodist  Singers,  a  choir  from  Berlin,  Germa¬ 
ny,  begins  their  second  tour  of  the  U.S.  Feb. 
10-24  to  promote  awareness  of  and  education 
about  Africa  University.  The  “Celebrating  Afri¬ 
ca  University”  concert  tour  includes  Mary¬ 
land;  Washington,  D.C.;  Virginia,  North  and 
South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Alabama  and  Flori¬ 
da.  Proceeds  from  the  tour  support  music  fac¬ 
ulty  programs  at  Africa  University. 


Two  views  on  evangelism: 
From  apocalyptic  to  hopeful 


" Somehow  the  passion  of  those  who  wrote 
hymns  like  7  Love  to  Tell  the  Story'  a  century 
ago  has  become  obscured." 

— the  Rev.  Alan  K.  Waltz 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BV  DANIEL  R.  GANCLER 

SEATTLE — Evangelist  Billy  Isidoro  of  Farmington,  N.  Mex., 
plays  Christian  rock  during  the  United  Methodist  Evangelism 
Council  meeting  Jan.  4-7.  Much  of  the  music  at  the  gathering 
was  upbeat  and  electronic  (see  accompanying  story  about  two 
noted  speakers). 


By  DANIEL  R.  GANGLER 

Associate  Editor 

SEATTLE — Two  varying 
views  on  evangelism — one  apoc¬ 
alyptic,  the  other  hopeful — were 
voiced  during  the  recent  40th  an¬ 
niversary  United  Methodist 
Council  of  Evangelism. 

Both  the  Rev.  Alan  K.  Waltz  of 
the  church’s  General  Board  of 
Discipleship  and  Bishop  Calvin 
D.  McConnell  (Seattle  Area) 
painted  a  bleak  picture  of  Ameri¬ 
can  society. 

But  as  regards  United  Method¬ 
ist  evangelistic  efforts,  Dr.  Waltz 
focused  on  a  lack  of  urgency 
while  Bishop  McConnell  shared 
observations  about  where  shifts 
need  to  be  made  in  the  church’s 
evangelism  towards  an  interven¬ 
tion  in  people’s  lives. 


Reporter  staff  special 

SEATTLE — Janet  Narum,  a 
lay  employee  in  children’s  minis¬ 
try  at  Pioneer  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Walla  Walla,  Wash., 
and  a  member  of  the  United 
Methodist  Council  on  Evange¬ 
lism  executive  committee,  says 
signs  of  change  are  evident  in 
evangelism  within  The  United 
Methodist  Church. 

She  pointed  to  an  increase  in 
lay  participation  in  evangelism 
events  such  as  the  recent  council 
gathering  and  to  an  increase  of 
women  in  leadership. 

Ms.  Narum  said  she  grew  up  in 
The  United  Methodist  Church 


“One  look  at  our  society — we 
can  see  that  it’s  later  than  we 
think,”  Dr.  Waltz  said  to  some 
550  lay  and  clergy  participants. 

Dr.  Waltz  asserted  that  The 
United  Methodist  Church  as  a 
whole  is  closing  an  average  of 
about  one  congregation  per  day, 
as  part  of  a  25-year  membership 
decline. 

“Somehow  the  passion  of 
those  who  wrote  hymns  like  ‘1 
Love  to  Tell  the  Story’  a  century 
ago  has  become  obscured.” 

United  Methodists  keep  put- 


during  the  1960s  when  little  at¬ 
tention  was  paid  to  the  Bible  or 
to  evangelism  in  church  school 
and  youth  groups. 

She  said  her  church  “empha¬ 
sized  love  but  did  not  explain 
that  I  could  know  Jesus  Christ.” 

She  further  said  that  she  is  ac¬ 
tive  in  evangelism  “because  I 
want  the  youths  in  our  church  to 
have  this  relationship  with  Jesus 
Christ.” 

“The  United  Methodist 
Church  knows  how  to  take  care 
of  people,  but  we  still  need  to 
know  Jesus  Christ,”  she  said. 

—DANIEL  R.  GANGLER 


ting  off  their  responsibility  as 
evangelists  sharing  the  Christian 
faith,  waiting  for  the  right  time, 
Dr.  Waltz  contended,  adding 
that  God  will  judge  such  procras¬ 
tination  as  failure. 

“That’s  what  has  gone  out  of 
Methodism.  We  don’t  have  a 
sense  of  urgency.  We  simply 
can’t  sit  back  and  wait,  because 
there  are  eternal  consequences,” 
he  said. 

Focus  on  secular  culture 

Bishop  McConnell,  on  the  other 
hand,  focused  on  evangelism  in  to¬ 
day’s  secular  culture,  one  that  is 
unfamiliar  with  Christianity. 

The  environment  around  evan¬ 
gelism  today,  he  said,  is  one  of 
“shifting  morals,  shifting  patterns 
of  life.  No  one  is  to  blame  and  at 
the  same  time  we’re  all  to  blame.” 

During  the  first  of  two  morn¬ 
ing  Bible  studies  based  on  Paul’s 
letters  to  the  churches  in  the  New 
Testament,  the  bishop  said  the 
church  of  today  must  think  in 
new  ways. 

“There  are  some  old  committees 
on  membership  and  evangelism,  as 
well  as  parts  of  our  evangelism  that 
have  not  been  remodeled,”  said 
Bishop  McConnell. 

He  likened  the  church’s  cur¬ 
rent  situation  to  a  “crisis  of  re¬ 
modeling.”. 

“We  believe  the  message  of 
Christ  but  we  don’t  know  how  to 
share  it,”  he  said. 


“We  need  to  invite  people 
back  to  church  or  invite  them  for 
the  first  time.  There  are  people 
out  there  who  are  going  to  hell  in 
a  hand  basket.  And  yet  we  know 
that  Christ  lives  among  us!” 

During  his  second  Bible  study 
session  Bishop  McConnell  con¬ 
tended  that  Americans  live  in  a 
crisis-ridden  culture. 

“How  do  you  evangelize  in  an 
age  that  doesn’t  seem  to  need 
God,  in  an  age  that  doesn’t  see  a 
need  to  be  saved?”  he  asked. 

Bishop  McConnell’s  solution  is 
“interventional  evangelism.”  By 
that,  he  said,  he  means  for  Chris¬ 


tians  to  identify  and  enter  into 
the  pain  others  are  experiencing, 
giving  witness  to  faith  in  Christ 
as  being  central  to  existence. 

“The  redeeming  power  of 
Christ  is  [available]  in  every 
death-dealing  situation,”  the 
bishop  asserted. 

As  evangelists,  United  Meth¬ 
odists  must  “name  the  mover” 
by  giving  God  the  credit  for  in¬ 
tervening  in  the  lives  of  others. 

“And  we  need  to  offer  prayer 
to  those  we  help  as  well  as  invite 
them  into  our  community  of 
faith,”  he  said. 


Children's  minister  says 
signs  of  change  evident 


MISSION  OF  PEACE:  The  12-state 
United  Methodist  Northeastern  Jurisdictional 
Council  on  Youth  Ministries  sponsored  a  “Mis¬ 
sion  of  Peace”  to  India  Dec.  27-Jan.  14.  Youths 

visited  United  Methodist  ministries  and 
churches,  spent  time  with  Indian  families,  vis¬ 
ited  Mother  Theresa’s  Sisters  of  Charity  mis¬ 
sion  and  toured  the  Taj  Mahal.  Their  itinerary 
included  Bombay,  Bangalore,  Delhi  and  Cal¬ 
cutta. 

VETERANS  AWARD:  The  Rev.  Hugh  A. 
Maddry  Jr.,  chief  of  chaplain  service  at  the 
Veterans  Affairs  Medical  Center  in  Mountain 
Home,  Tenn.,  and  a  clergy  member  of  the 
United  Methodist  Kansas  East  regional  confer¬ 
ence,  has  received  an  award  for  excellence  in 
chaplain  service  from  the  secretary  of  veterans 
affairs. 

HEALTH  DIRECTORY  ISSUED:  The 

United  Methodist  Association  of  Health  and 
Welfare  Ministries  recently  released  the  Na¬ 
tional  Directory  of  Health  Care  and  Human 
Service  Ministries.  The  1 48-page  directory  lists 
by  state  United  Methodist-related  retirement 
and  long  term  care  communities,  hospitals, 
child  care  and  family  service  organizations  and 
community  based  ministries. 


Congregation  opens  doors  to  flood-hit  families 


For  more  than  4  week,  the  church — in 
cooperation  with  the  Red  Cross — offered  hot 
meals,  cots,  personal  hygiene  supplies  and 
counseling  for  up  to  300  people  a  day. 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

As  Californians  mop  up  and 
dig  out  from  the  aftermath  of  de¬ 
structive  rain  and  flooding  in 
early  January,  at  least  one  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  congregation  is  re¬ 
ceiving  high  praise  for  providing 
food,  shelter  and  support  for 
hundreds  of  flood  victims. 

On  Jan.  17,  volunteers  at  Rio 
Linda  Community  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  found  more  perma¬ 
nent  quarters  for  the  last  of  the 
families  forced  to  take  shelter  in 
the  church’s  fellowship  hall  after 
their  homes  were  flooded. 

For  more  than  a  week,  the 
church — in  cooperation  with  the 
Red  Cross — offered  hot  meals, 
cots,  personal  hygiene  supplies 
and  counseling  for  up  to  300  peo¬ 
ple  a  day. 

Rio  Linda,  north  of  Sacramen¬ 
to,  was  one  of  several  churches  in 
California  whose  daily  routine 


was  altered  by  severe  rains  and 
flooding. 

According  to  John  Culbert,  a  lay 
member  of  the  Rio  Linda  church 
and  coordinator  of  its  flood-re¬ 
sponse  team,  the  pastors  were  ap¬ 
proached  by  a  local  firefighters’ 
auxiliary  to  open  a  temporary 
shelter  for  flood  victims,  police  of¬ 
ficers  and  rescue  workers. 

The  Red  Cross  provided  cots 
and  blankets.  Food  and  other 
supplies  “just  poured  in”  from 
individual  and  corporate  donors, 
Mr.  Culbert  said. 

The  185-member  church, 
which  normally  operates  a 
clothes  closet,  gave  clothes  to 


people,  many  of  whom  lost  ev¬ 
erything  to  mud  and  water. 

“Some  just  left  home  with  the 
clothes  on  their  backs,”  Mr.  Cul¬ 
bert  said. 

Church  volunteers  operated  the 
24-hour  center  for  several  days  un¬ 
til  the  displaced  persons  found 
housing  with  friends  and  family. 

The  church  will  continue  as  a 
service  center  for  the  Red  Cross, 
distributing  cleanup  supplies,  de¬ 
ploying  volunteers  and  building 
supplies  and  providing  counsel¬ 
ing  to  stressed  victims,”  Mr.  Cul¬ 
bert  said. 

The  Rev.  Craig  Paterson  of  Val¬ 
lejo,  Calif.,  disaster  response  coor¬ 


dinator  for  the  church’s 
Califomia-Nevada  regional  con¬ 
ference,  said  Red  Cross  officials 
gave  high  marks  to  Rio  Linda 
church  for  its  assistance  to  people 
touched  by  the  recent  flooding. 

Other  congregations  cited  by 
the  Red  Cross  were  Colusa  and 
Red  Bluff  United  Methodist 
Churches,  which  also  provided 
meals  and  supplies  to  people  in 
need,  Mr.  Paterson  said. 

In  the  Califomia-Nevada  con¬ 
ference,  people  in  six  of  the  con¬ 
ference’s  seven  districts  saw  their 
homes  and  church  properties 
damaged  and  neighbors  and 
loved  ones  injured. 

In  the  church’s  Los  Angeles 
area  (California-Pacific  regional 
conference),  flood  water  dam¬ 
aged  at  least  four  churches,  said 
the  Rev.  Don  Inloes,  conference 
director  of  emergency  response. 

The  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Relief  is  receiving  do¬ 


nations  through  its  Domestic  / 
Disaster  Response,  Advance  No. 
901670-1,  California  Floods. 


RENEWAL  IN  WILDERNESS 
RING  LAKE  RANCH 


an  ecumenical  retreat  center  nestled  in  the  mag¬ 
nificent  Wind  River  Range  ottering  educational  and 
recreational  opportunities  for  clergy,  laity  and  their 
families. 

•  Outstanding  Summer  Seminars  with 
Distinguished  Leaders 

•  Horseback  Riding,  Hiking,  Fishing,  Canoeing 

•  Relaxed  Family  Atmosphere 

NOW  ACCEPTING  REGISTRATIONS  FOR  1995 

For  more  information  Summer  address 

Write  to  Winter  ottice:  Ring  Lake  Ranch 

Ring  Lake  Ranch  P.0.  Box  806 

P.0.  Box  420435  Dubois,  WY  8251 3 

San  Francisco,  CA  94142  (307)455-2663 


Church/Society  staff  plan  advocacy  in  Congress 


By  SHANTA  BRYANT 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

WASHINGTON— In  the  midst  of 
political  changes  sweeping  Capitol 
Hill,  the  staff  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  General  Board  of  Church  and  So¬ 
ciety  has  released  plans  for  “witness 
and  action  on  social  issues”  during 
the  104th  Congress. 

This  Congress  will  provide  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  with  “both  a  chal¬ 
lenge  and  an  opportunity  to  engage 
in  moral  debate  and  to  participate 
in  advocacy  efforts  to  exert  strong 
ethical  influence  upon  their  elected 
officials,”  said  the  Rev.  Thom 
White  Wolf  Fassett,  the  board’s 
chief  executive. 

The  church’s  Social  Principles, 
Mr.  Fassett  noted,  emphasize  that 
governments  are  responsible  for 
“the  protection  of  the  rights  of  the 
people  ...  to  the  freedoms  of 
speech,  religion,  assembly  . . .  and 
to  the-guarantee  of  the  rights  to  ade- 


77ms  Congress  will  provide  United  Methodists  with 
"both  a  challenge  and  an  opportunity  to  engage  in 
moral  debate  and  to  participate  in  advocacy  efforts 
to  exert  strong  ethical  influence  upon  their  elected 
officials." 

— the  Rev.  Thom  White  Wolf  Fassett 


quate  food,  clothing,  shelter,  educa¬ 
tion,  and  health  care.” 

Proposed  and  pending  legislation 
for  the  104th  Congress  will  affect  the 
provision  of  basic  needs  of  American 
citizens  and  people  throughout  the 
world,  Mr.  Fassett  said. 

As  a  result,  he  said,  the  social  ac¬ 
tion  agency  will  particularly  advo¬ 
cate  and  urge  action  on  the 
positions  of  the  church  relating  to 
family  life,  welfare  reform,  fiscal  re¬ 
sponsibility  and  taxes,  anti-crime 
actions,  legal  reform,  national  secu¬ 
rity  and  the  environment. 


The  church,  he  reiterated,  is 
called  to  support  policies  and  pro¬ 
grams  deemed  to  be  just  and  com¬ 
passionate  and  to  oppose  policies 
and  programs  which  are  not. 

Mr.  Fassett  stressed  that  the 
Church  and  Society  board  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  mobilize  its  members  to  “ad¬ 
vocate  for  civic  righteousness  that 
establishes  justice  for  the  poor  and 
oppressed  in  the  United  States  and 
the  world.”  This  includes  working  for 
change  in  unjust  systems,  he  added. 

The  church’s  Social  Principles, 
which  are  subject  to  revision  every 


four  years  by  the  legislating  General 
Conference,  also  underscore  the 
need  for  citizen  participation  in  the 
processes  of  government  and  inter¬ 
action  between  church  and  state. 

Church  and  Society  is  calling  on 
United  Methodists  to  stay  informed 
about  the  new  congressional  agenda 
and  to  weigh  congressional  legisla¬ 
tive  initiatives  against  fundamental 
beliefs  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church. 

In  addition,  individuals  and 
groups  within  the  church  are  en¬ 
couraged  to  consider  steps  they 
might  take  “to  keep  before  the 
members  of  Congress  our  concern 
for  justice  and  our  belief  in  the  val¬ 
ue  of  each  person  as  a  child  of 
God,”  Mr.  Fassett  said. 

Ms.  Bryant  is  program  director  of 
communications  for  the  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of  Church 
and  Society  and  associate  editor  of 
Christian  Social  Action  magazine. 


National  religion  news  correspondent  named 


Religion  News  Service 

WASHINGTON— Adelle  M. 
Banks,  former  religion  writer  for  The 
Orlando  Sentinel,  has  been  named 
national  correspondent  for  Religion 
News  Service  in  Washington. 

Ms.  Banks  will  cover  a  variety  of 
issues  for  RNS,  with  special  empha¬ 
sis  on  evangelical  Protestants  and  is¬ 
sues  involving  women  and  minorities. 


From  1988  to  1994,  Ms.  Banks, 
32,  was  religion  reporter  at  The 
Orlando  Sentinel.  Earlier,  she 
worked  as  a  reporter  at  the  Provi¬ 
dence  Journal  and  Evening  Bulletin 
and  the  Syracuse  Herald-Journal 
and  Herald  American. 

In  Orlando,  Mr.  Banks  wrote  ex¬ 
tensively  about  the  role  of  religion 
in  contemporary  life. 


Among  the  projects  she  completed 
there  were  an  analysis  of  the  growing 
religious  diversity  of  the  Orlando 
area;  the  convergence  of  psychology 
and  religion  in  the  Christian  counsel¬ 
ing  of  victims  of  Hurricane  Andrew; 
and  the  nascent  bonds  between 
Christians,  Muslims  and  Jews. 

Her  essay  on  what  news  media 
need  to  learn  about  covering  his¬ 


torically  black  denominations  was 
published  in  the  summer  1993  edi¬ 
tion  of  Harvard  University’s  Nie- 
man  Reports. 

Ms.  Banks  is  a  1984  graduate  of 
Mount  Holyoke  College  in  South 
Hadley,  Mass.,  and  was  a  1993  fel¬ 
low  in  the  religion  program  of  the 
University  of  Maryland’s  Knight 
Center  for  Specialized  Journalism. 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  $1.40  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per 
insertion,  $28.00  minimum  charge  for  up  to  20 
words.  Blind  ads  $21.00  plus  $1 1.20  for  the  8 
words  to  insert  our  contact  information.  Cash 
must  accompany  order  except  on  contract  ad¬ 
vertising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in  ad¬ 
vance. 

DIRECTOR  OF  SPIRITUAL  FORMATION/ 
Worship  for  Scarritt-Bennett  Center,  Nash¬ 
ville,  Tennessee  Conference  and  retreat  center 
for  laity.  Will  plan/coordinate  programs. 
Theological  degree  and  related  experience  re¬ 
quired.  Apply  to:  Carolyn  Oehier,  Scarritt- 
Bennett  Center,  1008  19th  Avenue  South, 

MINISTER  OF  MUSIC,  2800-MEMBER 
downtown  church.  Responsible  for  compre¬ 
hensive  music  ministry,  including  orchestra 
and  children’s,  youth,  and  adult  vocal  and 
handbell  choirs.  Master  of  music  required. 
Compensation  commensurate  with  skills  and 
experience.  Send  resume  to:  Marie  Baldree, 
First-Centenary  UMC,  P.O.  Box  208,  Chatta¬ 
nooga,  TN  37401. 

Nashville,  TN  37212-2166.  (615)  340-7599. 
Application  deadline:  March  1,  1995. 

FULL-TIME  MUSIC  DIRECTOR  for  excit¬ 
ing,  growing,  1500-member  downtown  Meth¬ 
odist  church.  Responsible  for  comprehensive 
music  ministry.  Master’s/church  music  degree 
preferred;  Bachelor  of  music/experience  re¬ 
quired.  Salary  negotiable.  Send  vita/resume: 
Chairman,  Music  Search  Committee,  P.O.  Box 
32,  Columbus,  MS  39703. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  WANTED  to  assume 
responsibilities  for  well-established  youth  pro¬ 
gram  at  a  1 500-member  church  in  Southeastern 
New  Mexico.  Looking  for  an  energetic,  enthusi¬ 
astic  person  who  wants  to  share  the  love  of  the 
Lord  with  young  people.  Salary  according  to  ex¬ 
perience  and  qualifications.  Send  resumes  to: 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  1913, 
Roswell,  NM  88202-1913. 

PART-TIME  ORGANIST  for  University 
UMC.  Responsibilities:  one  Sunday  service, 
two  weekly  rehearsals.  Salary:  $6,000,  plus  use 
of  facility  for  lessons.  Wedding  and  Funerals 
extra.  Resume  to:  Search  Committee,  1320  W. 
University  Avenue,  Gainesville,  FL  32603. 

GOSPEL  AEROBICS—  WALK,  BIKE  or  TAP 
your  foot  to  17  favorite  hymns  with  a  beat. 
Great  way  to  keep  those  “getting  fit”  New 
Year's  resolutions.  Send  $9  ($7  plus  $2  ship-, 
ping  and  handling)  for  each  tape  to:  Evelyn- 
Song,  Inc.,  Box  925883,  Houston,  TX 
77292-5883. 

POSITION  OPEN  FOR  DIRECTOR  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Education  at  2800-member  downtown 
church.  Not  responsible  for  youth  or  singles. 
Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume  to:  Mr.  Bob 
Oldham,  First-Centenary  UMC,  P.O.  Box  208, 
Chattanooga,  TN  3740 1 . 

SPRING  THROUGH  WINTER  in  the  Smo- 
kies  near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view. 
Completely  furnished  efficiencies  $190  week, 
$700  four  weeks  Sunday  to  Sunday.  Mountain- 
view  Guest  House,  Drawer  1096,  Waynesville, 
NC  28786.  (704)  627-9507. 

DIRECTOR  OF  EDUCATION  AND  Youth. 
Fort  Valley  United  Methodist,  a  strong,  active 
800-member  church  seeks  a  full-time  Director 
of  Education  with  emphasis  on  youth  ministry. 
Christian  education  degree  or  comparable  ex- 
perience  preferred.  Please  submit  resume  to: 
Search  Committee,  P.O.  Box  1258,  Fort  Val¬ 
ley,  GA  31030,  telephone  (912)  825-2762. 

ATTENTION:  PASTORS  AND  CHRISTIAN 
workers!  New  York  publishing  company  will 
make  your  own  soft  cover  book  from  tapes  of 
your  sermons  or  hard  copy  and  will  print  1000 
copies  for  only  $595.00  for  qualified  pastors. 
Call  Dr.  Batson  today  for  details:  (212)  613- 
3216.24  hours. 

MUSIC  AND  ARTS  DIRECTOR  for  growing 
1600-member  church.  Program  features  grad¬ 
ed  vocal  and  handbell  choirs  and  active  theater 
center.  Staff  includes  paid  children’s  music  di- 
rector,  organist,  contemporary  worship  leader, 
and  strong  volunteer  leadership.  Weekly  wor¬ 
ship  includes  liturgical,  gospel  and  contempo¬ 
rary  services.  Competitive  salary 
commensurate  with  experience  and  education. 
Send  resume  to:  SPRC,  3030  Copeland  Road, 
Tyler,  TX  75701. 

VACATIONING  ALASKA?  TWO  UNITED 

Methodists  will  put  their  43  years  of  Alaskan 
living  to  work  for  you  answering  your  vacation 
planning  questions.  For  free  information  write 
or  call:  Chuck  and  Larry's  Personalized  Alas¬ 
kan  Vacation  Information  Service,  (907)  457- 
2025  or  1275  Summit  Dr.,  Fairbanks,  AK 
99712. 

FULL-TIME  ASSISTANT  CAMP  Manager. 
Shuttle  Lake  United  Methodist  Camp  and  Re¬ 
treat  Center  in  the  scenic  Cascade  Mountains 
near  Sisters,  Oregon.  Responsibilities:  Mainte¬ 
nance  and  custodial  services,  Christian  hospi- 

“DO  YOU  WANT  TO  ADOPT  A  BABY?” 
Methodist  Mission  Home/San  Antonio  now 
accepting  applications.  Texas  and  New  Mexico 
residents  call  (210)  696-7021  for  information. 

service  support,  etc.  Salary,  housing  and  bene¬ 
fits.  Application  deadline:  March  1,  1995. 
Please  send  cover  letter  and  resume  to:  The 
Camp  and  Retreat  Office,  1 505  SW  1 8th,  Port¬ 
land.  OR  97201. 

CELEBRATE  EASTER  WITH  THIS  Christian 

passover  Seder  service,  “Behold!  The  Lamb  of 
God.”  $3.95  at  bookstores  or  from  Eden  Pub¬ 
lishing.  8635  W.  Sahara.  #459,  The  Lakes,  NV 
89117. 
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Churches  pay  100  percent  of  1994  apportionments 


Some  get  special  recognition 


Some  churches  in  every  district 
have  paid  100  per  cent  or  more  on 
all  apportionments,  plus  payments 
on  General  Advance  Specials,  Con¬ 
ference  Advance  Specials  and  Gener¬ 
al  Church  Offerings. 

These  congregations  receiving  spe¬ 
cial  recognition  are  as  follows: 

Acadiana  District 

Asbury  UMC/Lafayette,  First 
UMC/New  Iberia,  Louisiana  Memo¬ 
rial  UMC,  Vacherie  UMC  and  First 
UMC/Thibodaux. 

Alexandria  District 

Horseshoe  Drive  UMC,  Fellow¬ 
ship  UMC.  Nolley  Memorial  UMC/ 
Jena,  Sieper  UMC,  St.  Mark’s  UMC, 
Wilton  UMC  and  Asbury  UMC/ 
Natchitoches. 

Baton  Rouge  District 

Broadmoor  UMC,  First  UMC/Ba- 
ton  Rouge,  St.  Andrew’s  UMC, 
Blackwater  UMC,  Bluff  Creek 
UMC,  Evangeline  UMC,  Clear 
Creek  UMC,  Carpenter’s  Chapel 
UMC,  Meadows  Chapel  UMC,  Gon¬ 
zales  UMC,  Ethel  UMC,  Jackson 
UMC,  St.  Francisville  UMC,  Cam¬ 
phor  Memorial  UMC,  St.  Mark 
UMC/Baton  Rouge,  Mt.  Zion  UMC 
and  Moses  Chapel  UMC. 

Lake  Charles  District 

Roanoke  UMC,  Church  Point 
UMC,  Branch  UMC,  First  UMC/ 
DeRidder,  Hayes  UMC,  Holly 
Grove  UMC,  First  UMC/Leesville, 
First  UMC/Lake  Charles,  St.  Luke- 
Simpson  UMC,  University  UMC/ 
Lake  Charles,  Henning  Memorial 
UMC,  Welsh  UMC  and  Wesley 
UMC/Sulphur. 

Monroe  District 

Crowville  UMC  and  McGuire 
UMC. 

New  Orleans  District 

Felicity  UMC,  First  UMC/Ken- 


ner,  Munholland  UMC,  St.  Luke  s 
UMC,  Lutcher  Chapel  UMC,  La- 
Harpe  UMC,  Mt.  Zion  UMC/New 
Orleans  and  Thompson  UMC. 

North  Shore  District 

Amite  UMC,  Elizabeth  Sullivan 
Memorial  UMC,  First  UMC/Den- 
ham  Springs,  Independence  UMC, 
Aldersgate  UMC  and  Hartzell  Mt. 
Zion  UMC. 

. 

Ruston  District 

Mt.  Mariah  UMC,  Mt.  Zion 
UMC,  Wesley  Chapel  UMC,  Far- 
merville  UMC,  First  UMC/Minden 
and  Grace  UMC/Ruston. 

Shreveport  District 

Belcher  UMC,  Benton  UMC, 
Bethel  UMC,  Blanchard  UMC,  First 
UMC/Bossier  City,  Asbury  UMC, 
Crossroads  UMC,  Converse  UMC, 
Wesley  Chapel  UMC,  Ellerbe  Road 
UMC,  Gilliam  UMC,  Bayou  Scie 
UMC,  Grand  Cane  UMC,  Greenwood 
UMC,  Hall  Summit  UMC,  Haughton 
UMC,  Love  Chapel  UMC,  Hosston 
UMC,  Ida  UMC,  Keatchie  UMC  and 
Keithville  UMC. 

Logansport  UMC,  First  UMC/ 
Mansfield,  Many  UMC,  Mooring- 
sport  UMC,  Oil  City  UMC,  Pelican 
UMC,  Plain  Dealing  UMC,  Walker’s 
Chapel  UMC,  Pleasant  Hill  UMC, 
Mitchell  UMC,  Rodessa  UMC, 
Broadmoor  UMC,  Grace  Communi¬ 
ty  UMC,  Caddo  Heights  UMC, 
Christ  UMC,  Longstreet  UMC,  First 
UMC/Shreveport. 

Morningside  UMC,  St.  Luke’s 
UMC,  Trinity  UMC/Shreveport, 
Zwolle  UMC,  Noble  UMC;  Fellow¬ 
ship  UMC,  St.  Matthew’s  UMC, 
Bradford  Chapel  UMC,  Rosa  UMC. 
Shady  Grove  UMC,  McDonald 
UMC,  Wesley  UMC/Mansfield, 
Jewella  UMC,  St.  James  UMC,  St. 
Paul  UMC/Shreveport,  Pleasant 
Valley  UMC,  Mt.  Zion  UMC,  Fair- 
view  UMC,  Round  Grove  UMC, 
Mt.  Zion  UMC/Shreveport  and  New 
Light  UMC. 


Dr.  Stone  W.  Caraway,  director  of 
administration/treasurer  for  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference,  announces  the 
churches  whose 
apportionments 
have  been  paid 
100  percent  for 
1994. 

Acadiana 
District 

Abbeville  UMC 
and  Pecan  Island 
UMC,  Rev.  Barry 
Hoekstra;  Clanton 
Chapel  UMC,  Rev.  Kirby  A.  Verret;  As¬ 
bury  UMC/Franklin,  and  Trinity  UMC, 
Rev.  James  N.  Kirk;  McGowen  UMC, 
Rev.  William  A.  Rowell  Jr.;  Houma 
Heights  UMC  and  Gibson  UMC,  Rev. 
Cecil  C.  Mims;  Indian  Bayou  UMC  and 
Rayne  UMC,  Rev.  Karen  Davis. 

St.  Paul  UMC/Jeanerette,  Fitzgerald 
UMC  and  Mt.  Zion  UMC/Jeanerette, 
Rev.  Fulton  A.  Raymond  Sr.;  St.  Peter 
UMC,  Rev.  Andrew  E.  Goff;  Asbury 
UMC/Lafayette,  Rev.  Robert  L.  Bur¬ 
gess;  Northwood  UMC,  Rev.  Robert  L. 
Deich;  Immanuel  UMC,  Rev.  Charles  E. 
Evans;  Lydia  UMC,  Rev.  Bobby  Cormier, 
Memorial  UMC/Matthews  and  Bayou 
Blue  UMC,  Rev.  Gregory  C.  Litsey. 

Melville  UMC,  Rev.  Thecla  St.  Ro- 
main;  Walmsley  UMC  and  Mason 
UMC,  Rev.  Dan  Washington  Jr.;  Wes¬ 
ley  UMC/Napoleonville,  Rev.  Albert 
Holland;  First  UMC/New  Iberia,  Rev. 
T.  Ed  Boyd;  Mt.  Zion  UMC,  Rev.  Larry 
L.  Freeman;  St.  James  UMC  and  Briggs 
UMC,  Rev.  James  F.  Haynes;  First 
UMC/New  Roads,  Rev.  R.  Donald 
Gentry;  Louisiana  Memorial  UMC, 
Rev.  Theo  S.  Standley;  St.  Mark  UMC, 
Rev.  Guy  E.  West  Jr.. 

Patterson  UMC,  Rev.  C.  Jeffrey 
Duke;  Scott  Chapel  UMC  and  St.  James 
UMC,  Rev.  Obie  J.  Southall;  Mallalieu_ 
UMC/St.  Martinville,  Rev.  Andrew  E. 
Goff;  Calvary  UMC,  Rev.  Clifton  Con¬ 
rad;  First  UMC/Thibodaux  andVa- 
cherie  UMC,  Rev.  Deborah  Drash; 
Magnolia  UMC,  Rev.  Joseph  Holland; 
St.  Paul  UMC/Washington,  Green  Cha¬ 
pel  UMC  and  Wiley  UMC,  Rev.  Leroy 
Brumfield. 

Alexandria  District 

First  UMC/ Alexandria,  Dr.  John  E. 
Fellers;  Horseshoe  Drive  UMC  and  Fel¬ 
lowship  UMC,  Rev.  Larry  O’Dell;  Mac- 
Arthur  Drive  UMC,  Rev.  J.  T.  Cupples; 
St.  Mark’s  UMC,  Rev.  Wilson  J.  King; 
Trinity  UMC  and  Pleasant  Grove 
UMC,  Rev.  Jarrell  R.  Morgan;  Wilton 
UMC,  Rev.  Dorothy  Johnson;  Sanders 
Chapel  UMC  and  Strange  UMC,  Rev. 
Leon  Zordon  Jr.;  Lahey  Chapel  UMC, 
Rev.  Glinda  M.  Doucet. 

Union  UMC  and  St.  Mark’s  UMC/ 
Melder,  Rev.  Hurvey  Sweazie  Jr.;  Da¬ 
vid  Haas  Memorial  UMC,  Evergreen 
UMC  and  White’s  Chapel  UMC,  Rev. 
Richard  O.  Teeter;  Trinity  UMC,  Rev. 
Richard  H.  Harry;  Wesley  UMC/Boon- 
eville,  Rev.  Emmett  Collins;  Campti 
UMC  and  St.  Maurice  UMC,  Rev. 
Stanley  Miller;  St.  Paul  UMC/Cheney- 
ville,  Rev.  Obie  J.  Southall. 

First  UMC/Boyce,  Colfax  UMC, 
Montgomery  UMC  and  Mt.  Zion 
UMC,  Revs.  Michael  and  Retha  Corri¬ 
gan;  Glenmora  UMC,  Rev.  Byron  Put¬ 
nam;  Nolley  Memorial  UMC/Jena  and 
Belah  UMC,  Rev.  John  R.  Johns;  Le- 
compte  UMC,  Bayou  Chicot  UMC  and 
Cheneyville  UMC,  Dr.  James  W.  Jones; 
Marksville  UMC,  Oak  Grove  UMC  and 
Simmesport  UMC,  Rev.  Marvin  A. 
Pratt;  Marthaville  UMC  and  Beulah 
UMC,  Rev.  John  R.  Foster. 

Melder  UMC  and  Sieper  UMC,  Rev. 
Lonnie  M.  Walding;  Asbury  UMC/ 
Natchitoches,  Williams  Chapel  UMC 
and  St.  Marks  UMC,  Rev.  James  A. 
Graham;  College  Avenue  UMC,  Pro¬ 
vencal  UMC,  Weaver  UMC,  Rev.  Hugh 
Don  Davis;  Emmanuel  UMC,  Rev.  Ha¬ 
zel  H.  Batiste;  First  UMC/Natchi- 
toches,  Rev.  Douglas  L.  Cain;  Urania 
UMC,  Rev.  Cage  M.  McLemore;  First 
UMC/Pine-ville,  Rev.  Jimmie  D.  Pyles. 

Wesley  UMC,  Rev.  James  E.  Ray  Sr.; 
Pollock  yMC  and  Liberty  Chapel 
UMC,  Rev.  Bryant  E.  Gore;  Eddy  Jus- 
tiss  Memorial  UMC,  Eden  UMC  and 
Selma  UMC,  Rev.  David  C.  Carlton; 
First  UMC/Winnfield  and  Couley 
UMC,  Rev.  Byrd  L.  Terry 

Baton  Rouge  District 

Bethel  UMC,  Rev.  J.  Penn  Morgan; 
Blackwater  UMC,  Rev.  Doug  deGraf- 
fenried;  Broadmoor  UMC,  Dr.  Charles 
B.  Simmons;  Camphor  Memorial 
UMC,  Rev.  Roger  D.  Lathan;  Deerford 
UMC  and  St.  Paul  UMC/Baton  Rouge, 
Rev.  John  C.  Coker  Sr.;  Evangeline 
UMC,  Rev.  Larry  D.  Norman;  First 
UMC/Baton  Rouge,  Dr.  Chris  H.  An¬ 
drews;  Francis  Asbury  UMC,  Rev. 
Frank  B.  Akin;  Hughes  Memorial 
UMC,  Rev.  William  J.  Miller. 

Jordan  UMC  and  St.  Peter  UMC/ 


Maringouin,  Rev.  Clarence  L.  Hillard; 
Magnolia  UMC,  Rev.  Wayne  Howing- 
ton;  Neely  UMC,  Rev.  Arnold  V. 
Brown;  St.  Andrew’s  UMC,  Dr.  Rod 
Kennedy;  St.  John’s  UMC,  Rev.  Don¬ 
ald  K.  McDowell;  St.  Luke’s  UMC, 
Rev.  Michael  T.  Head;  St.  Mark  UMC/ 
Baton  Rouge,  Rev.  Randall  E.  Camp¬ 
bell;  Wesley  UMC/Baton  Rouge,  Rev. 
Freddie  C.  Henderson. 

Clinton  UMC  and  Clear  Creek  UMC, 
Rev.  J.  Thomas  Logan;  Mt.  Zion  UMC 
and  St.  Paul  UMC,  Rev.  H.  Louis 
Jones;  St.  James  UMC/Convent  and 
Ninde  Chapel  UMC,  Rev.  Curtis  John¬ 
son;  First  UMC/Donaldsonville,  Rev. 
Stephen  Fleming;  St.  Peter  UMC/Don¬ 
aldsonville  and  St.  James  UMC/Belle 
Rose,  Rev.  Ernest  E.  Scott;Carpenter’s 
Chapel  UMC,  Rev.  Lael  S.  Jones;  Gon¬ 
zales  UMC,  Rev.  Samuel  D.  Reeves. 

Jackson  UMC  and  Ethel  UMC,  Rev. 
Randall  B.  Scrivener;  LeJeune  UMC, 
Rev.  Robert  Williams;  First  UMC/Pla- 
quemine  and  Grand  River  UMC,  Rev. 
Weldon  C.  Bares;  Hurst  Chapel  UMC, 
Rev.  Thomas  A.  Wesley;  Scott  Chapel 
UMC/Port  Allen  and  Shiloh  UMC, 
Rev.  Ulysse  Stephens;  Meadows  Chapel 
UMC,  Rev.  Angus  L.  Carruth;  Faithful 
UMC,  Rev.  Owen  H.  Peyton  Sr. 

St.  Francisville  UMC,  Rev.  Harold  B. 
Babin;  Bluff  Creek  UMC,  Rev.  Darwin 
Brecheen;  Tunica  UMC,  Rev.  Michael 
Clark;  Andrew  Chapel  UMC,  Rev. 
Mary  S.  Baugh;  Wesley  UMC/Wilson, 
Asbury  UMC/Norwood  and  Mt.  Car¬ 
mel  UMC,  Rev.  Willie  Laws;  Zachary 
UMC,  Rev.  James  W.  Mitchell  and 
Moses  Chapel  UMC,  Dr.  George  Calvin 
Sr. 

Lake  Charles  District 

Wakefield  UMC  and  Grand  Chenier 
UMC,  Rev.  Joseph  L.  Rountree; 
Church  Point  UMC  and  Maxie  UMC, 
Rev.  Fred  M.  Fraser;  First  UMC/Crow- 
ley,  Rev.  Charles  L.  Floyd  Jr.;  First 
UMC/DeQuincy,  Rev.  Mark  B.  Benge  Sr.; 
First  UMC/DeRidder,  Revs.  John  and 
Marie  Williams;  Merryville  UMC,  Rev. 
Alfred  C.  Bake  well;  Elizabeth  UMC, 
Hopewell  UMC  and  Pine  Grove  UMC, 
Rev.  Lionel  J.  Marcel. 

Sweetlake  UMC,  Rev.  John  W. 
Guyre;  Gueydan  UMC  and  Kaplan 
UMC,  Rev.  James  R.  Schaub;  Hayes 
UMC,  Rev.  Virginia  Cutrer;  Iowa 
UMC,  Rev.  David  R.  DeWitt;  Kinder 
UMC  and  Squyres  UMC,  Rev.  Charles 
W.  Crews;  First  UMC/Lake  Charles, 
Rev.  Steven  M.  Spurlock;  Oak  Park 
UMC,  Rev.  Tommy  R.  Bergeron  Sr.;  St. 
Luke-Simpson  UMC,  Rev.  James  Hum¬ 
phreys. 


University  UMC/Lake  Charles,  Rev. 
Steven  W.  Caraway;  First  UMC/Lees¬ 
ville  and  Holly  Grove  UMC,  Rev.  J. 
Ryan  Horton  Jr.;  Mt.  Zion  UMC/Lees¬ 
ville,  Macedonia  UMC  and  Haskin’s 
Chapel  UMC,  Rev.  Robert  M.  Eckerle 
Jr.;  Oakdale  UMC  and  Pine  Prairie 
UMC,  Rev.  Howard  L.  Hudson  Jr.; 
Oberlin  UMC  and  Basile  UMC,  Rev. 
Gerald  Hoffpauir;  Prospect  UMC  and 
Hombeck  UMC,  Rev.  James  C.  Skin¬ 
ner. 

Raymond  UMC,  Rev.  Elizabeth  N. 
Northen;  Ebenezer  UMC  and  Branch 
UMC,  Rev.  Robert  W.  Peterson;  Roa¬ 
noke  UMC,  Dr.  William  R.  Boyd;  Hen¬ 
ning  Memorial  UMC,  Rev.  Fred  B. 
Wideman;  Wesley  UMC/Sulphur  and 
Hackberry  UMC.  Rev.  Leon  Boggs; 
Welsh  Memorial  UMC,  Rev.  A.  Fay 
Barrhartung,  and  Trinity  UMC  and 
Welsh  UMC,  Dr.  H.A.  Harrington  Jr. 

Monroe  District 

Baskin  UMC,  Murdock  Snelling  Jr.; 
Reily  Memorial  UMC,  Dr.  Larry  D. 
Robertson;  Mer  Rouge  UMC,  Rev.  B. 
Ramon  Warren;  Mt.  Olive  UMC,  Rev. 
S.  Charles  Byrd;  Boeuf  Prairie  UMC, 
Rev.  W.  L.  Strong;  Crowville  UMC, 
Rev.  Kibbie  E.  Hatfield;  Floyd  UMC 
and  Pioneer  UMC,  James  Allen  Divine; 
Grayson  UMC,  Rev.  Lou  Ann  Hollis; 
First  UMC/Lake  Providence,  Rev. 
Gary  D.  Willis;  Mangham  UMC,  Rev. 
Ralph  Henson. 

Memorial  UMC  and  Oak  Ridge 
UMC,  Rev.  Calvin  O.  Lapuyade;  Rev¬ 
eille  UMC,  Rev.  James  E.  Wilson;  St. 
Mark’s  UMC,  Rev.  W.  Mark  Strick¬ 
land;  St.  Paul  UMC,  Rev.  Charles  S. 
Byrd;  Newellton  UMC,  Rev.  Kenneth 
M.  Graham  Jr.;  Rayville  UMC  and 
Holly  Ridge  UMC,  Rev.  Frank  M. 
Jones;  Bartholomew  UMC,  Rev.  M. 
Stuart  Sherman;  St.  Joseph  UMC,  First 
UMC/Waterproof  and  Wesley  UMC, 
Rev.  David  J.  Sheehan. 

First  UMC/Harrisonburg,  Rev.  Jon 
Lord;  Washington  Chapel  UMC  and 
Mt.  Nebo  UMC,  Rev.  Joe  Brown;  First 
UMC/West  Monroe,  Rev.  Ray  Spiller; 
McGuire  UMC,  Rev.  William  H.  Wil¬ 
lis;  First  UMC/Winnsboro,  Rev. 
Douglas  R.  Foreman. 

New  Orleans  District 

Belle  Chasse  UMC,  Rev.  Richard  C. 
Hooton;  Arabi  UMC,  Rev.  Gordon 
Smith;  St.  Charles  UMC,  Rev.  Mark  R. 
Martin;  Grand  Isle  UMC,  Rev.  Ray 
Leidig;  Gretna  UMC,  Rev.  Lewis  L. 
Olmsted;  St.  James  UMC/Hahnville, 
Rev.  Barry  A.  Whittington;  First  UMC/ 


Kenner,  Rev.  Darryl  A.  Tate;  Thomas 
UMC,  Rev.  Leslie  M.  Taylor  Sr.;  Lutcher 
UMC,  Rev.  William  M.  Jacocks. 

Lutcher  Chapel  UMC  and  St.  Landry 
UMC,  Rev.  Gregory  McClay  Sr.;  Munhol¬ 
land  UMC,  Rev.  T.  Nichols  Evans  Jr.;  As¬ 
bury  UMC/New  Orleans  and  St.  Matthew 
UMC,  Rev.  Andrew  J.  Douglas;  Bethany 
UMC/New  Orleans,  Rev.  Kenneth  M. 
Fisher,  Metairie  UMC,  Rev.  James  F. 
Comer,  Cornerstone  UMC,  Rev.  Thomas 
L.  Howe  Jr.;  Felicity  UMC,  Rev.  Marva 

L.  Mitchell;  Jefferson  UMC,  Rev.  Rebec¬ 
ca  D.  Conner. 

LaHarpe  UMC  and  Thompson 
UMC,  Rev.  William  L.  Jones;  Lake  Vis¬ 
ta  UMC,  Rev.  Leland  D.  Wade;  Mt. 
Zion  UMC/New  Orleans;  Rev.  Leslie  P. 
Norris  Jr.;  Napoleon  Avenue  UMC  and 
St.  Mark’s  UMC,  Rev.  Jeffery  D.  Con¬ 
ner;  Peoples  UMC,  Rev.  Graham  P. 
Matthews;  Phillips  Memorial  UMC  and 
Shaw  Temple  UMC,  Rev.  Helena 
Wright-Butler;  Rayne  Memorial  UMC, 
Dr.  George  A.  Duerson. 

Ross  UMC  and  Williams  UMC,  Rev. 
Burnell  Bell;  St.  Luke’s  UMC,  Rev. 
Wesley  C.  Reagan;  St.  Paul’s  UMC/ 
Harahan,  Rev.  Robert  W.  Bengtson  and 
Trinity  of  Gentilly  UMC,  Rev.  Timothy 

M.  Smith. 

North  Shore  District 

Amite  UMC  and  Independence 
UMC,  Rev.  G.  Larry  Maxwell  Sr.;  Wes¬ 
ley  Ray  UMC  ,  Live  Oak  UMC  and 
Mary’s  Chapel  UMC,  Rev.  Oscar  Tip- 
pin  Jr.;  Elizabeth  Sullivan  Memorial 
UMC,  Rev.  J.  Vernon  Fairley;  Thir- 
kield  UMC  and  Harry’s  Chapel  UMC, 
Rev.  Louis  A.  Smith;  Bush  UMC,  Rev. 
Karl  D.  Wood;  First  UMC/Covington, 
Rev.  M.  Eugene  Finnell  Fitzgerald 
UMC  and  Waldheim  UMC,  Rev.  Percy 
M.  Frazier. 

Day’s  UMC,  Center  UMC  and  Dar¬ 
lington  UMC,  Rev.  W.  Ralph  Ford; 
First  UMC/Denham  Springs,  Rev. 
Larry  G.  Miller;  Roberts  UMC  and  St. 
Luke  UMC,  Rev.  Wilbur  G.  C.  Davis 
Sr.;  Centenary  UMC  and  Fisher  UMC, 
Rev.  W.  Spiller  Milton;  Winan  UMC 
and  Hayes  Chapel  UMC,  Rev.  Terrence 
S.  August;  Greensburg  UMC  and  Wes¬ 
ley  Chapel  UMC,  Rev.  Ed  DeWeese. 

First  UMC/Hammond,  Rev.  Charles 
B.  Humphreys;  James  Chapel  UMC, 
Rev.  Mike  Polk;  Kentwood  UMC  and 
Mt.  Hermon  UMC,  Rev.  James  Patric 
Upton;  Lacombe  UMC,  Rev.  Newton 
Home;  Livingston  UMC,  Rev.  Paul 
Corse;  Loranger  UMC  and  Cooper’s 
Chapel  UMC,  Rev.  L.  John  Locascio; 
Montpelier  UMC,  Dr.  Charles  Scott; 
Pine  Grove  UMC,  Rev.  Charles  R.  Co- 
sentino;  First  UMC/Ponchatoula,  Dr. 
Burton  F.  Blair. 

Lee’s  Landing  UMC,  Rev.  Verna 
Buell;  Wesley  Chapel  UMC,  Rev.  Ed¬ 
win  J.  Barksdale;  Aldersgate  UMC,  Dr. 
Donald  C.  Cottrill;  First  UMC/SlideU, 
Rev.  Joe  W.  McClain;  Hartzell  Mt. 

Zion  UMC,  Dr.  Alonzo  J.  Campbell; 
First  UMC/Springfield,  Huff  Chapel 
UMC  and  Maurepas  UMC,  Rev.  E.  Rand 
Guy;  St.  James  UMC  and  Newell  UMC, 
Rev.  Nolan  Robinson;  Talisheek  UMC 
and  Sun  UMC,  Rev.  James  W.  Reid. 

Tangipahoa  UMC  and  Pine  Ridge 
UMC,  Rev.  Betty  H.  Hoffman;  Nesom 
Memorial  UMC/Tickfaw,  Rev.  Michael 
G.  Barton;  Vamado  UMC,  Rev.  Ester  L. 
Hammond;  Man  gum  Chapel  UMC,  Rev. 
Ted  Freeland;  Friendship  UMC  and  Cor¬ 
bin  UMC,  Rev.  Lewis  Morris  Jr.  and  Live 
Oak  UMC,  Rev.  Douglas  E.  Milliron. 

Ruston  District 

Ansley  UMC,  Rev.  Merlin  M.  Mer¬ 
rill;  Lisbon  UMC,  Rev.  Homer  V. 
Bailes;  Arcadia  UMC  and  Mt.  Mariah 
UMC,  Rev.  William  E.  Nolan;  Arizona 
UMC,  Rev.  William  J.  Maxey;  Bernice 
UMC,  Beech  Grove  UMC  and  Sum- 
merfield  UMC,  Rev.  Lloyd  E.  Scott; 
Beulah  UMC,  Rev.  Andy  R.  Scott;  Clay 
UMC,  Rev.  Scott  Edenfield;  Concord 
UMC,  Rev.  Linda  Shepherd;  Chou- 
drant  UMC  and  Douglas  UMC,  Rev. 
Raymond  M.  Crofoot. 

Downsville  UMC,  Bethel  UMC  and 
Mt.  Nebo  UMC,  Rev.  John  F.  Durham; 
Doyline  UMC  and  Sibley  UMC,  Rev. 
Margaret  L.  Brown;  Dubach  UMC  and 
Athens  UMC,  Rev.  Henry  M.  Hamil¬ 
ton;  Eros  UMC  and  Antioch  UMC/ 
Eros,  Rev.  T.  Lynn  Malone  Jr.;  Farmer- 
ville  UMC,  Rev.  Kirby  Vining;  Gibs- 
land  UMC,  Oak  Grove  UMC,  Rev.  W. 
Ed  Parks  Sr.;  Harmony  Chapel  UMC, 
Rev.  Floyd  R.  Whatley;  Haynesville 
UMC  and  Shongaloo  UMC,  Rev. 
George  B.  Cunningham. 

Heflin  UMC  and  Brushwood  UMC, 
Rev.  Judith  D.  Bazer;  Dodson  UMC 
and  New  Hope  UMC,  Rev.  John  E. 
Zehr;  First  UMC/Homer  and  Wesley 
Chapel  UMC,  Rev.  Terry  C.  Willis; 
Jonesboro  UMC,  Rev.  David  B.  Diet- 
zel;  Marion  UMC,  Rev.  L.  Alton  Peel; 
Memorial  UMC  and  Salem  UMC,  Rev. 
James  B.  Moore;  First  UMC/Minden, 
Rev.  Michael  D.  McLaurin;  Lakeview 
UMC,  Rev.  Thomas  A.  Wilson. 

Mt.  Zion  UMC,  Rev.  Martin  W. 


Dr.  Stone  Caraway 


NOT  TO  !M£ 
TAKEN  OUT 


Let  not 
worship 
be  a  waste! 


FEB  02  1893 

MAGAIE  LIBRARY 
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Bishop  William  Oden 


The  theologian  Thomas  A.  Langford  III  was  asked  about  the  church’s  priori- 
ties.  He  writes: 

Worship  is  the  most  important  ministry  of  the  church.  Worship  fur¬ 
nishes  pastors  and  other  leaders  their  greatest  opportunity  for  ministry. 
More  people,  expectant  and  eager,  attend  corporate  worship  than  any  oth¬ 
er  activity  of  the  church.  A  good  Sunday  morning  service,  a  relevant  funer¬ 
al,  a  celebrative  wedding  or  a  joyous  hymn  festival  can  provide  an  occasion 
in  which  God  and  people  become  one. 

I  join  laypersons  in  being  pained  when  there  is  no  joy  in  the  worship  services, 
no  enthusiasm,  no  sense  of  excitement;  when  there  is  no  sense  of  the  rhythm  of 
worship,  no  authentic  lay  participation  and  poorly  crafted  sermon. 

But  when  preparedness,  enthusiasm,  excitement  and  joy  are  present  in  the 
worship,  all  heaven  and  earth  rejoice! 


Dulac  Cooperative  Ministries 
board  plans  for  the  future 


The  many  new  and  continuing  minis¬ 
tries  were  reviewed  when  Dulac  Coop¬ 
erative  Ministry  held  its  first  board 


Reggie  Billiot,  LEFT,  retiring 
president  of  the  board  of  Dulac 
Cooperative  Ministry  congratu¬ 
lates  the  new  president,  Pierre 
Solet.  Both  men  are  Dulac  resi¬ 
dents  and  members  of  the  Hou¬ 
ma  Nation. 

meeting  since  its  reorganization  into 
one  cohesive  unit.  The  ministry-  consti¬ 
tutes  a  cooperative  effort  of  the  UMC’s 
institutions  and  agencies  at  Dulac  — 
Clanton  Chapel  UMC,  UMCOR  and 
the  Women’s  Division.  New  officers 
also  were  installed  and  plans  for  the  fu¬ 
ture  were  made. 

“All  programs  and  services  empha¬ 
size  educational  and  recreational  needs,” 
Rev.  Donald  Morgan,  director  said. 
“These  are  designed  to  assist  the  local 
residents  in  improving  their  station  in 
life  —  both  spiritual  and  material.” 

Among  the  programs  are  Child  Advo¬ 
cacy,  Head  Start,  Christian  pre-school, 
recreational  and  tutorial  projects  for 
children  and  youth,  Christmas  gifts  for 


children  and  adults,  governmental  com¬ 
modities  distribution,  adult  literacy 
classes,  housing  rehabilitation,  commu¬ 
nity  library  and 
emergency  ser¬ 
vices.  The  latter 
provides  tempo¬ 
rary  aid  with  utili¬ 
ties  payment,  food 
and  medical  needs. 

Public  offenders 
may  do  their  com- 
munity  service 
hours  at  Dulac. 

There  is  a  program 
of  drug  interdic¬ 
tion  which  has  resulted  in  greatly  cur¬ 
tailing  the  drug  traffic,  Morgan  said. 

Dulac  offers  GED  preparation  classes 
and  college  courses.  The  latter  are 
through  Nicholls  State  University. 

Dulac  Cooperative  Ministry  also  as¬ 
sists  with  the  community’s  economic 
development  in  order  to  provide  em¬ 
ployment.  The  church  is  planning  to 
open  a  recreational  vehicle  park  on  the 
property  to  provide  jobs  and  offer 
camping  sites  in  a  Christian  atmos¬ 
phere,  Rev.  Kirby  Verret,  pastor  of 
Clanton  Chapel,  said. 

Vista  Volunteers  are  assigned  to  Du¬ 
lac  under  a  federal  program.  Intertribaf 
Council  workshops  and  seminars  for 
the  Houma  Nation  are  conducted  in  the 
facilities.  A  Boy  Scout  troop  has  been 
formed. 

Long-range  planning  was  done  at  the 
board  meeting.  The  traditional  crafts  of 
the  Houma  Nation  Tribe  are  in  need  of 
preservation  and  passing  on  to  the 
younger  generation  before  they  are  lost 
forever.  To  address  this  cultural  need,  a 
special  program  is  to  begin  during  the 
summer.  Basic  Native  American  crafts 
will  be  taught  and  a  special  fall  fair  is 
planned. 

Sewing  machines  are  needed  for  sew¬ 
ing  demonstrations  and  classes. 

Morgan  said  he  dreams  of  opening  a 
Visitor  Center/Museum  on  the  property 
of  the  ministry.  “This  would  provide  a 
place  for  visitors  to  come  and  observe 
the  cultural  heritage  of  the  Houma  Indi¬ 
ans  in  the  Dulac  area.” 


Members  attend  the  first  meeting  of  the  board  since  the  formation 
of  Dulac  Cooperative  Ministry. 


Corie;  Pilgrim  Rest  UMC,  Rev.  Samuel 
Bradley;  Bethlehem  UMC,  Rev.  Joseph 
H.  Windham;  Ringgold  UMC,  Rev. 
Roy  Bryan  Moore;  Wesley  Chapel 
UMC/Ruston,  Rev.  Karen  A.  Eden¬ 
field;  Grace  UMC/Ruston,  Dr.  M.  Jack 
O'Dell;  Trinity  UMC/Ruston,  Dr.  Byrl 
J.  Moreland;  Springhill  UMC  and  Sar- 
epta  UMC,  Revs.  Ron  and  Kathryn  Dau¬ 
phin  and  Whitehall  UMC,  Colquitt 
UMC  and  Evergreen  UMC,  Rev.  David 
G.  Bazer. 

Shreveport  District 

Benton  UMC,  Rev.  William  A.  Moon 
III;  Wesley  Chapel  UMC,  Rev.  A.  Swin¬ 
dell  Hodges;  Crossroads  UMC  and  Hall 
Summit  UMC,  Rev.  William  V.  Sir- 
man;  Greenwood  UMC  and  Bethany 
UMC,  Rev.  Steven  R.  Kelly;  Hosston 
UMC  and  Gilliam  UMC,  Rev.  Thomas 
C.  Beeler;  Ida  UMC  and  Rodessa 
UMC,  Rev.  Robert  E.  Carter;  Logans¬ 
port  UMC  and  Bethel  UMC,  Rev. 
Carolyn  B.  Volentine. 

Longstreet  UMC  and  Keatchie  UMC, 
Rev.  Chris  A.  Blanchard;  First  UMC/ 
Mansfield  and  Grand  Cane  UMC,  Rev. 
Jack  Phelps;  Many  UMC  and  Bayou 
Scie  UMC,  Rev.  Hulen  C.  Warren  Jr.; 
Mooringsport  UMC,  Oil  City  UMC, 
and  Belcher  UMC,  Rev.  Jose  Garcia; 
New  Light  UMC  and  Bradford  Chapel 
UMC,  Rev.  Levi  Moore;  Plain  Dealing 
UMC  and  Walker’s  Chapel  UMC  Rev. 
E.  Benjamin  Fant;  Mitchell  UMC, 
Pleasant  Hill  UMC  and  Pelican  UMC, 


Rev.  Carl  D.  Munyon. 

Pleasant  Valley  UMC,  Mt.  Zion 
UMC  and  Fairview  UMC,  Rev.  Oscar 
E.  Player;  Shady  Grove  UMC  and 
Jewella  UMC,  Rev.  Willie  L.  Henry; 
Wesley  UMC/Mansfield,  Rosa  UMC 
and  St.  Matthew  UMC,  Rev.  Nathan 
Daniels  Jr.;  Zwolle  UMC,  Converse 
UMC  and  Noble  UMC,  Rev.  Walter  L. 
Parr  Jr.;  Asbury  UMC,  Rev.  Jerry  G. 
Hilbun;  Barksdale  UMC,  Rev.  Jerry 
Kittredge;  Blanchard  UMC,  Rev.  Ellen 
B.  Montegudo;  First  UMC/Bossier  City, 
Rev.  R.  Larry  Stafford. 

Broadmoor  UMC,  Shreveport,  Rev. 
William  D.  Peeples;  Caddo  Heights 
UMC,  Rev.  Wilson  H.  Brent;  Christ 
UMC,  Rev.  J.  Roddy  Taylor,  Ellerbe 
Road  UMC,  Rev.  James  A.  Van  Hook 
Jr.;Faitn  UMC,  Rev.  Willie  E.  Jackson 
Jr.;  Fellowship  UMC,  Rev.  Gregory  R. 
Davis;  Grace  Community  UMC,  Rev. 
Robert  A.  Weber,  Keithville  UMC, 
Rev.  Clifford  N.  McCall;  Love  Chapel 
UMC,  Rev.  John  H.  Lavo;  McDonald 
UMC,  Rev.  Clyde  T.  Smith. 

Morningside  UMC,  Rev.  Rhonda 
Yonley;  Mt.  Zion  UMC  and  Johnson 
Chapel  UMC,  Rev.  Donny  R.  Nedd;  St. 
James  UMC  and  Round  Grove  UMC, 
Rev.  Macky  R.  Giles;  St.  Luke’s  UMC* 
Revs.  James  and  Sandi  Huber,  St.  Paul 
UMC/Shreveport,  Rev.  George  L% 
Thomas;  First  UMC/Shreveport,  Dr.  R. 
Pat  Day  and  Trinity  UMC/Shreveport 
and  Haughton  UMC,  Rev.  Brad  Yonley. 
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Hanging  tough  with  a  'No  Fear'  generation 


Teenagers  are  seldom  seen  as 
leaders  of  the  church.  Yet  the  vi¬ 
tality  of  their  expressions  of 
faith,  as  reported  on  the  facing 
page  of  this  issue,  demonstrates 
qualities  of  leadership  that  older 
members  of  the  church  would  be 
wise  to  heed. 

In  fact,  older  members  could 
take  a  cue  from  a  slogan  so  popu¬ 
lar  with  youths  that  it  has  be¬ 
come  a  brand  name  for  clothing: 
“No  Fear.” 

“No  Fear”  was  the  way  in 
which  nearly  7,500  teens  sang, 
danced,  prayed  and  committed 
themselves  to  Jesus  Christ  during 
the  recent  “Resurrection  X” 
youth  evangelism  event  in  Gat- 
linburg,  Tenn.  The  question  for 
their  elders  is  “what  do  we  have 
to  fear  from  allowing  our  youths 
to  influence  the  church’s  present 
as  well  as  its  future?” 

Our  answer  to  that  question  is 
that  we  have  more  to  fear  from 
shutting  out  our  youths  than  we  do 
from  their  eardrum-rattling  music 
and  their  penetrating  inquiries. 

The  teens  of  this  generation 
ask  difficult  questions  and  expect 
up-front  answers.  Cable  News 
Network  and  MTV  have  made 
them  aware  and  savvy  about 
much  of  life.  They’ve  “been 
there,  done  that”  and  have  the  T- 
shirts  to  prove  it. 

The  church  could  panic  over 
the  ’90s  adolescents  and  retreat 
to  its  comfort  level  of  the  ’50s. 
But  pulling  rank  and  ordering 
kids  to  be  kids  will  drive  teen¬ 
agers  right  out  the  front  door  in 
search  of  spirituality  and  moral- 


Editorial 


ity — church  or  no  church. 

Yet  youths  need  the  church’s 
firm  foundation  in  the  forms  of 
maturity,  wisdom  and  guidance 
about  meaningful  Christian  living 
(see  related  graphic).  In  turn,  the 
church  needs  youths’  limitless  en¬ 
ergy  and  thirst  for  the  sacred. 

Through  national  and  regional 
youth  ministry  organizations  and 
the  dedication  of  countless  vol¬ 
unteers  and  mentors  in  local 
youth  ministries,  today’s  teen¬ 
agers  can  take  their  rightful  place 
not  only  in  youth  ministries  but 
also  on  church  boards  and  coun¬ 
cils.  As  responsible  stewards  they 
can  support  their  congregations 
with  their  prayers,  presence,  gifts 
and  service — the  things  they  and 
we  vowed  to  do  when  confirmed 
into  membership. 

The  challenge  to  the  church  is 
“hanging  tough”  with  this  visible 
and  energetic  “No  Fear”  genera¬ 
tion.  We  offer  the  following  list 
as  a  starting  point  for  older 
church  members  wanting  to  be  in 
partnership  with  youths: 

■  Mentor  youths  with  respon¬ 
sibilities  both  in  church  and  in 
life  which  they  must  take  upon 
themselves  in  a  few  short  years. 

■  Capitalize  on  their  energy 
through  volunteers-in-mission 
projects,  whether  week-long  sum¬ 
mer  trips  or  weekend  events. 

■  Challenge  them  to  lead  a 
project  at  the  local  congregation. 
Don’t  carp  if  their  process  isn’t 


What  do  our  yOlltHs 

want  from  the  ChUfCll? 


Are  we  truly  challenging  the  youths  In  our  church  to  be 
effective,  faithful  Christians  in  word  and  deed?  The  editorial 
at  left  urges  us  to  do  better.  Here  are  some  possible  starting 
places  based  on  what  Protestant  youths  told  researchers 
they  were  Interested  in  learning  from  their  church. 


\ Learning  friendship-making  skills 
)  Learning  to  know  and  love  Jesus  Christ 

d69j% 


x  Learning  to  make  decisions  about  right  &  wrong 

'"71% 


Gaining  a  sense  of  purpose  in  my  life 


Developing  more  compassion 
and  concern  for  people 

Source:  Search  Institute  1989  survey  of  2J65  Protestant  youths,  17%  members * 
of  The  United  Methodist  Church,  18%  members  of  Christian  Church 
(Disciples  of  Christ).  18%  Presbyterian  Church  (USA),  20%  United 
I  Church  of  Christ,  27%  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in  America. 
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the  neat-and-tidy  way  a  grownup 
would  do  it;  focus  instead  on  the 
results. 

■  Most  importantly,  listen  to 
them.  Their  insights  will  teach  us 
how  to  live  in  a  pluralistic  and 


sometimes  mean  society  which 
many  of  them  have  experienced 
since  child-care  days. 

Let  the  church  accept  the  chal¬ 
lenge  of  this  present  age  and 
move  ahead  without  fear. 


Did  this  theology 
die  with  Inquisition? 


Regardless  of  title,  some  things  never  change 


By  RAY  OWEN 

Arriving  back  home  after  being 
elected  a  bishop,  I  entered  the  par¬ 
sonage  through  the  garage  door. 

Immediately  I  heard  someone 
bounding  toward  me.  Here  came 
Deandra,  our  2'/2-year-old  grand¬ 
daughter. 

::  Jumping  into  my  arms,  she 
squealed,  “Hi,  Bishop  Paupaw!” 

She  had  stacked  a  strange  title  on 
top  of  someone  she  loved.  It  was  a 
special  moment  for  me. 

Times  change.  Titles  do,  too.  So 
does  their  value. 

:  But  underneath  the  titles  and  be- 


Pontius'  Puddle 


My  Witness 


Bishop  Owen 
is  episcopal 
head  of  the 
United  Method¬ 
ist  Southwest 
Texas  and  Rio 
Grande  Annual 
Conferences. 


yond  the  times,  a  few  things  never 
change. 

Whatever  the  title  “Bishop"  por¬ 


trayed  to  the  rest  of  the  world,  I  was 
no  more  or  less  a  special  person  to 
Deandra.  I  was  still  “Paupaw”  to 
her,  and  we  both  knew  it.  It’s  a  pre¬ 
cious  possession  I  carry  around 
with  me  everywhere. 

Titles  can  open  doors  and  cause 
things  to  happen. 

When  I  received  my  doctorate,  a 
friend  said  to  me,  “Well,  Ray,  with 
your  new  title  and  a  quarter  you  can 
get  a  good  cup  of  coffee.”  The  title 
“Doctor”  is  still  in  pretty  good 
shape,  but  the  quarter  no  longer 
buys  even  a  bad  cup  of  coffee. 

The  title  “Bishop”  does  get  me  to 
the  head  of  the  line  at  most  potluck 


meals.  It  also  gets  me  behind  the 
desk  upon  which  all  sorts  of  com¬ 
ments,  callbacks  and  communica¬ 
tions  pile  up.  But  even  as  I  wrestle 
with  all  the  privileges,  problems 
and  possibilities  represented  in  that 
pile,  I  am  still  the  same  person  as 
iwhen  called  Doctor  or  Reverend. 

I  am  the  same  to  God.  The  same 
to  my  family  and  friends.  The  same 
especially  to  my  granddaughter, 
Deandra.  For  that  I  am  steadily 
blessed  and  grateful. 

— Ray  Owen 

What  others 
are  saying 

“1  was  reprimanding  one  of  my 
children  one  evening.  In  a  very 
adult  way  I  made  my  opinion 
known  without  much  understand¬ 
ing  or  listening  on  my  part  (a  paren¬ 
tal  trait).  After  patiently  taking  my 
criticism,  my  child  said:  “Daddy,  if 
you  were  little  like  me,  you  would 
understand."  How  true.  If  we  would 
humble  ourselves  more  often,  be¬ 
come  little  again,  then  our  adult 
tongue  would  not  be  so  harsh.” 

— Bishop  Joe  Wilson,  Fort  Worth, 
Texas. 


The  piece  by  Daniel  Gangler  in 
the  Jan.  20  issue  says,  “Northwest¬ 
ern  and  Southeastern  evangelism 
styles  clash. . . .” 

Please!  He  quotes  from  only  one 
Southeastern  minister  who  spoke 
about  the  meaning  of  “lost”  from  a 
book  by  a  fundamentalist  minister 
who  graduated  from  a  fundamental¬ 
ist  seminary.  It  seems  that  he  is  also 
on  the  faculty  there.  Now,  really, 
that  hardly  represents  the  South¬ 
eastern  position  on  evangelism. 

Some  of  my  God-fearing  Jewish 
friends  will  be  shocked  to  find  that 
they  are  “lost.”  I  thought  that  kind 
of  theology  went  out  with  the  Inqui¬ 
sition. 

Rhett  Jackson 

Columbia,  S.C. 

A  voice  from  Nepal 

God’s  many  blessings  to  you, 
Stephen  Swecker,  in  your  pastoral 
ministry  (see  UMR,  Jan.  13).  I  am 
sure  your  affiliation  with  The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Reporter  as  an  asso¬ 
ciate  editor  gave  you  a  broad 
picture  of  diverse  needs  of  our  de¬ 
nomination. 

I  appreciate  all  the  articles  you 
wrote  on  Christian  ministry  in  Ne¬ 
pal.  It  was  a  thrill  to  read  about  my 
Christian  sisters  and  brothers  in  the 
hills  of  Himalaya. 

I  was  there  as  a  missionary  at 
large  for  two  years  basically  training 
national  leaders.  I  was  under  aus¬ 
pices  of  the  Nagaland  Missionary 
Movement  of  the  Nagaland  Baptist 
Church  Council. 

My  arrival  to  Kathmandu  city 
was  very  early  morning  after  many 
hours  of  traveling  by  bus.  I  knew  no 
Christian.  I  had  no  established  con¬ 
gregation.  I  spent  many  hours  in 
prayer  asking  God  why  did  you 
bring  me  here?  I  don’t  see  any 
church  building  and  whom  should  I 
witness  to  about  Jesus? 

I  was  in  despair  for  several  days.  I 
was  ready  to  return  mission  unac¬ 
complished.  Then  God  brought  to 
me  a  photographer  who  had  done 
photo  business  in  Nagaland, 
asked  me  why  are  you  here?  I  gently 
but  affirmatively  answered  I  am 
here  to  preach  and  teach  the  Gospel 
of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

He  softly  replied,  “Yes,  1  know 
many  and  I  am  one  of  them!” 

I  came  to  USA  as  a  missionary 
and  as  a  student  from  the  good 
earth  Nagaland  in  1982.  I  am  now 
an  elder  in  the  Northern  Illinois 
conference  of  The  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church.  I  wish  all  pastors  regard¬ 
less  of  denomination  had  a  mission 
experience  and  not  tourist  experi- 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 


ence  to  understand,  clarify  and  rec¬ 
tify  our  calling  to  preach  the 
Gospel.  Of  course  this  mission  ex¬ 
perience  could  be  right  here  in  the 
USA. 

David  Jamir 

Mendota,  Ill. 

Wrong  campaign? 

Regarding  the  article  related  to 
the  $50,000  media  campaign  in  the 
Southeastern  Jurisdiction: 

The  apparent  primary  purpose  of 
the  grant  is  “to  create  a  strong  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  identity  in  the  public 
arena  in  1995”  and  “to  raise  United 
Methodist  visibility  through  radio 
and  television.”  Oh,  yes,  as  sort  of 
an  afterthought,  it’s  “to  tell  the 
Good  News.” 

This  raises  several  concerns: 

1.  It  seems,  again,  the  church  has 
the  cart  before  the  horse.  What  is 
the  UMC  and  who  cares?  Certainly 
the  public  doesn’t.  And  there  are  a 
large  number  of  very  dedicated 
Christians  even  in  the  UMC  pres¬ 
ently  that  do  not.  People  in  this 
highly  mobile  society  cross  so-called 
denominational  lines  with  incredi¬ 
ble  ease  and  give  little  thought  to 
them  any  more.  The  meeting  of 
their  spiritual  needs  is  what  they  are 
looking  for,  not  a  denominational 
tag,  tradition  or  polity. 

2.  The  UMC  publicly  makes 
strong  statements  about  its  commit¬ 
ment  to  ecumenicity.  But  over  the 
years  I  have  found  a  lot  more  talk 
than  action,  particularly  at  the  high¬ 
er  levels  of  the  denomination.  This 
confirms  my  observations  and  flies 
in  the  face  of  our  rhetoric. 

3.  If  the  statements  as  made  re¬ 

flect  the  order  of  priorities,  they, 
again,  indicate  one  of  the  major  ill¬ 
nesses  of  the  UMC.  Ever  since  our 
church  found  itself  losing  members 
in  droves,  it  has  sought  to  correct 
this  effluence  by  using  all  sorts  of 
methods  to  “raise  visibility”  and 
“enhance  image.”  It  hasn’t  worked 
and  won’t.  Only  when  the  UMC 
loses  itself  in  making  the  gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ  known  will  it  find  it¬ 
self-  Lowell  H.  Brown 

Elkhart,  Ind. 

Address  letters  for  publication  to 
"Letters  to  the  Editor,  ”  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275, 
or  fax  letters  to  214-630-0079. 


An  unexpected  epiphany  away  from  home 


During  a  recent  trip  to  Los  Ange¬ 
les  I  experienced  an  unexpected 
epiphany  of  Christ’s  presence  while 
celebrating  Epiphany  with  a  grow¬ 
ing  United  Methodist  mission 
known  as  Pico-Union  Ministries. 

Worshipping  with  Christians  of  a 
language  and  culture  different  than 
my  own  provided  the  spiritual 
blessing. 

The  Rev.  Roger  Velasquez,  Pico- 
Union  director,  and  I  had  agreed  on 
a  Sunday  morning  interview  (see  re¬ 
lated  story  and  pictures  on  Page  4 
of  this  issue)  including  worship  at 
the  new  Hispanic  Pico-Union  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church.  It  meets  in  a 
child-care  center  next  to  the  minis¬ 
tries’  future  building. 

Pastor  Thomas  Lopez  and  his  con¬ 
gregation  of  mostly  Central  Ameri- 


Faithfully  yours 


Dr.  Gangler 
is  an  Associate 
Editor  of  the 
Reporter. 


can  immigrants  warmly  greeted  me. 

Metal  folding  chairs  replaced  the 
center’s  low  tables  and  pint-sized 
chairs.  Against  a  backdrop  of  play¬ 
time  furniture  and  colorfully  pa¬ 
pered  bulletin  boards  stood  a  small 
cloth-covered  communion  table 
with  two  tarnished  candlesticks  and 


a  bronze  cross.  The  cloth  pro¬ 
claimed  “EUCHASITIA”  in  large 
bold  letters. 

Because  it  was  Epiphany  Sunday, 
a  ring  of  fruit-filled  bread,  com¬ 
memorating  the  coming  of  the  three 
wisemen  kings,  adorned  the  table 
along  with  a  chalice  of  grape  juice 
and  two  small  loaves  of  bread  par¬ 
tially  covered  by  white  linen. 

Dressed  in  a  white  robe  and  a  mul¬ 
ticolored  stole,  Pastor  Lopez  led  the 
two  dozen  worshipers  in  Spanish 
hymns  while  playing  guitar.  Javier 
Hernandez  followed  the  pastor’s  lead 
on  a  small  electronic  piano. 

Christ  was  made  known  to  me 
amidst  the  smell  of  grape  juice  and 
crayons,  amidst  the  sound  of  Span¬ 
ish  and  a  January  rain,  amidst  my 
brothers  and  sisters  in  a  locale  for- 


yacw~J\c~^  The  United  Methodist 

€£$£39  REPORTER 


Ronald  P.  Patterson  John  A.  Lovelace  Cynthia  B  tette 

publlshBr  Editor  Faith  Forum  Editor 

Th.  IlniM  Methodist  Reporter  (USPS954500),  otraed  by  the  United  Methodist  conferences  of  Texns  and  New  Mexico,  is  published  weeldy  by  the  United 
W.  Commerce  St'.  Dallas,  Texas  752.2,  a,  a  continuation  alth. ,.45-yem  UadMo. tof 
The  Reporter  has  no  ollicial  ties  to  the  United  Methodist  General  Conference  or  any  of  the  denomination  s  general  boards  or  agencies.  The  Reporter  does  prw 

»“  ■*— “d  '."f  ■*. 

vide  readerTwith  a  broad  spectrum  of  information  and  viewpoints  consistent  with  the  diversity  of  Christians.  Editorial  opinions  expressed  represent  the  opm- 
lot  X^  tt^iSTa  V.^rticfes  ofopinta  appearing  in  this  newspaper  am  th,  view,  of  the  author  and  no,  necessarily  those  of  the  stiff. 

Send  Correspondence  and  Address  Changes  (include  mailing  label)  To:  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275 
Telephone:  (214)  630-6495.  Subscription  rates:  $24  per  year  for  national  edition;  rates  for  editions  available  upon  request.  Second  Class  Postage 

paid  at  Dallas.  TX  and  additional  post  offices.  „  „  0  nniinn  TY 

POSTMASTER:  Please  send  address  changes  to  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275. 


eign  to  most  of  us,  they  searching 
for  a  peaceful  place — a  hospitable 
place  to  live,  work  and  rear  children 
and  to  seek  the  same  dream  of  free¬ 
dom  my  immigrant  family  sought 
in  the  previous  century. 

Epiphany  came  again  as  Pastor  Lo¬ 
pez  asked  me  to  join  in  co-celebrat- 
ing  communion.  Taking  the  bread, 
blessing  it  and  giving  it  to  communi¬ 
cants  while  saying:  “Body  of  Christ, 
broken  for  you,”  I  experienced  Christ 
made  known  in  my  hands  as  we  tran¬ 
scended  nationalities  and  languages 
to  be  united  by  bread  and  cup  in 
God’s  universal  reign. 

Epiphany  came  as  parishoner  Ra¬ 
fael  Rios  celebrated  his  birthday. 
His  past  year  was  special  with  mar¬ 
riage  to  Maria  Antonia  and  the 
birth  of  daughter  Rosa  Maria.  Mr. 
Rios,  an  insurance  salesman,  has 
hope  for  his  neighborhood  because 
of  commitments  made  by  the 
church  and  its  bishops  who  visited. 

“The  community  knows  The 
United  Methodist  Church  is  here,” 
he  said  with  confidence. 

Christ  was  made  known  to  me  in 
a  fellowship  dinner  of  tamales,  sal¬ 
ads  and  salsa  celebrating  Rafael 
Rios’  good  year. 

God  is  made  manifest  in  the 
midst  of  graffitied  walls  and  danger¬ 
ous  streets  because  we  are  there 
with  One  who  goes  before  us  in  un¬ 
expected  ways. 

— Daniel  R.  Gangler 


I’m  helping  to  build 
a  church  right  now! 

The  investment  I  chose  pays  me 
interest  and  builds  churches. 
Would  you  like  to  help  too? 

United  Methodist  Development  Fund  accepts  investments  from 
United  Methodist  individuals  or  organizations,  sends  them  an  inter¬ 
est  check  twice  a  year,  then  lends  that  money  to  United  Methodist 
churches  for  new  construction  and/or  renovation. 

Notes  may  be  purchased  for  as  little  as  $100.  The  Fund’s  sole  purpose 
is  to  promote  the  mission  of  The  United  Methodist  Church  by  pro¬ 
viding  first  mortgage  loans  to  churches.  This  is  not  an  offer  of  sale. 
All  offerings  are  made  only  by  the  Offering  Circular. 


Interest  Rates 

IRA 

Flexible 

7.50% 

4.50% 

1  Year  Term 

4  Year  Term 

6.50% 

7.50% 

Call  or  write  for 
the  Offering  Circular: 

The  United  \ 

Methodist 
Development  Fund 
Room  320 

475  Riverside  Drive 
New  York 
NY  10115 

(212)  870-3856  or 
1-800-862-8633 


If  you're  a  church, 
for  mortgage 
information,  call: 
(212)  870-3865 
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NEW  PRESIDENT:  Southern  Methodist 
University  trustees  Jan.  27  elected  R.  Gerald 
Turner,  49,  as  the  school’s  10th  president.  For 
the  past  1 1  years  he  has 
been  chancellor  of  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Mississippi.  Dr. 
Turner,  a  native  Texan  and 
Church  of  Christ  layman, 
succeeds  the  late  A.  Ken¬ 
neth  Pye,  who  died  last 
summer  of  cancer.  Dr. 
Turner  holds  masters  and 
R.  Gerald  Turner  doctoral  degrees  in  psy¬ 
chology  from  the  University  of  Texas. 


PEACEFUL  PROTEST:  More  than  100 
people  from  several  states  overflowed  Simpson 
Memorial  Chapel  in  the  United  Methodist 
Building  in  Washington  on  Jan.  23  for  a  wor¬ 
ship  service  in  advance  of  the  national  March 
for  Life.  For  the  seventh  year,  an  unofficial 
group  known  as  United  Methodists  on  Abor¬ 
tion  and  Sexuality  took  part  in  the  observance. 
Task  force  president  is  the  Rev.  Paul  T.  Stalls- 
worth,  pastor  of  Rose  Hill  (N.C.)  United 
Methodist  Church. 

EDUCATION  NEEDED:  Churches  need 

to  educate  their  members  about  the  horror  of 
hard-core  pornography  and  mobilize  to  push  for 
new  and  stronger  legislation  to  stop  its  distribu¬ 
tion,  according  to  United  Methodist  Bishop 
George  Bashore  (Pittsburgh  Area.)  The  bishop 
was  among  more  than  160  religious  leaders 
from  37  countries  who  participated  in  a  Jan. 

1 7-20  international  conference  in  the  Philip¬ 
pines  sponsored  by  the  Religious  Alliance 
Against  Pornography.  Bishop  Bashore  is  a 
founding  member  and  an  executive  committee 
member  of  the  alliance,  a  U.S.-based  coalition 
of  faith  groups  and  churches.  It  was  formed  in 
1986  to  respond  specifically  to  illegal  hard¬ 
core  and  child  pornography. 

NO  BALANCED  BUDGET:  Eighteen 
religious  organizations  have  sent  a  message  to 
Congress  urging  opposition  to  the  proposed  bal¬ 
anced  budget  amendment.  The  groups  claim 
that  such  a  move  would  cut  effective  programs 
now  serving  low  and  moderate  income  people. 
Among  signers  were  the  United  Methodist 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society  and  the 
National  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in 
the  U.S.A.  The  message  noted  that  Congress 
needs  to  have  the  flexibility  to  respond  to  fis¬ 
cal  crises  with  the  type  of  limits  imposed  by 
the  amendment.  The  message  also  told  Con¬ 
gress  that  even  if  religious  bodies  tripled  their 
efforts  to  provide  food,  housing  and  other  pro¬ 
grams  for  low  income  people,  “the  religious 
community  could  handle  only  a  tiny  fraction 
of  the  need  that  is  currently  being  met  by  the 
federal  government.” 

AFRICAN  VISIT:  Lilia  Fernandez,  secre¬ 
tary  for  refugee  concerns  for  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Committee  on  Relief,  Jeneane  Jones, 
director  of  electronic  media  for  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  and  Bill  Sage,  coor¬ 
dinator  of  international  programs  for  Church 
World  Service  Immigration  and  Refugee  Pro¬ 
gram,  visited  Kenya,  Zaire,  Zimbabwe,  Mo¬ 
zambique  and  South  Africa  Nov.  3-18.  They 
gathered  information,  documented  current  ref¬ 
ugee  and  repatriation  developments  and  re¬ 
newed  ecumenical  ties  with  African  churches 
and  church-related  agencies  working  with  relief 
efforts. 

PHOTOGRAPHER:  Mike  DuBose,  staff 

photographer  for  the  daily  Nashville  Tennessean 
newspaper  for  nearly  eight  years,  will  join  the 
Nashville-based  United  Methodist  News  Ser¬ 
vice  Feb.  13.  Mr.  DuBose  has  an  undergradu¬ 
ate  journalism  degree  from  the  University  of 
Tennessee  in  Knoxville  and  a  masters  degree 
in  photographic  communications  from  Ohio 
University,  Athens.  His  photo  assignments 
have  included  the  Gulf  War,  the  Ethiopian 
famine  and  the  1992  national  elections. 


Youth  evangelism: 
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GATLINBURG,  Tcnn. — Teens  take  time  for  prayer  during 
"Resurrection  X,"  a  two-weekend  youth  retreat  sponsored  by 
the  United  Methodist  Holston  Annual  Conference.  Nearly 
7,500  youths  jammed  Gatlinburg  for  an  "awsome"  event.  Now 
in  its  10th  year,  the  event  has  grown  steadily  since  its  first 
event  in  1984  which  attracted  nearly  700  youths.  It  purpose  is 
to  call  young  people  to  experience  faith  in  Jesus  Christ  (see  ac¬ 
companying  stories). 


Their  music,  their  language' 

More  teens  than  ever  rock  and  roll 
at  United  Methodist  youth  event 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

GATLINBURG,  Tenn.— The 
word  for  the  weekend  was  “awe¬ 
some.” 

The  word  was  used  repeatedly 
by  both  youths  and  adults  as  they 
celebrated  the  10th  anniversary 
of  “Resurrection,”  a  wintertime 
evangelism  gathering  sponsored 
by  United  Methodism’s  Holston 
Annual  Conference  on  two  week¬ 
ends,  Jan.  13-14  and  20-22. 

Numbers  tell  some  of  the 
“awesome”  tale: 

From  a  few  hundred  partici¬ 
pants  at  its  inaugural  session  in 
1984,  the  event  has  mushroomed 
to  a  two-weekend  jolly  giant 
which  drew  nearly  7,500  young 
people  this  year.  The  tallies  make 
it,  to  the  best  of  official  church¬ 
wide  assessments,  the  largest 
youth  evangelism  event  across 
The  United  Methodist  Church. 

But  the  greater  awe,  in  the  esti¬ 
mation  of  Resurrection’s  design¬ 
ers  and  participants,  stems  from 
their  collective  sense  that  the 
event's  vitality  shows  the  Holy 
Spirit  at  work. 

'Why  no  winter  event?' 

As  the  backbeat  of  Christian 
rocker  James  Ward  gave  way  to 
the  rhythmic  cadences  of  a  talk 
by  the  Rev.  Rodney  Smothers  of 
Atlanta,  the  Resurrection  design 
team  recounted  for  the  Reporter 
the  story  of  the  little  meeting  that 
grew. 


The  Rev.  Steve  Blakemore  and 
the  Rev.  Don  Thomas,  then  both 
young  associate  pastors,  were 
leading  a  youth  retreat  in  the 
winter  of  1984.  Together  with 
another  colleague,  the  Rev.  Hugh 
Kilgore,  they  pondered  why  there 
was  no  conference-wide  youth 
evangelism  event  in  winter. 

Mr.  Kilgore,  now  pastor  of 
Mount  Vale  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Woodlawn,  Va.,  said 
the  three  began  to  explore  hold¬ 
ing  such  a  meeting  and  met  with 
the  conference  youth  council. 

Mr.  Blakemore  said,  “Our  con¬ 
cern  was  that  within  youth  min¬ 
istry  there  seemed  to  be  nothing 
to  call  young  people  to  experien¬ 
tial  faith  in  Jesus  Christ.” 

Added  Mr.  Kilgore,  “We  want¬ 
ed  to  invite  youths  to  faith  in 
Christ  using  their  music  and 
their  language.” 

The  first  event  was  so  rough- 
hewn  that  it  had  neither  official 
conference  sanction  nor  much 
more  than  its  founders’  faint 
hopes  for  success. 

“We  prayed  that  250  kids 
would  come  so  we  could  cover 
the  expenses,”  Mr.  Kilgore  re¬ 
called.  “Thanks  to  Sue  Hicks 
Caskey,  then  conference  director 
of  youth  ministries  who  did  some 
letters  for  us,  about  690  came  to 
the  first  event.” 

Mr.  Thomas,  now  pastor  of  La 
Follette  (Tenn.)  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  noted,  “The  name 
‘Resurrection’  just  sort  of  came. 


Here  it’s  the  dead  of  winter  and 
we’re  talking  about  resurrec¬ 
tion.” 

The  next  year’s  event  attracted 
an  attendance  of  1,200;  the  third 
year  topped  1,800.  By  then  the 
founders  and  the  conference 
council  on  youth  ministries  had 
joined  up  to  stage  the  weekend 
gathering,  which  continued  to 
gather  steam  and  esteem. 

Straightfoward  invitation 

Mr.  Blakemore,  now  chaplain 
at  United  Methodist-related 
Hiawassee  College  in  Madison, 
Tenn.,  said  the  framework  for 
the  event  remains: 

■  Bring  young  people  to  the 
event  in  groups  from  local  con¬ 
gregations  so  they  will  have  con¬ 
tinued  spiritual  nurture  at  home. 

■  Give  young  people  a  chal- 
lenging  message  of  faith  in 
Christ — “Something  worth  dying 
for  so  they’ll  have  something 
worth  living  for.” 

■  Package  the  message  with 
excellence  in  presentation. 

■  Give  a  simple,  straightfor-; 
ward  invitation  to  salvation  and; 
discipleship  without  emotional; 
manipulation. 

The  numbers  of  youths  who- 
come  forward  to  dedicate  their- 
lives  to  Christ  have  increased  over; 
the  years,  as  have  the  numbers  of 
young  people  who  answer  calls  to 
ordained  and  diaconal  ministry. 
Mr.  Blakemore  said. 


No  watered-down  faith  message 
at  this  teen-evangelism  gathering 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

GATLINBURG,  Tenn.— In¬ 
troduced  humorously  as  the 
“Smothers  Brothers’  other  broth¬ 
er,”  the  Rev.  Rodney  Smothers 
didn’t  water  down  his  message 
for  the  7,500  youths  at  Resurrec¬ 
tion  X. 

“I’m  not  giving  these  young 
people  cereal,  I’m  giving  them 
meat,”  asserted  Dr.  Smothers,  se¬ 
nior  pastor  of  Central  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Atlanta. 

Author  of  a  new  book.  Obsta¬ 
cles  into  Opportunities,  Dr. 
Smothers  used  that  theme  for  his 
Saturday  morning  talk  which  cul- 
minated  in  an  invitation  to 
Christian  discipleship. 

Taking  Colossians  3:1-9  as  his 
text,  he  urged  participants  to  “set 
your  minds  on  things  above”  by 
doing  the  following: 

•f  Respect  yourself.  “The  pres¬ 
sures  on  teen-agers’  self-confidence 
are  enormous.  But  we  are  worth 
more  than  any  words.  In  God  there 
is  always  room  for  an  immediate 
rescue  from  any  mistake.” 

•f  Respect  others.  “All  life  is 
sacred  to  God.  In  Christ  there  is 
always  another  opportunity.” 

f  Stop  comparing  yourself  to 
others.  “Build  on  what  you  have! 
If  the  spirit  of  God  didn’t  chal¬ 
lenge  us  to  grow,  we  would  stay 
in  the  status  quo!” 

•f  Think  of  a  “crisis”  as  a 


“Christ-is.”  In  other  words,  he 
said,  “look  for  where  God  is  do¬ 
ing  new  things  in  your  life.” 

“These  young  people  are  tired 
of  the  madness  [in  the  world],” 


Dr.  Smothers  said. 

“They’re  looking  to  confess 
and  find  hope.  Life  in  Christ  of¬ 
fers  them  that  new  perspective.” 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


Reporter  Snapshot 


What  do  church  youths  think  about  God?  Researchers  at 
the  Search  Institute  asked  2.365  Protestant  7th  to  12th 
graders  in  1989.  Here  are  the  percentage  of  teens  who  agreed 
with  the  following  statements  experts  posed  about  God. 


God  is  loving. 


1% 


r\% 


God  accepts  me  the  way  I  am. 


’  mss>  e-  i 

i  God  is  active  in  individuals. 

78' 

God  is  a  close  friend. 

- ICR. 

—II  Ijjj 

JGod  is  working  for  social  change. 


God  has  a  plan  for  my  life. 


Source:  Search  Institute  survey  of  2365  Protestant  youths.  17% 

\  of  The  United  Methodist  Chu,^h.  18 %  members  of  Christian 
)  (Disciples  of  Christ).  18 %  Presbyterian  Church  (USA).  20%  United 
Church  of  Christ.  27 %  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in  America. 
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One  teen-ager's  verdict: 
Event  is  'beyond  cool!' 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

GATLINBURG,  Tenn.— Six¬ 
teen-year-old  Matt  Bowers  of 
Mount  Vale  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Woodlawn,  Va.,  had 
this  to  say  about  Resurrection  X: 

“Beyond  cool.” 

In  the  language  of  youth,  that 
says  it  all. 

Matt,  who  volunteered  to  help 
serve  communion  at  closing  wor¬ 
ship,  said  he  has  attended  the 
Holston  conference’s  youth  evan¬ 
gelism  gathering  for  four  years. 

“It’s  great  every  year,”  he  as¬ 
serted.  “They  have  great  speak¬ 
ers,  and  I  get  to  see  all  the  people 
I  know.  It’s  serving  the  Lord.” 

First-timer  Jesse  Barnard,  14, 
of  Shiloh  (Va.)  United  Methodist 
Church,  termed  it  “a  good 
chance  to  leam  about  God  and 
Jesus.” 

Matt  Dickerson,  17,  of  Burks 
United  Methodist  Church  in 
Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  has  been  to 
the  event  five  times. 

“It’s  wonderful!”  enthused  the 
energetic  teen-ager  who  often 
was  seen  dancing  in  the  aisles. 
“The  best  part  for  me  is  being 
able  to  see  everybody  get  a  little 
bigger — outside  and  inside — 
each  year.” 

His  buddy,  18-year-old  Jeff 
Blake,  also  of  Burks  UMC,  is  one 
of  the  “old  men”  of  Resurrec¬ 
tion.  He  has  participated  in  nine 
of  the  10  gatherings  held  since 
1984. 


Jeff  Blake,  18,  (left)  and  Matt 
Dickerson,  17,  of  Burks  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  Chat¬ 
tanooga,  Tenn.,  are  among 
longtime  participants  in  the 
"Resurrection"  event. 

“Most  things  that  go  on  a  long 
time  get  dull;  this  never  gets 
dull,”  Jeff  said.  “Every  year  is 
more  exciting.  It’s  a  big  help 
when  you  get  to  feeling  down 
about  life,  too;  you  can  come 
here  and  get  renewed.” 

Two-time  participant  Emily 
Pierce.  1 5.  of  Hiltons  (Va.)  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  agreed. 

“When  people  go  up  for  the 
decision  [for  Christ]  they  fill  the 
aisles,”  she  observed. 

“It’s  neat.  I’ve  never  seen  any¬ 
thing  like  it.” 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


Evangelism  dialogue  leaves  many  hopeful  despite  disagreements 


" These  are  very  important  discussions,  and  we 
must  stay  in  conversation  long  enough  to  hear  one 
another." 

— Dr.  Maxine  Beach 

United  Theological  Seminary,  Dayton,  Ohio 


By  ELLIOTT  WRIGHT 

LEESBURG,  Fla. — The  central 
role  of  evangelism  in  global  Chris¬ 
tian  mission  was  strongly  affirmed 
Jan.  19-22  at  a  consultation  reflect¬ 
ing  the  full  range  of  United  Meth¬ 
odist  theological  perspectives. 

Disagreements  were  plentiful,  es¬ 
pecially  on  the  methods  and  vocab¬ 
ulary  of  evangelism,  but  there  was 
agreement  that  the  proclamation  of 
Jesus  Christ  as  savior  is  the  heart  of 
mission. 


Moicow  TO  VOLOOOIIAP 

•  Cruise  The  Volga  in  Comfort 

•  Visit  Orthodox  &  Methodist  Churches 

•  Shipboard  Lectures  and  Entertainment 

•  Tour  Moscow  and  Volgograd 

•  Visit  9  other  cities 

•  Russians  &  Americans  Travel  Together 

May  23  -  June  8,  1995 
$2895  From  JFK 
Rev.  Lynn  and  Kay  DeMoss 
1-517-484-6142 
AmeriRuss  Cruises  •  Respond  by  Mar  1 


“We  have  found  more  common 
ground  than  we  will  ever  be  able  to 
plow  for  the  Lord,”  said  Bishop  Dan 
Solomon  (Oklahoma  Area),  president 
of  the  World  Division  of  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

Suggested  and  organized  by  the 
Mission  Evangelism  Committee  of 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries,  the  consultation  was  titled,  “To¬ 
ward  a  Theology  of  Mission  and 
Evangelism  for  a  New  Century.” 

Sixty  participants  included  semi¬ 
nary  professors  of  mission  and 
evangelism,  mission  agency  execu¬ 
tives  and  directors,  and  leaders 
from  churches  in  other  countries. 
Among  them  were  evangelicals  and 
social  activists. 

The  event  was  hailed  as  the  start 
of  a  long  overdue  dialogue  on  the 
relation  of  mission  and  evangelism. 
This  issue  has  caused  bitter  clashes 
within  the  denomination  in  recent 
years. 

“These  are  very  important  dis¬ 
cussions,  and  we  must  stay  in  con¬ 


versation  long  enough  to  hear  one 
another,”  said  Dr.  Maxine  Beach, 
provost  at  United  Theological  Sem¬ 
inary,  Dayton,  Ohio. 

Professors  came  from  12  of  the 
13  seminaries  related  to  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  Methodism  in 
Africa,  Asia  and  Latin  America  was 
represented  by  seminary  professors 
or  church  officers. 

The  need  to  take  differing  cultur¬ 
al  situations  into  account  in  all 
forms  of  mission  was  another  key 
topic  claiming  a  high  degree  of  con¬ 
sensus. 

Dr.  David  Wu,  dean  of  Trinity 
Theological  College,  Singapore,  said 
that  mission  today  takes  place  in 
dynamic,  changing  cultures.  For  ex¬ 
ample,  he  noted  that  in  part  of 
modem  Asia  evangelism  happens  in 
a  context  not  of  poverty  but  of  af¬ 
fluence. 

“The  most  significant  thing  here 
is  the  intent,”  said  Dr.  Robert  G. 
Tuttle,  Jr.,  speaking  of  the  sponsor¬ 
ship  of  the  consultation  by  the  Gen¬ 


eral  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
often  criticized  by  those  United 
Methodists  who  hold  more  tradi¬ 
tional  views  on  the  nature  of  mis¬ 
sion. 

A  professor  of  evangelism  at  Gar¬ 
rett-Evangelical  Seminary,  Evans¬ 
ton.  Ill.,  Dr.  Tuttle  explained: 

“The  board  has  been  intentional 
in  starting  a  process  in  which  the  in¬ 
stitutional  church — symbolized  by 
agencies — can  gather  a  vision  of 
mission  that  includes  the  seminar¬ 
ies  and,  eventually,  the  church  at 
large.” 

Dr.  Creighton  Lacy,  retired  from 
the  Duke  Divinity  School,  called 
the  consultation  “the  most  inclusive 


United  Methodist  meeting  on  the 
theology  of  mission  in  40  years.” 

Dr.  Thomas  Thangaraj  of  Can¬ 
dler  School  of  Theology,  Emory 
University,  Atlanta,  pointed  out 
that  this  was  the  first  time  United 
Methodist  professors  of  missions 
and  professors  of  evangelism  have 
met  together.  Chairs  of  evangelism 
are  new  at  several  denominational 
seminaries. 

The  top  staff  leadership  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
took  part,  including  Dr.  Randolph 
Nugent,  general  secretary  of  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  largest  program  agency. 

The  World  Methodist  Council, 
which  has  a  strong  section  on  evan¬ 


gelism,  and  the  United  Methodist 
General  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry  also  were  represented. 

“This  has  provided  bridges  of  un¬ 
derstanding  among  our  variety  of 
theologies  and  methodologies  of 
mission  and  evangelism,”  said 
Joyce  Sohl,  head  of  the  board’s 
Women’s  Division.  “It  has  helped 
us  all  to  identify  our  Wesleyan  heri¬ 
tage  as  a  common  denominator.” 

Religious  diversity  global  and  na¬ 
tional  and  Christian  views  of  other 
world  religions  were  tagged  for  fu¬ 
ture  dialogue.  Dr.  Gerald  Anderson 
requested  attention  to  the  impact 
on  mission  of  "radical  relativism,” 
that  is,  the  tendency  to  see  all  reli¬ 
gion  as  more  or  less  the  same. 

The  Rev.  S.  T.  Kimbrough,  exec¬ 
utive  secretary  for  mission  evange¬ 
lism,  said  that  steps  would  be  taken 
to  continue  the  dialogue  started  at 
Leesburg. 

Mr.  Wright,  of  New  York  City,  is  a 
free-lance  religion  reporter. 
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Faith  at  work 


Faith 

L  connections 

WOMEN  LEAVING:  he  Anna  Howard 
Shaw  Center  at  United  Methodist-related  Bos¬ 
ton  University  School  of  Theology  is  seeking  to 
learn  why  more  women  than  ever  are  entering 
the  ordained  ministry  but  are  leaving  local  pul¬ 
pits  at  a  faster  rate  than  their  male  counter¬ 
parts.  The  center  will  survey  3,000  ordained 
iwomen  by  mail  and  conduct  in-depth  inter¬ 
views  with  clergywomen  in  local  churches,  . 
seminaries  and  church-related  jobs  as  well  as 
women  who  have  left  the  church  permanently. 
For  more  information  contact  Anna  Howard 
Shaw  Center,  Boston  University  School  of 
•Theology,  745  Commonwealth  Ave.,  Boston, 
■MA  02215  or  call  (617)  353-3059. 

SPIRITUAL  DIRECTOR:  United  Meth¬ 
odist-related  Sacrritt-Bennett  Center  in  Nash¬ 
ville  is  seeking  a  director  of  spiritual  formation 
and  worship.  Full-time  duties  include  planning 
and  coordination  of  the  center’s  spiritual  for¬ 
mation  and  worship  programs.  A  theological 
degree  and  experience  in  areas  related  to  spiri¬ 
tual  formation  and  worship  are  required.  For 
further  information  contact:  Carolyn  Hen- 
jninger  Oehler,  executive  director,  1008  19th 
Ave.  S.,  Nashville,  TN  37212-2166  or  call 
(615)  340-7599.  Deadline  is  March  1. 

WORSHIP  WORKSHOP:  Contempo¬ 
rary  worship  is  the  focus  of  a  spring  workshop 
sponsored  by  Duke  Divinity  School  in  cooper¬ 
ation  with  the  General  Board  of  Discipleship 
and  the  Western  North  Carolina  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  scheduled  for  May  8-11  at  Lake  Juna- 
juska,  N.C.  “Contemporary  Worship  for  the 
Twenty-First  Century”  will  focus  on  emerging 
and  traditional  styles  of  contemporary  worship. 
Cost  includes  a  $30  registration  fee  and  a  tu¬ 
ition  of  $100.  Housing  and  meals  are  $200  for 
a  shared,  double  room.  For  more  information 
contact:  the  Rev.  Dan  Benedict,  General 
Board  of  Discipleship,  P.O.  Box  840,  Nash¬ 
ville,  TN  37202-0840  or  call  (615)  340-7072. 


visits,  prays  with  flood  workers 


PHOTO  COURTESY  OF  RIO  UNDA  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH 

RIO  LINDA,  Calif. — At  right,  the  Rev.  Fred  Baker,  pastor  of  Rio 
Linda  United  Methodist  Church,  introduces  disaster  center  co¬ 
ordinator  John  Culbert  to  President  Clinton.  The  congregation, 
whose  attendance  is  usually  less  than  100,  set  up  comprehen¬ 
sive  services  for  some  200  flood  victims  a  day  (see  accompany¬ 
ing  story). 


Clinton 

By  CHARLEY  LERRIGO 

The  national  press  corps,  with 
its  bright  lights  and  busyness, 
had  been  sent  out  of  the  room. 

Now  the  President  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States  joined  a  prayer  circle 
with  the  people  of  Rio  Linda 
United  Methodist  Church — 
which  has  become  the  center  of 
the  flood  relief  in  this  rural  com¬ 
munity  outside  Sacramento. 

Seventy-five  people  came  into 
the  room  for  prayers.  A  small 
group  took  hands  with  the  Presi¬ 
dent  around  a  little  table  on 
which  was  a  little  Christmas  tree/ 
music  box  which  had  been  sal¬ 
vaged  from  the  home  of  one  of 
their  members. 

Pastor  Fred  Baker  pointed  to 
the  tree  and  turned  to  Bill  Clin¬ 
ton.  “Mr.  President,”  he  said, 
“That  Christmas  tree  has  been 
through  a  flood,  but  its  music 
box  can  still  play  a  tune.  We’ve 
been  through  the  flood,  but  we 
can  still  play  a  tune.” 

Presidential  thanks 

The  President  thanked  the  vol¬ 
unteers  and  joined  in  their 
prayers. 

For  the  eight  days  before,  the 
Rio  Linda  church  had  been  an 
ark  of  salvation  for  those  who 
suffered  because  of  the  floods. 
There  had  not  been  one  flood; 
there  had  been  many:  a  flood  of 
water,  a  flood  of  clothing,  a  flood 
of  food  and,  finally,  a  flood  of 
volunteers. 

The  morning  of  Jan.  10,  as  the 
Rio  Linda  pastor  drove  to  the 
regular  meeting  of  the  ministerial 
association,  floodwaters  were 
lapping  at  the  roadway  of  the 


bridge  into  town. 

The  clergy  hadn’t  been  in  their 
meeting  an  hour  when  a  messen¬ 
ger  brought  news  that  the  police 
had  just  evacuated  a  welfare  cen¬ 
ter  closer  to  the  swirling  water. 
The  meeting  broke  up,  and  Pas¬ 
tor  Baker  drove  to  his  downtown 
church. 

A  half  an  hour  later,  he  got  a 


call  from  the  fire  department  aux¬ 
iliary.  Would  it  be  possible  to  use 
his  church  as  a  shelter  for  the  folks 
being  evacuated?  The  pastor  said 
yes  and  called  an  out-of-work 
member  in  his  congregation. 

“John,”  Pastor  Baker  said, 
“could  you  come  over,  unlock  the 
church  and  set  up  a  coffee  pot?” 
That  didn’t  sound  like  too  much 


to  do,  and  John  Culbert — who  be¬ 
came  the  church’s  coordinator  of 
relief — joined  the  effort. 

Neither  he  nor  the  pastor  knew 
that  before  the  week  was  out, 
they  would  be  providing  a  com¬ 
prehensive  set  of  services  for 
about  200  people  a  day. 

Neither  he  nor  the  pastor 
knew,  when  they  said  “yes,”  that 
it  would  take  the  Red  Cross  eight 
days  to  get  a  professional  disaster 
coordinator  on  the  scene.  Nei¬ 
ther  had  had  any  training  or  ex¬ 
perience  for  the  relief  job  which 
would  fall  into  the  hands  of  the 
200-member  church. 

'On  trust  and  instinct' 

“What  we  did,  we  did  on  trust 
and  instinct,”  said  Mr.  Culbert. 
What  they  did  was  this: 

/  Pulled  together  a  kitchen 
crew  (led  by  church  members 
Barbara  Gliddon  and  Norma 
Horrell)  which  provided  more 
than  three  hot  meals  a  day  to 
both  relief  workers  and  flood  vic¬ 
tims. 

/  Became  the  storehouse  for 
piles  of  clothing  which  flooded  in 
from  well  wishers. 

S  Became  a  distribution  cen¬ 
ter  for  free  supplies  which  flowed 
from  supermarkets  and  corpora¬ 
tions  and  water  companies  (dur¬ 
ing  floods,  safe  drinking  water  is 
hard  to  find.) 

/  Pulled  together  a  household 
team  (led  by  church  member  Jo- 
vita  Acevedo)  which  provided 
warm  blankets  and  personal 
items  and  cleaning  supplies. 

■f  Became  an  information 
center  for  those  needing  help. 


Contributions  to  aid  victims  of 
flooding  in  California  can  be  di¬ 
rected  through  annual  conference 
treasurers  to  General  Domestic 
Relief  Advance  Special  No.  901- 
670-1,  California  Flood. 

S  Became  a  coordination  cen¬ 
ter  for  a  flood  of  volunteers.  Peo¬ 
ple  called  from  as  far  away  as 
Kansas  City  wanting  to  help. 

/  Served  from  the  beginning 
as  listeners  and  “huggers”  for 
those  who  needed  a  quiet  ear  and 
kind  heart  in  the  storm. 

Rio  Linda  United  Methodist 
Church,  whose  attendance  on 
Sunday  morning  is  under  100, 
became  an  example  for  the 
world.  When  Pastor  Baker  got 
back  into  town,  at  5  a.m.  on  the 
second  day  of  the  flood,  “the 
place  was  lit  up  like  a  Christmas 
tree.  Seven  TV  vans  were  parked 
in  our  parking  lot  and  had  set  up 
their  lights.  All  around  the 
church  was  water.” 

Seven  days  later,  the  President 
of  the  United  States  would  come 
to  thank  those  who  had  volun¬ 
teered  to  help. 

“At  the  beginning  of  this 
year,"  Pastor  Baker  said,  “our 
church  had  resolved  to  find  ways 
to  make  itself  more  visible  in  the 
community. 

“This  is  not  what  we  had  in 
mind,”  he  said,  noting  the  piles 
and  piles  of  relief  supplies.  “But 
we’ve  made  a  lot  of  friends  this 
week.” 

Mr.  Lerrigo  is  editor  of  the  Cal- 
ifornia-Nevada  edition  of  the 
United  Methodist  Review,  a  sis¬ 
ter  publication  of  the  Reporter. 


Shalom  ministry  has  high  hopes  for  building 


DANIEL  R.  GANGLER 

Associate  Editor 

LOS  ANGELES — Dripping  in- 
side  and  out  with  water  from  persis¬ 
tent  January  rains,  the  unoccupied 
Pico-Union  Ministries  building  is 
little  more  than  a  vision  for  a  Com¬ 
munity  of  Shalom  in  this  central 
L.A.  neighborhood. 

But  the  Rev.  Roger  Velasquez,  a 
United  Methodist  clergyman  who 
directs  Pico-Union  Ministries,  and 
the  20-member  Pico-Union  Shalom 


LOS  ANGELES— At,  left,  the 
Rev.  Roger  Velasquez  leades 
new  congrgation  in  worship  in 
one  L.A.  Shalom  Zone. 


RATES:  Sl.40  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per 
insertion,  $28.00  minimum  charge  for  up  to 
20  words.  Blind  ads  $21.00  plus  add  $1 1.20 
for  the  8  words  to  insert  our  contact  informa¬ 
tion.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap- 
proved  in  advance. 


DIRECTOR/MANAGER  LOUISVILLE  Con¬ 
ference  Camp/Retreat  Center,  year-round 
program:  emphasis  on  youth  camping.  College 
degree.  Experience  preferred.  Salary  negotia¬ 
ble.  Deadline,  March  1.  Contact:  Rhoda  Pe¬ 
ters,  1115  South  Fourth  Street.  Louisville, 
K.Y.  Call  (502)  584-3838. 


POSITION  AVAILABLE-  CHURCH  Busi¬ 
ness  Administrator  for  2800-member  congre¬ 
gation.  Send  resume  to:  Rev.  J.  Donald 
Moorehead,  2331  So.  Germantown  Rd.,  Ger- 
mantown,  TN  38138. 


YOUTH  DIRECTOR  WANTED  FOR  estab¬ 
lished  program.  Part  or  full-time.  Experience 
preferred.  Salary  and  benefits  negotiable.  Re¬ 
sume:  First  UMC,  Box  89,  Mineola,  TX 
75773.  (903)  569-5426. 


LYDIA  PATTERSON  INSTITUTE  seeks 
chaplain  to  serve  as  spiritual  leader  and  in¬ 
structor.  Applicant  must  be  bi-lingual  (En- 
glish-Spanish)  with  experience  as  a  pastor 
and/or  campus  minister  and  a  commitment  to 
the  mission  of  a  UM  institution.  Lydia 
Patterson  Institute  is  a  secondary  school  serv¬ 
ing  a  predominantly  Hispanic  community  and 
located  on  the  U.S.-  Mexico  border.  Letter  of 
application,  resume,  and  references  should  be 
mailed  to:  Office  of  the  President,  Lydia 
Patterson  Institute,  517  S.  Florence,  El  Paso, 
TX  79901.  Lydia  Patterson  Institute  is  an 
equal  opportunity  employer. 


MINISTER  OF  MUSIC.  2800-MEMBER 
downtown  church.  Responsible  for  compre¬ 
hensive  music  ministry,  including  orchestra 
and  children's,  youth,  and  adult  vocal  and 
handbell  choirs.  Master  of  music  reouired. 
Compensation  commensurate  with  skills  and 
experience.  Send  resume  to:  Marie  Baldree, 
First-Centenary  UMC.  P.O.  Box  208,  Chatta- 
nooga,  TN  37401 , 


DIRECTOR  OF  EDUCATION  AND  Youth. 
Fort  Valley  United  Methodist,  a  strong,  active 
800-member  church  seeks  a  full-time  Director 
of  Education  with  emphasis  on  youth  minis¬ 
try.  Christian  education  degree  or  comparable 
experience  preferred.  Please  submit  resume 
to:  Search  Committee,  P.O.  Box  1258,  Fort 
Valley.  GA  31030,  telephone  (912)  825-2762. 


FULL-TIME  ASSISTANT  CAMP  Manager. 
Shuttle  Lake  United  Methodist  Camp  and  Re¬ 
treat  Center  in  the  scenic  Cascade  Mountains 
near  Sisters,  Oregon.  Responsibilities:  Main¬ 
tenance  and  custodial  services,  Christian  hos¬ 
pitality  and  hosting  of  non-profit  groups,  food 
service  support,  etc.  Salary,  housing  and  bene¬ 
fits.  Application  deadline:  March  1,  1995. 
Please  send  cover  letter  and  resume  to:  The 
Camp  and  Retreat  Office,  1505  SW  18th, 
Portland,  OR  97201. 


ORGANIST/PIANIST  PART-TIME,  wanted 
for  growing  church  in  Austin.  TX.  Three  wor¬ 
ship  services  and  two  adult  choirs  to  accompa¬ 
ny.  Diverse  worship  services  and  styles. 
Competitive  salary.  Contact  Steve  Angle  at 
Manchaca  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box 
460,  Manchaca,  TX  78652.  (512)  282-7274, 


SPRING  THROUGH  WINTER  in  the  Smo¬ 
kies  near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view. 
Completely  furnished  efficiencies  $190  week, 
$700  four  weeks  Sunday  to  Sunday.  Moun¬ 
tain  view  Guest  House,  Drawer  1096,  Waynes- 
ville.  NC  28786.  (704)  627-9507. 


CLASSIFIED 


“DO  YOU  WANT  TO  ADOPT  A  BABY?" 
Methodist  Mission  Home/San  Antonio  now 
accepting  applications.  Texas  and  New  Mexico 
residents  call  (210)  696-702 1  for  information. 


VENDING  HERSHEY’S  CANDY.  Restock 
machines,  make  big  SSS,  and  help  Spina  Bi¬ 
fida  Association  of  America.  Call  for  com- 
plete  information:  1-800-843-9051. 


CALIFORNIA  PLAN  OF  CHURCH  Finance 
specializing  in  church  bonds,  church  notes, 
and  in  arranging  bank  loans.  Call  Chester  Reid 
1-800-333-9893. 


NO  ACCOMPANIST?  SING  YOUR  favorite 
hymns  in  worship  or  at  home.  Instrumental  ac¬ 
companiment  for  90  best  known  hymns  on  6- 
tape  cassette  sets.  Choose  piano  or  organ. 
Word  book  included,  but  can  be  used  with 
your  hymnal.  Makes  an  excellent  gift.  $38.95 
plus  shipping.  1-800-728-0573. 


DO  YOU  WEEP  AT  INCREASING  attacks 
against  women,  gay  men/lesbians,  other  mi¬ 
norities?  Work  for  an  inclusive  UMC  through 
the  Methodist  Federation  for  Social  Action. 
New  conference  chapters  forming.  Contact:  76 
Clinton  Avenue,  Staten  Island,  NY  10301. 
(718)  273-MFSA.  


COLLEGE  DEGREE/HOME  STUDY,  SAVE 
SSS.  Catalog  $1.  Christian  Bible  College,  Sta¬ 
tion  Square,  Suite  227,  Rocky  Mt.,  NC  27804. 
(9 1 9)  442- 1211.  (Accredited). 


IDENTIFY  YOUR  CHURCH  with  the  United 
Methodist  insigne.  The  standard  6  foot  cross  is 
a  2  inch  square  aluminum  in  black,  silver, 
gold,  or  bronze.  The  flame  is  fire-red  textured 
polyurethane  paint  on  Vs  inch  aluminum.  Cus¬ 
tom  sizes  available.  Mounting  brackets  includ¬ 
ed.  Inquire:  Cross  and  Flame  Insigne,  5208 
Piedmont  Drive,  Santa  Rosa,  CA  95405,  or 
call  (707)  538-5325. 


LIKE  TO  TRAVEL?  FOR  FREE!  Be  a  group 
leader.  Call  (713)  397-2009  to  obtain  details. 
Want  discounted  vacation  travel?  Call  for  details. 


VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS?  WORSHIP  AT 
First  Methodist.  3401  Canal  Street.  Dr.  Ken 
Jones,  pastor.  Classes:  9:30  a.m.  Worship: 
11:00  a.m.  (504)  488-0856. 


BUYING  COINS.  COIN  COLLECTIONS. 
Accumulations,  estates.  Methodist  investor 
with  quiet  confidential  cash  will  travel  South¬ 
west  and  negotiate  anv  collection.  Bank  and 
legal  references.  Box  808,  Fulton,  TX  78358. 


CLERGY  TAX  PREPARATION.  Former 
GCFA  General  Counsel  seeking  to  expand  ex¬ 
isting  tax  preparation  practice.  Fifteen  years 
experience  with  clergy  tax  problems.  Reason¬ 
able  rates.  Clergy  and  church  tax  seminars 
also  available.  Contact:  Craig  R.  Hoskins, 
P.O.  Box  7154,  Deerfield.  IL  60015  or  tele¬ 
phone  (708)  948-7047. 


ASSOCIATE  PASTOR  FOR  GROWING  con¬ 
gregation  with  900  average  worship  in  Central 
Florida.  Responsibilities  include  coordina¬ 
tion  of  visitor  follow  up,  assimilation,  general 
pastoral  duties,  leadership  of  singles  ministry, 
preaching,  help  with  a  contemporary  Saturday 
worship  service  designed  for  boomers.  For 
more  information  call  (407)  267-7922,  or 
write  Indian  River  City  UMC,  1355  Cheney 
Highway.  Titusville,  FL  32780. 


ATTENTION:  PASTORS  AND  CHRISTIAN 
workers!  New  York  publishing  company  will 
make  your  own  soft  cover  book  from  tapes  of 
your  sermons  or  hard  copv  and  will  print  1000 
copies  for  only  $595.00  for  qualified  pastors. 
Call  Dr.  Batson  today  for  details:  (212)  613- 
3216.  24  hours. 


VACATIONING  ALASKA?  TWO  UNITED 
Methodists  will  put  their  43  years  of  Alaskan 
living  to  work  for  you  answering  your  vaca¬ 
tion  planning  questions.  For  free  information 
write  or  call:  Chuck  and  Larry's  Personalized 
Alaskan  Vacation  Information  Service,  (907) 
457-2025  or  1275  Summit  Dr.,  Fairbanks,  AK 
99712. 


CHURCH  PROGRAM  DIRECTOR.  Full¬ 
time.  Degree/experience.  Job  description 
available.  Contact:  First  UMC,  P.O.  Box  294, 
Madison.  FL  32341. 


YOUTH  DIRECTOR  FULL-TIME.  24442 
Moulton  Parkway,  Laguna  Hills,  CA  92653. 
$28,000  -  $33,000  plus  individual  medical 
coverage  depending  on  education  and  experi¬ 
ence.  Application  deadline:  February  28th. 
(714)  837-3414.  Fax:  (714)  837-3428.  Con¬ 
tact:  Staff-Parish  Relations  Committee. 


YOUTH/CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  Direc¬ 
tor.  Good  people  skills  and  musical  ability  de¬ 
sired  for  growing  program.  Salary  negotiable. 
Contact:  Jim  Hammer,  c/o  Asbuiw  UMC, 
4743  East  Ave.,  Livermore,  CA  94550. 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION 
and  Program  needed  for  2000  +  member 
United  Methodist  Church  near  Houston,  Tex¬ 
as.  Large  children's  program,  active  youth  and 
music  ministries.  Send  resume:  Friendswood 
UMC,  Attn:  Mrs.  Bonnie  Moore,  204  W. 
Edgewood,  Friendswood,  TX  77546.  Fax 
(713)  482-3225.  Deadline  March  17. 


CORRECTION  :SOUTHWESTERN  UNIVERSITY- 
Director  of  Student  Religious  Activities. 
Southwestern  University,  working  within  its 
heritage  as  a  United  Methodist  Church-related 
institution,  is  seeking  a  Director  of  Student 
Religious  Activities  to  assist  the  University  in 
meeting  the  needs  of  a  diverse  student  body  in 
ethical  and  spiritual  development.  The  suc¬ 
cessful  candidate  will  lead  University  efforts 
to  provide  institutional  support  to  a  broad  ar¬ 
ray  of  student  religious  groups,  to  offer  pro- 
grammatic  opportunities  for  spiritual 
development  and  exploration  for  a  variety  of 
individuals  and  groups,  and  to  establish  social 
action  opportunities  for  students.  The  Direc¬ 
tor  reports  to  the  Vice  President  and  Dean  of 
Students,  and  works  in  consultation  and  coop¬ 
eration  with  the  University  Chaplain.  Qualifi¬ 
cations:  Desirable  background  of  the 
successful  candidate:  A  master's  degree  from 
an  accredited  seminary;  knowledge  of  United 
Methodist  belief,  heritage,  and  practice,  with 
commitment  to  openness  to  new  ideas,  toler¬ 
ance  toward  all  persons,  and  response  to  dif¬ 
ferent  faith  perspectives;  respect  for,  interest 
in,  knowledge  of,  and  experience  with  pro¬ 
gramming  for  the  multiplicity  of  worldwide 
faith  and  religious  traditions;  experience  in 
counseling,  program  development,  leadership 
training,  retreat  leadership,  and  service  project 
organization;  and  experience  working  with  col¬ 
lege  students.  Southwestern  University  is  a  se¬ 
lective,  undergraduate  institution  committed 
to  broad-based  liberal  arts  and  sciences  educa¬ 
tion.  Affiliated  with  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  it  has  over  1200  students  and  a  history 
of  stable  enrollment.  The  University’s  endow¬ 
ment  is  more  than  $  1 50  million.  The  Universi¬ 
ty  is  located  in  Georgetown,  Texas,  28  miles 
north  of  Austin,  the  state  capital.  Interested 
persons  should  send  a  letter  of  application,  re¬ 
sume  and  the  names,  addresses  and  phone 
numbers  of  three  professional  references  to: 
Office  of  Human  Resources,  Job  #9503,  P.O. 
Box  770,  Georgetown,  TX  78627-0770.  Appli¬ 
cations  postmarked  by  February  15,  1995  will 
be  given  first  consideration.. Southwestern 
University  is  an  Affirmative  Action,  Equal  Op- 
portunity  Employer, 


Committee  have  high  hopes  for  a 
community  ministry  which  one  day 
will  inhabit  this  former  Masonic 
Temple. 

The  70-year  old  structure  was 
purchased  last  year  for  $800,000 
through  the  “Called  to  Follow  Jesus 
Campaign”  of  the  California-Pacif¬ 
ic  Annual  (regional)  Conference.  To 
date  Pico-Union  also  has  received 
$28,000  from  a  national  Bishops’ 
Appeal,  according  to  the  Los  Ange¬ 
les  district  office. 

Neglected  and  needs  repairs 

The  neglected  three-story  build¬ 
ing  needs  major  retrofiting  and  res¬ 
toration — estimated  to  cost  up  to 
$400,000  excluding  electrical  and 
plumbing  work,  according  to  Mr. 
Velasquez.  Much  of  the  restoration 
will  depend  upon  volunteer  work 
teams  and  contributions. 

This  future  home  of  Pico-Union 
Ministries  is  uninhabitable  until 
contractors  complete  immediate 
renovations  to  prevent  earthquake 
damage,  Mr.  Velasquez  added. 
Pico-Union  Ministries  is  now  locat¬ 
ed  in  a  four-room  apartment  above 
a  store  a  half-block  away. 

Pico-Union  committee's  dream 
includes  renovating: 

■  The  building’s  six  storefront 
units  to  house  businesses  that  will 
boost  the  neigborhood’s  economy; 

■  The  rest  of  the  ground  floor  for 
community  activities  such  as  hand¬ 
ball  and  basketball  for  youth; 

■  Two  upper  floors  (containing 
two  auditoriums,  offices,  kitchen 
and  dining  room)  for  community 
and  social  services  plus  parenting, 
language,  cultural  orientation  and 
Sunday  school  classes. 

Basic  medical  services,  a  child  de¬ 
velopment  center  and  theater  arts 
are  other  options  being  discussed  by 


The  Doctor  of  Ministry 
Degree  Program 
at 

Austin  Presbyterian 
Theological  Seminary 

•  On-campus  residency 
•  In-ministry  projects 
•  Ecumenical  group 
of  colleagues 

Combining  an  excellent  academic 
curriculum  with  projects  growing 
from  your  own  ministry. 

Register  for  one  of  these  areas: 

V  Christian  Nurture 

V  Proclamation  and  Worship 

V  Rural  Ministry 

v  Evangelism  and  Mission 
in  a  Multicultural  Context 
Austin  Presbyterian  l  , 
Theological  Seminary  t/TuU 
100  East  27th  Street.  Austin.  ijl'Et 
TX  78705.  1-800-777-6127 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  DAN  CANC1ZR 


LOS  ANGELES — A  newly-formed  Hispanic  congregation  now  meets 
each  Sunday  in  a  child-care  center  adjacent  to  this  building  they 
hope  to  occupy  after  major  renovation  of  it.  The  neighborhood  is 
largely  populated  by  Central  and  South  American  immigrants  and 
African-Americans  (see  accompanying  story). 


the  committee,  said  Gaunnie  Dix¬ 
on,  associate  director  for  develop¬ 
ment  of  resources  in  the 
conference’s  Los  Angeles  District. 

The  building  will  soon  host  a 
newly-formed  Hispanic  congrega¬ 
tion  now  meeting  Sundays  in  an  ad¬ 
jacent  child-care  center.  The 
neigborhood  is  largely  populated  by 
Central  and  South  American  immi¬ 
grants  and  African-Americans. 

Standing  on  an  omate  marble 
stairway,  Mr.  Velasquez  promised 
this  Shalom  project  will  “become 
the  Kingdom  of  God  for  people  in  a 
neighborhood  dominated  by  people 
in  despair,  who  do  not  care.” 


Tired  of  the  HUMP?  - 
The  solution—  15  .J 


with  an  aisle,  raised  j 
roof  and  electric  step. 

Call  Trinity  Transportation  800-330-3622 


Finest  Fabrics  including 
Permanent  Press  and  Wash  S 
Wear  Superior  Quality  Free- 
Color  Catalog  and  Fabric 
Swatches  on  Request 
Guaranteed  Satisfaction 


ftEGENCY 

P.O.  Box  10557  T 
Jacksonville,  Florida  32207 


Rival  street  gangs  continue  to 
spray-paint  graffiti  marking  their 
territory  on  the  building’s  exterior. 
With  a  smile  Mr.  Velasquez  fore¬ 
casts  that  one  day  neighborhood 
gangs  will  be  inside  the  center  and 
part  of  the  community. 

“I  have  a  vision  of  a  redeemed 
society,”  he  said. 

Four  Shalom  ministries 

Pico-Union  is  one  of  the  four 
Community  of  Shalom  ministries  in 
the  church’s  Los  Angeles  district. 
Other  ministries  are  in  South  Cen¬ 
tral  Los  Angeles,  East  Los  Angeles 
and  Koreatown.  Pico-Union  was  es¬ 
tablished  shortly  before  the  1992 
unrest.  Later  it  was  named  as  one  of 
the  pilot  Shalom  Zone  ministries 
mandated  by  General  Conference, 
the  denomination’s  top  legislative 
body,  in  response  to  the  '92  riot. 

Communities  of  Shalom  are  in¬ 
ner-city  neighborhood  ministries 
placed  to  assist  residents  in  commu¬ 
nity  and  economic  development. 
Ms.  Dixon  said  these  United  Meth¬ 
odist  ministries  help  residents  plan 
their  lives  and  the  lives  of  their  chil¬ 
dren  and  neighbors  by  developing 
jobs,  businesses  and  just  representa¬ 
tion  in  city  government. 

Pastor  Velasquez  said  he  prays 
that  one  day  soon  water  dripping 
from  the  ceiling  will  cease,  warped 
wooden  floors  will  be  polished  and 
life  in  the  neighborhood  will  reflect 
God’s  reign. 
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Cheryl  A.  Gillespie  and  Linda  Fox  are  named 
Conference  Christian  education  co-directors 


Cheryl  A.  Gillespie  of  Shreveport  and 
Linda  Fox  of  Baton  Rouge  have  as¬ 
sumed  their  duties  as  co-directors  of 
Christian  education  for  the  Louisiana 
Conference,  effective  Feb.  1 . 

Gillespie,  director  of  children’s  min¬ 
istries  at  Broadmoor  UMC,  Shreveport, 
is  available  to  resource  churches  in  the 
northern  part  of  the  state. 

Linda  Fox,  who  was  director  of 
Christian  education  at  University  UMC, 
Baton  Rouge,  is  working  with  churches  in 
the  southern  area  of  the  Conference. 

Each  will  work  half-time  as  part  of  the 
Council  on  Ministries’  professional  staff 
headed  by  Rev.  Leslie  Akin,  director. 

Gillespie  is  to  continue  to  work  at 
Broadmoor  on  a  part-time  basis. 

The  process  of  hiring  the  co-directors 
began  with  the  Conference  Planning 
and  Resource  Committee.  Employment 
of  part-time  co-directors  who  also  work 
in  local  churches  is  a  new  concept  that 
evolved  from  the  interview  process  and 
is  designed  to  bring  the  Conference 
closer  to  local  congregations. 

VISION  2000 

Fox  has  served  as  a  chairperson  for  VI¬ 
SION  2000.  She  now  serves  on  the  Task 
Force  for  Nurturing  Congregations  in 
the  church  revitalization  program. 

She  received  a  BA  degree  from  Hen¬ 
drix  College  in  Conway,  Ark.,  where  she 
majored  in  speech  and  drama. 

She  was  formerly  a  teacher  of  English 
and  speech  in  Colorado.  A  graduate  of 
Realtor  Institute,  she  was  an  indepen¬ 
dent  real  estate  sales  agent  from  1978  to 
1982. 

Fox  said,  “I  started  my  ministry  as  a 
second  career  in  1982.  My  background 
in  public  education  was  helpful;  howev- 


Cheryl  A.  Gillespie 


er,  I  chose  a  UM  seminary  education 
for  graduate  study.” 

Diaconal  Minister 

She  received  a  master  of  Christian 
education  from  Garrett  Evangelical 
Theological  Seminary  in  Evanston,  Ill., 
in  1991  and  was  consecrated  a  diaconal 
minister  that  year.  “I  have  college  units 
in  worship,  liturgy  and  theology." 

Fox  said  she  is  a  “life-long  United 
Methodist.  I  appreciate  the  connection- 
al  system  and  polity  of  the  UMC.” 

For  the  past  1 3  years  she  had  the  full 
responsibility  for  programming  for  chil¬ 
dren  and  adults  at  University  UMC. 

From  1986  to  1990  she  had  the  addi¬ 
tional  responsibilities  for  membership 
development  and  assimilation  at  the 
church. 

She  has  been  an  officer  in  Louisiana 
Christian  Educators  Fellowship  and  the 


Linda  Fox 


Conference  Board  of  Diaconal  Minis¬ 
try.  From  1984-86  she  was  Baton  Rouge 
District  Children’s  Coordinator. 

She  is  married  to  Dr.  James  N.  Fox, 
associate  professor  of  education  admin¬ 
istration  at  LSU.  They  have  four  sons, 
Nick,  Jon,  Bob  and  Ben. 

Centenary  experiences 

Gillespie  received  a  BA  degree  from 
Centenary  College  and  an  MA  from  Indi¬ 
ana  University.  She  also  has  over  30  hours 
for  certification  in  administration  and 
educational  supervision  from  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  New  Orleans  and  Centenary. 

She  sang  in  the  Centenary  Choir  and 
was  a  member  of  the  touring  religious 
drama  troupe,  Everyman  Players. 

During  the  summers  of  1971-72  Gil¬ 
lespie  was  a  student  missionary  to  the 
Apache  Indians  on  a  reservation  in  Ari¬ 
zona. 


In  recent  years  she  attended  Christian 
education  and  continuing  education 
classes  at  Scarritt-Bennett  Center  in 
Nashville. 

Certified  at  Gallaudet 

Gillespie  was  a  speech  therapist  and 
teacher  of  the  deaf  and  visually  im¬ 
paired  1972-1987.  At  Gallaudet  Uni¬ 
versity  in  Washington,  D.C.,  she  was 
certified  in  American  Sign  Language 
and  Program  Administration  for  Teach¬ 
ers  of  the  Deaf. 

“I  was  program  coordinator  for  the 
research  and  development  of  the  new 
Program  for  Developmentally  Speech 
and  Hearing  Impaired  Infants,”  she 
said.  “After  developing  a  proposal  for 
Early  Intervention  Programming  and 
receiving  funding  from  the  State  De¬ 
partment  of  Education,  I  served  as  di¬ 
rector  of  the  pilot  program  for  Caddo 
Parish. 

State  Model 

“The  educational  model  in  coopera¬ 
tion  with  LSU  Medical  School’s  diag¬ 
nostic  model  became  the 
Early-Intervention  Program  implement¬ 
ed  for  the  state  of  Louisiana.” 

Gillespie  went  to  Ekaterinburg,  Rus¬ 
sia,  in  1 993  as  part  of  the  Russian  Out¬ 
reach  Team  for  VBS  and  Teacher 
Training.  The  next  year  she  helped  de¬ 
velop  and  implement  the  Russian  Min¬ 
isters’  Retreat  in  Nashville. 

She  attended  Conference  training  to 
become  a  teacher  of  Disciple  Bible 
Study. 

She  is  married  to  James  Gillespie, 
principal  of  Riverside  Elementary 
School,  and  they  have  two  children, 
Patrick  and  Emily. 


When  the 
'ups'  and  'downs' 
are  not  in  sync 

Bishop  William  B.  Oden 

These  words  are  written  the  morning  following  the  President’s  State  of  the 
Union  address.  Like  many  of  you,  I  wanted  to  see  what  our  leader  said  and 
found  myself  intrigued  more  with  the  environment  of  the  speech  than  with  the 
content  itself.  While  the  speech,  like  many  sermons,  was  rambling  at  times,  on 
target  at  times,  and  played  to  one  of  several  audiences  at  other  times,  the  State 
of  the  Union  address  is  still  an  important  tradition  in  our  society. 

What  grabbed  my  attention  was  that  for  the  first  time  in  my  memory,  the 
camera  seemed  to  freeze  upon  people  who  stood  and  applauded  at  parts  of  the 
speech  while  others  remained  seated  and  silent.  It  was  almost  like  a  teeter-tot¬ 
ter.  When  some  were  up,  others  were  down.  And  very  seldom  in  the  speech 
were  people  both  up  and  applauding  at  the  same  time.  This,  of  course,  is  why 
we  have  two  political  parties.  There  are  often  two  points  of  view  on  issues  and 
the  debate  is  healthy. 

With  the  new  Republican-controlled  Congress  and  with  one  leader  from  each 
party  on  the  platform  behind  the  President,  the  ups  and  downs  were  even  more 
obvious.  We  live  in  a  day  of  confrontation  and  polarization.  The  “yes’s"  and 
“no’s”  of  our  society  are  far  more  intense  than  in  recent  years.  This  was  sym¬ 
bolized  by  the  responses  to  the  President’s  speech. 

What  concerns  me  most  is  the  attitude  that  seems  to  prevail  in  many  circles: 
those  who  are  left  seated  when  some  stand  are  seen  as  the  enemy  and  rice 
versa.  We  have  moved  from  holding  opinions  to  holding  absolute  truth,  and  all 
others  haring  opposite  positions  are  outside  the  truth. 

It’s  almost  as  though  those  with  passionate  causes  either  must  put  down  oth¬ 
ers  or  be  put  down.  Is  this  a  cause  or  effect  of  the  violence  on  the  increase  in 
our  society?  A  recent  weekly  news  magazine  went  so  far  as  to  suggest  that  the 
new  politics  of  electronic  lobbying  through  talk  shows,  faxing,  and  computer¬ 
ized  polls  has  created  the  loss  of  true  networking  within  the  community,  the 
heart  of  our  democracy. 

The  RSV  and  King  James  language  of  Isaiah  1:18  reads,  “come  let  us  reason 
together.”  The  NRSV  Bible  for  the  same  verse  reads  “come  let  us  argue  it 
out.”  I  wish  it  had  been  translated  “come  let  us  lower  our  voices  and  learn  to 
listen  to  one  another.” 


Around  the  Conference 


“Doing  Ministry  in  the  21st  Century: 
A  Paradigm  for  a  New  Century”  will  be 
the  focus  of  an  evangelism  seminar  at 
Broadmoor  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  Feb.  1 8 
and  19.  Dr.  Roger  K.  Swanson,  director 
of  Evangelism  Ministries,  General 
Board  of  Discipleship,  will  be  leader. 
The  event  is  sponsored  by  Broadmoor 
with  the  support  of  Baton  Rouge  Dis¬ 
trict. 

Churches  in  the  district  are  encour¬ 
aged  to  attend  the  two-day  seminar,  a 
5:30  p.m.  worship  service  Saturday, 
Feb.  18,  and  a  multi-cultural  worship 
service  Sunday,  Feb.  19,  at  3  p.m.  Reg¬ 
istration  is  $5.  Call  Broadmoor  for  ad¬ 
ditional  information,  504-924-6269. 


Rev.  Scott  Bullock,  associate  pastor  of 
Asbury  UMC,  Lafayette,  and  Mark  Ba- 
linger.  a  layperson  in  the  church,  are  on 
a  construction  mission  in  Havana  and 
Matanzas,  Cuba.  While  there  they  will 
visit  a  Methodist  congregation  in  Ma¬ 
tanzas  that  is  a  sister  church  to  Asbury. 
They  are  with  a  group  from  Oklahoma  on 
the  trip  arranged  through  the  Oklahoma 
VIM  office.  The  mission  team  left  Feb  3 
and  is  slated  to  return  Feb.  1 3. 


Wesley  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  will 
sponsor  an  AIDS  and  HIV  seminar,  “It 
Could  Happen  to  You,"  Sunday.  Feb. 
12,  from  4  to  6  p.m.  Medical  experts 
will  speak  at  the  free  seminar. 


Dual  VISION  2000  training  draws  hundreds  to  Dillard  University  and  Centenary  College 


About  600  people  attended  the  VISION  2000  session  Jan.  21  on  the 
Dillard  University  campus. 


Crowds  gathered  early  in  the  gym  for  music  and  worship  that  was 
part  of  the  VISION  2000  training  at  Centenary  College.  Over  400 
participated. 


Music  during  the  VISION  2000  beginning  service  at  Dillard  Univer¬ 
sity  brought  worshippers  to  their  feet.  There  were  many  "Amens" 
much  clapping  and  an  outpouring  of  joy.  IN  THE  FOREGROUND 
are,  FROM  LEFT,  Connie  Foster-Breaux  of  New  Orleans,  Dr.  Alonzo 
Campbell,  pastor  Hartzell  Mt  Zion  UMC,  Slidell,  and  Marian  Griffin 
of  Baton  Rouge. 


Delia  Halverson, 
RIGHT,  gets 
help  from  Paul 
in  her  session  for 
Nurturing  Con¬ 
gregations.  She 
said  teachers 
should  recog¬ 
nize  the  creativ¬ 
ity  God  has 
given  them  and 
their  students 
but  realize  they 
should  not  ex¬ 
pect  perfection. 


A  big  audience  in  the  Celebrating  Congregations  session  learned 
how  to  set  a  beautiful  worship  table,  ABOVE,  and  how  not  to  con¬ 
duct  a  worship  planning  meeting.  Creative  and  exciting  altars  visu¬ 
ally  express  the  theme  of  the  worship  service.  Committees  should 
evaluate  worship  and  plan  ways  to  improve  it. 

In  Memoriam 


Sympathies  to  the  family  of  Rev. 
Fred  William  Campbell,  91,  who  died 
Jan.  15.  Funeral  services  were  held  Jan. 
18  in  First  UMC,  Alexandria. 

Survivors  are  his  wife,  Ruth  Clark 
Lagrange  Campbell;  a  son,  Fred 
William  Campbell  Jr.  of  San  Antonio; 
two  daughters,  Catherine  V.  Eiland  of 
Plantation,  Fla.  and  Marian  A.  Feld¬ 
man  of  Panama  City,  Fla. 

*  *  * 

Sympathies  to  the  family  of  retired 
Louisiana  Conference  clergy.  Dr.  Jack 
Cooke,  78,  who  died  Jan.  25.  Funeral 


services  were  Jan.  28  in  Broadmoor 
UMC,  Shreveport. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Ruth;  two 
sons,  H.  Jonathan  Cooke  of  Detroit  and 
Paul  M.  Cooke  of  Shreveport;  a  daugh¬ 
ter,  Martha  Hallquist  of  Greeley,  Colo., 
and  six  grandchildren. 

In  addition  to  serving  as  minister  in 
various  areas  of  the  state,  he  was  super¬ 
intendent  of  both  Shreveport  and  Lake 
Charles  districts. 

Memorials  may  be  made  to  the  Music 
Ministry  of  Broadmoor. 


PHOTOS  BY  REV.  WISHY  NOLAN  AND  DOTTY  BAGBEY 


Cheryl  Gillespie,  LEFT,  and  Linda  Fox  were  already  on  the  job  publi¬ 
cizing  Vacation  Bible  School  Workshops  and  S.S.T.E.P.  The  work¬ 
shops  will  prepare  local  churches  for  all  components  of  VBS.  The 
workshop  (for  southern  Louisiana)  will  be  Saturday,  Feb.  11,  at 
Munholland  UMC,  Metairie,  and  the  one  for  the  north  is  March  1 1 
at  Broadmoor  UMC,  Shreveport.  Registration  will  begin  at  10  a.m. 


Rev.  Jon  E.  Tellifero,  LEFT,  associate  pastor,  First  UMC,  Pineville, 
had  the  costume  and  the  accent  to  portray  a  Biblical  Ethiopian  (Acts 
8:26-40)  in  the  early  church.  So  real  was  his  performance  in  the  In¬ 
viting  Congregations'  training  that  participants  bid  him  "Shalom!" 
when  he  departed.  Cynthia  Wilson-Felder,  RIGHT,  waits  to  present 
her  ideas  and  songs  for  Celebrating  Congregations. 


See  inside  pages  for  Dan  Gangler’s  editorial  on  “creeping  Congregational¬ 
ism”  inspired  by  one  of  Bishop  Oden’s  recent  columns. 


Inside: 

See  news  and  history  of  The  Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans. 


Important  Announcements 


Important  Notice  for  participants  in 
the  Conference  Health  Insurance  Pro¬ 
gram:  Employee  Benefit  Services  now 
has  a  toll-free  number  for  use  by  clients 
and  their  employees.  The  number  is  1- 
800-256-2657. 


Clergy  requesting  retirement  at  Annu¬ 
al  Conference  in  June  should,  as  the 
Discipline  specifies,  make  requests  in 
writing  to  the  Bishop,  Cabinet  and  the 
Board  of  Ordained  Ministry  at  least  90 
days  prior  to  the  Conference  at  which 
the  retirement  is  to  be  effective. 
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'Creeping  Congregationalism' 


:  Robbing  Peter  to  pay  Paul 


Louisiana  Area  Bishop  William 
B.  Oden  recently  wrote  that  a  “drift 
toward  Congregationalism  is  keep¬ 
ing  The  United  Methodist  Church 
from  fulfilling  its  mission.” 

What  really  raises  his  “serene 
self,  ”  the  bishop  said,  is  a  pastor 
who  sees  to  it  that  the  pastor’s  sala¬ 
ry  is  increased  even  if  the  congrega¬ 
tion  does  not  pay  its  full  mandated 
apportionments  to  the  regional  an¬ 
nual  conference. 

A  typical  United  Methodist  con¬ 
gregation  is  asked  to  pay  around  $60 
per  member  annually  to  support  the 
church  beyond  the  local  congrega¬ 
tion,  But  when  push  comes  to  shove, 
it’s  easy  to  rob  Peter  [conference]  to 
pay  Paul  [local  congregation],  reason¬ 
ing  that  the  real  action  and  ministry 


are  in  local  congregations. 

Such  reasoning,  however,  overlooks 
the  fact  that  the  annual  conference  is 
the  linchpin  of  our  entire  connection- 
al-church  system.  Conferences  enable 
us  to  do  together  globally  what  we 
cannot  do  congregationally. 

Factors  causing  creeping  Congre¬ 
gationalism — favoring  the  local 
over  the  non-local — may  include: 

■  An  increasing  mood  in  society 
to  distrust  bureaucracies; 

■  Bishops  assigning  pastors  who 
lack  sufficient  ministerial  skills; 

■  Inadequate  information  about 
what  the  conference  does  with  ap¬ 
portionment  money  it  does  receive; 

■  Fewer  conference  services  ver¬ 
sus  higher  apportionments  and 

■  Less  dependence  by  congrega- 


Editorial 

tions  upon  conference  services. 

Bishop  Oden  argues  that  the  annu¬ 
al  conference  must  remain  strong  be¬ 
cause  it  is  the  trustee  of  the  future. 
The  annual  conference  gives  birth  to 
new  congregations  and  new  forms  of 
mission  and  ministry  and  remembers 
its  past  through  archives. 

Annual  conferences  also  have  giv¬ 
en  birth  to  church-related  hospitals, 
medical  centers,  nursing  homes, 
child-care  centers,  community  cen¬ 
ters,  clinics,  colleges,  universities, 
seminaries  and  children’s  homes. 
They  help  support  missions  in  over 
80  countries. 


Our  connectedness  provides  for 
the  wellbeing  of  our  congregations 
in  such  ways  as: 

■  Prompt  pastoral  appointments, 
unlike  the  congregational  “call”  sys¬ 
tem  which  may  require  several 
months  or  years. 

■  District  superintendents  who 
oversee  about  50  congregations  on 
average,  assist  them  in  pastoral  ap¬ 
pointments,  guide  and  advise  them 
in  their  ministries  and  back  up  both 
pastors  and  congregations; 

■  Cooperative  regional  youth 
events  such  as  the  recent  Resurrec¬ 
tion  X  gathering  of  7,500  youths  in 
Tennessee  (see  UMR.  Feb.  3); 

■  Summer  camps  and  weekend 
retreats  for  all  age  groups  and 

■  Christian  education  workshops 


to  train  thousands  of  Sunday  school 
teachers. 

Creeping  Congregationalism  is  a 
symptom  that  all  is  not  right.  To 
strengthen  the  conference-congrega¬ 
tion  tie,  each  annual  conference 
needs  to: 

■  Listen  to  its  congregations’ 
needs  and  concerns; 

■  Tell  stories  of  faith  resulting 
from  faith-filled  use  of  conference 
apportionments; 

■  Spend  congregations’  offering- 
plate  dollars  with  utmost  steward¬ 
ship. 

To  strengthen  this  tie,  each  con¬ 
gregation  needs  to: 

■  Listen  to  the  needs  of  ministry 
beyond  itself; 


■  Invest  its  most  talented  volun¬ 
teers  in  ministries  beyond  as  well  as 
within  the  local  church,  and 

■  Yes,  pay  conference  apportion¬ 
ments  in  full. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  is 
not  a  congregation-vs.-conference 
concoction.  We  follow  Christ  who 
gave  us  a  commission  to  proclaim 
the  Gospel  both  in  our  community 
and  to  the  ends  of  the  earth. 

For  more  information  about  the 
structure  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church,  read  the  booklet  "We  Are 
The  Church:  How  You  Fit  Into  the 
Amazing  Connection"  available  at 
20C  per  copy  from  United  Methodist 
Communications.  P.O.  Box  320, 
Nashville  TN  37202-0320. 


Who  says  we  Methodists  don't  want  prayer  in  schools ?  We  do! 


1  disagree  with  your  Jan.  27  edi¬ 
torial.  1  graduated  from  high 
school  in  O’Donnell,  Texas,  in 
1942.  1  cannot  remember  when 
prayer  was  not  used  in  this  school. 
And  there  was  never  any  problem 
with  its  use. 

It  is  my  honest  belief  that  the 
morals  across  these  United  States 
began  deteriorating  very  shortly 
after  the  Supreme  Court  issued  its 
ruling  that  was  interpreted  to 
make  prayers  in  schools  illegal. 

I  say  the  heart  of  the  public- 
school  debate  is  Christianity.  You 
say  differently.  But  Christianity  is 
the  only  religion  that  teaches  that 
Jesus  Christ  is  the  Son  of  God, 
sent  by  God  into  the  world  to  die 
for  our  sins  so  that  we  may  have  a 
chance  of  eternal  life  with  him. 
Our  failure  to  spread  this  word  is 
sinful.  You  can  call  this  “coer¬ 
cion”  if  you  like.  It  just  needs  to 
be  done.  Praying  a  Christian 
prayer  is  one  way. 

You  should  not  be  saying  that 
the  Methodist  church  does  not 
want  prayer  in  schools.  We  do. 

R.K.  Curtis 
Lubbock,  Texas 

Hooray  for  courage 

Hooray,  hooray,  hooray  for  your 
Jan.  27  editorial  about  prayer  in 
public  schools.  It  took  a  lot  of 
courage  to  face  the  issue  squarely 
and  lay  it  out  succinctly. 

Your  conclusion  that  . .  mo¬ 
rality  in  American  society  won’t 
be  improved  through  sanctioned 
school  prayer,  Bible  reading  over  a 
school’s  public  address  system  or 
any  other  religious  practice”  is 
true  and  correct,  not  only  for  the 
reasons  you  reveal  but  also  be- 
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cause  the  basis  for  morality  is  not 
found  in  religious  scriptures,  ritu¬ 
als  and  incantations. 

Morality  transcends  and  over¬ 
rides  religious  scriptures  and  prac¬ 
tices,  which  are  little  more  than 
societies’  efforts  to  capture  the  es¬ 
sence  of  moral  values  that  exist  in¬ 
dependent  of  religion. 

Your  editorial  almost  said  it:  Re¬ 
ligion  is  not  the  basis  of  morality; 
morality  is  the  basis  of  religion. 
And  public  schools  can  imbue  their 
children  with  the  virtues  of  moral¬ 
ity  without  reference  to  any  religion 
or  its  appurtenances.  They  should 
be  allowed  to  do  so  without  the  in¬ 
trusion  of  “Big  Government.” 

Sam  Miller 
Tullahoma,  Tenn. 

One  of  the  finest 

Without  doubt,  the  Jan.  27  edi¬ 
torial  is  one  of  the  finest  I  have 
read  in  many  years. 

Not  only  do  I  concur  with  the 
sentiments  expressed  but  also  with 
the  lucid  manner  in  which  the 
thoughts  were  developed.  The  po¬ 
litical,  religious  and  highly  emo¬ 
tional  topic  of  the  day  has  been 
addressed  in  a  refreshingly  direct 
and  candid  manner. 

To  my  mind  the  clear  statement 
of  the  question  and  its  succinct  defi¬ 
nition  is  magnificently  done.  Based 
on  this  predicate  the  demolishing  of 
the  argument  for  prayer  in  public 
schools  is  extremely  well  done.  And 


“Who  says  Methodists  don't 
want  students  like  this  young 
lady  to  be  able  to  pray  in 
school?"  asks  one  reader. 

finally  the  biblical  reference  of  Mat¬ 
thew  6:5-8  is  dramatic. 

I  sincerely  hope  that  as  debate 
develops  in  the  Congress  and 
throughout  the  nation  Christians, 
other  religionists  and  non-religion¬ 
ists  will  come  to  the  same  rational 
conclusion  you  have  so  well  devel¬ 
oped.  Our  nation  deserves  no  less. 

Walter  F.  Goodman  Jr. 

Dallas,  Texas 

Hit  a  raw  nerve 

After  viewing  “The  Killing 
Fields  of  America,”  a  CBS  three- 
hour  special,  the  Jan.  27  UMR  edi¬ 
torial  hit  a  very  raw  nerve. 

Let’s  face  it:  Keeping  our  spiri¬ 
tual  values,  our  prayers  and  our 
decipleship  under  the  wraps  of  our 
homes  and  churches  is,  in  my 


opinion,  contributing  to  the  dis¬ 
tinction  of  God’s  most  precious 
gifts — our  children. 

Moral  values  come  from  a  high¬ 
er  being  than  man.  John  Wesley, 
denied  access  to  speak  in 
churches,  took  the  message  of 
hope  and  redemption  to  the  vil¬ 
lage  squares  and  had  public 
prayers  again  and  again. 

It  appalls  me  that  in  our  zeal  to 
join  the  spiritually  correct  we  refute 
our  heritage  and  ignore  scripture  re¬ 
lating  to  large  gatherings  when  the 
mulitudes  knelt  as  one  in  prayer. 

Prayer  in  schools  isn’t  the  issue. 
The  purpose  of  locking  our  pas¬ 
sage  to  keeping  God  visible  in  a 
world  at  risk  is  a  frighening  reali¬ 
ty.  If  the  UMR  editorial  view  ex¬ 
presses  new  United  Methodist 
positions,  much  of  the  Discipline's 
chapter  relating  to  The  Mission 
and  Ministry  of  the  Church  needs 
immediate  revision. 

Virginia  B.  Red 
Lafayette,  La. 

More  than  'clash' 

Regarding  the  UMR  Jan.  20  ar¬ 
ticle,  whenever  a  United  Method¬ 
ist  pastor  has  to  ask  what  is  meant 
by  the  term  “lost”  when  used  to 
describe  man’s  natural  condition, 
we  have  much  more  than  a  “cul¬ 
ture  clash,”  as  the  Reporter  calls  it. 

Surely  the  impetus  that  sent 
Wesley,  Asbury  and  Coke  on  their 
preaching  missions  was  the  con¬ 
viction — even  the  assurance — that 
without  Christ  people  were  LOST. 
This  condition  was  not  one  of 
mere  temporary  misplacement  nor 
a  cultural  preference.  It  was  the  in¬ 
evitable  separation  from  a  holy 
God  caused  by  man’s  natural  and 


deliberate  choice  to  “set  up  house¬ 
keeping  on  his  own”  and  thus  be¬ 
come  his  own  god. 

Any  preacher  who  puts  any  cre¬ 
dence  in  scripture  or  takes  note  of 
the  worsening  moral  morass  the 
world  is  in  simply  does  not  de¬ 
serve  the  title  if  he/she  does  not 
recognize  these  immutable  facts. 

Jesus’  parables  of  the  lost  coin, 
the  lost  sheep  and  the  lost  boy  may 
have  some  preliminary  steps  lead¬ 
ing  to  being  found,  but  the  act  of 
finding  or  being  found  is  not  just  a 
result  of  cultural  polishing  or  edu¬ 
cating  oneself  into  the  kingdom. 
Our  hope  is  in  transformation,  not 
conformation  to  a  culture  however 
appealing  or  refined. 

LeRoy  J.  Hankins 
Mattoon,  Ill. 

Deep  divisions 

Recent  letters  in  UMR  provide 
striking  evidence  of  the  deep  divi¬ 
sions  among  United  Methodist  la¬ 
ity  on  the  subject  of  welfare. 

As  a  former  state  administrator  of 
welfare  programs  in  a  Republican 
administration  from  1987  to  1991 
and  as  a  “refugee”  from  a  career  in 
federal  human  services  policy  and 
administrative  positions,  I  hope  my 
perspectives  will  be  of  interest. 

In  his  letter  (UMR,  Dec.  30), 
Brian  Rice  McCarthy  expresses  a 
concern  that  I  think  valid:  that  the 
current  anti-welfare  mood  in  the 
country  may  lead  to  a  war  against 
the  poor.  Certainly,  some  propos¬ 
als  which  have  surfaced  in  Con¬ 
gress  and  in  some  states  have  a 
punitive  cast  to  them. 

On  the  other  hand,  there  is  also 
validity  to  the  sentiments  expressed 
by  David  R.  Melville  and  John  E. 


Fowler  (UMR.  Jan.  20).  They  both 
call  for  the  church  to  get  back  to 
its  mission  of  helping  the  poor  and 
to  stop  relying  on  the  government 
to  uplift  those  in  need. 

In  my  view,  government  welfare 
programs  have  both  failed  and 
succeeded.  They  have  succeeded 
in  the  sense  that  they  have  enabled 
this  country  to  make  the  transition 
to  a  highly  urbanized,  cash-depen¬ 
dent  society  without  children  or 
other  vulnerable  people  dying 
from  starvation. 

On  the  other  hand,  government 
has  failed  miserably  in  designing 
and  operating  programs  that  pro¬ 
vide  the  right  incentives  and  the 
right  amounts  of  help  at  the  right 
time  and  in  a  constructive  way. 
Likewise,  government  has  been 
singularly  unsuccessful  in  explain¬ 
ing  its  programs  and  their  objec¬ 
tives  in  ways  that  can  be 
understood  and  supported  by  the 
tax-paying,  voting  citizenry. 

Congressional  Republicans  have 
a  wonderful  opportunity  to  help  the 
nation  chart  a  new  course  on  wel¬ 
fare  policy.  That  course  should  in¬ 
clude  a  much  larger  role  for 
churches,  civic  groups  and  business¬ 
es.  It  will  not  be  successful,  howev¬ 
er,  if  it  is  based  on  total  withdrawal 
of  government’s  participation.  We 
need  wiser  and  more  effective  gov¬ 
ernmental  policies. 

Robert  Fulton 

Patton,  Mo. 

Address  letters  for  publication  to 
"Letters  to  the  Editor,"  United 
Methodist  Reporter.  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266- 
0275.  or  fax  letters  to  214-630- 
0079. 
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What  do  church  youths  have  to  say  about  their  faith's  impact  on  their  lives? 
Researchers  asked  2.365  Protestant  7th  to  12th  graders  in  1989  if  they  agreed 
with  the  following  statements.  Here  are  the  percentages  who  did: 


Some  Christians  struggle 
for  the  presence  of  God 


By  VERNON  SCHMID 


Here  I  Stand 


i% 


Faith  causes  me  to  pay  less  attention  to  myself 


I  often  pray  for  God's  help  for  others. 


Jesus  is  a  teacher  who  shows  me  how  to  love  and  serve. 


My  religious  faith  causes  me  to  care  abotrtother  people. 


Source:  Search  Institute 
survey  of  2365  Protestant 
youths,  17%  members  of 
The  United  Methodist 
Church,  18%  members 
of  Christian  Church 
(Disciples  of  Christ). 

18%  Presbyterian  Church 
(USA).  20%  United  Church 
of  Christ,  27%  Evangelical 
Lutheran  Church 
in  America. 

REPORTER  GRAPHIC 
BY  DEBRA  MCKNIGHT 


On  a  recent  fact-finding  mission  to 
southern  Mexico  it  was  again  brought 
home  to  me  that  the  church  does  not 
exist  for  itself  but  for  others.  And  the 
source  of  this  call  is  the  Bible. 

Among  the  poorest  of  the  poor 
you  find  Christian  Base  Communi¬ 
ties  whose  empowerment  is  through 
the  biblical  mandate  to  choose  the 
option  of  being  one  with  the  poor  in 
the  liberation  of  the  poor. 

They  ask  questions  like  “What  is 
God’s  judgment  on  this  place  in 
which  we  live?  How  are  we  living? 
If  it  is  not  what  God  wants,  then 
how  can  we  meet  God’s  desire  for 
us?  If  God  wants  justice,  what 
should  we  do?” 

Their  answer:  Christians  must 
struggle  for  the  presence  of  God  in 
their  lives — not  as  individuals  but 
as  a  society. 

These  communities — there  are  an 
estimated  900  in  the  state  of  More¬ 
los  alone — came  about  through  in- 
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tense  Bible  study.  As  they 
prayerfully  read  passages  set  forth 
in  the  lectionary  they  keep  in  mind, 
“The  Bible  gives  us  life  and  we  give 
life  to  the  Bible.” 

The  process  is  simple: 

1) .  Read  the  biblical  text  aloud 
giving  thought  to  the  context  of  the 
passage,  its  structure,  what  it  says  to 
whom  and  where  and  ask  the  ques¬ 
tion,  “What  qualities  of  God  appear 
in  the  text?” 

2) .  Meditate  with  mind  and  heart 
on  what  the  text  says  to  the  readers 
and  what  God  is  asking  of  the  readers. 

3) .  Using  one’s  heart  and  feelings, 
approach  the  text  prayerfully  and 
with  thanksgiving,  praise  and  hu¬ 
mility. 

4) .  Contemplate  on  what  the  text 
commits  the  reader  to  and  follow 
through  on  discernment  and  action. 

The  bottom  line  is  clear.  Using 
the  biblical  text  correctly,  we  are  en¬ 
abled  to  see,  judge  and  act  on  behalf 
of  justice  and  peace. 


'7  am  enclosing  some  pictures  to  show  you  uihat  United 
Methodist  Development  Fund  is  helping  to  accomplish. 
This  is  going  to  be  a  beautiful  building.  "J.R. 


(Excerpted  from  letter  sent  by  a  church  member  of  Whiting  United  Methodist.) 

first  Mortgage  Money  Available 

The  United  Methodist  Development  Fund 

Providing  first  mortgage  loans  for  United  Methodist  churches, 
districts,  city  societies,  district  unions,  and  conference  church 
extension  societies;  for  new  construction,  renovations, 
additions,  relocations,  and  parsonages. 

For  information  and/or  a  Loan  Application  call 

1-212-870-3865. 

The  United  Methodist  Development  Fund 
Room  320,  475  Riverside  Drive,  New  York,  NY  101 15 
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SURGEON  GENERAL:  Henry  Foster 

Jr.,  61,  faculty  member  and  administrator  at 
United  Methodist-related  Meharry  Medical 
College  in  Nashville,  has  been  nominated  by 
President  Clinton  for  the  office  of  U.S.  Surgeon 
General.  Dr.  Foster,  a  gynecologist  and  author¬ 
ity  on  reducing  infant  mortality  and  prevent¬ 
ing  teen  pregnancy  and  drug  abuse,  is  on  a 
one-year  sabbatical  from  Meharry,  where  he 
has  served  as  dean  of  the  school  of  medicine 
and  was  acting  president.  If  confirmed  by  the 
Senate,  Dr.  Foster  will  succeed  Joycelyn  Elders, 
a  pediatrician  and  a  United  Methodist,  who  was 
fired  in  December. 


KEEP  'EM  BRIEF:  Petitions  to  the  1 996 
United  Methodist  General  Conference  should 
be  brief,  and  identical  petitions  sent  by  several  ' 
people  are  pointless,  according  to  General  Con¬ 
ference  Secretary  Carolyn  M.  Marshall  of  Vee- 
dersburg,  Ind.  “The  same  petition  sent  in 
quantity  is  wasted  effort  and  money,”  Ms. 
Marshall  said.  Only  the  first  received  will  be 
processed,  although  all  will  be  recorded  and 
kept  on  file,  she  explained. 

FUNDING  EDUCATION:  Ann  H.  Die, 

president  of  United  Methodist-related  Hendrix 
College,  Conway,  Ark.,  was  one  of  26  college 
and  university  presidents  who  recently  met  in 
Washington  with  President  Clinton  to  discuss 
issues  related  to  funding  education.  President 
Clinton  urged  the  college  administrators  to 
work  to  protect  federal  education  dollars  from 
budget  cuts  by  the  U.S.  Congress.  He  also 
asked  for  support  of  his  Middle  Class  Bill  of 
Rights,  the  national  service  program  and  the 
direct  student  loan  program.  The  service  pro¬ 
gram  and  student  loan  program  have  been  tar¬ 
geted  for  spending  cuts  by  the  Republican- 
controlled  104th  Congress. 

VIOLENCE  PREVENTION:  Bethlehem 

Centers  of  Nashville  recently  received  a 
$100,000  award  from  the  Metropolitan  Life 
Foundation  for  the  centers’  violence  prevention 
program — Men  of  Distinction.  Bethlehem  Cen¬ 
ters,  a  100-year-old  agency  related  to  the 
church’s  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
working  with  100  Black  Men  of  Middle  Ten¬ 
nessee  Inc.,  the  Nashville  NAACP  and  the 
Metro  Health  Department,  created  the  Men  of 
Distinction  program  in  1 989  to  give  adoles¬ 
cents  in  public  housing  neighborhoods  positive 
alternatives  to  violent  behavior  and  crime. 


NO  AID  CUTS:  The  Rev.  Jose  Chipenda, 
general  secretary  of  the  All  Africa  Conference 
of  Churches,  has  urged  American  lawmakers  to 
spurn  calls  to  reduce  foreign  aid  to  African  na¬ 
tions.  “If  the  United  States  is  as  committed  to 
democracy  as  its  policies  indicate,  then  this  is 
the  wrong  time  to  reduce  development  sup¬ 
port,”  Mr.  Chipenda  said. 

ANGLICAN  NAMED:  The  Rev.  John 

Peterson,  a  native  of  Michigan  who  has  been 
serving  as  Dean  of  St.  George’s  College  in  Je¬ 
rusalem,  has  been  named  general  secretary  of 
the  Anglican  Communion,  the  worldwide  orga¬ 
nization  of  Anglican  and  Episcopal  churches. 
The  body’s  spiritual  head  is  the  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


UMs  help  Haitian  hospital  heal  kids 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

First  in  a  series 

PORT-AU-PRINCE,  Haiti— 
The  most  powerful  sight  in  Haiti 
is  not  U.S.  tanks  rumbling 
through  the  narrow,  crumbling 
streets  but  the  faces  of  the  chil¬ 
dren. 

Bright,  smiling,  trusting,  they 
are  too  young  to  know  that  cen¬ 
turies  of  corrupt  leaders  have 
stripped  the  wealth  from  the  land 
and  robbed  them  of  their  future. 
Or  that  their  powerful  U.S. 
neighbors  to  the  north  helped  de¬ 
stroy  their  already  ravaged  econ¬ 
omy  through  three  years  of 
economic  sanctions. 

They  don’t  know  yet  how  small 
is  their  hope. 

These  children  of  the  poorest 
nation  in  the  Western  Hemi¬ 
sphere  are  still  happy  to  tag  along 
laughing  after  the  “blancs” 
(whites)  no  matter  whether  they 
come  in  the  name  of  the  Prince 
of  Peace  bearing  gifts  or  come  in 
military  uniforms  bearing  arms. 

Both  gifts  and  arms  are  need¬ 
ed,  says  John  Yates,  head  of 
Grace  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Hospital 
in  Port-au- 
Prince.  The 
hospital  is  sup¬ 
ported  in  part 
by  partner  in¬ 
stitution  the 
United  Meth¬ 
odist  Commit-  John  Yates 
tee  on  Relief  and  by  gifts  from 
individual  congregations  and 
United  Methodists. 

Although  Dr.  Yates’  ambiva¬ 
lence  about  the  presence  of 
multi-national  troops  in  Haiti  is 
written  large  across  his  face,  he  says 
military  intervention  starting  in 
1994  was  necessary  to  end  the 


Contributions  to  Grace  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Hospital  in  Haiti  can  be 
made  through  local  churches  to 
United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  Advance  #418520-7;  Inter- 
natonal  Child  Care,  Advance 
#418847-3. 


U.S.-backed  embargo  which  was 
strangling  the  hospital,  most  oth¬ 
er  mission  work  and  the  econo¬ 
my  as  a  whole. 

The  hospital  was  within  two 
weeks  of  having  to  shut  down,  he 
said,  because  of  inflated  costs  of 
fuel  needed  to  keep  generators 
running. 

“It  was  like  pouring  gold  into 
the  generators,”  he  told  a  group 
of  United  Methodists  from  West 
Michigan  and  North  Texas,  re¬ 
ferring  to  the  fuel  which  was  legal 
for  the  hospital  to  have,  but  enor¬ 
mously  expensive  nonetheless. 

Electrical  power  in  Haiti  is  er¬ 
ratic  at  best,  and  the  hospital  has 
to  depend  on  gasoline-powered 
generators  during  prolonged 
power  failures. 

Major  health  problems 

Dr.  Yates  said  that  Interna¬ 
tional  Child  Care  and  the  hospi¬ 
tal  have  historically  treated 
children  who  have  tuberculosis,  a 
major  health  problem  in  Haiti. 

The  hospital  continues  that 
ministry,  he  said,  but  has  ex¬ 
panded  to  include  “anything 


which  threatens  the  health  of  a 
child.” 

That  includes  the  top  addition¬ 
al  health  threats  to  children:  mal¬ 
nutrition  and  diarrhea  caused  by 
polluted  water,  parasites  or  lack 
of  nourishing  food. 

Some  children  suffer  triple 
maladies:  malnutrition,  tubercu¬ 
losis  and  AIDS  contracted  from  a 
parent. 

During  the  embargo,  Dr.  Yates 
said,  malnutrition  rose  from  50 
percent  of  their  patients  to  75 
percent. 

Most  of  the  hospital’s  some 
4,000  patients  a  month  are  treat¬ 
ed  as  outpatients.  Only  the  most 
severely  ill  children  are  admitted 
to  the  72-bed  hospital  for  inpa¬ 
tient  care. 

Inpatient  children  often  stay 
for  months  as  their  lungs  gradu¬ 
ally  begin  to  clear  and  they  gain 
strength.  The  hospital  provides  a 
school  for  ambulatory  children 
where  they  learn  to  read  and 
leant  “that  God  loves  them.” 

Education  a  strategy 

Education  is  one  of  several 
strategies  with  which  Interna¬ 
tional  Child  Care  attacks  prob¬ 
lems  affecting  child  and 
community  health  throughout 
Haiti.  Mothers’  classes  in  nutri¬ 
tion,  family  planning  and  well- 
baby  care  are  set  up  in  urban 
slums  and  in  the  countryside. 

Another  strategy  is  immuniza¬ 
tion.  In  1993,  for  example,  ICC 
vaccinated  nearly  30,000  children 
against  six  diseases  and  supported 
72  clinics  with  distribution  of  TB 
drugs  and  training. 

Hope  is  small  in  Haiti.  But 
hope  still  exists,  nurtured  by  the 
work  of  Haitian  Methodists, 
United  Methodists  in  the  U.S. 
and  elsewhere  and  people  of 
good  will  of  other  faith  groups. 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BV  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

PORT-AU-PRINCE,  Haiti — Haitian  children  happily  request 
that  a  "blanc"  (white  person)  take  their  photo.  Some  "blancs" 
are  with  United  Methodist  and  other  Christian  groups  trying  to 
help  Haiti  recover  from  three  years  of  a  U.S.-led  oil  embargo 
and  economic  sanctions  designed  to  force  the  reinstatement  of 
President  )ean-Bertrand  Aristide  and  the  ouster  of  the  military 
coup  that  deposed  him  (see  accompanying  stories). 
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Why  United  Methodists  go  to  Haiti 


CAP— HAITIAN,  Haiti  — 
Why  would  anyone  want  to  go  to 
Haiti? 

That  is  the  question  faced  by 
many  if  not  most  United  Meth¬ 
odist  volunteers  and  profession- 

PORT-AU-PRINCE,  Haiti— 
U.S.  tanks  are  a  common 
sight  rumbling  and  screech¬ 
ing  through  crumbling  streets 
of  Haiti  The  tanks  often  at¬ 
tract  a  crowd  of  children, 
who  follow  them  through  the 
streets.  It  was  the  threat  of 
military  invasion,  not  the  em¬ 
bargo,  that  finally  resolved 
Haiti's  crisis  and  led  to  the 
reinstatement  of  President 
Aristide  (see  related  story 
above). 


als  who  go  to  that  beleaguered 
country  to  do  mission  work. 

The  question  is  not  surprising 
given  the  dark  financial,  environ¬ 
mental  and  social  picture  of  the 
country  painted  by  the  media. 

Most  volunteers  give  an  an¬ 
swer  something  like  this:  “Yes, 
the  situation  in  Haiti  is  bleak.  It 
is  an  environmental  disaster.  The 
poverty  is  unrelenting. 

“However,  there  is  a  bright 
side  to  Haiti:  its  people.” 

Or,  they  say,  “No  place  else  on 
Earth  can  a  little  money  and  a  lit¬ 
tle  effort  make  such  a  differ¬ 
ence.” 

But  the  true  answer  may  lie  in 
a  devotional  given  by  Ellen 
Palmer,  a  United  Methodist  lay- 
woman  who,  as  a  nurse,  has  been 
active  in  mission  work  in  Haiti 


for  some  20  years. 

Dr.  Palmer  was  speaking  to  a 
group  of  American  United  Meth¬ 
odists  as  they  rolled  across  coun¬ 
try  in  the  white  Grace  Children's 
Hospital  van  (see  related  story 
above). 

“This  is  why  people  come  to 
Haiti,”  she  said,  then  read  aloud 
from  popular  author  Henri 
Nouwen’s  With  Burning  Hearts, 
“The  encounter  with  the  stranger 
from  Nazareth  ....  made  them 
into  people  for  whom  the  world 
was  no  longer  a  burden  but  a 
challenge,  no  longer  a  field  of 
snares  but  a  place  with  endless 
opportunities.  He  brought  joy 
and  peace  to  their  daily  experi¬ 
ence.  He  made  their  life  into  a 
dance!’  ” 

—DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 


Evangelical  professor's  controversial  book  is 
exercise  in  intellectual  diversity,  says  publisher 


lease  of  the  “unquestionably 
controversial”  book  by  calling  for 
“intellectual  diversity.” 

Robert  K.  Feaster,  chief  execu¬ 
tive  officer  of  Abingdon  Press  and 
the  United  Methodist  Church’s 
publisher,  and  Neil  Alexander,  edi¬ 
torial  director  of  the  press  and  the 
denomination's  official  book  editor, 
said  two  books  will  be  released  soon 
reflecting  other  viewpoints  on  theo¬ 
logical  education. 

To  the  criticism  that  Dr.  Oden’s 
book  constitutes  an  endorsement  of 
the  author’s  critique,  Mr.  Feaster 


and  Mr.  Alexander  said,  “Discern¬ 
ing  readers  will  recognize  that  Pro¬ 
fessor  Oden  speaks  for  himself. 

“If  some  confuse  publication  for 
editorial  endorsement,  they  neither 
understand  the  role  of  publishers 
nor  are  they  familiar  with  the  wide 
diversity  of  viewpoints  in  Abingdon 
Press  books.” 

The  Rev.  Neal  F.  Fisher,  presi¬ 
dent  of  United  Methodist-related 
Garrett-Evangelical  Theological 
Seminary  in  Evanston,  Ill.,  is  the 
author  of  one  of  two  books  on  theo¬ 
logical  education  to  be  released 
soon  by  Abingdon. 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE — By  the  time  it 
was  released  Jan.  30,  a  book  by  self- 
described  “orthodox  evangelical” 
Thomas  C.  Oden  had  prompted 
widespread  criticism  from  across 
the  church  and  a  defense  by  execu¬ 
tives  of  Abingdon,  the  book  pub¬ 
lishing  arm  of  the  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House. 

The  208-page  Requiem:  A  La¬ 
ment  in  Three  Movements  criticizes, 
among  other  things,  modem  theo¬ 
logical  education  and  liberal  mainline 
Protestant  church  bureaucracies. 


Dr.  Oden,  a  widely  known  con¬ 
servative,  is  professor  of  theology  at 
the  Theological  School  at  United 
Methodist-related  Drew  University, 
Madison,  N.J. 

According  to  Publishing  House  of¬ 
ficials,  most  pre-publication  criticism 
came  from  individuals  who  had  ei¬ 
ther  read  advance  manuscripts  pro¬ 
vided  by  the  House  or  had  seen 
articles  in  publications  such  as  Good 
News,  a  magazine  published  by  the 
church’s  evangelical  caucus. 

In  a  statement,  two  senior  Abing¬ 
don  executives  defended  their  re¬ 


united  Methodist  News  Service 


“I  regret  that  the  (Oden)  book 
was  published,”  he  told  United 
Methodist  News  Service.  “It  is 
grossly  unfair.  Any  of  us  could  find 
anecdotes  for  anything,  but  the 
book  doesn’t  wash  as  a  picture  of 
theological  education. 

“There’s  enough  truth  in  the 
book  to  make  you  wince,”  he  said, 
“but  basically  it  is  a  very  skewed 
view  of  theological  education.  His 
description  of  theological  education 
is  not  as  1  have  experienced  it  in 
two  seminaries.” 

Abingdon  officials  say  the  Oden 
book  came  to  them  as  an  unsolicit¬ 
ed  manuscript.  Dr.  Oden  has  writ¬ 
ten  three  other  books  for  the 
Publishing  House:  The  Structure  of 
Awareness  (1969),  Guilt  Free 
( 1 980),  and  The  Transforming  Pow¬ 
er  of  Grace  (1993). 


From  'Requiem:  A  Lament  in  Three  Movements' 


In  his  book,  Requiem:  A  Lament  in  Three  Move¬ 
ments,  the  Rev.  Thomas  C.  Oden  says  the  title  re¬ 
fers  to  “a  laying  to  rest  and  an  attempt  to  celebrate 
a  passing.  ...  [of  forms  of  life]  spawned  by  liberal 
ecumenism  and  liberated  theological  education.” 

His  “lament”  or  “expression  of  deep  sorrow”  is 
for  a  “once-vital  ethos  of  liberal  learning  and  insti¬ 
tutional  establishments  of  old-line  bureaucratic 
ecumenism.” 

After  a  lifetime  of  teaching  in  what  he  describes 
as  “orthodoxly  retrogressive  seminary  settings,” 
Dr.  Oden  says  he  is  “convinced  that  the  present 
system  is  practically  irreformable.” 

Trustees  of  church-related  educational  institu¬ 
tions  are  “increasingly  demanding  the  right  to 
know  why  clergy  leadership  is  so  prone  to  political 
indiscretions,  bizarre  experiments  and  ideological 
binges,”  he  says. 


In  the  last  decade,  he  says,  the  curriculum  of 
seminaries  has  been  liberated  for  “sexually  per¬ 
missive  advocacy,  political  activism  and  ultrafe¬ 
minist  hype.” 

The  study  of  ethics,  he  writes,  has  become  the 
study  of  “political  correctness;”  the  study  of  litur¬ 
gy  “an  experiment  in  color,  balloons,  poetry  and 
freedom;”  and  pastoral  care  “a  support  group  for 
the  sexually  alienated.” 

In  an  appendix  to  the  book,  Dr.  Oden  asks,  “Is 
anything  at  all  incompatible  with  Christian  teach¬ 
ing?” 

“Like  fornication,  homosexuality  is  expressly  for¬ 
bidden  by  scriptural  teaching,”  he  says.  “But  we  see 
no  one  urgently  petitioning  the  church  to  legitimize 
fornication,  as  is  the  case  with  homosexuality.” 


At  Asbury 
Seminary,  It’s 
Who  You  Know 
That  Counts 


eorge  Hunter  was 
a  fish  out  of  water 
*he  summer  ol  ‘62.  As 
a  seminary  student,  he  spent 
eight  weeks  sharing  his  faith 
with  "Muscle  Beach" 
surfers,  beatniks  and  body 
builders.  They  thought  he 
was  from  another  planet  — 
stained-glass  church  jargon 
made  little  sense  to  these 
folks.  That  experience  set 
Hunter  on  a  lifetime  quest 
that  has  placed  him  among 
the  leading  authorities  on 
communicating  the  Gospel 
to  secular  people. 

As  Dean  of  Asbury 
Seminary's  E.  Stanley 
Jones  School  of  World 
Mission  and  Evangelism, 

Dr.  Hunter  specializes  in 
teaching  students  how  to 
present  the  unchanging 
truth  of  the  Gospel  to  our 
post-Christian  world.  And 
in  a  world  that  's  adrift  in  a 
sea  of  pluralism,  t  he  mission 
field  isn't  just  overseas  — it's 
over  a  cup  of  coffee,  over 
the  neighbor's  hedges,  over¬ 
looking  12th  &  Vine. 

So  meet  George  Hunter. 
And  prepare  to  meet  your 
world  with  the  life-chang¬ 
ing  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ 
Contact  the  office  of 
admissions  today  at  1  -800- 

2- ASBURY. 
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OPPOSE  BALANCING:  Eighteen  re¬ 
ligious  organizations,  including  the  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of  Church  and  Soci¬ 
ety  and  the  National  Council  of  the  Churches 
of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A.,  have  sent  a  message  to 
Congress  urging  opposition  to  the  proposed  bal¬ 
anced  budget  amendment.  They  claim  that  it 
would  cut  effective  programs  serving  low  and 
moderate  income  people.  The  message  noted 
that  Congress  needs  to  have  the  flexibility  to 
respond  to  fiscal  crises  with  the  type  of  limits 
imposed  by  the  amendment  and  told  Congress 
that  even  if  religious  bodies  tripled  their  ef¬ 
forts  to  provide  food,  housing  and  other  pro¬ 
grams  for  low  income  people,  “the  religious 
community  could  handle  only  a  tiny  fraction 
of  the  need  that  is  currently  being  met  by  the 
federal  government." 

CAMPING  RESOURCE:  The  Rev.  Gary 

M.  Keene,  council  director  of  the  United 
Methodist  Yellowstone  regional  conference, 
has  been  contracted  by  the  church’s  General 
Board  of  Discipleship  to  provide  resources  and 
support  training  services  for  camps  and  retreat 
ministries  for  the  board.  Contract  Mr.  Keene 
at  245  Wyoming  Ave.,  Billings,  Mont.  59101; 
or  call  (404)  256-1385;  fax  (406)  256-4948. 

CORRECTION:  The  Rev.  Roger  Velasquez 
was  incorrectly  identified  in  a  picture  on  page  4 
of  the  Jan.  23  issue  of  the  Reporter  as  the  pas¬ 
tor  leading  the  Pico-Union  congregation  in 
worship.  The  pastor  pictured  leading  worship 
was  the  Rev.  Thomas  Lopez. 


RELIGION  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 


WASHINGTON — Several  hundred  United 
Methodists  joined  thousands  of  protesters 
in  an  anti-abortion  demonstration  recently 
in  the  nation's  capital.  They  marched  on 
Constitution  Avenue,  marking  the  22nd  an¬ 
niversary  of  the  Supreme  Court  ruling  Roe 
vs.  Wade  that  legalized  most  abortions. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Religious  coalition  fights  porn 


PHOTO  BV  STEVE  AND  MARY  SKIOLD 

The  innocence  of  children  has  been  exploited  in  world  wide 
pornography  distribution  through  a  variety  of  means,  including 
computer  link  ups  such  as  Internet,  say  religious  leaders  from 
37  nations  at  a  recent  meeting  in  Manila  (see  related  articles  at 
left,  right  and  below). 

Manila  Declaration 


By  PATRICIA  LEFEVERE 

Religious  coalitions  have  orga¬ 
nized  to  feed  the  hungry,  aid  refu¬ 
gees,  oppose  weapons  and 
promote  corporate  responsibility. 

But  never  to  anyone’s  knowl¬ 
edge  has  such  a  diverse  group  of 
Christians  been  formed  as  the 
one  that  emerged  recently  in  the 
Philippines  to  fight  a  scourge 
that  is  rarely  mentioned  in  ser¬ 
mons,  seminaries  or  schools. 

The  subject  was  pornography. 
The  place  was  Manila.  The  169 
delegates  from  37  nations  and 
some  50  religious  organizations 
came  resolved  to  mobilize  against 
hard-core  and  child  pornography. 

They  included  four  Catholic 
cardinals,  a  representative  from 
the  Vatican,  the  head  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  the  Churches  of 
Christ  in  the  U.S.A.,  leaders  of 
Orthodox,  Protestant,  Evangeli¬ 
cal,  Pentecostal  and  Mormon 
churches  and  the  Salvation  Army 
as  well  as  delegates  from  the 
Muslim  and  Sikh  faiths. 

Began  8  years  ago 

The  conference  was  organized 
by  the  Cincinnati-based  Reli¬ 
gious  Alliance  Against  Pornogra¬ 
phy  which  began  eight  years  ago 
in  the  New  York  living  room  of 
Cardinal  John  O’Connor. 

Before  going  to  Manila,  the 
group  had  sponsored  national 
conferences,  met  with  and  gained 
the  support  of  two  presidents  and 
three  attorneys  general  and 
helped  pass  the  federal  Child  Ex¬ 
ploitation  and  Obscenity  Act  of 
1988  and  the  Child  Sexual  Abuse 
Protection  Act  of  1 994. 

The  latter  act  makes  it  illegal 
for  Americans  to  travel  abroad 
for  the  purpose  of  sex  tourism. 

The  conference  chose  to  limit 
its  focus  to  hard-core  and  child 
pornography,  which  are  illegal  and 
unprotected  by  the  First  Amend¬ 
ment,  said  Cardinal  Joseph  Ber- 
nardin  of  Chicago,  a  founder  of 
the  alliance  and  a  key  figure  be¬ 
hind  the  Manila  meeting. 

The  conference  cited  1 1  Su¬ 
preme  Court  anti-obscenity  rul¬ 
ings. 

“The  laws  are  already  on  the 
books,  but  our  prosecution  is 
slack,”  said  United  Methodist 
Bishop  George  Bashore  of  Pitts¬ 
burgh. 

Dean  Kaplan  of  Fairfax,  Va., 
the  alliance  vice  president  for 
public  policy,  told  the  Manila  au¬ 
dience  that  at  least  25  percent  of 


the  material  available  worldwide 
employs  bondage  and  domina¬ 
tion  or  sado-masochism  where 
women  are  tortured  for  the  sexu¬ 
al  pleasure  of  men. 

Exploit  sexual  deviances 

Another  15  percent  depicts 
sexual  deviances  including  wom¬ 
en  being  urinated  and  defecated 
upon,  children  being  abused  or 
pregnant  women  being  bound, 
said  Mr.  Kaplan. 

National  commissions  on  por¬ 
nography  have  reported  that  one 
in  five  boys  and  one  in  10  girls  in 
the  United  States  had  first  expo¬ 
sure  to  pornography  by  age  12 
and  that  teens  aged  12-17  are  the 
ones  most  frequently  exposed  to 
pornography.  With  the  wide¬ 
spread  use  of  home  computers, 
pornography  threatens  younger 
and  younger  children. 

“We  have  to  protect  our  chil¬ 
dren’s  future,”  Bishop  Bashore 
said. 

This  means  building  religious 
coalitions  with  other  nations  and 
cultures  where  there  is  often  “lit¬ 
tle  awareness  of  the  violent  na¬ 
ture  and  terrible  abuse  of 
children,”  he  said. 

Ron  O’Grady,  a  conference 
speaker,  is  the  author  of  a  book  ex¬ 
posing  child-sex  tourism  in  Asia. 

Mr.  O’Grady  said  that  sexual 
abuse  of  Asian  children  by  for¬ 
eigners  has  become  common¬ 
place  in  at  least  10  Asian  nations 
and  that  some  I  million  children 
are  being  exploited. 

Virtual  sex  slaves 

He  described  Thai  girls  who 
are  virtual  “slaves”  of  the  sex 
trade,  who  never  see  daylight  and 
are  forced  to  “service”  30-40  cus¬ 
tomers  a  day. 

Many  of  Asia’s  pedophiles  are 
religious  missionaries,  church 
workers  and  volunteers,  said  Mr. 
O’Grady,  who  lives  in  Thailand 
and  works  with  the  Thai-based 
group,  ECPAT  (End  Child  Pros¬ 
titution  in  Asian  Tourism). 

Some  of  these  pedophiles  are 
successful  fundraisers,  some  have 
collaborated  in  sex  tourism, 
some  have  been  protected  by 
their  church  or  agency  and  some 
continue  to  abuse  children,  he 
charged. 

Mr.  O’Grady  appealed  to 
church  leaders  for  a  more  respon¬ 
sible  teaching  of  sexuality  in 
seminaries  and  schools,  more  rig¬ 
orous  screening  of  candidates  for 
ministry. 


MANILA — Despite  differences 
of  confessions  and  cultures,  dele¬ 
gates  from  some  50  religious 
groups  and  from  37  nations  were 
united  in  their  call  upon  the 
world’s  governments  to  toughen 
and  enforce  laws  against  promot¬ 
ers  and  users  of  hard-core  pornog¬ 
raphy  and  on  child-sex  tourism. 

In  their  three-page  Manila  Dec¬ 
laration  on  Pornography,  religious 
men  and  women  stated  that  sexu¬ 
ality  is  a  gift  from  God  which  por¬ 
nography  tragically  distorts. 

No  longer  an  issue  of  private 


morality,  pornography  has  be¬ 
come  a  major  economic  force 
with  vast  communal  ethical  im¬ 
plications,  the  declaration  states. 

The  document  also  calls  on 
churches  to  end  their  silence,  to 
clean  their  own  houses  and  to  “rig¬ 
orously  apply  the  due  processes  of 
law  when  dealing  with  offenders 
within  the  religious  community.” 

It  encouraged  the  coalition  to 
make  common  cause  with  other 
like-minded  organizations. 

—PATRICIA  LeFEVERE 


Child  porn 
proliferates 
on  Internet 

MANILA — While  sex  tourism 
sent  small  shock  waves  across 
some  segments  of  the  religious 
community  last  decade,  it  has 
proved  less  alarming  than  to¬ 
day’s  proliferation  of  pornogra¬ 
phy  on  the  Internet,  the 
electronic  highway  that  links 
computers  globally,  say  members 
of  a  37-nation,  interreligious  del¬ 
egation  to  a  conference  on  por¬ 
nography  in  the  Philippines. 

The  conference  was  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Cincinnati-based 
Religious  Alliance  Against  Por¬ 
nography. 

Churches  have  to  play  more 
than  “catch  up  ball,”  to  stop  the 
pell  mell  spread  of  pornogra¬ 
phy,  said  the  Rev.  Eileen 
Lindner,  who  chaired  the  con¬ 
ference  and  is  associate  general 
secretary  of  the  National  Coun¬ 
cil  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in 
the  U.S.A. 

Dr.  Lindner  was  referring  to 
the  fact  that  producers  and  dis¬ 
tributors  of  pornography  have 
successfully  exploited  advances 
in  computer  technology  and  now 
can  and  do  spread  their  “venom¬ 
ous”  products  worldwide. 

Hard-core  is  available  in  the 
back  rooms  of  thousands  of 
“mom  and  pop”  video  stores 
across  the  nation,  the  confer¬ 
ence  learned. 

The  video  series  “Taboo,” 
whose  predominant  theme  is 
incest,  is  America’s  top-selling 
porn  film,  Dean  Kaplan,  vice 
president  of  the  organizing 
body,  told  delegates. 

If  one’s  computer  is  linked  to 
the  Internet,  one  need  not  leave 
home  to  obtain  hard-core  mate¬ 
rials. 

“Many  computer-based  bul¬ 
letin  boards  offer  the  equivalent 
of  an  entire  pornographic  book¬ 
store  on  line,”  Mr.  Kaplan  said. 

The  entry  of  such  material 
onto  CD-ROMS  allows  users  to 
become  participants  in  the  sim¬ 
ulated  rape  and  torture  of  wom¬ 
en  and  children,  he  said. 

Increasingly,  pedophiles  are 
using  the  Internet  quietly  to 
trade  pictures  of  children  they 
have  abused  or  to  contact  chil¬ 
dren  for  illicit  sexual  encoun¬ 
ters,  he  added. 

—PATRICIA  LeFEVERE 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  Si. 40  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per 
insertion,  S28.00  minimum  charge  for  up  to 
20  words.  Blind  ads  $21.00  plus  SI  1.20  for 
the  8  words  to  insert  our  contact  information. 
Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on  con¬ 
tract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  approved 
in  advance. 

DIRECTOR/MANAGER  LOUISVILLE  Con¬ 
ference  Camp/Retreat  Center,  year-round  pro¬ 
gram:  emphasis  on  youth  camping.  College 
degree.  Experience  preferred.  Salan'  negotia¬ 
ble.  Deadline,  March  1.  Contact:  Rhoda  Pe¬ 
ters,  1115  South  Fourth  Street,  Louisville,  KY. 
Call  (502)  584-3838.  1 

POSITION  AVAILABLE-  CHURCH  Busi¬ 
ness  Administrator  for  2800-member  congre¬ 
gation.  Send  resume  to:  Rev.  J.  Donald 
Moorehead,  2331  So.  Germantown  Rd.,  Ger- 

CHURCH  PROGRAM  DIRECTOR.  Full¬ 
time.  Degree/experience.  Job  description 
available.  Contact:  First  UMC,  P.O.  Box  294, 
Madison,  FL  32341. 

MINISTER  OF  MUSIC.  2800-MEMBER 
downtown  church.  Responsible  for  compre¬ 
hensive  music  ministry,  including  orchestra 
and  children's,  youth,  and  adult  vocal  and 
handbell  choirs.  Master  of  music  required. 
Compensation  commensurate  with  skills  and 
experience.  Send  resume  to:  Marie  Baldree, 
First-Centenary  UMC,  P.O.  Box  208,  Chatta¬ 
nooga,  TN  37401. 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR  WANTED  FOR  estab¬ 
lished  program.  Part  or  full-time.  Experience 
preferred.  Salary  and  benefits  negotiable.  Re¬ 
sume:  First  UMC,  Box  89,  Mineola,  TX 
75773.(903)  569-5426. 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR-  PASTORAL 
Counseling  Center.  Responsibilities:  Center 
administration,  clinical  services,  community 
relations,  staff  development,  funding.  Ordina- 
tion,  AAPC  Fellow  or  Diplomate,  master  of 
divinity,  psychology  and/or  social  work  re¬ 
quired.  AAMFT  member  and  licensable  in 
Wisconsin  desirable.  Administrative  and 
counseling  experience  essential.  Competitive 
salary  and  benefit  package.  Send  letter  and  re¬ 
sume  to:  Scott  Firgens,  Fox  Valley  Pastoral 
Counseling  Center,  17  Park  Place,  Appleton, 
WI  54915-8270,  (414)739-9319. 

DIRECTOR  OF  EDUCATION  AND  Youth. 
Fort  Valley  United  Methodist,  a  strong,  active 
800-member  church  seeks  a  full-time  Director 
of  Education  with  emphasis  on  youth  ministry. 
Christian  education  degree  or  comparable  ex¬ 
perience  preferred.  Please  submit  resume  to: 
Search  Committee,  P.O.  Box  1258,  Fort  Val¬ 
ley,  GA  31030,  telephone  (912)  825-2762. 

ORGANIST/PIANIST  PART-TIME,  wanted 
for  growing  church  in  Austin,  TX.  Three  wor¬ 
ship  services  and  two  adult  choirs  to  accompa¬ 
ny.  Diverse  worship  services  and  styles. 
Competitive  salary.  Contact  Steve  Angle  at 
Manchaca  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box 
460,  Manchaca,  TX  78652.  (512)  282-7274. 

“DO  YOU  WANT  TO  ADOPT  A  BABY?” 
Methodist  Mission  Home/San  Antonio  now 
accepting  applications.  Texas  and  New  Mexico 
residents  call  (210)  696-7021  for  information. 

SMOKIE  MOUNTAINS  NEAR  LAKE  Juna- 
luska.  Affordable  efficiencies.  Incomparable 
view.  $190  per  week.  Mountain  View  Guest 
House,  P.O.  Box  1096,  Waynesville,  NC 
28786.(704) 627-9507. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION 
and  Program  needed  for  2000  +  member 
United  Methodist  Church  near  Houston,  Tex¬ 
as.  Large  children’s  program,  active  youth  and 
music  ministries.  Send  resume:  Friendswood 
UMC,  Attn:  Mrs.  Bonnie  Moore,  204  W. 
Edgewood,  Friendswood,  TX  77546.  Fax  (713) 
482-3225.  Deadline  March  17. 

ATTENTION:  PASTORS  AND  CHRISTIAN 
workers!  New  York  publishing  company  will 
make  your  own  soft  cover  book  from  tapes  of 
your  sermons  or  hard  copy  and  will  print  1000 
copies  for  only  S595.00  for  qualified  pastors. 
Call  Dr.  Batson  today  for  details:  (212)  613- 
3216.  24  hours. 

DYNAMIC  900-MEMBER  COUNTY-SEAT 
church  in  northwest  Georgia  is  seeking  a  full¬ 
time  person  to  assume  primary  responsibilities 
for  ministry  to  youth.  Additional  responsibil¬ 
ities  could  include  singles  ministry,  missions, 
and  family  life.  We  are  a  growing  church  that 
desires  to  build  a  strong  team  that  will  provide 
leadership  and  continuity  into  the  new  centu¬ 
ry.  Salary  and  benefit  package  commensurate 
with  experience.  Send  your  resume  to:  Cal¬ 
houn  First  UMC,  P.O.  Box  517,  Calhoun,  GA 
30703.  Attn:  Tom  Kerr  or  call  (706)  629-8949 
for  further  information. 

VACATIONING  ALASKA?  TWO  UNITED 
Methodists  will  put  their  43  years  of  Alaskan 
living  to  work  for  you  answering  your  vacation 
planning  questions.  For  free  information  write 
or  call:  Chuck  and  Larry’s  Personalized  Alas¬ 
kan  Vacation  Information  Service,  (907)  457- 
2025  or  1275  Summit  Dr.,  Fairbanks,  AK 
99712. 

“ORIGINAL’’  CONTEMPORARY  Christian 
songs!  Tawni  Vowell  Luke,  daughter  of  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  Lynn  Vowell,  Anna  UMC  pastor,  an- 
nounces  release  of  her  new  tape  entitled  “In  A 
Race”.  Available:  Cokesbury,  Dallas;  Logos, 
Dallas;  New  Life,  Lewisville;  Timothy’s, 
Gainesville;  Deeper  Life,  Mesquite.  Contact: 
Tawni  Vowell  Luke,  1325  Blue  Jay,  Lewisville, 
TX  75029.(214)  317-7995. 

PROGRAM  DIRECTOR  1200-MEMBER 
United  Methodist  Church,  near  Orlando  is 
looking  for  someone  with  proven  experience  to 
fill  this  full-time  ministry  position.  Send  letter 
or  application  and  resume  to:  Pastor  Thomp¬ 
son,  Community  United  Methodist  Church, 
4921  S.  Hwy.  17/92.  Casselberry,  FL  32707. 

MINISTER  TO  YOUTH/DIRECTOR  of 
Youth  Ministry  wanted  for  3200-member  sub¬ 
urban  church.  Full-time  position,  excellent  fa¬ 
cilities,  multiple  staff.  Work  with  parents  and 
youth  to  continue  to  strengthen  comprehen¬ 
sive  ministry  to/with  youth.  Experience  and 
training  required.  Send  resume  to:  Senior  Pas- 
tor,  Chapel  Hill  UMC,  2717  W.  Hefner  Rd.. 
Oklahoma  City,  OK  73120. 

POSITION  AVAILABLE:  DIRECTOR  OF 
Christian  Education  (K-12,  full-time).  St. 
Paul's  UMC  (1000+  members).  Box  1080, 
Helena,  MT  59624.  (406)  442-5643.  Includes 
health  and  pension.  Contact:  Rev.  Marianne 
Niesen. 

ASSOCIATE  PASTOR  FOR  GROWING  con¬ 
gregation  with  900  average  worship  in  Central 
Florida.  Responsibilities  include  coordination 
of  visitor  follow  up.  assimilation,  general  pas¬ 
toral  duties,  leadership  of  singles  ministry, 
preaching,  help  with  a  contemporary  Saturday 
worship  service  designed  for  boomers.  For 
more  information  call  (407)  267-7922,  or  write 
Indian  River  City  UMC,  1355  Cheney  High¬ 
way.  Titusville,  FL  32780. 

CLERGY  TAX  PREPARATION.  Former 
GCFA  General  Counsel  seeking  to  expand  ex¬ 
isting  tax  preparation  practice.  Fifteen  years 
experience  with  clergy  tax  problems.  Reason¬ 
able  rates.  Clergy  and  church  tax  seminars 
also  available.  Contact:  Craig  R.  Hoskins, 
P.O.  Box  7154,  Deerfield.  IL  60015  or  tele¬ 
phone  (708)  948-7047. 

Bishop:  'Churches  must  end  silence  on  porn' 


MANILA — United  Methodist 
Bishop  George  Bashore  of  the  West¬ 
ern  Pennsylvania  Conference  (see 
related  story  above)  was  one  of  five 
United  Method¬ 
ists  attending  the 
recent  pornogra¬ 
phy  conference 
in  the  Philip¬ 
pines. 

Others  came 
from  Britain  and 
the  Philippines. 

The  bishop  is  a  founder  and  one 
of  the  22  executive  committee 
members  of  the  Religious  Alliance 
Against  Pornography  which  orga¬ 
nized  the  international  gathering. 

“The  laws  are  already  on  the 
books,  but  our  prosecution  is 
slack,”  Bishop  Bashore  said. 


The  bishop  said  he  thought  that 
the  churches’  relative  silence  about 
pornography  and  child  abuse 
stemmed  from  “real  ignorance  ...  a 
kind  of  prudishness  about  such  top¬ 
ics  and  a  hesitancy  to  deal  with  the 
area  of  sex.” 

But  he  noted  that  sexual  behavior 
has  been  relegated  to  the  private 
sphere  too  long. 

“Pornography  is  not  a  private  af¬ 
fair,”  he  said.  “It’s  a  social  ill  and  a 
cancer  that  has  to  be  talked  about 
and  treated.” 

American  Christians  must  educate 
and  mobilize  themselves  against  por¬ 
nography  if  it  is  ever  to  be  stemmed, 
he  said.  They  must  know  that  a  num¬ 
ber  of  respected  studies  indicate  that 
hard-core  and  child  pornography 


contribute  significantly  to  the  world¬ 
wide  epidemic  of  sexual  violence  and 
crime  and  to  the  spread  of  sexually 
transmitted  disease. 

They  must  know  that  America  is 
the  leading  producer  of  hard-core 
pornography,  Bishop  Bashore  said. 
The  FBI  estimates  the  pom  trade  to 
by  an  $8-10  billion-a-year  industry 
and  ranks  it  as  organized  crime’s 
number  three  racket  after  narcotics 
and  gambling. 

To  stem  pornography,  Bishop  Ba¬ 
shore  added,  “We  need  to  start  with 
ourselves.  We’re  not  persons  stand¬ 
ing  away  from  this  problem  . . .  It’s 
far  more  prevalent  among  us  than 
we  think,”  he  said,  noting  that  a 
former  United  Methodist  pastor 
had  been  caught  recently  in  an  FBI 


sting  on  pornography. 

“Pornography  is  an  addictive  sub¬ 
stance — like  alcohol  and  drugs,"  the 
bishop  said.  Yet  too  often  pastors 
and  teachers  have  “divorced  person¬ 
al  morality  from  social  morality.” 

“We  talk  about  greed,  violence 
and  materialism  but  we  act  as  if  sex 
is  your  personal  business.” 

The  bishop  said  he  thought  that 
one  of  the  best  ways  to  fight  pornog¬ 
raphy  would  be  to  engage  United 
Methodist  Women  in  the  struggle. 

“We  need  to  raise  consciousness 
that  this  stuff  is  not  only  illegal  but 
it’s  also  a  public  health  and  safety 
issue;  it’s  a  form  of  child  abuse  and 
it  has  a  detrimental  effect  on  hus¬ 
bands  and  marriages,”  he  said. 

—PATRICIA  LeFEVERE 


George  Bashore 


'Film  illuminates  family  life  in  this  century' 


By  THOMAS  W.  GOODHUE 

Americans  are  in  the  midst  of  a  de¬ 
bate  about  how  we  will  raise  our  chil¬ 
dren.  Should  all  mothers  be 
encouraged  to  stay  at  home  with 
young  children?  Should  welfare  moth¬ 
ers  be  forced  to  put  their  infants  in 
day  care  and  go  to  work? 

Should  children  be  taken  from 
“unfit”  parents  and  placed  in  or¬ 
phanages?  Can  paid  employees  give 
kids  the  love  they  need?  And  what 
do  the  young  need  most  of  all,  love 
or  discipline? 

Jyll  Johnstone  and  Barbara  Et- 
tinger  are  not  out  to  make  a  politi¬ 
cal  statement,  but  their  new  film 
Martha  and  Ethel  casts  light  on  the 
current  controversy. 

These  two  friends  discovered  that 
each  had  a  complex  relationship 
with  the  nanny  who  raised  them. 
Together,  they  set  out  to  tell  the  sto¬ 
ries  of  two  quite  different  “second 
mothers.” 

Martha  grew  up  in  a  village  in  Ger¬ 


many  and  had  few  options  when  she 
reached  young  adulthood.  She  spent 
two  years  training  to  care  for  chil¬ 
dren — or  more  precisely,  learning 
how  to  “break  the  will  of  the  child.” 

Because  she  worked  for  Jewish 
families,  she  was  shunned  by  Gen¬ 
tiles  during  the  1930s.  She  came  to 
the  United  States  and  worked  for 
the  cold,  emotionally  distant  John- 
stones  from  the  1940s  on. 

Ethel,  on  the  other  hand,  is  an  Afri¬ 
can-American  woman  who  followed 
the  great  migration  from  southern 
farms  to  northern  suburbs.  The  prod¬ 
uct  of  a  demonstrative,  loving  family, 
she  became  a  nanny  who  gave  uncon¬ 
ditional  love. 

In  each  case,  the  parents’  values 
seem  to  have  shaped  their  choice  of 
surrogate  parent.  The  Johnstones 
praise  Martha  for  instilled  order, 
cleanliness  and  obedience  in  her 
charges — who  admit  that  they  were 
terrified  of  her. 

Isolated  in  retirement  until  res¬ 


cued  by  one  of  the  Johnstone  chil¬ 
dren,  Martha  lives  increasingly  in 
the  past. 

The  Ettingers,  for  their  part,  were 
much  more  emotionally  present  to 
their  children  than  the  Johnstones 
but  traveled  frequently.  Ethel  be¬ 
came  the  anchor  and  source  of  sta¬ 
bility  in  the  lives  of  their  children. 
When  their  parents  divorced,  she 
saw  both  mother  and  children 
through  the  difficult  transition. 

Ethel  lives  with  Mrs.  Ettinger  to 
this  day.  She  is  still  an  employee  but 
also  more  than  just  an  employee:  the 
two  women  have  become  trusted 
companions  in  life’s  journey. 

Martha  &  Ethel  holds  out  hope 
that  troubled  relationships  can  be 
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readdressed  later  in  life.  We  see 
once-terrified  children  grow  up  to 
care  for  their  one-time  care-giver. 
We  celebrate  how  employer  and 
employee  become  lifelong  friends. 
It  may  take  some  searching  to  find 
this  film,  but  it  is  worth  the  effort. 

Mr.  Goodhue  is  pastor  of  Bay 
Shore  United  Methodist  Church  on 
Long  Island  and  frequently  reviews 
film  and  television  for  the  Reporter. 
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Cleric  goes  from  rage  to  redemption 


By  CHRISTOPHER  ROSE 

Religion  News  Service 

In  short,  the  Vaughan  Booker  sto¬ 
ry  goes  like  this:  It’s  the  1940s  and 
he  is  a  model  youth,  a  child  of  great 
promise,  good  grades  and  rigorous 
spirituality.  Altar  boy.  Eagle  Scout. 

He  gets  a  good  job,  marries  a 
good  woman,  has  good  kids. 

Something  snaps.  They  fight.  He 
drinks.  He  spirals  down.  It’s  bad. 

He  comes  home  in  a  rage  one 
night  in  1967  and  puts  his  Boy 
Scout  skills  to  work  by  firing  five 
arrows  into  his  wife’s  neck  and  tor¬ 
so.  The  press  dubs  it  the  Robin 
Hood  Murder. 

He  confesses,  gets  life. 


"/  have  a  problem  with  people  who  think  we  must 

remain  in  the  mire  of  our  sins." 

— Father  Vaughan  Booker 


He  repents.  Becomes  a  spiritual 
counselor  in  prison,  studies  for  the 
ministry,  becomes  a  deacon.  He  wins 
praise  and  commendations  from  out¬ 
side  counselors  and  ministers. 

He  is  paroled  in  1982,  gets  a  job, 
attends  a  seminary  and,  10  years  lat¬ 
er,  becomes  an  Episcopal  priest.  He 
is  named  rector  of  Meade  Memorial 
Episcopal  Church  in  Alexandria,  Va., 
where  he  preaches  the  degradation  of 
sin  and  the  plight  of  modem  family; 
he  knows  whereof  he  speaks. 
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In  From  Prison  to  Pulpit,  the  Rev.Vaughan  Booker  writes  of  the  spiri¬ 
tual  journey  he  began  after  killing  his  wife  in  1967.  Father  Booker  is 
an  Episcopal  priest  (see  accompanying  article). 


He  writes  a  book,  published  in 
November,  that  tells  this  story  and 
that’s  where  it  stands  today:  He  is 
Vaughan  Booker,  priest,  author,  ce¬ 
lebrity,  killer.  Coming  to  a  talk 
show  near  you. 

One  stop  on  his  city-to-city  tour 
was  New  Orleans,  where  he  pitched 
the  story  to  television,  radio  and 
print  media. 

Story  of  redemption 

To  him,  it’s  a  story  of  redemp¬ 
tion.  His  book  is  called  From  Prison 
to  Pulpit. 

“This  book  isn’t  about  Vaughan 
Booker,”  he  insists.  “It  is  a  book 
about  everyone  in  the  midst  of  our 
pain,  our  anger,  our  rage,  in  the 
midst  of  our  shame  and  our  guilt.  It 
is  a  story  of  how  God  can  reach 
down  and  lift  us  up.” 

Many  folks  find  solace  in  this  sto¬ 
ry — a  happy  ending,  the  triumph  of 
good  over  evil,  the  restoration  of 
faith  and  hope. 

To  others,  it  leaves  a  bad  taste.  It 
is  chilling,  to  be  sure.  How  can  a 
brutal  killer  walk  among  us  like  this 
in  vestments,  treated  with  respect 
and  accolades? 

The  ultimate  conundrum 

It  is  a  walking  contradiction,  the 
Vaughan  Booker  story.  He  presents 
the  ultimate  conundrum. 

“What  are  your  views  on  the 
criminal  justice  system?”  are  his 


first  words  at  an  interview,  then, 
“Do  you  believe  in  redemption?” 

Maybe  you  do— in  theory— but 
here  is  the  real  deal.  This  is  not  a 
former  junkie  or  reformed  car  thief 
talking. 

Do  you  believe  in  redemption? 

He  had  no  prior  criminal  record 
and  has  shown  no  violent  proclivi¬ 
ties  since  that  autumn  night  in  ’67. 
But . . . 

“There  will  always  be  people  for 
me  and  people  who  are  against  me,” 
Father  Booker  says.  “I  have  a  prob¬ 
lem  with  people  who  think  we  must 
remain  in  the  mire  of  our  sins.  There 
is  scriptural  precedent  to  all  this.” 

The  Bible  is  replete  with  people 
who  have — yes — killed  and  have 
repented  and  returned  to  the  Lord. 

The  book  hit  stores  last  Novem¬ 
ber,  and  everyone  from  Phil  Dona¬ 
hue  to  the  Washington  Post  has 
moved  in  for  a  closer  look.  He  has 
done  150  interviews  in  the  past 
three  months. 

Father  Booker  is  comfortable  in 
the  face  of  cameras  and  tape  record¬ 
ers,  almost  cocky.  He  claims  he  is 
no  celebrity  and  seeks  no  fame,  only 
that  his  message  is  too  strong  to 
leave  undelivered. 

“I  don’t  want  the  focus  on  me,” 
he  says.  “I’d  rather  the  focus  be  on 
the  message,  not  the  messenger. 
There  are  many  people  like  me  who 
have  been  in  prison  and  got  out  and 
done  well — but  they  want  to  live 
nice,  quiet  lives.  They  don’t  want  to 
talk  about  what  they  went  through 
and  that’s  all  right.  But  I  am  a  re¬ 
pentant  sinner  and  one  who  knows 
the  power  and  grace  of  Jesus 
Christ.” 


Movies  span  Genesis  to  Revelation 


By  RON  SALFEN 

Like  noble  savage 

Ishmael  was  raised  in  the  wilder¬ 
ness  and  became  a  “wild  ass  of  a 
man,  with  his  hand  against  every¬ 
one,  and  everyone’s  hand  against 
him”  (Genesis  16)  and  so  it  seems 
with  the  orphaned  jungle  boy  in 
Disney’s  adaptation  of  Rudyard 
Kipling’s  novel.  The  Jungle  Book. 

But  actually  our  pristine  native 
is  more  like  the  noble  savage,  a 
Tarzan  unspoiled  by  a  corrupting 
culture,  and,  like  a  male  version  of 
My  Fair  Lady,  falls  in  love  with 
his  language  tutor. 

It's  sweet  and  simplistic,  like  a 
fairy  tale,  but  also  violent,  espe- 
cailly  toward  the  bad  guys  and 
may  not  be  entirely  suitable  either 
for  sophisticated  adults  or  for  im¬ 
pressionable  children. 

Everyone  wants  the  power 

In  the  15th  chapter  of  2  Kings,  it 
is  recorded  that  Zechariah  reigned 
six  months  over  Israel  until  he  was 
killed  by  Shallum,  who  reigned 
one  month  until  he  was  killed  by 
Menachem. 

Watching  Bad  Company  is  like 
that:  Everyone  wants  the  power 
and  will  do  anything  to  get  it. 

There  are  no  heroes  here,  and  the 
winner  is  merely  the  last  one  left 
standing  after  the  carnage.  There  is 
one  character  to  root  for,  though — 
the  only  one  with  feelings. 

Bad  Company  is  a  labyrinth  of 
plot  turns  and  a  dark  morass  of 
ruined  morals  (1  Corinthians  15) 
and  a  yawning  pit  of  violence 
(Psalm  88).  Like  Israel  in  the  time 
of  the  decline  of  the  monarchy, 
none  of  the  characters  are  shining 
lights.  In  the  end  there  is  only  the 
abrupt  emptying  of  a  downward 
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A  timeless  story,  shot  extensively  on  location  in  India,  Rudyard  Kip¬ 
ling's  The  lungle  Book  follows  Mowgli  (Jason  Scott  Lee,  right)  who 
grows  up  in  the  jungle  and  is  eventually  drawn  back  into  civilization 
where  he  applies  the  laws  of  nature  to  help  his  wounded  friend  Ma¬ 
jor  Brydon  (Sam  Neill,  left).  See  one  writer's  comments  about  this 
and  other  movies  in  the  accompanying  review. 

panying  you  in  your  overhearing. 

A  message  about  justice 

When  Joseph  was  thrown  into 
prison  for  allegedly  assaulting  Po- 
tiphar’s.wife  (Genesis  39),  do  you 
think  he  would  have  gotten  out 
alive  without  divine  intervention? 

Was  poor  blind  Samson  treated 
fairly  in  prison  (Judges  16)? 

How  about  poor  blind  Jehoia- 
chin  (2  Kings  25)? 

The  tradition  of  beating  prison¬ 
ers  didn’t  start  with  Jesus  (Luke 
22)  nor  did  it  stop  with  Peter  and 
Paul  (Acts  5  and  1 4). 

After  Henry  Young  was  beaten 
at  Alcatraz  in  1938,  that,  kind  of 
abuse  in  the  U.S.  was  finally  out- 


spiral  into  Sheol  (Psalm  30). 

A  love  valentine 

I.Q.  is  like  the  Song  of  Solo¬ 
mon — a  love  valentine  that  is  un¬ 
equal  parts  of  the  whimsical, 
mystical,  symbolic,  ribald,  silly, 
touching,  embarrassing,  earthy 
and  ethereal. 

We  are  overhearing  another’s 
love  story  and  also  watching  a  sup¬ 
porting  cast  of  characters  play 
their  part  in  the  comic  melodra¬ 
ma,  from  provocateurs  to  voyeurs 
to  bumbling  enablers. 

It’s  not  a  serious  work  but  the 
kind  that  kindles  the  sparks  of  ro¬ 
mance,  which  may  not  be  a  bad 
thing,  depending  on  who’s  accom- 


lawed.  The  performances  are  hard- 
edged  and  powerful  in  Murder  In 
The  First,  as  is  the  subject  matter. 

This  is  not  for  the  casual  movie¬ 
goer  who  desires  superficial  enter¬ 
tainment  but  for  those  willing  to 
hear  a  message  about  justice.  The 
medium  of  this  movie  is  memora¬ 
ble,  and  the  remedy  can  only  lie  in 
the  determination  of  an  entire 
people  to  recognize  that  some¬ 
where  in  the  face  of 'a  nameless 
prisoner — a  sinner  for  whom 
Christ  died  (Matthew  25) — is  the 
image  of  God. 

Time  of  chaos 

According  to  the  Book  of  Reve¬ 
lation  (21,22),  the  future  is  a  time 
of  peace,  well-being  and  harmony. 

According  to  Street  Fighter,  it  is 
a  time  of  chaos,  a  striving  against 
the  powers  of  darkness,  as  with  the 
Galactic  Empire  in  the  Star  Wars 
series,  complete  with  the  psychotic 
emperor  with  the  electric  finger¬ 
tips. 

The  late  Raul  Julia  is  terribly 
miscast,  and  the  whole  enterprise 
is  about  as  realistic  as  the  video 
game  it  seeks  to  emulate.  The 
comic  book  characters  here  are 
unintentionally  comic,  and  the 
whole  production  is  as  awkward  as 
bad  acting  can  be. 

Mr.  Salfen  is  pastor  of  the  Ne- 
shaminy-Warwick  Presbyterian 
Church  in  suburban  Philadelphia 
and  a  frequent  reviewer  of  TV  and 
movies  for  the  Reporter. 


Ancient  structures'  costs  soar  in  England 


By  ROBERT  NOWELL 

Religion  News  Service 

LONDON — It’s  a  nightmare  of 
historic  proportions. 

Clergy  of  the  Church  of  England 
are  finding  themselves  reduced  to  the 
role  of  custodians  of  the  country’s 
huge  repository  of  historic  churches, 
responsible  for  the  upkeep  and  main¬ 
tenance  of  thousands  of  priceless 
buildings  and  monuments. 

Of  the  church’s  16,364  ecclesias¬ 
tical  buildings,  some  1 3,000  are  of¬ 
ficially  listed  as  having  special 
architectural  or  historic  signifi¬ 
cance.  Most  date  from  before  the 
Reformation. 

Frustrating  to  clerics 

In  1992,  the  latest  year  for  which 
figures  are  available,  the  Church  of 
England  spent  an  estimated  $175 


million  on  maintaining  these  trea¬ 
sures. 

Such  duties  are  increasingly  frus¬ 
trating  to  Anglican  clerics,  who  be¬ 
lieve  that  they  should  be  tending  to 
their  spiritual  flocks  rather  than  the 
buildings  that  shelter  them. 

“We  cannot  be  a  church  for  the 
sake  of  its  buildings,”  Bishop  Gavin 
Reid  of  Maidstone  told  a  group  of 
Anglican  evangelicals  recently. 

While  England  has  some  of  Eu¬ 
rope’s  most  beautiful  and  historic 
churches — important  reminders 
that  the  Christian  faith  has  stood 
the  test  of  time — the  cost  of  main¬ 
taining  them  “is  strangling  the  life 
of  some  of  our  village  congrega¬ 
tions,”  Bishop  Reid  said. 

Just  as  serious.  Bishop  Reid  add¬ 
ed,  is  that  the  burden  of  building 
upkeep  distorts  the  message  of 


Christianity. 

“All  too  often  the  symbol  of  the 
cross  is  replaced  by  the  symbol  of 
the  fund-raising  thermometer,”  he 
said. 

The  question  becomes  most  acute 
with  England’s  medieval  cathe¬ 
drals — vast  structures  that  need  a 
correspondingly  vast  amount  of 
money  to  restore  stonework  and  ar¬ 
tifacts  eroded  by  time  and  acid  rain. 

Yet,  as  dramatic  as  the  sums  in¬ 
volved  may  be — Winchester,  for  ex¬ 
ample,  has  raised  nearly  $11 
million  for  capital  projects,  and 
Salisbury  more  than  $10  million — 
the  real  difficulty  can  lie  in  covering 
day-to-day  operating  costs. 

“If  we  had  a  crack  in  the  dome 
tomorrow  we’d  be  able  to  raise  ($8 
million)  in  a  week,”  said  Canon 
Christopher  Hill  of  St.  Paul’s,  the 


Wren  masterpiece  that  is  London's 
cathedral.  “But  you  can’t  raise  ($8 
million)  to  pay  the  vergers  and  all 
the  other  staff  you  need  to  run  the 
cathedral.” 

Run  at  a  deficit 

The  Dean  of  Winchester,  the 
Very  Rev.  Trevor  Beeson,  reckons 
that  about  half  the  country’s  cathe¬ 
drals  run  at  a  deficit.  His  cathedral 
finds  itself  in  the  red  each  year  to 
the  tune  of  $157,000.  Keeping  the 
building  open  from  7:30  a.m.  to 
6:30  p.m.  every  day  of  the  year  eats 
up  $  1 .3  million  annually. 

Many  cathedrals  ask  visitors  to 
make  a  donation — $3  in  Winches¬ 
ter’s  case — but  many  visitors  don’t 
contribute,  leading  some  churches 
to  be  more  assertive  in  seeking  do¬ 
nations. 
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BENTON,  Tenn.— From  left,  Sue  Roberts,  C.C.  Davis,  Lala  Griffith, 
Gina  Swaggert  and  Lorraine  Vest  gather  miniature  poinsettias  for 
the  December  visit  to  First  United  Methodist  Church  shut-ins. 


Two-way  satisfaction 
marks  Benton  ministry 


By  CATHY  FARMER 

Arms  loaded  with  cheerful  red 
poinsettias,  members  of  First  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  of  Benton, 
Tenn.,  piled  into  their  cars  last  De¬ 
cember  for  their  monthly  visit  to 
the  church’s  homebound. 

“We  visit  all  32  homebound  ev¬ 
ery  month  except  August,"  said 
team  member  Jim  Vest. 

“We  take  a  small  gift  like  cookies, 
spiced  tea,  balloons  or,  as  in  De¬ 
cember,  poinsettias.  In  August,  be¬ 
cause  it’s  so  hot,  instead  of  visiting 
we  organize  a  card  shower.” 

The  number  on  the  Visitation 
Committee  for  Shut-Ins  fluctuates 
between  10  and  12.  It’s  a  very  infor¬ 
mal  group  that  continues  to  draw 
volunteers  from  the  church. 

“Our  two  latest  volunteers  are 
young  adults!”  Mr.  Vest  said  proudly. 


“We  receive  such  personal  satis¬ 
faction  from  this  ministry,”  he  con¬ 
tinued.  “We  get  as  much  out  of  it  as 
the  people  we  visit.  And,  if  you  go 
by  the  thank  you  cards,  letters  and 
notes  the  people  we  call  on  write, 
this  is  one  of  the  best  things  the 
church  has  ever  done." 

Team  members  occasionally  de¬ 
liver  communion  to  shut-ins  for 
Benton’s  pastor,  the  Rev.  Ben 
Boone  Jr.  Advance  calls  by  team 
leader  Sue  Roberts  ascertain  which 
shut-ins  want  communion  and 
which  team  members  will  feel  com¬ 
fortable  offering  it. 

“Our  shut-ins  know  they’re  still 
members  of  our  church,”  Mr.  Vest 
said. 

Ms.  Farmer  is  editor  of  the  Mem¬ 
phis  Annual  Conference  edition  of 
The  Reporter. 


C.  S.  Lewis  can  advise 
on  Christians,  politics 


By  DAVID  REINHARD 

Religion  News  Service 

SEATTLE — There  was  no  mis¬ 
taking  the  basic  question  before  the 
recent  Discovery  Institute  confer¬ 
ence  on  C.S.  Lewis  and  Public  Life: 
How — not  whether — Christians 
should  become  involved  in  politics. 

It  was  the  genius  of  the  Seattle 
seminar  that  it  sought  the  answer 
from  one  of  the  20th  century’s  most 
recognized  Christian  thinkers — 
Clive  Staples  Lewis. 

In  a  way,  Lewis  is  an  odd  man 
around  whom  to  build  a  conference 
on  religion  and  public  life.  The  Ox¬ 
ford  don  and  Cambridge  professor 
was  neither  a  politician  nor  a  politi¬ 
cal  activist. 

“Lord!  How  I  loathe  great  is¬ 
sues,”  he  once  wrote.  John  Kenney, 
a  professor  of  religion  at  Reed  Col¬ 
lege,  noted  that  Lewis  didn’t  even 
read  a  daily  newspaper. 

But  not  reading  newspapers 
didn’t  prevent  him  from  comment¬ 
ing  knowingly  on  the  limits — and 
potential  perils — of  mixing  politics 
and  religion. 

Ironically,  Lewis'  detachment 
from  the  great  issues  of  the  day 
helps  explain  his  relevance  to  to¬ 
day’s  Christian  politicos. 


Lewis  believed  in  a  public  moral¬ 
ity  based  on  the  publicly  accessible 
rule  of  natural  law.  The  natural  law 
transcended  different  cultures  and 
religions.  This  belief  in  an  objective 
morality  was  the  first  of  what  Cath¬ 
olic  theologian  and  layman  George 
Weigel  identified  as  Lewis’  four 
rules  for  engagement  in  public  life. 

The  second  Lewis  rule  Mr.  Wei¬ 
gel  cites:  Christians  should  be  anti- 
dogmatic  and  profoundly  skeptical 
when  advancing  policy. 

This  skepticism  led  naturally  to 
Lewis'  third  rule  of  engagement  for 
Christians:  a  belief  in  limited  govern¬ 
ment.  Why  invest  government  with 
expansive  powers  when  you  question 
your  own  policy  prescriptions? 

Finally,  there  is  Lewis’  injunction 
to  practice  the  chief  political  virtue: 
prudence.  Such  practical  common 
sense  requires  thinking  through  the 
practical  impact  of  your  positions, 
however  noble  they  may  be. 

It  also  involves  being  realistic 
about  human  nature.  Humans  are 
limited  and  sinful  and  earthly  per¬ 
fection  a  delusion.  Thus,  prudence 
means  limiting  expectations  about 
what  politics  should  try  to  achieve. 

Mr.  Reinhard  is  an  associate  edi¬ 
tor  of  The  Oregonian  of  Portland. 


Hymnists'  pen  name  came 


from  English 

In  Christ  there  is  no  east  or  west. 

In  him  no  south  or  north ; 

But  one  great  fellowship  of  love 
Throughout  the  whole  wide  earth. 

By  WILLIAM  ).  REYNOLDS 

The  London  Missionary  Society 
in  1908  sponsored  an  exhibition 
and  invited  John  Oxenham.  distin¬ 
guished  English  novelist  and  poet, 
to  write  the  script  for  a  pageant.  In¬ 
cluded  in  the  pageant  was  the  poem 
“In  Christ  there  is  no  east  or  west.” 

Since  the  1920s  the  hymn  has 
been  found  in  most  hymnals  in  the 
United  States. 

John  Oxenham  was  a  pseudonym 
used  by  William  Arthur  Dunkerly. 
Early  in  his  career,  Dunkerly  began 
using  his  pen  name  that  he  bor¬ 
rowed  from  a  character,  an  English 
sea  captain,  in  Charles  Kingsley’s 
novel  “Westward  Ho!” 

A  devout  Christian  and  an  active 
churchman,  Oxenham  was  a  deacon 
in  Euling  Congregational  Church  in 
London  and  also  taught  a  Bible 
class. 

He  published  more  than  40  novels 
and  20  other  volumes  of  verse  and 
prose.  He  died  in  London  in  1941. 


sea  novel 


History 
of  Hymns 

The  hymn  tune  “McKee,"  an  ad¬ 
aptation  of  a  spiritual,  was  first  used 
with  Oxenham’s  hymn  in  the  Episco¬ 
pal  Hymnal  1940.  The  spiritual,  “I 
know  the  angel’s  done  changed  my 
name,"  dates  from  the  Fisk  Univer¬ 
sity’s  Jubilee  Songs  of  1884. 

The  adaptation  was  made  in  1939 
by  Harry  T.  Burleigh,  music  editor 
for  a  major  New  York  music  pub¬ 
lisher.  A  successful  song  composer 
and  arranger  of  spirituals,  Burleigh 
was  a  charter  member  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Society  of  Composers,  Authors, 
and  Publishers  (ASCAP),  founded 
in  1914. 

The  tune  was  named  for  the  Rev. 
Elmer  M.  McKee,  rector  of  St. 
George’s  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church  on  Stuyvesant  Square  in 
New  York  City,  where  Burleigh  was 
baritone  soloist  for  52  years. 

NEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN: 

" Freely ,  Freely" 


The  NT eth  odist  Home  of  New  Orleans 

Caring  for  God's  children 
since  1886 

_ INTERESTING  AND  IMPORTANT  INFORMATION  FROM  THE  METHODIST  HOME  OF  NEW  ORLEANS _ _ 

Dr.  Richard  E.  Hodges,  Chief  Executive  Officer  Shaler  S.  Wells,  Fund  Development  Director 


Is  History  Important? 


Well,  it  probably  depends  on  who  you  ask. 
If  you  ask  a  school  child  the  answer  will  be  an 
emphatic  NO!  He  will  say 
history  is  a  curse  put  on 
children  by  devious  adults. 

Ask  an  historian  and  the 
answer  will  obviously  be 
different. 

We  at  The  Methodist 
Home  believe  our  history  is 
important  and  we  recite  it 
whenever  we  get  a  chance. 

But  we  know  our  history  is  only 
meaningful  as  the  foundation 
of  progress. 

Look  at  our  history.  We 
started  as  a  refuge  for  young 
women  ostracized  by  society. 

We  took  them  in,  helped  with 
their  pregnancy  and  birth  and 
then  usually  found  adoptive 
parents  for  a  child  that  wouldn't 
be  accepted  in  polite  society. 

That  ministry  grew  until 
a  state  of  the  art  facility  was 
needed  and  was  built.  The 
Methodist  Home  progressed. 

Societal  needs  were 
changing.  The  need  for  care 
for  unwed  mothers  and  their 
offspring  didn't  disappear  but 
child  abuse  and  neglect 
became  pervasive.  The 
Methodist  Home  changed  it's 
mission.  It  became  an 
emergency  shelter  for  children, 
the  program  which  laid  the 
foundation  for  our  current 
residential  treatment  program. 

The  Methodist  Home 
progressed. 

In  1986,  the  State  of  Louisiana  needed  a 
Therapeutic  Foster  Care  program  for  children  with 


OUR  HISTORY 
1886 

Mrs.  M.M.  Wolfe,  a  Presbyterian,  starts 
home  for  unwed  mothers.  Is  helped  by 
Methodist  Church. 

1918 

Methodist  Church  assumes  control 

1950 

Modern  maternity  hospital  built  on  site 

1973 

Mission  changes  to  emergency  shelter  for 
abused  and  abandoned  children 

1986 

Therapeutic  Foster  Care  Program 
A  temporary  program  started  at  the  state's 
request 

1994 

Therapeutic  Foster  Care  becomes 
permanent  state  program  and  is  the  largest 
such  program  in  Louisiana 

1995 

New  Regular  Foster  Care  Program 
established  for  those  children  not  requiring 
Therapeutic  Foster  Care 

1998 

Opened  new  state  of  the  art  residential 
care  facility 


severe  emotional  problems.  They  asked  The 
Methodist  Home  to  start  such  a  program.  This 
time  instead  of  changing 
missions  we  augmented  our 
mission.  Originally  intended 
to  be  temporary  our 
Therapeutic  Foster  Care  is  the 
largest  program  of  its  kind  in 
Louisiana  and  is  now 
permanent.  The  Methodist 
Home  progressed. 

Our  history  has  pointed 
us  towards  a  future  of 
progress.  We  aren't  standing 
still  and  we  are  always  looking 
for  better,  more  effective  ways 
to  help  the  children. 

It's  unfortunate  that 
we'll  never  run  out  of 
customers.  The  only  direction 
for  us  then  is  to  create  new 
programs  and  facilities  to  help 
more  children. 

Our  new  Foster  Care 
Program  says  we  are  doing 
that.  Planning  a  new  facility 
says  we  are  doing  that.  Our 
staff  and  foster  parent  training 
says  we  doing  that. 

Keep  your  eyes  on  The 
Methodist  Home  of  New 
Orleans.  Look  quickly  though 
because  at  our  rate  of  growth 
we  won't  be  here  long. 

You  have  been  a  big 
part  of  our  ministry.  With  your 
generous  donations  more 
programs  and  activities  are 
provided  for  the  children.  You 
are  in  God's  service  when  you 
help  The  Methodist  Home  of 
New  Orleans  help  the  children  of  Louisiana. 
We  thank  you. 


$weet  Swinging  Don  Newcomb 


Don  Newcomb,  left,  1949 
Rookie  of  The  Year,  1956  Cy 
Young  Award  Winner  and 
National  League  MVP  and  an 
excellent  golfer  who  lives  in  Los 
Angeles  California  came  to  New 
Orleans  to  play  in  the  annual 
Methodist  Home  Golf  Classic. 

For  $20  Don  played  one 
hole  with  each  foursome 
guaranteeing  them  a  birdie  or 
their  money  back. 

Was  it  worth  the  price?  It 
was  for  the  children  at  The 
Methodist  Home  of  New 
Orleans.  A  total  of  $22,500  was 
raised  for  the  kids  and  of  that 
total  Don's  birdie  binge 
contributed  over  $2,000. 

Don  has  many  friends  in 
New  Orleans  and  comes  here 
often.  He  has  offered  to  use  his 
influence  with  professional 
athletes  to  create  a  new  fund 
raising  program.  We  are  in  the 
planning  stages  now. 


How  Can  I  Help? 


There  are  many  ways  to  help  the  children  at  The  Methodist  Home  of 
New  Orleans.  Creating  a  new  campaign,  sending  cash  donations,  throwing 
a  Christmas  party  or  donating  clothes  are  all  excellent  ways  to  help  our 
children.  Many  people  and  groups  like  to  donate  their  time  for  work  projects. 

Did  you  know  that  with  a  Plannd  Gift  to  The  Methodist  Home  of  New 
Orleans  you  can: 

-  Increase  your  estate's  value 
•  Receive  a  lifetime  income  at  favorable  rates 
■  Reduce  or  eliminate  Capital  Gains  and  Estate  Taxes 

Sounds  too  good  to  be  true  but  it  isn't.  There  are  several  ways  to  plan 
your  estate  and  be  good  to  yourself,  your  heirs  and  your  favorite  charity. 
The  IRS  allows  very  generous  tax  deductions  with  charitable  giving.  Very 
often  the  estate's  value  increases  even  after  a  large  donation.  And  the  best 
part  is  you  don't  have  to  be  rich. 

If  you  would  like  more  detailed  information  write  or  call  The  Methodist 
Home  of  New  Orleans  today. 


New  Foster  Care 
Program 


All  too  often  children 
in  the  state's  custody  are 
shifted  from  agency  to  foster 
home  to  hospital,  back  to 
agency  then  new  foster 
home  and  so  on  and  so  on. 
Some  children  have  been  in 
fifteen  or  twenty  different 
placements  in  only  a  few 
years. 

The  children,  already 
emotionally  troubled,  have 
difficult  times  adjusting  to  a 
new  "homes"  so  often. 
Children  are  resilient  but 
enough  is  enough. 

The  Methodist  Home 
of  New  Orleans  is  helping  to 
minimize  this  problem  by 
starting  a  new  foster  care 
program. 

The  M.  M.  Wolfe 
Foster  Care  Program,  a 

traditional  foster  care 
program,  is  designed  for 
children  already  in  our  care 
who  no  longer  need 
therapeutic  intervention.  The 
new  foster  care  program  will 


also  be  open  to  new 
placements. 

Dr.  Richard  E. 
Hodges,  The  Methodist 
Home  CEO,  said,  "we  now 
can  receive  a  child  at  his  or 
her  very  worst,  provide  the 
best  treatment  possible,  and, 
when  they  become  healed, 
place  them  in  a  loving, 
nurturing  foster  home."  He 
went  on  to  say,  "  before  our 
new  program  started  children 
who  progressed  to  the  non¬ 
intervention  stage  were  sent 
to  a  new  agency.  We  were 
handicapping  a  child  who 
has  worked  hard  and 
endured  a  lot  to  have  a 
better  life.  But  no  more." 

There  are  several 
children  ready  to  be  placed 
in  the  new  program. 

We  expect  the  M.  M. 
Wolfe  Foster  Care  Program 
to  be  as  successful  and 
respected  as  the  other 
programs  at  The  Methodist 
Home  of  New  Orleans. 


Are  they  having  fun?  You  bet  they  are. 

They  are  at  recess!  Did  you  know  The  Methodist  Home  of 
New  Orleans  has  an  in  house  school? 

Quite  often  new  residents  can't  immediately  be  enrolled 
in  the  local  school.  In  order  to  get  them  on  the  right 
educational  path  the  Orleans  Parish  School  Board  provides  a 
certified  teacher  and  The  Methodist  Homes  provides  a 
teacher's  aid.  The  students  receive  individualized  instruction 
according  to  their  abilities.  They  do  everything  a  regular  class 
does  including  going  on  field  trips. 

Mrs.  Dolores  Giles  is  our  teacher.  Many  of  you  know 
Dolores  because  of  her  long  time  statewide  work  with  CCYM. 

Our  school  is  another  example  of  our  desire  to  be  as 
complete  a  child  service  agency  as  we  can.  Your  donations 
help  make  the  education  of  these  children  more  meaningful  by 
providing  the  extras  which  are  not  provided  by  the 
authorities. 


You  Are  Cordially  Invited  To 
The  Methodist  Home 

of 

New  Orleans 

Spring  Gala 

Benefiting  The  Children 

Socialize  in  Grande  Style 
In  An  Olde  Metairie  Mansion 
May  4,  1995 


I  Would  Like  To  Receive  More  Information: 

_  Planned  Giving  to  save  taxes 

_  Endowment  Fund 

_  Work  Programs 

_ Annual  Giving 

Please  Send  The  Information  To: 

Name _ 

Address _ 

City,  State,  Zip _ 


Reply  To: 

The  Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans 
P.  O.  Box  15109  Uptown  Station 
New  Orleans,  LA  70175 
(504)895-7709 
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Water  pitchers  adorn  the  makeshift  altar  where  three  speakers  gave 
testimonials  to  their  beliefs  and  to  the  faith  of  others.  FROM  LEFT 
are  Rev.  Roger  Templeton,  Dr.  David  Cummings  and  Rev.  Darlene 
Moore-James.  The  young  physician,  Dr.  Cummings  of  West 
Monroe,  spoke  candidly  of  his  cancer  and  of  his  spiritual  life.  The 
people  stood  and  applauded  to  show  their  support. 

Living  Waters  renew  leaders 
at  Convocation  of  Boards 


Members  brought  fresh  water 
from  each  of  the  nine  districts  to 
add  to  the  Fountain  of  Living  Wa¬ 
ter  during  the  annual  Convocation 
of  Boards.  Participants  were  invited 
to  “come  fill  your  cup.” 

In  a  beautiful  and  moving  wor¬ 
ship  service  that  was  part  of  the 
Convocation  Banquet,  leaders  of 
Conference  boards,  commissions 
and  committees  renewed  their  com¬ 
mitments  to  God  and  to  the  UMC. 

The  event  was  held  Jan.  26  at 
First  UMC,  Baton  Rouge. 
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.  ..uu|»nts  from  various  districts  pour  water  into  the  fountain  of 
Living  Wafer  at  the  Convocation  of  Boards  at  First  UMC,  Baton 
Rouge.  Water  was  brought  from  each  of  the  nine  districts. 
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'Seeking  God's  Face'  is  theme 
of  Conference  UMW  Retreat 

“Come,"  my  heart  says,  "seek 
his  face!"  Your  face,  Lord,  do  I  seek. 

(Psalms  27:8  NRSV). 

The  1995  Lou- 


Celia  Whitler  led  in  singing  the 
hymns.  Lord,  You  Come  to  the  Sea¬ 
shore  and  Fill  My  Cup,  Lord  from 
The  UM  Hymnal. 

Testimonials  and  prayer  were  part 
of  the  worship.  Members  were  urged 
to  start  their  planning  with  prayer  and 
to  make  prayer  a  priority  throughout 
the  year.  Materials  about  prayer  were 
available  on  the  tables. 

Annette  and  Dave  Fortuna  added 
humor  with  their  portrayal  of  a  cou¬ 
ple  motoring  across  Louisiana  to 
the  Convocation  of  Boards. 


isiana  Confer¬ 
ence  United 
Methodist  Wom¬ 
en’s  Retreat  will 
be  held  Feb.  24- 
26  at  Tall  Tim¬ 
bers  Conference 
Center. 

Betty  Ferring- 

ton  of  Walker,  Moore-James 
who  has  served  as  officer 
on  all  levels  in  the  UMW 
and  the  church  and  who  is 
a  frequent  inspirational 
speaker,  will  be  retreat 
leader.  Rev.  Darlene 
Moore-James,  pastor  of 
Jones-Mallalieu-Trinity 
UM  Charge  in  Lake 
Charles  District,  will  be  Holy  Com¬ 
munion  celebrant. 

“John  and  Lisa  Fugh  will  bring 
their  youthful  enthusiasm  to  the  re¬ 
treat  music,”  Seola  Callahan,  re- 
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treat  chair  said.  He  is  youth  pastor  of 
First  UMC,  Pineville,  and  she  is  an  el¬ 
ementary  school  teacher. 

Co-chair  with 
Callahan  is  Betty 
Carlin. 

“Seeking  God’s 
Face,”  is  the  re¬ 
treat  theme.  The 
symbol  (logo)  was 
created  by  Hallie 
Ann  Nesom  of 
Oakdale.  “The  de- 
Ferrington  signs  remind  us  of 
a  kaleidoscope  which  we 
twist  and  turn  as  we  watch 
the  little  glass  shapes  go  in 
and  out.  We  seek  the  per¬ 
fect  picture.  The  symbol 
lacks  color,  thus  remind¬ 
ing  viewers  that  it  is  God 
who  adds  the  splash  of  col¬ 
or  and  brilliance  to  our 

lives.” 

Registration  and  housing  are  be¬ 
ing  handled  by  local  UMW  units 
who  are  reporting  to  Norma  S.  Win- 
egeart  3 1 8-869-4744. 


Romance  is  in  the  air 


This  is  a  week  for  romance. 

First  UMC  in  Welch  and  Trinity 
UMC  in  Jennings  had  a  Valentine’s 
Evening  and  Renewal  of  Marriage 
Vows.  A  covered-dish  supper  “cele¬ 
brated  those  we  love  and  who  love 
us.”  It  was  “an  evening  of  laughter 


UM  'paparazzi'  snapped  these  couples  at  the  banquet 


Paul  and  Joanne  White  of  Alexandria  ABOVE, 
laugh  at  the  humorous  skit  provided  by  Annette 
and  Rev.  Dave  Fortuna,  RIGFIT. 


for  families,  singles  and  those 
whose  loved  ones  are  cherished 
memories.” 

After  the  dinner  and  a  program 
couples  gathered  at  the  altar  in  the 
sanctuary  to  renew  the  vows  they 
had  taken  at  their  weddings.  Dr.  Pe¬ 
ter  Harrington  officiated. 

St.  Andrew’s  UMC  in  Monroe 
District  held  a  Valentine’s  Banquet 
for  seventh  through  twelfth  graders 
in  area  churches. 

Being  announced  this  week  is  a 
seminar  couples  can  plan  to  attend 
in  Shreveport  on  Saturday,  March 
25.  Getting  the  Love  You  Want,  a 
book  by  Harville  Hendrix,  will  be 
the  subject.  The  seminar  will  be 
held  in  the  parlor  at  Noel  UMC, 
from  9  a.m.  to  4  p.m. 

Dr.  Dean  Robinson  is  to  lead  the 
seminar.  Included  will  be  exercises 
to  help  couples  stop  self-defeating 
behaviors  while  they  enhance  com¬ 
munication  and  achieve  mutual 
emotional  satisfaction. 

The  book  is  available  through 
Abingdon  (Item  No.  269247)  and 
may  be  ordered  by  calling,  800-672- 
1789. 


Questions 

that 

center 


Bishop  William  B.  Oden 


The  church  is  the  message  of  saving  grace  and  a  human  institution  in  contin¬ 
ual  creative  tension.  It’s  the  heavenly  treasure  of  good  news  lived  out  in  earthly 
vessels  of  structure  and  organization. 

When  she  is  in  change  and  crisis,  there  is  a  tendency  for  the  church  to  try  to 
free  the  message  from  the  institution  —  and  that  is  understandable,  for  it  is  the 
message  that  saves  and  gives  life.  But  can  the  message  heal  and  redeem  apart 
from  community?  And  can  community  exist  for  very  long  without  structure? 

I  do  not  believe  the  message  of  Jesus  Christ  can  ever  be  separated  for  very 
long  from  the  institutional  church. 

Theologically,  we  are  the  Body  of  Christ  —  the  Corpus  Christi,  an  eternal, 
militant,  triumphant  gathering  of  the  faithful,  the  instrument  of  salvation,  the 
sign  of  Christ’s  resurrection  and  final  victory. 

Sociologically,  we  are  the  Body  of  Christians  —  the  Corpus  Christianum  —  a 
very  human  institution  with  organization,  polity,  politics,  power  struggles,  and 
bureaucratic  mazes.  As  a  human  institution,  we  are  subject  to  all  the  tools  of 
analysis  of  the  social  scientists  —  tools  of  measurement  and  instruments  of  pre¬ 
dictions. 

Throughout  history,  renewal  movements  have  attempted  to  shed  the  institu¬ 
tional  vessels  and  get  back  to  New  Testament  Christianity  —  pure  Corpus 
Christi. 

But  it  never  works!  When  God’s  spirit  moves  in  new  ways  in  our  history,  it 
most  often  moves  through  visionary  leaders  seeking  to  reorder  the  priorities  of 
the  institutional  church  in  order  to  more  faithfully  witness  to  the  world.  And  if 
self-preservation  of  the  status  quo  becomes  the  overriding  concern,  then  new 
wineskins  come  into  being,  and  God  raises  up  the  People  of  God  in  new  forms. 

This  was  true  for  John  Wesley.  It  is  true  for  us.  Organizational  analysts  tell 
us  that  when  an  institution  is  in  crisis,  there  are  really  three  concurrent  and  con¬ 
vergent  crises: 

t  The  crisis  of  identity  which  asks  “Who  are  we?” 

t  The  crisis  of  mission  and  purpose  which  asks  “What  are  we  about?” 

t  The  institutional  crisis  which  asks  “How  are  we  to  do  it?” 

The  church  asks  these  questions  when  it  is  in  crisis.  Renewal  occurs  when  it 
asks  them  in  proper  order.  Retrenchment  and  bureaucratization  occurs  when  it 
asks  these  questions  in  reverse  order. 

In  Louisiana  United  Methodism,  let  us  get  our  questions  in  the  right  order. 


Register  now 

May  Golf  Tourney 
planned  by  clergy 

April  showers  bring  May  flowers 
and  the  11th  Annual  Louisiana  Clergy 
Golf  Tourney 
planned  for  Tues¬ 
day,  May  2,  at 
Santa  Maria  Golf 
Club  in  Baton 
Rouge. 

“Here  we  go 
again!”  said  Dr.  H. 

A.  “Peter”  Har¬ 
rington  Jr.,  pastor. 

First  UMC,  Welsh, 
and  Trinity  UMC, 

Jennings.  “Let’s 
tee  it  up  and  have  a  great  round  of  fel¬ 
lowship  and  good  times.” 

Rev.  Larry  O’Dell  is  registrar  again 
this  year.  Contact  him  at:  Horseshoe 
Drive  UMC,  1600  Horseshoe  Dr.,  Alex¬ 
andria  LA  7 1 30 1 ;  3 1 8-442- 1 984. 


Dr.  Robin  W.  Lovin,  LEFT,  the  new  dean  of  Perkins  School  of  Theol¬ 
ogy  at  SMU,  is  greeted  by  Bishop  William  B.  Oden,  CENTER,  and 
Rev.  Kenneth  W.  Irby,  a  member  of  the  Bishop's  Response  Group. 
They  participated  in  a  day-long  session  to  discuss  possible  changes 
in  the  UM  ministry. 

Perkins  dean,  bishop  convene 
ministry  study  response  team 


New  Arrival 

Congratulations  to  Kay  and  Ken 
Irby  on  the  birth  of  a  daughter,  Car¬ 
oline  Grace,  on  Jan.  31.  Rev.  Irby  is 
pastor  of  First  UMC,  Lafayette. 

The  Irbys  also  have  two  sons, 
Seth  and  Nathan. 

Al  Trickett  feted 

Rev.  Al  Trickett,  who  completed 
eight  years  on  the  East  Baton  Rouge 
Parish  School  Board,  was  honored 
Feb.  4  with  a  reception.  The  event 
was  held  in  St.  John’s  UMC,  Baton 
Rouge,  where  he  is  minister  of  visi¬ 
tation. 

Friends  called  to  express  appreci¬ 
ation  for  his  service  to  the  public 
school  system. 

Black  History  events 

To  observe  Black  History  Month, 
the  Student  Government  Associa¬ 
tion  at  Dillard  University  is  spon¬ 
soring  a  series  of  events  honoring 
African-Americans  who  “dedicate 
their  lives  to  make  a  difference  for 
all  mankind.”  A  rally  was  held  Feb. 
11. 

Dedication  of  the  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Andrew  J.  Young  S.  Faculty  Center 
and  a  tour  were  held  Feb.  12.  The 
Young  Family  from  Atlanta  and 
Washington.  D.C.,  donated  the 
building  in  memory  of  their  par¬ 
ents. 

A  reception  for  Andrew  J.  Young 
Jr.  was  held  in  Samuel  DuBois 
Cook  Fine  Arts  and  Communica¬ 
tions  Center.  Young,  former  U.S. 
Ambassador  to  the  United  Nations 
and  former  mayor  of  Atlanta, 
signed  copies  of  his  book,  A  Way 
Out  of  No  Way. 


Bishop  William  B.  Oden  is 
among  13  members  of  the  Council 
of  Bishops  of  The  UMC  responsible 
for  a  study  of  the  denomination’s 
ministry. 

The  Council  of  Bishops’  commit¬ 
tee  proposed  a  “new  and  distinct” 
order  of  deacon  when  they  met  re¬ 
cently  in  Denver. 

They  affirmed  the  “ministry  of 
all  Christians.”  The  committee  also 
recommended  that  all  elders  first  be 
ordained  as  deacons  and  they  sug¬ 
gested  that  the  present  category  of 
diaconal  ministers  be  dropped. 

Those  recommendations  are  now 
being  tested  with  groups  of  laypeo- 
ple  and  clergy  before  going  to  the 
1996  General  Conference. 

Response  meeting 

To  get  their  reactions,  Oden  in¬ 
vited  his  Louisiana  Bishop’s  Re¬ 
sponse  Group  which  included  the 
program  Cabinet  to  an  all-day 
meeting  last  month  at  the  Confer¬ 
ence  headquarters  in  Baton  Rouge. 
Joining  them  was  Dr.  Robin  W. 
Lovin,  new  dean  of  Perkins  School 
of  Theology  at  SMU  in  Dallas. 

Dr.  Lovin  is  the  writer  and  theo¬ 
logical  consultant  for  the  study. 

The  meeting  started  with  a  re¬ 
view  of  the  statement  on  the  “Min¬ 
istry  of  all  Christians." 


The  statement  affirms  that:  “The 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  has  one  min¬ 
istry,  to  which  all  Christians  are 
called.  . . .  The  changing  needs  of 
local  congregations  and  ecumenical 
discussions  about  ordination  and 
sacramental  ministry  have  led  us  to 
review  the  special  forms  that  the 
church  sets  apart  within  the  minis¬ 
try  that  all  Christians  share." 

Louisiana  team 

The  Louisiana  team’s  response 
will  be  incorporated  into  the  entire 
study. 

In  addition  tq  the  program  Cabi¬ 
net  (the  nine  district  superinten¬ 
dents  plus  Rev.  Leslie  Akin,  Dr. 
Stone  Caraway  and  Dr.  Ken  Reed), 
the  Bishop’s  Response  Group  in¬ 
cludes:  Rev.  T.  Edward  Boyd  Jr.  of 
New  Iberia,  Rev.  Kenneth  W.  Irby 
of  Lafayette  and  Rev.  Marva  L. 
Mitchell,  from  the  Board  of  Or¬ 
dained  Ministry;  Sidney  Monte- 
gudo  and  Linda  Fox,  both  of  Baton 
Rouge,  and  Dr.  McCoy  Ransom  of 
Ruston,  from  the  Board  of  Diaconal 
Ministry. 

Also,  Dr.  Sarah  Kreutziger  of  Me¬ 
tairie,  Vera  Packer  of  Slidell  and  Ja¬ 
son  Owen  of  Ruston,  laity,  and  Dr. 
John  M.  Winn  Jr.  of  Kenner,  Dr. 
Don  Cottrill  of  Slidell  and  Bishop 
Oden,  at-large  members. 


Vera  and  Clyde  Jordan,  ABOVE,  of  West  Monroe, 
and  Dorothy  and  Dr.  Odell  Simmons,  RIGHT,  of 
New  Orleans  enjoy  the  Convocation  of  Boards 
Banquet  at  First  UMC. 


Peggy  and  Rev.  Don  Hall,  LEFT,  and  Patsy  and  Roy  Barnes,  all  of  Ba¬ 
ton  Rouge,  visit  with  friends  at  banquet. 


See  inside  pages  for  Methodist  Children's  Home  News  from 
Ruston.  A  bold  new  plan  is  announced. 


Faith  forum 
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Saturation  of  screen  violence  is  killing  us 


Violence  in  America  continues  to 
escalate. 

There  are  many  reasons.  One  sits 
in  almost  every  living  room  in 
America — television. 

While  television  is  a  valued  medi¬ 
um  for  news,  information,  eyewit¬ 
ness  events  and  entertainment,  it 
continues  to  be  an  avenue  of  vio¬ 
lence.  Study  after  study  shows  a  di¬ 
rect  causal  link  between  screen 
violence  and  violent  behavior. 

Religiously  motivated  media-val¬ 
ues  advocates  have  battled  televi¬ 
sion  corporations  for  decades  to 
curb  the  violence,  but  the  effect  has 
been  a  minor  chipping  away  at  this 
vast  product  from  a  profit-driven 
industry. 

As  Christians,  we  must  pull  the 
plug  on  television  violence,  know¬ 
ing  that  the  more  violence  children 
see  on  TV  the  more  aggressive  they 
become.  We  should  be  disturbed 
that: 

■  Children  witness  over  200,000 
acts  of  violence  on  TV  before 
they’re  1 8  years  old. 

■  The  bulk  of  TV  violence  occurs 
in  children’s  programming,  with 
cartoons  registering  25  violent  inci¬ 
dents  per  hour — six  times  the  rate 
of  episodic  TV  dramas. 

■  Children’s  video  games  like 
Mortal  Combat  show  the  blood  and 
guts  of  decapitation  and  dismem¬ 
berment  of  people. 

■  Our  children’s  and  grandchil¬ 
dren’s  number-one  heroes  are  TV’s 
Power  Rangers  who  thrive  on  vio¬ 
lence. 

Let's  also  be  disturbed  that: 

■  Television  has  become  ob¬ 
sessed  with  the  O.  J.  Simpson  mur¬ 
der  trial. 


Editorial 

■  Actor  Arnold  Schwarzenegger 
puts  a  bullet  through  a  woman’s 
forehead  on  a  movie  channel  and 
it’s  called  entertainment. 

■  Slasher  movies  depict  violent 
attacks  on  women. 

■  Violence,  sexuality  and  humor 
have  been  lumped  together  to  grab 
emotional  attention  and  make  big 
bucks  for  entertainment  industries 
that  cry  “Foul!”  and  plead  for  pro¬ 
tection  of  their  constitutional  rights 
when  anyone  questions  what 
they’re  doing. 

It’s  time  for  the  church  to  lead  a 
major  assault  against  blow  ’em  away 
cartoons,  slasher  movies,  body  bag 
news  reporting,  trashy  talk  shows  and 
bullet  justice  episodes.  It’s  time  for 
this  to  be  done  not  as  a  censor  but  to 
heighten  values  and  encourage  pro¬ 
gramming  which  build  a  humanity 
reflecting  God’s  image. 

On  the  recent  four-hour  PBS  spe¬ 
cial  about  violence  in  America, 
family  psychologist  David  Walsh 
pointed  out  that  smiles  often  ac¬ 
company  TV  violence. 

“The  message  to  kids  is  that  this 
(violence)  is  fun — enjoyment.  We 
never  see  the  suffering  that  fol¬ 
lows,”  Dr.  Walsh  said. 

As  raised  in  the  PBS  special’s  seg¬ 
ment  on  media  violence,  the  opera¬ 
tional  question  of  television  is  not 
whether  this  is  good  for  you  and  me 
but  will  this  make  money?  There  is 
nothing  wrong  with  making  money. 
But  profits  need  to  be  balanced  with 
a  sense  of  responsibility. 

Christian  morality  is  lived  out  in 


community.  Television  often  de¬ 
stroys  community.  Too  often,  even 
in  Christian  homes,  television  iso¬ 
lates  person  from  person  and  is 
used  as  substitute  child-care. 

Turning  off  the  TV  is  a  personal  so¬ 
lution  to  the  problem  of  violence  but 
does  little  to  end  television  violence. 

Talking  to  our  children  and 
grandchildren  about  violence  is  im¬ 
portant  but  will  not  curtail  televi¬ 
sion  violence  nationally. 

Out  of  concern  over  the  increase  of 
violence  in  society  and  the  graphic 
portrayal  of  television  violence  we: 

■  Call  upon  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Council  of  Bishops  to  issue  a 
pastoral  letter  against  violence  in 
the  media. 

■  Challenge  United  Methodist 
Women,  United  Methodist  Men, 
United  Methodist  Youth  organiza¬ 


tions  and  Sunday  school  classes  to 
oppose  media  violence  and  cam¬ 
paign  for  quality  programming  both 
nationally  and  locally. 

■  Affirm  our  churchwide  com¬ 
munications  agency’s  continuing 
stance  with  the  National  Council  of 
the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A. 
against  violence  in  the  media. 

■  Affirm  the  two-year  campaign 
against  violence  begun  in  January 
by  the  Public  Broadcasting  System. 

■  Support  the  Center  for  Media 
Literacy’s  challenge  against  vio¬ 
lence  in  the  media. 

■  Suggest  you  write  local  televi¬ 
sion  station  managers  and  local  ca¬ 
ble  system  managers  when  you  see 
violence  on  TV.  Tell  them  you  will 
not  tolerate  violence  on  TV  and 
note  the  exact  time  and  channel  you 
witnessed  this  violence. 


How  United 
Methodists 
can  help 
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This  severely  ill  child  in  Grace 
Children’s  Hospital  is  one  of  many 
Haitians  United  Methodists  are  helping 
through  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief.  UMCOR  has 
approved  a  goal  of  $  1 .67  million  in 
grants  for  ministries  in  Haiti  for  1995. 
These  include  $1.28  million  to  a 
variety  of  projects  of  The  Methodist 
Church  of  Haiti. 


S Grace  Children’s  Hospital,  $220,000 

Advance  #4 1 8520-7 

^International  Child  Care,  $35,000 

Advance  #4 1 8847-3 

^Forestry  and  animal  husbandry, 

$230, 000, Advance  #418309-4 
S Credit  and  commerce  for  rural 
women,  $225,000  Advance  #418204-4 
y Grain  processing  and  preservation, 
$132,400  Advance  #418523-1 
^Mobile  health  clinics  and  eye  care 
clinic,  $84,000  Advance  #4 1 8656-5 
V'Well-drilling  and  clean  water 
distribution.  $  1 67,000  Advance  #4 1 8900- 1 
J Agricultural  projects/food 
production,  $  1 50,000  Advance  #4 1 8375-5 
V'Hot  lunch  programs  for  Methodist 
school  children,  $20,000  Advance  #418790-2 
^Leadership  and  lay  training  for  The 
Methodist  Church  of  Haiti,  $267,000 
Advance  #4 1 863  I -5 
v'La  Gonave  small  business  and 
agriculture  support  plus  hot  lunches  for 
1,600  Methodist  school  children,  $  1 35,000 
Advance  #4 1 8625-7 
V'Haiti  Special,  Advance  #418200 

Contributions  to  any  of  these  projects 
can  be  made  through  local  churches  to 
the  regional  conference  treasurer. 
Indicate  the  Advance  number  of  the 
project  to  receive  the  funds. 
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Haiti's  survival  depends 
on  Christian  assistance >  trust 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

"An  empty  sack  cannot  stand. " 

— Haitian  proverb 

PORT-AU-PRINCE,  Haiti — It  was  growing 
dark.  I  was  one  of  several  Americans  in  the 
white  Grace  Children’s  Hospital  van  parked  on 
the  street  in  front  of  the  Methodist  Church  fol¬ 
lowing  Sunday  evening  services.  We  were  wait¬ 
ing  for  our  leader,  John  Yates,  head  of  the 
hospital. 

Up  the  street  we  heard  a  roar  of  voices  in  Cre¬ 
ole  and  a  band  playing.  Throngs  of  people 
jammed  the  street,  following  the  band  in  an  im¬ 
promptu  parade.  They  clapped,  shouted,  sang 
and  danced  as  they  moved  past  the  van,  some¬ 
times  giving  it  a  good  whack  or  shake. 

Suddenly  the  parade  stopped,  and  the  swarm 
of  people  surrounded  us,  leaving  us  a  small  van- 
based  island  in  a  sea  of  Haitians. 

A  young  Haitian  man  looked  through  the 
window  and  stared  at  me.  He  cocked  his  head  to 
one  side;  I  cocked  my  head  the  other  way.  He 
reversed  his  pose.  I  reversed  mine.  I  started 
making  dance  movements  with  my  arms  and 
fists  to  the  samba  beat  of  the  band.  He  started 
doing  the  same  thing,  smiled  and  danced  off 
down  the  street. 

I  gave  an  inward  sigh  of  relief. 

Gentle  people  in  a  violent  land 

As  a  journalist  who  has  covered  Haitian  is¬ 
sues  in  Haiti  and  in  the  United  States  for  nearly 
a  decade,  I  have  known  many  Haitians  and  find 
them  to  be  gracious,  hospitable,  generous  peo¬ 
ple  deserving  of  respect.  And  in  spite  of  occa¬ 
sional  outbreaks  of  violence  and  a  history  of 
severe  human  rights  abuses  by  a  small  minority, 
most  Haitians  are  gentle  people. 

But  the  recent  violence,  the  presence  of  multi¬ 
national  troops  and  sporadic  acts  of  revenge  lent 
an  air  of  tension  to  the  warm  night. 

Dr.  Yates  said  later,  as  we  drove  through  dark 
streets  lit  only  by  candles  of  sidewalk  venders, 
that  the  street  party  was  called  a  “Rah!  Rah!" 
The  Haitians,  mostly  Catholic,  were  practicing 
for  Mardi  Gras,  a  major  event  for  them. 

But  I  still  had  an  unsettled  feeling,  as  if  the 
happy  mood  of  this  party  or  another  one  like  it 
could  turn  ugly.  So  many  people  are  so  wretch¬ 
edly  poor  and  desperate  for  food  for  their  fam¬ 
ilies  that  Haiti  could  go  either  way:  peaceful  or 
violent. 

A  large  number  of  Haitians  have  had  their 
hopes  raised  by  the  return  of  their  first  demo- 


Commentary 


Diane  Huie  Balay  is  an 
Associate  Editor  of  the 
Reporter. 


cratically  elected  president,  Jean-Bertrand  Aris¬ 
tide.  But  Aristide  has  been  uncharacteristically 
quiet.  And  the  sad  truth  is  that  the  empty  cof¬ 
fers  of  the  Haitian  treasury  give  Aristide  little  to 
work  with. 

Will  the  long-suffering  Haitians  be  content  to 
wait  until  some  measure  of  economic  stability 
can  be  developed?  Or  will  hope  turn  sour,  turn 
in  on  itself  and  explode? 

Although  the  Clinton  administration  has 
promised  massive  aid,  the  United  States  has 
poured  aid  money  into  Haiti  in  the  past  and  it 
almost  always  disappeared  into  the  pockets  of 
the  already  powerful.  Little  ever  reached  the  80 
percent  of  the  population  who  are  poverty 
stricken. 

Will  Wesley's  work  save  lives  today? 

Where  then  is  the  hope  for  Haiti?  Perhaps  we 
can  find  a  ray  of  it  in  the  work  of  John  Wesley 
whose  work  with  the  poor  in  1 8th  century  En¬ 
gland  is  credited  with  helping  to  prevent  a 
bloody  revolution  in  England. 

Following  in  the  legacy  of  Wesley,  Methodists 
and  United  Methodists  are  working  among  the 
poor  in  Haiti  today  (see  related  stories  else¬ 
where  in  this  issue).  It  is  possible  that  this  work, 
as  in  Wesley’s  day,  may  help  avert  carnage. 

Against  powerful  odds,  wonderful  work — the 
Haitian  health  committees  near  Grande  Riviere 
du  Nord,  for  example — is  going  on  at  the  grass 
roots  where  the  changes  needed  to  save  Haiti 
must  come  if  they  are  to  come. 

But  our  neighbors  in  Haiti  desperately  need 
our  help.  Their  financial  situation  and  their 
government  are  too  fragile  to  do  it  alone. 

Fortunately,  many  missions  already  in  place  al¬ 
low  us  to  donate  our  time,  supplies,  equipment  or 
financial  resources  (see  partial  listings  at  left). 

Just  as  important,  we  can  hold  out  the  hand 
of  friendship  and  respect. 

In  the  words  of  Haitian  author  Edner  A. 
Jeanty,  collector  of  thousands  of  Haitian  prov¬ 
erbs,  “If  you  trust  the  Haitian,  he’ll  trust  you. 
Don’t  just  tell  him,  ‘I  trust  you.’  But  trust  him, 
and  he’ll  open  his  heart  to  you — he’ll  be  ready  to 
die  for  you!” 


Ronald  P.  Patterson  John  A.  Lovelace  Cynthia  B.  Astle 
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What  others  are  saying 

“Nineteen  bishops  beat  75  pawns 
every  time.” 

— Weston  Ware,  Texas  Baptist  Chris¬ 
tian  Life  Commission,  speaking  of 
church  leadership  in  the  fight  against 
casino  gambling  after  the  hiring  of  75 
pro-gaming  lobbyists  in  Texas. 

*  *  * 

“I  am  for  welfare  reform  if  it’s  a 
war  on  poverty  and  not  a  class  war 
against  the  poor.” 

— the  Rev.  William  Holmes,  Metro¬ 
politan  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church,  Washington 


Evangelism  should  be 
everyday  experience 


I  am  responding  to  Daniel 
Gangler’s  article,  “Two  views  on 
evangelism”  in  UMR  Jan.  27. 

Is  there  a  special  time  for  evan¬ 
gelism  or  should  it  be  an  every¬ 
day  occurence? 

In  Mark  16:14,  Jesus  said,  “Go 
into  all  the  world  and  proclaim 
the  good  news.”  He  also  said, 
“The  harvest  is  ripe  but  the  la¬ 
borers  are  few.” 

We  need  to  reach  out  to  our 
children  and  to  the  community  to 
share  our  faith  and  the  gospel. 
Lets  start  with  our  vision  this  year. 

Lorraine  Godar 
Westmont,  II. 

You're  so  one-sided! 

Your  editorial  (Jan.  27),  just  as 
your  other  one-sided  articles 
against  school  prayer  (UMR, 
Nov.  25,  1994,  Dec.  2,  1994, 
Dec.  9,  1994,  Dec.  23,  1994), 
continues  to  show  your  lack  of 
awareness  of  what  H.J.  Res.  424, 
2d  Session,  103d  Congress  is  ac¬ 
tually  proposing. 

In  not  one  of  your  articles  have 
I  ever  seen  the  specific,  simple, 
three  sentence  amendment  stated. 
Rather  we  have  seen  simply  inac¬ 
curate  criticism  and  implications. 

For  Pete’s  sake,  at  least  give 
your  readers  the  benefit  of  reading 
it  by  printing  the  resolution  as 
Congressman  Istook  and  44  other 
representatives  have  proposed  it: 

"Nothing  in  this  Constitution 
shall  be  construed  to  prohibit  indi¬ 
vidual  or  group  prayer  in  public 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 


schools  or  other  public  institutions. 
No  person  shall  be  required  by  the 
United  States,  or  by  any  State,  to 
participate  in  prayer.  Neither  the 
United  States,  not  any  State,  shall 
compose  the  words  of  any  prayer  to 
be  said  in  public  schools. " 

In  district  after  district,  stu¬ 
dents  are  repeatedly  being  denied 
the  right  to  have  prayer  at  their 
public  schools.  It’s  time  for  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  to  stand  up  and 
affirm  protection  for  students  on 
the  public  school  campus  who 
want  to  exercise  their  faith. 

I’m  grateful  that  our  1993 
Southern  New  Jersey  Annual 
Conference  has  set  an  example 
for  our  denomination  to  follow 
in  passing  a  resolution  that  we 
“write  to  the  President,  members 
of  the  Senate  and  the  House  of 
Representatives,  and  express  our 
desire  to  bring  prayer  and  Bible 
reading  back  in  the  classroom.” 

Dale  C.  Whilden 
Ocean  Grove,  New  Jersey 

Address  signed  letters  for  publi¬ 
cation  to  "Letters  to  the  Editor," 
United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O. 
Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas 
75266-0275,  or  fax  letters  to  214- 
630-0079. 


Nurturing 


Your  newspaper  provides  a  constant,  in  home, 
spiritual  nurture  tool  to  your  entire  congregation 
beyond  the  worship  experience. 

This  Is  An  Opportunity  You  Need  To  Investigate  Now! 
Compare  Your  Costs  and  UMR  Investment  Today! 


& 


Call  Us  Now! 

Ron  Thomas 

P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275 
(214)  630-6495  FAX:  (214)  630-0079 


I’m  helping  to  build 
a  church  right  now! 

T  The  investment  I  chose  pays  me 
A  interest  and  builds  churches. 

A J  Would  you  like  to  help  too? 

United  Methodist  Development  Fund  accepts  investments  from 
United  Methodist  individuals  or  organizations,  sends  them  an  inter¬ 
est  check  twice  a  year,  then  lends  that  money  to  United  Methodist 
churches  for  new  construction  and/or  renovation. 


Notes  may  be  purchased  for  as  little  as  $100.  The  Fund’s  sole  purpose 
is  to  promote  the  mission  of  The  United  Methodist  Church  by  pro¬ 
viding  first  mortgage  loans  to  churches.  This  is  not  an  offer  of  sale. 
All  offerings  are  made  only  by  the  Offering  Circular. 


Interest  Rates 

IRA 

Flexible 

7.50% 

4.50% 

1  Year  Term 

4  Year  Term 

6.50% 

7.50% 

If  you're  a  church, 
for  mortgage 
information,  call: 
(212)  870-3865 


Call  or  write  for 
the  Offering  Circular: 
The  United 
Methodist 
Development  Fund 
Room  320 

475  Riverside  Drive 
New  York 
NY  10115 

(212)  870-3856  or 
1-800-862-8633 
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MISSIONARY  EVACUATION:  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  missionaries  were  among  U.S.  cit¬ 
izens  evacuated  from  Sierra  Leone  last  week 

after  seven  Roman  Catholic  nuns  were  kid¬ 
napped  in  the  midst  of  a  civil  war.  Among 
those  leaving  the  West  African  country  at  the 
recommendation  of  the  U.S.  State  Department 
are  Rosemary  and  Theodore  Townsend,  based 
in  Freetown.  Also  expected  to  leave  is  Doretha 
Brown,  from  the  town  of  Moyamba.  The  Rev. 
Henry  Jusu,  finance  representative  for  the 
church’s  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  for 
the  Sierra  Leone  Annual  Conference,  said  the 
fighting  has  caused  the  closing  of  the  United 
Methodist  Hartford  School  for  Girls,  one  of  the 
oldest  educational  institutions  in  the  country. 


ENLIGHTEN  THE  CHURCH:  “The 

time  has  come  for  us  to  reach  some  enlighten¬ 
ment  over  our  foreign  policy  toward  Cuba,”  re¬ 
ported  the  Rev.  Thom  White  Wolf  Fassett  to 
the  United  Methodist  Joint  Panel  on  Interna¬ 
tional  Affairs  recently.  The  top  executive  of  the 
church’s  General  Board  of  Church  and  Society 
said  the  economic  embargo  against  Cuba  “is  a 
terrible  scourge  on  the  people.”  Dr.  Fassett  also 
criticized  the  Republican  “Contract  with  Ameri¬ 
ca”  proposal  and  predicted  everyone  will  suf¬ 
fer  if  it  is  implemented.  “I  think  these 
Republican  secular  Christians  are  basically  ly¬ 
ing  to  the  American  people,”  he  said.  The  pan¬ 
el  is  an  informal  group  of  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  and  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  directors  and  staff. 


PROTESTS  NOMINEE:  An  ad  hoc 

group  of  United  Methodists  wrote  all  11  U.S. 
senators  who  are  United  Methodists  urging 
them  to  vote  against  the  nomination  of  Henry 
W.  Foster  for  Surgeon  General.  “On  behalf  of 
the  thousands  of  United  Methodists  who  be¬ 
lieve  that  abortion  is  abhorrent  and  morally, 
medically  and  constitutionally  indefensible, 
Lifewatch:  The  Taskforce  of  United  Method¬ 
ists  on  Abortion  and  Sexuality,  urges  you  to 
stand  against  the  nomination,”  said  Ruth 
Brown,  executive  director.  The  letter  also  ob¬ 
jected  to  Dr.  Foster’s  stand  favoring  distribut¬ 
ing  condoms  to  teenagers. 


Finding  Christ  in  urban  America 

Bishop: ' God  will  deal  with  us'  if  church  fails  urban  children 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

BIRMINGHAM,  Ala.— “How 
can  we  in  good  conscience,  as  a 
denomination,  hoard  funds  that 
will  amount  to  millions  of  dollars 
while  the  children  of  this  nation 
and  this  world  suffer?” 

Judging  by  audience  response, 
United  Methodist  Bishop  Felton 
E.  May  (Harrisburg,  Pa.  Area) 
stepped  on  some  toes  when  he 
raised  that  question  during  the 
National  Urban  Ministry  Convo¬ 
cation  this  month. 

“I’m  on  the  right  track  [to  say 
that]  if  we  don’t  protect  our  chil¬ 


dren,  God  will 
indeed  deal 
with  us.” 

As  national 
chairperson  of 
the  Shalom 
Zone  Commit¬ 
tee  that  nur¬ 
tures  local 
churches  to  de¬ 
velop  urban 
ministries  that  witness  to  the 
Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  Bishop 
May  “affirmed  the  brilliance”  of 
the  650  United  Methodists  who 
met  in  Birmingham  to  renew 
their  covenant  to  bring  peace  to 
humankind. 


“But  what  point  would  it  be  if 
we  did  not  do  it  for  something 
special,"  asked  the  bishop,  “the 
community  called  children. 

“We  are  one  step  short  of  be¬ 
ing  barbaric  in  the  way  we  treat 
our  children  and  our  youths.” 

Reflecting  on  events  in  his  life 
this  quadrennium  as  an  episcopal 
leader  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  that  ranged  from  the 
guilt  of  dining  in  a  four-star  hotel 
restaurant  while  hungry  housing- 
project  children  watched,  to  see¬ 
ing  disease-stricken,  Rwandan 
refugee  children  in  Zaire,  the 
bishop  confided  that  “the  condi¬ 
tion  in  which  I  find  myself  is  of  a 


man  that  has  a  hurting  heart. 

“A  hurting  heart  over  the  suf¬ 
fering  and  pain  inflicted  on 
God’s  most  precious  gift,  known 
as  children,”  he  said. 

The  bishop  said  he  had  pain  in 
his  heart  not  just  for  himself  but 
also  for  The  United  Methodist 
Church. 

“Jesus  met  the  rich  church, 
and  the  rich  church  said,  ‘What 
must  we  do  to  inherit  eternal 
life.’  And  Jesus  said  to  the  rich 
United  Methodist  Church,  ‘Sell 
all  that  you  have  and  give  it  to 
the  poor.’ 

“And  the  rich  church  said, 
‘Before  we  give  that  consider¬ 
ation,  we  must  restructure.  Be¬ 
fore  we  can  even  begin  to 
appropriate  the  funds,  we  must 
move  our  missions  arm  from  one 
place  to  another  at  the  tune  of 
$16  million,  just  to  satisfy  the 
political  immaturity  of  those  who 
do  not  know  that  Christ  is  truly 
Lord  of  all  life.’ 

“It  does  not  make  sense  to  me 
that  we  can  think  about  spending 
that  kind  of  money  restructuring 
the  denomination  when  the  chil¬ 
dren  are  starving  and  bludgeoned 
and  murdered  and  misused. 

During  the  recent  National 
Urban  Ministry  Convocation, 
Bishop  Felton  E.  May  quietly  ex¬ 
pressed  pastoral  concern  about 
the  work  of  the  church’s  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries 

He  said  he  was  troubled  that 
policymaking  officers  of  the  mis¬ 
sion  board  were  not  in  Birming¬ 
ham  to  receive  the  urban  strategy 
document  drawn  up  at  the  urban 
ministry  convocation. 

The  board’s  top  executives 
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BIRMINGHAM,  Ala. — Rededicating  themselves  to  eliminating  racism  in  major  cities,  partici¬ 
pants  in  the  church's  National  Urban  Ministry  Convocation  sing  "We  Shall  Overcome." 


Felton  E.  May 


BIRMINGHAM,  Ala.— Carlton 
Reese,  a  Birmingham  civil 
rights  activist  and  professor  of 
music,  leads  the  song,  "Ain't 
Gonna  Let  Nobody  Turn  Me 
Around,"  during  the  National 
Urban  Ministry  Convocation. 

“What  do  we  need  to  say  to 
each  other  to  wake  us  up?”  Bish¬ 
op  May  asked,  as  members  of  the 
crowd  in  the  background  cried 
and  shouted  “Save  us,  Jesus,” 
and  “Yes,  Lord!” 

“I’ve  seen  enough  pain  and  I 
declare  to  you,  ‘I’m  awake!’  The 
church  must  put  aside  its  Rip- 
van-Winkleism  and  discover 
what  is  ghappening  to  society. 

“The  task  is  ours.  I  beg  you  to 
give  your  life  to  building  commu¬ 
nities  of  shalom.” 

and  officers  were  meeting  in 
New  York  at  the  same  time 
with  the  board’s  research  and 
developments  committee  fine- 
tuning  a  document  on  its  com¬ 
prehensive  plan  for  misson. 

Deborah  Bass,  assistant  general 
secretary  for  the  mission  board’s 
Nation^  Division,  told  the  Re¬ 
porter  that  staff  attending  the 
urban  ministries  convocation 
heard  the  concerns  and  will  re¬ 
lay  them  to  the  Rev.  Randolph 
Nugent,  general  secretary. 


JAPAN  EARTHQUAKE:  One  Japanese 
clergy  family  lost  two  members  in  the  Jan.  17 
earthquake,  and  at  least  20  church  members 
are  thought  dead,  according  to  a  report  given 
during  the  National  Convocation  of  Asian 
American  United  Methodists  in  Los  Angeles 
Feb.  1-4.  Five  Japanese  Methodist  churches  in 
the  Kobe  area  collapsed  completely  in  the 
earthquake;  four  Korean  churches  were  heavily 
damaged.  TTie  Rev.  Shu  Ro  Kitazato,  moderator 
of  the  Hyogo  District  (including  Kobe,  Nishino- 
miya  and  its  surroundings),  said  40  churches  re¬ 
lated  to  the  Kyodan  (United  Church  of  Christ  in 
Japan)  received  structural  damage.  One  member 
of  the  Nishinomiya  Church,  a  Korean  congrega¬ 
tion  in  the  Kobe  area,  was  killed  and  at  least  1 4 
were  injured,  it  was  reported.  Gifts  to  aid  Japan 
earthquake  victims  can  be  made  to  Advance  No. 
982450-8. 

DEVELOPMENT  SUMMIT:  The 

church  has  the  opportunity  “to  articulate  a 
shared  vision  of  a  good  and  just  society”  by  par¬ 
ticipating  in  the  upcoming  World  Summit  for 
Social  Change  in  Copenhagen  according  to 
United  Nations  official  Nitin  Desai.  United 
Methodists  planning  to  attend  the  March  6-12 
meeting  from  the  General  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries  include  Mia  Adjali,  Women’s  Division 
staff;  the  Rev.  William  Robinson  from  Theressa 
Hoover  United  Methodist  Church  in  Little 
Rock,  Ark.;  Kay  Lynn  Myers,  director  of  a 
homeless  shelter  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.;  Anibal 
Guzman  of  Bolivia  and  Gloria  Blacklock  of  Ver- 
gennes,  Ill.  The  Rev.  Thom  White  Wolf  Fassett 
and  Mark  Harrison,  both  of  the  General  Board 
of  Church  and  Society,  will  also  attend. 

TRUSTEE  NAMED:  The  Presbyterian 
Church  (U.S.A.)  Foundation  has  named  Santa 
Fe  attorney  F.  Kenneth  Bateman  trustee  of  the 
foundation’s  board.  An  elder  at  First  Presby¬ 
terian  Church  of  Santa  Fe,  Mr.  Bateman  has 
10  years’  experience  in  management  of  private 
foundations. 


Urban  ministries  gathering  draws 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

BIRMINGHAM,  Ala.— What 
if  you  planned  a  gathering  for 
200  people  and  600-plus  came? 

“No  problem,”  said  members 
of  the  United  Methodist  Nation¬ 
al  Urban  Strategy  Council. 

With  a  “loaves  and  fishes”  at¬ 
titude  that  the  mission  and  min¬ 
istry  of  Jesus  Christ  can  be 
shared  by  all,  at  least  650  people 
from  125  cities  in  43  states  came 
and  echoed  the  charge  of  Bir¬ 
mingham’s  civil  rights  move¬ 
ment  nearly  some  four  decades 
ago:  "Ain’t  gonna  let  nobody  turn 
me  around!" 

“This  meeting  was  important 
for  several  reasons,”  said  the 
Rev.  John  Schol,  staff  executive 
for  the  church’s  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  office  of  urban 
ministries,  which  co-sponsored 
the  Feb.  2-5  event. 

“There  has  not  been  an  urban 
convocation  like  this  in  nearly  two 
decades.  It  was  also  important  to 
come  together  and  affirm  the  peo¬ 
ple  who  have  been  doing  the  work 
of  the  church  in  the  cities.  Finally, 
we  needed  to  meet  to  allow  per¬ 
sons  in  urban  ministries  to  take  re¬ 
sponsibility  for  their  future.” 

Spirit-filled  study 

Energized  by  the  theme,  “Re¬ 
claiming  Shalom  in  the  City,” 
participants  met  the  dawn  to  at¬ 
tend  spirit-filled  Bible  study  led 
by  Bishop  Sharon  Zimmerman 
Rader  (Wisconsin  Area)  and  hear 
inspirational  sermons  by  the 


" There  has  not  been 
an  urban  convocation 
like  this  in  nearly  two 
decades." 

— the  Rev.  John  Schol 


Rev.  Cecil  Williams,  pastor  of 
Glide  Memorial  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  San  Francisco,  Rev. 
Tex  Sample  of  St.  Paul  School  of 
Theology  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.; 
the  Rev.  Hal  Recinos  of  Wesley 
Theological  Seminary  in  Wash¬ 
ington;  the  Rev.  Ted  McEachem 
of  the  Association  for  Christian 
Training;  and  the  Rev.  Joseph  E. 
Lowery  of  the  Southern  Chris¬ 
tian  Leadership  Conference  in 
Atlanta. 

In  addition,  the  meeting  iden¬ 
tified  seven  urban  ministry  con¬ 
cerns  for  local  congregations: 

✓  Urban  evangelism  and  con¬ 
gregational  development.  How 
can  the  church  effectively  com¬ 
municate  the  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ  in  urban  settings  and  de¬ 
velop  congregations  as  strategic 
bases  for  witness  and  ministry? 

Leadership  development. 
How  can  the  church  develop  ef¬ 
fective  pastors  and  laity  for  ur¬ 
ban  congregational  ministry? 

Eliminating  racism.  What 
should  the  church  do  to  help  con¬ 
gregations  eliminate  racism  in 
churches  and  the  city? 

•f  Community  and  economic 
development.  How  can  the  church 
empower  congregations  and  ur¬ 


ban  ministries  to  develop  com¬ 
munities  economically? 

■/  Health  care.  What  steps 
should  the  church  take  to  im¬ 
prove  the  health  of  people  in  ur¬ 
ban  communities? 

S  Developing  and  sustaining 
multiculturalism.  How  can  the 
church  strengthen  multicultural 
relationships? 

/  Urban  theology.  How 

should  we  put  our  theology  into 
practice  in  urban  settings? 

Building  a  strategy 

Unlike  most  convocations  that 
end  with  a  benediction,  the  Na¬ 
tional  Urban  Strategy  Network 
took  advantage  of  the  grassroots 
crowd  to  solicit  feedback  for  an 
“urban  strategy”  to  direct  new 
ministries  for  the  church. 

Following  five  hours  in  intense 
strategy  sessions,  participants  de¬ 
veloped  a  document  to  be  pre¬ 
sented  to  the  church’s  1996 
legislative  General  Conference. 
Urban  network  leaders  also  hope 
to  gain  endorsement  of  the  docu¬ 
ment  from  3,000  urban  churches 
across  the  U.S.  And  $3,700  was 
collected  during  an  offering  for 
future  urban  ministries. 

“Urban  ministry  needs  to  be 
developing  the  community  and 
the  congregation  through  the 
transforming  power  of  God,” 
said  Diane  Johnson,  director  of 
St.  Louis  Metro  Ministry  and 
chairperson  of  the  convocation 
committee. 

— Denise  Johnson  Stovall 


threefold  turnout 

Peace  for 
our  cities 


Excerpts  from  the 

Urban  Strategy 

Summary  Report 


Teach  that  urban 
ministry  is  based 
in  the  person 
and  ministry 
of  Jesus  Christ. . . 


<  ^Develop  an  urban  con¬ 
gregational  Bible  study. . . 

i^Help  churches  learn  how  \  0  ri 
to  raise  dollars  for  \  rh  0  ^ 


community  development 
from  sources  outside 
the  church. . . 


Develop  a  video  based 
on  God’s  vision  for  the 
urban  church. . . 


Tlr 


Invite  3000  churches  to 
commit  to  a  program  to 
broaden  multicultural 
understanding. . . 


REPORTER  ILLUSTRATION  BY  DEBRA  McKNICHT 


Travel  Study  Seminar  to 

EUROPE 


April  21  -  May  6,  1995 


Russia/ Northeast  Europe 

Departure — New  York 

•  Moscow 

•  St  Petersburg 

•  Tallinn,  Estonia 

•  Riga,  Latvia 

•  Belfast,  Northern  Ireland 

•  London,  England 


« 
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Central/ Southern  Europe 

Departure — New  York 

•  Vienna,  Austria 

•  Budapest,  Hungary 

•  Prague,  Czech  Republic 

•  Zittau,  East  Germany 

•  Warsaw,  Poland 

•  Belfast,  Northern  Ireland 

•  London,  England 


For  more  Information  contact: 

Ernestine  Mumford,  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 

475  Riverside  Drive,  Room  1318.  New  York,  NY  10115  (212)  870-3787 


Former  surgeon  general  warns  of  burden  on  church 


When  peace,  like  a  river, 
attendeth  my  way, 

When  sorrows  like  sea  billows  roll ; 
Whatever  my  lot,  thou  has  taught 
me  to  say. 

It  is  well,  it  is  well  with  my  soul. 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

BIRMINGHAM,  Ala.— As  600- 
plus  United  Methodists  sang  this  fa¬ 
miliar  hymn,  M.  Joycelyn  Elders, 
one  of  their  own,  stood  before  them 
and  nodded  approval. 

Following  a  five-minute  standing 
ovation,  the  former  U.S.  surgeon 
general  told  the  National  Urban 
Ministry  Convocation  that  she 
“wouldn’t  change  a  thing”  regard¬ 
ing  her  outspoken  views  on  the 
country’s  health  care  problems. 

“I  want  each  of  you  to  know  that 
it  was  a  real  pleasure  and  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  be  your  surgeon  general," 


said  Dr.  Elders. 

“But  I  also  want 
you  to  know  that 
it  was  far  more 
important  for  me 
to  do  the  job  than 
for  me  to  have  the 
job. 

‘‘I  had  always 
said  that  I  didn’t 
mind  being  the 
lightning  rod  if  all  of  you  are  the 
thunder  behind  me.” 

Addressing  a  standing-room-only 
crowd  that  included  print  and 
broadcast  media  from  throughout 
Alabama,  the  Arkansas  laywoman 
said,  “Getting  rid  of  Joycelyn  El¬ 
ders  does  not  get  rid  of  the  nation’s 
various  health  care  problems”  or 
how  to  combat  sexually  transmitted 
diseases. 

"We  have  not  taught  our  people 


to  be  healthy,  and  that  was  inter¬ 
preted  that  Joycelyn  Elders  wanted 
to  give  every  5-year-old  a  condom,” 
she  contended. 

Dr.  Elders  challenged  the  urban 
ministry  participants  to  affirm  the 
teaching  of  the  “ABCDs”  of  health 
care  to  save  children: 

A:  Teach  abstinence.  “Every 
teacher  I  know  and  every  preacher  I 
know  teaches  abstinence,”  she  said. 

B:  Be  faithful 

C:  Affirm  condoms  and  contra¬ 
ceptive  use. 

D:  “When  all  that  fails,  we’re  got 
to  do  other  things,”  she  said. 

On  another  note.  Dr.  Elders  chal¬ 
lenged  members  of  United  Method¬ 
ist  local  churches  to  “renew  our 
communities  and  save  our  families” 
through  Shalom  Zone  ministries. 

Initially  created  by  the  church’s 
1992  General  Conference  in  re¬ 


sponse  to  the  Los  Angeles  uprising, 
the  Communities  of  Shalom  initia¬ 
tive  has  become  a  means  of  eco¬ 
nomic  and  spiritual  development  in 
local  areas. 

“I  think  a  heavy  burden  is  falling 
on  the  church,"  said  Dr.  Elders,  hon¬ 
orary  chairperson  of  the  Shalom 
Zone  Committee.  “And  it’s  on  the 
church,  because  you’re  the  only  ones 
left  now  who  can  reach  out  and  do  it. 
You’re  there  in  the  community,  you 
can  bring  people  together. 

“We  know,  and  we  certainly 
know  in  the  black  community,  that 
it  was  the  church  that  was  there  and 
led  us  out  of  slavery.  It  was  the 
church  that  brought  us  through  the 
civil  rights  movement.  It  was  the 
church  that  helped  start  health  and 
education  programs.” 

-DENISE /OHNSON  STOVALL 


loycelyn  Elders 
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CONFESSING  MOVEMENT:  a  meet¬ 
ing  "to  determine  the  direction  and  future  of  a 
Confessing  Movement  within  The  United 
Methodist  Church  and  to  hammer  out  a  ‘confes¬ 
sional  statement’  ”  has  been  called  by  the  Rev. 
John  Ed  Mathison,  pastor  of  Frazer  Memorial 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Montgomery, 

Ala.  The  invitational  gathering  will  be  in  At¬ 
lanta  April  28-29.  The  Confessing  Movement 
was  launched  last  April  when  102  United 
Methodists  gathered  in  Atlanta  to  discuss  what 
they  consider  to  be  a  "theological  crisis”  in  the 
church. 

NEW  POSITION:  The  Rev.  Leighton  K, 

Farrell,  62,  pastor  of  United  Methodism's  sec¬ 
ond  largest  congregation  for  22  years,  has  been 
named  to  the  new  position  of  development  direc¬ 
tor  in  the  church’s  North  Texas  regional  confer¬ 
ence,  effective  June  15.  Succeeding  him  at  the 
1 1,000-member  Highland  Park  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  will  be  the  Rev.  Mark  Craig.  He 
is  the  founding  pastor  of  the  4,000-member 
Custer  Road  United  Methodist  Church  in  sub¬ 
urban  Plano. 

FLORIDA  GOVERNOR:  Florida  Gov. 

Lawton  M.  Chiles,  whose  ancestry  can  be 
traced  to  Methodist  circuit  riders,  spoke  at  the 
150th  anniversary  celebration  of  the  church’s 
Florida  regional  conference  Feb.  5  at  Trinity 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Tallahassee.  The 
conference  was  organized  at  that  church  in 
1 845,  three  weeks  before  Florida  became  a 
state. 


Haitian  health  survey 
results  are  no  suprise 
to  United  Methodists 


A  UMNS  PHOTO  BY  JEFF  THOMPSON 

Rather  helps  UM-related 
school  gear  up  finance  push 

GEORGETOWN,  Texas— CBS  News  anchor 
Dan  Rather  was  present  with  Southwestern 
University  president  Roy  B.  Schilling  Jr.  for 
the  recent  kickoff  of  a  $75  million  financial 
campaign  for  facilities,  endowment  and 
current  operations  at  the  United  Methodist- 
related  school  in  Georgetown,  Texas. 

Compiled  by  news  and  staff  reports 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 
Second  in  a  series 

GRANDE  RIVIERE  DU 
NORD,  Haiti — The  six  Ameri¬ 
can  Christians  facing  Haiti’s 
Grande  Riviere  du  Nord  (Great 
River  of  the  North)  weren’t  as 
young  as  they  once  were. 

But  they  stoically  pulled  off 
their  shoes,  rolled  up  their  pants 
legs  or  hiked  up  their  skirts  and 
waded  in  among  the  rocks.  Soon 
they  were  splashing  across  a  sand¬ 
bar  and  laughing  like  teenagers. 

Once  across  the  river,  100  feet 
more  or  less,  the  group,  which  in¬ 
cluded  United  Methodists  from 
West  Michigan  and  North  Texas, 
climbed  a  steep  mountain  path 
to  reach  the  cabin  where  nearly 
40  Haitian  health  leaders  were 
meeting. 

Headed  toward  ministry 

The  visitors  were  led  by  John 
Yates,  head  of  International 
Child  Care  and  Grace  Children’s 
Hospital  in  Port-au-Prince,  less 
than  100  miles  but  five  torturous 
hours  in  a  van  over  rough  roads 
and  mountain  passes  to  the 
southwest. 

With  them  were  Harry  Gef- 
frard,  the  Haitian  government 
physician  assigned  to  Haiti’s 
northern  region  or  “zone,”  and 
his  female  assistant. 

Greeting  the  visitors  were  sev¬ 
eral  of  the  grave  and  courteous 
Haitian  men  and  women  who 
had  been  elected  by  their  com¬ 
munities  to  represent  some 
100,000  people  near  Haiti’s 
north  shore. 


Helping 


These  Haitians  are  working 
with  Dr.  Geffrard  and  Interna¬ 
tional  Child  Care,  which  is  sup¬ 
ported  in  part  by  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief, 
to  develop  community  health 
plans  at  the  grass  roots  level. 

Building  rural  clinics 

International  Child  Care,  be¬ 
gun  more  than  25  years  ago,  is 
the  parent  organization  of  Grace 
Children’s  Hospital.  The  child 
care  organization  is  in  partner¬ 
ship  with  the  Haitian  Ministry  of 
Health  and  the  World  Health  Or¬ 
ganization  to  strengthen  a  na¬ 
tional  network  of  rural  clinics 
such  as  the  one  in  Grande  Rivi¬ 
ere  du  Nord,  a  town  near  the  riv¬ 
er  of  the  same  name. 

Since  1  975,  International 
Child  Care  has  made  disease  pre¬ 
vention  and  health  education  its 
priorities,  implementing  them 
through  its  CAT  (Crusade 
Against  Tuberculosis)  program 
throughout  the  country. 

The  zone  of  communities  near 
Grand  Riviere  du  Nord  is  just  one 
of  several  Haitian  zones  in  which 
the  organization  is  working. 

All  current  population  and 


PHOTO  BY  KEITH  MUMMA 

GRANDE  RIVIERE  DU  NORD,  HAITI— The  international  medical  team  crossing  the  Great  River 
of  the  North  in  Haiti  are,  from  left,  U.S.  nurse  Mary  Jo  Perley,  Canadian  physician  John  Yates 
(head  of  International  Child  Care),  U.S.  physician  Phil  Fuller  and  U.S.  counselor  Karen  Fuller, 
Haitian  physician  Harry  Geffrard,  U.S.  nurse  Ellen  Palmer,  and  Dr.  Geffrard's  assistant. 


health  care  statistics  are  extrapo¬ 
lations  based  on  a  census  done 
many  years  ago,  Dr.  Yates  told 
the  Americans.  To  overcome 
that,  he  explained,  community 
health  leaders  like  these  have 
been  trained  to  take  a  profession¬ 
al  health  survey  and  census,  the 
first  ever  done  in  Haiti. 

'Thirsty  for  work' 

On  the  warm  winter  day  of  the 
Americans’  visit,  the  community 
health  leaders  were  reporting 


findings  of  their  first  survey  to 
Dr.  Geffrard.  They  will  return  to 
the  communities  for  more  in- 
depth  questioning. 

Survey  results  will  be  used  to 
formulate  a  health  plan  based  on 
needs  that  are  perceived  at  the 
community  level  (see  “Commen¬ 
tary”  on  Page  2  of  this  issue). 
Several  sanitation  projects  are  in 
progress. 

But  even  as  the  health  leaders 
presented  their  preliminary  find¬ 
ings,  some  needs  were  painfully 


evident:  not  enough  food;  not 
enough  land  to  grow  food;  unsan¬ 
itary  conditions;  no  jobs. 

“I  am  thirsty  for  work,”  cried  a 
young  Haitian  woman  who  is 
trained  as  a  nurse. 

In  spite  of  the  leaders’  obvious 
distress  for  the  plight  of  their 
people,  they  were  able  to  sing  a 
rousing  welcome  for  their  Ameri¬ 
can  visitors  and,  after  several 
hours’  visit,  a  heart-rending  fare¬ 
well. 


Teens'  mission  project  brings  adult  to  Haiti  20  years  later 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

GRANDE  RIVIERE  DU 
NORD,  Haiti — For  United 
Methodist  laywoman  Mary  Jo 
Perley,  the  recent  visit  to  Grace 
Children’s  Hospital  in  Haiti  and 
its  parent  organization.  Interna¬ 
tional  Child  Care,  was  part  of  a 
journey  that  began  some  20  years 
ago. 

The  journey  was  bom  of  the 


idealism  of  some  United  Meth¬ 
odist  youths  in  Ohio  and  Indiana 
in  the  early  1970s.  Dr.  Perley,  a 
nurse  administrator  in  Dallas, 
was  one  of  those  youths.  Their 
story  is  still  told  in  Haiti. 

A  youth  walked  in 

The  Rev.  Grayson  Atha,  who 
sits  on  the  hospital  board  and  is 
pastor  of  King  Avenue  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Columbus, 
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RATES:  $  1 .40  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  inser¬ 
tion.  S28.00  minimum  charge  for  up  to  20  words. 
Blind  ads  S2 1 .00  plus  S 1 1 .20  for  the  8  words  to  in¬ 
sert  our  contact  information.  Cash  must  accompa¬ 
ny  order  except  on  contract  advertising  or  when 
otherwise  approved  in  advance. 

MINISTER  TO  YOUTH/DIRECTOR  of  Youth 
Ministry  wanted  for  3200-member  suburban 
church.  Full-time  position,  excellent  facilities,  mul¬ 
tiple  staff.  Work  with  parents  and  youth  to  contin¬ 
ue  to  strengthen  comprehensive  ministry  to/with 
youth.  Experience  and  training  required.  Send  re¬ 
sume  to:  Senior  Pastor,  Chapel  Hill  UMC,  2717  W. 
Hefner  Rd.,  Oklahoma  City,  OK  73 1 20. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES:  First 

members)  now  accepting  applications  Director/ 
Music  Ministries:  Responsibilities:  direct  adult/ 
youth  choirs;  supervise  children's  choirs/hand¬ 
bells/music  program.  Salary  commensurate  expe¬ 
rience.  Send  application,  vita,  transcripts,  3 

NURSERY  COORDINATOR  9-12  SUNDAY 
mornings.  Supervise,  maintain  nursery.  Must 
love  children.  Oakhurst  UMC,  2001  Grace, 
Fort  Worth,  TX  76111.  (817)  838-5421  or 
(817)831-1673. 

Music,  First  United  Methodist  Church,  500  East 
Colorado  Boulevard,  Pasadena,  CA  91 101. 

DIRECTORS  OF  MINISTRIES  (three  posi¬ 
tions)  for  children^youth,  adults.  1800-member 

DIRECTOR  OF  SUMMER  CHILD  CARE  Pro¬ 

gram  and  After-School  Ministry.  Responsibilities 
include  planning,  implementation  of  program  and 
supervision  of  staff.  Bachelor's  degree/experience 
required.  Send  resumes  with  references  to:  Pulaski 
Heights  UMC,  P.O.  Box  250768,  Little  Rock,  AR 
72225  (Attn:  Stacy). 

coordinating  all  programs  and  activities  for  age 
levels.  Training  and  experience  in  education, 
recreation  helpful.  Salary  commensurate  with 
experience.  Send  resume  to:  Staff  Parish  Rela¬ 
tions  Committee,  Kirkwood  UMC,  201  West 
Adams,  Kirkwood,  MO  63122. 

POSITION  AVAILABLE-  CHURCH  Business 

Administrator  for  2800-member  congregation. 
Send  resume  to:  Rev.  J.  Donald  Moorehead,  2331 
So.  Germantown  Rd.,  Germantown,  TN  38138. 

time  staff  administrative  position  in  growing  1 100- 
member  congregation,  with  all  new  facilities.  Must 
have  knowledge  of  office  equipment/procedures,  fi- 

MINISTER  OF  MUSIC,  2800-MEMBER  down¬ 
town  church.  Responsible  for  comprehensive  mu¬ 
sic  ministry,  including  orchestra  and  children’s, 
youth,  and  adult  vocal  and  handbell  choirs.  Master 
of  music  required.  Compensation  commensurate 
with  skills  and  experience.  Send  resume  to:  Marie 
Baldree,  First-Centenary  UMC,  P.O.  Box  208, 
Chattanooga,  TN  37401. 

ment,  facilities  management.  Strong  interpersonal 
skills  required.  Salary  commensurate  with  educa¬ 
tion/experience.  Resume:  Staff  Parish  Committee, 
Middletown  UMC,  P.O.  Box  43033,  Louisville, 
KY  40254-0033.  j 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES  for  large, 

active  program.  2300-member  downtown  church. 
Experience  in  choral  music,  handbells,  instru- 
mental  ists.  Send  resume  and  supporting  materi¬ 
als  to:  Music  Ministries  Search  Committee,  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  305  N.  Baird,  Mid¬ 
land,  TX  79701. 

DIRECTOR  OF  EDUCATION  AND  YOUTH. 

Fort  Valley  United  Methodist,  a  strong,  active  800- 
member  church  seeks  a  full-time  Director  of  Edu¬ 
cation  with  emphasis  on  youth  ministry.  Christian 

education  degree  or  comparable  experience  pre¬ 
ferred.  Please  submit  resume  to:  Search  Commit¬ 
tee.  P.O.  Box  1258,  Fort  Valley.  GA  31030, 
telephone  (912)  825-2762. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDREN/YOUTH  Minis¬ 

tries,  full-time.  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Stillwater,  OK.  Send  resume  to:  Rev.  Jim  Gragg, 
400  W.  7th,  Stillwater,  OK  74074.  Fax:  (405) 
372-5856. 

DYNAMIC  900-MEMBER  COUNTY-SEAT 

church  in  northwest  Georgia  is  seeking  a  full-time 
person  to  assume  primary  responsibilities  for  min¬ 
istry  to  youth.  Additional  responsibilities  could  in¬ 
clude  singles  ministry,  missions,  and  family  life. 
We  are  a  growing  church  that  desires  to  build  a 
strong  team  that  will  provide  leadership  and  conti¬ 
nuity  into  the  new  century.  Salary  and  benefit 
package  commensurate  with  experience.  Send  your 
resume  to:  Calhoun  First  UMC,  P.O.  Box  517,  Cal- 

"DO  YOU  WANT  TO  ADOPT  A  BABY?"  Meth¬ 
odist  Mission  Home/San  Antonio  now  accepting 
applications.  Texas  and  New  Mexico  residents  call 
(210)696-7021  for  information. 

SMOKIE  MOUNTAINS  NEAR  LAKE  Junaluska. 

Affordable  efficiencies.  Incomparable  view.  $190 
per  week.  Mountain  View  Guest  House,  P.O.  Box 
1096.  Waynesville.  NC  28786.  (704)  627-9507.  j 

houn,  GA  30703.  Attn:  Tom  Kerr  or  call  (706)  629- 
8949  for  further  information. 

ATTENTION:  PASTORS  AND  CHRISTIAN 

workers!  New  York  publishing  company  will  make 

DIRECTOR/MANAGER  LOUISVILLE  Confer¬ 

ence  Camp/Retreat  Center,  year-round  program: 
emphasis  on  youth  camping.  College  degree.  Expe¬ 
rience  preferred.  Salary  negotiable.  Deadline. 
March  1.  Contact:  Rhoda  Peters,  1115  South 
Fourth  Street,  Louisville,  KY.  Call  (502)  584-3838. 

your  own  soft  cover  book  from  tapes  of  your  ser¬ 
mons  or  hard  copy  and  will  print  1000  copies  for 
only  $595.00  for  qualified  pastors.  Call  Dr.  Batson 
today  for  details:  (212)61 3-32 1 6.  24  hours. 

VACATIONING  ALASKA?  TWO  UNITED 

Methodists  will  put  their  43  years  of  Alaskan  living 

OPENING  FOR  PART-TIME  DIRECTOR  of  Sr 

High  Ministry.  $12,000  annually.  Organization  and 
relational  skills  and  references  required.  Send  re¬ 
sume  to:  Youth,  FUMC,  530  Elm,  Hurst,  TX 
76053  or  fax  (817)  282-5867. 

to  work  for  you  answering  your  vacation  planning 
questions.  For  free  information  write  or  call:  Chuck 
and  Larry’s  Personalized  Alaskan  Vacation  Infor¬ 
mation  Service,  (907)  457-2025  or  1275  Summit 
Dr..  Fairbanks,  AK  997 1 2. 

CHICAGO  TEMPLE/FIRST  UMC  is  seeking  Di¬ 

rector  of  Music  Ministries  and  the  Arts.  Send  re¬ 
sume  by  March  1 5th:  Dr.  Eugene  Winkler,  77  W. 
Washington,  Chicago,  IL  60602. 

CLERGY  TAX  PREPARATION.  Former  GCFA 
General  Counsel  seeking  to  expand  existing  tax 
preparation  practice.  Fifteen  years  experience  with 
clergy  tax  problems.  Reasonable  rates.  Clergy  and 

WANTED:  FULL-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR. 

Salary/benefits  commensurate  with  education  and 
experience.  Send  resume  and  request  for  job  de¬ 
scription  to:  First  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O. 
Box  1126,  Atlanta,  TX  75551,  or  call  (903)  796- 
8247.  Attention:  Rev.  Tommy  Lyles. 

R.  Hoskins,  P.O.  Box  7154,  Deerfield,  IL  60015  or 
telephone  (708)  948-7047. 

ISRAEL.  SEE  THE  HOLY  LAND.  Organize  10 

people  and  travel  free.  10  days/9  nights.  Only 

S 1 795.00  per  person.  (800)  334-4754. 

PART-TIME  CHURCH  ORGANIST.  First 

United  Methodist  Church.  Crowley.  TX  (817) 
297-4530. 

LIKE  TO  TRAVEL?  FOR  FREE!  Be  a  group  lead¬ 

er.  Call  (713)  397-2009  to  obtain  details.  Want  dis¬ 
counted  vacation  travel?  Call  for  details. 

SEE  THE  GREAT  PASSION  PLAY  in  Eureka 
Springs,  Ark.!  $31  pkg  for  groups  now  includes  the 
best  ($13.00)  tickets,  plus  lodging  and  meals! 
Where  one  call  does  it  all:  Keller  s  Country  Dorm 
Resort.  (501)253-8418. 

CHURCH  TRANSPORTATION  SPECIALIST. 
Buses,  vans!  Also  church  van  rentals.  Distributor  for 
Goshen  buses.  1 5  passenger  vans  with  center  aisle, 
raised  roof,  electric  step.  Call  Trinity  Transporta¬ 
tion  (800)  330-3621  ttiiHimjftiitiiMtMmimiiimmmii! 

Haitian  Methodist  Church 
needs  doctors,  teachers 

By  |OHN  COLEMAN 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

PORT-AU-PRINCE,  Haiti— The  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  of  Haiti  needs  short-term 
volunteers-in-mission  as  dentists,  eye  doc¬ 
tors  and  trainers  in  vocational  skills  and 
church  leadership,  along  with  work  teams 
to  help  build  or  renovate  church  buildings, 
parsonages  and  schools. 

The  Haitian  church  also  urgently  needs 
financial  donations  to  feed  school  children 
and  pay  teachers,  grow  and  process  food, 
upgrade  communications  and  transporta¬ 
tion  and  improve  health  care. 

Representatives  from  the  Methodist 
Church  in  Haiti  and  the  United  Methodist 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  are 
forming  a  partnership  which  considers  the 
needs,  resources,  culture  and  mission  out¬ 
look  of  Methodism  in  Haiti. 

Before  and  after  a  recent  meeting  in  Port- 
au-Prince  they  visited  churches,  communi¬ 
ties  and  mission  sites  in  Port-au-Prince,  Cap 
Haitien,  Jeremie  and  Petit  Goave. 

Through  the  United  Methodist  Commit¬ 
tee  on  Relief,  the  board  has  approved  for  re¬ 
lease  more  than  $500,000  in  aid  for  church 
projects  ranging  from  hot  lunches  for  school 
children  to  evangelism  instruction. 

UMCOR  also  has  signed  on  as  an  offi¬ 
cial  nongovernmental  organization,  mak¬ 
ing  it  eligible  to  receive  and  distribute 
development  grants  from  U.S.  and  inter¬ 
national  aid  agencies.  It  will  seek  grants  on 
behalf  of  the  Haitian  church  for  projects  in 
areas  such  as  reforestation,  soil  and  water 
improvements,  livestock  development, 
grain  processing  and  storage  and  health 
care.  UMCOR’s  office  opened  in  Port-au- 
Prince  Feb.  1. 

They  also  asked  for  short-term  mission 
volunteers  to  train  clergy  and  lay  leader¬ 
ship  and  to  teach  health,  home  economics, 
automobile,  truck  and  tractor  mainte¬ 
nance,  electrical  work,  computer  operation 
and  other  skills. 

At  its  Feb.  13-17  annual  conference,  the 
Haitian  Methodist  Church  also  was  ex¬ 
pected  to  compile  a  detailed  list  of  loca¬ 
tions  where  volunteer  work  teams  will  be 
needed  to  work  with  local  residents  in 
building  and  renovating  churches,  clinics, 
parsonages,  and  schools. 


Mr.  Atha  jokingly 
told  [the  youth]  that  he 
could  raise  $30,000  to 
pay  off  the  building 
debt. 


Ohio,  tells  the  story. 

In  the  early  70s,  Dr.  Atha  told 
the  Reporter ,  Grace  Children’s 
Hospital  owed  $30,000  on  its 
building  in  Port-au-Prince. 

One  day,  a  young  man  named 
Phil  Breen  walked  into  Mr. 
Atha’s  Cincinnati  office  and 
asked  what  he  and  other  youths 
could  do  to  help  the  hospital  in 
Haiti  which  he  had  heard  Mr. 
Atha  speak  of  so  eloquently. 

Mr.  Atha  said  he  suggested 
some  simple  tasks  he  thought 
youths  could  achieve. 

Mr.  Breen  returned  the  next 
day  and  said,  no,  he  wanted  to  do 
something  of  significance  for  the 
hospital. 

Mr.  Atha  said  he  jokingly  told 
him  that  he  could  raise  $30,000 
to  pay  off  the  building  debt. 

This  Mr.  Breen  and  other 
United  Methodist  youths — in¬ 
cluding  Mary  Jo  Perley — pro¬ 
ceeded  to  do.  By  selling 
certificates  for  $25  apiece,  they 
raised  more  than  $30,000. 

Her  first  visit 

How  Mr.  Breen  captured  the 
imagination  of  the  youths  in  a 
way  that  led  them  to  raise  that 
kind  of  money  is  not  known.  The 
Reporter  was  unable  to  locate 
Mr.  Breen  and  leant  his  version 
of  the  story. 

But  whatever  he  did,  it  made 
an  impression.  Twenty  years  lat¬ 
er,  Mary  Jo  Perley  paid  her  first 
visit  to  the  hospital  building  she 
helped  raise  money  for,  talked 
with  the  nurses  and  laughed  with 
its  young  patients. 
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GRANDE  RIVIERE  DU  NORD,  HAITI— Mary  Jo  Perley,  an 
American  nurse  and  United  Methodist  laywoman,  stands  with 
a  group  of  Haitian  children  who  greeted  the  international 
medical  team  (see  story  above)  at  a  meeting  of  Haitian  com¬ 
munity  health  leaders. 


And  she  forded  a  river  and 
climbed  mountain  paths  to  see 
its  extended  work  in  community 
health  in  the  countryside. 

The  Haitian  people  impressed 
her. 


"The  conditions  are  harsh  in 
Haiti,”  she  said,  “but  the  people 
have  tremendous  morale  and 
courage.” 

—DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 


Scholars  question  episcopal  elections 


DURHAM,  N.C.— Scholars  at 
United  Methodist-related  Duke 
University  Divinity  School  have 
raised  some  tough  questions  about 
the  United  Methodist  Church’s 
system  of  electing  bishops. 

The  questions  were  raised  in  “Is 
There  a  Better  Way  to  Elect  Bish¬ 
ops?,”  the  first  of  12  to  1 5  position 
papers  slated  to  emerge  with  other 
publications  from  a  $600,000 
three-year  study  of  United  Meth¬ 


odism  and  American  culture.  The 
the  Lilly  Endowment-funded 
study  is  in  its  second  year. 

In  the  first  paper  published  re¬ 
cently  by  the  divinity  school, 
Dennis  M.  Campbell  and  his  as¬ 
sociates  argue  that  there  are 
problems  inherent  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church’s  tradition  of 
“endorsing”  candidates  for  the 
lifetime  office  of  bishop. 


not  be  thought  of  as  a  prize,  as  a 
reward  for  outstanding  service,  or 
as  the  ultimate  career  advance¬ 
ment,  but  as  an  opportunity  to  ful¬ 
fill  the  obligation  to  serve  the 
church,”  Dr.  Campbell  wrote. 

The  first  paper  will  be  distrib¬ 
uted  to  3,000  interested  recipi¬ 
ents.  In  it,  scholars  look  at  how 
leadership  emerges  in  the  church 
and  what  the  church  looks  for  in 
its  episcopal  leaders. 


Faith  dimensions _ 

The  United  Methodist  'ml  Ty 
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Navigator:  God  flew  at  our  wingtips 


SAIPAN — 50  years  ago  this  week  this  photo  was  taken  of  an  Ameri¬ 
can  B-29  bomber  crew  before  its  Feb.  19,  1945,  mission  to  Tokyo. 
The  author  of  the  accompanying  article  is  fourth  from  the  left. 


By  RANDALL  C.  MAYDEW 

The  dark  night  suddenly  explod¬ 
ed  with  blinding  light  as  dozens  of 
Tokyo  searchlights  simultaneously 
locked  on  our  B-29  during  the 
bombing  run. 

1  was  the  navigator  of  the  lead 
plane  (the  first  over  the  target)  of 
109  aircraft  from  the  20th  Air  Force 
dropping  incendiary  bombs  on  the 
urban  area  of  Tokyo. 

The  B-29s  flew  the  1,500  miles 
from  Saipan  to  Japan  on  that  mis¬ 
sion  in  early  1945  and  dropped 
their  bombs  from  9,000  feet. 

The  flak  crackled 

After  we  dropped  our  bomb  load, 
our  pilot  immediately  took  extreme 
evasive  action  to  shake  the  tena¬ 
cious  searchlights  and  avoid  the 
antiaircraft  fire.  Flak  crackled 
about  our  plane  like  popping  com. 

The  pilot  flew  our  huge  bomber 
as  if  it  were  a  P-5 1  fighter  in  a  dog¬ 
fight  against  a  Japanese  Zero — div¬ 
ing  and  climbing,  rolling  and 
abruptly  turning.  High  gravity 
forces  made  our  bodies  strain 
against  the  safety  belts. 

The  night  sky  seemed  as  bright  as 
day,  and  we  felt  that  our  plane  had 
been  singled  out  for  destruction  by 
the  Japanese.  The  crew  was  silent; 
not  a  sound  came  over  the  intercom. 

Each  of  the  1 1  crew  members 
quietly  and  fearfully  appraised  the 
danger.  Fear  permeated  every  pore 
in  my  body.  Would  we  be  shot 
down?  Would  the  plane  break  up 
due  to  the  violent  maneuvers? 

I  thought,  “I’m  too  young  to 
die.”  I  fervently  prayed  to  God  to 
deliver  us  from  this  hellish  night¬ 
mare. 

The  five  minutes  that  we  were 
pinned  down  by  the  searchlights 
seemed  like  an  eternity.  Besides 
the  flak,  we  had  three  encounters 
with  enemy  fighters.  However,  the 
violent  maneuvers  worked.  We  fi- 


"God  surely  flew  at 
our  wingtips  that  night, 
guiding  our  plane  to 
safety." 

— Randall  C.  Maydew 


nally  escaped,  with  no  damage  to 
our  plane,  back  into  the  safe  shel¬ 
ter  of  the  midnight  black  sky. 

God  at  our  wingtips 

God  surely  flew  at  our  wingtips 
that  night,  guiding  our  plane  to 
safety. 

Each  completed  mission  strength¬ 
ened  my  faith  in  God  and  gave  me 
the  courage  to  fly  the  next  mission. 
God’s  love  became  my  protective 
shield. 

At  age  20,  the  responsibility  of 
navigating  a  B-29  on  15-hour  flights 
over  the  Pacific  Ocean,  through  un¬ 
friendly  skies  of  Japanese  fighter  at¬ 
tacks  and  antiaircraft  fire,  was 
overwhelming. 

I  had  to  supress  my  fears  to  con¬ 
tinue  flying  when  so  many  of  my 
close  friends  were  being  killed.  The 
nagging  dread  of  the  next  mission, 
wondering  if  our  crew  would  be  the 
next  one  shot  down,  was  always  in 
the  back  of  my  mind. 

After  each  mission  our  crew 
blanked  out  any  talk  about  our  air 
crew  buddies  whose  planes  had 
gone  down  in  flames  or  who  had 
ditched  in  the  ocean. 

Faith  in  God  matured 

My  faith  in  God  matured  rapidly 
overseas.  Many  of  my  flying  friends 
were  not  as  fortunate  as  I  because 
they  had  not  been  given  the  strong 
faith  in  God  that  I  received  during 
my  childhood  and  youth.  They  wor¬ 
ried  even  more  than  I  did  about  be¬ 
ing  killed  or  wounded  on  missions. 

After  a  time  I  simply  believed 
that  God’s  will  would  be  done  and 


that  my  safety  was  in  God’s 
hands — Acts  21:14,  “And  when  he 
would  not  be  persuaded,  we  ceased, 
saying,  the  will  of  the  Lord  be 
done.” 

I  was  discharged  from  the  Army 
as  a  1st  Lieutenant  in  September 
1945.  I  joined  the  Air  Corps  as  a 
brash,  cocky  young  man.  1  left  the 
service  as  a  conservative  “old”  man 
of  twenty-one,  grateful  to  have  sur¬ 
vived. 

Bible  study,  prayer  groups  and 
the  church  ministry  have  deepened 
my  faith  and  provided  the  guide- 
posts  of  my  life  since  1 945. 

I  gave  personal  witness  of  my 


faith  to  a  congregation  of  about  400 
at  our  United  Methodist  church  in 
the  summer  of  1993.  Part  of  the 
witness  was  how  God  flew  with  me 
in  World  War  II. 

This  personal  witness  finally 
closed  the  circle  for  me  of  the  awful 
and  awesome  task  of  fighting  in  war 
and  the  strength  of  God's  love. 

Mr.  Maydew  is  a  retired  aeronau¬ 
tical  engineer  and  a  member  of 
Central  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Albuquerque,  N.M.  He  flew  30  mis¬ 
sions  as  an  Army  Air  Corps  B-29 
navigator  from  Saipan  to  japan  in 
1 944-45  during  World  War  II. 


Christ  sculpture  realized  in  Corpus  Christi 


PHOTO  COURTESY  OF  KENT  ULLBERG 


CORPUS  CHRISTI,  Texas — Kent  Ullberg  poses  with  his  rendition 
of  Christ  titled  It  is  I.  The  24-foot  sculpture  will  be  placed  in  Oc¬ 
tober  at  the  base  of  First  United  Methodist  Church's  sanctuary  on 
Shoreline  Drive  in  Corpus  Christi. 


Special  to  the  Reporter 

CORPUS  CHRISTI,  Texas— As 
a  way  to  commemorate  the  Latin 
meaning  of  Corpus  Christi  [“Body 
of  Christ”],  members  of  a  congrega¬ 
tion  in  this  Texas  city  are  leading  a 
drive  to  erect  a  statue  of  Christ 
overlooking  Corpus  Christi  Bay. 

The  bronze,  a  work  of  renowned 
sculptor  Kent  Ullberg,  depicts 
Christ  as  he  calmed  his  disciples’ 
fears  by  rebuking  the  wind  and  still¬ 
ing  the  waves  on  the  Sea  of  Galilee. 

The  Rev.  Mark  Allen  Doty,  se¬ 
nior  pastor  of  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Corpus  Christi, 
says  he  hopes  that  the  24-foot 
piece,  titled  It  is  I,  will  be  a  symbol 
of  healing  and  wholeness  for  the 
community’s  residents  and  visi¬ 
tors  as  they  deal  with  the  stress 
and  strain  of  daily  life. 

Standing  with  uplifted  arms,  his 
hair  and  clothing  blown  by  the  wind, 
Mr.  Ullberg’s  rendition  of  Christ  will 
be  placed  at  the  base  of  the  church’s 
sanctuary  on  Shoreline  Drive. 

The  project  began  in  summer 
1991  when  Dorthy  McCoy,  a 
member  of  First  Church,  was  trav¬ 
eling  in  China.  When  asked  by  a 
Chinese  woman  if  there  was  a  stat¬ 
ue  of  Christ  in  the  city  bearing  his 
name,  the  retired  schoolteacher 
lamented  that  there  wasn’t  such  a 
prominent  piece. 

Called  home  from  China  due  to 
the  death  of  her  son,  Bob,  in  an 
automobile  accident,  Ms.  McCoy 
outlined  her  vision  to  Dr.  Doty 
and  made  the  first  contribution. 

Not  the  first 

Several  attempts  have  been 
made  during  the  last  65  years  to 


locate  a  bronze  Christ  on  Corpus 
Christi’s  bayfront. 

Gutzon  Borglum,  creator  of 
South  Dakota’s  Mount  Rushmore 
Memorial,  submitted  plans  in  1928 
for  a  32-foot  statue  of  Christ  to  be 
placed  at  the  harbor  entrance. 

The  city  council  approved  these 
bayfront  improvements  plans,  in¬ 
cluding  Borglum’s  statue  and  the 
Corpus  Christi  Marina.  But,  ac¬ 
cording  to  newspaper  accounts, 


political  bickering  in  the  applica¬ 
tions  for  federal  assistance  delayed 
the  project  for  more  than  a  de¬ 
cade.  Borglum  was  then  absorbed 
with  the  Mount  Rushmore  proj¬ 
ect.  He  died  in  1941 — a  year  be¬ 
fore  the  marina  was  completed. 

A  group  called  Monument  Spon¬ 
sors  commissioned  New  York 
sculptor  Donald  DeLue  in  1953  to 
create  a  100-foot  bronze  titled  The 
Eternal  Christ.  Supporters  were 


It  is  I  will  be  a  symbol 
of  healing  and 
wholeness  for  the 
community's  residents 
and  visitors. 


unable  to  raise  the  $300,000  nec¬ 
essary  for  the  project. 

Sherman  Coleman,  a  Corpus 
Christi  surgeon  and  sculptor,  sub¬ 
mitted  a  plan  in  1979  to  place  an 
18-foot  bronze  of  Christ  on  city- 
owned  Sunfish  Island.  The  city 
council  first  approved  leasing  the 
island  to  Dr.  Coleman  but  finally 
rejected  the  proposal  after  a 
stormy  debate.  Many  felt  it  was 
unconstitutional  for  the  city  to 
lease  its  land  for  a  statue  depicting 
a  sacred  subject. 

Conditions  are  right 

With  creation  of  It  is  I.  Dr.  Doty 
says,  conditions  are  right  for  a 
Christ  statue  in  Corpus  Christi  to 
become  reality.  Funding  is  being 
secured  by  the  casting  of  100  lim¬ 
ited-edition  maquettes.  The  mod¬ 
els,  each  measuring  23  inches,  are 
given  in  appreciation  for  dona¬ 
tions  to  the  project  of  $3,800  or 
more.  Prints  are  given  for  dona¬ 
tions  of  $50  or  more. 

First  United  Methodist  Church 
hopes  to  erect  the  It  is  I  sculpture 
in  October.  Kent  Ullberg,  influ¬ 
enced  by  a  statue  of  Jesus  in  the 
Swedish  fishing  village  where  he 
grew  up,  is  meeting  a  personal  and 
spiritual  challenge  of  sculpting  a 
majestic,  compassionate  Christ. 


Enola  Gay  exhibit  still  prompts  protests 


Religion  News  Service 

WASHINGTON— The  Smithso¬ 
nian  Institution,  under  fire  from  re¬ 
ligious  and  veterans  groups,  has 
sharply  scaled  back  a  planned  ex¬ 
hibit  commemorating  the  50th  an¬ 
niversary  of  the  atomic  bombing  of 
Hiroshima  and  featuring  the  fuse¬ 
lage  of  the  Enola  Gay,  the  plane 
that  dropped  the  bomb. 

Originally,  the  museum  intended 
to  have  a  10,000-square-foot  exhibit 
that  would  have  included  the  for¬ 
ward  section  of  the  Enola  Gay  as  well 
as  photographs,  artifacts  and  a  600- 
page  script  exploring  the  decision  to 


drop  the  bomb  and  its  aftermath. 

The  Smithsonian’s  board  of  re¬ 
gents,  bowing  to  complaints  from 
veterans  groups  and  members  of 
Congress,  recently  voted  to  elimi¬ 
nate  everything  but  the  display  of 
the  B-29  bomber's  fuselage. 

“In  this  important  anniversary 
year,  veterans  and  their  families  were 
expecting,  and  rightly  so,  that  the  na¬ 
tion  would  honor  and  commemorate 
their  valor  and  sacrifice,”  said  Smith¬ 
sonian  Secretary  I.  Michael  Heyman, 
announcing  the  decision. 

Despite  the  Smithsonian’s  action, 
veterans  groups  said  they  would 
withhold  judgment  until  the  exhibit 


opens  in  May. 

Religious  and  peace  groups  said  the 
reduced  exhibit  was  preferable  to  the 
museum’s  proceeding  with  its  script, 
which  went  through  several  drafts. 

“Along  with  leading  historians,  we 
have  consistently  opposed  recent 
scripts  as  historically  inaccurate,  un¬ 
balanced  and  a  glorification  of  the 
atomic  bombing,"  said  Jo  Becker,  ex¬ 
ecutive  director  of  the  80-year-old 
Fellowship  of  Reconciliation. 

The  national  pacifist  group  in¬ 
cludes  a  number  of  denominational 
affiliates  such  as  the  Lutheran  Peace 
Fellowship,  Episcopal  Peace  Fellow¬ 
ship  and  Buddhist  Peace  Fellowship. 


“It  would  be  unconscionable  to 
proceed  with  the  latest  revision, 
which  fails  to  acknowledge  the  50- 
year  controversy  over  the  decision  to 
drop  the  bomb  and  omits  key  histori¬ 
cal  documents  that  raise  questions 
about  the  bombing,”  she  said. 

Ms.  Becker  said  the  pacifist  group 
“will  continue  to  oppose  any  at¬ 
tempts  to  glorify  the  bombing  and 
will  be  present  when  the  exhibit 
opens  to  ensure  that  critical  ques¬ 
tions  continue  to  be  raised.” 

Protests  erupted  when  it  was  dis¬ 
closed  last  fall  that  changes  were 
made  in  the  original  script  after 
complaints  from  veterans  groups. 


PBS  showcases  philosophy 
of  best-selling  author 


Public  Broadcasting  Service 

WASHINGTON— At  a  time 
when  many  Americans  are  search¬ 
ing  for  meaning  in  their  high-pres- 
sured,  fast-paced  lives,  author 
Thomas  Moore  offers  an  extremely 
different  approach  to  the  complex¬ 
ities  of  everyday  life. 

In  A  Conversation  with  Thomas 
Moore,  airing  on 
PBS  as  prt  of 
public  televi¬ 
sion’s  March  1 995 
pledge  drive,  Mr. 

Moore  empha¬ 
sizes  self-accep¬ 
tance  rather  than 
self-improve¬ 
ment — care  rather 
than  cure. 

In  his  one-hour  conversation  with 
writer  Valerie  Andrews,  Mr.  Moore 
stresses  that  “care  of  the  soul”  is 
not  primarily  a  method  of  problem¬ 
solving  but  rather  gives  ordinary 
life  depth  and  value. 

Drawing  insights  from  classical 
mythology,  Renaissance  philoso¬ 
phers  and  his  experience  as  a  thera¬ 
pist,  Mr.  Moore  characterizes  “care 
of  the  soul”  as  more  challenging 
than  psychotherapy  because  it  in¬ 
volves  cultivating  a  richly  expres¬ 
sive  and  meaningful  life  at  home 
and  in  society. 

“The  idea  (that)  we  can  be  per¬ 
fect,  that  we  can  be  fixed,  repaired 
or  improved  is  implied  in  most  psy¬ 
chology — certainly  in  pop  psycholo¬ 
gy.  That  is  the  problem,  because  I 
don’t  think  that  we  can  pursue  per¬ 
fection  and  take  care  of  the  soul  at 
the  same  time,”  says  Mr.  Moore. 

“I  think  we  would  be  better  off 
honoring  the  imperfect  family,  living 
the  imperfect  marriage  and  enjoying 
loving  and  imperfect  friends.” 

Mr.  Moore  discusses  how  he 


"/  think  we  would  be 
better  off  honoring  the 
imperfect  family,  living 
the  imperfect  marriage 
and  enjoying  loving  and 
imperfect  friends." 

— Thomas  Moore 


finds  sacredness  in  ordinary  things 
and  everyday  life.  He  also  empha¬ 
sizes  the  importance  of  some  kind 
of  spiritual  life — “something  that 
takes  you  much  beyond  yourself’ — 
whether  through  imagery,  poetry, 
art  or  architecture. 

Mr.  Moore  has  published  numer¬ 
ous  books  and  articles  in  the  areas 
of  archetypal  and  Jungian  psycholo¬ 
gy,  mythology  and  the  arts,  includ¬ 
ing  his  best-sellers  Care  of  the  Soul 
and  Soul  Mates.  His  most  recent 
book  is  Meditations:  On  the  Monk 
Who  Dwells  in  Daily  Life. 

As  a  young  man,  Mr.  Moore  lived 
in  a  Catholic  religious  order  for  12 
years.  Subsequently  he  worked  as  a 
musician,  college  professor  and  psy¬ 
chotherapist. 

He  has  a  Ph.D.  in  religious  stud¬ 
ies  from  Syracuse  University,  an 
M.A.  in  theology  from  the  Universi¬ 
ty  of  Windsor,  Ontario,  and  a  B.A. 
in  music  from  DePaul  University. 

Valerie  Andrews  has  a  wide  range 
of  experience  as  a  writer  and  editor. 
Her  most  recent  book  is  A  Passion 
for  this  Earth:  Exploring  a  New 
Partnership  of  Man,  Woman  and 
Nature. 

A  Conversation  with  Thomas 
Moore  is  closed  captioned  for  the 
deaf  and  hard  of  hearing  and  is  dis¬ 
tributed  in  stereo.  Videotapes  are 
available  for  home  and  institutional 
use  from  PBS  Video,  (800)  344- 
3337. 


Heston  brings  storytelling 
skills  to  Bible  series 


By  RICHARD  T.  RYAN 

Religion  News  Service 

HOLLYWOOD— Ask  him  what 
he  does  and  Charlton  Heston  re¬ 
plies  simply,  “I’m  an  actor.  I  tell 
stories.” 

Given  Mr.  Heston’s  long  associa¬ 
tion  with  the  Bible  on  the  silver 
screen — including  playing  Moses  in 
The  Ten  Commandments  (1956) 
and  his  Academy  Award-winning 
performance  in  Ben-Hur  three  years 
later — it  isn’t  surprising  that  he  is 
the  force  behind  a  new  video  series, 
Charlton  Heston  Presents  the  Bible, 
from  GoodTimes  Entertainment. 

Drawing  upon  this  background, 
which  also  includes  a  stint  playing 
John  the  Baptist  in  The  Greatest 
Story  Ever  Told,  Mr.  Heston  has 
opted  to  approach  the  Bible  as  liter¬ 
ature  rather  than  religious  text. 

“They’re  the  best  stories,”  he 
says.  “They  contain  sex  and  vio¬ 
lence  and  all  those  other  things.” 

It’s  very  much  a  one-man  show; 
Mr.  Heston  is  the  only  one  seen  on 
the  videos. 

While  acknowledging  that  he’s  “a 
religious  person,”  he  is  quick  to  add 
that  his  religious  feelings  “have 
nothing  to  do  with  what  I’m  doing 
on  this  project.” 

Mr.  Heston  stresses,  “1  have  no 
credentials  as  a  rabbi,  minister  or 
priest.  I’m  merely  acting  stories.” 

Heston  says:  “The  stories  in  the 
Old  Testament  were  created  by  sto¬ 
rytellers  sitting  around  a  campfire 
centuries  before  the  Phoenicians  in¬ 
vented  writing.  They  were  passed 
down  orally. 

“The  authors  of  the  New  Testa¬ 


ment  were  literate,  but  the  people 
being  preached  to  were  illiterate.” 

Mr.  Heston  would  like  to  be  seen 
here  as  a  modern  version  of  his  an¬ 
cient  counterparts — a  man  carrying 
on  that  oral  tradition. 

Working  from  the  King  James  Bi¬ 
ble,  the  actor  has  culled  four  vol¬ 
umes  of  stories:  “Genesis,”  “The 
Story  of  Moses,”  Jesus  of  Nazareth” 
and  “The  Passion.” 

“I  think  I  picked  the  best  stories; 
most  of  what  is  seen,  I  chose,”  Mr. 
Heston  says. 

Mr.  Heston  says  he  has  been  do¬ 
ing  “bits  of  these  stories  on  TV 
since  the  '50s  and  ’60s.” 

Mr.  Heston  says  the  original 
plans  were  more  modest  than  the  fi¬ 
nal  product. 

“We  were  on  a  tight  budget.  We 
were  going  to  shoot  it  in  a  library  a 
la  Alistair  Cooke.  However,  when 
A&E  (the  Arts  &  Entertainment 
Network)  and  Jones  Programming 
put  up  the  money,  we  decided  to  go 
to  the  Holy  Land  and  do  each  story 
where  it  had  actually  taken  place.” 

As  a  result,  the  series  was  filmed  on 
location  in  Israel  and  Egypt.  Much  of 
the  “action”  takes  place  at  a  newly  ex¬ 
cavated  Roman  theater  in  Israel  that 
existed  at  the  time  of  Jesus. 

Classic  paintings  and  other 
artwork  from  an  array  of  periods,  as 
well  as  classical  music  by  some  of 
the  world’s  greatest  composers,  are 
used  as  background  materials. 

The  result  is  a  unique  look  at  the 
world's  most  enduring  book  as  pre¬ 
sented  by  a  tremendously  compel¬ 
ling  performer.  Each  video  in  the 
series  runs  55  minutes  and  has  a 
suggested  retail  price  of  $  1 9.95. 


Hymn  reminds  believers 
to  share  love  of  Christ 


God  forgave  my  sin  in  Jesus  'name. 
I've  been  born  again  in  Jesus’ 
name, 

And  in  Jesus'  name  I  come  to  you, 

To  share  his  love  as  he  told  me  to. 

He  said,  " Freely ,  freely  you  have 
received. 

Freely,  freely  give. 

Go  in  my  name,  and  because  you 
believe. 

Others  will  know  that  I  live. " 

By  WILLIAM  ).  REYNOLDS 
Known  more  commonly  as  "Free¬ 
ly,  freely,”  the  song  was  written  by 
Carol  Owens  in  1972  as  a  part  of  a 
larger  musical  work  entitled  “Come 
Together”  that  she  and  her  husband 
Jimmy  Owens  composed. 

The  hymn  is  based  on  Matt.  10:8, 
“Heal  the  sick,  cleanse  the  leper, 
raise  the  dead,  cast  out  devils:  freely 
ye  have  received,  freely  give.” 

Here  is  a  reminder  of  the  respon¬ 
sibility  of  believers  to  share  the  joy 


History 
of  Hymns 

of  salvation  in  Christ  with  unbeliev¬ 
ers  and  to  express  love  and  concern 
for  those  in  need.  Also,  there  is  the 
urgency  of  Christ’s  exhortation  that 
we  go  and  make  disciples. 

Carol  and  Jimmy  Owens  are  well- 
known,  particularly  on  the  West 
Coast  of  the  United  States.  They 
have  contributed  a  wide  variety  of 
Christian  songs  and  recordings  for 
evangelical  churches. 

In  recent  years,  the  Owenses  have 
actively  participated  in  overseas 
missions  programs  sponsored  by 
their  church.  The  Church  of  the 
Way,  in  Los  Angeles. 

NEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN: 

“O  Wondrous  Sight!  O  Vision  Fair" 


901  S.  Vienna,  Ruston,  LA  71270;  phone,  318-255-5020;  FAX,  318-251-3639 


Louisiana  United  Methodist  Children  and  Family  Services,  Inc. 


We  have  a  vision  of  expanding  our  ministry  to  other  geographical  locations  across  the  state  through  the  development  of  regional 
service  centers.  The  direction  will  allow  us,  in  attractive  facilities,  to  take  referrals,  make  assessments  and  offer  counseling  and 
family  life  education.  Many  of  the  young  people  who  come  to  these  centers  would  subsequently  be  placed  in  our  residential  program 
in  Ruston.  Others  would  receive  residential  services  in  their  home  areas. 

In  the  months  ahead  we  will  hold  regional  meetings  across  the  state  to  share  this  vision  with  our  donors,  our  clergy,  profession¬ 
als  in  children  and  family  services  and  church  leaders  from  our  member  congregations.  Many  of  you  will  receive  invitations  to  at¬ 
tend  one  of  these  sessions.  We  hope  that  you  will  come  prepared  to  listen  to  our  plans  and  offer  us  feedback  as  we  prayerfully 
consider  this  bold  step  forward.  Please  pray  for  this  effort  that  we  may  be  good  stewards  of  our  tradition,  the  response  that  we  cur¬ 
rently  have  and  the  mission  to  which  God  is  calling  us. 

Grace  and  Peace, 


Terrel  J.  DeVille 


My  fellow  United  Methodists  of  Louisiana: 

Recently  I  met  with  several  members  of  our  staff  to  begin  planning  for  a  bench¬ 
mark  celebration  in  the  year  2002  when  this  ministry  will  reach  its  centennial  of 
service.  During  the  past  93  years  much  has  been  accomplished  because  of  the 
faithful  stewardship  of  our  church  and  its  members;  the  able  leadership  and  direc¬ 
tion  of  my  predecessors;  the  watchful  management  of  our  board  of  directors  and 
the  grace  of  almighty  God  during  that  long  journey.  Throughout  this  history,  what 
began  as  an  orphanage  for  a  large  number  of  children  in  need  of  a  substitute  home 
and  tender  loving  care,  has  progressed  to  become  a  quality  residential  program  de¬ 
signed  to  assist  troubled  children  and  heal  broken  families.  In  1993  we  served  a 
total  of  364  youth  in  all  our  programs.  Unfortunately,  in  all  too  many  instances, 
distance  made  effective  family  work  difficult  if  not  impossible. 


In  reading  and  reflecting  on  the  parable  of  talents  found  in  Matthew,  Chapter 
25,  it  is  my  conviction,  and  that  of  our  board,  that  God  is  calling  us  to  expand  our 
ministry.  Many  times  a  pastor  telephones  me  or  I  receive  a  plea  from  troubled  par¬ 
ents  about  their  needs  and  the  needs  of  their  children.  These  requests  often  come 
from  areas  200  miles  or  more  from  Ruston.  In  many  cases,  resources  and  distance 
make  impossible  the  kind  of  response  needed  to  provide  healing. 


Terrel  J.  DeVille 
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children's  home 


Terrel  DeVille 
Presiclen  t/CEO 


Paul  E.  Sabin 
Director  of  Development 


A  Bold  Step  Forward 
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Register  by  March  1 

Quest  for  Quality  sessions  to  inspire 
new  ways  of  thinking  about  our  church 

Registration  is  due  March  1  for  Quest 
for  Quality  I  events  in  April  and  May. 

Instructors  from  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship  will  conduct  sessions  in 
Shreveport  and  Baton  Rouge.  Any  in¬ 
terested  person,  clergy  or  laity,  may  reg¬ 
ister,  but  the  number  to  be  enrolled  at 
both  locations  is  limited. 

Participants  will  be  told  how  Quest 
for  Quality  in  the  Church  challenges 
systems  and  practices  in  The  United 
Methodist  Church.  Another  objective  of 
the  sessions  is  to  have  members  recog¬ 
nize  the  theological  framework  for  pur¬ 
suing  fundamental  change. 

System  thinking  and  planning  will  be 
discussed  along  with  rules  that  govern 
quality  in  a  system. 

The  sessions  will  be  a  repeat  of  the 
Quest  for  Quality  I  held  last  fall  when 
Ezra  Earl  Jones,  general  secretary  of  the 
General  Board  of  Discipleship,  was  in 
Baton  Rouge. 

Some  comments  about  Quest  for 
Quality: 

t  Dr.  Gerald  Richardson,  superinten¬ 
dent,  Acadiana  District:  ‘‘I  think  it  is 
something  that  gives  us  a  real  opportu¬ 
nity  for  new,  constructive  and  positive 
ways  of  thinking  about  the  church.” 

t  Dr.  Alonzo  Campbell,  pastor,  Hart- 
zell  Mt.  Zion,  Slidell:  ‘‘Quest  for  Quali¬ 
ty  is  an  innovative,  visionary  venture 
through  which  dreams  and  hopes  for 
God’s  church  can  propel  United  Meth¬ 
odism  into  the  new  future.” 


Broadmoor  UMC,  Shreveport, 

9  UL  to  5  pjL 

Thursday,  April  27  through  Saturday,  April  23 
or 

First  UMC,  Batoa  Rouge, 

Sand  ay,  April  30,  from  2  to  6  pan. 

Mood  ay,  May  1,  and  Tuesday,  May  2,  from  9  un.  to  5  p  j 


t  Rev.  Ken  Irby,  First  UMC,  La¬ 
fayette,  “Quest  for  Quality  has  the  po¬ 
tential  for  transforming  a  congregation 
and  our  Annual  Conference.  It  gives 
churches  a  way  to  focus  on  the  primary 
task  of  the  church.  I  sense  in  our  con¬ 
gregation  it  is  giving  people  a  way  to 
work  together  and  to  have  some  com¬ 
mon  goals  no  matter  what  area  of  the 
church  they  are  involved  in.” 

The  fee  is  $100  per  person  which  in¬ 
cludes  books  and  other  materials  and 
meals.  Some  scholarships  are  available 
and  the  deadline  to  apply  for  them  is 
March  15. 


To  obtain  a  scholarship  form  contact 
Liz  Lucas,  504-346-1646.  To  register 
for  either  session  call  Kathy  Moore  in 
Bishop  Oden’s  office,  at  the  same  num¬ 
ber. 

'Paradigms'  available 
The  Conference  now  owns  a  copy  of 
the  video,  “The  Business  of  Paradigms,” 
one  of  the  Discovering  the  Future  Series 
by  Joel  Arthur  Barker. 

Churches  may  rent  the  Quest  for 
Quality  video  through  the  Resource  Cen¬ 
ter  for  a  $15  rental  fee.  Call  Shirlene 
Spears  504-346-1646. 


Amazing  Grace  Community  has  new  church  look 


6*A 

connuMi 

Twi;  KteCHOHCrt 
p-i  ne  fYwxt 
A  OW/RCM. 

A  STftME 

■i  - 

m.,-- 


"This  is  the  church.  It's  the  people,  a  church  is  a  church  without  a 
steeple"  are  the  words  written  on  the  heart  of  this  church  replica  at 
Grace  Community  Church's  Vacation  Bible  school.  Two  happy,  lit¬ 
tle  faces  peep  through  the  windows. 


March  Conference  Calendar 

1  Ash  Wednesday 

2-3  Financial  Planning  Seminar  for  Clergy  and  Spouses  (Ages  25-  40)  1 
p.m.  on  2nd  to  3  p.m.  on  3rd,  Holiday  Inn,  MacArthur,  Alexandria 
4  License  to  Preach  School  for  Local  Pastors  (Northern  half  of  state) 
Trinity  UMC,  Ruston 

4  License  to  Preach  School  for  Local  Pastors  (Southern  half  of  state)  St. 
Mark  UMC,  Baton  Rouge 

5  Confirmation  Day  with  the  Bishop,  First  Church,  DeRidder,  2:30- 

5:30  p.m. 

7-9  Cabinet  Meeting 

1 1  Vacation  Bible  School  Workshop  (Northern  half  of  state),  Broadmoor 
UMC,  Shreveport,  lOa.m.-l  p.m. 

1 1  License  to  Preach  School  for  Local  Pastors  (Northern  half  of  state) 
Trinity  UMC,  Ruston 

1 1  License  to  Preach  School  for  Local  Pastors  (Southern  half  of  state)  St. 
Mark  UMC,  Baton  Rouge 

1 2  Endowment  Sunday 

13-14  Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference  Annual  Assembly,  Lake  Charles 

13-14  7th  Annual  Rex  Squyres  Town  and  Country  Retreat,  Uskichitto  Re¬ 
treat  Center,  Lake  Charles  District 

18  License  to  Preach  School  for  Local  Pastors  (Northern  half  of  state) 
Trinity  UMC,  Ruston 

1 8  License  to  Preach  School  for  Local  Pastors  (Southern  half  of  state)  St. 

Mark  UMC,  Baton  Rouge 

18  CCYM  Meeting 

1 9  Elder  Fair,  Peoples  Community  Center,  New  Orleans,  2-5  p.m. 

1 9  Camping  Sunday 

20  Clergy  Professional  Day,  Methodist  Hospital,  New  Orleans 

21-22  Cabinet  Meeting 

25  License  to  Preach  School  for  Local  Pastors  (Northern  half  of  state) 
Trinity  UMC,  Ruston 

25  License  to  Preach  School  for  Local  Pastors  (Southern  half  of  state)  St. 
Mark  UMC,  Baton  Rouge 

25  Higher  Education  and  Campus  Ministry  Training,  New  Orleans 

26  One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing 

26-29  COTO  (Ordained  Ministry  Committee  on  Training  and  Orders) 
Spring  Retreat,  Tall  Timbers 

3/29-4/1  Training  for  Local  Church  Consultants  in  Long-Range  Strategic  Plan¬ 
ning,  Monroe 

30-3 1  Christian  Educators  Fellowship  Retreat,  Tall  Timbers 
3/31-4/2  Volunteers  in  Mission  Training,  Sager-Brown  Center  for  Enabling 
Ministries 


The  banner  on  the  wall  does  not  con¬ 
tain  a  liturgical  message  or  color  and  yet 
between  350  and  400  people  gather 
weekly  in  front  of  it  to  worship  God. 
“Go  Gators!”  proclaims  the  big  pen¬ 
nant  in  the  auditorium  of  Captain 
Shreve  High  School  in  Shreveport 
where  Grace  Community,  one  of  Loui¬ 
siana’s  newest  UM  churches’  meets. 

“The  surroundings  aren’t  much  like  a 
sanctuary,  but  what  we  do  is  definitely 
church,”  said  Chris,  one  of  the  newest 
members.  “I  grew  up  a  Christian  but 
hadn’t  been  active  in  many  years  be¬ 
cause  church  just  didn’t  seem  relevant 
to  my  life.  When  I  came  to  Grace,  I 
found  a  style  of  worship  that  was  com¬ 
fortable.  And  I  heard,  really  heard,  for 
the  first  time  the  message  of  grace.” 

The  beginnings 

Grace  Community,  founded  by  Rev. 
Rob  Weber  in  1992,  is  one  of  the  de¬ 
nominations’  fastest  growing  new 
churches.  Soon  after  Weber’s  appoint¬ 
ment  he  began  “to  work  with  anyone 
who  was  interested  in  thinking  about  or 
being  a  part  of  a  new  UM  church.” 

When  he  found  interest  he  would  or¬ 
ganize  a  meeting  in  someone’s  home  to 
share  the  vision  and  to  answer  ques¬ 
tions.  From  these  meetings  a  core  group 
of  35-50  people  began  to  meet  in  a  re¬ 
tirement  community  for  singing, 
prayer,  Bible  study  and  planning. 

A  telephone  campaign  reached  over 
10,000  people  and  then  mailings  went 
out  to  area  residents  who  expressed  in¬ 
terest.  When  the  first  service  was  held 
on  Dec.  5,  1992,  a  total  of  302  people 
attended. 

After  two  years,  an  average  of  350 
persons  attend  worship  each  week. 

Some  innovative  ideas  have  been 
tried. 

Musical  style 

Weber  said,  “After  discovering  that 
classical  music  accounts  for  only  two 
percent  of  all  music  sold  in  the  United 
States,  we  felt  it  would  be  important  to 
use  a  musical  style  in  keeping  with  con¬ 
temporary  taste. 

“Instead  of  an  organ  and  a  piano,  we 
have  a  band  . . .  John  and  Charles  Wes¬ 
ley  found  that  the  church  music  of  their 
day  was  not  reaching  the  people.  They 
listened  to  workers  as  they  went  to  and 
from  work  and  heard  songs  coming 
from  the  beer  halls.  Christian  words 
were  written  for  the  popular  music.  The 
people  came  and  sang  and  stayed.” 

Church  members  at  Grace  are  en¬ 
couraged  to  develop  their  musical  gifts. 
Guitars,  synthesizers,  drums  and  wind 
instruments  are  heard  in  worship.  Two 
ensembles,  adult  and  youth  bands  and  a 
choir  have  been  formed  for  worship 
music. 

Instead  of  using  hymnals,  songs  are 
projected  on  a  screen. 

There  also  is  informality  of  dress  and 
less  focus  on  liturgy.  “Clothing  varies 
from  jeans  to  suits,”  Weber  said. 

There  is  a  focus  on  lay  ministry.  “If 
the  church  is  to  be  what  God  designed  it 
to  be  then  we  must  focus  on  lay  people 
as  ministers  and  help  them  find  a  place 


This  little  girl  is  learning  art  at 
the  day  school  at  People's  Com¬ 
munity  Center,  a  UM  outreach 
project  in  inner-city  New  Or¬ 
leans.  A  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries  sponsored  project  at 
Annual  Conference  will  raise 
funds  for  the  center  whose  di¬ 
rector  is  Rev.  Marva  Mitchell. 

LSU  to  hear 

feminist 

theologian 

Rosemary  Radford  Ruether,  Catholic 
feminist  theologian,  will  have  as  her 
subject,  Disputed  Questions:  On  Being  a 
Christian  when  she  speaks  at  LSU  in 
The  Uniting  Campus  Ministry,  333  E. 
Chimes  St.,  Baton  Rouge,  Sunday, 
March  5,  Rev.  Randy  Nichols,  campus 
minister,  announces.  She  also  will  lec¬ 
ture  Monday,  March  6,  at  7  p.m.  in  the 
Atchafalaya  Room  of  the  LSU  Union. 

Her  talks  have  the  same  title  as  one  of 
her  books  published  by  Abingdon.  Both 
lectures  are  open  to  the  public. 

UM  Seminary 

Ruether  is  Georgia  Harkness  Profes¬ 
sor  of  Theology  at  Garrett-Evangelical 
Theological  Seminary,  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist  institution  in  Evanston,  Ill.,  and  is 
on  the  graduate  faculty  of  Northwestern 
University  in  that  city. 

She  teaches  courses  on  the  interrela¬ 
tion  of  Christian  theology  and  history 
to  social  justice  issues,  including  sex¬ 
ism,  racism,  poverty,  militarism,  ecolo¬ 
gy  and  interfaith  relations. 

Ruether  has  been  described  as  “one 
of  America’s  most  controversial  and  re¬ 
spected  theologians  who  never  backs 
away  from  tough  questions.” 

Wrote  25  books 

Author  of  25  books  including.  Sexism 
and  God-talk:  Toward  a  Feminist  Theol¬ 
ogy  and  Gaia  and  God:  An  Ecofeminist 
Theology  of  Earth  Healing,  she  also  is 
contributor  to  90  book  symposia. 

Her  articles  appear  regularly  in  So¬ 
journers  and  The  National  Catholic  Re¬ 
porter. 

Ruether  has  taught  at  Yale  and  Har¬ 
vard  divinity  schools  and  Claremont 
Graduate  School. 

She  is  board  member  for  Palestine  Hu¬ 
man  Rights  Information  Center  (Jerusa¬ 
lem),  Catholics  for  a  Free  Choice  and  the 
Chicago  Center  for  Peace  Studies. 

Wife  and  mother 

Married  to  a  political  scientist/cultur¬ 
al  historian,  she  is  mother  of  three 
grown  children. 

She  attracts  a  great  deal  of  attention 
when  she  speaks  and  her  ministry  of 
thought-provoking  ideas  is  global. 

Joining  with  Uniting  Campus  Ministry 
in  sponsoring  her  lectures  are  the  LSU 
Religious  Studies  Program  and  the  LSU 
Women's  and  Gender  Studies  Program. 


in  ministry  where  they  can  be  effective 
and  fulfilled,”  he  believes. 

Placement  program 

Members  are  helped  to  find  out  what 
their  gifts  are  through  a  placement  pro¬ 
gram  called  Network.  A  trained  consul¬ 
tant  helps  them  match  talents  with 
ministry.  Stephen  Ministry  is  a  group  of 
trained,  lay  caregivers  that  has  been  orga¬ 
nized. 

Originally  planned  as  a  church  to  serve 
southeast  Shreveport,  Grace  Community 
“because  it  is  offering  something  differ¬ 
ent  in  music  and  worship  style”  is  draw¬ 
ing  participants  from  22  zip  codes. 

“This  provides  wonderful  diversity,” 
Weber  said.  “I  looked  out  at  the  congre¬ 
gation  one  morning  and  I  saw  a  Harley 
mechanic  sitting  next  to  a  physician,  both 
looking  at  the  same  Bible.  I  thought, 
‘This  is  the  way  it  is  supposed  to  be.’  ” 


>astoral 
appointments 
in  our  Conference 


It  will  not  be  a  surprise  to  many  of  you  when  I  say  that  appointments  of  pas¬ 
tors  to  our  local  churches  are  not  made  in  heaven,  do  not  come  from  “on  high” 
carved  in  stone  tablets,  and  are  not  miraculously  given  to  bishops  and  district  su¬ 
perintendents  while  they  sleep . 

In  fact,  there  may  be  some  of  you,  both  clergy  and  lay,  who  have  concluded 
that  appointments  come  from  the  other  direction! 

The  process  of  appointment  making  is  not  a  mystery,  is  not  perfect,  and  may 
be  more  of  an  art  than  a  science.  I  must  confess  that  the  Cabinet  and  I  have 
made  some  appointments  that  have  worked  very  well  and  other  appointments 
that  have  not.  The  same  is  true  of  every  bishop  and  every  district  superintendent. 

We  have  570  local  churches  (some  clustered  in  charges  of  two  or  more 
churches)  and  362  active  ministers  who  receive  appointments  each  year,  plus  a 
number  of  retired  ministers  and  part-time  lay  pastors  who  serve  churches.  Of 
these  ministers,  approximately  74  of  them  receive  what  are  called  ABLC  —  Ap¬ 
pointments  Beyond  the  Local  Church.  These  appointments  include  appoint¬ 
ments  within  the  Conference  structure  such  as  district  superintendents,  and 
appointments  in  our  institutions,  such  as  chaplains  and  campus  ministers,  and 
appointments  beyond  the  Annual  Conference  in  our  seminaries,  boards,  agen¬ 
cies,  and  other  institutions. 

The  appointive  process  is  inexact  at  its  best.  Yet  I  am  still  convinced  that  with 
all  its  weaknesses  and  foibles,  it  is  still  a  system  that  is  biblically  based  in  that 
each  pastor  is  sent  into  mission  rather  than  simply  called  by  the  pulpit  commit¬ 
tee  of  a  local  congregation.  The  itineracy  is  definitely  in  crisis  for  a  number  of 
reasons,  including  working  spouses,  dual  careers,  a  mixture  of  housing  allow¬ 
ances  and  parsonages,  a  rigid  seniority  system  in  some  conferences,  growing  sal¬ 
ary  differences  and  many  others.  Times  have  changed  since  the  day  when 
Francis  Asbury  and  his  courageous  circuit  riders  would  take  vows  of  poverty,  (a 
salary  of  $64  per  year)  chastity,  (Asbury  all  but  forbade  married  clergy)  and  obe¬ 
dience  (clergy  often  would  hear  their  appointment  read  at  Annual  Conference 
and  they  would  leave  immediately  for  a  destination  with  which  they  were  totally 
unfamiliar). 

In  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference,  we  have  developed  a  consultation  pro¬ 
cess  which  is  very  well-defined  and  in  which  laity,  clergy,  and  the  Cabinet  inter¬ 
act. 

1.  In  January,  every  local  chufch  Pastor-Parish  Relations  committee  and  ev¬ 
ery  pastor  takes  inventory  within  and  among  themselves  to  help  advise  the  Cabi¬ 
net  about  each  appointment.  The  PPR  committee  should  not  vote,  and  if  it  does, 
the  vote  is  not  the  basis  of  the  decision.  It  should  prayerfully  and  with  discern¬ 
ment  advise  the  bishop  and  Cabinet  about  what  it  believes  is  best  for  the  church. 
The  pastor  does  the  same.  This  and  other  information  is  taken  into  consider¬ 
ation  by  the  Cabinet  in  making  appointments. 

2.  Each  pastor  and  PPR  committee  shares  that  inventory  with  each  district  su¬ 
perintendent. 

3.  Each  district  superintendent  meets  for  a  lengthy  consultation  with  the  bish¬ 
op  relating  to  the  appointment  process  in  that  district. 

4.  The  Cabinet  goes  into  retreat  for  three  days  in  early  March  in  order  to  pray¬ 
erfully  consider  the  overall  needs  of  the  Annual  Conference,  the  local  churches, 
and  the  pastors.  This  retreat  is  held  at  a  Benedictine  monastery  in  Covington. 

5.  As  appointments  are  seriously  considered  during  a  number  of  Cabinet  meet¬ 
ings  in  March  and  April,  the  PPR  committees  and  the  pastors  are  consulted. 

6.  Appointments  are  then  tentatively  made  by  the  bishop  and  Cabinet  after 
consultation  with  pastor  and  PPR  committee  unless  there  are  compelling  rea¬ 
sons  to  reconsider. 

7.  After  the  appointment  has  been  made  firm,  the  incoming  pastor  is  invited  by 
the  district  superintendent  to  meet  with  the  PPR  committee  in  order  to  deal  with 
practical  matters  related  to  the  move.  All  appointments  are  subject  to  change  un¬ 
til  fixed  by  the  bishop  in  the  Annual  Conference  session. 

While  this  process  of  appointment  making  is  not  perfect,  it  does  take  seriously 
the  needs  of  congregations,  the  gifts  and  grace  of  the  pastors,  and  the  mission  of 
all  the  local  churches  and  other  appointments  within  the  Annual  Conference. 


Conference  Center  focus  Feb.  26 


Conference  Center  Sunday  is  sched¬ 
uled  for  Feb.  26  in  Louisiana  churches, 
Dr.  Rod  Kennedy  announces.  He  is 
chair  of  the  Follow-Up  Committee  and 
pastor  of  St.  Andrew’s  UMC,  Baton 
Rouge. 

A  United  Methodist  center  for  Loui¬ 
siana  members  to  use  for  meetings,  re- 

Warren  UMC  hosts 
Noel  Leo  Erskine 

“A  God  Who  Cares”  will  be  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  Dr.  Noel  Leo  Erskine  when  he 
examines  the  theo-  * M 

logical  legacy  of  ™ 

Martin  Luther 
Kjng  Jr.  The  com¬ 
munity  has  been 
invited  to  join  with 
Warren  UMC, 

Lake  Charles  Sun¬ 
day,  Feb.  26,  at 
10:30  a.m.  worship 
for  this  observance 
of  Black  History  Noel  Leo  Erskine 
Month.  The  Rev.  Matthew  J.  Tisby  is 
pastor  of  the  church. 

Dr.  Erskine  is  associate  professor  of 
theology  and  ethics  at  Candler  School 
of  Theology,  Emory  University,  Atlan¬ 
ta. 

He  is  author  of  the  books  Decoloniz¬ 
ing  Theology  and  King  Among  the  Theo¬ 
logians  (The  Pilgrim  Press,  Cleveland). 
In  the  latter,  Erskine  begins  with  King’s 
theology  anchored  in  the  Black  church 
tradition.  He  places  King  in  conversa¬ 
tion  with  Paul  Tillich,  Karl  Barth  and 
James  Cone  and  explains  “how  King 
was  nourished  by  and  helped  to  nourish 
these  teeming  theological  crosscur¬ 
rents.” 

Dr.  Erskine  proposes  that  “womanist 
theology  provides  an  insightful  critique 
of  King’s  thought  and  helps  supply  a 
critical  missing  element  in  King’s  vision 
—  the  explicit  acknowledgement  of  the 
rightful  place  of  women  in  the  Beloved 
Community.” 


In  Memoriam 

Sympathy  to  the  family  of  Mary  Ellen 
Ezell,  surviving  spouse  of  Louisiana 
Conference  clergy.  Rev.  Harry  F.  Ezell. 

She  died  Feb.  2.  Funeral  services 
were  held  Feb.  4  at  Trinity  UMC  in 
Ruston. 

Survivors  are  two  sons,  Larry  E.  Ezell 
and  Richard  L.  Ezell. 


treats  and  other  outings  is  being  built  in 
Woodworth. 

“Churches  are  asked  to  observe  the 
Sunday  by  letting  people  know  about 
the  progress  of  the  project,”  Dr.  Kenne¬ 
dy  said.  “The  dam  is  completed  and  the 
lake  is  filling  with  water.  Construction 
should  start  later  this  year.” 

He  added,  “The  campaign  is  in  good 
shape,  but  the  observance  will  also  be  a 
reminder  for  people  to  maintain  their 
pledges.” 


Committee  requests 
Change  proposals 

The  Conference  Committee  on 
Rules  will  meet  in  March  to  consid¬ 
er  proposed  changes  to  the  Confer¬ 
ence  Structure  and  Rules. 
Louisiana  Conference  members 
may  submit  proposals  in  keeping 
with  Conference  rules.  Proposed 
changes  must  be  received  by  the 
chair  on  or  before  Feb.  28.  The 
committee  must  consider  it  and 
make  recommendations  in  time  for 
the  proposal  to  be  published  in  the 
Pre-Conference  Report. 

Tim  Lawson,  chair,  said  propos¬ 
als  should  “address  a  clearly  speci¬ 
fied  rule  in  a  very  specific  manner, 
imitating  or  approximating  the  for¬ 
mat  employed  on  Pages  361-362  of 
the  1993  Journal  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference. 

Send  proposals  to:  Tim  Lawson, 
chair.  Conference  Committee  on 
Rules,  P.O.  Box  64572,  Baton 
Rouge,  LA  70896. 


Students  of  TUCM 
to  serve  homeless 
during  Mardi  Gras 

Students  of  The  Uniting  Campus 
Ministries  at  LSU  will  be  in  New  Or¬ 
leans  Feb.  26  and  Feb.  27  for  Mardi: 
Gras  parades  including  Bacchus.  The 
trip  will  also  be  a  “Soup  Kitchen  Expe¬ 
rience.”  They  will  serve  meals  at  a  Bap¬ 
tist  church  soup  kitchen  in  the  French 
Quarter. 

“We  will  serve  about  100  people  and 
we’ll  enjoy  Carnival,”  Rev.  Randy 
Nichols  said. 

Joining  with  a  group  from  Christ  the 
King  Catholic  Student  Center  on  Feb. 
4,  TUCM  students  prepared  meals  for 
homeless  men  at  Bishop  Ott  Shelter. 
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Church  restructure 
proposal  should  get 
longer,  harder  look 


United  Methodists  are  invited 
to  respond  to  a  proposal  to  re¬ 
structure  the  church  at  all  levels, 
from  congregational  to  global. 

The  proposal  comes  from  a 
special  task  force  of  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries,  the 
churchwide  program  coordinat¬ 
ing  agency. 

This  proposal  for  an  “interac¬ 
tive  framework”  (see  illustration 
below)  offers  bold  and  innova¬ 
tive  thinking  to  streamline 
church  functions. 

All  active  United  Methodists 
should  help  bring  the  proposal  to 
maturity.  We  encourage  individ¬ 
uals  and  local  congregations  to 
use  the  following  critique  as  a 
discussion  starter. 

LANGUAGE.  Terms  used  in 
naming  sections  of  the  proposal 
confuse  rather  than  elucidate.  Part 
of  the  problem  is  that  these  names 
have  no  historical  precedents 
among  United  Methodists.  This  is 
especially  true  of  the  two  portions 
designed  as  policy-setting  bodies, 
the  “Council  of  Consensus”  and 
the  overlapping  “House  of  Hear¬ 
ing.” 

In  addition,  names  for  the  pro¬ 
posed  task  divisions — Mission 
and  Ministry  Services,  Adminis¬ 
trative  and  Fiscal  Services  and 
Leadership  Services — bring  to 
mind  a  business,  not  a  church. 
The  church  must  be  businesslike 
in  many  ways,  but  it  can  never  for¬ 
get  that  it  is,  above  all,  the  Body  of 
Christ,  called  together  to  worship 
God,  spread  the  Gospel  and  make 
disciples.  Its  nomenclature  should 
reflect  its  basic  identity. 

One  alternative  to  the  propos¬ 
al’s  problematic  “task  language” 
exists  in  Paragraph  253  of  the 
Book  of  Discipline.  It  is  the  three- 
part  ministry  structure  called 
Nurture,  Outreach  and  Witness 
for  use  by  small-membership 
churches.  We  think  that  this  sec¬ 
tion,  with  its  appropriate  names 
and  clearly  defined  functions, 
should  be  utilized  unless  there  is 
strong  argument  to  the  contrary. 

FUNCTION.  Much  work  re¬ 
mains  to  define  how  the  church’s 
tasks  will  be  accomplished  and 
how  groups  will  relate  to  one  an¬ 
other.  Among  our  concerns: 

The  use  of  consensus  as  the 
sole  decision-making  model.  Con¬ 
sensus  may  work  well  on  a  com¬ 
mittee  level,  but  it  can  create 
political  entanglements  as  the 
size  and  diversity  of  the  decision¬ 
making  body  grows. 

In  addition,  certain  of  the 
church’s  contractual  obligations 
with  the  world  at  large  require 
timely  decisions  and  actions  as 
contrasted  with  the  lengthy, 
sometimes  ragged  process  that 
consensus  can  entail.  We  encour¬ 
age  the  council  to  keep  consider- 
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ing  how  rules  of  order  might  be 
used  alongside  consensus. 

Fitting  discernment  into  policy¬ 
setting.  The  “House  of  Hearing,” 
as  we  understand  the  proposal,  is 
to  be  the  “discernment”  body  in 
the  new  structure.  But  the  pro¬ 
posal  doesn’t  make  clear  how  dis¬ 
cernments  from  this  body  are  to 
be  fitted  into  the  decision-mak¬ 
ing  process. 

Furthermore,  to  think  that  any 
small  group,  however  well-inten¬ 
tioned  and  schooled,  can  discern 
God’s  will  for  the  entire  church  or 
for  any  local  congregation  seems 
dangerously  unrealistic.  Such  elit¬ 
ism,  we  fear,  will  set  up  its  own 
peculiar  politics,  since,  according 
to  the  plan,  members  of  the 
"House  of  Hearing"  are  chosen 
from  the  “Council  of  Consensus.” 
Where  are  the  checks  and  balances 
necessary  for  proper  governance? 

Timeline  too  short.  Finally,  we 
find  the  timeline  of  the  propos¬ 
al — tb  enact  it  in  1996  and  have 
all  mergers  and  transfers  of  gov¬ 
ernance  accomplished  by  the  end 
of  the  year  2000 — to  be  so  pres¬ 
sured  as  to  incite  painful  revolu¬ 
tion  rather  than  invite  peaceful 
evolution. 

For  instance,  the  merger  of  13 
churchwide  agencies  and  boards 
into  three  “services”  with  a  50 
percent  slash  in  personnel  implies 
a  significant  impact  on  people  and 
resources.  In  addition,  each  agen¬ 
cy  has  its  own  history  that  de¬ 
serves  to  be  preserved  and  its  own 
culture  to  be  integrated  into  any 
new  function.  In  other  words,  our 
denominational  functions  need 
careful  pruning  and  grafting,  not 
outright  amputation. 

Our  present  structure  and  gov¬ 
ernance  come  out  of  more  than 
200  years  of  American  Methodist 
experience,  and  it  will  take  far 
more  than  four  years  to  “re-em- 
body”  agencies  out  of  their  indi¬ 
vidual  mission  and  identity  into 
three  governing  super  structures. 

The  church  will  change  most 
significantly  when  we,  its  mem¬ 
bers,  given  reasonable  time,  sup¬ 
port  change  locally,  regionally, 
nationally  and  globally.  Changes 
in  structure  ought  not  be  any¬ 
one’s  concept  of  the  ultimate 
task,  but  that’s  what’s  “on  our 
plate”  right  now  and  it  deserves 
to  be  responded  to  seriously  and 
prayerfully. 

A  copy  of  the  Connectional  Is¬ 
sues  Task  Force  interim  report 
may  be  obtained  by  writing  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries. 
601  W.  Riverview  Ave.,  Dayton, 
OH  45408  or  by  calling  (513) 
227-9400. 


Interactive  Framework 
for  Mission  and  Ministry 
of  the  UMC  in  the 
21st  Century 
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'John  Wesley  taught  that  people  who 
rejected  Jesus  Christ  were  lost/  says  reader 


Rhett  Jackson’s  letter  to  the  editor 
(Reporter.  Feb.  3)  is  exactly  what’s 
wrong  with  The  United  Methodist 
Church. 

Mr.  Jackson  assumes  that  only 
“southern  fundamentalists"  believe 
that  persons  are  lost  without  Jesus 
Christ  and  that  the  concept  went 
out  with  the  Inquisition. 

Jesus  thought  the  Jews  were  lost. 
Paul  thought  the  Jews  were  lost. 
John  Wesley  taught  that  all  people 
who  rejected  Jesus  Christ  were  lost. 

Mr.  Jackson’s  attempt  to  margin¬ 
alize  evangelicals  by  branding  them 
“fundamentalist"  sounds  a  lot  like 
the  last  cry  of  a  dying  liberalism  in  a 
church  being  reawakened  to  its  true 
identity  and  evangelistic  roots. 

John  E.  Horton  Jr. 

Macon,  Ga. 

How  do  I  send  a  petition? 

Reference  to  the  Jan.  27  Reporter: 
Bishop  Hae-Jong  Kjm  (Western  New 
York)  has  issued  a  letter  to  United 
Methodists  urging  immediate  action 
in  opposing  the  death  penalty  in  keep¬ 
ing  with  the  Social  Principles  of  the 
[United  Methodist]  denomination. 

.  .  .  Petitions  are  being  circulated 
among  United  Methodist  congrega¬ 
tions  for  signatures. 

I  want  to  sign  a  petition  urging 
immediate  action  in  carrying  out 
the  death  penalty  immediately  after 
sentencing  as  proposed  by  Thomas 
Jefferson  when  he  became  Gover¬ 
nor  of  Virginia  in  1779.  • 

How  do  I  get  those  petitions  cir¬ 
culated  to  all  United  Methodist 
congregations? 

Wallace  Fiedler 
Richland,  Mo. 

Editor's  Note:  Petitions  on  any  sub¬ 
ject  for  the  1996  General  Conference 
should  be  sent  typed,  double  spaced 
in  triplicate,  to  Petitions  Secretary, 
Ms.  Odell  Thompson,  1740  Sixth 
St.,  Beloit.  WI  53511.  Petitions 


must  be  post-marked  by  Dec. 
1995. 


17, 


It's  incredible! 

As  I  have  been  reading  the  Re¬ 
porter  for  the  past  few  months,  I 
find  it  continually  incredible  that 
lately  I  disagree  with  everything  the 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Soci¬ 
ety  does  or  decides. 

Every  time  y’all  quote  the  Rev. 
Thom  White  Wolf  Fassett,  who  heads 
that  board,  I  strongly  disagree  with 
him.  This  is  on  issues  of  homosexual¬ 
ity  and  ordination,  prayer  in  schools, 
balanced  budget,  and  so  on. 

This  man  has  never  spoken  for 
me.  I  was  infuriated  that  the  board 
was  sending  lobbyists  to  Washing¬ 
ton  to  try  to  undo  everything  I  vot¬ 
ed  for  in  November.  And  I  help  pay 
for  it!  I  don’t  know  what  to  do 
about  it.  It’s  frustrating. 

James  C.  Ballard 
Graham,  Texas 

Change  your  name 

You  need  to  change  the  name  of 
your  Faith  Forum. 

My  dictionary  defines  “forum”  as 
an  open  discussion  or  expression  of 
ideas.  Yet  your  paper  doesn’t  allow 
that.  Again  and  again  you  print  in¬ 
tolerant  letters  from  right-wing  ab- 
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Letters  to 
the  Editor 


solutists  making  attacks  on  the 
integrity  of  persons  or  groups  with 
which  they  have  disagreement,  such 
as  members  of  the  Re-Imagining 
Community  and  the  Jesus  Seminar. 

These  attacks  are  nothing  but  a 
bunch  of  veiled  hate  letters  and  cer¬ 
tainly  do  not  fall  into  the  category 
of  ideas  because  they  do  not  engage 
in  rational,  intelligent  discussion  of 
the  issues  raised  by  those  who  are 
attacked. 

On  the  other  hand,  you  will  not 
print  letters  by  open-minded  Chris¬ 
tians  who  want  to  engage  in  intelli¬ 
gent  discussion  of  these  important 
issues. 


As  in  the  past, 
print  this  letter. 


doubt  if  you  will 

Roy  Berger 
Carmichael,  Calif. 


I  miss  my  home  church 

The  Dec.  30  article  by  the  Rev. 
Daniel  R.  Gangler  about  denomina¬ 
tional  ties  giving  a  spiritual  home 
(when  they  moved)  was  very  mean¬ 


ingful  to  me. 

I  was  in  The  Methodist  Church  for 
39  years — 35  at  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Smith  River,  Calif.  In 
1989  I  moved  to  Lincoln  City, 
Ore. — on  the  Oregon  coast  in  Pres¬ 
byterian  “territory.”  The  closest 
Methodist  churches  are  too  far  to  at¬ 
tend  on  a  regular  basis. 

While  I  have  found  a  church 
home  here,  I  miss  the  ties  to  the 
United  Methodist  Church  where  I 
feel  most  at  home.  However,  we 
travel  at  least  six  months  of  the  year 
in  our  motor  home.  During  those 
times  1  search  out  the  closest  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  church  and  feel  a 
great  spiritual  “homecoming"  as  I 
attend.  There  is  always  something 
in  the  service  and  the  friendliness  of 
the  many  different  congregations 
where  I  feel  once  again  that  I  am 
truly  at  home. 

Mary  Holbrook  Greger 
Lincoln  City,  Ore. 

The  Reporter  welcomes  letters 
from  readers.  Letters  should  be  brief, 
must  be  original  and  must  carry  the 
signature  and  address  of  the  author. 

Address  letters  for  publication  to 
"Letters  to  the  Editor,  "  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas.  Texas  75266-0275, 
or  fax  letters  to  214-630-0079. 


Visit  brought  back  hard  memories- — and  love 


Birmingham,  Ala.,  recently  be¬ 
came  “the  Magic  City”  to  me,  but 
not  because  of  some  chamber  of 
commerce  promotion. 

There  I  witnessed  the  magic  pow¬ 
er  of  Jesus  Christ  to  help  remove  ra¬ 
cial  hatred  lingering  within  me. 

The  city  stands  as  a  reminder  that 
some  blacks  there  exemplified  Je¬ 
sus’s  words  to  . .  love  your  ene¬ 
mies,  bless  them  that  curse  you,  and 
pray  for  them  which  despitefully 
use  you  and  persecute  you.”  (Mat¬ 
thew  5:44.) 

I  don’t  mind  telling  you  that  I 
traveled  to  Birmingham  with  both 
anticipation  and  hesitation. 

Anticipation.  I  hoped  to  visit  my 
paternal  grandfather’s  84-year-old 
brother,  James  DeLoach.  Not  only 
are  he  and  his  wife  Mary  the  oldest 
members  of  that  side  of  the  family, 
but  they  are  true  witnesses  to  how 
to  survive  a  racist  society  through 
faith  in  Jesus  Christ. 

Hesitation.  Despite  hearing  that 
the  once  racially  segregated  Bir¬ 
mingham  had  “turned  itself 
around,”  I  still  could  not  believe 
that  racial  discrimination  had  been 
wiped  out. 

Relished  racism 

During  my  youth  I  had  known  of 
Birmingham  as  the  infamous  city  of 
Eugene  “Bull”  Connor — the  public 
safety  commissioner  who  autho¬ 
rized  the  waterhosing  of  black 
youths. 

During  the  1950’s  and  60’s  this 
city  seemed  to  relish  its  separatism 
and  racism. 

This  was  even  the  city  that  jailed 
the  Rev.  Martin  Luther  King  Jr. 
over  an  Easter  weekend  on  April 
12,  1963,  with  some  of  its  most  in¬ 
fluential  clergy  telling  Dr.  King  that 
civil  rights  marches  were  wrong. 


Faithfully  yours 


Denise  lohnson 
Stovall  is  an 
Associate  Editor 
of  the  Reporter. 


me  sick,”  1  thought  while  still  in  the 
Birmingham  institute.  “I  could 
have  been  killed — just  like  those 
girls." 

Thinking  of  these  two  long-ago 
events  back  to  back  made  me  angry 
that  there  were  people  who  would 
rather  kill  black  children  than  see 
them  grow  up  with  equal  opportuni¬ 
ties. 

But  then  I  remembered  a  sermon 
by  the  Rev.  Cecil  Williams  that 


week,  challenging  all  Christians  to 
“love  everyone  for  Jesus’s  sake.” 

“You  can’t  be  a  Christian  and 
give  just  a  little  love  to  only  certain 
people,”  Dr.  Williams  said. 
“You’ve  got  to  have  unconditional 
love.” 

Unconditional  love. 

For  Jesus's  sake,  I’m  gonna  love 
Birmingham  to  death! 

-DENISE  IOHNSON  STOVALL 
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All  my  misgivings  notwithstand¬ 
ing,  I  had  several  interesting  mo¬ 
ments  during  my  four-day  stay  in 
Birmingham. 

Upon  arrival  there  I  called  my 
relatives  to  ask  if  someone  could 
meet  me  at  my  hotel.  I  could  tell  by 
my  cousin’s  reaction  when  I  said 
“Sheraton  Birmingham”  that  they 
were  surprised  about  my  lodging. 

When  my  cousin,  Charles  De- 
Loach,  and  his  fiance,  Angela,  ar¬ 
rived,  they  came  through  the  back 
entrance  close  to  the  parking  lot.  Al¬ 
though  Charles  has  traveled  across 
the  country,  he  later  confided  that 
“it’s  still  strange  to  see  that  blacks 
can  stay  at  a  Birmingham  hotel." 

My  cousin  Charles,  looking 
around  the  hotel  lobby  in  amaze¬ 
ment,  said,  “I  remember  when  they 
wouldn’t  let  us  in  a  hotel — unless 
we  were  working  there.” 

Four  little  girls 

Another  “cause  to  pause”  was  my 
visit  the  next  day  to  the  Birming¬ 
ham  Civil  Rights  Institute.  It  was  a 
reconciling  moment  for  me  to  see 
the  City  of  Birmingham  formally 
acknowledge  its  sins  against  its 
black  citizens. 

But  my  heart  became  heavy  when 
we  moved  through  the  section  hon¬ 
oring  innocent  people  who  died 
during  the  civil  rights  struggle.  A 
quilt  hangs  on  the  wall  in  memory 
of  the  four  little  girls  who  died  on 
Sept.  15,  1963,  while  in  Sunday 
School  at  16th  Street  Baptist 
Church.  The  church  was  bombed. 

If  they  were  still  living,  those  girls 
would  be  around  my  age. 

My  mind  wandered  to  that  same 
time  period  in  another  city,  Chica¬ 
go,  where  racial  hatred  caused  a 
similar  crime.  That’s  when  a  bomb 
was  thrown  into  my  home  while  my 
family  was  sleeping.  We  had  helped 
integrate  a  Southside  neighborhood. 

“Lord,  this  racial  hatred  makes 


'7  am  enclosing  some  pictures  to  show  you  what  United 
Methodist  Development  Fund  is  helping  to  accomplish. 
This  is  going  to  be  a  beautijul  building.  "J.R. 

(Excerpted  from  letter  sent  by  a  church  member  of  Whiting  United  Methodist.) 

first  Mortgage  Money  Available 

The  United  Methodist  Development  Fund 

Providing  first  mortgage  loans  for  United  Methodist  churches, 
districts,  city  societies,  district  unions,  and  conference  church 
extension  societies;  for  new  construction,  renovations, 
additions,  relocations,  and  parsonages. 

For  information  and/or  a  Loan  Application  call 
1-212-870-3865. 

The  United  Methodist  Development  Fund 
Room  320,  475  Riverside  Drive,  New  York,  NY  10115 
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FOSTER  SUPPORTED:  Support  for  U.S. 

Surgeon  General  nominee  Henry  Foster  was  ex¬ 
pressed  by  governing  members  of  the  United 
Methodist  General  Commission  on  Religion 
and  Race  Feb.  10-13  in  the  physician’s  home¬ 
town  of  Nashville.  The  47-member  body  voted 
to  ask  its  president  and  chief  executive  to 
write  a  letter  of  support  to  President  Clinton 
and  members  of  the  Senate  Confirmation 
Committee.  The  commission  held  its  semi-an¬ 
nual  meeting  a  short  distance  from  United 
Methodist-related  Meharry  Medical  College 
where  Dr.  Foster  teaches.  The  commission  also 
voted  opposition  to  California’s  Proposition  187 
that  withholds  services  from  immigrants. 

S.  AFRICANS  TO  ENGLAND:  Young 

black  South  Africans  will  be  trained  for  volun¬ 
teer  service  in  their  country  under  a  program 
launched  in  London  Feb.  8  by  the  British 
Methodist  Church  in  partnership  with  South 
African  and  U.S.  Christian  volunteer  groups. 
The  program  will  bring  20  young  South  Afri¬ 
cans  to  Great  Britain  in  May  for  four  months 
of  volunteer  services  and  then  take  a  group  of 
young  British  volunteers  to  South  Africa  to 
work  beside  their  South  African  counterparts. 
Despite  40  percent  unemployment,  volunteer¬ 
ing  for  the  community  is  relatively  unknown. 


ELECTIONS  ANALYZED:  A  three-year 
study  by  Duke  University  Divinity  School 
scholars  seeks  to  determine  if  there  is  a  better 
way  to  elect  bishops  than  the  church’s  current 

system.  In  the  first  issue  of  Leadership  Letters, 
published  by  the  divinity  school.  Dean  Dennis 
M.  Campbell,  a  co-director  of  the  study  on 
United  Methodism  and  American  culture,  calls 
for  recovering  the  theological  meaning  of  super¬ 
intendency  related  to  the  bishop’s  role  of  over¬ 
seeing  the  church’s  “life,  work  and  ministry.” 

NEW  NEWS  DIRECTOR:  Linda  G. 

Green  of  Columbia,  S.C.,  a  reporter  for  the 
South  Carolina  United  Methodist  Advocate 
newspaper  since  1988,  has  been  named  director 
of  the  Nashville  office  of  United  Methodist 
News  Service,  effective  March  1. 

WHAT  WOULD  HE  SAY?:  What 

;  John  Wesley,  founder  of  Methodism,  would 
say  to  Newt  Gingrich,  speaker  of  the  U.S. 

:  House  of  Representatives,  is  a  question  raised 
in  the  Feb.  1-8  issue  of  Christian  Century  mag¬ 
azine  by  Editor  James  M.  Wall,  a  United 
Methodist  clergyman.  Mr.  Wall  said  he  is  not 
optimistic  about  Mr.  Gingrich’s  call  for  “a 
Wesleyan  revival”  to  lead  to  the  greater  chari¬ 
ty  of  time  and  money.  Pointing  to  the  decline 
in  the  average  household’s  annual  donation  to 
charity  from  $978  in  1989  to  $880  in  1993, 
Mr.  Wall  concludes  that  Americans  are  cutting 
back  their  giving  and  volunteering. 

HISPANIC  OUTREACH:  The  United 

Methodist  Arlington  (Va.)  District  has  received 
the  first  matching  grant  from  the  National  His¬ 
panic  Ministries  Challenge  Fund.  The  $8,000 
grant  will  be  used  to  develop  English-as-a-sec- 
ond-language  (ESL)  classes  into  a  full-service 
storefront  ministry.  So  far  a  dozen  churches 
plan  to  use  the  fund  created  by  the  1 992  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference,  the  church’s  top  legislative 
body,  as  part  of  the  National  Plan  for  Hispan¬ 
ic  Ministries.  The  fund  has  raised  more  than 
$18,000  toward  a  $4  million  goal  for  1993-96. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 
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UMs  honor  one  who  sat  down  for  civil  rights 


The  sons  of 
two  black 
religious 
leaders  of  the 
1960s  share  a 
historic 
moment  of 
reconciliation 
at  St.  Luke 
"Community" 
United 
Methodist 
Church  in 
Dallas.  Martin 
Luther  King  III 
of  Atlanta, 
(left)  and  the 
Hon.  W.  Deen 
Muhammed  of 
Chicago  (right) 
shake  hands 
and  pay  tribute 
to  Rosa  L. 
Parks  (center) 
known  as  the 
"Mother  of  the 
Civil  Rights 
Movement." 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  DENISE  IOHNSON  STOVALL 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

The  sons  of  two  religious  leaders 
who  disagreed  35  years  ago  about 
the  role  of  the  faith  community  in 
promoting  nonviolent  social 
change  came  together  at  a  United 
Methodist  church  luncheon  last 
week  to  honor  the  “Mother  of  the 
Civil  Rights  Movement.” 

Martin  Luther  King  III,  second 
child  of  the  late  civil  rights  leader, 
and  the  Hon.  W.  Deen  Mu¬ 
hammed,  Iman  (spiritual  leader)  of 
the  American  Muslim  community, 
praised  the  legacy  of  Rosa  L.  Parks 
at  St.  Luke  “Community”  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Dallas. 

The  historic  event  was  part  of 
Dallas  Acts  of  Kindness  Week. 

She  sat  so  others  can  stand 

“I  thank  God  for  Mrs.  Parks,” 
said  Mr.  King,  “For  when  she  sat 
down,  people  from  all  over  this 
world  were  able  to  stand  up.” 

Mr.  Muhammed  called  Mrs. 
Parks  “one  who  sensitized  us  to 
have  social  revolution — but  not 
to  an  extreme.” 

The  luncheon  was  part  of  a 
week  of  events  that  included  a 
commemoration  of  the  50th  anni¬ 
versary  of  the  liberation  of  con¬ 
centration  camps  in  Europe, 
hosted  by  Lovers  Lane  United 
Methodist  Church,  and  a  citywide 
rally  at  Concord  Baptist  Church. 

Feb.  17  was  declared  National 
Acts  of  Kindness  Day  in  at  least 
1 50  cities  across  the  country. 

Celebrating  her  82nd  birthday 
this  month,  the  stately  Mrs. 
Parks  smiled  and  said  she  was 


grateful  that  the  Lord  had  spared 
her  to  be  involved  in  the  acts  of 
kindness  programs. 

Boycott  anniversary  noted 

This  year  marks  the  40th  anni¬ 
versary  of  the  Montgomery  Bus 
Boycott.  It  started  after  Mrs. 
Parks,  then  a  42-year-old  seam¬ 
stress  for  a  local  department 
store,  refused  to  release  her  seat 
to  a  white  male  passenger  on 
Dec.  1,  1955. 

“As  we  go  from  day  to  day  and 
think  about  the  problems  we 
face,  I  always  encourage  people 
to  have  a  positive  outlook  on 
life,”  said  Mrs.  Parks,  who  now 
lives  in  Detroit. 

“I  am  glad  to  know  that  all  the 
races  and  cultures  are  working  to¬ 
gether  and  enjoying  each  others’ 
programs.  We  must  show  acts  of 
kindness  to  everyone  we  meet.” 

As  co-founder  of  the  Raymond 
and  Rosa  Parks  Institute  for  Self 
Development  in  Detroit  — 
named  for  herself  and  her  late 
husband — she  challenged  the  in¬ 
terfaith  audience  to  “work  with 
our  young  people  while  they  are 
young  so  they  won’t  go  astray 
and  so  they  will  reach  the  highest 
potential  in  life.” 

Hopes  idea  catches  on 

Mr.  King  expressed  hope  that 
the  random  acts  of  kindness  con¬ 
cept  would  catch  on  in  other  are¬ 
nas,  especially  through 
programming  in  the  media. 

“We  need  to  talk  to  the  net¬ 
works  and  demand  positive  pro¬ 
grams,”  said  Mr.  King. 

“We  are  products  of  our  envi¬ 


ronment.  Our  children  are  not  just 
violent  because  they  grew  up  vio¬ 
lent.  Most  of  the  programming 
[they  see]  is  negative  program¬ 
ming,  reinforced  by  our  culture.” 

As  he  looked  back  on  the  “I 
have  a  dream”  speech  that  his  fa¬ 
ther  made  during  the  historic 
March  on  Washington  in  1963, 
Mr.  King  said  he  could  see  that  his 


father's  dream  was  coming  true. 

“We  can  see  that  people  come 
together  as  black  men  and  white 
men,  Jews  and  Gentiles,  Christians 
and  Muslims,  Protestants  and 
Catholics,”  said  Mr.  King.  “No 
other  concept  is  more  needed.” 

Mr.  Muhammed  agreed  that 
the  random  acts  of  kindness 
campaign  “sends  a  great  message 


to  this  country,”  because  sudden¬ 
ly  “we  are  experiencing  an  epi¬ 
demic  of  rudeness  in  America.”  ; 

Reflects  on  King's  work 

As  leader  of  the  orthodox  black 
Muslims  across  the  United 
States,  Mr.  Muhammed  told  the 
hushed  crowd  that  the  invitation 
to  be  honorary  co-chair  of  the 
event  with  Rosa  Parks  had 
caused  him  to  reflect  on  the  work 
of  Dr.  King  during  the  1950s  and 
60s. 

He  admitted  that  the  leader¬ 
ship  of  the  civil  rights  movement 
and  the  Nation  of  Islam  then  rep¬ 
resented  two  extremes. 

During  that  period,  his  fathetf, 
the  Hon.  Elijah  Muhammed,, 
founder  of  the  Chicago-base(i 
Muslim  community,  preached 
separation  of  the  races  and  did 
not  publicly  support  the  nonvio¬ 
lent  civil  rights  movement. 

“The  Nation  of  Islam  was 
demonstrating  our  anger,”  said 
Mr.  Muhammed,  to  echoes  of 
“Amen”  from  the  mostly  black 
listeners.  “The  civil  rights  move¬ 
ment  was  demonstrating  love. 

“If  the  religious  community 
can  come  together  and  set  an  ex¬ 
ample  of  unity  and  work  together 
to  address  the  issues  that  we  are 
burdened  by  today  and  join  oth¬ 
ers  from  the  secular  world  to  do 
something  about  this  condition, 
we  can  seek  a  better  world  for  all 
of  us,”  said  Mr.  Muhammed. 

“As  believers  in  God,  we  know 
that  nothing  can  be  done  that  we 
set  out  to  do  if  we  don’t  include 
God.  We  will  fail.” 


Parks:  7  was  just  tired  of  unfair  treatment ' 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

Rosa  L.  Parks  wants  to  set  the  record 
straight. 

In  her  new  book.  Quiet  Strength,  published 
by  Zondervan,  the  “Mother  of  the  Civil  Rights 
Movement”  writes,  “My  feet  were  not  tired,  but 
I  was  tired — tired  of  unfair  treatment. 

“When  I  sat  down  on  the  bus  the  day  I  was 
arrested,  I  was  thinking  of  going  home.  I  had 
made  up  my  mind  quickly  about  what  it  was 
that  I  had  to  do,  what  1  felt  was  right  to  do. 
...  All  1  felt  was  tired.  Tired  of  seeing  the  bad 
treatment  and  disrespect  of  children,  women 
and  men  just  because  of  the  color  of  their 
skin. 

“Tired  of  the  Jim  Crow  [segregation]  laws. 
Tired  of  being  oppressed.  I  was  just  plain 
tired.  I  felt  the  Lord  would  give  me  the 
strength  to  endure  whatever  I  had  to  face. 
God  did  away  with  all  my  fear.  It  was  time 
for  someone  to  stand  up — or,  in  my  case,  sit 
down.  I  refused  to  move.” 

Mrs.  Parks  was  arrested  on  Dec.  1,  1955. 
Her  act  of  courage  four  decades  ago  prompt¬ 
ed  a  citywide  boycott  of  public  buses  in 
Montgomery,  Ala.  The  boycott  lasted  381 
days.  Ninety-one  others  were  arrested. 

It  also  prompted  sympathy  for  a  move¬ 
ment  started  by  a  young  black  Baptist  minis- 


I  felt  the  Lord  would  give  me  the 
strength  to  endure... 

—  Rosa  Parks,  in 
" Quiet  Strength" 


ter  named  Martin  Luther  King  Jr. 

Mrs.  Park  writes  that  Dr.  King  told  blacks 
in  Montgomery,  “If  you  will  protest  coura¬ 
geously  and  yet  with  dignity  and  Christian 
love,  when  the  history  books  are  written  in 
future  generations,  the  historians  will  have  to 
pause  and  say:  There  lived  a  great  people — a 
black  people — who  injected  new  meaning 
and  dignity  into  the  veins  of  civilization” 

Devoting  considerable  attention  to  the  role 
of  the  black  church  in  the  struggle  for  civil 
rights  of  black  Americans,  Mrs.  Parks  writes 
that  her  “quiet  strength”  has  always  come 
from  the  church. 

“The  church  has  always  been  a  place  where 
we  can  turn  to  God  for  rest  and  encourage¬ 
ment,”  wrote  Mrs.  Parks,  a  laywoman  of  the 
African  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

When  asked  recently  in  Dallas  (see  related 
story  above)  “If  you  had  one  wish  for  the 
black  church,  what  would  it  be?”  she  smiled 
and  answered  in  her  gentle,  southern  voice: 


PHOTO  COURTESY  OF  ZONDERVAN  PUBLISHING 

Jacket  from  her  new  book,  “Quiet 
Strength,"  in  which  Rosa  L.  Parks  writes 
about  her  strong  faith. 

“We  know  that  the  black  church  of  today 
has  worked  hard  for  the  gains  blacks  have 
made,  like  creating  more  housing  and  jobs. 
But  my  wish  is  for  the  church  to  do  more,” 
Mrs.  Parks  told  the  Reporter. 

“The  black  church  must  remember  its  his¬ 
tory  and  be  more  aggressive  to  continue  to  work 
for  social  change  in  the  black  community.” 

-DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
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Construction  begins  on  communications  center 

DALLAS — The  Dallas  skyline  backdrops  early-stages  work  on  the  United  Methodist  Reporter  Com¬ 
munications  Center.  Contractors  estimate  occupancy  of  the  $3  million-plus  facility  by  September. 


Church  helps  small  community 
after  7  youths'  deaths  in  traffic 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

Through  pastoral  care  and  love, 
the  300-member  Claude  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Northwest  Tex¬ 
as  is  helping  its  1,200-population 
town  cope  with  the  traffic  deaths  of 
seven  youths  within  four  weeks. 

Two  youths  who  were  volunteer 
firefighters  died  after  their  fire  truck 
collided  with  a  train  on  Jan.  31. 

Two  weeks  later,  five  more 
youths  were  killed  when  their  1987 
Jeep  Cherokee  hit  a  patch  of  ice  and 
slid  into  a  tractor-trailer. 

They  were  returning  from  Ama¬ 
rillo  30  miles  away  where  they  had 
visited  a  Sunday  school  teacher  in 
the  hospital. 

Albert  Thomas,  uncle  of  Macy 
Thomas  who  died  in  the  second  ac¬ 
cident,  told  the  Reporter  that  the 
community  quickly  pulled  together 
under  the  church’s  leadership. 

Mr.  Thomas  is  superintendent  of 
schools  in  Denton,  Texas,  some  six 
hours  away,  and  a  member  of  Den¬ 
ton’s  First  United  Methodist  Church. 

“These  kids  killed  in  the  second 
accident  were  all  members  of  the 
youth  group  at  Claude  Methodist,” 
said  Mr.  Thomas.  “They  were  all 
good  kids,  so  this  has  been  a  diffi¬ 
cult  time  for  everyone.” 

Mr.  Thomas  said  one  person  doing 
“a  Herculean  job  representing  Christ 
in  this  difficult  time  for  everyone”  is 
the  Rev.  Buddy  Payne,  pastor  of 
Claude  United  Methodist  Church. 


“I  don’t  know  how  a  minister  can 
do  what  he  has  done  and  also  take 
care  of  other  needs  of  the  church,” 
the  school  superintendent  said. 

Mr.  Payne  conducted  funerals  for 
Jared  Wright,  18,  a  victim  of  the 


Jan.  31  accident,  and  for  Cheryl 
Campbell,  16;  Macy  Thomas,  16; 
Jake  Jones,  15;  Brad  Stewart,  15, 
and  Anna  Doyle,  15,  all  victims  of 
the  Feb.  12  accident.  Also  killed 
Jan.  31  was  Marcus  King,  15. 


A  Rainbow 
of  Colorful 
Gift  Ideas 


Visit  your  Cokesbury 
store  or  call 
1-800-672-1 789 
to  request  a  free  De 
Colores  Catalog, 
featuring  specially 
selected  gift  items 
for  participants  in 
Walk  to  Emmaus. 


Cokesbury 


CALL  OR  VISIT  YOUR  COKESBURY  STORE 
ORDER  TOLL  FREE;  1-800*672-1789 

Satisfaction  Quaranteed! 
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Faith 

-connections 

EVANGELISM  EVENT  Nineteen  United 
Methodist  bishops  will  participate  in  the  second 
theological  consultation  sponsored  by  The 
Foundation  for  Evangelism  March  9-12  at  Wes¬ 
ley  Theological  Seminary  in  Washington.  The 
theme  "Christ  for  the  World:  Evangelism  in 
the  Contemporary  Church  and  World:  Bishops 
of  The  United  Methodist  Church  Speak”  will 
guide  the  consultation’s  1 1  episcopal  presenta¬ 
tions.  All  sessions  are  open  to  leaders  and 
members  of  The  United  Methodist  Church. 

For  more  information  call  Bishop  Earl  G. 

Hunt  Jr.  at  (800)  737-8333. 

EVANGELISM  V.P.:  Paul  R.  Ervin,  Jr., 

North  Georgia  regional  conference  lay  leader 
and  president  of  the  United  Methodist  Nation¬ 
al  Association  of  Annual  Conference  Lay 
Leaders,  was  recently  named  executive  vice 
president  of  The  United  Methodist  Foundation 
for  Evangelism.  The  foundation,  affiliated  with 
the  church’s  General  Board  of  Discipleship,  is 
based  at  Lake  Junaluska,  N.C. 

SHALOMNET:  United  Methodists  working 
on  the  renewal  of  the  cities  can  now  connect  by 
computer  to  share  information,  experiences  and 
resources.  To  join  ShalomNet,  one  must  have 
a  computer  with  a  modem  and  subscribe  to  an 
Internet  service.  For  more  information,  e-mail 
your  interest  to  umcurban@aol.comor  or  write 
to  ShalomNet  John  Schol,  Office  of  Urban 
Ministry,  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
475  Riverside  Drive,  Room  322,  New  York, 
N.Y.  10115. 

DENVER  DELEGATES:  More  delegates 
to  United  Methodism's  highest  legislative  body, 
the  General  Conference,  will  come  from  other 
countries  in  1996  than  in  1992.  The  change  re¬ 
flects  growth  in  membership  in  the  denomina¬ 
tion  outside  the  United  States  and  Europe. 
Delegations  from  the  church’s  central  confer¬ 
ences — outside  the  five  jurisdictions  in  the 
United  States —  have  increased  by  22  people, 
from  116  to  138.  Together  with  the  10  dele¬ 
gates  representing  churches  in  concordat  rela¬ 
tionships,  the  two  groups  will  constitute  almost 
15  percent  of  the  996  delegates  to  be  elected. 

REFUGEE  SCHOOLS:  The  United 

Methodist  Church  in  Zaire  has  been  authorized 
by  the  government  to  provide  schools  for  refu¬ 
gee  children  from  Rwanda  and  Burundi.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  Bishop  Onema  Fama  of  Zaire,  the 
Schools  at  Goma,  Bukavu  and  Uvira— where 
United  Methodists  have  been  working  with 
refugees — could  also  serve  the  local  popula¬ 
tion.  Bishop  Onema  spoke  about  United  Meth¬ 
odist  work  in  Zaire  during  the  denomination’s 
Joint  Panel  on  International  Affairs  meeting  in 
New  York  City  Feb.  6-7. 

QUADRUPLETS:  United  Methodist-relat¬ 
ed  Methodist  Hospital  North,  a  part  of  Meth¬ 
odist  Health  Systems  in  Memphis,  Tenn.,  was 
the  site  of  the  facility’s  first  birth  of  quadru¬ 
plets.  The  two  boys  and  two  girls  were  bom 
Feb.  3  to  Nita  and  Frank  White  with  more 
than  20  medical  staff  participating  in  the  de¬ 
livery  and  care  of  the  babies  weighing  from  2 
pounds,  13.5  ounces  to  4  pounds. 


Christian  aid  builds  Haiti's  future 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

Third  in  a  series 

PORT-AU-PRINCE,  Haiti— 
The  Rev.  Paul  Doherty’s  eyes 
were  shining  as  he  raced  about 
looking  at  the  freshly  painted 
mission  buildings  in  the  Port-au- 
Prince  slum  of  LaSaline. 

“This  is  one  of  the  most  won¬ 
derful  things  I’ve  ever  seen,”  he 
told  a  visitor.  “The  church  has 
been  redone,  the  clinic  has  been 
redone." 

Mr.  Doherty,  pastor  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in 
Dowagiac,  Mich.,  was  part  of  a 
group  of  West  Michigan  United 
Methodists  who  recently  brought 
supplies  for  Methodist  and  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church-related 
missions  in  Haiti.  He  has  been 
leading  work  teams  into  Haiti  for 
nearly  1 5  years. 

'Mother  Teresa  of  Haiti' 

During  one  trip  he  met  Sister 


Paulette  Holly,  whom  he  calls  the 
"Mother  Teresa  of  Haiti.” 

For  30  years.  Sister  Paulette 
has  worked  as  a  Haitian  Method¬ 
ist  deaconess  among  the  40,000 
“poorest  of  the  poor”  who  live  in 
LaSaline. 

“I  am  happy  to  be  among  the 
simple  people,”  she  said,  “be¬ 
cause  they  need  me,  you  know?” 

The  church  mission  has  a 
school  for  250  students  in  eight 
grades  and  a  hot  lunch  program 
for  those  students. 

“Thanks  to  you,”  Sister  Pau- 


PHOTO  8V  KEITH  MUMMA 

LaSALINE,  Haiti — Children  like  these  are  aided  by  a  church  mis¬ 
sion  school  for  250  students  in  eight  grades  and  by  its  hot  lunch 
program.  United  Methodist  funds  help  provide  the  meals. 


LaSAUNE, 
Haiti — For  30 
years.  Sister 
Paulette  has 
worked  as  a 
Haitian 
Methodist 
deaconess.  "I 
am  happy  to 
be  among  the 
simple 
people,"  she 
said,  "because 
they  need  me, 
you  know?" 
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lette  said,  referring  to  the  many 
United  Methodists  who  have  be¬ 
come  “Friends  of  LaSaline,”  “we 
can  offer  the  school  children  a 
meal  every  day.” 

In  La  Saline,  Sister  Paulette  is 
credited  with  developing, 
through  the  Haitian  Methodist 
Church  aided  by  many  United 
Methodists,  the  following:  the 
school;  a  clinic  which  includes 
medical  consultation,  prescrip¬ 
tion  service  and  dental  care,  and 
LaSaline  Methodist  Church. 

LaSaline  is  so  named  because 
the  slum  is  built  right  over  the 
salt  water  marshes  that  separate 
Port-au-Prince  from  the  sea. 

It  is  from  the  beach  at  the  edge 
of  LaSaline  that  makeshift  rafts 
were  launched  by  desperate  Hai¬ 
tians  who  tried  to  escape  to  Flori¬ 
da  during  the  reign  of  the  military 
coup  and  later  during  the  U.S.-led 
embargo  over  the  past  three  years. 
The  embargo  was  designed  to  re¬ 
turn  President  Jean-Bertrand  Ari- 
sitide  to  power. 

Mr.  Doherty  remembers,  he 
said,  how  rain  water  would  flow 
through  the  slums  on  its  way  to 
the  sea  and  fill  the  mission  yard 
like  a  lake — or  a  cesspool.  Drain¬ 
age  systems  have  been  engi¬ 
neered  to  keep  a  new  yard  high 
and  dry,  he  said. 

From  all  over 

Did  West  Michigan  United 
Methodists  bring  all  of  this 
about? 

Mr.  Doherty  manages  to  nod 
and  shake  his  head  at  the  same 
time. 

“All  over,”  he  said,  waving  his 
arms  with  enthusiasm.  “United 


Methodists  from  all  over  helped 
the  Haitian  Methodist  Church 
with  this.” 

But  the  West  Michigan  confer¬ 
ence  is  developing  a  sister  rela¬ 
tionship  with  Haiti,  he 
continued.  In  addition  to  bring¬ 
ing  supplies,  the  nine-member 
West  Michigan  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  task  force  was  in  Haiti 
to  see  how  they  could  help  the 
Haitian  Methodist  Church  with 
its  various  ministries. 

Hope  strengthen  faith 

Mr.  Doherty  said  when  he  first 
came  to  Haiti  in  1980,  he  found 
it  depressing. 

“It  seemed  absolutely  hope¬ 
less,”  he  said,  “and  I  was  haunt¬ 
ed  by  the  condition  of  the 
children.” 

But  now,  after  he  and  his  wife 
Joan  have  returned  to  Haiti 
again  and  again,  he  “absolutely 
sees  hope.” 

He  quotes  Sister  Paulette  who 
said, 

“Faith,  hope  and  love,  these 
three, 

“But,  excuse  me,  St:  Paul,  the 
greatest  of  these  is  hope. 

“Hope  strengthens  our  faith 
for  a  better  future.” 

Mr.  Doherty  concluded,  “If 
God  rewards  faithfulness — and  I 
believe  that  God  does — then  the 
Haitian  people  will  surely  some¬ 
day  be  rewarded  because  they 
have  been  faithful.” 

Contributions  may  be  made  to 
the  work  at  LaSaline  through  lo¬ 
cal  churches  and  annual  confer¬ 
ence  treasurers  to  Advance 
#4 1 8200-LaSaline. 


UMs  gave 
more  in  '94 

United  Methodist  News 

Final  figures  for  United 
Methodist  giving  during  1994 
are  in,  and  the  results  are  en¬ 
couraging,  according  to  the 
chief  executive  of  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  fiscal  agency. 

Giving  to  World  Service, 
the  church’s  general  benevo¬ 
lence  fund,  rose  by  $1.7  mil¬ 
lion  to  $50.2  million,  an 
increase  of  3.57  percent. 

“That’s  a  fairly  dramatic  in¬ 
crease  in  the  percentage  paid  as 
well  as  an  increase  in  real  mon¬ 
ey,”  said  the  Rev.  Clifford 
Drake,  general  secretary  of  the 
church’s  General  Council  on  Fi¬ 
nance  and  Administration 
(GCFA)  in  Evanston,  Ill. 

World  Service  and  several 
other  funds  are  apportioned  to 
regional  church  structures  called 
annual  conferences  and  eventu¬ 
ally  to  congregations  through  a 
complex  formula  that  takes  into 
account  number  of  members 
and  other  factors. 

Of  the  total  amount  appor¬ 
tioned  for  World  Service  in 
1994,  churches  paid  86.2  per¬ 
cent  compared  to  85.7  in 
1993 — an  increase  of  .5  percent. 

Giving  to  apportioned 
funds — which  include  money 
for  ministerial  education, 
black  colleges,  Africa  Univer¬ 
sity,  special  mission  initiatives 
and  administration — all  rose 
during  1994. 

“Given  the  fact  that  the 
trend  over  the  last  several 
years  has  been,  for  the  most 
part,  slight  decreases  year  after 
year,  this  is  a  very  encouraging 
report!”  Mr.  Drake  declared. 

United  Methodists  also  give 
to  other  nationally  adminis¬ 
tered  mission  funds  through 
six  special  day  offerings. 

For  1994,  three — Native 
American  Awareness  Sunday, 
World  Communion  Sunday 
and  United  Methodist  Student 
Day — had  increases. 

The  remaining  three  special 
Sunday  offerings  decreased — 
Human  Relations  Day,  One 
Great  Hour  of  Sharing  and 
Peace  with  Justice  Sunday/ 
World  Order  Day. 

Total  giving  to  the  six  offer¬ 
ings  remained  essentially  un¬ 
changed  at  $5.4  million,  Mr. 
Drake  said. 

Giving  to  relief  and  hunger 
work  of  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  totaled 
$11,051,875 — up  more  than 
18  percent  over  1993. 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  $1.40  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per 
insertion.  $28.00  minimum  charge  for  up  to 
20  words.  Blind  ads  $21.00  plus  $11.20  for 
the  8  words  to  insert  our  contact  information. 
Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on  con- 
tract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  approved 
■in  advance. 

CHURCH  BUSINESS  MANAGER  NEEDED 
for  a  2500-member  church.  Please  send  re¬ 
sumes  to:  Harold  Sassman,  Senior  Pastor, 
Coker  United  Methodist  Church,  231  E.  North 
Loop  Road,  San  Antonio,  TX  782 1 6. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDREN’S  MINISTRIES, 
part-time  ,  2200-member  church  in  southwest 
Fort  Worth.  Send  resume  to:  Staff-Parish  Rela¬ 
tions  Committee,  Overton  Park  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  5001  Briarhaven  Road,  Fort 
Worth,  TX  76109.(817)  731-0701. 

DIRECTOR  OF  SUMMER  CHILD  CARE  Pro¬ 
gram  and  After-School  Ministry.  Responsibil¬ 
ities  include  planning,  implementation  of 
program  and  supervision  of  staff.  Bachelor's  de- 
gree/experience  required.  Send  resumes  with 
references  to:  Pulaski  Heights  UMC,  P.O.  Box 
250768.  Little  Rock.  AR  72225  (Attn:  Stacy). 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES:  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Pasadena,  CA 
(1,000  members)  now  accepting  applications 
Director/Music  Ministries:  Responsibilities:  di¬ 
rect  adult/youth  choirs;  supervise  children's 
choirs/handbells/music  program.  Salary  com¬ 
mensurate  experience.  Send  application,  vita, 
transcripts,  3  references  (deadline  5/1/95): 
Search  Committee:  Music,  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  500  East  Colorado  Boulevard, 
Pasadena.  CA  91 101. 

DIRECTOR  OF  EDUCATION  AND  YOUTH. 
Fort  Valley  United  Methodist,  a  strong,  active 
800-member  church  seeks  a  full-time  Director 
of  Education  with  emphasis  on  youth  ministry. 

■  Christian  education  degree  or  comparable  expe¬ 
rience  preferred.  Please  submit  resume  to: 
Search  Committee,  P.O.  Box  1258,  Fort  Valley, 
GA  31030,  telephone  (9 1 2)  825-2762. 

DYNAMIC  900-MEMBER  COUNTY-SEAT 

church  in  northwest  Georgia  is  seeking  a  full- 
time  person  to  assume  primary  responsibilities 
for  ministry  to  youth.  Additional  responsibil¬ 
ities  could  include  singles  ministry,  missions, 
and  family  life.  We  are  a  growing  church  that 
desires  to  build  a  strong  team  that  will  provide 
leadership  and  continuity  into  the  new  centu¬ 
ry.  Salary  and  benefit  package  commensurate 
.with  experience.  Send  your  resume  to:  Cal¬ 
houn  First  UMC,  P.O.  Box  517,  Calhoun,  GA 
30703.  Attn:  Tom  Kerr  or  call  (706)  629-8949 
for  further  information. 

CHICAGO  TEMPLE/FIRST  UMC  is  seeking 
Director  of  Music  Ministries  and  the  Arts.  Sena 
resume  by  March  15th:  Dr.  Eugene  Winkler,  77 
W.  Washington,  Chicago,  IL  60602. 

COUNCIL  ON  MINISTRIES  DIRECTOR, 
Wisconsin  Annual  Conference.  Starts  July  1, 

1  995.  Send  resume  to:  Search  Committee 
CCOM  Personnel,  Rev.  Hobart  “Fid”  Sailor, 
Chair.,  P.O.  Box  620,  Sun  Prairie,  WI  53590. 
Deadline  3/31/95. 

FULL-TIME  MUSIC  DIRECTOR  for  exciting, 
growing,  1500-member  downtown  Methodist 

OPENING  FOR  PART-TIME  DIRECTOR  of 
Sr.  High  Ministry.  $12,000  annually.  Organiza¬ 
tion  and  relational  skills  and  references  re¬ 
quired.  Send  resume  to:  Youth,  FUMC,  530 
"Elm,  Hurst,  TX  76053  or  fax  (817)  282-5867. 

ministry.  Master’s/church  music  degree  pre¬ 
ferred;  Bachelor  of  music/experience  required. 
Salary  negotiable.  Send  vita/resume:  Chairman, 
Music  Search  Committee,  P.O.  Box  32,  Colum¬ 
bus,  MS  39703.  ! 

WANTED:  FULL-TIME  YOUTH  Director. 
Salary/benefits  commensurate  with  education 
and  experience.  Send  resume  and  request  for 
job  description  to:  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  P.O.  Box  1126,  Atlanta,  TX  75551, 
or  call  (903)  796-8247.  Attention:  Rev.  Tom¬ 
my  Lyles. 

FIRST  UMC.  WINTER  PARK.  FL  seeks  full¬ 
time  Director  of  Evangelism  and  Congregation¬ 
al  Care.  Almost  2000  members  and  growing! 
Responsibilities  include  evangelism,  visitors, 
new  members,  assimilation,  inactive  members. 
Send  resume  and  references  to:  Vance  Rains, 
Box  819,  Winter  Park.  FL  32790. 

DIRECTORS  OF  MINISTRIES  (three  posi¬ 
tions)  for  children,  youth,  adults.  1 800-member 
suburban  church.  Responsible  for  planning  and 
coordinating  all  programs  and  activities  for  age 
levels.  Training  and  experience  in  education, 
recreation  helpful.  Salary  commensurate  with 
experience.  Send  resume  to:  Staff  Parish  Rela¬ 
tions  Committee,  Kirkwood  UMC,  201  West 
Adams,  Kirkwood,  MO  63122. 

ISRAEL.  SEE  THE  HOLY  LAND.  Organize  10 
people  and  travel  free.  10  days/9  nights.  Only 
$  1 795.00  per  person.  (800)  334-4754. 

CLERGY  TAX  PREPARATION.  Former 
GCFA  General  Counsel  seeking  to  expand  ex¬ 
isting  tax  preparation  practice.  Fifteen  years 
experience  with  clergy  tax  problems.  Reason¬ 
able  rates.  Clergy  and  church  tax  seminars 
also  available.  Contact:  Craig  R.  Hoskins, 
P.O.  Box  7154,  Deerfield,  IL  60015  or  tele¬ 
phone  (708)  ?48-7047. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES  for 
large,  active  program.  2300-member  downtown 
Church.  Experience  in  choral  music,  handbells, 
instrumentalists.  Send  resume  and  supporting 
materials  to:  Music  Ministries  Search  Commit¬ 
tee,  First  United  Methodist  Church,  305  N. 
Baird,  Midland,  TX  79701. 

“DO  YOU  WANT  TO  ADOPT  A  BABY?” 
Methodist  Mission  Home/San  Antonio  now  ac¬ 
cepting  applications.  Texas  and  New  Mexico 
residents  call  (210)696-7021  for  information. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDREN/YOUTH  Minis¬ 
tries,  full-time,  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Stillwater,  OK.  Send  resume  to:  Rev.  Jim 
Gragg,  400  W.  7th,  Stillwater,  OK  74074.  Fax: 
(405)372-5856. 

SMOKIE  MOUNTAINS  NEAR  LAKE  Juna¬ 
luska.  Affordable  efficiencies.  Incomparable 
view.  $190  per  week.  Mountain  View  Guest 
House.  P.O.  Box  1096,  Waynesville,  NC  28786. 
(704)  627-9507. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH/PROGRAMS.  Salary 
based  on  experience,  negotiable  for  right  per¬ 
son.  Must  be  evangelical  with  a  proven  track 
record  with  youth.  Active  church  with  a  new 
Family  Life  Center.  Send  resume  and  refer¬ 
ences:  do  Dr.  L.C.  Johnston,  FUMC,  P.O.  Box 
1510,  Harlingen.  TX  78551. 

NO  ACCOMPANIST?  SING  YOUR  favorite 
hymns  in  worship  or  at  home.  Instrumental  ac¬ 
companiment  for  90  best  known  hymns  on  6- 
tape  cassette  sets.  Choose  piano  or  organ.  Word 
book  included,  but  can  be  used  with  your  hym¬ 
nal.  Makes  an  excellent  gift.  $38.95  plus  snip¬ 
ping.  1-800-728-0573. 

United  Methodist  radio  broadcasts 
reach  70  million  over  Russian  airways 


By  RALPH  E.  BAKER 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

Monday  mornings  in  Russia,  up 
to  70  million  people  tune  their  radi¬ 
os  to  the  Methodist  program  on  the 
state  channel.  Listeners  hear  stories, 
music  and  testimonies  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  faith. 

The  half-hour  program  is  Reli¬ 
gious  Digest,  produced  for  the  Unit- 
ed  Methodist  Church  by  Irina 
Siminova,  a  Russian  Christian 
woman  with  30  years  of  broadcast 
experience. 

“Many  of  the  people  in  Russian 
broadcasting  worked  for  the  Soviet 
propaganda  agency,  and  were  out  of 
work  when  Communism  ended,” 
said  the  Rev.  Brian  Brightly,  United 
Methodist  pastor  at  Miramar,  Fla. 
“We  are  lucky  to  have  their  talent 
available.” 

Mr.  Brightly  has  been  instrumen¬ 
tal  in  developing  the  program  and 
placing  it  on  Russian  radio. 

On  government's  channel 

The  program  started  broadcasting 
on  “Open  Radio,”  a  free  enterprise 
channel.  Then,  it  was  invited  to  air 
on  “Channel  One,”  the  primary  gov¬ 
ernment  radio  channel  in  Russia. 

When  the  program  moved  to 
Channel  One,  “the  audience  in¬ 
creased  dramatically,”  said  Rena 
Yocom,  associate  general  secretary 
for  mission  education  and  cultiva¬ 
tion  at  the  United  Methodist  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

Digest  is  a  cooperative  effort  by 
Methodist  Communications  and 
the  United  Methodist  Genera! 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  United 
Methodist  members  in  Russia. 


"Despite  the  political  problems  Russia  is  having, 
we  can  continue  to  share  the  faith  on  radio.  ...  It 
has  been  a  rocky  road  holding  the  finances  together, 
but  very  cost  effective  to  reach  more  than  70  million 


people.' 


-The  Rev.  Brian  Brightly 


It  has  been  created  with  the  bless¬ 
ing  of  Ruediger  R.  Minor,  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  bishop  who  resides  in 
Moscow. 

More  coming 

The  program  is  produced  in  the 
Russian  language,  but  is  broadcast 
in  English  once  a  month. 

Digest  is  “the  religious  voice  in 
the  secular  media  allowing  the  Rus¬ 
sian  people  to  learn  what  is  happen¬ 
ing  through  religious  institutions,” 
said  Ms.  Yocom. 

It  will  serve  as  the  core  of  two  ex¬ 
periments  in  localizing  radio  for 
broadcast  markets  outside  of  Mos¬ 
cow. 

In  St.  Petersburg,  Russia,  the 
Rev.  Andre  Pukov,  pastor  of  Push¬ 
kin  Methodist  Church,  each  week 
will  follow  15  minutes  of  Digest 
with  1 5  minutes  of  locally  produced 
programming. 

The  broadcast  will  include  Chris¬ 
tian  music  and  preaching  aimed  at 
the  greater  St.  Petersburg  audience — 
approximately  7  million  people. 

In  Samara]  Russia,  the  United 
Methodist  Church’s  relationship 
with  the  Russian  Orthodox  Church 
is  more  delichte. 

Because  he  is  not  allowed  to  pro¬ 
mote  his  own  church,  the  Rev.  Vla- 
dislov  Spectrov  intends  to  train  at 
the  Digest  production  facility  in 


Moscow. 

While  there,  he  will  produce  a  se¬ 
ries  of  devotional  music  programs 
lasting  three  to  five  minutes  each 
and  place  them  for  broadcast  in  Sa¬ 
mara. 

Mr.  Siminova  and  the  Moscow 
staff  will  serve  as  consultants  to 


Spectrov  on  this  project. 

“Despite  the  political  problems 
Russia  is  having,  we  can  continue 
to  share  the  faith  on  radio,”  said 
Mr.  Brightly. 

“It  has  been  a  rocky  road  holding 
the  finances  together,  but  very  cost 
effective  to  reach  more  than  70  mil¬ 
lion  people.” 

Mr.  Brightly  says  he  hopes  that  in 
the  future,  10  to  15  U.S.  districts  or 
individual  churches  each  will  feel 
the  mission  call  to  give  financial 
support  to  a  local  Methodist  radio 
program  in  Russia. 

Mr.  Baker  is  editor-writer  for 
United  Methodist  News  Service. 


PAUMCS 


Professional  Association  of  United  Methodist  Church  Secretaries 

Annual  Conference 
May  18-21, 1995  *  Bloomington,  MN 

Glenna  Salsbury  •  The  Rev.  M.  Susan  Peterson  *  Dr.  Stuart  Robertshaw 

"Living  a  Transformed  Life" 

....on  the  cutting  edge  ....walking  with  faith  ....with  humor 

Registration  -  $160  ($175  after  April  20,  1995) 

Deadline  -  May  1 

For  information  contact  -  Lorraine  Torpy  (612)  561-8326  after  6  pm  (CST)  or 
6925  Humboldt  Ave.  #302B,  Brooklyn  Center,  MN  55430 


PAUMCS.  organized  April  14,  1982,  provides  Its  members  with  a  support  base  for  unity  and 
fellowship  in  order  to  enhance  individual  growth,  professional  development,  continuing 
education,  and  spiritual  enrichment. 
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Reggie  Skains, 
SECOND  FROM 
LEFT,  of  Downs- 
ville,  and  Allen 
Tuten  of  Trinity 
UMC,  Ruston, 
with  Indian  lay 
leader  of  the 
Coco  Cay 
Church,  LEFT, 
and  Rev.  Dono- 
val  Johnson, 
RIGHT,  Method¬ 
ist  missionary.  IN 
TOP  PHOTO:  A 
mother  and  child 
are  at  home. 

59th  mission  project  and  counting . . . 

Panama  islands  offer  challenge 


Food  Bank  gifts  'Show  You  Care' 


Physicians,  dentists,  nurses,  profes¬ 
sional  carpenters  and  a  support  staff  are 
needed  to  participate  in  a  Central 
American  Work  Camp  1995  being  orga¬ 
nized  by  Rev.  Augie  Aamodt  of  First 
UMC,  Shreveport. 

The  volunteers  will  work  in  the  is¬ 
lands  of  Coco  Cay  and  Bocas  Del  Toro 
on  the  east  coast  of  Panama,  July  1  to 
15.  Deadline  for  signing  up  is  March 
15. 

Sponsored  by  First  UMC,  the  project 
will  be  held  on  the  30th  anniversary  of 
that  church’s  first  international  work 
camp.  Aamodt,  director  of  planned  giv¬ 
ing  at  the  church,  will  lead  his  59th  mis¬ 
sion  trip.  He  and  others  from  Louisiana 
Conference  scouted  the  area  in  October 
and  decided  on  specific  projects.  The 
work  camp  will  rebuild  a  church  for  the 
Guaymi  Indian  Methodists,  assist  with 
medical  and  dental  needs  and  give  oth¬ 
er  aid  to  people  on  the  two  islands. 


Aamodt  said  the  project  promises  to 
be  difficult  and  exciting.  “The  six  need¬ 
ed  immunizations  frighten  some  peo¬ 
ple,”  he  mentioned  and  added,  “  I  only 
select  the  greatest  challenges  and  the 
most  difficult  jobs.” 

After  his  visit,  Allen  Tuten,  adminis¬ 
trator,  Lincoln  General  Hospital,  Rus¬ 
ton,  who  will  be  part  of  the  team,  said, 
“It  was  like  going  back  in  history  200 
years.” 

Adults  desiring  to  join  the  work  team 
may  call  Aamodt,  318-  424-7771.  Do¬ 
nations  (tax  deductible)  toward  church 
construction  materials  will  be  forward¬ 
ed  to  the  Costa  Rica-Panama  District  of 
the  UMC.  Make  checks  out  to  Mission 
Work  Camp  of  First  UMC  and  send  to 
Rev.  Augie  Aamodt,  P.  O.  Drawer 
1567,  Shreveport  LA  71165-1567.  Peo¬ 
ple  joining  the  team  will  pay  their  own 
expenses. 


Award-winning  Louisiana  United  Methodist 

Newspaper  will  offer  prizes 
in  annual  subscription  drive 

remind  readers  that  UMC  is  a  connec- 
tional  church  that  extends  way  beyond 
the  local  church.  It  is  imperative  that 
members  keep  informed  on  what  is  hap¬ 
pening  on  a  district,  Conference,  na¬ 
tional  and  international  level. 

With  the  General  Conference  coming 
up  in  1996,  much  is  being  written  about 
possible  changes  in  our  church  struc¬ 
ture.  Special,  supplemental  pages  keep 
readers  abreast  of  happenings  with  our 
local  agencies  such  as  the  children’s 
homes. 


The  United  Methodist  Reporter,  Loui¬ 
siana  United  Methodist,  award-winning 
Conference  newspaper,  is  engaged  in  its 
annual  subscrip- 
tion  campaign. 
f  Prizes  are  being  of¬ 

fered  to  the  large 
and  small  church 
that  bring  in  the 
most  subscriptions  (per  member)  dur¬ 
ing  the  “We  Love  the  Louisiana  United 
Methodist”  campaign. 

The  two  prize-winning  churches  will 
each  be  featured  during  1995  on  a  spe¬ 
cial,  supplemental  page  in  the  Louisiana 
United  Methodist.  Each  winner  will 
have  half  a  page  for  photos  and  infor¬ 
mation  about  any  phase  of  the  church’s 
activities  or  its  history.  (Photos  and  in¬ 
formation  will  be  turned  in  to  Editor 
Dotty  Bagbey  who  will  prepare  the 
page). 

Bulletin  inserts 

For  the  subscription  drive,  bulletin 
inserts,  complete  with  subscription 
forms,  are  being  mailed  to  senior  minis¬ 
ters  of  all  local  churches  and  charges. 

Congregations  are  asked  to  encourage 
and  accept  new  and  renewed  subscrip¬ 
tions  from  members  and  to  write  one  or 
more  large  checks  from  the  church  to: 
Louisiana  Conference,  with  a  notation 
for  “the  newspaper.”  Lists  of  names 
and  addresses  of  subscribers  also  should 
accompany  the  check.  There  should  be 
an  indication  as  to  whether  the  sub¬ 
scription  is  new  or  a  renewal. 

For  the  first  time  in  several  years,  the 
subscription  has  been  increased,  and 
only  by  50  cents,  making  it  $12.50  for 
52  issues,  delivered  each  week  for  a 
year.  The  nominal  increase  is  due  to 
boosts  in  postage  and  newsprint  costs. 

Send  all  subscriptions  to:  Dotty  Bag¬ 
bey,  Louisiana  United  Methodist  Sub¬ 
scriptions,  527  North  Boulevard,  Baton 
Rouge  LA  70802-5700. 

Subscriptions  are  accepted  through¬ 
out  the  year,  but  in  February  and 
March  of  each  year  a  special  drive  is 
conducted. 

Each  church  is  asked  to  use  the  bulle¬ 
tin  inserts  and  also  to  mention  the  cam¬ 
paign  in  local  bulletins,  newsletters, 
church  newspapers  and  from  the  pulpit. 
A  mention  on  more  than  one  Sunday 
reaches  more  members. 

Fund-raiser 

Sunday  school  classes  and  other 
groups  within  the  church  who  are  inter¬ 
ested  in  a  fund-raiser  connected  with 
the  subscription  campaign  (or  any  time 
during  the  year)  may  contact  Bagbey 
(504-  346-1646)  for  details.  Any  other 
questions  about  the  drive  may  be  di¬ 
rected  to  her. 

Bishop  Oden  has  said  he  would  like 
for  every  pastor  and  member  to  receive 
the  Louisiana  United  Methodist. 

News  and  photos  in  the  entire  paper 


Upper  Room  Sunday  School  Class  of  Algiers  UMC,  New  Orleans,  displays 
food  gifts.  The  class  placed  first  in  the  'Show  You  Care'  project.  Classes 
were  challenged  by  the  third-sixth  grade  class  in  a  "Show  You  Care"  food 
bank  drive.  The  class  vowed  to  weigh  results  as  people  on  January  diets 
brought  in  all  those  extra  calories.  "You'll  have  something  to  lose  and 
something  to  gain  by  helping  the  hungry  people  in  our  neighborhood," 
members  declared. 


Junior  DeLattre 
of  the  Junior/Se¬ 
nior  High  Sun¬ 
day  School  Class 
of  Algiers  UMC, 
New  Orleans, 
"weighs  in"  with 
some  of  the  75 
pounds  of  food 
donated  by  his 
class  for  a 
"Show  You 
Care"  drive.  The 
innovative  cam¬ 
paign  targeted 
people  who 
made  New 


Year's  Resolu¬ 
tions  to  lose 
weight. 


Bishop  Oden,  one  of  the  most  active 
members  of  the  UM  Council  of  Bish¬ 
ops,  writes  a  lively  and  informative  col¬ 
umn  in  each  issue. 

The  Conference  newspaper,  Louisi¬ 
ana  United  Methodist  written  and  edit¬ 
ed  in  Baton  Rouge,  received  a  coveted 
award  in  national  competition  last  fall 
at  the  National  News  Convocation 
sponsored  by  United  Methodist  Associ¬ 
ation  of  Communicators  and  United 
Methodist  News  Service. 

UMCOR  approves  warehouse 


Endowment  Sunday  focus  set 


Endowment  Sunday,  former¬ 
ly  Foundation  Sunday,  will  be 
observed  in  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  March  12. 

The  focus  will  be  on  local 
church  endowment  and  how  the 
foundation  can  help  the  local 
church  build  its  endowment, 
Ray  Caraway,  associate  direc¬ 
tor,  said. 

Bulletin  inserts  for  Endow¬ 


ment  Sunday  and  other  infor¬ 
mation  are  available  by  calling 
the  foundation  office,  504-346- 
1535. 

Dr.  Kenneth  Reed,  founda¬ 
tion  director,  will  speak  during 
Endowment  Sunday  obser¬ 
vances  March  12  at  the  8:15 
and  10:30  a.m.  worship  services 
in  Blackwater  UMC.  Rev.  Doug 
deGraffenried  is  the  pastor. 


Sager-Brown's  cup  runneth  over 
as  center  shines  in  national  focus 


Sager-Brown  Center  for  Enabling  Ministries  was  again  the 
national  focus  as  50  of  the  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Reliefs  national  disaster  relief  specialists  from  several  states 
met  there  Feb.  20-22. 

During  the  same  week,  UM  Communications’  photogra¬ 
phers  and  television  cameras  were  in  Baldwin.  The  center 
was  filmed  to  be  featured  in  One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing  ma¬ 
terials  and  promotion  next  year. 

Sager-Brown  and  Louisiana  Conference’s  cup  runneth 
over  as  it  was  announced  that  the  UMCOR  board  had  ap¬ 
proved  the  proposed  40,000  square-foot  warehouse.  Louisi¬ 
ana  United  Methodist,  Conference  newspaper,  earlier 
reported  plans  to  build  the  structure,  but  the  project  is  now 
official. 


Bids  will  soon  be  let  for  construction  on  the  grounds. 
Sager-Brown  is  right  in  the  center  of  the  Baldwin  community 
and  has  been  visited  by  Volunteer  in  Mission  work  teams 
from  all  over  America  since  Hurricane  Andrew.  The  center 
once  was  a  boarding  school.  Property  and  buildings  are  still 
owned  by  the  Women’s  Division. 

Sarah  Schoeffler,  Sager-Brown  director,  Walter  Parker, 
board  director  and  volunteer,  and  Dr.  Gerald  Richardson, 
superintendent  of  Acadiana  District,  were  on  hand  to  greet 
the  disaster  relief  specialists  from  throughout  the  United 
States  and  the  photographers.  Also  visiting  the  center  was 
Denise  Stovall  of  Dallas,  associate  editor  of  The  United 
Methodist  Reporter.  (See  inside  pages  for  her  story  and  pho¬ 
tos.) 


Around  the  Conference 


Hosanna! 


Lent  brings  with  it  a  number  of  spe¬ 
cial  classes,  services  and  activities  in  lo¬ 
cal  churches. 

St.  Mat¬ 
thew’s  UMC, 
Metairie, 
will  sponsor 
a  six-part  se¬ 
ries  of  6:15  p.m.  Sunday  services  begin¬ 
ning  March  5,  Jack  C.  Long, 
communications  co-chair,  reports.  The 
theme,  “A  Spiritual  Banquet  of  Life,” 
will  center  on  various  aspects  of  the 
Christian  life  with  topics  that  sound  like 
food.  For  example,  two  are  “Staples  of 
Life”  and  “Sweets  of  Life.”  Each  service  is 
planned  by,  and  will  be  presented  by,  dif¬ 
ferent  age  groups.  Marvin  McFarland  is 
chair  of  the  Inviting  Work  Area  and 
Rev.  William  Eubanks  is  pastor. 


During  Lent,  First  UMC,  Shreveport, 
will  sponsor  a  Lenten  home  study  in 
various  geographic  regions  of  the  city. 
Gail  Head  is  registering  interested  per¬ 
sons  for  Sunday  or  Wednesday  evening 
sessions  to  be  held  March  5-April  5. 

*  *  ♦ 

Special  Lenten  services  at  First 
UMC,  Houma,  began  with  one  on  Ash 
Wednesday,  March  1,  and  will  continue 
each  Wednesday  at  6:30  p.m.  through 
April  5.  Theme  Will  be  “The  Body  of 
Christ,”  and  will  include  brief  dialogues 
and  Communion  administered  by  Dr. 
Alan  Dee  Einsel,  pastor. 

•  •  • 

Leif  Pedersen  was  named  director  of 
community  relations  and  development 


for  Methodist  Health  System  Founda¬ 
tion/Methodist  Hospital,  New  Orleans. 

A  hospital  employee  for  more  than  sev¬ 
en  years,  he  formerly  was  director  of  de¬ 
velopment.  In  the  new  position,  he  will 
be  responsible  for  media  relations,  com¬ 
munity  affairs,  hospital  publications 
and  all  fund-raising  activities  of  the 
Methodist  Health  system. 

Pedersen,  a  native  of  New  Orleans, 
majored  in  speech  and  communications 
at  Southeastern  Louisiana  University 
where  he  serves  as  chair  of  the  SLU 
Music  Department's  Pottle  Endowment 
Fund.  He  also  is  a  member  of  the 
boards  of  the  Louisiana  Philharmonic 
Orchestra  and  the  Norwegian  American 
Chamber  of  Commerce  and  is  board  of 
trustees  chair  of  the  Norwegian  Sea¬ 
men’s  Church. 


Used  to  be . . . 
now  it  seems 

Bishop 

William  B.  Oden 

I  read  all  the  church  newsletters  and  newspapers  sent  to  me. 

Sometimes,  I  come  into  the  office  on  Saturday  morning,  kick  off  my  shoes, 
fix  some  bad  coffee  and  go  through  the  local  churches  news  and  pastor’s  col¬ 
umns.  While  I  appreciate  all  the  columns,  occasionally  one  especially  catches  my 
eye.  The  following  pastor's  column  by  Steve  Caraway  especially  caught  my  eye: 

Used  to  be . . . 

Families  on  television  were  pretty  much  of  the  cookie-cutter  variety:  Mom, 
Dad,  two  or  three  kids.  Call  them  the  Cleavers  (“Leave  It  to  Beaver”),  the  An- 
dersons  (“Father  Knows  Best”)  or  the  Nelsons  (“The  Adventures  of  Ozzie  and 
Harriet”). 

Now  it  seems . . . 

Families  on  television  are  made  up  of  single-  parents  with  two  or  three  kids. 
In  one  case,  there  were  two  fathers  and  a  daughter  (“My  Two  Dads”). 

Used  to  be . . . 

Teenagers  would  talk  about  the  latest  record  they  bought  —  an  Elvis  Presley 
recording  or  Frankie  Vallee  and  the  Four  Seasons. 

Now  it  seems . . . 

There  are  teenagers  who  have  never  listened  to  a  record.  Rather,  they  listen 
to  tapes  or,  of  more  recent  times,  a  “c.d.”  (compact  disc).  The  musicians  (a 
loosely  used  term  here)  are  people  named  Courtney  Love  and  her  group  Hole, 
or  Ugly  Mother  and  the  Sewer  Rats  and  such. 

Used  to  be . . . 

A  baseball  player  was  measured  by  his  batting  average,  home  run  and  “runs 
batted  in”  numbers  or,  if  a  pitcher,  his  earned  run  average  and  his  strikeout  to¬ 
tals. 

Now  it  seems  . . . 

A  baseball  player  is  measured  by  the  length  of  his  contract  the  salary  he  is 
making,  and  whether  or  not  he  is  a  “free  agent.” 

Used  to  be . . . 

We  typed  our  letters,  mailed  them  with  a  stamp,  called  long-distance,  and 
copied  things  on  a  mimeograph. 

Now  it  seems . . . 

We  write  our  letters  on  word  processors,  save  them  on  a  hard-drive,  “fax” 
them  to  their  destination,  and  copy  documents  on  a  photo-copier  (with  duplex¬ 
ing  capabilities). 

Used  to  be . . . 

Churches  were  places  where  one  expected  to  hear  “Are  you  saved”  sermons 
in  somber  worship  services.  The  “preachers”  were  always  male  and  beheld 
with  a  certain  amount  of  awe.  The  hymns  were  composed  fifty  years  before,  at 
least,  and  played  to  the  accompaniment  of  an  organ  or  a  piano.  The  buildings 
were  old,  dark,  but  stately. 

Now  it  seems . . . 

Worship  is  celebration.  Preachers  are  male  and  female  and  seen  as  one  of 
the  guys  and  gals.  Songs  in  the  hymnal  are  from  Amy  Grant  and  Andrae 
Crouch  and  sung  to  the  accompaniment  of  a  guitar  or  a  synthesizer.  The  build¬ 
ings  are  air-conditioned  and  have  textured  walls  in  the  hallways. 

The  Church  continues  to  be  a  reflection  of  the  society  it  serves.  The  “ole  time 
religion”  served  us  well.  But,  times  have  changed,  tastes  have  changed  and, 
most  critically,  the  nature  of  the  life  we  live  has  changed. 

Yet,  one  thing  remains  constant. 

The  God  we  worship  and  serve  is  the  same  yesterday,  today,  and  tomorrow. 
Sin  is  still  sin  and  the  need  for  a  personal  relationship  with  Jesus  Christ-  - 
however  that  takes  place  —  is  as  great  as  ever. 

I  look  forward  to  worshiping  with  you  on  Sunday  and  seeing  you  in  your 
place. 


Church  sees  Monet  Exhibit 


With  thoughts  turning  toward 
spring  and  flowers,  members  of  As- 
bury  UMC,  Lafayette,  scheduled  a 
visit  to  New  Orleans  to  see  the  Mo¬ 
net  Exhibit  of  paintings  done  at  Gi- 
vemy  Gardens.  A  bus  trip  to  the 
New  Orleans  Museum  of  Art  was 
set  for  March  2. 

The  paintings  created  late  in  life 


by  the  French  impressionist,  are  in¬ 
terspersed  with  photographs  of  the 
gardens  located  in  the  countryside 
at  his  home  near  Paris. 

After  viewing  the  art  works,  the 
visitors  from  Lafayette  went  to  the 
Riverwalk  for  lunch  and  shopping. 

Senior  minister  is  Rev.  Robert  L. 
Burgess. 


"Conflict  Utilization  " 


Clergy  Professional  Day 

led  by 

Dr.  Don  Bossart 
lliff  School  of  Theology 

Thursday,  March  30,  1995 
10:00  -  4:00  (registration  at  9:30) 

Northwood  UMC,  Lafayette 
4530  Moss  SL  -  at  Gloria  Switch  Rd.  off  1-49 

Cost:  $10  (Includes  lunch)  to  be  paid  at  the  door 
.5  CEU  credit  available 
Pre-register  by  March  24 

Tri-district  workshop  sponsors:  Acadiana,  Alexandria  and  Lake  Charles. 
Dr.  J.  Lawrence  Maddin  said:  “Dr.  Bossart’s  approach  to  conflict  is  a  bit 
different  and  I  believe  you  will  like  it.” 

To  pre-register  send  name,  address  and  phone  number  to:  Lake  Charles 
District  Office,  816  Kirkman  St.,  Lake  Charles  LA  70601. 


Summer  camping 

Make  a  memory  by  attending  a  summer  church  camp. 

See  other  pages  of  the  paper  for  news  of  camping  at  three  Louisiana  Conference 
camps-Caney  Lake,  Istrouma  and  Uskichitto  Retreat  Center.  Camp  Day  is  set  for 
Sunday,  March  19. 


Faith  forum 


MARCH  3,  1995 


The  United  Methodist 


REPORTER 


Foundations  of  United  Methodist  faith 


To  fulfill  this  newspaper’s  role  as  a  shaper  of 
United  Methodist  thought  and  experience,  the  Edi¬ 
torial  staff  assigned  itself  to  develop  this  seven-part 
series  of  editorials  dealing  with  the  foundations  of 
United  Methodist  faith. 

In  essence,  we  have  tried  to  answer  the  question, 
“What  does  it  mean  to  be  a  United  Methodist?” 

We  offer  these  United  Methodist  understandings 
of  the  Christian  faith  as  a  reminder  for  those  who 
have  been  members  of  the  church  for  many  years  as 
well  as  a  primer  for  new  members’  nurture  and 
growth. 

The  section  titled  “Our  Theological  Task"  from 
our  church’s  Book  of  Discipline  was  used  as  a  foun¬ 
dation  for  these  answers. 

These  are  the  titles  in  the  series: 

■  March  3 

Meaning  of  Membership:  Prayers,  Presence,  Gifts 
and  Service 
S  March  1 0 

Scripture:  The  Foundation  of  Faith 

■  March  1 7 

Tradition:  4,000  years  a  Beginning 


■  March  24 

Experience:  Putting  Faith  into  Action 

■  March  3 1 

Reason:  Bom  from  the  Enlightenment 

■  April  7 

Jesus  is  Center:  A  Foot  in  Both  Worlds — Theology 
of  the  cross. 

■  April  1 4 

Christ  is  risen:  Death  Has  No  Victory — Theology  of 
an  empty  tomb. 

In  keeping  with  the  Lenten  season,  we  have  cho¬ 
sen  the  Jerusalem  cross  as  a  symbol  for  this  series. 
This  Greek-style  cross  with  four  smaller  crosses  has 
symbolized  both  the  four  wounds  of  Jesus  and  the 
four  quadrants  of  the  Earth.  We  use  it  to  be  remind¬ 
ed  of  our  United  Methodist  Christian  faith  centered 
in  the  death  and  resurrection  of  Jesus  Christ  and 
based  upon  the  Wesleyan  quadrilateral  of  Scripture, 
Tradition,  Experience  and  Reason. 

— Cynthia  B.  Aslle,  Diane  Huie  Balay,  Daniel  R. 
Gangler,  John  A.  Lovelace,  Debra  McKnight  and 
Denise  Johnson  Stovall. 


Lenten 


Editorial  Series 


Meaning  of  Membership 


We  vow  to  be  members  of  Christ's  body 


Now  is  the  beginning  of  Lent,  a 
40-day  reflection  of  who  we  are  as 
Christians.  This  is  a  time  to  re¬ 
member  Jesus’  life  and  death  as 
we  prepare  to  celebrate  His  resur¬ 
rection  at  Easter.  This  is  a  fitting 
time  to  reflect  upon  a  United 
Methodist  understanding  of  the 
Christian  faith.  We  begin  with: 

Will  you  be  loyal  to  The  United 
Methodist  Church  and  uphold  it 
by  your  prayers,  your  presence, 
your  gifts  and  your  service? 

I  will. 

Familiar  words,  those,  from 
page  48  of  the  United  Methodist 
Hymnal.  More  importantly, 
they’re  lodged  in  the  memory 
bank  of  millions  of  United  Meth¬ 
odists  who  one  day  stood  in  front 
of  a  local  congregation  and  en¬ 
tered  into  a  worldwide  church. 

The  wider  significance  of  those 
membership  vows  is  most  accu¬ 
rately  appreciated  when  the  vows 
are  paired  with  a  brief  passage 
from  The  United  Methodist 
Book  of  Discipline,  Paragraph 
210:  “A  member  of  any  local 
United  Methodist  church  is  a 


Editorial 

member  of  the  total  United 
Methodist  connection.” 

This  says  that  from  the  time 
we  receive  our  sacred  vows  as 
United  Methodists,  we  “belong" 
to  the  church  both  locally  and 
globally.  Spiritually,  we  vow  to 
be  members  of  Christ’s  body 
both  in  our  local  congregation 
and  in  the  universal  church — all 
of  Christianity.  In  essence  we  be¬ 
come  members  of  the  same  uni¬ 
versal  family  whose  name  is 
“Christian.” 

It’s  an  important  duality  as  we 
United  Methodists  face  what 
seem  to  be  increasing  pressures 
brought  about  by  disagreements, 
misunderstandings  or  ignorance 
about  how  United  Methodists 
and  others  agree  to  live  together 
as  an  expression  as  well  as  a  part 
of  Christ’s  holy  and  universal 
church. 

We  organize  locally,  regionally 
and  globally  to  do  things  at  each 
level  of  the  church  that  can  best 


be  done  there. 

For  instance,  we  receive  com¬ 
munion  and  baptism  in  our  local 
congregation,  our  approximation 
of  an  immediate  family.  The  sac¬ 
raments  are  most  effectively  cele¬ 
brated  within  the  life  of  the 
congregation,  among  the  lives  of 
members  we  experience  week  in 
and  week  out,  members  who  sup¬ 
port  us  and  members  we  support 
along  life’s  journey. 

Conversely,  we  can  better 
launch  a  denomination-wide  em¬ 
phasis  like  the  Disciple  Bible 
study  from  an  international  base, 
taking  advantage  of  superior 
scholarship  with  the  best  meth¬ 
ods  available  to  us  all. 

Regionally,  within  annual  con¬ 
ferences,  we  best  emphasize  pro¬ 
grams,  camps,  leadership  training 
and  ministerial-deployment — tal¬ 
ents  which  are  best  found  and  uti¬ 
lized  regionally  for  the  common 
good  of  several  hundred  congrega¬ 
tions  in  a  given  region. 

United  Methodist  membership 
vows  break  no  new  ground. 
Rather  they  are  reminders  that 
each  person  who  takes  the  vows 


of  United  Methodist  member¬ 
ship  becomes  a  member  of  some¬ 
thing  bigger  and  often  bolder 
than  the  local  congregation  with 
whose  other  members  he  or  she 
gains  closest  affiliation. 

The  Apostle  Paul,  in  a  passage 
sometimes  described  as  “the 
spiritual  unity  of  believers,” 
gives  us  the  model  in  unmistak¬ 
ably  human  terms: 

"There  are  many  members,  yet 
one  body.  And  the  eye  cannot  say 
to  the  hand  7  have  no  need  of 
you;'  nor  again  the  head  to  the 
feet. . .  If  one  member  suffers,  all 
the  members  suffer  with  it;  or  if 
one  member  is  honored,  all  the 
members  rejoice  with  it.  Now  you 
are  the  body  of  Christ,  and  mem¬ 
bers  individually  (1  Corinthians 
12:20-21)." 

In  the  following  six  weeks  this 
editorial  series  will  expand  to  in¬ 
clude  a  quadrilateral  (four-fold) 
understanding  of  faith  through 
Scripture,  Tradition,  Experience 
and  Reason.  The  series  will  con¬ 
clude  with  faith  reflections  about 
the  death  and  resurrection  of  Je¬ 
sus  Christ. 


Reader:  Bishop's  remark 
on  board  move  unfair 


It  is  heartbreaking  to  read  the 
comments  attributed  to  Bishop  Fel¬ 
ton  E.  May  (see  UMR,  Feb.  17)  that 
the  move  of  the  United  Methodist 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
mandated  by  the  1992  General 
Conference  is  “just  to  satisfy  the 
political  immaturity  of  those  who 
do  not  know  that  Christ  is  truly 
Lord  of  all  life.” 

That  is  such  a  judgmental  and  un¬ 
fair  statement  it  was  my  hope  that 
Bishop  May  was  misquoted,  for  to 
attack  and  impugn  the  integrity  and 
faith  of  a  majority  of  the  delegates 
to  the  1992  General  Conference  is 
serious  business,  especially  from 
one  of  our  episcopal  leaders. 

I  have  spoken  with  Bishop  May 
about  the  state.nent,  and  he  does 
not  wish  to  retract  it.  Bishop  May  is 
concerned  about  the  cost  involved 
in  moving  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  and  how  those 
dollars  might  otherwise  be  used. 

I  was  privileged  to  serve  as  chair¬ 
person  of  the  committee  that  rec¬ 
ommended  to  the  1992  General 
Conference  that  the  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  be  moved  from 
New  York  City.  There  were  15  of 
us,  three  from  each  of  the  jurisdic¬ 
tions  in  this  country,  and  after  three 
years  of  diligent  and  prayerful 
study,  and  with  the  independent 
support  of  Price  Waterhouse  &  Co., 
our  committee  favored  moving  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
by  a  vote  of  9-4.  Even  a  majority  of 
the  committee  members  from  the 
Northeastern  Jurisdiction  voted  in 
favor  of  the  move. 

Yes,  it  will  cost  a  significant  sum 
of  money  to  move,  but  our  commit¬ 
tee  and  Price  Waterhouse  found 
that  the  savings  in  costs  in  the  fu¬ 
ture  will  give  us  new  and  additional 
funds  for  the  work  of  the  church. 

As  an  analogy,  I  recently  had  to 
spend  $2,000  for  a  new  air  condi¬ 
tioning  unit  (a  large  expense  for 
anyone)  but  my  electric  bills  have 
decreased  $200  per  month  due  to 
increased  efficiency  in  operation. 
Who  would  say  I  shouldn’t  have 
spent  that  money? 

The  United  Methodist  Church  is 
the  only  remaining  mainline  de¬ 
nomination  of  any  size  to  be  cling- 


Letter  to 
the  Editor 

ing  to  the  outdated  notion  that 
there  is  value  in  having  headquar¬ 
ters  in  New  York  City,  one  of  the 
most  expensive  cities  in  the  U.S.,  if 
not  the  world,  in  which  to  do  busi¬ 
ness.  All  of  the  others  have  moved, 
and  with  good  cause.  Our  commit¬ 
tee  met  with  representatives  of 
some  of  those  other  denominations, 
and  they  are  happy  they  have 
moved. 

The  campaign  to  prevent  the 
move  of  the  General  Board  of  Glob¬ 
al  Ministries  began  even  before  the 
1992  General  Conference  was  end¬ 
ed.  It  is  well-orchestrated  and  well- 
funded  with  the  might  of  the  board 
behind  it  and  it  is  moving  toward 
its  climax  as  the  1996  General  Con¬ 
ference  nears. 

Certainly,  reasonable  minds  can 
differ  on  whether  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  should 
move,  but  it  is  disturbing  and,  in 
my  opinion,  highly  improper  for  a 
bishop  of  this  church  to  launch  into 
such  a  personal  attack  questioning 
the  faith  of  members  of  his  denomi¬ 
nation  because  they  disagree  with 
his  view.  I  can  say  without  reserva¬ 
tion  that  I  have  not  heard  one  per¬ 
son  favoring  the  move  make  such 
an  attack  on  the  faith  of  those  op¬ 
posing  the  move. 

Our  episcopal  leaders  are  supposed 
to  be  healers  and  to  lead  us  into  a 
greater  sense  of  the  love  and  presence 
of  Jesus  Christ  in  our  midst.  What  a 
shame  to  have  one  of  those  leaders,  a 
man  for  whom  I  have  had  great  re¬ 
spect,  making  a  verbal  attack  of  this 
nature.  It  certainly  does  not  inspire, 
lead  or  heal  us. 

Wm.  Randolph  Smith 

Houston.  Texas 

The  Reporter  welcomes  letters 
t  from  readers.  Address  letters  for  pub¬ 
lication  to  "Letters  to  the  Editor, " 
United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O. 
Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266- 
0275,  or  fax  letters  to  214-630-0079. 


Readers  respond  to  public  school-sanctioned  prayer  inquiry 


Responses  to  UMR's  recent  ", FaithLine "  poll  on  public  school- 
sanctioned  prayer  were  split  evenly  between  those  who  support  the 
practice  and  those  who  oppose  it.  Following  are  representative  ex¬ 
cerpts  from  some  68  total  responses. 


|  FaithLine 


Grayson  Hendricks,  Fresno, 
Calif.:  Prayer  in  school  is  what  peo¬ 
ple  think  other  people’s  kids  need! 
Stressing  self-respect  is  more  likely 
to  develop  respect  for  others  and 
human  institutions. 

Pete  Simpson,  Bloomington, 
Minn.:  An  amendment  allowing 
prayer  cannot  by  any  stretch  of  the 
imagination  be  considered  estab¬ 
lishing  a  religion.  The  really  sad 
thing  is  that  a  strict  and  literal  “in¬ 
terpretation"  of  the  second  phrase 
of  the  “establishment  clause”  would 
remove  the  need  for  an  amend¬ 
ment.  That  phrase  says  “nor  pro¬ 
hibit  the  free  exercise  thereof.” 
Obviously  “the  free  exercise  there¬ 
of’  would  include  praying  in  school 
or  anywhere  else. 

Nancy  Clune,  Ashburnham, 

Mass.:  Public  school-sanctioned 
prayers  are  NOT  appropriate!  I 
bring  my  children  to  church  to  learn 
about  religion.  Public  schools  can 
inculcate  universal  values  during 
discussions  of  literature  or  school 
rules. 

Mitchell  Kinder,  McDonald, 
Tenn.:  I  firmly  support  school 
prayer  and  Bible  readings.  How  will 
children  of  other  religions  or  no  re¬ 
ligion  at  all  have  the  opportunity  to 
hear  about  Christianity? 


Dorothy  King,  Ardmore,  Okla.: 

I’m  doubtful  that  a  public  school- 
sanctioned  prayer  spoken  aloud 
each  day  is  appropriate.  It  seems  to 
me  that  it  fosters  an  understanding 
of  prayer  as  a  ritual  bordering  on 
magic.  Universal  virtues  can  be 
taught  by:  1)  using  the  Bible  as  a 
source  book  in  teaching  secular  sub¬ 
jects;  2)  systematic  study  of  the  Bi¬ 
ble  for  its  literary  and  historic 
qualities;  3)  objective  instruction 
on  comparative  religion;  4)  study  of 
the  history  of  religion  and  its  role  in 
the  advancement  of  civilization. 

Marion  N.  Brown,  Pottstown,  Pa.: 

I  am  definitely  in  favor  of  Bible 
reading  and  silent  prayer  to  start 
the  school  day.  Since  the  1960s 
crime  and  moral  decay  have  in¬ 
creased  tremendously.  Our  country 
was  started  on  religious  principles.  I 
feel  this  is  one  reason  our  country 
has  survived  through  our  history. 

Pearl  V.  Vaught,  Houston:  I  am  a 

retired  teacher.  When  I  had  prayer 
in  my  home  room  each  day  I  made 
it  perfectly  clear  that  the  students 
weren’t  being  forced  to  do  anything 
or  to  believe  any  certain  things  but 
they  were  required  to  be  respectful 
of  the  rights  of  others  by  being  quiet 
and  not  disturbing  them.  How 
could  anyone  say  that  was  infring¬ 
ing  on  anyone’s  rights? 


Public  school- 

sanctioned 

prayers? 

What  do 
you  think? 


Are 
public  school- 
sanctioned 
prayers, 
spoken 
aloud  each 
day, 

appropriate? 
Why  or 
why  not? 


P.S.  101 


What  means  would  you  suggest 
to  teach  --  or  to  demonstrate, 
if  you  are  a  student  -•  universal 
virtues  in  public  schools? 


Jeanne  Gramstorff,  Farnsworth, 
Texas:  I  taught  school  during  years 
when  prayers  were  required  and 
aired  over  the  public  address  sys¬ 
tem.  The  kids  were  quiet  because 
they  had  to  be,  but  the  prayers 
meant  nothing.  Teachers  and  citi¬ 
zens  do  much  more  by  actions  of 
Christian  love  than  by  requiring 
and  imposing  a  certain  kind  of 
prayer  in  school. 
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REPORTER  ILLUSTRATION  BY  DEBRA  McKNIGHT 

Orville  R.  Davis,  Orlando,  Fla.: 

At  Edgewater  Senior  High  School  in 
Orlando  (1952-62)  the  school  day 
opened  with  devotions.  The  Stu¬ 
dent  Council  advisor  at  that  time, 
Everett  Wampler,  said,  “The  devo¬ 
tional  period  as  practiced  at 
Edgewater  during  the  1950s  was 
quite  effective.  Not  only  did  it  serve 
to  promote  religious  tolerance,  but 
it  also  set  the  ‘tone’  for  work 
throughout  the  day.  Students  of  all 
faiths  were  afforded  the  opportuni¬ 
ty  to  participate  in  selecting  biblical 
or  other  material  for  presentation.” 

Alan  S.  Brown,  West  Chester, 
Pa.:  Public  school-sanctioned 
prayer  doesn’t  allow  room  for  the 
winds  of  the  Holy  Spirit  to  blow  in 
each  person’s  life.  ...  It  would  be 
much  better  to  allow  children  and 
teachers  to  pray  in  quiet  at  various 
times  during  the  day,  best  recogniz¬ 
ing  that  true  prayer  arises  out  of  the 
individual’s  soul.  . . .  Study  of  the 
Bible  as  literature,  which  is  support 
by  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court,  should 
be  vigorously  pursued. 


Kent  L.  Svendsen,  Yorkville,  III.: 
Your  editorial  showed  a  picture  of 
school  athletes  praying  before  a 
game.  That  type  of  school-sanc¬ 
tioned  prayer  is  exactly  the  way  to 
teach  virtues  in  public  schools! 
Even  if  the  students  aren’t  listening, 
they  are  witnesses  to  the  fact  that 
their  teacher  or  another  student 
thinks  God  is  important  enough  to 
be  involved  in  their  day-to-day  ac¬ 
tivities. 

Emma  D.  Harper,  Vancouver, 
Wash.:  Public  school-sanctioned 
prayers  will  just  lead  to  more  court 
cases. 

Raymond  B.  Horan,  Wayland, 

N.Y.:  To  allow  the  government  to 
sanction  school  prayers  would  open 
Pandora’s  Box  to  all  sorts  of  prob¬ 
lems.  I  believe  that  the  most  inclu¬ 
sive  approach  to  this  issue  is  to 
allow  a  moment  of  silence  at  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  school  day  for  all  stu¬ 
dents  and  staff  to  reflect,  pray  or 
meditate.  Using  a  moment  of  si¬ 
lence  will  allow  those  who  are  so 
motivated  to  pray  while  at  the  same 
time  not  coercing  those  to  pray  who 
are  not  motivated  to  pray. 


Laurel  Johnson,  Alton,  Mo.:  This 
issue  is  nothing  more  than  a  play  on 
people’s  emotions  to  get  votes.  It  is 
my  right,  privilege  and  responsibil¬ 
ity  to  teach  my  children  our  reli¬ 
gious  beliefs.  It  isn’t  the  right, 
privilege,  responsibility  or  THE 
JOB  of  public  school  teachers. 

Uel  S.  Dixon,  St.  Petersburg,  Fla.: 
The  First  Amendment  has  been  am¬ 
plified  to  apply  to  almost  any  reli¬ 
gious  exercise  in  public.  What  was 
intended  by  our  forefathers  to  pro¬ 
tect  our  religious  faith  and  practice 
is  now  being  cleverly  used  to  de¬ 
stroy  them.  What  fools  the  former 
leaders  of  our  nation  were  to  oper¬ 
ate  the  schools  for  so  many  years  in 
violation  of  the  Constitution.  It’s  a 
miracle  that  our  nation  survived 
those  many  years  of  Bible  reading 
and  prayer  in  schools. 

Donald,  Linda,  Brooke  and 
Christa  Jones,  West  Paducah,  Ky.: 

School-sanctioned  prayers  are  ap¬ 
propriate  expressions  of  students’ 
free  exercise  of  religion.  They  can 
be  done  in  student-initiated  small 
groups  or  home  rooms.  Only  stu¬ 
dents  who  wish  to  pray  may  gather 
at  a  time  agreed  to  by  the  school. 


Christian 

Education 

The  Reporter  can ... 

9  enhance  Christian  Education 
9  provide  a  contemporary  resource 
for  Sunday  School  Classes 
9  tell  about  other  churches’  successes 
in  education 

This  Is  An  Opportunity  You  Need  To  Investigate! 

Call  Us  Now! 

Ron  Thomas  or  Kay  Fielder 
(214)630-6495  (800)947-0207 
FAX:  (214)630-0079 


P.O.  Box  660275.  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275 
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REPLACING  BUILDING:  Members  of 

Goshen  United  Methodist  Church,  near  Pied¬ 
mont,  Ala.,  recently  broke  ground  for  a  $1  mil¬ 
lion  worship  and  family  life  center  to  replace 
the  building  destroyed  by  a  tornado  on  Palm 
Sunday  1994  with  the  loss  of  20  lives.  The  new 
building  complex  will  look  like  a  butterfly 
from  above,  said  the  Rev.  Kelly  Clem,  whose 
daughter  Hannah,  4,  died  in  the  church  col¬ 
lapse.  The  new  sanctuary  will  seat  200-250 
worshipers.  Although  the  building  is  not  fully 
funded,  it  will  be  partly  paid  through  dona¬ 
tions  from  all  over  the  world. 


JURY  AWARDS  $135,000:  After  a 
lengthy  clergy  sexual  abuse  case,  a  state  jury 
recently  ruled  in  Seattle  in  favor  of  the  plain¬ 
tiff,  the  Rev.  Kay  Wright,  awarding  her 
$135,000.  The  jury  held  former  Sand  Point 
United  Methodist  pastor  Albert  Sweet  liable  for 
clergy  sexual  misconduct  and  accountable  for  60 
percent  of  the  award.  The  United  Methodist 
Pacific  Northwest  conference  must  pay  34  per¬ 
cent  for  what  the  jury  determined  to  be  its  fail¬ 
ure  to  respond  adequately  to  allegations  of 
misconduct.  Ms.  Wright  alleged  that  when  she 
was  a  secretary  in  the  Sand  Point  church,  Mr. 
Sweet  turned  counseling  sessions  with  her  into 
an  improper  sexual  relationship  from  1987  to 
1991.  The  jury  ruled  her  six  percent  responsible. 
Mr.  Sweet  surrendered  his  ministerial  credentials 
when  Ms.  Wright  filed  the  charges  in  1992  and 
is  on  disability  leave  from  pastoral  duties. 


BLANKETS  SENT  TO  JAPAN:  The 

United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  has  sent 
$10,000  for  blankets  in  response  to  the  Church 
World  Service  appeal  to  assist  people  affected 
by  the  Kobe,  Japan  earthquake.  Bob  Arnold  of 
the  Church  World  Service  staff  said  the  relief 
agency  has  forwarded  $47,000  of  its  projected 
$  1 00,000  appeal  so  far  to  the  Christian  church 
in  Japan.  Long-term  rehabilitation  efforts  will 
target  Korean  and  other  immigrants  who 
might  "fall  between  the  cracks”  of  government 
relief  work,  he  added. 

NATIVE  AMERICANS:  Claremont, 

Calif.,  will  be  the  site  of  a  national  event  May 
18-19  to  train  Native  Americans  to  work  within 
the  organization  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  to  serve  their  communities.  The  train¬ 
ing  event  is  part  of  a  four-year  comprehensive 
plan.  By  the  end  of  1996,  the  plan  calls  for  all 
68  of  the  church’s  regional  conferences  to  have 
committees  working  with  Native  American 
ministries. 

NO  END  IN  SIGHT:  No  resolution  is  in 
sight  for  the  civil  war  in  Sierra  Leone,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Rev.  Ted  and  Rosemary  Townsend,  a 
United  Methodist  missionary  couple  home  on 
leave  in  the  church’s  Detroit  regional  confer¬ 
ence  from  the  African  country.  Mr.  Townsend 
told  United  Methodist  News  Service  that  Sier¬ 
ra  Leonian  rebels  seem  to  come  from  a  num¬ 
ber  of  unidentified  factions  and  have  made  no 
specific  demands  or  calls  for  reform.  “Their 
motivation  is  not  known  either,”  he  said,  add¬ 
ing  that  randomness  of  their  attacks  is  part  of 
the  threat. 


FLOOD  RELIEF:  More  than  $817,000  has 
been  given  by  United  Methodists  for  flood  relief 
in  Georgia — most  of  it  coming  from  people  in 
Georgia.  By  January,  3,498  volunteers  in  235 
teams  had  done  clean-up  and  rebuilding  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  United  Methodist  Flood  Relief 
Center  in  Albany,  Ga. 


ALABAMA  TORNADO  RELIEF: 

United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  Re¬ 
sponse  Teams  continue  their  work  in  northern 
Alabama  following  recent  tornados.  United 
Methodist  churches  have  opened  their  build¬ 
ings  to  meet  victims’  needs.  Financial  support 
may  be  directed  to  United  Methodist  Advance 
No.  901670-1,  Domestic  Disaster  Reponse. 


Historic  missions  property  gets 
new  life  as  disaster-relief  center 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

BALDWIN,  La.— United 
Methodists  won’t  have  to  dodge 
“boomerang  boxes" — relief  ma¬ 
terials  that  come  back  undeliv¬ 
ered — when  they  ship  emergency 
relief  supplies  to  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
starting  this  summer. 

That’s  because  UMCOR  is 
building  a  warehouse  especially 
for  receiving  and  housing  relief 
materials  at  an  exclusively  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  site:  Sager  Brown 
Center  in  Baldwin,  La. 

The  46,000  square  foot  build¬ 
ing  is  planned  for  completion  in 
June. 

Owned  by  the  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  Women’s 
Division,  the  center  was  chosen 
as  the  site  of  the  new  warehouse 
after  UMCOR  was  re-introduced 
to  the  facility  following  Hurri¬ 
cane  Andrew  in  1992.  Before 
that,  the  22-acre  property  was 
not  being  fully  used. 

Sager  Brown  Center,  created  in 
1867,  was  historically  an  educa¬ 
tional  institutional  for  African- 
Americans  in  the  Louisiana 
bayou.  The  school  closed  in 
1978. 

Led  by  United  Methodist  lay- 
woman  Sarah  Schoeffler  of  La¬ 
fayette,  La.,  the  center  has 
become  a  focal  point  of  new  na¬ 
tional  and  regional  ministries. 


One  minute  the  center  is  housing 
volunteers-in-mission  from 
across  the  country;  another  min¬ 
ute  it  is  coordinating  a  food  dis¬ 
tribution  program  with  fresh 
vegetables  grown  on  the  grounds. 

UMCOR  spokesperson  Wendy 
Whiteside  said  Sager  Brown  Cen¬ 
ter  was  selected  for  the  ware¬ 
house  site  for  several  reasons: 

■  It  is  close  to  the  church's 
Southeast  and  South  Central  re¬ 
gions.  The  current  warehouse 
used  by  UMCOR  is  operated  by 
Church  World  Service  in  New 
Windsor,  Md.  UMCOR  has  had 
problems  with  staff  at  that  ecu¬ 
menical  facility  receiving  materi¬ 
als  in  good  order  from  United 
Methodist  churches. 

■  The  new  warehouse  will  be 
accessible  to  roads,  waterways, 
railways  and  airports.  Although 
Sager  Brown  is  an  hour  or  two 
away  from  an  interstate  highway, 
Ms.  Whiteside  says  that  the  new 
warehouse  will  still  be  more  acces¬ 
sible  than  the  New  Windsor  one. 

■  The  warehouse  is  expected 
to  help  with  redevelopment  of 
the  Louisiana  Bayou  area  still  re¬ 
covering  from  Hurricane  An¬ 
drew. 

Local  people  will  be  employed 
to  load  and  unload  goods,  catego¬ 
rize  items  and  take  inventory. 
They  will  also  learn  new  skills 
through  a  computerized  scanning 
system  expected  to  be  put  in 
place  later  in  the  year. 


■  The  center  is  owned  by  the 
church’s  General  Board  of  Glob¬ 
al  Ministries,  so  United  Method¬ 
ists  won’t  have  to  ask  permission 
to  have  programs  on  the  site. 

“But  more  importantly,  The 
United  Methodist  Church  has  a 
rich  history  here,”  said  Ms.  Whi¬ 
teside.  “Very  few  programs  were 
on  this  property  after  the  school 
closed,  which  had  a  devastating 
effect  on  this  community.” 

One  United  Methodist  who 
was  ecstatic  about  the  warehouse 
announcement  was  local  resident 
Mildred  Buckner. 

Chairwoman  of  the  adminis¬ 
trative  council  at  Trinity  United 
Methodist  across  the  street  from 
the  center  property,  Ms.  Buckner 
said  it  is  “truly  a  blessing”  to 
have  UMCOR  start  a  program 
on  the  Sager  Brown  property. 

Ms.  Buckner  doesn’t  mind  tell¬ 
ing  visitors  that  she  is  one  of 
three  generations  within  her  fam¬ 
ily  who  have  attended  Sager 
Brown  School.  Her  grandmother, 
Susie  Kinchen  Armelin,  was  one 
of  the  Jubilee  Singers  who  trav¬ 
eled  throughout  the  northern 
states  with  Methodist  missionary 
the  Rev.  William  Godman  to 
sing  in  Anglo  churches  to  raise 
money  for  the  school. 

That  was  when  Mrs.  Addie  G. 
Sager  and  Mrs.  C.W.M.  Brown 
discovered  the  educational  min¬ 
istry  and  purchased  the  school 
for  what  is  now  the  United  Meth- 
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BALDWIN,  La. — United  Methodist  deaconess  Virginia  Miller 
of  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  coordinator  of  the  churchwide  volunteer 
catastrophic  team,  discusses  a  new  annual  conference  "proto¬ 
col"  handbook  during  the  recent  UMCOR  training  meeting 
(see  accompanying  stories). 


odist  Women’s  Division. 

Ministries  at  Sager  Brown 
have  excited  not  only  local  resi¬ 
dents  but  also  volunteers  in  other 
parts  of  the  country. 

Rex  D.  Wyland,  from  Glad¬ 
stone,  Mo.,  came  to  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  center  to  volunteer  for  a  few 


weeks.  Now  he’s  staying  to  super¬ 
vise  the  warehouse  construction. 

“We’re  hoping  that  the  Sager 
Brown  warehouse  will  become 
the  relief  center  of  the  country,” 
said  Mr.  Wyland.  “We  want 
United  Methodists  to  take  the 
lead  in  relief  ministries.” 


UM  donations  for  African  relief  falling  short ,  says  official 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

BALDWIN,  La.— The  United 
Methodist  Church  needs  to  stay 
vitally  interested  in  the  crisis  on 
the  continent  of  Africa  to  show 
solidarity  with  our  church  mem¬ 
bers  there,  says  an  executive  with 
the  United  Methodist  Comittee 
on  Relief  (UMCOR). 

He  was  speaking  last  week  at  a 
training  meeting  for  UMCOR’s 
catastrophic-response  team  at 
Sager  Brown  Center  in  Baldwin. 

“We  know  that  some  annual 
(regional)  conferences  in  this 
country  have  been  consistent  in 
reponding  to  problems  in  Africa, 
such  as  Operation  Classroom 
and  other  programs,”  said  F. 
Lloyd  Rollins  of  the  UMCOR 
staff. 

“But  we  forget  that  the  best 
way  for  all  of  us  to  respond  is  to 
give  to  the  Bishops’  Appeal  for 
Africa.” 

The  UMCOR  staffer  expressed 
his  concern  about  “the  way  the 
general  church  treats  our  United 
Methodist  brothers  and  sisters  in 
Africa.” 

He  said  that  just  a  little  over 
$1  million  has  been  given  to  the 
Bishops’  Appeal  for  Africa.  With 
all  the  United  Methodist  pro¬ 
grams  on  the  African  continent, 
he  declared,  that  is  not  enough. 

“Those  African  people  are  not 
to  blame  because  of  what  has  hap¬ 
pened  to  them,”  Mr.  Rollins  con¬ 
tinued.  “It  is  never  the  will  of  the 
people  to  get  caught  in  the  middle 


when  a  disaster  strikes,  whether 
they  live  on  the  Louisiana  coast 
during  Hurricane  Andrew  or  in 
Liberia  during  a  civil  war. 


“We  must  give  people  in  a  cri¬ 
sis  not  only  our  sympathy  but 
our  empathy.  And,  in  the  case  of 
Africa,  our  entire  church  needs 


to  give  more.  It  is  our  Christian 
obligation.” 

Mr.  Rollins  described  his  most 
recent  trip  to  Africa  (Feb.  9-15) 


to  attend  the  meeting  of  the  Libe¬ 
ria  Annual  Conference.  He  also 
told  his  agency’s  disaster  coordi¬ 
nators  that  UMCOR's  elected  di¬ 
rectors  have  approved  an 
emergency  grant  of  $185,000  to 
Liberia. 

Some  $100,000  was  used  to 
fund  three  camps  for  Liberian 
refugees  in  Guinea.  Ivory  Coast 
and  Buchanan,  Liberia. 

Another  $85,000  was  allotted 
for  transporation  ministries.  Mr. 
Rollins  said  that  while  he  was  in 
West  Africa,  he  purchased  a  3'/!- 
ton  truck  for  the  Liberian  confer¬ 
ence. 

Through  the  hardships  of  war, 
Liberian  United  Methodists  have 
demonstrated  great  faith  by  start¬ 
ing  churches  and  mission  pro¬ 
grams,  said  Mr.  Rollins. 

Despite  sporadic  fighting  in 
outlying  areas  of  Liberia,  at  least 
1,000  United  Methodists  jour¬ 
neyed  to  the  annual  conference 
meeting  site. 

One  thing  that  impressed  Mr. 
Rollins  was  the  annual  confer¬ 
ence’s  work  in  agricultural  devel¬ 
opment.  Through  UMCOR 
grants,  Liberian  United  Method¬ 
ists  have  started  an  agricultural 
cooperative.  In  addition,  feeding 
programs  are  continuing  through 
the  Liberia  seed  program,  which 
distributes  food  seeds  collected 
by  American  United  Methodists. 

—DENISE  IOHNSON  STOVALL 
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BALDWIN,  La. — Rex  Wyland  of  Gladstone,  Mo.  and  Wendy  Whiteside  of  New  York  survey 
property  lines  of  the  proposed  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  Warehouse.  When  the 
debris  is  cleared,  a  chapel  is  slated  to  be  built  there  along  with  a  Japanese  garden  (see  accom¬ 
panying  stories). 


Available  In  20'  to  33'  models  (12-38  passenger) 


CHURCH  BUSES 
NEW  AND  USED 

(We  take  trade-ins) 

Call  Henry  Headden 
Carpenter  Bus  Sales,  Inc. 
Brentwood,  TN 
1-800-370-6180 
(615)371-6180 


Renewal  Ministries,  Inc. 


1995  Pastors  and  Leaders  Conference 


Gy  tGz  <lPoujex  of  {Jzs  c^foGy 
A  focus  on  John  17 

’Way  they  be  brought  to  complete  unity  to  let  the  world  know. . . 

April  23-26,  1995 

Aldersgate  United  Methodist  Church 
College  Station,  Texas 

"We've  seen  so  many  bur¬ 
dens  lifted  and  hurts  healed 
at  past  conferences.  Pastor 
after  pastor  has  been  filled 
with  the  Holy  Spirit.  This  is 
especially  true  for  denomina¬ 
tional  pastors  like  me. " 

Dr.  Terry  Teykl , 

Host  Pastor 


For  a  detailed  Information  brochure  write  or  call: 
RENEWAL  MINISTRIES,  6501  E.  Hwy  6  Bypass.  College  Station,  TX  77845 

(409)696-7729  FAX  (409)693-2093 


Russian  pastor  has  a  dream  for  her  church 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

A  Russian  United  Methodist 
clergywoman  has  asked  local 
churches  in  this  country  to  continue 
supporting  mission  work  in  the  for¬ 
mer  Soviet  Union  despite  problems 
related  to  her  unstable  country. 

The  Rev.  Oksana  Petrova,  pastor 
of  Holy  Trinity  United  Methodist 
Church  in  St.  Petersburg,  was  in  the 
United  States  to  thank  local  churches 
that  have  supported  the  United 
Methodist  Russian  Initiative. 

She  said  the  initiative  helps  give 
Russians  a  first-hand  explanation  of 
the  church  in  order  for  them  to  be 
good  Christians. 

“Don’t  be  discouraged,”  said  Dr. 
Petrova.  “Russia  is  still  going 
through  great  trials.  There  are  still 
many  people  with  weapons  that  are 
ready  to  start  a  revolt  at  any  time. 

“It’s  very  touching  for  me  to  see 
and  be  with  so  many  Christians.  I 
have  a  dream  that  more  Russians 
will  become  believers.  ” 

No  youth  group  for  her 

“Russians  have  been  without  reli¬ 
gion  for  so  long.  They  don’t  know 
the  word  of  God  or  what  God 
means.” 


Dr.  Petrova  told  a  group  of  sup¬ 
porters  in  the  church’s  North  Texas 
regional  conference  that  Russian 
people  are  really  open  to  receiving 
the  faith  in  the  1990s. 

But  she  said  she  remembers  when 


PHOTO  8Y  DENISE  IOHNSON  STOVAU. 

The  Rev.  Oksana  Petrova,  pastor 
of  Holy  Trinity  United  Methodist 
Church  in  St.  Petersburg,  Russia, 
points  out  churches  on  a  map  of 
her  homeland  to  Joann  Green¬ 
ing,  mission  secretary  for  Global 
Ministries  in  the  church's  North 
Texas  regional  conference. 


that  was  not  so.  A  former  scientist 
with  a  doctorate  in  engineering,  Dr. 
Petrova  says  she  never  had  the  op¬ 
portunity  as  a  young  person  to  be 
nurtured  in  the  faith. 

She  was  baptized  as  a  youth,  but 
her  father — a  Russian  naval  officer 
with  standing  in  the  Communist 
Party — kept  her  from  knowing 
about  the  Christian  faith. 

Her  grandmother,  who  lived  in 
Moscow,  was  a  believer  and  shared 
some  with  her. 

One  day  her  father  brought  home 
tickets  to  see  the  circus.  But  when 
he  told  her  about  them,  somehow 
Dr.  Petrova  thought  he  was  saying 
that  she  was  going  to  visit 
“churches.”  She  became  excited 
and  expressed  her  desire  to  attend 
church. 

“When  I  said  I  wanted  to  go  to 
church,  my  father  was  terrified,” 
she  said.  “It  would  have  been  a 
scandal  if  his  daughter  admitted 
wanting  to  attend  church.” 

Later  she  was  formally  intro¬ 
duced  to  religion  and  the  story  of 
Jesus  through  her  future  husband  in 
a  college  philosophy  class. 

“We  studied  the  history  of  reli¬ 
gion  together,  but  we  still  did  not 
have  access  to  the  Bible,”  she  said. 


“It  was  a  forbidden  book.” 

In  1986  she  received  her  first  Bi¬ 
ble  and  became  active  with  a 
church  group  as  an  evangelist. 

Later,  she  became  active  with 
The  United  Methodist  Church  and 
joined  in  1994. 

Now  married  and  the  mother  of 
two  sons.  Dr.  Petrova  is  working  to¬ 
ward  more  Christian  education  pro¬ 
grams  for  her  children  and  other 
youths.  Her  church  has  a  growing 
congregation  of  70  members. 

She  is  one  of  five  clergywomen 
among  the  18  Russian  United 
Methodist  ministers. 

Christian  camp  for  her  son 

Dr.  Petrova  said  that  Russian 
young  people  are  benefiting  from 
being  in  a  Christian  environment. 

“My  older  son,  for  example,  went 
to  a  Christian  camp  twice,”  she 
said.  “Since  we  started  this  pro¬ 
gram,  we  see  how  the  children  have 
more  Christian  love. 

“They  like  the  Bible,  They  are 
very  open  to  Christianity.” 

Another  successful  ministry  is  the 
church's  humanitarian  program. 

“This  is  good  for  the  elderly  be¬ 
cause  it  is  very  hard  for  them  to  get 
food,”  she  said. 
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VOLUNTEERS  NEEDED:  In  addition 

to  urgently  needed  financial  donations  for  edu¬ 
cation,  food  processing  and  health  care,  the 
Methodist  Church  in  Haiti  is  asking  for  short¬ 
term  volunteers  in  mission.  Especially  needed 
are  dentists,  doctors,  ophthalmologists  and 
trainers  in  construction  skills  as  well  as  teams 
to  renovate  buildings.  People  interested  in  vol¬ 
unteering  for  service  in  Haiti  can  contact  the 
Rev.  Keith  Rae  at  the  United  Methodist  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  at  (212)  870-3862. 

SUIT  FILED:  Six  women  filed  suit  for  civil 

damages  Feb.  23  in  Texas  state  district  court 
against  the  Rev.  Barry  Bailey,  former  senior 
minister  of  First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Fort  Worth.  The  suit  alleges  that  Dr.  Bailey 
used  aggression,  manipulation  and  seduction 
to  systematically  victimize  and  injure  “a  large 
number  of  women.”  Dr.  Bailey,  who  faces  sim¬ 
ilar  charges  in  the  church’s  Central  Texas  con¬ 
ference,  has  denied  wrongdoing.  He  resigned 
from  the  10,000-member  church  last  August. 

EDUCATORS  TO  MEET:  singing 

God’s  Song  in  a  New  Land”  will  be  the  theme 
for  the  next  biennial  convocation  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  Educators  Fellowship  in  San  Antonio  Oct. 
7-11,  1996.  The  event  attracts  volunteer  and 
paid  Christian  educators  from  local  churches, 
seminaries  and  colleges,  churchwide  agencies, 
and  regional  staffs  and  is  one  of  the  largest 
gatherings  of  its  kind  in  the  church. 

WANT  PLAN  CONTINUED:  The 

National  Plan  for  Hispanic  Ministries  adopted 
by  the  1992  United  Methodist  General  Confer¬ 
ence  should  be  continued  through  the  year 
2000,  according  to  the  plan’s  committee.  Com¬ 
mittee  members  voted  recently  to  ask  the  1 996 
General  Conference — the  denomination’s  top 
legislative  body — to  approve  the  plan’s  contin¬ 
uation  for  1996-2000.  The  Committee  on  His¬ 
panic  Ministries  also  will  request  $3.1  million 
to  fund  the  plan  during  that  period.  The  1 992 
General  Conference  had  appropriated  $2.7 
million  for  the  national  plan  for  1992-96. 

GAMBLING  FOE  HIRED:  The  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of  Church  and  Soci¬ 
ety  has  hired  the  Rev.  Tom  Grey  to  help  region¬ 
al  annual  conferences  and  congregations  orga¬ 
nize  against  gambling.  A  United  Methodist 
pastor  and  the  spokesperson  for  the  National 
Coalition  Against  Legalized  Gambling,  Mr. 
Grey  was  hired  as  part  of  the  board’s  new  proj¬ 
ect,  “Enough  Is  Enough:  Churches  and  Commu¬ 
nities  Working  Together  to  Stop  Gambling.” 


Firing  sets  off  controversy  on  campus 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

A  painful  drama  is  unfolding 
in  a  small  college  town  in  the 
hills  of  southern  Kentucky. 

United  Methodist-related  Lind¬ 
sey  Wilson  College  in  Columbia  is 
where  the  drama  began  just  before 
Christmas  break  when  volleyball 
coach  Diana  Chalfant  was  fired. 

Ms.  Chalfant,  30,  is  a  self- 
avowed  lesbian. 

Was  Ms.  Chalfant,  a  lifelong 
United  Methodist,  fired  because 
she  is  a  lesbian?  This  question  is 
at  the  heart  of  the  issue  which 
has  prompted  hot  words  and  bit¬ 
ter  tears  and  has  turned  into  a 
controversy  far  beyond  campus 
bounds. 

Regardless  whether  the  answer  is 
“yes”  or  “no,”  this  intensely  per¬ 
sonal  drama  has  provoked  a  micro- 
cosmic  debate  of  the  issue  United 
Methodists  and  other  Christians 
across  the  country — from  Sunday 
school  classes  to  national  forums — 
have  struggled  with  mightily, 
namely  the  place  of  homosexuals 
in  the  church  (and  by  association, 
church-related  institutions)  and  the 
church’s  support  of  the  rights  of 
homosexuals  as  citizens. 

The  Rev.  John  B.  Begley,  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  college  and  clergy 
member  of  the  United  Methodist 
Louisville  conference,  told  the 
Reporter,  “Diana  was  not  termi¬ 
nated  because  she  was  a  lesbian.” 

Prevented  by  policy 

Dr.  Begley  said  school  person¬ 
nel  policy  prevented  him  from 
discussing  the  issue  but  he  could 
say  that  Ms.  Chalfant’s  dismissal 
involved  a  student  but  did  not 
involve  sex. 

Ms.  Chalfant,  on  the  other 
hand,  is  convinced  that  she  was 
fired  because  she  is  a  lesbian. 

A  graduate  of  United  Method¬ 
ist-related  Kentucky  Wesleyan 
College,  she  joined  the  faculty  at 
Lindsey  Wilson  as  a  volleyball 
coach  less  than  a  year  ago. 

She  said  she  lived  in  Colum¬ 
bia,  population  4,000,  with  the 
woman  with  whom  she  has  a 
committed  relationship. 

The  school’s  volleyball  team, 
only  two  years  old,  had  a  losing 


first-season  record,  9-15.  After 
Ms.  Chalfant’s  arrival,  she  and 
her  athletes  quickly  turned  things 
around.  Lindsey  Wilson  posted  a 
winning  season  of  24-13  for  the 
1994  season  under  Ms.  Chal¬ 
fant’s  direction. 

Thus,  Ms.  Chalfant  told  the 
Reporter ,  she  was  very  surprised 
when  Dean  of  Students  Bill  Bry¬ 
an  and  Athletic  Director  Ray 
Wells  told  her  on  Dec.  9  that 
they  wanted  to  “take  the  volley¬ 
ball  program  in  a  different  direc¬ 
tion.”  They  also,  she  said,  told 
her  there  had  been  “lesbian  inci¬ 
dents”  and  asked  her  to  resign. 

Would  not  elaborate 

Ms.  Chalfant  said  when  she 
asked  “what  lesbian  incidents,” 
they  would  not  elaborate.  When 
she  refused  to  resign,  she  said, 
she  was  fired. 

In  a  later  meeting  with  Dr.  Beg¬ 
ley,  Ms.  Chalfant  said,  she  was  in¬ 
formed  that  she  had  been  accused 
of  inappropriate  behavior  with  a 
student.  Again,  according  to  Ms. 
Chalfant,  the  inappropriate  behav¬ 
ior  was  not  identified. 

Following  her  meeting  with  the 
president,  Athletic  Director  Wells 
presented  her  with  a  termination 
letter  which,  in  essence,  told  her  to 
clean  out  her  desk,  turn  in  her 
keys  and  leave  immediately. 

“I  was  given  no  chance  to  say 
goodbye  to  my  athletes,”  she 
said.  “They  were  in  finals.  But 
many  ballplayers  came  to  my 
house  in  tears.” 

Ms.  Chalfant  denies  that  her 
actions  were  inappropriate  with 
any  student. 

“Work  isn’t  just  a  job  to  me,” 
she  said.  “It’s  a  ministry  that  I  do 
for  God.  I  tried  to  convey  that  to 
my  players.  I  expected  them  to  act 
like  ladies  on  and  off  the  court.” 

In  interviews  with  Kentucky 
media,  her  players  agreed  that 
her  influence  had  been  positive 
and  that  lesbianism  had  never 
been  an  issue.  They  said  she 
didn’t  tolerate  swearing  or  drink¬ 
ing  and  made  them  keep  up  their 
grades  and  attend  chapel. 

Since  Ms.  Chalfant’s  dismissal, 
her  case  has  become  something 


" Diana  was  not 
terminated  because 
she  was  a  lesbian." 

— John  B.  Begley 
president, 
Lindsey  Wilson  College 


Columbia.  Ky. 

Population:  4,000.  Site  ot  Lindsey 
Wilson  College,  1300  students 


"They  told  me 
there  had  been  some 
lesbian  incidents." 

— Diana  Chalfant 
former  coach, 
Lindsey  Wilson  College 


UMR  MAP 


". . .  We  do  not  condone  the  practice  of  homosexuality  and  consider  this  practice  incompatible 
with  Christian  teaching  . .  .  Certain  basic  human  rights  and  civil  liberties  are  due  all  persons. 
We  are  committed  to  support  those  rights  and  liberties  for  homosexual  persons.  ” 

— United  Methodist  Social  Principles 

UM  college  a  Kentucky  success  story 


Despite  its  current  controversy,  Lindsey  Wilson 
College  in  Columbia,  Ky.,  (see  related  story  above) 
is  a  success  story  among  Kentucky  colleges. 

It  is  a  private,  four-year  liberal  arts  college 
which  draws  financial  and  leadership  support  in 
part  from  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church’s  Louisville  An¬ 
nual  Conference  and  local 
congregations. 

The  college  board  of  direc¬ 
tors  includes  several  United 
Methodist  clergy.  Bishop 
Robert  C.  Morgan  is  an  ex- 
officio  member  of  the 
school’s  board  of  directors 
(as  he  is  on  the  two  other 
United  Methodist-related  schools  in  Kentucky, 
Kentucky  Wesleyan  and  Union). 

The  Rev.  John  B.  Begley,  president  of  the  col¬ 
lege,  told  the  Reporter  that  he  takes  the  school’s 
church  affiliation  very  seriously. 


John  B.  Begley 


Dr.  Begley  is  credited  by  conference  officials 
and  by  college  staff  with  upgrading  the  school 
considerably  since  he  took  office  nearly  1 8  years 
ago.  At  that  time,  according  to  school  officials, 
the  375-student,  two-year  school  was  about  to 
fold. 

Dr.  Begley  said  the  school  now  is  a  four-year 
college  with  enrollment  of  about  1,300.  It  offers 
two  master’s  degrees  as  well  as  baccalaureate  de¬ 
grees.  And  the  faculty  has  moved  from  having  no 
Ph.D.s  to  60  percent  of  the  faculty  holding  doc¬ 
torates,  he  continued. 

During  Dr.  Begley’s  tenure,  seven  new  build¬ 
ings  have  been  built,  and  two  more  are  in  the 
works,  according  to  school  spokesperson  Scott 
Wilson. 

Dr.  Begley  told  the  Reporter  that  he  is  particu¬ 
larly  excited  about  a  chapel  that  the  college  plans 
to  build.  It  is  designed  by  Fay  Jones,  the  architect 
who  designed  the  famous  Thomcrown  Chapel  in 
Eureka  Springs,  Ark. 


of  a  cause  celebre  prompting  edi¬ 
torials  denouncing  the  school’s 
action  and  hot  letters  to  the  edi¬ 
tor  supporting  it,  including  a  let¬ 
ter  from  United  Methodist 
Lexington  District  Superinten¬ 
dent  the  Rev.  Lindsey  Davis. 

In  addition,  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church’s  position  toward  ho¬ 
mosexuals  has  come  under 
scrutiny  in  press  reports  as  far 
away  as  Washington,  D.C. 

Both  Affirmation,  the  United 
Methodist  gay  rights  caucus,  and 
the  Reconciling  Congregation  Pro¬ 


gram,  a  network  of  United  Meth¬ 
odist  congregations  that  welcome 
people  of  any  sexual  orientation, 
protested  the  firing. 

'Incompatible  with  teaching' 

In  a  letter  to  President  Begley, 
Mark  Bowman,  head  of  Reconcil¬ 
ing  Congregations,  quoted  United 
Methodist  Social  Principles  and 
said,  “The  firing  of  a  faculty  mem¬ 
ber  because  of  her  sexual  orienta¬ 
tion  is  incompatible  with  United 
Methodist  teaching.” 

Mr.  Bowman  said  he  received 


copies  of  letters  from  at  least  25 
congregations  from  across  the 
country  who  have  written  Dr.  Beg¬ 
ley  in  protest. 

Dr.  Begley  agreed  that  he  had 
received  numerous  letters  from 
Reconciling  Congregations. 

Dr.  Begley  said  that  it  is  always 
painful  to  him  to  terminate  an  em¬ 
ployee  and  that  Ms.  Chalfant’s 
dismissal  was  especially  painful. 

“But  I  don’t  think  I  have  vio¬ 
lated  the  social  principles  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church,”  he 
said.  “I  know  I  haven’t.” 


Tired  of  crawling  tm  the 
HUMP?  The  solution- 15 
passenger  van  w/  an  aisle, 
raised  roof,  electnc  step. 

Also  church  van  rentals 

Call  Tri-State  1-800-330-3622 


Dominican  cane-cutter  camp  children  need  help 


PEW  CUSHIONS 

custom  made  for  any  style  pew.  Fine  fabrics,  excellent  col¬ 
ors.  competitively  priced  On  your  next  seating  project, 
contact  Waggoners,  the  cushion  specialists' 

— write  or  call — 

Waggoners^  Inc. 

P.O.  Box  1037  Hutchinson,  KS  67501 

NATIONWIDE  1-800-396-7555 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

SANTO  DOMINGO,  Dominican 
Republic — Sugar.  White  gold.  For¬ 
tunes  are  made  by  those  who  pro¬ 
vide  the  white  grains  that  sweeten 
our  candy,  pastries,  soft — and 
sometimes  not  so  soft — drinks. 

Miles  of  sugar  cane  are  grown  in 
the  Caribbean  country  of  the  Domin¬ 
ican  Republic,  just  south  of  Cuba. 

The  cane  is  harvested  quite  often 


by  Haitian  migrant  workers  who 
live  in  stall-like  housing  in  cane-cut- 
ting  work  camps  known  as  bateyes 
(buh-TAY-uhs).  Some  cane-cutting 
Haitian  families  live  in  the  bateyes 
permanently. 

Many  of  the  “permanent”  Hai¬ 
tian  workers  were  “sold”  to  the  Do¬ 
minican  Republic  by  former 
Haitian  dictatorships  and  are  held 
almost  as  “slaves,”  according  to  Is¬ 
rael  Brito,  staff  member  of  Interna¬ 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  $1.40  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  in¬ 
sertion,  $28.00  minimum  charge  for  up  to  20 
words.  Blind  ads  $2 1 .00  plus  add  $  1 1 .20  for  the  8 
words  to  insert  our  contact  information.  Cash 
must  accompany  order  except  on  contract  adver¬ 
tising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in  advance. 

STUDENT  CHAPLAIN/FUND  RAISER.  Nava¬ 
jo  United  Methodist  Center,  Farmington,  NM — 
a  multi-service  agency  with  a  program  relation¬ 
ship  to  the  Navajo  Preparatory  School  and  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Center.  Applications  are  being 
accepted  from  persons  who  are  ordained  minis¬ 
ters  of  the  United  Methodist  Church.  Duties  to 
include  organizing  and  conducting  fundraising 
drives  for  the  Mission  Center  and  heading  the 
chaplaincy  program  for  the  prep  school.  Interest¬ 
ed  persons  with  relevant  backgrounds  may  send 
resumes  to:  Ms.  Lula  M.  Garrett,  Assistant  Gen¬ 
eral  Secretary  for  Institutional  Ministries, 
GBGM,  475  Riverside  Drive,  Suite  360,  New 
York,  NY  10115. 

YOUTH/CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  Director. 
Cypress  Lake  UMC,  Ft.  Myers,  Florida.  Growing 
number  younger  families.  Membership  1000  and 
preschool  serves  approximately  1 50  children.  De¬ 
sire  to  expand  family  oriented  ministries,  espe¬ 
cially  youth.  Salary  basically  competitive  with 
Florida  public  school  teachers.  Call  church  office 
(813)  482-1250  Monday  -  Friday.  9:00  AM  -  4:00 

PM  or  leave  message  on  answering  machine. 

DYNAMIC  900-MEMBER  COUNTY-SEAT 

church  in  northwest  Georgia  is  seeking  a  full-time 
person  to  assume  primary  responsibilities  for  min¬ 
istry  to  youth.  Additional  responsibilities  could  in¬ 
clude  singles  ministry,  missions,  and  family  life. 
We  are  a  growing  church  that  desires  to  build  a 
strong  team  that  will  provide  leadership  and  conti¬ 
nuity  into  the  new  century.  Salary  and  benefit 
package  commensurate  with  experience.  Send  your 
resume  to:  Calhoun  First  UMC,  P.O.  Box  5 1 7,  Cal¬ 
houn,  GA  30703.  Attn:  Tom  Kerr  or  call  (706)  629- 
8949  for  further  information. 

MCCURDY  SCHOOL  AN  AFFIRMATIVE  Ac¬ 

tion/Equal  Opportunity  Employer  is  seeking  a 
Coordinator  of  Development.  Primary  responsi¬ 
bility  is  grant  proposal  writing,  research  and  de¬ 
velopment  of  new  sources  of  income,  to 
coordinate  capital  campaigns,  the  development 
of  a  major  gill  program,  develop  materials  and 
provide  assistance  with  bequests,  gift  annuities, 
estate  planning,  life  insurance  policies,  wills, 
trusts,  public  relations  and  other  areas  that  will 
support  the  financial  health  of  United  Methodist 
Church  related  McCurdy  School.  If  interested, 
send  letter  of  interest  and  resume  to:  William  A. 
Davis,  Superintendent,  McCurdy  School,  P.O. 

Box  127,  Espanola,  NM  87532.  Phone  (505)  753- 
7221 .  Deadline  to  apply  is  April  14,  1995. 

DIRECTOR  OF  SINGLES  MINISTRY.  Balance 
teaching,  counseling  and  administration;  singles 
ministry  experience;  teaching  Gifts;  should  have 
experienced  adult  singleness.  Salary  and  benefits. 
Send  resumes  or  inquiries  to:  Rev.  Rick  Kirchoff, 
Christ  United  Methodist  Church,  4488  Poplar, 
Memphis,  TN  38117.  No  phone  inquires. 

WANTED:  FULL-TIME  YOUTH  Director.  Sal¬ 

ary/benefits  commensurate  with  education  and 
experience.  Send  resume  and  request  for  job  de¬ 
scription  to:  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
P.O.  Box  1126,  Atlanta,  TX  75551.  or  call  (903) 
796-8247.  Attention:  Rev.  Tommy  Lyles. 

LYDIA  PATTERSON  INSTITUTE  seeks  chap¬ 
lain  to  serve  as  spiritual  leader  and  instructor. 
Applicant  must  be  bi-lingual  (English-Spanish) 
with  experience  as  a  pastor  and/or  campus  minis¬ 
ter  and  a  commitment  to  the  mission  of  a  UM  in¬ 
stitution.  Lydia  Patterson  Institute  is  a  secondary 
school  serving  a  predominantly  Hispanic  com¬ 
munity  and  located  on  the  U.S.-  Mexico  border. 
Letter  of  application,  resume,  and  references 
should  be  mailed  to:  Office  of  the  President,  Lyd- 
ia  Patterson  Institute,  517  S.  Florence,  El  Paso, 
TX  79901.  Lydia  Patterson  Institute  is  an  equal 
opportunity  employer. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES  for  large. 

active  program.  2300-member  downtown  church. 
Experience  in  choral  music,  handbells,  instru¬ 
mentalists.  Send  resume  and  supporting  materi¬ 
als  to:  Music  Ministries  Search  Committee.  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  305  N.  Baird.  Mid¬ 
land,  TX  79701. 

JOHNSON  CITY,  TN...MUNSEY  Memorial 

UMC,  2400-member  downtown  congregation, 
youth  enrollment  180,  is  in  search  of  full-time 
youth  director.  Necessary  qualifications,  job  de¬ 
scription,  monetary  considerations  obtained 
from:  Harlen  Booth,  Staff-Parish  Relations  Com¬ 
mittee  Chair,  Box  1336,  Johnson  City,  TN 
37605-1336.  (615)928-8196. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDREN/YOUTH  Minis¬ 

tries,  full-time,  First  United  Methodist  Church. 
Stillwater,  OK.  Send  resume  to:  Rev.  Jim 
Gragg.  400  W.  7th,  Stillwater.  OK  74074.  Fax: 
(405)372-5856. 

MISSION  COORDINATOR.  IMMEDIATE 

opening  for  applicants  with  degree  in  business 
administration  or  related  field,  and  experience  in 
community  organization,  program  development; 
to  work  jointly  with  two  institutions —  Commu¬ 
nity  United  Methodist  Church  and  Community 
United  Methodist  Center,  St.  Croix,  USVI  (a  day 
care,  learning,  and  after-school  care  agency).  Will 
be  responsible  for  assessing  community  needs 
and  for  making  recommendations  for  and  assist¬ 
ing  with  the  development  and  evaluation  of  pro¬ 
grams.  A  degree  in  social  work  is  necessary. 
Interested  persons  should  send  resumes  to:  Ms. 
Lula  M.  Garrett,  Assistant  General  Secretary  for 
Institutional  Ministries,  GBGM,  475  Riverside 
Drive,  Suite  360,  New  York,  NY  101 1 5.  , 

HOT  TRAVEL  DEALS-  IRRESISTIBLE  dis¬ 

counts.  Cruise  Alaska-  2nd  passenger  saves  up  to 
70%.  Second  person  sails  free  on  Caribbean  and 
trans-canal  sailings.  Selected  dates  only.  Details 
call  (7 13)  397-2009. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH/PROGRAMS  Salary 
based  on  experience,  negotiable  for  right  per¬ 
son.  Must  be  evangelical  with  a  proven  track 
record  with  youth.  Active  church  with  a  new 
Family  Life  Center.  Send  resume  and  refer¬ 
ences:  c/o  Dr.  L.C.  Johnston,  FUMC,  P.O.  Box 
1510,  Harlingen,  TX  78551. 

EGG  HUNT  PLASTIC  EGGS.  Multi-colored 

with  plastic  toy,  $100/1,000  eggs,  delivered. 
Deadline:  March  24,  1995.  1-800-647-3509. 

COME  TO  ENGLAND,  STAY  WITH  US  in  our 

country  house.  Convenient  to  Stratford,  War¬ 
wick,  the  Cotswolds,  and  for  day  trips  to  many 
other  popular  locations.  Enioy  friendly  hospital¬ 
ity.  good  food  and  reasonable  rates.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
John  Eke,  George’s  Bam,  Wykham  Lane,  Bodi- 
cote,  Banbury,  Oxfordshire  OX16  9UP.  England. 
Phone:44-1295-252463. 

CHICAGO  TEMPLE/FIRST  UMC  is  seeking 

Director  of  Music  Ministries  and  the  Arts.  Send 
resume  by  March  1 5th:  Dr.  Eugene  Winkler,  77 
W.  Washington,  Chicago,  IL  60602. 

COUNCIL  ON  MINISTRIES  DIRECTOR.  Wis¬ 
consin  Annual  Conference.  Starts  July  1,  1995. 
Send  resume  to:  Search  Committee  CCOM  Person- 
nel.  Rev.  Hobart  “Fid”  Sailor,  Chair.,  P.O.  Box 
620,  Sun  Prairie,  WI  53590.  Deadline  3/31/95. 

CALIFORNIA  PLAN  OF  CHURCH  Finance  spe¬ 
cializing  in  church  bonds,  church  notes,  and  in  ar¬ 
ranging  bank  loans.  Call  Chester  Reid 
1-800-333-9893. 

“DO  YOU  WANT  TO  ADOPT  A  BABY?” 

Methodist  Mission  Home/San  Antonio  now  ac¬ 
cepting  applications.  Texas  and  New  Mexico  resi¬ 
dents  call  (210)  696-7021  for  information. 

COLLEGE  DEGREE/HOME  STUDY,  SAVE 
$$$.  Catalog  $1.  Christian  Bible  College,  Station 
Square,  Suite  227,  Rocky  Mt..  NC  27804.  (919) 
442-1211.  (Accredited). 

FIRST  UMC,  WINTER  PARK.  FL  seeks  full¬ 
time  Director  of  Evangelism  and  Congregational 
Care.  Almost  2000  members  and  growing!  Re- 
sponsibilities  include  evangelism,  visitors,  new 
members,  assimilation,  inactive  members.  Send 
resume  and  references  to:  Vance  Rains.  Box  8 1 9, 
Winter  Park,  FL  32790. 

SMOKIE  MOUNTAINS  NEAR  LAKE  Juna- 

luska.  Affordable  efficiencies.  Incomparable 
view.  $190  per  week.  Mountain  View  Guest 
House,  P.O.  Box  1096,  Waynesville,  NC  28786. 
(704)  627-9507. 

VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS?  WORSHIP  AT 
First  Methodist.  3401  Canal  Street.  Dr.  Ken 
Jones,  pastor.  Classes:  9:30  a.m.  Worship:  11:00 
a.m.  (504)  488-0856. 

PART-TIME  BI-LINGUAL  HISPANIC  Minister 
needed  to  lead  small  growing  Hispanic  congrega¬ 
tion  component.  Contract  position,  24  hours/ 
week,  $900  per  month.  Send  resume  to:  Hispanic 
Committee,  SVUMC.  1 3409  Spring  Grove.  Dal¬ 
las.  TX  75240. 

SEE  THE  GREAT  PASSION  PLAY  in  Eureka 

Springs,  Ark.!  $31  pkg  for  groups  now  includes 
the  best  ($13.00)  tickets,  plus  lodging  and  meals! 
Where  one  call  does  it  all:  Keller's  Country  Dorm 
Resort.  (501)  253-8418. 

BUYING  COINS.  COIN  COLLECTIONS.  Ac¬ 

cumulations,  estates.  Methodist  investor  with 
quiet  confidential  cash  will  travel  Southwest  and 
negotiate  any  collection.  Bank  and  legal  refer¬ 
ences.  Box  808,  Fulton,  TX  78358. 

tional  Child  Care. 

The  Christian  health  organization 
operates  in  Haiti  and  in  the  Domin¬ 
ican  Republic  and  is  supported  in 
part  by  the  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Relief. 

No  savings,  no  go 

Haitian  cane  cutters  are  paid  by 
the  sugar  companies,  but  the 
amount  is  reportedly  so  small  that 
the  cutters  and  their  families  have 
no  opportunity  to  save  enough 
money  to  leave.  Nor,  according  to 
Dr.  Brito,  will  they  or  their  Domini¬ 
can-born  children  ever  be  granted 
Dominican  citizenship. 

Long-standing  animosity  between 
Haiti  and  the  Dominican  Republic 
continues  unabated.  Dr.  Brito  said. 

The  two  countries,  separated  by  a 
mountain  range,  share  the  island  of 
Hispanola.  On  the  western  third  is 
Haiti,  the  poorest  country  in  the 
Western  Hemisphere,  crumbling 
into  desert. 

On  the  eastern  two-thirds  is  the 
Dominican  Republic,  land  of  beau¬ 
tiful  beaches,  lush  golf  courses, 
smooth  highways,  air  conditioning 
and  tile  baths. 

Haiti  is  French  colonial  with 
strong  ties  to  Africa.  The  Domini¬ 
can  Republic  is  Spanish  colonial 
with  strong  ties  to  Europe. 

In  1844,  the  Dominicans,  wrest¬ 
ing  their  freedom  and  most  of  the 
land  from  Haitian  control,  turned 
their  backs  on  Haiti  and  turned 
their  faces  toward  Spain. 

Have  little  education 

Today’s  Dominican-bom  Haitian 
children  in  the  bateyes  live,  for  the 
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SANTO  DOMINGO,  Dominican  Republic — A  sugar  company  guard 
patrols  sugar  cane-cutting  camps  of  the  Dominican  Republic  where 
Haitian  migrant  and  permanent  workers  reside  (see  accompanying 
story). 


most  part,  with  little  education, 
sanitation  or  hope  of  getting  off  of 
the  plantation. 

International  Child  Care,  work¬ 
ing  in  partnership  with  other  orga¬ 
nizations,  is  trying  to  help  the 
people  of  the  bateyes.  By  training 
“health  promoters” — women 
trained  in  good  health  practices  and 
sanitation — International  Child 
Care  is  able  to  make  a  difference  in 
the  lives  of  these  children. 

In  addition,  through  efforts  of  In¬ 
ternational  Child  Care  and  other  or- 
ganizations  working  with  the 


Haitians,  some  bateyes  have  com¬ 
munity  gardens  and  latrines.  People 
of  some  bateyes  have  organized  and 
succeeded  in  getting  the  sugar  com¬ 
panies  to  put  in  windmills  for 
pumping  fresh  water. 

International  Child  Care  is  work¬ 
ing  to  involve  local  churches 
throughout  the  Dominican  Repub¬ 
lic  in  the  ministry  of  health  promo¬ 
tion  in  the  bateyes  and  other  places 
of  poverty  and  need.  The  program 
in  the  Dominican  Republic  is  fund¬ 
ed  in  part  through  UMCOR  Ad¬ 
vance  #410215-6. 
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Fire  unites  university  campus  in  Ohio 


By  MONTY  SIEKMAN  and 
JACK  JEFFREY 

Ohio  Northern  University  News 

ADA,  Ohio — The  concern  of  fel¬ 
low  students  and  other  individuals 
at  United  Methodist-related  Ohio 
Northern  University  and  in  the 
community  is  meeting  material  and 
emotional  needs  of  students  affect¬ 
ed  by  the  recent  fire  at  Sigma  Pi  fra¬ 
ternity  house. 

Fourteen  students  who  were  in¬ 
jured  in  the  fire  were  treated  at  area 
hospitals.  Five  students  were  hospi¬ 
talized  with  bum  injuries. 

The  Rev.  Harold  V.  Hartley,  uni¬ 
versity  chaplain,  said,  “In  the  midst 
of  this  tragedy,  God  has  been  at 
work  redeeming  the  situation  by 
bringing  hope  to  those  affected  by 
the  fire. 

“The  outpouring  of  care  and  con¬ 
cern  from  across  campus  demon¬ 
strates  the  quality  and  the  concern 
of  our  students  and  campus  com¬ 
munity.  People  have  responded 
overwhelmingly  in  a  positive  way 
and  have  put  their  love  into  ac¬ 
tion,"  said  Chaplain  Hartley. 

Sigma  Pi  chapter  president  Chad 
Reed,  of  Maumee,  Ohio,  said,  “I  al¬ 
ways  knew  there  was  a  sense  of  fam¬ 
ily  among  students,  faculty  and  staff 
on  campus.  However,  I  didn’t  fully 
realize  how  much  that  meant  until 
this  week.” 

“At  Ohio  Northern,  the  phrase 
‘Christian  care  and  concern’  is 
more  than  just  words  on  a  page.  It’s 
a  sense  of  genuine  friendship  that 
people  share  with  one  another,” 
said  Dean  Howard  Ward,  vice  pres¬ 
ident  of  student  affairs. 

“The  support  we’ve  received  has 
been  overwhelming,"  said  Drew 
Buttermore,  a  Sigma  Pi  member 
from  Westerville,  Ohio.  “It  shows 
how  caring  people  on  campus  and 
in  the  community  are  and  how  will¬ 
ing  people  are  to  help.” 

The  response  to  assist  the  26  stu¬ 
dents  displaced  by  the  blaze  has 
been  quick  and  strong.  By  dawn  on 
the  day  of  the  fire,  sorority  mem¬ 
bers  had  collected  toiletries  for  the 
fraternity  members. 

The  effort  has  continued  with 
students,  alumni,  townspeople, 
merchants  and  others  pitching  in 


PHOTO  COURTESV  OHIO  NORTHERN  UNIVERSITY 

ADA,  Ohio — Allison  Bower,  student  senate  vice  president  (left)  of  Duncannon,  Pa.,  helps  Sigma  Pi 
member  Drew  Buttermore  of  Westerville,  Ohio,  sort  through  clothes  and  goods  donated  to  fraternity 
members  by  fellow  students,  faculty  and  staff  at  United  Methodist-related  Ohio  Northern  following  a 
fraternity  house  fire  (see  accompanying  story). 


with  donated  items,  money  and  ser¬ 
vices,  both  individually  and  as 
groups. 

“It’s  amazing  how  people  pulled 
together  to  provide  the  assistance 
we  need,”  Mr.  Reed  said. 

Dayle  Reed,  mother  of  Chad 
Reed,  appreciates  how  others 
stepped  in  and  helped  when  she 
couldn’t  be  close  to  her  son. 

“The  response  from  the  universi¬ 
ty  has  been  excellent.  People  have 
been  there  to  offer  support  for  Chad 
all  along,  and  they’ve  answered 
whatever  questions  I’ve  had  when 
I’ve  called.  When  I  went  to  visit  two 
of  the  students  at  St.  Vincent’s  Hos¬ 


pital  in  Toledo,  Mrs.  Freed  and  the 
university  chaplain  were  there. 
That  shows  concern,”  said  Mrs. 
Reed. 

Catherine  Freed  is  the  wife  of 
university  President  DeBow  Freed. 

Individuals  from  across  campus, 
including  Sigma  Pi  members,  gath¬ 
ered  as  a  community  of  faith  two 
days  after  the  blaze  at  the  universi¬ 
ty’s  weekly  chapel  service.  The  tone 
was  set  with  the  opening  hymn,  “I 
Need  Thee  Every  Hour.” 

“Although  the  music  was  selected 
weeks  in  advance,  there  couldn’t 
have  been  a  more  appropriate1 
hymn.’’  Chaplain  Hartley  said. 


“God’s  hand  was  involved  in  the 
planning  of  the  service  even  though 
we  didn’t  realize  it  at  the  time.” 

Following  the  chapel  service,  a 
videotape  of  the  worship  was  taken 
to  the  hospitalized  students  by 
Chaplain  Hartley  so  they  could 
share  in  the  support,  prayers  and 
concern. 

“With  Ash  Wednesday  fast  ap¬ 
proaching,  the  fire  is  a  reminder  of 
our  mortality,  the  frailty  of  life  and 
our  dependence  upon  God’s  grace. 
From  the  ashes  springs  hope.  Prom¬ 
ises  of  renewal,  new  life  and  resur¬ 
rection  are  the  ultimate  claims  of 
life,”  he  said. 


Movie: ' Devotion  is  commitment,  not  feelings' 


By  RON  SALFEN 

“Do  not  press  me  to  leave  you, 
or  to  turn  back  from  following 
you!  Where  you  go,  I  will  go; 
Where  you  lodge,  I  will  lodge;  your 
people  shall  be  my  people,  and 
your  God  my  God.  Where  you  die, 
I  will  die — there  will  I  be  buried 
(Ruth  1:16-17).” 

Even  though  these  words  are 
sometimes  read  at  weddings,  they 
are  not,  of  course,  about  romantic 
love  between  a  husband  and  a  wife. 

The  context  is  the  loyalty  be¬ 
tween  a  young  woman  and  her  for¬ 
mer  mother-in-law,  when  the  men 
they  had  in  common  are  no  more. 
The  characters  in  Ruth  are  driven 
less  by  their  passions  for  men  than 
by  their  devotion  to  one  another. 
So  it  is  with  Boys  on  the  Side. 

The  wise  Naomi 

Whoopi  Goldberg  plays  the  wise 
old  Naomi:  Someone  who  finds 
herself  late  in  life,  bereft,  and 
would  just  as  soon  the  world  know 
her  as  “Bitter,”  because  as  a  job¬ 
less,  black,  middle-aged  lesbian, 
how  could  she  be  more  despised? 
And  yet  she  does  have  a  certain 
wisdom  about  the  world  which 
winds  up  helping  those  around  her, 
who  develop  a  loyalty  to  her  in  spite 


Healthy  marital 
relationships  are  not  the 
only  glaring  absence 
here:  so  is  any  sense  of 
healthy  religion. 

of  her  crusty  exterior.  It  is  easy  to 
understand,  however,  why  she  didn't 
make  it  as  a  lounge  singer... 

In  Boys  on  the  Side  both  of  Na¬ 
omi’s  young  women  make  the  long 
journey  toward  home  with  her. 
One  (Mary  Louise  Parker)  is  run¬ 
ning  because  she  has  nowhere  else 
to  go,  and  the  other  (Drew  Barry¬ 
more)  is  running  because  she  has 
to,  because  she  has  managed  to 
make  such  a  mess  of  her  life  by 
forsaking  self-discipline  and  there¬ 
fore  self-respect. 

Let  down  defenses 

Somewhere  along  the  way,  they 
each  manage  to  let  down  their  de¬ 
fenses,  and  tell  each  other  who 
they  really  are.  And  then  they  find 
the  acceptance  and  belonging  for 
which  all  have  longed  so  fervently, 
but  have  eluded  them  all  because 
they  were  afraid  to  admit  their  need. 

Naturally,  the  man’s  complaint 
about  this  movie  is  about  the  male 


characters.  The  first  is  a  complete 
lout,  somehow  worthy  of  his  unin¬ 
tentional  demise,  but  his  specter 
shadows  them  all. 

Then  there  is  the  hapless  suitor, 
the  law-and-order  knucklehead, 
the  ephemeral  second  husband  to 
somebody  else’s  mother  and  a 
motley  assortment  of  the  inconse¬ 
quential  and  the  utterly  forgettable. 

Then  again,  Elimelech,  Mahlon 
and  Chilion  are  hardly  worth  men¬ 
tioning,  and  even  the  laudable 
Boaz  is  easily  manipulated  in  the 
biblical  account  of  Ruth’s  story. 

No  Prince  Charmings 

Needless  to  say,  no  Prince 
Charmings  here.  Not  even  some¬ 
one  remotely  strong  and  decent,  as 
if  the  two  are  somehow  incompati¬ 
ble.  But  of  course  this  is  a  movie 
about  female  bonding,  so  I  sup¬ 
pose  the  men  are  going  to  have  to 
settle  for  the  gratuitous  only  in 
parody  and  the  erotic  only  in  cari¬ 
cature. 

Healthy  marital  relationships 
are  not  the  only  glaring  absence 
here:  so  is  any  sense  of  healthy  re¬ 
ligion.  The  only  shaman  is  some 
gypsy  palm-reader  with  tarot  cards 
and  a  bag  of  rocks,  as  if  that’s  all 
the  transcendence  there  is,  and  if 


that’s  so,  it’s  not  a  world  that 
would  be  appealing  to  the  devout 
Christian. 

Nevertheless,  there  is  something 
compelling  here  about  the  way 
that  the  main  characters  decide 
that  devotion  is  not  about  feeling 
at  all,  but  about  commitment. 
There  is  something  appealing  here 
about  the  way  that  the  circle  of 
birth,  life,  death  and  the  living  are 
all  interconnected. 

And  there  is  something  refresh¬ 
ing  about  the  way  that  personal 
achievement  and  ambition  are 
rendered  not  nearly  so  important 
as  caring  for  others,  even  when 
you  realize  they  are  different  from 
you,  because  the  movement  to¬ 
ward  the  space  between  us  is  what 
makes  us  imminently  aware  of  the 
transcendent. 

Mr.  Salfen  is  pastor  of  the  Ne- 
shaminy-Warwick  Presbyterian 
Church  in  suburban  Philadelphia 
and  a  frequent  reviewer  of  movies 
for  the  Reporter. 


NBC  gets  religion  with  new  Patty  Duke  series 


Patty  Duke 

. .  ."I'd  like  to  be  a  minister ." 


By  WILL  SWAIM 

Religion  News  Service 

LOS  ANGELES — Warren  Little¬ 
field  has  seen  a  lot  as  president  of 
NBC.  But  little  prepared  him  for 
the  day  when  actress  Patty  Duke 
told  him  she  was  ready  for  a  career 
change. 

“She  came  to  us  in  a  very  non- 
Patty  Duke  fashion  and  said  rather 
timidly,  ‘I’d  like  to  be  a  minister,’  ” 
Mr.  Littlefield  says. 

His  response:  “We  said,  ‘Tell  us 
more.’  ” 

Oh,  Hollywood. 

Ms.  Duke — perhaps  most  famous 
for  her  role  as  identical  cousins  in  a 
1960s  television  sitcom — isn’t 
ready  to  leave  the  little  screen.  Her 
pitch  to  the  story  folks  at  NBC  was 
simple:  Make  me  a  celluloid  woman 


of  the  cloth — and  a  single  mom,  as 
well  —  and  let’s  give  the  American 
people  what  they  want. 

What  the  American  people  want, 
says  Mr.  Littlefield,  is  television 
with  soul.  They’ll  get  it,  he  says, 
courtesy  of  Amazing  Grace,  the 
show  Duke  described  for  Littlefield 
and  other  NBC  studio  executives 
more  than  a  year  ago. 

“We  found  that  the  networks  ig¬ 
nore  the  issues  of  religion  and  spiri¬ 
tuality  fundamental  to  the  lives  of 
the  audience  we  want  to  reach,” 
Mr.  Littlefield  says.  “It’s  an  impor¬ 
tant  issue  and  a  part  of  their  daily 
and  weekly  lives.  We  wanted  to  find 
a  program  that  could  potentially 
touch  on  these  themes.” 

That’s  when  Patty  Duke  turned 
up.  “And  I  think  we  were  intelligent 
enough  to  respond."  says  Mr.  Little¬ 


field. 

Ms.  Duke,  who  declined  requests 
for  an  interview,  plays  a  non-de- 
nominational  pastor  and  single 
mother  in  a  show  designed  to  “deal 
with  family  problems  and  family 
growing  pains  as  well  as  issues  Patty 
encounters  as  a  pastor — issues  from 
her  congregation  as  they  live  their 
lives,”  Mr.  Littlefield  says. 

The  show  debuts  Saturday,  April 
1,  at  8  p.m.  Burt  Reynolds  will 
guest-star  a  week  later,  as  a  flam¬ 
boyant  evangelical  minister  in  an 
episode  called  Hallelujah. 

Mr.  Littlefield  says  NBC  audi¬ 
ence  research  had  pointed  to  the 
creation  of  just  such  a  show. 

“There’s  a  lot  of  television  on 
each  and  every  day,  and  we  do  try 
to  look  at  the  themes  attracting  our 
audience."  he  says. 


Author  seeks  accountable 
leadership  in  local  church 


By  KENNETH  WRAY  CONNERS 

How  often  do  pastors  ask  lay  peo¬ 
ple  to  accept  responsible  positions 
on  church  committees  or  boards  yet 
fail  to  equip  them  with  the  guide¬ 
lines  and  facts  needed  if  they  are  to 
provide  “accountable  leadership?” 

Often  pastors  find  themselves 
perplexed  as  they  seek  ways  to  mo¬ 
tivate  their  members,  select  and  su¬ 
pervise  support  personnel,  oversee 
budgets  and  other  financial  matters, 
conform  with  legal  and  community 
regulations,  or  discreetly  counsel 
those  with  personal  problems  and 
wish  they  had  access  to  authorita¬ 
tive  information  and  management 
procedures. 

Often  seminarians  begin  serving 
their  first  church  without  having 
been  equipped  to  provide  their  con¬ 
gregations  with  “accountable  lead¬ 
ership.” 

For  all  those 
facing  problems 
such  as  these,  Paul 
Chaffee  has  given 
a  valuable  fact- 
filled  book.  A 
graduate  of  the 
Pacific  School  of 
Religion,  his  writ¬ 
ing  reflects  experi¬ 
ences  as  a  parish 
minister,  as  a  staff  member  of  nu¬ 
merous  foundations  and  religious 
councils  and  eight  years  of  research 
and  writing  for  the  insurance  pro¬ 
grams  of  the  United  Church  of 
Christ. 


Paul  Chaffee 


Review 


Accountable 
Leadership 


Paul  Chaffee 


A  guide  through 
legal,  financial,  and  ethical  issues 
facing  congregations  today 


Accountable  Leadership:  Resources 
for  Worshiping  Communities,  by 
Paul  Chaffee.  ChurchCare  Publish¬ 
ing.  1993.  245  pages,  paperback. 
$12.95. 


footnotes,  most  of  them  referencing 
authoritative  sources,  and  ten  pages 
of  major  and  recommended  re¬ 
sources:  Agencies,  periodicals, 
books  and  articles. 

Although  pastors  and  lay  leaders 
may  be  as  gentle  as  doves,  this  book 
can  help  them  become  as  wise  as 
serpents. 


Spiritual  strength 

Recognizing  that  a  call  to  leader¬ 
ship  may  intimidate  many,  the  au¬ 
thor  cites  biblical  examples  of  those 
like  Samuel  who  found  the  courage 
and  spiritual  strength  to  serve  God 
and  humankind  faithfully.  Because 
in  modem  times  there  is  often  a 
rapid  turnover  in  church  member¬ 
ship,  he  emphasizes  the  importance 
of  identifying  potential  leaders 
promptly  and  training  them  quick¬ 
ly.  They  must  learn  the  nature  of 
their  assignment,  bring  to  the  work 
a  keen  sense  of  ethics,  a  sensitivity 
to  interpersonal  relations  and  the 
dedications  which  marks  an  ac¬ 
countable  leader. 

As  they  put  into  practice  the 
training  learned,  Paul  Chaffee  sets 
forth  the  responsibilities  of  leader¬ 
ship,  the  legal  requirements  which 
knowledgeable  leaders  should  be¬ 
come  aware  of,  and  the  skills  need¬ 
ed  to  shape  policy  and  monitor 
operating  results.  Leaders  must  em¬ 
power  others,  not  manipulate  them. 

Helpful  discussion 

Turning  to  the  congregation’s 
business,  there  is  a  helpful  discus¬ 
sion  of  effective  administration 
techniques,  methods  for  establish¬ 
ing  sound  employee  policies  and  for 
selecting  and  supervising  suppliers 
who  will  provide  the  church  with 
reliable  physical  and  professional 
services.  Worshiping  communities, 
he  points  out,  invariably  have  more 
resources  than  they  realize. 

Chapters  on  responsibility  for  the 
“invisibly  wounded”  contain  im¬ 
portant  advice  on  pastoral  counsel¬ 
ing,  recognizing  child  or  spouse 
abuse,  avoiding  clergy  misconduct 
and  abuse  by  misguided  staff  mem¬ 
bers  or  laity.  Church  secretaries 
should  provide  sanctuary  from  the 
abuse,  violence  and  strife  so  preva¬ 
lent  in  society  today. 

Readers  seeking  background  in¬ 
formation  will  find  more  than  200 


Mr.  Conners,  of  Meadowbrook, 
Pa.,  is  an  author  who  frequently  re¬ 
views  books  for  the  Reporter. 


Poems 
of  the  week 

Cathedral 

In  these  walls  a  thousand 
Prayers  have  cracked  the  marble. 
And  in  these  halls  a  thousand 
Praises  have  been  shouted 
Shaking  the  foundations. 

And  beneath  this  roof  a  thousand 
Songs  have  been  sung  so  loudly 
To  raise  the  roof  beam,  shattering 
shingles. 

When  it  is  silent 
And  only  the  whisper  of  the 
candles  stir 

Then  I  can  hear  God  within. 

— K.  S.  HARDY 

The  Sacred  Book 

Write  the  words 
Of  his  history, 

His  teaching. 

His  life, 

Within  the  pages 
Of  your  heart 

Where  they  can  rest  enshrined 
And  at  your  fingertips 
To  be  opened  at  need 
To  strengthen  against  temptation. 
To  comfort  in  sorrow, 

To  meditate  on  each  morrow, 

To  be  a  living  prayer 

For  you  and  all  that  know  you. 

— K.  S.  HARDY 

The  Proverbs  of  Solomon 

The  words  of  the  years, 

The  words  of  the  right, 

The  words  of  the  truth 
Are  like  sweet  fruits 
Of  an  undiscovered  garden 
Waiting  to  be  taken 
And  each  and  every  bite 
Raises  hunger  for  more. 

— K.  S.  HARDY 


Our  works  spring  from 
salvation,  says  hymn 


Let  us  plead  for  faith  alone. 

Faith  which  by  our  works  is  shown; 
God  it  is  who  justifies, 

Only  faith  the  grace  applies. 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

Charles  Wesley’s  hymn  empha¬ 
sizes  that  salvation  is  a  gift  of  God 
that  we  experience  through  faith. 
An  individual’s  good  works  do  not 
bring  about  salvation,  but  salvation 
results  in  good  works. 

This  is  the  apostle  Paul’s  message 
to  the  Ephesians,  “For  by  grace  are 
ye  saved  through  faith;  and  that  not 
of  yourselves,  it  is  the  gilt  of  God: 
not  of  works,  lest  any  man  should 
boast"  (Eph.  2:8-9). 

Salvation  is  God’s  doing,  not 
ours,  and  it  comes  to  us  a  freely  of¬ 
fered  gift.  It  is  not  the  result  of  our 
doings,  lest  we  should  boast  about 
it. 

Wesley  believed  this  and  wrote  a 
long  hymn  in  1740  to  be  sung  in  the 
Methodist  Love-feast.  Beginning 
“Come,  and  let  us  sweetly  join,"  the 
hymn  was  divided  into  five  sections 
to  be  sung  at  certain  intervals 
throughout  the  Love-feast. 


History 
of  Hymns 

Borrowed  from  the  Moravians, 
this  fellowship  service  involved 
praise  and  prayer,  a  token  meal  of 
bread  or  cake  and  water,  followed 
by  the  giving  of  Christian  testimo¬ 
nies. 

When  John  and  Charles  Wesley 
traveled  to  the  primitive  English 
colony  of  Georgia  in  1736,  they 
were  impressed  by  the  group  of  Mo¬ 
ravians  on  board  ship. 

The  Moravian  hymns  sung  in  the 
daily  services  of  these  missionaries 
to  the  New  World  greatly  influ¬ 
enced  the  Wesleys. 

A  few  months  after  his  return  to 
London  in  1 738,  it  was  at  a  Moravi¬ 
an  meeting  on  Aldersgate  Street  in 
London  that  John  Wesley  “felt  his 
heart  strangely  warmed.” 

NEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN: 

" In  the  Carden" 
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CAMP  DAY 
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THE  EXPERIENCE 
THE  TRADITION 


The  camping  program  of  the  Louisiana  Conference  has 
been  touching  hearts  and  lives  for  more  than  50  years.  Do  you 
remember  your  times  at  camp?  Today,  our  camps  —  Caney 
Centre  at  Minden,  Istrouma  at  Greenwell  Springs  and  Uskichitto  at 
LeBlanc  —  are  alive  and  well;  a  refuge  from  the  world  where 
lasting  friendships  and  memories  are  made.  And  while  the  history 
of  our  camping  program  brings  glory  and  honor  to  our  Lord,  God 
is  inspiring  a  vision  for  our  future. 


With  God’s  help,  it  is  our  hope  that  the  camping  program 
and  facilities  in  our  conference  will  be  expanded  and  enhanced  to 
more  effectively  accommodate  the  needs  of  the  people  of  our 
conference.  The  goal  is  to  provide  a  natural  setting  where  groups 
can  retreat  from  the  routine  of  everyday  life  with  a  variety  of 
activities  at  all  of  our  camps,  and  offer  an  environment  for 
Christian  spiritual  enrichment. 


CAMP 


1995  LOUISIANA  SUMMER  CAMPING  AT  A  GLANCE 


DATE 

CLASSIFICATION 

CAMP 

GRADE  LEVEL 

June  12  -  16 

Middle  Elementary  I 

Istrouma 

entering  grade  3  or  4 

June  16  -  18 

First  Timers 

Caney 

completed  grades  2  or  3 

June  18-22 

Ole  Time  Family  Camp 

Uskichitto 

all  ages 

June  19  -  23 

Senior  High 

Junior  High  I 

Istrouma 

Caney 

entering  grade  9-12 
completed  grade  6  -  8 

June  26  -  30 

Older  Elementary  I 
Elementary 

Older  Elementary  I 

Caney 

Uskichitto 

Istrouma 

completed  grade  4  or  5 
completed  grade  4  or  5 
entering  grade  5  or  6 

July  5  -  9 

LAMP  (Louisiana  local 
aid  Mission  Project) 

Uskichitto 

completed  grade  7  -  12 

July  6  -  9 

Senior  High 

Caney 

completed  grade  9-12 

July  10  -12 

First  Timers 

Uskichitto 

completed  grade  3  only 

July  10  -  14 

Junior  High  I 

Junior  High  II 

Istrouma 

Caney 

entering  grade  7  or  8 
completed  grade  6  -  8 

July  17  -  21 

Middle  Elementary  II 
Junior  High 

Istrouma 

Uskichitto 

entering  grade  3  or  4 
completed  grade  6  -  8 

July  24  -  28 

Older  Elementary  II 

Istrouma 

entering  grade  5  or  6 

July  31  -  August  4 

Junior  High  II 

Older  Elementary  II 

Istrouma 

Caney 

entering  grade  7  or  8 
completed  grade  4  or  5 

August  7  -  12 

Older  Elementary  III 

Istrouma 

entering  grade  5  or  6 
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iisiana  city  dwellers  join 
uuiers  to  plan  urban  strategy 


Louisiana  Conference  members  from 
New  Orleans  and  Monroe  joined  with  600 
other  United  Methodists  recently  in  Bir¬ 
mingham  to  organize  and  mobilize  an  ur¬ 
ban  strategy  for  the  denomination. 

Programs  and  discussion  focused  on 
ways  the  church  can  help  urban  dwell¬ 
ers  and  the  troubled  cities  in  which  they 
live. 

The  goal  was  to  energize  and  mobi¬ 
lize  churches  as  indicated  by  the  theme 
Seek  the  Shalom  of  the  City  at  the  Na¬ 
tional  Urban  Ministry  Convocation. 

Dr.  Phil  Woodland,  Monroe  district 
superintendent,  among  those  attending, 
said,  “The  idea  was  to  develop  a  holis¬ 
tic  ministry  that  flows  from  God 
through  Christ  to  bring  about  spiritual 
renewal,  community  economic  develop¬ 
ment,  health/healing  and  strengthen 
race  and  class  relationships.” 

Other  aims  were  to  empower  local 
churches  to  be  strategic  bases  for  minis¬ 
try  and  to  proclaim  and  live  the  Gospel 
of  Christ,  to  focus  on  the  specific  prob¬ 
lems  of  city  dwellers  and  to  minister  to 
the  urban  poor,  homeless  and  untreat¬ 
ed,  mentally-ill  persons  who  are  on  the 
fringes  of  society. 

Attending  from  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  were  Rev.  William  Jones,  Anthony 
Alexander,  Gloria  Furman,  Carolyn 
Jones,  Rev.  Sam  Butler,  Rev.  Helena 
Wright-Butler,  Rev.  Rebecca  Conner, 
Rev.  Jeff  Conner,  Dielma  Santana,  and 
Stella  Poindexter,  all  of  New  Orleans, 
and  Rev.  Ellen  Blue  and  Dr.  Woodland, 
from  Monroe. 


A  document  prepared  at  the  Convoca¬ 
tion  will  be  discussed  and  presented  to 
annual  conference  for  further  ideas  and 
consensus  before  it  goes  before  the  1996 
General  Conference. 

Some  of  the  plans  included: 

X  Develop  resources  and  training  to 
help  churches  share  the  Gospel  in  a  di¬ 
verse  and  changing  urban  environment 

X  Development  of  urban  congrega¬ 
tional  Bible  study  to  deepen  faith  and 
challenge  urban  dwellers  to  live  the 
Gospel 

X  Encourage  churches  to  participate 
in  cultural  immersion  and  cross-cultural 
experiences 

X  Develop  new  and  use  existing  re¬ 
sources  for  arts,  music,  worship  and  Bi¬ 
ble  study  that  model  and  encourage 
multiculturalism;  programs  that  pro¬ 
mote  multicultural  understanding  and 
collaboration 

X  Develop  an  urban  institute  that  has 
a  strong  component  on  urban  theology 
and  practical  ways  to  carry  out  theology 
through  community  development 

X  Expand  on  the  Hispanic  Plan  model 
for  urban  leadership 

$  Plan  training  in  urban  ministry 

j  Create  a  Community  Development 
loan  fund  to  help  churches  and  individ¬ 
uals  invest  for  community  development 
through  churches 

X  Develop  parish  nurse  programs  for 
health  and  healing 

t  Establish  a  national  network  for 
churches  working  on  health  and  healing 
concerns 
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Respond  to 
Cod's  Grace; 
Empower 
Cod's  People! 


Special 

SUNDAYS 


This  handmade, 
six-square  quilt  is 
the  unifying  ele¬ 
ment  in  the  1995 
UM  Churchwide 
Special  Sundays 
with  Offering  re¬ 
sources.  Each 
square  relates  to 
one  of  the  six  spe¬ 
cial  Sundays.  One 
Great  Hour  of 
Sharing  is  planned 
for  March  26.  Its 
patch  symbolizes 
Matthew  25:37 
and  the  work  of 
UMCOR. 


Rev.  Bobby  Potter,  District  Superintendent 
urges  all  of  us  to  give  a  little  to  help  a  lot 
during  one  Great  Hour  of  Sharing  March  26 


Rev.  Bobby  Potter,  superintendent  of 
Shreveport  District  challenges  churches 
and  individuals  to  give  to  General 
Church  Offerings  like  the  upcoming 
One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing.  One  of  six 
churchwide  offerings,  it  is  set  for  March 
26. 

Potter  is  aware  that  the  church  takes 
up  many  offerings,  in  addition  to 
pledges,  during  a  year.  Last  year,  he  told 
Shreveport  District  pastors  and  church 
members,  “Everyone  in  the  whole  de¬ 
nomination  gives  to  the  six  special  of¬ 
ferings,  so  each  of  us  doesn’t  have  to 
give  a  lot,  just  a  dollar  or  two,  perhaps 
five,  but  we  should  give  something.” 

Don't  ignore  appeals 

He  had  found  that,  because  they 
could  not  give  a  lot,  many  members  just 
ignored  these  important  churchwide  ap¬ 
peals.  Potter  personally  supports  the 
funds  with  his  own  donations. 

He  emphasized  that  “we  are  a  con- 
nectional  church”  and  these  funds  go  to 
help  many  people  and  projects  that  we 
should  be  assisting.  Among  these  is 
Sager-Brown  Center  for  Enabling  Min¬ 
istries  in  Acadiana  District,  to  be  fea¬ 
tured  in  appeals  promotion  next  year 
for  One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing. 

Potter  believes  if  everyone  in  the 


Conference  gave  a  little  to  this  and  oth¬ 
er  churchwide  offerings,  it  could  make  a 
big  difference. 

“When  a  collection  is  taken  for  our 
own  institutions,  like  the  Children’s 
Homes,  they’re  depending  on  just  us  in 
the  Louisiana  Conference  so  we  should 
dig  deeper  and  give  a  bit  more  to  these 
offerings,”  Potter  said. 

UMCOR  delivers 

UM  Committee  on  Relief  uses  funds 
from  One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing  for 
many  projects  including  flood  relief  in 
America,  food  distribution  in  Russia, 
farming  in  the  Dominican  Republic,  a 
carpentry  program  in  Gaza,  drought  re¬ 
lief  in  Senegal  and  earthquake  relief  in 
the  United  States.  Louisiana  has  received 
UMCOR  funds  since  Hurricane  Andrew. 

Surveys  show  that  UMCOR  is  one  of 
United  Methodism’s  most  trusted  agen¬ 
cies  and  one  which  more  members  sup¬ 
port.  Members  feel  it  does  the  most 
good  with  their  dollars  and  UMCOR  is 
there  first  with  aid  where  people  are 
hurting. 

Worship  helps  and  information  on 
One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing  are  avail¬ 
able  by  calling,  615-742-5110.  For  up- 
to-date  news  about  UMCOR’s  work  call 
800-841-1235. 


Conference  and  district  lay  leaders,  pictured  above  at  the  Convocation  of 
Boards,  are  planning  for  the  Conference  Board  of  Laity  Meeting,  Saturday 
April  1,  9  a.m.,  at  Horseshoe  Drive  UMC  in  Alexandria.  FRONT  ROW, 
FROM  LEFT,  are  Dr.  Keith  Kreutziger,  New  Orleans;  Seola  Callahan,  Lake 
Charles,  and  Fred  Loy,  Conference  lay  leader.  BACK  ROW,  FROM  LEFT, 
are  Leroy  Crump,  associate  Conference  lay  leader;  Clyde  Jordan,  Monroe; 
Jason  Owen,  Ruston;  Ray  Owens,  Shreveport;  J.  D.  Lormand,  Acadiana, 
and  Dickie  Turnipseed,  Baton  Rouge.  Not  pictured:  Bob  Nash,  Alexandria, 
and  Tom  Knight,  North  Shore. 

Dr.  J.  Fellers  heads  religious 
institute  at  Texas  Medical  Center 


Dr.  John  E.  Fellers 


Dr.  John  E.  Fellers,  senior  pastor  of 
First  UMC,  Alexandria,  was  named  ex¬ 
ecutive  director  at  the  Institute  of  Reli¬ 
gion  in  the  Texas 
Medical  Center. 

The  institute  is 
an  inter-faith,  ecu¬ 
menical,  scholarly 
and  serving  com¬ 
munity  that  pro¬ 
vides  a  faith 
context  in  which- 
clergy  and  other  re¬ 
ligious  profession¬ 
als  can  work  with 
physicians  and  health  care  providers  for 
the  mutual  benefit  of  both. 

The  institute’s  mission  statement  af¬ 
firms  that  its  primary  purpose  is  “to 
keep  a  religious  presence  in  health-relat¬ 
ed  issues.” 

Fellers  served  on  the  board  of  trustees 
and  chaired  the  personnel  committee  of 
the  institute  while  he  was  pastor  of  St. 
Paul’s  UMC  in  Houston. 

He  has  served  in  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  for  the  past  10  years.  He  was  se¬ 
nior  pastor  of  First  UMC,  Shreveport, 
from  1985  to  1992  and  in  June  1992 
was  appointed  to  the  Alexandria 
church. 


In  the  early  1970’s  Dr.  Fellers  was 
president  of  Lon  Morris  College  in 
Jacksonville,  Tex. 

He  is  author  of  two  books  published 
by  Abingdon  Press,  Getting  to  Know  a 
Loving  God  and  Secrets  for  Successful 
Living.  He  is  completing  a  third  vol¬ 
ume,  Affirmations  to  Live  By. 

First  UMC  honored  Fellers  and  his 
wife,  Bobbie,  with  a  recent  reception. 
He  assumed  his  new  duties  on  March  1. 

He  said  he  had  mixed  emotions  about 
leaving,  “but  health  care  is  going  to  be 
the  pivotal  issue  for  the  next  decade.  I 
am  excited  about  being  a  part  of  the  de¬ 
bate  and  hopefully,  we,  at  the  institute, 
can  bring  spiritual  and  humanistic  val¬ 
ues  to  the  discussions.” 

He  added,  “We  purchased  a  home  (in 
Sugarland)  five  miles  away  from  our 
oldest  daughter  and  our  three  grandchil¬ 
dren.  Houston  is  home,  I  grew  up 
there.” 

She  said,  “We’re  pleased  because  we’ll 
be  near  all  four  of  our  children  and  the 
grandchildren  who  live  in  Houston.” 

Dr.  Henry  Blount,  who  is  in  private 
counseling  in  Alexandria  and  who  is  a 
member  of  the  congregation,  will  serve 
as  interim  pastor  until  an  appointment 
is  made  by  Bishop  Oden. 


Now  hear  this  electrifying  news 
about  next  election  of  General 
and  Jurisdictional  delegates 


For  the  first  time,  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  delegates  to  the  General  and  Juris¬ 
dictional  Conferences  of  the  UM 
Church  will  be  elected  by  electronic 
vote,  Dr.  Stone  Caraway,  Conference 
treasurer,  announces.  Every  four  years, 
clergy  and  lay  members  to  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  are  called  upon  to  elect  those 
persons  who  will  represent  Louisiana 
Conference  at  these  two  important  con¬ 
ferences.  The  next  ones  are  to  be  held  in 
1996. 

“Careful  consideration  should  be  giv¬ 
en  to  people  who  are  elected,”  Fred 
Loy,  Conference  lay  leader,  said.  “Our 
delegates  will  be  involved  in  shaping 
the  future  of  the  UM  Church.” 

For  that  reason  he  had  earlier  urged 
lay  persons  to  fill  out  forms  with  infor¬ 
mation  that  will  be  distributed  in  a 
booklet  at  annual  Conference  to  help 
delegates  may  make  up  their  minds. 
Twenty-two  lay  persons  had  presented 


themselves  as  candidates  by  the  March 
1  deadline.  Nominations  may  be  made 
at  the  Conference. 

Laity  will  vote  on  lay  delegates  and 
clergy  in  full-connection  will  elect  clergy 
delegates.  Clergy  candidates  back¬ 
grounds  and  stands  on  issues  are  usually 
well-known  to  other  clergy. 

During  Annual  Conference,  June  5-8 
in  Shreveport,  six  lay  and  six  clergy  del¬ 
egates  will  be  elected  to  the  General 
Conference  set  for  April  16-26,  1996,  in 
Denver. 

Twelve  lay  and  twelve  clergy  dele¬ 
gates  are  to  be  elected  to  the  South  Cen¬ 
tral  Jurisdictional  Conference  July 
14-19,  1996,  in  Kansas  City,  Dr.  Ray 
Branton,  executive  director  said.  Alter¬ 
nates  also  are  to  be  elected. 

Delegates  should  be  people  with  time 
to  study  the  issues.  A  great  deal  of  study 
material  will  be  distributed  prior  to  the 
conferences. 


Alexandria  District  banquet  set 


Alexandria  District  Board  of  Laity 
was  scheduled  to  hold  its  Spring  Ban¬ 
quet  Thursday,  March  9,  at  6:30  p.m.  at 
First  UMC  in  Alexandria. 

The  speaker,  Dr.  Edmond  W.  Robb 
Jr.,  evangelist,  pastor  and  writer,  co- 


authored  the  book  The  Betrayal  of  the 
Church:  Apostasy  and  Renewal  in  the 
Mainline  Denominations.  He  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Northwest  Texas  Conference  where 
he  served  as  pastor  20  years  before  be¬ 
coming  an  evangelist  for  21  years. 


Keith  Tonkel,  TV  pastor,  to  speak 
at  Broadmoor's  'Faith  Alive  in  '95' 


Nine  million  people  in  three  states 
listen  to  him  on  Sunday  morning  TV 
and  have  read  his  books.  Now  Keith 
Tonkel  will  be  at  Broadmoor  UMC,  Ba¬ 
ton  Rouge,  for  the  “Faith  Alive  in  ’95” 
event.  He  will  speak  Friday,  March  1 7, 
at  7  p.m.  and  Saturday,  March  18,  at  9 
a.m.  after  breakfast  at  8:30  a.m. 

Saturday  at  10:45  a.m.  there  will  be 


dialogue  with  Tonkel  and  a  service  of 
Holy  Communion.  He  said,  “Questions 
are  as  important  as  answers."  Discus¬ 
sions  among  participants  will  be  held 
after  each  talk. 

Tonkel  has  been  called  “the  Prairie 
Home  Companion  of  Methodism"  be¬ 
cause  of  his  story-telling  abilities. 


An 

especially 
good  year 


Bishop 

William  B.  Oden 


Cursillo  and  Kairos  exist  as  a  program  of  the  Annual  Conference  only  with 
the  bishop’s  blessing. 

I  bless!  Unreservedly  and  enthusiastically. 

Every  year  I  receive  a  report  from  the  Cursillo  secretariat.  Following  is  the 
annual  report  for  1994. 

Well  done,  Cursillo! 

DeColores  Bishop  Oden: 

As  co-chairpersons  of  the  Louisiana  United  Methodist  Cursillo  Secretariat 
for  1994,  we  are  pleased  to  share  with  you  a  summary  of  the  year’s  activities. 

Six  weekend  retreats  were  held  at  Tall  Timbers  Conference  Center  this  year. 
A  total  of  237  pilgrims,  including  17  ministers  attended  this  year  bringing  the 
number  who  have  attended  in  our  conference  to  approximately  1500,  including 
over  100  ministers.  We  still  have  over  400  applications  on  the  waiting  list. 

The  Secretariat  met  seven  times  during  the  year  to  conduct  business  and 
elect  officers  for  the  coming  year.  The  leaders  for  each  Cursillo  weekend  were 
appointed  as  were  the  spiritual  directors  for  1995. 

The  Cursillo  community  continues  its  pledge  campaign  for  the  Conference 
Center  Chapel  and  presently  has  over  $240,000  pledged,  with  over  $70,000  of 
this  amount  collected  to  date. 

The  Cursillo  community  continues  to  support  the  Happening  and  Kairos 
movements  as  we  work  at  strengthening  and  revitalizing  our  local  churches  and 
communities. 

Yours  in  Christ, 

J.  D.  and  Gay  Nell  Lormand 
104-Darwin  Circle 
Lafayette,  LA  7050811 

Editors  note:  Happening  is  the  youth  version  of  Cursillo. 


Members  of  Fellowship  Class  of  UM  Church  of  the  Covenant,  Lafayette, 
are,  FROM  LEFT,  SEATED,  Gladys  Nolan,  Lena  Truett,  Jeanne  Boniol,  Glad¬ 
ys  Andersen,  Olive  Martin  and  Adelaide  Holloway,  and  FROM  LEFT, 
STANDING,  Larry  Bewick,  Martha  Lue  Bewick,  Marie  Smith,  Ginger  Prine, 
Vickie  Neck,  Maurine  Herring,  Travis  Holloway,  Margaret  Rea  and  Mau¬ 
rice  Rea.  Not  pictured:  Dolores  Connor 

Fellowship  Sunday  School  Class 
is  vital,  caring  small  group 


Visionaries  across  denominational 
lines  are  extolling  the  virtues  of  small 
groups.  A  recent  Gallup  poll  found  that 
small  groups,  including  Sunday  schools 
and  Bible  studies,  have  the  potential  for 
drawing  people  together  in  meaningful 
ways,  improving  their  view  of  life  and 
others  and  helping  them  to  feel  closer  to 
God. 

Many  adults  in  Sunday  school  classes 
have  known  that  for  years.  For  instance, 
the  Fellowship  Sunday  School  Class  of 
UM  Church  of  the  Covenant  in  La¬ 
fayette  gathers  weekly  for  study  and 
“spirit-filled  and  lively  discussions.” 

The  class  is  a  vital  part  of  the  church 
which  was  originally  organized  in  1963 
as  Ivanhoe  UMC. 

Like  many  Sunday  school  classes 
across  the  Conference  Fellowship  Class 
plans  social  events  several  times  a  year. 
The  class  and  others  like  it  are  support 
groups  for  persons  when  they  are  ill  or 
have  other  problems. 

Class  members  reach  out  to  others  in 


the  community  and  beyond  with  seven 
mission  projects  including  donations  to 
the  Bob  Lay  Memorial  $1,000  Club 
which  aids  churches  in  formative 
stages,  Wesley  Foundation  Campus 
Ministry,  a  seminary  student  from  the 
church  and  the  Louisiana  Conference 
Center.  They  also  help  support  mission¬ 
aries  in  New  Guinea. 

A  study  by  Robert  Wuthnow  estimat¬ 
ed  there  are  over  3  million  small  groups 
in  America  and  more  than  half  are 
drawn  from  local  congregations  and 
half  belong  to  a  group  connected  to 
their  local  church.  He  estimated  there 
are  900,000  Bible  study  groups  and 
800,000  adult  Sunday  school  classes. 

More  than  nine  out  of  10  members  in 
small  groups,  like  Fellowship  Class,  say 
they  receive  emotional  support  as  a  re¬ 
sult  of  their  participation.  Caring 
groups  members  find  strength  in  one 
another. 

Fellowship  and  adult  classes  in  your 
church  welcome  new  members. 


Melville  UMC  invites  community 
to  join  as  they ' steal  away  to  Jesus' 


Melville  UMC  will  open  its  doors  to 
the  community  each  Thursday  from 
5:30  to  8:30  p.m.  for  a  special  time  of 
meditation. 

The  pastor,  Rev.  Theda  St.  Romain, 
said,  “There  will  be  no  service,  no  sing¬ 
ing,  no  prayer  together  and  no  socializ¬ 
ing.  During  this  period  of  time,  one  will 
be  able  to  ‘steal  away  to  Jesus’  and  be 
away  from  the  busyness  of  life  for  a 
time  of  refreshment  in  the  stillness  of 
God.” 

A  person  can  stay  for  five  minutes. 


half  an  hour  or  whatever  time  is  conven¬ 
ient,  she  added. 

Placed  in  the  foyer  will  be  a  notebook 
in  which  to  record  prayer  requests.  As 
people  come  and  go  they  may  look  at 
the  requests  and  include  these  in  their 
prayers. 

“As  we  pray  for  one  another  we,  too, 
will  be  healed  and  in^community  with 
others  in  need,”  the  pastor  said. 

In  keeping  with  the  ministry  of  John 
Wesley,  a  basket  to  collect  money  for 
the  poor  will  be  placed  in  the  foyer. 
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Scripture  still  our 
plumb  line  for  truth 


Second  in  a  series 

We  United  Methodists  enjoy  a 
rich  heritage  from  our  spiritual 
forebears,  summarized  in  our 
Book  of  Discipline  (Paragraph  65): 
“Their  preaching  and  teaching 
were  grounded  in  Scripture,  in¬ 
formed  by  Christian  tradition,  en¬ 
livened  in  experience,  and  tested 
by  reason.” 

These  four — Scripture,  Tradi¬ 
tion,  Experience  and  Reason — are 
known  as  the  Wesleyan  quadrilat¬ 
eral,  named  after  and  attributed  to 
the  Rev.  John  Wesley,  18th-centu¬ 
ry  English  founder  of  the  Method¬ 
ist  movement  and  church. 

As  with  Methodism’s  founder, 
who  often  described  himself  as  “a 
man  of  one  book”  (meaning  the 
Bible),  the  primary  foundation  of 
faith  is  transmitted  to  contempo¬ 
rary  United  Methodists  through 
the  Old  and  New  Testaments  of 
the  Bible.  Therein  are  the  notes, 
letters,  stories,  histories,  hymns, 
poetry,  prophecies  and  proclama¬ 
tions  of  the  ancients  who  forged 
the  faith  they  believed  was  re¬ 
vealed  by  God. 

Events  that  happened  a  thou¬ 
sand  years  apart  are  only  pages 
from  each  other  in  the  Bible,  signi¬ 
fying  its  major  importance  as  a 
carrier  of  human  history  and  expe¬ 
rience.  As  for  its  insights  into  the 
human  condition  and  the  action  of 
God  toward  us  humans,  nothing 
can  compare  to  its  singular  form 
as  a  “book  of  books." 

But  how  these  ageless  truths 
came  to  us  is  oft  overlooked.  Our 
casual  and  comfortable  use  of 
Scripture  would  not  be  understood 
by  generations  of  Christians  who 
risked — and  sometimes  lost — 
their  lives  so  that  we  could  read 
and  hear  it  at  our  convenience. 

We  have  at  our  fingertips  the  re¬ 
sults  of  the  most  researched  and 
studied  text  on  Earth,  in  forms 
from  everyday  English  on  CD- 
ROM  to  the  well-remembered,  be¬ 
loved  cadences  of  the  King  James 
Version. 

Yet  for  all  its  pervasiveness,  the 
Bible  is  a  flashpoint  among  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  for  two  reasons  best 
expressed  as  questions: 

■  What  does  Scripture  mean  to 
us  today? 

■  What  method  are  we  to  use  to 
determine  its  meaning? 


Lenten 

I  Editorial  Series 


Scripture: 

The  Foundation  of  Faith 

Some  United  Methodists  hold 
that  Scripture  “says  what  it  says.” 
They  would  contend  that  all  parts 
of  the  Bible  are  literally  true,  hav¬ 
ing  been  written  by  scribes  who 
virtually  took  dictation  from  God. 
Thus  they  accept  a  literal  interpre¬ 
tation  of  Scripture. 

Other  United  Methodists  em¬ 
brace  what  is  known  as  the  “his¬ 
torical-critical”  methods  of 
biblical  study  and  interpretation. 
These  methods  attempt  to  inter¬ 
pret  the  meaning  of  Scripture 
based  upon  what  scholars  can  de¬ 
duce  about  the  cultural  influences 
on  those  who  wrote  Scripture. 

Understandably,  these  two 
forms  of  biblical  interpretation 
clash  regularly.  From  this  clash  of¬ 
ten  comes  pain.  With  the  pain, 
however,  sometimes  emerges 
clearer  discernment  of  Scripture’s 
instruction  for  our  time. 

For  all  the  debates  about  its 
meaning,  Scripture  is  to  Christian 
faith  as  the  base  line  is  to  baseball, 
as  a  yardstick  is  to  measurement 
and  as  software  is  to  a  computer. 

We  can  debate  it,  argue  with  it, 
deny  it  or  accept  it,  immerse  our¬ 
selves  in  it,  but  Scripture  main¬ 
tains  its  role  in  Christianity  as  a 
plumb  line  of  truth,  a  witness  to 
the  means  of  our  salvation  and  a 
record  of  God’s  revealed  presence 
in  the  lives  of  faithful  people. 

Next  week: 

Tradition — 4,000  years  a  beginning. 


UMC  restructure  would  cost  too  much 


Thanks  to  the  United  Methodist 
Reporter  for  an  insightful  critique  of 
the  proposed  plan  of  denominational 
reorganization  (see  UMR,  Feb.  24). 

One  issue  not  touched  upon  by  the 
editorialist  is  the  cost  of  such  a  total 
reorganization  (in  such  a  compressed 
time  frame)  to  our  church  body. 

Has  anyone  stopped  to  figure  the 
staggering  amount  of  time  and  energy 
it  will  take  to  remake  simultaneously 
all  five  levels  of  our  denomination? 

All  of  this  will  be  consumed  pre¬ 
cisely  at  the  time  our  obviously  de¬ 
clining  church  body  needs  to 
shepherd  all  its  resources  to  turn  it¬ 
self  around.  Energy  that  is  needed 
for  enhanced  ministry  will  instead 
be  consumed  in  what  may  be  con¬ 
sidered  by  some  a  mere  exercise  in 
narcissism. 

Organizational  theory  tells  us 
that  a  sure  sign  of  institutional  mor¬ 
bidity  is  a  preoccupation  with  inter¬ 
nal  organization,  but  the  obverse 
may  be  true  as  well:  A  preoccupa¬ 
tion  with  internal  organization  may 
in  fact  be  a  primary  cause  of  institu¬ 
tional  decay. 

Let  it  not  be  written  of  our  de¬ 
nomination  that  it  chose,  at  the  cru¬ 
cial  moment,  the  distraction  of  a 
total  reorganization  over  the  real 
possibility  of  rebirth.  I  suspect  we 
cannot  have  both. 

Philip  M.  Niblack 
St.  Louis,  Missouri 

It's  double  work! 

1  like  the  proposals  for  a  pared- 
down  structure  for  our  church  with 
some  cautions  (see  UMR,  Feb.  24). 

Under  the  name  “House  of  Hear¬ 
ing”  I  see  something  that  is  com¬ 
mon  to  the  bureaucracy  found  now 
in  The  United  Methodist  Church. 
For  some  members  working  on  the 
“Council  of  Consensus”  there  is 
also  an  additional  assignment  to 
work  on  the  “House  of  Hearing.” 
Double  work!  Twice  as  many  meet¬ 
ings,  twice  the  travel  costs,  etc.  It 
just  wears  people  out. 

Nor  did  I  see  any  mention  of  “at 
large”  members  to  the  “House  of 
Hearing”  from  the  members  of  the 
local  church  or  various  levels  of  the 
church  structure. 

If  there  is  not  a  good  number  of 
“at  large”  members  who  have  no 
vested  interests  in  other  bureaucrat¬ 
ic  units,  then  we  just  continue  to 
have  policies  and  decisions  crafted 
in  bureaucratic  units  and  handed 
down  to  the  people  in  the  pews. 

The  people  in  the  pews  are  not 
dumb.  Just  the  opposite.  If  they  feel 
they  have  no  voice  in  the  affairs  of 
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their  church,  they  will  continue  to 
leave  The  United  Methodist  Church. 

James  Stevenson 
Columbus,  Ohio 


Reason  is  apparent 

Regarding  your  Feb.  10  editorial, 
the  reason  for  so-called  “Creeping 
Congregationalism”  is  readily  ap¬ 
parent. 

There  are  thousands  of  United 
Methodist  churches  out  there  who 
are  sure  they  are  better  stewards  of 
God’s  money  than  the  conferences 
and  agencies  who  seek  it. 

Until  these  officials  acknowledge 
the  biblically-founded  philosophies 
of  those  who  are  the  source  of  this 
money  and  at  least  consider  their 
incorporation  into  the  official  posi¬ 
tions  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church,  there  will  continue  to  be  a 
falling  off  of  apportionment  giving. 

Phil  Shriver 
Foster,  Oregon 

Training  not  funded 

Knowing  your  concern  for  accu¬ 
racy,  I  want  to  comment  on  the  edi¬ 
torial  in  the  Feb.  10  issue  of  the 
Reporter. 

One  reason  cited  for  paying  appor¬ 
tionments  was  “Christian  education 
workshops  to  train  thousands  of  Sun¬ 
day  school  teachers.” 

For  some  years  the  largest  trainer 
of  Sunday  school  teachers  has  been 
The  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House  through  its  Cokesbury  unit. 
Some  reliable  estimates  say  perhaps 
90  percent  or  more  of  the  training 
effort  is  accomplished  by  Cokes¬ 
bury.  All  of  this  is  done  without  re¬ 
liance  on  apportionment  dollars, 


Bonhoeffer  left  legacy  for  Christian  witness 


since  the  Publishing  House  receives 
no  such  funding. 

While  there  are  many  good  rea¬ 
sons  to  pay  apportionments,  as  your 
editorial  points  out,  this  may  not  be 
one  of  them! 

Robert  K.  Feaster 
Nashville,  Tennessee 

Editor's  note:  Mr.  Feaster  is  presi¬ 
dent  and  publisher  of  the  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House. 

What  about  the  others? 

I  read  with  interest  the  caption  to 
the  picture  contained  in  the  Feb.  10 
“Faith  Connections”  column:  “Sev¬ 
eral  hundred  United  Methodists 
joined  thousands  of  protestors  in  an 
anti-abortion  demonstration  recent¬ 
ly  in  the  nation’s  capital. . . .” 

Since  this  demonstration  was  held 
on  the  22nd  anniversary  of  the  Roe  vs. 
Wade  ruling  of  the  U.S.  Supreme 
Court,  and  many  United  Methodists 
were  also  present  in  support  of  choice 
and  reproductive  freedom,  I  wonder 
why  it  was  you  failed  to  show  a  corre¬ 
sponding  picture  with  the  caption: 
“Several  hundred  United  Methodists 
joined  thousands  of  supporters  cele¬ 
brating  women’s  constitutional  right  of 
choice  and  reproductive  freedom. . . .” 

Glenn  A.  Murphy 
Richland,  Missouri 

A  challenge 

The  Reporter's  Feb.  10  in  support 
of  Bishop  William  Oden’s  opinion 
that  a  “drift  toward  Congregational¬ 
ism  is  keeping  The  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  from  fulfilling  its 
mission”  can’t  go  unchallenged. 

The  list  of  ministries  done  by 
churches  in  connection  is  impres¬ 
sive.  But  so,  I  suspect,  are  the  lists 
of  ministries  done  independently  by 
thousands  of  local  congregations. 

Are  dollars  spent  on  connectional 
ministries  better  spent  than  those 
on  ministries  conceived,  imple¬ 
mented  and  owned  by  a  local 
church?  Even  if  a  congregation  in¬ 
creases  staff  salaries,  can  anyone 
say  that  those  people  are  not  in  the 


best  position  to  determine  how  to 
spend  their  ministry  dollars? 

We  can  decry  “creeping  Congrega¬ 
tionalism’s”  effects  upon  our  connec¬ 
tional  structures,  but  we  might  be 
better  served  if  we  modified  our 
structures  to  better  meet  the  needs  of 
local  churches  in  the  21st  Century. 

No  other  major  Protestant  denom¬ 
ination  does  things  connectionally 
(appoints  and  apportions)  like  we  do. 
Is  it  possible  that  they  might  be  right 
and  we,  who  are  so  different,  might 
be  wrong? 

Gregory  B.  Iverson 
Duluth,  Minnesota 

Is  it  official? 

Is  Lifewatch:  The  Taskforce  of 
United  Methodists  on  Abortion  and 
Sexuality,  which  wrote  to  the  1 1 
U.S.  Senators  who  are  United 
\lethodists  urging  them  to  oppose 
Dr.  Henry  Foster  as  Surgeon  Gener¬ 
al,  an  official  organization  of  the 
church  (see  UMR,  Feb.  17)?  If  it  is, 
there  are  many  United  Methodists 
who  disagree  with  its  view  on  abor¬ 
tion.  And  if  it  isn’t,  it  shouldn't  be 
acting  as  though  it  were. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Moore 
Dallas,  Texas 

Editor’s  note:  Lifewatch  isn't  offi¬ 
cially  connected  to  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church. 


Tell  us  your  views! 

Address  letters  for  publication 
to  "Letters  to  the  Editor."  Include 
your  full  name,  address  and 
telephone  number 
tf) By  mail  to  P.O.  Box  66027S, 
Dallas, TX  75266-0275 
■  By  fax  to  214-630-0079 
/  By  E-mail: 

Via  EcuNet:  mailbox  "UMR" 

Via  CompuServe:  76113,662. 


By  GEORGE  D.  McCLAIN 

Fifty  years  ago,  on  March  9,  1945, 
German  theologian  and  pastor  Die¬ 
trich  Bonhoeffer  was  executed  by  the 
order  of  Adolf  Hitler  for  his  part  in  a 
plot  to  kill  him.  But  Bonhoeffer  be¬ 
queathed  a  remarkable  legacy  which 
his  death  could  not  destroy. 

A  look  at  Bonhoeffer’s  legacy  for 
confessional  theology  and  Christian 
witness  is  es¬ 
pecially  timely 
as  a  “confess¬ 
ing  move¬ 
ment”  within 
United  Meth¬ 
odism  pre¬ 
pares  to  gather 
in  April  to 
adopt  a  con¬ 
fession.  Bonhoeffer  was  a  co-author 
and  signer  of  the  famous  Barmen 
Declaration,  in  which  the  signers 
stated  that  the  church  served  Jesus 
Christ  and  none  other  (the  obvious 
inference  being  a  rejection  of  the 
Nazi  state’s  influence  over  the  gov¬ 
ernment  and  attitudes  of  the  church). 

But  Bonhoeffer  was  also  critical 
of  the  shortcomings  of  Barmen.  He 
faulted  the  Confessing  Church  for 
failing  to  denounce  the  persecution 
of  the  Jews  and  others  under  attack 
by  the  Nazis.  And  over  against 
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those  who  felt  that  simply  a  declara¬ 
tion  was  enough,  he  took  the  step  of 
solidarity,  returning  to  Germany 
from  the  United  States  to  suffer 
with  his  people,  actually  helping 
Jews  to  escape  from  Germany. 

His  critique  of  Barmen  helped 
strengthen  the  major  subsequent  con¬ 
fessing  movement,  that  of  the  apart¬ 
heid-resisting  church  in  South  Africa. 

In  The  Message  to  the  People  of 
South  Africa  the  South  African 
Council  of  Churches  in  1968  reject¬ 
ed  apartheid  as  a  “false  gospel.” 
Later  the  World  Alliance  of  Re¬ 
formed  Churches  declared  that 
“apartheid  is  a  heresy,  contrary  to 
the  gospel  and  inconsistent  with  the 
Reformed  tradition.” 

Finally  in  1986  the  Belhar  Con¬ 
fession  of  Faith  was  adopted  by  the 


Dutch  Reformed  Mission  Church 
of  South  Africa,  in  which  the  rejec¬ 
tion  of  apartheid  was  declared  an 
article  of  faith.  In  the  spirit  of  Bon¬ 
hoeffer,  this  confessing  movement 
went  beyond  generalities  to  con¬ 
demn  the  specifics  of  apartheid  and 
moved  beyond  proclamation  by 
words  alone  to  a  stance  of  solidarity 
with  the  oppressed  black  majority. 

For  those  of  us  in  the  Wesleyan 
tradition,  there  is  a  critical  issue 
whether  a  move  toward  becoming  a 
confessional  church  is  at  all  true  to 
our  heritage.  But  aside  from  that 
question,  there  are  certain  princi¬ 
ples  that  should  guide  any  Christian 
confession  or  witness  in  our  time, 
whether  for  the  problematic  “con¬ 
fessing  movement”  in  The  United 
Methodist  Church  or  the  proclama¬ 
tion  which  any  of  us  make  from  the 
pulpit,  in  the  class  room,  or  in  pub¬ 
lic  statements  of  faith. 

Based  upon  the  legacy  of  Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer  as  appropriated  by  the 
confessing  church  of  South  Africa,  I 
propose  the  following  principles  for 
Christian  witness  in  our  time: 

■  What  we  do  as  Christians  is  in¬ 
extricably  linked  to  what  we  pro¬ 
claim.  Orthopraxis  [“correct 
practice”]  is  as  important  as  ortho¬ 
doxy  [“correct  belief’]. 

■  Witness  in  our  time,  building 


upon  the  Barmen  declaration  and 
South  African  witness,  challenges  the 
legitimacy  of  any  government,  politi¬ 
cal  movement,  or  church  structure 
which  oppresses  people.  It  should  be 
about  the  unmasking  of  dehumaniz¬ 
ing  principalities  and  powers. 

■  Any  witness  or  confession 
which  fails  to  acknowledge  solidari¬ 
ty  with  “the  least  of  these”  (Mat¬ 
thew  25:40)  is  seriously  deficient 
and  may  in  fact  reinforce  their  mar¬ 
ginalization  and  suffering. 

■  As  the  architects  of  confession¬ 
al  theology  recognized  in  South  Af¬ 
rica,  there  are  great  dangers  in 
rhetoric  against  heresy.  Theological 
exploration,  most  especially  by  the 
oppressed,  needs  to  be  respected. 
According  to  prominent  theologian 
John  de  Grachy:  “Confessing  theol¬ 
ogy  today  recognizes  the  legitimacy 
of  a  plurality  of  theological  ap¬ 
proaches,  and  of  the  need  to  be  in 
critical  correlation  with  them.” 

■  Any  confession  or  witness  by  a 
U.S.-based  church  must  offer  an  em- 
pathetic  voice  of  solidarity  with  those 
most  oppressed — among  them,  the 
poor  and  homeless,  immigrants,  racial 
and  ethnic  minorities,  women,  gay 
men  and  lesbians — and  the  theologi¬ 
cal  articulations  which  emerge  from 
their  reflection  in  faith  upon  their  op¬ 
pression. 

■  Christians  today  dare  not  avoid 
questions  of  who  stands  to  benefit 
from  their  witness  and  confession 
and  how  those  actions  measure  up 
against  the  ministry  of  Jesus  to  the 
materially  and  spiritually  poor. 

The  conclusion  of  the  Belhar 
Confession,  in  the  spirit  of  Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer,  went  beyond  simple 
verbal  confession  and  called  for  ac¬ 
tual  resistance  against  apartheid 
and  other  oppression: 

Therefore,  we  reject  any  ideology 
which  would  legitimate  forms  of  in¬ 
justice  and  any  doctrine  which  is  un¬ 
willing  to  resist  such  an  ideology  in 
the  name  of  the  gospel. 


Ronald  P.  Patterson  John  A.  Lovelace  Cynthia  B.  Astle 
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Dietrich  Bonhoeffer 


"I  am  enclosing  some  pictures  to  show  you  what  United 
Methodist  Development  Fund  is  helping  to  accomplish. 
This  is  going  to  be  a  beautiful  building.  ”  J.R. 


(Excerpted  from  letter  sent  by  a  church  member  of  Whiting  United  Methodist.) 


The  United  Methodist  Development  Fund 

Providing  first  mortgage  loans  for  United  Methodist  churches, 
districts,  city  societies,  district  unions,  and  conference  church 
extension  societies:  for  new  construction,  renovations, 
additions,  relocations,  and  parsonages. 

For  information  and/or  a  Loan  Application  call 
1-212-870-3865. 

The  United  Methodist  Development  Fund 
Room  320,  475  Riverside  Drive,  New  York,  NY  10115 
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BAPTISM  STUDY:  The  first  1,300  written 
responses  to  a  churchwide  United  Methodist 
study  of  baptism  were  examined  in  Nashville 
recently  by  the  committee  charged  with  taking 
a  final  theological  statement  to  the  church’s 
1996  legislative  General  Conference.  The  re¬ 
sponses  were  primarily  to  a  questionnaire  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  study  book  By  Water  and  the 
Spirit  issued  in  1993.  Good  or  excellent  ratings 
were  given  by  81  percent  who  said  they  had  put 
in  much  effort  on  the  study. 

WISDOM  LITERATURE:  Wisdom  liter¬ 
ature  in  the  Bible  was  a  recurrent  focal  point 
for  the  47-member  governing  body  of  the  United 
Methodist  General  Commission  on  the  Status 
and  Role  of  Women  meeting  recently  in  Los 
Angeles.  Before  their  meeting,  commission 
members  were  asked  to  read  a  study  document 
produced  by  the  denomination’s  Council  of 
Bishops  in  response  to  a  controversial  ecu¬ 
menical  women’s  Re-Imagining  Conference  in 
November  1993.  The  commission  produced 
about  two  dozen  suggestions  for  promoting  use 
of  the  bishops’  study  document. 

TRIBUTE  TO  GREEK:  Retired  United 
Methodist  Bishop  James  K.  Mathews  of  Wash¬ 
ington  was  among  650  Protestant,  Orthodox 
and  Roman  Catholic  leaders  paying  tribute  to 
Greek  Orthodox  Archbishop  Iakovos  at  a  cele¬ 
bration  in  Atlanta  recently.  Bishop  Mathews 
called  the  archbishop  the  “embodiment  of 
Christian  unity.”  The  celebration  focused  at¬ 
tention  on  the  Archbishop  Iakovos  Endow¬ 
ment  for  Faith  and  Order,  a  campaign  of  the 
Ecumenical  Development  Initiative  that  is 
seeking  to  raise  $10  million  to  support  Chris¬ 
tian  unity  work  of  the  National  and  World 
Councils  of  Churches. 

RADIO  SPOTS:  “Give  life  a  try.  Take  that 
first  step”  is  the  message  of  five  radio  spots 
produced  by  United  Methodist  Communications 
and  sent  on  compact  disk  in  January  to  all 
11,755  radio  stations  in  the  United  States. 
Within  10  days  after  release  of  the  “Message 
of  Hope”  spots  more  than  500  broadcasters  re¬ 
sponded  to  the  agency  with  positive  com¬ 
ments.  The  overwhelming  response  proves 
“broadcasters  want  well-produced  spots,  and 
will  make  time  available,”  said  Bill  Wolfe,  the 
agency’s  assistant  director  of  radio  ministries. 

JEWISH  SITE  HONORED:  A  Conser¬ 
vative  Jewish  synagogue  in  Portsmouth,  N.H., 
recently  became  United  Methodist  Historic  Site 
No.  315.  For  85  years,  the  red  brick  building 
housed  a  United  Methodist  congregation.  It 
was  purchased  by  the  Jewish  congregation  82 
years  ago. 

CLASS  MEETINGS:  An  institute  to  train 

leaders  of  class  meetings,  a  practice  of  early 
Methodism,  will  be  held  May  25-28  at  United 
Methodist-related  Wesley  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary  in  Washington.  Co-sponsors  of  the  insti¬ 
tute,  expected  to  become  an  annual  event,  are 
the  churchwide  General  Board  of  Discipleship 
and  the  United  Methodist-related  Scarritt-Ben- 
nett  Center  in  Nashville. 

NEW  COUNCIL  DIRECTOR:  The 

Rev.  Dan  Smith  has  been  named  director  of 
the  council  on  ministries  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Pacific  Northwest  regional  conference. 

He  succeeds  the  Rev.  Franklin  Summerour, 
who  died  unexpectedly  Jan.  2. 


Possible  sites  for  mission  board  cut  to  two 


Task  force  recommends  Washington, 
Chicago  as  global  agency's  new  home 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

NEW  YORK— Chicago  or 
Washington? 

One  or  the  other  is  almost  cer¬ 
tain  to  be  recommended  as  the 
new  home  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  General  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries. 

The  13-member  task  force 
charged  with  recommending  a 
possible  new  location  for  the 
church’s  international  mission 
board  unanimously  narrowed  the 
list  last  week  from  five  metropol¬ 
itan  areas  to  two. 

Task  force  members  pointed 
out  that  by  “Chicago”  they  in¬ 
clude  all  of  Cook  County  and 
surrounding  suburban  counties 
and  by  “Washington”  they  in¬ 
clude  northern  Virginia  and  sub¬ 
urban  Maryland. 

The  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  with  combined  ex¬ 
penditures  of  about  $118  mil¬ 
lion,  employs  about  450  staff 
with  just  under  400  located  in 
New  York  City. 

Atlanta,  Dallas,  Denver  out 

During  an  eight-hour  closed 
session  Feb.  27-28  in  New  York, 
the  task  force  eliminated  Atlanta, 
Dallas  and  Denver. 

Working  with  an  outside  con¬ 
sulting  firm,  the  task  force  sever¬ 
al  months  ago  drew  up  a  list  of 
23  metropolitan  areas,  then  re¬ 
duced  that  to  five.  Each  of  the 
five  was  visited  by  the  task  force 
during  December  and  January. 

The  Rev.  Donald  E.  Messer, 
task  force  chairperson,  said  the 
next  step  will  be  for  the  group  to 
enter  into  intense  negotiations  in 
each  of  the  two  remaining  metro¬ 
politan  areas. 

Dr.  Messer  said  the  Chicago- 
land  area  and  the  Washington 
area  were  selected  because  they 
“best  fit  the  criteria”  (see  accom¬ 
panying  list). 


General  Conference  in  April 
1996  in  Denver. 

Committee  members  were  cau¬ 
tious  in  estimating  the  price  for 
moving  the  mission  board. 

The  Rev.  Clifford  Drake,  chief 
executive  for  the  church’s  Gener¬ 
al  Council  on  Finance  and  Ad¬ 
ministration,  added  that  the  task 
force  is  primarily  charged  with 
“choosing  the  right  locale.” 

When  that  assignment  is  com¬ 
pleted,  he  said,  his  agency  will 
have  a  better  idea  how  much  the 
move  will  cost. 

Building,  staff  costs 

“There  are  two  major  compo¬ 
nents  involving  costs:  Getting  a 
building  and  costs  related  to 
staffing,”  said  Dr.  Drake.  “Until 
we  get  a  building,  we  cannot 
speculate  about  prices.  Also,  the 
cost  related  to  staffing  includes 
the  obvious  things  about  moving 
the  staff  to  a  new  location.  Also  it 
involves  getting  new  people.” 

Dr.  Ralph  W.  Zimmer  of  Boze¬ 
man,  Mont.,  reminded  the  real 
estate  subcommittee  to  make 
sure  the  final  site  has  adequate 
public  transportation  for  em¬ 
ployees  and  visitors. 

“My  specific  concerns  are  the 
accessibility  of  the  urban  site,  es¬ 
pecially  related  to  mass  transit,” 
he  said.  “Make  sure  you  look  at 
subway  systems  and  other  trans¬ 
portation  within  blocks  of  the 
building. 

“We’re  an  affluent  church,  but 
we  can’t  assume  that  everyone 
coming  to  us  will  be  also.” 
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NEW  YORK — Balbino  Gatdula  Jr.,  a  tax  lawyer  from  Manila, 
Philippines,  asks  that  the  full  Site  Selection  Task  Force  be  al¬ 
lowed  to  visit  any  property  proposed  to  house  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries.  He  was  one  of  13  United  Method¬ 
ists  who  voted  for  either  the  Chicago  area  or  the  Washington, 
D.C.,  area  to  become  the  new  home  of  the  mission  board. 


Cities  meet 
criteria,  says 
committee 
chairperson 

The  Rev.  Donald  E.  Messer, 
chairperson  of  the  task  force  rec¬ 
ommending  a  site  to  relocate  the 
United  Methodist  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries,  said  the 
two  finalists  (see  accompanying 
story)  meet  the  following  criteria: 

■  Large  United  Methodist 
populations; 

■  Excellent  local,  domestic 
and  international  transportation; 

■  Unique  opportunities  for 
the  church  to  carry  on  its  mis¬ 
sion  work  through  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries; 

■  Ready  access  to  internation¬ 
al  government  officials; 

■  A  large  number  of  suitable 
real  estate  oppbrtunities  at  rea¬ 
sonable  prices; 

■  A  variety  of  housing  oppor¬ 
tunities  for  board  employees; 

■  A  skilled  and  diverse  em¬ 
ployee  pool; 

■  Ready  access  to  United 
Methodist  and  other  seminaries 
as  well  as  other  excellent  higher 
education  institutions; 

■  A  strong  desire  on  the  part 
of  religious,  business,  civic  and 
political  leadership  for  the  board 
to  relocate  to  their  communities; 

■  Suburban  and  urban  resi¬ 
dential,  educational  and  cultural 
opportunities. 

—DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 


Global  ministries  head  insists  board  made 
'no  major  effort '  to  oppose  agency  relocation 


"The  full  weight  of  the  board  during  this 
quadrennium  [1993-96]  has  not  been  given  to 
any  major  effort  in  opposition  to  action  of  the 
General  Conference." 

— The  Rev.  Randolph  Nugent 


Tentative  plans  set 

After  the  two  finalist  areas 
were  announced  to  church  me¬ 
dia,  the  committee  set  tentative 
plans  on  how  it  will  select  a  spe¬ 
cific  location  within  either  final¬ 
ist  area. 

The  two  regions  will  be  visited 
by  a  subcommittee  in  March  to 
review  commercial  real  estate 
meeting  mission  board  specifica¬ 
tions. 

Assisted  by  a  consultant  team 
from  Cushman  and  Wakefield, 
Inc.,  the  final  selection  will  be 
discussed  at  a  meeting  in  Boston 
on  May  1 1-12. 

A  final  selection  is  expected  by 
June  1.  The  recommendation 
will  go  to  the  church’s  legislative 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

NEW  YORK— The  chief  ex¬ 
ecutive  of  the  United  Methodist 
General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  says  the  mission  agency 
has  done  nothing  to  undermine 
the  work  mandated  by  the 
church’s 
1992  legisla¬ 
tive  General 
Conference 
regarding  re¬ 
locating  the 
board. 

The  Rev. 
Randolph 

„  .  .  ,  Nugent  told 

Randolph  Nugent  the  reloca¬ 
tion  Site  Selection  Task  Force 


after  its  vote  on  the  final  two 
cities  last  week  that  the  agency 
has  not  been  involved  in  any 
“well  orchestrated  and  well- 
funded”  campaign  to  prevent 
the  board’s  move. 

“I  can  well  understand  in  the 
heat  of  such  discussions  regard¬ 
ing  the  location  of  an  agency 
such  as  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  that  any 
number  of  feelings  might 
arise,”  said  Dr.  Nugent. 

“The  full  weight  of  the  board 
during  this  quadrennium  [1993- 
96]  has  not  been  given  to  any 
major  effort  in  opposition  to  ac¬ 
tion  of  the  General  Conference.” 

Referring  to  a  letter  to  the 


editor  published  in  the  March  3 
issue  of  the  Reporter,  Dr.  Nu¬ 
gent  said,  “It  is  untrue  that  the 
full  weight  of  the  [mission] 
board  is  preventing  the  move.” 

“We  have  not  financed  any 
campaign.  We  have  only  three 
members  of  the  board  on  this 
[13-member]  task  force.  The 
General  Conference  has  given 


direction  to  the  site  selection 
committee.  That  is  the  policy  of 
the  church.” 

Dr.  Nugent  added  that  the 
mission  board  has  received  only 
updates  or  reports  during  its 
meetings  this  quadrennium  and 
has  taken  no  action  regarding 
board  relocation. 

-DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 


\ 


At  Asbury 
Seminaiy,  It’s 
Who  You  Know 
That  Counts 


eorge  Hunter  was 
a  fish  out  of  water 
1  the  summer  of  62.  As 
a  seminaiy  student,  he  spent 
eight  weeks  sharing  his  faith 
with  "Muscle  Beach" 
surfers,  beatniks  and  body 
builders.  They  thought  he 
was  from  another  planet  — 
stained-glass  church  jargon 
made  little  sense  to  these 
folks.  That  experience  set 
Hunter  on  a  lifetime  quest 
that  has  placed  him  among 
the  leading  authorities  on 
communicating  the  Gospel 
to  secular  people 

As  Dean  of  Asbury 
Seminary’s  E.  Stanley 
Jones  School  of  World 
Mission  and  Evangelism, 
Dr.  Hunter  specializes  in 
teaching  students  how  to 
present  the  unchanging 
truth  of  the  Gospel  to  our 
post-Christian  world.  And 
in  a  world  that’s  adrift  in  a 
sea  of  pluralism,  the  mission 
field  isn’t  just  overseas  — it's 
over  a  cup  of  coffee,  over 
the  neighbors  hedges,  over¬ 
looking  12th  &  Vine. 

So  meet  George  Hunter. 
And  prepare  to  meet  your 
world  with  the  life-chang¬ 
ing  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Contact  the  office  of 
admissions  today  at  1-800- 

2- ASBURY. 


A  Asbury 
Theological 
at  Seminary 

H  N  Irvington  Avtnur  •  Wllmoir.  KY-tOWO 


Muscle  Ui 
Beach  iW  ■ 
impacted  ^^1 
George  Hunter  S 
in  more  ways 
than  one.  The 
author  of  I  he  ■ 

I  test-selling 
hook,  I  hie  To 
Reach  Secular  ■ 
People,  recently  1 
won  a  bench-press 
contest.  His  kids 
promptly  labeled  him 
“Elvis  Press." 


Chief  executive  of  denomination's  finance 
agency  announces  that  he's  stepping  down 


Last  fall  Dr.  Droke  and  the  General  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration  itself  were  named  in  a 
$1.5  million  federal  district  court  lawsuit  by  a 
former  employee. 


By  DANIEL  R.  GANGLER 

Associate  Editor 

The  Rev.  Clifford  Droke,  58,  The 
United  Methodist  Church’s  general 
treasurer  since  1984,  announced 
March  2  he  is  leaving  the  agency  to 
seek  another  “challenging  (clergy) 
appointment.” 

Dr.  Droke,  a  clergy  member  of 
the  denomination’s  Califomia-Ne- 
vada  Annual  (regional)  Conference, 
denied  that  he  was  resigning  as 
chief  executive  of  the  church’s  Gen¬ 
eral  Council  on  Finance  and  Ad¬ 
ministration. 

He  said  he  has  conferred  with 
San  Francisco  Area  Bishop  Melvin 
Talbert  and  with  Bishop  Forrest 
Stith  (New  York  Area),  the  agency’s 
president. 

April  meeting 

In  his  announcement  to  the  Ev¬ 
anston,  Ill.,  staff,  Dr.  Drake  said 
Bishop  Stith  had  indicated  that 
when  the  agency’s  budget  and  per¬ 
sonnel  committee  meets  April  1,  “it 
could  develop  plans  for  a  search 
process  and  timetable  for  a  smooth 
transition  to  new  leadership.” 

The  43-member  council  will  meet 
May  16-18  in  Houston. 

Dr.  Droke  has  been  the  council’s 
general  secretary  since  1984.  Or¬ 
dained  an  elder  in  1964,  he  served 
as  pastor  of  congregations  in  north¬ 
ern  California,  as  a  district  superin¬ 


tendent  and  as  director  of  the 
California-Nevada  conference 
council  on  ministries  before  assum¬ 
ing  the  churchwide  post. 

Last  fall  Dr.  Drake  and  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Council  on  Finance  and  Ad¬ 
ministration  itself  were  named  in  a 
$1.5  million  federal  district  court 
lawsuit  by  former  employee  Craig 
R.  Hoskins  of  Deerfield,  Ill. 

Mr.  Hoskins,  the  agency’s  former 
general  counsel  from  1979  until  his 
dismissal  May  16,  1994,  alleges  that 
he  was  fired  after  he  objected  to  Dr. 
Drake’s  “heavy  consumption  of  al¬ 
cohol,”  “alcohol-related  behavior” 
and  “inappropriate”  conduct  to¬ 
ward  female  employees. 

The  lawsuit  led  to  a  called  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  entire  council  in  Dallas 
Sept.  16.  Bishop  Stith  appointed  a 
litigation-management  committee, 
and  Stanley  Kusper  of  Chicago  was 
named  defense  attorney. 

Heard  reports  last  winter 

During  the  council’s  winter  meet¬ 
ing  Nov.  29-Dec.  2  in  Phoenix,  ac¬ 
cording  to  United  Methodist  News 
Service,  Bishop  Stith  told  members 


in  closed  sessions  that  he  had: 

■  Received  a  report  from  the  liti¬ 
gation-management  committee  re¬ 
garding  the  suit; 

■  Received  a  report  from  the 
budget  and  personnel  committee 
about  the  data-gathering  process 
then  being  conducted  as  part  of  the 
ongoing  evaluation  of  the  general 
secretary’s  performance  and 

■  Authorized  preparation  of  a  re¬ 
port  by  an  outside  management 
consultant  to,  according  to  Bishop 
Stith,  “review  practices  and  dynam¬ 
ics  within  the  GCFA  office  ...  so 
that  the  working  atmosphere  in  the 
office  will  be  improved.” 

The  lawsuit  against  the  council 
and  Dr.  Drake  is  pending. 

Dr.  Droke  said  his  leaving  has 
nothing  to  do  with  the  budget  and 
personnel  committee's  ongoing 
evaluation  of  his  performance. 

When  asked  if  the  outside  man¬ 
agement  consultant’s  investigation 
of  the  working  atmosphere  in  the 
office  had  anything  to  do  with  his 
leaving,  he  said,  “No.” 

Under  the  denomination's  clergy 
appointment  polity,  this  is  the  usual 
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The  Rev.  Clifford  Droke,  58,  The 
United  Methodist  Church's  gen¬ 
eral  treasurer  since  1984,  an¬ 
nounced  recently  that  he  is 
leaving  the  agency  but  not  re¬ 
signing. 

time  of  year  when  clergy  who  wish 
to  be  reappointed  inform  their  bish¬ 
ops  of  their  desire. 

Under  the  church's  Book  of  Disci¬ 
pline.  all  active  clergy  members  in 
good  standing  in  an  annual  confer¬ 
ence,  including  those  such  as  Dr. 
Droke  under  appointment  beyond 
the  local  church,  are  entitled  to  re¬ 
ceive  an  appointment. 
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INNOVATION  IN  SPANISH:  First 

United  Methodist  Church  in  Eagle  Pass,  Tex¬ 
as,  has  launched  an  innovative  Hispanic  Minis¬ 
try  via  Telemundo,  channel  6,  a  Spanish 
language  TV  station  which  reaches  a  100-mile 
area  in  Northern  Mexico  and  Southwest  Texas. 
The  project  results  from  a  “gift  and  vision”  of 
Jose  and  Rosalinda  Salas,  who  have  developed 
the  Transmitiendo  la  Senal  del  Evangelio  Com¬ 
plete  ministry.  The  Telemundo  affiliate  ex¬ 
changes  Mr.  Salas’  labor  for  air  time.  The 
Salas  family  provides  First  Church  with  one- 
half  hour  of  air  time  each  week. 

COMMUNICATOR  LEAVES:  Stephen 

Drachier,  former  director  of  communications  for 
the  United  Methodist  Central  Pennsylvania  re¬ 
gional  conference,  recently  resigned  to  become 
press  secretary  for  State  of  Pennsylvania 
House  Majority  Leader  John  Perzel  and 
spokesman  for  the  House  Republican  Caucus 
in  Harrisburg.  Mr.  Drachier  joined  the  coun¬ 
cil’s  staff  after  working  two  years  as  Bishop 
Felton  E.  May’s  special  assistant  in  the  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Bishops'  Special  Initiative  on  Drugs  and  i 
Violence  in  1990  and  1991. 


INTERIM  EDITOR:  South  Carolina  Advo¬ 
cate  Managing  Editor  Allison  Askins  will  as¬ 
sume  the  title  and  duties  of  interim  editor  of  the 
Advocate  effective  May  X.  The  Rev.  Willie 
Teague,  editor  since  June  1988,  is  expected  to 
receive  a  pastoral  appointment  during  1995 
sessions  of  the  South  Carolina  regional  confer¬ 
ence. 

DISCOVER  RESOLUTIONS:  The  Fel¬ 
lowship  Class  at  Grace  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Dallas  recently  discovered  The  Book 
of  Resolutions,  which  gives  United  Methodist’ 
positions  on  selected  social  issues.  Members 
say  that  this  30-year-old  Bible  study  class 
would  occasionally  discuss  a  social  issue  and 
wonder  “Why  doesn’t  The  United  Methodist 
Church  have  a  stand  on  this  issue?”  The  class 
spent  three  months  on  The  Book  of  Resolu¬ 
tions. 

CLARIFICATION:  A  story  in  the  Feb. 

1 7  issue  may  have  given  the  impression  that 
Bishop  Felton  E.  May  (Harrisburg,  Pa.  Area) 
publicly  initiated  concerns  about  the  absence 
of  the  general  secretary  and  other  officers  of 
the  church’s  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  during  the  recent  National  Urban  Minis¬ 
try  Convocation.  He  did  express  concern 
privately,  but  the  absences  were  also  publicly 
questioned  by  several  other  participants  during 
a  briefing  session.  The  Reporter  regrets  any 
confusion  the  story  may  have  caused. 


Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Faith  at  work 

Year  after  tornado,  congregation  digs  in 


1995 
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PIEDMONT,  Ala. — The  congregation  of  Goshen  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  some  of  whom  survived  the  1994  Palm  Sunday 
tornado  that  claimed  the  lives  of  20  of  the  church's  members, 
turn  dirt  to  signal  construction  of  new  facilities  about  one- 
fourth  mile  from  the  destroyed  structure. 


By  MEL  CAMPBELL 

PIEDMONT,  Ala.— Three- 
year-old  Sarah  Clem,  holding  the 
hand  of  her  dad,  the  Rev.  Dale 
Clem,  carried  her  small  cup  of  red 
clay  dirt  to  the  wooden  cross  that 
served  as  an  altar  and  slowly 
poured  the  earth  onto  the  ground. 


Watching  were  her  mother,  the 
Rev.  Kelly  Clem,  pastor  of  Goshen 
United  Methodist  Church,  and  con¬ 
gregation  members  who  survived 
the  1994  Palm  Sunday  tornado  that 
claimed  the  lives  of  20  members  in¬ 
cluding  4-year-old  Hannah,  the 
Clems’  older  daughter. 


On  this  day,  they  met  not  just 
to  remember  the  friends  and 
loved  ones  who  died  March  27, 
1994,  but  to  look  toward  the  fu¬ 
ture  of  their  congregation  and  the 
long  process  of  rebuilding  their 
lives. 

This  Sunday  morning,  congre¬ 
gation  members  and  friends 
brought  their  shovels  to  break 
ground  for  the  new  Goshen  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church.  It  is  about 
one-fourth  mile  from  their  for¬ 
mer  church  which  was  destroyed 
when  the  tornado  caused  the  roof 
and  walls  to  collapse  on  the  wor¬ 
shippers. 

The  new  $1  million  church  fa¬ 
cility,  designed  in  a  butterfly 
shape,  sits  on  a  6.5  acre  site.  It 
will  seat  approximately  250  peo¬ 
ple  and  will  have  a  gymnasium, 
choir  room  and  family-life  cen¬ 
ter.  The  old  church  site  will  be 
left  as  a  memorial  to  those  who 
died  in  the  disaster. 

Ms.  Clem  said,  “The  butterfly 
is  very  important  for  us  because 
it  symbolizes  our  hope,  promise, 
and  the  reason  for  faith  . . .  resur¬ 
rection.” 

The  disaster  left  a  permanent 
mark  on  the  church,  Ms.  Clem 
said,  a  mark  evident  as  members 
openly  wept  during  the  hour-long 
service  on  the  new  church  site. 

Sitting  in  folding  chairs  in  an 
old  soybean  field,  the  congrega¬ 
tion  learned  that  they  had  been 
offered  a  preliminary  insurance 
settlement  of  nearly  $600,000. 

Donations  from  as  far  away  as 
Norway  have  also  poured  in  to 
help  rebuild  the  church. 

Ms.  Clem  said  the  message 
with  many  gifts  seemed  to  be, 
“The  world  needs  more  of  the 
faithfulness  we  have  seen  in  your 
congregation.” 

Donations  include  money  and 
such  items  as  an  altar  rail,  podi¬ 
um  and  a  stained-glass  window 
incorporating  a  butterfly  design. 

Despite  its  own  pain,  the  con¬ 
gregation  has  not  lost  sight  of  its 
mission  in  the  community.  Keith 
Word,  member  of  the  building 
committee,  said  the  new  church 
will  have  a  severe-weather  shelter 
in  the  basement  stocked  with 
food  and  other  supplies. 

Ms.  Clem  announced  that  sev¬ 


eral  members  of  the  congregation 
will  attend  a  meeting  to  discuss 
ways  to  alert  people  in  the  area  of 
impending  severe  weather. 

In  addition,  the  Goshen 
church  took  a  collection  to  send 
to  the  Joppa  United  Methodist 
Church  and  the  surrounding 
community  near  Arab,  Ala.,  re¬ 
cently  hit  by  a  tornado. 

United  Methodist  Bishop  Rob¬ 
ert  E.  Fannin  (Birmingham  Area) 
and  District  Superintendent 
Herb  Williamson  assisted  in  the 
service. 

“Surely  the  presence  of  the 
Lord  is  in  this  place  . . . ,”  Bishop 
Fannin  said.  “We  stand  here  to¬ 
day  because  we  have  that  which 
cannot  be  shaken.” 

Following  the  bishop’s  mes¬ 
sage,  congregation  members 
poured  cups  of  dirt  from  the  old 


church  site  at  the  site  of  the  new 
altar.  Then,  in  succession  from 
young  to  old,  they  brought  their 
shovels — some  tied  with  ribbons 
in  memory  of  the  dead — and 
broke  ground,  burying  the  old 
dirt  under  the  new. 

At  the  end  of  the  emotional 
service,  Ms.  Clem  asked  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  the  congregation  to  re¬ 
lease  balloons  which  were 
addressed  to  friends  and  loved 
ones  who  were  not  there  to  cele¬ 
brate  the  new  building. 

Standing  in  front  of  the  future 
church  and  looking  into  the  sky, 
Ms.  Clem  said  in  a  shaky  voice, 
“Send  them  a  message  ...  all  the 
way  to  heaven.” 

Mr.  Campbell  is  editor  of  "The 
Voice," publication  of  the  United 
Methodist  North  Alabama  Annu¬ 
al  Conference. 
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GOSHEN,  Ala. — The  Rev.  Dale  Clem  and  his  three-year-old 
daughter,  Sarah,  take  their  turn  at  breaking  ground  for  the  new 
Goshen  United  Methodist  Church  in  northeastern  Alabama. 
Mr.  Clem  is  the  husband  of  the  church's  pastor,  the  Rev.  Kelly 
Clem.  Their  daughter,  Hannah,  was  among  20  members  of  the 
church  killed  when  a  tornado  struck  the  sanctuary  on  Palm 
Sunday  1994.  Hannah  was  four  at  the  time  of  her  death. 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  $1.40  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  in¬ 
sertion,  $28.00  minimum  charge  for  up  to  20 
words.  Blind  ads  $21.00  plus  $11.20  for  the  8 
words  to  insert  our  contact  information.  Cash 
must  accompany  order  except  on  contract  ad¬ 
vertising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in  ad¬ 
vance.  Products  and  services  go  through  an 
approval  process. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHURCH  PROGRAM  AND 

Youth.  500-member  congregation  is  seeking  a 
full-time  director  of  church  activities  and  youth 
ministry.  Experience  is  required,  degree  or  cer¬ 
tification  is  preferred.  For  salary  and  job  de¬ 
scription.  send  resume  to:  Dr.  Walter  Smith,  St. 
Paul  UMC,  700  W.  8th,  El  Dorado,  AR  71730 
or  call  (501)  862-4242. 

WANTED:  FULUTIME  YOUTH  Director.  Sal¬ 
ary/benefits  commensurate  with  education  and 
experience.  Send  resume  and  request  for  job  de¬ 
scription  to:  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
P.O.  Box  1 126,  Atlanta,  TX  75551,  or  call  (903) 
796-8247.  Attention:  Rev.  Tommy  Lyles. 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  POSITION  avail¬ 
able  7/1/95,  United  Methodist  Volunteers  in 
Mission  (UMVIM),  Southeastern  Jurisdiction, 
Atlanta,  Georgia.  Full-time.  Extensive  mis¬ 
sions  experience  desired.  College  degree.  Sala¬ 
ry  negotiable.  Send  letter  of  application, 
resume,  references  to:  Leroy  Irwin,  1641  Hed- 
gefield  Ct.,  Tallahassee,  FL  32312-3207.  Clos¬ 
ing  date:  4/15/95. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES  for 
large,  active  program.  2300-member  downtown 
church.  Experience  in  choral  music,  handbells, 
instrumentalists.  Send  resume  and  supporting 
materials  to:  Music  Ministries  Search  Commit¬ 
tee.  First  United  Methodist  Church,  305  N. 
Baird,  Midland,  TX  79701. 

CHURCH  OF  700  MEMBERS  IS  LOOKING 
for  a  full-time  Director  of  Children’s  and  Youth 
Ministries,  contact:  Buford  Finley,  FUMC,  Bay 
City,  TX  77414.  (409)  245-4627. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH/PROGRAMS.  Salary 
based  on  experience,  negotiable  for  right  per¬ 
son.  Must  be  evangelical  with  a  proven  track 
record  with  youth.  Active  church  with  a  new 
Family  Life  Center.  Send  resume  and  refer¬ 
ences:  do  Dr.  L.C.  Johnston,  FUMC,  P.O.  Box 
1510,  Harlingen,  TX  78551. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDREN’S  MINISTRIES: 
Responsible  for  pre-school,  after-school  care,  and 
children’s  church  school  programs.  Will  work  in 
concert  with  other  children’s  ministries  staff. 
Qualified  applicants  should  have  at  least  a  bache¬ 
lor’s  degree  and  substantive  administrative  expe¬ 
rience.  MRE  and  Christian  education  experience 
highly  desirable.  Salary  commensurate  with  expe- 
rience.  Letters  of  application  and  vitae  should  be 
sent  to:  Moody  Memorial  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  2803  53rd  Street,  Galveston,  TX  77551. 
Please  reply  by  March  1 5. 

MCCURDY  SCHOOL  AN  AFFIRMATIVE 
Action/Equal  Opportunity  Employer  is  seeking 
a  Coordinator  of  Development.  Primary  re¬ 
sponsibility  is  grant  proposal  writing,  research 
and  development  of  new  sources  of  income,  to 
coordinate  capital  campaigns,  the  development 
of  a  major  gift  program,  develop  materials  and 
provide  assistance  with  bequests,  gift  annuities, 
estate  planning,  life  insurance  policies,  wills, 
trusts,  public  relations  and  other  areas  that  will 
support  the  financial  health  of  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  related  McCurdy  School.  If  interest¬ 
ed,  send  letter  of  interest  and  resume  to: 
William  A.  Davis,  Superintendent,  McCurdy 
School,  P.O.  Box  127,  Espanola,  NM  87532. 
Phone  (505)  753-7221.  Deadline  to  apply  is 
April  14,  1995. 

DIRECTOR  OF  SINGLES  MINISTRY.  Bal¬ 
ance  teaching,  counseling  and  administration; 
singles  ministry  experience;  teaching  Gifts; 
should  have  experienced  adult  singleness.  Sala- 
ry  and  benefits.  Send  resumes  or  inquiries  to: 
Rev.  Rick  KirchofT,  Christ  United  Methodist 
Church,  4488  Poplar,  Memphis,  TN  38117.  No 
phone  inquires. 

HOT  TRAVEL  DEALS-  IRRESISTIBLE  dis¬ 
counts.  Cruise  Alaska-  2nd  passenger  saves  up 
to  70%.  Second  person  sails  free  on  Caribbean 
and  trans-canal  sailings.  Selected  dates  only. 
Details  call  (7 13)  397-2009. 

VICE  PRESIDENT  OF  DEVELOPMENT  and 
Public  Relations.  United  Methodist  Youth- 
ville,  Inc.,  Kansas'  largest  private,  non-profit 
child  care  agency  located  in  Newton,  KS,  has 
an  opening  for  an  experienced  Development 
professional  with  a  proven  track  record.  This 
position  will  be  accountable  for  providing  di¬ 
rection  and  guidance  to  Youthville’s  fund  rais¬ 
ing,  development,  and  public  relations 
programs.  This  will  include  providing  a  devel¬ 
opment  plan  to  increase  our  fund  raising  activ- 
ities,  donor  base,  and  community  support. 
Qualifications  include:  5  successful  years  in 
the  field  of  fund  raising  and  development, 
must  be  a  Certified  Fund  Raising  Executive 
(CFRE).  The  candidate  must  also  demonstrate 
exceptional  supervisory  and  communication 
skills.  A  bachelor’s  degree  in  a  related  field  is 
strongly  preferred.  United  Methodist  Youth- 
ville  offers  a  competitive  salary  and  exception¬ 
al  benefit  package.  For  consideration,  please 
send  your  resume  along  with  your  salary  re¬ 
quirements  to:  United  Methodist  Youthville, 
Inc.,  Attn:  Human  Resources.  900  W.  Broad¬ 
way,  P.O.  Box  210,  Newton,  KS  67114.  Equal 
opportunity  employer. 

EXPLORE  EXCITING  NEPAL  September  27- 
October  12,  1995.  Experience  Christianity  and 
Nepalese  people  at  ground  level.  Trek  in  Hima¬ 
laya  Mountains.  See  Mts.  Everest  and  Annapur¬ 
na.  Visit  the  United  Mission  to  Nepal.  Dialogue 
with  Norma  Kehrberg  former  UMCOR  direc¬ 
tor.  Rock  bottom  cost-  $2,400  including  airfare. 
Tibetan  Extension.  Write  Rev.  Vic  Hand,  PAR 
Ministries,  1310  Ridgeside  Dr.,  Monterey  Park, 
CA  91754.  (213)  269-6103. 

CHRISTIAN  COMMUNICATIONS  Company 
specializes  in  finding  sources  for  college  ex¬ 
penses.  Scholarships,  grants  and  swards  available 
now  through  database  with  more  than  75,000 
possibilities.  Call  Rainbow  at  1-800-932-PRAY. 

“DO  YOU  WANT  TO  ADOPT  A  BABY?’’ 
Methodist  Mission  Home/San  Antonio  now  ac¬ 
cepting  applications.  Texas  and  New  Mexico 
residents  call  (210)  696-7021  for  information. 

SMOKIE  MOUNTAINS  NEAR  LAKE  Juna- 
luska.  Affordable  efficiencies.  Incomparable 
view.  $190  per  week.  Mountain  View  Guest 
House.  P.O.  Box  1096,  Waynesville,  NC  28786. 
(704)  627-9507.  ! 

AN  EXPANDING  CAMPUS  MINISTRY  on  a 
major  state  university  of  25,000  +  is  seeking  a 
new  Wesley  Foundation  Director/Campus  Min¬ 
ister  to  serve  the  United  methodist  Church  in 
the  Orlando  area.  Ideal  candidate  will  have  pri¬ 
or  campus  ministry  experience.  Prior  experi¬ 
ence  with  commuter  based  campuses  is  a  plus. 
Must  have  strong  relational  and  management 
skills.  Responsible  for  program  development 
and  budget  preparation  and  management.  Sala¬ 
ry  is  negotiable  depending  on  experience.  There 
are  health  insurance,  housing  and  pension 
benefits.  Position  available  June  1995.  Send  re¬ 
sumes  with  references  and  salary  history  to: 
Rev.  Gil  Fonger,  University  Canllion  United 
Methodist  church,  1600  E.  McCulloch  Rd., 
Oviedo,  FL  32765.  Deadline  April  1,  1995. 

NO  ACCOMPANIST?  SING  YOUR  favorite 

hymns  in  worship  or  at  home.  Instrumental  ac¬ 
companiment  for  90  best  known  hymns  on  6- 
tape  cassette  sets.  Choose  piano  or  organ.  Word 
book  included,  but  can  be  used  with  your  hym¬ 
nal.  Makes  an  excellent  gift.  $38.95  plus  snip¬ 
ping.  1-800-728-0573. 

INTERESTED  IN  A  LOCAL  CHURCH  edi¬ 
tion  of  the  United  Methodist  Reporter?  To  find 
out  how  you  can  have  your  very  own  church 
newspaper  withyour  church  as  front  page  news 
contact:  Ron  Thomas,  or  Kay  Fielder,  UMR 
Communications  Group,  P.O.  Box  660275, 
Dallas,  TX  75266-0275.  Or  call  (214)  630-6495 
or  1-800-947-0207. 

FOR  INFORMATION  ON  THE  OTHER  services 

ISRAEL.  SEE  THE  HOLY  LAND.  Organize  10 
people  and  travel  free.  10  days/9  nights.  Only 
$  1 795.00  per  person.  (800)  334-4754. 

provide  your  church  or  conference  call  Tom  Gib¬ 
son  or  Jean  Prall  of  Mission  Communications  at 
(214)  630-6495  or  1-800-947-0207. 

Publishing  house  offers  new  materials 
for  teachers  of  one-room  Sunday  schools 


The  Publishing  House  notes  that  more  than 
24,000  United  Methodist  churches  have  fewer  than 
200  members,  many  with  only  a  few  children. 


By  DANIEL  R.  GANGLER 

Associate  Editor 

Small-membership  churches  are 
being  helped  to  return  to  one-room 
education  popular  in  rural  America 
a  century  ago. 

Cokesbury’s  new  One  Room  Sun¬ 
day  School  resources  are  designed 
for  teachers  faced  with  a  dozen  or 
so  children  whose  ages  may  vary 
from  3  years  through  middle  school. 

Linda  R.  Whited,  editor  of  the 
One  Room  Sunday  School  re¬ 
sources,  said  the  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House  developed  them 
in  response  to  needs  expressed  by 
teachers  of  such  classes. 

She  said  children’s  resources  edi¬ 
tors,  designers,  marketers  and  pro¬ 
ducers  constituted  the  new  products 
team  that  produced  the  series. 

Here’s  how  it  works:  Using  the 
suggested  model  presented  in  the 
One  Room  Sunday  School  resource, 
all  children  meet  together  to  hear 
the  Bible  story  as  the  class  begins. 
They  come  together  again  for  shar¬ 
ing  and  worship  at  the  end  of  the 
class. 

In  between  these  two  gatherings 
the  teacher  can  select  from  several 
suggested  activities  by  age  level. 
These  activities  can  be  used  in  learn¬ 
ing  centers,  such  as  a  resource  table 
where  children  can  learn  on  their 
own  through  exercises.  Other  learn¬ 
ing  activities  can  have  older  and 
younger  children  work  together. 

“It  works  best  in  a  class  where 
two  to  eight  children  of  four  or 
more  ages  learn  together,”  said  Ms. 
Whited. 

Asked  why  Cokesbury  began  to 
offer  resource  for  the  one-room 
Sunday  school,  Ms.  Whited  re¬ 
sponded,  “Two  reasons.  First  to  re¬ 
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spond  to  needs  of  the  many 
churches  who  need  help  working 
with  children  of  many  ages  in  a  sin¬ 
gle  class. 

“Secondly,  to  provide  resources 
that  might  encourage  churches  that 
do  not  have  children’s  Sunday 
school  classes  to  consider  starting 
classes  for  children  they  have,  no 
matter  how  small  the  number.” 

The  Publishing  House  notes  that 


more  than  24,000  United  Method¬ 
ist  churches  have  fewer  than  200 
members,  many  with  only  a  few 
children. 

Ms.  Whited  said  responses  to  the 
new  resource  have  been  good.  The 
overriding  comment  from  small- 
membership  churches  has  been, 
“Thank  you.  We  are  so  glad  the 
Publishing  House  is  thinking  of  us,” 
she  said. 


This  curriculum  is  for  the  Sun¬ 
day  school  teacher  in  a  church 
that  has  all  its  children  in  a  sin¬ 
gle,  multi-age  class. 


Sunday  marks 
UM  heritage 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

United  Methodists  will  honor 
founders  of  the  denomination 
and  their  own  local  congregations 
on  Heritage  Sunday,  April  23. 

Francis  Asbury  was  the  first 
bishop  of  the  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  Church,  but  other  communi¬ 
ties  of  believers  were  established 
that  make  up  the  combined 
Methodist,  Evangelical  and 
United  Brethren  predecessors  of 
the  present  denomination. 

Philip  William  Otterbein, 
i  German  Reformed  missionary 
to  Pennsylvania,  and  Martin 
Boehm,  Mennonite  farmer, 
founded  groups  that  became  the 
United  Brethren  in  Christ.  Ja¬ 
cob  Albright’s  followers  formed 
the  Evangelical  Association. 


Churches  find  one-room 
resources  not  just  for  kids 


Two  rural  United  Methodist 
churches  in  Bayou  Chicot  and  Le- 
compte,  Louisiana  have  become  vi¬ 
tal  since  they  began  using  the  One 
Room  Sunday  School  resource  last 
fall. 

The  Rev.  James  Jones,  pastor  of 
both,  says  the  Bayou  Chicot  church, 
modified  Cokesbury’s  one-room  re¬ 
sources  to  include  adults  as  well  as 
children. 

Dr.  Jones,  who  is  certified  for 
training  teachers,  has  worked  with 
intergenerational  vacation  Bible 
school  classes  for  many  years  and 
said  he  finds  the  curriculum  easily 
adaptable  to  intergenerational 
groups.  At  Bayou  Chicot  students 
range  in  age  from  7  to  90  years. 

“We  did  not  have  enough  (stu¬ 
dents)  to  divide  up  into  classes,”  ex¬ 
plained  class  senior  member  Mabel 
Thompson,  who  advises  her  pastor 
from  her  experience  as  a  student  in 
a  one-room  public  school  as  a  child. 
The  class  is  team-taught  by  Bennie 
and  Ellen  Helmer. 

Before  starting  the  one-room 
style,  neither  church  had  Sunday 
schools,  and  that  concerned  Dr. 


Before  starting  the 
one-room  style,  neither 
church  had  Sunday 
schools. 


Jones. 

“The  Christian  life  of  a  church  is 
limited  if  it  has  no  Sunday  school, 
because  this  is  how  a  church 
grows,”  he  said. 

Responding  to  results  of  the  one- 
room  concept,  Dr.  Jones  said,  “It 
has  breathed  new  life  into  all  activi¬ 
ties  of  the  church.  Attendance  at 
worship  has  grown  from  8  to  24 
people  on  most  Sundays.  The  (Bay¬ 
ou  Chicot)  church  is  no  longer  de¬ 
clining;  it  anticipates  a  vital 
future.” 

Dr.  Jones  said  similar  success  has 
been  experienced  with  the  one- 
room  Sunday  school  for  children  in 
the  Lecompte  church. 

Dotty  Bagbey,  editor  of  the  "Lou¬ 
isiana  United  Methodist  Reporter" 
contributed  to  this  article. 
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Vision  2000  rally  planned  for  Georgia 


ATLANTA— The  Georgia  Dome  will  be  the  site  of  the  Vision  2000 
kickoff  providing  a  new  model  of  outreach  and  evangelism  as  de¬ 
scribed  in  the  accompanying  story. 


By  ALICE  M.  SMITH 
United  Methodist  A lews  Service 

ATLANTA — Across  the  northern 
half  of  Georgia,  United  Methodist 
churches  are  being  jolted  out  of 
their  complacency  and  looking 
anew  at  their  communities  with  one 
purpose  in  mind:  How  do  we  meet 
the  need  around  us? 

First  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Acworth  plans  to  answer  that 
question  by  sponsoring  parenting 
classes  for  single  parents. 

Tiny  Hickory  Flats  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Banks  County,  with 
Sunday  attendance  of  50  or  less,  is 
beginning  a  drive-in  worship  service. 

St.  Mark  will  restore  its  tum-of-the- 
century  downtown  Atlanta  building 
as  a  response  to  a  new  influx  of  mem¬ 
bers  who  have  come  in  part  because 
of  its  hospitality  to  gays  and  lesbians. 

Mt.  Pisgah  United  Methodist 
Church  in  north  Fulton  County  has 
an  informal  worship  service  on  Sat¬ 
urday  night. 

These  congregations  and  hundreds 
of  others  in  North  Georgia  are  taking 
a  hard  look  at  themselves  as  part  of 
an  emphasis  called  “Vision  2000.” 
And,  as  a  result,  they  are  designing 
new  approaches  to  meet  the  chal¬ 
lenges  of  a  new  century. 

Record-number  event  coming 

The  official  launch  event  for  Vi¬ 
sion  2000  will  take  place  March  1 8  at 
the  Georgia  Dome,  bringing  together 
an  expected  20,000-30,000  United 
Methodists  for  a  time  of  celebra¬ 
tion — a  record  number  for  any  event 
in  North  Georgia  Methodist  history. 

Speakers  include  Homer  Rice,  ath¬ 
letic  director  at  Georgia  Tech  and  a 
member  of  Peachtree  Road  United 
Methodist  Church;  Candy  Mullins,  a 
lay  speaker  from  Western  North  Car¬ 
olina  Annual  Conference  where  the 
Vision  2000  program  originated,  and 
Indiana  United  Methodist  Bishop 
Woodie  W.  White. 

Also  providing  leadership  are 
Bishop  J.  Lloyd  Knox,  episcopal 


"The  way  we 
communicate  had  better 
change  or  we  will  die." 
— The  Rev.  Terry  Walton 


leader  of  North  Georgia’s  280,000 
United  Methodists  and  950 
churches,  and  United  Methodist 
Bishop  Richard  C.  Looney  of  Ma¬ 
con.  South  Georgians  in  the  area 
which  Bishop  Looney  heads  em¬ 
barked  on  their  Vision  2000  em¬ 
phasis  in  1993. 

Music  for  the  North  Georgia 
event  will  range  from  “traditional 
church”  to  jazz,  bluegrass  and  con¬ 
temporary  Christian  and  will  be 
provided  by  vocalist  Babbie  Mason, 
a  2,000-member  adult  choir,  a  chil¬ 
dren’s  and  youth  choir  and  a  55- 
piece  orchestra. 

A  different  philosophy 

Vision  2000,  with  the  primary 
emphasis  of  determining  and  then 
meeting  people’s  needs,  is  a  differ¬ 
ent  philosophy  from  throwing  open 
the  doors  and  waiting  for  people  to 
come — an  approach  which  the  pro¬ 
gram’s  leaders  say  worked  in  anoth¬ 
er  time. 

But  as  the  20th  century  winds 
down,  business  as  usual  will  not  cut 
it,  said  the  Rev.  Terry  Walton,  pas¬ 
tor  of  First  Church  in  Acworth  and 
chairman  of  Vision  2000. 

He  said,  “We  have  assumed  the 
wrong  things,  that  churches  could 
continue  to  do  things  like  they’ve' al¬ 
ways  done  them,  and  that  will  meet 
people’s  needs.  It  doesn’t  work.” 

A  primary  reason  why,  he  said,  is 
a  shift  in  society  from  a  “churched” 
to  an  “unchurched”  culture. 

“We  can  bemoan  that  or  we  can 
seize  the  day,  the  opportunity  to  be¬ 
come  creative  in  our  ministry.  The 
gospel  is  the  same  yesterday,  today 
and  forever,  but  the  way  we  com¬ 


municate  that  had  better  change  or 
we  will  die.” 

The  challenge,  Mr.  Walton  said, 
is  to  look  around,  discover  people’s 
needs  and  then  work  to  meet  them. 

“People  are  wanting;  they’re 
hungry;  and  they’re  needy,”  Mr. 
Walton  said.  “It  is  a  spiritual  need, 
but  sometimes  in  order  to  get  to  the 
spiritual  need,  you  have  to  help 
them  understand  that  you  care 
about  them  at  the  level  of  their  hu¬ 
man  need  before  they  will  give  you 
the  time  of  day.” 

Although  implementing  outreach 
programs  tailor-made  for  their  com¬ 
munities  may  boost  church  rolls, 
Vision  2000  is  not  a  numbers  game, 


said  Mr.  Walton. 

“This  is  not  about  numbers.  It  is 
about  being  effective  change  agents 
for  Christ  in  our  communities.” 

Following  the  launch  event,  a  se¬ 
ries  of  training  events  in  April  and 
May  will  provide  local  church  lead¬ 
ership  with  information  and  skills 
to  implement  the  goals  of  Vision 
2000  in  their  churches  and  commu¬ 
nities.  The  ongoing  training  will 
continue  each  year  until  the  year 
2000  and  probably  beyond. 

Ms.  Smith  is  director  of  commu¬ 
nications  for  the  North  and  South 
Georgia  regional  conferences  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church. 


Insights  sought  to  conflicts 
in  Asian-American  churches 


By  ADELLE  M.  BANKS 
Religion  News  Service 

WASHINGTON— When  an 
Asian-American  congregation  on 
the  West  Coast  faced  a  difficult 
conflict,  a  denominational  execu¬ 
tive  came  in  to  help  them. 

They  sat  in  a  circle,  shared 
their  feelings  and,  in  the  end, 
thanked  the  consultant  for  his 
suggestions. 

The  next  day  the  church  voted 
to  disband. 

'Can'l  go  on' 

The  consultant  couldn’t  under¬ 
stand  this  unexpected  outcome. 
The  hospitable  church  members 
showed  him  respect,  but  baring 
their  feelings  was  so  damaging 
that  the  congregation  could  not 
goon. 

The  lesson  from  such  experi¬ 
ences  is  basic,  but  one  only  now 
being  discovered  in  church  cir¬ 
cles:  Asian-Americans  do  not  set¬ 
tle  conflicts  in  the  same  way 
Anglos  do. 

These  differences  were  the  fo¬ 
cus  of  recent  research  by  an 
Asian-American  team  for  the  Al¬ 
ban  Institute,  a  Maryland-based 
organization  that  consults  with 
congregations. 

The  team  found  that  Asian- 
Americans,  concerned  about  pre¬ 
serving  the  dignity  of  everyone 
involved,  often  will  not  deal  with 
crises  head-on.  Non-verbal  com¬ 
munication  may  be  used  because 
once  something  negative  is  said 
it  cannot  be  taken  back. 

Typically,  when  an  Anglo  con¬ 
gregation  has  an  intractable  con¬ 
flict,  the  church  will  pay  a 
mediator  to  visit,  analyze  the 
problem  and  give  solutions.  But 
Asian-American  congregations 
may  be  less  likely  to  pay  an  out¬ 
sider  unknown  to  them  to  help 
solve  a  problem  they’d  rather 
keep  to  themselves. 

“Nobody  likes  to  hang  up  dirty 
laundry,  but  especially  in  an 
Asian  community  they  would 
like  to  see  these  things  resolved 
from  within,”  said  the  Rev.  Bert 


"Nobody  likes  to 
hang  up  dirty  laundry, 
but  especially  in  an 
Asian  community. . ." 
— The  Rev.  Bert  Tom 

Tom,  convenor  of  the  Alban  In¬ 
stitute's  Asian  American  Action 
Research  Team.  The  team  fo¬ 
cused  on  mainline  Protestant 
congregations  made  up  of  Chi¬ 
nese-,  Japanese-  and  Taiwanese- 
Americans. 

Denominational  leaders  can¬ 
not  simply  shape  their  Western 
approaches  to  Asian-American 
culture,  the  team  members  con¬ 
cluded. 

Not  a  simple  matter 

“It’s  not  simply  a  matter  of 
taking  a  Western  concept  or  a 
Western  approach,  finding  the 
corresponding  term  or  phrase  in 
Japanese  or  Chinese  or  Korean 
and  saying  ‘Now  that  you  get  it, 
let’s  do  it  this  way.’  ”  said  the 
Rev.  Virstan  Choy.  He  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  team  and  an  assistant 
professor  of  ministry  at  San 
Francisco  Theological  Seminary 
in  San  Anselmo,  Calif. 

Mr.  Choy  said  Asian-American 
congregations  are  more  con¬ 
cerned  with  “saving  face” — or 
preserving  dignity — than  solving 
a  disagreement  quickly.  A  deci¬ 
sion  may  be  deferred  or  left  am¬ 
biguous — even  for  years — to 
maintain  good  relations  among 
congregants. 

“If  we  go  face  to  face,  I  might 
lose  face,  you  might,  we  both 
might  or  by  the  grace  of  God  nei¬ 
ther  one  of  us  does,  but  that’s 
only  one  out  of  four,”  Mr.  Choy 
said. 

Likewise,  Asian-Americans 
may  avoid  verbalizing  their  dif¬ 
ferences.  Thus,  mediation  that 
emphasizes  verbal  cues,  a  com¬ 
mon  Western  approach,  might 
not  be  effective  in  an  Asian- 
American  church  setting. 


The  evil  the  madness  &  the  sacramental 


CASUf  ROCK  ENTERTAINMENT  PHOTO  BY  GABRIELA  BRANOENSTEIN 


From  Richard  Linklater,  the  filmaker  of  Dazed  and  Confused  and 
Slacker  conies  Castle  Rock  Enertainment's  Before  Sunrise,  the 
passionate  and  intelligent  romance  between  a  young  American 
(Ethan  Hawke)  and  a  French  graduate  student  (Julie  Delpy).  The 
accompanying  review  calls  it  "sacramental." 


By  RON  SALFEN 

The  Evil 

Just  Cause  is  a  movie  that 
quotes  Scripture  (Job,  Ecclesi- 
sastes,  Judges  and  Matthew),  plays 
Christian  songs  on  the  radio 
(“Amazing  Grace”)  and  features 
main  characters  asking  about  belief 
in  Jesus,  affirming  their  conviction 
in  the  afterlife  and  requesting  Bibles. 

But  everything  is  not  what  it  ap¬ 
pears.  Even  the  devil  can  quote 
Scripture  (Luke  4)  and  even  the 
dueling  good  guys  (Sean  Connery 
and  Laurence  Fishburne)  are 
guilty  of  pride  and  deceit,  but  they 
can  be  forgiven  if  they  manage  to 
stop  the  murderous  one  who  is  the 
Father  of  lies  (John  8:44)  and  goes 
about  like  a  roaring  lion,  seeking 
someone  to  devour  (1  Peter  5:8). 
And  even  predictable  endings  can 
be  overcome  with  strong  perfor¬ 
mances  by  colorful  characters. 

The  Madness 

In  the  Book  of  Daniel,  King 
Nebuchadnezzar  goes  mad  (Dan¬ 
iel  4).  He  eats  grass  like  the  ox, 
grows  long  hair  and  long  nails,  is 
driven  from  society. 

Then  suddenly  he  is  himself 
again,  as  if  he  repented  in  the  liter¬ 
al  sense:  He  turned  around. 


The  same  happens  with  George 
III  of  England  in  The  Madness  of 
King  George. 

His  highness,  after  losing  the 
American  colonies,  acts  as  if  he 
has  contracted  a  galloping  case  of 
Alzheimer’s,  but  after  a  season 
afield,  suddenly,  he  is  himself 


again  and  the  whole  nation  is  re¬ 
lieved,  because  a  dysfuntional  mon¬ 
archy  is  a  chaotic  thing  to  behold. 

Nigel  Hawthorne  deserves  his 
Academy  Award  nomination,  but 
American  audiences  need  to  be 
forewarned  that  this  one  is,  I  say, 
very  British,  old  chap. 


stei 


The  Sacramenfal 

In  Before  Sunrise,  Julie  Dalpy 
and  Ethan  Hawke  meet  on  a  train 
and  stay  up  all  night,  walking  the 
streets  of  Vienna  and  hoping  for  a 
moment  of  blessed  transcendence. 

If  you  are  a  conversationalist 
and  a  romantic,  intrigued  with 
psychology,  captivated  by  art  and 
subject  to  moody,  rambling  dis¬ 
courses  on  the  meaning  of  life, 
you’ll  love  it. 

If  you  are  more  action-oriented, 
insisting  on  results  and  evaluating 
on  outcomes,  forget  it. 

Before  Sunrise  is  a  sacramental 
kind  of  experience,  where  you  ei¬ 
ther  sense  that  there  is  more  of 
God  here  than  is  in  the  space  be¬ 
tween  us,  or  not  (1  Corinthians 
10:16).  And  the  perception  of  the 
beholder  makes  all  the  difference. 

Mr.  Salfen  is  pastor  of  the  Ne- 
shaminy-W arwick  Presbyterian 
Church  in  suburban  Philadelphia, 
Pa.,  and  a  frequent  review  of  mov¬ 
ies  for  the  Reporter. 


'Toronto  Blessing':  Fad  or  next  great  revival? 


By  ROBERT  NOWELL 

Religion  News  Service 

LONDON — Hysteria  or  the  Holy 
Spirit? 

That’s  the  question  dividing 
members  of  the  Church  of  England 
as  they  try  to  make  up  their  minds 
about  a  fast-growing — and  highly 
controversial — charismatic  move¬ 
ment  called  the  “Toronto  Blessing.” 

The  avant-garde  movement  be¬ 
gan  small  in  January  1994  at  a 
church  near  the  Toronto,  Canada, 
airport.  It  quickly  spread  through¬ 
out  North  America  and  across  the 
Atlantic  to  England. 

Those  affected,  according  to  re¬ 
ports  in  the  secular  and  religious 
press,  experience  trembling,  quak¬ 
ing,  groaning,  laughing,  crying, 
swooning  and  even  give  vent  to 
what  have  been  called  “farmyard 
noises”  such  as  lion-like  roars. 

And  unlike  some  revival  experi¬ 
ences,  participants  include  people 
from  many  Christian  denomina¬ 


tions,  from  Anglicans  and  Pentecos- 
tals  to  Catholics. 

“In  its  most  visible  form,  the  To¬ 
ronto  Blessing  resembles  Pentecos¬ 
tal  revivals  of  days  gone  by,  like  the 
ones  that  shook  Azusa  Street  in  Los 
Angeles  or  Topeka,  Kansas,  almost 
a  century  ago,”  Charisma  magazine 
reported  recently. 

However,  in  the  stem  judgment  of 
the  Anglican  Dean  of  Worcester,  the 
Very  Rev.  Robert  Jeffery,  the  Toron¬ 
to  Blessing  is  not  a  sign  of  revival. 

“It  is  an  expression  of  mass  hyste¬ 
ria  for  which  there  is  ample  historical 
precedence,”  he  wrote  in  the  latest 
Church  of  England  Year  Book. 

“There  is  a  danger  that  it  will 
lead  to  a  ghetto  mentality  and  the 
undermining  of  an  intellectually  re¬ 
spectable  expression  of  faith.” 

The  Toronto  Blessing’s  best- 
known  manifestations  in  England 
have  been  at  Holy  Trinity,  Bromp- 
ton,  an  Anglican  church  in  London 


where  the  movement  surfaced  last 
May.  So  many  people  began  turning 
up  for  Holy  Trinity’s  Sunday  eve¬ 
ning  service  that  in  October  the 
church  started  holding  two  of  them. 

“Our  experience  is  that  it  is  a 
work  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  bringing 
many  hundreds  of  people  to  re¬ 
newed  faith  in  Jesus  Christ,  a  great¬ 
er  depth  of  repentance  and  a  fresh 
desire  to  pray  and  read  the  Bible,” 
said  the  Rev.  Sandy  Millar,  the  vic¬ 
ar  of  Holy  Trinity. 

“Far  from  undermining  the  true 
faith,  all  the  evidence  suggests  that 
it  only  increases  it.” 

However,  a  cautious  but  positive 
verdict  has  come  from  the  Arch¬ 
bishop  of  Canterbury,  the  Rev. 
George  Carey.  He  told  a  radio  inter¬ 
viewer  last  October  that,  while  he 
himself  had  had  no  personal  deal¬ 
ings  with  it,  friends  of  his  and 
churches  influenced  by  the  Toronto 
Blessing  had  reported  that  it  was 


"In  its  most  visible 
form,  the  Toronto 
Blessing  resembles 
Pentecostal  revivals  of 
days  gone  by. . ." 

— Charisma  magazine 


“not  necessarily  a  bad  thing.” 

“In  fact,”  Archbishop  Carey  said, 
“I  have  seen  evidence  through  the 
lives  of  one  or  two  people  I  know 
for  whom  it  has  been  a  very  refresh¬ 
ing  event.” 

If  the  Toronto  Blessing  is  still  oc¬ 
curring  at  Holy  Trinity,  Brompton, 
in  two  years.  Archbishop  Carey  will 
have  an  opportunity  to  become  per¬ 
sonally  acquainted  with  it.  He  has 
accepted  an  invitation  to  attend  an 
informal  morning  service — but  ow¬ 
ing  to  his  busy  schedule,  not  until 
Dec.  14,  1996. 


'Message  of  Hope'  spots 
receive  good  response 


By  RALPH  E.  BAKER 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE— “Give  life  a  try. 
Take  that  first  step.” 

That’s  the  basic  message,  of  five 
Message  of  Hope  radio  spots  pro¬ 
duced  and  distributed  by  United 
Methodist  Communications  first  in 
August  1994  and  recently  reissued 
in  a  revised  compact  disk  format. 

If  early  response  is  any  indica¬ 
tion,  the  60-second  spots  are  a  suc¬ 
cess  with  broadcasters. 

Within  days  after  the  spots  were  re¬ 
leased  on  CDs  to  all  1 1,755  radio  sta¬ 
tions  in  the  United  States,  response 
cards  from  broadcasters  began  to 
pour  into  United  Methodist  Commu¬ 
nications  offices  in  Nashville. 

The  Rev.  Bill  Wolfe,  assistant  di¬ 
rector  of  radio  ministries  for  the 
agency,  received  more  than  500 
cards  within  10  days  after  the  re¬ 
lease  of  the  spots. 


“On  the  heaviest  day,  we  received 
93  postcards;  replies  now  are  running 
about  75  a  day,”  Mr.  Wolfe  said. 

Most  responses  are  complimen¬ 
tary. 

“These  spots  are  very  well  pro¬ 
duced  and  have  a  positive  mes¬ 
sage,"  wrote  one  broadcaster.  “Will 
there  be  more?”  asked  another. 

The  answer  to  that  question,  Mr. 
Wolfe  said,  is  a  definite  yes. 

According  to  the  response  cards, 
stations  are  using  all  five  spots  in 
the  series  and  are  playing  the  an¬ 
nouncements  from  seven  to  more 
than  100  times  a  month. 

Each  spot  ends  with  the  tagline, 
“This  has  been  a  message  of  hope 
from  the  people  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church.” 

This  overwhelming  response 
“proves  that  broadcasters  want 
well-produced  spots  and  will  make 
time  available  when  they  get  them,” 
said  Mr.  Wolfe. 


Hymn  inspired  by  women's 
arrival  at  Easter's  tomb 


I  come  to  the  garden  alone, 

While  the  dew  is  still  on  the  roses ; 
And  the  voice  I  hear,  falling  on  my 
ear. 

The  Son  of  God  discloses. 

And  he  walks  with  me.  and  he  talks 
with  me. 

And  he  tells  me  I  am  his  own, 

And  the  joy  we  share  as  we  tarry 
there. 

None  other  has  ever  known. 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

Inspiration  for  the  hymn  came 
from  the  reading  of  the  account  of 
the  arrival  of  Mary,  Peter,  and  John 
at  the  tomb  where  Christ  had  been 
buried  (John  20). 

These  and  others  who  had  fol¬ 
lowed  Christ  were  still  in  shock 
from  his  crucifixion  and  death. 
They  loved  him  and  believed  him 
to  be  the  Son  of  God.  They  could 
not  understand  the  tragic  events  of 
the  recent  days. 

When  she  arrived  at  the  tomb, 
Mary  was  surprised  to  find  the 
stone  rolled  away.  She  hastened  to 
tell  Peter  and  John  that  the  body  of 
Jesus  had  been  removed.  As  Mary 
stood  weeping  by  the  tomb,  she 
looked  in  and  saw  two  angels  sitting 
where  the  body  of  Jesus  had  lain. 

In  her  grief  and  frustration  Mary 


History 
of  Hymns 

turned  and  saw  someone  she 
thought  to  be  the  gardener  and 
asked  where  they  had  taken  Jesus' 
body.  When  he  called  her  name,  she 
realized  it  was  Jesus. 

Some  1900  years  later,  C.  Austin 
Miles,  whose  hobby  was  photogra¬ 
phy,  had  converted  a  room  in  his 
home  into  a  combination  photo¬ 
graphic  darkroom  and  study. 

As  he  sat  in  his  study  and  read 
these  lines,  he  closed  his  eyes.  In  his 
vivid  imagination  he  saw  the  events 
and  heard  the  voices,  watching  as  a 
silent  observer  to  the  scene. 

From  the  inspiration  of  this  experi¬ 
ence,  he  sat  at  his  desk  and  wrote  the 
complete  words  of  the  hymn.  Later 
that  evening  he  completed  the  music. 

For  more  than  80  years  Miles’s 
words  and  music  have  become  a 
lasting  part  of  evangelical  hym- 
nody.  In  any  favorite  hymn  poll 
taken  throughout  the  country,  the 
hymn  ranks  high. 

NEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN: 

"If  Thou  But  Suffer  God  to  Guide 
Thee" 
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SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  LOUISIANA  CONFERENCE  OF  THE  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH 


March  10,  1995 


From  the 
Director 

I  hope  as  you  read  this  spe¬ 
cial  page  you  feel  some  of  the 
excitement  for  what  we  do  at  the 
United  Methodist  Foundation.  It 
is  a  great  joy  to  be  involved  in 
such  important  ministries  and  to 
see  wonderful  things  happening 
in  our  church. 

Our  hope  is  that  every  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Louisiana 
will  use  March  12,  Endowment 
Sunday,  as  a  time  to  promote 
planned  giving  in  the  congrega¬ 
tion.  It  is  so  important  that  each 
United  Methodist  be  challenged 
to  give  not  just  from  the  current 
income  pocket  but  also  to  be 
good  stewards  of  the  accumulat¬ 
ed  resource  pocket. 

Please  know  we  are  here  to 
help.  Call  or  write  us  and  we 
will  respond. 

Sincerely, 

V 

t  Kenneth  R.  Reed 


I  am  interested  in  the 
following  topics: 

Q  Providing  for  the  church  in  my 
nili 

O  Creating  a  memorial  fund  or  mak¬ 
ing  a  memorial  gift  to  honor  a 
friend  or  loved  one 
0  Letirning  how  I  can  avoid  capital 
gains  taxes  by  giving  stocks,  real 
estate  or  other  appreciated  pro/jerty 
□  Making  a  gift  through  life 
insurance 

0  Making  a  gift  which  provides 
income  to  me  during  my  lifetime, 
such  as  a  gift  annuity  or  a  chan 
table  remainder  trust 
0  Establishing  a  retwahle  living 
trust 

0  Learn  fug  alxjut  the  tax  benefits  of 
making  a  gift  of  my  home  while 
resen  ing  the  right  to  live  in  It  for 
the  remainder  of  my  life 
0  Depositing  church  funds  in  one  of 
the  Foundation 's  pooled  funds 
0  Establishing  a  "Permanent 
Endowment  Committee"  at  my 
church 

0  Inviting  the  Foundation  to  coordi¬ 
nate  an  estate  planning  seminar 
at  my  church 

0  Inviting  a  member  of  the 

Foundation  staff  to  speak  to  my 
church  or  church  group 
0  Learning  alx>ut  resources  and  lit¬ 
erature  on  the  subject  of  planned 
giving 

0  Receiving  help  from  the  Founda¬ 
tion  with  the  budget  or  capital 
campaign  at  my  church 


Name  _ 
Address. 


City _ State _ 

Zip  _ 

Phone _ j _ 

Church _ 


s<nd  to: 

Untied  Mellx/dln  Foundation 
527  North  Houle  turd 
Baton  Rouge.  Louisiana  70802 
(50V  J46-1555 


Staff 

Kenneth  R  Reed,  Executive  Director 
Ray  M  Caraway,  Associate  Director 
Melinda  Petersen,  Controller 
Martha  Diehl,  Fund  Administrator 
Tamara  de  Graffenrted  Administratin'  Assist. 


Lake  Charles  Couple 
Makes  Gift  of  Real  Estate 


Richard  and  Nancy  See.  two  very 
active  members  of  First  UMC,  Lake 
Charles,  recently  completed  an  act  of 
donation  in  which  they  transferred  sev¬ 
eral  tracts  of  timber 
land  to  the 
United  Methodist 
Foundation.  The 
land,  which  has 
already  been  sold 
by  the  Foundation, 
was  used  to  fund  a 
$250,000  gift  annu¬ 
ity  and  to  establish 
a  $195,000  endow¬ 
ment  fund.  First 
UMC,  Lake  Charles, 
will  be  the  primary 
beneficiary  of  both 
gifts. 

By  transferring 
the  real  estate  to 
the  Foundation,  the 
Sees  avoided  capital  gains  taxes, 
received  an  income  tax  deduction  and 
were  able  to  establish  two  types  of  gifts, 
each  of  which  provide  their  own  unique 
benefits. 

The  gift  annuity  is  a  deferred  gift 
which  will  provide  income  to  the  Sees 
during  their  lifetimes.  The  Foundation 
will  invest  $250,000  from  the  sale  of  the 


property  and  provide  a  fixed  annual 
annuity  payment  to  the  Sees  for  the 
remainder  of  their  lives. 

Thereafter,  the 
remaining  principal 
(which  could  be  more 
or  less  than  the  original 
$250,000)  will  be  used  to 
create  an  endowment 
fund  in  the  Sees’  name 
which  will  provide 
income  to  the  benefi¬ 
ciaries  they  select.  In 
this  case,  the  Sees 
selected  their  church  to 
receive  90%  of  the 
income  while  ,  the 
remaining  10%  will 
be  used  at  the 
Foundation’s  discretion 
for  a  variety  of  United 
Methodist-related  causes  throughout 
Louisiana. 

A  portion  of  the  timber  land  was 
given  by  the  Sees  as  an  outright  gift 
which  will  lead  to  the  immediate  cre¬ 
ation  of  an  endowment  fund  providing 
income  for  the  beneficiaries  selected  by 
the  Sees.  Just  as  they  did  with  their  gift 
annuity,  the  Sees  designated  90%  of  the 
endowment  income  to  their  local  church 
and  10%  to  the  Foundation. 


The  Sees’  pastor,  Rev.  Steven 
Spurlock,  says  their  gift  has  provided 
much  more  than  mere  financial  support. 

“Richard  and  Nancy’s 
gift  is  a  wonderful 
example  of  stewardship 
which  has  inspired  our 
entire  congregation,” 
said  Rev.  Spurlock. 

The  Sees’  gift  has 
inspired  others  in  the 
congregation  to  consid¬ 
er  their  estate  plans  and 
the  many  options  they 
have  for  including  the 
church. 

Richard  and  Nancy  are 
both  retired  and  devote 
much  of  their  time  to 
the  church.  In  addition 
to  serving  as  business 
administrator  and  treasurer  for  his 
church,  Richard  is  a  member  of  the 
Foundation’s  Board  of  Trustees.  Nancy 
is  an  active  member  of  the  United 
Methodist  Women  and  a  frequent  vol¬ 
unteer  in  the  church  library. 

The  Foundation  is  grateful  for  the 
leadership  provided  by  Richard  and 
Nancy  and  for  the  great  inspiration  they 
provide  for  all  of  us. 


"Richard  and 
Nancy's  gift  is 
a  wonderful 
example  of 
stewardship 
which  has 
inspired  our 
entire  congre¬ 
gation/' 

Rev.  Steven 
Spurlock 


Richard  and  Nancy  See 


Foundation  Grant 
Helps  Russian 

Til  TC  by  Suzanne  MaGee, 

V  V*  I  I  li  J  Broadmoor  UMC ,  Shrei'eport 

The  first  thing  you  notice  about  the  tliree  Centenary 
College  students  is  their  bright  smiles.  They  are  happy,  bright 
and  easy  to  talk  to.  Boris  Dyakonov,  Julia  Istomina  and 
Marina  Vaschekina  attend  Centenary  College  in 
Shreveport  due  to  the  assistance  of  many  individu¬ 
als,  churches  and  a  grant  provided  by  the  United 
Methodist  Foundation  of  Louisiana.  They  are  from 
Ekaterinburg,  Russia  and  are  all  charter  members  of 
the  First  United  Methodist  Church  of  Ekaterinburg. 

Marina,  a  first-semester  junior,  is  interested  in 
Industrial  Psychology  -  a  new  field  in  Russia.  Julia  is 
a  first-semester  sophomore  and  the  daughter  of 
Lydia  Istomina,  pastor  of  the  First  UMC, 
Ekaterinburg.  She  hasn't  decided  what  her  major 
will  be  but  enjoys  studying  English  and  English 
Literature.  Boris,  a  second-semester  freshman,  has  chosen 
Church  Careers.  He  is  involved  in  an  informal  prayer  group 
which  meets  for  about  an  hour  each  day  in  his  room.  The  two 
young  women  describe  their  extracurricular  activities  as  lim¬ 
ited  due  to  the  large  amount  of  studying  they  have  to  do  but 
both  are  regular  members  of  the  Broadmoor  UMC  Chancel 
Choir. 

"Everybody  helps  us 
so  much."  says  Marina, 

"and  so  many  have 
helped  to  make  this 
more  like  our  home  to 
us." 

"Our  professors  are 
very  friendly  and  under¬ 
standing,"  explains  Julia, 

"and  they  give  us  addi¬ 
tional  time  to  do  our 
tests  even  though  we  do 
not  want  more  time  than 
the  other  students." 

That  attitude  stands 
out  throughout  this  inter¬ 
view.  Julia,  Marina  and 
Boris  want  to  be  treated 
as  tlie  American  stu¬ 
dents.  They  liave  made 
many  friends,  even  close  friends,  which  surprised  them. 

"I  knew  I  would  have  friends  when  I  came  to  this 
country,"  explains  Marina,  "because  I  knew  a  lot  of  people 


here  before.  1  have  friends  in  Ruston,  Monroe,  Natchitoches 
and  Slireveport.  It  has  surprised  me  to  make  such  close 
friends  I  can  talk  to  about  anything."  Julia  nodded  in  agree¬ 
ment  and  added,  "There  are  so  many  wonderful  people  at 
Broadmoor.  The  church  is  our  home."  She  tears  up  as  she 
names  specific  people  who  have  always  been  there  to  help 
her. 

They  all  agree  the  difficulty  in  being  Russian  students  in 
an  American  college  is  their  dependency  on  others  for  rides 
when  they  need  to  go  somewhere.  It’s  not  so  difficult  to  get 
a  ride,  they  just  feel  bad  having  to  be  so  dependent. 

"In  Russia,  you  have  public  transportation  that  you 
take  everywhere.  Everyone  depends  on  the  buses 
and  you  have  freedom  to  go  anywhere  at  any 
time,"  says  Boris  describing  his  life-style  in 
Ekaterinburg.  His  voice  softens  even  more  than 
usual  as  he  talks  about  missing  his  family,  friends 
and  country.  They  all  write  home  or  fax  letters 
frequently  to  friends  and  family. 

On  a  less  serious  side,  another  difficulty,  though 
only  slight,  is  the  difference  in  translations  in 
humorous  stories,  jokes  or  even  the  way  they  may- 
look  at  something  and  find  humor  in  it  when  their 
American  counterparts  may  not.  But  at  times,  even  that  can 
be  funny  in  itself. 

While  maintaining  excellent  grades  (all  3  5  and  above), 
the  trio  has  experienced  many  different  people  and  places 
during  visits  to  friends  and  churches  in  Texas,  Nashville  and 
throughout  Louisiana. 

They  are  grateful  for  the 
opportunities  they  have 
been  given  and  look  for¬ 
ward  to  their  futures 
when  they  can  return 
home  with  many  memo¬ 
ries  of  people  who  have 
made  this  such  a  posi¬ 
tive  experience.  They 
are  genuine,  honest  and 
appreciative  young  peo¬ 
ple.  Boris,  Julia  and 
Marina  represent  open¬ 
ness  and  sharing 
between  our  two  coun¬ 
tries  as  well  as  great 
promise  and  hope  in  our 
future. 

This  exchange  is  as 
much  of  an  opportunity 
for  us  as  it  is  for  them. 
And  it  is  just  one  more  example  of  how  your  support  of  the 
United  Methodist  Foundation  touches  the  lives  of  others. 


"There  are  so 
many  wonder¬ 
ful  people  at 
Broadmoor. 
The  church  is 
our  home." 


Boris  Dyakonov,  Marina  Vaschekina,  Julia  Istomina 


Endowment 

Sunday 

The  work  of  the  United  Methodist 
Foundation  of  Louisiana  is  composed 
of  a  very  simple  formula:  Christian  dis- 
cipleship  plus 
Christian  stew¬ 
ardship  plus 
vision  for  the 
continuing 
work  of  the 
church  equals 
the  donor’s 
continu  ing 
witness  as 
long  as  there 
is  a  United 
Methodist 
Church. 

In  every  congregation  there  are  per¬ 
sons  who  are  in  the  process  of  translat¬ 
ing  their  love  for  Christ  and  His  church 
into  continuing  witness  through  their 
stewardship. 

This  witness  may  include  a  gift  to 
the  local  church  allowing  interest  from 
the  gift  to  continue  the  annual  pledge  of 
that  member  as  long  as  the  local  church 
exists  and  be  moved  into  the 
Foundation  if  that  church  ever  closes. 
Others  are  considering  gifts  related  to 
capital  improvement  needs  of  a  local 
church.  Still  others  are  considering 
undesignated  gifts  to  the  Foundation 
which  will  be  used  in  the  mission  of  the 
church  where  the  need  is  most  press¬ 
ing.  When  you  go  over  the  various 
causes  the  Foundation  affirms  each 
year,  you  will  be  as  appreciative  and 
proud  of  its  work  as  lam. 

My  prayer  is  that  Endowment 
Sunday,  which  many  churches  will  be 
observing  on  March  1 2,  will  accent  both 
the  work  and  the  possibilities  before  all 
Louisiana  United  Methodists  through 
the  Foundation. 


Meet  the 

Foundation 

Board 

John  T.  Porter  assumed  the  office  of 
Vice  President  of  the  Foundation’s 
Board  of  Trustees  in  1994. 

Mr.  Porter  is 
a  member  of 
Shreveport’s 
Broadmoor 
UMC  and  one 
of  that  city’s 
leading  busi¬ 
ness  and  com¬ 
munity  leaders. 

Well-known  in 
the  Shreveport 
area  as  the 
founder  of 
Porter's 
Cleaners,  he  and  his  wife  Jane  have 
three  children  and  eight  grandchildren. 

His  work  in  the  church  includes  cur¬ 
rently  serving  as  Chairman  of  the 
Shreveport  District  Board  of  Church 
Extension  and  past  service  as  a 
delegate  to  General  and  Jurisdictional 
Conferences. 

Commenting  on  his  work  as  an  offi¬ 
cer  of  the  Foundation,  Mr.  Porter  said, 
“I  believe  the  future  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  and  its  institutions 
within  our  conference  is  grounded  in 
the  United  Methodist  Foundation  of 
Louisiana.  It  is  rewarding  to  wfork  with 
long-standing  trustees  and  newer  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  board  as  we  share  visions  of 
physical  and  spiritual  grow’th  within  the 
local  church  and  throughout  our  state.” 


John  Porter 
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ge  students:  the  current  and  future  church  campus  ministries 


Rev.  Roger 
Templeton 
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With  an  aging  UM  church  popula¬ 
tion,  college  students  represent  hope  for 
the  future  of  the  denomination.  Howev¬ 
er,  campus  minis¬ 
try  participants  are 
not  waiting  to  be 
the  church  of  the 
future  —  they  are 
part  of  the  church 
now.  Students  are 
not  only  minis¬ 
tered  to  but  are  in 
ministry  in  many 
areas. 

An  example  of 
this  is  the  way 
Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  is  responding 
to  the  challenges  of 
the  priorities  set  by 
the  General  Board 
of  Higher  Educa¬ 
tion  and  Campus 
Ministries,  Rev. 

Rev.  Willis  Dear  Roger  Templeton, 
Conference  director  of  youth  and  cam¬ 
pus  ministries,  said. 

While  campus  ministers  are  playing  a 
more  active  role  in  interpreting  campus 
ministry  to  local  congregations,  they  are 
also  very  active  in  student  ministry 
both  on  and  off  campus.  Fruits  of  this 
work  are  evident  as  college  students  be¬ 
come  involved  in  projects  such  as  Habi¬ 
tat  for  Humanity  in  Lafayette,  mission 
trips  to  Sager-Brown  Center  for  En¬ 
abling  Ministries,  Mexico  and  else¬ 
where. 

Repairs  in  Monroe 

Students  pick  up  the  hammer  and 
paint  brush  for  repair  of  facilities  for  lo¬ 
cal  churches  in  Monroe.  Summer  in¬ 
terns  use  their  precious  time  away  from 
the  books  to  serve  in  local  churches  and 
missional  agencies.  “Young  people  are 
struggling  with  and  responding  to  a  call 
to  ministry,”  Templeton  said.  — 

College  students  participate  in  Bible 
Studies,  lunch  programs,  creative  wor¬ 
ship  experiences,  support  groups  and 
on-going  counseling  —  all  part  of  via¬ 
ble,  dynamic  and  renewing  campus 
ministries. 

A  new  ministry  at  Nicholls  State  Uni¬ 
versity  has  been  established  through  the 
hard  work  and  Financial  help  of  local 
congregations  in  Thibodaux. 

Faith  Team 

Louisiana  Intercollegiate  Faith  Team 
holds  promise  for  renewal  in  our  cam¬ 
pus  ministries  through  leadership  devel¬ 
opment  and  spiritual  enrichment.  There 
have  been  two  Chrysalis,  the  college 
equivalent  of  Cursillo,  and  there  will  be 
a  spring  gathering  for  students  in  April. 

Campus  ministers  cannot  possibly  do 
the  work  of  campus  ministry  without 
the  prayers  and  support  of  local  congre¬ 
gations  and  lay  members  who  give  of 
their  time  and  resources  for  this  impor¬ 
tant  ministry,  Rev.  Willis  Dear,  chair, 
Conference  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Campus  Ministry,  emphasizes. 
People  who  would  like  to  help  with  this 
mission  of  the  church  may  contact  an 
area  campus  minister. 


Whenever  students  of  campus  ministries  meet  for  Bible  studies  or  retreats, 
there  are  always  lively  discussions.  Pictured  above  are,  FROM  LEFT,  Le- 
Shelle  Williams,  Southern  University  student;  Gloria  Parrino,  Northwest¬ 
ern  State  University,  and  Ralph  Bauer,  student  at  Louisiana  Tech 
University. 


Priorities 
established 

The  General  Board  of  Higher  Educa¬ 
tion  and  Campus  Ministries  of  the 
UMC  has  established  five  basic  priori¬ 
ties  for  nationwide  campus  ministries 
related  to  The  United  Methodist 
Church. 

The  priorities  in  order  of  importance 
are: 

■  To  affirm  the  centrality  of  students 
in  the  mission  of  campus  ministry  — 
students  are  the  “primary  constituen¬ 
cy.” 

■  A  call  to  renew  and  develop  Chris¬ 
tian  communities  and  intercollegiate  or¬ 
ganizations. 

■  An  appeal  to  evangelism  which 
calls  for  the  restoration  of  sharing  “sto¬ 
ries,  songs  and  rituals  which  convey 
identity  and  meaning”  with  the  young. 

■  Renewed  efforts  to  reach  out  to 
campuses  not  currently  served  by  a 
United  Methodist-related  campus  min¬ 
istry. 

■  A  petition  which  calls  on  all  United 
Methodists  “to  encourage  student  par¬ 
ticipation  and  leadership  in  the  life  of 
the  church,  the  community  and  the 
world.” 


YSF  Sunday  set  for  May  7 

Youth  Service  Fund  grants  distributed 


The  Louisiana  Conference  Council 
on  Youth  Ministries  received  Youth 
Service  Fund  (YSF)  grant  requests  to¬ 
talling  more  than  $12,000  for  1995. 

Through  the  efforts  of  dedicated 
youth  and  adult  workers  with  youth,  the 
YSF  is  able  to  help  fund  eight  missional 
projects  for  youth  in  1995. 

Recipients  of  the  Louisiana  fund  in¬ 
clude:  Youth  In  Mission,  a  Louisiana 
Conference  leadership  training  event  to 
be  held  this  summer  at  Sager-Brown 
Center  for  Enabling  Ministries;  visit  of 
a  Cuban  youth  to  Louisiana  with  Cor¬ 
nerstone  United  Methodist  Church  as 
host;  an  after-school  tutoring  program 
at  St.  Paul  UMC  of  Monroe;  Harvest  of 
Hope,  a  project  of  the  Society  of  St.  An¬ 
drew.  Also,  Youth  Experience  ’95,  a 
summer  youth  training  event  sponsored 
by  South  Central  Jurisdiction  Black 
Methodists  for  Church  Renewal;  Youth 
Experience  in  Small  Business  sponsored 
by  the  Jubilee  Project  of  Sneedville, 
Tenn.;  Israel  Study  Tour  sponsored  by 
Kansas  Conferences’  CCYM,  and  the 
Namunkanaga  Methodist  Youth  Farm 
sponsored  by  the  Methodist  Church  in 
Uganda,  East  Africa. 

YSF  is  money  raised  by  youth,  ad¬ 
ministered  by  youth  for  projects  that 
minister  to  the  needs  of  youth  around 
the  world.  Thirty  percent  of  the  money 
raised  in  each  annual  conference  is  sent 
to  the  National  Youth  Ministry  Organi¬ 
zation  where  it  is  distributed.  Two  proj¬ 
ects  in  Louisiana  were  chosen  to  receive 
national  YSF  grants  this  year:  Brooks 
UMC  After-School  Tutorial  Program  in 


Senior  High  Retreat  held  last  month  at  Woodworth  attracted  280  youth 
from  around  the  Conference.  Participating  in  a  program  are,  FROM  LEFT, 
Katy  Valentine,  Candace  Dent,  Kathleen  Thornell,  Cyndi  Dear  and  Brigette 
Barden,  all  of  Shreveport  District.  Leaders,  Rev.  Tracey  Mackenzie,  Dr. 
Jack  O'Dell  and  Rev.  Dick  Scott-Welch,  asked  youth  to  consider  forces  of 
good  and  evil  at  work  in  their  lives. 


New  Orleans  and  the  Summer  Program 
and  Van  Replacement  in  Houma. 

Youth  Service  Fund  Sunday  is  set  for 
May  7  this  year.  Celebrations  may  vary. 
Youth  may  lead  the  Sunday  morning 
worship  service,  sponsor  a  benefit  din¬ 
ner  for  YSF  or  present  songs  and  skits. 
YSF  Sunday  may  be  celebrated  at  any 


time  in  local  churches  if  May  7  is  not 
convenient. 

YSF  envelopes  and  recognition  cards 
and/or  the  special  songs  and  skits  for 
YSF  Sunday  may  be  requested  by  writ¬ 
ing:  Rev.  Roger  Templeton,  Louisiana 
Conference,  527  North  Boulevard,  Ba¬ 
ton  Rouge,  LA  70802-5700. 


Lent  inspires  local  church  events 


LENT 


Louisiana  churches  are  responding  in 
different  ways  to  the  Lenten  season. 

Parker  Memorial . 

UMC,  New  Orleans,  ' 
whose  pastor  is  Rev. 

W.  Craig  Gilliam,  is 
holding  Home  Lent¬ 
en  Services 
homes  of  members 
each  Thursday  eve¬ 
ning. 

Each  service  includes  scripture  read¬ 
ing,  reflection  on  events  leading  to  Eas¬ 
ter,  prayer,  communion  and  fellowship. 

Members  of  Morningside  UMC, 
Shreveport  are  giving  special  emphasis 
to  relating  positive  feeling  to  those  around 
them  during  “Forty  Days  of  Love.”  Spe¬ 
cial  emphases  include  a  Week  of  Letter 
Writing,  a  Week  of  Family  Apprecia¬ 
tion  and  a  Week  of  Prayer  and  Bible 
Reading. 

At  Broadmoor  UMC,  Shreveport,  the 
Missions  Work  Area  has  planned  op¬ 
portunities  to  recognize  the  sacrifice  of 
the  Lenten  season  —  the  Passion  of 
Christ.  Members  will  place  a  quarter 
each  day  in  a  special  folder  during  Lent. 

The  Lenten  Love  Offering  is  to  be 
used  to  support  the  work  of  the  Provi¬ 
dence  House  and  Methodist  Children’s 
Home  of  Ruston. 

People  who  are  struggling  with  grief 
due  to  the  loss  of  a  family  member  or 
friend  through  death  or  because  of  see¬ 
ing  a  loved  one  suffer  through  a  termi¬ 
nal  illness  have  been  invited  to  attend  a 
Monday  evening  Lenten  series  at  Loui¬ 
siana  Memorial  UMC,  Opelousas.  To 
continue  through  March  27,  the  series 
by  Dr.  Ted  S.  Standley,  pastor,  also  has 


heartening  words  for  people  in  the 
midst  of  separation  or  divorce,  unem¬ 
ployment  or  other  losses.  “All  of  us  suf¬ 
fer  losses  that  impact  our  well-being, 
self-esteem  and  our  faith,”  he  said. 

Elder  Fair  slated 

Set  for  Sunday,  March  19,  from  2  to  5 
p.m.  is  Elder  Fair  ‘95.  The  event  for 
pastors,  members  and  adult  workers  is 
to  be  held  in  Peoples  Community  Cen¬ 
ter,  2019  Simon  Bolivar  Ave.,  New  Or¬ 
leans.  Dr.  Richard  Gentzler,  Older 
Adult  Ministries,  General  Board  of  Dis- 
cipleship,  will  speak. 

Also  attending  will  be  representatives 
of  Lt.  Governor  Melinda  Schwegmann’s 
Task  Force  on  the  Elderly. 


Photos  for  newspaper 

Louisiana  United  Methodist,  the 

Conference  newspaper,  will  at¬ 
tempt  to  use  good,  clear  photos,  in¬ 
cluding  snapshots,  sent  to  us  by 
churches.  Colored  and  black  and 
white  photographs  are  acceptable. 
However,  we  cannot  use  Polaroid 
photos. 

Small  groups,  not  more  than 
three  or  four  people,  shown  as  they 
actively  engage  in  doing  something 
are  favored  over  large  groups  of 
people  just  looking  at  the  camera. 
Send  photos  and  names  of  people 
in  pictures  (listed  left  to  right)  to 
Dotty  Bagbey,  Baton  Rouge  ad¬ 
dress,  at  top  of  page. 
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Small  Christ^WdMK. 
seeing  the  Church 
in  a  new  light 


Bishop  William  B.  Oden 


A  quiet  revolution  is  taking  shape  in  the  American  church  and  it  should 
make  a  tremendous  impact  on  United  Methodism.  Yet,  the  truth  is,  other  com¬ 
munions  are  leading  the  way  in  this  endeavor. 

January  25-29,  1995,  were  the  dates  of  a  very  special  convocation  in  Mar- 
iottsville,  Md.  In  this  place,  small  rivulets  and  streams  that  began  a  generation 
ago  came  together.  The  conference  was  on  “small  Christian  communities.” 

I  fear  that  United  Methodism  has  seen  the  small  church  as  a  fading  reality 
that  has  gone  the  way  of  the  hamlet  and  the  one-room  schoolhouse.  We  even  have  a 
ministry  to  “rural  churches”  which  is  an  umbrella  for  our  small  churches. 


A  majority  of  UM  churches  have  less  than  100  members.  Every  year,  our  Cabinet 
struggles  with  what  churches  to  close  because  they  have  very  few  members. 


The  Catholic  church  is  leading  the  way  in  researching  these  small  Christian 
communities  and  how  best  to  minister  to  them.  This  has  been  occasioned  by 
the  tremendous  decrease  in  priests  of  that  communion. 

I  am  convinced  that  United  Methodism  with  its  Wesleyan  tradition  has  all 
the  tools  needed  to  resource  our  small  Christian  communities  and  enable  them 
to  be  vital  parts  of  the  church  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Several  thoughts  and  concerns  flood  my  mind  as  I  think  about  all  the  small 
Christian  communities  in  our  own  conference. 

•  W  hile  a  small  Christian  community  is  most  effective  when  it  is  associ¬ 
ated  with  the  institutional  church,  it  does  not  necessarily  have  to  have  a 
building. 

•  Worship,  and  especially  the  Eucharist,  is  very  important  to  the  life  of  a 
small  Christian  community. 

•  Small  congregations  readily  fit  into  the  mold  of  the  Wesleyan  class 
meeting  and  therefore  are  good  candidates  for  the  Covenant  Discipleship 
program  and  disciple  bible  study. 

•  The  role  of  the  “lay  pastor,”  by  whatever  title,  will  grow  more  and  more 
important  in  meeting  the  needs  of  our  small  Christian  communities. 

•  A  number  of  our  smaller  congregations  are  rising  in  our  urban  areas  as 
outgrowths  of  Cursillo  and  Peace  and  Justice  networks. 

•  Many  of  these  communities  also  exist  in  our  nursing  homes  and  are 
ministered  to  regularly  by  pastors  of  congregations. 

•  It  is  not  enough  for  small  Christian  communities  to  gather  and  have  an 
internal  life.  They  must  also  reach  out  to  those  around  them.  As  one  per¬ 
son  has  said  “they  are  not  self  meeting  little  cocoons.” 

I  very  much  appreciate  our  “town  and  country”  movement  and  its  rural 
church  emphasis.  In  fact,  I  usually  participate  in  the  retreat  of  these  pastors. 

But  if  we  are  to  have  a  true  paradigm  shift  in  the  way  we  see  ourselves  as  the 
church,  let  us  make  a  transition  from  “town  and  country”  to  “small  Christian 
communities”  w  herever  they  are  found. 


Churches  give  aid  to  Children's  Home 


Shaler  Wells,  development  director  of  the  Children's  Home  of  New  Or¬ 
leans,  said  the  boys  and  girls  are  still  enjoying  the  Christmas  presents  tak¬ 
en  to  the  home  by  members  of  Ebenezer  UMC,  Crowley.  The  church 
rented  a  van  to  make  their  delivery.  Bearing  gifts  are  FROM  LEFT,  Louis 
Sarver,  Joyce  Sarver,  Shirley  Sarver,  Patty  Suire,  Larry  Sarver,  John  Suire, 
Gloria  Stutes  and  Rev.  Robert  Peterson. 


Around  the  Conference 

Dr.  Chris  Andrews,  pastor  of  First  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  is  to  be  recipient  of  the 
1995  Brotherhood  Award  given  by  The  National  Conference  of  Christians  and 
Jews,  Baton  Rouge  Chapter.  He  and  Dr.  Paul  Y.  Burns,  a  member  of  University 
Presbyterian  Church  were  selected  for  the  honor  based  upon  their  activities  and 
dedication  to  brotherhood  by  fighting  bias,  bigotry  and  racism  in  Louisiana,  Pat 
Stansbury,  a  chapter  spokesperson,  said. 

An  awards  dinner  and  reception  will  be  held  Wednesday,  March  22,  at  6:30  p.m. 
in  the  Hilton  Hotel. 

Andrews  and  Rabbi  Barry  Weinstein  on  March  6  escorted  an  interfaith  party  of 
72  on  a  tour  of  Israel. 

*  *  * 

Lake  Charles  District  plans  a  Lay  Speaking  School  for  Saturday,  March  25,  be¬ 
ginning  at  8  a.m.,  in  Squyres  UMC,  Ragley.  Joanne  White  director  of  lay  speaking 
for  Alexandria  District,  will  lead  the  basic  lay  speaking  course  and  Rev.  Steven  Por¬ 
ter  ,  pastor  of  Westlake  UMC,  is  to  lead  the  advanced  course  titled,  “Lay  Speakers 
Interpret  to  Others  Our  UM  Heritage.” 

Registration  is  due  March  20.  Contact  Otis  Marsh,  318-  433-7180,  or  Henry  Ad¬ 
cock,  318-855-6821. 


The  Sanctuary  Choir  of  St.  Mark  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  recently  participated  in  a 
workshop  and  a  Rededication  to  Commitment  Service.  Rev.  Randall  Campbell, 
pastor,  said,  “Blessed  are  the  church  members  who  sing  for  the  Lord  and  not  for 
mankind”  and  “People  who  feel  good  about  themselves  produce  good  results.” 

Ethel  Blaze  is  choir  director.  Ethel  Vicks  is  president  and  Lois  Heath,  chaplain. 

*  *  * 

Alexandria  District  United  Methodist  Men  accepted  the  challenge  to  raise  $1,000 
annually  for  four  years  to  assist  Boris  Dynakonov,  Centenary  College  freshman 
from  Ekaterinburg,  Russia.  The  student  is  preparing  for  full-time  Christian  work. 
Each  UMM  group  was  to  conduct  a  special  fund-raising  project.  By  the  middle  of 
February,  over  half  of  the  pledged  amount  for  1995  had  been  raised. 

The  UMM  of  First  UMC,  Natchitoches,  had  two  projects  to  raise  funds.  They 
sold  Christmas  trees  donated  by  a  member,  Sidney  Evans,  and  they  sponsored  a 
family  dinner. 

*  *  * 

St.  Paul  UMC,  Ethel,  will  hold  the  Annual  Homecoming  and  Family  Day  Cele¬ 
bration  Sunday,  March  19,  at  2  p.m.  Speaker  will  be  Allen  Brown,  of  Nashville, 
president  of  the  United  Methodist  Men. 

*  *  ♦ 

Volunteers  in  Public  Schools  and  two  Baton  Rouge  UM  churches  offer  free  tutor¬ 
ing  to  public  and  private  school  students  in  middle  and  high  school.  The  tutors, 
primarily  engineers  from  local  industries  and  LSU,  will  focus  mainly  on  math  (al¬ 
gebra,  geometry,  trigonometry,  calculus),  physics  and  chemistry. 

Tutoring  is  available  at  St.  John’s  UMC,  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays  from  6  to  7:30 
p.m.  and  Evangeline  UMC  Mondays  and  Wednesdays,  from  5:30  to  7  p.m. 


Members  of  Boy  Scout  Troop  199  from  Aurora  UMC,  New  Orleans,  and 
Scoutmaster  Lee  Prout  are  pictured  as  they  install  a  fence  around  the  play¬ 
ground  at  Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans.  The  church  pastor  is  Dr.  W. 
Odell  Simmons  and  Dr.  Richard  E.  Hodges  is  the  home  director. 

Bulletin  inserts  for  newspaper 
subscription  campaign  are  mailed 


Each  senior  minister  of  a  church  or 
charge  should  have  received  bulletin  in¬ 
serts  for  the  annual  subscription  drive 
for  the  Louisiana  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter  edition. 

In  order  to  reach  more  people,  it  is 
hoped  that  the  inserts  may  be  placed  in 
bulletins  on  more  than  one  Sunday  and 
the  Conference  paper  drive  mentioned 
on  at  least  two  occasions  from  the  pul¬ 
pit  are  in  church  publications. 

The  newspaper  helps  clergy  and  laity 
to  keep  in  touch  with  happenings  in  the 
Conference,  districts  and  local  churches 
—  how  God  is  working  through  the 
churches  and  in  the  lives  of  individuals. 
Articles  also  inform  about  national  and 
world  issues.  With  the  approaching 
General  Conferences,  proposed  changes 
in  the  denomination  are  reported  on 
regularly. 

Most  local  churches  appoint  one  per¬ 
son  to  accept  all  renewals  and  new  sub¬ 


scriptions.  They  mail  one  large  check 
(made  out  to  Louisiana  Conference)  to: 
Dotty  Bagbey,  editor,  Louisiana  United 
Methodist,  527  North  Blvd.,  Baton 
Rouge,  LA  70802-5700. 

Ministers  are  urged  to  retain  unused 
subscription  forms  (the  inserts)  in 
church  offices  for  new  members  or  oth¬ 
ers  desiring  to  subscribe  at  any  time 
during  the  year.  No  matter  what  time  a 
person  subscribes,  the  paper  is  deliv¬ 
ered  weekly  for  a  year  from  the  time  it 
is  received. 

Churches  are  urged  to  remember  the 
campaign  prizes  of  special  space  in  the 
paper  for  their  churches.  Two  prizes  are 
offered,  one  for  large  and  another  for 
small  churches,  for  bringing  in  the  most 
subscriptions  during  March. 

Please  notice  that  the  annual  sub¬ 
scription  fee  is  now  $12.50,  fifty  cents 
higher  than  last  year. 


The  United  Methodist 
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Faith  forum 
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Faith  traditions 
help  us  honor  God 


Third  in  a  series. 

Joseph  Stein’s  stage  and  screen 
play.  Fiddler  on  the  Roof,  opens 
with  a  song  and  monologue  that 
sum  up  the  essence  of  what  it 
means  for  the  Russian  peasant, 
Tevye,  to  be  Jewish:  Tradition. 

Tevye  doesn’t  always  know 
what  the  different  traditions  mean 
but  he  does  know  that  they,  like 
he,  give  homage  to  God  and  that 
this  is  what’s  important. 

The  same  holds  true  with  our 
United  Methodist  understanding 
of  the  Christian  faith. 

We  may  not  know  why  there  are 
two  candles  on  most  of  our  com¬ 
munion  tables  or  why  we  drink 
grape  juice  instead  of  wine  during 
communion  or  even  why  we  wor¬ 
ship  on  Sunday  mornings.  But, 
like  Tevye,  we  know  that  these  tra¬ 
ditions  are  intended — through  not 
always  achieved — as  devotions  to 
God. 

Christianity  began  at  Pentecost 
but  not  in  a  vacuum.  It  drew  from 
a  rich  Jewish  tradition.  Many 
parts  of  the  Old  Testament  were 
oral  traditions  for  centuries  before 
they  were  recorded  as  Scripture. 

Like  Scripture,  tradition  points 
beyond  itself  to  the  God  of  all  his¬ 
tory. 

Tradition  is  as  old  as  symboliz¬ 
ing  God’s  presence  in  a  flame  or  as 
new  as  dropping  money  into  a 
Christmas  kettle  for  the  Salvation 
Army. 

But  tradition  can  offer  false  icons, 
too.  Anglican  Christianity  in  18th 
century  England  was  preoccupied 
with  tradition,  locked  in  liturgies, 
motions,  vestments  and  architec¬ 
ture.  In  short,  traditions  overshad¬ 
owed  the  vital  Gospel  message — a 
situation  which  led  John  Wesley, 
Methodism’s  founder,  to  preach 
God’s  redeeming  love  on  the  streets 
and  in  the  fields. 

A  similar  struggle  continues  with¬ 
in  United  Methodist  Christianity. 
Two  of  its  most  prominent  examples 
are  worship  and  baptism. 

Some  congregations  debate 
whether  to  maintain  the  Protes¬ 
tant  worship  tradition  wherein  the 
sermon  is  the  central  act  or  to  em¬ 
brace  contemporary  worship  “cel¬ 
ebrations”  with  music,  light  shows 
and  drama  typical  of  the  sur¬ 
rounding  culture. 

A  troubling  tension  exists  likewise 
in  baptism.  United  Methodists  have 
held  traditionally  that  baptism  is  a 
one-time  unrepeatable  sacrament  in 
which  the  grace  of  God  is  the  active 
agent  However,  the  influence  of 


Lenten 
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Tradition: 

4,000  years  a  beginning 

other  traditions  on  contemporary 
United  Methodist  practice  has  led 
some  people  to  repeat  baptism  for 
the  sake  of  commemorating  an  indi¬ 
vidual’s  response  to  God’s  grace. 

These  are  but  two  examples  of 
the  challenge  confronting  today’s 
United  Methodists  in  evaluating 
our  faith  traditions  in  every  ex¬ 
pression:  worship,  Christian  edu¬ 
cation,  spiritual  nurture,  outreach 
and  church  structure. 

At  the  very  least,  our  faith  histo¬ 
ry  gives  some  questions  to  use  as 
our  guides: 

•f  Do  our  traditions  proclaim 
Jesus  Christ  as  Risen  Savior? 

/  Do  our  traditions  exemplify 
the  life  and  teachings  of  Jesus,  his 
Apostles  and  the  brothers  and  sis¬ 
ters  who  led  the  earliest  congrega¬ 
tions? 

'f  Do  our  traditions  continue 
the  witness  of  Old  Testament 
prophets  in  ways  appropriate  to 
our  time  as  their  ways  were  to 
their  eras? 

f  As  United  Methodist  Chris¬ 
tians  do  we  continue  our  Wesleyan 
traditions  in  contemporary  ways 
through  public  advocacy  and  mis¬ 
sion  with  the  poor,  the  disabled, 
the  imprisoned,  the  oppressed  and 
the  outcast,  just  as  John  Wesley 
revived  those  traditions  of  Jesus? 

If  our  traditions  fail  to  measure 
up  to  standards  such  as  these,  why 
are  we  using  them?  What  more  ef¬ 
fective  ways  could  we  find  to 
transmit  the  Christian  faith  today? 

Next  Week:  Experience — 

Putting  Faith  into  Action 


Response  to  book  verifies  author's  claims 


Gospel  story  conveys 
truth  beyond  proof 


Well,  they’re  at  it  again! 

With  a  mixture  of  chagrin,  disbe¬ 
lief  and  lament,  we  note  that  the  Je¬ 
sus  Seminar  has  again  challenged  one 
of  the  core  beliefs — in  fact,  THE  core 
belief — of  the  Christian  faith. 

This  time,  the  seminar’s  scholars 
voted  that  God  didn’t  raise  Jesus 
from  the  dead.  In  short,  the  Resur¬ 
rection — the  Easter  event  itself — 
never  happened. 

Anyone  who  has  experienced  the 
salvation  of  Christ,  whether  it 
comes  as  a  single  event  or  as  a  pro¬ 
cess  over  years,  knows  that  such  an 
experience  couldn’t  be  possible  if 
the  Resurrection  never  occurred. 

As  to  Scriptural  accounts  of  the 
Resurrection,  it  cannot  be  repeated 
often  enough  or  strongly  enough  that 
the  Bible  is  not  solely  a  historical 
document.  What  the  Jesus  Seminar 
consistently  overlooks  in  its  color- 
coded  voting  is  the  power  of  story  to 
convey  truth  that  goes  beyond  factu¬ 
al  proofs. 

Whatever  happened  on  that  Resur- 
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rection  morning — and  we  believe  it 
occurred  as  the  Gospels  tell  it — was 
so  life-transforming  to  those  who  ex¬ 
perienced  it  that  they  could  convey 
the  event  only  through  the  time-hon¬ 
ored  medium  of  story.  The  story’s  in¬ 
consistencies,  bewilderment  and 
confusion  give  credence  to  an  ex¬ 
traordinary  metaphysical  event. 

In  other  words,  Jesus’  Resurrection 
was  literally  a  larger-than-life  occur¬ 
rence  demanding  an  other-than-ra- 
tional  telling. 

If  we  be  foolish  for  believing  what 
the  Jesus  Seminar  denies,  then  we 
be  fools  for  Christ.  Fools  or  no,  peo¬ 
ple  every  day  are  convinced  by  this 
story  to  follow  Christ  into  a  new 
way  of  life. 

This  “resurrection  reality”  testi¬ 
fies  to  God’s  power  to  work  what 
appears  impossible  to  rational  hu¬ 
man  minds. 


The  hysterical  response  to  the 
Rev.  Thomas  C.  Oden's  new  book, 
Requiem,  attests  to  the  validity  of 
many  of  his  claims  (see  UMR,  Feb. 
10). 

He  writes  a  book  which  affirms 
traditional/orthodox  Christian  val¬ 
ues  and  calls  for  covenant  sexual  fi¬ 
delity  and  theological,  doctrinal  and 
ecclesiastical  integrity.  He  writes 
with  conviction  and  passion,  and, 
yes,  also  with  some  very  rash  ex¬ 
pressions  of  anger. 

And  what  are  the  results?  At  least 
one  of  his  seminary  colleagues  tries 
to  stop  the  book’s  publication,  in 
large  part  to  prevent  Dr.  Oden  from 
truthfully  recounting  his  experiences 
at  Drew’s  controversial  1992  Sophia 
“Communion”  Service.  (I  have  docu¬ 
mented  this  claim.)  And  then  his 
own  publisher  is  pressured  to  issue  a 
disclaimer  that  Dr.  Oden’s  views  do 
not  reflect  their  own — a  fact  that 
most  folks  beyond  a  third  grade  edu¬ 
cation  already  know. 

The  Rev.  Neal  Fisher,  president 
of  United  Methodist-related  Gar¬ 
rett-Evangelical  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary,  asserts  that  Dr.  Oden’s 
viewpoint  is  based  on  anecdotal  ev¬ 
idence.  And  yet  my  three  years  at 
Drew  bear  a  marked  resemblance  to 
Dr.  Oden’s  descriptions. 

For  example,  my  class’s  Matricu¬ 
lation  Address  was  about  the  joys  of 
voodoo  and  its  relevance  as  a  valid 
faith  expression.  A  male  professor 
taught  us  that  St.  Paul  supported 
the  liberated  practice  of  any  and  all 
sexual  lifestyle  choices — and  this  at 
the  same  time  his  marriage  of  many 
years  was  disintegrating. 

A  feminist  professor  at  Drew  was 
an  active  member  of  a  Wiccan- 
style,  goddess-centered  women’s 
spirituality  group  while  serving  as  a 
reader  and  advisor  for  our  senior 
“Theology  of  Ministry”  papers.  The 
fact  that  she  encouraged  a  classmate 
to  use  Shirley  MacLaine  as  a  prima¬ 
ry  “theological”  resource  came  as 
no  surprise. 

How  many  anecdotes  does  it  take 
before  a  convincing  pattern  is  estab- 
-  lished? 

Dr.  Oden  is  right  on  target — and 
that  is  what  frightens  so  many  of 
the  old  guard.  What  we  are  now  wit¬ 
nessing  is  nothing  more  nor  less 
than  what  Dr.  Oden  predicted — the 
death  throes  of  terminal  modernity. 
Karen  Booth 
Long  Neck,  Delaware 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 


Convoluted  reasoning 

The  convoluted  reasoning  of  the 
Rev.  Thomas  C.  Oden  (see  UMR, 
Feb.  10)  is  ridiculous. 

He  seems  to  think  that  only  old 
pre-literate  and  authoritian  cultural 
ways  of  Christian  worship  are  valid. 
That  “color,  balloons,  poetry  and 
freedom"  are  somehow  unchristian. 
Joy  and  cheerfulness  and  fun  are 
screened  out  of  his  myopic  vision. 

His  most  ridiculous  statement  is 
“we  see  no  one  urgently  petitioning 
the  church  to  legitimize  fornication, 
as  is  the  case  with  homosexuality.” 
When  was  the  last  time  any  lay 
member  or  cleric  was  asked  if  he/ 
she  is  a  fornicator?  When  was  the 
last  time  a  cleric  or  lay  person  in  an 
open  adulterous  relationship  was  la¬ 
beled  a  “practicing  adulterer”  or  ex¬ 
communicated? 

The  foundation  of  Jesus’s  teach¬ 
ings  is  love,  forgiveness  and  accep¬ 
tance  of  others,  not  criticizing  and 
judging  others,  which  he  expressly 
condemned.  Jesus’s  message  is  that 
we  are  all  sinners  and  that  God 
loves  us  even  so. 

It’s  time  that  people  like  Dr. 
Oden  returned  to  basics. 

Roy  Berger 

Carmichael,  California 

Promote  clean  TV 

Thank  you  for  the  great  editorial 
on  the  subject  of  TV  violence  (see 
UMR.  Feb.  17).  Why  has  the  church 
waited  so  long  to  take  a  stand  against 
TV  violence  and  immorality? 

Television  could  be  a  wonderful 
tool  for  changing  and  creating  a  bet¬ 
ter  world,  promoting  good  rather 
than  bad.  The  leaders  in  our 
churches  should  try  to  promote  this 
issue.  As  many  women  as  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  United  Methodist  Women, 
could  really  make  a  difference  if 
they  wanted  to  promote  clean  TV' 
Marian  Smith 
McKenzie,  Tennessee 

It's  unfair 

Patricia  LeFevere’s  story  on  the 
sex  trade  (see  UMR,  Feb.  10),  attrib¬ 
uted  to  Ron  O’Grady,  a  worker  with 
the  group  End  Child  Prostitution  in 


BIU.USTRATIONS 

"I  realize  we've  run  into  the  lunch  hour,  and  I'm  sorry.  Now  who's 
the  wise  guy  who  ordered  the  pizza?" 


Asian  Tourism,  two  statements: 

■  “Many  of  Asia’s  pedophiles  are 
religious  missionaries,  church  work¬ 
ers  and  volunteers.” 

■  “Some  of  these  pedophiles  are 
successful  fundraisers,  some  have 
collaborated  in  sex  tourism,  some 
have  been  protected  by  their  church 
or  agency  and  some  continue  to 
abuse  children.” 

In  my  opinion  such  unsubstanti¬ 
ated  statements  should  have  no 
claim  on  your  space.  While  there 
may  be  people  who  are  guilty  of 
such  conduct,  it  is  grossly  unfair  to 
make  such  generalized  charges.  In 
fact,  remembering  Senator  Joseph 
McCarthy’s  use  of  such  innuendos, 
it  might  be  well  to  ask  who  vouches 
for  Mr.  O’Grady. 

T.  C.  Whitehouse 
Aubumdale,  Massachusetts 


I  protest  " 

I  continue  to  be  disturbed  by  the 
articles  the  Reporter  runs  on  Haiti. 
Once  again  I  must  protest  the  seri¬ 
ous,  of  not  willful,  inadequacy  of 
what  these  stories  say  about  the 
reign  of  terror  that  existed  in  Haiti 


during  President  Aristide’s  exile. 

In  the  Reporter's  Feb.  24  issue, 
Diane  Huie  Balay,  writing  about 
United  Methodist  help  given  to  a 
hospital  in  Port-au-Prince,  quotes  its 
director,  Dr.  John  Yates,  that  U.S. 
military  intervention  in  Haiti  in 
1 994  “was  necessary  to  end  the  U.S.- 
backed  embargo.”  Even  if  that  is 
what  Dr.  Yates  said,  Ms.  Balay 
should  have  indicated  to  the  reader 
that  the  truth  is  otherwise.  The  inter¬ 
vention,  as  President  Clinton  clearly 
stated,  was  to  oust  the  criminal  mili¬ 
tary  regime  that  was  terrorizing  the 
country.  The  embargo  had  been  un¬ 
dertaken  for  the  same  purpose. 

Dr.  Yates’  remark,  unchallenged  in 
the  article,  is  as  if  someone  had  said 
in  1944  that  the  U.S.  had  to  invade 
Germany  because  its  economy  was  in 
bad  shape.  As  it  was  impossible  to 
understand  Germany  then  without 
reference  to  the  Nazis,  it  is  impossi¬ 
ble  to  understand  Haiti  today  with¬ 
out  reference  to  the  greedy 
Duvalierists,  the  hated  military,  and 
their  supporters  in  the  United  States. 
Is  UMR  among  the  latter? 

Tom  F.  Driver 

New  York,  New  York 


A  kindly  man  taught  a  powerful  lesson  in  love 


You  have  to  be  taught  to  hate  and 
fear.  You  have  to  be  taught  year  to 
year.  You  have  to  be  carefully  taught. 

— From  the  Broadway  hit  play 
and  movie,  "South  Pacific. " 

This  song  will  always  remind  me 
of  how  one  man’s  simple  act  of  kind¬ 
ness  was  a  model  for  true  Christian 
love  and  devotion  to  the  church. 

That  man  was  James  C.  McCor¬ 


mick. 

I  had  the  pleasure  of  talking  with 
Mr.  McCormick  for  five  minutes 
just  a  week  before  his  death  from 
cancer  at  age  69.  But  in  that  pre¬ 
cious  moment  he  impressed  me  as 
being  a  man  who,  as  the  song  says, 
“carefully  taught”  people  of  all 
races,  colors  and  creeds  to  respect 
one  another’s  differences. 


REPORTER  PHOTO  BY  MICHAEL  CLEMENTS 

The  kindly  spirit  of  lames  McCormick  (left)  fostered  the  "Dallas 
Acts  Kind"  event  which  brought  together  his  pastor,  the  Rev.  Don 
Benton  (center),  and  famed  actor  Dennis  Weaver.  Mr.  McCormick 
died  about  10  days  after  this  photograph  was  taken  (see  related  sto¬ 
ry  above). 
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What  others 
are  saying 

“. . .  The  success  of  the  New  Age  is 
also  a  warning  signal,  an  alarm,  for 
Jewish  and  Christian  leaders- 
.  .  .  Rabbis,  priests  and  ministers 
would  do  well  to  spend  some  time  in 
the  New  Age  section  of  their  local 
book  store.  They  would  learn  a  great 
deal  about  the  woeful  spiritual  condi¬ 
tion  of  the  society  they  must  tend.” 

— Rabbi  A.  Janies  Rudin,  national 
interreligious  affairs  director  for  the 
American  Jewish  Committee. 


A  member  of  Lovers  Lane  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Dallas,  Mr. 
McCormick  chaired  Dallas  Acts 
Kind  Week  Feb.  11-18.  Similar  pro¬ 
grams  were  held  in  at  least  150  cit¬ 
ies  across  the  United  States. 

Mr.  McCormick  struck  me  as  a 
man  not  afraid  to  express  his  appre¬ 
ciation  to  the  people  of  God.  A 
prominent  investment  banker  and  a 
best-selling  author,  he  inspired  others 
to  be  gracious  and,  most  of  all,  kind. 

In  fact,  he  even  inspired  his  own 
pastor  to  take  up  the  banner  as  ex¬ 
ecutive  director  of  the  newly 
formed  Kindness  Foundation. 

The  Rev.  Donald  Benton  stepped 
down  after  nearly  1 8  years  as  senior 
pastor  of  the  7,000-member  Lovers 
Lane  church  to  accept  the  position 
just  one  day  before  Mr.  McCormick 
died  on  Feb.  21.  Dr.  Benton  will  be¬ 
gin  his  new  ministry  in  June. 

In  addressing  religious  and  secu¬ 
lar  media  during  a  Dallas  Acts  Kind 
press  conference  at  St.  Luke  “Com¬ 
munity”  United  Methodist  Church, 
Mr.  McCormick  said  it  was  abso¬ 
lutely  miraculous  that  people  all 
over  this  big  city — himself  includ¬ 
ed — were  “learning  to  love.” 

Then,  in  a  faint,  gravelly  whisper, 
he  described  how  his  parents  tried  to 
teach  him  as  a  little  boy  to  hate  peo¬ 
ple  simply  because  they  were  black. 

Even  if  the  black  person  was  an  old 
woman  who  should  have  been  given 
all  honor  and  respect  as  an  elderly 
adult,  he  said,  he  was  taught  that  the 
woman  was  supposed  to  “step  off  the 
sidewalk”  if  a  white  person,  even  a 
child  like  himself,  approached. 

“But  I  am  thankful  to  God  that  I 
have  lived  long  enough  to  be  a  part 
of  a  land  where  this  is  no  longer 
true,”  he  said.  “We  are  brothers 
and  sisters  of  our  creator.  I  am 
thankful  to  God  that  we  are  coming 
to  recognize  that.” 

Following  the  press  conference, 
my  husband  Charles  and  I  were 
walking  to  the  parking  lot  when  at  a 
distance  we  saw  Mr.  McCormick 
cruising  to  his  van  in  his  battery-op¬ 
erated  disability  chair. 

“What  a  powerful  witness  he 
has,”  Charles  said.  “I  bet  he’d  make 


Faithfully  yours 


Denise  Johnson 
Stovall  is  an 
Associate  Editor  of 
the  Reporter. 


a  great  story  for  your  paper.  I  won¬ 
der  where  he  attends  church?  I’m 
going  to  find  out.” 

Immediately,  my  husband  shout¬ 
ed  across  the  street  to  another  min¬ 
ister,  “Hey,  Peter,  where  does  Jim 
McCormick  attend  church?” 

“Man,  you  oughta  know  that,” 
said  the  Rev.  Peter  Johnson.  “He’s 
one  of  your  good  United  Method¬ 
ists.  He  attends  Lovers  Lane.” 

Quickly  we  called  out  to  Mr.  Mc¬ 
Cormick  and  asked  him  to  wait  be¬ 
fore  being  lifted  into  his  van. 

We  introduced  ourselves:  Charles 
as  a  United  Methodist  pastor  and  I 
as  an  associate  editor  of  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter. 

“You  work  for  my  church  pa¬ 
per?"  he  exclaimed.  “Oh,  I  am  so 
honored  to  meet  you.  Thank  you, 
thank  you  for  coming.” 

Mr.  McCormick  then  gave  us  his 
telephone  number,  inviting  us  to 
call  him  anytime. 

“If  there’s  anything  I  can  do  for 
the  church,  please  let  me  know,”  he 
said  before  driving  away. 

Brother  McCormick,  you  did 
more  than  your  share. 

—DENISE  jOHNSON  STOVALL 


Tell  us  your  views! 

Letters  to  the  Editor  must  in¬ 
clude  the  writer’s  full  name,  ad¬ 
dress  and  telephone  number. 

By  Mail:  UMR,  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  TX  75226-0275. 

By  Fax:214-630-0079 

By  E-Mail:  EcuNet,  Mailbox 
UMR,  CompuServe,  7611 3,662 
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BLOCK  THOSE  CUTS:  More  than  $47 

million  in  local,  state  and  federal  grants  to  na¬ 
tional  mission  institutions  are  potentially  at 
risk  from  proposed  government  budget  cuts,  ac¬ 
cording  to  United  Methodist  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  officials.  The  board’s  Joint 
Committee  of  Institutional  Ministries  is  calling 
upon  board  directors  and  officers,  United 
Methodist  Women,  institution  executive  direc¬ 
tors  and  others  to  mobilize  a  response  to  Con¬ 
gress  before  March  31.  Examples  of  United 
Methodist  institutions  which  depend  heavily 
upon  government  grants  include  Dumas  Wes¬ 
ley  Community  Center  in  Mobile,  Ala.;  Alaska 
Children’s  Services  in  Anchorage;  Neighbor¬ 
hood  House  in  Calexico,  Calif.;  Wesley  House 
Community  Center  in  Key  West,  Fla.;  Lessie 
Bates  Davis  Neighborhood  House  in  East  St. 
Louis,  Ill.;  Moore  Community  House  in  Biloxi, 
Miss.,  and  Bethlehem  Community  Center  in 
Winston-Salem,  N.C. 


THERE  IS  NO  ELECTION:  Election  of 

a  bishop  for  the  Methodist  Church  in  Cuba  was 
postponed  March  5  when  neither  candidate  won 
the  required  number  of  votes.  Another  election 
will  take  place  next  year,  according  to  the  Rev. 
German  Acevedo  Delgado,  an  observer  from 
the  United  Methodist  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries'  World  Division.  Fifty  delegates 
voted  70  times.  On  the  70th  ballot,  the  Rev. 
Gustavo  Cruz  Diaz  had  32  votes  and  the  Rev. 
Joel  Ajo,  the  current  bishop,  17.  A  minimum 
of  34  votes  was  needed  for  election. 

ADMIRAL  FAVORS  CUTS:  A  retired 

U.S.  Navy  admiral  advised  a  group  of  United 
Methodists  meeting  recently  in  Alexandria, 

Va.,  that  cutting  military  spending  is  the  key 
to  balancing  the  federal  budget.  Speaking  to 
members  of  the  General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society,  Rear  Admiral  Eugene  Carroll  Jr.,  di¬ 
rector  of  the  Washington-based  Center  for  De¬ 
fense  Information,  said  that  U.S.  military 
spending  is  almost  as  much  as  that  of  the  rest 
of  the  world  combined.  Another  benefit  of  re¬ 
duced  military  spending  would  be  the  redirec¬ 
tion  of  funds  into  constructive  civilian 
enterprise — a  strengthening  of  the  economy, 
according  to  the  admiral. 

DEATH  PENALTY  DECRIED:  New 

York  State’s  reinstatement  of  the  death  penalty 
is  a  disappointment  and  a  mistake,  according  to 
two  United  Methodist  bishops.  “I’m  very  dis¬ 
heartened  that  the  State  of  New  York  would 
determine  that  the  way  to  address  the  violence 
in  our  society  is  to  respond  with  ‘an  eye  for  an 
eye  and  a  tooth  for  a  tooth,’  ”  said  Bishop  For¬ 
rest  Stith  of  White  Plains,  N.Y. 


Double  murders  elicit  church  compassion 


PHOTO  COURTESY  OF  ASBURY  UMC 


Compiled  from  news 
and  staff  reports 

ALLENTOWN,  Pa.— An  east¬ 
ern  Pennsylvania  United  Meth¬ 
odist  congregation  has  rallied  to 
deal  with  the  fatal  shooting  of 
two  members,  allegedly  by  their 
16-year-old  son. 

George  and  Sue  Howorth  were 
found  dead  at  their  Macungie, 
Pa.,  home  on  March  2. 

Mrs.  Howorth  was  a  secretary 
at  1,650-member  Asbury  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Allentown. 

Mr.  Howorth,  a  25-year  engi¬ 
neer  for  Pennsylvania  Power  & 
Light,  taught  a  sixth-grade  Sun¬ 
day  school  class. 

Both  sons — Steve,  20,  and  Jef¬ 
frey,  16 — are  active  in  the 
church. 

Pennsylvania  state  police  ac¬ 
cused  Jeffrey  of  the  murders,  and 
he  was  arrested  later  in  Missouri. 
He  has  been  extradited  to  Penn¬ 
sylvania. 

Asbury  church  has  begun  “a 
long  healing  process,”  according 
to  the  Rev.  Robert  Wright,  se¬ 
nior  pastor. 

The  Rev.  Bob  Shank,  associate 
pastor,  added,  “We  have  been 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

Family  ties  and  the  United 
Methodist  “connection”  served 
as  conduits  of  compassion  last 
week  to  a  young  man  accused  of 
murdering  his  parents. 

Jeffrey  Howorth,  1 6,  was  arrest¬ 
ed  in  central  Missouri  sometime 
during  the  weekend  of  March  4-5. 
He  has  been  charged  with  the 
murders  of  his  parents,  George 
and  Sue  Howorth  of  Macungie, 
Pa.  (see  story  above).  Their  bodies 
were  discovered  March  2  by  Jeff’s 
brother,  Steve,  20. 

Dick  McCreight  and  his  family 
recently  moved  from  Missouri  to 
Pennsylvania  and  are  members 
of  the  Howorth  family’s  church, 
Asbury  UMC  in  Allentown. 
When  he  learned  of  Jeff’s  arrest 
in  Missouri,  Mr.  McCreight 
called  his  cousin,  Bill  Miller,  in 
Columbia,  Mo. 


with  Steve  through  all  of  this, 
from  the  moment  he  contacted 
us.  We  were  the  second  call  he 
made  (after  finding  his  parents), 
after  91 1.” 

As  spokespersons  for  the 
Howorth  family,  church  officials 
were  inundated  with  requests  for 
information  and  interviews. 
Sources  in  the  area  said  that  me- 


Mr.  Miller  and  his  wife,  Kay, 
are  members  of  Community 
UMC,  where  Mrs.  Miller  is  the 
music  director.  They  found  out 
that  Jeff  was  incarcerated  in  the 
juvenile  detention  center  in  Co¬ 
lumbia. 

Law  enforcement  officials  told 
the  Millers  that  Jeff  could  receive 
messages  but  only  one  visitor — a 
pastor.  That’s  when  the  Millers 
turned  to  their  pastor,  the  Rev. 
Tom  Adams,  for  assistance 
“I  got  in  touch  with  [the  Rev.] 
Bob  Wright,  the  pastor  at  As¬ 
bury,”  he  told  the  Reporter 
Mr.  Adams  said  that  Jeff 
Howorth  had  the  option  to  refuse 
his  visit.  However,  the  youth  re¬ 
ceived  the  pastor  and  clasped  his 
hand  when  they  met.  Then  Mr. 
Adams  delivered  messages  to  Jeff 
from  his  brother  Steve  and  his 
pastor. 

“Steve  told  Jeff  that  he  was 


ALLENTOWN, 
Pa.— The 
bodies  of 
United 

Methodists  Sue 
and  George 
Howorth  were 
found  at  home 
March  2  by 
their  son  Steve, 
20.  The 
Howorths' 
younger  son, 
Jeffrey,  16,  (at 
right)  has  been 
accused  of 
their  murders 
(see 

accompanying 
stories). 

dia  in  eastern  Pennsylvania  have 
covered  the  Howorth  murders 
extensively,  in  part  because  an¬ 
other,  unrelated  family  killing 
took  place  recently  near  Macun¬ 
gie. 

“I  feel  that  part  of  my  respon¬ 
sibility  and  part  of  the  church’s 
responsibility  to  Steve  has  been 
to  protect  him  from  the  media  in 


The  youth  received 
the  pastor  and  clasped 
his  hand  when  they 
met. 


worried  about  him,  that  he  didn’t 
understand  what  had  happened 
but  that  he  still  loved  him,”  the 
Missouri  pastor  said. 

“The  message  from  his  church 
told  Jeff  that  they  were  con¬ 
cerned  about  him  and  that  their 
prayers  were  with  him.” 

A  day  or  so  later,  Mr.  Adams 
visited  Jeff  a  second  time. 

“He  received  me  and  seemed 
to  recognize  me,”  he  said.  Short¬ 
ly  thereafter,  the  youth  was  extra¬ 
dited  to  Pennsylvania. 

A  former  district  superinten¬ 
dent  in  the  Missouri  East  Annual 
Conference,  Mr.  Adams  said  his 
40  years  in  the  ministry  helped 


this  high-profile  case,”  Mr. 
Shank  explained. 

The  church’s  sense  of  responsi¬ 
bility  extended  to  Jeff,  too.  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  connections 
allowed  Asbury  to  be  in  contact 
with  him,  thanks  to  a  new-mem- 
ber  family  recently  relocated 
from  Missouri  (see  accompany¬ 
ing  story  below). 

Ms.  Trent  told  United  Meth¬ 
odist  News  Service  that  March  4 
and  5 — the  weekend  after  the 
murders — were  spent  in  “crisis 
management”  as  church  mem¬ 
bers  began  to  react  to  the  trage¬ 
dy. 

On  March  4,  Sunday  school 
teachers  met  “to  process  their 
own  grief  and  their  own  feelings” 
and  devise  a  plan  for  Sunday 
morning  classes.  Later  that  day,  a 
counselor  from  a  community 
crime  victims  council  met  with 
the  church  youth  group. 

According  to  Ms.  Trent,  the 
youth  group  feels  a  great  concern 
about  the  need  to  support  Jeff. 

On  March  5,  Ms.  Trent  said, 
she  supported  the  co-teacher  of 
Mr.  Howorth’s  sixth-grade  Sun¬ 
day  school  class  as  they  discussed 


him  deal  with  the  challenge  of 
meeting  a  teenager  accused  of 
murdering  his  mother  and  father. 

“You  never  know  how  you’ll 
be  received,”  the  pastor  noted. 
“You  try  to  respond  out  of  com¬ 
passion  and  concern. 

“You  always  pray  you’ll  say  or 
do  something  helpful  in  such  a 
bleak  situation.  And  you  wonder 
what  makes  a  person  do  what 
Jeff  is  accused  of  doing.” 

Mr.  Adams  said  he  appreciated 
the  sensitivity  and  faith  shown 
by  the  pastoral  staff  and  mem¬ 
bers  of  Asbury  UMC  toward  Jeff 
and  his  family  in  their  tragedy. 

In  addition,  the  Missouri  pas¬ 
tor  said  he  was  gratified  by  the 
care  which  juvenile  authorities 
showed  toward  the  jailed  youth. 

“You  could  tell  they  were 
deeply  hurt  and  disappointed,” 


the  incident  with  the  children. 

“Then  we  spent  some  time  re¬ 
membering  Mr.  Howorth,”  she 
added.  “He  was  a  person  who 
cared  very  much  about  the  stu¬ 
dents  and  got  to  know  them  per¬ 
sonally.” 

Retired  Bishop  James  M.  Ault, 
bishop-in-residence  at  Asbury, 
led  a  Sunday  morning  session  for 
adult  members  to  address  their 
feelings  regarding  the  tragedy, 
Ms.  Trent  said. 

Counselors  were  available  as 
well  for  other  Sunday  school 
classes  and  the  Sunday  evening 
youth  fellowship. 

The  healing  process  was  car¬ 
ried  through  to  Asbury’s  three 
Sunday  worship  services,  which 
drew  978  people  instead  of  the 
typical  700.  And  after  the  congre¬ 
gation  received  communion,  Mr. 
Wright  said,  “the  altar  was  open 
for  prayer.” 

Other  plans  for  healing  include 
providing  counseling  for  church 
staff  who  worked  with  Mrs 
Howorth,  using  existing  and  new 
support  groups  and  organizing 
special  programs. 

Many  other  congregations  in 
the  area  pledged  to  be  in  prayer 
for  the  Howorths  and  for  Asbury, 
and  an  interdenominational 
prayer  vigil  was  scheduled  March 
12. 

Mr.  Wright  said  both  Bishop 
Ault  and  Bishop  Susan  Morrison, 
episcopal  leader  of  the  church’s 
Philadelphia  Area,  have  been 
helpful.  The  senior  pastor  ex¬ 
pressed  “deep-felt  appreciation 
of  this  church  for  our  connec- 
tionalism  and  the  uniqueness  of 
our  denomination.” 


he  said.  “They  were  feeling  sorry 
for  that  young  man.” 


Linda  Bloom  of  United  Meth¬ 
odist  News  Service  and  Associate 
Editor  Cynthia  B.  Astle  contribut¬ 
ed  to  this  report. 


Accused  teen  accepts  pastoral  call  in  jail 


Worldwide  needs  leave  no  time  for  church's  relief  agency  to  sit  back 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

BALDWIN,  La. — How  well 
would  your  church  back  home  rate 
the  United  Methodist  Committee 
on  Relief  catastrophic-response 
team's  responses  to  disasters 
around  the  world? 

That  question  was  asked  of  about 
50  disaster  response  specialists  dur¬ 
ing  a  recent  meeting  in  Baldwin,  the 
heart  of  the  Louisiana  bayou. 

Crammed  into  a  newly  refur¬ 
bished  trailer  at  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Sager  Brown  Center,  staff  and 
volunteers  spent  three  days  last 
month  to  evaluate  disaster  response 
work  in  1994.  They  heard  UMCOR 
veteran  Virginia  Miller  challenge 
them  not  to  rest  on  their  laurels  but 
to  improve  their  ministries. 

Success  stories  include  but  are  not 
limited  to  UMCOR’s  response  to: 

✓  Midwest  floods. 

/  Southeast  floods. 

/  California  floods. 

/  Tornados  in  the  Baltimore- 
Washington  area. 

/  Tornados  in  Alabama. 

■f  Tornados  in  Indiana. 

•f  Fighting  in  Bosnia. 

/  Rwanda-Burundi-Central  Afri¬ 
ca  refugee  emergency. 

■f  Haiti  intervention. 

•f  Liberia  civil  war. 

*  Japan  earthquake. 

/  Commonwealth  of  Indepen¬ 
dent  States  winter  emergency. 

/  Georgia-Armenia  food  lift. 

“It’s  not  hard  to  make  the  point 
in  local  United  Methodist  churches 
that  UMCOR  responds  to  an  emer¬ 
gency  every  3.4  days  worldwide,” 
said  F.  Lloyd  Rollins,  UMCOR 
staff  executive. 

“But  with  these  programs  getting 
so  big,  we  must  remember  to  better 
ourselves  each  year  to  prepare  for 
the  future.” 

UMCOR  staff  and  volunteers 
have  received  high  marks  from  the 
church’s  regional  conferences  in 
such  areas  as  ministries  to  children 
in  disaster  situations,  prompt  trans¬ 
fer  of  funds  to  areas  hit  by  emergen¬ 
cies,  rallying  volunteer  response 
and  securing  more  ethnic,  bilingual 


"It's  not  hard  to  make 
the  point  in  local  United 
Methodist  churches  that 
UMCOR  responds  to  an 
emergency  every  3.4 
days  worldwide." 

— F.  Lloyd  Rollins 

UMCOR  staff  executive 


relief-team  leadership. 

They  also  were  credited  with  im¬ 
proving  communications  and  train¬ 
ing  programs  for  disaster  response 
volunteers  within  the  church’s  Cen¬ 
tral  Conferences  (outside  the  U.S.) 
in  Africa  and  in  the  Philippines 
(see  related  story  on  this  page.) 

But  a  few  “glitches"  in  1 994  have 
set  the  tone  for  additional  training, 
resources  and  administration  to  im¬ 
prove  disaster  response  in  1995: 

1.  There  are  no  United  Methodist- 
owned  national  warehouse  facilities. 
A  remedy  has  begun  with  approval  of 
one  to  be  built  on  the  Sager  Brown 
property  (see  UMR.  March  3). 

2.  National  UMCOR  staff  must 
have  an  ongoing  program  to  train 
new  regional  conference  leaders  in 
the  UMCOR  system  of  disaster  re¬ 
sponse. 

3.  Local  churches  and  district 
mission  committees  sometimes  for¬ 
get  to  meet  needs  of  poverty-strick¬ 
en  people  in  their  own  backyard. 

4.  UMCOR  staff  and  volunteers 
must  be  reminded  to  share  informa¬ 
tion  with  local  churches  throughout 
the  disaster  period  to  make  them 
feel  a  part  of  all  programs. 

5.  Resources  should  be  developed 
to  teach  the  local  church  how  to  re¬ 
spond  properly  to  a  community’s 
crisis  such  as  asking  a  community  if 
it  needs  truckloads  of  used  clothing 
or  food. 

6.  UMCOR  advocates  must  en¬ 
courage  the  church’s  legislative 
General  Conference  to  mandate 
that  each  regional  conference  have 
an  UMCOR  structure.  This  will  as¬ 
sure  that  the  church  has  a  person  on 
the  regional  staff  designated  to  take 
charge  during  emergency  minis¬ 
tries. 


UM  layman  is  ' missionary  of  the  21st  century ' 

Reporter  Staff  Special 


PHOTO  COURTESY  OF  LARRY  POWELL 

BUJUMBURA,  Burundi — United  Methodist  layman  Larry  Powell  pauses  at  a  Burundi  center  for  dis- 
placed  persons  while  on  an  emergency  mission  for  the  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  last  sum¬ 
mer.  Mr.  Powell  is  part  of  a  national  UMCOR  team  who  have  made  a  covenant  to  equip  international 
United  Methodists  to  respond  to  emergencies  in  their  own  regions. 


“United  Methodist  Committee 
on  Relief  catastrophic  teams  are 
setting  the  tone  for  new  missionar¬ 
ies  of  the  21st  century,”  says  Larry 
Powell,  an  UMCOR  volunteer  from 
the  church’s  Desert  Southwest  An¬ 
nual  Conference. 

“We’re  bringing  Christ  to  people 
in  times  of  trouble,  with  new  hope, 
new  technology  and  new  methods." 

Mr.  Powell’s  eyes  sparkle  through 
his  tinted  glasses  as  he  tells  how  ex¬ 
cited  he  is  about  ongoing  mission 
work  in  Central  Africa. 

As  a  member  of  UMCOR’s  cata¬ 
strophic  team,  he  was  asked  last 
summer  to  spend  six  weeks  in  Ke¬ 
nya,  Burundi  and  Zaire  to  design  a 
new  communications  system  for 
Methodist  and  United  Methodist 
bishops  in  those  countries.  The 
communications  system  is  to  be 
tested  on  his  return  trip  to  Central 
Africa,  March  6-22. 

The  lay  leader  of  the  Las  Vegas 
North  District,  Mr.  Powell  said  he 
hopes  that  the  new  system  will  help 
Central  Africans  respond  to  future 
disasters  and  be  connected  with  a 
global  ministries  computer  network 
in  the  U.S. 

In  addition,  in  between  deliver¬ 
ing  relief  materials  to  displaced  per¬ 
sons  in  the  hills  of  Burundi  and 
refugee  camps  in  Goma,  Zaire,  Mr. 
Powell  helped  begin  training  a  di¬ 
saster  response  team  for  the  Burun¬ 
di  Annual  Conference. 

“It  was  gratifying  to  find  the  cali¬ 
ber  of  people  in  Burundi  who  felt 
called  to  volunteer  for  disaster  re¬ 
sponse  work  despite  their  own  per¬ 
sonal  need  to  recover  from  last 
year’s  crisis  in  Rwanda,”  said  Mr. 
Powell. 

“Once  they  get  things  going,  they 
hope  to  respond  to  crises  in  Central 
Africa  immediately  without  our  ini¬ 
tiating  the  effort. 

“The  first  thing  I  told  the  African 
disaster  response  team  was:  ‘We  are 
all  part  of  one  church.  We  are  equal 
partners  in  this  work.  We  are  only 


sharing  what  has  worked  for  us  as 
American  Christians.’ 

“I  told  them  that  all  we  are  doing 
is  showing  them  new  technology  to 
assist  them  in  church  work,"  con¬ 
tinued  Mr.  Powell.  “But  we  can 
learn  from  them  on  how  to  do  min¬ 
istry. 

“I’ve  been  asked  by  hundreds  of 
people,  ‘How  can  the  church  help 
the  situation  in  Burundi  and  Rwan¬ 


da?’  I  tell  them  that  we  have  to 
make  sure  that  the  work  we  do  is 
not  a  one-shot,  emotional  response 
but  that  programs  are  long-term. 

“I  also  tell  people  not  to  form  a 
skewed  picture  of  the  African 
church,  of  a  church  full  of  sorrow 
and  grief.  Africans  have  hope  and  a 
lot  of  vision  that  we  need  in  the 
U.S.” 

Mr.  Powell  added  that  equipping 


the  church’s  Central  Conferences 
(outside  the  U.S.)  to  respond  to 
emergencies  in  their  own  regions 
will  be  the  goal  of  UMCOR  during 
the  next  decade. 

In  addition  to  his  stint  in  Burun¬ 
di,  he  has  begun  training  programs 
for  United  Methodist  disaster-re¬ 
sponse  teams  in  the  Philippines. 

- DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
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Faith  at  work 


Faith 

^connections 

ISSUED  TO  BE  AIRED:  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Communications  has  announced  a  series 
of  teleconferences  on  issues  scheduled  to  come 
before  the  1996  General  Conference,  the 

church’s  top  legislative  body.  Teleconferences 
will  be  aired  on  the  ATT  Telstar  401  satellite 
transponder/channel  16.  Dates  and  times  are 
April  4,  1-2  p.m.  (ET);  May  23,  1-2:30  p.m. 
(ET);  Sept.  23  and  Nov.  1 1,  with  times  for 
these  to  be  announced. 

BMCR  MEETING:  United  Methodist 
Bishop  Joseph  B.  Bethea  (South  Carolina 
Area)  will  address  the  closing  banquet  of  the 
28th  annual  meeting  of  Black  Methodists  for 
Church  Renewal  in  Charleston,  S.C.  The 
theme  of  the  March  22-25  event  is  “The  Re¬ 
naissance  of  Empowerment:  Visioning  a  New 
Paradigm  of  Ministry.”  Other  speakers  include 
Dr.  Henry  N.  Tinsdale,  president  of  United 
Methodist-related  Claflin  College  in  Orange¬ 
burg,  S.C.,  and  Bishop  Charles  W.  Jordan 
(Iowa  Area). 

UPPER  ROOM  TURNS  60:  The  60th 

anniversary  of  The  Upper  Room  was  observed 

during  the  recent  meeting  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  General  Board  of  Discipleship.  Special 
guests  included  former  world  editors  of  The 
Upper  Room  devotional  magazine — the  Revs. 
Wilson  O.  Weldon  and  Maxie  Dunnam  and  re¬ 
tired  Bishop  Rueben  P.  Job — and  Louise 
Short,  the  widow  of  Bishop  Roy  Short,  also  a 
world  editor.  Discipleship  directors  visited  the 
remodeled  Upper  Room  Museum  which 
opened  March  1  after  being  closed  for  more 
than  a  year. 

RENOVATIONS  DONE:  Renovations 
taking  1 1  years  have  been  completed  for  the  40- 
year-old  United  Methodist  Kern  and  Denman 
buildings  in  Nashville.  The  Denman  Building 
named  for  the  late  lay  evangelist  Harry  Den¬ 
man,  houses  the  Upper  Room  Chapel  and  Mu¬ 
seum  and  offices  for  the  church’s  General 
Board  of  Discipleship.  The  Kern  Building 
named  for  the  late  Bishop  Paul  Kern,  houses 
the  churchwide  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry. 

NEW  BIBLE  RELEASED:  Latest  releases 

from  the  American  Bible  Society,  including  a 
new  Contemporary  English  Version  of  the  Bible 
and  multi-media  resources  for  youth  and  adults. 

were  previewed  in  Nashville  March  2  by  the 
United  Methodist  Genberal  Board  of  Disciple¬ 
ship. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Layman  puts  concrete  action 
behind  giving  a  second  chance 


PHOTO  COURTESY  MEMPHIS  CONFERENCE  REPORTER 


JACKSON,  Tenn. — United  Methodist  layman  Henry  Harrison 
is  willing  to  give  convicted  felons  a  second  chance  (see  ac¬ 
companying  story). 


By  CATHY  FARMER 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

After  12  years  in  prison  for 
armed  robbery  and  burglary,  Joe 
Bates  was  paroled.  He  knew  find¬ 
ing  full-time  employment  was  go¬ 
ing  to  be  tough — he  had  two 
strikes  against  him.  He  could  nei¬ 
ther  read  nor  write  and  he  was  a 
convicted  felon. 

For  three  fruitless  months,  Mr. 
Bates  searched.  Discouraged  and 
depressed,  he  was  ready  to  give 
up  when  he  heard  about  Jackson, 
Tenn.,  businessman  Henry  Har¬ 
rison. 

Mr.  Harrison,  a  dedicated  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist,  had  the  reputation 
of  being  willing  to  give  someone 
like  Mr.  Bates  a  second  chance. 
Several  men  on  parole  already 
worked  at  his  construction  supply 
company,  Concrete  Products. 

Search  finally  over 

When  Mr.  Bates  approached 
Mr.  Harrison,  his  search  was  fi¬ 
nally  over.  Mr.  Harrison  agreed 
to  take  a  chance  on  a  man  who 
admitted  he  would  have  to  report 
to  a  parole  officer  every  Friday 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

Two  years  ago,  a  group  of  self- 
described  “hams”  decided  to  do 
something  to  keep  their  Marsh¬ 
field  (Mass.)  United  Methodist 
Church  from  closing  its  doors 
permanently. 

Lay  leader  Dick  Laffin  recalls 
that  in  1992  the  25-year-old  con¬ 
gregation  with  an  average  atten¬ 
dance  of  about  40  had  a  debt 
growing  at  the  rate  of  $1,000  a 
month.  Marshfield,  population 
24,000,  is  about  35  miles  south¬ 
east  of  Boston. 

Four  people,  including  Mr. 
Laffin,  gathered  to  see  what 
could  be  done  to  reduce  the  debt. 
They  hit  on  the  idea  of  staging  a 
mystery  dinner  as  a  fund  raiser. 

As  the  resident  theatre  expert 
[he  had  once  played  The  Devil  in 


"/  haven't  found 
there's  much  difference 
between  people  who 
have  been  incarcerated 
and  those  who 
haven't." 


until  the  year  2000. 

Now,  nearly  three  years  later, 
Mr.  Harrison  says  Mr.  Bates  is 
one  of  his  most  loyal  and  dedi¬ 
cated  employees. 

Why  would  a  responsible  busi¬ 
nessman  hire  someone  like  Mr. 
Bates? 

The  answer  is  rooted  in  Mr. 
Harrison’s  faith. 

“I  teach  Sunday  school  at  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Jack- 
son,”  Mr.  Harrison  said.  “But  1  be¬ 
gan  to  feel  that  it  wasn’t  adequate 
just  to  teach  every  Sunday  morning 
if  what  I  teach  isn’t  incorporated 
into  my  own  life  and  conduct.” 

“That’s  why  I  agreed  to  do  it 
when  Jerry  Woodall,  our  district 
attorney,  called  me  about  five 
years  ago  and  asked  me  to  hire  a 


The  Devil  and  Daniel  Webster], 
Mr.  Laffin  was  assigned  the  task 
of  putting  a  show  together. 

“After  looking  for  several 
weeks  for  a  script  and  finding 
nothing,”  he  told  the  Reporter,  “1 
wrote  a  play  called  Murder  at  the 
Cafe." 

It  was  inexpensive  to  stage,  he 
said,  because  the  fellowship  hall 
was  decorated  as  a  cafe,  and  the 
audience  participated  in  the  play 
as  diners  in  the  cafe. 

“Using  a  cast  with  no  previous 
acting  experience,  we  got  through 
the  first  evening  with  about  75 
people  in  the  audience  and 
cleared  about  $375.  We  figured 
that  was  the  end  of  that  idea,” 
Mr.  Laffin  said. 

But  the  show  was  such  a  “hit,” 
he  said,  that  congregation  mem¬ 
bers  wanted  to  know  when  the 


man  with  a  drug  problem.” 

Since  Mr.  Woodall’s  first  re¬ 
quest,  Mr.  Harrison  has  hired 
about  25  felons  at  Concrete 
Products.  Most  come  recom¬ 
mended  by  their  parole  officers 
as  men  who  might  make  it  if  they 
were  given  a  chance  at  a  job  that 
pays  better  than  minimum  wage. 

'We  try  to  help  them' 

“We  try  to  help  them  become 
dependable,”  Mr.  Harrison  said. 
“Do  a  good  week’s  work,  get  a 
good  paycheck.  See  if  this  keeps 
them  out  of  a  life  of  crime.” 

Sometimes  it  works.  Some¬ 
times  it  doesn’t. 

“We’ve  had  many  failures,” 
Mr.  Harrison  admits  resignedly, 
remembering  the  parolees  who 
breached  his  trust  by  stealing 
company  equipment  and  materi¬ 
al.  “But  we’ve  also  had  some  ex¬ 
ceedingly  marvelous  successes.” 

Joe  Bates  is  one  of  those  suc¬ 
cesses.  So  is  a  man  who  now 
works  on  the  state  highway  crew 
making  $14  an  hour.  A  former 
drug  abuser,  the  man  has  been 
clean  for  four  and  a  half  years 


group  was  going  to  stage  another 
performance.  Several  months  lat¬ 
er,  the  troupe  made  considerably 
more  money  on  a  second  perfor¬ 
mance  of  the  same  show,  he  said. 

One  thing  led  to  another  and 
soon  the  “Wesleyan  Thespians,” 
as  the  group  called  themselves  af¬ 
ter  Methodism’s  founder  John 
Wesley,  went  “on  the  road”  to 
perform  for  another  church  in 
town. 

Mr.  Laffin,  who  teaches  busi¬ 
ness  courses  at  a  nearby  college, 
continued  to  write  scripts,  he  said, 
all  of  them  set  in  restaurants  to  fit 
the  dinner  theatre  format. 

The  plays  just  “roll  out,”  he 
said.  “I  seem  to  have  the  ability 
to  write  things  that  are  funny.” 

To  date  he  has  written  1 1  mys¬ 
tery  dinner  plays  and  25  “Scrip¬ 
ture  Skits” — 5-to-10  minute 


and  still  drops  by  Concrete  Prod¬ 
ucts  to  visit  with  Harrison. 

“I  take  our  failures  personal¬ 
ly,”  Mr.  Harrison  said,  “but  I 
know  that  I’m  not  a  psychiatrist 
or  a  psychologist.  I’m  just  a  busi¬ 
ness  person  who’s  making  the  ef¬ 
fort  and  I’m  deeply  concerned 
that  all  I  hear  today  is  that  we 
need  to  build  prisons  and  lock 


playlets  depicting  Bible  stories. 

In  both  1993  and  1994,  Mr. 
Laffin  said,  the  troupe  put  on  a 
dozen  performances  throughout 
eastern  Massachusetts  and 
Rhode  Island. 

Attendance  at  Marshfield 
United  Methodist  itself  now 
pushes  70,  due  in  large  part  to 
reactivating  several  members 
who  first  got  involved  in  a  play 
and  then  in  other  church  activi¬ 
ties.  Financially,  the  church  has 
wiped  out  its  outstanding  debt 
and,  although  still  shaky,  is  mov¬ 
ing  toward  financial  stability. 

“The  Wesleyan  Thespians 
have  been  given  much  of  the 
credit,”  Mr.  Laffin  said. 

Mystery  Dinner  Kits  are  available  for 
$125  plus  S 100  per  performance  license 
ing  fee  through  Marshfield  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  185  Plain  Street, 
Marshfield,  Mass.  02050. 


everybody  up.” 

“I  haven’t  found  there’s  much 
difference  between  people  who 
have  been  incarcerated  and  those 
who  haven’t,”  said  Mr.  Harrison. 

Ms.  Farmer  is  the  editor  of  the 
Memphis  conference  edition  of 
the  Reporter,  from  which  this  is 
reprinted. 


PHOTO  COURTESY  OF  MARSHFIELD  UNITED 
METHODIST  CHURCH 

Bryan  Biddle  portrays  Inspec¬ 
tor  Burfoot  Bumble  in  one  of 
Marshfield  (Mass.)  United 
Methodist  Church's  first  mys¬ 
tery  dinner  plays.  They  are 
written  and  performed  hy  the 
church's  "Wesleyan  Thespi¬ 
ans"  (see  accompanying  story). 


Church  dinners  feature  real  'hams' 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  S 1 .40  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  in¬ 
sertion,  $28.00  minimum  charge  for  up  to  20 
words.  Blind  ads  $21.00  plus  $11.20  for  the  8 
words  to  insert  our  contact  information.  Cash 
must  accompany  order  except  on  contract  ad¬ 
vertising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in  ad¬ 
vance.  Products  and  services  go  through  an 

ECUMENICAL  CAMPUS  MINISTER, 
Jacksonville,  Florida,  working  on  two  campuses 
(Jacksonville  University  and  University  of  North 
Florida).  Sponsored  by  six  church  bodies.  Re¬ 
sumes  to:  Louise  Stewart,  Jacksonville  Campus 
Ministry,  Jacksonville  University,  Jacksonville, 
FL  322 1 1 .  or  call  (904)  744-3466. 

approval  process. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES.  First 

WANTED:  FULL-TIME  YOUTH  Director.  Sal¬ 

ary /benefits  commensurate  with  education  and 
experience.  Send  resume  and  request  for  job  de¬ 
scription  to:  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
P.O.  Box  1 126,  Atlanta,  TX  75551,  or  call  (903) 
796-8247.  Attention:  Rev.  Tommy  Lyles. 

United  Methodist  Church,  Montgomery,  Ala¬ 
bama  (3100  members).  Responsibilities:  Direct 
adult/youth  choirs.  Supervise  children's  choirs/ 
hand  bells/  music  program.  Salary  commensurate 
with  skills  and  experience.  Send  application:  Dr. 
Karl  K.  Stegall,  Search  Committee,  First  United 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES  for  large, 

Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  6150,  Montgomery, 
AL  36106. 

Experience  in  choral  music,  handbells,  instru¬ 
mentalists.  Send  resume  and  supporting  materi¬ 
als  to:  Music  Ministries  Search  Committee,  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  305  N.  Baird,  Mid¬ 
land.  TX  79701. 

GROWING  1800-MEMBER  CHURCH  looking 
for  full-time  Director  of  Music  Ministry.  Send  re¬ 
sume  and  tapes  to:  Search  Committee,  101  West 
Dakin  Ave.,  Kissimmee,  FL  34741.  Deadline: 
April  1,  1995. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH/PROGRAMS.  Salary 

based  on  experience,  negotiable  for  right  per¬ 
son.  Must  be  evangelical  with  a  proven  track 
record  with  youth.  Active  church  with  a  new 
Family  Life  Center.  Send  resume  and  refer¬ 
ences:  do  Dr.  L.C.  Johnston,  FUMC,  P.O.  Box 
1510,  Harlingen,  TX  78551. 

PASTORAL  COUNSELOR  PART-TIME  to 

serve  as  church  counselor  for  the  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Melbourne,  Florida  (1,902 
members).  Candidates  should  be  ordained  with 
specialized  experience  and  training  in  this  field. 
Forward  resume  to:  Brad  Jones,  Chairperson, 
Counseling  Ministry,  P.O.  Box  061987,  Palm 

MCCURDY  SCHOOL  AN  AFFIRMATIVE  Ac¬ 

tion/Equal  Opportunity  Employer  is  seeking  a 
Coordinator  of  Development.  Primary  responsi¬ 
bility  is  grant  proposal  writing,  research  and  de¬ 
velopment  of  new  sources  of  income,  to 
coordinate  capital  campaigns,  the  development 
of  a  major  gift  program,  develop  materials  and 
provide  assistance  with  bequests,  gift  annuities, 
estate  planning,  life  insurance  policies,  wills, 
trusts,  public  relations  and  other  areas  that  will 
support  the  financial  health  of  United  Methodist 
Church  related  McCurdy  School.  If  interested, 
send  letter  of  interest  and  resume  to:  William  A. 
Davis,  Superintendent,  McCurdy  School,  P.O. 
Box  127,  Espanola,  NM  87532.  Phone  (505)  753- 
722 1 .  Deadline  to  apply  is  April  14,  1995. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  POSITION  available 

at  vital  2800-member  church  downtown  church. 
Send  resume  to:  Ray  E.  Robinson,  First-Centena¬ 
ry  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  208, 
Chattanooga,  TN  37401. 

WANTED:  ASSOCIATE  DIRECTOR,  Tennes¬ 
see  Conference  Council  on  Ministries.  Present 
job  assignments  include  (but  not  limited  to): 
Youth  Ministries,  Camping  Ministries  and  facili¬ 
ties,  United  Methodist  Men,  Christian  Unity  and 
Interreligious  Concerns,  Archives  and  History, 
and  COSROW.  Persons  interested  need  to  sub¬ 
mit  resumes  to:  Personnel  Committee,  Tennessee 
Conference  COM,  1110  19th  Avenue.  South, 
Nashville,  TN  372 1 2  by  April  1 ,  1 995. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHURCH  PROGRAM  AND 

Youth.  500-member  congregation  is  seeking  a 
full-time  director  of  church  activities  and  youth 

ISRAEL.  SEE  THE  HOLY  LAND.  Organize  10 

people  and  travel  free.  10  days/9  nights.  Only 
§1795.00  per  person.  (800)  334-4754. 

fication  is  preferred.  For  salary  and  job  descrip¬ 
tion,  send  resume  to:  Dr.  Walter  Smith,  St.  Paul 
UMC,  700  W.  8th.  El  Dorado,  AR  71730  or  call 
(501)862-4242. 

CHRISTIAN  COMMUNICATIONS  Company 

specializes  in  finding  sources  for  college  ex¬ 
penses.  Scholarships,  grants  and  swards  available 
now  through  database  with  more  than  75,000 
possibilities.  Call  Rainbow  at  1-800-9 3 2-PRAY. 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  POSITION  available 

7/1/95,  United  Methodist  Volunteers  in  Mission 
(UMVTM),  Southeastern  Jurisdiction,  Atlanta, 
Georgia.  Full-time.  Extensive  missions  experi¬ 
ence  desired.  College  degree.  Salary  negotiable. 

STEEPLES  REPAIRED,  SHINGLED,  PAINTED. 

Sanctuaries  repaired,  painted.  Interior  and  exterior 
painting.  Texas/surrounding  states.  Patrick  Broth¬ 
ers  Co.  and  Associates,  (214)  747-8710.  ! 

Send  letter  of  application,  resume,  references  to: 
Leroy  Irwin,  1641  Hedgefield  Ct.,  Tallahassee, 
FL  32312-3207.  Closing  date:  4/15/95. 

ADOPTION:  LOVING  YOUNG  COUPLE 

longs  to  share  wonderful  life,  all  our  love,  beauti¬ 
ful  home  and  family  with  healthy  new  bom.  If 

CHURCH  OF  700  MEMBERS  IS  LOOKING  for 

a  full-time  Director  of  Children’s  and  Youth 
Ministries,  contact:  Buford  Finley,  FUMC,  Bay 
City.  TX  77414.  (409)  245-4627. 

you  know  someone  who  is  considering  placing  a 
baby  for  adoption,  please  help  make  our  dreams 
come  true!  Legal  and  confidential.  Call  Beth  and 
Rob  any  time:  (800)  465-007 1 . 

DIRECTOR  OF  SINGLES  MINISTRY.  Balance 

teaching,  counseling  and  administration;  singles 
ministry  experience;  teaching  Gifts;  should  have 
experienced  adult  singleness.  Salary  and  benefits. 
Send  resumes  or  inquiries  to:  Rev.  Rick  KirchofT, 
Christ  United  Methodist  Church,  4488  Poplar, 
Memphis,  TN  381 17.  No  phone  inquires. 

WE  BUY  AND  SELL  CHURCH  VANS  and  bus¬ 

es.  We  specialize  in  used  1 5  passenger  vans.  Trin¬ 
ity  Transportation,  1-800-295-0390.  i 

CHRISTIAN  EMPOWERMENT  BOOKS: 
“Power  to  Change"  and  “  Power  to  Choose”  by 
Christian  therapist  John  Dan  show  how  to 
overcome  and  deal  with  life’s  toughest  prob- 
lems  in  God’s  strength.  $14.95  each;  order  both 
for  $26  plus  $3  shipping  from  Eden  Publishing, 
8635  W,  Sahara,  #459,  The  Lakes,  NV  89 1 1 7  or 
from  bookstore. 

PROGRAM  COORDINATOR:  700-MEMBER 

church  seeking  creative  energetic  person  for  full¬ 
time  position  beginning  June  1995.  Salary  and 
benefits  commensurate  with  experience.  Send  re- 
sume  and  job  description  requests  to:  Rev.  Gor¬ 
ton  Smith,  St.  Paul’s  UMC,  7000  Edgemere.  El 
Paso,  TX  79925. 

“DO  YOU  WANT  TO  ADOPT  A  BABY?” 

Methodist  Mission  Home/San  Antonio  now  ac¬ 
cepting  applications.  Texas  and  New  Mexico  resi- 
dents  call  (210)  696-7021  for  information. 

WESTERN  PENNSYLVANIA  CONFERENCE 

Council  on  Ministries  director  needed  effective 
July  1,  1995.  Laity  and  clergy  encouraged  to  ap- 
■  ply.  Contact:  Bishop  George  w.  Bashore,  United 
Methodist  Center,  1204  Freedom  Road,  Cranber¬ 
ry  Twp.,  PA  16066-4914. 

SMOKIE  MOUNTAINS  NEAR  LAKE  Juna- 
luska.  Affordable  efficiencies.  Incomparable 
view.  $190  per  week.  Mountain  View  Guest 
House,  P.O.  Box  1096,  Waynesville,  NC  28786. 

wanted  to  assume  responsibilities  for  established 
youth  program  at  2300-member  United  Methodist 
church  in  community  adjacent  to  Columbia,  SC. 
Send  resume  to:  SPRC,  Union  UMC,  P.O.  Box 
705,  Irmo,  SC  29063.  (803)  781-3013. 

SEE  THE  GREAT  PASSION  PLAY  in  Eureka 

Springs.  Ark!  $31  pkg  for  groups  now  includes 
the  best  ($13.00)  tickets,  plus  lodging  and  meals! 
Where  one  call  does  it  all:  Keller's  Country  Dorm 
Resort.  (501)  253-8418. 

Social  action  head  says  let's  talk' 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

ALEXANDRIA,  Va.— In  an  ef¬ 
fort  to  move  “beyond  polariza¬ 
tion,”  the  chief  executive  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church’s  social 
action  agency  has  challenged  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  unofficial  Good  News 
caucus  to  dialogue  around  issues  of 
social  justice. 

The  Rev.  Thomas  White  Wolf 
Fassett  said  he  chose  Good  News 
“as  the  most  identifiable  group  in 
our  church  espousing  alternative 
views  of  United  Methodism’s  offi¬ 
cial  positions.” 

Mr.  Fassett  issued  the  invitation 
in  his  report  to  members  of  the 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Soci¬ 
ety  meeting  March  2-5. 

Good  News,  headquartered  in 
Wilmore,  Ky.,  has  described  itself 
as  a  caucus  of  evangelical  United 


Methodists. 

The  organization  has  been  critical 
of  the  board,  of  Mr.  Fassett  and  of 
board  president  Bishop  Joseph  H. 
Yeakel,  as  well  as  other  agencies  of 
the  denomination. 

In  his  evaluation  of  the  current 
state  of  the  board’s  work,  Mr.  Fas¬ 
sett  reminded  the  agency’s  voting 
directors  that  their  guide  is  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  Book  of  Resolutions 
and  Book  of  Discipline. 

“Among  other  things,  we  are 
mandated  to  be  the  public  policy 
agency  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church,”  Mr.  Fassett  reminded  the 
directors.  As  such,  he  said,  the 
agency  is  required  “to  address  is¬ 
sues  of  private  and  public  righ¬ 
teousness.” 

“The  nationalization  of  Chris¬ 
tianity  in  American  life  today  has 
contributed  to  a  world  system 


which  is  threatening,  on  a  global 
scale,  the  very  viability  of  the  earth 
and  its  peoples,”  Mr.  Fassett  de¬ 
clared. 

“As  people  of  faith,  we  must  now* 
take  into  our  own  hands  the  healing 
of  our  families,  communities  and 
nations,”  Mr.  Fassett  told  the  direc¬ 
tors  at  their  opening  session. 

“The  secular  and  religious  com¬ 
munities  have  been  beset  by  a  bar¬ 
rage  of  language  that  has  barricaded 
one  group  against  another,  one 
church  against  another  and  individ¬ 
uals  against  one  another,”  Mr.  Fas¬ 
sett  told  his  board. 

He  called  for  “salvation  through 
the  witness  of  Jesus  Christ,  that 
moves  public  debate  away  from  ob¬ 
solete  argument  between  right  and 
left  and  finds  mutual  liberation  in 
deceptively  simple  Gospel  lessons.” 


Legislative 
changes  asked 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE— United  Meth- 
odiste  General  Board  of  Disci¬ 
pleship  directors  recently 
approved  initial  drafts  of  pro¬ 
posed  legislation  for  the  church’s 
1996  legislative  General  Confer¬ 
ence  including: 

■  Allowing  the  local-church 
Committee  on  Nominations  and 
Personnel  to  elect  its  own  chair. 
Currently  the  pastor  chairs  the 
committee. 

■  United  Methodist  obser¬ 
vance  of  World  AIDS  Day  on  the 
first  Sunday  in  December.  The 
legislation  does  not  require  a  spe¬ 
cial  offering  but  encourages  an 
offering  be  taken  for  HIV/AIDS 
Ministries  (Advance  Special 
#982215-6). 


ABC  asks  what's  going  on  in  God's  name? 


By  |OHN  A.  LOVELACE 

Editor 

Few  United  Methodists  would 
identify  with  “church”  as  displayed 
March  16  on  ABC  Television. 

In  an  hour-long  Peter  Jennings 
special  titled  In  the  Name  of  God. 
viewers  see  sanctuaries/auditori¬ 
ums/theaters  full  of  row  after  row  of 
white  faces,  hundreds  of  uplifted 
hands  and  arms,  dozens  of  writhing 
bodies  and,  between  services,  30-ish 
pastors  drafting  a  “statement  of 
purpose.” 

Viewers  don’t,  for  the  most  part, 
see  ethnic  minority  faces,  religious- 
art  symbolism,  Christian  education 
or  “mission”  in  any  sense  beyond 
the  here  and  now. 

This  is  evangelical,  experimental 
nondenominationalism  writ  large. 

In  a  brief  introduction,  Mr.  Jen¬ 
nings  credits  these  churches  with 
“appearing  to  answer  the  spiritual 
needs  of  many  Americans.”  But 
many  of  his  interview  questions 
hint  at  his  skepticism.  And  his  clos¬ 
ing — “As  these  churches  try  to  at¬ 
tract  sell-out  crowds,  are  they  in 
danger  of  selling  out  the  Gos- 


Review 


pel?” — seems  to  indicate  his  own 
conclusion. 

Featured  sites  include: 

■  Willow  Creek  Community 
Church  outside  Chicago,  which  at¬ 
tracts  some  15,000  people  each  week; 

■  Vineyard  Christian  Fellowship 
in  Anaheim,  Calif.,  where  one  finds 
emotional,  physical  (i.e.  trembling, 
vibrating,  shouting)  encounters  with 
God;  and 

■  A  South  African  Pentecostal 
pastor  who  almost  literally  knocks 
’em  dead  with  “Holy  Laughter”  at 
Melodyland  Christian  Center  oppo¬ 
site  Disneyland  in  Anaheim,  Calif. 

Only  the  most  sated  mainline 
Protestant  Christian  would  ignore 
what  one  lay  member,  a  mechanic, 
told  Mr.  Jennings: 

“It  doesn’t  bother  me  that  they  use 
marketing  techniques  to  get  me  to  go 
there.  ...  I  appreciate  that  they’re 
making  it  easy  for  me _ It’s  like  go¬ 

ing  to  a  movie.  Only  better.  . . .  And 
it  is  slick.  It  makes  me  want  to  come 
back  and  hear  more.  The  more  I 


hear,  then  the  more  I  leam  and  the 
better  Christian  I’ll  be.” 

And  it’s  non-blissful  ignorance  to 
conclude  that  “it  can’t  happen 
here.”  Mr.  Jennings  credits  the  Wil¬ 
low  Creek  church  with  being  the 
core  of  more  than  800  churches 
who  look  to  it  as  a  model  and  says 
Vineyard  in  Anaheim  is  “the  moth¬ 
er  church”  for  more  than  500  Vine¬ 
yard  churches  around  the  world. 

To  their  credit,  these  “pioneers,” 
as  Mr.  Jennings  describes  them, 
don’t  seem  to  spend  much  time 
“knocking  the  competition.” 

Willow  Creek  Pastor  Bill  Hybels 


told  Mr.  Jennings  that  before  he 
started  the  church  he  didn’t  know 
the  community. 

He  said  he  and  three  others,  went 
door  to  door  for  a  month  “and  we 
just  asked  people  ’Do  you  actively  at¬ 
tend  a  local  church?’  If  they  said  yes, 
we  said,  ’Good  for  you,  keep  going.’ 
If  they  said  no,  then  we  just  asked  the 
simple  question:  ‘Would  you  tell  us 
why  you  stopped  going?’  ” 

What  the  pastor  and  others 
learned,  Mr.  Jennings  said,  is  “that 
people  didn’t  like  old-fashioned  ser¬ 
mons  and  they  were  bored  by  tradi¬ 
tional  church  music.” 


"Life  of  Paul  Mediterranean  Cruise" 

Dr.  William  H.  Hinson,  Dr.  Maxie  Dunnam, 

Dr.  Jim  Fleming 

October  14  -  23,  1995 

For  free  16-page  Color  Cruise  Brochure, 

Call  713/652-2999,  Extension  314  "Life  of  Paul" 
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Three  new  district  superintendents  are  announced 


Three  new  district  superintendents 
are  announced  by  Bishop  William  B. 
Oden.  Rev.  Leslie  P.  Norris  Jr,  pastor  of 
Mount  Zion  UMC,  New  Orleans,  will 
serve  in  Baton  Rouge  District.  Rev. 
Jimmie  D.  Pyles,  senior  minister  of 
First  UMC,  Pineville,  is  to  be  Ruston 
district  superintendent,  and  Rev.  Terry 
C.  Willis,  pastor  of  Homer  UMC-Wes- 
ley  Chapel  Charge,  will  serve  as  super¬ 
intendent  in  Acadiana  District. 

Retiring  this  June  will  be  two  Cabinet 
members,  Rev.  C.  Richard  Hoffpauir  of 
Baton  Rouge  and  Rev.  James  M.  Poole 
of  Ruston.  Dr.  Gerald  Richardson  of 
Acadiana  will  become  senior  pastor  of 
First  UMC  in  Alexandria. 

Willis  is  the  father  of  two  ministers  in 
the  Louisiana  Conference,  Rev.  Ricky 
Willis,  pastor  of  Faith  UMC,  West 
Monroe,  and  Rev.  Gary  Willis,  minister 
of  Lake  Providence  UMC. 

Norris  is  the  brother  of  Bishop  Alfred 
Norris,  elected  from  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence,  and  assigned  to  serve  New  Mexico 
and  Northwest  Texas  conferences. 

Pyles  exchanged  churches  during  two 
summers  with  the  president  of  the 
Northern  Ireland  Methodist  Church 
and  made  lifelong  friends  with  clergy 
and  laity  from  Ireland. 

He  has  been  chaplain  for  Jeff  Davis 
Sheriffs  Office  while  in  Jennings  and 
chaplain  to  the  Holiday  Inns  of  America. 
As  such  he  did  marriage  counseling,  aided 
suicidal  persons  and  provided  many  cler- 
gical  services  at  motels  of  that  chain. 

“One  of  the  real  joys  was  to  conduct 
early  Sunday  morning  services  for  em¬ 
ployees  in  Jennings  who  couldn’t  get  to 
church,”  he  said. 

Serving  his  1 1th  year  at  First  UMC, 
Pineville,  Pyles  has  also  served  at  Sib¬ 
ley,  Eros,  Shreveport,  Lafayette,  Sims- 
boro  and  Jonesville.  For  nine  years  he 
was  pastor  of  First  UMC,  Jennings. 

Active  on  the  Conference  level,  he 
has  been  secretary  of  Evangelism,  on 
the  Board  of  Discipleship 
munications  Committee.  He  is  now  on 
the  VISION  2000  Inviting  Task  Force. 

In  the  Alexandria  District  he  has 
been  chair  of  Evangelism  and  on  the 
Committee  on  Ministry. 

For  the  past  two  decades  Pyles  has 
been  on  the  Committee  of  the  Twelve 
of  Louisiana  Christian  ASHRAM.  He  is 
slated  to  be  president  of  the  board  of 
Louisiana  Moral  and  Civic  Foundation. 

Active  in  the  community,  he  is  on  the 
human  studies  committee  at  VA  Medical 
Center  in  Alexandria  and  on  the  evalua¬ 
tion  committee  of  Central  State  Hospital 
in  Pineville.  He  has  served  on  the  State 
Drug  Abuse  Council,  the  Council  on  Ag¬ 
ing  and  as  board  member  and  officer  of 
the  Shepherd  Center  in  Alexandria. 

Norris  has  been  pastor  of  Hartzell 
Mt.  Zion  UMC  in  Slidell,  and  of  Haven 
UMC,  Mt.  Zion  UMC  and  Bethany 
UMC  in  New  Orleans.  From  1966  to 
1969  he  was  executive  secretary  of  the 


A  Sunday  school  attendance  program 
is  being  held  during  the  Lenten  Season 
at  St.  Luke-Simpson  UMC,  Lake 
Charles.  “Lift  Up  for  Lent”  is  the 
theme.  The  pur¬ 
pose  is  to  “pro¬ 
mote  the  best 
attendance  possi¬ 
ble  in  Sunday 
school  classes  in 
order  to  experience 
greater  spiritual 
growth  through  Bi¬ 
ble  study,  to  enjoy 
the  fellowship  of 
being  together  and 
to  realize  that  each  class  can  be  a  sup¬ 
port  and  caring  group.” 

♦  *  * 

With  emphasis  on  becoming  a  Cele¬ 
brating  Congregation,  Kenner  UMC 
will  hear  renowned  preacher.  Dr. 
Charles  Allen  during  a  revival  March 
26-28. 

Rev.  Darryl  Tate,  pastor,  said  the  cele¬ 
brating  started  when  Dr.  Allen  accepted 
the  invitation.  They  want  to  share  their 
joy  by  inviting  others  to  worship  with 
them  on  March  26  at  11  a.m.  and  each 
day  at  7:00  p.m.  Allen  also  will  speak  at 
noon  during  lunch  on  March  27  and  28. 

Time  magazine  said  of  Dr.  Allen: 
“The  success  story  of  Charles  L.  Allen  is 
not  the  result  of  rafter-ringing  oratory. 
He  speaks  simply,  seldom  raises  his 
voice  and  uses  few  gestures.  He  empha¬ 
sizes  Christian  daily  living  and  prayer. 
He  is  inclined  to  say  simply,  “  ‘You’ll 
be  happier  if  you  live  this  way.’  ” 

*  *  * 

The  Conference  Legislative  Liaison 
Committee  invites  all  interested  persons 
to  attend  the  Governor’s  Prayer  Break¬ 
fast  Tuesday,  March  28,  from  7  to  8:30 
a.m.  at  the  Bellemont  Hotel  and  Con¬ 
vention  Center,  7370  Airline  Highway, 
Baton  Rouge.  After  the  breakfast,  the 
Conference  committee  will  sponsor  a 
seminar  on  gambling  and  other  issues 


Louisiana  Conference  Board  of  Educa¬ 
tion. 

In  1991,  Norris  was  a  Louisiana  dele¬ 
gate  to  the  World  Methodist  Confer¬ 
ence  in  Singapore. 

He  has  been  chaplain  and  professor 
of  religion  at  Dillard  University  and  he 
received  the  Outstanding  Achievement 
Award  there  in  1976.  Civitan  Club 
named  him  Minister  of  the  Year  in 
1990.  Outstanding  Service  Awards  have 
been  presented  to  him  by  Alpha  Phi 
Omega,  national  service  fraternity,  and 
National  Head  Start  Association. 

Norris  has  been  active  in  the  Confer¬ 
ence,  New  Orleans  District  and  in  the 
city.  He  is  vice  president  and  charter 
member  of  All  Congregations  Together 
(A.C.T.)  a  New  Orleans  organization 
that  has  brought  various  factions  to¬ 
gether  to  help  legislate  good  govern¬ 
ment,  and  is  on  the  executive 
committee  of  Greater  New  Orleans 
Federation  of  Churches. 

In  the  Conference,  he  is  on  the  VI¬ 
SION  2000  steering  committee  and  on 


General  Commission  on  Religion  and 
Race  of  The  United  Methodist  Church 
will  conduct  an  on-site  review  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference  April  6  and  7. 

Louisiana  Conference  is  one  of  23  se¬ 
lected  for  review  during  the  1993-96 
quadrennium,  as  mandated  by  the  Dis¬ 
cipline. 

Through  its  on-site  review,  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Commission  will  seek  to  discover 
the  current  status  of  racial/ethnic  mi¬ 
nority  persons  among  the  leadership  of 
the  Conference  boards,  agencies  and  in¬ 
stitutions  related  to  the  Louisiana  An¬ 
nual  Conference,  Elaine  Jenkins,  an 
Associate  General  Secretary,  said. 

Ways  to  strengthen 

The  on-site  review  also  will  explore 


expected  to  come  up  in  the  Louisiana 
Legislature  when  the  session  opens  on 
March  27. 

The  seminar  will  be  held  at  First 
UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  from  9:30  a.m.  to 
noon. 

Legislation  limiting  video  poker  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  be  presented  this  year.  Partici¬ 
pation  in  the  seminar  will  help  determine 
the  most  effective  way  to  fight  gambling 
in  Louisiana,  committee  members  said. 

Tickets  to  the  breakfast  are  $12.50  per 
person  and  registration  may  be  made  by 
writing:  1995  Steering  Committee,  Gov¬ 
ernor’s  Prayer  Breakfast,  P.  O.  Box 
40686,  Baton  Rouge  LA  70835. 

•  *  • 

Knights  Templar,  a  branch  of  the  Ma¬ 
sonic  fraternity,  selected  Rev.  Larry 
O’Dell  as  recipient  of  the  Holy  Land  Pil¬ 
grimage.  Upon  his  recent  return  from  the 
tour  made  possible  by  the  organization's 
special  fund,  O’Dell  said  he  had  a  new 
appreciation  for  the  travels  of  Jesus  and 
the  Disciples  who  walked  long  distances 
over  such  rugged  and  varied  terrain. 

The  national  Masonic  organization 
recently  awarded  its  Royal  Arch  Mason 
Award  of  the  Year  to  Ray  Durbin,  trea¬ 
surer  of  Trinity  UMC,  Alexandria.  The 
award  is  given  to  one  person  in  each 


the  Board  of  Discipleship.  He  serves  in 
district  offices  and  is  on  the  board  of 
Peoples  Community  Center. 

He  has  served  on  the  Regional  AIDS 
Network  Advisory  Board,  board  of 
Ministries  to  Blacks  in  Higher  Educa¬ 
tion  and  the  Urban  League  of  Greater 
New  Orleans,  to  name  only  a  few. 

Computer  knowledge  is  helpful  in 
any  field  these  days. 

Willis  worked  with  computers  before 
entering  the  ministry. 

As  minister,  he  has  served  Pleasant 
Hill-Pelican-Mitchell-Converse-Bayou 
Scie;  Calhoun-Beulah-Indian  Village; 
Trinity,  Ruston  (as  associate);  Ring¬ 
gold-Castor-Grand  Bayou;  Abbeville- 
Pecan  Island;  Maplewood;  Ferriday- 
Clayton,  Arcadia-Mt.  Mariah;  Vivian- 
Rodessa  and  his  current  charge. 

On  the  Conference  level,  he  serves  on 
the  Board  of  Discipleship,  chair  of  the 
Commission  on  Equitable  Salaries  and 
the  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry  as  enlist¬ 
ment  and  candidacy  registrar  and  chair 
of  associate  members  and  local  pastors. 


ways  to  strengthen  the  involvement  of 
racial/ethnic  minority  persons  in  the  to¬ 
tal  life  and  mission  of  the  Conference. 

The  review  is  to  be  held  at  First 
UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  beginning  at  9 
a.m.  Thursday,  April  6.  Adjournment  is 
to  be  about  noon  Friday,  April  7. 

Rev.  James  Poole,  superintendent  of 
the  Ruston  District  and  Cabinet  repre¬ 
sentative  to  the  Conference  Commission 
on  Religion,  and  Race  is  coordinating  the 
review  with  the  General  Board. 

Conference  director.  Rev.  Leslie  Akin, 
said,  “We  hope  to  learn  from  one  another 
and  to  discern  directions  we  should  go  to 
become  the  family  of  God  as  described  in 
1  Corinthians,  Chapter  12.” 

Louisiana  Conference’s  agencies, 


state  for  outstanding  service  to  the  com¬ 
munity  and  to  the  organization,  W.  A. 
Morris,  a  member  of  Trinity,  said. 

•  •  * 

Construction  is  underway  at  St  An¬ 
drew’s  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  where  Dr. 
Rod  Kennedy  is  pastor.  A  3,500-square- 
foot  educational  building  is  being  add¬ 
ed.  To  be  provided  are  Sunday  school 
classrooms  and  administrative  office 
space,  L.  N.  Coxe,  building  committee 
chair,  said.  The  existing  sanctuary  also 
will  be  modified  to  seat  an  additional 
100  persons,  bringing  the  capacity  to 
350. 

A  Serving  Congregation,  St.  Andrew’s 
is  involved  in  five  outreach  programs 
including  Habitat  for  Humanity  and  the 
local  United  Methodist  Mission  Center. 

*  *  ♦ 

During  the  Jackson  Assembly  An¬ 
tiques  Festival  and  Tour  March  24-26 
the  new  Centenary  State  Commemora¬ 
tive  Area  with  its  .park  area  and  build¬ 
ings  will  be ‘open  for  tours.  The 
institution  that  is  now  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege  of  Shreveport  originally  opened  in 
1826  as  the  College  of  Louisiana.  The 
facility  was  taken  over  in  the  1850  by 
the  Methodist  Church  which  moved  its 
Centenary  College  to  the  Jackson  site 
from  Brandon  Springs,  Miss.,  according 
to  festival  planners. 


He  and  the  other  newly  appointed 
district  superintendents  are  all  in  full 
connection  as  ordained  elders  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference. 

Pyles  and  Willis  each  received  master 
of  divinity  degrees  from  Perkins  School 
of  Theology  at  SMU.  Norris  received  a 
master  of  divinity  degree  from  Interde¬ 
nominational  Theological  Center  in  At¬ 
lanta.  While  there,  he  was  a  seminary 
exchange  student  one  year  at  Menno- 
nite  Biblical  Seminary  in  Elkhart,  Indi¬ 
ana.  He  also  holds  a  master  of 
education  degree  from  Nicholls  State 
University  in  Thibodaux. 

Pyles  is  married  to  the  former  Dessie 
Hinton  and  they  have  a  son,  Andy. 
Norris  is  married  to  the  former  Roszeta 
Porter  and  they  have  two  children,  Les¬ 
lie  Norris  III  and  Wendy  Patrice. 

Willis  and  his  wife,  the  former  Judy 
Jeraline  Whatley,  are  parents  of  three 
sons,  the  two  Louisiana  ministers  men¬ 
tioned  above,  and  Mark  Lee,  a  handi¬ 
capped  child  who  lives  at  Pinecrest 
State  School  in  Pineville. 


boards  and  institutions  have  been  asked 
to  prepare  written  reports  describing 
how  they  relate  to  the  racial/ethnic  mi¬ 
nority  constituency.  Those  persons  also 
were  asked  to  tell  the  “greatest  celebra¬ 
tion  in  relation  to  the  racial/ethnic  mi¬ 
nority  leadership,  local  churches  and 
communities  and  the  agency’s  greatest 
concern  relating  to  the  same.” 

Attending  will  be  Bishop  Oden  and 
the  Cabinet,  the  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries  executive  staff,  chairs  and 
presidents  of  Conference  boards,  agen¬ 
cies,  committees.  United  Methodist 
Men,  United  Methodist  Women,  the 
Board  of  Ordained1  Ministry  and  the 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administra¬ 
tion.  Also  one  person  from  each  Confer¬ 
ence  board,  agency,  committee,  council, 
commission  and  task  force  who  is  not 
an  officer. 

All  members  of  the  Conference  Com¬ 
mission  on  Religion  and  Race  are  expect¬ 
ed  to  attend.  Rev.  McKinley  Franklin, 
pastor  of  Peck  UMC,  New  Orleans,  is 
Conference  chair  and  Rev.  Randy 
Scrivener,  pastor,  Jackson-Ethel  UMC, 
is  secretary. 

Chairs  of  ethnic  caucuses  have  also 
been  invited  to  the  on-site  review. 

Biblical  grounding 

At  the  on-site  review  Bishop  Oden 
will  make  a  presentation  on  the  “Bibli¬ 
cal/Theological  Grounding  for  the  In¬ 
clusive  Church”  and  its  application  to 
the  Louisiana  Conference. 

Small  group  discussions  are  to  be 
held.  Participants  will  be  asked  to  form 
groups  to  plan  strategies/programs  to 
address  the  issues  and  concerns  identi¬ 
fied  in  these  groups. 

Any  racial/ethnic  minority  person  de¬ 
siring  to  dialogue  with  the  review  team 
is  invited  to  do  so  at  a  6  p.m.  session 
Wednesday,  April  5,  at  First  UMC. 

The  Conference  head  of  the  Commis¬ 
sion  on  Religion  and  Race  said  he  re¬ 
serves  his  comments  about  the  on-site 
review  until  after  it  is  held. 

“I  support  and  affirm  the  review,” 
Franklin  said.  “My  concern  is  that  we 
need  to  do  a  better  job  with  ethnic 
groups  in  the  Louisiana  Conference.” 

He  feels  that  efforts  are  being  made 
toward  that  purpose. 

Plan  is  first  step 

“For  the  past  six  months,”  Franklin 
continued,  “the  Conference  Commis¬ 
sion  on  Religion  and  Race  and  repre¬ 
sentatives  from  the  Cabinet  have 
worked  out  a  reasonable  plan  which  is 
the  first  step  in  moving  in  the  direction 
of  the  inclusive  church.  Implementing 
the  plan  is  the  key.” 

An  account  of  the  plan  will  be  includ¬ 
ed  in  the  Pre-Conference  Report. 

Planners  extend  a  call  to  prayer  for 
positive  results  from  the  review. 


and  the  etmp- 


General  Commission  on  Religion  and  Race 
will  conduct  on-site  review  in  Conference 


Around  the  Conference 


Rev.  Larry  D. 
O'Dell,  LEFT, 
pastor  of  Horse¬ 
shoe  Drive-Hin- 
eston,  Fellow¬ 
ship  Charge  in 
Alexandria  Dis¬ 
trict,  is  pictured 
with  the  old  city 
of  Jerusalem  in 
the  background. 


The  Church 
and  Generation  X 

Bishop  William  Oden 

This  column  is  a  mosaic  of  recent  books  and  articles  I  have  read  concerning 
the  rising  generation  of  Americans.  If  “Baby  Boomers”  are  those  born  after 
W.  W.  II  through  the  mid  60’s,  and  “Baby  Busters”  are  the  children  of  the  early 
“Boomers,”  we  are  now  into  a  new  “crop”  of  a  generation  being  pushed  into  the 
arena  of  public  life.  They  are  very  creatively  called  the  “X  Generation.” 

I  must  pause  here  and  express  a  sadness  for  my  generation  —  those  bom  be¬ 
tween  The  Great  Depression  and  the  end  of  the  2nd  World  War.  I  feel  very  much 
like  the  elder  brother  in  the  Good  Samaritan  story.  We  have  carried  the  load  and 
have  received  little  attention.  Time  magazine  called  us  “The  Silent  Generation.” 
Sam  Rayburn’s  words  “to  get  along,  go  along”  were  said  to  be  our  marching  song. 
We  have  never  had  a  president.  The  torch  was  passed  from  Bush  (a  W.  W.  II  vet)  to 
Clinton  (constantly  defined  as  the  essence  of  Baby  Boomer  mentality). 

After  that  somewhat  immature  outburst  (uncharacteristic  of  my  generation!)  I 
wish  to  address  the  church’s  response  to  the  “X  Generation.”  It  basically  is  to 
ignore  it. 

We  have  conferences  on  “Boomers”  and  “Busters.”  We  write  and  read  articles. 
We  “talk  the  talk”  about  an  open  and  caring  church.  But  I’m  not  sure  we  really 
want  them  on  board.  They  force  change  in  the  way  we  care  and  communicate. 

The  “X  Generation”  are  those  just  coming  of  age  (around  16)  through  the 
mid-thirties.  They  aren’t  sure  they  have  a  future  so  they  often  invest  very  little  in 
themselves  or  commitments.  There  are  approximately  38  million  in  this  group¬ 
ing.  The  bottom  line  (a  good  Boomer  term)  is  that  there  is  a  wide  gap  between 
the  “X’ers”  and  other  generations,  especially  in  the  transmitting  of  values. 

This  is  the  MTV  generation.  The  first  truly  “computerized  generation”  (the 
digital  being).  The  only  constant  for  these  young  Americans  has  been  constant 
change.  They  have  had  little  time  to  grow  roots  and  they  often  are  uncertain 
what  to  do  with  their  lives.  (Read  Douglas  Coupland’s  books,  Life  After  God  and 
Generation  X. 

Most  of  those  in  this  generation  skipped  Sunday  School,  or  if  they  went,  it 
didn’t  take.  As  I  visit  with  “X”  Methodists,  I  find  they  have  a  passionate  desire 
to  help  build  a  better  world,  but  are  utterly  surprised  to  learn  of  United  Method¬ 
ism’s  social  witness  that  goes  back  to  John  Wesley. 

I  have  learned  this  is  a  very  sensitive  generation.  They  are  “post-modern”  in 
that  they  operate  more  with  intuition  and  emotion  than  theories  and  rationales. 


The  church’s  task  in  this  totally  new  field  of  evangelism  is  not  unlike  the  pio¬ 
neer  missionaries  entering  an  unconverted  continent.  The  need  is  to  accept  and 
affirm  without  being  “preachy.” 

This  is  hard  to  do.  These  are  my  children.  I  want  so  much  for  them.  But  most 
of  all,  I  want  them  to  find  their  own  way  and  make  their  own  witness. 


"The  Yardbirds,"  pictured  above  in  matching  shirts,  do  yard  work 
and  maintenance  at  North  Highlands  UMC,  Shreveport.  Recently  a 
group  of  women  honored  the  men  at  a  celebration  and  presented 
each  with  a  sweatshirt  painted  with  "The  Yardbird"  logo.  BACK 
ROW,  FROM  LEFT,  are  Bob  Duncan,  Charlie  Wilbanks,  Joe  Lang- 
don,  John  Peddy,  Keith  Jackson,  Bob  Funk  and  Sam  Farmer.  CENTER 
is  Marge  Wilier.  SEATED,  FROM  LEIT,  are  Judy  Miller,  Henrie  Nor¬ 
man,  Clayton  Guess  and  Cille  Dykes.  Three  of  "The  Yardbirds,"  not 
pictured,  are  Frank  Currie,  Bob  Dykes  and  Rev.  Conrad  Edwards, 
pastor. 


Cubans'  deprivation  and  needs 
plus  their  vital  faith  observed 


By  Rev.  Scott  Bullock 

Baseball  is  one 
of  those  pastimes 
which  we  wouldn’t 
ordinarily  connect 
with  luxury,  unless 
we  were  to  find 
ourselves  in  the 
heart  of  Cuba.  See¬ 
ing  children  play  a 
pickup  game  on  a 
dusty  street  with  a 
hand-carved  bat,  a 
discarded  doll’s  head  for  a  ball,  no 
shoes  and  tattered  gloves,  one  realizes 
the  depth  of  the  deprivation  in  Cuba. 

Four  United  Methodists  from  Louisi¬ 
ana  accompanied  an  Oklahoma  Volun¬ 
teers  in  Mission  team  to  inland  Cuba  in 
February  to  share  a  week  with  our 
Christian  brothers  and  sisters  there. 
With  me,  from  Asbury,  was  Mark  Be¬ 
langer,  a  layperson.  From  First  UMC, 
DeRidder  there  were  Mamie  and  Ma¬ 
con  Rathbum. 

However,  the  depth  of  need  was 
matched  only  by  the  sincere  hospitality 
and  vital  faith  of  the  Cuban  people.  We 
were  there  to  help  with  construction  of 

In  Memoriam 

Sympathy  to  the  family  of  Becca  Cot- 
trill,  49,  who  died  March  8  in  Slidell  af¬ 
ter  suffering  a  stroke.  She  is  survived  by 
her  husband,  Dr.  Don  Cottrill,  two 
daughters,  Cynthia,  and  Caitlin.  Dr. 
Cottrill,  pastor  of  Aldersgate  UMC,  is 
former  executive  director,  Conference 
Council  on  Ministries. 

Memorial  services  for  Rebecca  Doyle 
Cottrill  were  held  March  1 1  in  Aldersgate 
UMC,  Slidell,  and  March  12  at  Damas¬ 
cus  Baptist  Church  in  Lindale,  Tex.  In¬ 
urnment  near  Tyler,  Tex.,  where  she  was 
bom. 

“The  Becca  Fund”  has  been  estab¬ 
lished  to  support  missions.  Memorials 
may  be  sent  to:  Aldersgate  UMC,  360 
Robert  Rd.,  Slidell,  LA  70458. 


the  Methodist  Church  in  Cifuentes.  The 
team  also  distributed  drugs  and  other 
supplies  including  short  wave  radio  and 
other  communication  equipment. 

Risks  his  life 

Yet,  the  most  lasting  impact  was  the 
exchange  on  a  purely  relational  level.  One 
can  never  forget  conversations  with  a 
young  cardiologist  who  risked  his  life  for 
four  days  in  the  open  Gulf,  while  at¬ 
tempting  to  leave  Cuba  on  a  raft.  Memo¬ 
rable,  too,  were  meetings  between  local 
Methodists  and  government  officials  who 
are  realizing  that  Methodists  in  many  ar¬ 
eas  care  about  the  Cuban  people. 

Perhaps  most  riveting  was  a  comment 
by  Roy  Rodriguez,  district  superinten¬ 
dent  of  the  Santa  Gara  District.  He  said, 
“Having  eased  numerous  restrictions 
upon  the  church  in  Cuba,  the  govern¬ 
ment  is  completely  shocked  at  the  over¬ 
whelming  response  of  the  people  to  the 
Church’s  message.  They  are  amazed  at 
the  scores  of  young  adults,  those  most 
targeted  by  years  of  aggressive  atheistic 
indoctrination  in  government  schools, 
who  are  flocking  to  the  Church.” 

Exuberant  worship 

Experiencing  the  exuberant  worship 
in  several  packed  Cuban  Methodist 
congregations  bore  out  the  truth  of  his 
statement. 

Asbury  UMC.  Lafayette,  aided  by  Cu¬ 
ba’s  Bishop  Joel  Ajo,  established  a  sister 
church  relationship  with  the  Nize  Fer¬ 
nandez  Methodist  Church  of  Mantanzas. 

Oklahoma  Conference  will  continue 
to  assist  the  church  in  Cifuentes.  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference  with  its  official  mission 
emphasis  on  Cuba  will  continue  its 
help. 

These  and  other  teams  from  annual 
conferences  all  over  the  United  States 
will  continue  the  bonds  of  partnership 
with  the  Cuban  Methodist  Church.  Ex¬ 
citing  times  lie  ahead  as  Methodists 
from  Cuba  and  Louisiana  join  hands 
upon  ouf/Common  journey  of  faith. 


Rev.  Scott  Bullock 
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Experiencing  God 
warms  the  heart 


Fourth  in  a  series. 

The  United  Methodist  under¬ 
standing  of  Christianity  is  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  the  heart. 

One  of  Methodism’s  pivotal 
events  came  when  its  founder,  John 
Wesley,  a  priest  of  the  Church  of 
England,  “felt  his  heart  strangely 
wanned”  at  a  church  on  Aldersgate 
Street  in  London. 

Today  one  may  experience  Chris¬ 
tianity  in  competition  with  a  host  of 
other  emotional  experiences.  Often, 
Christianity  loses  out. 

Thus  the  church  faces  a  repeat  of 
the  test  that  confronted  Wesley: 
Must  we  “become  more  vulgar 
(common)” — as  Wesley  said  he  was 
doing  when  he  began  preaching  out¬ 
doors — by  adapting  our  methods  to 
the  experiences  of  our  times? 

For  instance,  suppose  we  use  the 
media  of  our  contemporary  cul¬ 
ture  to  get  out  our  message.  Will 
the  means  we  use  to  disseminate 
the  Christian  message  taint  the 
Gospel,  which  calls  people  to  an 
experience  of  God  that  is  often  de¬ 
cidedly  at  odds  with  the  world? 

The  answer  may  lie  in  under¬ 
standing  the  nature  of  godly  expe¬ 
rience. 

In  Wesleyan  terms,  one  experi¬ 
ences  God  through  individual  ac¬ 
ceptance  of  God’s  forgiveness  of  sin 
through  faith  in  Jesus  Christ.  Chris¬ 
tian  experience  esteems  what  God 
has  done  for  us  as  individuals  and 
for  us  as  a  community  of  faith. 

Through  such  experience  comes 
the  realization  that  God,  through 
our  faith  in  Christ,  saves  us  for  a 
purpose:  To  live  as  Jesus  lived  and 
said  God  intends  all  people  to 
live — in  communion  with  God 
and  with  others,  to  bring  about 
God’s  realm  on  earth. 

Wesley  viewed  such  Christian 
experience  as  a  continuing  process 
in  which,  according  to  him,  “we 
are  going  on  to  perfection  in 
love” — a  perfection  (or  wholeness) 

.  he  never  confessed  to  be  attainable 
in  this  lifetime.  And  Wesley  did 
not  envision  perfection  stopping 
with  individuals.  He  envisioned 
the  same  perfection  for  society. 

For  these  and  other  reasons 
Methodists  over  two-and-a-half 
centuries  have  journeyed  toward 
“Christian  perfection”  by  the  tan¬ 
dem  practice  of  personal  piety  and 


Lenten 

Editorial  Series 


Experience 
Putting  Faith  into  Action 

social  activism  marked  by  chang¬ 
ing  society  one  person  at  a  time. 

Countless  schools,  colleges,  or¬ 
phanages,  hospitals  and  homes  for 
the  aged  operating  today — many 
with  “Methodist”  still  in  their 
names — owe  their  existence  to  the 
heritage  of  personal  piety  and  so¬ 
cial  action  Wesley  handed  down. 

Historically  Methodists  have 
been  led  to  campaign  against  slav¬ 
ery,  alcohol  consumption,  war, 
poverty  and  other  social  ills. 

All  their  good  works  reflect  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists’  understanding  of 
Christian  experience — acknowled¬ 
gement  of  sin,  acceptance  of  the  au¬ 
thority  of  God  and  communal 
responsibility  for  alleviating  suffer¬ 
ing.  Such  an  understanding  opposes 
much  of  the  cultural  norms  in 
which  the  church  now  exists. 

Today,  just  as  in  the  early  life  of 
the  church,  Christians’  personal 
strength  and  integrity  are  tested  as 
we  strive  to  be  faithful  in  the  midst 
of  a  culture  that  mocks  and  trivial¬ 
izes  the  faith  by  which  we  live. 

However,  it  is  this  realization 
that  Christian  experience  brings 
both  heightened  joy  and  strength 
to  endure  pain  and  persecution 
that  gives  the  life  of  faith  a  lasting 
depth  and  richness  which  fleeting 
moments  of  emotionally  charged 
indulgence  cannot  match. 


Next  week:  Reason — Bom 
the  Enlightenment. 


from 


UMC  needs  to  give  up  its  divisiveness 


Reading  recent  UMR  issues,  the 
rising  number  of  “issues”  and  “con¬ 
flicts  of  interest”  that  seem  to  be 
emerging  is  stupefying. 

Perhaps  it  is  a  sign  of  the  times, 
but  it  seems  that  we  have  allowed  the 
terminology  and  mindset  of  the  polit¬ 
ical  arena  to  enter  into  the  vernacular 
and  action  of  United  Methodism. 

We  use  political  terms  like  “po¬ 
larization,”  "pluralism,”  “right,” 
“left,”  “conservative,”  “liberal” 
etc.  We  find  ourselves  “confronting 
issues,”  and  exacerbating  possible 
divisions  by  “caucusing”  in  single 
issue  groups.  Somehow,  it  seems 
unchristian  for  Christians  to  per¬ 
ceive,  as  politicians  do,  those  who 
differ  as  “the  opposition,”  and  pro¬ 
ceed  to  band  like-believers  together 
to  “defeat  the  opposition.” 

We  need  to  sit  down  and  share 
our  understanding  and  visions  and 
incorporate  each  contribution  into 
something  wholly  new. 

It  would  be  wonderful  to  see  an 
end  to  these  divisions  which  seem 
to  be  in  the  making,  and  employ¬ 
ment  of  the  many  strengths  which 
are  uniquely  United  Methodist. 

Robert  D.  Simison 
Wichita,  Kansas 

Cartoon  protest 

Regarding  the  “Beyond  Belief’ 
cartoon  in  the  March  10  issue,  the 
suggestion  that  a  black  crayon  is 
bad  causes  serious  concern.  The 
person  sitting  at  the  end  of  the  table 
has  to  take  the  black  crayon  because 
all  of  the  “colored”  crayons  were 
gone.  Is  black  not  a  color?  Would  it 
have  been  more  appropriate  to  use 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 

“white”  as  the  crayon  least  desired? 

Obviously  this  is  not  a  black 
church  since  the  use  of  the  black 
crayon  “greatly  concerned”  his 
Sunday  School  teacher.  Cartoonist 
Roger  Judd  should  show  more  sen¬ 
sitivity  and  the  editors  should  think 
about  racial  correctness. 

Hayes  F.  Fletcher 
Cordova,  Tennessee 

A  prayer  perspective 

Regarding  the  recent  excellent 
coverage  in  UMR  on  the  issue  of 
prayer  in  schools,  it  is  my  calcula¬ 
tion  that  if  all  the  people  who  are 
fussing  about  there  not  being  prayer 
in  schools  would  pray  with  their 
children  every  morning  before  they 
leave  for  school  . . .  and  take  them 
to  Sunday  School  every  Sunday, 
where  prayer  is  completely  legal,  in¬ 
deed,  encouraged  ...  at  the  least, 
we  would  have  to  construct  thou¬ 
sands  of  new  education  wings!! 

“More  things  are  wrought  by 
prayer  than  this  world  dreams  of 

Cean  Wilson 
Cridersville,  Ohio 

I'm  dismayed 

I  was  dismayed  by  the  Reporter’s 
Feb.  24  editorial  about  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries’  proposal  for 
restructuring  the  church. 

I  strongly  disagree  that  the  use  of 
“task  language”  and  language  that 
comes  from  the  business  world  is  in¬ 


put  a  ’coupon  good  for  $5  off  your  next  tithe'  in  our  newsletter.” 


We  must  speak  up  for  those  with  HIV/AIDS 


By  JIM  WAGNER 

In  recent  weeks,  House  Appropri¬ 
ations  Sub-committees  have  voted 
to  cut  or  eliminate  many  govern¬ 
ment  programs  for  low-  and  no-in- 
come  persons  and  families. 

Some  of  these  have  gotten  much 
media  attention:  school  lunches, 
food  stamps,  welfare,  etc.  The  out¬ 
cry  has  been  tremendous  and  the 
Chairman  of  the  House  Appropria¬ 
tions  Committee  has  said  programs 
that  the  people  say  they  want  will  be 
restored.  The  problem  is  that  the 
people  most  affected  by  these  cuts 
are  not  well  organized  and  have  lit¬ 
tle,  if  any,  voice  in  the  halls  of  Con¬ 
gress. 

Votes  taken 

This  is  particularly  true  for  one 
group  of  impoverished  and  often 
disabled  Americans,  those  living 
with  HIV/AIDS.  Little  has  been 
said  about  the  threat  to  these  peo¬ 
ple,  yet  votes  have  been  taken  to: 

■  Eliminate  the  SI 86  million 
Housing  Opportunities  for  People 
With  AIDS  (HOPWA)  that  pro¬ 
vides  assistance  to  tens  of  thou¬ 
sands  of  people  with  AIDS  who 
would  otherwise  be  homeless. 

■  Cut  $13  million  immediately 
from  the  Ryan  White  CARE  Act 
which  provides  funding  to  states 
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and  cities  to  care  for  people  with 
AIDS. 

■  Cut  $23  million  from  the  Cen¬ 
ter  for  Disease  Control  and  Preven¬ 
tion’s  prevention  program  which 
has  a  proven  track  record  of  effec¬ 
tiveness  in  stemming  the  spread  of 
the  disease. 

In  response,  many,  including  the 
church,  seem  unconcerned,  as  if 
AIDS  doesn’t  affect  them.  Yet  one 
in  250  Americans  is  HIV-positive. 
One  in  15  is  affected  by  AIDS, 
though  they  may  not  know  it. 
Worldwide  someone  dies  from 
AIDS  every  eight  minutes. 

In  many  congregations,  if  they 
aren’t  driven  from  the  church  first, 
people  with  AIDS  are  often  made  to 
seem  like  something  else.  “She  has 
cancer.”  “He  has  pneumonia.”  “I’m 
not  sure,  but  I  know  it’s  terminal.” 


AIDS  is  still  often  a  “dirty”  word. 
Too  many  people  ignorantly  and 
judgmentally  think  only  “bad”  peo¬ 
ple  get  AIDS.  Much  of  this  stems 
from  the  fact  that  AIDS  was  first  not¬ 
ed,  in  this  country,  among  gay  men. 
However,  worldwide,  AIDS  is  un¬ 
questionably  a  heterosexual  disease. 

Number  increases 

In  St.  Louis,  AIDS  has  affected 
every  race,  men  and  women,  young 
and  old,  from  infants  to  grandmoth¬ 
ers.  And  the  number  of  people  diag¬ 
nosed  HIV-positive  or  as  having 
AIDS  increases  daily. 

My  own  church,  Lafayette  Park 
United  Methodist  Church,  is  locat¬ 
ed  in  the  area  of  the  St.  Louis  met¬ 
ropolitan  area  with  the  highest 
incidence  of  HIV/AIDS.  Since 
1990,  we  have  lost  six  members  to 
the  disease.  People  with 
HIV/AIDS  are  in  part  attracted  to 
Lafayette  Park  UMC  because  on 
our  bulletins  and  newsletter  is  an 
invitation:  “If  you  are  HIV-positive 
or  have  AIDS,  or  are  the  friend  or 
loved  one  of  a  person  with  HIV/ 
AIDS,  you  are  welcome  here!”  Few 
churches  dare  to  make  that  state¬ 
ment. 

We  were  an  “AIDS  church”  even 
before  our  bishop,  Ann  B.  Sherer, 
set  an  example  in  1993  by  being  a 
volunteer  to  test  an  AIDS  vaccine. 


We  became  an  “AIDS  church"  in 
1988  when  a  church  member  an¬ 
nounced  to  the  congregation  that  he 
had  AIDS. 

The  response  to  his  announce¬ 
ment  was  immediate.  “What  can  we 
do  to  help?”  We  were  able  to  ask 
that  because  we  take  very  seriously 
Jesus’  encounter  with  a  leper  re¬ 
ported  by  Mark.  The  leper  said  to 
Jesus  that  if  he  was  willing,  Jesus 
could  touch  him  and  heal  him.  Je¬ 
sus  said,  “I’m  willing,”  and  then 
(without  wearing  a  latex  glove!) 
touched  the  leper  and  healed  him. 

AIDS  is  the  leprosy  of  the  20th 
century.  If  we  are  truly  Christians,  we 
too  must  be  about  our  Father’s  busi¬ 
ness,  touching  and  healing  (though 
not  curing)  people  with  AIDS. 

Part  of  that  healing  is  being  the 
voice  for  the  voiceless  and  speaking 
up  for  “them,”  the  people  with 
HIV/AIDS.  We  must  persistently  let 
others  know  that  people  with 
HIV/AIDS  matter,  for  in  the  final 
analysis,  people  with  AIDS  are  not 
“them,”  they  are  “us.” 

"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  share  their  opin¬ 
ions  and  concerns  about  issues  facing  the 
church.  Any  reader  may  submit  an  article 
for  consideration  (two  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to  "Here  l 
Stand. "  United  Methodist  Reporter.  P.O. 
Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 
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What  others 
are  saying 

“Preachers  must  always  be  willing 
to  learn  and  leam  more.  The  Holy 
Spirit  does  not  object  to  hard  work.” 

— Michael  Quicke,  principal  of  Spur¬ 
geon's  College  in  London. 

*  *  * 

“A  good  sermon  should  have  a 
good  beginning  and  a  good  ending, 
and  they  should  be  as  close  together 
as  possible.” 

— Comedian  George  Bums,  quoted 
in  The  Joyful  Noiseletter. 


appropriate  for  the  church. 

In  our  day,  just  as  during  Jesus’ 
earthly  life,  God  speaks  through  lay 
people  and  their  daily  work,  not  just 
through  clergy,  worship  services,  and 
“religious”  words. 

I  was  also  disappointed  by  the  Re¬ 
porter  saying  that  making  changes  in 
our  church  structure  as  soon  as  the 
year  2000  would  be  acting  too  hasti¬ 
ly.  Some  disruption  occurs  whenever 
change  occurs,  but  if  we  use  that  as 
an  excuse  for  waiting  we  will  never 
make  changes  we  need  to  make. 

Barbara  Wendland 
Temple,  Texas 

I'm  delighted 

I  was  delighted  to  see  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  Reporter’s  Lenten  edito¬ 
rial  series  one  “Foundations  of  the 
United  Methodist  Faith.” 

It  seems  that  too  often  these  days, 
in  our  rush  to  be  politically  correct  in 
the  ecumenical  movement,  we  forget 
the  fact  that  we  as  United  Methodists 
have  a  great  story  to  tell. 

Congratulations  on  the  new  se¬ 
ries.  I  plan  to  clip  every  article. 

Roy  J.  Eaton 
Decatur,  Texas 

I'm  angry . 

I  am  angry  at  The  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  because  of  the  Discipline 
and  its  discriminatory  policies  against 
homosexuals,  policies  which  three 
months  ago  cost  me  my  minister. 

My  local  church  lost  its  minister 
because  he  no  longer  could  stand 
the  pain  of  secrecy  and  “came  out” 
to  our  congregation  as  gay.  My 
church  and  the  UMC  lost  a  gifted 
preacher  and  teacher  and  a  fine  hu¬ 
man  being.  He  himself  lost  not  only 
his  career  but  the  opportunity  to 
live  out  his  calling. 

I  am  finding  it  extremely  difficult 
to  retain  my  membership  in  the 
UMC— I  have  been  a  member  for 
45  years — and  am  doing  so  only  to 
keep  what  little  power  I  possess  to 
try  to  effect  change. 

Jesus  never  said  a  word  about  ho¬ 
mosexuality.  He  said  a  great  deal 
about  love.  I  think  we  all  need  to 
ponder  the  words  I  once  heard  from 
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the  pulpit:  “I  can’t  believe  Jesus 
would  condemn  any  persons  be¬ 
cause  of  whom  they  love.” 

Nancy  Newman 
Minneapolis,  Minnesota 

Voice  of  experience 

It  was  with  great  interest  that  I 
read  the  recent  Reporter  article, 
“Bishop:  ‘Chuches  must  end  silence 
on  pom.’  ” 

As  a  United  Methodist,  a  convict¬ 
ed  sex  offender,  and  someone  who 
has  in  the  past  been  addicted  to 
pornography,  I  was  interested  to  see 
the  church  as  a  whole  begin  to  ad¬ 
dress  the  serious  problem  of  por¬ 
nography. 

Personally  I  can  state  that  it  was 
my  own  personal  experience  and 
the  experience  of  every  other  sex  of¬ 
fender  that  I  have  met  since  being 
incarcerated  that  pornography 
played  a  significant  role  in  the 
crimes  that  we  committed. 

As  a  community  of  believers  we 
must  speak  out  against  pornography 
and  the  ills  to  our  society  that  it 
causes.  But  we  must  not  demonize 
those  who  are  caught  in  the  debili¬ 
tating  web  of  sexual  bondage. 

My  hope  in  writing  is  that  those 
who  read  this  and  need  help  or  have 
loved  ones  who  need  help  will  seek 
it,  before  they  lose  everything  dear 
to  their  heart  and  lives  as  I  have 
done. 

Ronald  Dale  Dunlap 
Amarillo,  Texas 


Will  there  be  enough 
leaves  left  to  heal  nations? 

"Then  the  angel  showed  me  the  — - - 

river  of  the  water  of  life,  bright  as  »  «  _ 

crystal,  flowing  from  the  throne  of  iViy  W  IIIlcSS 
God  and  the  Lamb  through  the  mid- 
die  of  the  street  of  the  city.  On  either 
side  of  the  river  is  the  tree  of  life  with 
its  twelve  kinds  of  fruit,  producing  its 
fruit  each  month ;  and  the  leaves  of 
the  tree  are  for  the  healing  of  the  na¬ 
tions.  "(Revelation  22:1-2) 

By  WILSON  BOOTS 

Near  my  home  in  the  heart  of  Bo¬ 
livia  there  is  a  road  leading  out  of 
the  lush  and  verdant  rain  forest 
over  which  some  sixty  large  trucks 
laden  with  dead  trees  pass  daily  to¬ 
ward  the  saw  mills. 

This  grim  column  of  ecological 
death  may  indeed  be  seen  as  a  fu¬ 
neral  procession  pointing  to  the 
coming  demise  of  planet  Earth. 

This  past  year  some  one  hundred 
thousand  trees  have  been  destroyed 
in  this  relatively  small  area  of  Bo¬ 
livia,  a  fate  suffered  by  millions 
more  in  the  Amazon  river  area.  Un¬ 
til  their  destruction  in  the  prime  of 
life,  these  late  lovely  trees  created 
large  drafts  of  rich  oxygen,  elixir  of 
life  for  humans  and  other  creatures. 

Scientists  warn  that  the  rapid  de¬ 
struction  of  the  world’s  forests  (10 
percent  in  a  very  brief  period) — tru¬ 
ly  the  lungs  of  the  world — has  al- 


The  Rev.  Wilson  Boots  is  a  clergy 
member  of  the  New  York  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  on  mission  assignment  in  Co¬ 
chabamba,  Bolivia. 

ready  seriously  violated  and  abused 
the  ozone  layer  and  the  ecological 
balance  of  the  world’s  environment. 

The  destruction  of  the  rain  for¬ 
ests  is  acclerating  a  deadly  cancer  in 
our  pulmonary  system  from  which 
we  may  not  recover.  Noted  German 
theologian  Jurgen  Moltmann  states: 
“Since  we  can  no  longer  retrieve  the 
poisons  which  rise  into  the  earth’s 
ozone  layer  and  the  poisons  which 
sink  into  the  ground,  we  do  not 
know  if  the  decision  about  the  fate 
of  humanity  has  not  already  fallen.” 

The  whole  of  creation  is  indeed 
“groaning”  (Romans  8)  that  it 
might  be  liberated  from  human  sin. 
But  the  funeral  procession  of  dead 
trees  continues  to  pass  near  my 
home  in  spite  of  the  protests  of 
many.  Is  it  too  late,  or  can  we  still 
claim  and  receive  the  redeeming 
power  of  God  in  Christ  “flowing 
from  the  throne  of  God  and  the 
Lamb — and  the  leaves  of  the  trees 
are  for  the  healing  of  the  nations?” 
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RIBBON  SHOWS  SUPPORT:  Faith 

United  Methodist  Church  in  Los  Angeles  hung 
a  4-foot  red  ribbon  outside  its  building  recent¬ 
ly  to  symbolize  its  compassion — and  more — for 
people  who  are  HIV  positive  or  who  have 
AIDS.  The  church  is  the  home  of  the  Imani 
Unidos  AIDS  project,  a  food  pantry  for  people 
with  HIV/AIDS.  It  is  reportedly  the  only  AIDS 
service  agency  sponsored  by  a  mainline  de¬ 
nomination  providing  groceries  weekly. 


PREACHES  TO  PRESIDENT:  More 

than  a  year  ago,  United  Methodist  Bishop  Su¬ 
san  M.  Morrison  (Philadelphia  Area)  accepted 
an  invitation  from  Senior  Pastor  J.  Philip  Wo- 
gaman  to  preach  in  Washington’s  historic 
Foundry  UMC.  On  Sunday,  Feb.  26,  she  filled 
that  invitation  by  preaching  to  a  congregation 
including  President  and  Mrs.  Clinton.  She  said 
later  she  thought  that  the  man  from  Hope, 
Ark.,  appreciated  her  message  on  . .  .  what 
else?  Hope. 

CLARIFICATION:  A  paragraph  was  in¬ 
advertently  left  out  of  the  March  24  story  on 
the  murders  of  a  United  Methodist  couple,  Sue 
and  George  Howorth  of  Allentown,  Pa.  Cheryl 
Trent  should  have  been  identified  as  diaconal 
minister  of  program  and  education  at  the 
Howorths’  church,  Asbury  United  Methodist 
in  Allentown.  The  Reporter  regrets  the  error. 

ALZHEIMER'S  CENTER  OPENS: 

More  than  1,000  United  Methodists  and 
guests  recently  dedicated  the  Windcrest  Alz¬ 
heimer’s  Care  Center  in  Abilene,  Texas.  The 
facility  is  related  to  the  church’s  Northwest 
Texas  regional  conference  and  is  part  of  the 
Sears  Methodist  Retirement  System,  Inc.  It 
has  four  living  units,  each  designed  for  a  specif¬ 
ic  functional  level  of  resident  ability. 


EDUCATOR  DIES  AT  82:  The  Rev. 

William  Charles  Walzer,  82,  a  retired  executive 
of  the  National  Council  of  the  Churches 
of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A.,  died  Feb.  21  of  Alz¬ 
heimer’s  Disease.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
United  Methodist  Western  New  York  regional 
conference.  From  1954  to  1977  he  was  associ¬ 
ated  with  Friendship  Press,  the  NCC’s  unit  for 
ecumenical  resources  on  mission  and  global 
education. 


FILLS  HEALTH  POST:  The  Rev.  John 

E.  Fellers,  senior  pastor  of  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Alexandria,  La.,  has  been 
named  executive  director  of  the  Institute  of  Re¬ 
ligion  in  the  Texas  Medical  Center  in  Houston, 
effective  March  1.  The  institute’s  mission 
statement  states  its  primary  purpose  “to  keep 
a  religious  presence  in  health-related  issues.” 
Dr.  Fellers,  a  native  of  Houston,  is  a  former 
senior  minister  of  St.  Paul’s  UMC  there  and 
was  president  of  United  Methodist-related  Lon 
Morris  College  in  Jacksonville,  Texas. 


ANTI-GAMBLING  INFO:  The  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of  Church  and  Soci¬ 
ety  has  produced  an  anti-gambling  information 
packet  costing  $7  each.  Call  Caron  Johnson  at 
(202)  488-5644. 

PROF  TO  BE  HONORED:  The  Rev. 
Alvin  J.  Lindren,  emeritus  professor  of  church 
administration  and  field  education,  will  be 
honored  by  United  Methodist-related  Garrett- 
Evangelical  Theological  Seminary  May  1-3  in 
Evanston,  Ill.  The  Rev.  G.  Douglass  Lewis, 
president  of  Wesley  Theological  Seminary  in 
Washington,  will  be  featured  speaker  and  also 
will  lead  a  10-hour  continuing  education  semi¬ 
nar  on  “Pastors  as  Leaders.”  Dr.  Lindgren  re¬ 
tired  from  Garrett-Evangelical  in  1979  after  22 
years  as  professor  of  church  administration 
and  director  of  field  education. 


SUPPORT  RIGHT  TO  DIE:  A  survey 

of  Australian  Protestants  has  found  that  40  per¬ 
cent  of  those  questioned  believe  a  person  should 
have  the  right  to  die  rather  than  suffer  the  pain 
of  an  incurable  illness.  Thirty  percent  said  they 
disagreed,  and  a  like  number  said  they  were 
uncertain.  The  survey,  part  of  a  wide-ranging 
examination  of  regular  church  attenders  in 
6,500  congregations  in  19  Protestant  denomi¬ 
nations,  was  conducted  in  1991,  but  the  results 
have  just  been  released. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Bishops  speak  out  on  evangelism 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BV  DANIEL  R.  CANCLER 

WASHINGTON-Bishop  Hae-Jong  Kim  (Western  New  York 
Area)  answers  questions  during  the  Second  Theological 
Consultation  on  Evangelism.  Seated  waiting  their  turn  to 
respond  are,  from  left,  Roger  K.  Swanson,  Nashville,  and 
Bishop  Ruediger  R.  Minor,  Moscow. 


WASHINGTON — The  Washington  Times  gave  it 
front-page  coverage. 

Bishop  Earl  G.  Hunt  Jr.  said  in  his  54  years  in  the 
ministry  he  had  "never  seen  anything  like  it." 

“It”  was  a  March  9-12  “Christ  for  the  World” 
theological  consultation  on  evangelism,  only  the 
second  of  its  kind  sponsored  by  the  United 
Methodist  Foundation  for  Evangelism  and  hosted 
by  the  church's  Wesley  Theological  Seminary 

Eleven  bishops  presented  papers  (see  listing 
below). 

“This  means,”  explained  Bishop  Hunt,  “that  the 
church  has  an  opportunity  now  to  hear  and  read  the 
bishops’  convictions  on  evangelism.  Bishops  are 
called  on  to  speak  on  many  things,  but  this  is  a  first 
of  this  magnitude  on  evangelism." 

Asked  to  explain  how  the  content  of  this  interna¬ 
tional  gathering  will  be  spread  to  congregations. 
Bishop  Hunt  answered: 

"Three  ways: 

"Abingdon  is  publishing  an  anthology  of  the 
papers  of  a  more  popular  nature  than  the  one  fol¬ 
lowing  our  first  convocation  three  years  ago.  We 
hope  it  will  be  out  by  Christmas. 

"The  entire  proceedings  were  videotaped  and 
audiotaped.  A  subcommittee  is  working  on  ways  to 
make  these  available  for  local  church  use,  particu¬ 
larly  in  areas  where  the  presenter-bishops  preside. 
We  expect  to  produce  a  videotape  sampler  with 
commentary. 

“Publications  like  yours  and  others  in  the  reli¬ 


gious  press  and 
articles  like  the 
long  one  in  the 
Washington  All  stories  in 
Times  will  call  it  this  special 
to  the  public’s  section  by 

attention.”  Associate 

Bishop  Hunt,  Editor 

immediate  past  Daniel  R. 

president  of  the  Gangler 

sponsoring  _ 

Foundation  for 

Evangelism,  said  the  convocation's  purpose  was  "to 
try  to  lift  evangelism  to  a  theologically,  liturgically 
and  biblically  respectable  position." 

He  credited  six  devotional  messages  by  Bishop 
Edwin  C.  Boulton  (Ohio  East  Area)  with  being  the 
glue  that  held  the  convocation  together. 

Bishops  participating  in  the  consulation  on  evan¬ 
gelism  were:  Earl  G.  Hunt,  Jr.,  retired;  Edwin  C. 
Boulton,  Ohio  East;  Neil  L.  Irons.  New  Jersey;  R. 
Sheldon  Duecker,  Chicago:  Ann  B.  Sherer. 
Missouri;  George  W.  Bashore,  Pittsburgh; 
Richard  B.  Wilke,  Arkansas;  Bruce  P.  Blake. 
Dallas;  Hae-Jong  Kim,  New  York  West;  Elias  G. 
Galvan.  Phoenix:  Ruediger  R.  Minor.  Eurasia: 
David  J.  Lawson,  Illinois;  Woodie  W.  White, 
Indiana;  Kenneth  L.  Carder.  Nashville;  James  K. 
Mathews,  retired:  Aired  L.  Norris.  Northwest 
Texas-New  Mexico;  Arthur  F.  Kulah.  Liberia; 
Joseph  H.  Yeakel.  Washington. 


Excerpts  from  what  the  bishops  said 


Neil  R.  Irons 


Bishop  Neil  L.  Irons 
New  Jersey  Area 

The  first  step  of 
evangelism  [good 
news]  occurs  in 
Scripture.  Evangelism 
starts  in  God’s  creation 
affirmed  as  good.  God 
responds  in  the  Exodus 
with  the  good  news  of 
an  extreme  act  of 
redemption  of  the 
oppressed.  This  good  news  of 
God’s  grace  and  redemption  is 
heard  again  in  the  stories  of 
Moses,  David,  Jonah  and  the 
prophets  and  culminates  in  the 
life,  death  and  resurrection  of 
Jesus.  That  good  news  continues 
in  the  stories  of  Jesus  and  in  the 
life  of  the  Christian  community. 

Today,  biblical  faith  is  lived 
out  in  community.  Salvation  can-  R-  Sheldon 
not  be  personal  without  the  community. 
The  community  must  minister  to  the  needs 
of  the  marginalized — the  homeless  and  the 
pregnant  unmarried  teenager.  The  commu¬ 
nity  must  speak  up  when  marginalized  peo¬ 
ple  are  considered  nobodies. 

We  must  be  holy  as  God  is  holy  in  devo¬ 
tion  and  in  deeds  of  service. 

Bishop  Ann  B.  Sherer 
Missouri  Area 

Today's  laity  have  radical  needs  with 
radical  expectations  of  the  church.  To  bet¬ 
ter  understand  who  is  attending  our  church¬ 
es  laity  can  be  divided  into  five  types: 

Seekers — who  check  out  the  faith. 

Attenders — who  come  occasionally 
when  it’s  convenient. 

Followers — who  follow  Jesus  by  popu¬ 
lating  worship,  Sunday  school  classes  and 


committees. 

Disciples — who  claim 
Christ  as  the  primacy  of 
life.  They  meet  regularly 
for  prayer,  Bible  study, 
attend  conferences  and 
want  to  grow  in  holiness 
and  Apostles — who  are 
part  of  the  structure  and 
accountability  of  the 
Ann  sherer  church.  These  United 
Methodists  are  pushed 
beyond  their  own  congregations  to 
ministries  of  housing  the  homeless, 
feeding  the  hungry.  They  are  king¬ 
dom  people  getting  the  church  into 
the  world. 

Bishop  R.  Sheldon  Duecker 
Chicago  Area 

For  three  decades  membership  in 
The  United  Methodist  Church  has 
Duecker  declined.  Why?  Professions  of 
faith  did  not  keep  up  with  the  death  rate. 

Mainstream  Protestant  faith  will  not  sur¬ 
vive  without  a  third  Great  Awakening.  [An 
historical  spiritual  awakening  has  taken 
place  each  century  of  U.S.  history.  The  last 
spiritual  awakening  was  over  a  century  ago.] 
We,  like  John  Wesley  [Methodism’s 
18th  century  founder],  need  to  go  to  the 
fields — to  the  people.  Wesley  delivered 
around  40,000  sermons  during  his  50-year 
ministry. 

We  need  to  have  40,000  sermons  of 
grace  delivered  every  Sunday  to  Baby 
Boomers  and  Generation  X. 

This  is  an  age  that  believes  anything. 
Pastors  today  are  chaplains.  They  lack 
the  equipment  needed  to  take  the  message 
(of  salvation)  to  people.  People  are  seek¬ 
ing.  Boomers  are  at  a  loss  of  where  to  look. 
It’s  time  to  go  out  to  them. 


Bishop  Ruediger  R.  Minor 
Commonwealth  of  Independent 
States 

The  church  is  in  a  unique  posi¬ 
tion  in  a  secular  society  like 
Russia  because  secular  society 
doesn't  have  preconceived  ideas 
about  the  church — it  has  no 
knowledge  of  the  church. 

But  all  is  not  well  in  places  like 
Russia  which  is  experiencing  a 
rush  of  regressive  conservative 
movements — Catholics  and  Orthodox  fun¬ 
damentalists — during  the  violent  remaking 
of  Christian  cultures. 

The  official  Soviet  Communist  doctrine 
was  that  man  was  master  of  nature.  In  that 
culture,  man  has  become  a  supreme  being. 

In  fighting  religion,  secularism  has 
become  a  religion  itself.  Soviet  secular 
society  took  on  the  face  of  secular  religion. 

Evangelizing  secular  society  means  see¬ 
ing  the  secularized  world  [of  which  Russia 


is  an  extreme  example]  as  a  mis¬ 
sion  field.  The  Roman  Catholic 
church  and  the  Russian  Orthodox 
church  are  re-evangelizing  to  return 
the  world  back  to  medieval  times 
[7th  to  15th  century]. 

By  contrast,  conservative  evan¬ 
gelicals  reinforce  individualism  as 
they  attempt  to  evangelize  post¬ 
communist  cultures  with  western 
marketing  techniques.  They  don't 
evangelize,  they  franchise. 

Consequently,  evangelism  in  secular 
society  must  be  done  in  dialogue  [in  order 
to  share  the  story  of  Christ  as  experienced 
in  life].  We  must  sit  down  with  individuals 
one-on-one  with  tactfulness  and  respect. 

Our  task  is  to  help  vital  faith  in  Christ — 
to  challenge  it  and  shore  it  up.  But  we  also 
need  hands-on  mission  work  like  volun- 
teers-in-mission  projects.  This  is  servant 
discipleship  of  the  servant  Lord  that  the 
world  might  believe. 


Ruediger  Minor 


Bruce  P.  Blake 
Dallas  Area 

Christianity  is  not 
ready  to  deal  with  the 
new  world. 

The  message  as 
typically  presented  in 
the  local  congrega¬ 
tion  often  is  not  cred¬ 
ible  [because  it  is  not 
followed  through 
with  actions]. 

Forgiveness  is  the  heart  and 
soul  of  the  Gospel,  and  the  radi¬ 
cal  message  of  forgiveness  is 
credible  today. 

The  distinctive  mark  of 
today’s  evangelism  is  grace 
[God's  forgiveness],  not  judg¬ 
ment.  Evangelism  needs  to  be  a 
liberating  experience  free  of 
guilt,  living  in  a  community  of 
forgiven  people. 

In  the  words  of  an  Angolan  woman, 
“God  has  no  voice  but  my  voice.”  That 
takes  no  training,  no  orientation — once  a 
believer,  a  person  is  an  evangelist.  The 
church  will  grow  only  when  it  decides  to 
be  a  faithful  witness. 

Bishop  Hae-Jong  Kim 
New  York  West  Area 

The  church  IS  God’s  program  of  evan¬ 
gelism.  The  Gospel  is  a  bridge — God 
bridged  the  gap  between  cultures.  This 
can  be  explained  with  a  trilogy  of 
“trans” — Translation,  Transmission  and 
Transfor-mation — based  on  John  1:14, 
“Word  became  flesh  and  lived  among  us,” 
and  (2  Corinthians  5:19),  "In  Christ  God 
was  reconciling  the  world.” 

Translation — You  have  to  speak  the 
language  of  a  people  to  reach  a  people. 

Transmission — The  Gospel  is  transmit¬ 
ted  to  the  next  generation,  not  to  the  next 
century.  In  Korean  culture  the  transmis¬ 
sion  of  the  Gospel  comes  in  the  hospitali¬ 
ty  of  members  as  they  care  for  others. 

Transformation — Secular  people  need 
the  transforming  power  of  God’s  Gospel 
in  Christ. 

Transformation  comes  when  churches 
stop  being  chapels  and  members  become 
Christ's  disciples — laity,  who,  through 


Bishop  David  Lawson 
Illinois  Area 

The  world  is  one  loved  by 
God;  we  must  fall  in  love  with  the 
secular  world — seek  it  and  under¬ 
stand  it  in  its  various  forms. 

Secular  Americans  are  disillu¬ 
sioned  by  evangelism  based  on 
guilt,  which  has  distanced  them 
with  enormous  skepticism  about 
Christianity. 

As  observers  of  life,  we  fail  to 


small  training-support 
groups,  live  out  their 
faith  within  society. 

Bishop  Elias  G. 

Galvan 
Phoenix  Area 

Hispanic  culture  is 
often  perceived  as  infe¬ 
rior  or  unnecessary  for 
new  immigrants,  just  as 
Spanish-speaking 
churches  are  perceived  as  a  chan¬ 
nel  for  assimilation  of  Hispanics 
into  the  larger  society. 

One  of  the  most  effective  tools 
to  reach  Hispanics  is  through  hos¬ 
pitality. 

The  practice  of  hospitality  is 
indispensable  in  evangelism 
among  Hispanics  because  hospi¬ 
tality  is  a  central  element  of 
Hispanic  culture. 

Do’s  and  don’ts  for  Hispanic  evange¬ 
lism  include: 

Most  Hispanic  people  will  not  respond 
to  invitations  to  attend  worship  services  or 
meetings  in  Protestant  churches.  They've 
been  reared  that  way. 

Hispanics  will  respond  to  home  meet¬ 
ings  like  Bible  studies. 

Hispanics  have  extensive  networks 
developed  through  hospitality,  opening 
wide  possibilities  for  evangelism. 

Hispanics,  who  are  assumed  to  be 
Roman  Catholic,  are  the  most  unchurched 
minority  in  the  United  States.  By  the  year 
2010  the  U.S.  census  predicts  that 
Hispanics  will  be  the  largest  minority  in 
the  U.S.  surpassing  45  million. 

But  a  growing  hostility  towards  those 
who  are  different  endangers  hospitality. 

Proposition  187  [barring  undocumented 
immigrants  from  receiving  government 
services]  in  California  is  an  indication  of 
how  deep  these  [xenophobic]  feelings  are. 

Even  U.S. -bom  Hispanics  have  inter¬ 
preted  this  xenophobic  movement  as  anti- 
Hispanic,  not  only  in  society  but  also  in 
the  church. 

Hostility  leads  to  scapegoating,  and, 
regrettably,  it  is  the  marginalized,  the  pow¬ 
erless,  those  who  are  different  who  are 
more  often  singled  out  as  the  scapegoat. 


identify  with  the  poor  and  needy. 
The  abused  and  mistreated  vic¬ 
tims  of  violence  reject  claims  of 
the  institution,  alienating  these 
people  from  all  religion.  In  such  a 
cultural  climate,  the  gift  of  the 
church  is  marginalized  members 
[of  society]  to  whom  we  minister. 
Now  that  our  United  Methodist 
Church  is  no  longer  among  the 
powerful,  we  have  a  chance  to 
speak  an  authentic  word. 


David  Lawson 


Bishop  Bethea  of  South  Carolina  dies  unexpectedly 


50  DAYS  TO  POWER 

(EASTER  TO  PENTECOST) 

*  Unique,  three  dimensional 
study  of  the  Holy  Spirit  for 
self  evaluation  ,  spiritual 
growth  and  church  growth. 

•  Non-sectarian,  easy-to-relate 
approach  to  the 
understanding  of  the  Holy 
Spirit. 

•  Includes  7-Week  study  materials,  7  sermons,  7 
children's  sermons,  daily  pocket  action  cards, 
theme  song,  button,  publicity  materials  and  step- 
by-step  instructions. 

Introductory  packet  S  24.00+  Shipping  S3.90.  Wnte 
to  Religious  Renewal  Resources,  P.O.  Box  6425,  Fort 
Worth.  Texas  76115. 

Ph.  (817)  297-3771  24  hour  Fax(817)  297-3772 


By  LINDA  GREEN 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE— United  Method¬ 
ist  Bishop  Joseph  Benjamin  Bethea, 
62,  the  first  African-American  bish¬ 
op  of  the  church’s  South  Carolina 
regional  conference,  was  found 
dead  in  his  home  March  12. 

Bishop  Bethea,  shepherd  of  South 
Carolina’s  240,000  United  Method¬ 
ists,  was  found  by  his  daughter  Josefa 
E.  Bethea,  at  9  p.m.  She  found  him 
in  bed  in  his  pajamas.  The  television 
was  on,  his  glasses  were  in  his  hand, 
and  the  Sunday  paper  was  folded  as 
if  he  had  just  finished  reading  it. 


According  to  the  Rev.  Lemuel 
Carter,  director  of  the  conference 
Council  on  Ministries,  “Reports  in¬ 
dicate  that  he  died  of  natural 
causes.  People  across  the  confer¬ 
ence  are  devastated  and  stunned.” 

Mr.  Carter  said  Bishop  Bethea  had 
a  telephone  conversation  with  a  con¬ 
ference  member  at  10  a.m.  that  morn¬ 
ing  and  seemed  to  be  doing  well. 
Another  person  called  him  at  2  p.m. 
and  got  no  answer.  Nobody  answered 
the  door  when  another  person  went  to 
the  home  at  5  p.m.  His  daughter  ar¬ 
rived  at  9  p.m.  to  find  him. 

In  the  midst  of  her  grief,  Mr.  Car¬ 


ter  said,  Josefa  has  displayed  a  “tre¬ 
mendous  faith.”  When  she  found  her 
father,  her  reaction  was  grief  inter¬ 
mingled  with  thanksgiving  for  the 
time  they  shared  together.  He  said 
Josefa  recalled  the  “30  marvelous 
years  I  had  to  spend  with  my  father.” 

Both  recently  had  returned  from 
a  tour  of  Israel,  and  she  expressed 
her  “thankfulness  at  having  had  the 
opportunity  to  spend  this  special 
time”  with  her  father. 

The  funeral  was  held  March  1 6  at 
Shandon  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Columbia,  S.C.  Another  service 
was  held  March  17  at  Centenary 


United  Methodist  Church  in  Win¬ 
ston-Salem,  N.C.  Burial  was  in  the 
cemetery  of  First  Presbyterian 
Church  in  Boonville,  N.C. 

Bishop  Bethea’s  wife,  Shirley, 
who  died  of  complications  from  a 
kidney  transplant  in  1992,  is  also 
buried  there. 

Mr.  Carter  said,  “Bishop  Bethea’s 
death  is  a  great  loss  to  those  who 
knew  him,  worked  closely  with  him, 
and  is  a  great  loss  to  the  South  Caro¬ 
lina  conference  and  to  Methodism  in 
general.  He  was  a  wonderful  friend,  a 
great  pastor,  a  good  boss,”  he  said. 

Bishop  Bethea  was  serving  his 


second  four-year  term  as  episcopal 
leader  of  South  Carolina.  Late  last 
year  he  announced  his  desire  to 
serve  South  Carolina  a  third  term 
and  retire  from  his  native  state. 

Bishop  Bethea’s  life  was  in  jeop¬ 
ardy  in  1992  after  he  was  stabbed 
outside  of  the  South  Carolina  con¬ 
ference  office  by  a  man  who  tried  to 
steal  his  car.  He  spent  two  months 
in  a  hospital  recovering. 

After  that  experience.  Bishop 
Bethea  was  quoted  in  the  South  Car¬ 
olina  United  Methodist  Advocate  as 
saying  that  “I  was  ready  but  didn’t 
go.”  His  assailant  is  still  at  large. 
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DIRECTORS  CHOSEN:  Co-directors 

of  music  have  been  named  for  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  General  Conference  in  Denver  in  1996. 
Cynthia  Wilson-Felder,  a  diaconal  minister 
serving  Hamilton  Park  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Dallas,  will  be  the  director  and  S.T. 
Kimbrough  Jr.,  staff  executive  for  mission 
evangelism  with  the  New  York-based  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  will  be  the  co-director.  The 
pair  was  selected  from  13  finalists  by  the  Com¬ 
mission  on  the  General  Conference. 

BRIDGE-BUILDER:  When  newly  elected 
Texas  Governor  George  W.  Bush  Jr.  needed 
someone  to  fill  a  position  as  district  court 
judge,  he  remembered  a 
churchwoman-jurist  whom 
he  knew  as  a  “bridge  build¬ 
er”  for  social  justice.  Con¬ 
firmed  March  15  as  justice 
of  the  Fifth  Court  of  Ap¬ 
peals  was  Carolyn  Wright 
of  Dallas.  Ms.  Wright,  a 
member  of  Hamilton  Park 
United  Methodist  Church 
and  Gov.  Bush,  a  member  of  Highland  Park 
United  Methodist  Church,  had  worked  togeth¬ 
er  as  part  of  both  Dallas  congregations’ 
"Bridge-Builders  Ministry.”  The  program  pro¬ 
motes  racial  and  community  harmony  through 
black  and  white  United  Methodists. 

EDUCATOR  HONORED:  Karen  Ott, 

a  tenured  professor  of  biology  at  United  Meth¬ 
odist-related  University  of  Evansville  (Ind.) 
was  chosen  1995’s  Outstanding  Educator  by 
United  Methodist  Foundation  for  Christian 
Higher  Education.  Dr.  Ott,  a  member  of  Trin¬ 
ity  United  Methodist  Church  of  Evansville,  re¬ 
ceived  the  award  for  her  work  in  the  areas  of 
public  health  service. 

METHODIST  UNION:  Is  there  a  suffi¬ 
cient  historical  and  theological  basis  for  unit¬ 
ing  the  ministries  of  the  three  historically  black 
Methodist  denominations  and  the  predominant¬ 
ly  white  United  Methodist  Church?  That  ques¬ 
tion  will  be  considered  April  26-28  when 
bishops  of  the  four  denominations  meet  in 
Austin,  Texas,  to  consider  "Radical  Implica¬ 
tions  for  Future  Ministry.”  A  representative  of 
each  denomination — United  Methodist,  Afri¬ 
can  Methodist  Episcopal,  African  Methodist 
Episcopal  Zion,  and  Christian  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal — will  present  a  paper  dealing  with  possi¬ 
ble  unity  from  the  perspective  of  that 
denomination. 


Carolyn  Wright 


California  churches  aiding  invisible  victims' 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

With  actual  church  damage 
seemingly  low,  California  United 
Methodists  are  seeking  to  help 
“invisible  victims”  battling  pov¬ 
erty  and  now  hit  hard  by  the 
state’s  floods. 

United  Methodists  have  two 
annual  (regional)  conferences  in 
the  state:  California-Pacific 
(southern)  and  Califomia-Neva- 
da  (northern). 

Property,  crop  damage 

Since  January,  heavy  rains  and 
winds  gusting  up  to  50  miles  per 
hour  have  caused  millions  of  dol¬ 
lars  worth  of  damage  to  property 
and  crops. 

The  American  Red  Cross  said 
that  at  least  3,000  persons  could 
become  homeless  or  without 
electrical  power. 

“But  the  hardest  hit  are  the  in¬ 
visible  victims  of  the  floods,” 


said  the  Rev.  David  Summers, 
pastor  of  First  Salinas  United 
Methodist  Church  in  northern 
California. 

‘Tve  lived  through  the  earth¬ 
quake  in  1992  and  most  of  the 
other  recent  California  disasters. 
But  in  this  one,  a  lot  of  farm 
workers  affected  are  over  the 
poverty  line  and  need  our  help. 
People  literally  live  in  shacks, 
with  little  food. 

“After  this  [storm]  flooded  the 
crops,  there  will  be  no  work  for 
them,  and  they  have  nowhere  to 
go.” 

The  Rev.  Mary  Parker-Eves 
spent  several  flooded  days  on 
dangerous  roads, checking  on 
members  of  a  Spanish-speaking 
fellowship  that  meets  in  her 
church  building  at  Hillcrest  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist,  also  in  Salinas. 

She  said  the  fellowship  has 
about  20  families  “that  are  near¬ 
ly  destitute.” 


"But  this  additional  flooding 
has  stretched  our  resources,” 
said  Mr.  Paterson,  pastor  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Valle¬ 
jo,  Calif. 

“Out  here  in  California,  we’re 
accustomed  to  having  disasters.  If 
you’re  not  used  to  it,  you  don’t 
stick  around  in  California  very 
long.” 

In  the  California-Pacific  confer¬ 
ence,  10  United  Methodist 
churches  damaged  in  the  earth¬ 
quake  last  year  were  further  dam¬ 
aged  by  water  that  leaked  through 
cracks  caused  by  the  quake,  re¬ 
ported  Don  Inloes,  conference  di¬ 
saster  coordinator  in  Pasadena. 
Some  damage  to  churches  “was 
fairly  severe,”  he  said. 

United  Methodist  Bishop  Roy 
Sano  (Los  Angeles  Area)  has  re¬ 
quested  a  grant  from  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief. 
Gifts  can  be  made  for  both 
southern  and  northern  California 
to  Advance  No.  #901320-6,  Cali¬ 
fornia  Floods. 

United  Methodist  News  Ser¬ 
vice  contributed  to  this  report. 


Desert-Southwest  launches  Vision  2000 

PHOENJX— "Birds  of  Steel,"  a  steel-drum  band  representing  Dove  of  the  Desert  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Glendale,  Ariz.,  welcomes  participants  to  the  launch  event  for  the  Vi¬ 
sion  2000  church-growth  program  in  the  denomination's  Desert-Southwest  regional  confer¬ 
ence.  About  2,000  people  attended.  Conference  bounds  include  Arizona,  a  portion  of 
southeast  California  and  of  southern  Nevada,  including  Las  Vegas. 


Meadows  Foundation  gives 
$100,000  to  UMR  Center 


The  Meadows  Foundation  has 
given  The  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter  Foundation  a  $  100,000 
grant  toward  construction  of  the 
UMR  Communications  Center. 

The  $3.7  million  center  in  a  west 
Dallas  industrial  area  will  house 
the  newspaper’s  approximately  1 40 
employees.  Construction  began  in 
January  with  completion  expected 
in  September.  The  center’s  57,000 
square  feet  will  double  space  the 
organization  has  leased  nearby  for 
17  years. 

UMR  Publisher  Ronald  P. 
Patterson  said,  “We  are  delight¬ 
ed  to  be  working  in  partnership 
with  the  Meadows  Foundation  in 
this  project.” 

Dr.  Patterson  credited  Asso¬ 
ciate  Publisher  Richard  P.  Stark 
with  having  maintained  close  re¬ 


lations  with  Meadows  Founda¬ 
tion  leaders  throughout  the 
grant-application  process. 

The  Meadows  grant  is  the  largest 
one  received  from  a  foundation. 
Much  of  the  center’s  funding  ($2.2 
million)  comes  from  gifts  and 
pledges  from  churches  and  individ¬ 
uals,  including  UMR  employees. 

With  assets  of  more  than  $500 
million,  the  Meadows  Founda¬ 
tion  is  one  of  the  largest  private 
foundations  in  Texas. 

Algur  H.  Meadows  and  his  wife, 
Virginia,  created  the  Meadows 
Foundation  in  1948  to  benefit  the 
people  of  Texas.  Mr.  Meadows,  a 
native  of  Georgia,  had  built  the 
General  American  Oil  Co.  of  Tex¬ 
as  into  one  of  the  nation's  most 
successful  independent  oil  and  gas 
production  companies. 


"A  lot  of  farm  workers  affected  are  over  the 
poverty  line  and  need  our  help.  After  this 
[storm]  flooded  the  crops,  there  will  be  no  work 
for  them,  and  they  have  nowhere  to  go." 

— David  Summers,  Salinas,  Calif.,  pastor 


“Some  of  the  other  mainline 
Protestant  churches  may  not  be 
saying  a  lot  about  the  floods  be¬ 
cause  many  of  the  church  leaders 
may  not  be  personally  affected, 
but  we  see  the  needs,”  said  Ms. 
Parker-Eves.  She  is  also  pastor  of 
Prunedale  (Calif.)  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  about  50  miles 
from  San  Jose. 

“In  Monterey  County,  the 
town  of  Watsonville  was  just 
about  under  water,  and  the  town 
had  to  be  evacuated. 

“We  are  calling  together  the 
ministers  to  determine  what  the 
church  needs  to  do,  how  much 


food  donations  are  needed  and 
whether  we  need  Spanish-speak¬ 
ing  volunteers.” 

No  church  damage 

The  Rev.  Craig  S.  Paterson,  a 
veteran  disaster  response  consul¬ 
tant  for  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  in  northern 
California,  told  the  Reporter  that, 
to  his  knowledge,  no  United 
Methodists  lost  their  lives  in  the 
flood.  He  also  said  there  was  no 
direct  damage  to  church-related 
property  in  northern  California. 

He  added  that  church  groups 
“are  ahead  of  the  game”  follow¬ 
ing  the  January  rain-and-wind 
disaster  because  two  interfaith 
associations  had  just  been  orga¬ 
nized — one  in  Sonoma  County 
and  one  in  the  Sacramento  area. 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  Si. 40  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per 
insertion,  S28.00  minimum  charge  for  up  to  20 
words.  Blind  ads  $21.00  plus  $11.20  for  the  8 
words  to  insert  our  contact  information.  Cash 
must  accompany  order  except  on  contract  ad¬ 
vertising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in  ad¬ 
vance.  Products  and  services  go  through  an 
approval  process. 

CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION/YOUTH  Profes¬ 
sional  wanted  by  high  energy,  growing  Dallas 
suburb  church.  Salary  commensurate  with  ex¬ 
perience.  Responsible  for  leading  CE  for  chil¬ 
dren  and  youth,  and  MYF  programs.  Send 
resume  to:  Vicki  Cansler,  P.O.  Box  286,  Cop¬ 
pell,  TX  75019.  Phone  inquiries  to:  Sue  Ann  or 
Lee,  (214)462-0471. 

POSITION  AVAILABLE:  WESTERN  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Annual  Conference  Council  on  Minis¬ 
tries  Director.  Laity  or  clergy  may  apply. 
Postmark  applications  with  resume  no  later 
than  April  7th.  Send  to:  Bishop  George  W.  Ba- 
shore,  UMC  Center,  1204  Freedom  Road, 
Cranberry  Twp.,  PA  16066-4914. 

WANTED  FULL-TIME  CHURCH  SECRE¬ 
TARY:  Immediate  opening  for  a  person  with 
strong  computer  and  people  skills.  Position 
supports  multiple  staff.  Benefits  and  parking 
provided.  Call:  Ray  Andrae,  FUMC  Dallas, 
(214)220-2727. 

WANTED:  FULL-TIME  YOUTH  Director. 
Salary/benefits  commensurate  with  education 
and  experience.  Send  resume  and  reguest  for 
job  description  to:  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  P.O.  Box  1 126,  Atlanta,  TX  75551,  or 
call  (903)  796-8247.  Attention:  Rev.  Tommy 
Lyles. 

Church,  10066  Marsh  Lane,  Dallas,  TX  75229, 
seeking  part-time  Music  Director.  Primary  re¬ 
sponsibility  for  directing  chancel  choir.  Degree 
in  music,  choral  conducting  training  and  expe¬ 
rience,  effective  organizational  and  leadership 
skills,  and  interest  in  presenting  broad  diversi¬ 
ty  of  music  required.  Send  resume  to  church 

address:  Attention  Search  Committee. 

for  a  full-time  Director  of  Children’s  and 
Youth  Ministries,  contact:  Buford  Finley, 
FUMC,  Bay  City,  TX  77414.  (409)  245-4627. 

WANTED:  ASSOCIATE  DIRECTOR,  Ten¬ 
nessee  Conference  Council  on  Ministries. 
Present  iob  assignments  include  (but  not  limit- 

PROGRAM  COORDINATOR:  700-member 
church  seeking  creative  energetic  person  for 
full-time  position  beginning  June  1995.  Salary 
and  benefits  commensurate  with  experience. 
Send  resume  and  job  description  requests  to: 
Rev.  Gorton  Smith,  St.  Paul’s  UMC,  7000  Ed- 
gemere,  El  Paso,  TX  79925. 

ed  to):  Youth  Ministries,  Camping  Ministries 
and  Facilities,  United  Methodist  Men,  Chris¬ 
tian  Unity  and  Interreligious  concerns,  Ar¬ 
chives  and  History,  and  COSROW.  Persons 
interested  need  to  submit  resumes  to:  Person¬ 
nel  Committee,  Tennessee  Conference  COM, 
1110  19th  Avenue,  south,  Nashville,  TN 

GROWING  1800-MEMBER  CHURCH  look¬ 
ing  for  full-time  Director  of  Music  Ministry. 
Send  resume  and  tapes  to:  Search  Committee, 
101  West  Dakin  A ve.,  Kissimmee,  FL  34741. 
Deadline:  April  1,  1995. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDREN’S  MINISTRIES: 

Responsible  for  pre-school,  after-school  care, 
and  children’s  church  school  programs.  Will 
work  in  concert  with  other  children’s  minis- 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  NEEDED  TO  as¬ 

sume  responsibilities  for  well-established 
vouth  program  at  a  4000-member  church  in 
Northwest  Texas.  Clergy  or  lay  person  accept¬ 
able.  Position  available  June  1.  Experience 
preferred.  Send  resumes  to:  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  1411  Broadway,  Lubbock, 
TX  79401.  Telephone  (806)  763-4607  or  Fax 
(806)763-7252. 

least  a  bachelor’s  degree  and  substantive  ad¬ 
ministrative  experience.  MRE  and  Christian 
education  experience  highly  desirable.  Salary 
commensurate  with  experience.  Letters  of  ap¬ 
plication  and  vitae  should  be  sent  to:  Moody 
Memorial  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
2803  53rd  Street,  Galveston,  TX  77551.  Please 
reply  by  April  1. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  POSITION  avail¬ 
able  at  vital  2800-member  church  downtown 
church.  Send  resume  to:  Ray  E.  Robinson, 
First-Centenary  United  Methodist  Church, 
P.O.  Box  208,  Chattanooga,  TN  37401 . 

Portugal  tour  June  13-30th  from  DFW:  hotel, 
air,  bus,  sightseeing  and  more.  $2,593  plus 
$36.00  tax.  Metro  (817)  469-7300/  (817)  461- 
9300  —  Anne. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  Minis¬ 
tries  wanted  to  assume  responsibilities  for  es¬ 
tablished  youth  program  at  2300-member 
United  Methodist  church  in  community  adja¬ 
cent  to  Columbia,  SC.  Send  resume  to:  SPRC, 
Union  UMC,  P.O.  Box  705,  Irmo,  SC  29063. 
(803)  781-3013. 

leader.  Call  (713)  397-2009  to  obtain  details. 
Want  discounted  vacation  travel?  Call  for  de¬ 
tails. 

ISRAEL.  SEE  THE  HOLY  LAND.  Organize 

10  people  and  travel  free.  10  days/9  nights. 
Only  $  1 795.00  per  person.  (800)  334-4754. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDREN/YOUTH  Minis¬ 
tries  for  St.  Matthew's  UMC,  San  Antonio, 
TX.  Full-time.  Pastor,  2738  Bitters  Rd.,  San 
Antonio.  TX  78217. 

FREE  "25  IDEAS  FOR  MINISTRY  By,  With, 
and  For  Senior  Adults."  Send  business-size 
SASE  to:  Senior  Adult  Ministries,  1404  Su- 
bella  Drive,  Ste.  R-I.  Columbia.  MO  65203. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES.  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Montgomery,  Ala¬ 
bama  (3100  members).  Responsibilities:  Di¬ 
rect  adult/youth  choirs.  Supervise  children’s 
choirs/hand  bells/  music  program.  Salary  com¬ 
mensurate  with  skills  and  experience.  Send  ap- 
plication:  Dr.  Karl  K.  Stegall,  Search 
Committee,  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
P.O.  Box  6150,  Montgomery,  AL  36 1 06. 

DR.  ROSE  SIMS.  Ed.D.,  UMC  EVANGELIST, 
award  winning  author’s  books:  “New  Life  for 
Dying  Churches, ’’"It  Can  Happen  Anywhere,” 
“Papa  Was  A  Promise  Keeper,"  “Como  Revi- 
vir  Inglesias  y  Hacerlas  Creceer,"  “The  Little 
Church  That  Could."  All  books  $9.95  each. 
Eight  hour  Complete  Church  Growth  Video 
Seminar  $69.95.  Add  10%  S/H.  Mail  orders  to: 

Dr.  Rose  Sims,  Box  848,  Trilby,  FL  33593. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION- 
1 200-member  church.  Strong  people  and  lead¬ 
ership  skills  for  established  program.  Experi- 

"DO  YOU  WANT  TO  ADOPT  A  BABY?" 
Methodist  Mission  Home/San  Antonio  now 
accepting  applications.  Texas  and  New  Mexico 
residents  call  (210)  696-7021  for  information. 

resume  to:  Temple  Terrace  United  Methodist 
Church,  5030  E.  Busch  Blvd.,  Tampa,  FL 
33617. 

SMOKIE  MOUNTAINS  NEAR  LAKE  Juna- 
luska.  Affordable  efficiencies.  Incomparable 
view.  $190  per  week.  Mountain  View  Guest 
House,  P.O.  Box  1096,  Waynesville,  NC 
28786.(704)627-9507. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  Minis- 

church.  Work  with  youth  and  parents  to  con¬ 
tinue  to  strengthen  a  comprehensive  youth 
ministry.  Salary  commensurate  with  experi- 

WE  BUY  AND  SELL  CHURCH  VANS  and 
buses.  We  specialize  in  used  1 5  passenger  vans. 
Trinity  Transportation,  1-800-295-0390. 

Aprii  15  to:  Trinity  UMC,  P.O.  Box  1086,  Taf'- 
lahassee,  FL  32302,  or  Fax  (904)  224-6491. 

AMERICAN  ASSOCIATION  OF  FAMILY 
Counselors.  Offering  counselor  certification, 

NO  ACCOMPANIST?  SING  YOUR  favorite 
hymns  in  worship  or  at  home.  Instrumental  ac- 
companiment  for  90  best  known  hymns  on  6- 
tape  cassette  sets.  Choose  piano  or  organ. 
Word  book  included,  but  can  be  used  with 
your  hymnal.  Makes  an  excellent  gift.  $38.95 
plus  shipping.  1-800-728-0573. 

newsletter.  New  members:  free  counseling 
tape.  AAFC,  Box  836,  Graham,  TX  76450. 

BIBLE  SOFTWARE  CLEARANCE.  Entire  Bi¬ 
ble:  8  versions  plus  reference  library  $19.00 
and  up.  DOS/MAC/Windows/CD-ROM.  1- 
800-991-3004  ext.  9,  24  hours.  Harvest  Minis¬ 
tries,  P.O.  Box  6304,  Olympia,  WA  98502. 

TV,  radio  ads  promote  'Bring  a  Friend'  Sunday 


North  Texas  United  Methodists 
are  spending  more  than  $80,000  on 
television  and  radio  ads — every¬ 
thing  from  local  station  breaks  dur¬ 
ing  “Good  Morning,  America”  to 
“Late  Night  News” — to  call  atten¬ 
tion  to  their  second  annual  “Bring  a 
Friend  Sunday.” 

The  event  date  is  April  2. 

Roy  J.  Eaton,  a  newspaper  pub¬ 
lisher  and  former  television  news¬ 
man,  chairs  the  conference 
communications  commission. 

“Just  as  John  Wesley  took  his 
message  into  the  homes  and  work¬ 
places,  our  television  ads  will  ap¬ 


pear  in  some  non-traditional 
places,”  he  said.  “We  want  to  have 
our  United  Methodist  message 
where  it  reaches  those  who  are  not 
accustomed  to  watching  church  ad¬ 
vertising.” 

The  tree-year  program’s  inaugural 
event  in  1994  relied  on  newspaper 
ads.  Those  will  be  repeated  this  year 
along  with  the  new  broadcasting  ads 

A  76-page  workbook  and  a  15- 
minute  video  help  guide  the  region¬ 
al  conference’s  330  congregations  in 
preparing  for  the  special  Sunday. 

Leaders  credited  the  1994  em¬ 
phasis  with  helping  the  conference 


Debate  on  Jerusalem  future 
puts  Methodists  in  crossfire 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Editor 

Some  1 50  North  American  Meth¬ 
odists — primarily  United  Method¬ 
ists — visiting  Bethlehem,  Jerusalem 
and  Galilee  March  6-17  got  caught 
in  a  verbal  crossfire  involving 
American  religious  leaders  and  the 
Jerusalem  Post  newspaper. 

The  skirmish  began  when  the 
eight  leaders — none  of  them  United 
Methodist  or  part  of  the  Methodist 
trip — addressed  a  statement  March 
6  to  President  Clinton  titled  “Jeru¬ 
salem:  City  of  Peace.” 

They  called  on  the  U.S.  govern¬ 
ment  to  “place  the  question  of  Jerusa¬ 
lem  higher  on  its  agenda.  . . .  We  fear 
that  if  issues  centering  on  Jerusalem 
are  not  dealt  with  openly  and  directly 
by  all  affected  parties,  they  have  the 
potential  to  derail  the  peace  process. 

. . .  Only  a  negotiated  agreement  that 
respects  the  human  and  political 
rights  of  Palestinians  and  Israelis  as 
well  as  the  three  religious  communi¬ 
ties  [Muslims,  Jews  and  Christians] 
can  lead  to  a  lasting  peace.” 

Signers  included  Cardinal 
William  H.  Keeler,  president,  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Catholic  Bishops; 
Episcopal  Church  Presiding  Bishop 
Edmund  L.  Browning  and  Evangeli¬ 
cal  Church  in  America  Bishop  Her¬ 
bert  W.  Chilstrom. 

The  pro-Isreali  Jerusalem  Post 
headlined  its  March  8  editorial  re¬ 
sponse  to  the  religious  leaders’  state¬ 
ment  “Eight  churches  vs  Israel.” 


The  newspaper  said  the  leaders 
“have  chosen  the  path  of  Israel- 
baiting  [that]  can  only  lead  to  the 
sad  conclusion  that  it  is  not  courage 
and  morality  which  rule  in  some  of 
today’s  churches  but  unprincipled, 
abject  cowardice.” 

United  Methodist  Bishop  L.  Bevel 
Jones  III  (Charlotte  Area)  headed  the 
156-person  group  on  the  March  6-17 
World  Methodist  Council-sponsored 
pilgrimage. 

Upon  his  return  home,  Bishop 
Jones  issued  a  statement  underscoring 
his  fellow  American  religious  leaders’ 
call  for  Christians,  Muslims  and  Jews 
to  have  “a  continuing  role  in  shaping 
the  future  of  historic  Jerusalem.’ 

“After  worshiping  and  sharing 
fellowship  with  and  visiting  in  the 
homes  of  Palestinian  Christians,” 
Bishop  Jones  said,  “I  came  away 
pained  by  the  indignity  and  oppres¬ 
sion  they  are  suffering.  They  are 
among  the  most  misunderstood 
people  on  earth.” 

World  Methodist  Council  General 
Secretary  Joe  Hale,  who  has  traveled 
in  and  out  of  the  Middle  East  for  40 
years,  said  the  American  religious 
leaders’  statement  and  the  newspa¬ 
per’s  response  “were  on  the  minds  of 
nearly  every  person  we  met  there. 

“Exposure  of  this  situation  is  so 
feared  by  the  [Israel]  government  that 
Christians  coming  to  Israel  are  dis¬ 
couraged  from  meeting  with  local  Pal- 
estinian  Christians  in  Jerusalem, 
Bethlehem,  Ramallah  and  other  parts 
of  the  West  Bank.  ” 


report  a  net  gain  of  80  members  for 
the  year.  The  3,831  members  re¬ 
ceived  on  profession  of  faith  were  a 
1 4  percent  increase  over  the  previ¬ 
ous  year.  Average  worship  atten¬ 
dance  was  up  2  percent  for  the  year. 

Bishop  Bruce  P.  Blake  (Dallas 
Area)  said  that  the  “Bring  a  Friend 
Sunday”  program  is  “built  on  the 
foundation  that  every  United  Meth¬ 
odist  can  be  an  evangelist  by  simply 
inviting  a  friend,  co-worker,  family 
member  or  neighbor  to  worship  on 
April  2.” 

The  program  will  conclude  in 
1996. 


Sccttdeuf, 


Local  congregations  are  using 
this  logo  to  promote  the  North 
Texas  Annual  Conference's 
"Bring  a  Friend"  Sunday  April  2. 


At  Asbury 
Seminar}7,  It  s 
Who  You  Know 
That  Counts 


'  eorge  Hunter  was 
i  fish  out  of  water 
rthe  summer  of  '62.  As 
a  seminaiy  student,  he  spent 
eight  weeks  sharing  his  faith 
with  "Muscle  Beach" 
surfers,  beatniks  and  body 
builders.  They  thought  he 
was  from  another  planet  — 
stained-glass  church  jargon 
made  little  sense  to  these 
folks.  That  experience  set 
Hunter  on  a  lifetime  quest 
that  has  placed  him  among 
the  leading  authorities  on 
communicating  the  Gospel 
to  secular  people. 

As  Dean  of  Asbury 
Seminaiy  s  E.  Stanley 
Jones  School  of  World 
Mission  and  Evangelism, 

Dr.  Hunter  specializes  in 
teaching  students  how  to 
present  the  unchanging 
truth  of  the  Gospel  to  our 
post-Christian  world.  And 
in  a  world  that’s  adrift  in  a 
sea  of  pluralism,  the  mission 
field  isn’t  just  overseas— it’s 
over  a  cup  of  coffee,  over 
the  neighbor's  hedges,  over¬ 
looking  12th  fit  Vine. 

So  meet  George  Hunter. 
And  prepare  to  meet  your 
world  with  the  life-chang¬ 
ing  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Contact  the  office  of 
admissions  today  at  1-800- 

2- ASBURY. 

A  Asbury 
Theological 
as  Seminary 

201  N  Ltungum  Avtnut  •  Wilmore.  KY  40390 


than  one.  The  I 

author  of  the  I 

hcst-sclling  V 

book,  How  To  | 

Reach  Secular 
People,  recently 
won  a  bench-press 
contest.  His  kids 
promptly  labeled  hi 
"Elvis  Press." 
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Faith  dimensions 


The  United  Methodist 
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Is  there  a  'ghost'  on  your  bookshelf? 


Prominent  religious  figures  such  as  Christian  broadcaster  Pat  Robert¬ 
son  and  evangelist  Billy  Graham  often  have  ghost  writers,  says  a  for¬ 
mer  media  aide  to  Dr.  Graham  (see  related  commentary  at  left).  The 
writer  says  the  issue  isn't  whether  religious  leaders  have  help  to  write 
their  books  but  whether  they're  honest  about  the  help  they  receive. 


By  TERRY  MATTINGLY 

NASHVILLE— Week  after  week, 
the  best-seller  lists  are  haunted. 

Everyone  knows  that  media  stars, 
tycoons  and  athletes  hire  ghostwrit¬ 
ers  to  crank  out  instant  best  sellers. 
Few  people  are  shocked  that  politi¬ 
cians  hire  pros  to  produce  sound 
bytes  and  to  pump  up  campaign- 
trail  volumes  about  their  core  be¬ 
liefs. 

What  about  all  those  inspiration¬ 
al  best  sellers?  Behind  the  scenes, 
critics  are  raising  ethical  and  bibli¬ 
cal  questions  about  writing  prac¬ 
tices  in  the  $3  billion  market  for 
Christian  books.  Many  see  a  grow¬ 
ing  dependence  on  ghosts,  instead 
of  the  Holy  Ghost. 

All  too  often,  readers  are  buying  a 
kind  of  Milli-Vanilli  theology,  said 
writer  Edward  Plowman,  whose  de¬ 
cades  of  experience  includes  work 
as  a  media  aide  to  evangelist  Billy 
Graham. 

'Busier  than  ever' 

“Few  people  want  to  name 
names,  but  everyone  knows  the 
ghosts  are  out  there  and  that  they’re 
busier  than  ever,”  said  Mr.  Plow¬ 
man,  who  is  finishing  a  book  called 
Haunted  Houses. 

“Most  of  the  time,  it  all  comes 
down  to  money.  A  book  with  a  big 
minister’s  name  on  it  will  sell  far 
more  copies  than  one  written  by 
someone  else.  1  mean,  Johnny  Re- 


Commentary 


Mr.  Mattingly  writes  this  weekly 
column  for  the  Scripps  Howard 
Hews  Service.  Distributed  by  Baptist 
Press  with  the  author's  permission. 

searcher  may  be  a  great  writer,  but 
no  one  knows  or  cares  who  he  is. 
Right?” 

Thus,  ghosts  with  hot  book  ideas 
often  court  superstars’  publishers, 
offering  to  share  or  surrender  cred¬ 
it.  Do  the  math:  Half  of  the  royal¬ 
ties  on  the  sale  of  500,000  books  is 
more  money  than  all  of  the  royalties 
on  50,000. 

Not  all  ghosts  are  created  equal. 
Some  receive  credit  on  a  book’s  cov¬ 
er — either  sharing  a  “with,”  “and"  or 
“as  told  to”  byline.  Sometimes,  the 
person  who  actually  wrote  most  or  all 
of  a  book  may  be  given  a  mere  tip  of 
the  hat  in  the  “author’s  credits.”  Oth¬ 
er  ghosts  sign  legal  agreements  to  stay 
invisible. 

Obviously,  said  Mr.  Plowman, 
many  excellent  preachers  and  teach¬ 
ers  are  not  good  writers  and  are 
helped  by  a  “team  approach.”  In 
many  cases,  shared  bylines  are  per¬ 
fectly  acceptable. 

“I  think  there  is  a  valid  ministry 
for  collaborators,”  he  said.  “But  we 
need  to  be  honest  with  readers. 
What  offends  me  is  when  people  do 
everything  they  can  to  conceal  the 


work  that  other  writers  are  doing 
for  them.  This  raises  some  very 
troubling  questions — especially  for 
Christians.” 

Trend  hurts  readers 

This  trend  hurts  readers,  said  Mr. 
Plowman,  because  publishers  often 
ignore  worthy  books  as  they  dash  to 
sign  celebrities  to  “write”  mega¬ 
books.  Meanwhile,  some  of  Christen¬ 
dom’s  most  creative  leaders  are,  with 


the  help  of  quick-strike  researchers, 
turning  out  shallow  books  about  fads. 

Try  to  imagine  a  writer  such  as 
C.S.  Lewis  turning  to  a  ghost  for  help 
as  he  wrote  The  Problem  of  Pain. 

“Our  greatest  writers,  like  Lewis, 
struggled  to  write  their  books.  They 
didn’t  dream  up  a  few  of  the  con¬ 
cepts  and  images  and  then  turn 
things  over  to  their  hired  hands. 
They  wrestled  with  the  very  words 
on  the  page,”  said  Mr.  Plowman. 


Grandpa's  stories  intriguing  but  not  biblical 


Author  Condra  Cadle 
reads  to  his  grand¬ 
sons  Sean  (left)  and 
Adam.  The  boys  in¬ 
spired  their  grandfa¬ 
ther  to  write  his  book 
The  Bible  According 
to  Grandpa.  Review¬ 
er.  Lois  Cone,  a 
church  librarian  in 
Florida,  takes  issue 
with  Mr.  Cadle's  tin¬ 
kering  with  biblical 
stories  and  with  some 
of  his  attempts  at 
modern-day,  “rele¬ 
vant"  language  (see 
story  at  left). 


PHOTO  BY  IUDY  BIACK 


By  LOIS  M.  CONE 

The  photograph  accompanying 
promotional  material  on  The  Bible 
According  to  Grandpa  made  me 
wish  I  had  gotten  around  to  writing 
it. 

Mr.  Cadle  holds  earned  bachelor 
of  science  and  master  of  arts  de- 
grees  and  an  . 

honorary  doc-  R6V16W 
torate.  He  is  a 

Bible  study  lead-  The  Bible  Ac¬ 
er,  speaker  and  cording  to 
guest  minister  in  Grandpa  by 
churches  of  Condra  Cadle 
many  denomi-  (Windflower 
nations.  He  is  Press,  Carlsbad, 
also  a  retired  Calif.,  1994)  219 
teacher,  admin-  pages,  paper- 
istrator  and  col  back, 
lege  president.  These  stories  were 
written  for  his  grandchildren. 

This  book  is  a  good  review  of  Bi¬ 
ble  background  and  history.  I  was 
impressed  with  his  knowledge,  as 
well  as,  his  paraphrased  stories. 

Unfortunately,  in  the  last  para¬ 
graph  of  his  foreword  Mr.  Cadle 
confesses  (his  word)  that  he  has  sac¬ 
rificed  biblical  accuracy  for  the  sake 
of  reading  interest. 

His  theology  sounds,  to  me,  as  if 
it  may  have  been  born  in  the 
1 950’s — if  I  recall  correctly,  a  time 
when  there  was  a  rational  explana¬ 
tion  for  everything,  according  to 
theologians  of  the  era. 

As  a  reviewer,  my  question  is,  if 
these  are  just  stories,  why  call  them 
Bible  stories?  Bible  stories  are  sacred, 
meaning  they  belong  to  God.  If  they 
belong  to  God  they  must  be  true. 


I  wish  he  hadn’t  periodically  seen 
fit  to  sacrifice  fact  for  fiction.  It 
makes  me  wonder  if  the  bits  of  wis¬ 
dom  sprinkled  through  out  the  sto¬ 
ries  are  fact  or  fiction.  Some  of  it  I 
know  from  my  own  studies  is  fact. 
But  I  don’t  have  the  time  nor  incli¬ 
nation  for  verification  of  question¬ 
able  material. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  the  un¬ 
necessary  introduction  of  the  lan¬ 
guage  of  the  “real  world”  jerked  me 
out  of  his  story  in  short  order. 

For  example,  in  the  story  of  Esau 


and  Jacob,  he  puts  these  words  into 
the  mouth  of  Esau  concerning  his 
desire  for  some  of  that  red  stuff. 
(Pottage)  “That  birthright  isn’t  put¬ 
ting  any  food  into  my  stomach. 
What  good  is  it?  What  the  hell?  If  I 
don’t  get  something  to  eat  and  soon, 
I  won’t  live  to  see  any  birthright 
anyhow.” 

Since  these  are  “read-aloud”  sto¬ 
ries,  I  presume  the  reader  could  pre¬ 
view  the  story  and  edit  or  censor  it. 
But  in  this  day  of  instant  gratifica¬ 
tion  and  busy  adults,  I  don’t  expect 


this  to  happen. 

Many  church  librarians  will  turn 
thumbs  down  on  The  Bible  Accord¬ 
ing  to  Grandpa.  As  I  tell  our  young 
library  patrons,  they  can  get  that 
kind  of  language  in  most  any  book. 

The  trick  is  to  get  a  good  factual 
story  without  objectionable  language. 


Ms.  Cone  is  the  church  librarian 
of  First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Okeechobee,  Fla. 


Churches  in  Norway  respond  to  social  ills 


"In  downtown  Oslo  (Norway's  capital  city),  there 
is  a  lot  of  drugs,  alcoholism  and  homelessness.  The 
church  has  to  provide  a  positive  role  and  support 
for  young  people.  Each  congregation  has  to  do 
something  actively  to  help  the  needy,  young  people 
and  families." 

— Helen  Byhold  Thorsen,  United  Methodist  leader 


By  SHANTA  M.  BRYANT 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

Churches  in  Norway  are  having  to 
respond  to  social  problems  historical¬ 
ly  met  by  the  government,  according 
to  a  United  Methodist  diaconal  min¬ 
ister  visiting  The  United  States. 

Helen  Byhold  Thorsen  of  Oslo 
knows  the  problems  firsthand  because 
she  is  general  secretary  of  the  Board 
of  Church  and  Society  and  Board  of 
Diaconal  Ministry  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Norway. 

“We’re  personalizing  the  issue,  in  a 
sense,”  said  Ms.  Thorsen,  speaking 
through  an  interpreter  about  the 
church’s  role  in  various  social  issues. 
“People  have  come  to  realize  that  an 
office  can’t  love;  people  can  love  and 
try  to  address  the  issue.” 

Ms.  Thorsen  spent  three  weeks  in 
the  United  States  visiting  and  learn¬ 
ing  about  the  work  of  several  United 
Methodist  agencies.  Her  visit  con¬ 
cluded  with  the  meeting  of  church¬ 
wide  Board  of  Church  and  Society  in 
Alexandria,  Va.,  March  2-5. 

The  Norway  church’s  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  has  been  dealing 
with  pressing  issues  related  to  the  in¬ 
flux  of  refugees  and  political  exiles 
from  Bosnia,  high  unemployment, 
drug  and  alcohol  abuse,  senior  citi¬ 


zens,  and  violence  among  children 
and  youth. 

United  Methodists  in  Norway 
number  only  about  16,000  of  the 
country’s  4  million  people.  The 
church  is  growing  and  recently  conse¬ 
crated  its  first  five  diaconal  minis¬ 
ters,  Ms.  Thorsen  said.  About  95 
percent  of  the  population  belongs  to 
the  Lutheran  Church. 

Since  state  assistance  for  social 
problems  has  decreased,  Ms.  Thorsen 
said,  The  United  Methodist  Church 
is  working  toward  “helping  others  be¬ 
come  more  independent,  to  do  things 
on  their  own  and  not  to  rely  on  the 
state  as  much.” 

She  noted  that  the  government  is 
gradually  shifting  state  funds  to  non¬ 
profit  organizations  to  implement 
work  previously  considered  to  be  the 


exclusive  domain  of  the  state. 

“Even  though  the  state  in  Nor¬ 
way  is  taking  care  of  most  of  the 
programs  offering  social  services,  in 
the  last  couple  of  years,  they  have 
realized  that  they  can  work  together 
and  share  with  churches.” 

Drug  and  alcohol  abuse  are  issues 
that  continue  to  plague  young  people 
in  Norway,  Ms.  Thorsen  said.  “This 
group  is  consuming  drugs,  from 
which  a  few  die  . . .  some  feel  they 
don’t  have  a  way  out.” 

With  her  counterparts  in  the  other 
Scandinavian  countries  Ms.  Thorsen 
participated  in  an  October  1 994  con¬ 
ference  in  Stockholm,  Sweden,  to 
help  church  members  see  the  need 
for  action  in  their  countries.  Also 
participating  in  the  event  were  Bish¬ 
op  Felton  May  (Harrisburg,  Pa., 


Area)  and  Jerald  Scott,  coordinator 
of  the  denomination’s  program  on 
substance  abuse  and  related  violence. 

Ms.  Thorsen  also  is  part  of  the 
planning  committee  for  an  upcoming 
conference  on  drug  abuse  in  Estonia. 

“In  downtown  Oslo  (Norway’s 
capital  city),  there  is  a  lot  of  drugs, 
alcoholism  and  homelessness,”  she 
said.  “The  church  has  to  provide  a 
positive  role  and  support  for  young 
people.  Each  congregation  has  to  do 
something  actively  to  help  the 
needy,  young  people  and  families.” 
People  with  drug  and  alcohol  addic¬ 
tions  previously  relied  on  the  Nor¬ 
wegian  government  for  treatment. 

The  United  Methodist  Church 
works  in  conjunction  with  the  Nor¬ 
wegian  Council  of  Churches  to  ad¬ 
dress  the  refugee  crisis  in  the 
country,  Ms.  Thorsen  said. 

She  emphasized  that  the  church 
advocates  working  closely  with  coun¬ 
tries  to  resolve  conflicts  prior  to  vola¬ 
tile  civil  strife.  “We  need  to  stop  civil 
wars  beforehand,”  she  stressed. 

In  addition,  she  said  The  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Norway  works 
with  youth  ages  13-18  on  conflict  res¬ 
olution  “to  create  new  images  of  how 
to  handle  and  manage  conflict  other 
than  hitting  and  using  violence.” 


Author  de-mystifies 
monastic  spirituality 


By  LONNI  COLLINS  PRATT 

There  has  been  an  increase  in  in¬ 
terest  in  monasticism  over  past  few 
years  among  laypeople  and  Protes¬ 
tants.  It’s  too  early  to  tell  if  this  is 
just  another  spiritualized  fad  or  if, 
as  a  generation,  we  are  turning  to 
simpler  things. 

Anyone  who  thinks  monasticism 
means  turning  away  from  the  world 
(a  too-common  Protestant  notion) 
needs  to  read  Joan  Chittister’s  artic¬ 
ulate,  convincing,  warm  book.  Ms. 
Chittister  is  a  member  of  the  Bene¬ 
dictine  Sisters  of  Erie. 

Describing  the  focus  on  Benedic¬ 
tine  spirituality,  she  writes  “The 
bells  that  ring  over  every  Benedic¬ 
tine  monastery  are  the  archaic  way 
to  get  a  group’s  attention  to  the  or¬ 
der  of  the  day,  and,  if  that  were 
their  only  purpose,  there  are  surely 
better  ways  to  do  it . . .  Benedictine 
bell  towers  are  about  more  than  the 
schedule  . . .  require  us  to  listen 
even  when  we 
would  not  hear.” 

Ms.  Chittister 
explains  that 
Benedictine  spir¬ 
ituality  calls  us 
to  listen  to  four 
realities:  Scrip¬ 
ture,  one  anoth¬ 
er,  the  world, 
and  The  Rule, 
written  by  Benedict  of  Nursia  in 
529  A.D.  and  still  followed  today  by 
the  monks  and  nuns  of  the  loosely 
confederated  Order  of  St.  Benedict. 

In  Wisdom  Distilled  From  the 
Daily  Ms.  Chittister  addresses  these 
topics  St.  Benedict  wrote  about  in 
his  rule  for  monasteries: 

■  Listening, 

■  Prayer, 

■  Community, 

■  Humility, 

■  Monastic  mindfulness, 

■  Work, 

■  Holy  leisure, 

■  Giftedness, 

■  Hospitality, 

■  Obedience, 

■  Stability, 

■  Conversion  of  life, 

■  Peace, 


Review 


Wisdom  Distilled  From  the  Daily: 
Living  the  Rule  of  St.  Benedict  To¬ 
day  by  loan  Chittister,  OSB  (Harper 
Collins,  1990),  216  pages,  $8.95. 


■  Concern  for  a  needy  world. 

In  Ms.  Chittister’s  definition, 
“listening  to  The  Rule ”  for  those 
outside  the  cloister  means  listening 
to  a  spiritual  director. 

Spiritual  direction,  one-on-one  or 
in  small  group,  is  gaining  respect 
among  many  Protestants.  Perhaps 
Protestants  sense  a  need  to  curb  or 
modify  a  radically  personalized,  in¬ 
dividual  spirituality  that  seems  to 
tolerate  little,  if  any,  communal  ex¬ 
pression. 

The  book  offers  a  vision  of  integrat¬ 
ed  living,  not  life  artificially  balanced 
with  a  concern  to  keep  everything  in 
its  proper  place, 
but  one  conspicu¬ 
ous  by  its  fullness 
and  peace. 

Ms.  Chittister, 
writing  about  ho¬ 
listic  living  states 
‘‘Benedictine  spir¬ 
ituality  requires 
all  of  us  to  go 
through  life  taking 
back  one  inch  of  the  planet  at  a  time 
until  the  Garden  of  Eden  grows  green 
again.  The  fact  is  that  where  those  who 
follow  the  Rule  of  Benedict  live,  the 
world  will  become  an  ordered,  cared- 
for  place.” 

To  a  generation  embedded  with 
materialism,  meism,  psycho-confu¬ 
sion  and  trite  spirituality,  the  voice 
of  the  monastic  can  seem  odd  and 
ancient. 

Joan  Chittister  tenderly  translates 
The  Rule  for  those  who  come  to  it 
new  and  curious.  She  helps  us  rec¬ 
ognize  its  relevancy  to  ordinary  life 
and  encourages  the  spirit  of  a  monk 
in  each  of  us. 

Ms.  Pratt,  a  free-lancer  in  Lapeer, 
Mich.,  frequently  reviews  books  for 
the  Reporter. 


. .  Benedictine  bell 
towers  are  about  more 
than  the  schedule  . . . 
[they]  require  us  to  listen 
even  when  we  would  not 
hear." 

— Joan  Chittister 


Journalises  hymn  traces 
last  events  in  Christ's  life 


Go  to  dark  Gethsemane, 

Ye  that  feel  the  tempter's  power; 

Your  Redeemer's  conflict  see. 

Watch  with  him  one  bitter  hour. 

Turn  not  from  his  griefs  away; 

Learn  of  Jesus  Christ  to  pray. 

By  WILLIAM  |.  REYNOLDS 

From  James  Montgomery’s  hymn 
one  may  learn  from  four  of  the  final 
incidents  in  the  life  of  Christ:  Geth¬ 
semane — “learn  of  Jesus  Christ  to 
pray”;  the  judgment  hall— “learn  of 
Christ  to  bear  the  cross”;  Calvary — 
“learn  of  Jesus  Christ  to  die”;  and 
the  tomb — “Savior,  teach  us  so  to 
rise.” 

Montgomery  wrote  the  hymn  in 
1825  and  included  it  as  one  of  103 
hymns  in  his  collection  titled  The 
Christian  Psalmist  that  was  pub¬ 
lished  that  year. 

Bom  in  Scotland,  he  received  his 
schooling  at  the  Moravian  settle¬ 
ment  at  Bracehill,  county  of  An¬ 
trim,  Ireland.  At  the  age  of  ten 
years,  Montgomery  began  writing 
poetry.  His  parents  were  Moravian 
missionaries  to  the  West  Indies, 
and  James  was  left  in  a  Yorkshire 
boarding  school. 

When  he  was  21,  he  answered  a 
want  ad  and  accepted  a  job  in  Shef¬ 
field,  England,  working  on  a  news¬ 
paper,  the  Sheffield  Register. 

When  the  editor  had  to  leave  the 


History 
of  Hymns 

country  for  writing  political  articles, 
Montgomery  took  over  the  newspa¬ 
per,  changed  the  name  to  the  Shef¬ 
field  Iris,  and  served  as  editor  for  3 1 
years. 

The  French  Revolution  was  un¬ 
der  way  and  Montgomery  was  sym¬ 
pathetic  with  the  French.  Twice  he 
was  imprisoned  for  publishing  a 
song  celebrating  the  fall  of  the  Bas¬ 
tille  and  for  giving  a  detailed  ac¬ 
count  of  a  riot  in  Sheffield. 

In  1825,  he  left  the  newspaper, 
and  gave  himself  to  philanthropic 
and  literary  activities.  He  wrote  po¬ 
ems  and  lectured  about  them,  ac¬ 
tively  supported  foreign  missions 
and  the  British  Bible  Society. 

He  wrote  more  than  400  hymns, 
of  which  at  least  100  were  published 
in  various  collections.  Well  known 
today  are  “Angels  from  the  realms 
of  glory,”  “Hail  to  the  Lord’s 
Anointed,”  “Prayer  is  the  soul’s  sin¬ 
cere  desire,”  “Stand  up  and  bless 
the  Lord,”  and  “Go  to  dark  Geth¬ 
semane.” 

NEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN: 

"Were  You  There" 


Christians  to  help  South  Africans 
learn  benefits  of  volunteering 


By  KATHLEEN  UCAMERA 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

LONDON,  England — Young 
black  South  Africans  will  be  trained 
for  volunteer  service  in  their  country 
under  a  program  launched  in  Lon¬ 
don  in  February  by  the  British  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  partnership  with 
Christian  volunteer  agencies  in  South 
Africa  and  the  United  Kingdom. 

“If  you  do  anything  for  us,” 
South  African  Bhekinkosi  Madolo 
told  those  at  the  launch  reception 
here,  “help  us  develop  ourselves.” 

Attending  the  reception  at  the 
Palace  of  Westminster  were  church, 
government  and  business  leaders. 

The  program  initially  will  bring 
20  young  South  Africans  to  Great 
Britain  in  May  for  four  months  of 
volunteer  services.  Stage  two  of  the 
program  will  see  a  group  of  young 
British  volunteers  traveling  to 
South  Africa  to  work  alongside 


their  South  African  counterparts. 

In  a  country  with  more  than  40  per¬ 
cent  unemployment,  the  concept  of 
volunteering  to  work  unpaid  for  the 
community  is  relatively  unknown 
among  South  African  young  people. 

Attending  the  launch,  Paul  Boa- 
teng,  British  Methodist  lay  preacher 
and  a  member  of  Parliament,  said 
Britain  would  benefit  as  much  from 
the  experience  as  South  Africa. 

Addressing  the  five  members  of 
the  South  African  delegation  pres¬ 
ent,  Mr.  Boateng  concluded,  “We 
need  in  this  country  at  this  time 
your  sense  of ‘can-do,’  your  sense  of 
hope  and  your  willingness  to  be¬ 
come  engaged  in  the  challenge  of 
this  time.” 

The  first  stage  of  the  program  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  cost  an  estimated  $75,000. 

Ms.  LaCamera  is  on  assignment 
in  London  for  United  Methodist 
Communications. 


PAGE  6 


MARCH  1995 


SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  LOUISIANA  CONFERENCE  EDITION  OF  THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Good  Samaritan  Ministries 


of  the  Louisiana  Conference 


Community  embraces  Lafon 
conducts  benefits  for  home 

When  the  Good  Samaritan  Offering  is  taken  in  local  United  Methodist 
churches  on  Easter  Sunday  morning  some  of  the  funds  will  go  to  Lafon 
Home  for  senior  residents  in  New  Orleans.  Throughout  the  year,  local  ce¬ 
lebrities  and  other  caring  people  conduct  benefits  to  make  life  richer  for 
the  men  and  women  who  reside  at  Lafon.  Those  special  people  seem  to 
have  a  lot  of  fun  while  doing  worthy  projects  that  help  Lafon.  The  home, 
located  at  4021  Cadillac  St.,  has  as  its  administrator,  Edward  J.  Lang. 

Auxiliary's  fashion  show 

The  Women’s  Auxiliary  of  Lafon  Home  in  New  Orleans  presented  the 
home  with  a  check  for  $3,000  recently  at  its  annual  meeting. 

Proceeds  were  from  the  Luncheon-Fashion  Show  sponsored  by  the  auxil¬ 
iary  is  always  well  attended  by  New  Orleanians. 

The  auxiliary  is  involved  in  many  activities  that  concern  Lafon. 


Taking  her  royal  walk  is  Lafon's  1995  Queen  of  the  Mardi  Gras, 
Willie  Mae  Lewis.  She  is  escorted  by  Richard  Cooper,  LEFT,  New 
Orleans'  Saint,  and  Buford  Iordan,  sports  analyst. 


Mardi  Gras  royalty 

Her  Majesty  Willie  Mae  Lewis,  and  His  Royal  Highness,  George  Monte- 
gut,  reigned  supremely  at  Lafon’s  annual  residents’  Mardi  Gras  Ball. 

Other  members  of  the  royal  court  were  Gladys  Gable,  the  1994  Queen; 
and  Nellie  Johnson  and  Mary  Magdalene,  maids.  Dukes  were  Emest  Ange- 
letta  and  Arcell  Peters. 

Gary  Mattingly  and  Sally  Ann  Roberts,  TV  anchors,  were  emcees  and 
also  introduced  the  court. 

This  year’s  ball  with  its  Western  flair  had  as  its  theme,  “Mardi  Gras  at 
the  O.K.  Corral.”  The  court  was  entertained  royally  by  a  queen  of  New  Or¬ 
leans  performers,  Charmaine  Neville  and  friends. 

Celebrity  golf  Tourney 

Buford  Jordan,  TV  sports  analyst  and  ex-Saint  football  player,  spon¬ 
sored  a  Celebrity  Golf  Tournament  at  Bayou  Oaks.  Many  golfing  buffs  and 
Lafon  well-wishers  paid  $50  each  for  a  round  of  golf  with  members  of  the 
New  Orleans  Saints  football  team  and  other  celebrities. 

All  proceeds  went  to  Lafon.  Jordan  said  he  had  so  much  fun  with  the 
first  tournament  that  he  is  going  to  make  it  an  annual  event. 


Standing  in  the  doorway  of  the  "World's  Smallest  Church"  in  Bayou 
Goula,  La.,  is  Lafon  resident,  Alma  Holton. 


Residents'  field  trip 

On  one  of  the  field  trips  enjoyed  by  the  residents,  the  “World’s  Smallest 
Church”  was  visited.  The  little  church  in  Bayou  Goula,  La.,  was  featured 
in  Ripley’s  Believe  It  Or  Not.  Jill  Boyd,  activity  director,  finds  many  inter¬ 
esting  locations  to  take  the  residents  for  outings. 

Friends  plan  'Jazzy  Night' 

Busy  preparing  for  the  third  annual  benefit  gala,  “Jazzy  Night  in  June,” 
are  Friends  of  Lafon.  The  sit-down  dinner  with  a  dance  and  show  is  sched¬ 
uled  for  Friday,  June  16.  Some  of  the  performers  will  be  Allen  Toussaint, 
Ellis  Marsalis,  Phillip  Manuel  and  3-  Smooth.  Other  performers  are  being 
contacted  to  participate. 

For  ticket  information  contact  Ted  Jones,  development  director  of  La¬ 
fon,  (504)  288-23 1 4.  All  proceeds  from  the  event  will  go  into  the  Lafon  Ex¬ 
pansion  Fund. 


The  Good  Samaritan  Offering 
will  be  collected 
on  Easter  Sunday ,  April  16 


Chaplain  Paul  Durbin  provides  spiritual  guidance  for  a  patient  at 
Pendleton  Memorial  Methodist  Hospital  in  New  Orleans. 


Good  Samaritan  Fund  supports 
wellness  at  Methodist  Hospital 

What  would  you  do?  Your  four-year  old  son  needs  corrective  sur¬ 
gery  for  a  congenital  heart  problem.  Your  health  insurance  is  not  go¬ 
ing  to  cover  all  of  the  expenses;  your  savings  have  been  depleted 
because  of  expenses  related  to  his  illness. 

“The  Good  Samaritan  Fund  at  Methodist  Hospital  is  designed  to  pro¬ 
vide  financial  assistance  for  such  situations,”  said  Chaplain  Paul  Dur¬ 
bin,  director  of  Pastoral  Care  at  Methodist  Hospital.  Established  with 
the  opening  of  Methodist  Hospital  more  than  25  years  ago,  the  Good 
Samaritan  Fund  has  been  a  spiritual  and  economical  gift  to  hundreds  of 
individuals.  We  are  thankful  for  the  generosity  of  many  people.” 

Helping  people  in  times  of  need  is  an  integral  aspect  of  the  ministry 
of  The  United  Methodist  Church  and  Methodist  Hospital  in  New 
Orleans,  the  only  UM  healthcare  facility  in  Louisiana.  The  hospital’s 
Department  of  Pastoral  Care  is  charged  with  the  ministry  of  assisting 
those  in  need.  “Supported  by  donations,  the  Good  Samaritan  Fund 
provides  financial  assistance  for  a  patient’s  physical  needs  while  our 
prayers  and  counseling  support  the  spiritual  aspects  of  healing,  “ 
Chaplain  Durbin  said. 

Good  Samaritan  monies  have  been  used  to  assist  young  couples 
when  the  mother-to-be  was  experiencing  a  high-risk  pregnancy  and 
premature  birth.  The  fund  also  has  aided  middle-age  men  and  women 
who  are  not  yet  eligible  for  Medicare.  Help  is  needed  by  increasing 
numbers  of  individuals  who  are  unemployed  and  who  have  no  health¬ 
care  insurance. 

On  Easter  Sunday,  when  the  special  Good  Samaritan  Fund  is  tak¬ 
en  in  local  churches,  members  of  The  United  Methodist  Church  will 
be  asked  to  share  their  blessings  with  those  who  are  less  fortunate. 
The  offering  is  an  opportunity  to  assist  the  ill  and  injured  who  require 
treatment  at  Methodist  Hospital. 

“Traditionally,  the  annual  Good  Samaritan  appeal  has  resulted  in 
very  generous  donations  that  enable  Methodist  Hospital  to  assist 
even  more  individuals,"  Judy  Nelson,  assistant  chaplain  at  the  hospi¬ 
tal,  said. 

All  donations  go  directly  to  financially  assist  those  who  are  eligible 
for  help.  Unfortunately,  the  fund  only  offers  partial  assistance  and 
usually  does  not  cover  all  of  the  charges  an  individual  incurs  for  medi¬ 
cal  services. 

“One  of  the  most  rewarding  aspects  of  managing  the  Good  Samari¬ 
tan  Fund  is  the  opportunity  to  share  with  others,”  Chaplain  Durbin 
said.  “We  often  see  that  a  patient  who  has  benefitted  from  the  fund  in 
the  past  finds  a  way  to  contribute  once  their  own  life  and  health  have 
taken  a  more  positive  turn.” 

In  addition  to  assisting  patients  through  the  Good  Samaritan  Fund, 
the  Methodist  Hospital  chaplains  play  important  roles  in  recovery. 
Treating  the  whole  person  remains  an  ever-present  philosophy  of 
Methodist  Hospital.  Founded  by  members  of  the  Gentilly  UMC,  the 
hospital  carries  out  the  mission  of  caring  instilled  by  the  member  of 
the  Louisiana  Conference  of  the  UMC.  Mindful  of  its  religious  begin¬ 
nings,  the  hospital  offers  a  comprehensive  Pastoral  Care  Program 
staffed  by  two  full-time,  certified  hospital  chaplains.  They  offer  com¬ 
fort  and  spiritual  guidance  to  individuals  around  the  clock.  Because 
spiritual  care  is  a  vital  part  of  an  individual’s  recovery,  all  patients  are 
visited  daily  by  a  chaplain. 

“As  Methodist  Hospital,  we  are  concerned  with  the  well-being  of 
the  whole  patient  —  physically,  emotionally  and  spiritually,  “Chap¬ 
lain  Nelson  mentioned.  “Total  patient  care  incorporates  the  best  care 
for  the  body,  mind  and  the  spirit.  We  know  that  optimum  physical 
care  begins  when  an  individual  is  at  ease  with  his  or  her  concerns, 
fears  and  spiritual  needs.  Studies  indicate  that  when  a  patient  re¬ 
ceives  spiritual  comfort,  the  length  of  stay  is  reduced.” 

“A  special  thank-you  to  all  of  you  who  have  donated  to  the  Good 
Samaritan  Fund,”  Chaplain  Durbin  said  emphatically.  “Methodist 
Hospital  was  founded  on  the  Good  Samaritan  principle  of  helping 
others.  We  urge  you  to  continue  your  assistance  because  it  is  vital  to 
this  continuing  service  to  our  church.  Please  remember  Methodist 
Hospital  and  its  thousands  of  patients  when  you  have  opportunities  to 
make  financial  contributions  through  the  Good  Samaritan  fund.  Your 
gift,  of  any  size,  will  help  the  lives  of  many.  And,  as  always,  remem¬ 
ber  the  hospital  in  your  prayers.” 


Children  are  taught  and  loved 
at  Pedples  Community  Center 


“Train  up  a  child  in  the  way  he  or 
she  should  go:  and  when  they  are 
old,  they  will  not  depart  from  it.” 
Proverbs  22:6. 

Peoples  Methodist  Community 
Center  continues  to  be  committed 
and  dedicated  to  the  ministry  to 
children  and  their  families.  In  a  tra¬ 
dition  and  legacy  which  began  77 
years  ago,  Peoples  remains  a  vital 
part  of  the  Central  City  Community 
of  urban  New  Orleans. 

As  a  Conference-related  institu¬ 
tion  that  is  directly  related  to  the 
Louisiana  Conference  Board  of 
Health  and  Welfare  Ministries,  it 
serves  to  make  a  difference  to 
young  minds  and  innocent  lives. 

All  programs  meet  the  Louisiana 
State  Board  of  Education  require¬ 
ments  and  guidelines  both  in  its  cur¬ 
riculum  and  staffing.  The  programs 
are  intentionally  designed  to  teach/ 
train  in  Early  Development  learning 
skills,  tutorial/after  school  program¬ 
ming  and  child  care  in  our  nursery 
for  newborns  and  toddlers.  Peoples’ 
current  enrollment  is  58  in  child  care 
and  14  in  after-school  program. 
There  are  10  staff  members. 

Peoples  provides  a  variety  of  ser¬ 
vices  supported  financially  in  various 
ways:  United  Way  of  the  Greater  New 
Orleans  Area,  child  care  fees  and  pro¬ 
grams  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  Aid  to 
Dependent  Children  and  the  Food/ 
Nutrition  Program.  Other  contribu¬ 
tions  come  from  church  mission  proj¬ 
ects,  church-related  and  secular 


organizations,  personal  contributions, 
the  Parent-  Teacher  Association  of 
Peoples  Center,  grants  and  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference  through  the  Good  Sa¬ 
maritan  offerings  and  other  sources. 

The  Good  Samaritan  Offering  is 
divided  among  three  agencies  repre¬ 
sented  on  this  page.  The  offering  is 
to  be  taken  on  Easter  Sunday  in  the 
local  churches. 

“Because  Peoples  is  a  non-profit 
institution,  which  holds  a  501-C3 
federal  and  state  status  it  relies 
heavily  on  its  ability  to  acquire 
needed  funds  to  support  an  annual 
budget  of  about  $250,000  and 
maintain  an  adequate  cash  flow/re¬ 
serve,”  Rev.  Marva  Mitchell,  execu¬ 
tive  director,  said. 

“Peoples  is  an  organization  and 
ministry  of  which  we  can  all  be  very 
proud,”  she  added  “Designated  giv¬ 
ing  through  the  Good  Samaritan 
Offering  is  a  connectional  response 
to  the  call  to  mission.” 

“We  at  Peoples  wish  to  express 
thanks  and  gratitude  for  the  past 
year’s  support  we  have  received. 
We  pray  that  your  commitment  to 
continued  ministry  to  children  will 
make  this  work  possible  in  the  fu¬ 
ture.  The  welfare  and  education  of 
all  children  is  important  to  us  as 
United  Methodists.  It  is  quality  and 
affordable  child  care  that  provides 
the  foundation  necessary  to  stimu¬ 
late  and  produce  high  achievers. 
The  formative  years  before  five  are 
so  important.  The  future  of  these 
children  begins  with  us.” 
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Officers  and  board  members 


Gerald  Williams,  president;  Irene 
Reed,  vice  president;  Celina  Johnson, 
secretary;  John  Davis,  treasurer,  Rev. 
Marva  L.  Mitchell,  executive  director, 
Chester  Hom,  Annie  Lincoln,  Mildred  E. 
Washington,  Dr.  Sarah  Kreutziger,  Rev. 
Judy  Nelson,  Laura  Goods,  Rev.  Graham 
Matthews,  Rev.  Abraham  Davis,  Rev. 


Johnny  Jones,  Rev.  Darryl  Tate,  Johnny 
Sneed  and  Rev.  Leslie  Norris.  Ex-officio: 
Bishop  Oden,  Rev.  Carole  Cotton-Winn, 
June  Sanchez,  Dr.  Enrica  Singleton,  Dr. 
George  Calvin,  Katrina  Porter,  Joan 
Kennedy,  Charles  Eyer.  Honorary:  Dr. 
Alvin  Aubry,  Dorothy  Mae  Taylor  and 
Councilman  Oliver  Thomas. 
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NOT  TO  BE 

TAKEN  OUT 


Ray  and  Delaine  DeHainaut,  Peace  With  Justice  educators,  SECOND 
COUPLE  FROM  RIGHT,  are  pictured  at  a  reunion  of  people  who  were  ac¬ 
tive  in  the  LSU  Wesley  Foundation  as  students  when  Dr.  DeHainaut  was 
director  between  1954-58.  They  gathered  this  month  at  the  home  of  Pro¬ 
fessor  and  Mrs.  Malcolm  Wright  in  Baton  Rouge.  Dr.  Wright  made  jamba- 
laya.  The  group  shared  old  photos  and  many  happy  memories.  People 
came  from  several  states  or  called  or  wrote.  Some  attended  services  at 
University  UMC  on  March  12. 


We  have  been  struck 
by  a  virus! 


Bishop  William  Oden 

Every  Monday  morning  the  conference  staff  gathers  for  worship  in  the 
chapel  at  the  Headquarters  Building. 

On  Monday,  March  6,  the  service  was  led  by  Nanci  Youngblood.  We 
sang,  heard  scripture  and  Word,  then  shared  joys  and  concerns  before 
praying  together.  Individuals  were  lifted  up.  Some  family  matters  were 
raised  and  then  Stone  Caraway  expressed  a  concern:  Belinda  Bourgeois, 
his  secretary,  had  just  discovered  that  her  computer  had  a  virus.  As  this 
was  March  6,  it  was  probably  the  Michelangelo  virus.  Each  person 
whose  computer  was  connected  to  the  main  headquarters  was  told  imme¬ 
diately  not  to  turn  on  any  computers.  This  included  each  district  office 
and  the  computer  in  the  bishop's  office. 

As  we  began  prayer,  I  felt  like  Captain  Kirk  of  the  Enterprise.  We 
were  going  where  no  one  had  gone  before.  How  do  you  lift  up  a  computer 
with  a  virus?  This  is  a  major  concern  for  our  offices.  It  affects  many  cir¬ 
cles  of  God’s  servants.  A  computer  virus  had  shut  us  down.  How  do  we 
respond?  Do  we  only  call  a  computer  programmer  (an  electronic  sha¬ 
man)?  Do  we  pray  for  healing?  Are  there  prayers  written  for  a  computer 
with  a  virus?  (We  later  discovered  it  was  the  Michelangelo  virus  and  it 
played  havoc  with  most  of  our  computers.) 

These  are  not  facetious  questions.  Some  analysts  of  the  human  condi¬ 
tion  believe  that  we  are  entering  into  a  new  phase  of  human  develop¬ 
ment.  They  say  machines  have  merged  into  humanity  thus  effecting 
human  nature.  We  are  becoming  “digital  beings.”  Gregory  Stock,  a  bio¬ 
physicist,  has  argued  in  his  book  Metaman  that  humans  and  machines 
have  co-evolved  into  a  collective  super  organism  with  a  co-mingling  of 
flesh  and  fiber  optics.  This  is  a  new  being  (according  to  Stock)  whose 
values  will  be  computer  programmed.  Thus,  our  very  nature  has  changed 
and  our  identity  now  hinges  upon  the  very  machines  we  have  created. 

I’m  not  convinced.  But  I  do  know  that  my  nature  has  been  affected  and 
the  behavior  of  our  staff  has  changed  on  this  Monday,  March  6.  All  by  a 
machine  with  a  virus! 


Enjoying  a  "roast"  are,  FROM  LEFT,  L.  J.  Horton,  Roy  McGraw,  Rev.  Har¬ 
old  Babin,  pastor  of  St.  Francisville  UMC,  and  his  wife,  Patricia.  The  Babins 
were  honored  at  a  dinner  in  Myrtles  Plantation.  The  United  Methodist  Men 
told  some  stories,  all  in  good  fun,  about  their  pastor,  and  expressed  appre¬ 
ciation  for  the  friendship  and  ministry  of  the  Babins.  The  UMM  president  is 
Joe  Kelley  who  is  also  vice  president  of  the  Louisiana  Conference  UMM. 
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ence,  527  North  Blvd,  Baton  Rouge  LA 
70802-5700;  phone  504-346-1646. 


Dedication  at  McGuire 

Earlier  this  year,  Rev.  Bob  Willis,  pas¬ 
tor,  conducted  a  dedication  and  note- 
burning  ceremony  for  the  Christian  Life 
Center  at  McGuire  UMC  in  West 
Monroe.  In  May  of  1982  a  note  for 
$300,000  was  signed  by  officers  of  the 
church  for  construction  of  the  center. 

During  the  years  since  the  building 
has  been  completed,  “the  center  has 
been  used  for  a  multitude  of  church, 
day-care  and  community  activities,”  Ja¬ 
net  Hobbs,  communications  coordina¬ 
tor  of  the  church,  said.  “Paying  off  the 
note  was  a  wonderful  accomplishment.” 
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O’Dell,  pastor,  Horseshoe  Drive,  Alex¬ 
andria,  and  Fellowship  UMC,  Hineston. 
Both  ministers  are  VISION  2000  Task 
Force  members. 

Purpose  of  the  workshop  will  be  to 
examine  Grace  Church  as  it  works  to 
become  an  Inviting  Congregation.  Bib¬ 
lical  theme  for  the  church’s  emphasis 
will  be  “Welcome  one  another,  there¬ 
fore  as  Christ  has  welcomed  you.”  Ro¬ 
mans  15:7. 


Heifer  Project  Retreat 

A  group  of  youth  and  adults  from  As- 
bury  UMC,  Bossier  City,  went  to  Heifer 
Project  International  in  Arkansas  for  a 
retreat  March  17-19. 

The  organization  is  committed  to 
find  long-term  solutions  to  world  hun¬ 
ger  and  poverty.  Heifer  Project  helps 
people  produce  food  and  income  for 
themselves  through  education  and  live¬ 
stock  management. 
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God's  Earth  Our  Home 
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Talking  about  the  move  of  First  UMC,  Pineville,  tc 
FROM  LEFT,  Rev.  Don  Avery,  Alexandria  district  su( 

Tellifero,  associate  minister;  Bishop  W.  T.  Handy  ; 

Callahan  of  Dallas,  consultant.  Also  meeting  with  them  was  Kev.  )immie 
Pyles,  senior  minister.  Bishop  Handy  was  in  town  and  joined  the  group  as 
they  visited  the  new  property. 

First  UMC,  Pineville,  plans 
move  to  new  property  location 


First  UMC,  Pineville,  will  move  from 
the  present  location,  101  College  Boule¬ 
vard,  near  Louisiana  College,  to  the 
church’s  new  property  on  Highway  28 
East,  Rev.  Jimmie  D.  Pyles,  senior  min¬ 
ister,  said.  The  new  location,  8  acres,  is 
about  one  and  one-half  miles  from  the 
present  site.  New  construction  is 
planned. 

“We  are  landlocked,  with  no  parking 
space,”  Pyles  said.  “Our  facilities  are 
loaded.  We’re  out  of  room.” 

Much  advance  planning  is  going  into 
the  move. 

Dr.  Ken  Callahan  of  Dallas,  consul¬ 
tant,  met  with  church  officials  earlier 


this  month  about  the  building  and  mov¬ 
ing  program.  Also  involved  in  the  pro¬ 
cess  is  Rev.  Don  Avery,  superintendent 
of  Alexandria  District. 

“Dr.  Callahan  is  a  top  consultant  in 
church  relocation  and  ministry,”  Pyles 
said.  “Architects  are  preparing  draw¬ 
ings  for  new  construction.  There  is  easi¬ 
er  accessibility  at  the  new  site  and  a  lot 
of  new  building  is  going  on  out  there.” 

Hank  Smart  is  chair  of  the  Steering 
Committee,  12  people  drawn  from  a  larg¬ 
er  building  committee  of  50,  involved  in 
the  moving/construction  project. 

The  church  is  currently  engaged  in  a 
$2  million  building  fund  campaign. 


“God’s  Earth  Our  Home”  is  the 
theme  for  a  national  study  related  to  the 
observance  of  the  25th  anniversary  of 
Earth  Day  on  April 
22,  and  the  1995 
Earth  Sunday, 

April  23,  which  be-  £ 
gins  Earth  Week. 

In  Louisiana,  the 

Conference  Board  J^r 

of  Church  and  So- 

ciety  whose  chair 

is  Rev.  Dick 

Humphries,  and  its 

Environmental 

Justice  and  Survival  Work  Area,  headed 
by  Winderlean  Lewis,  encourages  local 
congregations  to  celebrate  the  events. 

Humphries  said,  “The  designated 
dates  are  set  aside  to  help  individuals 
become  aware  of  the  dangers  of  pollu¬ 
tion,  energy  waste  and  other  issues  of 
concern.  We  hope  individuals  will  think 
about  ways  to  keep  the  earth  a  healthier 
and  safer  place  to  live.” 


As  congregations,  members  are  asked 
to  focus  on  becoming  a  “sustainable 
community”  by  living  in  economically 
and  ecologically  sound  ways  that  pre¬ 
serve  the  future  of  life  on  the  planet, 
Lewis  said. 

Special  events  for  the  observance 
could  be  study/action  on  environment, 
letter-writing  campaigns,  displays, 
Earth  Fairs  or  other  projects. 

Lewis  asks  that  participating 
churches  bring  one  item  relating  to  its 
project  to  the  Louisiana  Conference  ses¬ 
sion  in  June.  These  will  be  included  in  a 
display  planned  by  the  Conference 
Board  of  Church  and  Society. 

A  packet  titled,  “God’s  Earth  Our 
Home,”  with  12  sessions  for  congrega¬ 
tional  study  and  action  may  be  pur¬ 
chased  from  Service  Department,  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Church  and  Society,  100 
Maryland  Ave.,  NE,  Washington  DC 
20002,  Order  No.  5025;  phone  1-800- 
967-0880. 


Texas  youth  to  tour 

Want  some  company  from  Texas  this 
summer?  The  Agape  Youth  Choir  from 
Westbury  UMC,  Houston,  is  seeking  op¬ 
portunities  to  meet  other  youth  and  to 
present  a  program  of  music  at  your 
church.  They  have  toured  several  states 
and  this  summer  will  be  in  Louisiana 
from  July  24-28. 

Agape  will  perform  “Live  It  To  the 
Max,”  an  upbeat  musical  about  a  full 
and  satisfying  life  in  Christ.  Choir 
members’  ages  range  from  12  to  18.  The 
youth  also  are  interested  in  a  one-day 
work  experience  —  painting,  repairing 
or  cleaning. 

For  more  information  contact:  Randy 
Zercher  at  Westbury  UMC,  5200  Wil- 
lowbend,  Houston  TX  77096;  phone 
713-723-0175;  FAX  713-723-0205. 

Wilderness  to  Cross  series 

Each  Wednesday  during  Lent  Rev. 
John  Williams,  co-pastor  of  First  UMC, 
DeRidder,  is  leading  a  study  called, 
“From  the  Wilderness  to  the  Cross.” 
After  a  supper,  members  are  meeting 
with  him  to  “look  at  the  Scriptures  of 
the  season  of  Lent  and  be  challenged  to 
join  in  some  of  the  spiritual  disciplines 
associated  with  this  time  of  spiritual 
preparation  for  Christ’s  resurrection  on 
Easter.” 

Williams  asked  participants  to  “bring 
your  Bibles  and  a  willingness  to  let  God 
lead  us.” 

Russian  choir  in  Shreveport 

Chorovaya  Academia,  a  male  choir 
from  Russia,  presented  a  concert  March 
24  at  First  UMC,  Shreveport.  The  sing¬ 
ers  are  associated  with  the  Moscow 
Conservatory. 

Anita  Crump  speaks 

Dr.  Anita  Crump  Conference  director 
of  Lay  Speaking,  was  the  featured 
speaker  at  the  1 1  a.m.  worship  service 
Sunday,  March  26,  at  People’s  UMC, 
New  Orleans. 

The  church  observed  Women’s  Day. 

The  pastor  is  Dr.  Graham  P.  Mat¬ 
thews  Jr. 

Memorial,  Monroe,  celebrates 

Spring  cleaning,  freshening  up  and 
painting  at  Memorial  UMC,  Monroe, 
was  in  preparation  for  guests  who  ar¬ 
rived  to  help  the  church  celebrate  its 
50th  anniversary. 


Mardi  Gras  has 
given  way  to 
Lent  but  Algiers 
UMC  still  re¬ 
members  the  fun 
the  J.O.Y.  (Just 
Over  Youth) 
Club  had  at  the 
13th  Annual 
Mardi  Gras  Ball. 
Pictured  RIGHT, 
are  King  and 
Queen  Ron  and 
Judi  Robertson. 
Pastor  is  Rev.  L. 
Andy  Foreman. 


Old  greeting  cards  needed 

When  sending  monetary  Easter  dona¬ 
tions  for  the  children  and  youth  at  Mac- 
Donell  UM  Children’s  Services,  1210 
East  Main  St.,  Houma  LA  70363,  also 
include  old  greeting  cards.  Christmas, 
birthday,  get-well  and  other  all-occasion 
cards  are  needed. 

G.  J.  Bridges,  MacDonell  president, 
said  the  children  will  begin  a  new  pro¬ 
gram  this  summer  in  which  they  will 
learn  all  aspects  of  running  their  own 
business  by  recycling  greeting  cards. 


Scholarship  Applications 

The  UM  Foundation  for  Christian 
Higher  Education  and  the  Office  of  Loans 
and  Scholarships  of  the  General  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry  will  pres¬ 
ent  a  $1,000  scholarship  annually  at 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference. 

Applications  and  nominations  from 
the  Conference  Board  of  Higher  Educa¬ 
tion  and  Campus  Ministry  or  designated 
entity  will  be  accepted  from  a  qualified 
candidate.  The  applicant  must  have  been 
an  active  member  of  the  UMC  for  at 
least  one  year  and  must  be  either  an  en¬ 
tering  freshman  at  a  UM-related  college 
or  a  first-  year  seminary  student  at  a  UM- 
related  theological  school. 

Applications  must  be  received  in  the 
General  Board  office  by  May  1.  Appli¬ 
cation  forms  are  available  from  Rev. 
Roger  Templeton,  Louisiana  Confer- 
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Irma  Green, 
RIGHT,  presi¬ 
dent  of  Luling 
UMW,  and  Myr¬ 
tle  Hoffman,  re¬ 
tiring  president, 
participate  in  a 
Women's  Day 
service  at  the 
church. 


The  big  anniversary  event  included  a 
Saturday  reception  and  special  service, 
fellowship  and  dinner  on  Sunday, 
March  19.  Guest  preacher  was  Dr. 
George  Pearce,  associate  pastor,  Broad¬ 
moor  UMC,  Shreveport. 

The  Rev.  Calvin  Lapuyade,  Memori¬ 
al’s  pastor,  will  retire  this  June  after  40 
years  of  ministry. 

When  Memorial  Church  was  formed 
one  of  the  first  groups  to  organize  was 
the  Women’s  Society  of  Christian  Ser¬ 
vice  which  is  now  known  as  the  United 
Methodist  Women.  “The  name  may 
have  changed  through  the  years  but  we 
are  still  meeting  to  study  and  support 
ministries  with  women,  children  and 
youth,”  Fern  Whatley,  president,  said. 
Of  course  the  UMW  also  studies  and 
supports  mission  work. 

Contemporary  Worship 

Grace  UMC,  Ruston,  where  the  pas¬ 
tor  is  Dr.  Jack  O’Dell  has  scheduled  a 
Contemporary  Worship  Service  for 
each  Sunday  at  9:45  a.m.  The  new  type 
of  service  started  on  March  19. 

“The  service  will  be  ‘freestyle’  with 
drums,  guitars  and  other  instruments,” 
he  said.  “The  worship  team  has  been 
practicing  hard!” 

The  church  members  are  inviting 
people  who  are  not  regular  worshippers 
to  visit  the  service.  Sunday  worship  also 
is  held  at  8:30  and  1 1  a.m. 

Christian  Hospitality 

On  April  2.  Grace  UMC,  Ruston,  will 
sponsor  a  Christian  Hospitality  Work¬ 
shop.  Leaders  are  to  be  Dr.  Peter  Har¬ 
rington,  pastor,  First  UMC,  Welsh,  and 
Trinity  UMC,  Jennings,  and  Rev.  Larry 


Over  73  and  still  quilting 

Twice  each  month  the  Action  Group 
of  McGuire  Church  meets  to  sew  quilts. 
In  the  group  are  about  10  women  who 
are  73  or  older.  Although  arthritis  and 
failing  eyesight  slow  progress  some¬ 
what,  the  women  sew  the  quilts  and  cre¬ 
ate  other  homemade  crafts  to  make 
money  for  special  projects.  Proceeds 
have  been  used  to  buy  items  for  the 
church  kitchen  and  to  help  domestic 
and  foreign  missions. 

“Our  goal  is  to  keep  going  as  long  as 
we’re  able,”  Opal  Lofton  said.  “This 
keeps  us  young.” 

The  women  now  plan  to  sell  a  quilt 
(for  $500)  to  help  the  church  pay  for  a 
van. 

One  member,  Rachel  Brown,  quipped 
during  a  luncheon  after  a  recent  quilting 
session,  “When  life  falls  to  pieces,  try 
quilting.” 


In  Memoriam 


Sympathy  to  the  family  of  Rev.  John 
Robert  Oldham,  79,  a  chemical  engineer 
and  a  retired  Louisiana  Conference  min¬ 
ister,  who  died  March  19  in  Baton 
Rouge.  Funeral  services  were  March  21 
in  Broadmoor  UMC,  Baton  Rouge. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Dixie  Lay 
Oldham;  two  daughters,  Pam  Guagliardo 
of  Robert  and  Connie  Nesbit  of  Baton 
Rouge;  two  sons,  Warren  Oldham  of 
Altharetta,  Ga.,  and  Henry  Oldham  of 
Johnson  City,  Tenn.,  and  a  foster  daugh¬ 
ter,  Billie  Blouin  of  Baton  Rouge. 


April  Conference  Calendar 

1  Confirmation  Day  with  the  Bishop,  Broadmoor  UMC,  Baton  Rouge, 

2:30-5:30  p.m. 

1  Conference  Board  of  Laity  Meeting,  Newman  UMC,  Alexandria, 

9  a.m. 

1  S.S.T.E.P.  (Sunday  School  Teaching  Equipping  Process)  Training, 

First  UMC,  Alexandria,  10  a.m.-3  p.m. 

4-5  Cabinet  Meeting 

6  United  Methodist  Foundation  of  Louisiana  Annual  Meeting,  Baton 

Rouge 

6- 7  Review  of  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  by  the  General  Commission 

on  Religion  and  Race,  First  UMC,  Baton  Rouge 

7- 9  Campus  Ministry  Student  Gathering,  First  UMC,  Natchitoches 

8  Conference  Council  on  Ministries  Spring  Meeting,  Broadmoor  UMC, 
Baton  Rouge,  10  a.m.-3  p.m. 

9  Palm  Sunday 
1 6  Easter 

17-19  Spring  Interviews  for  Associate  Pastors  and  Local  Pastors  (17th:  Trin¬ 
ity  UMC,  Ruston;  18th:  Asbury  UMC,  Lafayette,  19th:  First  UMC, 
Baton  Rouge) 

19  Ethnic  Local  Church  Retreat,  Camphor  Memorial  UMC,  Baton 
Rouge,  8:30  a.m.-2  p.m. 

20-2 1  Pre-Retirement  Planning  Seminar 

20-22  Louisiana  Conference  Clergy  Women’s  Retreat,  Mary  Hill  Retreat 
Center,  Pineville 

22  UMW  Finance  Committee,  Alexandria 

22  Ethnic  Local  Church  Retreat,  Newman  UMC,  Alexandria,  8:30  a.m.- 

2  p.m. 

22  Conference  Youth  Serving  Ministries,  First  UMC,  Alexandria, 

10  a.m. 

23  Confirmation  Day  With  the  Bishop,  Methodist  Children’s  Home, 
Ruston,  2:30-5:30  p.m. 

23  Soil  and  Environmental  Stewardship  Sunday 

25  All-Clergy  Golf  Tournament,  Santa  Maria  Country  Club,  Baton 
Rouge  (all  day) 

25-26  Cabinet  Meeting 
25-29  Council  of  Bishops 

27- 29  Quest  for  Quality,  Broadmoor  UMC,  Shreveport  (9  a.m.-5  p.m.  April 

27-28,  and  9  a.m.-2  p.m.  April  29) 

28- 29  Human  Sexuality  Training  Seminar  for  Youth 

29  Worship  Workshop:  “Celebrate  Occasional  Services,”  First  UMC,  Al¬ 
exandria,  10a.m.-3:30  p.m. 

30  Native  American  Awareness  Sunday 

30-5/2  Quest  for  Quality,  First  UMC,  Baton  Rouge  (2-6  p.m.  April  30  and  9 
a.m. -5  p.m.  May  1-2.) 
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Wesley's  legacy: 
God  made  minds 
for  reasoning 


Fifth  in  a  series. 

Directly  put — God  put  a  head 
on  your  shoulders.  Use  it! 

This  statement  could  be  a  con¬ 
temporary  expression  of  the  En¬ 
lightenment  era  in  which  United 
Methodist  Christianity  was  bom, 
the  era  of  Methodism’s  founder, 
John  Wesley. 

For  Wesley  and  for  Methodist 
Christianity,  “reason"  is  summed 
up  in  discipline  (a  method  for  do¬ 
ing  everything) — hence  the  name 
of  "Methodist." 

By  reason  we: 

■  Read  and  interpret  Scripture, 

■  Determine  whether  our  Chris¬ 
tian  witness  is  understood, 

■  Ask  questions  of  faith  and 
seek  to  understand  God’s  action 
and  will, 

■  Test  our  experience  by  com¬ 
parison  with  biblical  testimony 
and  traditional  norms  and 

■  Relate  our  faith  to  the  full 
range  of  human  knowledge,  tradi¬ 
tion,  experience  and  service. 

As  United  Methodists  we  in¬ 
quire  of  our  faith: 

•/  Is  it  reasonable? 

•f  Is  it  understandable? 

Such  reason  is  tempered  with  a 
disciplined  method,  not  only  in 
our  faith  but  also  in  all  of  life  from 
accounting  our  family  budget  to 
moderation  of  conduct,  which 
Wesley  called  “holy  living.” 

Reason  also  acts  as  a  healthy 
counterbalance  to  runaway  experi¬ 
ence  (see  UMR,  March  24). 

Wesley  himself  cautioned  his  fol¬ 
lowers  against  becoming  too  "en¬ 
thusiastic.”  Yet  today  he  might  be 
cautioning  the  opposite,  as  we,  his 
spiritual  descendants,  seem  to  have 
become  so  rational  that  we  ignore 
the  "heartwarmings”  of  the  faith. 

Excessive  rationality  is  one  of 
the  most  pervasive  criticisms  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church  to¬ 
day,  particularly  at  the  congrega¬ 
tional  level  of  leadership. 

For  instance,  a  recent  survey 
found  “theological  knowledge”  for 
pastors  to  be  the  attribute  least 
valued  by  lay  people  and  clergy. 
However,  it  was  the  number-one 
attribute  valued  for  pastors  by 


Reason 

Bom  from  the  Enlightenment 

seminary  professors. 

Such  an  example  seems  to  indi¬ 
cate  that  United  Methodism’s 
“head”  is  frequently  out  of  sync 
with  its  “heart." 

Much  as  we  contemporary  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  would  like  this 
struggle  resolved  one  way  or  the 
other,  our  founder  bequeathed  us 
a  faith  that  unites  “knowledge  and 
vital  piety”  in  an  ongoing  creative 
tension,  a  delicate  balancing  act 
we  can  neither  escape  nor  ignore. 

Such  a  quest  for  reason  and  right 
living  continues  through  the  witness 
of  nearly  100  colleges  and  universi¬ 
ties,  13  schools  of  theology  and  9 
preparatory  schools  all  related  to 
The  United  Methodist  Church. 
“Wesleyan”  or  “Methodist”  are  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  name  of  many  of 
these  learning  institutions  in  almost 
every  state  across  the  U.S. 

For  all  that  Wesley  gave  us  his 
“method” — lifelong  study  of  Scrip¬ 
ture,  respect  for  valid  tradition, 
gratitude  for  heartwarming  experi¬ 
ence  and  application  of  disciplined 
reason — the  four  parts  of  Wesley’s 
theology  remain  tools  of  the  faith, 
not  the  core  of  the  faith  itself. 

The  core  of  Christianity  is  Jesus 
Christ. 

NEXT  WEEK:  Jesus  is  Cen¬ 
ter — Theology  of  the  cross. 


A  'special  case'  tested  my  compassion 


By  MELVIN  G.  BRINKLEY 

(Art.  Sophie  and  Theo  are  fiction¬ 
al  names  for  real  people.) 

During  my  first  month  as  a  hospi¬ 
tal  chaplain,  a  nurse  profiled  a  “spe¬ 
cial  case"  she  wanted  me  to  talk  to. 

She  felt  that  1  could  “calm  him 
down."  A  glance  at  his  file  filled  in 
some  details. 

His  blood  sample  showed  “zero” 
T-cell  count.  He  had  lost  his  first 
line  of  defense  to  any  diseases  that 
came  his  way. 

Lung  parasites  normally  dormant 
in  a  healthy  person  kept  cropping 
up  along  with  spiked  fevers,  night 
sweats,  abscesses  in  the  nose  and 
anus.  Viral  blisters  formed  in  and 
around  his  mouth,  and  crusty,  raw 
scabs  covered  every  inch  of  his  skin. 

Cursing  man 

The  patient  greeted  me  with  a 
stream  of  smothered  obscenities. 
Whirring  and  clicking  machines 
surrounded  him  in  his  darkened 
room. 

This  scabby,  naked,  cursing  man 
looked  like  Beelzebub  roasting  away 
for  all  eternity.  He  focused  on  my 
cross  then  whispered  venomously 
about  his  private  demon,  the 
church.  1  leaned  in,  bracing  myself 
against  the  worst. 

One  church  had  banned  him  and 
his  wife  from  covered  dish  dinners 
because  of  his  infection;  clergy  had 
compromised  his  reputation  in  the 
community  by  violating  their  vow 
of  confidentiality;  church-going  rel¬ 
atives  had  shunned  him. 

The  warm  voices  of  his  church 
friends  had  turned  stone  cold  with 
the  hissing  of  one  word:  AIDS. 

Slowly,  painfully,  he  began  to  dis¬ 
sociate  me  and  others  from  those 
who  had  injured  him. 

As  his  anger  subsided,  so  did  his 
many  diseases.  He  began  dragging 
around  his  intravenous  feeding  ma¬ 
chine  so  that  he  could  find  me  and 
once  again  take  up  our  debate  on 
the  viability  of  the  church. 

Art  told  me  about  his  boyhood. 
He  and  his  identical  twin  brother, 
Theo,  did  the  normal  things  boys 
do  in  the  Midwest.  His  parents, 
church-going  Lutherans,  went  to 
PTA  meetings  and  attended  school 
plays. 

Everything  sounded  wholesome 
until  Art  described  with  the  same 
strained  voice  of  our  first  encounter 
what  it  was  like  living  with  an  alco¬ 
holic  father  and  a  controlling  mother. 

Then  he  showed  me  where  he 
really  hurt. 


“In  the  fall  of  1985,  I  got  intoxi¬ 
cated  at  a  party  and  had  a  homosex¬ 
ual  experience.  That  same  week  my 
girlfriend  aborted  my  baby.” 

His  anger  included  the  betrayal  of 
a  male  lover  who  had  knowingly  in¬ 
fected  him. 

In  shock,  he  got  into  his  car  and 
drove  to  his  parents’  home.  On  his 
arrival  his  mother  greeted  him  stiff¬ 
ly  and  dry-eyed  but  his  father  put 
his  arms  around  him  and  said,  “It 
could  have  happened  to  any  of  us.” 

Next,  Art  confronted  the  male 
lover  he  suspected  of  infecting  him. 
When  Art  began  to  talk  about  dying 
and  knowing  Christ,  this  man 
jeered  at  his  naivete. 

Art’s  HIV-positive  status  fright¬ 
ened  off  all  his  family  and  friends 
with  the  exception  of  one  female  ac¬ 
quaintance  living  in  California.  Art 
married  her  a  few  months  later.  She 
joined  the  military  so  that  she  could 
provide  for  him  when  he  could  no 
longer  work. 

With  the  advent  of  Art’s  illness,  his 
world  split  into  opposing  camps  with 
Sophie,  his  wife,  as  rescuer  and  his 
brother  Theo  as  antagonist.  Theo 
lashed  out  with,  “If  you  play,  you 
pay.” 

Art  wailed,  "1  had  a  career  and 
suddenly  1  can’t  work.  I  lost  my 
connections  with  my  family,  my 
friends  and  my  church. 

“No  one  respects  my  intellect,  my 
wit  or  my  personality.  Few  people 
see  me  as  a  person;  most  see  me  as  a 
virus.” 

Meaning  from  suffering 

We  spent  many  hours  discussing 
how  to  extract  meaning  from  his 


suffering.  When  he  felt  that  God 
had  deserted  him,  he  lashed  out. 
When  he  felt  that  God  loved  him, 
he  embraced  everyone.  Secretly  en¬ 
vying  his  histronics  and  realizing 
anew  life’s  transience,  I  vowed  to 
live  my  life  with  more  purpose. 

On  one  visit,  he  showed  me  his  pic¬ 
tures  of  his  beautiful  bride  and  told 
me  how  much  he  loved  her.  Mirror¬ 
ing  his  pride,  1  showed  him  the  pic¬ 
tures  of  my  wife  and  daughters. 
Drained  by  Art’s  life  of  dementia,  dis¬ 
eases  and  pain,  I  asked  him  to  pray 
for  me,  reversing  our  routine,  hopeful¬ 
ly  demonstrating  to  Art  that  before 
God  we  are  equally  forgiven. 

Being  with  Art  became  my  act  of 
contrition  for  all  my  sins  of  commis¬ 
sion  as  well  as  omission.  During  those 
moments  of  penance,  I  remembered 
to  pray  for  Art,  Sophie,  Theo  and  all 
those  affected  by  this  tragedy. 

Peacefully  one  day,  Art  told  me 
he  visualized  heaven  as  an  incredi¬ 
ble  place — restful,  full  of  light. 

“People  who  have  had  after-life 
experiences  never  mention  fire  and 
brimstone,”  he  said.  Then  another 
voice  from  his  mouth  hissed,  “Who 
hasn’t  sinned?  Now  the  church  has 
the  arrogance  to  be  self-righteous. 

Noticing  the  abrupt  transition, 
remembering  his  dementia  and  how 
this  affected  his  thinking,  I  coun¬ 
tered,  “What  am  I,  chopped  liver?” 
He  acquiesced.  I  added,  “Art,  when 
you  see  the  Light,  go  towards  it.” 

The  odd  way  he  combined  pro¬ 
fane  images  with  Christian  jargon 
reached  many  patients,  cavalier  and 
callous  in  their  denial,  in  ways  that 
I  could  not. 


The  Book  of  Acts  tells  us  how  to  structure  church 


I  rejoice  in  the  fact  that  the  Spir¬ 
it-driven  time  may  have  come  to 
give  serious  consideration  to  restuc- 
turing  our  church.  The  United 
Methodist  Church  has  been  bur¬ 
dened  far  too  long  with  administra¬ 
tive  and  bureaucratic  accretions 
that  have  little  or  no  relation  to  her 
legitimate  purposes. 

I  call  your  attention  to  a  serious 
study  of  Acts  6:1-7.  It  clearly  out¬ 
lines  the  double  purpose  of  the 
church:  to  communicate  the  pro¬ 
phetic  message  of  Jesus  and  to  serve 
the  needs  of  men  and  women  every¬ 
where. 


Tell  us  your  views! 

Address  letters  for  publication 
to  "Letters  to  the  Editor."  Include 
your  full  name,  address  and 
telephone  number: 

^)By  mail  to  P.O.  Box  660275, 
Dallas, TX  75266-0275 
®By  fax  to  214-630-0079 
.By  E-mail: 

r  Via  EcuNet:  mailbox  "UMR" 

Via  CompuServe:  76113,662 
Via  Internet: 

761 33.662@compuserve.com 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 


The  words  of  Jesus,  the  example 
of  his  life  among  us,  and  the  inspi¬ 
ration  of  his  Spirit,  are  the  sources 
that  must  guide  those  who  are 
called  to  communicate  the  truth  of 
faith  to  the  world  now  and  in  every 
age. 

The  other  equally  essential  re¬ 
sponsibility  of  the  church  is  that  of 
the  diaconate,  a  responsibility  of 
service  exemplified  by  washing  the 
feet  of  the  weary,  and  extends  to 
caring  for  the  sick,  assisting  the 
widows  and  widowers,  raising  and 
educating  the  orphans,  in  short, 
performing  those  neighborly  tasks 
that  the  church  has  mistakenly  dele¬ 
gated  to  other  human  institutions. 

Such  a  program  admittedly  has 
its  complexities,  but  it  is  important 
to  assign  equal  weight  to  each  of  its 
two  halves,  while  being  fully  aware 
that  the  prophetic  function  takes 
precedence  over  the  function  of  ser¬ 
vice,  taking  our  cue  from  Jesus’ 
own  words  in  Matthew  22:39,  “and 
a  second  is  like  it.” 

I  pray  and  trust  that  the  restruc¬ 
ture  proposal  may  eventually  follow 


BEYOND  BELIEF 


the  pattern  of  Acts. 

Charles  Dirdak 
Stockton,  California 

An  e-mail  thanks 

Thank  you  for  going  on-line  with 
CompuServe. 

This  will  make  it  so  convenient 
for  many  of  us  to  be  in  contact  and 
to  express  our  opinions  about  the 
publication  and  articles. 

Keep  up  the  good  work  of  keep¬ 
ing  us  in  touch  with  news  of  United 
Methodism  and  of  other  faiths. 

Ralph  E.  Uth 
Cincinnati,  Ohio 

Realistic  problems 

I  agree  with  UMR’s  recent  edito¬ 
rial  premise,  “Are  our  congrega- 
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tions  robbing  Peter  to  pay  Paul?”, 
that  we  might  be  able  to  do  more 
through  annual  conferences  than 
congregationally,  but  the  problems 
brought  forth  in  this  editorial  are 
very  realistic. 

We  need  only  look  at  the  recent 
distrust  of  bureaucracies  within  the 
U.S.  government.  This  attitude  has 
to  spill  into  the  church.  It  is  only  ex¬ 
acerbated  by  the  frustrations  ex¬ 
pressed  by  the  clergy.  If  the  clergy 
feel  they  are  not  getting  support, 
this  feeling  is  being  transmitted  to 
the  congregations  and  the  congrega¬ 
tions  become  reluctant  to  answer 
the  demands  of  the  conference. 

Another  factor  involves  the 
church’s  reason  for  being.  The 
United  Methodist  Church  is  sup¬ 
posed  to  be  a  body  that  worships 
God  and  lives  according  to  Christ’s 
teachings.  However,  when  one  at¬ 
tends  district  meetings  or  annual 
conference  sessions  as  I  have  and 
observes  church  leaders  (lay  and  or¬ 
dained)  ignoring  the  worship  ser¬ 
vices  in  order  to  study  directories 
and  pamphlets,  one  wonders  where 
it  is  our  “leaders”  want  us  to  follow. 

The  structure  of  having  annual 
conferences  can  work  but  the 
church  hierarchy  needs  to  do  three 
things: 

■  First,  put  Christ  first  in  all 
things  and  serve  as  an  example  to 
others  in  worship. 


■  Second,  bishops,  district  super¬ 
intendents  and  other  leaders  must 
make  themselves  more  accessible  to 
local  congregations. 

■  Third,  bishops  must  use  care  to 
avoid  neglecting  congregations  lo¬ 
cated  on  the  outer  fringes  of  their 
areas. 


My  Witness 


The  Rev.  Melvin 
C.  Brinkley  is  a 
clergy  member  of 
the  Texas  Annual 
Conference  and  a 
U.S.  Air  Force 
chaplain. 

Currently  he 
serves  in  Croatia. 


“Healthy”  HIV-positive  patients 
linked  their  futures  with  Art,  at  27 
the  “old  man.”  He  listened  to  their 
fears  and  told  them  that  they  could 
have  peace  about  their  dying  if  they 
looked  to  Jesus  the  Christ. 

Gratefully,  I  thanked  him  for  his 
ministry. 

“You  are  the  first  preacher  that 
did  not  make  me  feel  like  trash,”  he 
said.  “You  did  not  judge  me.  I  told 
Sophie  that  I  would  never  get  in¬ 
volved  in  religion  again.  I  had  given 
it  up.  I  want  my  funeral  to  say 
something  real  about  me  and  my 
life,  but  my  family  has  decided  to 
sugar-coat  this  with  lies.” 

Art  decided  to  go  home  for 
Christmas.  Asserting  his  wishes 
about  his  funeral  to  his  family  over¬ 
whelmed  him.  In  the  company  of 
his  family,  he  attempted  to  kill  him¬ 
self.  Sophie  brought  him  back  to  the 
hospital. 

One  day,  Art  walked  away  from 
me  without  a  word.  After  that,  I 
racked  my  brain  trying  to  find  ways 
to  penetrate  his  hell  on  earth.  A 
piece  of  fruit,  some  cookies,  and  a 
hug  replaced  our  previous  barrage 
and  counter-barrage  of  words. 

This  was  the  slowest,  most  con¬ 
fusing  time  for  me  because  I  owed 
Art  my  humble  understanding  of 
the  dying  patient’s  odyssey:  “the 
special  cases.” 

During  Pentecost,  Art  came  back 
to  the  hospital  I  work  in.  Although 
he  had  pneumonia,  he  looked  better 
than  I  had  ever  seen  him.  His  skin 
had  cleared  up  some,  his  hair  had  j 
come  back  a  little  and  he  had 
gained  about  ten  pounds. 

About  the  funeral 

He  was  almost  his  old  cynical 
self.  Treatment  for  pneumonia  went 
without  a  hitch,  and  the  nurses  be¬ 
gan  to  warm  up  to  him.  The  AIDS 
hospice  had  accepted  him,  and  he 
would  be  going  there  when  he  com¬ 
pleted  his  treatment  for  pneumonia. 

Art  and  I  then  talked  about  his 
funeral  arrangements. 

“My  mother  went  to  our  family  fu- 
neral  director  and  picked  out  a 
crappy-blue  casket  for  me. 

“I  want  a  white  casket  because 
my  Savior  has  long  ago  washed  my 
sins  away.  I  am  clean,  brother.  My 
mother  wants  my  casket  closed  so 
no  one  can  see  what  happened  to 
me.  She  thinks  she  can  keep  this  a 
secret  even  at  the  funeral.” 

When  I  explained  to  him  that  fu¬ 
neral  directors  obey  the  one  who 
pays  the  bill,  Art  saw  this  as  another 
betrayal.  After  railing  at  the  injus¬ 
tices  of  the  world  and  all  its  hypo¬ 
crites,  Art  then  asked  me,  on  the 
event  of  his  death,  to  fly  to  his  Mid¬ 
western  hometown  and  direct  his 
funeral. 

I  wanted  to  oblige  him  but  could 
not  make  any  guarantees  because  of 
my  obligations  to  other  patients. 

He  said  he  understood,  but  I  still 
felt  like  one  of  those  hypocrites  he 
had  just  blasted.  Acknowledging 
that  even  unconditional  love  has  its 
limits,  I  blunted  the  sting  of  my 


F.  William  Hodge  guilt  with  the  promise  to  treat  all 
Portland,  Connecticut  “dying  losers”  better. 

Christian 

Education 

The  Reporter  can  ... 

ft  enhance  Christian  Education 
ft  provide  a  contemporary  resource 
for  Sunday  School  Classes 
ft  tell  about  other  churches’  successes 
in  education 

This  Is  An  Opportunity  You  Need  To  Investigate! 

Call  Us  Now! 

Ron  Thomas  or  Kay  Fielder 
(214)630-6495  (800)947-0207 
FAX:  (214)  630-0079 

P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275 
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GOING  TO  BOSNIA:  Four  United 
Methodist  Volunteers  in  Mission  teams  will  be 
dispatched  this  summer  to  assist  with  work 
projects  in  central  Bosnia.  Plans  for  “Opera¬ 
tion:  Restore  Bosnia”  call  for  25  volunteers 
per  team,  with  the  teams  spread  over  three 
four-week  periods,  according  to  Carol  Van 
Gorp  of  Schroon  Lake,  N.Y.,  who  will  be  the 
on-site  coordinator.  She  is  the  wife  of  Dirk 
Van  Gorp,  who  oversees  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  activities  in  Bosnia.  Vol¬ 
unteers  with  construction-related  skills  are  be¬ 
ing  sought,  but  volunteers  who  can  work  with 
young  people  in  the  areas  of  music,  drama,  the 
English  language  and  computer  skills  also  are 
needed,  she  said. 

BIBLE  GOING  ON  LINE:  Faithiink,  a 

new  weekly  Bible  study  guide  relating  faith  to 
current  events,  will  be  available  May  1  by  com¬ 
puter  modem  or  fax.  The  series,  being  devel¬ 
oped  by  the  General  Board  of  Discipleship’s 
Division  of  Church  School  Publications,  will 
have  topics  chosen  “less  than  two  weeks  before 
they  are  discussed  in  a  Sunday  school  class,” 
according  to  Gary  Ball-Kilboume,  executive 
editor  of  adult  publications.  Purpose  of  the 
study  is  to  help  adults  connect  their  faith  and 
everyday  lives,  he  said. 


VISIT  EUROPE:  Executive  committee 
members  of  the  United  Methodist  General 
Council  on  Ministries  got  a  firsthand  view  of 
United  Methodism  in  Europe  prior  to  their 
business  sessions  March  8-11  in  Berlin.  At  the 
invitation  of  the  church’s  three  Central  Con¬ 
ference  bishops  in  Europe,  the  committee  di¬ 
vided  into  10  three-member  teams  and  spent 
four  days  with  United  Methodists  in  Norway, 
Austria,  Germany,  Denmark,  Poland,  Sweden 
and  Switzerland. 


MARK  50  YEARS  ON  AIR:  a  12-pro- 
gram  series  April  30-July  1 6  titled  “The  Past 
Speaks  to  the  Future”  will  mark  The  Protes¬ 
tant  Hour  radio  series’  50th  year  on  the  air.  It 
will  feature  speakers  from  the  program’s  five 
decades  of  broadcasting  matched  with  religious 
leaders  of  today  addressing  the  same  issues. 


Anti-gambling  UMs  planning  next  fight 


By  LEE  RANCK 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

To  a  large  extent,  the  March  10-12 
National  Coalition  Against  Legalized 
Gambling  national  conference  in  Bran¬ 
son,  Mo.,  was  a  victory  celebration  by  a 
small  but  potent  and  growing  band  of 
anti-gambling  warriors. 

Like  Gideon’s  select  tiny  army,  the 
Rev.  Tom  Grey  suggested  they  had  encir¬ 
cled  the  mighty  (and  rich)  forces  of  the 
gambling  industry  and,  with  God’s  help, 
brought  them  down. 

Mr.  Grey,  a  United  Methodist  clergy¬ 
man  and  the  coalition’s  spokesman,  re¬ 
ceived  a  new  title  at  the  meeting:  national 
field  coordinator.  He  is  also  a  consultant 
on  gambling  to  the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Church  and  Society. 

The  coalition  includes  individuals 
and  organizations  opposed  to  gambling. 

Participants  in  the  conference,  more 
than  75  strong,  came  from  22  states  to 
report  on  their  engagements  with  the 
gambling  foes,  to  discuss  successful 
strategies,  devise  new  tactics,  and  to 
hear  the  latest  data  and  interpretations 
from  the  movement’s  academic  sages. 

At  times  several  gambling  industry 
representatives  even  came  in  to  listen. 

On  one  wall  a  map  of  the  United 
States  showed  1994-95  results:  19 
“won”  tags  and  two  “lost.”  On  the  op¬ 
posite  wall  a  huge  banner  headline, 
“The  West  Virginia  Story,”  spread  over 
1 1  enlarged  newspaper  clippings  depict¬ 
ing  the  effort  waged  by  the  anti-gam¬ 
bling  coalition  in  that  state. 

The  final  victory  there  had  occurred 
so  recently  that  the  story  of  the  gam¬ 
bling  interest’s  final  defeat  came  verbal¬ 
ly  from  West  Virginia  participants.  One 
of  those  participants,  Darrell  McGraw, 
West  Virginia’s  attorney  general,  is  a 
United  Methodist  who  frequently  car¬ 
ries  in  his  breast  pocket  a  copy  of  that 
denomination’s  Social  Principles  with 
its  strong  anti-gambling  statement. 

In  an  opening  address,  Mr.  McGraw 
discussed  his  efforts  to  stop  the  legisla- 


On  one  wall  a  map  of  the  United  States  showed 
1994-95  results:  19  “won"  tags  and  two  “lost."  .  . . 
The  final  victory  had  occurred  so  recently  that 
the  story  of  the  gambling  interest's  final  defeat 
came  verbally  from  West  Virginia  participants. 


tion  that  would  have  increased  gam¬ 
bling  in  West  Virginia.  He  also 
described  the  damaging  legislative  ac¬ 
tions  leveled  against  his  office  as  retri¬ 
bution  for  his  vocal  opposition  to  the 
gambling  initiatives. 

Thus,  the  members  of  this  currently 
victorious  band  tempered  their  celebra¬ 
tion  with  the  understanding  that  the 
conflict  against  this  avaricious  oppo¬ 
nent  would  continue. 

While  noting  that  “the  bloom  is  off  the 
roses”  of  the  casinos  and  that  gambling 
companies’  stock  market  prices  are  fall¬ 
ing,  Robert  Goodman,  director  of  the  au¬ 
thoritative  United  States  Gambling 
Study,  cautioned,  “Don’t  underestimate 
the  power  of  the  gambling  industry.” 

In  closing  remarks,  Mr.  Grey  reiterated 
the  need  for  increased  efforts:  “The  vic¬ 
tories  in  November  have  established  a 
beachhead.  Now,  if  they  come  after  us, 
we  have  to  attack.  We  must  move  out 
and  make  a  quantum  jump.” 

A  number  of  organizational  matters 
acted  on  during  the  meeting  can,  indeed, 
move  the  fledgling  coalition  toward  be¬ 
coming  a  cohesive  national  body  pre¬ 
pared  to  assist  forcefully  in  the  attack 
wherever  gambling  proponents  seek  to 
expand  their  destructive  grip  on  govern¬ 
ments  and  people. 

Conference  participants  approved  a 
nominating  committee’s  slate  of  officers 
and  executive  committee  members.  Con¬ 
tinuing  to  lead  the  group  are  chairperson, 
Daniel  Ireland,  Alabama;  vice-chairper¬ 
son,  David  Robertson,  Wyoming;  secre¬ 
tary,  Jo  Dean  Joy,  South  Dakota:  and 


treasurer,  Polly  Ireland,  Alabama. 

United  Methodists  named  to  the  ex¬ 
ecutive  committee,  in  addition  to  Mr. 
Grey,  are  the  Rev.  Harvey  Chinn,  Cali¬ 
fornia;  Mark  Harrison,  District  of  Co¬ 
lumbia;  the  Rev.  Stephen  Sidorek  Jr., 
Connecticut;  and  the  Rev.  John  Wolf, 
Indiana. 

Among  the  actions  of  the  new  execu¬ 
tive  committee  were: 

/  Choosing  and  hiring  a  fund  raiser 
as  quickly  as  possible; 

/  Working  to  perfect  a  constitution 
and  by-laws; 

/  Initiating  action  to  obtain  not- 
for-profit  status  quickly; 

y  Setting  another  conference  for 
Orlando,  Fla.,  early  in  October; 

•f  Publishing  a  newsletter,  “Gam¬ 
bling  Economics,”  six  times  a  year; 

Y  Creating  a  new  logo  since  Casi- 
NO  does  not  reflect  the  scope  of  gam¬ 
bling  activities  against  which  coalition 
members  are  contending. 

Coalition  leaders  announced  an  ad¬ 
dress  and  800  telephone  number  enabling 
people  to  obtain  information  on  re¬ 
sources  and  on  other  people  in  the  net¬ 
work  with  whom  they  can  discuss 
strategies:  Ron  Hyde,  540  S.  Palisades 
Drive,  Orem,  Utah  84058;  (800)  664- 
2680.  (Mr.  Grey  also  may  be  reached  at 
(708)581-3527;  his  FAX  number  is  (708) 
590-0701). 

Mr.  Ranck  is  assistant  general  secretary 
for  communications  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Board  of  Church  and  Society  in 
Washington. 
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The  Rev.  Tom  Grey  uses  his  primary  weap¬ 
on  in  a  war  against  gambling. 


Christ  calms  the  sea 


Members  of  First  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Corpus  Christ!,  Texas,  are  spearheading 
a  drive  to  erect  a  24-foot  statue  of  Christ 
rebuking  the  wind  and  calming  the  waves 
on  the  Sea  of  Galilee.  The  statue,  designed 
by  sculptor  Kent  Ullberg,  would  overlook 
Corpus  Christi  Bay.  The  Rev.  Mark  Allen 
Doty  is  the  senior  minister. 


Suspect  in  church 
slaying  in  custody 


By  BOYCE  BOWDON 

A  man  wanted  for  questioning 
in  the  slaying  of  a  secretary  at 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Tulsa  has  been  returned  to 
Oklahoma  from  Alabama,  where 
he  was  arrested  March  20. 

Johnny  Blakes,  37,  is  a  suspect 
in  the  death  of  Kennalee  La- 
France,  55,  whose  body  was 
found  in  the  church  by  police 
about  1  a.m.  Saturday,  March 
18. 

Mr.  Blakes  lived  at  Freedom 
House,  a  halfway  house  less  than 
two  blocks  from  the  church.  He 
was  serving  a  five-year  term  on  a 
1993  conviction  for  cocaine  pos¬ 
session.  For  the  past  eight 
months,  he  had  worked  in  the 
church’s  custodial  services. 

Tom  Junk,  church  administra¬ 
tor,  said  Mrs.  LaFrance — an  em¬ 
ployee  of  the  church  for  three 
years — was  an  office  services  as¬ 
sistant. 

At  the  March  19  worship  ser¬ 
vice,  the  Rev.  James  Buskirk,  se¬ 
nior  pastor,  spoke  briefly  about 
the  homicide,  expressing  his  con¬ 
cern  and  that  of  the  congregation 
for  Mrs.  LaFrance’s  family. 


“When  something  so  unholy 
happens  in  a  place  so  holy  it  is 
even  more  shocking,”  Dr.  Bus¬ 
kirk  said.  “It  is  not  a  time  for 
fear  but  for  faithfulness.  This  iso¬ 
lated  incident,  as  bad  as  it  is, 
calls  us  to  give  thanks  for  the  res¬ 
urrection  and  thanks  that  death 
for  believers  can  only  usher  us 
into  the  very  presence  of  God.” 

A  counselor  came  to  the 
church  the  following  day  to  help 
the  staff  cope  with  the  trauma. 

Members  of  the  LaFrance  fam¬ 
ily  who  lived  in  another  state  and 
could  not  arrive  in  time  for  the 
funeral  by  commercial  flight 
were  flown  to  Tulsa  by  First 
United  Methodist’s  Aviation 
Ministry. 

“Kennalee’s  death  reminds  us 
that  the  church  is  ministering  in 
and  to  a  society  that  is  increas¬ 
ingly  violent,”  Dr.  Buskirk  said. 
“When  we  are  faithful  to  God’s 
call  and  reach  out  to  all  kinds  of 
people  who  have  all  kinds  of 
problems,  we  expose  ourselves  to 
all  kinds  of  risks — just  as  Jesus 
did.  But  the  rewards  of  faithful¬ 
ness  to  God  overshadow  the 
risks.  Countless  people  find  new 
life  through  Christ.” 


Language  in  report  will  change > 
says  structure  task  force  head 


Supporting  the  need  for  more 
understandable  language,  the  19-member  task 
force  nevertheless  concluded  that  the  basics  of 
the  proposal  have  general  support,  particularly 
their  interactive  nature. 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

DAYTON,  Ohio — A  propos¬ 
al  to  reorganize  The  United 
Methodist  Church  is  moving 
ahead. 

Responses  from  across  the 
church  were  reviewed  March 
20-21  during  a  meeting  of  the 
Connectional  Issues  Study  Task 
Force. 

The  task  force  was  mandated 
by  the  1992  General  Confer¬ 
ence,  the  denomination’s  top 
law-making  body.  It  is  assigned 
to  the  General  Council  on  Min¬ 
istries,  a  churchwide  program 
coordinating  agency. 

Language  of  the  “interim  re¬ 
port” — released  by  the  task 
force  in  January — was  a  prob¬ 
lem  for  many  respondents.  As  a 
result,  it  is  unlikely  that  terms 
such  as  “House  of  Hearing” 
and  “Council  of  Consensus” 
will  remain. 

“The  language  we  used  did 
not  communicate  well,”  ac¬ 
knowledged  Bette  Trumble  of 
Springfield,  Neb.,  task  force 
chair.  “We  will  be  changing  it.” 

Supporting  the  need  for  more 


understandable  language,  the 
1 9-member  task  force  neverthe¬ 
less  concluded  that  the  basics  of 
the  proposal  have  general  sup¬ 
port,  particularly  their  interac¬ 
tive  nature. 

Other  basics  affirmed  included 
flexibility,  collaboration,  inclu- 
siveness  and  intentionality  in 
seeking  God’s  will  and  guidance. 

To  make  those  basics  even 
more  clear,  the  task  force  devel¬ 
oped  a  set  of  core  beliefs  and  val¬ 
ues  and  a  vision  statement. 
Throughout  the  meeting,  mem¬ 
bers  tested  their  suggestions  for 
organizational  changes  against 
those  beliefs,  values  and  visions. 

Changes  and  adjustments 
now  go  to  a  writing  team  which 
will  have  a  revised  proposal  for 
the  task  force  at  its  next  meet¬ 
ing  April  21  in  Houston.  The 


revision  will  also  go  to  the  en¬ 
tire  GCOM  membership  April 
22-26,  also  meeting  in  Houston. 

In  addition  to  language,  the 
task  force  took  a  close  look  at 
the  timeline  which  it  had  pro¬ 
posed  earlier  for  moving  into 
the  reorganization.  Instead  of 
mid-quadrennium  (1998),  it  ap¬ 
pears  that  the  task  force  will  re¬ 
commend  at  least  four  years  for 
implementation  of  any  plan  fol¬ 
lowing  action  by  the  church’s 
legislative  General  Conference 
in  April  1996. 

Other  issues  which  prompted 
discussion  were  the  wisdom  of 
having  the  same  organizational 
pattern  at  all  levels  of  the 
church,  exactly  what  those  units 
should  include  and  how  they 
should  relate. 
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Have  you  been  considering  the 
Ordained  Ministry  or  Diaconal 
Ministry?  Worried  about  the  cost 
of  financing  a  quality  education? 
If  so,  Hiwassee  College  has  an 
exciting  opportunity  for  you. 


Generous  financial  aid  is 
available— up  to  full  tuition-  for 
United  Methodists  who  sense  a 
"calling"  into  full-time  Christian 
service  and  desire  to  enter 
Christian  ministry  as  a  vocation. 
For  further  information,  write  or 
call: 

Office  of  Admissions 
Hin»assee  College 
225  Hhvassee  College  Drive 
Madisonville ,  TN  37354 
1-800-356-2187 
OR 

(615)  442-3283 


Late  bishop's  namesake  church  extends  his  ministry 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

Though  United  Methodist  Bish¬ 
op  Joseph  B.  Bethea  died  unexpect¬ 
edly  March  12  at  age  62,  a 
three-year-old  congregation  lives  on 
in  his  name,  representing  his  dream 
of  racial  harmony. 

Bishop  Bethea,  the  first  black 
bishop  of  the  church’s  South  Caroli¬ 
na  regional  conference,  died  at  his 
Columbia  home  March  12  (see 
UMR,  March  24). 


The  life  of  the  late  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Bishop  Joseph  B.  Bethea  was 
celebrated  recently  even  as  plans 
were  made  for  his  term  as  head  of 
the  church’s  South  Carolina  area  to 
be  filled  (see  related  story  above). 

Retired  Bishop  Robert  H.  Spain 
of  Brentwood,  Tenn.,  was  nominat¬ 
ed  by  the  Southeastern  Jurisdiction 
College  of  Bishops  to  serve  until 
Sept.  1,  1996. 

Bishop  Spain  had  temporarily 


A  couple  of  months  earlier,  the 
bishop  was  cracking  jokes  as  he  par- 
ticipated  in  consecration  of  the 
Joseph  B.  Bethea  United  Methodist 
Church  some  1 0  miles  northwest  of 
Myrtle  Beach,  S.C. 

He  reportedly  ignited  laughter 
when  he  admitted  the  “joy  and  glee" 
he  felt  when  he  read  how  the  church 
building  bearing  his  name  stopped 
traffic  in  1994. 

The  building,  a  historic  structure 
c^onated  to  the  racially  mixed  con- 


headed  the  area  after  Bishop  Bethea 
was  hospitalized  for  two  months 
following  a  near-fatal  stabbing  in 
1992. 

The  church’s  African-American 
caucus,  Black  Methodists  for 
Church  Renewal,  in  its  annual  na¬ 
tional  conference  in  Charleston, 
S.C.,  memorialized  Bishop  Bethea 
at  a  communion  service  March  22. 

During  that  same  national  meet¬ 
ing,  Retired  Bishop  James  S. 


gregation,  had  to  be  moved  some  25 
miles  northwest  from  Murrells  In¬ 
let,  S.C.,  to  its  present  site.  The 
move  snarled  three  days’  traffic  and 
prompted  considerable  media  cov¬ 
erage. 

The  congregation  received  the 
gift  of  the  building  from  Belin  Me¬ 
morial  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Murrells  Inlet  in  1993  after  the  Be¬ 
lin  (pronounced  “Blain”)  congrega¬ 
tion  built  a  new  sanctuary. 

The  structure  was  built  in  1925 


Thomas  paid  a  special  tribute  to 
Bishop  Bethea  March  24  at  a  break¬ 
fast  meeting  for  alumni  of  Gammon 
Theological  Seminary  where  Bishop 
Bethea  attended. 

More  than  1 ,000  people  including 
numerous  church  leaders  and  more 
than  a  dozen  United  Methodist 
bishops  attended  funeral  services  in 
Columbia  March  16.  Additional 
services  were  held  in  Winston-Sa¬ 
lem,  N.C.,  March  17. 


by  the  Belin  congregation  out  of 
materials  from  ante-bellum  Oatland 
Methodist  Church. 

The  early  19th  century  church 
from  which  the  materials  came  was 
built  by  the  Rev.  James  E.  Belin,  a 
clergyman  of  considerable  wealth 
who  left  his  fortune  to  further  the 
work  of  the  Christian  faith. 

The  Belin  family  fortune  contin¬ 
ues  that  work  today.  The  Bethea 
congregation  received  a  $50,000 
grant  from  the  Belin  Trust  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  grants  from  the  church’s 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
to  enable  “the  twinkle  in  the  bish¬ 
op’s  eye”  to  become  a  reality. 

At  the  consecration  service,  the 
Belin  congregation  presented  the 
Bethea  congregation  a  gray-brown 
brick  from  the  church’s  original 
foundation  which  was  made  with 
slave  labor 

Local  press  reports  said  that  Bish¬ 
op  Bethea  called  the  consecreation 
a  celebration  of  the  congregation 
and  of  his  ministry.  He  said  he 
hoped  the  church  that  bears  his 
name  would  help  lead  the  way  for 


Bishop  Joseph  B.  Bethea 
. . .  his  church  stopped  traffic 


church  diversity. 

Hilda  Lee  Dail,  a  free-lance  writer 
in  Myrtle  Beach,  S.C.,  and  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  loseph  B.  Bethea  United 
Methodist  Church,  contributed  to 
this  story. 


United  Methodists  honor  bishop's  life 
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TALKING  TALKS:  Twenty-five  years  after 
a  plan  of  union  failed,  British  Methodists  and 
Anglicans  are  again  "talking  about  talks,”  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Methodist  Recorder  newspaper 
of  the  British  Methodist  Church.  Quoting  lead¬ 
ers  from  both  churches,  the  Methodist  Record¬ 
er  said  “there  is  more  hope  than  at  any  time 
since  [the  1969  vote],  that  full  organic  union 
might  be,  however  distant,  a  distinct  possibili¬ 
ty.” 

PROUD  OF  HIS  COUNTRY:  in 

South  Africa  “God  enabled  us  to  negotiate  a 
revolution,”  said  Bishop  Peter  Storey  of  the 
Methodist  Church  of  South  Africa  recently  dur¬ 
ing  his  first  visit  to  the  United  States  since  cre¬ 
ation  of  a  new  government  in  his  country  last 
year. 

CORRECTION:  A  story  in  the  March  24 
issue  should  have  identified  Bishop  Earl  G. 
Hunt  Jr.  as  president  of  the  United  Methodist 
Foundation  for  Evangelism,  not  immediate 
past  president.  The  Reporter  regrets  the  error. 

NEW  CHORES  IN  NORWAY:  United 

Methodist  churches  in  Norway  are  having  to  re¬ 
spond  to  social  problems  historically  met  by  the 
government,  according  to  Helen  Bynold  Thor- 
sen  of  Oslo.  Since  state  assistance  for  social 
problems  has  decreased,  Ms.  Thorsen  said,  the 
Norway  church’s  Board  of  Church  and  Society 
has  been  dealing  with  pressing  issues  related  to 
the  influx  of  refugees  and  political  exiles  from 
Bosnia,  high  unemployment,  drug  and  alcohol 
abuse,  senior  citizens’  needs  and  violence 
among  children  and  youth. 

LIBERIANS  SICK  OF  WAR:  They  did 

not  call  it  a  strike,  but  Liberian  religious  lead¬ 
ers — both  Christian  and  Muslim — urged  every¬ 
one  in  the  African  nation  to  stay  home  March  9 
and  pray  for  peace,  according  to  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Bishop  Arthur  F.  Kulah.  Liberians  are 
“sick  of  the  civil  war  that  has  devastated  their 
country  the  past  five  years,”  he  said. 

ENRICH  JOB  TRAINING:  Barbara 

Thompson,  staff  head  of  the  United  Methodist 
General  Commission  on  Religion  and  Race, 
and  Pamela  Sparr,  an  economist  with  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Global  Ministries  Women’s  Di¬ 
vision,  have  urged  that  instead  of  eliminating 
job  training  and  anti-poverty  programs,  the  U.S. 
Congress  should  enrich  them  to  help  people 
build  healthy  relationships  and  enhance  dignity 
and  participation  in  American  society. 


After  son  volunteered  dad,  years 
of  ministry  on  the  road  followed 


By  H.  WOODY  BAILEY 

To  John  Friedman,  disciple- 
ship  means  sleeves  rolled  up  and 
sharing  God’s  goodness. 

In  the  past  1 9  years,  this  semi- 
retired  crop  farmer  in  a  small 
community  in  Central  Illinois 
has  driven  61  roundtrips  to  de¬ 
pressed  areas  of  Appalachia  in 
Kentucky. 

He  did  it  alone,  mostly  at  his 
own  expense,  making  an  average 
of  three  trips  each  year  with  his 
“faithful”  3/4  ton  pickup  truck. 

Mr.  Friedman’s  Christian  wit¬ 
ness  and  caring  ministry  started 
in  1975.  With  an  amused  chuck¬ 
le,  he  relates  that  “it  actually  was 
my  generous  son  who  volun¬ 
teered  my  involvement  ....  but 
I’m  happy  he  was  so  obliging.” 

United  Methodists  in  Chats- 
worth  (population  1 ,200)  for 
years  had  collected  and  shipped 
boxes  of  clothing  to  needy  people 
in  Appalachia. 

“But  railroad  costs  got  to  be 


too  costly  for  the  charity-minded 
churchfolks,”  Mr.  Friedman  ex¬ 
plained.  “That’s  when,  at  a 
church  gathering,  my  son  spoke 
up,  volunteering,  ‘My  dad  will 
truck  the  clothing  down  to  Ken¬ 
tucky  for  you.’  ” 

As  a  loyal  member  of  his 
church,  Mr.  Friedman  didn’t 
have  to  think  long  about  accept¬ 
ing  the  challenge. 

“My  son’s  offer  on  my  behalf 
has  turned  into  61  trips  to  the 
Appalachian  region,  mostly  at 
our  own  expense  as  an  ‘As  ye  have 
done  it  unto  Me’  ministry.” 

Hauling  donated  garments  and 
bedding  on  the  1 , 000-mile  round 
trip  an  average  of  three  times 
each  year  cost  “about  $200  a 
trip.” 

“I’ve  driven  those  miles  so 
many  times  now  that  my  pickup 
practically  drives  itself  there  and 
back,”  he  said. 

Church  people  of  various  de¬ 
nominations  pitch  in.  He’s  had 


"My  son's  offer  on 
my  behalf  has  turned 
into  61  trips  to  the 
Appalachian  region, 
mostly  at  our  own 
expense. . 

— John  Friedman 


help  from  Mennonites,  Luther¬ 
ans,  Catholics  as  well  as  United 
Methodists  and  other  people 
“who  caught  the  spirit  of  giving 
once  the  word  got  around.” 

Most  of  their  help  was  in  col¬ 
lecting  goods  to  be  picked  up  by 
Mr.  Friedman. 

When  Mr.  Friedman  first  start¬ 
ed  his  roundtrip  missionary  tours 
to  Kentucky,  he  was  given  $100 
by  the  church.  But  no  longer, 
“that  stopped  a  long  time  ago,” 
he  said. 

Occasionally  someone  will  do- 
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When  shipping 
costs  became 
too  high  for  a 
small  church  in 
Central  Illinois 
to  continue  its 
clothing 
ministry  to 
depressed 
areas  in 
Kentucky, 
farmer  |ohn 
Friedman 
loaded  his 
pickup  truck 
and  went 
himself. 


nate  a  $20  bill  toward  the  proj¬ 
ect,  but  mostly  Mr.  Friedman 
pays  the  costs. 

“One  time,  especially,  the 
Lord  helped  me  in  a  curious 
way,”  he  said,  smiling  at  the 
memory. 

“My  kids  came  running  to  me 
all  excited  saying,  ‘Look,  Dad, 
what  you’ve  been  running  over 
for  two  weeks  in  the  driveway.’  I 
looked  inside  the  envelope, 
which  by  now  was  dirty  and  oily, 
and  there  was  $100.  I  advertised 
and  held  it  for  six  months  but  no¬ 
body  ever  claimed  it  so  I  got  half 
the  next  trip  to  Appalachia  paid 
for  with  expense  money  from 
heaven.” 

His  single-handed  discipleship 
has  touched  others.  Sometimes 
Mr.  Friedman  says  he’ll  walk 
into  a  restaurant  and  soon  some¬ 
one  will  say,  “You’re  the  guy 

who _ ”  He’ll  nod,  then  the 

next  day  he  may  find  10  boxes  of 
clothing  stacked  in  his  yard. 

“I’ve  been  given  boxes  of 
goods  still  in  store  wraps — got 
new  dresses  with  tags  still  on 
them,”  he  said. 

While  he’s  never  short  of  sup¬ 
plies  for  poor  recipients  of  Appa¬ 
lachia,  he  always  comes  up  short 
for  expense  money  to  get  it  all 
there. 

People  in  Appalachia  still  wait 
eagerly  for  the  arrivals  of  this 
“Pickup  Missionary”  from  Illi¬ 
nois. 

“They  never  turn  down  any¬ 
thing,”  Mr.  Friedman  said. 

“The  Lord  has  blessed  me  with 
health  and  strength  to  carry  on 
this  ministry,  and  I’m  grateful 
for  God’s  obvious  blessing.  It’s 
all  done  in  His  name.  We  each 
have  different  ways  for  witness¬ 
ing  for  God,  and  this  is  my  way.” 

He  figures  his  “missionary” 
pickup  has  hauled  over  80  tons 
of  Christian  witness  over  the 
years. 

Mr.  Bailey  is  a  free-lance  writ¬ 
er  in  Chatsworth,  III. 


Video  net 
to  air 
'issues' 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

The  first  of  four  video  tele¬ 
conferences  in  advance  of  the 
1996  United  Methodist  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  will  be  broad¬ 
cast  April  4  by  United 
Methodist  Communications. 

“The  State  of  the  Connec¬ 
tion,"  moderated  by  LaTonya 
Turner,  a  United  Methodist 
and  NBC  correspondent  from 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  will  air  live 
from  1  to  2  p.m.  Eastern 
Time.  The  satellite  coordi¬ 
nates  are  ATT  Telstar  401, 
transponder-channel  16. 

According  to  the  Rev.  Judy 
Weidman,  UMCom  chief  ex¬ 
ecutive,  the  teleconferences 
are  designed  to  “provide  an 
arena  where  people  with  dis¬ 
parate  views  can  come  togeth¬ 
er  and  model  ‘civil 
discourse.’  ”  A  toll-free  tele¬ 
phone  number  will  be  provid¬ 
ed  onscreen  for  viewer  call-in 
and  discussion. 

On  April  4,  key  issues  will 
include  the  state  of  The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  today, 
how  the  church  should  be 
changed,  how  a  vital  church 
may  look  in  the  21st  century 
and  what  things  offer  hope  for 
the  church’s  future. 

The  Rev.  Mark  Horst,  se¬ 
nior  pastor  of  Park  Avenue 
United  Methodist  Church  in 
Minneapolis,  will  speak  from 
the  perspective  of  what  is  be¬ 
ing  called  the  “Confessing 
Movement.” 

The  Rev.  Gary  Mueller, 
council  on  ministries  director 
for  the  North  Texas  Annual 
Conference,  will  discuss  the 
ideas  behind  “The  Aldersgate 
Covenant:  A  Call  to  Mission 
Renewal.” 

Future  teleconferences  lead¬ 
ing  up  to  General  Conference 
are  scheduled  for  May  23, 
Sept.  23  and  Nov.  1 1 . 
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With  a  big  lift  from  U.S.  Air  Force,  church  gets  supplies  to  Haiti 


Under  the 
government's 
Denton 
Amendment,  a 
part  of  the 
USAID 
program, 
military 
aircraft  can  be 
used  to  fly 
humanitarian 
relief 
throughout  the 
world.  In  Haiti 
with  delivered 
supplies  are, 
from  left,  Mary 
Garber,  the 
Rev.  Drew 
Harvey,  Micki 
Heard  and  the 
Rev.  Moise 
Isidore  of  the 
Methodist 
Church  in 
Haiti. 


By  DENISE  IOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

A  United  Methodist  couple’s 
dream  of  shipping  food  to  Haiti  be¬ 
came  a  reality  recently  when  they 
enlisted  the  muscle  of  U.S.  military 
personnel. 

On  Feb.  10,  an  Air  Force  C-130 


loaded  with  27,000  pounds  of  food, 
fertilizer,  seed  and  garden  tools  was 
flown  by  the  91 1th  Air  Wing,  based 
in  Pittsburgh,  to  the  Eglise  Metho- 
diste  d’Haiti  in  Port-au-Prince. 

This  fulfilled  the  dream  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Harold  Heard  of  Mt.  Leb¬ 
anon  United  Methodist  Church 


near  Pittsburgh. 

The  airlift  was  met  in  Port-au- 
Prince  with  jubilation. 

“Never  has  the  Haitian  church 
received  such  support  through  one 
local  church  in  America,”  the  Rev. 
Alain  Rocourt,  superintendent  of 
schools  and  of  the  Haiti  Methodist 


Publishing  House,  was  reported  to 
have  said. 

“The  airlift  was  simply  momen¬ 
tous.” 

Visited  there  9  times 

The  Heards  have  visited  Haiti 
nine  times  and  have  led  numerous 
work  teams  from  the  Mt.  Lebanon 
Church.  The  work  teams  have  as¬ 
sisted  in  water  projects,  school 
building  and  church  construction. 

Last  September,  the  Heards  and 
another  Mt.  Lebanon  member, 
Mary  Garber,  told  their  pastor,  the 
Rev.  Andrew  C.  Harvey,  of  their 
dream  to  take  a  planeload  of  sup¬ 
plies  to  Haiti. 

They  said  they  had  heard  that  the 
911th  often  flew  practice  maneu¬ 
vers.  Activities  during  practice  runs 
could  include  loading  and  unload¬ 
ing  water  and  cement  blocks. 

“Why  not  load  and  unload  useful 
food  and  supplies?”  they  asked. 

The  Heards  later  learned  of  the 
Denton  Amendment,  a  part  of  the 
USAID  program.  Under  the  Den¬ 
ton  Amendment,  military  aircraft 
can  be  used  to  fly  humanitarian  re¬ 
lief  throughout  the  world. 

The  program  is  named  after  Jere¬ 
miah  Denton,  a  former  Vietnam  pris¬ 
oner  of  war  and  later  a  U.S.  senator. 

Soon  the  plan  was  set  in  motion, 
and  Haitian  Methodists  were  con¬ 
tacted  with  the  details.  A  list  of 
needed  relief  supplies  compiled  in 
Haiti  by  Dr.  Rocourt  included: 

/  9,000  pounds  of  fertilizer, 

•f  400  garden  tools; 

•f  1,000  pounds' of  seed  potatoes; 

/  1,000  pounds  of  bean  seed; 

/  Boxed,  ready-to-eat  food  for 
distribution  to  Haitian  families. 

With  the  leadership  of  their  pas¬ 
tor,  the  Heards  took  their  dream  to 
the  local  church  mission  commis¬ 
sion  and  then  to  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  regional  conference. 

“Soon  churches  all  over  Western 
Pennsylvania  were  filling  boxes,” 
said  Dr.  Harvey. 

About  1 1 ,000  pounds  of  food  was 
donated  by  Mt.  Lebanon.  Another 
140  boxes  weighing  5,000  pounds 
were  filled  by  other  churches. 

Church  members  worked  with 
Dr.  Harvey  and  the  Heards  to  raise 
additional  funds  to  purchase  the 
supplies. 


By  mid-January  all  was  ready — 
all,  that  is,  except  permission  from 
the  Haitian  government  to  bring  in 
the  supplies.  This  permission  was 
granted  orally  but  somehow  never 
in  writing. 

“That’s  where  faith  really  entered 
the  picture,”  Dr.  Harvey  said.  “The 
Heards  and  I  decided  to  sign  a 
waiver  promising  to  pay  whatever 
duty  was  required. 

“This  satisfied  the  U.S.  authori¬ 
ties  who  granted  permission  for  the 
Denton  project  to  begin.  Later,  the 
duty  was  waived,  since  the  food  and 
supplies  were  sent  to  a  U.S.  military 
base.” 

The  Heards,  Ms.  Garber  and  Dr. 
Harvey  traveled  to  Haiti  early  to 
ensure  that  the  Haitians  were  ready 
to  receive  the  airlift. 

They  found  that  the  Rev.  Moises 
Isidore,  chairman  of  the  Methodist 
Church  of  Haiti,  had  arranged  for 
trucks  to  meet  the  plane.  Needing 
further  assistance,  the  Mt.  Lebanon 
group  met  with  Major  Randy 
Hampton  of  the  USAID  office  in 
Haiti. 

“First,  we  needed  approval  as  ci¬ 


vilians  to  enter  a  military  base,” 
continued  Dr.  Harvey.  “Then,  we 
needed  additional  volunteers  in  un¬ 
loading  the  supplies. 

“The  major  also  secured  a  fork¬ 
lift,  armed  guards  and  special  light¬ 
ing  for  nighttime  unloading." 

Compassion  shown 

“I  have  seldom  seen  such  Chris¬ 
tian  compassion  from  anyone  as  I 
saw  in  the  concern  of  our  U.S. 
troops  and  officers  in  Haiti!”  Dr. 
Harvey  exclaimed. 

Twenty-four  hours  later,  the  load¬ 
ed  C-130  landed  in  Haiti.  American 
soldiers  volunteered  to  join  with 
Haitian  Methodists  in  transferring 
the  heavy  boxes,  tools  and  bags  of 
fertilizer  to  waiting  trucks. 

The  vehicles  were  directed  to  a 
Methodist-controlled  warehouse. 
The  supplies  will  be  distributed  un¬ 
der  the  watchful  eye  of  Danielle  Isi¬ 
dore,  brother  of  the  church  chairman 
and  also  a  trained  agronomist. 

“The  faith  of  the  Haitian  Method¬ 
ist  Church  is  deep,”  Dr.  Harvey  said. 
“The  Christian  community  is  the  real 
hope  of  the  future  for  Haiti.” 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  SI. 40  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per 
insertion,  $28.00  minimum  charge  for  up  to  20 
words.  Blind  ads  $21.00  plus  add  $11.20  for 

POSITIONS  AVAIALABLE:  NEW  MEXICO 
Boys  Ranch  is  seeking  married  Christian  couples 
to  serve  as  houseparents  or  houseparents-in- 
training  for  boys  ages  10  to  18.  Compensation  in- 

FREE  “25  IDEAS  FOR  MINISTRY  By,  With, 

and  For  Senior  Adults."  Send  business-size 
SASE  to:  Senior  Adult  Ministries,  1404  Su- 
bella  Drive,  Ste.  R-l,  Columbia,  MO  65203. 

Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on  con¬ 
tract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  approved 
in  advance.  Products  and  services  go  through 
an  approval  process.  We  work  two  weeks  in  ad- 

eludes  salary,  room  and  board  and  benefits. 
Training  is  provided.  If  interested  call  the  Per¬ 
sonnel  Department  at  (505)  881-3363  or  send  re¬ 
sume  to:  Houseparent,  P.O.  Box  9251  1, 
Albuquerque,  NM  87199-2511. 

“DO  YOU  WANT  TO  ADOPT  A  BABY?" 
Methodist  Mission  Home/San  Antonio  now 
accepting  applications.  Texas  and  New  Mexico 
residents  call  (2 1 0)  696-702 1  for  information. 

vance  of  an  issue  date. 

PROGRAM  COORDINATOR:  700-member 

church  seeking  creative  energetic  person  for 
full-time  position  beginning  June  1995.  Salary 
and  benefits  commensurate  with  experience. 
Send  resume  and  job  description  requests  to: 
Rev.  Gorton  Smith.  St.  Paul's  UMC,  7000  Ed- 
gemere,  El  Paso,  TX  79925. 

METHODIST  MISSION  HOME,  SAN  Anto¬ 
nio  seeks  Director  of  Development.  Advanced 
degree,  5  years  development  or  related  experi¬ 
ence.  Knowledge  of  United  Methodist  Church 
preferred.  CFRE  a  plus.  Position  requires  ex¬ 
tensive  travel.  Send  resume  to:  Larry  Watson, 
President,  Methodist  Mission  Home,  6487 
Whitby  Road,  San  Antonio,  TX  78240.  Posi¬ 
tion  available  July  1st. 

KJV  DOS  (BB10),  Strongs  Hebrew  and  Greek 
Lex.,  topic  cross  reference  $19  (Scholars  version 
available)  Windows  (BB20)/  MAC  (BB50):  Bible 
KJV,  topic  cross  reference,  bible  dictionary,  Mat. 
Henry’s  com.  $28  CD-ROM  (BB60):  19  Bibles, 

25  ref.  plus  more  $68.  Call  now  24  hours  1-800- 
991-3004,  ext.  4.  V1SA/MC. 

GROWING  1800-MEMBER  CHURCH  look¬ 

ing  for  full-time  Director  of  Music  Ministry. 

STEEPLES  REPAIRED,  SHINGLED,  painted. 

Sanctuaries  repaired,  painted.  Interior  and  exteri- 

Send  resume  and  tapes  to:  Search  Committee, 
101  West  Dakin  Ave.,  Kissimmee,  FL  34741. 

ASSOCIATE  DIRECTOR  FAMILY/Children 

Ministries,  Memphis  CCOM.  Christian  Educa- 

or  painting.  Texas/surrounding  states.  Patrick 
Brothers  Co.  and  Associates,  (214)  747-8710. 

Deadline:  April  1,  1995. 

tion  background  or  master’s  degree.  Ground- 

SEE  THE  GREAT  PASSION  PLAY  in  Eureka 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  NEEDED  TO  as¬ 

sume  responsibilities  for  well-established 
youth  program  at  a  4000-member  church  in 
Northwest  Texas.  Clergy  or  lay  person  accept¬ 
able.  Position  available  June  1.  Experience 

ing  in  United  Methodism.  Salary  negotiable. 
Benefits:  health  and  life  insurance,  pension, 
IRS  mileage.  Resume  by  May  15:  Dr.  Jim 
Holmes,  575  Lambuth  Blvd.,  Jackson,  TN 
38301.(901)427-8589. 

Springs,  Ark.!  $3 1  pkg  for  groups  now  includes 
the  best  ($13.00)  tickets,  plus  lodging  and 
meals!  Where  one  call  does  it  all:  Keller's 
Country  Dorm  Resort.  (501)  253-8418. 

preferred.  Send  resumes  to:  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  1411  Broadway,  Lubbock,  TX 
79401.  Telephone  (806)  763-4607  or  Fax  (806) 
763-7252. 

FREE  PAMPHLET,  "SEVEN  WORDS  FROM 
the  Cross."  Send  $1  postage.  Rev.  David  Dow- 
nin,  R.D.  2,  Jersey  Shore,  PA  1 7740-9536. 

of  the  United  Methodist  Reporter?  To  find  out  how 
you  can  have  your  very  own  church  newspaper  with 
your  church  as  front  page  news  contact:  Ron 

CHURCH  SOFTWARE-  COMPLETE  finance 
and  membership  programs  for  United  Meth- 

Thomas,  or  Kay  Fielder,  UMR  Communications 
Group,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275. 

Or  call  (214)  630-6495  or  1-800-947-0207. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  POSITION  available 

at  vital  2800-member  downtown  church.  Send  re¬ 
sume  to:  Ray  E.  Robinson,  First-Centenary  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  208, 
Chattanooga,  TN  37401. 

Software,  P.O.  Box  468,  Whitesboro,  TX 
76273-0468.  (800)  241-2624,  (903)  564-7946. 

ISRAEL.  SEE  THE  HOLY  LAND.  Organize 

10  people  and  travel  free.  10  days/9  nights. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES,  First 

United  Methodist  Church,  Montgomery,  Ala¬ 
bama  (3100  members).  Responsibilities:  Di¬ 
rect  adult/youth  choirs.  Supervise  children’s 
choirs/hand  bells/  music  program.  Salary  com¬ 
mensurate  with  skills  and  experience.  Send  ap¬ 
plication:  Dr.  Karl  K.  Stegall,  Search 
Committee,  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
P.O.  Box  6150,  Montgomery,  AL  36106. 

All/part  of  June  12-July  12.  Great  vacation  op¬ 
portunity.  Less  than  three  hours  via  interstate 
to  San  Antonio.  Details  (915)  387-2684. 

AVAILABLE:  60  OAK  UPHOLSTERED 
chairs  used  in  chapel.  Need  recovering.  Please 
contact:  Methodist  Home  for  Children,  4300 

PART-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  Minis¬ 

tries  for  1400  church  in  DFW  metroplex.  Co¬ 
ordinate  music  ministries  for  three  services; 
direct  chancel  choir  and  adult  handbell  choir. 
Send  resume,  salary  history  and  references  to: 
Music  Search  Committee,  First  UMC,  601 
Pleasant  Ridge,  Mansfield,  TX  76063. 

Monument  Rd.,  Philadelphia,  PA  19131-1690, 
(215)  877-1925. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDREN’S  MINISTRIES: 
Responsible  for  pre-school,  after-school  care, 
and  children’s  church  school  programs.  Will 
work  in  concert  with  other  children’s  minis¬ 
tries  staff.  Qualified  applicants  should  have  at 
least  a  bachelor’s  degree  and  substantive  ad¬ 
ministrative  experience.  MRE  and  Christian 
education  experience  highly  desirable.  Salary 
commensurate  with  experience.  Letters  of  ap¬ 
plication  and  vitae  should  be  sent  to:  Moody 
Memorial  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
2803  53rd  Street,  Galveston,  TX  77551.  Please 
reply  by  April  1 .  j 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION- 

1 200-member  church.  Strong  people  and  lead- 
ership  skills  for  established  program.  Experi¬ 
enced  preferred.  Salary  negptiable.  Send 
resume  to:  Temple  Terrace  United  Methodist 
Church,  5030  E.  Busch  Blvd.,  Tampa,  FL 
33617. 

FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH, 

Morristown,  TN,  seeks  full-time  Director  of 
Youth  Ministries  with  some  future  responsibil¬ 
ities  in  recreation  and  Leisure  Ministries.  Sala¬ 
ry  and  benefits  are  negotiable  depending  on 
training  and  experience.  Submit  resume  and 
references  to:  Staff-Parish  Relations  Search 
Committee,  101  E.  First  N.  St.,  Morristown, 
TN  37814. 

CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION/YOUTH  Profes¬ 

sional  wanted  by  high  energy,  growing  Dallas 
suburb  church.  Salary  commensurate  with  ex¬ 
perience.  Responsible  for  leading  CE  for  chil- 
dren  and  youth,  and  MYF  programs.  Send 
resume  to:  Vicki  Cansler,  P.O.  Box  286,  Cop¬ 
pell,  TX  75019.  Phone  inquiries  to:  Sue  Ann  or 
Lee.  (214)  462-0471. 

OPEN  POSITION:  ASSISTANT  GENERAL 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  for 

large  church’s  vital  youth  program.  Full-time 
position.  Send  resume  by  April  15th  to:  Alan 
Ebright,  Chairperson,  Search  Committee,  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  330  N.  Broadway, 
Wichita,  KS  67202.  (316)  267-6244  (ext.  239). 

Secretary  in  Administration-  Women’s  Divi¬ 
sion,  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries- 
United  Methodist  Church  located  in  New 
York  City  with  travel  required.  Responsibil¬ 
ities  include:  Coordinating/implementina  all 
executive  administrative  functions  for  Worn- 
en’s  Division  of  mission  organization,  both  in 
headquarters  office  and  at  field  level.  E.G.  Co¬ 
ordinate  preparation  of  annual  report,  plan/ 
control  archives,  supervise  regional  staff;  etc. 
Requirements:  Membership  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church  is  mandatory.  Membership 
in  United  Methodist  Women  is  desirable.  Mas- 

WALNUT  HILL  UNITED  METHODIST 

Church,  10066  Marsh  Lane,  Dallas.  TTC  75229, 
seeking  part-time  musician,  emphasis  in  key¬ 
board  and  accompanying.  Primary  responsibil¬ 
ities  to  include:  accompanying  chancel  choir 
and  children’s  choirs  for  renearsals/services  as 
needed.  Candidate  should  possess  strong  key¬ 
board,  transposition,  and  sight  reading  skills. 
Ability  to  improvise  a  plus.  Send  resume  to 
church,  attention:  Director  of  Music. 

NEEDED:  DIRECTOR  CHRISTIAN  Educa¬ 
tion.  Responsibilities  include  leading  youth, 
overseeing  education  program.  Salary  and 
benefits  negotiable.  Please  send  application, 
date  available,  and  resume  to:  Hollywood  Hills 
UMC,  400  North  35  Ave.,  Hollywood,  FL 
33021,  attn:  Rev.  Laite. 

POSITION  AVAILABLE:  WESTERN  Penn- 

gree  with  significant  experience.  Minimum  of 

5  years  experience  in  executive  administration 
at  national  level.  For  application,  job  descrip¬ 
tion,  please  contact:  Human  Resources  De¬ 
partment,  Phone:  (212)  870-3666,  Fax:  (212) 
870-3834,  Reference  position  WM-10.  Equal 
opportunity  employer. 

PANAMA  CANAL  STANDBY  CRUISE  from 

$1,399-  16  days  New  Orleans  to  San  Francis¬ 
co.  Leave  May  2,  1995.  Air  add  on  $400.  First 
on  standby  list  first  to  be  confirmed.  Not 
available  in  all  states.  Call  (713)  397-2009  for 
application. 

sylvania  Annual  Conference  Council  on  Minis¬ 
tries  Director.  Laity  or  clergy  may  apply. 
Postmark  applications  with  resume  no  later 
than  April  Ttn.  Send  to:  Bishop  George  W.  Ba- 
shore,  UMC  Center,  1204  Freedom  Road, 
Cranberry  Twp.,  PA  16066-4914. 
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Called  Home'  benefit  set 

odist  Home  of  New  Orleans  is  to  benefit  from  the  first  annual  dinner 
The  event  with  the  theme,  “A  Place  Called  Home,”  will  feature  dishes 
f  the  Crescent  City’s  finest  restaurants. 

for  Thursday,  May  4,  from  7  to  9:30  p.m.,  the  benefit  will  be  in  the 
and  Mrs.  Emest  Howard,  220  Vincent  Ave.,  Metairie, 
ydist  Home  of  New  Orleans,  opened  in  1886,  provides  foster  therapeu- 
bused  children  emotionally  disturbed  by  their  predicaments.  The  pro- 
,„c  largest  of  its  kind  in  Louisiana.  A  new  program  of  foster  care  for 
children  no  longer  in  need  of  therapy  was  recently  started. 


LEFT:  Friends  of 
The  Methodist 
Home  of  New 
Orleans  plan  the 
benefit,  "A  Place 
Called  Home.” 
FROM  LEFT,  are 
Babs  Mollere  and 
Margaret  Schu- 
ber,  cochairs; 
Patty  Habeeb, 
food  and  enter¬ 
tainment  chair, 
and  Brenda 
Howard,  hostess. 

General  Conference  pages,  marshals 

And  beyond  the  Louisiana  Conference  . . .  People  who  want  to  serve  as  pages  or 
marshals  at  the  April  16-26,  1996  UM  General  Conference  in  Denver  may  write  to 
General  Conference,  General  Council  on  Finance  and  Administration,  1200  Davis 
St.,  Evanston  IL  60201. 

Sojourner  Truth  Award  nominations  due 

A  highlight  of  the  Commission  on  the  Status  and  Role  of  Women’s  luncheon  dur¬ 
ing  Annual  Conference  each  year  is  the  awarding  of  the  Sojourner  Troth  Award. 

Nominations  for  this  year’s  award  are  being  accepted  and  must  be  postmarked 
by  midnight  May  8. 

All  nominations  must  contain  information  about  the  nominee  which  character¬ 
izes  an  outstanding  woman  in  Louisiana  United  Methodism.  Her  contributions 
should  make  her  stand  out  as  a  caring  Christian  to  her  congregation  and  communi¬ 
ty.  Both  clergy  and  lay  women  may  be  nominated. 

Send  applications  to:  Felicity  UMC,  COSROW,  c/o  Rev.  Marva  L.  Mitchell, 
1669  N.  Roman  St.,  New  Orleans  LA  70116. 


Church  honors  member  on  100th  birthday 


“What  a  Friend  We  Have  in  Jesus,”  favorite  hymn  of  Mary  Elizabeth  Thompson 
McKee,  was  among  those  sung  and  played  at  a  Centennial  Birthday  Festival  hosted 
by  her  church,  St.  Paul  UMC,  Shreveport. 

Attending  the  100th  birthday  celebration  March  6  were  family  and  church  mem¬ 
bers  and  other  friends  —  more  than  100  guests,  reports  Rev.  Caria  M.  Sneed,  a  life¬ 
long  family  friend,  and  Rev.  G.  L.  Thomas,  pastor  of  St.  Paul.  “For  65  years  she  has 
been  a  member  of  the  church  and  we  are  grateful  for  her  continued  faithfulness,” 

Thomas  said. 

Mrs.  McKee’s 
granddaughter,  Linda 
Tyson,  said  that  al¬ 
though  people  could 
not  Find  tangible  evi¬ 
dence  of  the  life  of  her 
grandmother  in 
“Who’s  Who”  list¬ 
ings,  “her  life  is 
stamped  in  the  hearts 
of  her  family,  church 
family,  neighbors  and 
other  friends.” 

Mrs.  McKee  also 
has  been  a  member  of 
Keithville  UMC  and 
Daniel  Chapel.  “She 
is  always  willing  to 
share  and  her  life  is 
one  of  love,  prayer, 
counseling  and  com¬ 
passion,  especially  for 
the  sick  and  needy,” 
Tyson  said. 

Friends  said  Mrs. 
McKee  had  willingly 
shared  her  time  teach¬ 
ing  children  how  to 
read.  Neighbors  said 
that  when  she  raised  a 
garden,  she  gave  most 
of  the  produce  away. 


ABOVE:  Mary  Elizabeth  Thompson  McKee,  LEFT, 
who  was  honored  by  St.  Paul  UMC,  Shreveport,  on 
her  100th  birthday,  is  pictured  with  her  daughter, 
Clarice  McKee  Tyson. 


Basic  visitation  workshop 

Pastors  and  laity  are  invited  to  participate  in  a  Basic  Visitation  Workshop  slated 
for  Saturday,  April  29,  in  Wesley  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  Lusinda  Warren,  diaconal 
minister,  announces.  The  event  will  be  held  from  8:30  a.m.  to  noon  with  registra¬ 
tion  set  for  8:30  to  8:45  a.m. 

Facilitator  is  Pat  Davis,  chaplain  of  pastoral  care  at  Baton  Rouge  General  Medi¬ 
cal  Center.  Host  pastor  is  Rev.  Freddie  Henderson  Sr. 


Daisy  Larry,  LEFT,  and  Okenzie  Bowie,  members  of  St.  Mark  UMC,  Alexan¬ 
dria,  are  pictured  at  Perkins  School  of  Theology  in  Dallas  where  they  re¬ 
cently  attended  Laity  Week.  Their  studies  were  on  "Preparing  the  Local 
Church  for  the  21st  Century"  and  "Wesleyan  Spirituality  Sung  and 
Preached." 


Wideman  Family  gives  property 
to  First  UM  Church  in  Minden 


First  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Minden  recently  was  recipient  of  a 
piece  of  property  in  the  center  of  the 
town  of  Minden,  the  Rev.  Mike 
McLaurin,  pastor,  announces. 

The  gift  was  made  by  the  Wideman 
family,  originally  of  Homer.  The  father 
of  Rev.  Fred  Wideman,  Carter  Wide¬ 
man,  organized  the  gift  with  his  broth¬ 
ers  and  sisters. 

Included  is  a  building  with  over 
14,000  square-feet  of  space.  Construct¬ 
ed  before  World  War  II,  the  structure 
has  housed  auto  dealerships  and  a  feed 
and  seed  store. 

There  are  no  current  plans  for  the  use 
of  the  property,  McLaurin  said,  al¬ 


though  a  variety  of  suggestions  have 
been  made. 

There  is  the  possibility  of  using  the 
property  for  off-street  parking  which  is 
badly  needed  by  the  Minden  congrega¬ 
tion.  Or  if  the  structure  is  retained,  it 
could  be  used  as  a  multi-purpose  build¬ 
ing.  The  congregation  appreciates  the 
possibilities  the  gift  affords.  How  best 
to  use  the  donated  property  is  being 
studied. 

“This  wonderful  gift  to  the  church  is 
a  great  example  of  how  people  can  ad¬ 
vance  the  cause  of  Jesus  Christ  through 
giving  to  The  United  Methodist 
Church,"  McLaurin  said. 


Young  adults  in  the  College  and  Career  Class  at  UMC  of  Loranger 
are,  FROM  LEFT,  FRONT  ROW,  Chrissie  Vaughn,  Marsha  Faunce, 
Laurie  Mayeaux,  Julie  Faust,  Nelda  Faust,  Darlene  Carrier  and 
Dianna  Carrier,  and  FROM  LEFT,  SECOND  ROW,  Kerry  Bertrand, 
Glynn  Bertrand,  Ehryn  Samuels,  Erika  Samuels,  Grant  Berne  and 
teacher,  Sheree  Brown.  _ u _ 

Loranger  church  relates 
to  commuting  SLU  students 


Southeastern  Louisiana  Univer¬ 
sity  in  Hammond  is  the  fastest 
growing  college  in  the  United 
States  with  its  enrollment  of 
13,000.  Finding  a  place  to  park 
near  the  Wesley  Foundation  is  a 
challenge,  Rev.  Tim  Hamilton,  di¬ 
rector,  reports.  An  ordained  Pres¬ 
byterian  minister,  he  served  for 
several  years  in  Latin  America  and 
worked  with  the  UM  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

Students,  staff  and  faculty  who 
reside  in  Hammond  meet  weekly  at 
the  Foundation  and  are  provided 
with  a  nurturing  Christian  atmo¬ 
sphere. 

However,  the  Wesley  Founda¬ 
tion  seeks  to  Find  ways  to  minister 
to  students  who  commute  to  classes 
and  leave  immediately  after  to  re¬ 
turn  to  jobs  and  families.  More 
than  half  the  student  population  at 
SLU  is  over  25.  Many  are  single 
parents  who  work  to  pay  tuition 
and  support  families. 

Hamilton  accepts  invitations  to 
speak  in  area  churches  in  order  to 
establish  relationships  between 
campus  ministries  and  the  local 
church. 

When  he  accepted  the  invitation 
of  Rev.  John  Locascio,  pastor  of 
the  UMC  in  Loranger,  to  visit  the 
small  church,  Hamilton  was  de¬ 
lighted  and  surprised  to  Find  a  Col¬ 
lege  and  Career  Class  of  about  20 
students,  all  of  whom  commute  to 
SLU. 

Last  spring,  Sheree  Brown,  a  for¬ 
mer  youth  director  who  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  congregation,  agreed  to 
start  the  class.  From  three  students, 
membership  soon  grew  to  21.  The 
class  has  an  average  attendance  of 
16. 

Brown  attributes  the  growth  to 
the  presence  of  the  Holy  Spirit  and 
to  the  church’s  response  to  spiritual 
needs  in  the  community.  Locascio 


said  Brown’s  love  for  the  students 
is  a  critical  ingredient. 

“A  lot  of  prayer  goes  into  prepa- 
ration  and  study  each  week,” 
Brown  said.  “I  pray  for  each  stu¬ 
dent  individually  and  speak  with 
each  of  them  during  the  week.” 

Often  the  students  call  her  to  dis¬ 
cuss  problems  or  to  ask  for  advice 
and  prayers.  This  personal  contact 
helps  her  select  scriptures  and  top¬ 
ics  that  deal  with  problems  faced 
by  young  adults. 

Grant  Benne,  an  SLU  student, 
said  the  class  helps  him  focus  on 
the  week  ahead.  Darlene  Carrier, 
who  graduated  from  SLU  last  year, 
commutes  to  Baton  Rouge  for  her 
job  with  a  law  Firm.  She  and  her  sis¬ 
ter,  Dianna,  a  teacher  in  the  Lor¬ 
anger  public  schools  and  a  graduate 
student  at  SLU,  said  the  class  en¬ 
ables  them  to  put  their  “spiritual 
priorities  in  order.” 

The  class  has  assessed  spiritual 
needs  and  established  goals.  Mem¬ 
bers  discuss  ways  to  be  more  effec¬ 
tive  in  their  tasks  of  work  and 
study.  They  also  are  encouraged  to 
be  responsive  to  needs  in  the  com¬ 
munity. 

Brown  has  observed  an  increase 
in  the  young  adults’  commitment 
to  the  church.  “And  they  have 
learned  the  power  of  prayer,”  she 
added. 

Hamilton  cites  the  class  as  an  ex¬ 
ample  of  what  can  be  done  when 
members  of  a  small,  rural  church 
“open  their  hearts  and  imagina¬ 
tions  to  Christian  service.” 

He  concluded,  “The  church  has 
developed  a  grassroots  solution  to 
the  challenge  of  reaching  young 
adults  in  Loranger.  In  addition, 
they  have  provided  a  model  of 
ministry  for  other  congregations  of 
the  Conference  within  commuting 
range  of  colleges  and  universities.” 


Sheree  Brown 
and  Rev.  )ohn 
Locascio  dis¬ 
cuss  Loranger's 
College  and 
Career  Class. 


A  new  version 
of  the  chain  letter 


An  Illinois  pastor  has  come  up  with  an  alternative  to  the  appointive  system. 

Any  church  that  wants  a  change  of  pastors  would  write  six  other  churches 
who  also  are  tired  of  their  pastors  and  desire  a  change.  Each  church  would  ship 
its  pastor  to  the  church  on  the  bottom  of  the  list. 

According  to  this  new  method  of  pastoral  changes,  the  initiating  church 
should  receive  1,643  potential  pastors  within  one  week.  Surely,  one  of  them 
should  be  perfect.  But  be  careful,  if  you  break  the  chain,  you  get  your  old  pastor 
back. 

I  wonder  if  the  plan  could  work  a  different  way.  Each  pastor  would  send  a  list  of 
six  lay  persons  who  have  been  critical  of  the  pastor  to  six  different  pastors  . . . 


Bishop  William  Oden 


Holy  Week  services  to  begin 
with  children  carrying  palms 


One  of  the  most  sacred  times  of  the  church  year  is  Holy  Week  wh 
gins  with  Palm  Sunday  on  April  9  and  includes  Maundy  or  Holy  Thi 
on  April  13  and  Good  Friday  on  April  14.  Then  on  Easter  Sunday, 
16,  the  joy  of  the  resurrection  is  celebrated. 

On  Palm  Sunday  many  Louisiana  ■  .  »  • 

Conference  churches  will  begin  mom-  I  /\L.Ivl 

ing  services  with  a  processional  of  chil-  U[7,  *  ■  x  / 

dren  in  the  congregation  carrying  palm  v  d  l\i 

fronds.  During  the  week,  churches  will 
hold  special  services. 

A  Children’s  Processional  of  Palms 
and  a  Consecration  of  the  1995  Care 
Team  are  planned  as  part  of  the  10:15 
a.m.  worship  service  on  Palm  Sunday  at 
Jefferson  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  where 
Rev.  Carol  S.  Winn  is  pastor. 


The  Last  Supper 

At  7  p.m.  Maundy  Thursday  the 
church  will  have  in  memory  of  The  Last 
Supper,  a  Service  of  Darkness  and  the 
Stripping  of  the  Altar. 

On  Good  Friday,  Jefferson  will  be 

Clergy  women 
plan  spiritual 
renewal  time 

The  Annual  Clergy  Women’s  Re¬ 
treat  will  be  held  April  20-22  which 
promises  to  be  for  them  a  time  of 
spiritual  renewal  and  spiritual  em¬ 
powerment. 

The  clergy 
women  this  year 
are  inviting  diaco¬ 
nal  ministers  to 
join  them  for  the 
event  at  Mary  Hill 
Retreat  Center  in 
Pineville,  Rev. 

Marva  L.  Mitch¬ 
ell,  chair,  said. 

Cochairs  are 
Rev.  Karen  Eden- 


Dr.  Tyler-Wayman 


Field  and  Rev.  Elizabeth  Northern 

Dr.  Phyllis  Jeanette  Tyler-Way¬ 
man  of  the  General  Board  of  Disci- 
pleship  in  Nashville  will  be  the 
leader.  She  is  director  of  the  board’s 
program  units  on  Covenant  Disci- 
pleship  and  Christian  Formation. 
Author  of  Guidelines  for  Class 
Leaders,  she  has  written  for  other 
UM  publications. 

At  the  retreat,  clergy  women  of 
Louisiana  will  join  for  prayer,  wor- 
ship,  praise  and  covenanting, 
Mitchell  said.  In  addition  to  the 
guest  speaker,  Louisiana  clergy 
women  will  participate  in  leading 
morning  and  midday  devotions  and 
evening  services  of  Holy  Commu¬ 
nion,  Healing  and  Reaffirmation  of 
the  Baptismal  Covenant.  Times  of 
spiritual  sharing  will  also  include 
meditation,  hymn-singing,  scrip- 
ture-readmg  and  creativity. 

To  register  write:  Rev.  Karen 
Edenfield,  P.O.  Box  95,  Quitman 
LA  71268.  The  fee  of  $50  includes 
room  and  meals.  Details  about  what 
to  bring,  scholarships  and  the  CEUs 
available  also  will  be  provided. 


open  for  prayer  from  6  to  8  p.m.  There 
will  be  Seven  Devotional  Altars  for  the 
seven  last  words. 

Seven  Baton  Rouge  District  ministers 
and  choirs  from  several  churches  will  par¬ 
ticipate  in  the  “Seven  Last  Words”  pre¬ 
sentations  during  a  Good  Friday,  April 
14,  service  in  Wesley  UMC,  Baton 
Rouge.  The  service  is  to  begin  at  9  a.m. 

Pastors,  each  presenting  one  of  the 
last  words  will  be:  Rev.  Roger  Lathan, 
pastor  Camphor  UMC;  Rev.  Wilbert  C. 
August,  retired  UMC  minister;  Rev.  Em- 
mitt  Collins,  pastor,  Wesley  UMC,  Boon- 
eville;  Rev.  Freddie  Henderson,  pastor, 
Wesley  UMC,  Baton  Rouge;  Rev.  Carolyn 
Stokes,  pastor,  Hartzell  UMC  and  Wes¬ 
ley  Foundation,  Southern  University;  Rev. 
W  illiam  Miller,  pastor  Hughes  Memori¬ 
al-Genesis  LIM  Charge,  and  Rev.  Clar¬ 
ence  Hillard,  Jordan  UMC,  Baton 
Rouge-St.  Peter  in  Maringouin. 

Offerings  taken  during  the  service 
will  benefit  People’s  Community  Center 
and  Lafon  Home,  both  in  New  Orleans 
and  Sager-Brown  Center  for  Enabling 
Ministries  in  Baldwin,  La. 

Dramatic  Presentation 

On  Maundy  Thursday  at  7  p.m.  the 
United  Methodist  Men  of  First  UMC, 
DeRiddder,  will  present  “The  Living 
Last  Supper.”  In  this  dramatic  presen¬ 
tation,  the  12  apostles  speak  their 
minds  as  they  search  their  hearts  when 
they  hear  Jesus  say,  “One  of  you  who 
dips  his  bread  in  the  cup  will  betray 
me.”  They  ask,  “Is  it  I?” 

The  church  choir  is  to  provide  music. 

Joining  in  will  be  several  men  from 
Squires  UMM  in  Ragley. 

A  fellowship  time  is  planned  in  the 
church  hall  after  the  drama. 

Season  of  healing 

For  the  Christian,  the  basic  purpose 
of  spiritual  healing  is  to  renew  and 
strengthen  one’s  relationship  with  the 
living  Christ.  On  Sunday,  April  2,  at  the 
evening  service,  Henning  Memorial 
UMC,  Sulphur,  held  a  service  of  healing 
as  a  part  of  the  Lenten  season.  “The 
root  of  the  word  healing  in  the  New 
Testament  Greek,  sozo ,  is  the  same  as 
that  of  salvation  and  wholeness,"  Rev. 
Fred  Wideman  said. 

“Many  in  our  church  communities 
have  burdens  of  grief,  illness,  divorce,  per¬ 
sonal  tragedy  and  family  struggles,  the  re¬ 
sult  of  which  brings  about  pain,  suffering, 
loneliness  and  separation  from  God." 

He  added,  “The  healing  service  was 
planned  so  that  through  prayer,  Holy 
Communion,  the  laying  on  of  hands 
and  the  anointing  of  oil,  lives  and  rela- 
tionships  with  God  and  humanity 
might  be  strengthened.” 

After  the  10:30  a.m.  worship  service 
on  Palm  Sunday,  members  of  Henning 
will  go  to  Citgo  Park  for  an  Easter  egg 
hunt  and  picnic. 
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The  faith  that 
centers  on  a  cross 

F  Lenten 

|  Editorial  Series 


Sixth  in  a  series 

A  cross — some  in  shiny  elabo¬ 
rate  metal,  others  in  rough-hewn 
wood — adorns  the  front  of  most 
United  Methodist  sanctuaries. 

The  cross’s  prominent  location 
within  the  worship  space  speaks  to 
Christians'  understanding  of  the 
centrality  of  Jesus  and  the  death 
He  endured.  The  centrality  is  af¬ 
firmed  whether  the  cross  contains 
Jesus'  image,  as  in  Roman  Catho¬ 
lic  and  Orthodox  traditions,  or 
whether  His  image  is  absent,  as  in 
Protestant  tradition. 

Part  of  the  historic  difficulty  in 
appropriating  the  significance  of 
Jesus’s  death  is  that  there  is  no 
easy  way  to  comprehend  such  a 
shameful,  cruel,  torturous  killing 
as  that  inflicted  on  Jesus  of 
Nazareth. 

We  shrink  from  its  bloody  reali¬ 
ty:  spikes  hammered  through 
flesh,  the  cries  of  a  naked  man  sus¬ 
pended  on  a  cross  planted  beside  a 
main  road  leading  to  a  city  gate, 
the  sweat  and  strain  of  a  human 
body  held  aloft  in  such  a  way  that 
death  comes  slowly. 

Today,  in  our  largely  middle- 
class  lifestyles,  we  just  can’t- — or 
won't — accept  a  senseless,  horrific 
death  employed  by  authorities  as  a 
means  of  controlling  conquered 
people. 

As  painful  as  Jesus’s  physical  ag¬ 
ony  is  for  us  to  face  we  must  also 
deal  with  the  injustice  of  His 
death.  Under  human  law.  He  was 
not  guilty  of  a  crime.  He  did  not 
sin  against  divine  law.  Yet,  as 
Scripture  tells,  Jesus  nonetheless 
c  accepted  a  shameful  death  as  an 
“  expression  of  love.  The  Apostle 
Paul  wrote  about  Jesus’s  crucifix¬ 
ion  as  the  atonement  for  the  sin  of 
humanity  whose  flesh  He  took  on. 

Methodism’s  founder,  John 
Wesley,  underscored  this  theology 
by  choosing  as  one  of  his  most  fre¬ 
quent  sermon  topics  this  passage 
from  Paul's  letter  to  the  Galatians: 
“God  forbid  that  I  should  glory, 
save  in  the  cross  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  by  whom  the  world  is  cru¬ 
cified  unto  me,  and  I  unto  the 
world"  (Galatians  6:14). 

By  contrast,  our  era  of  “feel 
good”  Christianity,  in  downplay¬ 
ing  the  experience  of  the  crucifix¬ 
ion,  is  denying  the  reality  that 


Jesus  is  Center 

Theology  of  the  cross 


Jesus’s  crucifixion  was  not  just  a 
historical  event.  Jesus  is  crucified 
anew  every  day:  When  gang  mem¬ 
bers  murder,  when  children  cry 
from  hunger,  when  a  husband 
beats  a  wife,  when  a  homeless 
family  wanders  the  streets,  when 
addiction  kills  a  drug  user,  when 
an  AIDS  sufferer  dies  alone  and 
penniless. 

In  these  and  countless  other  ag¬ 
onies  of  our  time  we  hear  the  echo 
of  Jesus’s  words: 

“My  God,  my  God,  why  have 
you  forsaken  me 7" 

The  crucifixion  gains  meaning 
for  us  when  we  realize  that  Jesus’s 
cross  is  ours,  too — the  manifesta¬ 
tion  of  our  failure,  our  pain,  our 
sin.  The  crucifixion  isn’t  merely  a 
pause  on  the  way  to  Easter  Sun¬ 
day;  it  is  an  elemental  sharing  in 
the  human  condition  by  God  in 
the  flesh.  To  bypass  the  remem¬ 
brance  of  Good  Friday  is  to  ignore 
God’s  greatest  love  for  us,  ex¬ 
pressed  in  supreme  sacrifice. 

As  such,  Jesus's  cross  challenges 
us  today:  Can  we  adequately  cele¬ 
brate  the  joy  of  Resurrection  until 
we  remember  the  pain  of  the 
cross?  Can  we  profess  to  follow 
him  and  yet  shield  ourselves  from 
the  pain  of  the  world? 

In  other  words,  to  paraphrase  an 
old  spiritual:  Are  we  there  as  our 
Lord  is  crucified?  Are  we  there? 

Next  week:  Christ  is  risen — the 
theology  of  the  empty  tomb. 


Did  the  disciples  send  out  for  pizza ? 


By  LISA  MARIE  CRANE 

We  all  know  the  story. 

Jesus  is  teaching  at  the  home  of 
Martha  and  Mary.  Martha  is  rush¬ 
ing  about  in  a  fury  preparing  food 
for  Jesus  and  his  disciples.  We  pic¬ 
ture  her,  flour  in  her  hair,  apron 
strings  flying,  carrying  dishes  and 
water  pitchers  back  and  forth  from 
the  kitchen.  After  all,  she  had  a 
house  full  of  important  people,  and 
she  wanted  to  make  a  good  impres¬ 
sion.  Martha  Stewart  has  nothing 
on  Martha,  sister  of  Lazarus,  as  a 
hostess! 

During  this  great  frenzy,  Martha 
notices  her  sister,  Mary,  sitting  at 
the  feet  of  Jesus  listening  to  Him 
teach.  Martha,  practically  run  off 
her  feet,  appeals  to  Jesus  to  ask 
Mary  to  come  and  help  her  care  for 
the  guests.  She  expects  Jesus  to  ad¬ 
monish  Mary  and  hurry  her  off  to 
the  kitchen.  Jesus,  however,  turns 
to  Martha  and  tells  her  that  Mary 
has  chosen  the  better  way  (Luke 
10:38-42). 

Easy  to  imagine 

The  Bible  doesn’t  tell  us  Martha's 
reaction,  but  it’s  easy  to  imagine 
her  flabbergasted  and  chagrined. 

This  story  has  been  the  subject  of 
many  a  sermon  with  most  rightly 
siding  with  Mary,  who  chose  to  en¬ 
rich  her  spiritual  welfare,  while  giv¬ 
ing  an  understanding  nod  to  the 
worldly  cares  of  Martha.  However, 
that’s  not  the  issue  that  concerns 
me  here.  I  want  to  know  what  the 
disciples  did  that  day. 

Let’s  just  suppose  that  Martha 
stopped  scurrying  and  plunked  down 
next  to  Mary  to  listen  to  Jesus.  And 
not  only  that,  but  suppose  that  she 
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called  all  of  the  servants  in  from  the 
kitchen  to  sit  with  her  at  the  feet  of 
the  Savior.  Martha  also  has  chosen  to 
take  the  more  excellent  way. 

“Good  for  Martha!”  you  say  and 
I  agree.  We  all  need  to  spend  more 
time  at  the  Savior’s  feet. 

But  what  about  after  Jesus  had  fin¬ 
ished  speaking?  Remember,  there 
was  a  house  full  of  company  and 
now,  with  Martha  joining  the  disci¬ 
ples  to  listen,  there  was  no  supper 
ready.  All  of  those  hungry  people, 
ready  to  chow  down  and  no  hot  dish¬ 
es  waiting  on  the  table.  Not  even  any 
cold  cuts  in  the  refrigerator. 

What  did  the  disciples,  mostly 
men,  say  then  to  Martha?  Did  they 
turn  to  her  and  say  “Where’s  our 
supper?  You’d  think  in  a  fine  house 
such  as  the  house  of  Lazarus,  we 
could  at  least  get  fed!”  As  their 
stomachs  growled,  did  they  say,  “A 
woman’s  place  is  in  the  kitchen. 
How  can  you  expect  us  to  grow  spir¬ 
itually  while  we’re  fainting  from 
hunger?”  How  do  you  think  Martha 
would  feel  just  then? 

Or  did  the  disciples  also  take  the 
better  way?  Did  they  say  to  Martha, 


“We’re  happy  that 
you  are  also  seeking 
to  be  with  our 
Lord.  Let’s  not 
worry  about  a 
cooked  meal.  Why 
don’t  we  just  send 
out  for  some  piz¬ 
za?" 

A  silly  idea? 

Maybe,  but  a  point 
to  be  taken.  Do  we 
allow  for  the  spiri¬ 
tual  welfare  of  oth¬ 
ers? 

Do  we  get  an¬ 
noyed  when  our 
wives  go  to  a  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist 
Women’s  meeting 
and  leave  the  chil¬ 
dren  home  with  us? 

Do  we  grumble 
when  our  husbands 
lead  one  more  Bi¬ 
ble  study  instead 
of  fixing  the  dryer  that’s  making 
horrible  squealing  noises  every  time 
it’s  used? 

Do  we  rush  about  our  business 
while  our  children  trail  behind  asking 
us  if  there  is  ice  cream  in  heaven? 

Commune  with  God 

Do  we  allow  our  spouses  a  few 
moments  alone  to  commune  with 
God? 

Are  we  willing  to  allow  ourselves 
to  be  inconvenienced  for  the  sake  of 
another’s  choosing  the  more  excellent 
way?  Do  we  growl  or  do  we  smile 
when  our  friends  and  family  forsake 
our  time  schedule  and  etiquette  rules 
to  follow  the  lead  of  the  Savior? 


If  Martha  had  chosen  the  better 
way,  as  Jesus  wishes  us  to  do,  would 
the  disciples  let  her  get  to  know 
Him?  Or  would  they  demand  that 
she  be  there  to  take  care  of  their 
needs?  What  would  we  do? 

Let’s  hope  the  disciples  ordered  a 
large  pizza  with  everything  on  it 
and  that  Martha  had  two  pieces. 

"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  share  their  opin¬ 
ions  and  concerns  about  issues  facing  the 
church.  Any  reader  may  submit  an  article 
for  consideration  (two  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to  " Here  l 
Stand, "  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O. 
Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 
Include  a  stamped,  self-addressed  enve¬ 
lope  for  return  of  manuscript. 


Church's  false  supports  taught  me  of  assurance 


By  DAVID  ).  LAWSON 

A  structural  engineer  hurried 
through  my  office  door.  His  first 
words  were:  “We  must  allow  no  one 
else  to  enter  the  sanctuary  under 
any  circumstances!" 

The  congregation  was  building  a 
new  educational  wing  in  the  mid- 
1960s.  We  also  wanted  to  consider 
remodeling  the  sanctuary.  The  engi¬ 
neer  was  studying  the  strength  of 
the  old  building. 

He  had  borrowed  a  ladder  and 
climbed  into  the  rafters.  After  a  few 
minutes,  he  hurried  back  down  with 
an  ashen  face,  shocked  by  his  dis¬ 
covery.  This  is  what  he  had  found: 

The  sanctuary  had  built,  as  decora- 
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tive  items,  four  false  columns  into 
each  side  wall,  with  a  small  decorative 
cap  on  the  top  of  each.  The  columns 
appeared  to  hold  up  the  ceiling.  In 
fact,  they  were  nothing  more  than 


2  X  4s  covered  with  plaster. 

Over  the  years,  the  brick  walls  of 
the  old  church  building  had  bulged 
out  on  each  side,  allowing  the  ceiling 
to  settle  down  on  top  of  the  decora¬ 
tive  columns.  All  that  kept  the  ceding 
off  the  heads  of  our  worshiping  con¬ 
gregation  were  a  few  2  X  4s,  decora¬ 
tive  coping  and  75-year-old  plaster. 

A  useful  parable,  at  least  for  me!  I 
am  as  startled  as  that  engineer  with 
the  discovery  of  how  much  I  de¬ 
pend  on  false  columns  to  support 
my  life.  False  columns  that  will  col¬ 
lapse  at  any  point  when  the  pres¬ 
sures  become  too  great.  It  is  equally 
startling  to  find  the  false  or  inade¬ 
quate  supports  some  congregations 


Readers  seek  list  of  Senators  who  are  United  Methodists 


Would  you  please  publish  the 
names  of  the  1 1  U.S.  Senators  who 
are  United  Methodists? 

Some  of  us  who  are  also  United 
Methodists  would  like  to  write  to 
these  Senators  to  assure  them  that 
Lifewatch/Task  Force  of  United 
Methodists  on  Abortion  and  Sexu¬ 
ality  is  not  an  official  United  Meth¬ 
odist  organization  and  that  there 
are  other  United  Methodists  who 
do  not  share  Lifewatch’s  opposition 
concerning  Dr.  Henry  Foster’s  ap¬ 
pointment  as  U.S.  Surgeon  General. 
J.  O.  Jones 
Winter  Park,  Florida 
Editor's  note:  In  response  to  this 
and  other  similar  requests  from 
readers,  the  following  list  of  U.S. 
Senators  who  are  United  Method¬ 
ists  was  obtained  from  the  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society  in 
Washington. 

Democrats: 

Alabama — Howell  Heflin 
Arkansas- — Dale  Bumpers 
Georgia — Sam  Nunn 
Hawaii — Daniel  K.  Inouye 
New  Mexico — Jeff  Bingaman 
Republicans: 

Georgia — Paul  Coverdell 
Idaho — Larry  E.  Craig  and 
Dirk  Kempthome 
Indiana — Richard  G.  Lugar 
Kansas — Robert  Dole 
Wyoming — Craig  Thomas 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 


I  was  offended 

I  was  very  offended  by  John  A. 
Lovelace's  review  of  the  ABC  spe¬ 
cial  In  the  Name  of  God  (see  UMR, 
March  17).  It  was  narrow-minded, 
mean-spirited  and  revealed  a  liberal 
bias  against  evangelicals  and  charis- 
matics. 

The  review’s  opening  statement, 
“Few  United  Methodists  would 
identify  with  ’church’  as  displayed 
March  16  on  ABC  Television,”  is  in 
error.  Across  our  denomination 
many  churches  are  quickly  moving 
in  that  direction  with  contemporary 
services  and  worship  designed  to  at¬ 
tract  the  younger  generation.  There 
are  a  lot  more  of  us  out  there  than 
you  might  think. 

Kent  L.  Svendsen 
YorkviUe,  Illinois 

A  moral  inconsistency 

Does  anyone  else  find  a  strange 
moral  inconsistency  between  two 
news  stories  in  the  March  17  issue 
of  the  Reporter ? 

One  story  reads  “Double  murders 
elicit  church  compassion”  about  the 


killing  of  a  United  Methodist  couple 
in  Allentown,  Pa.  The  other  article 
describes  the  Wesleyan  Thespians  of 
Marshfield,  Mass.,  who  are  staging 
their  play,  “Murder  at  the  Cafe,”  for 
both  fun  and  profit. 

On  second  thought,  maybe  today 
this  is  perfectly  consistent. 

Alvena  Bieri 
Stillwater,  Oklahoma 

I'm  sorry  but . . . 

I  would  like  to  respond  to  Nancy 
Newman’s  letter  in  the  March  24  is¬ 
sue  of  the  Reporter.  I’m  sorry  for 
Ms.  Newman’s  hurt  in  losing  a  pas¬ 
tor  she  was  fond  of.  However,  there 
were  a  few  statements  in  her  letter 
that  I  feel  were  in  error. 

She  stated,  “Jesus  never  said  a 
word  about  homosexuality.  He  said 
a  great  deal  about  love.”  She  also 
stated,  “I  can’t  believe  Jesus  would 
condemn  any  persons  because  of 
whom  they  love.” 

While  Jesus  didn’t  say  anything 
about  homosexual  practice,  there’s 
a  lot  in  both  the  Old  and  New  Tes¬ 
taments  about  it.  Also,  Jesus  said  in 
Matthew,  "1  did  not  come  to  abol¬ 
ish  the  law,  but  to  fulfill  it.” 

I  would  hope  we  would  love  homo¬ 
sexual  people  and  try  to  help  them 
change  their  behavior.  Christ  loves 
all  sinners,  but  we  need  pastors  we 
can  look  up  to  as  spiritual  leaders  for 


ourselves  and  our  children. 

Mary  Ann  Clarke 
Olympia  Fields,  Illinois 

Vicious  innuendo 

Tom  F.  Driver’s  letter  in  the 
March  17  Reporter  contains  a  vi¬ 
cious  innuendo  against  the  church 
newspaper  staff  that  cannot  go  un¬ 
answered.  His  closing  sentence  asks: 
"Is  UMR  among  the  supporters  of 
the  Duvalierists  and  the  hated  mili¬ 
tary  in  Haiti?” 

This  smear  is  in  the  same  class  as 
a  fascist-type  charge  of  pro-commu¬ 
nism  that  was  leveled  by  a  Kansas 


reader  against  the  Reporter  staff  re¬ 
garding  its  coverage  of  the  war  in  El 
Salvador  in  1989. 

Those  who  attribute  base  motives 
to  UMR  staff  would  do  well  to  heed 
the  injunction  of  T.  C.  Whitehouse, 
whose  letter  in  the  March  17  issue 
warns  against  “unfair  charges,”  citing 
the  late  Joseph  McCarthy  (there’s 
McCarthyism  on  the  left,  too). 

William  R.  Brown 
Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania 

Send  your  opinions  to  "Letters  to 
the  Editor,"  UMR,  P.O.  Box  66027S, 
Dallas  TX  75266-0275;  fax  214-630- 
0079. 


seem  to  depend  on. 

Listening  to  conversations  and 
watching  reactions  in  a  congrega¬ 
tion  soon  reveal  some  of  the  weak 
supports.  Listening  and  watching 
are  equally  revealing.  Both  are  part 
of  the  process  of  spiritual  maturing. 

Upon  what  are  we  depending? 
What  supports  us  along  the  way? 

A  point  of  contrast  will  help  us 
with  an  answer. 

A  basic  emphasis  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church  is  called  Chris¬ 
tian  assurance.  Such  assurance  is  a 
trust,  a  deep  form  of  knowing  that 
we  are  forgiven  and  loved  by  God 
as  known  in  Jesus  Christ. 

The  church  and  human  beings 
have  an  amazing  resilience  when  un¬ 
dergirded  by  the  confidence  that 
Christ’s  love  will  always  be  ours,  will 
never  be  denied  us,  and  will  only  be 
absent  when  we  choose  to  reject  it. 

Mary  McCleod  Bethune,  a  remark¬ 
able  African-American  Methodist 
woman,  once  said  in  a  commence¬ 
ment  address:  “Walk  bravely  in  the 
light.  Faith  ought  not  to  be  a  puny 
thing.  If  you  believe,  believe  like  a  gi¬ 
ant.  And  may  God  grant  you  not 
peace  but  glory.” 

"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  can  share  mean¬ 
ingful  experiences  of  the  Christian  life. 
Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (one  typed,  double-spaced 
page  maximum  length)  to  "My  Wit¬ 
ness,"  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O. 
Box  660275.  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 
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AID  GOING  TO  BOSNIA:  a  $2  mil¬ 
lion  grant  for  municipal  rehabilitation  work  in 
central  Bosnia  has  been  approved  for  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief.  The  grant 
comes  from  the  U.S.  Agency  for  International 
Development  (USAID),  part  of  the  U.S.  State 
Department.  The  21 -month  project  is  specifical¬ 
ly  planned  to  help  heal  the  divided  town  of 
Gomji  Vakuf/Uskoplje  as  well  as  repair  war- 
damaged  structures.  Dirk  Van  Gorp — a  United 
Methodist  from  Schroon  Lake,  N.Y.  who  directs 
UMCOR  in  the  former  Yugoslavia — said,  “All 
activities  are  designed  to  bring  the  multiethnic 
communities  back  together  as  one  whole.” 


PARTNERSHIP  PLANNED:  Formal 

signing  of  a  partnership  between  hospitals  in 
Houston  and  Kazakhstan,  a  part  of  the  former 
Soviet  Union,  is  scheduled  April  19  in  Hous¬ 
ton.  The  alliance  was  arranged  with  assistance 
from  the  United  Methodist  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  which  has  projects  in  Ka¬ 
zakhstan.  Besides  the  board,  the  U.S.  partners 
are  Methodist  Hospital  in  Houston  and  Baylor 
College  of  Medicine,  a  Southern  Baptist-relat¬ 
ed  institution. 


NEW  PRESIDENT:  William.  M.  Chace 

was  inaugurated  April  5  as  United  Methodist- 
related  Emory  University’s  18th  president.  The 
ceremony  included  greetings  from  former  Pres¬ 
ident  Jimmy  Carter,  an  Emory  distinguished 
professor.  The  last  time  Emory  inaugurated  a 
president  was  in  1978  for  James  T.  Laney.  He 
resigned  in  July  1993  to  become  U.S.  ambassa¬ 
dor  to  South  Korea,  where  he  had  been  a 
Methodist  missionary  years  earlier. 

FUNDS  INCREASE:  Although  1994  was 
not  a  good  year  for  investments  in  general,  the 
United  Methodist  General  Board  of  Pension 
and  Health  Benefits  diversified  fund  increased 
1.15  percent  to  $5.6  billion  at  year’s  end.  As  of 
Feb.  28  the  pension  fund’s  value  was  $5.8  bil¬ 
lion,  an  increase  of  $223  million  during  the 
first  two  months  of  1995. 

CASES  CITE  EMPLOYMENT:  The 

United  Methodist  Church  as  an  employer  fig¬ 
ures  prominently  in  many  cases  to  be  decided 
by  the  denomination’s  Judicial  Council  con¬ 
vening  April  26-29  in  New  Orleans.  Five  of  17 
items  on  the  church's  “Supreme  Court”  docket 
deal  directly  with  grievance  or  complaint  proce¬ 
dures  as  interpreted  by  bishops  in  the  Minneso¬ 
ta,  Wisconsin,  Northern  Illinois,  North  Central 
New  York  and  Rocky  Mountain  regional  con¬ 
ferences.  In  addition,  the  Eastern  Pennsylvania 
conference  has  asked  for  a  decision  regarding 
confidentiality  requirements  in  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  grievance  procedures. 

REVENUE  RISES:  United  Methodist  Pub¬ 
lishing  House  revenue  for  the  period  ending 
Jan.  31,  1995,  increased  $51.3  million  or  6.2 
percent  over  the  same  period  last  year.  Robert 
Feaster,  president  and  publisher,  recently  told 
the  churchwide  Board  of  Publications  that  cur¬ 
riculum  sales  remain  strong  for  the  second 
quarter  of  the  year.  Expectations  are  that  this 
growth  will  continue  with  promotion  and  con¬ 
stant  improvement  in  children’s  resources,  he 
said.  The  44  Cokesbury  retail  stores  and  22 
Cokesbury  seminary  stores  reported  a  9.4  per¬ 
cent  increase  over  last  year. 

FUNDS  DISTRIBUTED:  A  standard 
distribution  of  6.5  percent  to  United  Methodist 
retirement  accounts  was  reported  to  the  denomi¬ 
nation's  Board  of  Pension  and  Health  Benefits 
recently.  Although  1994  earnings  alone  would 
not  support  the  standard  pension  distribution, 
money  placed  in  reserves  during  years  of  high¬ 
er  investment  return  allowed  the  agency  to 
make  the  percent  distribution  to  clergy  and 
church  lay  employee  pension  accounts. 


Church  money  expert  says 
tend  to  soul  and  assets 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

Christians  place  a  lot  of  em¬ 
phasis  on  getting  their  souls  in 
order  before  death.  But  how 
many  Christians  have  their 
earthly  assets  in  order  before 
they  go  on  to  glory? 

That’s  the  question  asked  by 
Doris  Gidney,  a  certified  finan¬ 
cial  planner  on  staff  at  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries.  She  is  one  of 
four  financial  experts  working 
throughout  the  country  under  the 
board’s  current  and  deferred  giv¬ 
ing  program. 

The  program’s  theme  is  “More 
than  one  way  to  give.” 

Must  plan  for  others 

Leading  a  recent  series  of 
workshops,  Ms.  Gidney  of  Ashe¬ 
ville,  N.C.,  said,  “Not  only  do  we 
need  to  plan  for  our  lives  here, 
but  we  need  to  plan  for  those 
who  remain  after  us. 

“We  also  want  to  make  sure 
that  our  dependents  are  taken 
care  of  after  our  death.  That  in¬ 
cludes  the  church,  because  the 
church  depends  on  our  ongoing 
stewardship.” 

As  part  of  her  role  in  helping 
United  Methodists  continue  their 
stewardship  after  death,  Ms.  Gid¬ 
ney  encourages  people  first  to  de¬ 
fine  their  financial  objectives. 

That  includes  evaluating  their 
current  circumstances,  their  ob¬ 
jectives  in  case  they  become  dis¬ 
abled,  their  plans  for  retirement 
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Financial  planner  Doris  Gid¬ 
ney  helps  United  Methodists 
allocate  monetary  resources 
for  their  dependents,  includ¬ 
ing  the  church. 

and  plans  for  disposition  of  their 
property  after  their  death. 

Begin  with  review 

Ms.  Gidney  says  each  person 
should  begin  with  a  review  of  the 
current  value  of  his  or  her  estate 
and  plan  ways  to  conserve  and 
distribute  the  estate  with  the 
least  amount  of  shrinkage  due  to 
unnecessary  taxes  or  settlement 
costs  at  death. 

That  includes  preparing  a  will 
and  keeping  it  up  to  date. 

“A  bequest  in  the  will  is  the 
simplest  way  that  most  people 


can  leave  a  gift  to  the  church,” 
Ms.  Gidney  said.  “This  makes  it 
possible  for  the  gift  to  be  larger, 
since  it  is  coming  from  accumu¬ 
lated  resources.” 

In  her  financial  planning  group 
sessions,  Ms.  Gidney  recommends 
other  methods  of  deferred  giving 
through  the  stewardship  of  accu¬ 
mulated  resources.  These  include: 

$  Bequests  by  will:  With  a  pro¬ 
vision  in  your  will,  a  certain  per¬ 
cent  of  your  estate  or  specific 
amount  of  money  or  property 
can  go  to  the  church  for  its  gener¬ 
al  purposes  at  your  death  or  at 
the  death  of  your  surviving 
spouse,  if  any. 

$  Life  insurance  (beneficiary  or 
owner):  You  could  name  the 
church  as  the  beneficiary  of  all 
the  proceeds  or  a  percent  of  the 
proceeds  either  at  your  death  or 
if  any  other  named  beneficiary 
does  not  survive  you. 

You  can  also  make  the  church 
the  owner  of  the  life  insurance 
policy.  You  may  continue  to  pay 
the  premiums  or  make  an  annual 
gift  to  the  church  sufficient  to 
pay  them. 

$  Pooled  income  fund:  This 
fund  transfers  money  or  securities 
to  a  pooled  income  fund,  reserving 
life  income  for  yourself  for  as  long 
as  you  live.  This  can  also  be  word¬ 
ed  to  include  your  spouse  for  as 
long  as  he  or  she  lives. 

$  A  Totten  Trust,  named  for 
the  plan’s  originator:  Establish  a 
savings  account  at  a  bank  in  your 
name  as  “trustee”  for  the  church 


5ecuring  your  money 


for  your  family,  your  future,  and 
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or  other  charity.  During  your  life¬ 
time  you  may  make  deposits  and 
withdrawals  at  will  and  take  the 
interest  earned.  Any  balance  in  the 
account  at  your  death  belongs  to 
the  church  or  other  charity. 

“A  lot  of  older,  single  people 
do  this,”  said  Ms.  Gidney. 

$  Charitable  remainder 
trust:  This  is  also  known  as  a  uni¬ 
trust  or  annuity  trust.  With  this  ar¬ 
rangement,  you  create  a  trust  with 
money  or  property  providing  that 


the  trustees  will  pay  a  specified  in¬ 
come  to  you  and/or  others  you 
name  for  life  and,  upon  the  death 
of  the  last  named  income  benefi¬ 
ciary,  the  trustee  will  distribute  the 
principal  to  specified  charities 
proportionally. 

The  United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  offers 
a  no-fee  professional  planning 
service  to  interested  members  of 
the  denomination.  Call  800-862- 
4246  or  212-870-3790. 


Authors:  Churches  must 
rethink  concepts  of  'old  age ' 


First  lady  urges  religious  leaders 
to  spark  cooperation  in  society 


By  LINDA  BLOOM 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

In  many  countries,  produc¬ 
tive  older  people  are  being 
“retired”  or  even  discarded  by 
society  long  before  they 
should  be,  according  to  Su¬ 
zanne  and  Jim  Paul. 

The  Pauls — United  Method¬ 
ists  from  New  York — examine 
“old  age”  and  the  need  to  rede¬ 
fine  it  radically  in  their  book, 
Humanity  Comes  of  Age :  The 
New  Context  for  Ministry  with 
the  Elderly,  part  of  the  Risk 
Book  Series  offered  by  the 
World  Council  of  Churches. 

“The  concept  of  old  age  is  a 
social  constraint  which  is  very 
specific  to  the  modem  era,” 
explained  Mr.  Paul,  who  is  ex¬ 
ecutive  director  of  Global  Pol¬ 
icy  Forum. 

In  previous  centuries,  he  not¬ 
ed,  old  age  was  not  connected 
to  a  chronological  number  but 
signified  an  individual  who  was 
revered  and  regarded  as  unique 
because  he  or  she  had  outlived 
many  others.  The  concept  of  re¬ 
tirement  came  about  in  the 
1880s  but  few  people  still  lived 


to  that  stage. 

Today,  retirement  often 
means  being  pushed  from  [he 
labor  force  before  productive 
years  have  ended. 

“What  you  really  have  is  a 
lot  of  unemployed  people," 
Mr.  Paul  asserted. 

In  fact,  the  original  intent  of 
Social  Security  legislation  in 
the  1930s  was  to  help  solve 
employment  problems  of 
young  workers,  not  help  retir¬ 
ees,  said  Mrs.  Paul,  who  chairs 
the  Non-Governmental  Orga¬ 
nizations  Aging  Committee  at 
the  United  Nations. 

The  Pauls  believe  that 
churches  and  religious  groups 
can  help  society  fundamental¬ 
ly  rethink  the  concept  of  old 
age,  based  on  the  idea  that 
people  should  be  allowed  to 
contribute  to  society  as  long  as 
they  are  able. 

As  an  example,  Mrs.  Paul 
cited  United  Methodist  Senior 
Services  in  Missouri  where 
“the  retirement  community 
became  the  focal  point  in  pro¬ 
viding  services  to  (other)  se¬ 
niors  in  the  community.” 


By  IORETTA  PURDUE 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

WASHINGTON— Hillary 
Rodham  Clinton,  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist,  urged  several  hundred  peo¬ 
ple  attending  a  recent  interfaith 
event  to  work  for  unity. 

"We  are  living  in  a  time  . . . 
when  we  must  come  together  to 
work  toward  our  common  goals, 
to  realize  the  vision  that  we  share 
for  the  kind  of  country  and  soci¬ 
ety  we  want  to  help  achieve,” 
said  the  first  lady. 

Religious  leadership — regard¬ 
less  of  the  faith  it  represents — 
holds  great  promise  for  building 
consensus  about  what  kind  of 
country  and  what  kind  of  world 
the  next  generations  will  inherit, 
she  said. 

“The  human  challenges  con¬ 
fronting  us  are  the  same  the 
world  over,”  Mrs.  Clinton  de¬ 
clared  at  an  awards  banquet  dur¬ 
ing  the  four-day  Interfaith 
Impact  Legislative  Briefing. 

Global  cooperation  rather  than 
global  competition  offers  the 
possibility  of  a  better  quality  of 
life  for  all,  she  asserted. 

Mrs.  Clinton  said  that  the 


Contract  with  America  is  “a  fi¬ 
nancial  arrangement,  that  as¬ 
signs  far  more  importance  to  the 
interests  of  the  very  wealthy  and 
very  powerful  than  to  the  inter¬ 
ests  of  the  poor,  needy  and  weak. 

“We  do  not  need  that  sort  of 
contract  in  the  United  States  of 
America,”  as¬ 
serted  Mrs. 

Clinton.  “Any 
country  that 
views  its  rela¬ 
tionship  with 
its  children  as 
contractual,  not 
moral,  is  seri¬ 
ously  off 
track.” 

She  warned  against  confusing 
the  advocates  of  extreme  posi¬ 
tions  with  people  who  follow 
those  positions  because  they  do 
not  know  what  else  to  believe. 

“Many  people  who  are  now 
saying  they  favor  the  contract . . . 
are  themselves  being  driven  by 
fear  and  insecurity,”  she  said. 
“They,  too,  need  our  willingness 
to  listen.” 

To  work  through  these  difficult 
and  complex  issues,  Mrs.  Clinton 


recommended  approaches  and 
language  that  are  inclusive  and 
“filled  with  the  possibility  that 
we  will  bring  people  to  us,  not 
just  draw  lines  between  us.” 

Declaring  that  no  government 
can  love  a  child,  the  first  lady  re¬ 
minded  the  gathered  Christians, 
Jews  and  Muslims  that  govern¬ 
ment  can  make  decisions  that  ei¬ 
ther  support  or  undermine 
families. 

Part  of  the  problem,  she  said,  is 
the  need  for  a  spiritual  renewal. 

“We  have  to  change  people’s 
hearts,”  Mrs.  Clinton  declared. 
“We  have  to  convince  people  of 
different  races  and  religions,  of 
different  economic  positions  to 
once  again  care  about  each  other 
and  once  again  be  willing  to  risk 
to  help  each  other.” 

Mrs.  Clinton  said  current  con¬ 
flicts  are  with  those  who  have  giv¬ 
en  up  on  America’s  contract  with 
history  to  substitute  the  Contract 
with  America  to  achieve  short¬ 
term  political,  partisan  gain. 

“We  have  our  work  cut  out  for 
us,  but  what  a  glorious  work  it 
is,”  she  concluded. 


Hillary  Clinton 
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Smoky 
Mountain 
Senior  Citizen 
Celebration! 


Enjoy  the  fabulous  fall  colors  in  the  beautiful 
Smoky  Mountains  of  Pigeon  Forge,  TN  for 
four  days  and  three  nights! 

Quest  Speakers  &  Artists  include: 
Jerry  Clower,  Squire  Parsons,  Junior  Hill 
and  John  Bisagno 

TWO  separate  sessions  in  1995! 

Oct.  23-26  &Oct.  30- Nov.  2 


*As  low  as 


$109 


per  person 


Call  for  information: 

1-800-374-1550 

or  205-355-1554 


Worship  service  design  marks  25th  Earth  Day 


"We're  asking  people  to  make  Earth  Day  more  a 
part  of  their  liturgical  year  . . .  and  to  make  it  part  of 
their  worship  life  regularly." 

— Jaydee  Hanson,  General  Board  of  Church  and  Society 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

When  the  Rev.  Sharon  Delgado 
conducts  Earth  Sunday  services  at 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Santa  Cruz,  Calif.,  this  month,  she 
will  be  prepared.  She  has  had  years 
of  experience,  and  she  wrote  one  of 
the  resources. 

The  25th  anniversary  of  the  first 
Earth  Day  occurs  April  22.  That 
week,  April  17-23,  has  been  desig¬ 
nated  Earth  Week,  and  Earth  Sun¬ 
day  is  April  23. 

Almost  4,000  United  Methodist 
churches  will  receive  copies  of  the 
interdenominational  worship  ser¬ 
vice  they  requested  from  the  Gener¬ 
al  Board  of  Church  and  Society. 

A  survey  to  collect  information 
about  each  congregation’s  interests 
and  activities  related  to  the  envi¬ 
ronment  will  accompany  the  Earth 
Day  materials,  according  to  Jaydee 
Hanson,  assistant  general  secretary 
of  the  Department  of  Ministry  of 
God’s  Creation.  The  survey  find¬ 
ings  will  be  used  in  designing  future 
materials  and  programs,  he  said. 

The  mailing  also  will  contain  a 
set  of  individual  pledge  cards  and 
an  order  form  for  other  resources, 
including  Hope  for  the  Earth  by  Ms. 
Delgado,  videos  booklets  and  spe¬ 
cial  reports. 


Other  United  Methodist  churches 
may  request  the  worship  services 
and  survey  materials  from  Mr. 
Hanson's  office  at  the  board,  (202) 
488-5641. 

By  sending  out  worship  materials 
related  to  environmental  steward¬ 
ship,  Mr.  Hanson  said,  “We’re  ask¬ 
ing  people  to  make  Earth  Day  more 
a  part  of  their  liturgical  year  . . .  and 
to  make  it  part  of  their  worship  life 
regularly.” 

Last  year,  Ms.  Delgado  used 
some  of  the  ideas  she  later  put  into 
her  handbook.  She  took  the  call  to 
worship  from  Psalm  1 48  and  print¬ 
ed  relevant  parts  of  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  Social  Principles  in  the 
bulletin.  A  choir  presentation  was 
based  on  Psalm  104.  Church  mem¬ 
bers  brought  plants  from  home  to 
decorate  the  sanctuary. 

At  one  of  her  previous  churches, 
the  Newcastle  (Calif.)  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  redwood  seedlings 
obtained  from  the  Arbor  Founda¬ 
tion  were  distributed  for  people 
who  would  take  them  home  and 


plant  them. 

“This  year,  we  will  be  focusing  on 
environmental  justice,  [including 
such  topics  as]  the  relationship  be¬ 
tween  toxins  in  the  environment  and 
cancer  rates,”  Ms.  Delgado  said. 

Another  participant,  the  Rev. 
James  N.  Brewster  of  Tonawanda 
(N.Y.)  United  Methodist  Church, 
said  he  will  prepare  the  church’s 
service  drawing  on  the  materials 
from  Mr.  Hanson’s  office.  The 
United  Methodist  Western  New 
York  regional  conference  has  asked 
all  its  local  churches  to  observe  the 
Earth  Sabbath. 

The  Western  New  York  confer¬ 
ence  environmental  stewardship 
committee  has  asked  local  churches 
to  select  an  environmental  steward, 
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and  about  1 00  churches  have  some¬ 
one  designated,  Mr.  Brewster  said. 

Mr.  Brewster,  who  serves  on  the 
conference  committee,  reported  that 
the  committee  recently  gave  an 
award  to  Trinity  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Grand  Island,  N.Y.,  for  its 
church-related  environmental  efforts. 

Last  year  Trinity  UMC’s  “envi¬ 
ronmental  steward"  involved  the 
Sunday  school  in  making  banners 
and  offered  environmental  teaching 
to  the  congregation. 


Are  your  seniors  tired  of 
crawling  over  the  HUMP? 

The  solution—  15  passen¬ 
ger  van  w/an  aisle,  raised 
roof,  electric  step. 

Call  Tri-State  1-800-330-3622 
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BAILEY  SURRENDERS:  B»rry  Bailey, 

former  senior  pastor  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church’s  third-largest  congregation,  surren¬ 
dered  his  ministerial  credentials  last  week  rath¬ 
er  than  face  a  church  trial.  The  Central  Texas 
Annual  Conference  was  preparing  to  try  Dr. 
Bailey,  who  left  the  pulpit  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Fort  Worth  seven 
months  ago,  on  possibly  as  many  as  30  charges 
of  sexual  misconduct  involving  church  em¬ 
ployees,  members  and  other  women.  In  agree¬ 
ing  to  give  up  his  credentials,  he  retained  his 
pension  and  health  insurance  for  himself  and 
his  wife,  Joan.  Dr.  Bailey  still  faces  a  civil  trial 
brought  by  six  of  the  women  who  accused  him 
of  sexual  misconduct.  He  continues  to  deny 
the  allegations  against  him. 

HISTORIAN  CITED:  The  Rev.  Christo¬ 
pher  Hodge  Evans,  pastor  of  Minetto  (N.Y.) 
United  Methodist  Church,  has  been  awarded 
the  Jesse  Lee  Prize  by  the  denomination’s  Gen¬ 
eral  Commission  on  Archives  and  History.  Giv¬ 
en  once  every  four  years,  the  prize  provides  up 
to  $2,000  toward  publication  of  a  book-length 
monograph  in  American  Methodist  history,  in¬ 
cluding  any  antecedent  bodies  or  offshoots  of 
Methodism  in  the  United  States  or  its  mis¬ 
sions. 

UNDERGRADUATE  CHOSEN:  a 

college  sophomore  with  aspirations  of  becoming 
a  television  anchorwoman  has  received  United 
Methodist  Communications’  1995-96  Leonard 
M.  Perryman  Communications  Award  for  Eth¬ 
nic  Minority  Students.  Mia  K.  Shanley,  an 
Asian-American  Catholic  from  Bakersfield, 
Calif.,  who  won  the  $2,500  award,  is  majoring 
in  communication  studies  at  Loyola  Mary- 
mount  University  in  Los  Angeles.  She  was 
bom  in  Taiwan  and  naturalized  as  a  U.S.  citi¬ 
zen  in  1983. 

SERVICE  RECOGNIZED:  The  Rev 

Harry  Shaner  of  Walnut  Creek,  Calif.,  a  re¬ 
tired  United  Methodist  minister,  recently  re¬ 
ceived  an  award  from  the  denomination's 
General  Board  of  Pension  and  Health  Benefits 

recognizing  “meritorious  service  by  a  confer¬ 
ence  pension  officer.”  Mr.  Shaner  helped  the 
church’s  Califomia-Nevada  regional  confer¬ 
ence  build  a  stable  base  for  its  endowment 
program,  according  to  Board  President  Bishop 
William  Dew. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Congregation  mounts  opera  on  Wesley's  life 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BAIAY 

Associate  Editor 

New  York  City’s  Greenwich 
Village  teems  with  artistic  talent. 
It  should  come  as  no  surprise, 
therefore,  that  Washington 
Square  United  Methodist 
Church  in  the  Village  would  have 
its  share  of  artists. 

The  congregation,  in  fact,  goes 
out  of  its  way  to  attract  artists 
and  to  provide  them  an  opportu¬ 
nity  to  use  their  talents,  says  the 
Rev.  Schuyler  Rhodes,  pastor. 

Mr.  Rhodes  told  the  Reporter 
that  the  135-year-old  congrega¬ 
tion  has,  in  addition  to  its  regular 
music  program,  a  Performing 
Arts  Vespers  one  Sunday  each 
month,  a  liturgical  dance  choir,  a 
drama  company,  after-church 
coffee  houses  where  artists  are 
invited  to  share  their  work  and  a 
composer-in-residence. 

But  Mr.  Rhodes  said  the  con¬ 


gregation,  with  an  average  atten¬ 
dance  of  50-75,  does  not  ignore 
the  more  traditional  spiritual  and 
social-outreach  expressions  of 
the  faith.  Members  hold  weekly 
Covenant  Discipleship  groups 
and  four  nights  a  week  host  a 
homeless  shelter  in  the  church 
parlor.  Thirty-four  members 
work  with  the  shelter,  Mr. 
Rhodes  said. 

About  100-150  people  partici¬ 
pate  in  the  various  ministries  of 
the  church,  he  said. 

Members  traditionally  join 
with  “Pax  Christi,”  a  Catholic 
peace  and  justice  group,  in  its  an¬ 
nual  Good  Friday  demonstra¬ 
tion. 

On  Good  Friday  last  year,  Mr. 
Rhodes  said,  more  than  1,000 
demonstrators  carried  crosses 
across  mid-Manhattan,  tying  up 
traffic. 

“It  was  very  powerful,  very 
prayerful,”  he  added. 


Three  congregation  members 
were  arrested  when  they  refused 
to  leave  a  prayer  session  in  front 
of  a  museum,  he  said. 

Mr.  Rhodes  said  he  wasn’t  ar¬ 
rested  because  he  did  not  join  the 
demonstrators.  His  wife  was  ex¬ 
pecting  twins  at  any  moment. 

“My  wife  did  not  think  it 
would  be  helpful  for  me  to  be  in 
jail  when  the  twins  were  bom,” 
he  said,  laughing. 

It  was  into  this  spiritual  mix  of 
artistic  talent  and  social  concern 
that  the  congregation’s  drama 
ministry — The  Kairos  Theatre 
Company — was  bom  in  1991. 

The  company’s  goal  is  to  pres¬ 
ent  plays  of  social,  religious  and 
theological  significance,  Mr. 
Rhodes  said. 

The  company  was  launched 
with  a  performance  of  a  modem 
version  of  the  Greek  tragedy  An¬ 
tigone  written  by  Lisa  Quore- 
simo,  Mr.  Rhodes’  wife.  The  cast 


came  from  the  church  choir. 

The  company  recently  con¬ 
cluded  a  production  of  John 
Wesley:  God’s  Apprentice,  an 
original  “jazz-classical”  opera  by 
composer-in-residence  Paul 
Knopf. 

Mr.  Knopf,  67,  was  an  origina¬ 
tor  of  jazz  worship  services  in 
New  York  City  in  the  1960s.  Af¬ 
ter  several  years  writing  contem¬ 
porary  drama,  he  wrote  his  first 
opera,  The  Wanderjahr  of  Martin 
Luther,  which  premiered  at  St. 
Peter’s  Lutheran  and  Washing¬ 
ton  Square  United  Methodist 
churches  in  1991. 

In  his  latest  opera  the  “ghost” 
of  John  Wesley  recounts  his  spir¬ 
itual  straggles  to  an  actor  prepar¬ 
ing  to  play  Wesley. 

Washington  Square’s  recent 
productions  have  been  semi-pro¬ 
fessional  “Equity  showcases.” 
Actors’  Equity  is  the  professional 
actors’  union.  A  showcase  is  a 


production  in  which  actors  have 
a  chance  to  display  their  talent  at 
below-Equity  rates  with  hopes  of 
attracting  future  theatre  jobs. 

Mr.  Rhodes  said  that  the  entire 
congregation  gets  involved  in  the 
productions,  whether  or  not  they 
can  sing  or  act.  Some  bake  cook¬ 
ies  for  the  receptions  following 
the  shows;  some  work  on  scenery 
or  sew  costumes  or  work  on  pub¬ 
licity. 

He  said  that  the  theatrical  pro¬ 
ductions  attract  people  to  the 
church,  some  of  whom  stay  and 
become  involved  in  various  min¬ 
istries. 

“The  people  we  are  attracting 
are  the  sons  and  daughters  of  the 
people  who  dropped  out  of 
church  a  generation  ago,”  he 
said. 

Then  he  added  with  a  laugh, 
“The  Christian  education  task  is 
massive,  but  it’s  well  worth  it.” 


Illinois  pastor  translates  hymns 
into  sign  language  for  the  deaf 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.— The 
two-year  effort  of  a  United 
Methodist  minister  to  make 
worship  services  more  mean¬ 
ingful  for  the  deaf  has  been  real¬ 
ized  with  this  month’s  release 
of  a  sign  language  hymnal. 

Hymns  for  Signing  is  the 
product  of  the  Rev.  LeVerle 
Carrington  of  Lincoln,  111.,  and 
the  United  Methodist  Congress 
for  the  Deaf.  They  cooperated 
to  translate  all  of  the  hymns  in 
the  1989  United  Methodist 
Hymnal  into  American  Sign 
Language  (ASL),  the  language 
of  the  deaf. 

Produced  by  the  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House, 
the  new  hymnal  is  a  384-page, 
text-only  book  that  was  devel¬ 
oped  for  signers  to  use  in  wor¬ 
ship  services  and  other  church 


settings. 

Mr.  Carrington,  director  of 
deaf  and  hearing-impaired  min¬ 
istries  for  the  Central  Illinois 
Annual  Conference,  said  the 
reason  this  hymnal  was  created 
was  to  translate  the  words  into 
“signs”  that  the  deaf  can  under¬ 
stand.  He  said  his  wife,  who  is 
deaf,  “thinks  the  sign  language 
hymnal  will  be  a  breakthrough 
in  worship  for  many.” 

The  translation  project  was  a 
challenge  for  Mr.  Carrington 
because  many  hymns  were  writ¬ 
ten  200  years  ago  with  words 
that  are  no  longer  used  today 
and  contain  words  and  phrases 
that  cannot  be  interpreted  from 
one  language  to  another.  “I 
wanted  to  keep  the  same  mean¬ 
ing  as  the  authors,”  Mr.  Car¬ 
rington  said. 

In  the  English  language,  some 


words  used  in  the  hymnal  have 
at  least  10  different  meanings 
and  cannot  be  strictly  converted 
into  sign  language,  he  said.  “It 
took  time  to  study  the  meanings 
of  the  words  and  put  them  to¬ 
gether  into  a  sign  that  could  be 
interpreted.” 

Now  that  the  hymnal  has 
been  released,  Mr.  Carrington 
said  there  will  be  uniformity 
among  interpreters  in  minis¬ 
tries  to  the  deaf  as  they  use  the 
same  signs  in  presenting  the 
hymns. 

“The  hymns  are  now  accessi¬ 
ble  to  the  deaf  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church  and  will 
make  a  difference  in  their  lives 
as  they  come  to  worship,”  he 
added. 

The  hymnal  can  be  purchased 
from  Cokesbury  Bookstores  or 
by  calling  1-800-251-3320.  The 
cost  is  $24.95. 


BLOOMINGTON,  III— The  Rev.  LaVerle  Carrington,  here 
signing  music  for  the  group  Dust  and  Ashes,  has  translated 
United  Methodist  hymns  into  American  Sign  Language  (see  re¬ 
lated  story  at  left). 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  Si. 40  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  inser¬ 

tion  S28.00  minimum  charge  for  up  to  20  words. 
Blind  ads  S21.00  plus  SI  1.20  for  the  8  words  to  in¬ 
sert  our  contact  information.  Cash  must  accompany 
order  except  on  contract  advertising  or  when  other¬ 
wise  approved  in  advance.  Products  and  services  go 
through  an  approval  process.  We  schedule  two 
|  in  advance  of  an  issue  date  \ 

SEEKING  DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  Educa¬ 

tion.  Provide  direction,  implementation  and 
evaluation  of  a  broad-based  children’s  and 
youth’s  program  for  a  1 500-member  church  in  a 
University  setting.  Develop  programs  for  church 
school,  confirmation  and  United  Methodist 
Youth  Fellowship.  Evaluate  and  implement  cur¬ 
riculum.  Recruit,  train  and  support  volunteers. 
Establish  effective  collaborative  relationships 
with  children,  youth,  volunteers  and  parents. 
M.A.  in  Christian  education  strongly  d«ired,  or 
related  field;  demonstrated  experience  in  devel¬ 
oping  and  maintaining  children’s  and  youth  pro¬ 
gram;  strong  interpersonal  and  organization  skills 
necessary.  Contact:  Rev.  Tom  Wachterhauser, 

1 20  S.  State  St..  Ann  Arbor,  MI  48 1 04. 

PROGRAM  COORDINATOR:  700-member 

church  seeking  creative  energetic  person  for  full-tune 
position  beginning  June  1995.  Salary  and  benefits 
commensurate  with  experience.  Send  resume  and  job 
description  requests  to:  Rev.  Gorton  Smith,  St.  Paul’s 
UMC,  7000  Edgemere,  E  Paso.  TX  79925. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  POSITION  available  at 

vital  2800-member  church  downtown  church.  Send 
resume  to:  Ray  E.  Robinson,  First-Centenary  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  208,  Chattanooga, 
TN  37401. 

THE  CHURCH  FEDERATION  OF  Greater  Indi¬ 

anapolis  is  currently  seeking  Associate  Director  for 
Programs  &  Community  Ministries  (full-time).  Pri¬ 
mary  responsibilities  include  facilitation,  develop- 
ment  and  coordination  of  various  Church 
Federation  programs  and  ministries.  Act  as  a  liai¬ 
son  to  the  ministerial  associations  in  greater  India¬ 
napolis;  and  a  community  advisor  to  the  Executive 
Director.  Graduate  of  an  accredited  college  or  uni¬ 
versity.  Master's  degree  preferred  (e.g.  M.Div. 
M.S.W.,  etc.).  Religious  work  experience  with 
churches  a  plus.  Experience  with  group/coalition 
building  and  organizing  skills  required.  Forward 
letter  of  interest,  resume  and  three  references  by 
April  15,  1995  to:  Rev.  Angelique  Walker-Smith, 
Executive  Director,  The  Church  Federation  of 
Greater  Indianapolis,  1 100  West  42nd  St.,  Suite 
345,  Indianapolis,  IN  46208. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES,  First 

United  Methodist  Church,  Montgomery,  Ala¬ 
bama  (3100  members).  Responsibilities:  Direct 
adult/youth  choirs.  Supervise  children’s  choirs/ 
hand  bells/  music  program.  Salary  commensurate 
with  skills  and  experience.  Send  application:  Dr. 
Karl  K.  Stegall.  Search  Committee,  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  6150,  Montgomery. 
AL  36106. 

WALNUT  HILL  UNITED  METHODIST 

Church,  10066  Marsh  Lane,  Dallas,  TX  75229. 
seeking  part-time  musician,  emphasis  in  key¬ 
board  and  accompanying.  Primary  responsibil¬ 
ities  to  include:  accompanying  chancel  choir  and 
children’s  choirs  for  rehearsals/ services  as  need¬ 
ed.  Candidate  should  possess  strong  keyboard, 
transposition,  and  sight  reading  skills.  Ability  to 
improvise  a  plus.  Send  resume  to  church,  atten¬ 
tion:  Director  of  Music. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINIS  I  KIES.  Fust  Unit¬ 

ed  Methodist  church,  Redlands,  CA  seeks  full-time 
experienced  Director  of  Youth  Ministries  to  coordi¬ 
nate  comprehensive  ministry  with  junior  and  senior 
high  youth  and  their  families.  Salary  commensurate 
with  experience.  Send  resume/three  references  to: 
Search  Committee,  Fust  United  Methodist  Church, 

IE  Olive,  Redlands,  CA  92373.  (By  April  30). 

PART-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  Minis¬ 

tries  for  1400  church  in  DFW  metroplex.  Coordi¬ 
nate  music  ministries  for  three  services;  direct 
chancel  choir  and  adult  handbell  choir.  Send  re¬ 
sume,  salarv  history  and  references  to:  Music 
Search  Committee,  First  UMC,  601  Pleasant 
Ridge,  Mansfield,  TX  76063. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES:  FULL 

time  Director  of  Music  Ministry  for  a  4000-mem¬ 
ber  church.  Master’s  degree  desired.  Salary 
negotiable  depending  upon  education  and  expen- 

NEEDED:  DIRECTOR  CHRISTIAN  Education. 

Responsibilities  include  leading  youth,  overseeing 
education  program.  Salary  and  benefits  negotiable. 
Please  send  application,  date  available,  and  resume 
to:  Hollywood  Hills  UMC,  400  North  35  Ave.,  Hol¬ 
lywood,  FL  3302 1 ,  attn:  Rev.  Laite. 

mittce.  Vestavia  Hills  UMC,  2061  Kentucky  Ave., 
Birmingham,  AL  35216. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES.  First 

United  Methodist  Church,  Montgomery,  Alabama 
(3100-members).  Send  application:  Dr.  Karl  K.  Ste¬ 
gall,  Search  Committee,  FUMC,  P.O.  Box  6150, 
Montgomery,  AL  36106. 

METHODIST  MISSION  HOME,  SAN  Antonio 

seeks  Director  of  Development.  Advanced  degree, 

5  years  development  or  related  experience.  Know  - 
edge  of  United  Methodist  Church  preferred.  CFRE 
a  plus.  Position  requires  extensive  travel.  Send  re¬ 
sume  to:  Larry  Watson,  President,  Methodist  Mis¬ 
sion  Home,  6487  Whitby  Road.  San  Antonio,  TX 
78240.  Position  available  July  1st 

PANAMA  CANAL  STANDBY  CRUISE  from 

$1  399-  16  days  New  Orleans  to  San  Francisco. 
Leave  May  2,  1995.  Air  add  on  $400.  First  on 
standby  list  first  to  be  confirmed.  Not  available 
in  all  states.  Call  (713)  397-2009  for  application. 

ISRAEL.  SEE  THE  HOLY  LAND.  Organize  10 

people  and  travel  free.  10  days/9  nignts.  Only 
$1795.00  per  person.  (800)  334-4754. 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR:  MATURE  Experienced 

individual  to  manage  a  successful,  active  youth 
program.  Work  with  youth  and  supervise  adult 
volunteers.  Reply  with  salary  requirements  to: 
Germantown  United  Methodist  Church,  2331  S. 
Germantown  Rd.,  Germantown,  TN  38138. 

A  BABY  IS  OUR  DREAM!  Happily  married,  wish 

to  give  newborn  loving,  financially  secure  home. 
Call  Donna/ Anthony  1-800-588-6484,  1  -800-LUV 

N  HUG. 

ASSOCIATE  DIRECTOR  FAMILY/Children 

Ministries,  Memphis  CCOM.  Christian  Education 
background  or  master’s  degree.  Grounding  in  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodism.  Salary  negotiable.  Benefits:  health 
and  life  insurance,  pension,  IRS  mileage.  Resume 
by  May  15:  Dr.  Jim  Holmes,  575  Lambuth  Blvd., 
Jackson,  TN  38301 .  (901 )  427-8589. 

CHURCH  FOOD  SERVICE  Professionals-  fill!  or 

part-time,  grow  together  at  the  national  conference 
of  NACFS,  Charleston,  SC,  July  20-25,  1995.  Lec¬ 
tures  and  demonstrations — catering,  menus,  food 
production,  other  important  subjects.  For  member¬ 
ship  and  conference  information:  Carolyn  Clayton 
1404)  261-1794. 

FULL-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR.  Salary.  $28- 

S33.000  plus  individual  medical  coverage,  depen¬ 
dent  upon  education  and  experience.  Fax  (714) 
837-3428  or  mail  resume  and  names  of:  Pastor 
where  your  membership  is,  pastor  where  you  are 
working,  immediate  supervisor,  a  member  of  the 
church  where  you  work,  a  parent  of  a  youth  you 
have  worked  with,  and  a  friend  (not  relative)  to: 
Staff-Parish  Relations  Committee,  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  24442  Moulton  Parkway,  Laguna 
Hills,  CA  92653.  Phone:  (714)  837-3414. 

FREE  “25  IDEAS  FOR  MINISTRY  BY,  WIIH, 

and  For  Senior  Adults.’’  Send  business-size  SASE 
to:  Senior  Adult  Ministries,  1404  Subella  Drive, 
Ste.  R- 1 ,  Columbia,  MO  65203. 

“DO  YOU  WANT  TO  ADOPT  A  BABY7"  Meth¬ 

odist  Mission  Home/San  Antonio  now  accepting  ap¬ 
plications.  Texas  and  New  Mexico  residents  call 
(210)  696-702 1  for  information. 

SMOKIE  MOUNTAINS  NEAR  LAKE  Junaluska. 

Affordable  efficiencies.  Incomparable  view.  $190 

BIBLE  SOFTWARE  CLEARANCE.  Entire  Bible 

KJV  DOS  (BB10),  Strongs.  Hebrew  and  Greek 
Lex.,  topic  cross  reference  $19  (Scholars  version 
available)  Windows  (BB20 )/  MAC  (BB50):  Bible 
KJV,  topic  cross  reference,  bible  dictionary,  Mat. 
Henry’s  com.  S28  CD-ROM  (BB60):  19  Bibles, 
25  ref.  plus  more  $68.  Call  now  24  hours  1-800- 
991-3004,  ext.  4.  VISA/MC. 

per  week.  Mountain  View  Guest  House,  P.O.  Box 
1096.  Waynesville,  NC  28786.  (704)  627-9507. 

NO  ACCOMPANIST?  SING  YOUR  favorite 

hymns  in  worship  or  at  home.  Instrumental  accom¬ 
paniment  for  90  best  known  hymns  on  6-tape  cas¬ 
sette  sets.  Choose  piano  or  organ.  Word  book 
included,  but  can  be  used  with  your  hymnal.  Makes 
an  excellent  gift  $38.95  plus  shipping.  1-800-728- 

CHURCH  SOFTWARE-  COMPLETE  finance  and 
membership  programs  for  United  Methodist 
Churches  under  $260.00.  GM  Church  Software, 
P.O.  Box  468.  Whitesboro.  TX  762730468.  (800) 
241-2624,(903)  564-7946 

0573. 

VENDING  HERSHEY’S  CANDY.  MAKE  BIG 

$$$!!!  Own  a  route  and  help  Spina  Bifida  Associ¬ 
ation  of  America.  Call  for  complete  information. 
1.800-843-9051. 

UM  student 
loan  default 
rate  is  lowest 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEW  ORLEANS— United 
Methodist  student  loans  have 
the  lowest  default  rate  in  the 
United  States. 

That  encouraging  report 
came  recently  during  a  meeting 
of  the  Division  of  Higher  Edu¬ 
cation  of  the  denomination’s 
General  Board  of  Higher  Edu¬ 
cation  and  Ministry. 

Angella  Current,  head  of  the 
Office  of  Loans  and  Scholar¬ 
ships,  reported  that  2,292  stu¬ 
dents  were  awarded  $1,876,745 
in  scholarships  and  1,177  stu¬ 
dents  received  $1,141,840  in 
loans  during  1994. 

Student  loans  have  a  default 
rate  of  one  tenth  of  one  percent, 
Ms.  Current  noted. 

Despite  the  number  of  schol¬ 
arships  given,  Ms.  Current  de¬ 
scribed  1994  as  “a  strange 
year”  because  $500,000  in 
available  funds  was  not  used  or 
requested. 

She  said  she  will  survey  600 
United  Methodist  campus  min¬ 
isters  across  the  United  States 
to  determine  the  reason  for  the 
decline  in  scholarship  applica¬ 
tions. 

Ms.  Current  also  told  divi¬ 
sion  members  that  the  church’s 
scholarship  program  had  been 
boosted  by  $80,000  from  the  es¬ 
tate  of  Edith  Allen,  an  African- 
American  United  Methodist 
from  Nashville,  Tenn. _ 

Division  of  Higher  Education 
directors  also  heard  Carolyn 
Warner,  Phoenix,  Ariz.,  new  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  United  Methodist 
Foundation  for  Christian  Higher 
Education,  report  that  the  31- 
year-old  organization  has  assets 
of  nearly  $21  million,  $629,240 
of  which  was  raised  last  year. 

During  the  past  year,  the 
foundation  has  provided  314 
scholarships  totaling  $274,140 
and  13  grants  totaling 
$236,410. 

The  foundation  is  an  affiliate 
of  the  General  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry. 


U.S.  Constitution  under  attack, 
says  United  Methodist  senator 


By  IORETTA  PURDUE 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

WASHINGTON— An  assault  on 
the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  is  taking  place  in  Congress, 
Dale  Bumpers,  U.S.  Senator  from 
Arkansas  and  a  United  Methodist 
layman,  told  other  United  Method¬ 
ists  recently. 

The  presence  of  the  92  newly 
elected  members  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  and  1 1  in  the  Sen¬ 
ate  has  precipitated  an  assault  on 
children,  “an  assault  on  people  who 
through  no  fault  of  their  own  were 
born  in  poverty,”  and  an  assault  on 
the  U.S.  Constitution,  Sen.  Bump¬ 
ers  asserted. 

“Every  time  they  don’t  get  their 
way,  they  want  to  amend  the  Con¬ 
stitution.  What  kind  of  prayer  do 
you  think  they  want?  Do  you 
know?”  the  senator  asked  100  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  from  across  the 
country,  attending  the  Interfaith 
Impact  Legislative  Briefing  in 
Washington. 

Thirty-five  proposals 

Terming  the  Constitution  “a  sa¬ 
cred  document — next  to  the  Holy 
Bible” — because  it  provides  basic 
freedoms,  Sen.  Bumpers  lamented, 
“We’ve  had  35  proposals  to  amend 
the  Constitution  since  Jan.  3.” 

Sen.  Bumpers  remarked  that  the 
one  time  social  policy  was  intro¬ 
duced  into  the  Constitution — 
through  the  amendment  which  cre¬ 
ated  Prohibition — “all  we  got  for 
that  mistake  was  organized  crime 
. . .  and  it’s  still  with  us.” 

He  said  he  sees  an  extraordinary 
amount  of  cynicism,  anger  and  sus¬ 
picion  in  this  country  and  perceives 
it  as  a  threat  to  democracy. 

After  decades  of  fearing  and  hat¬ 
ing  the  the  Soviet  Union,  he  said 
“we  have  now  turned  inward — lit¬ 
erally,  upon  ourselves.” 

On  the  topic  of  decentralizing 
government,  Sen.  Bumpers  ob¬ 
served  the  inconsistency  in  wanting 
the  federal  government  to  take  over 
parts  of  the  court  system. 

“People  say  they  want  decentral¬ 
ized  government,  but  only  when 
they  can’t  get  their  way  at  the  local 


level,”  he  said. 

Only  the  national  government 
can  fulfill  the  mandate  of  providing 
for  the  general  health  and  welfare  of 
the  people,  as  required  in  the  Con¬ 
stitution,  Sen.  Bumpers  asserted. 
Only  the  national  government  can 
provide  clean  air  and  water  or  test 
medicine  and  food,  he  added. 

Plenty  of  problems 

Referring  to  crime  and  guns  as 


the  biggest  domestic  problem,  the 
senator  objected  to  plans  to  repeal 
legislation  banning  certain  assault 
weapons. 

The  senator  and  his  wife,  Betty, 
who  attend  Metropolitan  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Washington, 
said  he  sees  a  similarity  between  the 
Democratic  Party  and  the  United 
Methodist  Church:  “We  do  not 
have  a  message  that  is  being  accept¬ 
ed  by  our  people.” 


Learn  to  Preach  From 
Learned  Preachers. 
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I /addon 
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_  1995 


c/jf  sbury  Seminary’s  Beeson  Pastor  program  trains'outstanding 
y'yy  communicators  of  God’s  Word.  Each  spring  the  Beeson 
Lecture  Series  fills  the  Estes  Chapel  pulpit  with  a  world-class  biblical 
expositor.  From  Dr.  Donald  English,  president  of  the  World  Methodist 
Council,  to  Dr.  Haddon  Robinson,  host  of  Radio  Bible  Class,  students 
are  learning  to  preach  from  learned  preachers. 

This  unique,  intensive  doctoral  program  also  surrounds  Beeson  pastors 
with  top-Hight  scholars  and  ministry  practitioners  on  a  daily  basis— in 
the  classroom,  in  preaching  labs  or  off-site  in  one  of  the  nation  s  leading 
churches.  If  you ’re  interested  in  becoming  the  best  biblical  communicator 
and  Christian  leader  you  can  be.  the  Beeson  Pastor  program  is  designed 

,  wrm  asbury 

Call  the  admissions  office  today  at  runni  nrirAl 

1-800-2-ASBURY  to  learn  more  about  \I±M 
,.  ,  .  .  .  -.  V  |  SEMINARY 

this  unique  doctoral  opportunity.  ,  ...  . 

^  rr  ^  204  N  Lc.vineion  Avc  •  Wilmorc.  KY  40390 
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Celebrating  The  Joy  Of  Easter! 


7111  our  tomorrows . 


as  bright  as  the  promise 
of  "Easter 


Don't  say:  'The  roof  is  going  to  fall  in!' 

Easter:  Great  time  to  welcome 
those  infrequent  worshippers 


Lots  of  infrequent  worshippers 
will  join  the  regulars  for  Holy  Week 
and  Easter  morning  services  in  Lou¬ 
isiana  Conference  churches.  For 


Members  learn  sign-language  to  communicate 
with  three  children  in  Sunday  school  and  Scouts 


Sunday  evening  classes  in  sign- 
language  have  attracted  participants 
of  all  ages  at  First  UMC  on  Little 
Black  Bayou  Drive  in  Houma.  Now 
a  boy  who  hears  well  might  greet  a 
friend  by  signing,  “God  loves  you.” 

One  family  in  the  church  sparked 
the  interest  in  signing. 

In  the  congregation  are  Ed  and 
Melanie  Snyder  and  their  five 
healthy,  active  and  energetic  chil¬ 
dren. 

Jared,  14,  and  Eddie,  1 1,  have  nor¬ 
mal  hearing.  Daniel,  9,  Jordan,  5,  and 
Sadie,  3,  are  hearing-impaired.  The 
three  have  been  diagnosed  with  ge¬ 
netic,  progressive  sensorineural 
hearing  loss. 

The  church’s  Sunday  school 
teachers  for  the  Snyder  children, 
the  Scout  leader  of  the  Snyder  boys, 
nursery  workers  and  other  adults 
and  children  of  the  congregation  are 
participating  in  the  classes  so  they 
can  better  communicate  with  the 
Snyder  children. 

Supportive  church 

Barbara  Einsel,  diaconal  minister 
of  Christian  education,  talked  about 
the  church’s  moral  support  of  the 
family  and  the  family’s  participa¬ 
tion  in  the  church.  Her  husband, 
Rev.  Alan  Dee  Einsel,  is  pastor. 

The  sign-language  class  members 
also  hope  to  be  able  to  “speak”  to 
other  hearing-impaired  people  who 
might  attend  the  church  or  with 
■  whom  they  come  in  contact  else¬ 
where. 

Melanie  Snyder  teaches  the  class¬ 
es  with  the  assistance  of  her  hus¬ 
band. 

“There  has  been  a  lot  of  interest 
at  the  church  in  learning  sign  lan¬ 
guage,”  Barbara  Einsel  said. 
“Teachers,  leaders  and  others  want 
to  be  able  to  reach  the  kids.  Melanie 
and  Ed  see  the  interest  in  the  classes 
and  the  members’  attitudes  as  affir¬ 
mations  from  the  congregation.” 

About  18-20  people  attend  each 
class  which  lasts  about  an  hour  and 
a  half. 

Posters  around  the  church  call 
the  classes  “a  ministry  to  the  Hear¬ 
ing  Impaired.”  Members  are  invit¬ 
ed  to  “come  learn  a  new  avenue  of 
communication.” 

Active  in  church 

Melanie  Snyder  is  in  the  church’s 
bell  choir  and  is  a  substitute  Sunday 
school  teacher.  Her  husband  is  a 
Cub  Scout  leader.  The  whole  family 
is  active  in  the  church. 

The  Snyders  keep  abreast  of  med¬ 
ical  developments  that  might  help 
their  children. 

“What’s  best  for  one  child  may 
not  be  best  for  the  other,”  Ed  Sny¬ 
der  said.  Daniel  is  in  the  gifted  pro¬ 
gram  in  elementary  school  and 
speaks  orally  but  he  uses  sign  lan¬ 
guage  to  communicate  with  Jordan. 

“We’re  investigating  the  possibil¬ 
ity  of  cochlear  implants  for  Jor¬ 
dan,”  Melanie  Snyder  said.  “It’s 
hard  work,  every  day,  keeping  up 
with  all  of  our  children.  We  want 
the  best  for  them  and  we  expect  the 
best  from  them.” 

The  Snyders  also  help  other  fam¬ 
ilies  with  genetic  hearing  loss. 

They  have  volunteered  many 
hours  as  subjects  in  the  Kresge 
Hearing  Research  Laboratory  at 
LSU  Medical  Center,  New  Orleans. 
The  lab  is  conducting  a  genetic 
project  to  locate  the  gene  for  reces¬ 
sive  deafness  which  will  bring  re¬ 
searchers  closer  to  a  cure  for 
deafness. 


Melanie  and  Ed  Snyder,  couple  in  center,  illustrate  techniques  of 
signing  during  a  course  in  sign  language  at  First  UMC,  Houma. 
Three  of  their  five  children  are  hearing-impaired.  Sunday  school 
teachers,  a  Scout  leader,  nursery  workers,  other  adults  and  children 
of  the  church  are  taking  the  classes  in  order  to  be  able  to  communi¬ 
cate  with  the  Snyder  children.  Some  participants  in  the  class  are 
shown  in  the  photos  above  and  below. 


Around  the  Conference 


Daffodil  Tea 

The  Daffodil  Tea,  “A  Celebration 
of  the  Arts  ...  A  Celebration  of 
Life,”  is  set  for  Friday,  April  28,  at 
2  p.m.,  in  the  Blue  Room  of  the 
Fairmont  Hotel,  New  Orleans.  The 
tea  will  benefit  the  Methodist  Can¬ 
cer  Center  at  Pendleton  Memorial 
Methodist  Hospital  and  the  Over¬ 
ture  to  the  Cultural  Season’s  Art 
Scholarship  Program  for  high 
school  seniors. 

Informal  modeling  will  feature 
The  Worth  Collection.  Guest  per¬ 
formers  are  Melanie  Conrad,  Met¬ 
ropolitan  Opera  Gulf  Coast 
Regional  Finalist,  and  Overture’s 
Arts  Scholarship  winners. 

Cochairs  are  Martha  Conover  and 
Marian  Eggerton.  For  ticket  infor¬ 
mation  call  Leif  Pedersen,  504-244- 
5950. 


Hall  of  Fame 

Centenary  College  Alumni  Associ¬ 
ation  selected  Dr.  Juan  Watkins, 
Shreveport  otolaryngologist,  as  1995 
inductee  to  its  Alumni  Hall  of  Fame. 

.  At  Noel  Memorial  UMC,  Shreve¬ 
port,  he  is  a  member  and  past  chair 
of  both  the  Administrative  Board 
and  the  Board  of  Trustees. 

He  joins  a  se¬ 
lect  group  of  30 
people  recognized 
for  achievements 
in  their  profes¬ 
sional  careers, 
service  to  Cente¬ 
nary  College,  in¬ 
volvement  in  the 
life  of  the  college 
and  service  to 
community. 


Dr.  Juan  Watkins 


The 

Daffodil 
Tea 


Associated  with  the  Ear,  Nose 
and  Throat  Center  of  Shreveport, 
Watkins  is  affiliated  with  Schum- 
pert  Medical  Center  where  he  was 
president  of  the  medical  staff  in 
1989  and  is  a  member  of  the  gov¬ 
erning  board.  He  is  also  affiliated 
with,  Doctors’  Hospital  and  Willia 
Knighton  Medical  Center. 


;  “Inviting  Congregations”  (and  all 
;  want  to  be)  this  provides  many 
’  good  opportunities. 

Easter,  along  with  Christmas,  is 
[  one  of  the  big  church  times.  Con¬ 
gregations  swell  on  those  holidays. 
There  is  something  about  spring 
r  and  Easter  that  just  compel  people 
to  go  to  church. 

Dr.  Peter  Harrington,  chair  of  In- 
I  viting  Congregations  Task  Force  for 
i  the  Conference’s  VISION  2000  ini- 
'  tiative,  said  ministers,  greeters,  ush- 
■  ers  and  other  members  should  be 
ready  to  welcome  people  who  spo- 
.  radically  attend  church  and  visitors 
•  who  come  on  Easter  “with  genuine, 
j  warm  greetings.” 

Hug  or  handshake 

He  said,  “We  should  hug  each 
,  one  or  give  each  a  handshake  and 
.  say,  ‘Great  to  see  you!  Glad  you’re 
i  here.’  ” 

The  basis  for  the  welcome  should 
i  be  the  Prodigal  Son  (Luke  1 5)  Bibli¬ 
cal  example,  Harrington  said. 

Everyone  should  be  careful  not  to 
-  embarrass  anyone  by  referring  to 
infrequent  church  attendance.  Re¬ 
frain,  Harrington  said,  from  ever 
using  greetings  like,  “I  thought 
you’d  forgotten  where  the  church 
is,”  or  “Glad  we  have  a  strong 
roof.”  One  should  also  avoid  saying 
things  like,  “We  need  you  to  teach 
our  senior  high  group,”  or  “We 
need  your  contributions.” 

It  is  better  to  let  visitors  and  in¬ 
frequent  worshippers  know  what 
the  church  has  to  offer  them  and 
hope  their  involvement  will  be  a  re¬ 
sponse  after  finding  what  they  need 
in  the  congregation. 

Easter  is  a  good  time  to  “re-coup 
people,"  he  said.  “Don’t  let  anyone 
come  to  the  church  without  some¬ 
body  speaking  to  that  person  in  a 
positive  way.” 

Cold  congregations 

Harrington  said  he  still  hears  of 
people  visiting  churches  with  no 
greeting  from  an  usher  or  other 
member  and  no  minister  to  speak  to 
them  as  they  leave  the  church. 
There  are  other  congregations  in 
which  visitors  are  greeted  so  warm¬ 
ly  and  feel  so  welcome  that  they 
want  to  return. 

Easter  is  a  special  time  to  be  in 
church. 

Altars  will  be  covered  with  Easter 
lilies  in  many  sanctuaries.  The  tra¬ 
ditional  flowers  are  placed  there  in 
memory  of  loved  ones. 

When  worshippers  see  little  chil¬ 
dren  dressed  in  their  Easter  finery, 
hopefully  it  will  remind  them  to 
make  donations  to  the  Good  Sa¬ 
maritan  Offering.  The  fund  helps 
children  of  People’s  Community 
Center  in  New  Orleans  and  also  as¬ 
sists  patients  of  Pendleton  Memori¬ 
al  Methodist  Hospital  and  residents 
of  Lafon  Home  in  New  Orleans. 
The  offering  provides  a  means  of 
expressing  thanks  for  blessings  at 
Easter. 


Religious  Drama 

First  UMC,  Many,  and  Bayou 
Scie  had  an  unusual  guest  at  Palm 
Sunday  morning  services.  He  also 
was  featured  at  the  Sunday  thru 
Tuesday  evening  Holy  Week  ser¬ 
vices  at  First  UMC. 

Dr.  Irving  Smith,  who  has  been 
interested  in  religious  drama  since 
he  was  a  boy,  portrayed  Old  and 
New  Testament  characters.  He  be¬ 
gan  his  ministry  in  religious  drama¬ 
tization  in  1977  when  he  used  a 
robe  he  had  purchased  in  The  Holy 
Land  to  portray  Nehemiah. 

Since  that  time  he  has  worn  cos¬ 
tumes  to  depict  12  Biblical  charac¬ 
ters.  He  has  traveled  to  a  dozen 
states,  and  in  Mexico  and  Cuba. 
Since  retiring  in  1988  after  50  years 
in  the  ministry,  he  has  averaged  two 
portrayals  a  week. 


Easter 
Egg  Hunt 

Children  will  take  their  baskets 
for  the  annual  Easter  Egg  Hunt 
planned  by  First  UMC,  Mansfield, 
and  Grand  Cane  UMC.  The  event 
will  be  held  Saturday,  April  15,  at 

New  Arrival 

Congratulations  to  Evelyn  and 
Robert  Deich  who  are  the  parents 
of  a  daughter,  Ruth  Esther,  bom 
Feb.  13. 

Rev.  Bob  Deich  is  pastor  of 
Northwood  UMC,  Lafayette,  and 
she  is  also  active  in  the  Conference. 

The  Deichs  have  two  other 
daughters,  Rachel  and  Rebecca. 


110  a.m.  in  Mansfield  Battle  Park. 

Parents,  grandparents  and  frien 
are  to  provide  decorated  eggs.  R 
freshments  are  to  be  served  an 
participants  are  welcome  to  tal 
picnic  lunches. 

Youth  of  Broadmoor  UMC,  B; 
ton  Rouge  will  sponsor  an  Easti 
Egg  Hunt  and  Family  Picnic  for  tl 
families  of  children  (toddlei 
through  fifth  grade)  Saturday,  Api 
15,  from  10  a.m.  to  12:30  p.m.  c 
the  church  campus.  Activities  a: 
planned  while  eggs  are  being  hi 
den. 

Lakeview  UMC,  Shreveport,  w 
have  an  Easter  Egg  Hunt  at  1 1  a.i 
for  children  ages  2  to  5  years.  Ch 
dren  from  Providence  House  w 
participate.  A  hot  dog  lunch  is  to  I 
served.  Prizes  will  be  given  ai 
“golden"  eggs  with  prizes  inside  a 
to  be  hidden. 


Earth  Day 
and 

Eastertide 

Bishop  William  Oden 


Our  nation  will  celebrate  the  25th  Anniversary  of  Earth  Day  on  Sat¬ 
urday,  April  22.  The  following  day  has  been  designated  as  Earth  Sun¬ 
day.  Many  of  our  congregations  will  pause  and  offer  prayers  for  our 
good  —  but  wounded  —  earth. 


It  is  especially  fitting  that  Earth  Sunday  coincides  with  the  first 
Sunday  in  Eastertide.  As  Easter  affirms  the  Resurrection  of  Christ,  it 
also  celebrates  the  resurrection  of  the  earth  following  the  winter  sleep. 


The  Christian  faith  intersects  natural  law  at  the  point  of  Easter.  As 
we  celebrate  the  resurrection  of  Christ  we  also  acknowledge  that  the 
earth  is  God’s  creation  and  is  the  source  of  our  life. 


These  are  troubled  times  for  the  earth.  Problems  include  over-popu¬ 
lation  and  pollution.  There  are  debates  about  laws  and  regulations 
dealing  with  health,  safety  and  the  environment.  Many  of  these  and 
other  related  issues  are  now  before  Congress.  All  inhabitants  have  a 
vested  interest  in  the  future  of  the  earth. 


But  as  Christians,  our  interest  has  another  dimension.  We  care  be¬ 
cause  our  faith  tells  us  we  are  stewards  who  are  held  responsible  not 
only  for  our  actions  but  also  for  our  witness.  So  take  time  to  learn  about 
the  bills  before  our  legislatures  —  both  national  and  state.  Let  faith 
fuel  our  responses. 


Tulane /Loyola  Campus  Ministry 
students  plan  mission  to  Latvia 


United  Campus  Ministry  stu¬ 
dents  at  Tulane/Loyola  in  New  Or¬ 
leans  plan  a  mission  trip  to  Latvia 
this  spring.  For  nearly  two  years 
they  have  spent  time  planning  and 
researching  the  project.  They  will 
travel  to  the  country  on  May  15  and 
stay  about  two 
weeks. 

A  small.  Baltic 
country,  Latvia 
was  formerly  op¬ 
pressed  by  its 
larger  neighbor, 

Communist  So¬ 
viet  Union.  Long 
occupied  by  for¬ 
eign  troops,  the 
country  now  is 
independent. 

Religion  was 
suppressed  in 
Latvia,  Rev. 

John  Higgin¬ 
botham,  campus 
minister,  said. 

"During  its  occu¬ 
pation,  churches 
were  used  as  bar¬ 
racks  for  sol¬ 
diers,  as  boxing  arenas,  as 
museums,  as  anything  but  places  of 
worship.” 

Student  projects 

While  in  the  country,  the  mission 
work  team  will  restore  a  church  that 
is  in  disrepair,  the  Chapel  of  the  Ce- 
sis  Central  Hospital  in  Cesis,  Lat¬ 
via.  The  structure  had  been  used  for 
years  for  housing  soldiers. 

The  Louisiana  contingent  also 
will  work  with  Rev.  Vainovski,  a 
Methodist  pastor,  in  a  project  in 
Riga,  capital  of  the  country. 

“There  seems  to  be  a  strong  re¬ 
vival  of  religion  in  Latvia  among 
the  young  people,”  Higginbotham 
said.  “However,  Christianity  is  in 
competition  with  the  Eastern  reli¬ 
gions  and  with  Satanism.” 

Tulane/Loyola  United  Campus 
Ministry  includes  United  Method¬ 
ist,  Presbyterian,  United  Church  of 
Christ  and  Disciples  of  Christ  stu¬ 
dents,  but  others  are  also  welcome, 
Higginbotham  said. 

UM  students 

However,  most  of  the  students 
going  on  the  mission  are  United 
Methodists  and  much  of  the  sup¬ 
port  has  come  from  UM  churches 
in  the  New  Orleans  District,  he 
mentioned.  Higginbotham’s  wife, 
Sarah,  and  their  three  children,  Sa¬ 
rah,  John  and  Nena,  will  travel  as 
part  of  the  mission  work  team. 

“We  will  all  be  staying  in  the 
homes  with  the  people  there,"  Hig¬ 


ginbotham  said.  “One  of  our  former 
students,  who  was  active  in  the 
campus  ministry,  Karlis  Zikmanis, 
has  dual  citizenship  and  now  lives 
in  the  country.  He  has  done  much 
of  the  legwork  there  in  planning  our 
mission.” 


One  of  the  students  going  on  the 
trip  was  once  an  exchange  student 
there  and  speaks  the  language. 

Organ  donated 

A  musician  has  donated  a  pump 
organ  which  they  hope  to  take  with 
them  to  donate  to  a  church. 

Higginbotham  compares  the  story 
of  Latvia  with  a  Biblical  one.  “It 
sounds  like  a  story  from  the  pages  of 
the  Old  Testament,”  he  said.  “A 
large  imperialist  nation  invades  its 
smaller  neighbor.  It  then  kills,  im¬ 
prisons  or  exiles  its  political,  social 
and  religious  leaders.  The  religious 
practices  are  suppressed.  They  dis¬ 
place  nearly  half  the  population  with 
foreign  settlers.  For  40  years  they  car¬ 
ry  out  armed  repression.  This  is  not 
the  story  of  Israel  and  Babylon,  but 
rather  the  story  of  Latvia  and  the  (old 
Communist)  Soviet  Union.” 

In  Memoriam 

Sympathy  to  the  family  of  Rev. 
Douglas  R.  Foreman,  42,  pastor  of 
Winnsboro-Gilbert  UM  Charge, 
who  died  April  1. 

Funeral  services  were  held  on  the 
morning  of  April  4  in  Winnsboro 
UMC  and  a  funeral  with  burial  was 
held  that  afternoon  at  First  UMC, 
Jennings. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Jean 
Elizabeth,  and  five  children  Wesley 
Paul,  Joshua  Charles,  Matthew 
Douglas,  Micah  J.  and  Timothy  Scott. 


Addressing  “thank-you"  notes  to  churches  and 
individuals  who  have  contributed  toward  the  up¬ 
coming  mission  trip  to  Latvia  are,  FROM  LEFT, 
Rev.  |ohn  Higginbotham,  campus  minister  at  Tu¬ 
lane/Loyola  United  Campus  Ministry,  and  two  of 
the  participating  students,  Corey  King  and  Traci 
Mitchell. 
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Let  us  proclaim  that  death  has  no  victory 


Last  in  a  series 

Recently  the  Jesus  Seminar,  a 
group  of  biblical  scholars,  said  the 
Resurrection  of  Jesus  didn't  hap¬ 
pen.  Some  of  them  even  called  the 
Resurrection  a  hoax. 

So  what’s  new?  Skeptics  who 
deny  Jesus'  Resurrection — saying 
variously  “the  disciples  stole  his 
body"  or  “he  swooned  and  was  re¬ 
vived  secretly" — have  been  with 
us  since  the  beginning. 

Jesus  Seminar  scholars  and  oth-' 
ers  demand  empirical,  physical  ev¬ 
idence  to  support  belief.  To  them, 
finding  a  dead  body  seems  more 
important  than  the  implications  of 
an  empty  tomb. 

Yet  as  we  approach  Easter  1995, 
the  skepticism  of  naysayers 
doesn’t  obstruct  the  Resurrection 
story  as  much  as  does  the  seeming 
unwillingness  of  Christians  to  bear 
witness  to  the  miraculous  reality 
of  a  risen  Christ  in  their  lives. 

Women  and  men  telling  stories  of 
faith  have  been  crucial  to  conveying 
the  Resurrection  event  from  the  be¬ 
ginning.  However  much  their  sto¬ 
ries  differed  in  details — one  need 
only  read  the  Gospel  accounts  to 
note  the  inconsistencies — one  thing 
was  obvious:  SOMETHING  had 
occurred  which  was  so  extraordi¬ 
narily  beyond  reason  that  it  perma¬ 
nently  changed  their  lives. 

That  change  rendered  them  capa¬ 
ble  of  living  out  their  lives  in  a  phe¬ 
nomenal  manner,  without  fear  of 


Lenten 

Editorial  Series 


— J 

Christ  is  Risen 

Theology  of  the  Empty  Tomb 


death  and  with  a  passion  to  tell  of 
Christ’s  Resurrection  to  all  they  met. 

John  Wesley,  Methodism’s 
founder,  wrote  with  feeling  of  his 
own  encounter  with  the  living 
Christ  in  his  conversion  experience 
at  the  church  on  Aldersgate  Street. 

He  penned  the  belief  that  resulted 
from  that  encounter  into  Articles  of 
Religion  for  the  new  North  Ameri¬ 
can  church  in  1784.  His  words  are 
found  today  in  the  collection  of 
church  laws  and  doctrines,  the 
Book  of  Discipline:  “Christ  did 
truly  rise  again  from  the  dead,  and 


took  again  his  body,  with  all  things 
appertaining  to  the  perfection  of 
man’s  nature. . . 

One  of  Wesley’s  apostolic  suc¬ 
cessors,  United  Methodist  Bishop 
Kenneth  L.  Carder  of  Nashville, 
said  recently:  “In  the  life,  teach¬ 
ing,  death.  Resurrection  and  as¬ 
cension  of  Jesus  Christ  a  new 
creation  came  into  being.  A  new 
world  dawned,  and  the  Christ 
event  represents  a  sign  and  fore¬ 
taste  of  the  future  God  intends  to 
bring.  The  Kingdom  has  come  but 
it  is  still  to  come.” 

But  Bishop  Carder  also  warned, 
“We  [the  church]  have  forgotten 
The  Story,  the  story  of  God’s 
grace-filled  action  on  behalf  of  and 
within  the  world.” 

Will  The  Story  be  told  anew  in 
1995  with  the  same  power  and 
conviction  as  on  the  first  Easter? 

This  question  may  be  the  single 
most  important  challenge  for 
Christ’s  church  in  this  skeptical 
era.  Where  are  the  extraordinary 
witnesses  whose  transformed  lives 
testify  to  a  living  Christ? 

We,  as  inheritors  of  the  Resur¬ 
rection  witness,  can  yet  claim  our 
heritage  with  new  life  if  we  find 
ways  to  tell  and  exhibit  the  Easter 
Story  meaningfully  today.  With 
unabashed  faith  and  transforming 
hope  we  can  proclaim: 

CHRIST  IS  RISEN!  He  is  risen 
indeed! 


SKIOLD  PHOTOGRAPHS 

Christ's  Resurrection  shows  "God's  grace-filled  action  on  behalf 
of  and  within  the  world"  (see  related  editorial  at  left). 


Biblical  scholarship  should  be  rooted  in  church  life 


I  find  the  Jesus  Seminar’s  recent  at¬ 
tempt  to  affirm  the  “religious  truth” 
of  the  resurrection  of  Jesus  while  de¬ 
nying  its  historical  veracity  to  be  most 
interesting  (see  UMR,  March  1 7  and 
related  editorial  above). 

It  seems  to  me  to  be  an  excellent 
illustration  of  the  dominant  rela¬ 
tionship  between  the  practicing 
faith  community  and  academically- 
oriented  biblical  and  theological,, 
scholarship:  a  relationship  of  dis¬ 
connectedness,  fraught  with  mal¬ 
aise,  suspicion  and  mistrust. 

Many  strengths  and  weakness 
could  be  discussed  on  each  side  of 
this  relationship.  But  as  a  parish 
pastor  who  values  scholarship  and 
the  constructive  use  of  historical- 
critical  methodology,  I  wish  to  reg¬ 
ister  my  disappointment  at  the  way 
in  which  much  of  the  work  being 
done  by  academic  scholars  today 
has  little  relevance  to  the  life  of  the 
church.  The  Jesus  Seminar  is  a  good 
illustration  of  this,  especially  as  one 
of  its  stated  goals  is  to  share  the 
benefits  of  biblical  scholarship  with 
a  wider  audience. 

Historically,  biblical  and  theologi¬ 
cal  scholarship  was  in  some  sense 
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rooted  in  the  ongoing  life  of  the 
church.  In  our  day  this  is  not  the 
norm;  the  norm  is  that  such  scholar¬ 
ship  takes  place  within  the  context  of 
the  university,  an  institution  which 
to  a  great  extent  has  intentionally  dis¬ 
tanced  itself  from  the  practicing  com- 
munity  of  faith.  Indeed  it  is 
interesting  to  note  how  many  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Jesus  Seminar  teach  not 
in  seminaries,  which  do  attend  to  the 
maintenance  of  a  relationship  be¬ 
tween  themselves  and  the  practicing 
faith  community,  but  in  departments 
of  religion  in  private  and  public  uni¬ 
versities,  where  such  relationships 
are  all  but  disavowed. 

Until  the  community  of  biblical 
and  theological  scholars  addresses 
more  adequately  its  relationship  to 
and  with  the  practicing  faith  commu¬ 
nity  its  work  will  at  best  continue  to 
have  marginal  relevance  to  the  faith 
community,  which  is  most  unfortu¬ 
nate.  Perhaps  some  of  our  more  de- 
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"A  solid  indication  that  Pastor  Marv's  sermons  needed  new  life." 


tached  scholarly  colleagues  might 
consider  again  what  Karl  Barth 
meant  when  he  said,  “Modem  man 
is  irrelevant.” 

Richard  L.  Miller 
Whitefish  Bay,  Wisconsin 

Grain  and  chaff 

The  report  on  the  Jesus  Seminar 
(see  UMR,  March  17)  reminds  me 
of  my  inward  spiritual  conflicts  in 
my  youth  when  confronted  with  the 
liberalism  of  the  1920s  and  1930s.  I 
felt  outraged  and  at  the  same  time 
apprehensive  lest  the  “higher  criti¬ 
cism”  completely  undermine  my 
grounds  for  believing  and  having 
faith  in  the  God  of  the  Old  and  New 
Testaments. 

I  feel  sorry  for  serious  young 
Christians  today  who  may  be  con¬ 
fronted  with  these  new  challenges  to 
belief  and  the  probability  that  some 
will  decide  that  there  are  insuffi¬ 
cient  grounds  for  vital  faith  in  God. 

As  for  those  of  us  who  have  strug¬ 
gled  through  all  the  obstacles  to  a  vi¬ 
tal  faith  and  who  have  learned  to 
love  the  Bible  and  to  take  to  heart  all 
that  the  Spirit  enables  us  to  receive, 
the  “findings”  of  the  Jesus  Seminar 
people  are  like  a  feather  against  a 
gold  bar  on  a  balance  scale.  In  other 
words,  the  authentic  message,  the 
Good  News  of  the  New  Testament 
revelation  is  the  pure  grain  and  the 
conclusions  of  these  critics  are  chaff 
by  comparison. 

Donald  E.  Kohlstaedt 
Spokane,  Washington 

What  about  Republicans? 

I  found  it  ironic  that  you  published 
the  names  of  U.S.  Senators  who  are 
United  Methodists  in  the  April  7  edi¬ 
tion  of  the  Reporter  which  con¬ 
tained  two  United  Methodist  News 
Service  articles  by  Joretta  Purdue 
on  the  Interfaith  Impact  Legislative 
Briefing  in  Washington. 

In  both  articles  reporting  remarks 
of  Hillary  Clinton  and  Arkansas 
Senator  Dale  Bumpers,  the  political 
remarks  of  the  speakers  attempted 
to  align  their  political  positions 
with  a  morally  and  even  religiously 
correct  position. 

Wouldn’t  it  be  interesting  to  see 
how  United  Methodist  Senators 
Robert  Dole  of  Kansas  or  Richard 
Lugar  of  Indiana  would  respond  to 
Senator  Bumpers’  perceived  similar¬ 


ity  between  the  Democratic  Party 
and  The  United  Methodist  Church? 

Roger  Williams 
Nocona,  Texas 

Memories  of  prayer 

Cean  Wilson  in  the  March  24  Re¬ 
porter  expressed  my  views  on 
prayer  before  school. 

I  am  82  and  grew  up  when  there 
■  was  no  law  against  prayer  in  school. 
We  prayed  (or  mumbled)  the  Lord’s 
Prayer  two  or  three  times  a  week  in 
school  assembly,  as  I  recall.  But  the 
prayer  that  I  really  remember,  that  I 
hung  on  to  for  many,  many  years, 
was  the  prayer  in  my  family  before  I 
left  for  school  every  day. 

When  my  older  brother  went 
away  to  college,  family  prayers  for 
him  specifically  were  very  definite 
and  regular.  When  I  went  away 
from  home,  there  was  no  doubt  that 
my  name  was  lifted  in  earnest 
prayer  by  my  family  every  day. 

None  of  those  prayers  were 
thoughtlessly  mumbled;  they  were 
prayed,  and  they  sustained  me  during 
my  youth  and  far  into  my  adulthood. 

As  a  child,  I  was  also  taught  to 
pray  “inside”  school  in  every  diffi¬ 
culty  and  time  of  stress.  No  law  can 
touch  that,  and  it  was  so  rewarding, 
sustaining,  fulfilling,  that  it  never  oc¬ 
curred  to  me  to  miss  group  prayer  on 
the  school  property,  even  though  at 
that  time  there  was  no  law  against  it. 
Margaret  Telford  St.  Amant 
Baker,  Louisiana 

Why  consider  merger? 

Recently  I  read  that  The  United 
Methodist  Church  is  considering 
discussions  of  a  possible  merger 
with  historically  black  Methodist 
denominations. 

The  concern  I  have  is  this:  Con¬ 
sidering  the  difficulty  it  is  currently 
trying  to  administer  and  operate 
The  United  Methodist  Church,  and 
trying  to  rid  the  denomination  of 
the  “bigger  is  best”  mindset,  why 
are  we  even  discussing  merger? 


The  answer  to  solving  the  prob¬ 
lems  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  isn’t  another  merger  but 
spiritual  renewal  and  revival. 

Kilton  Holmes 
Poynette,  Wisconsin 

Protesting  a  protest 

Regarding  the  letter  of  Hayes 
Fletcher  (see  LJMR,  March  24), 
commenting  on  the  “Beyond  Be¬ 
lief’  cartoon  involving  a  black  cray¬ 
on,  I  take  issue! 

Black  crayons  were  always  used  to 
outline  other  colors.  With  all  due  re¬ 
spect  to  Mr.  Fletcher,  I  think  we 
should  put  more  effort  in  applauding 
the  talents  of  each  individual  (no 
matter  what  color)  and  expend  less 
energy  in  criticizing  the  small  stuff 
C.  Carson  Parks 
Waynesville,  North  Carolina 

A  suggestion  for  '96 

How  inspiring  it  was  to  read 
“Bishops  speak  out  on  evangelism” 
(see  UMR,  March  24)!  Each  of  the 
eight  excerpts  emphasized  impor¬ 
tant  aspects  of  the  evangelistic  task. 
Thank  you. 

The  question  now  is:  When  will 
our  bishops  turn  from  preaching  to 
the  converted  to  leading  the  church 
in  doing  evangelism? 

Suppose  our  bishops  and  the 
Council  on  Evangelism  focused  on  a 
massive  witness  for  Christ  just  before 
the  opening  of  the  1996  General 
Conference  by  preaching  on  the 
street  comers,  parks  and  churches  of 
Denver.  What  if  other  leaders  from 
the  churchwide  boards  could  witness 
by  volunteering  in  soup  kitchens, 
homeless  shelters  and  rescue  mis¬ 
sions.  Many  of  the  General  Confer¬ 
ence  delegates  could  be  involved  in 
calling  on  lapsed  and  prospective 
members  of  United  Methodist  con¬ 
gregations  in  the  community. 

In  my  opinion  our  church  is  wait¬ 
ing  for  such  a  definite  witness. 

Robert  A.  Mulligan 
Savoy,  Illinois 


My  Witness 

A  soul 
hungers  for 
God's  spring 

By  ANITA  ICEMAN 

This  time  of  year  the  road  be¬ 
tween  Phoenix  and  Tucson  (where 
my  office  and  home  are  located)  be¬ 
comes  very  familiar.  The  Cabinet 
meets  in  Phoenix  every  other  week 
during  the  appointment  season — 
the  remodeled  Motel  6  in  Scottsdale 
“keeps  its  light  burning”  for  me  and 
all  the  others  who  thought  to  make 
reservations  months  ago. 

After  nearly  five  years  and  over 
100  nights,  Motel  6  almost  feels  like 
home.  I  was  even  there  the  night  the 
restaurant  next  door  burned — lots 
of  us  watched  as  the  firemen 
worked  at  3:30  a.m.  Remarkable  . . . 

But  that’s  not  what  I  want  to  talk 
about.  Winter — what  we  experience 
of  it  in  Arizona,  southern  Nevada 
and  along  the  Colorado  River  in 
California — is  over.  Grass  in  the 
desert  has  turned  the  color  of  emer¬ 
ald  Ireland.  Wildflowers  unrestrict¬ 
ed  by  our  disciplined  gardens  have 
begun  to  paint  the  hillsides.  Gray- 
brown,  seemingly  dead  winter  land¬ 
scapes  awaken  daily  from  their 
comatose  states.  On  the  way  to 
Willcox  recently  there  was  a  pasture 
full  of  frisky  newborn  calves.  De¬ 
lightful  . . . 

Has  your  spirit  been  dormant 
since  the  wonder  of  Christmas  holy 
days?  Sometimes  it  does  seem  as  if 
the  soul  shrouds,  as  if  God  is  on  va¬ 
cation  on  the  other  side  of  the 
world.  Even  the  soul  can  hunger  for 
spring,  for  nourishment,  for  a  sense 
of  God’s  wondrous  presence. 

During  Lent  we  are  invited  to 
take  a  symbolic  journey — to  walk 
the  dusty  roads  of  Palestine  with  Je¬ 
sus.  To  make  our  way  with  and 
through  the  crowds  to  Jerusalem, 
city  on  a  hill.  To  accept  God’s 
promise  of  life  fulfilled  beyond  our 
imaginations.  To  know  at  least  that 
the  soul’s  hunger  and  thirst  will  be 
assuaged.  To  revel  in  the  refresh¬ 
ment  of  resurrection. 

Bon  voyage  to  all  of  us — may 
God’s  spring  invigorate  and  bless 
us. 

"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  can  share  mean¬ 
ingful  experiences  of  the  Christian  life. 
Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (one  typed,  double-spaced 
page  maximum  length)  to  "My  Wit¬ 
ness,"  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O. 
Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 
Include  a  stamped,  self-addressed  enve¬ 
lope  for  return  of  manuscripts. 


The  Rev.  Anita 
Iceman  is 
superintendent  of 
the  South  District 
of  the  Desert- 
Southwest  Annual 
Conference. 
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What  others 
are  saying 

“The  Easter  story  is  worldover¬ 
coming;  it  has  a  power  in  the  Living 
Christ  to  make  everything  different 
in  our  lives. . . .  We  cannot  be  de¬ 
feated,  but  rather,  filled  with  the 
power  of  the  living  One  who  over¬ 
comes  sin  and  all  destructive  forces, 
we  become  outposts  in  the  world 
for  new  creation.” 

— United  Methodist  Bishop  George 
W.  Bashore,  Pittsburgh  Area. 

★  *  * 

“Christianity  has  to  be  more  than 
‘10  ways  to  get  through  a  bad  Mon¬ 
day.’  . .  .What  I  need  on  Sunday 
morning  is  a  chance  to  crash  smack- 
dab  into  something  bigger  than  my¬ 
self  or  American  culture,  and  that’s 
the  living  God.” 

— The  Rev.  Joel  Gregory,  Fort  Worth, 
Texas. 


Evangelism  and 
Memfrership 

You  will  connect  with  members  and  constituents 
within  your  immediate  parish,  also  those  beyond 
your  immediate  geographical  limits,  with  a 
nationally  published  newspaper  with  you  as 
front  page  news! 

This  Is  An  Opportunity  You  Need  To  Investigate  Now! 
Compare  Your  Costs  and  UMR  Investment  Today! 
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Ron  Thomas  or  Kay  Fielder 
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GAMBLING  DENOUNCED:  The  four 

United  Methodist  bishops  with  episcopal  areas 
in  Pennsylvania  have  strongly  denounced  gam¬ 
bling  as  a  “menance  to  society”  and  urged  the 
commonwealth’s  churches  to  “oppose  the  ex¬ 
pansion  of  gambling  and  especially  riverboat 
gambling  in  Pennsylvania.”  Signed  by  Bishops 
George  W.  Bashore  (Pittsburgh),  William  B. 
Grove  (Albany),  Felton  E.  May  (Harrisburg) 
and  Susan  M.  Morrison  (Philadelphia),  the 
bishops’  letter  urged  clergy  and  laity  “to  join 
them  in  opposing  all  forms  of  gambling  in 
Pennsylvania,”  specifically  PA  House  Bill  929, 
known  as  the  Excursion  Boat  Gaming  Bill  for 
Waterfront  Economic  Development. 

TAX  AUDIT  DELAY  ASKED:  A  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Senate  Finance  Committee  has  goue 
to  bat  for  the  clergy.  Sen.  David  Pryor  (D-Ark.) 
earlier  this  year  requested  and  received  confir¬ 
mation  that  all  pending  audits  of  United 
Methodist  clergy  would  be  suspended  until  the 
appeal  in  U.S.  Tax  Court  of  Weber  v.s.  [the 
IRS]  Commissioner  is  decided.  The  Weber 
case  is  to  determine  whether  clergy  can  file  in¬ 
come  tax  returns  as  self-employed  individuals 
or  if  they  must  file  as  employees  of  the  church 
they  serve.  The  decision  will  affect  how  ex¬ 
penses  related  to  ministerial  functions  are  re¬ 
ported  to  the  Internal  Revenue  Service. 

EXAMINING  DIRECTIONS:  Members 
.of  The  United  Methodist  Church’s  largest  eth- 
nic  caucus  Black  Methodists  for  Church  Re¬ 
newal  at  their  annual  assembly  in  Charleston, 
S.C.,  recently  formed  a  task  force  to  examine 
and  recommend  new  directions  for  the  denomi¬ 
nation.  They  considered  concerns  related  to 
the  church’s  polity,  structure  and  operations. 
The  caucus  expressed  concern  about  the 
shrinking  number  of  black  professionals  em¬ 
ployed  by  churchwide  agencies  and  heard  a 
challenge  to  become  more  involved  in  ministry 
to  their  communities. 


Melvin  G.  Talbert  Leontine  Kelly 

BISHOPS  SPOTLIGHTED:  Bishop 


Melvin  G.  Talbert,  San  Francisco  Area,  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  United  Methodist  Council  of  Bish¬ 
ops  and  president-elect  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches,  and  retired  Bishop  Leon¬ 
tine  T.C.  Kelly,  San  Mateo,  Calif.,  the  First 
black  female  bishop  elected  by  any  major  U.  S. 
religious  group,  are  among  black  church  leaders 
featured  in  the  50th  anniversary  issue  of  Ebony 
magazine  published  this  month. 

ENCYCLICAL  CHALLENGED:  in  a 

quick  response  to  the  Pope’s  recent  encyclical 
on  birth  control,  the  Rev.  Katherine  Hancock 
Ragsdale,  president  of  the  National  Coalition 
for  Reproductive  Choice,  urged  the  pontiff  to 
consider  the  faith  values  that  lead  non-Catho- 
lics  to  support  choice  regarding  abortion.  She 
also  challenged  the  Pope’s  lack  of  attention  to 
anti-abortion  violence.  The  United  Methodist 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society  and 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries’  Women’s 
Division  are  members  of  the  coalition  com¬ 
posed  of  38  religious  organizations. 

BISHOP'S  WIFE  DIES:  Eleanor  Sanders, 
wife  of  retired  United  Methodist  Bishop  Carl 
Sanders  of  Richmond,  Va.,  died  March  23  in 
Richmond.  She  is  survived  by  Bishop  Sanders 
and  two  daughters. 


Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


EASTERN  PENNSYLVANIA  CONFERENCE  PHOTO 


Clergy  sponsor  housing 

PHILADELPHIA— The  Rev.  William  Staton 
|r.  (right),  pastor  of  Tioga  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Philadelphia,  presides  at  ground¬ 
breaking  for  a  33-unit  apartment  complex 
sponsored  by  the  ecumenical  Clergy  Hous¬ 
ing  Support  Group.  Mr.  Staton  chairs  the 
group  composed  of  pastors  of  seven  inner- 
city  churches  seeking  to  help  residents  find 
adequate,  affordable  housing.  The  new 
complex,  called  Tioga  Gardens,  is  being 
built  on  Tioga  UMC's  former  site. 
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UMC  seminary  hosts  presidential  summit 


The  Economic  Conference 

OF  THE 

President  and  Vice  President 

?V  ;  J 


SOUTHERN  REGIONAL  CONFERENCE 
ATLANTA  •  MARCH  29.  1995 


EMORY  UNIVERSITY  PHOTO  BY  KAY  HINTON 


ATLANTA— President  Bill  Clinton,  Vice  President  Al  Gore  and  Georgia  Gov.  Zell  Miller  lead  the 
president's  economic  summit  in  Cannon  Chapel  of  United  Methodist-related  Candler  School  of 
Theology  at  Emory  University  (see  related  story  at  left).  The  summit  marked  the  second  time  a 
sitting  U.S.  president  has  visited  the  chapel.  The  other  was  President  Jimmy  Carter  in  1979. 


By  ALICE  M.  SMITH 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

ATLANTA— United  Methodist- 
related  Candler  School  of  Theology 
found  itself  in  an  unprecedented 
media  spotlight  March  29  when  the 
President  and  Vice  President  came 
to  conduct  a  high-profile  economic 
summit  in  Cannon  Chapel. 

In  fact,  the  only  two  visits  by 
sitting  U.S.  presidents  to  the 
Emory  University  campus  have 
been  to  Cannon  Chapel,  named 
for  retired  Bishop  William  R. 
Cannon,  a  former  dean. 

Carter  broke  ground 

The  last  time  a  president  visit¬ 
ed  was  Aug.  30,  1979,  when  Pres¬ 
ident  Jimmy  Carter  came  to 
break  ground  for  the  chapel.  Two 
years  earlier  Bishop  Cannon  had 
given  the  invocation  at  President 
Carter’s  inauguration. 

Candler,  with  576  students,  is 
the  largest  of  the  13  seminaries 
related  to  The  United  Methodist 
Church. 

Candler  Dean  R  Kevin  La- 
Gree  and  his  staff  took  the  celeb¬ 
rity  visit  in  stride,  arranging 
schedules,  moving  classes  and 
temporarily  relocating  faculty 
members  who  have  offices  in  the 
building. 

Cannon  Chapel  was  the  most 
suitable  building  on  the  campus 
for  the  summit,  said  the  universi¬ 
ty’s  public  relations  director  Jan 
Gleason,  because  there  was  space 
for  both  a  30-seat  table  and  200 
onlookers. 

While  on  the  campus.  President 


Clinton  utilized  the  office  of  the 
Rev.  Susan  Henry-Crowe,  a  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  minister  who  serves 
as  the  university’s  chaplain. 

A  fever  of  excitement  pulsed 
through  the  entire  campus  the  day 
of  the  visit  by  President  Clinton 
and  Vice  President  Gore. 

“I’ve  never  seen  such  excitement 
and  activism  as  the  president's  ar¬ 
rival  has  generated,”  said  student 
body  president  Laura  Sawyer. 

Thousands  of  students  lined 
the  roadway  to  watch  the  presi¬ 
dential  motorcade  early  in  the 
day  and  then  crowded  into  the 
Woodruff  gymnasium  and  wait¬ 
ed  for  two  hours  or  more  to  hear 
the  president  and  vice  president 
speak. 

'Newt  country' 

The  reception  was  both  bois¬ 
terous  and  enthusiastic,  although 
at  least  one  sign  was  hoisted  with 
the  taunt,  “Welcome  to  Newt 
country.”  The  new  speaker  of  the 
U.S.  House  of  Representatives, 
Newt  Gingrich,  hails  from  Mari¬ 
etta,  Ga.,  and  is  an  Emory  Uni¬ 
versity  alumnus. 

In  his  speech,  President  Clinton 
ticked  off  the  economic  accomplish¬ 
ments  of  his  administration,  includ¬ 
ing  reducing  the  deficit,  expanding 
trade,  reforming  government  and 
lowering  the  unemployment  rate. 

At  the  same  time,  he  acknowl¬ 
edged  widespread  disenchantment 
with  the  administration  and  at¬ 
tributed  it  to  the  fact  that  while 
6. 1  million  new  jobs  had  been  cre¬ 
ated  in  the  past  two  years,  wages 


are  stagnant,  there  is  less  job  secu¬ 
rity  and  the  inequality  in  the  mid¬ 
dle  class  continues  to  grow. 

He  urged  the  students  not  to  sit 
on  the  sidelines  as  the  “great  de¬ 
bate”  rages  in  Washington  about 
the  role  of  government — one  view 
contending  government  can  solve 
all  problems  and  the  opposite 


view  claiming  government  is  the 
source  of  all  problems. 

The  answer.  President  Clinton 
offered,  is  somewhere  in  be¬ 
tween — “a  limited  but  highly  ef¬ 
fective  government  that  costs  less 
and  does  what  it’s  supposed  to  do 
. . .  Government  can’t  fix  it  all, 
and  government  can’t  walk  away 
from  it  alL” 


He  asked  the  students  to  enter 
the  debate  over  the  role  of  na¬ 
tional  government  by  determin¬ 
ing  “what  is  best  for  you  and 
your  future  and  the  other  people 
in  this  country.” 

Ms.  Smith  is  executive  director 
of  the  Georgia  United  Methodijt 
Communications  Council.  '■ 


Bishop:  Conversion  energizes ' doubting  Thomases' 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVAEl 


WHITE  PLAINS,  N.Y. — A  clergy  couple,  the  Rev.  James  Wat¬ 
kins  and  the  Rev.  lane  Honeycutt  of  Virginia,  are  commis¬ 
sioned  as  missionaries  by  (from  left)  Bishops  Dan  Solomon 
(Oklahoma  Area),  Fritz  Mutti  (Kansas  Area),  F.  Herbert  Skeete 
(New  England  Area)  and  the  Rev.  Randolph  Nugent,  chief  ex¬ 
ecutive  of  the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  (see  related 
story  at  right). 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

WHITE  PLAINS,  N.Y. —If 
you  have  any  doubt  that  Jesus  is 
Lord,  then  you  might  need  an¬ 
other  conversion  experience  to 
cure  your  faithlessness,  says  the 
president  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  world  missions  unit. 

Bishop  Dan  Solomon  (Oklaho¬ 
ma  Area)  offered  that  diagnosis 
for  those  with  a  spiritual  defi¬ 
ciency  prior  to  the  April  2  com¬ 
missioning  of  10  missionaries 
from  the  church’s  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries. 

Besides  giving  a  prescription  to 
energize  “doubting  Thomases” 
within  the  church,  Bishop  Solo¬ 
mon  made  three  observations  con¬ 
cerning  the  mission  and  ministry 
of  the  followers  of  Jesus  Christ: 

1.  Compulsion  for  mission  and 
ministry  is  rarely  the  result  of  co¬ 
ercion.  The  bishop  reminded  the 
congregation  that  statistics  rarely 
move  people  into  serving  Christ, 
but  showing  others  how  to  follow 
the  risen  savior  is  what  ignites 
the  flame  of  mission. 

“I  have  rarely  seen  a  renewal 
movement  that  has  come  about 
from  statistical  analysis,”  said 
Bishop  Solomon,  president  of  the 
mission  board’s  World  Division. 


Global  missions  board  eyes 
reorganization,  downsizing 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

NEW  YORK  CITY— The 
United  Methodist  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  came  one 
step  closer  to  creating  a  “more 
efficient,  simplified  structure” 
last  week  with  a  proposal  to  re¬ 
duce  its  membership  starting  in 
1 997  from  1 80  to  90. 

However,  board  members 
from  outside  the  U.S.  pleaded 
that  international  representation 
on  the  mission  board  not  be  cut. 

“The  objective  in  our  guidelines 
was  to  reduce  the  number  of  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  board,”  said  Martha 
“Twick”  Morrison  of  Vicksburg, 
Miss.,  chair  of  the  committee  on 
legislation  and  a  member  of  a  sepa¬ 
rate  committee  recommending  the 
structure  changes. 

'How  many  do  you  need?' 

“What  we  want  you  to  think 
about  is,  ‘How  many  people  do 
you  need  to  do  the  work  of  the 
board?  But  what  is  too  large  to 
work  together?’  ” 

During  a  special  segment  of  the 
board’s  meeting,  held  at  its  inter¬ 
national  headquarters  at  New 
York’s  Interchurch  Center,  elected 


directors  approved  portions  of  the 
new  structure  document. 

Board  officials  say  this  new 
structure  may  set  the  tone  for 
new  mission  work  for  the  church. 

The  document’s  final  draft  will 
be  mailed  to  Global  Ministries’ 
elected  directors  by  Sept.  29  to 
prepare  for  a  final  vote  during 
their  meeting  in  October. 

Dr.  Morrison  told  the  Reporter 
that  parts  of  this  new  structure 
document  will  become  proposals 
to  the  church’s  top  legislative  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  slated  for  April 
1996.  The  document  will  also  be 
part  of  the  General  Board  of  Glob¬ 
al  Ministries'  bylaws  in  1 996. 

'We  all  feel  pain' 

The  Rev.  Donald  E.  Messer  of 
Denver,  who  chairs  the  task  force 
recommending  the  proposal,  said 
the  main  reason  for  the  recom¬ 
mendation  is  to  assure  that  the 
mission  board  has  the  resources 
to  do  its  work. 

“There  is  not  a  person  in  this 
room  that  does  not  feel  pain  about 
these  reductions,”  said  Dr.  Mess¬ 
er. 

“But  there  have  been  sugges¬ 
tions  about  the  board’s  size 


throughout  the  denomination  for 
a  long  time.  We  have  to  wrestle 
with  that  question  before  some¬ 
one  does  it  for  us.” 

The  task  force  also  recom¬ 
mends  that: 

■  The  new  structure  retain  the 
current  formula  in  the  United 
Methodist  Book  of  Discipline: 
three-sixths  (one-half)  of  the 
members  coming  from  the  U.S., 
two-sixths  (one-third)  represent¬ 
ing  United  Methodist  Women 
and  one-sixth  from  the  Central 
Conferences  (United  Methodist 
regional  bodies  outside  the  U.S.). 

The  U.S.  membership  formula 
includes  directors  representing 
each  of  the  five  geographical  ju¬ 
risdictions,  representatives  from 
the  Council  of  Bishops  and  addi¬ 
tional  members. 

■  The  Women’s  Division 
membership  to  the  board  be 
named  by  the  Women’s  Division. 

All  recommendations  made  by 
the  coordinating  task  force  were 
approved  with  little  debate  with 
the  exception  of  attempts  to  in¬ 
crease  the  size  to  ensure  inclusi- 
vity  of  United  Methodists  from 
racial  and  ethnic  language  annual 
conferences. 


2.  Energy  for  mission  and  min¬ 
istry  is  rarely  the  result  of  new  in¬ 
formation.  Having  new  ideas  on 
doing  the  work  of  the  church 
may  be  helpful  but  it  is  not  suffi¬ 
cient. 

“I’ve  never  seen  a  mission 
statement  come  with  batteries  in¬ 
cluded,”  said  Bishop  Solomon, 
receiving  a  host  of  “Amens.” 

3.  Dilemma  obsession  is  rarely 
a  springboard  to  deliverance. 

When  local  churches  become 
dilemma  obsessed,  they  become 
survivalist-oriented,  he  said.  Like 
the  disciple  Thomas,  continued 
the  bishop,  some  people  in  the 
local  church  have  “got  to  see  Je¬ 
sus,  touch  Jesus  and  feel  Jesus 
before  they  can  do  anything. 

“But  Jesus  showed  up!”  ex¬ 
claimed  the  episcopal  leader. 
“I’m  thankful  that  Jesus,  the  ris¬ 
en  Lord,  never  suffers  from  res¬ 
urrection  appearance  fatigue.” 

Bishop  Solomon  concluded 
that  when  Jesus  showed  up, 
Thomas  “signed  on.”  That  was  a 
conversion  experience  for  him. 

“I  pray  that,  tike  Thomas,  you 
will  have  a  conversion  in  your 
life.  Sign  on  today. 

“Signing  on  with  our  lips  and 
our  hearts  means  we  are  galva¬ 
nized  into  simple  and  yet  pro¬ 


found  and  life-changing 
conviction  that  Jesus  is  Lord." 

New  missionaries  commis¬ 
sioned  at  Memorial  UMC  in 
White  Plains  were: 

The  Rev.  Alford  and  Hope  At- 
phonae.  New  England  Annual  Con¬ 
ference,  to  Jamaica,  serving  with  the 
Methodist  Church  in  the  Caribbean 
and  the  Americas. 

Dr.  Alphonse  will  serve  as  a  pas¬ 
tor;  Mrs.  Alphonse  will  serve  in  the 
library  at  United  Theological  College 
of  the  West  Indies  in  Jamaica. 

Virginia  Sue  Canafax,  Central 
Texas  Annual  Conference,  to  Nige¬ 
ria,  West  Africa. 

Douglas  and  Beth  Gipe,  North 
Carolina  Annual  Conference,  to  the 
Southern  Zaire  Annual  Conference. 

The  Gipes  will  be  assigned  to  thg 
English-speaking  school  of  Lubum- 
bashi  in  Zaire.  Mr.  Gipe  will  serve  as 
principal;  Mrs.  Gipe  will  serve  as  a 
teacher. 

The  Rev.  Jane  Denise  Honeycutt 
and  the  Rev.  James  P.  (Pat)  Watkins 
(a  clergy  couple),  Virginia  Annual 
Conference,  to  Nigeria.  West  Africa. 

Juan  de  Dios  Jara,  from  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  of  Chile,  to  Peru. 

Don  and  Joan  Woodward  of  Fargo! 
N.D.,  to  the  North  Shaba  Annual 
Conference  in  Zaire. 

Mr.  Woodward  will  serve  as  a  mis) 
sion  pilot/mechanic;  Mrs.  Woodi- 
ward  will  be  assigned  to  family  and 
community  ministry. 


FENINSUEA-DELAWARE  CONFERENCE  PHOEO 

The  way  of  the  cross 

REHOBOTH  BEACH,  Del. — "Jesus  Takes  Up  His  Cross"  is 
one  of  14  paintings  in  the  series  "Stations  of  the  Cross"  by 
artist  Murray  Archibald.  The  paintings  have  been  a  focus 
for  Lenten  worship  at  Epworth  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Rehoboth  Beach.  Mr.  Archibald,  an  Epworth  member, 
created  the  paintings  as  a  gift  for  the  church. 
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PRODUCER  HONORED:  Christy  tv- 


series  producer  Ken  Wales  received  a 
award  for  lifetime  achieve¬ 
ment  from  the  Religious 
Public  Relations  Council 
during  its  recent  annual 
meeting  in  Los  Angeles.  Mr. 

Wales,  a  member  of  Pacific 
Palisades  United  Methodist 
Community  Church,  was 
cited  for  “vividly  portraying 
persons  of  faith  in  compel-  Ken  Wales 
ling,  attractive  roles  and  presenting  religious 
themes  for  public  discussion.”  Christy,  his  i 
most  recent  enterprise,  will  air  two  new  epi¬ 
sodes  April  1 5  and  22. 


VOLUNTEERS  FOR  HAITI:  The  Rev. 

Dean  Williams  of  Akron,  Ohio,  has  been 
named  to  coordinate  Volunteers  in  Mission 
(VIM)  teams  in  Haiti  for  the  United  Methodist 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries.  Mr.  Wil¬ 
liams,  who  has  served  with  various  volunteer 
teams  in  Africa  and  the  Caribbean,  led  the 
board’s  second  team  responding  to  the  Rwan¬ 
da  and  Burundi  refugee  crisis  last  fall.  Individ¬ 
uals  and  teams  interested  in  volunteer  service 
in  Haiti  should  contact  Mr.  Williams  at  (216) 
336-6689  or  (216)  784-9333  or  write  to  Volun¬ 
teers  in  Mission:  Haiti,  461  Frazier  Ave„  Ak¬ 
ron,  Ohio  44305. 


PAGES  AND  MARSHALLS:  United 

Methodists  wanting  to  serve  as  pages  and  mar¬ 
shals  during  the  church's  top  legislative  body  in 
Denver  April  16-26,  1996,  are  invited  to  submit 
applications.  About  150  volunteers  will  be  cho¬ 
sen,  according  to  the  Rev.  Mark  R.  Wharff  of 
Millbrae,  Calif.,  chairman  of  the  marshals  and 
pages.  Both  clergy  and  lay  persons  are  eligible. 
Marshals  and  pages  serve  at  their  own  ex¬ 
pense,  but  an  offering  will  be  taken  during  the 
conference  to  help  defray  costs.  Letters  of  in¬ 
terest  and  requests  for  applications  may  be 
sent  to  the  Office  of  the  General  Conference, 
General  Council  on  Finance  and  Administra¬ 
tion,  1200  Davis  Street,  Evanston,  Ill.  60201. 


50  YEARS  OF  LENT:  For  more  than  50 

years,  St.  Paul  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Port  Arthur,  Texas,  has  observed  the  seven 
weeks  of  the  Lenten  season  with  prayer  service 
at  least  five  nights  a  week.  Three  present  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  congregation  were  among  the  First 
to  institute  the  Lenten  prayer  series. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Church's  'connection'  examined 


Voices  from  the  United  Methodist  Communications  Teleconference: 

The  State  of  the  United  Methodist  'Connection' 


''"Since  Jesus  Christ  is  confessed^  > 
every  Sunday  in  United  Methodist 
churches,  what  evidence  does 
the  Confessing  Movement  have 
vThat  there's  a  problem?" 

■  Steve  in  Oregon 


'"If  the  doctrinal  standards' 
shouldn't  be  closed 
[with  John  Wesley's 
instructions],  what  should 
we  change?" 

■  Richard  in  Pennsylvania^ 


"What  does  the  Aldersgate 
Covenant  envision  the 
connection'  will  look 
like  when  it's  're-invented?' " 
-  Joy  in  Tennessee 
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By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

Linked  by  the  first  of  four  na¬ 
tional  teleconferences,  United 
Methodists  got  a  look  recently  at 
some  possible  futures  for  the 
church. 

Representatives  of  two  church- 
wide  movements  were  featured 
in  the  hour-long  session  April  4 
sponsored  by  the  church’s  gener¬ 
al  communications  agency. 

The  teleconference  was  head¬ 
lined  “The  State  of  the  ‘Connec¬ 
tion,’  ”  a  reference  to  the  distinct 
form  of  organization  that  links 
congregations,  regions  and  the 
total  denomination. 

Viewers  respond 

The  sponsoring  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Communications  agency 
sandwiched  the  teleconference 
with  videotaped  interviews  with 
United  Methodists  responding  to 
such  questions  as: 

•f  How  would  you  describe 
the  state  of  the  “connection?” 

f  What  would  you  change 
about  the  church? 

■/  What  gives  you  hope  about 
the  church? 

The  teleconference  series  over¬ 
all  theme  is  “Preparing  for  the 
1996  General  Conference,”  a  ref¬ 
erence  to  the  church’s  top  legisla¬ 
tive  body  which  will  meet  next 
year  in  Denver. 

'Confessing  Movement' 

The  opening  hour  featured  the 
Rev.  Mark  L.  Horst  of  Minne¬ 
apolis,  representing  the  Confess¬ 
ing  Movement;  the  Rev.  Gary  E. 
Mueller  of  Dallas,  representing 
the  Aldersgate  Covenant,  and 
Dr.  Rosemary  Skinner  Keller, 
dean  of  United  Methodist-relat¬ 
ed  Garrett-Evangelical  Theologi¬ 
cal  Seminary  in  Evanston,  Ill. 

The  intensity  of  points  of  view 
from  the  two  unofficial  move¬ 
ments  matched  challenging  ques¬ 
tions  posed  by  telephone  from 
United  Methodist  viewers  at 
downlink  sites  in  Oregon,  Colo¬ 
rado,  Texas,  Tennessee,  Ken¬ 
tucky  and  Pennsylvania  (see 
related  story  and  illustrations  at 


left). 

The  Confessing  Movement  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  concerned  primarily 
with  theology  and  doctrine,  while 
the  Aldersgate  Covenant’s  objec¬ 
tives  focus  on  mission  and  church 
structure. 

Dr.  Horst,  senior  pastor  of 
Park  Avenue  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Minneapolis,  ex¬ 
plained  the  Confessing  Move¬ 
ment’s  goal  as  “reacquainting  the 
church  with  its  doctrinal  stand¬ 
ards.”  He  cited  three  objectives: 

■  Asserting  that  the  Christian 
faith  centers  in  Jesus  Christ,  “not 
as  an  ideology  but  as  a  gift  from 
God.” 

■  Accepting  that  the  identity 
of  the  church  is  given  in  the  self¬ 
revelation  of  God  in  Christ  and 
that  the  “rock  upon  which  the 
church  is  built  is  our  confession 
of  that  event.” 


■  “Re-immersing”  the  church 
in  the  gospel  and  the  classical 
doctrines  of  the  church. 

“Doctrinal  standards  aren't  un¬ 
loving,”  he  continued.  “It’s  how 
we  share  in  the  loving — feeding 
the  hungry,  clothing  the  naked — 
that  matters.  Do  we  practice 
works  of  mercy?  Do  we  root  peo¬ 
ple  in  the  life  of  faith?” 

The  Confessing  Movement 
will  meet  April  28-29  in  Atlanta 
but  no  General  Conference  legis¬ 
lation  has  been  planned,  Dr. 
Horst  said. 

Mr.  Mueller,  council  on  minis¬ 
tries  director  of  the  church’s 
North  Texas  regional  conference, 
described  the  Aldersgate  Cove¬ 
nant  as  a  diverse  group  of  indi¬ 
viduals  who  see  their  mission  as 
“re-inventing  the  connection.” 

“We  want  to  understand  our¬ 
selves  as  a  mission-centered 


church  to  make  disciples  for  Jesus 
Christ,”  he  explained. 

To  accomplish  this  aim,  the 
Aldersgate  Covenant — which  is 
preparing  legislation  for  the  1996 
General  Conference — is  looking 
at  “new  paradigms  for  organiza¬ 
tion,”  he  added. 

These  paradigms  are  based  on 
four  actions  as  outlined  in  Mat¬ 
thew  28:19-20:  Go,  baptize,  teach 
and  obey  all  Jesus’s  command¬ 
ments. 

Additional  information  may  be 
obtained  on  the  Confessing 
Movement  by  calling  the  Rev. 
lohn  Ed  Mathison  at  Frazer  Me¬ 
morial  United  Methodist  Church, 
205-272-8622.  Additional  infor¬ 
mation  on  the  Aldersgate  Cove¬ 
nant  may  be  obtained  by  calling 
the  Rev.  Cary  Mueller  at  1-800- 
969-8 201. 


Viewers 

question 

leaders 

United  Methodists  from  across 
the  U.S.  church  participated  in 
United  Methodist  Communica¬ 
tions’  April  4  teleconference  on 
“The  State  of  the  ‘Connection’ 
(see  related  story  at  right). 

Viewers  at  satellite  downlink 
sites  in  Oregon,  Texas,  Colorado, 
Tennessee,  Kentucky  and  Penn¬ 
sylvania  telephoned  UMCom’s 
Nashville  studio  to  ask  questions 
of  on-camera  guests. 

The  Rev.  Mark  L.  Horst  of  Min¬ 
neapolis,  representing  the  Confess¬ 
ing  Movement,  was  asked  by  an 
Oregon  viewer,  “Since  Jesus  Christ 
is  confessed  in  United  Methodist 
churches  every  Sunday,  what  evi¬ 
dence  does  the  Confessing  Move¬ 
ment  have  that  there’s  a  problem?” 

Dr.  Horst  replied  that  recently 
a  United  Methodist  layperson 
told  him  that  “Jesus  Christ  is  a 
worn-out  metaphor.” 

“We  must  reclaim  a  vision  of 
ourselves  as  sinners  of  God’s  re¬ 
deeming,”  Dr.  Horst  asserted. 

A  Tennessee  viewer  asked  the 
Rev.  Gary  E.  Mueller  of  Dallas, 
representing  the  Aldersgate  Cove¬ 
nant,  what  the  “connection”  would 
look  like  if  “re-invented”  as  Mr. 
Mueller's  group  proposes. 

Mr.  Mueller  cautioned  that  spe¬ 
cifics  haven’t  been  determined  but 
said  that  one  proposal  is  to  orga¬ 
nize  denominationwide  agencies 
around  such  functions  as  resources, 
“cutting  edge”  global  missions, 
finances,  pensions,  communica¬ 
tions  and  overseeing  the  clergy. 

Dr.  Rosemary  Skinner  Keller, 
dean  of  United  Methodist-related 
Garrett-Evangelical  Theological 
Seminary  in  Evanston,  Ill.,  was 
asked  by  a  Pennsylvania  viewer  to 
point  out  where  she  thinks  the 
United  Methodist  canon  of  beliefs 
set  down  by  John  Wesley,  known 
as  the  Articles  of  Religion,  ought 
to  be  changed. 

The  scholar,  whose  field  is 
church  history,  said  the  church 
ought  to  “provide  room”  for  in¬ 
clusive  doctrines  that  embrace 
more  than  Wesley  could  perceive. 


Movie  critic  lauds  'miracle'  in  Hollywood 


By  DANIEL  R.  GANGLER 
Associate  Editor 

HOLLYWOOD — Something 
nearly  miraculous  happened  in  1 994, 
according  to  New  York  Post  Film 
critic  Michael  Medved:  The  movie 
industry  discovered  that  religion  is 
an  important  part  of  American  life. 

Mr.  Medved  offered  that  commen¬ 
tary  to  65  communicators  attending 
the  recent  national  Religious  Public 
Relations  Council  convention  at  one 
of  Hollywood’s  most  famous  loca¬ 
tions:  Universal  City. 

He  said  that  during  a  Thanksgiving 


Day  dinner  scene  in  the  1994  movie 
Miracle  On  34th  Street  the  hand¬ 
some  guest  from  upstairs  asked, 
“Do  you  say  grace  in  this  family?” 
That  and  subsequent  lines  were  new 
to  contemporary  American  movies 
so  typically  void  of  religion. 

“Hollywood  is  changing,”  Mr. 
Medved  said,  and  he  admitted  that 
he  can’t  fully  explain  it. 

He  said  one  research  group’s  re¬ 
view  of  1994  prime-time  TV  pro¬ 
gramming  showed  twice  as  many 
references  to  religion  as  in  1993. 
Moreover,  the  ratio  of  references 


At  Asbury 
Seminaty,  It’s 
Who  You  Know 
That  Counts 


eorge  Hunter  was 
r  a  fish  out  of  water 
_  ^  the  summer  of  ’62.  As 
a  seminaty  student,  he  spent 
eight  weeks  sharing  his  faith 
with  "Muscle  Beach” 
surfers,  beatniks  and  body 
builders.  They  thought  he 
was  from  another  planet  — 
stained-glass  church  jargon 
made  little  sense  to  these 
folks.  That  experience  set 
Hunter  on  a  lifetime  quest 
that  has  placed  him  among 
the  leading  authorities  on 
communicating  the  Gospel 
to  secular  people. 

As  Dean  of  Asbuiy 
Seminaiy’s  E.  Stanley 
Jones  School  of  World 
Mission  and  Evangelism. 

Dr.  Hunter  specializes  in 
teaching  students  how  to 
present  the  unchanging 
truth  of  the  Gospel  to  our 
post-Christian  world.  And 
in  a  world  that’s  adrift 
sea  of  pluralism,  the  mission 
field  isn’t  just  overseas— it's 
over  a  cup  of  coffee,  over 
the  neighbor's  hedges,  over¬ 
looking  12th  &  Vine. 

So  meet  George  Hunter. 
And  prepare  to  meet  your 
world  with  the  life-chang¬ 
ing  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Contact  the  office  of 
admissions  today  at  1  -800- 
2- ASBURY. 

A  Asbury 

Theological 
ii  Seminary 
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Muscle 
Beach 
impacted 
George  Hunter 
in  more  ways 
than  one.  The 
author  of  the 
best-selling 
hook,  Hov  To 
Reach  Secular 
People,  recently 
won  a  hench-pres* 
contest.  His  kids 
promptly  labeled  him 
"Elvis  Press." 


was  2-to-l  positive,  compared  to  2- 
to-1  negative  in  1993. 

“Religious  values  are  making  a  dif¬ 
ference  in  the  values  expressed  in 
movies  and  television,”  he  declared. 

He  outlined  three  ways  in  which 
people  of  faith  can  play  a  role  in 
continuing  this  “good-for-business” 
trend.  He  said,  “We  need  less  com¬ 
plaining  and  more  creating,  less 
confrontation  and  more  communi¬ 
cation,  less  attitude  and  more  grati¬ 
tude.” 

More  creating 

Major  Protestant,  Catholic  and 
Jewish  religious  groups  closed  their 
Hollywood  film  offices  in  the  1960s, 
observed  Mr.  Medved,  “abandoning 
the  field  to  some  real  sick-os.”  He  said 
this  was  due  to  narrow-minded  ways 
religion  viewed  the  movie  industry. 

Then  in  1 994  something  very  sig¬ 
nificant  happened  in  Hollywood, 
according  to  Mr.  Medved:  “Reli¬ 
gion  took  over  the  devil’s  play¬ 
ground."  He  said  njw  filmmakers 
began  entering  the  movie  industry 
and  began  writing  their  faith  and 
faith  values  into  the  movies  they 
produced.  And  they  have  been  very 
successful. 

Case  in  point:  He  cited  statistics 
that  The  Lion  King  has  grossed  $  1 .6 
billion — more  than  any  other  mov¬ 
ie — and  the  money  still  rolls  in.  Its 
openly  evangelical  Christian  pro¬ 
ducer,  lifelong  churchgoer  Don 
Hahn,  also  produced  Beauty  and 
the  Beast.  The  two  Disney  movies 
are  the  only  ones  Mr.  Hahn  pro¬ 
duced,  said  Mr.  Medved. 

L.ikewise,  David  McFadzean,  ex¬ 
ecutive  producer  and  co-creator  of 
the  number-one  TV  show  Home 
Improvement,  is  a  self-identified 
evangelical,  said  Mr.  Medved. 


Jrastlc  Discounts 
'or  Religious  Travel 

ire  you  traveling  to  Europe,  Russia  or 
ifrica?  Te  have  dramatically  reduced 
ares  on  one  of  the  world’s  largest  airlines. 
Jail  our  Missionary  Fare  Desk  to  save 
tundreds  of  dollars. 

Carlson  Travel  Network/Main  Sheet  T ravel 

l-SOO-654-4995 _ 


Mr.  Medved,  a  devout  Jew,  also 
noted  a  revitalization  of  Judaism 
within  the  movie  industry.  Some 
Jewish  producers  are  observing  the 
Jewish  sabbath  and  shutting  produc¬ 
tions  down  from  sundown  Friday  to 
sundown  Saturday. 

On  the  other  hand,  he  said,  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  New  York-based  Catholic 
League  for  Religious  and  Civil 
Rights,  a  conservative  lay  group,  are 
in  anguish  over  a  controversial  Dis¬ 
ney-owned  studio’s  movie,  Priest. 

Hollywood  isolates  itself  from  the 
rest  of  society,  creating  its  own 
world,  said  Mr.  Medved,  leaving 
filmmakers  susceptible  to  undue  in¬ 
fluence  by  both  religious  and  secular 
fanatics. 

Mr.  Medved  insisted  that  “it’s  pos¬ 
sible  to  be  modem  reasonable  and 
religious”  and  he 
told  the  communi¬ 
cators  that  they 
need  to  let  people 
see  their  faith  com¬ 
municated  through 
their  lives. 

He  used  Ken 

Wales,  a  United  _ _ 

Methodist  layman  Michael  Medved 
and  a  former  vice  president  of  the 
Walt  Disney  Co.,  as  an  example  of  a 
positive  role  model. 

Mr.  Wales  produced  the  TV  mov¬ 
ie  and  mini-series  Christy,  based  on 
the  book  of  the  same  name  by  Cath¬ 
erine  Marshall.  The  movie  aired  on 
CBS-TV  last  Easter.  New  episodes 
will  return  to  CBS  April  15  and  22. 

More  gratitude 

“It  is  very  difficult  for  people  of 
religious  faith  to  balance  a  need  to 
correct  falsehood  with  the  need  for 
keeping  one’s  eyes  upward,”  said 
Mr.  Medved.  In  other  words,  he  in¬ 
dicated,  people  of  faith  need  to  crit¬ 
icize  less  and  show  more  gratitude 
for  what  the  industry  does  right. 

“Nothing  corrodes  the  soul  more 
than  failing  to  say  thanks,”  he  said. 
”We  owe  a  debt  of  thanks  to  our 
parents,  the  country  and  above  all 
to  the  Almighty,  Too  many  don’t 
know  how  to  say  thank  you,” 

Drawing  attention  to  such  things 
as  medical  miracles  and  the  end  of 
the  Cold  War,  he  said,  “Feeling 
gratitude  is  the  attitude  to  be  en¬ 
couraged,  We  can  have  a  popular 
culture  that’s  diverse  and  decent.” 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  $1.40  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per 
insertion,  $28.00  minimum  charge  for  up  to 
20  words.  Blind  ads  $21.00  plus  $11.20  for 
the  8  words  to  insert  our  contact  information. 
Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on  con¬ 
tract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  approved 
in  advance.  Products  and  services  go  through 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES:  Full¬ 
time  Director  of  Music  Ministry  for  a  4000- 
member  church.  Master’s  degree  desired. 
Salary  negotiable  depending  upon  education 
and  experience.  Contact:  Theresa  McKibben, 
Search  Committee,  Vestavia  Hills  UMC,  2061 
Kentucky  Ave.,  Birmingham,  AL  35216. 

an  approval  process.  We  schedule  two  weeks 
in  advance  ot  an  issue  date  j 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  WANTED,  St. 
Mark  UMC,  McAllen  (800-members),  seeks 
full-time  committed,  witnessing  Director  of 
Youth  Ministries.  Resume  to:  Youth  Direc¬ 
tor,  Box  720610,  McAllen,  TX  78504-0610. 

PROGRAM  COORDINATOR:  700-member 
church  seeking  creative  energetic  person  for 
full-time  position  beginning  June  1995.  Sala- 

cncc.  Send  resume  and  job  description 
requests  to:  Rev.  Gorton  Smith,  St.  Paul’s 
UMC,  7000  Edgemere,  El  Paso,  TX  79925.  j 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION 

wanted  by  vigorous  suburban  Milwaukee  Church. 
Send  resume  and  salary  expectation  to:  T.  Twinem, 
Community  United  Methodist  Church,  14700  Wa¬ 
tertown  Plank  Road,  Elm  Grove,  WI  53 1 22.  ; 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  POSITION  avail- 

able  at  vital  2800-member  church  downtown 
church.  Send  resume  to:  Ray  E.  Robinson, 
First-Centenary  United  Methodist  Church, 
P.O.  Box  208,  Chattanooga,  TN  37401. 

FULL-TIME  MINISTER  WITH  YOUTH  and 

Their  Families  needed  for  growing  1350-mem¬ 
ber  church  40  miles  southwest  of  Fort  Worth, 
TX.  Active,  dynamic,  team  oriented  congrega¬ 
tion  seeks  the  same  in  this  staff  person.  Please 
contact:  Dr.  Bob  Holloway,  3433  Fall  Creek, 
Granbury,  TX  76049.  (8 1 7)  326-4242.  | 

NEEDED:  DIRECTOR  CHRISTIAN  Educa¬ 
tion.  Responsibilities  include  leading  youth, 
overseeing  education  program.  Salary  and 

benefits  negotiable.  Please  send  application, 
date  available,  and  resume  to:  Hollywood 
Hills  UMC,  400  North  35  Ave.,  Hollywood, 
FL  33021,  attn:  Rev.  Laite. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES.  Grow¬ 

ing  program  in  a  1500+  member  church.  Work 
with  youth,  parents,  and  church  to  continue  to 
strengthen  a  comprehensive  youth  ministry.  Sala¬ 
ry  negotiable  (commensurate  with  experience). 
Mail  resume  information  by  May  7  to:  Youth  Di¬ 
rector  Search/Scrcening  Committee,  Austin  Ave¬ 
nue  United  Methodist  Church,  1300  Austin 
Avenue,  Waco,  TX  76701 .  j 

METHODIST  MISSION  HOME,  San  Anto¬ 
nio  seeks  Director  of  Development.  Advanced 
degree,  5  years  development  or  related  experi¬ 
ence.  Knowledge  of  United  Methodist  Church 
preferred.  CFRE  a  plus.  Position  requires  ex- 

tensive  travel.  Send  resume  to:  Larry  Watson, 
President,  Methodist  Mission  Home,  6487 
Whitby  Road,  San  Antonio,  TX  78240.  Posi¬ 
tion  available  July  1st. 

CONTEMPORARY  WORSHIP/SINGLES. 
Growing  urban  church  in  exciting  sun-coast 
city  looking  for  leadership  for  a  seeker  wor¬ 
ship  service  and  singles'  ministry.  Experience 
with  contemporary  Christian  music  and  pas¬ 
sion  to  reach  unchurched  people  are  essential. 
Send  resume:  The  Rev.  James  A.  Harnisb, 
Hyde  Park  UMC.  500  W.  Platt  St„  Tampa,  FL 
33606.(813)  253-5388. 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR:  MATURE  experienced 
individual  to  manage  a  successful,  active 
youth  program.  Work  with  youth  and  super¬ 
vise  adult  volunteers.  Reply  with  salary  re¬ 
quirements  to:  Germantown  United 

Methodist  Church,  2331  S.  Germantown  Rd., 
Germantown,  TN  38138. 

CHANGE  YOUR  CHURCH  FROM  declining 

to  dynamic,  it  happens  everywhere.  Circuit 
Rider  award  winning  authors  books:  “New 
Life  for  Declining  Churches”  “Papa  Was  A 
Promise  Keeper,"  “Como  Revivir  Inglesias  y 
Haccrlas  Crcccer,’’  “  Little  Church  That 
Could."  All  books  $9.95  each.  Eight  hour 
Complete  Church  Growth  Video  Seminar 
$69.95.  Add  10%  S/H.  Mail  orders  to:  Church 
Growth  Inc.,  Box  848,  Trilby,  FL  33593. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES.  First 

United  Methodist  Church,  Montgomery,  Ala¬ 
bama  (3100-members).  Send  application:  Dr. 
Karl  K.  Stegall,  Search  Committee,  FUMC, 
P.O.  Box  6150,  Montgomery,  AL  36106. 

BIBLE  SOFTWARE  CLEARANCE.  Entire  Bible 

KJV  DOS  (BB10),  Strongs,  Hebrew  and  Greek 
Lex.,  topic  cross  reference  $  1 9  (Scholars  version 
available)  Windows  (BB20)/  MAC  (BB50):  Bible 
KJV,  topic  cross  reference,  bible  dictionary,  Mat. 
Henry’s  com.  $28  CD-ROM  (BB60):  19  Bibles. 
25  ref.  plus  more  $68.  Call  now  24  hours  1-800- 
991-3004,  ext.  4.  VISA/MC. 

FOR  INFORMATION  ON  THE  OTHER  ser¬ 

vices  and  products  UMR  Communications 
Group  can  provide  your  church  call  Tom  Gibson 
or  Jean  Prall  of  Mission  Communications  at 
(214)  630-6495  or  1-800-947-0207.  j 

FREE  “25  IDEAS  FOR  MINISTRY  BY,  With, 
and  For  Senior  Adults.”  Send  business-size 
SASE  to:  Senior  Adult  Ministries,  1404  Su- 
bella  Drive,  Ste.  R-l,  Columbia,  MO  65203. 

SPAIN.  PORTUGAL.  MOROCCO,  October 

5-18,  1995,  $2,095.  Observe  the  intersection 
of  the  3  great  monotheistic  religions.  Experi¬ 
enced  leadership.  Free  brochure.  Dr.  Cecil 
Pottiegcr,  P.O.  Box  3371,  Frederick,  MD 
21705.(301)  696-8370. 

“DO  YOU  WANT  TO  ADOPT  A  BABY?" 

Methodist  Mission  Home/San  Antonio  now 
accepting  applications.  Texas  and  New  Mexico 
residents  call  (2 1 0)  696-702 1  for  information. 

LOOK!  LOOK!  "ECCLESIASTES:  LIFE  Un¬ 

der  The  Sun.”  12  inspiring  chapters,  134 
pages.  Solomon’s  wisdom  shines  in  this  book. 
Youth  and  adults  love  it;  you  will  too!  Perfect 
gift  for  your  pastor  or  others  on  any  occasion. 
Postpaid  $8.00.  Preston  Taylor,  Box  87,  Hon¬ 
do.  TX  78861. 

COLLEGE  DEGREE/HOME  STUDY.  SAVE 

$$$.  Catalog  $  1 .  Christian  Bible  College,  Sta¬ 
tion  Square,  Suite  227,  Rocky  Mt.,  NC  27804. 
(919)442-121 1.  (Accredited). 

AMERICAN  ASSOCIATION  OF  FAMILY 

Counselors.  Offering  counselor  certification, 
newsletter.  New  members:  free  counseling 
tape.  AAFC,  Box  836,  Graham,  TX  76450. 

COLLEGIATE  CHOIR  ROBES  FOR  SALE. 

48  dark  green  robes,  including  2  reversible  sea¬ 
sonal  stoles,  in  good  condition  $30.00  each. 

BUYING  COINS,  COIN  COLLECTIONS. 

Accumulations,  estates.  Methodist  investor 
with  quiet  confidential  cash  will  travel  South¬ 
west  and  negotiate  any  collection.  Bank  and 
legal  references.  Box  808,  Fulton,  TX  78358. 

sic  Ministry,  P.O.  Box  1838,  Corpus  Christi, 
TX  78403.  (512)  884-8202  ext.  212  or  225. 

MAAS-ROWE  21  NOTE  CARILLONhlTE  tubu¬ 

lar  mechanical  chime  system  for  elect ronic/pipc  or- 

CALIFORNIA  PLAN  OF  CHURCH  Finance 

specializing  in  church  bonds,  church  notes, 
and  in  arranging  bank  loans.  Call  Chester 
Reid  1-800-333-9893. 

work.  Cali  (806)  998-4041  or  998-5376. 

ATTENTION  DALLAS.  POSTAL  Positions 

available.  Permanent  full-time  for  clerks/ 

SEE  THE  GREAT  PASSION  PLAY  in  Eureka 

Springs,  Ark.!  $31  pkg  for  groups  now  in¬ 
cludes  the  best  ($13.00)  tickets,  plus  lodging 
and  meals!  Where  one  call  does  it  all:  Keller's 
Country  Dorm  Resort.  (501)  253-8418. 

tion  and  salary  information  (708)  985-9352 
ext.  6029  open  8  A.M.  -  8  P.M. 

WANTED-  GROUP  LEADER  FOR  14  DAY 

Holyland  tour.  Depart  October  21,  1995,  4 

WE  BUY  AND  SELL  CHURCH  VANS  and 

buses.  We  specialize  in  used  1 5  passenger  vans. 
Trinity  Transportation,  1-800-295-0390. 

three  charming  islands,  8  nights  Israel.  Just 
want  to  travel  with  group?  Call  (7 1 3)  397-2009. 

ISRAEL.  SEE  THE  HOLY  LAND.  Organize 
10  people  and  travel  free.  10  days/9  nights. 
Only  $  1 795.00  per  person.  (800)  334-4754. 

First  Methodist.  3401  Canal  Street.  Dr.  Ken 
Jones,  pastor.  Classes:  10:00  a.m.  Worship: 

11 :00  a.m.  (504)  488-0856. 

lU-937 
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Conference  Center 

FINANCIAL  CAMPAIGN  UPDATE 

Total  pledges  $6.19  million 

Total  gifts  as  of  Dec/94  $1,796,320 
Church  gifts  1st  quarter '95  $  61,392 

Clergy  gifts  1st  quarter '95  $  16,587 

Challenge  gifts  1st  quarter  '95  $  77,143 

Total  gifts  through  March  '95  $1,951,442 


Rev.  McKinley  Franklin,  LEFT,  chair  of  the  Conference  Commission  on  Re¬ 
ligion  and  Race,  Judge  Carl  Stewart,  a  member  of  the  General  Commis¬ 
sion,  and  Welton  Brumfield,  RIGHT,  discuss  issues  at  the  recent  on-site 


review. 


At  the  review 
Rev.  Don 
Avery,  super¬ 
intendent  of 
Alexandria 
District,  said 
about  being  a 
more  inclu¬ 
sive  church, 
"If  not  us, 
who?  If  not 
here,  where? 
If  not  now, 
when?" 


Bills  relate  to  key  issues 

Legislators  attend  breakfast 


“Methodist  Morning”  the  annual 
Bishop’s  Breakfast  honoring  Louisiana 
legislators  was  held  April  4  at  the  Came- 
lot  Club.  The  event  is  always  held  near 
or  on  the  opening  of  the  state  legislative 
session. 

State  senators,  legislators  of  all  de¬ 
nominations  and  United  Methodist 
mayors  of  Louisiana  cities,  along  with 
clergy  who  invited  the  legislators,  at¬ 
tended  the  breakfast. 

Sponsors  are  members  of  the  Confer¬ 
ence  Legislative  Liaison  Committee 
headed  by  Rev.  Chris  Andrews,  pastor, 
First  UMC,  Baton  Rouge. 

Bishop  Oden  greeted  the  legislators. 
In  a  talk  to  the  entire  group,  he  told  leg¬ 
islators  United  Methodists  would  re¬ 


member  them  in  prayers.  He  also  spoke 
out  against  the  proliferation  of  video 
poker  and  called  for  local  referendums 
on  gambling. 

During  the  weeks  after  Easter  the  leg¬ 
islators  will  consider  more  than  3,000 
bills.  Many  of  these  deal  with  issues  of 
concern  to  United  Methodists,  includ¬ 
ing  one  that  would  expand  gambling 
even  more  in  the  state.  Other  bills  pro¬ 
vide  for  community  based-AIDS  pro¬ 
grams,  background  checks  on  workers 
with  children  and  issues  relating  to  cap¬ 
ital  punishment. 

Concerned  citizens  who  want  to  let 
their  feelings  be  known  on  issues  may 
call  state  senators:  504-342-2040,  and 
state  representatives:  504-342-6945. 


Bishop  Oden  and  Rev.  James  Poole  greet  State  Representative  Jackie 
Clarkson  of  New  Orleans,  District  102,  at  the  recent  Bishop's  Breakfast  for 
legislators  in  Camelot  Club.  She  said  legislators  learn  they  can  accomplish 
projects,  like  a  neighborhood  clean-up,  by  "working  with  well-run 
churches." 


United  Methodist  legislator,  State  Representative  Chuck  McMains  of  Baton 
Rouge,  RIGHT,  enjoys  breakfast  with  Rev.  Carl  E.  Rhoads  III,  superinten¬ 
dent  of  North  Shore  District;  Dr.  Stone  Caraway,  Conference  secretary/ 
treasurer,  and  others  at  the  Bishop's  Breakfast  honoring  legislators.  The 
annual  event  is  sponsored  by  the  Conference  Legislative  Liaison  Commit¬ 
tee. 


Children  of  the  Early  Learning  Center  at  First  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  repre¬ 
sented  in  costume  and  song  the  many  racially  ethnic  minorities  that  make 


the  United  States  and  the  church  so  rich  with  diversity  of  cultures.  They 
performed  at  the  recent  Religion  and  Race  On-Site  Review. 
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Conference  leaders  affirm  move 
toward  inclusiveness  in  church 
as  diversities  are  celebrated 

Louisiana  Annual  Conference  chairs  of  commissions,  boards  and  agen¬ 
cies  and  the  Conference  staff  at  the  recent  Religion  and  Race  On-Site  Re¬ 
view  said  they  are  committed  to  continue  to  move  toward  a  more  inclusive 


community  of  faith.  Each  person, 
including  racially  ethnic  minorities, 
would  make  a  unique  contribution 
and  all  would  celebrate  the  diversi¬ 
ty,  remembering  that  we  are  all  part 
of  the  body  of  Christ. 

During  the  review,  a  prayer  vigil,  or¬ 
ganized  by  Rev.  Willis  Dear,  Shreve¬ 
port  District  worship  chair,  was  being 
conducted  throughout  the  state  to  pray 
for  the  event  and  for  the  people  in¬ 
volved. 

The  review  by  the  General  Com¬ 
mission  on  Religion  and  Race  gave 
leaders  a  chance  to  celebrate  the 
successes  and  to  voice  concerns. 

“You  assess  where  you  are,” 
Elaine  Jenkins,  staff  person  who 
headed  the  review,  said.  “If  you 
have  a  vision  for  the  inclusive 
church  you  should  know  your  strat¬ 
egies.” 

Honest  dialogue 

There  was  honest  and  open  dia¬ 
logue  among  participants  who  met 
in  small  groups  to  discuss  ways  to 
address  concerns  and  to  take  note 
of  accomplishments  toward  an  in¬ 
clusive  Louisiana  Conference. 

Each  of  the  nine  district  superin¬ 
tendents,  Bishop  Oden  and  many  of 
the  leaders,  in  listing  successes, 
found  that  the  Conference  has 
much  to  celebrate  —  churches 
working  together  across  racial  lines, 
holding  Bible  studies,  worship  and 
fellowship  as  a  group  in  a  number 
of  communities. 

In  some  districts,  ethnic  and 
white  churches  joined  for  service 
projects  such  as  building  church 
parsonages  or  renovating  church 
buildings. 

Campus  ministries  are  inclusive 
as  are  our  UM  agencies  —  chil¬ 
dren’s  homes,  mission  centers  and 
nursing  home.  Tutorial  programs 
after  school  in  ethnic  churches  ad¬ 
dress  problems  of  children  and 
teens  left  alone  while  parents  work. 

Concerns  that  obstruct  inclusive¬ 
ness  were  also  listed  by  groups  par¬ 
ticipating  in  the  review.  Among 
those  named  are  the  disparity  of  sal¬ 
aries,  parsonages  and  church  size 
that  create  low  morale  among  eth¬ 
nic  ministers. 

Mentioned  was  the  need  to  have 
Bible  studies  that  help  minorities 
know  who  they  are  and  what  is  ex¬ 
pected  of  them.  More  ethnic  dele¬ 
gates  need  to  be  elected  to  General 
and  Jurisdictional  conferences. 

Various  cultures 

There  needs  to  be  more  commu¬ 
nication  across  racial  lines  and 
more  understanding  of  the  various 
cultures  included  in  the  Confer¬ 
ence,  along  with  an  appreciation  for 
the  richness  they  provide  as  a  part 
of  the  whole.  New  ethnic  leaders, 
including  youth  and  young  adults, 
need  to  be  identified  and  trained. 

New  Orleans  and  Acadiana  dis¬ 
tricts,  the  most  integrated  areas, 
have  a  number  of  multi-racial  and 
multi-cultural  congregations. 

Across  the  Conference,  especially 
on  the  Conference  and  district  lev¬ 
el,  there  is  much  acceptance  of  di¬ 
versities. 

“We  have  a  vision  and  commit¬ 
ment  to  inclusiveness,”  Bishop 


Carolyn  "Cee  Cee"  Ross,  reporting 
for  one  small  group  discussion  at 
the  Religion  and  Race  On-Site  Re¬ 
view,  had  a  long  list  that  included 
some  positive  items  and  some  con¬ 
cerns  to  share. 

Oden  said.  “Contradictory  values 
come  into  play  but  the  dream  is 
alive  and  real.” 

Judge  Carl  Stewart  of  Shreveport, 
former  Conference  lay  leader,  is  a 
member  of  the  General  Commis¬ 
sion  on  Religion  and  Race.  He  said, 
“In  conquering  racism,  the  church 
should  be  on  the  cutting  edge,  with 
more  joys  than  anxieties  ...  it  all 
boils  down  to  relationships.  We 
need  to  broaden  our  relationships.” 

In  Louisiana  Conference,  105 
congregations  out  of  570  are  ethnic 
churches,  some  are  multi-racial  and 
some  are  multi-cultural.  The  racial¬ 
ly  ethnic  minorities  in  Louisiana 
Conference  are  African-American, 
Native  American,  Hispanic  and 
Korean. 

Although  there  are  no  Asian 
churches,  there  is  leadership  from 
Asian  persons  in  the  Conference. 

In  closing,  Bishop  Oden  said,  “All 
of  us  are  part  of  the  same  body.  It  is 
impossible  in  the  sight  of  God  and  the 
vision  of  the  church  to  be  divided. 

“Starting  with  Annual  Conference, 
we  will  have  a  year  of  vision,  confess¬ 
ing,  planning  and  moving  on.  At  this 
Annual  Conference  we  will  experi¬ 
ence  the  25th  session  since  the  merg¬ 
er  of  Conference  A  and  Conference 
B.  This  will  be  a  year  of  new  begin¬ 
nings  ...  led  by  the  Spirit.” 

Native  American 
Sunday,  April  30 

See  other  page  in  this  issue  for 
news  of  Dulac  Cooperative  Minis¬ 
try.  | 

Offering  to  be  taken  on  Native 
American  Sunday  will  aid  all  of 
these  ministries  at  Dulac. 


Bishop  William  Oden 


I  have  just  finished  the  second  of  three  Confirmation  Dialogue  Days 
across  Louisiana  with  young  Methodist  Christians  being  confirmed  this 
spring.  Over  300  were  present  last  Saturday  at  Broadmoor  Church,  Ba¬ 
ton  Rouge.  Along  with  worship,  singing,  recreation,  and  a  visit  from 
John  Wesley,  there  was  a  time  to  “ask  the  bishop."  One  of  the  first 
questions  from  a  soon-to-be-confirmed  young  person  was,  “What  is 
prayer?”  It  was  a  good  question. 

Carlo  Carretto  has  said  in  The  God  Who  Comes,  “In  our  day,  as  soon 
as  you  speak  about  the  mystery  of  prayer,  people  cry  “Prayer!  There  is 
no  time  for  prayer!  All  those  people  to  feed,  all  those  real  things  to  orga¬ 
nize.  How  can  you  still  ask  us  to  waste  our  precious  time!”  I  wonder  how 
many  of  us  would  argue  the  same  way. 

Carretto  points  out  that  the  purpose  of  prayer  is  to  obey  the  first  com¬ 
mandment  —  You  shall  love  the  Lord  your  God  with  all  your  heart,  with 
all  your  soul,  with  all  your  strength,  and  with  all  your  mind;  and  your 
neighbor  as  yourself.  (Luke  10:27.) 

The  Christian  continually  struggles  with  what  it  means  to  translate 
love  of  God  with  heart,  soul,  strength  and  mind  into  a  life  of  prayer. 

Jesus  wrestled  with  this  question  as  he  prayed  that  the  cup  of  suffer¬ 
ing  would  pass  from  him.  God's  answer  was:  No,  because  suffering  was 
the  way  to  resurrection. 

In  this  season  of  Easter,  the  message  is  that  prayer  links  us  to  God, 
and  gives  us  courage  to  go  through  the  valley  of  the  shadow.  Resurrec¬ 
tion  lies  on  the  other  side. 


Ethnic  church  retreat  slated 
Saturday,  April  22,  in  Alexander 


“Spiritual  Renewal  in  the  Ethnic 
Church”  is  the  theme  for  a  Conference¬ 
wide  ethnic  church  retreat  Saturday, 
April  22,  from  8:30  a.m.  to  2  p.m.  at 
Newman  UMC,  Alexandria. 

No  advance  reservations  are  required 
and  the  event,  including  lunch,  is  free. 
The  Special  Ministries  committee  will 
pay  15  cents  per  mile  for  two  vehicles 
from  each  UM  church  or  charge. 

All  ethnic  pastors  and  church  mem¬ 
bers,  especially  lay  leaders,  lay  speakers, 
the  treasurer/finance  committee  chair 
and  the  chairs  of  the  administrative 
board,  council  on  ministries  or  admin¬ 
istrative  council,  pastor-parish  relations 
committee,  stewardship  and  board  of 


trustees  are  urged  to  attend. 

Speakers  are  to  be  Rev.  James  A. 
Graham,  pastor,  Asbury  UMC,  Natchi¬ 
toches,  Williams  Chapel-St.  Mark’s 
Charge;  Dr.  George  Calvin,  Conference 
director  of  Special  Ministries,  and  Dr. 
John  M.  Winn  Jr.,  director,  Center  for 
Pastoral  Effectiveness. 

Purpose  of  the  retreat  is  to  strengthen 
the  structure,  mission  and  outreach  pro¬ 
grams  of  the  ethnic  churches  in  Louisi¬ 
ana.  In  addition  to  worship  and  study 
there  will  be  fun,  games  and  prizes  with 
Carolyn  “Cee  Cee”  Ross  in  charge.  Ca¬ 
sual  dress  is  encouraged. 

For  more  information  call  Dr.  Cal¬ 
vin,  504-346-1646. 


Get  on  board  for  Wesley  mission  tour 
of  UM-sponsored  agencies  in  New  Orleans 


United  Methodists  will  have  opportu¬ 
nity  to  learn  about  mission  work  of 
New  Orleans  agencies  as  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Women  of  Wesley  UMC,  Baton 
Rouge,  sponsor  a  mission  tour.  A  bus 
will  leave  the  church  at  7  a.m.  Saturday, 
April  22. 

To  be  visited  are  The  Methodist  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Home,  People’s  Community 
Center,  St.  Mark’s  Community  Center. 
Lafon  Home  and  Pendleton  Memorial 


Methodist  Hospital. 

The  women  invite  others  to  join  them 
for  “a  day  of  fun,  fellowship,  learning 
and  sharing.”  The  cost  is  $12  per  per¬ 
son. 

For  additional  information  call  Lana 
P.  Lathan,  383-4380,  Mrs.  Charlie  M. 
Wetherspoon,  343-3104,  or  Mrs.  I.  M. 
Herson,  357-4449. 

Rev.  Freddie  Henderson  is  the  pas¬ 
tor. 


Organist  for  Notre  Dame  Cathedral  in  Paris 
will  perform  at  First  UMC,  Lake  Charles 


First  UMC,  Lake  Charles,  will 
sponsor  a  concert  by  Jean-Pierre 
Leguay,  titular  organist  of  Notre 
Dame  Cathedral  in  Paris. 

The  event  will  be  held  at  5  p.m. 
Sunday,  April  30,  Marlene  Mul- 
lenix  repr  -ts. 

During  his  long  and  distinguished 
career,  Leguay  has  been  widely  hon¬ 


ored  as  a  performer,  composer  and 
improvisateur. 

After  serving  23  years  as  organist 
at  Notre-Dame-des-Champs  in  Pari 
is,  Leguay  was  appointed  to  the  post 
at  Notre  Dame  Cathedral  in  1985.  ■ 

Pastor  of  the  Lake  Charles  church 
is  Rev.  Stephen  M.  Spurlock. 
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'Cyberchurch' 
an  idea  that 
bears  watching 

-  What  if  we  could  participate  in  “church”  simply 
by  accessing  the  Internet  via  a  home  computer? 

Some  church  folks  say  we  already  can.  Enter 
cyberchurch — an  evolving  idea  that  Christians 
-  everywhere  should 

^Friitorinl  study  carefully. 
iaUllUl  lal  Among  questions 
we  should  be  asking 
y  ourselves:  Can  these  microchip  congregations 
.:  truly  be  “church?” 

If  viewed  as  a  vehicle  of  mission,  cyberchurch 
displays  an  almost  gee-whiz  potential.  Consider 
a  few  of  its  many  possibilities: 

..  _  ■  Prayer  meetings, 

■  Participation  in  public  discourse  by  wit¬ 
nessing  to  the  values  of  one’s  faith  via  messages 
posted  on  computer  services  known  as  bulletin 
boards, 

■  Adult  Sunday  school  lessons  similar  to 
PaithLink  that’s  being  sent  weekly  by  another 
medium — facsimile — by  The  United  Methodist 
-Publishing  House, 

'  ■  Instant  communications  with  overseas  mis¬ 
sionaries, 

■  Connections  for  isolated  rural  pastors  to 
Share  with  other  pastors, 

■  Seminary  and  continuing  education  with¬ 
out  costly  drive  time  such  as  courses  currently 
offered  by  United  Methodist-related  United 
Theological  Seminary  in  Dayton,  Ohio, 

■  Support  groups  and  confidential  counseling 
services, 

......  Immediate  national  and  global  religion 

hews  and 

■  Letters — the  tie  that  bound  New  Testament 
churches — binding  cyberchurch  members  and 
local  congregations  together. 

However,  if  viewed  theologically,  cyber¬ 
church  has  a  distinct  downside.  A  prime  exam¬ 
ple:  How  do  we  in  cyberchurch  “celebrate”  the 
-  sacraments  of  baptism  and  communion,  in 

•  which  physical  touch  and  action  play  such  a 
crucial  role? 

Proponents  of  a  computer-based  church  real- 
52e  this  limitation. 

<■  For  instance,  the  Rev.  Mary  Olson,  on  the 
-■United  seminary  faculty,  suggests  an  annual 

•  feathering  for  baptism  of  cyberchurch  “mem- 

■  bers”  at  a  place  like  the  Ocean  Grove,  N.J.,  as¬ 
sembly  ground. 

Meanwhile,  church  consultant  the  Rev.  Ken 
Bedell  of  Dayton  is  searching  for  answers  to  this 

■  sacramental  dilemma  in  an  EcuNet  meeting — 
•an  electronic  discussion— known  as  CYBER- 

r  OHURCH  EUCHARIST. 

'  We  commend  these  and  other  cyberchurch 
‘enthusiasts  for  struggling  with  the  implications 
of  the  technology’s  potential  and  hazards. 

'• As  we  see  it,  any  effort  by  the  church  to  make 
use  of  this  new  technology  must  be  tested  con¬ 
stantly  by  some  key  questions: 

/  How  will  this  electronic  tool  serve  to  incar¬ 
nate  God’s  spirit  in  the  midst  of  God’s  people? 

Z  How  can  Christians  avoid  becoming  iso¬ 
lated  by  solely  participating  in  cyberchurch 
’’rather  than  in  both  a  local  congregation  and  cy- 
-berchurch? 

•  As  we  explore  the  frontiers  of  cyberspace,  per- 
• .  haps  we  should  take  our  cue  from  Paul’s  letters. 

While  he  used  the  medium  of  written  com¬ 
munication  to  keep  in  touch  with  far-flung 
Christians,  Paul  regularly  repeated  the  message 
be  sent  to  the  church  in  Rome: 

“For  I  am  longing  to  see  you  so  that  I  may 
?hare  with  you  some  spiritual  gift  to  strengthen 
you — or  rather  so  that  we  may  be  mutually  en¬ 
couraged  by  each  other’s  faith,  yours  and 
f'  mine.”  (Romans  1:11,12,  NRSV). 
ort 
ll 


Brother  Clem's  evangelism  tech¬ 
nique  wasn't  particularly  effective  un¬ 
til  someone  clued  him  in  to  the 
''Binaca  Factor." 


We  Christians  should  mark  Holocaust  Day 


By  IGNACIO  CASTUERA 

Christians  around  the  world 
have  a  unique  opportunity  to  ob¬ 
serve  Yom  Hashoa,  Holocaust 
Day,  during  this,  the  50th  anni¬ 
versary  of  the  liberation  of  Holo¬ 
caust  survivors  in  Europe.  This 
opportunity  must  not  be  wasted 
especially  during  times  when  so- 
called  historical  revisionists  are 
denying  the  reality  of  the  Nazi 
atrocities. 

Jewish  congregations  through¬ 
out  the  world  will  observe  Yom 
Hashoa  on  Friday,  April  28.  If 
we  join  in  this  observance,  we 
can  enrich  our  own  rituals  of 
Eastertide  while  at  the  same  time 
enabling  our  members  to  experi¬ 
ence  one  of  the  most  important 
observances  in  the  Jewish  liturgi¬ 
cal  year. 

Following  are  a  few  sugges¬ 
tions  to  help  ensure  that  the  real¬ 
ity  of  the  Jewish  Holocaust 
enters  the  consciousness  and 
consciences  of  our  congregations. 

■  Attend  a  Yom  Hashoa  obser¬ 
vance. 

Most  rabbis  would  be  very 
open  to  having  a  group  of  Chris¬ 
tians  present  at  Yom  Hashoa  ser¬ 
vices.  In  many  instances  at  least 
one  Holocaust  survivor  will 
speak  or,  at  the  bare  minimum, 
will  be  introduced  and  honored. 
The  main  speaker  at  the  one  I  at¬ 
tended  last  year  was  Paul  Page, 
the  man  responsible  for  the  story 
that  eventually  became  the  book 
and  film,  Schindler’s  List. 

■  Preach  a  sermon  on  the  sig¬ 
nificance  for  Christians  of  Yom 
Hashoa. 

I  believe  it  is  extremely  impor¬ 
tant  to  articulate  that: 

A)  The  Holocaust  really  hap¬ 
pened. 

B)  Christians  participated  in  the 
Holocaust,  because  Hitler  couldn’t 
have  moved  the  Nazis  to  commit 


Here  I  Stand 


The  Rev.  Ignacio 
Castuera  is  pastor 
of  Hollywood 
(Calil.)  United 
Methodist  Church 
(California-Pacific 
Annual  Confer¬ 
ence). 


heinous  crimes  against  Jews  and 
other  “undesirables”  had  it  not 
been  for  attitudes  of  anti-Semi¬ 
tism  that  permeated  Christianity 
through  most  of  its  existence. 

C)  Christians  have  a  responsi¬ 
bility  to  ensure  that  another  Ho¬ 
locaust  never  happens.  When 
asked  whether  they  believe  an¬ 
other  Jewish  Holocaust  could  oc¬ 
cur,  a  significant  percentage  of 
European  and  American  Jews  re¬ 
sponded  with  a  disturbing  “Yes.” 

D)  “Righteous  Christians” 
who  saved  Jews  from  the  Holo¬ 
caust  should  be  remembered  and 
honored  as  saints  worthy  of  emu¬ 
lation.  In  addition  to  Oskar 
Schindler  and  others,  some  of 
them  anonymous,  these  include: 

Z  Dietrich  Bonhoeffer,  Chris¬ 
tian  ethicist  and  activist  who  was 
imprisoned  and  executed  for  his 
part  in  a  failed  attempt  to  stop 
the  Nazi  machine; 

Z  Andrew  Trocme  and  the  Hu¬ 
guenots  of  the  French  village  of  Le 
Chambon,  who  saved  1,000  Jews; 

Z  Miep  Gies,  who  saved  Anne 
Frank  and  her  family  for  two 
years  by  hiding  them  and  who 
preserved  Anne’s  diary; 

Z  Bulgarian  Orthodox  Bishop 
Kiril,  who  led  clergy  under  his 
supervision  to  “convert”  Jews, 
resulting  in  the  loss  of  not  one 
Bulgarian  Jew.  under  the  Nazi 


persecution. 

These  and  other  “righteous 
Christians”  must  be  presented  in 
humility  and  contrition,  not  seek¬ 
ing  to  assuage  consciences  but  to 
energize  wills  so  that  another  holo¬ 
caust  never,  ever  happens  again. 

■  Establish  covenant  relations 
with  synagogues  in  your  commu¬ 
nity. 

Jointly  sponsor  interfaith  ser¬ 
vices  and  studies  for  clergy  and  la¬ 
ity.  Exchange  pulpits  and  choirs. 
It’s  important  to  start  this  ex¬ 
change  at  the  youth  level.  Many  of 
our  youngsters  have  never  heard 
about  the  Holocaust  from  Chris¬ 
tian  educators.  As  a  result,  they  can 
become  easy  prey  for  neo-Nazis 
and  other  historical  revisionists. 

■  Join  organizations  that  ac¬ 
tively  promote  interfaith  dialogue 
and  Jewish-Christian  under¬ 
standing  in  particular. 

I’m  a  member  of  Committee  of 
Concerned  Christians,  a  Califor¬ 
nia-based  organization  that  aims 
to  rally  the  support  of  pastors 
across  the  United  States.  We 
want  pastors  to  foster  remember- 
ance  of  the  Holocaust  and  to 
preach  on  it  at  least  once  annual¬ 
ly  to  stress  the  important  role  we 
have  in  preventing  a  recurrence. 

During  the  1994  Academy 
Awards  presentation,  actor  Rich¬ 
ard  Dreyfuss  introduced  the 
nomination  of  Schindler's  List 
with  these  words:  “Schindler's 
List  is  not  just  about  the  horrors 
of  the  Holocaust,  it  is  also  about 
the  mystery  of  compassion.” 

For  us  Christians  the  mystery 
of  compassion  is  intimately  con¬ 
nected  to  the  mystery  of  the  cross 
and  the  Resurrection.  Eastertide 
is  indeed  a  most  propitious  time 
to  ponder  the  horrors  that  preju¬ 
dice  can  unleash  and  the  compas¬ 
sion  that  faith  can  engender. 


RELIGION  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 

MIAMI  BEACH,  Fla. — This  sculpture  by  Kenneth  Treister  is  a  life- 
size  bronze  in  the  garden  of  the  Holocaust  Memorial  in  Miami 
Beach.  Behind  it  is  a  wall  with  Anne  Frank's  words,  "In  spite  of 
everything,  I  still  believe  people  are  good  at  heart"  (see  related 
column  at  left).  In  another  section  of  the  artist's  work,  the  figures 
are  seen  in  death. 


I  never  before  knew 
a  bishop  who  died 

By  KENNETH  S.  LAND 

I  never  knew  a  bishop  who  died.  Oh,  I  know  that 
bishops  die.  I  just  never  knew  one.  My  bishop  has  died 
and  today  I  feel  sadness  at  his  passing. 

This  is  what  I  knew  about  my  bishop.  He  was  a  man 
of  character  and  possessed  a  great  zest  for  life.  He  had 
an  inquisitive  spirit 
that  was  refreshing 
for  a  man  of  his  po¬ 
sition  and  age. 

When  he  was  at 
my  congregation  for 
our  consecration 
service,  we  had  the 


My  Witness 

The  Rev.  Kenneth  S.  Land  is  pastor 
of  Highland  Park  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Florence >  South  Carolina 
(South  Carolina  Annual  Conference). 


opportunity  to  share  lunch  together.  We  rode  in  my  car. 
As  we  were  driving,  he  opened  my  glove  box  and  began  to 
plunder  through  the  contents.  He  found  a  tape  belonging 
to  one  of  my  teen-agers  and  started  to  plug  it  in. 

I  thought,  “Oh,  Lord,  it’s  probably  some  heavy-metal 
thing.  What  on  earth  will  he  think?” 

I  said,  “Bishop,  you  don’t  want  to  play  that.” 

He  just  laughed  and  said,  “Oh,  but  I  do.  I  want  to 
hear  your  music.” 

An  inquisitive,  playful  spirit.  You  see,  my  bishop  al¬ 
ways  wanted  to  hear  other  folks’  music  ...  the  music  of 
their  lives  ...  the  music  of  their  souls. 

Probably  one  of  the  most  telling  observations  came 
from  my  sons.  They  had  the  occasion  to  hear  the  bishop 
speak  once.  After  it  was  over  one  of 
them  said,  “You  know,  some  of  those 
guys  walked  up  to  the  pulpit  like  they 
were  bored.  They  just  walk  up  and 
drone,  ‘Let  us  sing  hymn  214.’  When 
that  bishop  walked  up  there,  it  was 
like  a  bomb  going  off.  It  was  like  he 
was  on  fire.” 

He  was  on  fire  and  he  burned 
brightly  for  his  Lord.  I  know  today  he 
bums  brightly  in  that  unshakeable 
Kingdom.  For  those  of  us  lingering 
here  . . .  we’ll  miss  his  fire. 

I  never  knew  a  bishop  who  died  before.  I’m  grateful 
that  God  let  me  know  Bishop  Joseph  B.  Bethea. 


Bishop  Joseph  B. 
Bethea  died 
March  12. 
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Our  church  needs  to  pay  pastors 
a  wage  that  families  can  live  on 


I  think  I  speak  on  behalf  of  most 
of  the  ministers  and  families  of  our 
conferences  who  are  financially 
“just  getting  by.” 

My  husband,  a  United  Methodist 
minister  for  nine  full-time  years, 
continues  to  receive  near  minimum 
salary  which  we  find  inadequate  to 
provide  for  our  three  children’s 
needs.  We  have  declined  some 
church  functions  because  we  didn’t 
have  the  means  to  attend.  We  have 
had  to  borrow  from  our  parents  just 
to  buy  groceries. 

The  family  has  suffered  much  ill¬ 
ness  this  year,  but  because  of  the  high 
deductibles  we  received  virtually  no 
help  from  insurance.  Our  physician, 
who  was  raised  in  a  parsonage  home, 
has  graciously  provided  his  services 
without  charge,  not  because  we  told 
him  of  our  financial  woes,  but  be¬ 
cause  he  knows  that  pastors  often 
live  on  inadequate  incomes. 

I  feel  that  The  United  Methodist 
Church  needs  to  take  a  serious  look 
at  the  financial  difficulties  many  pas¬ 
tors'  families  are  facing.  My  hope  is 
that  the  church  will  act  compassion¬ 
ately  and  begin  to  pay  all  pastors  a 
salary  which  adequately  provides  for 
a  family’s  financial  needs. 

Name  and  Address 
Withheld  by  Request 

It's  coveting 

“Unfaith  Watch”  rather  than 
“Faith  Watch”  should  have  been 
the  heading  for  the  March  17  item 
“Block  Those  Cuts.” 

So  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  lays  a  plan,  called  lobby¬ 
ing,  to  take  $47  million  from  Amer¬ 
ican  taxpayers.  This  money  doesn't 
belong  to  the  church,  but  because 
we  lack  faith  in  God  to  provide  for 
our  ministries  of  community  cen- 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 

ters  or  children’s  services,  the  board 
urges  us  to  lobby  for  it. 

This  is  coveting,  which  is  a  sin. 

Douglas  W.  Rettig 
Wells,  Minnesota 

Where  do  they  come  from? 

I  still  read  the  national  pages  of  _ 

the  Reporter  but  I  know  several  of  .  ■  °PP°se  ? 

_ u . u„  a _ _  ■■■■■■■  emotional  expen- 


If  we  weren’t  a  connectional 
church  something  would  have  al¬ 
ready  been  done  about  our  prob¬ 
lems  of  members  being  so 
heterodox!  God  help  us! 

Pat  McNair 
Midland,  Texas 

Spiritual  experience 

In  reading  the  Reporter's  Lenten 
editorial  series,  I’m  surprised  not  to 
find  any  mention 
of  spiritual  experi- 


K>. 


my  fellow  members  who  do  not! 

The  unscriptural  “off  the  wall” 
letters  to  the  editor  make  us  all  sick. 
Where  did  these  far-out  people 
come  from?  How  did  they  get  to  be 
members  of  our  great  church? 

Don’t  they  know  what  the  Bible 
has  to  say  about  the  subjects  they 
expound  on?  Do  they  just  pick  and 
choose  what  they  please  to  believe? 
Why  should  you  print  their  remarks 
when  it’s  so  obvious  that  they  are 
not  orthodox? 

The  United  Methodist  Church 
needs  to  clean  house  one  way  or  an¬ 
other.  We  need  to  get  back  to  classic, 
orthodox  Christianity  and  encourage 
these  who  are  destroying  our  church 
to  leave  and  find  an  organization 
that  thinks  like  they  do.  Otherwise, 
we  who  believe  as  our  Methodist  an¬ 
cestors  will  be  leaving  faster  than 
ever  if  something  isn’t  done. 


ence. 

What  about  the 
feelings  of  comfort 
and  assurance  that  come  from  listen¬ 
ing  to  the  “still,  small  voice”  within 
us?  Or  the  overwhelming  sense  of 
well-being  that  accompanies  medita¬ 
tions  wherein  one  experiences  one¬ 
ness  with  the  universe  and  God? 

The  passive  “letting  go  and  letting 
God”  mental  state  opens  one  up  to 
experiences  that  have  lifetime  im¬ 
pacts,  providing  a  foundation  for 
faith  unshaken  by  temporal  events, 
invalidity  of  Scriptures,  errors  in  tra- 
dition  and  imperfect  reasoning. 
Through  them  we  come  to  know  that 
we  “live  and  move  and  have  our  be¬ 
ing”  only  in  God. 

Roy  Berger 

Carmichael,  California 
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NO  PROGRESS  AT  SUMMIT:  Three 

church  leaders  who  attended  the  March  28- 
April  7  climate  summit  in  Berlin  blamed  the 
lack  of  U.S.  action  on  environmental  issues  for 
the  meeting’s  failure  to  make  headway.  Jaydee 
Hanson  of  the  United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society  and  officials  of 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren  and  Presbyterian 
Church  (U.S.A.)  issued  a  joint  statement  fol¬ 
lowing  the  first  Conference  of  the  Parties  that 
signed  the  United  Nations  Framework  Con¬ 
vention  on  Climate  Change. 


RESPECT  DIFFERING  BELIEFS:  m  a 

quick  response  to  the  Pope’s  encyclical  on 
birth  control,  the  president  of  a  national  inter- 
religious  coalition  urged  the  Pontiff  to  consider 
the  faith  values  that  lead  non-Catholics  to  seek 
abortion.  “In  fact,  our  experience  confirms  that 
women  often  choose  abortion  out  of  deeply  held 
faith  commitments  and  in  order  that  they  and 
their  families  might  have  life  and  have  it  abun¬ 
dantly, ’’said  the  Rev.  Katherine  Hancock  Rags¬ 
dale,  president  of  the  Religious  Coalition  for 
Reproductive  Choice.  Among  member  agencies 
are  two  from  The  United  Methodist  Church:  The 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society  and  the 
Women’s  Division  of  the  General  Board  of  Glob¬ 
al  Ministries. 


NUCLEAR  TESTS  MONITORED:  a 

foundation  to  provide  information  on  harmful 
effects  of  nuclear  weapons  production  and  test¬ 
ing  and  to  assist  victims  of  such  tests  is  being 
formed  by  the  United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  Health  and  Welfare 
Ministries.  The  United  States/Kazakhstan  In¬ 
ternational  Foundation  on  Radiation,  Ecology 
and  Health  will  continue  work  started  with 
U.S.  and  Kazakhstani  doctors  and  scientists. 
The  Health  and  Welfare  unit  has  assisted  the 
Semipalatinsk  region  in  bringing  information 
about  40  years  of  testing  to  public  attention. 
The  unit  has  provided  humanitarian  aid  in  the 
form  of  medicines,  hospital  supplies,  food  and 
learning  aids  as  well  as  children’s  Bibles. 

GROUNDBREAKING  CEREMONY: 

A  celebration  of  faith  during  a  national  disas¬ 
ter  marked  the  groundbreaking  ceremonies  of 
Hull  (Ill.)  United  Methodist  Church  on  April 
9.  The  157-member  church  plans  to  build  an 
8,000  square  feet  building  just  yards  from  the 
site  where  a  levee  broke  on  July  22,  1993,  de¬ 
stroying  the  church  during  the  1993  Midwest 
Flood.  The  Rev.  Marilyn  Warren,  pastor  of  the 
Hull  Larger  Parish,  which  includes  two  other 
United  Methodist  churches,  said  nearly  90  per¬ 
cent  of  the  church  will  be  built  with  the  help 
of  volunteers-in-mission.  Funding  includes 
$15,000  from  the  United  Methodist  Commit¬ 
tee  on  Relief,  $120,000  from  the  church’s  Cen¬ 
tral  Illinois  regional  conference  and  $70,000 
from  other  churches  and  individuals. 


OUTLER  CHAIR  FILLED:  The  Rev 

William  J.  Abraham  has  been  named  to  the  Al¬ 
bert  C.  Outler  Endowed  Chair  of  Wesley  Stud¬ 
ies  at  Southern  Methodist  University’s  Perkins 
School  of  Theology,  effective  this  Fall.  Dr.  Abra¬ 
ham  is  a  professor  of  evangelism  and  philosophy 
of  religion  at  Perkins.  The  Outler  Chair  was  es¬ 
tablished  in  1984  with  a  $1  million  endowment 
from  the  church’s  Houston-based  Texas  regional 
conference.  It  honors  the  late  church  historian, 
ecumenist  and  Perkins  professor. 

BEST  OF  CLASS:  United  Methodist  com¬ 
municators  received  two  “best  of  class”  awards 
recently  in  the  annual  competition  sponsored  by 
the  Religious  Public  Relations  Council.  Peggy 
West,  associate  general  secretary  of  United 
Methodist  Communication*  in  Nashville,  was 
accorded  top  recognition  in  the  non-broadcast 
audio  and  video  class  for  Black  Methodism: 
Legacy  of  Faith.  William  R.  Richards,  director 
of  radio  ministries  for  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
munications,  received  the  top  award  in  radio 
and  television  advertising  for  the  Message  of 
Hope  spot  announcement  series. 


MAGAZINE  LAUNCHED:  The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Baltimore-Washington  regional 
conference  has  launched  a  general  interest 
magazine  for  churchwide  distribution.  Introduc¬ 
tory  copies  of  Kaleidoscope:  A  Magazine  About 
Today's  Christians  have  been  mailed  to  more 
than  100,000  United  Methodist  families  across 
the  United  States. 


Domestic  violence  a  challenge  to  churches 


By  |UDY  BRADFORD 

It’s  difficult  to  get  away  from. 
The  graphic  pictures,  the  inter¬ 
views,  the  cross-examinations  in 
the  O.J.  Simpson  trial  bombard 
us  with  reminders  of  domestic 
violence. 

But  local  pastors  and  congrega¬ 
tions  can  play  a  close-to-home 
role  in  stopping  domestic  vio¬ 
lence,  especially  if  it’s  directed  at 
one  of  their  own  members. 

The  violence  crosses  every  age, 
race  and  income  barrier.  If  you 
think  it  can’t  happen  in  your 
church,  take  a  look  at  these  fig¬ 
ures  from  Indiana  as  an  example: 

From  July  1993  to  June 
1994,  22,782  women  need¬ 
ed  help  from  local  shelters 
for  battered  women.  Only 
7,594  got  emergency  aid. 

"For  every  one  we  can  ac¬ 
cept,  we  have  to  turn  two 
away,"  said  Laura  Berry, 
executive  director  of  the  In¬ 
diana  Coalition  Against  Do¬ 
mestic  Violence. 

The  coalition  estimates 
that  in  25  percent  of  all 
marriages,  abuse  is  ongoing. 

" The  numbers  may  be 
even  higher  in  churches,  be¬ 
cause  you’re  going  to  have 
higher  concentration  of  nu¬ 
clear  families  there, "  added 
Ms.  Berry. 

Seeking  help  in  the  church 

In  a  recent  survey  of  the  North 
Indiana  Annual  Conference,  a  re¬ 
gional  unit  of  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  most  clergy 
showed  a  strong  willingness  to 
help  rather  than  leave  the  prob¬ 
lem  to  police.  Victims,  however, 
are  not  seeking  help  in  the 
church  the  way  one  might  think, 
said  the  Rev.  Cathy  Johns,  au¬ 
thor  of  the  survey  and  the  pastor 
of  Mentone,  Ind.,  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church. 

“The  church  is  a  family  sys¬ 
tem.  It  supports  the  idea  of  fam¬ 
ilies  staying  together.  And  so, 
one  of  the  last  people  a  victim  is 
going  to  come  to  is  me,”  said  Ms. 
Johns. 

Ms.  Johns,  who  worked  as  an 
intern  with  the  Fort  Wayne,  Ind., 
Police  Department’s  Victim  As¬ 
sistance  Office  two  years  ago, 
said  that  church  traditions 
against  divorce  still  prevent 


Through  awareness, 
intervention  and 
prayer,  churches 
can  offer  a 
distinctly  Christian 
response  to 
families  suffering 
from  domestic 
violence  (see 
accompanying  sto 
ries). 
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many  women  from  seeking  help. 

“There  are  still  people  preach¬ 
ing  and  teaching  that  it’s  wrong 
to  leave  your  husband  under 
these  circumstances.  There  are 
even  some  right-wing  publica¬ 
tions  that  say  ‘Stay  away  from 
people  who  are  trying  to  teach 
you  not  to  be  submissive  to  your 
husband,’  ”  Ms.  Johns  said. 

Getting  involved 

But  by  the  time  abuse  is  appar¬ 
ent,  the  marriage  trust  has  al¬ 
ready  been  broken.  Vows  to 
“love  and  honor”  have  already 
been  disobeyed,  according  to  Ed 
Alley,  an  ordained  minister  and  a 
certified  therapist  with  Kairos 
Center  for  the  Family  in  Ander¬ 
son,  Ind.. 

Pastors  who  help  victims  seek 
shelter  or  counseling  are  not 
breaking  a  marriage  bond.  If  any¬ 
thing,  they  are  trying  to  restore  it, 
he  added. 

“We  have  to  be  direct  in  letting 
people  know  that  we  know  they’re 
being  harmed,”  said  Mr.  Alley. 

Ms.  Berry  of  the  Indiana  coali¬ 
tion  said,  “The  congregation  needs 
to  say  'This  is  our  business.  It’s 
not  okay  to  hurt  someone,  and  vi¬ 
olence  is  not  a  resolution  to  any 


problem.’  ’ 

The  pastor  is  in  a  unique,  if 
sometimes  odd,  position  to  make 
that  first  contact  with  a  couple 
suspected  of  physical  abuse,  added 
Mr.  Alley. 

“The  pastor  is  the  only  one  in 
the  church  who  can  go  to  some¬ 
one’s  home,  sometimes  unan¬ 
nounced,  and  have  it  be  perfectly 
acceptable,”  he  said.  “Other  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  church  may  have  be¬ 
friended  the  couple,  but  the  pastor 
is  the  only  one  who  can  call  ahead 
and  say,  with  some  authority,  ‘I 
need  to  speak  with  both  of  you.’  ” 

The  problem  is  silence 

“Confronting  (domestic  vio¬ 
lence)  does  not  have  to  be  a  pub¬ 
lic  thing.  The  things  we’re 
ashamed  about,  we  don’t. talk 
about,  of  course.  There  may  be  a 
pact,  often  unspoken,  between 
the  couple,  not  to  talk  about  it. 
The  pastor  is  going  against  con¬ 
vention  when  bringing  it  upx”  he 
added. 

“So  much  of  the  problem  is  si¬ 
lence,”  said  Susan  Alley,  a  thera¬ 
pist  also  with  Kairos. 

“What  we  find  is  that  usually 
the  victim  is  scared  to  go  for 
counseling.  But  with  enough  sup¬ 


port,  the  victim  will  go.  Then  the 
perpetrator  will  get  scared  that 
he  (or  she,  in  a  small  number  of 
cases)  is  going  to  lose  power,  and 
they  start  to  go  for  counseling.” 

Forming  a  prayer  group 
around  the  couple  can  help  name 
the  problem,  name  the  people  in¬ 
volved  and  cut  down  on  specula¬ 
tion  within  the  congregation. 
Instead  of  being  surrounded  by 
idle  gossip,  the  couple  is  sur¬ 
rounded  by  prayer  and  care — a 
distinctly  Christian,  rather  than 
secular,  response. 

Once  the  couple  has  begun 
counseling,  it  is  highly  recom¬ 
mended  that  they  be  separated 
for  sessions.  Pastors  who  have 
counseled  couples  and  experts  in 
domestic  violence  say  the  abuse 
can  escalate  if  husband  and  wife 
are  counseled  together. 

“Family  counseling  may  be 
putting  the  woman  in  more  dan¬ 
ger,”  said  Ms.  Berry.  “The  abus¬ 
er  can  control  the  way  the 
counseling  sessions  go  and  con¬ 
trol  the  information  that  is  dis¬ 
closed,  so  that  when  she  gets 
home,  she  gets  beaten  again.” 

Explosive  situations 

“Counseling  for  domestic  vio¬ 
lence  is  very  tricky,”  agreed  Ed 
Alley.  “You  really  do  need  a  pro¬ 
fessional  counselor.  Most  pastors 
just  don’t  have  the  training.  A 
pastor  can  be  supportive  of  each 


"There  are  still 
people  preaching  and 
teaching  that  it's  wrong 
to  leave  your  husband 
under  these 
circumstances. " 

— the  Rev.  Cathy  |ohns 


person’s  feelings  without  having 
to  be  the  counselor.  Finding  a 
therapist  also  gets  the  pastor  out 
of  the  position  of  having  to  solve 
the  problem.” 

Pastors  also  are  “very  smart” 
to  be  concerned  about  their  own 
safety,  because  no  one  knows 
how  explosive  a  situation  can  be¬ 
come,  Ms.  Berry  said. 

Ms.  Johns,  the  Alleys  and  Ms. 
Berry  all  agreed  that  the  churches 
can  take  a  pro-active  role  in  edu¬ 
cating  members  about  domestic 
violence  to  combat  outdated,  tra¬ 
ditional  views.  Moreover, 
church-sponsored  workshops  and 
seminars  on  domestic  violence 
have  a  tendency  to  draw  out  both 
victims  and  perpetrators,  serving 
as  a  springboard  for  seeking  help. 

Ms.  Bradford  is  a  correspon¬ 
dent  for  the  Hoosier  United 
Methodist,  a  publication  of  the 
church's  Indiana  Area. 


Here  are  ways  to  explore  ministry 
with  domestic  violence  victims 


Getting  people  in  your  church 
to  talk  about  domestic  violence  is 
often  the  first  step  to  identifying 
it.  In  an  atmosphere  of  under¬ 
standing,  both  victims  and  per¬ 
petrators  may  come  forward  to 
seek  help  (see  related  story  at 
left). 

There  are  several  ways  to  get 
people  talking  and  several  re¬ 
sources  to  nurture  discussion  and 
education: 

‘  Pastors  can  preach  on  the 
subject.  Such  sermons  can  com¬ 
bat  the  notion  that  the  Bible  con¬ 
dones  spousal  abuse  and  dispel 
some  long-held  beliefs  that  toler¬ 
ate  violence  in  the  home. 

•  Sermons  can  be  followed 


with  presentations  on  domestic 
violence  for  women’s  and  men’s 
groups  in  the  church. 

•  Local  congregations  can  ob¬ 
tain  resources  on  how  to  develop 
domestic  violence  ministries  by 
writing  Peggy  L.  Halsey,  Room 
333,  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  475  Riverside  Drive, 
New  York,  NY  10115. 

•  Another  source  for  domestic 
violence  information  with  a  reli¬ 
gious  perspective  is  the  Center 
for  the  Prevention  of  Sexual  and 
Domestic  Violence,  1 9 1 4  N.  34th 
St.,  Suite  105,  Seattle,  WA, 
98103-9058;  Phone:  206-63.4- 
1903;  FAX  206-634-0115. 

—JUDY  BRADFORD 


Preacher:  Religious  freedom  act  not  widely  known 

TEMPLE  HILLS, 
Md.  —  President 
Clinton,  speak¬ 
ing  to  Full  Gos¬ 
pel  A.M.E.  Zion 
Church,  has  em¬ 
ployed  the  U.S. 
justice  Depart¬ 
ment  to  enforce 
existing  laws  on 
freedom  of  reli¬ 
gious  expres¬ 
sion,  says  a 
minister  who 
helped  to  draft 
the  Religious 
Freedom  Resto¬ 
ration  Act  (see 
related  story  at 
left). 

RELIGION  NEWS 
SERVICE  PHOTO 


UMC  bishops 
to  hear  from 
WCC  head 

United  Methodist 
News  Service 

AUSTIN,  Texas — The  Rev. 
Konrad  Raiser,  a  German  theo¬ 
logian  who  became  top  staff  ex¬ 
ecutive  for  the  World  Council 
of  Churches  in  Geneva  early  in 
1993,  will  speak  to  the  United 
Methodist  bishops  when  they 
meet  for  their  semi-annual 
meeting  April  31 -May  5. 

Dr.  Raiser  is  scheduled  to 
speak  on  the  closing  morning  of 
the  meeting. 

The  United  Methodist  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Bishops  includes  50  active 
U.S.  bishops,  1 8  active  bishops 
from  Europe,  Africa  and  the 
Philippines,  and  about  50  re¬ 
tired  bishops. 

Completing  a  one-year  term 
as  president  of  the  .  council  at 
the  close  of  the  meeting  here 
will  be  Bishop  J.  Woodrow 
Hearn  of  Houston.  Succeeding 
him  will  be  Bishop  Roy  I.  Sano 
of  Los  Angeles. 


By  DANIEL  R.  GANCLER 
Associate  Editor 

HOLLYWOOD— “The  Clin- 
ton  Administration  has  done 
more  to  protect  religious  rights 
than  any  other  president  in  this 
century,”  contends  the  Rev.  Oli¬ 
ver  (Buzz)  Thomas. 

He  says  this  is  so  because  of 
1993  passage  of  the  Religious 
Freedom  Restoration  Act  and 
enforcement  of  existing  laws 
about  religious  freedom. 

During  the  recent  Religious 
Public  Relations  Council  con¬ 
vention  at  Universal  City,  Mr. 
Thomas  told  65  religion  commu¬ 
nicators  that  unfortunately  few 
Americans  know  about  the  act 
which  protects  free  exercise  of  re¬ 
ligion. 

The  Religion  Freedom  Resto¬ 
ration  Act,  which  became  law  in 
1993,  provides  that  govern¬ 
ment — either  state  or  federal — 
“shall  not  substantially  burden  a 
person’s  exercise  of  religion.” 

The  act  does  allow  government 
to  interfere  with  a  citizen’s  exer¬ 
cise  of  religion  if  that  exercise 
goes  against  a  “compelling  gov¬ 
ernmental  interest”  such  as 


health  and  safety  or  if  the  least 
restrictive  means  goes  against  a 
“compelling  governmental  inter¬ 
est”  for  the  good  of  society. 

Mr.  Thomas  chaired  the  Coali¬ 
tion  for  the  Free  Exercise  of  Reli¬ 
gion  which  wrote  this  legislation. 
The  coalition,  a  group  of  68  orga¬ 
nizations  concerned  about  civil 
liberties,  is  based  at  the  Freedom 
Forum  Foundation  in  Nashville. 

As  major  drafter  of  the  bill 
working  with  the  foundation,  a 
lawyer  and  an  ordained  Southern 
Baptist  minister,  Mr.  Thomas 
said  the  current  culture  war  be¬ 
tween  conservatives  and  liberals 
in  America  is  “a  travesty  tearing 
at  the  fabric  of  our  society.” 

To  counter  this  trend,  he  said, 
he  worked  four  years  bringing  di¬ 
verse  political  action  groups  to¬ 
gether  to  write  legislation  that  a 
wide  spectrum  of  citizens  could 
agree  upon  about  religious  free¬ 
dom. 

"I  saw  America  at  its  best  in 
the  Religious  Freedom  Restora¬ 
tion  Act,”  said  Mr.  Thomas.  Cul¬ 
turally  diverse  people  put  aside 
deep  ideologies  in  an  effort  to 


work  for  the  common  good  of  all 
people,  he  said. 

Mr.  Thomas  also  pointed  out 
that  diverse  congressional  lead¬ 
ers  such  as  Ted  Kennedy,  Orrin 
Hatch,  Gary  Franks  and  Newt 
Gingrich  worked  together  on  pas¬ 
sage  of  this  legislation.  He  called 


it  “the  most  important  piece  of 
legislation  passed  since  the  First 
Amendment.” 

Mr.  Thomas  said,  “We  (Amer¬ 
icans)  can’t  find  a  common  faith, 
but  we  can  promote  principles 
and  ideas  in  which  faith  can  ei¬ 
ther  flourish  or  fail  on  its  own.’* 


Bishop  takes  medical 


leave;  letter  also  cites 


By  THOMAS  S.  McANALLY 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— United  Methodist 
Bishop  Forrest  C.  Stith  of  the  New 
York  Area  is  taking  a  leave  from  his 
duties,  effective  immediately. 

A  statement  released  April  10  by 
the  church’s  12-state  Northeastern 
Jurisdiction  College  of  Bishops  said 
Bishop  Stith’s  request  for  tempo¬ 
rary  relief  from  his  duties  was  sub¬ 
mitted  on  the  advice  of  his 
physician. 

In  a  letter  to  the  College  of  Bish¬ 
ops,  Bishop  Stith  indicated  that  his 
physician  “recommended  that  he 
take  this  action  because  of  the  ex¬ 
treme  stress  he  is  undergoing  stem¬ 
ming  from  episcopal  responsibilities 
and  a  grievance  filed  against  him. 


In  the  letter  Bishop  Stith  said  that 
the  grievance  filed  against  him  is  re¬ 
lated  to  his  1984-92  tenure  as  head 
of  the  New  York  West  Area,  then 
based  in  Syracuse,  and  not  to  his 
current  (1992-96)  assignment  in  the 
New  York  Area,  based  in  White 
Plains. 

He  also  said  that  his  health  leave 
is  for  three  months. 

“Be  assured  that  when  my  health 
is  reasonably  stable  I  will  address 
the  grievance,”  he  said. 

In  addition  to  heading  the  New 
York  Area,  Bishop  Stith  is  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  churchwide  General 
Council  on  Finance  and  Adminis¬ 
tration. 

Bishop  Edwin  C.  Boulton  (East 


Ohio  Area),  the  finance  agency’s 
vice  president,  said  he  had  not 
known  about  the  grievance  but  had 
talked  with  Bishop  Stith  and  had 
agreed  to  preside  over  the  council 
meeting  May  16-18  in  Houston.  He 
also  said  he  agreed  to  serve  as  act¬ 
ing  president  until  Bishop  Stith  is 
advised  by  his  physician  to  contin¬ 
ue  his  responsibilities  as  president. 

Bishop  Boulton  presided  over  the 
council’s  recent  budget  committee 
meeting  in  Orlando,  Fla.,  in  the  ab¬ 
sence  of  Bishop  Stith. 

The  source  or  nature  of  the  griev¬ 
ance  was  not  disclosed,  and  Bishop 
Stith  was  not  available  for  com¬ 
ment.  Under  Book  of  Discipline 
■procedures  (Paragraph  513.3)  the 
grievance  has  been  referred  to  the 


Northeastern  Jurisdiction  Commit¬ 
tee  on  Episcopacy. 

According  to  the  Discipline,  “a 
grievance  is  a  written  statement 
claiming  misconduct,  unsatisfac¬ 
tory  performance  of  ministerial  du¬ 
ties”  or  one  or  more  of  ten 
chargeable  offenses  against  bishops 
or  clergy  listed  in  Paragraph  2623. 

In  the  Northeastern  Jurisdiction 
Committee  on  Episcopacy  state¬ 
ment,  released  by  Bishop  Felton  E. 
May  of  the  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  Area, 
the  bishops  said  they  "make  no 
judgment"  about  the  grievance  and 
call  for  “due  process,  disciplinary 
confidentiality  and  justice  for  all  of 
the  parties  involved  . ...”  A  griev¬ 
ance,  they  explained,  “is  a  state¬ 
ment  made  but  not  proven  at  the 


grievance 

time  it  was  filed  with  the  College  of 
Bishops." 

The  Northeastern  College  of 
Bishops  has  asked  Bishop  May  to 
serve  as  interim  bishop  in  Bishop 
Stith’s  absence  and  to  continue 
heading  the  Harrisburg  Area. 

Associate  Editor  Daniel  R. 
Cangler  contributed  to  this  report. 


Green  Mountain  College 


Fast  Forward  to  College  - 

in  Vermont! 

Do  you  know  ■  student  ready  to  start  college  early? 
Green  Mountain  College,  a  liberal  arts  college  with  a  rich  United 
Methodist  hentage  offers  motivated  tugh  school  setuorss* 
cliancc  to  start  early  and  l<eneSt  from  the  academic  challenge, 
guidance,  and  support  of  a  full-time,  residential  program 
For  more  information,  contact  • 

Juanita  Burch  Clay,  Director 
Troy  Academy  Early  College  Admissions 
at  Green  Mountain  College 
16  College  Street,  Pouttney,  VT  05764-1199 
(800)  776-6675 


CHURCH  BUSES 
NEW  AND  USED 

(We  take  trade-ins) 

Call  Henry  Headden 
Carpenter  Bus  Sales,  Inc 
Brentwood,  TN 
1-800-370-6180 
(615)  371-6180 
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Faith  at  work 


Faith 

-connections 

NEAR-FREEZE  PROPOSED:  a  pro¬ 
posal  for  an  almost  frozen  level  of  funding  to 
finance  The  United  Methodist  Church  during 
1997-2000  has  come  out  of  the  committee  as¬ 
signed  to  develop  a  financial  plan.  The  Gener¬ 
al  Funds  Coordinating  Committee  is  recommend¬ 
ing  no  increase  in  the  bottom-line  amount  asked  of 
regional  conferences  for  1997  and  1998.  But 
aportionments  for  the  final  two  years  would 
rise  2  percent  each  year.  The  proposal  will  go 
to  the  denomination’s  finance  agency  meeting 
in  Houston  May  16-18. 

CORRECTION:  United  Methodist  Pub¬ 
lishing  House  revenue  for  the  period  ending 
Jan.  31,  1995,  increased  by  $3  million  or  6.2 
percent  over  the  same  period  a  year  earlier,  not 
by  $51.3  million  as  reported  in  the  April  7  is¬ 
sue.  The  larger  amount  was  the  firm’s  total 
revenue  for  six  months.  In  another  year-to- 
year  comparison,  the  44  Cokesbury  retail  sto¬ 
ries  and  22  Cokesbury  seminary  stores  grossed 
a  9.4  percent  increase  rather  than  netted  it,  as 
might  have  been  inferred  from  the  April  7 
news  item. 

YOUTHS  INVITED:  Youths  who  seek 

answers  to  questions  about  faith  and  disciple- 
ship  are  invited  by  The  Upper  Room,  a  divi¬ 
sion  of  the  United  Methodist  General  Board  of 
Discipleship,  to  participate  in  a  retreat  to  experi¬ 
ence  the  grace  of  God.  Chrysalis,  The  Upper 
Room’s  youth  version  of  the  “Walk  to  Emma- 
us,"  is  a  three-day  ecumenical  weekend  to  help 
high  school  sophomores,  juniors  and  seniors 
broaden  their  connection  with  Christ  and  one 
another.  Contact  Donna  Farr  at  (615)  340-7229. 

DOCTORATE  TO  END:  United  Meth¬ 
odist-related  Emory  University’s  Candler 
School  of  Theology  is  closing  its  doctor  of  min¬ 
istry  program.  The  program  will  be  discontin¬ 
ued  within  six  years,  says  Candler  Dean  R. 
Keven  LaGree,  when  students  currently  en¬ 
rolled  in  the  program  complete  their  studies. 
The  advanced  degree  is  for  ministers  and 
church  leaders  who,  as  seminary  graduates,  al¬ 
ready  hold  the  master  of  divinity  degree. 

HISTORIAN  WINS:  Naomi  L.  Nelson 

of  Decatur,  Ga.,  has  been  awarded  the  1995 
Women  in  United  Methodist  History  Research 
Grant.  A  doctoral  candidate  at  United  Meth¬ 
odist-related  Emory  University,  Ms.  Nelson  re¬ 
ceived  the  $  1 ,000  award  for  research  expenses 
toward  her  dissertation,  “One  Long  Act  of  De¬ 
votion:  Women's  Participation  in  the  Antebel¬ 
lum  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South.” 


Missions  board  fears  cuts  in 
government  support  of  centers 


By  DENISE  IOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

STAMFORD,  Conn.— The 
church’s  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  has  issued  an  emergen¬ 
cy  appeal  to  United  Methodists 
across  the  country  to  ask  members 
of  Congress  not  to  cut  government 
spending  that  might  otherwise  be 
channeled  to  church-related  mis¬ 
sion  institutions. 

Board  officials  estimate  that  at 
least  $47  million  in  government 
grants  are  potentially  at  risk  (see 
some  specific  anticipated  cuts  in 
accompanying  story). 

Programs  at  United  Methodist 
community  centers,  homes  for 
children,  residences  and  schools, 
among  others,  could  be  impaired 
if  proposed  congressional  and 
state  budget  cuts  are  adopted. 
Board  officials  say  this  will  espe¬ 
cially  affect  women,  children,  the 
elderly,  the  homeless  and  low-in- 
come  persons. 


During  the  mission  board’s  re¬ 
cent  meeting  in  Stamford,  both 
the  board’s  Women’s  and  Na¬ 
tional  Divisions  acted  in  re¬ 
sponse  to  the  crisis. 

The  National  Division  also  al¬ 
located  up  to  $15,000  from  its 
emergency  operating  reserve 
fund  for  expenses  needed  to  im¬ 
plement  the  emergency  strategy. 

The  Women’s  Division  voted 
to: 

Z  Create  a  “human  welfare 
crisis  task  force”  in  consultation 
with  the  National  Division; 

•f  Increase  and  distribute  re¬ 
search  on  the  impact  of  budget 
cuts  on  mission  projects; 

✓  Ask  the  United  Methodist 
Council  of  Bishops  to  issue  a  state¬ 
ment  calling  attention  to  the  cuts; 

•f  Organize  public  protest  op¬ 
portunities; 

•f  Send  a  Women’s  Division 
delegation  to  key  Senate  offices 
for  information  and  to  advocate 


for  continuation  of  programs 
benefitting  women  and  children. 

The  plan  of  action  was  written 
by  Women’s  Division  director 
Don  Mendenhall  of  Des  Moines. 

He  asked  that  the  plan  be  fur¬ 
ther  developed  and  implemented 
by  a  seven-member  group  head¬ 
ed  by  Carolyn  E.  Johnson  of 
West  Lafayette,  Ind.,  Women’s 
Division  president. 

Inelle  Cox  Bagwell  of  Amarillo, 
Texas,  Women’s  Division  vice 
president  for  Christian  Social  Re¬ 
lations,  said  United  Methodist 
Women  recognize  the  need  for  the 
federal  government  to  balance  the 
budget.  But  what  United  Method¬ 
ist  Women  reject,  she  said,  is  “the 
punitive  nature  of  the  balanced 
budget  provisions.” 

After  they  returned  home,  some 
directors  and  United  Methodist 
Women  across  the  country  called 
the  White  House  on  April  10  to  ex¬ 
press  their  concern  over  the  cuts. 


What  would  the  cuts  look  like? 


United  Methodist  agencies  say. . . 

“Our  food  pantry  program  will  be  affected  by 
the  cuts.  We  receive  federal  money  [channeled] 
to  feed  the  poor  through  the  county  and  the  city. 
The  biggest  impact  will  be  when  government 
agencies  have  to  close  and  more  people  will  come 
to  us  when  the  need  for  a  food  pantry  goes  up. 
Worst  case  scenario?  Expect  people  to  be  lined 
up  at  the  door  every  day  with  no  food  available.” 
Crossroads  Urban  Center,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah 
Total  budget:  $354,000. 

Government  funding:  $50,000  (14  percent). 

“Most  of  our  Head  Start  and  day  care  program 
would  be  wiped  out  if  Congress  makes  all  the 
budget  cuts.  Also,  it  would  cut  half  of  our  food 
program.  I  don’t  know  if  The  United  Methodist 
Church  is  ready  to  pick  up  the  pieces  to  replace 
that  kind  of  money  on  a  regular  basis.” 

Bethlehem  Center,  Dallas,  Texas 

Total  budget:  $440,000 

Government  funding:  $220,000  (50  percent). 

“A  majority  of  our  clients  are  children  who  are 
Medicaid  patients  that  receive  professional  coun¬ 


seling.  This  is  a  poor  inner-city  location,  and  the 
program  serves  the  entire  county.  We  see  600 
children  a  month  in  two  sites.  Many  will  have  no 
other  place  to  go.” 

Neighborhood  Center  of  Utica  New  York,  Inc. 

Total  budget:  $5,6  million 

Government  funding:  $4  million  (84.5  percent) 

“We  provide  child  care  services  for  working 
moms.  That  includes  Head  Start,  day  care  and  a 
special  program  for  pregnant  teens  and  homeless 
mothers.  This  will  affect  about  1 ,000  children  in 
12  locations.” 

Marcy  Newberry  Association,  Inc.,  Chicago 

Total  budget:  $4  million 

Government  funding:  $3  million  (78  percent) 

“The  proposed  budget  cuts  mean  1 1 5  children 
will  have  to  leave  the  child  care  center.  Most  of 
those  are  children  of  parents  that  are  in  job  train¬ 
ing  programs  and  lower  income  working  families 
making  wages  below  the  poverty  level.” 

Wesley  House  Community  Center,  Key  West,  Fla. 

Total  budget:  $2.4  million 

Government  funding:  $450,000  (19  percent) 


PHOTO  COURTESY  OF  THE  WESLEY  HOUSE 

TALLAHASSEE,  Fla. — Paper  dolls  representing  children  of 
United  Methodist-related  Wesley  House  Community  Center 
were  presented  to  Florida  State  Representative  Debbie  Horan 
by  Joseph  Barker,  executive  director  of  Wesley  House  Commu¬ 
nity  Center  (see  related  stories  at  left  and  below). 


What's  involved  where? 


The  issue: 

Congress  is  considering  cuts  in 
the  1995  fiscal  year  budget — near¬ 
ly  seven  months  into  the  budget 
year — that  could  threaten  pro¬ 
grams  at  some  United  Methodist 
National  Division  institutions. 

Opponents  say  “The  Rescissions 
Bill”  (HR  1 1 58  and  S  617)  dispro¬ 
portionately  cuts  human  needs 
programs.  Proposed  cuts  total 
$16.1  billion  on  the  Senate  side, 
$  1 7.4  billion  on  the  House  side. 

Some  95  institutions  histori¬ 
cally  connected  to  the  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  utilize  at  least 
$47  million  of  the  funds  pro¬ 
posed  to  be  cut.  These  come  ei¬ 
ther  through  federal,  state  or 
local  grants. 

Cuts  possible  in. . . 

Special  supplemental  food  pro¬ 
gram  for  women,  infants  and 
children 


Youth  job  training  programs 
Assisted  housing  programs 
National  and  community  ser¬ 
vice  programs 

Possible  elimination. . . 

Summer  youth  employment 
programs 

Safe  and  drug-free  school  and 
communities  programs 
Early  childhood  education  and 
violence  counseling 
Programs  to  improve  academ¬ 
ic  and  social  development  of  at- 
risk  students  in  high-poverty  and 
high  crime  areas 
Literacy  training  for  homeless 

What  you  can  do 

Congress  is  in  recess  for  April. 
The  United  Methodist  Women’s 
and  National  Division  leaders  sug¬ 
gest  you  contact  your  representa¬ 
tives  this  month  at  his  or  her 
regional  office  and  express  your 
concern  about  the  impending  hu¬ 
man  welfare  cuts. 


Musician  exports  talent  to  Africa  University 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

MUTARE,  Zimbabwe, —  Cyn¬ 
thia  Wilson-Felder,  an  internation¬ 
ally-acclaimed  recording  artist  from 
Dallas,  took  her  unique  ministry  to 
Africa  recently  for  a  concert  bene¬ 
fitting  Africa  University. 

She  sang  to  a  standing-room  only 
crowd  of  300  at  the  Manica  Hotel 
in  downtown  Mutare,  about  10 
miles  from  the  university. 

According  to  the  Africa  University 
Information  office,  Ms.  Wilson- 
Felder  “gave  an  exuberant  and  stun¬ 
ning  performance”  that  “moved  to 
tears"  many  in  the  crowd. 

“It  was  breath-taking  but  too 


short,”  said  Sophia  Chiremba,  a 
second  year  Agriculture  and  Natu¬ 
ral  Resources  student  and  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Africa  University  Choir. 

“She  puts  so  much  into  her  sing¬ 
ing  you  can  tell  it’s  in  her,”  Ms. 
Chiremba  added. 

Describing  the  event  as  a  “soul¬ 
touching”  and  “empowering  experi¬ 
ence,  Bilha  Pfukani,  the  university’s 
chief  librarian,  said  Ms.  Wilson- 
Felder’s  performance  provided  op¬ 
portunity  “for  us  to  see  how  an 
individual  can  take  the  university’s 
mission  and  make  it  part  of  her  life.” 

Africa  University’s  “budding” 
preachers  were  also  recipients  of 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  $1.40  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per 
insertion,  $28.00  minimum  charge  for  up  to 
20  words.  Blind  ads  $21.00  plus  $11.20  for 
the  8  words  to  insert  our  contact  information. 
Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on  con¬ 
tract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  approved 
in  advance.  Products  and  services  go  through 
an  approval  process.  We  schedule  two  weeks 
in  advance  of  an  issue  date 

DIRECTOR  OF  CAMPUS  MINISTRY.  One 
of  the  most  vital  and  effective  campus  minis¬ 
tries  in  the  nation  is  seeking  a  new  director. 
Qualifications  must  include  a  minimum  of 
three  years  experience  directing  campus  min¬ 
istry.  Elder  in  the  United  Methodist  Church, 
and  experience  with  the  supervision  of  multi¬ 
ple  staff  ministry.  Review  of  applications  will 
begin  April  15.  1995.  Send  resume  and  refer- 

NEEDED:  DIRECTOR  CHRISTIAN  Educa¬ 

tion.  Responsibilities  include  leading  youth, 
overseeing  education  program.  Salary  and 
benefits  negotiable.  Please  send  application, 
date  available,  and  resume  to:  Hollywood 
Hills  UMC,  400  North  35  Ave.,  Hollywood, 
FL  3302 1 ,  attn:  Rev.  Laite. 

tion,  2420  1 5th  Street,  Lubbock,  Tx  79401 . 

BUSINESS  ADMINISTRATOR  FOR  down¬ 
town  Methodist  church.  3,000  members,  800 
average  worship,  1.2  million  budget.  Resumes 
to:  Randy  Blanchard,  228  W.  Edenton  St.  Ra¬ 
leigh,  NC  27603. 

METHODIST  MISSION  HOME,  San  Anto¬ 

nio  seeks  Director  of  Development.  Advanced 
degree,  5  years  development  or  related  experi¬ 
ence.  Knowledge  of  United  Methodist  Church 
preferred.  CFRE  a  plus.  Position  requires  ex- 
tensive  travel.  Send  resume  to:  Larry  Watson, 
President,  Methodist  Mission  Home,  6487 
Whitby  Road,  San  Antonio,  TX  78240.  Posi¬ 
tion  available  July  1st. 

ATTENTION  DALLAS.  POSTAL  Positions 

available.  Permanent  full-time  for  clerks/ 
sorters.  Full  benefits.  For  exam  date,  applica¬ 
tion  and  salary  information  (708)  985-9352 
ext.  6029  open  8  A.M.  -  8  P.M. 

SPAIN,  PORTUGAL,  MOROCCO,  October 

5-18,  1995,  $2,095.  Observe  the  intersection 
of  the  3  great  monotheistic  religions.  Experi¬ 
enced  leadership.  Free  brochure.  Dr.  Cecil 
Pottieger,  P.O.  Box  3371,  Frederick,  MD 
21705.(301)696-8370. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES. 

Growing  program  in  a  1500  +  member 
ckurch.  Work  with  youth,  parents,  and  church 
to  continue  to  strengthen  a  comprehensive 
youth  ministry.  Salary  negotiable  (commensu- 
rate  with  experience).  Mail  resume  informa- 
tion  by  May  7  to:  Youth  Director  Search/ 
Screening  Committee,  Austin  Avenue  United 
Methodist  Church,  1300  Austin  Avenue, 
Waco,  TX  76701. 

ISRAEL.  SEE  THE  HOLY  LAND.  Organize 

10  people  and  travel  free.  10  days/9  nights. 
Only  $1795.00  per  person.  (800)  334-4754.  i 

GOSPEL  AEROBICS-  GREAT  MOTHER'S 

Day  gift.  Walk,  bike  or  tap  your  foot  to  1 7  fa¬ 
vorite  hymns  with  a  beat.  Free  song  book! 
Send  $9  (shipped  priority  day  received)  for 
each  tape  to:  Evelynsong,  Inc.,  Box  925883, 
Dept.  M-4,  Houston,  TX  77292-5883. 

CONTEMPORARY  WORSHIP/SINGLES. 
Growing  urban  church  in  exciting  sun-coast 
<$ty  looking  for  leadership  for  a  seeker  wor¬ 
ship  service  and  singles'  ministry.  Experience 
with  contemporary  Christian  music  and  pas¬ 
sion  to  reach  unchurched  people  are  essential. 
Send  resume:  The  Rev.  James  A.  Harnish, 
Hyde  Park  UMC.  500  W.  Platt  St.,  Tampa.  FL 
33606.(813)253-5388. 

COLLEGIATE  CHOIR  ROBES  FOR  SALE. 

48  dark  green  robes,  including  2  reversible  sea¬ 
sonal  stoles,  in  good  condition  $30.00  each. 
Contact:  First  United  Methodist  Church  Mu¬ 
sic  Ministry,  P.O.  Box  1838,  Corpus  Christi, 
TX  78403.  (512)  884-8202  ext.  212  or  225. 

"DO  YOU  WANT  TO  ADOPT  A  BABY?" 

Methodist  Mission  Home/San  Antonio  now 
accepting  applications.  Texas  and  New  Mexico 
residents  calf  (2 1 0)  696-702 1  for  information. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES.  First 

United  Methodist  Church,  Montgomery,  Ala¬ 
bama  (3100-members).  Send  application:  Dr. 
Karl  K.  Stegall,  Search  Committee,  FUMC, 
P.O.  Box  6 1 50,  Montgomery,  AL  36 1 06. 

IDENTIFY  YOUR  CHURCH  with  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  insigne.  The  standard  6  foot 
cross  is  a  2  inch  square  aluminum  in  black, 
silver,  gold,  or  bronze.  The  flame  is  fire-red 
textured  polyurethane  paint  on  %  inch  alumi- 
num.  Custom  sizes  available.  Mounting 
brackets  included.  Inquire:  Cross  and  Flame 
Insigne,  5208  Piedmont  Drive,  Santa  Rosa, 
CA  95405,  or  call  (707)  538-5325. 

SMOKIE  MOUNTAINS  NEAR  LAKE  Juna- 
lu^ka.  Affordable  efficiencies.  Incomparable 
View.  $190  per  week.  Mountain  View  Guest 
House.  P.O.  Box  1096.  Waynesville,  NC 
28786.(704)627-9507. 

NO  ACCOMPANIST?  SING  YOUR  favorite 
hymns  in  worship  or  at  home.  Instrumental 
accompaniment  for  90  best  known  hymns  on 
6-tape  cassette  sets.  Choose  piano  or  organ. 
Word  book  included,  but  can  be  used  with 
your  hymnal.  Makes  an  excellent  gift.  $38.95 
plus  shipping.  1-800-728-0573. 

FOR  INFORMATION  ON  services  and  prod¬ 

ucts  UMR  Communications  Group  can  pro¬ 
vide  your  church  call  Tom  Gibson  or  Jean 
Prall  of  Mission  Communications  at  (214) 
630-6495  or  1-800-947-0207. 

Ms.  Wilson-Felder’s  performing 
techniques. 

Some  pre-ministerial  students 
asked  how  she 
manages  not  to 
lose  her  breath 
during  a  con¬ 
cert  as  they  do 
when  preach¬ 
ing.  She  offered 
them  breathing 
exercises  to 
help  them  in¬ 
crease  their 
stamina. 

Ms.  Wilson-Felder,  a  diaconal  min¬ 
ister  at  Hamilton  Park  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Dallas,  was  recently 
named  as  a  co-director  of  music  for 
the  church’s  top  legislative  body  sched¬ 
uled  for  Denver  April  16-26,  1996.  She 
is  the  first  African  American  to  be 


named  to  the  General  Conference  post. 
Her  co-director  will  be  the  Rev.  S.T. 
Kimbrough. 

One  of  her  responsibilities  is  to 
choose  choirs  to  sing  during  the 
Denver  event.  The  Africa  Universi¬ 
ty  choir  will  perform  there. 

In  addition  to  her  performance  in 
Mutare,  Ms.  Wilson-Felder  gave  perfor¬ 
mance  tips  to  members  of  the  choir  to 
help  them  prepare  for  their  U.S.  visit. 

John  Kurewa,  vice  chancellor  of 
Africa  University,  expressed  appre¬ 
ciation  for  Ms.  Wilson-Felder’s 
friendship  to  the  university. 

In  turn,  she  said:  “I  knew  that  if  I 
was  going  to  be  an  effective  ambas¬ 
sador  for  Africa  University,  I  had  to 
come  and  see  all  this.  There’s  a 
metamorphosis  taking  place  here. 
It’s  exciting  and  you  can’t  miss  it. 
This  place  replenishes  the  spirit.” 


Cynthia 

Wilson-Felder 


Annual  sessions  include 
election  of  1996  delegates 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE— When  the  68 
United  Methodist  annual  (regional) 
conferences  in  the  United  States 
and  3 1  conferences  in  Europe,  Afri¬ 
ca  and  the  Philippines  meet  soon, 
an  important  agenda  item  will  be 
election  of  delegates  to  1996  Gener¬ 
al  and  Jurisdictional  Conferences. 

The  first  session,  the  Red  Bird 
Missionary  Conference,  begins  May 
12  in  Beverly,  Ky.  The  annual  con¬ 
ference  season  in  the  United  States 
ends  June  25  at  the  conclusion  of 
the  Caiifomia-Nevada  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  in  Sacramento,  Calif. 

Some  1995  annual  conference 
sessions  outside  the  United  States 
already  have  occurred.  Other  dates 
for  sessions  in  Europe  and  Africa 
are  incomplete. 

Beside  elections  of  delegates,  annu¬ 
al  conference  sessions  also  will  in¬ 
clude  setting  budgets,  receiving 
reports  from  conference  boards  and 
agencies,  adopting  programs  of  mis¬ 
sions  and  ministry,  passing  resolu¬ 
tions  and  accepting  proposals  that  are 
beneficial  to  the  annual  conference. 

People  voting  these  actions  will 
be  members  of  the  clergy  and  lay 
representatives  from  every  church 


Clergy  sessions  will 
approve  candidates  for 
ordination  as  deacons 
and  elders 


in  the  annual  conference. 

Each  conference  session  will  be 
presided  over  by  a  bishop  who  will 
appoint  pastors  to  churches  and 
ministries  within  the  conference  or 
to  agencies  and  positions  outside 
the  bounds  of  the  annual  confer¬ 
ence.  Clergy  sessions  will  approve 
candidates  for  ordination  as  dea¬ 
cons  or  elders. 

The  May  31-June  3  South  Caroli¬ 
na  conference  will  be  under  episco¬ 
pal  leadership  of  Bishop  Robert  H. 
Spain  of  Brentwood,  Tenn.,  69,  who 
succeeds  the  late  Bishop  Joseph  B. 
Bethea.  Bishop  Bethea  died  March 
12  (see  article  about  Bishop  Bethea 
on  Page  2  of  this  issue). 

Bible  studies,  worship,  preaching, 
communion  services,  tributes  to  retir¬ 
ing  ministers,  memorial  services  and 
services  ordaining  ministers  and  con¬ 
secrating  diaconal  ministers  are  part 
of  these  yearly  legislative  meetings. 


Join  IlifPs  Covenant 
with  Tomorrow’s  Church: 
ministry,  service,  quality 


Thomas  H.  Troeger 

Peck  Professor  of  Preaching  and  Communication 


Committed  to  building  pastoral  and  leadership 
skills  with  a  focus  on  quality,  Iliff  School  of 
Theology  offers  academic  excellence  and 
practical  preparation  for  Christian  ministry.  As  part  of 
its  covenant  to  serve  tomorrow’s  communities,  Iliff  has 
added  new  programs  in  ministry  to  enhance  its  strong 
Master  of  Divinity  degree.  Concentrations  in  Justice 
and  Peace  Studies  and  cooperative  programs  in  social 
work  are  available.  Iliff  offers  flexibility  in  scheduling, 
cross-registration  with  the  University  of  Denver  and 
financial  assistance.  Denver,  among  the  nation's  fastest- 
growing  metropolitan  areas,  provides  work 
opportunities  and  numerous  cultural  facilities. 


Iliff 

School  of 
Theology 


For  more  information  on  Miff's  Master 
of  Divinity,  Master  of  Arts  in  Religion, 
Master  of  Arts  and  Ph.D.  programs, 
contact: 


Office  of  Admissions 
2201  S.  University  Blvd. 
Denver,  Colorado  80210 
(303)  744-1287 
1-800-678-3360 
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Remodeled  museum  reflects  hospitality 


(JMR  FILE  PHOTO  BY  KUTH  WILLIAMS 


NASHVILLE — Since  The  Upper  Room  Museum  and  Chapel  opened 
in  1953,  almost  four  million  people  have  come  through  its  doors. 
The  museum  is  recently  reopened  after  a  refurbishing  program  (see 
accompanying  story). 


By  LINDA  GREEN 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE — After  more  than 
a  year  of  being  closed  for  renova¬ 
tions,  the  popular  Upper  Room 
Museum  in  Nashville  has  reopened 
to  continue  its  mission  of  helping 
people  visualize  the  activity  of  God 
throughout  the  centuries. 

This  ends  an  1 1-year  refurbishing 
program  for  the  Kern  and  Denman 
buildings  in  the  United  Methodist 
Center. 

The  Denman  Building  houses  the 
Upper  Room  Chapel  and  Museum 
and  some  offices  of  the  churchwide 
General  Board  of  Discipleship.  The 
Kem  Building,  across  the  street,  in¬ 
cludes  offices  for  the  General 
Boards  of  Discipleship  and  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry. 

The  renovation  brought  together 
the  museum,  chapel,  gift  shop  and 
bookstore  to  “help  people  see  the 
stories  of  Jesus  and  of  God’s  re¬ 
deeming  love,”  said  Kathryn  A. 
Kimball,  supervisory  hostess/cura¬ 
tor  of  the  museum. 

Three  sections 

Divided  into  three  sections — a 
permanent  art  gallery,  a  church  his¬ 
tory  gallery  and  a  new  seasonal  gal¬ 
lery — the  new  setting  gives  the 
museum  a  more  effective  way  to 
display  its  collections. 

Renovations  also  gave  the  muse¬ 
um  a  more  effective  way  to  preserve 
its  “rare  pieces”  while  allowing  peo¬ 
ple  to  enjoy  the  contents  “in  the 
warmth  of  Christian  hospitality,” 
Ms.  Kimball  said. 

The  Upper  Room  Museum  is 
self-supporting,  and  visitors  are  en¬ 
couraged  to  donate  at  least  $2. 

The  museum  is  widely  known  for 
its  art  collection.  While  many 
pieces  may  be  rare  and  valuable, 
“others  may  be  what  you  have  in 
your  own  home,"  Ms.  Kimball  said. 


Many  people  ".  •  •  see 
the  museum  as  a 
pilgrimage  because  they 
have  read  The  Upper 
Room  all  of  their  lives." 

— Kathryn  A.  Kimball 


“We  use  the  extremely  rare  along 
with  the  everyday  because  they  all 
tell  the  story  of  Jesus,”  she  said. 

The  museum  provides  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  people  to  put  themselves 
in  a  variety  of  settings,  grow  spiri¬ 
tually  and  “receive  good  wholesome 
pleasure  while  enjoying  the  beau¬ 
ty,”  Ms.  Kimball  said. 

Vision  of  Harry  Denman 

Built  in  1953,  the  Upper  Room 
Museum  and  Chapel  were  parts  of  a 
vision  of  the  late  Methodist  lay 
evangelist  Harry  Denman  and  the 
late  Rev.  J.  Manning  Potts,  former 
editor  of  The  Upper  Room ,  an  inter¬ 
denominational  devotional  guide. 
They  wanted  to  create  a  place  in  the 
United  States  dedicated  to  strength¬ 
ening  the  spiritual  faith  of  individ¬ 
uals  worldwide. 

When  the  museum  was  created, 
Dr.  Potts  collected  items  to  be 
showcased.  Special  attention  was 
given  to  pieces  that  reflected  the  in¬ 
terdenominational,  interracial  and 
international  nature  of  those  who 
used  The  Upper  Room  daily  devo¬ 
tional  guide. 

The  three  "I’s”  also  became  the 
guidelines  for  the  museum  in  col¬ 
lecting  its  art.  Most  items  in  the 
museum,  whether  originals  or 
copies,  have  a  church  connection  or 
a  biblical  history. 

Since  the  museum  opened,  almost 
4  million  people  from  all  walks  of  life 
have  come  through  its  doors. 

“It’s  an  evangelistic  arm  of  the 
church,”  Ms.  Kimball  said.  “While 


The  Upper  Room  strengthens  spiri¬ 
tual  faith,  the  museum  and  chapel 
participate  in  the  strengthening 
through  visual  art,  symbolism  and 
provide  people  with  a  setting  to  as¬ 
sist  in  their  personal  devotions  and 
meditations”. 

Ms.  Kimball  said  many  people 
“see  the  museum  as  a  pilgrimage 
because  they  have  read  The  Upper 
Room  all  of  their  lives.” 

A  featured  painting  in  the  muse¬ 
um’s  collection  is  the  original  of 
“Offer  Them  Christ”  by  the  Rev. 
Kenneth  Wyatt,  who  was  commis¬ 
sioned  to  do  the  painting  for  the  bi¬ 
centennial  celebration  of  Method¬ 


ism  in  1984. 

Letters  of  Wesley 

The  museum  also  possesses  origi¬ 
nal  letters  penned  by  John  Wesley, 
including  his  instructions  to  “my 
brothers  in  Christ”  or  offering  “rec¬ 
ipes”  for  various  illnesses.  Some 
paintings  and  artifacts  date  to  the 
13th  century. 

The  Upper  Room  Museum  is  list¬ 
ed  in  many  travel  guides  and  is  rec¬ 
ommended  among  “things  to  see” 
in  the  Southeast. 

The  museum  is  open  8  a.m.-4:30 
p.m.  Monday  through  Friday.  For 
more  information,  call  (615)  340- 
7206. 


Christian  message  redeems  way  we  are 


By  RON  SALFEN 

Rated  R  for  sex-related  dialogue  and 
some  sexuality 

“Rid  yourselves,  therefore,  of 
all  malice  and  all  guile,  insincer¬ 
ity,  envy,  and  all  slander  . . .  you 
are  a  chosen  race,  a  royal  priest¬ 
hood,  a  holy  nation,  God’s  own 
people  ...”  (I  Peter  2:1, 9a). 

In  Muriel's  Wedding,  Muriel 
appears  to  be  an  average  person 
with  good  health,  is  young, 
comes  from  a  stable  family  with 
both  parents  and  siblings  all  liv¬ 
ing  together  and  lives  in  a  small 
town  (Porpoise  Spit,  Australia) 
where  everyone  is  known  by 
name  and  her  father  is  a  promi¬ 
nent  politician. 

The  possibilities  seem  endless, 
and  the  chances  for  Muriel’s  hap¬ 
piness  seem  as  good  as  anyone’s. 

A  very  unhappy  person 

But  Muriel  is  a  veiy  unhappy 
person.  She  is  overweight  and  de¬ 
pressed  about  her  lack  of  self- 
control.  Her  father  emotionally 
abuses  her,  constantly  reminding 
her,  in  public,  of  the  money  he 
wasted  on  her  in  secretarial 
school,  which  did  not  result  in 
her  being  gainfully  employed. 

Her  mother  alternates  between 
passive  aggression  and  mental 
lapses  into  oblivion.  And  Muriel, 
desperate  for  some  measure  of 
happiness,  lives  in  a  dream  world 
where  she  constantly  fantasizes 
about  her  wedding  day  and  plays 
songs  from  a  70s  group  (ironical¬ 
ly  enough  named  “Abba”). 

The  final  blow  comes  when  her 


only  friends  from  school,  who 
put  her  down  unmercifully,  de¬ 
cide  to  go  on  vacation  together 
and  use  the  occasion  to  tell  her 
that  not  only  is  she  not  welcome 
to  go  with  them,  she  is  no  longer 
welcome  among  them  at  all. 

Muriel  begs  them  to  reconsider 
but  to  no  avail.  She  feels  that 
now  everyone  in  her  life  has  told 
her  that  she  is  a  nobody. 

So  she  steals  the  money  from 
her  parents  to  go  to  the  vacation 
island  where  her  friends  are.  cov¬ 
ering  herself  with  malice  and 
guile  and  envy,  the  very  things  of 
which  St.  Peter  admonishes  us  to 
rid  ourselves. 

Grace  at  last 

But  there  she  meets  a  little 
grace  at  last,  a  person  from  her 
hometown  willing  to  befriend 
her,  and  together  they  have 
enough  fun  to  begin  healing  the 
deep  emotional  wounds. 

Together,  they  move  to  the  big 
city  (Sydney)  where  Muriel 
’changes  her  name  and  at  last  be¬ 
gins  to  lead  a  semi-normal  life. 
She  has  a  job  as  a  clerk  in  a  video 
store.  She  even  meets  a  boy  and 
has  a  date. 

But  all  is  still  not  well  with 
Muriel.  She  continues  to  be  es¬ 
tranged  from  her  family,  she  con¬ 
tinues  to  drift  off  into  the 
dreamworld  of  her  wedding  day, 
secretly  keeping  a  photo  album 
of  pictures  of  herself  taken  at 
bridal  shops. 

And  then  real  tragedy  strikes 
when  her  friend  contracts  spinal 
cancer  and  is  unable  to  walk. 


The  Reporter  offers  media  re¬ 
views  to  help  readers  assess  the 
merit  of  various  media  offerings 
from  a  Christian  perspective.  Views 
presented  are  those  of  the  review¬ 
er  and  not  necessarily  those  of  the 
newspaper. 


Muriel  learns  that  the  first  step  to¬ 
ward  wholeness  is  to  step  out  of 
herself,  to  serve  another. 

But  Muriel’s  insecurities  are 
not  dispatched  that  easily.  She  fi¬ 
nally  agrees  to  meet  with  her  fa¬ 
ther  again,  only  to  discover  that 
he  has  taken  a  lover. 

She  answers  an  ad  in  the  per¬ 
sonal  section  which  leads  her  to  a 
sham  marriage  so  a  foreign  ath¬ 
lete  can  establish  citizenship  and 
compete  in  the  Olympics. 

But  after  she  has  finally  had  her 
big  day  with  the  white  gown,  she 
wakes  up  and  despises  her  own  in¬ 
sincerity  and  the  way  she  has  aban¬ 
doned  her  friend.  She  chooses, 
finally,  to  be  true  to  herself. 

In  the  process,  she  rids  herself 
of  all  the  things  St.  Peter  warned 
about:  malice  (toward  her  friends), 
guile  (toward  her  parents,  whom 
she  repays),  envy  (toward  anyone 
married)  and  insincerity  (toward 
her  husband). 

She  reclaims  herself 

In  the  end,  she  changes  her 


name  back  and  reclaims  herself. 
She  realizes  that  being  someone 
is  a  combination  of  loving  and 
being  loved,  of  accepting  and  be¬ 
ing  accepted,  of  making  a  com¬ 
mitment  and  then  honoring  it. 

Muriel  learns  that  she  cannot  re¬ 
spect  others  unless  she  first  respects 
herself  and  imposes  on  herself  the 
discipline  or  moral  values,  self-reli¬ 
ance  and  perseverance. 

Muriel’s  struggle  with  identity 
is  the  story  of  all  of  us.  As  such, 
she  is  that  rare  movie  character 
that  everyone  can  identify  with 
not  because  she  is  such  a  hero 
but  because  she  is  so  human. 

She  comes  from  an  imperfect 
background,  has  a  flawed  charac¬ 
ter,  copes  with  personality  weak¬ 
nesses.  has  made  big  mistakes, 
fails  to  live  up  to  her  full  poten¬ 
tial  and  has  hurt  the  very  ones 
who  love  her  the  most.  Any  of 
this  sound  familiar? 

The  reason  why  the  Christian 
message  is  so  powerful  and  endur¬ 
ing  is  because  it  redeems  us  the 
way  we  are.  It  saves  us  from  our¬ 
selves.  It  delivers  us  from  having 
to  live  in  idealized  perfection. 

Best  of  all,  it  claims  us  as  belong¬ 
ing  to  One  who  is  always  willing  to 
forgive,  always  willing  to  give  us 
mother  chance  and  always  beckon¬ 
ing  us  to  fulfill  ourselves  and  find 
our  true  identity  by  serving  others 
and  by  loving  unconditionally. 

Mr.  Salfen  is  pastor  of  the  Ne- 
shaminy-Warwick  Presbyterian 
Church  in  suburban  Philadelphia 
and  a  frequent  commentator  of 
films  for  the  Reporter. 


Investment  helps  low-income  families 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

BALTIMORE— The  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of  Pension 
and  Health  Benefits  is  helping  low- 
income  families  obtain  housing. 

Barbara  Boigegrain.  general  sec¬ 
retary,  recently  reported  that  $100 
million  of  board  money  has  been 
set  aside  for  investment  in  “afford¬ 
able  housing.” 

The  board  is  the  only  denomina¬ 
tional  pension  program  investing  in 
affordable  housing. 

Those  investments  have  “held 
their  own”  among  the  agency’s  real 
estate  investments,  she  said. 

Ms.  Boigegrain  defined  the  board’s 
purpose  as  “working  with  [regional 


"The  church  saw  the 
vision  for  the  Nehemiah 
Housing  Development." 

— Shirley  Stith 


United  Methodist]  conferences  to 
help  their  ministers  be  better  pre¬ 
pared  for  retirement  and  to  do  that 
by  investing  with  conscience  but  as 
effectively  as  we  can.” 

Only  four  defaults  have  been  re¬ 
ported  among  the  300. 

Shirley  Stith,  staff  member  of  Bal¬ 
timoreans  United  in  Leadership  De¬ 


velopment  (BUILD),  told  the  United 
Methodist  board  that  “the  church 
saw  the  vision  for  the  Nehemiah 
Housing  Development.”  It  is  a  com¬ 
munity  of  300  low-cost  homes. 

Now  residents  are  beginning  “to 
connect  with  the  church,”  she  said. 
They  are  taking  their  children  to 
Sunday  schools  and  starting  to  at¬ 
tend  the  churches  themselves. 

BUILD  is  committed  to  develop¬ 
ing  another  300  living  units — 80  re¬ 
modeled  homes  and  220  new  or 
“rehab”  houses,  said  Ms.  Stith. 

The  board’s  approach  has  been  to 
invest  its  money  in  a  way  that  pro¬ 
vides  seed  money  for  housing  pro¬ 


grams  and  encourages  other 
investors  such  as  banks  and  mort¬ 
gage  companies  to  enter  the  field. 


Poem 


ANOTHER  CHANCE 

I  see  in  seed 
Buried  in  ground 
A  drink  not  given, 

A  hand  not  taken, 

But  see  in  its  sprout 
Another  chance 
To  pick  up  the  cross 
Of  the  forsaken. 

—ANGELA  GALL 


Grant  expands  ministry 
to  sight-impaired  UMs 


By  LINDA  GREEN 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

PHOENIX— A  $10,000  grant 
from  the  United  Methodist  Publish¬ 
ing  House  in  Nashville  has  re¬ 
vamped  the  Braille  ministry  of 
Trinity  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Phoenix. 

The  Publishing  House  grant  will 
purchase  up-to-date  equipment  to 
help  the  ministry  prepare  more 
Braille  material  in  less  time  and  at 
less  cost. 

For  the  past  1 5  years  the  congre¬ 
gation  has  provided  Braille  copies 
of  United  Methodist  curriculum, 
other  study  materials,  worship  bul¬ 
letins,  hand-outs,  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Hymnal,  choir  music  and 
other  resources  to  churches 
throughout  the  United  States. 

The  church  also  provides  materi¬ 
als  to  be  used  at  events  of  the 
church’s  Desert  Southwest  regional 
conference  and  often  provides  sign¬ 
ing  for  the  hard  of  hearing. 

Since  the  ministry’s  inception  in 
1 980,  materials  have  been  produced 
in  Braille  by  church  volunteers, 
some  of  whom  have  become  certi¬ 
fied  Braillists.  They  work  in  con¬ 
junction  with  17  other  Braillists 
across  the  country. 

According  to  Beth  Appleby, 
founder  of  the  ministry  and  current 
director,  more  than  60  people  re¬ 
ceive  Trinity’s  Braille  products  in 
the  United  States.  After  the  materi¬ 
al  is  used  once,  most  is  sent  over¬ 
seas  for  additional  use. 

Dated  church  material  such  as 
adult  Bible  studies,  junior  and  se¬ 
nior  high  Trek,  Bible  lessons  for 


Trinity's  Braille 
ministry  produces  700 
volumes,  35,000  pages  or 
105  million  raised  dots  a 
year. 


youth  and  various  levels  of  New  fry 
vitation  are  produced  by  the  Brail- 
lists  for  36  adults,  22  grade-school 
children  and  six  youth. 

Bishop  Elias  Galvan,  episcopal 
leader  of  the  Phoenix  Area,  presented 
the  gift  to  the  Trinity  congregation 
during  a  recent  worship  service. 

Trinity’s  Braille  ministry  pro¬ 
duces  700  volumes,  35,000  pages  or 
105  million  raised  dots  a  year.  • 
Churches  using  the  ministry’s  sec-, 
vices  are  asked  to  donate  only  the 
cost  of  material  and  production. 

Updated  equipment  also  will  en:; 
able  the  ministry  to  receive  electronic . 
transfer  of  resource  texts  from  the 
Publishing  House  reducing  input 
time  and  helping  eliminate  errors. 

“I  am  pleased  that  the  Publishing 
House  has  recognized  this  vital  min¬ 
istry  that  serves  the  entire  denomina¬ 
tion,”  said  the  Rev.  Richard  Lyddon, 
senior  pastor  at  Trinity.  “This  great 
step  for  inclusiveness  will  enable 
more  blind  people  to  participate  fully 
in  Christian  education  and  worship.” 

For  more  information  on  Trinity's 
Braille  ministry,  contact  Beth  Ap¬ 
pleby  at  (6 02)  973-1415  or  write 
Trinity  Braille  Ministry,  3104  W. 
Glendale  Ave.,  Phoenix,  Ariz. 
85051. 


A  coming  of  age  film 
with  modern  morality 


By  THOMAS  W.  GOODHUE 
Rated  PG-13  for  sexual  content 


Review 


Circle  of  Friends  is  a  new  film 
from  Ireland  which  offers  a  "com¬ 
ing  of  age  "  tale  with  a  twist — and  a 
distinctly  modem  moral  perspec¬ 
tive. 

It  opens  with  a  Confirmation 
scene  and  closes  with  Confession, 
which  is  enough  in  itself  to  set  this 
movie  apart  from  others.  This  time, 
too.  the  focus  is  not  on  the  usual  li¬ 
bidinous  adolescent  boys  but  rather 
on  three  girls  who  navigate  their 
way  toward  adulthood. 

Moreover,  at  the  center  of  this 
film  is  not  your  typical  starlet  but  a 
young  woman  who  is  not  beautiful. 

Based  on  Maeve  Binchy’s  best¬ 
selling  novel,  Circle  of  Friends  is  set 
in  Ireland  of  the  1950s,  a  time  when 
parents  controlled  their  offspring  al¬ 
most  completely,  a  time  when  elder¬ 
ly  celibates  preached  to  young 
women  about  making  their  bodies 
"treasures  for  Jesus"  rather  than 
"vessels  of  sin,  "  a  time  when  a 
young  man  could  admit  without 
embarrassment  that  he  was  still  a 
virgin. 

Newcomer  Minnie  Driver  is  won¬ 
derful  as  the  intelligent,  honest, 
good-hearted  but  unattractive  Ben¬ 
ny.  Geraldine  O’Rawe  and  Saffron 
Barrows  play  her  better-looking  best 
friends.  Chris  O’Donnell  is  quite 
charming  as  Jack,  the  handsome 
athlete  Benny  adores. 

Witty  and  warm,  this  film  soon 
draws  us  into  its  circle.  Will  Benny 


be  able  to  resist  the  advances — and 
a  clumsily  attempted  assault — by 
her  conniving,  condescending- 
neighbor  Sean?  Will  she  lose  Jack  to 
a  loveless  match  with  her  pregnartt 
friend?  Will  Jack  discover  that  Ben¬ 
ny  is  worth  waiting  for? 

Circle  of  Friends  makes  good  use 
of  the  lush  Irish  countryside.  There 
really  is  not  a  bad  performance  in 
the  whole  cast.  Andrew  Davies’ 
screenplay,  Pat  O’Connor’s  direc¬ 
tion  and  Michael  Kamen’s  music ; 
are  all  excellent.  Rated  PG-13,  it 
probably  would  not  hold  the  inter¬ 
est  of  pre-teens  anyway.  This  critic 
heartily  recommends  it,  however, 
for  both  adults  and  adolescents. 

Some  may  be  offended  by  the  gen¬ 
tle  view  of  premarital  sex  found  here, 
as  in  most  other  coming-of-age  mov¬ 
ies,  but  this  film  actually  upholds,  a 
code  of  ethics  which  the  young  may 
need  to  hear — and  even  may  be  able 
to  hear:  honesty  is  the  best  policy; 
beauty  is  more  than  skin  deep;  no 
one  has  a  right  to  force  themselves 
on  another;  the  best  guys  will  wait 
for  the  right  gal;  girls  have  the  right 
to  say  "yes  "  to  sex  but  may  be  wise 
to  say  “not  yet. " 

Thomas  W.  Goodhue  is  pastor  of 
Bay  Shore  United  Methodist 
Church  on  Long  Island  and  fre¬ 
quently  reviews  films  and  television 
for  the  Reporter. 


Keep  on  singing  the 
resurrection  song! 


Sing  with  all  the  saints  in  glory, 

Sing  the  resurrection  song! 

Death  and  sorrow,  earth ‘s  dark  story, 

To  the  former  days  belong. 

All  around  the  clouds  are  breaking, 
Soon  the  storms  of  lime  shall  cease; 
In  God’s  likeness  we,  awaking. 

Know  the  everlasting  peace. 

By  WILLIAM ).  REYNOLDS 

What  a  joyful  song  to  sing  during 
Eastertide  as  we  continue  to  rejoice 
over  the  resurrection.  The  tomb  is 
empty,  Christ  is  risen  and  life  eter¬ 
nal  may  be  claimed  by  those  who 
trust  in  God’s  only  begotten  Son. 

William  J.  Irons  wrote  the  hymn 
in  1873  and  included  it  in  his  col¬ 
lection  Psalms  and  Hymns  for  the 
Church.  The  collection  consisted  of 
126  hymns,  both  original  hymns 
and  translations  by  Irons. 

The  hymn  was  in  the  section  enti¬ 
tled  “Easter."  Above  the  hymn  were 
the  words  of  1  Cor.  15:20:  “Now  is 
Christ  risen  from  the  dead." 

Irons,  a  graduate  of  Queen’s  Col¬ 
lege,  Oxford,  was  ordained  in  the 
Church  of  England  in  1835  and 
served  several  churches.  In  1872,  he 


History 
of  Hymns 

was  rector  of  St.  Mary  Woolnoth, 
London,  a  church  served  almost  a 
century  earlier  by  John  Newton. 

A  thoroughgoing  master  of  He¬ 
brew  as  well  as  Latin,  he  translated 
some  Old  Testament  psalms  line  for 
line,  not  resorting  to  paraphrases. 

The  classic  tune  Hymn  to  Joy  is  aft 
adaptation  of  the  principal  theme  of 
the  final  movement  of  Beethoven’s 
Ninth  Symphony,  written  in  1824. 
The  movement  is  a  choral  treatment 
of  Schiller’s  “Hymnus  an  die 
Freude"  (Ode  to  Joy). 

The  hymn  tune  version  was  in-: 
eluded  in  Trinity  College  of  Church. 
Music,  which  Hodges  did  in  1864. 
In  most  contemporary  hymnals  the 
Hymn  to  Joy  is  used  two  or  more 
times.  It  is  a  thrilling  tune  to  sing  to 
any  text. 

NEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN: 

O  sons  and  daughters,  let  us  sing! 
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Dulac  Cooperative  Ministry 


The  United  Methodist  Church  reaches  out  to  people  of  Dulac  area 
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Native  American  history  and  self-help  books  are  the  focus  of  the  library 
now  stocked  with  books  on  many  subjects.  Local  churches  and  individuals 
might  want  to  contribute  to  the  community  library  at  Dulac. 


Children  of  the  Head  Start  program  have  a  colorful,  pleasant  room  at  Du¬ 
lac  in  which  to  learn. 


After-school  programs  of  tutoring  and  recreation,  ABOVE,  are  led  by  volunteers. 


Alice  Rothrock  and  a  volunteer,  ABOVE,  plant  fruit  trees.  It  is  hoped  that 
the  orchard  will  provide  nutritional  needs  for  area  residents. 


Ministry  aids  Houmas  and  others 


There  is  “sew”  much  excitement  at  Du¬ 
lac  Cooperative  Ministry.  Sewing  classes 
for  members  of  the  Houma  Nation  many 
of  whom  are  our  Native  American  United 
Methodists  (see  three  photos  at  top  of 
page).  Being  served  along  with  them  at 
Dulac  are  other  people  of  the  area. 

There  is  always  some  new  social  ser¬ 
vice  or  cooperative  program.  Volun¬ 
teers  come  from  many  areas  to  be  a  part 
of  the  ministry  in  an  area  where  pictur¬ 
esque  shrimp  boats  ply  the  bayous  and 
go  into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

The  community  library  at  Dulac  has 
been  organized  and  donations  of  books 
are  filling  its  shelves.  The  emphasis  is 
on  Native  American  history  and  self- 
help  volumes,  but  books  on  many  sub¬ 
jects  are  included. 

Combined  efforts 

Working  well  are  the  combined  ef¬ 
forts  of  Clanton  Chapel,  whose  pastor  is 
Rev.  Kirby  Verret;  United  Committee 
on  Relief  directed  by  Alice  Rothrock 
and  the  former  Dulac  Community  Cen¬ 
ter.  These  three  entities  form  Dulac  Co¬ 
operative  Ministry  under  the  direction 
of  Rev.  Don  Morgan. 

The  ministry  is  an  agency  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  related  to  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  the 
Women’s  Division  and  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference.  It  has  been  called 
“God’s  hands  at  work  through  people  in 
South  Louisiana.” 

Dr.  Gerald  Richardson,  superinten¬ 
dent  of  the  Acadiana  District  in  which 
Dulac  is  located,  recently  said,  “The 
ministry  has  never  been  in  better  shape 
to  serve  people.” 

Kathy  Parker  of  Ponchatoula,  a  board 
member,  said,  “Programs  and  services 
emphasize  educational  and  recreational 
needs  and  are  designed  to  assist  the  lo¬ 
cal  residents  in  improving  their  station 
in  life,  both  spiritual  and  material.” 

Programs  offered  at  Dulac  include: 


Child  Advocacy,  which  assists  parents 
with  their  children;  Emergency  Services, 
temporary  aid  to  the  poor  with  food,  utili¬ 
ties  and  medical  care;  Head  Start,  a  class 
of  20  children  being  trained  in  basic  readi¬ 
ness  skills;  Christian  pre-school,  24  chil¬ 
dren  being  taught  basic  Christian  morality 
and  behavior  and  other  social  skills;  Chil¬ 
dren  and  Youth,  recreation  and  tutorial 
program. 

Also,  Commodities  Distribution, 
food  provided  by  the  state  may  be 
picked  up  at  Dulac;  Adult  Literacy 
classes;  Housing  Rehabilitation,  repair 
of  substandard  housing  through  UM- 
COR  and  individuals;  Public  Offend¬ 
ers,  people  with  minor  offenses  may  do 
community  service;  Drug  Interdiction, 
drug  education  and  curtailment  in  the 
area  of  drug  trafficking  in  the  area; 
GED  Preparation,  132  adults  want  to 
graduate  from  high  school  and  a  tutor¬ 
ing  program  has  been  set  up. 

Computer  classes 

Some  other  services  include:  College 
Classes,  Nicholls  State  University  is 
teaching  computer  classes;  Economic 
Development,  assistance  is  available  to 
anyone  who  asks  —  Clanton  Chapel 
plans  a  recreational  vehicle  park  to  pro¬ 
vide  employment  for  people  of  the  area 
and  camping  in  a  Christian  atmosphere; 
Vista  Volunteers,  these  and  other  vol¬ 
unteers  work  in  all  aspects  of  the  Minis¬ 
try’s  service;  Scouting,  a  Boy  Scout 
troop  has  been  established  and  a  Girl 
Scout  troop  is  being  planned. 

Workshops  and  Seminars,  in  associa¬ 
tion  with  the  Inter-tribal  Council,  these 
have  many  subjects;  Arts  and  Crafts, 
preserving  the  traditional  Houma 
crafts;  Fruit  Orchard,  fruit  trees  are  be¬ 
ing  planted  for  dietary  requirements; 
Museum,  plans  for  a  place  visitors  can 
come  to  observe  the  cultural  heritage  of 
the  Houma  Indians  in  the  Dulac  area; 
Scholarships,  funding  being  sought. 


Dulac  Cooperative  Ministry 

101  Coast  Guard  Rd.,  Dulac  LA  70353;  504-563-7483 

Rev.  Donald  Morgan,  director 
Rev.  Kirby  Verret,  pastor, 

Clanton  Chapel  UMC 
Alice  Rothrock,  UMCOR 

A  bright  spot  in  Terrebonne  Parish 


Dulac  Cooperative  Ministry,  101 
Gulf  Coast  Road,  Dulac  LA  70353,  18 
miles  south  of  Houma,  in  Terrebonne 
Parish.  Members  of  the  Houma  Nation 
are  the  primary  residents  of  the  area 
and  many  of  these  are  United  Method¬ 
ists.  These  Native  Americans  settled 
there  over  a  century  ago  when  they 
earned  their  living  by  fishing  and 
shrimping  in  the  marshes  and  bays. 

The  Houmas  have  struggled  since 
1813  to  receive  recognition  from  the 
federal  government  as  a  Native  Ameri¬ 
can  tribe  so  they  would  be  entitled  to  re¬ 
ceive  protection  of  their  right  to  their 
tribal  lands. 

In  the  early  years,  the  Methodist 
church  became  interested  in  the  plight 


of  the  Houmas  as  a  result  of  efforts  of 
some  dedicated  lay  people.  A  school 
teacher  went  there  to  start  a  school 
where  none  existed  for  Indian  children. 
At  the  time,  there  was  much  discrimina¬ 
tion  and  Indian  children  were  not  al¬ 
lowed  to  attend  public  schools. 

Help  was  also  provided  for  the  pur¬ 
chase  of  fishing  boats  and  storage. 

Today  the  mission  is  a  bright  spot  on 
the  map.  It  is  located  on  45  acres  of 
land  bought  by  the  Women’s  Mission¬ 
ary  Society  as  UMW  was  then  called.  In 
the  name  of  Christ  and  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  Dulac  provides 
more  and  more  of  the  services  people 
need  for  more  abundant  lives. 


How  you  can  help  Dulac 

*  Sewing  machines,  patterns  and  other  sewing  notions  are  needed. 

•  Books  in  good  condition  are  requested  for  the  library 

•  Donations  made  to  the  special  offering  taken  in  most  local  churches  on 
Native  American  Sunday  go  to  Dulac  and  other  Native  American  projects  of 
the  UM  Church;  monatery  gifts  are  always  welcome. 

*  Your  volunteer  time  can  be  put  to  good  use  at  Dulac  where  you’ll  have  a 
wonderful  time  (great  food)  and  meet  some  super  people. 


BRUNSON 

LIBRARY 


LEARNING 

CENTER 


.ADULT 

TUTORING 


.CUB _ 

SCOUTS 
CONTINUING 
*  EDUCATION 


A  volunteer,  ABOVE,  hangs  signs  listing  some  of  the  activities  and  services 
provided  by  Dulac  Cooperative  Ministry  and  some  of  the  agencies  in¬ 
volved  with  the  Louisiana  UM  Church  in  the  project. 


Dulac's  Board  of  Directors 

Contact  any  board  member  if  you  have  a  service  to  offer,  money  or  items 
to  donate  or  questions  about  Dulac.  They  are: 

Rev.  Frank  Akin,  Baton  Rouge,  504-383-7052 

Robin  Brunet,  Houma,  504-868-9215 

James  Collins  Jr.,  Houma,  504-868-1833 

Fred  Davis,  Houma,  504-876-4229 

Kathy  Parker,  Pontchatoula,  504-386-4334 

Corine  Faulk,  Houma,  504-851-1553 

Alice  Rothrock,  Dulac,  504-563-7483 

Rev.  William  Rowell,  Franklin,  318-828-5259 

Pierre  Solet,  Dulac,  504-563-4902 

Rev.  Darryl  Tate,  Kenner,  504-469-4796 

Joyce  Thibodaux,  Houma,  504-868-0100 

Jack  Verdin,  Dulac,  504-563-2064 

Dr.  Jan  Worthington,  Thibodaux,  504-448-4131 

Dena  Yarbrough,  Houma,  504-868-8436 


A  volunteer  from  Michigan,  ABOVE,  conducts  basket-weaving  classes. 
Rock  Rockroth.  BELOW,  clears  off  some  of  the  45  acres  of  land. 
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May  Conference  Calendar 

1-3  Spring  Interviews  for  Associate  Pastors  and  Local  Pastors 
2  Clergy  Golf  Tourney,  Santa  Maria  Golf  Club,  Baton  Rouge 
3-5  UMW  Conference  President’s  Consultation,  New  Orleans 
5-7  Lay  Relational  Evangelism  Workshop,  Shreveport  District 

6  Fellowship  of  United  Methodists  in  Worship,  Music  and  the  Other 
Arts  Workshop  on  Weddings,  Funerals  and  Occasional  Services, 
First  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  9  a.m.  to  3  p.m. 

7  YSF  Sunday 

11-14  Cursillo  No.  45,  Tall  Timbers 
1 4  Children’s  Homes  Offering 
16-17  Cabinet  Meeting 

2 1  Lydia  Patterson  Institute  ENDOWMENT  OFFERING 
29  Memorial  Day 


Honor  thy  mother  on  her  day  Sunday,  May  14 
with  gift  to  two  Louisiana  childrens'  homes 


On  Mother’s  Day,  Sunday,  May 
14,  or  on  any  other  day,  offerings 
may  be  taken  in  local  churches  for 
the  two  childrens’  homes  of  Louisi¬ 
ana,  the  one  in  Ruston  and  the  oth¬ 
er  in  New  Orleans. 


Many  people  find  this  to  be  a  good 
way  to  honor  a  mother  or  to  give  in 
memory  of  a  deceased  mother. 

See  other  page  in  this  newspaper 
for  information  about  the  two 
homes. 
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Melville  UMC  held  a  Heritage  Sun¬ 
day  service  on  April  23.  Honored  were 
15  people  who  have  been  members 
from  50  to  77  years.  They  are  Ethel  Wy- 
ble,  Clyde  Jones  Sr.,  Thelma  Jones, 
Jennie  Jones,  Evelyn  Geeary,  Ruth  He¬ 
bert,  Jewel  Westbrook,  Joseph  Thomas- 
son,  Royce  Bordelon,  Mary  Nations, 
George  Nichols,  Ethel  Hill,  Ludlow 
Thomasson,  Vera  Barras  and  Dave  Ter¬ 
rell  Jr. 

Their  family  and  friends  were  invited 
to  participate,  Rev.  Thecla  St.  Romain, 
pastor,  reports.  “Our  historians  gath¬ 
ered  memories  for  this  blessed  celebra¬ 
tion.” 

Included  was  a  tribute  to  the  heritage 
of  the  church.  The  first  pastor  was  Rev. 
Jeptha  Landrum  who  served  in  1 888  af¬ 
ter  being  a  circuit  rider  from  1825- 
1887.  He  is  the  first  person  to  be  buried 
in  the  Melville  Methodist  Cemetery. 


Around  the  Conference 


During  the  weekend,  Rev.  Roger 
Templeton,  Conference  director  of 
youth  and  campus  ministries,  will  lead 
devotionals. 

Deadline  for  registering  is  May  15. 
Contact  Templeton,  504-  346-1646,  or 
Lee  Cooke,  director  of  music  at  Asbury 
UMC,  Lafayette,  318-984-4211  or  318- 
981-8692.  Pastors  and  church  members 
are  asked  to  encourage  their  youth  to 
participate. 


PHOTOS  PROVIDED  BY  DIANNE  WILKINSON 

Speaking  about  what  it  means  to  be  a  United  Methodist  is  Bishop  Oden, 
ABOVE,  with  boys  and  girls  at  one  of  three  Confirmation  Days  with  the 
Bishop  held  in  the  Conference.  The  group  pictured  is  at  Broadmoor  UMC, 
Baton  Rouge.  Others  met  in  First  UMC,  DeRidder,  and  Methodist  Chil¬ 
dren's  Home  in  Ruston 


Dr.  B.  Davie  Napier,  author,  profes¬ 
sor,  lecturer  and  Biblical  scholar,  was 
scheduled  to  speak  at  Munholland 
UMC,  Metairie,  Thursday,  April  27,  at 
7:30  p.m.  He  is  known  for  his  Disciple  I 
and  11  video  presentations.  His  book 
The  Best  of  Davie  Napier  was  published 
by  Abingdon  Press. 


Memorial  UMC  of  Monroe  celebrat¬ 
ed  its  50th  anniversary  March  19.  Dr. 
George  Pearce,  the  first  resident  pastor, 
was  the  speaker. 

About  300  mem¬ 
bers,  former  mem¬ 
bers  and  other 
friends  joined  in 
the  celebration  and 
were  welcomed  by 
Rev.  Calvin  La- 
puyade,  the  pastor, 
who  led  the  ser¬ 
vice. 

Charter  member 
Bea  Moak  spoke 
Dr.  George  Pearce  about  the  organiz¬ 
ing  and  the  church’s  early  years.  Dr. 
Phil  Woodland,  Monroe  District  super¬ 
intendent,  participated  in  the  service. 

Pictures  and  other  reminders  that 
record  the  church’s  history  were  dis¬ 
played  and  a  meal  was  served  after  the 
service. 


The  Cross  and  Flame  Award  was  re¬ 
cently  presented  to  Scoutmaster 
Bradford  H.  Mayo,  RIGHT,  of  First 
UMC,  Lake  Charles.  Making  the 
presentation  is  the  pastor,  Rev. 
Steven  M.  Spurlock. 

Thirteen  Boy  Scouts  received  the  Ea¬ 
gle  badge,  Scouting’s  highest  award  at 
the  recent  Boy  Scout  Banquet  held  by 

Troop  5  of  First  UMC,  Lake  Charles. 
Recipients  are  Raphael  Louis  ‘Ray’ 
Johnson  Jr.,  David  William  Lundy,  Ja¬ 
son  Paul  Turner,  Shaun  Singh  Gill,  Ja¬ 
son  Ross  Garcille,  Joe  Thomas 
Prudhome,  Caleb  Joseph  Villnerve,  Rob¬ 
ert  Aaron  Long,  Jeffrey  Mark  Pitman, 
Matthew  Patrick  Keating,  Matthew 
Ryan  Fuller,  Joshua  David  Stine  and 
Clint  Parr. 

During  a  worship  service  at  the 
church,  the  troop’s  Scoutmaster  Brad¬ 
ford  H.  Mayo  was  presented  with  the 
Cross  and  Flame  Award. 

*  *  * 

Members  of  the  fifth  and  sixth  grade 
Sunday  school  class  of  Faith  UMC, 
West  Monroe,  went  to  Six  Flags  Over 
Texas  last  weekend.  The  trip  was  a  re¬ 
ward  for  memorizing  the  23rd  Psalm 
and  the  books  of  the  Bible.  Church 
members,  including  their  teacher, 
Brenda  Allen,  contributed  toward  the 
outing. 


A  "love  tree”  that  adorned  the  sanc¬ 
tuary  of  Slaughter  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge 
District  during  February  gave  members 
opportunities  to  memorialize  or  hon¬ 
ored  loved  ones.  With  a  donation  to  the 
church,  a  heart  was  hung  on  the  tree  to 
represent  the  loved  one.  Pastor  L.  Dar¬ 
win  Brecheen  said. 

Their  names  and  a  listing  of  contribu¬ 
tors  were  included  in  a  Sunday  worship 
bulletin. 

The  project  was  coordinated  by  Mar¬ 
garet  Sanders,  Elaine  Arnold  and  Leslie 
Hartman. 


Participants, 
LEFT,  gathered  at 
Broadmoor 
UMC,  Shreve¬ 
port,  for  a  Vaca¬ 
tion  Bible  School 
workshop  using 
the  "Turnabout 
Paul"  Cokesbury 
VBS  material. 


Voices  of  Joy,  young  adult  choir  from  Neely  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  are  pictured 
as  they  sing  at  Confirmation  Days  with  the  Bishop  in  Baton  Rouge.  Directors 
are  Doris  Brown  and  Brunetta  Shamlin.  Over  300  attended  the  event. 


On  the  inside. . . 
"They  can't  blast  us  out  of 
our  faith"  say  stunned 
United  Methodists  in 
Oklahoma  City.  See 
stories  on  page  3. 


Five  'guest'  bishops  are  scheduled  to  participate 
in  25th  session  of  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 


Robert  E.  Nash 
Sr.,  active  lay  per¬ 
son  in  First  UMC, 

Pineville  and  Alex¬ 
andria  District  lay 
leader,  was  named 
Laity  of  the  Year 
for  the  district  at 
the  annual  Board 
of  Laity  Banquet. 

The  event  was  held 
recently  at  First 
UMC,  Alexandria. 

Nash’s  commitment  to  church  service 
began  when  he  was  in  high  school  in  El 
Dorado,  Ark.,  and  he  was  elected  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Conference  MYF  as  the 
UMYF  was  then  known.  He  and  his 
wife,  Linda,  have  served  as  youth  coun¬ 
selors  at  the  Pineville  church  for  more  than 
1 6  years.  He  has  held  many  other  offices  in 
the  church,  the  district  and  Conference. 

Among  participants  in  the  event  was 
Rev.  Don  Avery,  district  superintendent. 


Robert  E.  Nash  Sr. 


A  Louisiana  Conference  Youth  Choir 
Camp  will  be  held  June  3-5  at  Centenary 
College  in  Shreveport.  On  Monday 
night,  June  5,  choir  camp  participants 
are  to  present  pre-service  music  at  Loui¬ 
siana  Annual  Conference  and  will  sing 
at  the  evening  worship  service  at  First 
UMC,  Shreveport. 

Mark  Acker,  director  of  music  at 
Brentwood  UMC,  near  Nashville,  will 
be  the  clinician.  His  church’s  high 
school  youth  choir  of  90  youth  tours  an¬ 
nually  and  sings  each  Sunday  at  wor¬ 
ship  services. 

The  youth  choir  camp  is  to  begin  at  1 
p.m.  Saturday,  June  3,  in  Rotary  Hall 
on  the  Centenary  campus.  That  evening 
participants  are  to  attend  a  perfor¬ 
mance  of  the  Celebration  Singers  of 
Shreveport. 

On  June  4  the  youth  will  go  to  a  con¬ 
cert  featuring  Christian  recording  artist 
and  composer,  Ken  Medema. 


Joining  Bishop  Oden  at  Annual  Conference  in  Shreveport  will 
be  five  “guest”  bishops  all  of  whom  have  Louisiana  connections. 
Four  are  United  Methodist  bishops,  either  active  or  retired,  and 
a  fifth  is  bishop  in  the  Christian  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

These  episcopal  leaders  have  been  invited  for  the  25th  ses¬ 
sion  since  the  uniting  of  Conference  A  and  Conference  B  in 
Louisiana. 

Louisiana  Annual  Conference  1995  slated  for  June  5-8 
promises  to  be  an  exciting  and  historical  event  not  to  be 
missed.  Historical  church  vignettes  are  to  be  dramatized. 

Daily  sessions  will  be  held  in  the  Gold  Dome  at  Centenary 
College  of  Shreveport,  and  during  the 
evening,  worship  services  will  be  in 
First  UMC,  Shreveport. 

The  participating  bishops,  three  of 
whom  were  elected  to  the  episcopacy  as 
members  of  the  Louisiana  UM  Confer¬ 
ence  are:  Bishop  Woodrow  Hearn  of 
Texas  Conference;  Bishop  Alfred  Norris 
of  Northwest  Texas-New  Mexico  Area; 

Bishop  W.  T.  Handy  Jr.  and  Bishop  Ben 
Oliphint,  both  retired,  and  Bishop  Tom 
Hoyt  Jr.,  presiding  bishop  of  Fourth 
Episcopal  District  of  CME. 


Norris 

choirs  are  to  be  announced  in  future  is¬ 
sues  of  this  newspaper. 

The  Louisiana  connections  of  the 
bishops  and  their  current  roles  in  the 
church  are  mentioned. 


Vision  for  future 

Bishop  Oden  said  the  four  visiting 
United  Methodist  bishops  will  address  the 
following  questions:  “From  my  experience 
as  a  UM  bishop,  what  changes  need  to  be 
made  for  our  connection  to  recover  and 
renew  our  ‘reasons  for  being?’  —  in  other 
words,  what  is  your  vision  of  a  “faithful 
future”  for  the  United  Methodist  Church? 
and  “What  must  we  do  to  truly  become 
“one  people?” 

Dr.  Hoyt  is  to  preach  at  the  Ordina¬ 
tion  Service. 

Another  key  speaker  who  will  lead  Bi¬ 
ble  studies,  and  the  music  director  and 


Oliphint 


Hoyt 


On  first  ballot 

Few  Louisiana  United  Methodists  can 
forget  the  thrill  at  the  last  UM  General 
Conference  when  Norris  was  elected  bish¬ 
op  on  the  first  ballot,  a  record-setting  feat. 
A  member  of  Louisiana  Conference,  he 
was  then  president  of  Gammon  Theologi¬ 
cal  Seminary  in  Atlanta,  Ga. 

A  fourth  generation  preacher,  Bishop 
Norris  served  various  pastorates  in  New 
Orleans.  He  is  the  brother  of  the  newly  ap¬ 
pointed  Baton  Rouge  District  Superinten¬ 
dent,  Leslie  Norris. 

Bishop  Oliphint  grew  up  in  Shreveport, 
married  Nancy  Brooke  Kelley  of  Alexan¬ 
dria  and  did  undergraduate  work  at  Cen¬ 
tenary  College. 

His  appointments  in  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  included:  St.  Luke’s  UMC,  New  Or¬ 
leans;  St.  Paul’s  UMC,  Monroe;  First 
UMC,  Alexandria  and  University  UMC, 
Baton  Rouge.  He  served  as  interim  bishop 


in  Louisiana  after  Bishop  Underwood 
died  and  before  Bishop  Oden  was  ap¬ 
pointed. 

Bishop  Oliphint  lives  in  Houston  and 
is  president  of  the  Texas  United  Meth¬ 
odist  College  Association. 

Council  president 

Bishop  Hearn,  president  of  the  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Bishops,  was  elected  to  the  episco¬ 
pacy  in  1984  while  serving  in  Louisiana 
Conference. 

Prior  to  that  he  served  churches  in 
Lafayette,  Shreveport  and  New  Orleans. 
For  10  years  he  was  pastor  of  First 
UMC,  Baton  Rouge. 

He  formerly  was  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  Council  Director  and  superinten¬ 
dent  of  Lake  Charles  District. 

Bishop  Handy  was  bom  and  reared  in 
New  Orleans.  He  did  undergraduate 
work  at  Dillard  University  and  married 
the  former  Ruth  O.  Robinson. 

He  served  for  16  years  as  pastor  of 
Methodist  churches  in  Louisiana  before 
becoming  an  executive  with  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Publishing  House  in  Nashville.  He 
was  district  superintendent  of  Baton , 


Hearn  Handy 

Rouge-Lafayette  when  he  was  elected  to 
the  episcopacy. 

Bishop  Handy  currently  is  bishop-in¬ 
residence  at  Clark  Memorial  UMC  in 
Nashville. 

Shreveport  offices 

Bishop  Hoyt’s  Louisiana  connections 
are  that  his  episcopal  district  includes 
much  of  Louisiana  in  addition  to  por¬ 
tions  of  Mississippi  and  that  his  head¬ 
quarters  are  in  Shreveport. 

He  was  the  first  of  two  CME  bishops 
elected  last  year  at  that  denomination’s 
General  Conference  in  Memphis.  Prior 
to  that  he  taught  at  seminaries,  the  last 
being  Hartford  Seminary  in  Connecti¬ 
cut  where  he  initiated  the  Black  Minis¬ 
tries  Certificate  Program  through  which 
over  500  lay  and  clergy  persons  have 
been  trained  in  a  13-year  period. 

He  is  author  of  the  book,  Stony  the 
Road  We  Trod:  An  African  American 
Biblical  Interpretation,  published  by 

Fortress  Press  of  Minneapolis.  In  1993 
he  was  Lyman  Beecher  Lecturer  at  Yale 
Divinity  School. 


Essentials 
of  the  faithful 
congregation 


I  continue  to  receive  letters  from  pastors  and  laity  who  affirm  our  Vision 
2000  emphasis.  Also,  as  PPR  committees  and  Vision  2000  committees  do  eval¬ 
uation  of  the  total  ministry  in  the  life  of  the  church,  excitement  of  Vision  2000 
continues  to  he  evident  in  a  majority  of  our  churches. 

The  reason  is  that  the  four  emphases  of  Vision  2000  were  not  pulled  out  of  a 
top  down  program  but  represent  the  essential  work  of  the  local  church  ac¬ 
cording  to  Ephesians  4:11,  which  is  to  equip  the  saints  for  their  service  in  the 
world.  The  great  variety  of  gifts  which  God  has  given  the  whole  church,  and 
distributed  among  its  members,  are  to  be  used  in  service  to  the  witness  of  Jesus 
Christ  in  the  world. 

Since  the  days  of  the  early  church,  four  channels  for  the  congregations'  being 
equipped  and  being  led  into  the  world  have  been  defined: 

Kerygma :  This  is  the  proclamation  of  the  gospel,  by  every  means 
possible,  so  that  persons  will  know  they  are  invited  to  make  a  decision 
to  believe  in  Jesus  Christ  and  be  a  part  of  his  body.  This  is  done 
through  preaching,  media,  personal  invitation  to  friends  and  neigh¬ 
bors,  newspapers,  and  even  the  emerging  electronic  super  highway. 
Kerygma  is  the  process  of  inviting  people  to  consider  faith  in  Christ 
by  being  an  instrument  of  the  Word. 

Koinonia :  The  building  up,  or  nurturing  of  The  Community  of 
Faith.  This  is  done  within  the  church  as  it  witnesses  to  the  world  (see 
how  those  Christians  love  one  another)  and  beyond  the  congregation 
where  new  communities  of  faith  are  brought  into  existence  and  young 
churches  are  nurtured  by  existing  churches.  One  of  the  most  exciting 
parts  of  Louisiana  United  Methodism  is  the  continual  planting  of  new 
churches  and  Conference-wide  participation  in  nurturing  those 
churches  into  strong  congregations. 

Diakonia :  This  is  the  service  of  love  and  justice  which  concretizes 
the  healing  and  reconciling  word  of  Christ  in  every  dimension  of  soci¬ 
ety.  Every  Christian  is  involved  in  this  ministry  where  they  live,  work, 
and  play.  The  essential  Christian  life  style  is  to  imitate  the  one  who 
said  “I  came  to  serve,  not  to  be  served.” 

Leitourgia :  The  worship  of  God,  the  liturgy  of  the  church,  which  de¬ 
fines  the  deepest  dimension  of  our  mission.  This  is  the  celebration 
part  of  the  gospel  as  we  worship  and  pray.  What  better  witness  can  a 
church  make  than  the  praise  and  adoration  of  God,  and  the  sharing  of 
this  celebration  with  people  who  have  been  invited  to  be  a  part  of  a 
very  exciting  and  joyous  worship  service. 

These  four  dimensions  of  a  faithful  congregation  cannot  ultimately  be  sepa¬ 
rated,  because  they  intertwine.  Vision  2000  continues  to  remind  us  that  the 
faithful  church  is  an  inviting  church  which  nurtures,  serves,  and  celebrates  the 
good  news  of  Jesus  Christ. 


Confirmation  Days  with  Bishop 
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Editorial 


Don't  cut  the  funds,  change  the  system 


Major  funding  for  some  health 
and  welfare  services  to  women, 
children  and  youths  provided 
through  United  Methodist-related 
mission  agencies  is  at  risk. 

Cuts  recently  passed  by  the  U.S. 
House  of  Representatives  (HR 
1158)  and  sent  on  to  the  Senate 
jeopardize  an  estimated  $47  mil¬ 
lion  of  federal,  state  and  local  gov¬ 
ernment  funds  received  by  these 
church-related  child  care  and 
neighborhood  centers,  children’s 
homes  and  schools  (see  related  il¬ 
lustration  and  story  at  right). 

Most  of  these  grass-roots  health 
and  welfare  ministries  receive  a 


percentage  of  their  budgets  from 
government  programs  for  food,  lit¬ 
eracy  training,  home  energy  assis¬ 
tance,  early  childhood  education, 
summer  youth  employment  and 
similar  efforts. 

Portions  of  the  church-related 
ministries’  budget  coming  from  gov¬ 
ernment  sources  range  from  1  or  2 
percent  all  the  way  up  to  91  percent 
of  the  $1.04  million  budget  of  the 
United  Methodist-related  Nome 
(Alaska)  Community  Center. 

The  church  has  always  cared  for 
the  needy.  But  church-related 
ministries  became  partners  with 
government  in  providing  social 
services  to  meet  human  needs 
when  governments  stopped  giving 
direct  service  during  the  1960s. 

For  instance,  states  closed  or¬ 
phanages  and  other  social  service 
institutions  because  they  were  too 
expensive  to  maintain.  Existing 
and  newly  formed  church-related 
social  agencies  began  filling  the 
gap  by  contracting  with  govern¬ 
ment  to  provide  these  services 
during  the  federal  government’s 
War  on  Poverty. 

So  why  don’t  churches  just  con¬ 
tinue  to  take  up  this  slack?  Briefly 
and  bluntly,  church  members  don’t 
give  enough  to  related  ministries  to 
fund  their  existing  programs,  let 
alone  additional  services.  That’s 
also  in  part  why  church-related 
ministries  turned  to  government 
funding  to  meet  people’s  needs. 

Bread  for  the  World,  a  religion- 
based  hunger  advocacy  group,  esti¬ 
mates  that  if  Congress  enacts  the 
$66  billion  in  cuts  proposed  by  the 
House  over  the  next  five  years,  each 
of  the  350,000  U.S.  congregations 
would  have  to  put  up  $190,000  to 
make  up  the  difference. 

Given  that  half  of  United  Meth¬ 
odists  belong  to  congregations  of 
500  or  fewer  members,  the  chances 
of  raising  $  1 90,000  from  each  of  our 
37,000  congregations  appear  slim. 

Furthermore,  there’s  a  question 
of  social  responsibility.  Why 
should  only  churches  foot  the  wel¬ 
fare  bill  for  the  entire  nation? 

Certainly  welfare  reform  is  need¬ 
ed.  But  we  believe  that  yanking  al¬ 


ready  allocated  funds  from  existing 
agreements  constitutes  breach  of 
promise  on  the  part  of  government. 

Instead  we  propose  a  concerted 
effort  by  all  parts  of  American  so¬ 
ciety — government,  churches,  oth¬ 
er  nonprofit  charities  and  ordinary 
citizens — to  come  up  with  a  better 
way  to  help  those  who  encounter 
misfortune.  Christians  in  particu¬ 
lar  bring  a  distinct  vision  of  what 
such  a  system  ought  to  be:  One  in 
which  people  are  fed  and  clothed, 


sheltered  and  comforted,  healed 
and  cared  for  as  Jesus  commands 
in  Matthew  25:31-46. 

The  ethical  dilemma  we  face, 
however,  is  that  such  aid  must  be 
provided  in  ways  that  help  people 
gain  self-respecting  self-sufficiency 
for  their  own  sakes  and  the  sake  of 
a  healthy  society.  In  our  opinion, 
the  current  proposals  before  Con¬ 
gress  don’t  provide  the  means  to 
accomplish  this  goal;  the  measures 
are  punitive,  not  restorative. 


Thus  we  encourage  United  Meth¬ 
odists  to  support  the  campaign  of 
United  Methodist  Women  and  the 
National  Division  of  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  to  con¬ 
vince  Congress  not  to  take  back 
what  they’ve  budgeted. 

Likewise,  however,  we  encourage 
Christians  everywhere  to  speak  for 
and  work  for  a  responsible,  account¬ 
able  American  society  that  equitably 
shares  care  for  needy  people  as  it 
helps  them  get  back  on  their  feet. 


In  February  1995,  U.S.  House 
of  Representative  subcommittees 
proposed  billions  of  dollars  in  cuts 
in  funds  appropriated  for  the  1995 
fiscal  year  budget.  This  involves 
142  programs,  including  84 
marked  for  elimination.  Included 
were  school  lunch  programs,  Head 
Start,  low-income  home  energy  as¬ 
sistance,  the  drug-free  schools  pro¬ 
gram,  education  for  homeless 
youths,  job  training  for  homeless 
veterans  and  college  assistance  for 
migrants. 

Instead  of  federal  grants,  many 
House  members  pushed  for  block 
grants  for  human  needs  programs 
to  be  sent  directly  to  the  states. 
But  the  proposed  block  grants 
would  not  equal  current  amounts 


appropriated  for  human  needs 
programs. 

Meanwhile,  governors  and  may¬ 
ors  are  discussing  additional  cuts 
in  programs  which  would  affect 
United  Methodist  mission  pro¬ 
grams. 

Congressional  leaders  are  calling 
for  churches  and  voluntary  agen¬ 
cies  to  pick  up  the  slack,  but  there 
is  no  way  that  churches  can  begin 
to  meet  these  nationwide  needs. 

The  March  16  passage  of  The 
Rescissions  Bill  (HR  1 1 58)  by  the 
U.S.  House  of  Representative — 
the  bill  to  cut  $17.4  billion  from 
the  1995  budget — was  followed  by 
House  approval  on  March  24  of 
the  Personal  Responsibility  Act 
(HR  4)  which  would  cut  $66  bil¬ 


lion  from  food  and  other  domestic 
antipoverty  programs  over  five 
years. 

On  the  Senate  side,  the  Senate 
Appropriations  Committee  ap¬ 
proved  a  more  modest  package  of 
spending  cuts  totaling  $13.5  bil¬ 
lion  on  March  24.  Senators  re¬ 
stored  some  or  all  of  the  money 
the  House  cut  from  programs  list- 
e3  to  be  eliminated.  The  full  Sen¬ 
ate  is  expected  to  vote  on  these 
major  welfare  reforms  following 
its  April  recess. 

For  further  legislative  informa¬ 
tion  on  welfare  issues  about  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist-related  agencies, 
contact  Anna  Rhee  of  United 
Methodist  Women  in  Washington 
at  (202)  488-5660. 


PHOTO  COURTESY  OF  DALLAS  BETHLEHEM  CENTER 

Instructor  Angela  Rivers,  a  member  of  Highland  Hills  United  Methodist  Church  in  Dallas,  prepares 
children  with  worksheets  before  they  begin  training  on  computers  at  Dallas  Bethelehem  Center,  a 
National  Division  mission  agency.  This  literacy  program  is  among  those  whose  funding  is  threatened 
by  the  proposed  cuts  in  Congress  (see  related  background  information  below  and  editorial  at  left). 


Here's  a  look  at  what  the  cuts  threaten 


Membership  determines  who  makes  news 


Two  articles  in  a  recent  issue  of 
the  Reporter  have  generated  enough 
reader  response — some  of  it  irate — 
that  the  situation  merits  examination 
(see  “Letters  to  the  Editor”  above). 

One  article  quoted  Hillary  Clin¬ 
ton  as  telling  an  interfaith  (Jewish, 
Christian,  Muslim)  legislative  group 
that  the  Contract  with  America  is 
“a  financial  arrangement  that  as¬ 
signs  far  more  importance  to  the  in¬ 
terests  of  the  very  wealthy  and  very 
powerful  than  to  the  interests  of  the 
poor,  needy  and  weak.” 

The  other  article  on  an  adjoining 
page  quoted  Sen.  Dale  Bumpers  of 
Arkansas  as  telling  some  100  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  attending  the  legisla¬ 
tive  briefing  that  the  U.S. 
Constitution  is  “under  attack.” 


Letter 

from 

the 

Editor 

John  A.  Lovelace 


paper  of  indulging  in  partisan  poli¬ 
tics  by  publishing  these  articles 
from  the  United  Methodist  News 
Service’s  Washington  office.  Some 
felt  this  so  strongly  that  they  de¬ 
manded  we  remove  their  names 
from  our  mailing  lists. 

One  said,  “If  I  were  not  the  church 
organist  in  our  local  small  church,  I 
would  remove  my  membership  from 
the  Methodist  Church.” 


It  is  reasonable  for  any  reader  to 
ask  on  what  basis  we  decided  to 
publish  either  story.  Answer:  Mrs. 
Clinton  and  Sen.  Bumpers  are 
among  more  than  9  million  United 
Methodists  included  in  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  official  head  count.  They 
also  happen  to  be  extremely  visible 
and  vocal  public  figures.  By  virtue 
of  their  careers  in  public  service 
and,  yes,  in  partisan  politics,  they 
have  acquired  legions  of  supporters 
and  of  opponents. 

But  any  United  Methodist — re¬ 
peat,  ANY  United  Methodist,  from 
philanderer  to  philanthropist — is 
within  the  range  of  news  interest  to 
this  newspaper  at  any  time.  He  or  she 
does  not  lose  that  status  by  being  a 
public  figure  or  a  partisan  politician. 

Were  the  partisan  roles  reversed — 
if,  for  instance,  Elizabeth  Dole,  a 


United  Methodist,  were  married  to 
the  President  of  the  United  States — 
her  public  utterances  could  be  con¬ 
sidered  as  newsworthy  to  this  news¬ 
paper  as  are  Mrs.  Clinton’s. 

Or  if  either  Sen.  Robert  Dole  or 
Sen.  Richard  Lugar,  both  United 
Methodists,  had  addressed  the  same 
denominational  group  to  which 
Sen.  Bumpers  spoke,  their  remarks 
likewise  could  have  been  consid¬ 
ered  newsworthy  by  this  newspaper. 
We  have  reported  on  both  senators’ 
actions  in  Congress  from  time  to 
time  and  we  expect  to  cover  them 
more  closely  now  that  both  are  an¬ 
nounced  candidates  for  the  nation’s 
highest  office. 

As  a  newspaper  within  The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  the  Reporter 
considers  the  individual  person’s 
vows  of  membership  in  the  church 
of  paramount  importance  for  pur¬ 
poses  of  newsworthiness. 

Put  another  way,  this  says  that  so 
long  as  Hillary  Clinton,  Dale  Bump¬ 
ers,  Elizabeth  or  Robert  Dole,  Rich¬ 
ard  Lugar  or  any  other  United 
Methodist  in  the  public  eye  main¬ 
tains  his  or  her  church  membership, 
they  are  fair  game  for  either  news 
reportage  or  editorial  commentary. 

What  clicks  our  “ON”  button  is 
the  religious  affiliation.  As  long  as 
Paragraphs  208-210  stand  in  the 
church’s  Book  of  Discipline,  that’s 
what  will  help  determine  who 
makes  news  in  this  publication. 

—IOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


Some  readers  accused  this  news- 
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'Contract  with  America ' 
fosters  trust  in  God 


I’m  frustrated  by  the  United 
Methodist  News  Service  articles  by 
Joretta  Purdue  quoting  Hillary 
Clinton  and  Senator  Dale  Bumpers 
published  in  the  April  7  Reporter. 

Mrs.  Clinton  is  quoted  making 
reference  to  the  Contract  with 
America,  “a  financial  arrangement, 
that  assigns  far  more  importance  to 
the  interest  of  the  very  wealthy  and 
the  very  powerful  than  to  the  inter¬ 
est  of  the  poor,  needy  and  weak.” 

The  Contract  with  America’s 
$500-per-child  tax  credit  helps  chil¬ 
dren,  the  weak  and  the  poor.  Use 
examples  of  two  families  of  four 
children  taking  standard  deduc¬ 
tions,  one  making  $100,000  and  the 
other  making  $40,000.  The  current 
tax  bill  for  the  former  is  $21,065 
and  the  othfer  is  $2,831.  With  a 
$500-per-child  tax  credit  the  former 
family  liability  reduces  by  9.5  per¬ 
cent  and  the  latter  family’s  liability 
reduces  by  7 1  percent.  The  child  tax 
credit  helps  the  $40,000  family  the 
most  by  increasing  their  net  dispos¬ 
able  income  by  a  higher  percentage. 
Only  3.3  percent  of  the  U.S.  tax  re¬ 
turns  are  more  than  $  100,000. 

Senator  Bumpers  claims  there  is 
an  assault  on  children.  The  House 
of  Representatives  passed  a  pro¬ 
gram  for  school  lunches  with  4.5 
percent  more  money  than  last  year. 
This  is  larger  than  the  3.3  percent 
increase  proposed  by  the  adminis¬ 
tration.  The  capital  gains  tax  reduc¬ 
tion  will  help  families  purchase  a 
college  education  for  their  children. 

My  frustration  is  the  printing  of 
articles  that  are  in  error  without 
comment  as  if  UMR  is  part  of  the 
liberal  press.  There  was  no  article 
referencing  the  Contract  with 
America  from  a  Republican.  The 
Contract  with  America  helps  people 
to  use  the  gifts  and  graces  that  God 
gives  everyone  by  getting  govern¬ 
ment  off  their  backs.  The  Contract 
with  America  helps  people  trust 
God  instead  of  trusting  the  welfare 
system. 

Robert  D.  Greene 

Cissna  Park,  Illinois 

We're  tired  of  her 

In  reference  to  Hillary  Clinton’s 
remarks  in  .  the  April  7  Reporter, 
some  of  us  tire  of  frequently  being 
exposed  to  the  political  views  of  the 
Clintons  in  the  guises  of  Mrs.  Clin¬ 
ton’s  speeches,  feigning  concern  for 
our  country,  the  world,  a  better 
quality  of  life  for  all,  and  morals  of 
children,  when  the  Clintons’ 
lifestyle  and  those  with  whom  they 
surround  themselves  are  not  condu¬ 
cive  to  moral  principles  to  which 
American  Christians  adhere. 

As  the  president’s  wife,  she’s  ex¬ 
pected  to  function  in  some  capaci¬ 
ties,  but  when  she  is  quoted  as  a 
United  Methodist  her  statements 
may  be  mistaken  as  views  of  others 
in  our  denomination. 

The  best  sermons  are  lived,  not 
preached,  and  Mrs.  Clinton  is  cor¬ 
rect  stating  part  of  the  problem  is 
need  for  a  spiritual  renewal,  but 
how  quickly  that  renewal  would  be 
realized  if  the  example  was  set  by 
the  president’s  family. 

Nadine  Thurman 

Clarence,  Missouri 
Editor’s  note:  Please  see  related 
"Letter  from  the  Editor"  column 
above. 

Is  it  so  fragile? 

A  recent  editorial  (see  Reporter , 
March  17)  stated  that  “the  Jesus 
Seminar  has  again  challenged  one 
of  the  core  beliefs — in  fact,  THE 
core  belief — of  the  Christian  faith” 
by  concluding  that  God  didn’t  raise 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 

Jesus  from  the  dead.  In  fact,  my 
newspaper  reported  that  the  Jesus 
Seminar  decided  that  the  Resurrec¬ 
tion  need  not  be  taken  literally  and 
that  the  Resurrection  is  simply  a 
matter  of  faith. 

Is  a  Christian’s  faith  so  fragile 
that  it  hinges  on  whether  a  rock  ac¬ 
tually  moved  2,000  years  ago?  And 
speaking  of  miracles,  is  it  really  nec¬ 
essary  for  Mary  to  have  been  a  vir¬ 
gin  in  order  for  a  Christian’s  faith 
to  remain  intact? 

I  am  a  50-year-old  recent  convert 
to  Christianity  whose  personal  faith 
transcends  the  need  for  a  literal  in¬ 
terpretation  of  the  Resurrection  and 
the  virgin  birth.  I’m  moved  more  by 
the  vision  of  millions  of  Christians 
operating  on  faith  than  I  ever  will 
be  by  the  idea  that  their  faith  hangs 
by  a  thread  of  evidence.  Is  a  literal 
translation  of  the  Bible  really  neces¬ 
sary  for  Christians  to  see  Jesus  as 
the  son  of  God  or  to  understand 
that  Jesus  died  for  us  or  to  believe 
that  Jesus  transcended  death? 

Jim  Schneringer 
Dallas,  Texas 

Re:  A  ‘special  case’  tested  my  com¬ 
passion  (see  Reporter,  March  31). 

What  about  remorse? 

I  find  it  strange,  but  so  common, 
with  the  stories  of  AIDS  sufferers. 
They  seem  to  show  no  remorse  for 
their  actions,  yet  are  quick  to  con¬ 
demn  their  “churchgoing”relatives 
and  friends  because  they  wouldn’t 
eat  with  them,  etc.,  as  if  AIDS  is  not 
a  highly  contagious  disease.  Why 
did  Art  not  have  the  same  condem¬ 
nation  for  the  male  lover  who 
knowingly  infected  him?  1  wonder  if 
Art  considered  the  nurses  who 
treated  him  while  wearing  gloves  to 
be  hypocrites? 

I’m  not  really  sure  what  was  meant 
by  “I  want  my  funeral  to  say  some¬ 
thing  real  about  me  and  my  life,  but 
my  family  has  decided  to  sugar-coat 
this  with  lies.”  It  sounds  to  me  like 
his  family’s  hearts  have  been  bro¬ 
ken  so  many  times,  and  continue  to 
be  so  with  his  seeming  unrepentant 
attitude,  that  nothing  was  left  for 
them  to  do. 

I  wonder,  too,  if  the  author,  Rev. 
Melvin  Brinkley,  mentioned  any¬ 
thing  to  Art  about  asking  God  to 
forgive  him?  Isn’t  this  still  neces¬ 
sary?  Was  Mr.  Brinkley  right  to  call 
those  people  hypocrites  as  if  Art 
wasn’t? 

Until  we,  as  individuals,  ask  God 
to  forgive  us  of  our  sins,  and  we  tru¬ 
ly  repent  and  accept  responsibility 
for  our  actions,  there  is  no  hope  for 
us. 

R.  K.  Curtis 
Lubbock,  Texas 

What  others 
are  saying 

“Discipleship  requires  a  life¬ 
time  of  devotion,  discipline  and 
reliance  upon  the  grace  of  God. 
Christlikeness  is  never  the  result 
of  a  quick  fix.  Growing  into  the 
likeness  of  Christ,  fulfilling  the 
divine  image  within  us,  going  on 
to  perfection,  are  long-distance 
runs,  not  sprints  or  an  occasional 
stroll  in  the  park.” 

— Bishop  Kenneth  L.  Carder, 
Nashville  Area 


Evangelism  and 
Membership 

You  will  connect  with  members  and  constituents 
within  your  immediate  parish,  also  those  beyond 
your  immediate  geographical  limits,  with  a 
nationally  published  newspaper  with  you  as 
front  page  news! 

This  Is  An  Opportunity  You  Need  To  Investigate  Now! 
Compare  Your  Costs  and  UMR  Investment  Today! 

Call  Us  Now! 

Ron  Thomas  or  Kay  Fielder 

P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275 
(2141  630-6495  (800)  947-0207 
FAX:  (214)  630-0079 
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HOW  TO  HELP:  The  most  important 
things  United  Methodists  can  offer  victims  of 
the  Oklahoma  City  bombing  are  prayer  and 
money,  said  Wendy  Whiteside,  spokeswoman 
for  the  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Re¬ 
lief.  Volunteers  should  not  go  to  Oklahoma 
City  to  help  with  rescue  efforts  because  the 
bombing  site  is  a  closely  guarded  crime  scene. 
Instead,  Ms.  Whiteside  encouraged  United 
Methodists  who  want  to  help  to  send  contribu¬ 
tions  via  their  local  congregations  to  UM- 
COR’s  General  Domestic  Disaster  Fund 
#901607-1. 

SPOUSE  KILLED:  The  husband  of  Anne 

Marshall,  an  associate  general  secretary  of  the 
United  Methodist  General  Commission  on 
Christian  Unity  and  Interreligious  Concerns, 
was  among  the  federal  workers  killed  by  the 
April  19  bombing  in  Oklahoma  City.  The  body 
of  Raymond  Johnson  was  identified  April  22. 
Details  of  Mr.  Johnson’s  occupation  and  reli¬ 
gious  affiliation  were  unavailable  at  press  time. 

AWAD  HAS  VISA:  After  years  of  appli¬ 
cations  to  the  Israeli  government,  the  Rev.  Alex 
Awad  has  received  an  official  visa  for  his  mis¬ 
sionary  work  in  Israel-Palestine.  Mr.  Awad,  a 
Palestinian-American,  con- 
tinuaily  had  been  denied  a 
visa  after  his  commissioning 
by  the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Global  Ministries 
in  1989.  He  and  his  family 
finally  moved  to  Bethlehem 
on  a  tourist  visa  last  sum¬ 
mer  with  the  hope  that  they 
would  be  allowed  to  stay.  Alex  Awad 

Several  days  before  Easter,  he  was  given  an 
“A-3”  visa  by  Israel.  “This  means  now  I  can 
stay  in  the  country  and  work  just  like  any  oth¬ 
er  missionary,”  Mr.  Awad  told  United  Meth¬ 
odist  News  Service  during  an  April  19 
telephone  interview. 

CUT  IN  HALF:  Directors  of  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries  are  pro¬ 
posing  to  cut  their  numbers  in  half,  beginning 
with  the  new  quadrennium  in  1996.  That  deci¬ 
sion — part  of  a  restructuring  plan — occurred 
as  directors  met  at  the  board’s  headquarters  in 
New  York  City  during  the  agency’s  April  1-5 
spring  meeting.  If  approved  by  the  1996  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference,  the  denomination’s  top  legis¬ 
lative  body,  the  number  of  directors  elected  to 
the  board  would  drop  from  the  present  180  to 
90.  The  membership  composition  still  would 
be  determined  under  the  current  formula 
which  allows  one-half  of  the  members  from  the 
United  States,  one-third  from  United  Method¬ 
ist  Women  and  one-sixth  from  the  central  con¬ 
ferences  outside  the  United  States. 

RESTRUCTURE:  According  to  recommen¬ 
dations  approved  by  directors  during  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries’  April  1-5 
spring  meeting  in  New  York,  the  restructured 
agency  will  contain:  the  Women’s  Division,  a 
unit  called  Health  and  Relief,  an  executive  com¬ 
mittee,  six  “World  Witness”  program  areas — 
evangelism  and  church  growth,  community 
and  institutional  ministries,  mission  relation¬ 
ships  and  contexts,  mission  education,  mission 
personnel  and  mission  volunteers;  and  five 
board  standing  committees — finance,  policy 
and  bylaws,  mission  development,  personnel 
and  nominations,  and  legislation.  Some  of  the 
proposed  changes  must  be  approved  by  the 
1 996  General  Conference,  the  church’s  top  leg¬ 
islative  body. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


'They  can't  blast  us  out  of  our  faith' 

Building  lost  to  bomb,  First  UMC  prays  for  victims,  volunteers  and  bombers 

Bosnia-like 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

OKLAHOMA  CITY— For  the 
first  time  in  106  years,  there  was 
no  Methodist  worship  this  past 
Sunday  on  the  downtown  comer 
of  Fourth  and  Robinson. 

Instead,  on  a  cold  and  windy 
morning,  the  congregation  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
of  Oklahoma  City  gathered  in  the 
Kirkpatrick  Auditorium  of  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist-related  Oklahoma 
City  University. 

They  gathered  there  because 
they  no  longer  have  a  physical 
edifice  to  call  their  church  home. 

The  April  19  bomb  that  shat¬ 
tered  the  Alfred  P.  Murrah  Fed¬ 
eral  Building  in  Oklahoma  City 
also  devastated  First  UMC,  130 
feet  southeast  of  the  bomb  site 
(see  related  map  below). 

Sunday’s  worship  was  a  service 
of  sorrow,  grieving  for  the  70 
confirmed  dead,  12  of  them  chil¬ 
dren  and  only  29  of  whom  thus 
far  had  been  identified. 

“Wednesday  night,  as  I  stood 
in  our  north  lobby,  which  had 
been  turned  into  a  morgue,  look¬ 
ing  at  the  dead  bodies,  I  realized 
that  we  had  gone  through  some¬ 
thing  like  what  Jesus  went 
through,”  said  the  Rev.  Nick 
Harris,  senior  pastor. 

“Beloved,  for  these  three  days, 
it  has  looked  grim.  Beloved,  it’s 
grim  down  there  now. 

“But  I  tell  you  this:  First  United 
Methodist  Church  will  rise  from 
the  rubble.  We  will  rise  up  a  new 
and  stronger  church.  We  aren’t  go¬ 
ing  anywhere;  we  will  stay  in 
downtown  Oklahoma  City!” 

With  that  affirmation,  greeted 
by  cheers  and  applause,  the  wor¬ 
ship  became  also  an  effort  at  for¬ 
giveness  and  reconciliation. 

“If  we’re  to  be  the  church,  be¬ 
loved,  we  will  pray  for  the  perpe¬ 
trators,”  urged  Dr.  Harris.  “This 
is  our  calling  as  the  church,  not 
to  be  ministers  of  hatred,  but  to 
be  ministers  of  love.” 

So  they  prayed:  for  the  injured 
and  for  the  volunteers  who  res¬ 
cued  them;  for  the  dead  and  the 
missing  and  their  loved  ones;  and 
for  the  bombers,  whoever  they 
might  prove  to  be. 

Musicians,  choir  and  worship¬ 
ers  filled  the  auditorium  to  burst¬ 
ing  with  the  strains  of  such 
hymns  as  “Our  God  Reigns”  and 
“Great  Is  Thy  Faithfulness.” 

As  the  voices  of  the  crowd  of 
nearly  1,000  swelled  with  lyrics 
of  faith,  people  wept  unashamed¬ 
ly  in  both  grief  and  gratitude. 

“The  Enemy  [Satan]  can  blast 
us  out  of  our  building,  but  he 
can’t  blast  us  out  of  our  faith!” 
asserted  the  Rev.  Craig  Groes- 
chel,  associate  pastor. 

Dr.  Harris  said  earlier  that  he 
believes  Mr.  Groeschel  missed 
certain  death  April  19  by  being  at 
seminary  classes  in  Enid,  Okla., 
instead  of  in  his  church  office. 
Mr.  Groeschel’s  office,  closest  to 
the  federal  building,  took  the 
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brunt  of  the  force  through  its 
window. 

The  church,  a  1904  structure 
on  the  National  Historic  Regis¬ 
try,  suffered: 

/  Loss  of  all  its  stained  glass 
windows,  including  a  historic 
Lincoln  window,  one  of  five  such 
memorials  to  the  Civil  War  pres¬ 
ident  remaining  in  the  United 
States; 

/  Damage  to  its  balcony, 
which  now  sags; 

•f  Loss  of  all  church  windows; 

•/  Doors  blown  off  hinges; 

/  Walls  bulging  from  the 
blast  force. 

Yet  he  drew  comfort  and  hope, 
Dr.  Harris  said,  a  day  after  the 
bombing  when,  accompanied  by 
a  police  detective,  he  and  the 
staff  entered  the  sanctuary  to  as¬ 
sess  the  damage. 

“The  detective  said,  ‘Oh,  look 
at  that!’  And  when  I  looked  up, 
all  those  beautiful  lilies  that 
decked  the  balustrade  of  our  bal¬ 
cony  for  Easter  were  still  sitting 
there  in  a  row.  The  walls  behind 
them  were  blasted  away,  but  the 
lilies  were  still  there!” 

Aside  from  the  damage  to  their 
building,  Mrs.  Harris  said,  First 
UMC  members  and  staff  were 
most  concerned  about  the  down- 


OKLAHOMA 
CITY — An  uniden¬ 
tified  rescue  work¬ 
er  aids  victims  of 
the  April  19 
bombing  of  the 
Alfred  P.  Murrah 
Federal  Building 
(above).  At  right, 
shards  of  a  stained 
glass  window  at 
First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church 
frame  the  south 
side  of  the  federal 
building,  with 
damage  from  the 
bomb  blast  visible 
through  the  build¬ 
ing  (see  related 
stories  on  this 
page). 
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town  office  workers  who  attend  a 
lunchtime  Bible  study  called 
Loaves  and  Fishes. 

“At  least  50  of  the  400  or  so 
people  we  serve  through  that 
ministry  worked  at  the  Murrah 


building,”  Mr.  Harris  told  the 
Reporter. 

“I’m  their  downtown  pastor.  I 
don’t  know  what  has  happened 
to  them  and  it’s  breaking  my 
heart.” 


OKC  church  shelters  victims 
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By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

OKLAHOMA  CITY— Ten 
blocks  due  north  of  the  April  19 
blast  that  shattered  Oklahoma 
City’s  Murrah  Federal  Building, 
staff  at  St.  Luke’s  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  thought  something  in 
their  own  building  had  exploded. 

Then  someone  noticed  smoke 
to  the  south. 

“We  have  a  children’s  center, 
so  there  were  about  200  young¬ 
sters  here,”  said  the  Rev.  Bob 
Long,  St.  Luke’s  pastor.  “They 
took  it  better  than  the  adults  did, 
because  it  was  a  loud  boom  and 
then  it  was  past.  The  grownups 
were  the  ones  who  got  scared.” 

Because  of  its  proximity  to  the 
blast  site,  St.  Luke’s  became  a 
Red  Cross  shelter  almost  imme¬ 
diately  as  rescue  efforts  were 
mounted. 

Downtown  apartment  dwellers 
evacuated  from  damaged  build¬ 
ings  slept  on  cots  in  the  church’s 
community  center.  They  ate 
meals  provided  by  local  restau¬ 
rants. 

Rescue  workers  took  their 
breaks  there.  And  chaplains  like 
the  Rev.  Gale  Izard,  a  United 
Methodist  pastor,  wandered 
among  the  crowd,  touching,  hug¬ 
ging  and  counseling. 

“I  worked  downtown  with  the 
victims,”  Mr.  Izard  told  the  Re¬ 
porter.  “A  woman  told  me  she’d 
been  drinking  coffee  at  her  desk 
with  a  co-worker  when  the  bomb 
went  off.  Her  co-worker  and  her 
desk  disappeared,  but  she  sur¬ 
vived  and  she  felt  guilty. 

“I  told  her  I  was  glad  she  sur- 
ived,  because  life  is  good!  God 
gives  us  life!” 


Because  of  its  proximity  to  the  blast  site,  St. 
Luke's  became  a  Red  Cross  shelter  almost 
immediately  as  rescue  efforts  were  mounted. 


Despite  its  nearness  to  the  ex¬ 
plosion  and  a  predominance  of 
downtown  workers  among  its 
4,000  members,  St.  Luke’s  es¬ 
caped  much  of  the  fate  that  befell 
First  UMC  (see  story  above). 

“We  lost  one  window  and  we 
know  of  one  member  who  works 


downtown  who  was  cut  by  glass,” 
Mr.  Long  said.  “We’re  not  hav¬ 
ing  to  go  through  a  grief  process, 
but  instead  we  can  focus  on  serv¬ 
ing  the  community.” 

Additional  coverage  of  United  Method¬ 
ist  relief  efforts  for  Oklahoma  City  will 
appear  in  future  issues. 


OKLAHOMA  CONFERENCE  PHOTO  BY  BOYCE  BOWDON 

OKLAHOMA  CITY — Volunteers  prepare  to  serve  donated 
food  at  the  Red  Cross  shelter  set  up  in  the  community  center  of 
St.  Luke's  United  Methodist  Church,  10  blocks  north  of  the 
bombing  site.  United  Methodist  clergy  and  church  members 
from  across  Oklahoma  continue  in  ongoing  relief  efforts. 


devastation 
stuns  pastor 

By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

When  the  Rev.  Larry  Acton 
got  his  first  glimpse  of  the 
bombed-out  federal  building  in 
Oklahoma  City,  he  thought  he 
was  seeing  an  instant  replay  of 
Bosnia. 

“There  I  was,  standing  in  the 
hall  of  the  Oklahoma  conference 
office,  where  a  few  of  the  staff 
were  saying,  “Welcome  back, 
Larry.  I  know  you’re  glad  to  be 
home  where  it’s  safe,’  ”  said  Mr. 
Acton,  director  of  the  Oklahoma 
Annual  Conference  volunteers- 
in-mission  program. 

“Suddenly  the  front  door  blew 
open,  and  we  saw  a  white  cloud 
of  smoke. 

“I  ran  outside,  and  there  it 
was.  I  could  not  believe  the  dev¬ 
astation.  It  was  like  Bosnia — in 
fact,  probably  the  worst  thing 
I’ve  ever  seen.” 

Mr.  Acton  compared  the  de¬ 
struction  in  Oklahoma  City  with 
that  in  Gomji  Vakuf,  Bosnia, 
where  the  main  part  of  that  town 
has  been  wiped  out  from  heavy 
shelling  during  that  country’s 
civil  war.  He  is  the  U.S.  coordi¬ 
nator  for  a  new  United  Method¬ 
ist  program  called  “Operation 
Restore  Bosnia”  that  will  send 
volunteers  to  that  country  this 
summer  to  work  with  trauma¬ 
tized  children.  (See  UMR  March 
31.) 

“When  I  walked  down  the 
streets  of  Bosnia,  I  saw  that  the 
infrastructure  was  gone  and  the 
will  of  the  people  was  gone,”  Mr. 
Acton  continued.  “My  passport 
was  checked  at  least  five  times. 
So  I  was  so  glad  to  come  back  to 
Oklahoma  City,  where  you  feel 
so  secure  and  comfortable.  Then 
this  happened.  We  will  never 
have  that  feeling  again.” 

Within  hours  after  the  Oklaho¬ 
ma  tragedy,  Mr.  Acton  was  asked 
by  National  Red  Cross  to  staff 
the  human  resources  office. 

Mr.  Acton  told  the  Reporter 
that  one  of  his  most  heartbreak¬ 
ing  assignments  was  to  tell  par¬ 
ents  that  their  children  died  in 
the  federal  building’s  day  care 
center. 

He  described  one  tearful  con-  ; 
versation  with  the  parent  of  Dan-  : 
ielle  Bell,  a  15-month-old  toddler 
whose  body  could  not  be  found. 

“I  tell  you,  when  you  sit  with 
those  families  of  those  children 
who  died  . . .  well,  it  tears  you 
up,”  he  said  in  a  choked-up 
voice. 

"I  may  be  trained  in  dealing 
with  disasters  but  I’m  a  pastor 
first.  These  are  my  people.  My 
heart  just  hurts  for  them.” 


The  Foundations  of 
United  Methodist  Faith 


UMR's  recent  editorial  series, 
"The  Foundations  of  United 
Methodist  Faith,"  is  available 
in  a  convenient  8-page 
format.  Excellent  for  study 
groups,  confirmation  classes 
and  church  school.  Cost  is  20 
cents  per  booklet.  Shipment 
after  June  1.  To  order  call: 
(214)  630-6495  ext.  31. 
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FEWER  MISSIONARIES:  The  number  of 

General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  missionar¬ 
ies  has  decreased  this  year,  but  volunteers-in- 
mission  have  increased  by  a  third.  The  board’s 
-.Mission  Personnel  Resources  department  re¬ 
ports  that  the  total  number  of  missionaries  so 
far  in  1995  is  1,038  compared  with  1,055  in 
1994.  These  include:  National  Division  mis¬ 
sion  personnel,  364  in  1995,  372  in  1994; 
World  Division  missionaries,  425  in  1995,  428 
in  1994;  and  World  Partner  missionaries  (from 
other  countries),  249  in  1995,  255  in  1994. 

The  volunteers-in-mission  program  soared  from 
6,209  persons  in  1994  to  9,520  in  1995.  Much 
of  the  increase  was  from  church  volunteers  go¬ 
ing  to  Central  Africa. 

YES'  TO  LINE  CROSSING:  Twelve 

out  of  85  active  and  retired  United  Methodist 
bishops  who  support  transfers  of  bishops  across 
multistate  Jurisdictional  Conference  lines  with¬ 
in  the  U.S.  and  across  Central  Conference  lines 
outside  the  U.S.  say  they  would  be  willing  to 
consider  such  a  move.  The  figures  come  from 
an  unofficial  survey  this  year  of  active  and  re¬ 
tired  bishops  by  Dakotas  Area  Bishop  William 
B.  Lewis.  Provisions  for  interjurisdictional 
transfers  have  been  part  of  United  Methodist 
polity  since  1968,  but  such  moves  have  seldom 
occurred. 

$1  MILLION  GIFT:  The  Rev.  William  K. 
McElvaney  recently  gave  Perkins  School  of 
Theology  in  Dallas  a  gift  which  will  total  Si 
million  when  fully  funded  through  growth  in  the 
Southern  Methodist  University  endowment 
fund.  Projects  from  the  fund  will  honor  men 
and  women  judged  to  have  contributed  to  peace 
and  justice.  Dr.  McElvaney,  an  alumnus  of 
SMU’s  business  school  and  of  Perkins,  was  pro¬ 
fessor  of  preaching  and  worship  there  eight  years 
before  becoming  professor  emeritus  in  1993. 

KANSANS  DISCUSS  MERGER:  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  of  the  two  Kansas  regional  con¬ 
ferences  will  be  asked  at  this  year’s  sessions  to 
approve  a  proposal  to  move  toward  one  confer¬ 
ence  within  the  state  and  to  act  on  a  specific 
proposal  in  1996.  If  both  Kansas  West  and 
Kansas  East  conferences  adopt  the  proposal 
next  year,  the  church’s  eight-state  South  Cen¬ 
tral  Jurisdictional  Conference  would  be  asked 
to  approve  the  change  in  conference  bound¬ 
aries  when  it  meets  in  July  1996. 

MEDIA  DIRECTOR  NAMED:  The 

Rev.  L.  Steve  Hors  will- Johnston  Sr.,  pastor  of 
St.  James  United  Methodist  Church  in  Pasade¬ 
na,  Calif.,  has  been  named  director  of  the 
church’s  California-Pacific  regional  conference 
media  center  effective  July  1.  He  succeeds 
Gwen  Christensen,  who  will  retire  June  30  af¬ 
ter  20  years. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


New  deacon 
role  proposed 
in  bishops'  plan 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

Imagine  this;  In  the  future, 
your  family  doctor  might  also  be 
an  ordained  minister  in  your 
church.  So  might  your  child’s 
third  grade  teacher. 

What’sgoing  on? 

What’s  going  on  is  that,  at  the 
instruction  of  the  church’s  high¬ 
est  legislative  body,  the  General 
Conference,  ministry  in  The 
United  Methodist  Church  is  un¬ 
der  study  once  again. 

Studied  since  1968 

Ministry  has  been  under  study 
at  least  since  the  church  was 
formed  in  1968.  However, 
successive  study  committees 
have  been  unable  to  come  up 
with  proposals  that  satisfied  the 
church’s  legislators,  who  meet 
every  four  years. 

In  1992  the  topic  was  referred 
to  the  Council  of  Bishops.  The 
bishops  hope  to  have  legislation 
ready  for  the  next  General  Con¬ 
ference,  which  meets  next  April 
in  Denver. 

Although  the  bishops’  study  is 
far  from  complete  and  specific 
legislation  has  not  been  pre¬ 
pared,  creation  of  a  new  kind  of 
deacon — the  kind  indicated  by 
the  doctor/teacher  examples 
above — seems  in  the  offing. 

Right  now  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  has  two  types  of 
professional  ordained  clergy: 
deacon  and  elder.  They  rarely 
hold  any  kind  of  job  outside  of 
the  church. 


In  a  two-step  process,  a  candi¬ 
date  for  the  ordained  ministry 
must  first  be  ordained  a  deacon 
and  remain  a  deacon  on  average 
about  two  years  in  “a  kind  of  pro¬ 
bation."  If  he  or  she  satisfactorily 
completes  that  probationary  peri¬ 
od,  the  deacon  will  be  ordained 
additionally  as  an  elder. 

In  addition  to  deacons  and  el¬ 
ders,  United  Methodism  has  an¬ 
other  type  of  professional 
minister  known  as  a  diacona! 
minister.  He  or  she  usually  is  em¬ 
ployed  by  a  church  in  a  field  such 
as  music  or  youth  ministry,  al¬ 
though  some  diaconal  ministers 
are  employed  in  other  fields. 

In  some  larger  United  Method¬ 
ist  congregations,  the  configura¬ 
tion  of  ministers  might  look  like 
this:  The  pastor  in  charge  is  an 
elder;  the  associate  pastor  is  a 
deacon,  and  the  minister  of  mu¬ 
sic  or  the  Christian  education  di¬ 
rector  is  a  diaconal  minister. 

The  bishops’  study  paper  rec¬ 
ommends  that  no  more  diaconal 
ministers  be  consecrated  once  cur¬ 
rent  candidates  for  that  office 
have  completed  their  preparation. 

The  study  also  proposes  a  new 
kind  of  deacon  which  could  be  a 
permanent  form  of  ordained 
ministry. 

The  proposed  new  deacon 
could  be  described  this  way: 

•f  Called  by  God  for  a  lifetime 
of  service; 

■f  Seminary  trained  for  the  re¬ 
sponsibility; 

/  Has  a  profession  which  may 
or  may  not  be  church-related; 

✓  Is  appointed  by  the  bishop; 


What  would  happen 


If  The  United  Methodist 
Church  adopts  the  current  plan 
by  the  Council  of  Bishops  to  cre¬ 
ate  a  permanent  order  of  or¬ 
dained  deacon,  what  would 
happen  to  the  church’s  diaconal 
ministers?  (See  related  story 
above.) 

More  than  1,600  diaconal  min¬ 


isters  are  currently  performing 
works  of  service  for  the  church 
throughout  the  country,  says  Jim¬ 
my  L.  Carr,  head  of  the  church’s 
Diaconal  Ministry  Division. 

The  division  is  one  of  three 
major  programmatic  units  within 
the  church  General  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry. 


Ordination  of  a  United  Methodist  minister — either  an  elder  or  a  deacon — is  normally  done  in  a 
public  service  with  a  laying  on  of  hands  for  each  candidate.  The  denomination  has  studied  its 
understanding  of  ministry  since  1968  (see  accompanying  stories). 


•f  Does  not  itinerate  (move 
from  place  to  place  at  the  discre¬ 
tion  of  the  bishop  and  cabinet); 

•f  Must  be  involved  in  the 
ministry  of  a  local  church  where 
he  or  she  would,  among  other 
things,  help  congregation  mem¬ 
bers  discover  how  God  is  calling 
them  to  serve  others; 

/  May  assist  in  leading  wor¬ 


ship  and  assist  in  administering 
the  sacraments; 

✓  May,  on  occasion,  be  ap¬ 
pointed  pastor  in  charge  of  a  lo¬ 
cal  church  or  charge. 

No  stepping  stone 

The  study  proposes  that,  to  be¬ 
come  an  elder,  a  candidate  must 
still  spend  an  unspecified  time  as 


a  deacon.  However,  the  deacon’s 
role  with  its  emphasis  on  service 
is  conceived  of  as  central  to  min¬ 
istry  rather  than  as  a  stepping 
stone  to  the  position  of  elder. 

As  Bishop  David  J.  Lawson, 
spokesperson  for  the  bishops’ 
committee,  phrased  it,  the  new 
deacon  will  be  “different  from 
but  not  subservient  to”  the  elder. 


to  current  diaconal  ministers ? 


An  additional  500  people  are 
studying  to  become  diaconal 
ministers,  he  said. 

Most  diaconal  ministers  are 
employed  in  local  congregations 
as  religious  educators,  music  or 
youth  ministers  or  specialists  in 
evangelism,  he  continued.  About 
25  percent  are  employed  beyond 


the  local  congregation,  he  said. 

The  bishops’  current  paper  rec¬ 
ommends  that  the  practice  of 
consecrating  people  as  diaconal 
ministers  be  discontinued  once 
current  candidates  for  that  office 
have  completed  their  preparation 
and  have  been  consecrated. 

In  the  future,  if  the  bishops’  fi¬ 


nal  proposal  is  adopted  as  church 
law,  these  candidates  for  minis¬ 
try  would  become  ordained  dea¬ 
cons.  Mr.  Carr  said  that  he  would 
expect  many  people  who  are  now 
diaconal  ministers  to  move  to¬ 
ward  ordination. 

—DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 


Learn  to  Preach  From 
Learned  Preachers. 
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LAY  ACADEMY  '95 

“Into  the  Next  Millennium”,  June  19-23,  1995 

Vision.  Scholarships.  Insight.  Fellowship.  Stimulation  of  Faith  and  Mind 

For  tay  people  of  all  denominations  who  are  seeking  growth  through  intellectual  and  theological  study  and  dialogue 
A  vision  “Into  the  Next  Millennium”  will  be  provided  by  Dr.  Leonard  Sweet  who  has  been 
described  as  "one  of  the  most  creative  preachers  in  America  today."  Also  includes,  “Christian  Ethics  for 
Everyday  Living  in  American  Culture,"  Dr.  Michael  Cartwright  and  “Biblical  Interpre¬ 
tation  for  Everyday  Living,"  Dr.  Carol  Cook. 

$395  per  person  (tuition:  $225;  room  and  board  $170).  30  Lay  Academy  grants  of  $175  are 
available  on  first  come  basis.  Other  scholarships  may  be  available. 

For  more  information  please  write  or  call:  Olmsted  Manor,  P.O.  Box  8, 
Ludlow,  PA  16333,  (814)  945-6512. 
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STAMFORD,  Conn. — Fifty  years  ago,  the  Rev.  Frances-Helen  Foley 
Guest  was  the  first  recipient  in  a  new  Methodist  program  known  as 
Crusade  Scholars.  Helping  her  celebrate  that  half-century  mile¬ 
stone  recently  were  her  son,  Ken  Guest,  and  her  grandson,  Thomas 
Luke. 


First  Crusade  Scholar 
never  learned  'can't' 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

The  Rev.  Francis-Helen  Foley 
Guest  comes  from  a  long  line  of  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  “doers” — a  great-grand¬ 
father  who  built  his  own  church,  a 
circuit-riding  grandfather,  missionary 
parents  who  advocated  indigenous 
episcopal  leadership  in  India. 

She  was,  at  age  20,  the  first  recipi¬ 
ent  of  the  Crusade  Scholarship  Pro¬ 
gram  of  the  then  Methodist  Board 
of  Foreign  Missions. 

Fifty  years  ago,  when  the  Crusade 
Scholarships  were  established,  Ms. 
Guest  had  just  been  released  from  a 
Japanese  prisoner-of-war  camp  in 
the  Philippines. 

It  was  the  leadership  and  courage 
of  her  parents — Walter  Brooks  and 
Mary  Rosengrant  Foley — that 


helped  make  the  three  and  a  half 
years  in  Santos  Tomas  Internment 
Camp  bearable.  They  started  a 
number  of  religious  activities  and 
organized  both  high  school  and  col¬ 
lege  instruction. 

Her  father  was  killed,  however, 
and  her  mother  severely  injured 
just  before  they  were  freed  from  the 
camp  in  1945.  As  soon  as  her  moth¬ 
er  was  strong  enough  to  travel,  they 
came  to  New  York. 

Ms.  Guest  never  learned  the 
meaning  of  “can’t."  After  her  hus¬ 
band  Thomas  Lewis  Guest  died,  she 
took  her  then- i  3-year-old  son  Ken 
to  Atlanta  to  enroll  in  Candler 
School  of  Theology.  At  50-plus,  she 
became  a  United  Methodist  pastor 
in  Florida  before  retiring  at  65. 


CLAS 

SIFIED 

RATES:  $1.40  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per 
insertion,  $28.00  minimum  charge  for  up  to 
20  words.  Blind  ads  $21.00  plus  $11.20  for 
the  8  words  to  insert  our  contact  information. 
Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on  con¬ 
tract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  approved 
in  advance.  Products  and  services  go  throuah 
an  approval  process.  We  schedule  two  weexs 
in  advance  oi  an  issue  date 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR.  LARGE  membership 
church  in  Peoria  seeking  a  dynamic  individ¬ 
ual  to  lead  and  grow  our  youth  ministries  (7- 
12  grade).  Successful  candidate  must  have  a 
personal  relationship  with  Jesus  Christ  and  a 
proven  ability  to  work  with  youth.  Education¬ 
al  background  in  youth  ministry  required, 
with  some  experience  in  counseling.  Excellent 
interpersonal,  as  well  as  written  and  oral  com¬ 
munication  skills  desired.  Experience  with 
leading  contemporary  music  program  desired. 
Attractive  salary  and  benefit  package  com¬ 
mensurate  with  experience.  For  confidential 
consideration,  please  send  resume  and  salary 
requirements  to:  Dr.  George  E.  Morris,  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  1 16  NE  Perry,  Pe¬ 
oria,  IL  61603. 

METHODIST  MISSION  HOME,  San  Anto¬ 

nio  seeks  Director  of  Development.  Advanced 
degree,  5  years  development  or  related  experi¬ 
ence.  Knowledge  of  United  Methodist  Church 
preferred.  CFRE  a  plus.  Position  requires  ex¬ 
tensive  travel.  Send  resume  to:  Larry  Watson, 
President,  Methodist  Mission  Home,  6487 
Whitby  Road,  San  Antonio,  TX  78240.  Posi¬ 
tion  available  July  1st. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES. 
Growing  program  in  a  1500+  member 
church.  Work  with  youth,  parents,  and  church 
to  continue  to  strengthen  a  comprehensive 
youth  ministry.  Salary  negotiable  (commensu¬ 
rate  with  experience).  Mail  resume  informa¬ 
tion  by  May  7  to:  Youth  Director  Search/ 
Screening  Committee,  Austin  Avenue  United 
Methodist  Church,  1300  Austin  Avenue, 
Waco,  TX  76701. 

200+  average  Sunday  school.  Position  cur¬ 
rently  available.  Experience  preferred.  Send 
resume  to:  Terrace  UMC,  1203  Wirt  Rd., 
Houston,  TX  77055.  Fax:  (713)  686-1478. 

GARRETT-EVANGELICAL  THEOLOGICAL 
Seminary  seeks  half-time  Associate  Director  of 
Field  Education  with  half-time  faculty  respon¬ 
sibilities,  field  negotiable.  Demonstrated  effec¬ 
tive  leadership  in  the  local  church  and  PhD  or 
an  equivalent  in  a  field  related  to  church  leader- 
ship  necessary.  Applications  with  a  least  three 
references  may  be  sent  to:  The  Rev.  Barbara 
Troxell,  Garrett-Evangelical  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary,  2121  Sheridan  Road,  Evanston,  IL  60201, 
due  by  May  16,  1995. 

CONTEMPORARY  WORSHIP/SINGLES. 
Growing  urban  church  in  exciting  sun-coast 
city  looking  for  leadership  for  a  seeker  wor¬ 
ship  service  and  singles'  ministry.  Experience 
with  contemporary  Christian  music  and  pas- 
sion  to  reach  unchurched  people  are  essential. 
Send  resume:  The  Rev.  James  A.  Harnish, 
Hyde  Park  UMC,  500  W.  Platt  St.,  Tampa,  FL 
33606.(813)  253-5388. 

PART-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  Minis¬ 
tries  for  1400  church  in  DFW  metroplex.  Co¬ 
ordinate  music  ministries  for  three  services; 
direct  chancel  choir  and  adult  handbell  choir. 
Send  resume,  salary  history  and  references  to: 
Music  Search  Committee,  First  UMC,  601 
Pleasant  Ridge,  Mansfield,  TX  76063. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES.  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Montgomery,  Ala¬ 
bama  (3100-members).  Send  application:  Dr. 
Karl  K.  Stegall,  Search  Committee,  FUMC, 
P.O.  Box  6150,  Montgomery,  AL  36106. 

WANTED-  GROUP  LEADER  FOR  14  DAY 
Holyland  tour.  Depart  October  21,  1995,  4 
nights  Greece  including  a  one  day  cruise  to 
three  charming  islands,  8  nights  Israel.  Just 
want  to  travel  with  group?  Call  (7 1 3)  397-2009. 

BUSINESS  ADMINISTRATOR  FOR  down¬ 
town  Methodist  church.  3,000  members,  800 
average  worship,  1.2  million  budget.  Resumes 
to:  Randy  Blanchard,  228  W.  Edenton  St.  Ra¬ 
leigh,  NC  27603. 

ISRAEL.  SEE  THE  HOLY  LAND.  Organize 

10  people  and  travel  free.  10  days/9  nights. 
Only  $1795.00  per  person.  (800)  334-4754. 

URGENTLY  NEEDED:  PART-TIME  Music 
Director  for  United  Methodist  Church.  Sub¬ 
mit  resume  to  church  at:  81  Pondella  Road, 
N.  Ft.  Myers,  FL  33903. 

SPAIN.  PORTUGAL,  MOROCCO.  October 
5-18,  1995,  $2,095.  Observe  the  intersection 
of  the  3  great  monotheistic  religions.  Experi- 
cnced  leadership.  Free  brochure.  Dr.  Cecil 
Pottieger,  P.O.  Box  3371.  Frederick,  MD 
21705.(301)  696-8370. 

EDUCATION  DIRECTOR:  GROWING 
1800+  church  offering  full-time  position. 
Responsibilities:  Oversee  Sunday  school  and 
educational  ministries  for  all  ages.  Salary 
commensurate  with  experience.  Resume  by 
June  1  to:  Bill  Lyle,  Reynoldsburg  UMC,  1636 
Graham  Rd.,  Reynoldsburg,  OH  43068. 
Phone: (614)  866-5864,  Fax: (614) 866-1856. 

CHRISTIAN  COMMUNICATIONS  Compa¬ 
ny  specializes  in  finding  sources  for  college 
expenses.  Scholarships,  grants  and  awards 
available  now  through  database  with  more 
than  75,000  possibilities.  Call  Rainbow  at  1- 
800-932-PRAY. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  need¬ 
ed  for  a  fast-growing  2800-member,  "baby 
boomer/young  adult"  congregation  to  lead  a 
comprehensive  youth  program  (UMYF,  Sun¬ 
day  school,  missions,  Bible  studies,  confirma¬ 
tion,  leadership  and  program  development, 
etc.).  Experience  is  necessary,  certification  or 
training  in  youth  ministry  (or  related  field)  is 
preferred  but  not  mandatory.  Salary  is  com¬ 
mensurate  with  experience  and  training.  Send 
resume  by  May  25  to:  Ken  E.  McNutt,  Minis¬ 
ter  of  Church  Administration,  St.  Luke’s 
United  Methodist  Church,  4851  S.  Apopka- 
Vineland  Rd.,  Orlando,  FL  32819. 

EIGHT  DAY  RETREAT  IN  BEAUTIFUL 
lakeside  setting,  June  24-July  1,  near  South 
Bend,  Indiana.  $450  includes  food,  lodging 
and  guided  retreat.  Oakwood  Spiritual  Life 
Center,  702  E.  Lake  View  Rd.,  Syracuse,  IN 
46567.(219)  457-5781. 

BIBLE  SOFTWARE  CLEARANCE.  Entire 
Bible:  8  versions  plus  reference  library  $  19.00 
and  up.  DOS/MAC/Windows/CD-ROM.  1- 
800-991-3004  ext.  9,  24  hours.  Harvest  Minis¬ 
tries,  Box  6304,  Olympia,  WA  98502. 

GOSPEL  AEROBICS-  GREAT  MOTHER’S 
Day  gift.  Walk,  bike  or  tap  your  foot  to  17  fa- 
vorite  hymns  with  a  beat.  Free  song  book! 
Send  $9  (shipped  priority  day  received)  for 
each  tape  to:  Evelynsong,  Inc.,  Box  925883, 
Dept.  M-4,  Houston.  TX  77292-5883. 

FOR  INFORMATION  ON  THE  OTHER  ser¬ 

vices  and  products  UMR  Communications 
Group  can  provide  your  church  or  conference 
call  Tom  Gibson  or  Jean  Prall  of  Mission 
Communications  at  (214)  630-6495  or  1-800- 
947-0207. 

“DO  YOU  WANT  TO  ADOPT  A  BABY?" 
Methodist  Mission  Home/San  Antonio  now 
accepting  applications.  Texas  and  New  Mexico 
residents  calf  (210)  696-702 1  for  information. 

SEE  THE  GREAT  PASSION  PLAY  in  Eureka 

eludes  the  best  ($  13.001  tickets,  plus  lodging 
and  meals!  Where  one  call  does  it  all:  Keller’s 
Country  Dorm  Resort.  (501)  253-8418. 

WE  BUY  AND  SELL  CHURCH  VANS  and 

buses.  We  specialize  in  used  1 5  passenger  vans. 
Trinity  Transportation,  1-800-295-0390. 

APRIL  28,  1995 


Faith  dimensions 


The  United  Method isl 

REPORTER 


Seventh  graders  released  for  'Life  10T 


By  CATHY  FARMER 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

PADUCAH,  Ky.— More  than 
200  seventh  graders  voluntarily 
leave  Paducah  Middle  School  dur¬ 
ing  their  Friday  lunch  period  and 
walk  across  the  street  to  Arcadia 
United  Methodist  Church  for  reli¬ 
gious  instruction. 

The  program  drawing  the  teens  is 
LIFE  101,  an  ecumenical  project  of 
the  West  Kentucky  Youth  Council. 
Baptist,  United  Methodist,  Episco¬ 
pal  and  independent  community 
churches  provide  leaders,  lunch  and 
facilities. 

Loophole  discovered 

Gary  Morse,  chairman  of  the 
Youth  Council  and  general  manager 
of  WKYX,  a  local  radio  station, 
says  a  loophole  discovered  in  the 
Kentucky  Education  Reform  Act  by 
council  member  Mark  Long  gave 
them  the  idea  for  the  pilot  project. 

“The  clause  said  students  could 
leave  the  school  grounds  for  one  hour 
per  week  for  religious  or  moral  in¬ 
struction,”  Mr.  Morse  said,  “provid¬ 
ed  that  the  school  board  agreed." 

That’s  all  the  Youth  Council 
needed.  They  took  their  idea  for  a 
project  that  dealt  with  topics  like 
peer  pressure,  prejudice,  self-esteem 
and  success  to  both  the  Board  of 
Education  and  the  superintendent 
of  schools. 

According  to  the  Rev.  Michael 
Morris,  Arcadia  United  Methodist 
Church  pastor,  the  school  board 
liked  the  idea — with  one  stipula¬ 
tion.  At  least  25  percent  of  the  class 
had  to  agree  to  attend  the  course. 

“The  council  presented  the  idea 
to  the  seventh  graders  in  a  school 
assembly,”  Mr.  Morris  said,  “then 
sent  them  home  with  permission 
slips  they  had  to  bring  back  imme¬ 
diately.  We  knew  we  had  to  have  at 
least  35  kids  willing  to  give  up  their 
lunch  hour.” 

“Well  over  200  signed  up,”  he  said. 
“The  class  is  divided  into  two  groups: 
the  first  week,  we  had  120  out  of  a 
possible  130.  The  second  week,  we 
had  90  out  of  a  possible  1 10.” 

Terry  Waltman,  principal  of  Pa¬ 
ducah  Middle  School,  says  the  ma¬ 
jority  of  the  seventh  graders 


PHOTO  BY  STEVE  AND  MARY  SKjOLD  PHOTOGRAPHS 

By  law  public  school  education  cannot  include  religious  instruction  for  students  like  these,  but  a  group 
of  churches  in  Paducah,  Ky.,  with  the  cooperation  of  the  middle  school,  offers  'LIFE  10  V  across  the 
street  from  the  school  at  a  church  during  lunch  hour  (see  accompanying  story). 


attending  LIFE  101  “probably 
don’t  go  to  church  anywhere.” 

Mr.  Morse  hopes  so,  too.  He  also 
hopes  that  LIFE  101  will  teach  “good 
Christian  values  in  a  compelling  way, 
a  way  that  relates  to  young  people  by 
getting  on  their  wave  length.” 

“If  we’re  going  to  reach  the 
young,  the  church  has  to  go  on  their 
turf,”  he  said.  “If  we  don’t,  we’re 
going  to  lose  them  for  Jesus  Christ.” 

Typical  Friday 

A  typical  Friday  session  begins 
with  the  students  walking  across  the 
street,  accompanied  by  adult  volun¬ 
teers  and  teachers.  They  enter  Arca¬ 
dia’s  fellowship  hall  and  line  up  for 
pizza  and  cold  drinks  supplied  by 
the  participating  churches. 

While  they’re  eating,  a  video  fea¬ 
turing  a  Christian  rap  group  plays 
on  a  large  screen. 

“After  they  eat,  the  youth  minis¬ 
ters  who  lead  the  session  play  some 


sort  of  game  with  them  like  ‘Truth 
or  Not’  or  ‘Let’s  Make  a  Deal’,”  Mr. 
Morris  said.  “Then  the  kids  are  di¬ 
vided  into  small  groups  for  discus¬ 
sion  on  the  day’s  topic.” 

On  one  recent  Friday  the  topic 
was  “Are  you  color  blind?”  Richard 
Abraham,  youth  minister  at  a  Bap¬ 
tist  church,  was  the  leader. 

“Skin  means  nothing,”  he  told 
the  students.  “You're  a  creation  of 
God,  and  His  word  is  love.  Don’t 
carry  around  the  old  baggage  of 
hate.  Someone  has  to  say,  ‘I’m  sor¬ 
ry!’  And  if  you  say  you’re  sorry  and 
they  still  get  in  your  face,  go  home 
and  pray  for  them.  Pray  for  God  to 
change  their  spirit!” 

The  students,  both  black  and 
white,  sat  on  the  floor  shoulder  to 
shoulder.  They  listened  to  Mr. 
Abraham  quietly,  thoughtfully.  Nb 
one  sneered,  none  rolled  his  eyes. 

LIFE  101  is  an  attempt  to  take 


"If  we're  going  to 
reach  the  young,  the 
church  has  to  go  on  their 
turf." 

— Gary  Morse 


God’s  message  to  the  kids.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  Mr.  Morse,  this  is  the  most 
important  thing  the  church  can  do. 

“I  read  some  statistics  five  years 
ago  that  implied  that  7,000  of  our 
8,000  McCraken  County  teens  don’t 
go  to  church,”  Mr.  Morse  said.  ‘‘That 
means  there’s  a  spiritual  vacuum  in 
their  lives.  And  I  believe  a  spiritual 
foundation  is  the  most  important 
thing  we  can  give  them.” 

Ms.Farmer  is  editor  of  the  Mem¬ 
phis  Conference  edition  of  The 
United  Methodist  Reporter. 


2  comedies:  One  angelic  and  one  dumb 


By  RON  SALFEN 

Angels  In  The  Outfield 

PC  for  mild  language 

Angels  In  The  Outfield  is  a  qua¬ 
si-religious  movie  about  a  kid 
who  sees  angels  that  no  one  else 
can  see. 

Really  Angels  In  The  Outfield 
is  a  kid’s  movie,  a  remake  of  the 
40s  film  about  baseball,  when  the 
men  all  wore  suits,  even  to  the 
ball  games,  poor  kids  lived  in  or¬ 
phanages  kept  by  nuns,  and  an¬ 
gels  were  seen  only  by  the  pure 
and  the  pious,  for  the  purpose  of 
changing  the  lives  of  the  rough- 
hewn  irascibles. 

In  the  90s  version,  neglected 
kids  live  in  foster  homes  and 
know  who  their  fathers  are.  Nuns 
and  men  in  suits  are  nowhere  to 
be  found,  and  the  angels  seem  to 
be  more  interested  in  the  base¬ 
ball  itself;  the  changing  of  lives 
part  happens  as  kind  of  an  after¬ 
thought. 

The  90s  version  is  designed  to 
be  cute  but  not  too  sweet.  The 
40s  version  was  designed  to  be 
startling  but  not  too  irreverent. 
But  they  both  raise  the  question, 
“Just  who  are  angels,  anyway, 
and  what  are  they  about?” 

And  if  that  question  drives  be¬ 
lievers  straight  to  the  concor¬ 
dance,  that  would  be  a  hit,  and,  if 
back  to  the  Bible,  that  would  be  a 
home  run. 


“THE  WAIT  DISNEY  COMPANY  PHOTO  BY  DEAN  WILLIAMS 

Danny  Glover  (right)  stars  as  George  Knox,  manager  of  a  baseball  team  of  major  league  misfits, 
who  needs  a  miracle  to  win  a  pennant  in  Angels  in  the  Outfield  (see  commenatry). 


Dumb  and  Dumber 

PC- 13  for  off-color  humor 

Samson  and  Delilah  are  the 
“Dumb  and  Dumber”  of  the 
Good  Book.  He  thinks  up  a  rid¬ 
dle  and  bets  the  Philistines  they 
can’t  guess  what  he’s  thinking. 
They  pressure  their  kinswoman, 
Delilah,  to  tell  them  the  answer 
to  his  riddle  and  he  loses  the  bet 
(Judges  14). 

As  if  that’s  not  dumb  enough, 
he  makes  the  same  mistake  twice, 
this  time  losing  not  only  his  hair 
but  his  eyes  (Judges  16).  For  her 
part,  she  loses  her  own  lover  be- 


The  Reporter  offers  media  re¬ 
views  to  help  readers  assess  the 
merit  of  various  media  offerings 
from  a  Christian  perspective.  Views 
presented  are  those  of  the  review¬ 
er  and  not  necessarily  those  of  the 
newspaper. 


cause  he  can’t  keep  his  secrets. 

Jim  Carey  and  Jeff  Daniels  are 
the  Jerry  Lewis  and  Dean  Martin 
of  the  90s,  and  their  movie  togeth¬ 
er  is  aptly  titled.  With  both  these 
sets  of  dummies,  you  get  sex  and 
violence,  too,  and  even  cruelty  to 
animals,  but  at  least  we  have  the 
good  sense  now  not  to  make  Jim 


Carey  a  judge.  We  just  make  him 
rich  and  famous.  Guess  that 
makes  us  dumber  than  dumb. 

Mr.  Salfen  is  pastor  of  the  Ne- 
shaminy-Warwick  Presbyterian 
Church  in  suburban  Philadelphia 
and  a  frequent  commentator  of 
films  for  the  Reporter. 


Officials  want  student-led  graduation  prayers 


Religion  News  Service 

Virginia’s  attorney  general  and 
the  state  Board  of  Education  have 
drafted  a  set  of  guidelines  that 
would  allow  student-led  prayer  at 
public  school  graduations  despite  a 
federal  judge's  ruling  that  such 
prayers  are  unconstitutional. 

The  guidelines  cover  a  broad 
range  of  potential  religious  activi¬ 
ties  such  as  wearing  a  yarmulke  or 
cross.  Most  such  activities  are  al- 


"This  follows  well-established  First  Amendment 
free  speech  principles." 

\  — Mark  Miner 


ready  permitted. 

On  graduation  prayer,  the  guide¬ 
lines  say  that  an  individual  speaker 
should  be  neither  encouraged  nor 
discouraged  by  the  school  adminis¬ 
tration  and  that  the  official  pro¬ 
gram  for  the  ceremony  should  not 


“t - 

indicate  that  a  prayer  is  a  part  of 
the  school-sanctioned  event. 

The  guidelines  shift  the  battle 
over  the  issue  to  a  new  front. 

Courts  have  ruled  that  neither 
school-sponsored  nor  class-voted 
prayers  are  permissible.  In  December 


1993,  a  U.S.  District  Court  judge  in 
Virginia  struck  down  a  Loudon 
County  attempt  to  allow  senior  class¬ 
es  to  vote  on  whether  or  not  to  have 
prayer  at  their  graduations. 

The  Virginia  guidelines  stress  in¬ 
dividual  spoken  prayer,  suggesting 
that  such  a  prayer  will  be  acceptable 
as  free  speech. 

“This  follows  well-established  First 
Amendment  free  speech  principles,” 
said  Mark  Miner,  a  spokesman  for 
the  attorney  general’s  office. 


New  World  Mission  seeks 
participants  for  1996 


NASHVILLE — The  growth  of 
Methodism  across  the  globe  and  the 
decline  of  United  Methodist  mem¬ 
bers  in  this  country  has  made  the 
U.S.  one  of  the  “greatest  mission 
areas  in  the  world,”  according  to 
church  leaders  in  Nashville. 

This  world  view  compelled  the 
United  Methodist  General  Board  of 
Discipleship’s  Evangelism  Unit  to 
join  with  the  World  Methodist 
Council  in  1975  to  develop  the  New 
World  Mission,  a  strategy  for  con¬ 
gregational  evangelism. 

“The  New  World  Mission  is  con¬ 
gregation-centered,  person-to-per- 
son  evangelism  that  brings  25 
Methodist  pastors  and  lay  leaders 
from  around  the  world  to  the  U.S. 
every  two  years  to  give  new  per¬ 
spectives  to  the  Gospel  and  find  out 
who  we  are  as  a  church,"  said 
Shirley  Clement,  director  of  the 
evangelism  ministries  for  the  board. 

The  next  mission  begins  in  Nash¬ 
ville,  March  4-8,  1996  with  a  week 
of  orientation. 

Missioners  from  Africa,  Austra¬ 
lia,  Asia,  Latin  America,  Europe 
and  other  parts  of  the  world  will 
represent  Methodist-affiliated 
churches  and  uniting  churches  re¬ 
lated  to  the  World  Methodist  Coun¬ 
cil.  Missioners  were  most  recently 
in  the  United  States  in  1994. 

Visiting  missioners  will  go  to  75 
communities  across  the  U.S.  Each 


"The  New  World 
Mission  is  congregation- 
centered,  person-to- 
person  evangelism. . 

— Shirley  Clement 


missioner  will  conduct  three  mis¬ 
sions  in  three  different  communities. 

At  each  location  missioners  will 
preach,  teach,  lead  Bible  studies, 
meet  with  church  leaders  and  civic 
groups  and  speak  in  schools  and 
churches  of  hosting  communities. 

Host  congregations  are  responsi¬ 
ble  for  lodging  and  hospitality, 
scheduling  activities  and  inviting 
other  churches  to  participate  in 
worship,  Bible  Study  or  seminars. 

Host  congregations  agree  to  pay 
S  1,200  to  the  New  World  Mission 
program, 

Primary  emphases  of  the  pro¬ 
gram,  according  to  Ms.  Clement, 
are  proclaiming  the  Gospel,  inviting 
people  into  a  new  or  renewed  rela¬ 
tionship  with  Jesus  Christ,  broaden¬ 
ing  global  awareness  and  providing 
a  better  understanding  of  oneness 
in  Christ  with  people  from  around 
the  world. 

For  more  information  contact: 
Shirley  Clement  or  fane  Massey  at 
the  New  World  Mission  Office,  P.O. 
Box  840,  Nashville,  Tenn.  37202- 
0840. 


Hispanic  church  leader 
to  retire  at  end  of  May 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

Professor  Roy  Barton,  director  of 
the  Mexican  American  Program  at 
United  Methodist-related  Perkins 
School  of  Theology  at  Southern 
Methodist  University  in  Dallas 
since  1974  and  a  national  leader  in 
Hispanic  theological  education,  will 
retire  at  the  end  of  May. 

Under  his  direction,  the  Mexi- 
can-American  program  at  Southern 
Methodist  University  has  gained 
recognition  in  mainline  denomina¬ 
tions  as  a  center  for  the  exploration 
of  Hispanic  spirituality. 

Dr.  Barton,  along  with  a  group 
known  as  thel 
“Hispanic  In-I 
structors,”  a  net-[ 
work  of  United  I 
Methodist  His-I 
panic  leaders! 
from  seminaries, 
universities, 
church  agencies  | 
and  institutions  Dr.  Roy  Barton 
across  the  country,  set  the  direction 
for  the  denomination  in  Hispanic 
communities. 

He  also  has  been  influential  in 
preparing  people  for  ministry  in 
Hispanic  areas  and  has  been  an  ad¬ 
vocate  for  including  Hispanic  per¬ 
spectives  in  all  ministerial  settings. 

In  1992  the  General  Conference, 
top  legislative  body  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  approved  a  Na¬ 
tional  Plan  for  Hispanic  Ministries 
to  help  the  denomination  respond 
to  the  needs  of  Hispanic  people  for 
ministry  in  the  next  century. 

Dr.  Barton’s  friends  and  colleagues 
have  established  a  lectureship  fund  in 

his  honor.  It  will  bring  a  nationally  — MA 

Latin  poem  of  1 50 
forms  this  Easter  h 

O  snne  nnd  rinuohtPre  le>t  i/e  cirto! 


"The  Mexican 
American  Program  is  in 
very  good  shape  now 
and  it  is  a  good  time  to 
turn  it  over  to  someone 
else." 

— Professor  Roy  Barton 

prominent  speaker  to  Perkins  School 
of  Theology  each  fall  in  conjunction 
with  Hispanic  Week. 

“The  Mexican  American  Pro¬ 
gram  is  in  very  good  shape  now  and 
it  is  a  good  time  to  turn  it  over  to 
someone  else,"  Dr.  Barton  said. 

After  his  retirement,  he  plans  to 
“write  about  the  Rio  Grande  Confer¬ 
ence  as  I  have  known  it  in  the  last  50 
years.”  The  Rio  Grande  Conference 
(region)  includes  108  Spanish-speak¬ 
ing  United  Methodist  congregations 
in  Texas  and  New  Mexico. 


Poem 


REALITY 

There  are  those  who  see 
only  roses  in  life, 
pretending  the  thorns  aren’t  there; 
and  those  who  see 
no  roses  at  all . . . 
constantly  cursing  the  thorns. 
Then  there  is  the  Christian 
who  sees  both, 

knowing  whom  to  praise  for  the 
blossoms  — 
and  where  to  run 
when  the  thorns  cause  us  pain. 

MARCIA  LEASER 


O  sons  and  daughters,  let  us  sing! 
The  King  of  heaven,  the  glorious 

King. 

O’er  death  and  hell  rose  triumphing. 
Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

By  WILLIAM ).  REYNOLDS 

The  original  Latin  poem  of  nine 
stanzas  has  been  found  in  a  small 
booklet  printed  between  1518  and 
1536.  A  copy  is  in  the  Bibliotheque 
Nationale  of  France. 

The  author  is  Jean  Tisserand,  a 
preaching  friar  of  the  Franciscan 
Order  in  Paris,  who  died  there  in 
1494.  He  was  a  person  of  high  repu¬ 
tation  and  influence  in  Paris. 

Several  English  translations  of 
the  Latin  poem  were  made  during 
the  18th  and  19th  centuries,  but  the 
translation  that  John  Mason  Neale 
made  in  1851  has  been  most  widely 
used. 

The  five  stanzas  usually  found  in 
our  hymnals  are  in  story  form  tell¬ 
ing  of  the  resurrection  of  our  Lord. 
The  second  stanza  mentions  the 
women  who  came  to  the  tomb;  the 
third  stanza  “the  angel  clad  in 
white”;  the  fourth  stanza  tells  of 


History 
of  Hymns 


Christ’s  appearance  to  the  disciples; 
and  the  concluding  stanza  is  of 
praise  and  adoration. 

Because  of  this  structure,  the 
hymn  should  be  sung  in  its  entirety, 
for  none  of  the  story  should  be 
omitted. 

The  English  translator,  John  Ma¬ 
son  Neale,  ordained  in  the  Anglican 
Church,  became  a  strong  influence 
in  the  Oxford  Movement  of  the 
19th  century.  A  scholarly  student  of 
the  liturgies  and  practices  of  the 
early  church,  he  was  one  of  the  first 
to  translate  ancient  Latin  and 
Greek  hymns. 

The  joyful  tune,  O  Filit  Et  Filiae. 
seem  to  have  been  associated  with 
the  text  from  its  earliest  use.  The 
name  of  the  tune  is  the  first  four 
words  of  the  original  Latin  text. 

NEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN: 

" Thine  Be  the  Glory " 
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Louisiana  United  Methodist  Children's  Home  in  Ruston 

and 

Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans 


Mother's  Day 

For  The  Children  . . . 


Across  Louisiana , 
hundreds  of  children 
and  families,  this  week, 
have  countless  needs 
for  our  Healing 
Ministries.  Your 
dollars  can  help  at... 


* 

Louisiana  United 
Methodist  Children's 
Home  in  Ruston 
(318)  255-5020 


m 


Methodist  Home 

of  New  Orleans 
(504)  895-7709 


Please  give. 


ministry  to  children  and  families  in  need. 


‘We  tfiankyoufor  caring. 
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Candler  theologian  to  focus 
Bible  study  on  God's  'Yes' 


With  the  help  of 
Lucille,  the  don¬ 
key,  members  of 
Blackwater 
UMC,  Baker,  re¬ 
enact  Jesus' 

Palm  Sunday  en¬ 
trance  into  Jeru¬ 
salem.  From 
LEFT,  are  Rev. 
Brady  Forman, 
as  Andrew,  Scott 
Beddingfield  as 
Jesus  and  Duane 
Denham,  as  Ju¬ 
das.  Rev.  Doug 
deGraffenried  is 
pastor. 


Members  of  Blackwater  UMC,  Baker,  got  into  the  spirit  ot  Holy  week  Dy 
portraying  Jesus  and  some  of  his  disciples.  In  addition  to  wearing  cos¬ 
tumes,  some  grew  "scraggly  beards"  for  about  two  months.  From  LEFT  are 
Duane  Denham,  Judas;  Jeff  Conrad,  Bartholomew;  Brady  Forman,  Andrew; 
Eugene  McGehee,  Simon  the  Zealot;  Scott  Beddingfield,  Jesus;  Jerry  Bar¬ 
nett,  John;  Jeff  Cove,  James  the  Less;  Bert  Neal,  Peter;  David  James,  Mat¬ 
thew,  and  Bert  Neal  Jr.  as  the  "water  carrier." 


At  Annual  Conference 


Around  the  Conference 


Diverse  colors  and  textures 
symbolize  'By  Love  United' 

In  Annual  Conference  banner 


God  says  “yes”  to  the  world,  affirm¬ 
ing  it  despite  its  many  ills,  said  the  Bi¬ 
ble  study  leader  for  the  upcoming 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  session 
June  5-8  in  Shreveport. 

Dr.  William  Mal¬ 
lard,  professor  of 
church  history  at 
Candler  School  of 
Theology,  will  pres¬ 
ent  “God’s  Yes”  as 
the  theme  for  the 
three  days  of  Bible 
study  he  will  lead. 

“God  says  ‘yes’  to 
creation,  that  cre¬ 
ation  is  essentially 
good,”  Mallard  said. 

“Things  may  go  astray,  things  may  get 
very,  very  bad,  but  creation  essentially  is 
good  in  God’s  eyes.  And  God  is  going  to 
bring  it  through  to  a  good  end.” 

By  saying  “yes”  to  the  world.  Mallard 
said,  God  is  saying  “yes”  to  the  human 
race  and  to  humanity. 


Old  Testament  figures 

Mallard  intends  to  demonstrate  “God’s 
Yes”  by  focusing  on  Old  Testament  fig¬ 
ures,  though  not  always  with  Old  Testa¬ 
ment  scripture. 

Title  of  the  study  on  June  6,  is  “Abra¬ 
ham,  Sarah  and  the  Foundations  of  God’s 
Yes.”  Mallard  bases  this  session  on  Ro¬ 
mans  Chapter  4. 

The  next  day,  Mallard  will  address  “Ja¬ 
cob  and  the  Blessing  of  God’s  Yes”  with 
scripture  from  Genesis  Chapter  32. 

The  third  Bible  lesson  will  focus  on 
“Moses,  Miriam  and  the  Mission  of  God’s 
Yes,”  using  Acts  Chapters  6  and  7  as  the 
springboard  for  study. 


Essential  study 

“People  feel  they  don’t  know  how  to 
deal  with  the  Old  Testament,”  Mallard 
said.  “One  of  the  interests  I  have  is  to  help 
people  see  that  the  Old  Testament  is  es¬ 
sential,  is  foundational  for  the  Christian 


Members  also  work  with  International 
Hospitality  Foundation,  Operation  Up¬ 
grade,  adult  literacy  program,  and  pres¬ 
ent  World  Day  of  Prayer  programs  at 
nursing  homes. 

Two  other  observances  are  the  World 
Communion  Day  and  the  May  Fellow¬ 
ship  Day  to  be  observed  May  5.  The  na¬ 
tional  celebration  will  focus  on  the  roles 
played  by  the  Marthas  and  Marys  of  the 
world  and  how  they  are  inter-connected 
so  that  “all  have  a  place  at  the  table.” 

*  *  * 

Three  LMCF  awards  presented 

Three  United  Methodists  received 
awards  at  the  annual  session  of  the 
State  Advisory  Council  of  the  Louisiana 
Moral  and  Civic  Foundation  March  28. 
Receiving  the  W.  L.  “Bill”  May  Busi¬ 
nessman  Award  was  Mark  Jones,  a 
member  of  Francis  Asbury  UMC,  Baton 
Rouge.  The  church’s  pastor,  Rev.  Frank 
Akin,  made  the  presentation. 

Recipient  of  the  Edward  Donald 
Grant  Educator  Award  was  Dr.  James 
Trott,  a  member  of  First  UMC,  Baton 
Rouge.  The  J.  Henry  Bowdon  Sr. 
Preaching  Award  went  to  Dr.  David 
DietzeL,  pastor  of  First  UMG  Jonesboro. 

Presenting  some  of  the  awards  was 
Rev.  Jimmie  Pyles,  pastor  of  First 
UMC,  Pineville,  and  newly  elected  pres¬ 
ident  of  LMCF. 


Members  of  Aldersgate  UMC,  Slidell, 
are  using  artwork  to  embody  the  theme 
of  this  year’s  Louisiana  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence:  “By  Love  United.” 

“We  are  trying  to  interpret  that 
theme  with  colors  in  tapestry," just  as 
Annual  Conference  has  been  weaving 
ministries  and  people  together  through 
the  years,”  said  Dr.  Donald  C.  Cottrill, 
pastor  at  Aldersgate  and  a  member  of 
the  Annual  Conference  Worship  Com¬ 
mittee. 

The  church’s  banner  committee  is  us¬ 
ing  a  variety  of  colors  and  textures  of 
fabric  to  create  a  2  5-by- 17-foot  tapestry 
to  hang  in  the  Gold  Dome  in  Shreve¬ 
port.  Committee  members  are  Lee  Ann 
Barge,  Evelyn  DeArman,  Lynn  Den- 
dinger,  Sara  Fairey,  Sandy  McPeek  and 
Mara  Peffiey. 

The  art  work  will  incorporate  the  li¬ 
turgical  colors  red,  green,  gold,  blue, 
white  and  purple. 

The  overall  effect  of  the  artwork  will 
be  three-dimensional,  Cottrill  said.  The 
huge,  woven  liturgical  banner  will  hang 
in  the  background.  In  front  of  this,  a 
smaller,  white  banner  will  display  a  me¬ 
dallion  with  the  United  Methodist  cross 
and  flame  and  the  words  “By  Love 
United.” 

In  addition,  the  committee  is  creating 
two  paraments  to  be  draped  from  the 
pulpits  at  both  Annual  Conference  gath¬ 
ering  places,  the  Gold  Dome  and  First 
UMC,  Shreveport. 

The  variety  of  colors  and  textures  in 
the  banner  symbolize  also  the  many 
gifts  individuals  and  ministries  bring  to 


Dr.  Donald  C.  Cottrill,  ABOVE, 
holds  a  miniature,  roughly  con¬ 
structed  version  of  the  spectacular 
tapestry  members  of  Aldersgate 
UMC  are  creating  for  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  in  Shreveport. 

the  church,  all  coming  together,  united 
by  love,  Cottrill  said. 


First  Annual  COSS  Gathering 

Clergy  and  families  are  invited  to  at¬ 
tend  the  first  annual  Course  of  Study 
School  gathering  Tuesday,  June  6,  5:30 
p.m.  in  South  Cafeteria,  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege. 

The  dinner  during  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  is  designed  to  bring  together  fam¬ 
ilies  of  clergy  who  have  received  or  will 
receive  their  preparatory  education  for 
ministry  through  the  Course  of  Study 
School  method. 

Reservations  are  not  required.  For 
additional  information  call  Rev.  Wayne 
Howington  at  (504)  261-2789  or  Rev. 
Judith  Bazer  at  (318)  377-7079. 


Church  Women  honored 

Joyce  Reed,  a  member  of  Jefferson 
UMC,  was  recently  honored  by  the 
Church  Women  United  of  the  state  as  a 
Valiant  Woman.  Active  in  the  ecumeni¬ 
cal  organization  for  17  years,  she  is  im¬ 
mediate  past  president  of  the  state 
CWU. 

Virtle  T.  Jones  a  member  of  Wesley 
UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  and  former  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  local  CWU,  was  honored  as 
outstanding  volunteer  of  Educators  of 
Yesteryear.  The  organization  is  a  unit 
of  the  Louisiana  Retired  Teachers  Assn. 

CWU  has  long  provided  health  kits 
for  residents  of  Louisiana  Correctional 
Institute  for  Women  at  St.  Gabriel. 


The  Outreach 
Work  Area  of 
Munholland 
UMC,  Metairie, 
sponsored  a 
project  to  pre¬ 
pare  15  Easter 
baskets  for  fam¬ 
ilies  in  New  Or¬ 
leans.  Each 
member  picked 
up  plastic  Easter 
eggs  containing 
food  requests. 


faith,”  he  said. 

A  member  of  the  faculty  at  Candler  for 
37  years,  Mallard  has  received  the  Emory 
Williams  Distinguished  Teaching  Award. 

He  is  an  ordained  United  Methodist 
minister  and  author  of  the  book,  Lan¬ 
guage  and  Love:  Introducing  St.  Augus¬ 
tine’s  Religious  Thought  Through  the 
Confessions  Story  (Penn  State  Press, 
1994). 


Care  banner  sent 
to  Oklahoma  City 

First  UMC,  Thibodaux,  where 
Rev.  Deborah  Drash  is  pastor,  has 
organized  a  care  and  prayer  banner 
that  will  be  sent  as  an  expression  of 
love  and  concern  from  the  comm  uni-4 
ty  to  the  victims  and  loved  ones  of 
the  recent  Oklahoma  City  bombing. 

The  banner  was  available  for  signa¬ 
tures  on  April  23  at  the  church. 

The  following  Monday  and  Tues¬ 
day,  others  signed  the  banner  at  the 
Thibodaux  Holiday  Inn. 

United  Methodists  on  Campus  at 
Nicholls  State  University  collected 
names  on  the  campus.  Day  school 
children  drew  hearts  and  signed  their 
names  on  the  flip-side. 

Over  500  people  signed  the  ban¬ 
ner. 


Bishop  requests 
May  7  offering 

On  Sunday,  May  7,  the  same  day 
President  Clinton  and  Congress  have 
declared  a  National  Day  of  Prayer,  600 
United  Methodist  churches  in  Louisi¬ 
ana  are  being  asked  to  make  offerings 
for  families  of  the  Oklahoma  City  vic¬ 
tims. 

Bishop  William  Oden,  who  did  much 
of  his  ministry  in  Oklahoma  and  has 
many  friends  and  relatives  there,  has 
written  to  the  pastors  throughout  the 
Louisiana  Conference  asking  them  to 
collect  the  special  offering. 

Churches  throughout  the  denomina¬ 
tion  are  responding  to  the  Bishops  Ap¬ 
peal  for  funds. 


In  Memoriam 

Sympathy  to  the  family  of  Rev.  Richard 
W.  Calvin,  Sr.  92,  retired  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  clergy,  who  died  April  1 5.  He  is  fa¬ 
ther  of  Dr.  George  W.C.  Calvin  Sr., 
Conference  director,  Serving/Special  Min¬ 
istries,  and  1 1  other  sons  and  daughters. 

Funeral  services  were  held  April  21  at 
Mt.  Zion  UMC  in  New  Orleans. 

Survivors  are  Dr.  Calvin  of  Baton 
Rouge;  Arlene  S.  Calvin,  Johnetta  C. 
Bushell,  Warren  J.  J.  Calvin,  Florence 
C.  Jeff  and  Veronica  Thomas,  all  of 
New  Orleans;  Alice  Margaret  Dillard  of 
Palo  Alto,  Calif.;  Carolyn  C.  Hamilton 
of  Sun  City,  Ariz.;  Richard  W.  Calvin 
Jr.  of  San  Diego;  Delores  C.  Lynch  of 
Mesa,  Ariz.,  Ruth  C.  Gooch  of  Chicago 
and  Carl  O.  Calvin  of  Dale  City,  Va. 

*  *  * 

Sympathy  to  the  family  of  Rev.  Jack 
Winegeart,  retired  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  clergy,  who  died  April  24. 

Funeral  services  were  held  April  27  at 
First  UMC,  Shreveport. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Norma, 
and  their  son  and  daughter,  Henry  E. 
Winegeart,  Shreveport,  and  Sally  Ann 
King,  Hebron,  Ohio. 


See  other  page  in  this  issue  for 
news  of  Serving  Ministries. 
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Nevertheless 
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we  live,  we  dance, 


we  care 


Bishop  William  Oden 

Wednesday,  April  19,  found  me  at  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Alexan¬ 
dria  for  a  meeting  of  the  Conference  Planning  and  Research  Committee. 

The  meeting  had  barely  begun  when  there  came  a  gentle  knock  on  the  door, 
and  a  lay  member  of  the  church  cracked  the  door  open  and  asked  to  see  me.  I 
walked  out  and  heard  for  the  first  time  the  devastating  news  of  what  happened  in 
Oklahoma  City. 

For  25  years  I  pastored  churches  in  Oklahoma  —  most  of  that  time  in  the 
greater  Oklahoma  City  metropolitan  area.  One  of  the  congregations  I  served  in¬ 
cluded  a  large  number  of  judges,  attorneys,  FBI  agents,  and  other  federal  offi¬ 
cials.  So  the  news  of  the  bombing  of  the  Murrah  Federal  Building  was  especially 
shocking.  In  fact.  Judge  Murrah,  for  whom  the  federal  building  was  named,  was 
a  very  active  member  of  the  church  I  served  and  a  person  I  knew  very  well. 

As  we  continued  the  meeting  of  the  Planning  and  Research  Committee,  one  of 
the  members  suggested  we  pause  for  prayer.  In  that  prayer,  Rob  Weber  lifted 
up  all  our  feelings  even  though  the  facts  were  very  scarce. 

The  world  has  rushed  to  Oklahoma  City.  Prayers  from  around  the  globe  have 
gone  out  to  families  of  those  persons  who  were  killed  and  maimed  in  the  bomb 
blast.  These  kinds  of  events  leave  us  numb.  Much  has  been  and  will  be  written. 
The  truth  is  there  is  no  meaning  in  such  an  event  other  than  the  meaning  that 
comes  through  our  faith  that  says  to  us,  in  the  darkest  hour,  in  the  least  hope, 
when  understanding  is  lacking,  God  is  present  with  us. 

How  the  world  has  changed!  When  terrorists  can  so  thoroughly  capture  our  at¬ 
tention  with  this  type  of  act,  we  know  that  the  world  has  moved  into  a  new  era 
when  warfare  against  a  nation  can  be  carried  on  by  a  deranged  few,  and  the 
world  is  held  captive.  When  opinions  turn  to  hatred  and  hatred  is  acted  out  with¬ 
out  regard  to  human  life,  terrorism  is  the  result. 

Facing  such  reality,  it  is  easy  to  see  why  two  responses  appear  to  be  the  easiest 
ways  out:  First,  simply  to  erase  the  images  from  our  mind,  wrap  ourselves  in  a 
cocoon,  go  our  own  way,  and  separate  ourselves  from  all  the  suffering,  pain  and 
agony  around  us.  The  second  is  to  become  so  paranoid  that  we  find  conspiracies 
under  every  rock  and  behind  every  door. 

Both  of  these  responses  are  unfaithful.  The  Cross  of  Jesus  Christ  tells  us  that 
God  is  present  in  all  suffering,  that  God  cries  in  pain  with  us,  that  our  hurts  are 
the  hurts  of  our  Creator,  that  life  has  meaning  because  we  have  been  created  by  a 
God  of  love  in  a  universe  that  has  value.  And  if  this  is  so,  every  human  life  is  of 
eternal  value.  To  be  faithful  is  to  remain  connected  and  to  participate  in  acts  of 
love  and  justice  wherever  we  find  ourselves. 

As  Elie  Weisel  said,  looking  back  on  the  Jewish  holocaust  which  included  his 
horrid  and  demonic  concentration  camp  imprisonment  that  caused  six  million  of 
his  race  to  be  murdered:  “Nevertheless,  I  will  dance.” 

This  is  the  essence  of  the  person  of  faith. 


Dr.  George  W.C.  Calvin  Sr.,  director,  Serving/Special  Ministries,  and  Rev. 
Debbie  Drash,  pastor,  display  the  banner  signed  by  members  of  First 
UMC,  Thibodaux,  the  community  and  others.  It  was  sent  April  28  to  Okla¬ 
homa  City  in  the  wake  of  the  recent  tragedy. 


c 


SC)  UMW  leaders  meet  in  New  Orleans 
do  hands-on  mission  work  at  St.  Mark's 


South  Central  Jurisdiction  United 
Methodist  Women  presidents  and  other 
leaders  meeting  May  4-7  in  New  Orleans 
have  been  engaged  in  hands-on  mission 
work.  UMW  has  long  been  engaged  in 
missions  so  it  is  only  natural  that  a  mis¬ 
sion  event  be  part  of  the  Presidents’  Con¬ 
sultation. 

The  mini  education  project  was  slated 
for  Friday,  May  5,  at  St.  Mark’s  Commu¬ 
nity  Center.  Located  on  the  edge  of  the 
French  Quarter,  the  center  provides  social 
services,  a  street  academy,  recreational 
and  other  needs  for  the  neighborhood. 

The  hands-on  mission  project  is  de¬ 
signed  to  help  the  women  better  under¬ 
stand  the  role  of  UMW  in  specific  projects 
and  programs  of  the  Women’s  Division. 

Prior  to  the  meeting,  Pat  Cobb,  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference  president,  said,  “I  am 
looking  forward  to  sharing  and  exchang¬ 
ing  information  with  the  17  conference 
presidents  and  others  attending.” 

Members  of  the  SCJ  Core  Planning 
Group,  committee  on  nominations  and 
four  staff  persons  from  the  Women’s  Di¬ 
vision  are  in  Louisiana  for  the  SCJ  Presi¬ 
dents’  Consultation  being  held  at  Day’s 
Inn  in  Kenner. 

Four  staff  persons  assigned  to  the  re¬ 
gion,  Sandy  Ruby,  Sue  C.  Johnson,  Julia 
Tulloch  and  Jean  L.  Saul,  are  to  lead 


Lucy  Burciaga,  LEFT,  president  of 
the  South  Central  Jurisdiction  of  the 
UM  Church,  and  Hazel  I.  Steely, 
member  of  the  SCJ  Core  Planning 
Group,  are  in  New  Orleans  for  the 
United  Methodist  Presidents'  Con¬ 
sultation. 

workshops  in  membership,  new  structure 
and  financial  interpretation. 

The  event  will  continue  through  Sun¬ 
day,  May  7. 

One  of  the  goals  of  the  Presidents’  Con¬ 
sultation  is  to  strengthen  communication 
between  the  SCJ  Core  Planning  Group 
and  Conference  leadership  and  missions. 


Two  churches  'go  extra  mile  in  coins' 
to  support  One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing 


Small  churches  can  do  big  things.  Gibs- 
land  and  Oak  Park  Grove  UM  churches, 
in  an  effort  to  raise  funds  for  One  Great 
Hour  of  Sharing,  had  some  friendly  com¬ 
petition  —  a  contest  that  entailed  “going 
the  extra  mile  in  coins.” 

The  average  attendance  each  Sunday  is 
about  25  people  in  each  congregation  of 
the  Ruston  District  charge,  said  Rev.  W. 
Ed  Parks,  pastor. 

During  Lent 

The  contest  began  the  first  Sunday  in 
Lent  and  continued  until  March  26,  the 
day  of  the  special  offering.  “There  has 
never  been  such  excitement  with  each 
church  trying  to  win  in  the  measured  foot¬ 
age  of  coins,”  Parks  said. 

One  woman  brought  a  coffee  can  full  of 


coins  that  she  had  been  saving  “for  hard 
times.” 

“A  man  contributed  a  sock  full  of  coins 
he  had  hidden  under  a  mattress,"  Parks 
said  and  added,  “What  fun  we  had!” 

On  the  day  the  special  offering  was  tak¬ 
en,  the  feet  of  coins  were  added.  There 
was  a  grand  total  of  1 1 50  feet,  two  inches. 

Counting  chore 

“Then  the  happy  chore  of  counting 
these  hundreds  of  coins  was  icing  on  the 
cake,”  Parks  mentioned.  “There  was  a  to¬ 
tal  of  $295.75  in  coins." 

The  coins  added  to  the  regular  giving 
for  One  Great  of  Sharing  totaled  $599.96 
for  the  charge. 

The  contest  winner  Gibsland  UMC. 
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The  United  Methodist 
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Soulful 
lessons  after 
the  bomb 


The  bombers  who  shattered  the  Alfred  P. 
Murrah  Federal  Building  in  Oklahoma  City  on 
April  19  have  stolen  much  from  all  of  us. 

They  stole  the  innocence  of  our  corporate 
safety.  They  stole  our  innate  trust  of  others. 

- They  stole  our  chil- 

E'  J |  dren’s  lives  and  the 

JCvUllOllcIl  lives  of  our  family, 

friends  and  neighbors. 

A  single  image  has  come  to  symbolize  all  that  we 
have  lost:  the  image  of  a  lifeless  infant  in  a  fire- 
'fighter’s  arms. 

The  sight  of  1 -year-old  Baylee  Almon  being 
carried  from  the  blast  site  by  firefighter  Chris 
Fields  forced  us  to  ask:  Why  did  this  one  die 
while  another  lived?  Why  there  and  not  here? 
Why  then  and  not  now? 

Yet  in  the  midst  of  our  mental  mbble  is  the  re¬ 
minder  that  the  church  can  be— and  should  be  ex¬ 
pected  to  be — at  its  best  when  life  is  at  its  worst. 

Here  are  some  lessons  stemming  from  the 
church’s  response  to  the  bombing  that  we 
should  remember  for  the  well-being  of  our  indi¬ 
vidual  and  collective  souls. 

'f  First  and  foremost,  God  overcomes  evil. 
In  the  vapor  trail  of  travesty,  thousands  of  peo¬ 
ple  assisted  other  thousands  of  stricken  people 
as  millions  watched  on  TV.  In  the  midst  of  cha¬ 
os  one  heard  words  of  hope.  God  is  there  as 
people  of  faith  extend  themselves  in  love. 

/  We  live  in  a  culture  of  violence.  Such  vio¬ 
lence  could  drive  us  to  become  a  culture  of  fear. 
Those  who  dwell  in  fear  have  no  hope.  Like  the 
psalmist,  we  must  witness  to  the  contrary:  “They 
that  sow  in  tears  shall  reap  in  joy”  (Psalm  1 26:5). 

/  The  image  of  the  firefighter  cradling  the 
infant  reminds  us  of  our  salvation,  the  indelible 
image  that  Someone  was  willing  to  risk  all  that 
we  might  live. 

As  pastor  after  pastor,  person  after  person, 
said  in  the  immediate  post-bombing  days,  “it 
,  breaks  my  heart  . . . .  "  But  the  greatest  heart¬ 
break  of  all  for  Christians  would  be  to  feel  that 
we  were  powerless  to  respond  to  this  tragedy. 

The  truth  is  that  we,  if  we  are  truly  the 
church,  are  the  most  power-full  of  all  to  re¬ 
spond.  With  the  Apostle  Paul,  each  of  us  can 
say,  “1  can  do  all  things  through  Christ  who 
strengthens  me"  (Philippians  4: 1 3). 

No  bombers  can  steal  that  assurance  from  us. 


Faith  forum 


REPORTER  ART  BY  TOM  GIBSON,  MISSION  COMMUNICATIONS 

The  image  of  a  firefighter  carrying  a  lifeless  infant's  body  from  the  bombed-out  federal  build¬ 
ing  in  Oklahoma  City  has  come  to  symbolize  the  tragedy's  terror  and  the  tenderness  which  fol¬ 
lowed  the  terror.  Religious  response  to  the  Oklahoma  City  bombing  has  brought  lessons  that  we 
should  remember  for  the  well-being  of  our  individual  and  collective  souls  (see  related  editorial 
at  left  and  stories  at  right  and  below). 


Bishop,  pastors  comment  on  Oklahoma  bombing 


“Let  us  be  united  in  support  of  vic¬ 
tims  and  their  families.  Let  us  be  unit¬ 
ed  in  rejection  of  violence  as  a 
tolerated  tool  for  human  interaction. 
Let  us  be  united  in  our  resolve  to  dem¬ 
onstrate  in  our  lives  and  in  our 
churches  that  the  will  of  God,  the  non¬ 
violent  way  of  Jesus,  and  the  continu¬ 
ing  peace  and  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
are  the  consuming  and  controlling 
force  of  our  walk  and  talk.” 

— Bishop  Dan  Solomon,  episcopal 


leader,  Oklahoma  Conference. 

*  *  * 

“Oklahoma  tells  us  again  that  in 
times  of  serious  crisis,  race  is  irrele¬ 
vant.  There  is  no  black  or  Asian  or 
Hispanic  or  white  or  Native  Ameri¬ 
can  way  to  die,  or  be  injured,  or 
grieve,  or  cry,  or  try  to  help  ....** 

— The  Rev.  Gilbert  Caldwell,  St. 
Mark’s  United  Methodist  Church, 
Harlem,  N.Y. 

*  *  * 


“As  Christ  broke  the  chains  of  the 
i  tomb,  help  us  [O  God]  to  break  the 
chains  of  pain  and  hatred,  so  that  vio¬ 
lence  will  not  continually  lead  to  more 
violence.  Help  us  to  stand  with  Christ 
as  witnesses  to  the  power  of  love.” 

— The  Rev.  Barbara  L.  Housley, 
Grove  United  Methodist  Church, 
West  Chester,  Pa. 

*  *  * 

“Colleen  Guiles,  a  59-year-old  civ¬ 


ic  and  business  leader  in  the  Oklaho¬ 
ma  City  community,  [has  been]  lost 
in  the  blast  that  claimed  so  many  in¬ 
nocent  victims.  It  seems  so  unreal, 
my  sister  Colleen  killed  by  madmen 
driven  to  commit  such  a  senseless 
act. ...  I  pray  that  goooness  and  de¬ 
cency  will  overcome  evil.” 

— The  Rev.  Jim  Chandler,  Trinity 
United  Methodist  Church,  Arlington, 
Texas. 
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' Ministry /  not  'media/ 
defined  my  OKC  mission 


OKLAHOMA  CITY— The 
signs  on  the  glass  doors  at  St. 
Luke’s  United  Methodist  Church 
were  explicit: 

“NO  MEDIA  ALLOWED  IN 
SHELTER!” 

Even  the  Rev.  Larry  Acton, 
volunteers-in-mission  coordina¬ 
tor  for  the  church’s  Oklahoma  re¬ 
gional  conference  and  my  escort 
for  the  weekend,  quailed  a  bit  at 
the  message. 

“They  really  don’t  want  the 
families  bothered;  some  of  the 
media  have  been  pretty  insensi¬ 
tive,”  he  explained  as  we  dashed 
into  the  church’s  administration 
office  from  an  unseasonal,  bone- 
chilling  rainstorm.  “But  let’s  see 
what  we  can  do.” 

It  wasn’t  the  first  time  I’d  en¬ 
countered  reluctance,  even  an¬ 
tagonism,  toward  journalists.  I 
heard  it  again  as  Larry  and  I  sat 
quietly  upstairs  in  a  debriefing  of 
relief  workers.  A  Salvation  Army 
officer  recounted  how  a  reporter 
for  a  tabloid  television  show  had 
gone  through  relief  workers’ 
training  in  order  to  get  inside  one 
of  the  rescue  stations. 

“When  I  found  out  what  he 
was  doing,  I  took  away  his  badge 
and  his  smock  and  kicked  him 
out,”  the  officer  said.  “I  have  his 
name  and  I’m  on  the  lookout  for 
him.” 

Inwardly  I  gulped.  I’d  worn  all 
the  “credentials”  I  had:  A  UMR 
T-shirt  with  a  United  Methodist 
cross-and-flame  on  it  and  a  simi¬ 
lar  cross-and-flame  pin  on  a  lapel 
of  my  denim  jacket.  Does  my 
outfit  constitute  disguise?  I  won¬ 
dered. 

My  worry  began  to  ebb  when 
Larry  vouched  me  past  two  wom¬ 
en  guarding  the  doors  to  St. 
Luke’s  community  life  center, 
which  had  been  converted  into  a 
Red  Cross  shelter.  I  left  my  over¬ 
night  bag — reporter’s  notebook, 
camera  and  all — in  the  door  war¬ 
dens’  care. 

Then  amid  the  worried  fam¬ 
ilies,  exhausted  rescue1  workers 
and  displaced  apartment  dwell¬ 
ers  I  found  a  friend,  the  Rev. 
Gale  Izard,  serving  as  one  of  the 
chaplains. 

Wearing  an  unaccustomed 
stubble  of  beard,  Gale  was  red¬ 
eyed  and  haggard  after  nearly 
three  days  of  disaster  counseling. 
Nonetheless  he  wrapped  me  in  a 
bear  hug. 

Next  thing  I  knew,  Gale  was 
introducing  me  to  the  Rev.  Bob 
Long,  St.  Luke’s  senior  pastor, 
with  words  that  made  me  duck 


Faithfully  yours 


my  head  in  embarrassment. 

“The  first  time  I  met  Cynthia  I 
was  doing  a  healing  ministry 
seminar  in  Duncan  (Okla.),” 
Gale  told  Bob.  “When  they  told 
me  ‘the  press’  was  coming,  I 
thought  I’d  get  Connie  Chung 
with  microphones  stuck  in  my 
face.  Instead  we  got  one  of  the 
most  sensitive,  understanding 
stories  about  healing  ministries 
I’ve  ever  seen.  She’s  not  media, 
Bob;  she’s  church.” 

From  that  moment,  I  knew 
that  my  mission  in  Oklahoma 
City  was  not  “media”  but  “min¬ 
istry.”  My  part  in  the  disaster  re¬ 
lief  was  to  listen  to  others’  stories 
from  the  bombing  and  to  carry 
their  stories  back  to  the  church  at 
large  (see  related  editorial  on  this 
page  and  stories  on  Page  3  of  this 
issue). 

I  know  there  are  ways  to  listen 
without  feeling  the  pain  of  the 
stories.  But  I  can’t  imagine  how 
authentic  those  stories  would  be 
without  that  elemental  sharing, 
that  experience  of  compassion. 

In  sharing  their  hearts  and 
souls  with  me  so  freely,  Oklaho¬ 
ma  City  United  Methodists  reaf¬ 
firmed  for  me  UMR’s  identity 
and  mission  as  “church.”  They 
saw  me — and,  by  extension, 
UMR — as  part  of  their  extended 
Christian  family.  Together  we 
grieved  and  served  and  rejoiced 
to  worship  God  through  the 
shock  and  the  pain. 

I  suspect-that  some  of  my  secu¬ 
lar  media  colleagues  would  look 
askance  at  my  close  identifica¬ 
tion  with  those  about  whom  I 
write.  Perhaps  if  some  of  them 
had  had  more  compassion  for  the 
people  in  Oklahoma  City,  how¬ 
ever,  those  signs  on  the  doors  of 
St.  Luke’s  wouldn’t  have  been 
necessary. 

As  for  me,  I  would  rather  be  a 
storyteller  in  the  family  of  God 
than  queen  of  the  media  uni¬ 
verse. 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLC 


'Our'  UMC  needs  to  keep  its  diversity 


Once  again  a  church  member  has 
written  to  complain  about  the  “off 
the  wall"  letters  he  reads  in  the  Re¬ 
porter  and  to  call  the  church  “back 
to  classic,  orthodox  Christianity” 
(see  UMR,  April  21). 

Those  not  actively  pursuing  the 
writer’s  version  of  orthodoxy  are 
saddled  with  a  variety  of  names,  are 
accused  of  destroying  “our”  church, 
and  are  “encouraged”  to  leave  the 
UMC  for  an  organization  that 
“thinks  like  they  do.” 

I  suppose  I  could  be  included  as 
one  of  those  that  the  writer  so  de¬ 
spises,  except  that:  1 )  I  was  baptized 
as  an  infant  in  a  Methodist  Church;  2) 
the  religious  training  I  have  had,  since 
a  child,  has  been  in  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church;  3)  my  college  and  semi¬ 
nary  degrees  are  both  from  United 
Methodist-related  institutions;  and  4) 
my  ordination  as  an  elder  is  granted 
by  The  United  Methodist  Church. 

I  believe  that  these  points  qualify 
me  to  call  The  United  Methodist 
Church  “my”  church  as  well.  Fur¬ 
thermore,  there  are  a  good  number 
of  people  in  The  United  Methodist 
Church  who  believe  as  I  do,  so  I  am 
quite  comfortable  being  here,  thank 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 

you  very  much. 

Unlike  the  previous  writer,  how¬ 
ever,  I  believe  there  is  room  in 
“my”  church — “our”  church — for  a 
diversity  of  viewpoints.  We  each 
have  strengths  to  share.  The  church 
needs  such  diversity  to  thrive  and 
grow  into  a  fuller  understanding  of 
and  relationship  with  God. 

David  M.  Garrett 
Collierville,  Tennessee 

What's  happening? 

The  April  21  Reporter  contained 
a  letter  bemoaning  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  clergy  who  are  “just  getting  by.” 

I  recommend  that  the  anonymous 
writer  consult  the  retirees  who  began 
their  ministry  40  or  50  years  ago.  Par¬ 
sonage  rental  value  was  considered 
part  of  salary.  No ,  travel,  utilities, 
business,  educational,  or  Social  Secu¬ 
rity  expenses  were  known  nor  given. 

My  district  superintendent  toured 
various  seminaries  and  was  often 


asked  about  our  conference,  “What 
are  your  perks?"  Recently  another 
young  woman  I  know  was  considering 
the  ministry.  She  was  discouraged 
from  it  because  the  salary  package 
was  not  sufficient. 

What  is  happening  to  us?  We  utter 
sanctimonious  statements  about  the 
"poor  . . .  powerless  . . .  demoralized, 
poverty  stricken  people”  and  forget 
there  are  such  while  we  have  a  secure 
station  in  life. 

When  our  laity  read  such  a  letter  af¬ 
ter  struggling  to  raise  the  ministerial 
package,  what  must  be  their  percep¬ 
tion  of  ministerial  calling? 

Ernest  Cummings 
Rockford,  Illinois 

Misrepresented 

UMR’s  April  14  editorial  about 
Jesus’  Resurrection  completely  mis¬ 
represents  the  perspective  of  the  Je¬ 
sus  Seminar.  You  say  that  Jesus 
Seminar  scholars  say  the  Resurrec¬ 
tion  didn’t  happen,  and  that  they 
demand  physical  evidence  to  sup¬ 
port  relief.  This  is  not  what  the  Je¬ 
sus  Seminar  says!  Like  you,  they  say 
“SOMETHING  happened.” 

If  you  are  going  to  continue  to 
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criticize  the  views  of  the  Jesus  Sem¬ 
inar  at  least  get  their  perspective 
right  first. 

As  a  campus  minister  who  teach¬ 
es  both  church  and  university  class¬ 
es  on  the  work  of  the  Jesus  Seminar, 
I  see  many  people  finding  an  en¬ 
riched  faith  and  others  discovering 
faith  in  Jesus  Christ  for  the  first 
time  through  the  Christian  witness 
of  these  scholars. 

Mark  Rutledge 
Albuquerque,  New  Mexico 

We  sent  a  banner 

I  appreciate  the  stand  recent 
UMR  editorials  took  in  challenging 
the  Jesus  Seminar’s  findings  regard¬ 
ing  the  Resurrection. 

Our  Easter  Sunday  worship  was  a 
response  to  the  Jesus  Seminar.  We 
sent  a  banner  stating  our  views  to 
Robert  Funk,  the  organizer  of  the 
Jesus  Seminar. 

Thank  you  for  the  excellent  publi¬ 
cation  you  offer  the  church. 

Stuart  Greene 
Marietta,  Georgia 


Tell  us  your  views! 

Address  letters  for  publication 
to  "Letters  to  the  Editor."  Include 
your  full  name,  address  and 
telephone  number: 

(i)By  mail  1 6  P.O.  Box  660275, 
Dallas, TX  75266-0275 
■  By  fax  to  214-630-0079 
r  By  E-mail: 

Via  EcuNet:  mailbox  "UMR" 
Via  CompuServe:  76113,662 
Via  Internet: 

761 1 3.662@compuserve.com 


I’m  helping  to  build 
a  church  right  now! 

T  The  investment  I  chose  pays  me 
interest  and  builds  churches. 
LA  Would  you  like  to  help  too? 

United  Methodist  Development  Fund  accepts  investments  from 
United  Methodist  individuals  or  organizations,  sends  them  an  inter¬ 
est  check  twice  a  year,  then  lends  that  money  to  United  Methodist 
churches  for  new  construction  and/or  renovation. 


Notes  may  be  purchased  for  as  little  as  $100.  The  Fund’s  sole  purpose 
is  to  promote  the  mission  of  The  United  Methodist  Church  by  pro¬ 
viding  first  mortgage  loans  to  churches.  This  is  not  an  offer  of  sale. 
All  offerings  are  made  only  by  the  Offering  Circular. 


Interest  Rates 

IRA 

Flexible 

7.50% 

4.50% 

1  Year  Term 

4  Year  Term 

6.50% 

7.50% 

Call  or  write  for 
the  Offering  Circular: 

The  United  4;  N 

Methodist  \ 

Development  Fund  f 
Room  320 

475  Riverside  Drive 
New  York 
NY  10115 

(212)  870-3856  or 
1-800-862-8633 


If  you’re  a  church, 
for  mortgage 
information,  call: 
(212)  870-3865 


Faith  in  the  world 


Faith  .  . 
_ watch 

HATE  GROUPS  CONDEMNED: 

Hate  groups  that  prey  on  rural  Americans  were 
strongly  condemned  by  the  United  Methodist 
General  Council  on  Ministries  recently  meeting 
in  Houston.  Speaking  in  the  context  of  the 
bombings  of  the  Murrah  Federal  Building  in 
Oklahoma  City,  the  church’s  top  program  coor¬ 
dinating  agency  said  “the  tragedy  of  the  bomb¬ 
ing  and  the  loss  of  lives  of  innocent  children, 
women  and  men  emerges  from  a  climate  of  hate 
and  violence  espoused  by  various  'right  wing 
hate  groups,’  many  of  which  are  based  in  rural 
settings.”  No  specific  group  was  mentioned. 

CHURCH  SUPPORTED:  Letters  of  sup¬ 
port  were  sent  last  week  by  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  General  Council  on  Ministries,  meeting  in 
Houston,  to  three  United  Methodists  in  the 
Decker,  Mich.,  area  where  the  farm  of  James 
and  Terry  Nichols  has  figured  in  investigation 
of  the  Oklahoma  City  bombing.  Decker  United 
Methodist  Church  was  the  setting  for  a  recent 
“town  meeting”  on  the  ABC  television  pro¬ 
gram  Nightline.  Receiving  the  letters  were  the 
Rev.  James  Rencontre,  pastor  of  the  Decker 
church;  Chaplain  Philip  Marowski,  a  United 
Methodist  rural  chaplain,  and  Joan  Chapin,  a 
director  of  the  church’s  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

SECOND  MILE  GIVING:  United 

Methodists  gave  nearly  $30.5  million  in  “sec¬ 
ond  mile”  support  of  special  mission  programs 
in  the  U.S.  and  50  other  countries  during  1994, 

according  to  a  recent  report  to  directors  of  the 
denomination’s  Advance  fund.  The  figure,  the 
fourth  highest  total  in  the  program’s  46-year 
history,  includes  $1.6  million  for  the  special 
Bishops’  Appeal  for  Africa  and  contributions 
for  disaster  relief  following  tornadoes  in  the 
Southeastern  United  States  and  earthquakes  in 
Los  Angeles  and  Japan. 

FAST  FOR  ABOLITION:  Retired  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Bishop  C.  Dale  White  was  among 
religious  leaders  recently  calling  for  a  “fast  for 
the  abolition  of  nuclear  weapons”  at  the  United 
Nations  in  New  York  City.  Bishop  White  has 
joined  other  concerned  citizens  fasting  for  a 
day  or  more  as  the  Non-Proliferation  Treaty 
Review  and  Extension  Conference  continues  at 
the  U.N.  through  May  12.  Coordinated  by  the 
Nuclear  Age  Peace  Foundation,  the  fast  calls 
attention  to  the  fact  that  the  26-day  U.N.  con¬ 
ference  is  the  first  such  event  since  the  end  of 
the  cold  war. 

PEACE  IN  LIBERIA:  United  Methodist 

Bishop  Arthur  F.  Kulah  of  Liberia  recently  met 
in  Washington  with  U.S.  government  legislative 
and  executive  branch  staffs  to  tell  them  that 
hope  for  peace  still  exists  in  Liberia.  Efforts  of 
an  interfaith  committee  and  an  African  peace¬ 
keeping  force  largely  have  gone  unreported  in 
the  U.S.,  Bishop  Kulah  said,  so  he  said  he 
hopes  United  Methodists  will  advise  the  peo¬ 
ple  who  represent  them  in  Congress. 

LIVES  THE  ROLE:  A  panel  of  eight  or¬ 
dained  women  ministers  in  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Central  Texas  regional  conference  agreed  to 
watch  the  first  episode  of  Amazing  Grace,  star¬ 
ring  Patty  Duke  on  NBC-TV,  and  evaluate  it. 
Their  general  impression  was  that  the  show 
has  potential  for  delivering  profound  messages 
of  faith  even  though  the  first  episode  was 
found  lacking  in  depth. 


workers,  for  parents  of  murdered 
children,  for  Sunday  school  teach¬ 
ers  and  others  who  may  work  with 
traumatized  children.” 

In  addition,  St.  Luke’s  has 
"adopted"  some  of  the  victims 
families  and  some  former  resi¬ 
dents  of  the  blast-area  downtown 
YMCA. 

“In  one  family,  the  father  had 
been  promoted  and  had  been  on 
the  job  only  two  weeks  when  the 
bombing  happened,”  said  Dr. 
Long.  “The  family  is  still  living  at 
the  Ramada  Inn,  and  they  have  no 
community  here  at  all.  Now  their 
father’s  dead,  and  we’re  just  help¬ 
ing  them  through  all  the  decisions 
they  have  to  make.” 

Dr.  Long  added  that  he  and 
other  ministers  in  Oklahoma 
City  are  considering  another 
prayer  service,  possibly  over  the 
Memorial  Day  weekend. 

“People  have  an  increased 
awareness  of  the  need  for  spiritu¬ 
ality,  for  faith,  in  their  lives,”  he 
said.  “We  want  to  meet  that  need 
for  them.” 

Training  for  clergy 

The  Rev.  John  Rusco,  a  United 
Methodist  clergyman  and  an  offi¬ 
cial  at  Oklahoma  City  University, 
is  heading  an  ecumenical  program 
for  the  Oklahoma  Conference  of 
Churches  that  will  train  pastors 
and  church  staff  to  deal  with  the 
aftermath  of  the  bombing  among 
their  congregations. 

“We’re  going  to  have  sessions 
every  week  for  as  long  as  we  think 
we  need  them,”  Dr.  Rusco  said. 

The  first  sessions  last  week 
covered  crisis  intervention  and 
crisis  counseling,  Dr.  Rusco  told 
the  Reporter.  Other  topics  will  be 
identified  as  needs  arise. 

Disaster  chaplains 

The  Rev.  Robert  Allen,  a  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  pastor  in  Edmond, 
Okla.,  is  coordinating  the  corps 
of  chaplains  serving  rescue  work¬ 
ers  at  the  bomb  site  and  people  at 
shelters. 

Dr.  Allen  was  asked  to  head 
the  chaplaincy  effort  by  Oklaho¬ 
ma  City’s  mayor  because  of  his 
experience  counseling  victims 
and  survivors  of  a  gunman’s  at¬ 
tack  on  the  Edmond  post  office 
some  years  ago. 

Additional  efforts 

Glenna  Ellis,  a  staff  member  at 
Chapel  Hill  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Oklahoma  City,  re¬ 
ported  that  her  church  and  Wes¬ 
ley  United  Methodist  Church 
also  have  been  serving  as  coun¬ 
seling  sites. 

Both  churches  have  contribut¬ 
ed  staff  to  the  relief  efforts.  The 
Rev.  Guy  Ames,  disaster  re¬ 
sponse  coordinator  for  the  Okla¬ 
homa  Annual  Conference,  is 
senior  pastor  of  Chapel  Hill. 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 


As  national 
media  have 
made  plain,  the 
healing  process 
has  begun  in 
Oklahoma  City. 

What  national 
media  could  not 
be  expected  to  make  plain  is  that 
United  Methodists  are  at  the 
forefront  of  nearly  every  relief 
and  recovery  effort. 

As  of  April  28,  the  following 
are  latest  reports  on  church  activ¬ 
ities  to  help  victims,  rescuers  and 
Oklahoma  City  residents  recover 
from  the  April  1 9  bombing  of  the 
A.P.  Murrah  Federal  Building. 


First  UMC,  Oklahoma  City 

The  Rev.  Nick  Harris,  senior 
pastor  of  the  church  130  feet 
southeast  of  the  bomb  site,  said 
that  offers  of  help  have  been 
pouring  in  from  people  across 
the  United  States. 

“I’m  just  so  grateful  to  every¬ 
one,”  Dr.  Harris  said. 

Perhaps  the  biggest  single  con¬ 
tribution  came  April  27  when  the 
Rev.  Randolph  P.  Nugent,  chief 
executive  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  General  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries,  called  Dr.  Harris  to 
pledge  $100,000  from  the 
board’s  National  Division  to  re¬ 
build  First  Church  (see  related 
graphic  below). 

Restoration  of  the  historic 
building  on  the  downtown  comer 
of  Fourth  and  Robinson  appears 
more  likely  following  an  April  26 
inspection  by  the  U.S.  Army 
Corps  of  Engineers,  the  Federal 
Emergency  Management  Agency 
and  the  Oklahoma  City  engineer. 
Dr.  Harris  said. 

Two  days  prior  to  the  explo¬ 
sion,  Dr.  Harris  said,  a  building 
Icommittee  for 
First  Church 
had  been 
formed  to  look 
at  expanding 
the  campus  of 
the  1,800-mem¬ 
ber  church.  The 
congregation 
had  been  hold¬ 
ing  two  Sunday  services  because 
its  300-seat  sanctuary  can’t  ac¬ 
commodate  everyone. 

“The  architect  now  thinks  that 
he  can  restore  the  original  1904 
design  of  the  sanctuary,  then 
wrap  a  new  1,500-seat  worship 
and  education  center  around  it,” 
the  pastor  explained.  “Then  we 
could  use  the  smaller  chapel  for 
weddings  and  such.” 

Church  offices  have  been 
moved  into  an  8,000-square-feet 
suite  on  the  28th  floor  of  First 
National  Center  two  blocks 


Nick  Harris 


away. 


UMR  PHOTO  BV  KEITH  HEAD 

OKLAHOMA  CITY — Oklahoma  Conference  communicator  Boyce  Bowden,  left,  helps  Ginny 
Tonemah  Underwood  of  United  Methodist  Communications  videotape  the  story  of  the  Rev.  Bob 
Long,  senior  pastor  of  St.  Luke's  United  Methodist  Church,  and  his  congregation.  St.  Luke's 
served  as  a  Red  Cross  shelter  to  help  victims,  rescuers  and  Oklahoma  City  residents  recover 
from  the  April  19  bombing  of  the  A.P.  Murrah  Federal  Building  (see  related  story  above). 


Church  offers  personal  delivery  to  children 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

The  people  of  Southern  Hills 
United  Methodist  Church  in 
Oklahoma  City  have  decided  to 
become  a  personal  delivery  ser¬ 
vice  for  children  most  affected  by 
the  April  19  bombing. 

Located  nine  miles  from  the 
bombed  federal  building,  this  959- 
member  congregation  has  assumed 
responsibility  to  hand-deliver  let¬ 
ters  and  care  packages  of  teddy 
bears,  crayons,  coloring  books  and 
other  toys  to  children  of  Oklahoma 
City.  The  church  guarantees  that 
donated  items  will  be  received  by 


Meanwhile,  First  Church  staff 
and  members  fulfilled  the  prom¬ 
ise  they  made  during  their  April 
23  worship  to  return  to  down¬ 
town  Oklahoma  City. 

The  church’s  lunchtime  Bible 
study,  Loaves  and  Fishes,  re¬ 
sumed  April  25,  meeting  in  a 
room  donated  by  the  First  Na¬ 
tional  Center. 

“We  packed  the  room,  so  on 
Thursday  [April  27]  they  moved 
us  to  a  larger  room,”  Dr.  Harris 
said.  “I  think  we’ve  had  about  400 
people  participate  this  week.” 

Even  as  the  recovery  proceeds, 
some  anguish  remains. 

Dr.  Harris  said  that  through 


children  who  have  lost  a  parent  or 
parents,  have  been  displaced  or 
need  reassurance. 

This  care-campaign  is  being 
led  by  diaconal  ministers  of 
churches  in  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  North  and  South  Districts  of 
Oklahoma  City.  The  project  be¬ 
gan  after  the  congregations  ex¬ 
plored  ways  to  personalize  their 
concerns  for  children  affected  by 
the  disaster. 

According  to  Bruce  Stevens, 
director  of  children’s  ministry  at 
Southern  Hills  church,  “partici¬ 
pating  in  the  ministry  gives  all  of 


published  photos  of  the  deceased 
he  has  recognized  four  people  who 
previously  came  to  Loaves  and 
Fishes.  In  addition,  the  north  lob¬ 
by  of  the  church  is  still  being  used 
as  a  morgue,  so  rescue  officials  are 
keeping  church  staff  and  members 
out  of  their  building. 

For  the  foreseeable  future,  the 
congregation  will  worship  at 
United  Methodist-related  Okla¬ 
homa  City  University. 

St.  Luke's  UMC 

The  Rev.  Bob  Long,  senior 
pastor  of  St.  Luke’s  United 
Methodist  Church,  said  that 
“things  are  winding  down  a  little 


us  a  chance  to  share  with  the 
children  and  help  them  work 
through  their  feelings  and  fears.” 

One  of  the  congregation’s  per¬ 
sonal  touch  responses  occurred 
after  a  money-jar  collection  to¬ 
taled  $  1 ,200  for  relief  efforts. 

Churches  of  Oklahoma  City 
invite  congregations  and  individ¬ 
uals  from  across  United  Method¬ 
ism  to  join  them  in  the  care 
campaign.  Childcare  packages 
should  be  sent  to  Southern  Hills 
United  Methodist  Church,  8200 
South  Pennsylvania,  Oklahoma 
City,  OK  73159. 


bit”  at  the  Red  Cross  shelter  set 
up  in  the  church’s  community 
life  center. 

“We  think  that  by  the  weekend 
[of  April  29-30]  the  shelter  may 
close,”  he  said.  "Most  of  the  dis¬ 
placed  people  who  were  staying 
here  have  been  resettled.” 

Now  St.  Luke’s  staff  and  mem¬ 
bers  are  preparing  to  host  long¬ 
term  counseling  sessions  at  the 
church. 

“This  weekend  (April  29-30)  we 
will  have  about  900  firefighters 
and  their  spouses  here  for  crisis 
counseling,”  Dr.  Long  said.  “Then 
we  have  some  kind  of  counseling 
going  every  night:  for  federal 


Churches  lead  OKC  recovery  efforts 


At  Asbury 
Seminar}',  It’s 
Who  You  Know 
That  Counts 


"  eorgc  Hunter  was 
r  a  fish  out  of  water 
~  the  summer  of  "62.  As 
a  seminary  student,  he  spent 
eight  weeks  sharing  his  faith 
with  "Muscle  Beach" 
surfers,  beatniks  and  body 
builders.  They  thought  he 
was  from  another  planet  — 
stained-glass  church  jargon 
made  little  sense  to  these 
folks.  That  experience  set 
Hunter  on  a  lifetime  quest 
that  has  placed  him  among 
the  leading  authorities  on 
communicating  the  Gospel 
to  secular  people. 

As  Dean  of  Asbuiy 
Seminaiy’s  E.  Stanley 
Jones  School  of  World 
Mission  and  Evangelism, 

Dr.  Hunter  specializes  in 
teaching  students  how  to 
present  the  unchanging 
truth  of  the  Gospel  to  our 
post-Christian  world.  And 
in  a  world  that’s  adrift  in 
sea  of  pluralism,  the  mission 
field  isn’t  just  overseas— its 
over  a  cup  of  coffee,  over 
the  neighbors  hedges,  over¬ 
looking  12th  &  Vine. 

So  meet  George  Hunter. 
And  prepare  to  meet  your 
world  with  the  life-chang¬ 
ing  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Contact  the  office  of 
admissions  today  at  1  -800- 
2- ASBURY. 


A  Asbury 

Theological 
it  Seminary 
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UMCOR  praises  Oklahoma 
disaster  response  teams 


Bomb  victims 
identified 

Among  the  known  dead  from 
the  Oklahoma  City  bombing  who 
are  United  Methodists  or  have 
United  Methodist  ties: 

Cynthia  Lynn  Campbell  Brown. 

a  Secret  Service  agent  whose 
body  was  the  first  identified.  She 
had  been  married  six  weeks  earli¬ 
er  to  Ron  Brown  at  Grace  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Sherman, 
Texas,  where  her  funeral  was 
held  April  24. 

Colleen  Guiles,  an  Oklahoma 
City  civic  and  business  leader, 
sister  of  the  Rev.  Jim  Chandler, 
pastor  of  Trinity  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Arlington,  Tex¬ 
as.  Her  funeral  was  held  April  28 
at  First  Baptist  Church  in  Okla¬ 
homa  City. 

Raymond  Lee  Johnson,  hus¬ 
band  of  Anne  Marshall,  staff 
member  with  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  General  Commission  on 
Christian  Unity  and  Interreli¬ 
gious  Concerns.  Mr.  Johnson 
worked  for  the  Social  Security 
Administration  and  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Native  American 
Church.  A  memorial  was  held 
April  28  at  Mary  Clark  Indian 
United  Methodist  Church,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  a  traditional  Native 
American  service  on  April  29. 

Names  of  additional  victims 
with  United  Methodist  ties  will 
be  reported  as  they  become 
known. 


By  DENISE  IOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

Officials  of  the 
United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Re¬ 
lief  are  praising  the 
disaster  response 
team  in  the 
church’s  Oklahoma 
Annual  Conference 
for  their  resourcefulness  in  the 
midst  of  crisis. 

“Oklahoma  conference  has  one  of 
the  best-trained  disaster  response 
teams  in  the  nation,”  said  UMCOR 
spokesperson  Wendy  Whiteside. 
“They  know  what  they  are  doing 
because  they  have  been  through 
several  disasters. 

“Their  minds  work  like  comput¬ 
ers.  They  get  the  training,  store  it  in 
their  memory  banks,  then  call  it 
back  up  immediately  whenever 
their  help  is  needed.” 

Due  to  the  magnitude  of  the 
Oklahoma  disaster,  UMCOR  dis¬ 
patched  catastrophic  team  members 
Barbara  Weaver  of  Buffalo,  N.Y., 
and  the  Rev.  Lee  Bines  of  Sumter, 
S.C.,  to  assist  in  the  effort.  Their 
primary  assignment  was  to  lead  two 
seminars  dealing  with  grief  issues 
for  people  in  Oklahoma  City  work¬ 
ing  with  pre-school  and  elementary 
children. 

An  expert  in  ministries  with  chil¬ 
dren  during  a  disaster,  Mrs.  Weaver 
recently  completed  a  study  on  death 
issues  with  children. 


In  addition  to  helping  lead  the 
children’s  workshops,  Mr.  Bines 
was  asked  to  do  some  debriefing 
with  African-American  and  Native 
American  clergy  on  issues  of  con¬ 
cern  for  people  of  color. 

He  also  met  with  United  Method¬ 
ist  Oklahoma  Indian  Missionary 
Conference  leaders  involved  in  di¬ 
saster  recovery. 

Meanwhile,  a  tentative  schedule 
is  being  drawn  up  to  utilize  groups 
that  have  indicated  a  desire  to  come 
help  the  Oklahomans. 

The  Rev.  Larry  Acton,  an  UM¬ 
COR  catastrophic  disaster  team 
member  and  directoi  of  the  Oklaho¬ 
ma  conference  volunteers-in-mission 
program,  thanked  United  Method¬ 
ists  from  many  states  who  called 
and  said  “We’re  ready  to  help.” 

“Your  prayers,  your  faxes,  your 
cards  and  your  letters  have  strenth- 
ened  us  when  we  really  needed  it,” 
Mr.  Acton  said. 

“We  know  that  you  want  to  help, 
and  you  can — as  soon  as  the  federal 
government  has  lifted  the  restric¬ 
tions  of  the  crime  scene.” 

Volunteers  interested  in  being 
placed  on  the  UMCOR  waiting  list 
can  call  (800)  918-3100. 

Counseling  will  focus  on  post- 
traumatic  stress  disorder. 

Also  Oklahoma  Conference  offi¬ 
cials  have  videotaped  the  work¬ 
shops  on  helping  children  deal  with 
traumatic  disasters.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation  contact  George  Elswick  at 
(405)  522-2252,  ext.  110. 


how 
United 
Methodists 
can  help 


If  you  would  like  to 
donate  funds  toward 
the  UMC’s  relief 
effort  in  Oklahoma 
City  mark  your  check: 


General  Domestic 
Disaster  Fund  #901607-1. 


If  you  would  like  to  donate 
toward  the  rebuilding  -0 
of  historic  First  |  \ 

United  Methodist  |  &- 
Church  In  Oklahoma 
City  mark  your  check 


'4k 


Advance  #  982700-1 


Checks  should  be  given  to 
your  church  treasurer  to  be 
sent  to  the  conference  office. 


To  volunteer  for  relief 
efforts  In  OKC  call: 


1-800-918-3100 


for  Instructions.  Volunteers 
should  not  go  to  Oklahoma 
City  to  offer  help  because 
the  bombing  site  Is  still 
a  guarded  crime  scene. 

Also,  donations  of  clothing 
are  not  needed. 
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Faith  at  work 


Faith 

-connections 

ENDORSED  CANDIDATES:  Two  Af¬ 
rican-American  clergywomen  were  endorsed  as 
candidates  for  United  Methodist  bishop  by 
Black  Methodists  for  Church  Renewal 
clergywomen  meeting  in  Charleston,  S.C.,  re¬ 
cently,  They  are  J.  Jeanette  Cooper,  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Newark  District,  West  Ohio 
regional  conference,  and  Mary  Brown  Oliver, 
superintendent  of  the  Washington-Columbia 
District,  Baltimore-Washington  conference. 

IMMIGRATION  REFORM:  Reform  of 

the  U.S.  immigrant  detention  system  moved  a 
step  closer  April  19  with  the  first  of  five  region¬ 
al  forums  bringing  together  the  legal  and  advo¬ 
cacy  communities  working  for  justice  in  the 
structure.  “Around  our  country,  immigrants 
are  being  held  in  often  inhumane  conditions,” 
said  the  Rev.  Joan  Maruskin,  pastor  of  Christ 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Yoe,  Pa.,  and  co¬ 
ordinator  of  People  of  the  Golden  Vision,  an 
interfaith  coalition  for  immigrants’  rights. 

'HUNGER'  IDENTIFIED:  A  “Consulta¬ 
tion  on  Spiritual  Guidance  in  the  Church”  is 

scheduled  for  Nov.  8-12  in  Nashville  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Upper  Room  division  of  the 
United  Methodist  General  Board  of  Disciple- 
ship.  Participants  in  a  recent  session  in  Nash¬ 
ville  leading  up  to  that  consultation  contended 
that  a  great  hunger  for  God  exists  across  the 
country.  Both  events  are  part  of  a  response  to  a 
mandate  from  the  church’s  1992  legislative 
General  Conference  to  explore  the  current 
spiritual  direction  of  the  church.  According  to 
the  Rev.  Stephen  Bryant,  director  of  program 
ministries  for  the  Upper  Room,  a  spiritual  re¬ 
vival  is  occurring  across  the  country  but  unfor¬ 
tunately  not  always  in  the  church.  He  cited  the 
New  Age  movement  as  an  example. 

FIVE  WIN  GRANTS:  Five  doctoral  can¬ 
didates  preparing  for  careers  in  theological  edu¬ 
cation  are  1995-96  recipients  of  the  41st 
annual  graduate  fellowships  offered  by  the 
United  Methodist  Church’s  Division  of  Or¬ 
dained  Ministry.  Each  will  receive  a  grant  of 
$10,000  to  $1 1,000  to  prepare  to  teach  in  sem¬ 
inaries  or  to  teach  religion-related  subjects  in 
universities  or  colleges.  Winners  are  Deborah 
A.  Appier,  studying  the  Hebrew  Bible  in  the 
Ph.D  program  at  Vanderbilt  University  in 
Nashville;  Mark  Y.  Davies,  studying  social  eth¬ 
ics  in  the  Ph.D  program  at  Boston  University; 
Lucretia  A.  Fehrmann,  studying  religion  and 
psychological  studies  in  the  Ph.D  program  at 
Iliff  School  of  Theology  and  the  University  of 
Denver  in  Denver;  Linda  J.  Gesling,  studying 
religion  and  American  culture  in  the  doctoral 
program  at  Garrett-Evangelical  Theological 
Seminary  and  Northwestern  University  in  Ev¬ 
anston,  Ill.,  and  Heung-Gyu  Kim,  studying  sys¬ 
tematic  theology  in  the  doctoral  program  at 
Southern  Methodist  University  in  Dallas. 


Local  to  global  [fWhat  should  the  church  look  Iike7 

church  structure 
change  proposed 


By  DANIEL  R.  GANGLER 

Associate  Editor 

HOUSTON  —  If  approved 
next  year  by  United  Method¬ 
ism’s  top  legislative  body,  an 
emerging  plan  would  noticeably 
change  how  the  church  is  struc¬ 
tured  from  local  to  global. 

New  to  this  proposed  plan  over 
one  presented  in  January  is  the 
name  of  the  program  organiza¬ 
tion.  It  now  is  called  Nurture,  Out¬ 
reach  and  Witness  Ministries. 
This  unit  would  focus  on  mission 
and  ministry  both  within  and  be¬ 
yond  the  church  (see  diagram). 

Currently  in  use 

The  nurture-outreach-witness 
form  is  used  currently  in  congrega¬ 
tions  choosing  the  Administrative 
Council  style  of  organization. 

“Nurture"  includes  education, 
worship  and  stewardship.  “Out¬ 
reach”  includes  ministries  of  com¬ 
passion  and  advocacy  beyond  the 
congregation.  “Witness”  includes 
evangelism,  membership,  spiritual 
formation  and  other  witnesses  to 
the  Christian  faith. 

All  of  these  combined — nur¬ 
ture,  outreach  and  witness — are 
seen  as  constituting  the  church’s 
program  ministries.  The  three- 
part  program  ministries  would 
overlap  with  administration  min¬ 
istries  and  leadership  ministries 
(see  diagram). 

The  overlapping  ministries  con¬ 
cept  in  the  local  church  would  be 
repeated  in  two  other  “parts”  of 
the  church  now  known  as  “lev¬ 
els” — the  annual  conference  and 
regional  conference.  The  inner 
structure  of  a  fourth  “part” — the 
proposed  global  conference — is 
yet  to  be  determined. 

Merge  into  'council' 

In  each  part  where  they  exist, 
the  three  overlapping  ministries 
would  merge  into  a  representa¬ 
tive  legislative  body  simply 
called  “The  Council.”  An  even 
smaller  group  from  the  overlap¬ 
ping  portions  would  be  known  as 


“The  Vision  Forum.”  The  Vision 
Forum  would  initiate  and  evalu¬ 
ate  The  Council’s  ministry  and 
mission  projects  and  programs. 

The  church’s  general  coordi¬ 
nating  body,  the  General  Council 
on  Ministries,  received  the  re¬ 
vised  plan  April  22-26  from  the 
council’s  Connectional  Issues 
Study  task  force. 

All  four  parts  of  the  church  are 
intended  to  interact  with  each 
other  part  rather  than  be  hierar¬ 
chical  like  the  top-down  struc¬ 
ture  now  used  by  the  denomina¬ 
tion. 

Other  items  under  consider¬ 
ation  by  the  task  force  include  a 
revised  vision  statement,  the 
roles  of  bishop  and  district  super¬ 
intendent  and  the  global  aspects 
•  of  the  church. 

A  revised  structure  plan  will  be 
presented  for  final  ratification  by 
the  General  Council  on  Minis¬ 
tries  in  its  Nov.  27-Dec.  1  meet¬ 
ing  at  Indianapolis  in  preparation 
for  action  by  the  1996  General 
Conference. 

The  council  also  approved  a 
four  year — 1997-2000 — transi¬ 
tional  process  to  facilitate  the  de¬ 
velopment  of  the  plan. 


This  is  the  proposed 
structure  for  The  United 
Methodist  Church 
that  is  under  review 
by  the  denomination's 
General  Council  on 
Ministries. 


( 


L 


I  Global 
Conference 


The  design  of  the 
Global  Conference  is 
still  being  developed. 


Leadership--, 

Ministries 


I  Regional 

Conference 


"Regional  Conference” 
replaces  the  current 
"General  Conference." 


UMR  ILLUSTRATION  BY  DEBRA  MCKNIGHT 
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Overlapping  areas  in  the  larger,  lighter 
shade  will  make  up  “The  Council." 


Highlights: 

•  Which  part  of  the  church  will 
i  relate  to  the  denomination's 

•  existing  boards  and 

:  agencies  of  the  church 
has  not  yet  been  proposed. 

'  A  revised  plan  will  be  presented 
for  ratification  by  the  council  at 
its  November  meeting,  preparing 
to  present  a  plan  to  the  1996 
General  Conference. 


Overlapping  areas  in  the  smaller  and  darker! 
shade  will  make  up  "The  Vision  Forum."  I 


Questions  abound;  support  remains  scattered 


HOUSTON — The  current  task 
force  study  of  United  Methodist 
structure  continues  to  raise  more 
questions  than  support. 

The  latest  plan  was  approved 
in  principle  by  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  General  Council  on  Minis¬ 
tries  in  Houston  April  22-26  (see 
related  story  above).  A  more 
complete  plan  was  promised  for 
the  Nov.  27-Dec.  1  council  meet¬ 
ing  in  Indianapolis. 

Many  questions  surrounded 
the  proposed  interactive  rela¬ 
tions  among  newly  defined 
“parts”  of  the  church  (now 
known  as  “levels”). 

Many  council  members  ex¬ 


pressed  concern  about  the  plan’s 
balance  between  flexibility  and 
authority  in  local  churches. 

Defending  the  report,  task 
force  member  Jody  Parks  Mox- 
ley  of  Titusville,  Fla.,  said, 
“Freedom  is  given  to  be  the 
church  at  whatever  level  you 
look  in  the  Book  of  Discipline.” 

The  Rev.  Peter  Chen  of  San 
Jose,  Calif.,  was  concerned  that 
the  church  interact  with  the 
world  and  did  not  see  evidence 
of  such  interaction  in  the  report. 

Giving  a  plus  for  the  design, 
Elizabeth  St.  Clair  of  Greenville, 
Del.,  said,  “I  like  the  leadership 
development  in  the  plan — clergy 


and  laity  working  together.” 

The  Rev.  John  Cook  of  East 
Aurora,  N.Y.,  wanted  to  know 
where  decisions  would  be  made, 
especially  in  relation  to  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  existing  agencies. 

“Is  this  going  to  be  one  pro¬ 
gram  area  with  seven  program 
agencies?”  asked  Betty  Sanders 
Gordon  of  Bluefield,  W.Va., 
about  functions  at  the  church’s 
national  level. 

Task  force  chairwoman  Bette 
Trumble  of  Springfield,  Neb.,  an¬ 
swered,  “We  have  not  discussed 
whether  the  agencies  will  remain 
in  the  regional  conference  cir¬ 
cle.” 


There  was  near-unanimous 
support  for  the  principle  and  di¬ 
rection  of  the  plan,  but  members 
said  they  need  more  detailed  in¬ 
formation  before  they  will  ap¬ 
prove  a  plan. 

The  four-hour  discussion  of 
the  27-page  report  brought  nu¬ 
merous  suggestions  and  keen 
questions  for  the  task  force  about 
the  episcopacy,  superintendency, 
biblical  grounding,  the  size  and 
number  of  church  agencies,  cam¬ 
pus  ministry,  apportionments, 
local  church  flexibility,  account¬ 
ability,  legalities  of  pensions  and 
finances,  consensus-style  legislat¬ 
ing  and  transition. 


Glamourous  grannies — all  UMs — sweep  pageant  awards 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 
Associate  Editor 

Open  a  new  window,  open  a  new 
door. 

Travel  a  new  highway  you've  never 
been  down  before. 

— from  ''Marne” 
With  song,  dance,  comedy  and  a 
zest  for  life,  three  glamorous  United 
Methodist  grannies  swept  the 
awards  at  a  recent  preliminary  of 
Ms.  Senior  America  Pageant. 

The  pageant — in  which  contes¬ 
tants  age  60  or  older  from  45  states 
are  judged  on  philosophy  of  life,  in- 


terviews,  talent  and  evening 
gown — promotes  positive  aspects  of 
growing  older. 

In  the  Arkansas  preliminary, 
Constance  Waddell,  65,  a  former 
volunteer-in-mission  to  Chile  and 
wife  of  the  Rev.  Don  Waddell  of 
Bella  Vista,  Ark.,  won  the  title  of 
Ms.  Senior  Arkansas. 

Helen  Baker,  69,  a  member  of  the 
administrative  board  of  First  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  Batesville, 
was  first  runner-up.  Carma  Jean 
Rives,  62,  choir  director  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Au- 
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Constance  Waddell  of  Bella  Vista,  Ark.,  (center)  was  recently 
crowned  Ms.  Senior  Arkansas.  Helen  Baker  of  Batesville,  Ark., 
(right)  was  first  runner-up,  and  Carma  Jean  Rives  of  Augusta,  Ark., 
was  second  runner-up.  All  are  United  Methodists  (see  accompany¬ 
ing  story). 


gusta,  was  second  runner-up. 

Opportunities  to  speak 

In  an  interview  with  the  Reporter, 
Ms.  Waddell,  eight  times  a  grand¬ 
mother,  said  winning  the  pageant 
has  provided  opportunities  for  her 
to  speak  to  large  groups  on  aging. 

“I  have  the  opportunity  to  speak 
about  my  faith  and  about  what  I 
really  believe,”  she  said. 

She  will  compete  in  the  Ms.  Se¬ 
nior  America  Pageant  in  Biloxi, 
Miss.,  May  30-June  5. 

Ms.  Waddell,  a  soprano,  has  a 
long  history  of  singing  and  perform¬ 
ing  with  community  groups. 

Some  20  years  ago,  she  startled 
her  then  husband  (the  late  Rev.  Fer¬ 
ris  Norton)  late  one  night  when  she 
appeared  in  their  parsonage  bed¬ 
room  in  a  nun’s  habit.  He  thought 
he  was  seeing  an  apparition.  How¬ 
ever,  she  had  only  returned  from  a 
dress  rehearsal  of  The  Sound  of  Mu¬ 
sic  where  she  was  singing  in  the 
nun’s  chorus. 

Several  years  later  she  performed 
the  leading  role  of  Mame  in  the  mu¬ 
sical  of  the  same  name. 

Performed  excerpts 

When  she  entered  the  Ms.  Senior 
Arkansas  Pageant  she  decided  to 
perform  excerpts  from  Mame  for 
her  talent  competition. 

“I  love  the  philosophy  of  Mame,” 
she  said.  “Open  a  new  window; 
dance  to  a  new  rhythm.  That  s  what 
we  have  to  do  to  keep  going.” 

Or  perhaps  tap  dance  to  a  new 
rhythm.  Carma  Jean  Rives,  great¬ 


grandmother  of  two  and  grandmoth¬ 
er  of  four,  florist  and  a  dance  teacher 
for  45  years,  did  a  fast  tap  for  her  tal¬ 
ent.  The  lifelong  Methodist  told  the 
Reporter  that  her  children  don’t  live 
in  Augusta,  and  First  Church  has 
become  “like  my  family.” 

Ms.  Rives  filled  in  “temporarily” 
as  choir  director  15  years  ago  and 
has  been  directing  the  choir  ever 
since. 

Helen  Baker  says  she’s  “always 
danced  around  and  clowned 
around.” 

Took  up  tap  dancing 

After  her  husband  died  more 
than  a  year  ago,  the  grandmother  of 
three  said  she  decided  to  take  tap 
dancing  lessons  with  her  daughter. 
The  tap  dancing  led  to  her  entering 
the  pageant,  she  said,  but  she  decid¬ 
ed  against  dancing  for  her  talent 
competition. 

The  United  Methodist  laywom- 
an — she’s  vice  president  of  her  Sun¬ 
day  school  class  and  serves  on  a 
number  of  church  and  community 
committees — performed  an  original 


Tider 'Renovations,  Inc. 

“Complete  Church  Renovations: 
From  Planning  To  Dedication." 
Fort  Worth,  Texas 


1-800-275-1607 


Are  your  seniors  tired  of 
crawling  over  the  HUMP? 
The  solution-  15  passen¬ 
ger  van  w/an  aisle,  raised 
roof,  electric  step.  Call 


Tri-State  1-800-330-3622 


Bible  Software  Clearance 

Entire  Bible  DOS(BBIO),  Strongs., Hebrew  &  Greek  lexicons 
topic  cross  references.  $19  (Scholars  edition  avail.) 

Windows(BB20)/MAC(BB50):Ennre  Bible, topic  crossret., 
bible  diet..  Henry's  commenlary,  $28  (Scholars  edition  avail.) 

CD-ROM  (BB60):HAS  EVERYTHING!  19  Bible  versions, 


plus  games,  clipart.  &  much  more  Wlndows/DOS/MAC  168 
Add  $6  S8H,  Call  NOW  24ht800  991-3004  exl.  1 14  or  send  I 
check  lo:  Harvest  Mlnlstriet,  Bos  6304,  Olympia  WA  98502  | 


comedy  sketch  titled  “Living  in  Old 
Skin  with  Young  Ideas.” 

She  said  four  of  her  nine  sisters 
are  more  than  70.  They  have  been 
her  role  models  for  aging  with  joy. 
One  of  her  over-70  sisters  won  the 
“Bowler  of  the  Year”  title  in  Hele¬ 
na,  Ark.,  last  year,  she  said. 


PEW  CUSHIONS 

custom  made  for  any  style  pew,  Fine  fabrics,  excellent  col¬ 
ors,  competitively  priced.  On  your  next  seating  project, 
contact  Waggoners,  the  cushion  specialists! 

— write  or  call — 

Waggoners,  Inc. 

P.O  Bo,  1037  Hulchiwon.  KS  67504 

NATIONWIDE  1-800-396-7555 


Ms.  Senior  America  Pageant 
sponsors  say  that  the  pageant  hon¬ 
ors  women  who  exemplify  “the  dig¬ 
nity,  maturity  and  inner  beauty 
found  in  all  senior  citizens.” 


FREE  info!  New  discoveries  in 

GOSPEL 

RESEARCH! 

Call  Gospel  Research  Center! 
805-373-0244 


CLASSIFIED 

METHODIST  MISSION  HOME,  San  Antonio 
seeks  Director  of  Development.  Advanced  de¬ 
gree,  S  years  development  or  related  experi¬ 
ence.  Knowledge  of  United  Methodist  Church 
preferred.  CFRE  a  plus.  Position  requires  ex¬ 
tensive  travel.  Send  resume  to:  Larry  Watson, 
President,  Methodist  Mission  Home,  6487 
Whitby  Road,  San  Antonio,  TX  78240.  Posi¬ 
tion  available  July  1st. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION. 
200+  average  Sunday  school.  Position  currently 
available.  Experience  preferred.  Send  resume  to: 
Terrace  UMC,  1203  Wirt  Rd.,  Houston,  TX 
77055.  Fax:  (713)  686-1478. 

PART-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  Minis¬ 
tries  for  1400  church  in  DFW  metroplex.  Coordi¬ 
nate  music  ministries  for  three  services;  direct 
chancel  choir  and  adult  handbell  choir.  Send  re¬ 
sume,  salary  history  and  references  to:  Music 
Search  Committee,  First  UMC,  601  Pleasant 
Ridge,  Mansfield,  TX  76063. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES.  Grow¬ 
ing  program  in  a  1 500  +  member  church.  Work 
with  youth,  parents,  and  church  to  continue  to 
strengthen  a  comprehensive  youth  ministry.  Sala¬ 
ry  negotiable  (commensurate  with  experience). 
Mail  resume  information  by  May  7  to:  Youth  Di¬ 
rector  Search/Screening  Committee,  Austin  Ave¬ 
nue  United  Methodist  Church,  1300  Austin 
Avenue,  Waco,  TX  76701. 

2300-MEMBER  CHURCH  IS  SEEKING  a  Di¬ 
rector  of  Youth  Ministries  to  be  responsible  for 
the  total  youth  program.  Experience  is  required. 
For  further  information  regarding  job  description 
or  application  procedure,  please  contact:  Dr.  Jack 

L.  Hunter,  Front  Street  United  Methodist 
Church,  P.O.  Box  2597,  Burlington,  NC  27216. 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR.  LARGE  membership 
church  in  Peoria  seeking  a  dynamic  individual  to 
lead  and  prow  our  youtn  ministries  (7-12  grade). 
Successful  candidate  must  have  a  personal  rela¬ 
tionship  with  Jesus  Christ  and  a  proven  ability  to 
work  with  youth.  Educational  background  in 
youth  ministry  required,  with  some  experience  in 
counseling.  Bccellent  interpersonal,  as  well  as 
written  and  oral  communication  skills  desired. 
Experience  with  leading  contemporary  music 
program  desired.  Attractive  salaiy  and  benefit 
package  commensurate  with  experience.  For  con¬ 
fidential  consideration,  please  send  resume  and 
salary  requirements  to:  Dr.  George  E;  Morris, 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  116  NE  Perry, 
Peoria,  IL  61603. 

ISRAEL.  SEE  THE  HOLY  LAND.  Organize  10 

people  and  travel  free.  10  days/9  nights.  Only 

S 1 795.00  per  person.  (800)  334-4754. 

SPAIN,  PORTUGAL,  MOROCCO.  October  5- 
18,  1995,  52,095.  Observe  the  intersection  of  the 

3  great  monotheistic  religions.  Experienced  lead¬ 
ership.  Free  brochure.  Dr.  Cecil  Pottieger,  P.O. 
Box  3371,  Frederick,  MD  21705.  (301)  696-8370. 

CHRISTIAN  COMMUNICATIONS  Company 
specializes  in  finding  sources  for  college  ex¬ 
penses.  Scholarships,  grants  and  awards  available 
now  through  database  with  more  than  75,000 
possibilities.  Call  Rainbow  at  1-800-932-PRAY. 

GOSPEL  AEROBICS-  GREAT  MOTHER'S  Day 

gift.  Walk,  bike  or  tap  your  foot  to  17  favorite 
hymns  with  a  beat.  Free  song  book!  Send  $9 
(shipped  priority  day  received)  for  each  tape  to: 
Evelynsong,  Inc.,  Box  925883,  Dept.  M-4,  Hous¬ 
ton,  TX  77292-5883. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  needed 

for  a  fast-growing  2800-member,  "baby  boomer/ 
young  adult”  congregation  to  lead  a  comprehen¬ 
sive  youth  program  (UMYF,  Sunday  school,  mis¬ 
sions,  Bible  studies,  confirmation,  leadership  and 
program  development,  etc.).  Experience  is  neces¬ 
sary,  certification  or  training  in  youth  ministry 
(or  related  field)  is  preferred  but  not  mandatory. 
Salary  is  commensurate  with  experience  and 
training.  Send  resume  by  May  25  to:  Ken  E.  Me- 
Nutt,  Minister  of  Church  Administration,  St. 
Luke's  United  Methodist  Church,  4851  S. 
Apopka-Vineland  Rd.,  Orlando,  FL  32819. 

“DO  YOU  WANT  TO  ADOPT  A  BABY?" 
Methodist  Mission  Home/San  Antonio  now  ac¬ 
cepting  applications.  Texas  and  New  Mexico  resi¬ 
dents  call  (2 10)  696-7021  for  information. 

CHURCH  SOFTWARE-  COMPLETE  finance 

and  membership  programs  for  United  Methodist 
Churches  under  >260.00.  GM  Church  Software, 
P.O.  Box  468,  Whitesboro,  TX  76273-0468. 
(800)  241-2624,  (903)  564-7946. 

EXPERIENCED  LEADER  OF  SINGLE  Adult 

Ministries  in  a  large  church;  teaching,  counseling 
and  administration  gifts  preferred.  Senior  staff 
position;  salary  and  benefits.  Resumes  to:  Execu¬ 
tive  Pastor,  Ginghamsburg  United  Methodist 
Church,  6759  S.  County  Road  25A,  Tipp  City, 
OH  45371.  No  phone  inquiries  please. 

SMOKIE  MOUNTAINS  NEAR  LAKE  Juna- 
luska.  Affordable  efficiencies.  Incomparable 
view.  $190  per  week.  Mountain  View  Guest 
House,  P.O.  Box  1096,  Waynesville,  NC  28786. 
(704)627-9507. 

Faith  dimensions _ 5 

The  United  Methodist 
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Senator  goes  to  bat  for  clergy 

Senator  David  Pryor,  who  serves  on 
the  Senate  Finance  Committee, 
received  confirmation  from  the  IRS 
commissioner  that  all  pending  audits  of 
United  Methodist  clergy  would  be 
suspended  until  the  appeal  is  decided. 


By  JANE  DENNIS  and 
JERRY  L.  VAN  MARTER 

LITTLE  ROCK — As  pastors  across 
the  nation  await  a  ruling  on  a  case 
that  ultimately  may  determine  their 
profession’s  tax  filing  status,  Sen.  Da¬ 
vid  Pryor  (D-Ark.)  has  gone  to  bat  for 
men  and  women  of  the  cloth. 

An  appeal  is  pending  in  U.S.  Tax 
Court  in  the  case  of  Weber  v.  Com¬ 
missioner  regarding  the  employ¬ 
ment  status  of  members  of  the 
clergy.  In  August  1994,  the  court 
held  that  an  ordained  minister  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  was 
an  employee  of  the  church. 

That  decision  has  since  been  ap¬ 
pealed  by  the  taxpayer,  Michael  We¬ 
ber,  a  United  Methodist  pastor  from 
Stonewall,  N.C.  He  contends,  as 
many  other  clergy  do,  that  he  is  self- 
employed  and  should  be  allowed  to 
file  as  a  self-employed  taxpayer. 

Sen.  Pryor,  a  Presbyterian  (and 
brother  of  a  deceased  Presbyterian 


minister)  who  serves  on  the  Senate 
Finance  Committee,  which  oversees 
the  Internal  Revenue  Service,  earli¬ 
er  this  year  requested  and  received 
confirmation  from  IRS  commis¬ 
sioner  Peggy  Richardson  that  all 
pending  audits  of  United  Methodist 
clergy  would  be  suspended  until  the 
Weber  appeal  is  decided. 

“But  for  Senator  Pryor’s  efforts,  I 
don’t  think  we  would  have  such  a 
positive  letter  from  Peggy  Richard¬ 
son  promising  the  IRS  would  sus¬ 
pend  all  pending  audits  of  clergy,” 


Mary  Logan,  general  counsel  for  the 
United  Methodist  General  Council 
on  Finance  and  Administration  in 
Evanston,  Ill.,  said  in  a  telephone 
interview  with  the  Arkansas  United 
Methodist  newspaper. 

“Senator  Pryor  has  told  us  he  is 
still  getting  letters  from  Methodist 
ministers  in  Arkansas  asking  him  to 
please  do  something,”  Ms.  Logafi 
continued.  “So  the  Methodist  min¬ 
isters  need  to  know  he  has.  And 
they  can  be  real  proud  that  he  rep¬ 
resents  them  in  Congress.” 


with  IRS 

After  studying  the  case  and  hear¬ 
ing  from  a  number  of  Arkansas  cler¬ 
gy  concerned  about  the  outcome  of 
the  Weber  case,  Sen.  Pryor  request¬ 
ed  the  suspension  of  similar  audits, 
according  to  Steve  Glaze,  tax  coun¬ 
sel  in  Sen.  Pryor’s  Washington  of¬ 
fice. 

“We  want  to  make  sure  that  while 
this  case  was  being  decided  in 
North  Carolina. .  .  the  IRS  wasn’t 
picking  out  individual  ministers 
and  making  their  lives  miserable 
while  the  Weber  case  is  being  decid¬ 
ed,”  Mr.  Glaze  said. 

Ms.  Logan,  who  said  she  is  hope¬ 
ful  the  issue  can  be  resolved  by  mid¬ 
year,  praised  Sen.  Pryor  for  his 
“hard  work  on  behalf  of  the  denom¬ 
ination,”  and  added  that  “he  is  very 
supportive  of  ministers  on  the  self- 
employment  issue  and  continues  to 
offer  his  help  in  our  effort  to  resolve 
the  matter  with  the  IRS.” 

Ms.  Dennis  is  editor  of  the  Arkansas 
United  Methodist  newspaper. 


American  nun  tells  of  torture  in  Guatemala 


RELIGION  NEWS  SERVICE 


WASHINGTON— Sister  Dianna  Ortiz  is  still  trying  to  come  to  terms 
with  her  abduction  and  torture  five  years  ago  when  she  was  a  mis¬ 
sionary  teaching  children  in  a  remote  Indian  village. 


By  JULIA  LIEBLICH 

Religion  News  Service 

WASHINGTON — Sister  Dianna 
Ortiz  remembers  praying  the  night 
armed  men  abducted  her  from  a 
Guatemalan  convent  and  took  her 
to  a  clandestine  cell  where  she  was 
repeatedly  raped  and  tortured. 

“I  asked  God,  ‘Why  are  you  for¬ 
saking  me?’  ”  she  says.  “Then  I 
heard  the  cries  of  other  people  be¬ 
ing  tortured,  and  I  asked,  'My  God, 
why  have  you  forsaken  us?”  ’ 

For  the  past  five  years  Ms.  Ortiz, 
a  North  American  from  Kentucky 
who  taught  children  in  the  Guate¬ 
malan  highlands,  has  been  posing 
that  same  question  to  U.S.  officials. 
Only  now  are  they  listening. 

Rep.  Robert  G.  Torricelli,  (D- 
N.J.),  wants  to  know  just  who  was 
responsible  for  her  torture  and 
whether  they  had  any  ties  to  the 
U.S.  government. 

President  Clinton  recently  autho¬ 
rized  an  independent  advisory 
group  to  conduct  a  government- 
wide  inquiry  to  find  out  what  the 
Central  Intelligence  Agency  and 
other  federal  agencies  knew. 

And  a  federal  judge  has  ordered 
Guatemalan  General  Hector  Gra- 
majo,  a  conservative  presidential 
candidate  and  former  defense  min¬ 
ister,  to  pay  $47.5  milllion  to  Ms. 
Ortiz  and  nine  Guatemalans  who 
were  imprisoned  or  tortured  or 
whose  families  were  killed  under 
Gen.  Gramajo’s  command. 

Trying  to  understand 

As  36,  Ms.  Ortiz  looks  more  like 
a  college  student  than  a  nun.  Chin- 
length  brown  hair  frames  a  delicate 
face  with  large  brown  eyes.  The 
only  hint  of  her  vocation  is  a  small 
wooden  cross  hanging  from  a  string, 
a  gift  from  a  Guatemalan  forced 
into  exile. 

Ms.  Ortiz  is  still  trying  to  under¬ 
stand  the  role  of  God  in  her  suffer¬ 
ing  and  looking  for  meaning  amidst 
the  horror.  For  now  she  consoles 
herself  with  the  knowledge  that  her 
pain  unites  her  with  the  tens  of 
thousands  of  Guatemalans  who 
have  been  tortured  or  killed  or  who 
have  disappeared  during  a  three-de- 
cade  old  civil  war,  and  that  when 
she  recounts  her  story,  she  is  telling 
theirs. 

“I’m  just  one  among  millions 
subjected  to  hideous  forms  of  tor¬ 


ture  in  countries  governed  by  mili¬ 
tary  regimes,”  she  says.  “It’s  not 
just  my  voice,  it’s  our  voice.  Their 
suffering  has  become  my  suffering 
and  my  suffering  has  become  theirs. 
To  me  this  is  what  faith  is  about.” 

Ms.  Ortiz  hesitates  when  asked 
about  life  before  Guatemala. 

“I  don’t  remember  anything  be¬ 
fore  November  2,  1989,”  she  says, 
finally.  “Not  only  was  I  violated, 
but  I  was  stripped  of  my  memory. 
For  now  I  have  to  rely  on  others  to 
be  my  memory.” 

Her  friends  remember  an  animat¬ 
ed  teen-ager  from  New  Mexico  who 
entered  the  Ursulines  of  Mount  St. 
Joseph  in  Maple  Mount,  Ky. 

“She  was  young,  delightful  and 
extremely  enthusiastic,”  says  the 
Rev.  Bill  Hammer,  a  priest  at  the 
St.  Gabriel  Church.  “She  was  child¬ 
like  in  the  best  sense.  She  had  a  ba¬ 
sic  belief  in  the  goodness  of 
5«>J?te”. ,'  .  . 

In  1987  Ms.  Ortiz  left  .Kentucky 
to  teach  children  in  San  Miguel 
Acatan,  a  remote  Indian  village  in 
the  Guatemalan  highlands.  Sister 
Luisa  Bickett,  now  65,  visited  her  a 
year  later. 

But  the  country  had  its  dark  side. 
In  the  summer  of  1989  there  was  a 
resurgence  of  the  assassinations  and 
disappearances  that  had  already 
claimed  thousands  of  lives. 

No  one  knows  why  Ms.  Ortiz  be¬ 
gan  receiving  threatening  letters 
during  that  period,  including  one 
that  said,  “Decapitate,  rape,  elimi¬ 
nate”  Dianna.  Some  of  her  friends 
think  the  military  was  sending  a 
message  to  the  Catholic  Church  to 
stop  helping  the  indigenous  people. 

Unknown  assailants 

Discussing  her  abduction  still  fills 
her  with  dread.  That  night,  she  says, 
two  armed  men  took  her  from  a 
convent  in  the  city  of  Antigua, 
where  she  was  on  retreat,  and 
brought  her  to  a  clandestine  prison 
in  Guatemala  City. 

Her  assailants  accused  her  of  col¬ 
laborating  with  the  guerrillas.  When 
she  denied  their  allegations  and 
failed  to  provide  names,  they 
burned  her  back  with  cigarettes — 
1 1 1  times. 

“And  they  raped  me  numerous 
times,”  she  says. 

Later  a  man  with  a  North  Ameri¬ 


can  accent  appeared  on  the  scene. 

“He  ordered  them  to  stop,"  she 
says,  “explicitly  telling  them  that  I 
was  a  North  American  nun  and  that 
my  disappearance  had  become  pub¬ 
lic.” 

He  took  her  in  his  Jeep  to  Guate¬ 
mala  City,  where  he  promised  to 
drive  her  to  the  U.S.  Embassy.  But 
Ms.  Ortiz  didn’t  trust  him  and  bolt¬ 
ed  from  the  car  at  a  stop  light. 

When  Ms.  Ortiz  arrived  in  the 
United  States  a  week  later,  she 
didn’t  recognize  her  family,  friends 
or  sisters. 

Unable  to  discuss  her  ordeal,  Ms. 
Ortiz  sought  treatment  at  the 
Kovler  Center  for  torture  survivors 
in  Chicago.  For  two  years  she  lived 
at  the  Su  Casa  Catholic  Worker 
House  with  other  survivors. 


“I  identify  with  Jesus  in  the  Gos¬ 
pels,”  Ms.  Ortiz  says.  “He  too  was  a 
survivor  of  torture.  But  1  have  been 
angry  at  God.  Sometimes  I  see  God 
as  very  distant  and  deaf  to  the  cries 
of  the  poor  and  oppressed.  At  times 
I  have  doubted  God’s  existence. 

“The  God  I  know  today  is  be¬ 
yond  the  God  I  knew  from  the 
Scriptures.  I  believe  in  a  God  who 
dwells  in  people,  even  those  who 
commit  atrocious  crimes.  I  don’t 
believe  that  people  are  bom  with 
the  instinct  to  destroy  human  life. 
They,  too,  are  victims  of  psycholog¬ 
ical  torture.” 

“Underneath  she’s  a  strong  per¬ 
son,”  says  Mr.  Hammer.  “She  was 
never  meant  to  survive,  but  the  peo¬ 
ple  who  tried  to  break  her  didn’t 
win.  God  intended  her  to  live.” 


Video  showing  positive  aspects  of  aging  wanted 


RELIGION  NEWS  SERVICE 


Members  of  the  church's  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Older  Adults  Minis¬ 
tries  want  those  who  work  with 
older  adults  like  this  woman  to 
be  certified. 


By  LINDA  GREEN 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.— At  the 
conclusion  of  the  recent  annual 
meeting  of  the  denominationwide 
older  adult  ministry  committee  in 
Nashville,  members  recommended 
that  the  United  Methodist  Church 
consider  producing  a  video  to  high¬ 
light  the  positive  aspects  of  aging. 

The  Committee  on  Older  Adults 
Ministries  grappled  with  ways  to 
enhance  their  purpose  of  involving 
older  adults  in  the  life  of  the  church 
and  in  their  communities. 

During  their  weekend  meeting, 
the  25  clergy  and  lay  members  said 
that  a  church-produced  video  and 
discussion  guide,  is  needed  to  high¬ 
light  the  concerns  and  contributions 
of  United  Methodist  older  adults  in 
ministry,  according  to  the  Rev. 
Richard  Gentzler,  head  of  the  office 
of  adult  ministries  for  the  church¬ 
wide  Board  of  Discipleship. 

He  said,  though  similar  videos 


are  available  from  other  religious 
and  secular  organizations,  the  com¬ 
mittee  sees  a  need  for  a  United 
Methodist  video  that  shows  in¬ 
volvement  in  the  denomination's 
older  adult  ministry. 

The  Committee  on  Adult  Minis¬ 
tries  was  created  by  the  1992  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference,  the  church's  top 
legislative  body. 

Want  mentor  program 

The  committee  suggested  a  men¬ 
toring  program  that  would  provide 
knowledge  and  experience  of  retired 
clergy  as  support  for  beginning  cler¬ 
gy.  Before  being  fully  ordained, 
clergy  are  in  a  probationary  rela¬ 
tionship  with  their  annual  confer¬ 
ence. 

According  to  Mr.  Gentzler,  the 
Older  Adult  Committee  members 
believe  that  younger  pastors  can 
benefit  from  the  experience  of  older 
adult  clergy.  “They  have  a  wealth  of 
knowledge  that  needs  to  be  utilized 
in  helping  younger  pastors  come 


along,”  he  said. 

“The  younger  pastor  will  learn 
from  the  faith  experiences  of  the 
older  clergy  and  the  older  clergy  can 
contribute  to  the  life  of  the  younger 
pastor  and  to  the  life  of  the  church 
the  younger  pastor  is  serving,”  he 
said. 

The  committee,  in  its  report  to 
the  churchwide  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry,  is  strongly 
urging  the  development  of  a  pro¬ 
gram  of  certification  for  workers  in 
older  adult  ministries.  Certification 
of  older  adult  workers  is  necessary 
because  churches  are  seeking  quali¬ 
fied  people  to  support  their  older 
adult  ministries,  Mr.  Gentzler  said. 
Workers  already  in  the  field  want 
certification  to  validate  their  work. 
Certification  also  can  be  used  as  a 
recruiting  tool  for  new  workers. 

The  Committee  also  affirmed 
Volunteers  in  Ministry  because  it 
provides  opportunities  for  older 
adult  participation  in  the  church. 


for  Religious  sissies' 


By  DEDE  CASAD 

What  do  you  look  for  in  a  novel 
. . .  suspense,  romance,  rivalry,  se¬ 
crets  that  protect  and  secrets  that 
destroy?  Look  no  farther.  Susan 
Howatch’s  book,  Absolute  Truths. 
has  them  all. 

Although  the  story  is  staged  with¬ 
in  a  close  of  the  Church  of  England, 
one  should  not  be  fooled.  Ms. 
Howatch  sends  a  body  blow  to  all 
skeptics  whose  eyes  roll  up  at 
"church”  stuff,  predicting  it  to  be 
dull,  pious  and  predictable.  Far 
from  the  truth. 

Ms.  Howatch  grabs  readers  by 
traditional  theological  and  psycho¬ 
logical  mindsets  and  pins  them  to 
the  page  through  the  story  of  a  pow¬ 
erful,  influential  bishop  of  the  fic¬ 
tional  Starbridge,  Charles 
Ashworth. 

Facing  personal  loss,  scandals 
within  the  church  hierarchy,  es¬ 
trangement  from  his  two  sons  and 
the  test  of  his  own  faith  in  light  of 
traditional  values  and  the  “new  or¬ 
der,”  Bishop  Ashworth  tells  his  sto¬ 
ry  with  an  uncanny  honesty. 
Finding  himself  stretched  to  the 
limit  of  his  physical  endurance,  he 
questions  his  ability  to  perform  as  a 
man,  much  less  a  man  of  God,  and 
leader  of  the  church. 

If  one  thinks  that  a  bishop  has  it 
made  once  he  reaches  such  a  high 
position  in  church,  he  should  think 
again. 

This  is  not  a  book  for  religious 
sissies,  who  believe  that  novels 
about  preachers  are  shallow  or  sor¬ 
did.  On  the  contrary,  this  is  a  well- 
designed  monograph  of  one  man’s 
struggle  between  what  is  expected 
of  him  as  a  priest  and  the  hypocrisy 
of  the  social  and  professional  reali¬ 
ty.  His  passion  for  women,  the  guilt 
of  fatherhood,  the  jealousy  of  col¬ 
leagues  and  the  loss  of  his  “support 
blanket”  almost  sends  him  “around 
the  bend." 

With  great  skill  Ms.  Howatch 
writes  with  knowledge  of  the  eccle¬ 
siastical  underside  of  the  politics  of 
the  Anglican  hierarchy  by  poking 
through  the  worm  holes  of  human 
behavior. 

Psychologically  apt  she  digs,  as  if 


Review 

Ms.  Howatch  pins 
readers  to  the  page 
through  the  story  of  a 
powerful,  influential 
bishop  of  the  fictional 
Starbridge. 


a  lawyer  setting  up  an  impossible 
defense  case,  into  the  multiple  lay¬ 
ers  of  the  human  mind  determined 
to  find  the  absolute  truth.  What  un¬ 
folds  for  the  reader  is  an  electrocar¬ 
diac  chart  that  increases  in  speed 
and  insight  with  each  new  page. 

This  is  not  the  first  time  Ms. 
Howatch  has  done  this.  Absolute 
Truths  is  the  sixth  book  written  by 
this  author  in  the  past  eight  years 
about  the  Anglican  Church.  Known 
earlier  by  her  English  Gothics,  Ca- 
shelmara  and  Penmarric.  Ms. 
Howatch  has  now  given  us  a  sextet 
of  masterpieces  of  spiritual  impor¬ 
tance. 

Though  most  of  the  titles  appear 
to  match  those  of  the  modem  ro¬ 
mance  novel,  readers  should  look 
deeper. 

Glittering  Images.  Glamorous 
Powers.  Ultimate  Prizes.  Scandalous 
Risks.  Mystical  Paths,  all  present  us 
with  the  complexities  of  the  human 
will  and  the  trials  of  the  human  pre¬ 
dicament.  And  now  Absolute  Truths 
becomes  the  spire  on  the  fictional 
cathedral  that  questions  the  tradi¬ 
tional  monoliths  in  a  changing 
world. 

Every  lay  person  and  every  clergy 
person,  regardless  of  religious  per¬ 
suasion,  will  find  Absolute  Truths 
amazingly  accurate  in  church  poli¬ 
ty.  But  it’s  not  the  polity  that  leads 
the  reader  from  one  Howatch  book 
to  the  next. 

What  benefits  her  readers  most  is 
the  author’s  precise  understanding 
of  the  soul  in  search  of  itself  and  its 
relationship  to  God. 

Ms.  Casad  is  a  free-lance  writer  in 
Dallas. 


Sing  this  global  hymn 
with  joy  that  overcomes 


Thine  be  the  glory, 

Risen,  conquering  Son; 

Endless  is  the  victory 
Thou  o  er  death  hast  won. 

Angels  in  bright  raiment 
Rolled  the  stone  away. 

Kept  the  folded  graveclolhes 
Where  thy  body  lay. 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

Edmund  Budry,  for  thirty-five 
years  pastor  of  the  Free  Church  in 
Vevey,  Switzerland,  wrote  the 
French  hymn. 

It  was  first  published  in  Lausanne 
in  1885.  Because  of  his  unusual  lin¬ 
guistic  skill,  Budry  was  often  asked 
to  make  French  translations  of  En¬ 
glish,  German,  and  Latin  hymn. 

The  English  translation  is  the 
work  of  Richard  B.  Hoyle,  an  En¬ 
glish  Baptist  minister  and  scholar, 
and  it  first  appeared  in  Cantate 
Domino,  published  in  Geneva  in 
1925.  It  received  international  ex¬ 
posure  and  popularity  at  the  First 
Assembly  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  in  Amsterdam  in  1948. 

The  tune  “Judas  Maccabeus”  was 
arranged  from  a  chorus  in  George 
Frederick  Handel’s  oratorio  of  the 
same  name.  Composed  in  1747,  it 
was  commissioned  by  Frederic, 
Prince  of  Wales,  to  celebrate  the 
victory  of  his  brother,  Duke  of 
Cumberland,  at  the  Battle  of  Cullo- 
den,  1745. 


History 
of  hymns 

Handel  accepted  the  commission 
and  decided  that  the  story  of  the 
great  Jewish  hero,  Judas  Macca¬ 
beus,  would  be  an  appropriate  sub¬ 
ject  for  the  oratorio.  The  famous 
chorus,  “See  the  Conquering  Hero 
Comes,”  provides  a  stirring  melody 
for  singing  “Thine  Be  the  Glory.” 

A  native  of  Germany,  Handel 
came  to  England  in  1713,  became  a 
British  subject  in  1727,  and  re¬ 
mained  there  until  his  death  in  1759. 
Until  1735  he  concentrated  almost 
entirely  on  writing  operas.  However, 
his  repeated  failures  caused  him  to 
tum  to  writing  oratorios. 

The  first  performance  of  his  Mes¬ 
siah  in  1741  brought  him  great 
fame,  and  from  then  on  his  popu¬ 
larity  was  assured. 

So  today  we  sing  of  our  risen 
Lord  in  a  hymn  by  a  Swiss  Free 
Church  minister,  translated  by  an 
English  Baptist  minister,  sung  to  a 
tune  written  by  a  German-bom  En¬ 
glishman,  originally  composed  to 
honor  a  second  century  B.C.  Jewish 
hero.  Sing  it  with  great  joy! 

NEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN: 

" Marvelous  grace  of  Our  Loving  Lord " 
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Serving  Ministries  is  building  hope 

in  local  churches 
in  communities 
and  beyond 


Dr.  George  W.  C.  Calvin  Sr. 

Director,  Serving/Special  Ministries 

Dr.  Calvin  has  been  a  campus  minister  and  pastor  of 
a  number  of  churches  in  Louisiana  including  Camphor 
Memorial,  Baton  Rouge,  where  he  served  for  1 7  years. 
The  membership  increased  to  more  than  650  members 
and  under  his  leadership  Camphor  built  and  now  oper¬ 
ates  a  federally-funded  (82)  unit  housing  complex. 
Called  the  Camphor  Heritage  Apartments,  the  unit  is 
located  in  the  Scotlandville  area  of  Baton  Rouge. 

He  also  has  organized  and  sponsored  the  following 
outreach  ministries  while  a  minister:  athletic  teams  for 
youth  and  adults;  dance  skills  and  study  programs  for 
boys  and  girls;  young  adult  encounter  groups  and  se¬ 
nior  citizen  outreach  programs. 

Dr.  Calvin  also  has  been  superintendent  of  New  Or¬ 
leans/Houma  District  and  Baton  Rouge  District.  He 
was  formerly  dean  of  the  Louisiana  conference  Cabi¬ 
net  and  director  of  Institutional/Financial  Develop¬ 
ment  for  the  Methodist  Children’s  Home  of  New 
Orleans  and  People’s  Community  Center. 


Committee  Members 

Dr.  Alonzo  Campbell 
Dorothy  Conrad 
Gloria  Firmin 
Roger  Guissinger 
Dr.  Peter  Harrington 
Rev.  Jerry  Hilbun,  Chair 
Rev.  Tim  Lawson 
Rev.  Larry  Martin 
Reggie  Skains 
Rev.  Carolyn  Stokes 
Joanne  White 


Purpose  of  Serving  Ministries 

Serving  Ministries  provides  guidance  on  outreach  and  social  witness  issues  to  the  Louisiana 
Conference,  primarily  to  local  churches  and  charges.  It  provides  training  and  consultation  to  lo¬ 
cal  churches,  districts,  service  agencies  and  conference  boards  and  agencies  working  in  Serving 
Ministries.  It  also  develops  and  promotes  programs  that  respond  to  the  VISION  2000  initiative 
as  it  relates  to  serving  congregations.  Additionally,  Serving  Ministries  serves  as  an  advocate  for 
the  Louisiana  Conference  regarding  important  social  issues,  under  the  direction  of  the  Confer¬ 
ence  serving  agencies  and  the  United  Methodist  Book  of  Discipline. 


SERVING  MINISTRIES  SURVEY 

FOR  THE  LOCAL  CHURCH 

(Please  complete  oae  sirwy  fa  cfcorti) 

1.  Does  your  ehurth  presently  have  active  oulreach  programs  as  described  in  the  cover  letter? 

_ Yes,  il  yes  how  many _ 

_ No,  il  no  would  you  like  to  start  one  or  more _ 

2.  Briefly  list  the  names  or  type  of  outreach  programs  in  which  your  church  is  involved. 


3.  Would  you  welcome  resources  and  assistance  to  start  or  enhance  outreach  programs  in  your  church(es)? 

_ Yes,  if  yes  call  (504)346-1646  for  Dr.  George  Calvin  or  write. 

_ No,  if  no  please  give  your  reason(s). 


4.  Do  you  need  information  about  grants  and  other  assistance  available  about  outreach  programs? 
_ Yes 


No 


Name  and  phone  #  of  person  completing  survey 
Name  of  Church  and  City _ 


Goals  of  Serving  Ministries 

t  Assist  local  churches  with  finding  effective  ways  to  become  Serving  Congregations  in  response  to  VISION 
2000 

t  Visit  each  District  Council  on  Ministries  and  provide  training  and  support  for  district  area  leaders  in  Serving 
Ministries 

t  Survey  existing  outreach  programs  in  local  churches  and  charges  and  determine  how  to  enhance  these  pro¬ 
grams 

t  Provide  a  network  among  local  churches,  district  and  conference  agencies  to  keep  them  informed  about  serv¬ 
ing  or  outreach  projects  throughout  the  Conference 

t  Provide  training  and  support  to  all  congregations  and  agencies  in  promoting  the  VISION  2000  Serving  Minis¬ 
tries 

t  Advocate  the  importance  of  making  effective  social  witness  in  local  churches  and  communities 

f  Develop  models  and  provide  tools  for  leaders  to  use  for  effective  social  witness  in  local  churches  and  commu¬ 
nities 

f  Train  all  local,  district  and  conference  leaders  on  how  to  develop  plans  for  effective  social  witness  in  the  glob¬ 
al  community  as  outlined  in  Social  Principles  of  the  Discipline. 

f  Serve  all  agencies  of  the  Conference  and  teach  them  how  to  work  effectively  in  Serving  Ministries 

t  Serve  as  an  information  station  to  the  local  churches  and  other  appropriate  groups  in  Serving  Ministries, 
promptly  and  regularly 

t  Respond  effectively  to  important  social  issues,  such  as  rights  of  racial  and  ethnic  persons;  religious  minorities, 
youth,  young  adults  and  the  aging;  persons  with  handicapping  conditions;  persons  addicted  alcohol  and  other 
drugs;  as  well  as  others  who  are  neglected  in  program  ministries  of  the  local  churches  and  Conference 
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Laity  will  play  leading  roles 
at  Conference  in  Shreveport 

Laity  from  throughout  Louisiana  will  gather  at  the  Annual  Conference 
in  Shreveport  for  worship,  fellowship  and  work.  O.  Fred  Loy  Jr.,  Confer¬ 
ence  Lay  Leader,  said.  “An  important  task  will  be  the  selection  of  individ¬ 
uals  to  represent  the  laity  at  Gener- 

Joanne  White 
will  speak 
on  justice 


After  conducting  its  first  service  in  the  concession  stand  of  a  drive-in  mov¬ 
ie  theater,  Asbury's  fledgling  congregation  moved  quickly  to  establish  its 
own  church  building.  Pictured  at  the  1955  ground-breaking  ceremonies 
are:  From  LEFT  Forrest  LaSabe,  H.  E.  Williams,  Rev.  R.  R.  Branton,  J.  Y. 
Foreman,  Wesley  Beadle,  Louise  Newport  and  Rev.  H.  Hudson,  pastor. 

Asbury,  Lafayette,  celebration 
will  highlight  five  decades 


Asbury  UMC,  Lafayette,  will 
highlight  life  throughout  the  various 
decades  of  its  history  to  celebrate  its 
40th  anniversary  May  20-21. 

The  church  has  planned  several 
events  surrounding  the  weekend’s 
festivities.  Pictorial  exhibits  in  the 
church  will  display  life  in  the  differ¬ 
ent  decades.  A  dance  on  Saturday 
evening  will  feature  music  of  the 
50s,  60s,  70s  and  80s,  as  well  as 
contemporary  selections. 

During  Sunday  morning  services 
and  a  luncheon  following,  the 
church  will  honor  its  past  ministers 
and  charter  members.  People  at¬ 
tending  will  have  opportunities  to 
visit  with  past  ministers  during  a 
time  of  fellowship. 

The  Asbury  Choir  will  cap-off  the 
celebration  with  a  rendition  of 
Mendelssohn’s  “Elijah”  Sunday 
evening. 

Asbury  had  its  humble  begin¬ 
nings  under  the  leadership  of  Rev. 
R.  R.  Branton,  who  was  then  super¬ 


intendent  of  the  Lafayette  District. 
The  church  obtained  property  for 
$13,000. 

On  May  1,  1955  at  an  organiza¬ 
tional  meeting  37  people  formed 
the  nucleus  of  Asbury’s  congrega¬ 
tion.  The  fledgling  church  held  its 
first  service  in  the  concession  stand 
of  a  drive-in  theater. 

But  Asbury  would  move  rapidly 
to  establish  itself.  With  a  $10,000 
contribution  from  the  One  Thou¬ 
sand  Club,  a  statewide  organization 
of  members  who  provide  funding 
for  the  establishment  of  new 
churches,  construction  began  on  a 
building  for  the  congregation  to  call 
home. 

Asbury  held  its  first  service  only 
months  later  in  December  and  at 
the  end  of  its  first  year  celebrated 
over  250  members. 

Forty  years  later,  Asbury’s  con¬ 
gregation  has  grown  ten-fold  to  over 
2,500  members.  The  senior  minis¬ 
ter  is  Rev.  Robert  L.  Burgess. 


Peace  With  Justice  Sunday,  June  1 1,  approaches.  See  supplemental 
page  in  this  issue  about  the  observance. 


al  and  Jurisdictional  conferences  to 
be  held  in  1996.” 

“There  is  only  one  time  when  la¬ 
ity  and  clergy  do  not  sit  together  at 
the  Conference,”  he  continued, 
“and  that  is  during  the  laity  ses¬ 
sion.” 

Loy,  a  member 
of  First  UMC, 
Baton  Rouge, 
will  conduct  the 
laity  session  on 
Monday,  June  5, 
around  3  p.m.  in 
the  Gold  Dome. 
Clergy  are  to  as¬ 
semble  at  the 
o.  Fred  Loy  same  time  in 
Brown  Chapel  on  the  Centenary 
campus. 

During  the  laity  session  of  the 
Conference,  the  30  lay  members 
who  have  completed  forms  to  de¬ 
clare  themselves  candidates  as  dele¬ 
gates  will  be  presented.  Each  one 
will  be  asked  to  go  on  the  stage, 
state  name,  church  and  city.  Infor¬ 
mation  about  each  one  has  been 
printed  and  will  be  distributed  to 
help  delegates  make  informed  selec¬ 
tions,  Loy  mentioned. 

“Laity  elects  laity  to  represent 
them  at  the  conferences  and  clergy 
chooses  clergy,”  he  emphasized. 

Lay  persons  will  speak  during  de¬ 
votional  time  Tuesday  through 
Thursday  at  6:45  a.m.  at  Hargrove 
Amphitheater  on  the  campus.  John' 
Porter,  a  member  of  Broadmoor 
UMC,  Shreveport,  will  lead  the  out¬ 
door  morning  worship. 

After  Bishop  Oden  presents  his 
Episcopal  State-of-the-Church  Ad¬ 
dress  on  Tuesday  morning  in  the 
Gold  Dome,  Loy  will  give  the  Laity 
Address. 

“The  Annual  Conference  again 
means  an  exciting  time  for  laity,” 
Loy  said.  “We  look  forward  to  a 
busy  and  inspiring  Conference  as 
the  laity  continues  its  partnership  in 
ministry.” 


The  annual 
Laity  Breakfast 
is  set  for  Tues¬ 
day,  June  6,  at  7 
a.m.  during  An¬ 
nual  Conference. 
Joanne  White,  a 
member  of  First 
UMC,  Alexan¬ 
dria,  will  be  the 
Joanne  White  Speaker. 

White,  who  heads  the  Louisiana 
Governor’s  Task  Force  for  Females 
in  the  Criminal  Justice  System,  is  to 
speak  on  “Justice-  Louisiana  Style.” 

She  will  focus  on  the  role  of  wom¬ 
en  in  the  system.  White  has  long 
been  active  in  the  local  church,  dis¬ 
trict  and  conference.  She  also  is  a 
leader  in  community  betterment  ac¬ 
tivities.  Her  husband,  Paul,  was  for¬ 
merly  Conference  Lay  Leader. 

All  laity  are  invited  to  attend  the 
event  in  South  Cafe  of  the  Centena¬ 
ry  Cafeteria,  Loy  said.  Tickets  are 
$6  each  and  may  be  purchased  from 
any  district  lay  leader.  Proceeds  are 
used  to  provide  scholarships. 

Loy  is  to  preside  and  Leroy 
Crump  of  New  Orleans,  associate 
Conference  1  ay  Leader,  is  in  charge 
of  arrangements. 


Mission  trip  to  Mexico  communicates  God's  love 


Twenty-four  Louisiana  Tech  Uni¬ 
versity  (Ruston)  students,  one  Wes¬ 
ley  Foundation  intern  and  a  UMC 
volunteer  recently  traveled  to  the 
northern  edge  of  Mexico  to  build 
houses  for  those  who  had  none. 

The  words  of  Bill  Marsh,  Volun¬ 
teers  in  Mission  Coordinator  for 
“Operacion  Hogar”  (“operation 
home,”  in  Spanish),  followed  us 
throughout  the  trip.  He  said,  “What 
you  give  to  the  Mexican  people  will 
be  small  in  comparison  to  what  you 
will  receive  from  them.” 

For  the  majority  of  us,  the  mission 
trip  was  the  first  step  outside  the 
United  States  —  a  step  outside  of 
our  own  comfortable  little  worlds. 

Locked  in  compound 

We  stayed  in  what  Bill  called  a 
“compound.”  We  were  told  doors 
would  be  locked  at  10  p.m.  It  was 
an  odd  feeling  to  be  shut  in  at  night 
for  our  own  protection. 

Our  immersion  into  the  Mexican 
culture  was  complete  when  we  at¬ 
tended  a  Sunday  night  service  at  the 
local  Methodist  Church  across  the 
street  from  the  compound. 

To  our  surprise  we  recognized 
several  of  the  hymns  and  songs  they 
were  singing.  Reading  the  lyrics  from 
an  overhead  projector,  we  sang  in  the 
best  Spanish  we  could  muster. 

Members  of  the  congregation 


Wesley  Foundation  student,  Jus¬ 
tin  Boudreau,  and  a  Mexican 
child  work  on  a  house  during  a 
Volunteers  in  Mission  project. 

greeted  us  warmly.  Language  isn’t 
much  of  a  barrier,  we  discovered, 
when  it’s  God’s  love  that  is  being 
communicated. 

Worked  on  houses 

Our  first  day  of  work  brought  an 


What's  in  it  for  you ? 

Christians  can  convey  the 
one  force  that  will 
overcome  the  hate  which 
led  to  the  bombing  of  the 
federal  building  in 
Oklahoma  City.  See 
editorial  on  Page  2. 


odd  mixture  of  excitement  and  frus¬ 
tration.  There  was  not  enough  work 
to  go  around,  and  many  of  us  were 
anxious  for  something  to  do.  We 
began  work  on  two  separate  houses 
and  eventually  some  worked  on  a 
third. 

The  houses  were  not  luxury  pads. 
Each  consisted  of  four  walls  of  low- 
quality  cinderblocks,  a  concrete 
floor  and  a  simple  wood  and  tar 
roof.  These  small  houses  were  noth¬ 
ing  spectacular,  but  it  was  a  joy  to 
help  build  them  for  families  who 
called  a  shack  of  packing-crate  and 
cardboard  home. 

Our  main  job  Was  mixing  con¬ 
crete  the  old-fashion  way  —  with 
shovel,  gravel,  cement,  sand  and 
water.  Several  in  our  group  said 
that  they  learned  something  new 
about  ways  of  building. 

Played  with  children 

At  other  times  we  were  playing 
with  the  children,  several  of  whom 
appeared  at  the  first  job  site.  Our 
college  students  were  demolished  in 
a  friendly  game  of  football  —  what 
we  call  soccer. 

When  we  left  there  was  more 
work  to  be  done,  but  the  joy  of  giv¬ 
ing  our  time,  interest  and  love  was 
well  worth  the  trip.  Besides  the 
sand,  pesos,  Mexican  blankets  and 
sunburns,  we  all  took  home  deep  re¬ 
spect  for  the  Mexican  people.  In  the 
face  of  a  bleak  future,  they  smile. 

The  Mexicans  we  worked  with 
have  so  little  by  our  standards,  but 
we  learned  that  they  have  so  much 
strength,  so  much  courage,  so  much 
humility.  “Operacion  Hogar” 
taught  us  how  blessed  we  are  and 
how  awesome  God  is.  We  left  Mexi¬ 
co  with  changed  lives,  deepened 
friendships  and  a  closer  relation¬ 
ship  with  Jesus.  Not  bad  for  five 
days’  work.  —  By  Jeanna  Pruitt, 
Louisiana  Tech  student 


Around  the 
Conference 

Dates  from  1866 

Mt.  Zion  UMC  in  Clinton  whose 
pastor  is  Rev.  H.  L.  Jones,  had  a 
“spirit-filled”  Cornerstone  Laying 
Worship  Service  on  the  afternoon 
of  April  30. 

Preacher  for  the  occasion  was 
Rev.  C.  Richard  Hoffpauir,  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Baton  Rouge  Dis¬ 
trict. 

The  church  was  organized  Dec. 
17,  1866.  It  has  been  rebuilt  twice, 
once  in  1949  when  the  pastor  was 
Rev.  J.  F.  Johnson  and  again  in 
1985  when  Rev.  Willie  R.  Lafayette 
Sr.,  was  the  minister. 

Dr.  Tex  Sample 

Summer  Celebration,  June  25-28 
at  First  UMC,  Shreveport,  will  fea¬ 
ture  Dr.  Tex  Sample  as  special  host. 
He  currently  serves  as  the  Robert  B. 
and  Kathleen  Rogers,  Professor  of 
Church  and  Society  at  Saint  Paul 
School  of  Theology  in  Kansas  City, 
Missouri. 

Sample  offers  a  sense  of  humor 
and  a  challenge  to  faithful  living. 
He  has  been  described  as,  “a  man 
with  a  baseball  bat  in  one  hand  and 
a  copy  of  the  philosopher  Wittgen¬ 
stein  in  the  other  ...  a  man  of  the 
people  and  of  the  academy.” 

Sample  is  author  of  books  includ¬ 
ing  Blue  Collar  Ministry,  U.S.  Life¬ 
styles  and  Mainline  Churches,  and 
Living  With  Will  Rogers.  He  is  a 
native  of  Brookhaven,  Miss. 
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in  the 
seams 


Bishop  William  Oden 


The  poet-historian  Carl  Sandburg  has  written  a  six  volume  unparal¬ 
leled  work  on  the  life  of  Abraham  Lincoln.  As  he  discussed  the  coming 
into  prominence  of  Lincoln,  he  mused  that  Lincoln  lived  during  a  time 
when  the  old  had  died  and  the  new  had  not  yet  been  born.  He  saw  Lin¬ 
coln  as  living  in  the  “seams”  that  separated  the  old  from  the  new. 

Recently,  Antonio  Gramsci  captured  the  present  state  of  religious 
life  in  the  U.  S.  when  he  wrote  in  his  prison  notebooks.  “The  crisis  con¬ 
sists  precisely  in  the  fact  that  the  old  is  dying  and  the  new  cannot  yet 
be  born.” 

More  and  more,  we  see  signs  that  much  of  the  way  the  church  has 
been  structured  is  being  called  into  question  and  even  cast  aside.  De¬ 
nominational  studies,  letters  to  the  editor,  restlessness  among  laity 
about  our  general  church  structure,  and  many  other  signs  point  to  this 
reality.  Yet,  a  clear  vision  of  how  the  church  should  be  shaped  and 
structured  to  meet  emerging  needs  of  our  society  has  not  been  formed. 

None  of  us  really  know  who  has  the  gift  of  discernment  as  to  which 
new  forms  are  authentically  the  most  faithful  for  our  time.  So  we  keep 
working  and  watching;  sort  of  a  perpetual  advent. 

Paul  Philibert  has  edited  an  intriguing  new  book.  Living  in  the 
Meantime.  A  chapter  by  Sean  Sammon  reminds  us  that  there  is  a  life 
cycle  of  religious  institutions.  These  include  a  time  of  foundation,  a  pe¬ 
riod  of  expansion  followed  by  stabilization,  after  which  there  inevitably 
comes  a  time  of  calling  the  present  structure  into  question.  This  is  fol¬ 
lowed  by  a  critical  period  when  the  religious  institution  either  is  re¬ 
newed  by  going  back  to  its  foundation  principles  and  applying  them  in 
new  ways  to  the  future  or  it  enters  further  decay  and  decline. 

These  words  make  sense  as  we  think  about  the  history  of  Method¬ 
ism.  It  was  John  Wesley  in  England  and  Francis  Asbury  in  America 
who  gave  us  our  theological  and  missional  foundations.  Both  had  a  pas¬ 
sionate  concern  for  those  outside  of  the  church  who  did  not  know  Jesus 
Christ.  This  foundation,  which  began  with  Wesley’s  preaching  in  the 
mid-1740’s  and  continued  through  the  Christmas  Conference  in  the 
United  States  in  1784,  gave  Methodism  its  vision  and  power.  The  ex¬ 
pansion  time  began  with  the  opening  of  the  American  frontier  and  the 
“churching”  of  this  frontier  with  Methodist  circuit  riders,  camp  meet¬ 
ings,  new  towns,  cities,  and  communities.  This  was  followed  by  a  time 
of  “settledowness”  and  stabilization.  Following  World  War  II,  the 
church  entered  into  a  time  of  flowering  and  stable  growth.  By  the  early 
1960’s,  a  number  of  very  polarized  issues  in  our  society  began  to  enter 
the  life  of  the  church. 


We  are  definitely  in  a  critical  period  when  the  old  is  passing  and  the 
new  has  not  been  made  clear.  One  author  has  said  this  is  best  exempli¬ 
fied  as  a  sense  of  loss  of  a  future.  Not  that  Methodism  has  no  future, 
but  rather  the  future  many  persons  expected  may  well  not  come  to  pass. 
In  other  words,  we  may  be  a  different  type  of  church  in  the  future  than 
we  have  assumed  we  would  be  and  are  structured  to  become.  Another 
scholar  reflecting  on  life  in  the  seams  says,  “We  are  like  adult  children 
whose  parents  have  died;  the  family  home  has  been  sold;  familiar  rela¬ 
tionships  and  guidelines  are  gone.  How  do  we  now  celebrate  our  history 
and  our  holidays?” 

Yet,  there  is  much  good  news  about  this  process.  The  church  is  ask¬ 
ing  some  very  important  questions  about  what  it  means  to  be  Christian 
in  a  day  when  the  church  is  being  shoved  to  the  edge  of  our  culture. 
There  are  those  who  would  suggest  that  just  as  Jesus  was  edged  out  of 
culture  and  placed  on  a  cross,  so  the  church  has  an  opportunity  to  faith¬ 
fully  witness  from  that  edge  to  all  of  society. 

It  is  Jesus  Christ  that  is  the  same  yesterday,  today,  tomorrow.  Not 
the  way  his  body  is.organized. 


Mary's  Chapel,  Angie,  receives  $20,000  grant 
from  General  Board  to  finish  building  project 


Mary’s  Chapel  UMC,  Angie,  has 
received  a  $20,000  grant  in  church 
extension  funds  to  construct  a 
much-needed  parking  lot  as  the  last 
leg  of  its  25-year  building  project. 

The  grant  to  this  African-Ameri¬ 
can  congregation  is  one  of  40  being 
funded  this  year  to  develop  and 
strengthen  The  United  Methodist 
Church’s  commitment  to  its  racial- 
ethnic  minority  churches. 

Specifically,  the  money  comes 
from  UMC’s  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries’  National  Pro¬ 
gram  Division.  The  program’s  mis¬ 
sion  is  to  incorporate  racial-ethnic 
minority  churches  into  the  ongoing 


life  of  the  church  at  all  levels. 

“Being  a  rural  church  has  its  chal¬ 
lenges,”  said  Rev.  Oscar  Tippin, 
pastor  of  Mary’s  Chapel  in  North 
Shore  District.  But  the  church 
maintains  several  mission  and  out¬ 
reach  programs,  including  ongoing 
prison  ministry  and  summer  activi¬ 
ties  for  high  school  youth.  The 
church  often  works  in  cooperation 
with  the  two  other  churches  in  the 
same  charge.  Live  Oak  and  Wesley 
Ray. 

And  with  the  benefits  of  a  close, 
caring  community,  Tippin  said, 
“we’re  doing  better  than  a  lot  of  ur¬ 
ban  churches.” 
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Pre-Conference  meetings  in  all  districts 
to  provide  details  on  key  issues,  projects 

People  planning  to  attend  the  1995  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  ses¬ 
sion  in  Shreveport  will  be  better  prepared  to  participate  if  they  attend  the 
Pre-Conference  Training  Sessions  to  be  held  in  each  of  the  nine  districts. 
Information  will  be  given  about  key  Conference  issues. 

Explanation  is  to  be  supplied  about  the  unique  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries  project.  This  project,  a  fund-raising  and  informational  drive, 
will  benefit  Peoples  Community  Center  in  New  Orleans.  It  also  is  aimed  to 
acquaint  people  with  the  members  and  purposes  of  Conference  agencies, 
boards  and  commissions. 

Participants  in  the  district  meetings  will  have  opportunities  to  ask  ques¬ 
tions  regarding  matters  of  interest  and  concern  to  them  and  their  churches. 
District  superintendents  and  other  leaders  will  be  present. 

The  sessions  are  scheduled  as  follows: 

Acadiana  Berwick  UMC  May  2 1 , 3:00  p.m. 

Asbury  UMC,  Lafayette  May  22,  7:00  p.m. 

Alexandria  First  UMC,  Alexandria  May  22, 6:30  p.m. 

Baton  Rouge  Wesley  UMC,  Baton  Rouge  May  21,  3:00  p.m' 

Lake  Charles  Wesley  UMC,  Sulphur  May  2 1 ,  3:00  p.m. 

Monroe  First  UMC,  Winnsboro  May  21,  3:00  p.m. 

New  Orleans  Rayne  Memorial  UMC  May  23, 5:30  p.m. 

North  Shore  First  UMC,  Hammond  May  18, 7:00  p.m. 

Ruston  Fist  UMC,  Minden  May  21,  2:30  p.m. 

Shreveport  Broadmoor,  Shreveport  May  22, 7:00  p.m. 
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How  to  heal  America's  cancer  of  hate 


A  cancer  called  hate — most  re¬ 
cently  shown  in  the  bombing  of 
the  federal  building  in  Oklahoma 
City— grows  on  America’s  soul. 

Even  as  we  heal  the  survivors 
and  mourn  and  bury  our  dead, 
there  lingers  a  dilemma  we  can’t 
unravel:  Why  did  the  Oklahoma 
City  bombing  occur? 

Some  would  cite  the  readily  ap¬ 
parent  effects  of  hate  groups,  hate 
speech  and  separatist  militias,  re¬ 
portedly  violently  angry  with 
“government.”  However,  our  per¬ 
spective  differs: 

We  believe  that  the  Oklahoma 
City  bombing  and  its  aftermath  of 
suspicion  and  fear  show  that  evil, 
evidenced  by  hate,  continues  to  be 
a  reality  in  the  world. 

Sadly,  we  Christians  must  bear 
some  complicity  in  allowing  an  at¬ 
mosphere  of  hate  to  flourish.  We 
have  kept  silent  as  hate  spewed 
across  print  and  over  airwaves. 
We  have  even  practiced  hate 
among  ourselves.  One  need  only 
look  at  the  polemical  squabbles  of 
virtually  every  American  denomi¬ 
nation  to  see  the  extent  of  our  sin 
in  this  regard  (see  related  “Here  I 
Stand”  at  right). 

Even  as  we  confess  our  complic¬ 
ity,  we  surmise  that  little  will  be 
gained  by  continuing  to  poke  and 
worry  the  cancer  of  hate  on  Amer¬ 
ica’s  soul.  The  Apostle  Paul  makes 
clear  that  the  results  of  such  a 
preoccuption  are  what  he  calls 
“the  works  of  the  flesh,”  among 
them  enmities,  strife,  jealousy,  an¬ 
ger,  quarrels,  dissensions,  factions 
and  such  (Galatians  5:19,20). 

Instead,  with  all  that  is  in  us,  we 
must  offer  God’s  solution:  Stead¬ 
fast  love,  the  only  force  that  will 
conquer  hate.  Some  suggestions: 

■  Speak  of  love.  We  testify  to  a 
God  of  eternally  boundless  love 
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for  humanity.  God’s  love  first  was 
made  known  through  the  prophets 
and  was  realized  in  Jesus.  This 
love  transcends  our  differences, 
transform^  us  into  communities 
and  is  available  to  all.  Any  asser¬ 
tion  to  the  contrary — particularly 
hate  speech  that  promulgates  vio¬ 
lence — is  not  of  God,  and  we 
should  say  so. 

■  Act  in  love.  Our  nation  needs 
to  see  God’s  love  in  action  daily 
everywhere  as  it  has  been  shown 
in  Oklahoma  City. 

In  rural  areas,  love  requires  that 
our  churches  continue  to  support 
and  reassure  farmers  whose  ongo¬ 
ing  crisis  makes  them  vulnerable 
to  the  temptations  of  separatist 
militias.  In  urban  and  suburban 
areas,  our  congregations  must 
form  the  core  of  community  ef¬ 
forts  to  enhance  the  economy  and 
bridge  gulfs  of  race  and  class. 

■  Live  in  love.  In  our  striving  to 
wash  away  the  hate  that  stains 
America,  the  Apostle  Paul’s  words 
remain  our  best  guide:  “Love  is  pa¬ 
tient;  love  is  kind;  love  is  not  envi¬ 
ous  or  boastful  or  arrogant  or  rude. 
It  does  not  insist  on  its  own  way;  it 
is  not  irritable  or  resentful;  it  does 
not  rejoice  in  wrongdoing,  but  re¬ 
joices  in  the  truth.  It  bears  all 
things,  believes  all  things,  hopes  all 
things,  endures  all  things.”  (1  Co¬ 
rinthians  13:4-7  NRSV). 

The  healing  of  America’s  can¬ 
cerous  hate  will  be  painstaking. 
What  is  required  of  us  is  not  suc¬ 
cess  but  faithfulness,  relying  upon 
our  conviction  that  our  nation’s 
fate — and  its  redemption — rest  in 
the  hands  of  the  God  who  is  Love. 


PHOTO  BY  RHONDA  COLiEY 

OKLAHOMA  CITY — The  bombed-out  shell  of  the  federal  build¬ 
ing  shows  the  open  wound  of  hate  that  exists  today  in  the  United 
States.  Yet  Christians  can  bear  the  single  force  that  overcomes 
hate  (see  related  editorial  at  left). 


Our  concern  should  be  whether  we  praise 
God,  not  'correct'  versus  'different'  praise 


A  letter  from  Midland,  Texas, (see 
UMR,  April  21)  which  complained 
of  problems  from  heterodox  mem¬ 
bers  and  the  need  to  get  back  to  clas¬ 
sic,  orthodox  Christianity  called  my 
attention  to  the  word  “orthodox.” 

“Orthodox"  is  a  combination  of 
the  Greek  words  for  “correct”  and 
“praise.”  Literally,  then,  an  ortho¬ 
dox  person  praises  in  the  correct 
way.  By  contrast,  going  by  the 
words  themselves,  a  heterodox  per¬ 
son  engages  in  “different”  praise.” 

I’m  not  sure  there  is  a  “correct” 
way  to  praise  in  United  Method¬ 
ism.  In  fact,  we  have  had  a  tradition 
of  diversity  extending  from  John 
Wesley,  who  said,  “If  thy  heart  is  as 
my  heart,  then  give  me  thy  hand,” 
to  A1  Carmines  who  wrote  the  beau¬ 
tiful  hymn  "Many  Gifts,  One  Spir¬ 
it”  (Number  114  in  our  United 
Methodist  Hymnal).  Verse  2  is  es¬ 
pecially  noteworthy: 

God  of  many  colors,  God  of  many 
signs. 

You  have  made  us  different,  bless¬ 
ing  many  kinds. 

As  the  old  ways  disappear,  let  your 
love  cast  out  our  fear. 

Rather  than  “correct  praise”  ver- 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 


sus  “different  praise,”  our  concern 
should  be  focused  on  absence  of 
praise,  failure  to  praise,  fear  of 
praise.  And  as  new  ways  raise  ques¬ 
tions  about  the  old — witness  the 
editorial  in  the  same  issue  about 
computers  and  cyberspace  wor¬ 
ship — let  us  pray  on  behalf  of  each 
United  Methodist,  no  matter  how 
“different,”  a  stronger  connection 
with  God  so  that  God’s  love  may 
cast  our  fear.  Then  we  can  join  in 
the  chorus  as  well: 

Many  gifts,  one  Spirit,  one  love 
known  in  many  ways. 

In  our  difference  is  blessing,  from 
diversity  we  praise 

One  Giver,  One  Lord,  One  Spirit, 
One  Word 

Known  in  many  ways,  hallowing 
our  days. 

For  the  Giver,  for  the  gifts,  praise, 
praise,  praise! 

Jack  Day 

Columbia,  Maryland 


Pray  for  the  Clintons 

A  response  to  letters  from  Nadine 
Thurman,  Robert  Green  and  an  or¬ 
ganist  of  a  small  United  Methodist 
Church  as  printed  in  April  28  Re¬ 
porter: 

Do  you  believe  in  prayer?  Why 
not  pray  for  your  President  and  his 
wife  instead  of  finding  fault  with 
every  thing  they  do  and  say?  That  is 
the  Christian  solution  to  any  prob¬ 
lem! 

To  Nadine  Thurman  I  say,  we  are 
NOT  tired  of  Hillary  Clinton!  She  is 
a  dedicated  member  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church  and  should  be  re¬ 
spected  for  the  many  kind  deeds  she 
has  done,  and  is  doing. 

And  as  to  John  A.  Lovelace,  he 
has  been  reporting  newsworthy  in¬ 
formation  without  bias  for  many 
years.  He  is  to  be  commended  rath¬ 
er  than  criticized. 

It  is  so  sad  to  see  people  act  so 
self  righteous  and  be  consumed 
with  disrespect  and  yes,  envy,  of 
our  first  lady,  President  and  com¬ 
municators. 

It  is  time  for  all  of  us  to  unite  and 
put  away  petty  grievances,  for  only 
then  can  we  hope  to  be  the  kind  of 
citizens  needed  to  keep  our  country. 
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“under  God,”  great. 

Look  for  the  good  in  others! 

Anna  Pearl  Armstrong 
Paducah,  Texas 

Keep  it  simple 

I  wonder  why  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  is  so  busy  parroting 
the  secular  world  in  all  its  pro¬ 
nouncements  and  lofty  ideas.  What 
is  wrong  with  the  common  every¬ 
day  language  of  the  rank-and-file 
Christian? 


In  other  words,  use  the  KISS 
principle — Keep  It  Simple,  Stupid! 

Lawrence  G.  Fields 
LaRue,  Ohio 

Misleading 

The  lead  item  in  the  “Faith  Watch” 
column  for  April  14  was  somewhat 
misleading.  The  Easter  worship  ser¬ 
vice  on  ABC  was  not  “part  of  its  ex¬ 
panded  coverage  of  religion  in 
America,”  but  was  presented  as  part 
of  an  on-going  series  of  liturgical  ser¬ 
vices  from  members  of  the  Interfaith 
Broadcasting  Commission. 

The  IBC  has  presented  Easter, 
Christmas,  and  High  Holy  Day  ser¬ 
vices  on  ABC  since  1987  (when  the 
faith  groups  began  producing  these 
services  themselves — prior  to  that 
ABC  had  produced  the  services). 
ABC  provides  a  feed  to  its  stations 
for  these  programs.  These  liturgical 
programs  are  in  addition  to  the  four 
one-hour  documentary  programs 
presented  by  the  IBC  on  ABC  sta¬ 
tions  under  the  umbrella  title  of 
“Vision  and  Values.” 

Dave  Pomeroy 
New  York,  New  York 

Editor’s  note:  Mr.  Pomeroy  is  trea¬ 
surer  of  the  Interfaith  Broadcasting 
Commission.  We  regret  the  error. 


Tell  us  your  views! 

Address  letters  for  publication 
to  "Letters  to  the  Editor."  Include 
your  full  name,  address  and 
telephone  number: 
tf)By  mail  to  P.O.  Box  660275, 
Dallas, TX  75266-0275 
•By  fax  to  214-630-0079 
r  By  E-mail: 

Via  EcuNet:  mailbox  "UMR" 
Via  CompuServe:  76113,662 
Via  Internet: 

761 13.662@compuserve.com 
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Authentic  Christianity 
is  both  'deep  and  wide' 


By  O.  GERALD  TRIGG 

If,  as  some  suggest,  the  constituen¬ 
cy  of  The  United  Methodist  Church 
reflects  the  diversity  of  the  United 
States  as  a  whole,  the  conflicts  we 
witness  within  the  church  simply 
may  reflect  the  “culture  wars”  that 
U.S.  society  is  experiencing. 

After  all,  in  what  other  denomi¬ 
nation  would  one  find  almost  equal 
numbers  of  Republicans  and  Dem¬ 
ocrats,  ranging  from  Barry  Goldwa- 
ter  and  Robert  Dole  to  George 
McGovern  and  Hillary  Clinton? 
Obviously  such  a  mix  will  “mix  it 
up”  on  matters  of  faith  and  values. 

But  can  this  account  for  the  feroc¬ 
ity  of  the  opinions  felt  and  ex¬ 
pressed  within  the  church? 

Poles  apart 

At  the  heart  of  the  current  conflict 
is  the  suspicion,  if  not  the  conviction, 
that  those  with  whom  we  disagree  on 
issues  under  debate  are  “heretics.” 
Not  only  are  United  Methodists,  like 
other  Americans,  often  poles  apart 
on  issues  of  faith  and  values,  but 
within  the  church  there  are  defenders 
of  the  poles  who  seem  determined  to 
keep  us  polarized. 

These  defenders  of  the  poles  are 
best  represented  within  United 
Methodism  by  the  Good  News 
movement  defending  one  pole  and 
the  Methodist  Federation  for  Social 
Action  defending  the  other  pole. 

Each  organization  came  into  exis¬ 
tence  to  lift  themes  which  its  sup¬ 
porters  sensed  had  been  ignored  or 
muted  within  the  wider  church.  In 
their  respective  roles  as  prompters 
and  informers,  each  group  serves  an 
important,  even  vital,  function. 

Yet  despite  their  reason  for  being 
and  the  fact  that  they  have  taken 
their  stands  in  the  name  of  Christ 
(and  perhaps  John  Wesley),  they 
threaten  to  undermine  the  spirit  of 
Christ  and  the  good  name  of  Wesley. 

Perhaps  the  father  of  the  conflict 
within  The  United  Methodist 
Church  is  none  other  than  Method¬ 
ism’s  founder  himself. 

Wesley,  after  all,  bequeathed  to 
succeeding  generations  the  theologi¬ 
cal  method  which  the  late  theolo¬ 
gian  Albert  Outler  identified  as  the 
“quadrilateral.”  The  key  to  sound 
faith,  Wesley  argued,  was  to  keep  in 
proper  perspective  the  high  stand¬ 
ards  of  Scripture,  tradition,  experi¬ 
ence  and  reason  (see  UMR  editorial 
series,  March  3-April  14). 

That  sounds  good.  The  problem 
is  that  in  determining  our  response 
to  the  controversial  issues  confront¬ 
ing  the  church  these  days,  upon 
which  of  these  high  standards  do  we 
place  the  emphasis? 

One  pole  stresses  Scripture  sup¬ 
ported  by  tradition,  while  the  other 
weighs  in  on  reason  confirmed  by 
experience. 

Heretical  dogmatism? 

Is  it  possible  that  both  stances  are 
heretical  in  their  dogmatism?  Would 
not  true  Wesleyan  doctrine  keep  all 
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the  elements  of  the  quadrilateral  in 
creative  tension,  thus  helping  the  en¬ 
tire  body  to  grow? 

And  would  not  authentic  com¬ 
mitment  to  the  spirit  of  Christ,  who 
prayed  that  his  disciples  would  “all 
be  one,  that  the  world  might  be¬ 
lieve,”  require  avoiding  anything 
that  might  “put  asunder  what  God 
(and  Wesley)  has  joined”? 

There  is  a  streak  of  fundamental¬ 
ism  within  many  United  Method¬ 
ists  these  days  that  seeks  to  “win 
the  day  against  heresy”  just  as  the 
fundamentalists  have  sought  to  win 
every  battle  within  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention.  The  difference 
between  us  and  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists  is  that  United  Methodists  have 
fundamentalists  on  both  right  and 
left.  Each  side  seems  to  have  a  com¬ 
plete  grasp  of  a  half-truth. 

Emerson  argued  that  when  it 
came  to  conservatives  and  liberals, 
each  made  for  a  necessary  half  and 
an  impossible  whole.  That  certainly 
is  the  case  within  United  Method¬ 
ism.  Each  side,  representing  a  small 
but  highly  vocal  minority,  offers  a 
needed  perspective  to  comprehend 
more  nearly  the  whole  of  truth,  in 
Scripture  and  in  life,  provided  each 
side  acknowledges  the  importance 
of  the  other’s  position. 

But  here  is  the  true  heresy:  Each 
side  speaks  and  acts  as  though  God 
and  truth  reside  in  them  alone. 

In  truth  there  exist  today  United 
Methodist  congregations  that  repre¬ 
sent  one  or  the  other  pole.  Those 
committed  to  standards  of  Scripture 
and  tradition  are  so  deep  they  are 
narrow.  Those  committed  to  wide  in¬ 
clusion  and  diversity  as  the  way  to 
uphold  experience  and  reason  be¬ 
come  so  broad  they  are  shallow. 

When  we  will  learn  that  authentic 
Christianity  embraces  both  poles, 
that  true  faith  is,  as  we  sang  in  Sun¬ 
day  school,  “deep  and  wide”? 

As  the  1996  General  Conference 
approaches  and  the  poles  continue  to 
pull  the  center  apart  over  questions 
of  heresy,  the  denomination  lurches 
toward  a  showdown  in  Denver  that 
will  leave  the  great  center  seriously 
weakened  if  not  mortally  wounded. 
And  that  is  the  greater  heresy! 

"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  share  their  opin¬ 
ions  and  concerns  about  issues  facing  the 
church.  Any  reader  may  submit  an  article 
for  consideration  (two  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to  "Here  I 
Stand, "  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O. 
Box  66027 5,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


I'm  convinced  that  God 
always  answers  prayer 


By  RAY  SAPP 

I  have  always  liked  the  saying, 
“Pray  like  it  all  depends  on  God 
and  work  like  it  all  depends  on 
you.”  And,  with  varying  degrees  of 
success,  I  have  been  applying  that 
maxim  to  my  life  during  the  last  few 
years. 

Recently,  I  have  seen  the  effect 
that  prayer  has  had  on  the  lives  of 
some  people  I  know.  I  have  heard  of 
a  man  whose  heart  disease  was 
cured.  His  daughter  called  it  “a  mir¬ 
acle.”  This  man  was  as  near  death 
as  you  can  get  and  his  chances  of 
surviving  an  operation  were  in 
question.  The  disease  vanished  and 
an  operation  was  unnecessary. 

I  have  seen  a  person,  filled  with 
anger  and  despair,  turn  life  around. 
Now,  committed  to  a  purpose,  this 
person  is  marching  forward  toward 
a  goal  and  has  regained  a  desire  to 
lead  a  meaningful  and  positive  life. 

The  doubters  would  say  that 
these  two  instances  are  merely  coin¬ 
cidence,  that  this  is  nothing  more 
than  the  natural  progression  of 
events.  They  would  say  that  doctors 
can  make  mistakes  in  their  diagno¬ 
sis  or  that  people  can  change. 

I  have  to  believe  that  these  show 
how  the  Lord  answers  his  people’s 
prayers.  Now  this,  like  almost  ev¬ 
erything  connected  with  God,  goes 
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against  our  human  nature.  We  dis¬ 
trust  things  that  are  beyond  our 
physical  perception.  To  believe  in 
the  power  of  prayer,  we  must  have 
faith.  We  must  have  a  willingness  to 
accept  things  we  cannot  see,  hear  or 
touch. 

Prayer  must  be  conducted  with 
the  personal  assurance  that  it  will 
be  answered,  even  though  that  an¬ 
swer  may  not  be  the  one  we  are 
looking  for  (yes,  no,  or  wait).  Sadly, 
I  have  seen  people  give  up  on 
prayer.  Having  not  received  what 
they  consider  to  be  a  timely  answer, 
they  quit,  feeling  abandoned  and 
alone.  They  have  forgotten  (or  nev¬ 
er  realized)  that  God  will  work  His 
will  in  His  own  time. 

Jesus  told  us  to  “pray  in  and  all 
things”  and  to  “pray  without  ceas¬ 
ing.”  You  may  not  get  an  “E-mail” 
stating  that  your  prayer  has  been  re¬ 
ceived  or  an  action  date  on  your  re¬ 
quest. 

But,  rest  assured,  God  hears  your 
plea.  He  will  answer  your  prayer. 
Just  wait,  and  work  in  His  will. 
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'DEEP  SORROW':  Bishops  from  four 
Methodist  denominations  expressed  “deep  sor¬ 
row”  over  the  recent  tragedy  in  Oklahoma 
City,  in  a  resolution  approved  at  their  closing 
session  in  Austin,  Texas,  on  April  28,  the  bish¬ 
ops  offered  their  condolences  to  the  Oklahoma 
families  affected  and  urged  members  of  their 
four  churches  to  “do  all  they  possibly  can  in 
aid  to  the  victims.”  The  bishops  represent 
three  historically  black  Methodist  denomina¬ 
tions — African  Methodist  Episcopal,  African 
Methodist  Episcopal  Zion,  and  Christian 
Methodist  Episcopal — and  the  predominantly 
white  United  Methodist  Church. 


DISABILITY  LEAVE:  Bishop  Forrest  C. 

Stith  (New  York  Area)  has  been  granted  dis¬ 
ability  leave  by  the  North¬ 
eastern  Jurisdictional 
Committee  on  Episcopacy. 
The  church’s  Council  of 
Bishops,  meeting  April  29- 
May  5  in  Austin,  Texas, 
named  retired  Bishop 
James  K.  Mathews  of 
Washington,  D.C.,  to  serve 
in  Bishop  Stith’s  absence, 
beginning  June  1.  Church  policy  provides  dis¬ 
ability  leave  for  bishops  “who  by  reason  of  im¬ 
paired  health  are  temporarily  unable  to 
perform  full  work.” 


'INTERNAL  INDIFFERENCE':  Con¬ 
cerns  about  children  and  the  American  family 
were  shared  with  Methodist  bishops  by  Carol 
H.  Rasco,  domestic  policy  adviser  to  President 
Clinton.  Ms.  Rasco,  a  United  Methodist,  urged 
the  episcopal  leaders  of  four  Methodist  denomi¬ 
nations  to  work  against  cuts  in  federal  pro¬ 
grams  serving  the  poor.  She  also  urged  the 
bishops  to  lead  their  constituents  in  supporting 
the  nomination  of  Henry  Foster  as  U.S.  Sur¬ 
geon  General. 

COVENANTING  CHURCHES:  The 

October  20-24  General  Assembly  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  Church  (Disciples  of  Christ)  will  make  an 
important  ecumenical  decision  concerning  a 
nine-denomination  unity  proposal  for  “covenant 
communion.”  According  to  the  Rev.  Paul  A. 
Crow,  Jr.,  president  of  the  denomination’s 
Council  on  Christian  Unity,  the  plan  “reaf¬ 
firms  us  as  a  church  wanting  to  contribute  to 
the  whole  body  of  Christ  and  not  turned  in  on 
itself  and  dealing  with  its  own  problems.” 
Twenty-eight  of  the  Disciples’  36  regions  are 
currently  involved  in  “covenanting  councils.” 
These  are  one-  to  three-day  seminars  that 
teach  congregations  about  Disciples  identity 
and  church  unity.  (See  related  story  elsewhere 
on  this  page.) 

BROADCASTER  DIES:  Norvell  Slater, 

87,  who  hosted  one  of  the  nation’s  longest-run¬ 
ning  religious  radio  programs,  died  of  heart  dis¬ 
ease  April  18  in  Dallas.  Hymns  We  Love,  Mr. 
Slater’s  early  Sunday  morning  show  of  hymns 
and  other  spiritual  music,  aired  for  41  years  un¬ 
til  he  retired  in  1993.  His  career  began  in  1929 
when  he  was  a  part-time  announcer,  piano  play¬ 
er  and  singer  on  WBAP  radio  while  studying 
music  at  Southwestern  Baptist  Theological 
Seminary  in  Fort  Worth,  Texas. 

REFLECTION  ON  TRAGEDY:  Okla¬ 
homa  Area  United  Methodist  Bishop  Dan  E. 
Solomon  shared  a  “reflection  on  the  Oklaho¬ 
ma  City  Tragedy”  May  2  with  his  colleagues 
on  the  Council  of  Bishops.  The  report  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  form  the  basis  for  a  pastoral  letter  to 
be  issued  by  the  bishops.  Bishop  Solomon  of¬ 
fered  three  “next  steps”  for  United  Methodists: 
Rebuild  relational  bridges,  “expect  of  ourselves 
definitive,  Jesus-dominated  Christian  living” 
and  “risk  more  for  Jesus-styled  justice.”  (See 
other  coverage  of  the  Council  of  Bishops  on 
this  page  and  in  later  issues  of  the  Reporter). 

NO  VIDEO:  A  news  story  in  the  May  5 
Reporter  listed  information  from  the  Oklaho¬ 
ma  Annual  Conference  on  a  videotaped  work¬ 
shop  on  helping  children  deal  with  traumatic 
disasters.  Oklahoma  officials  now  report  that 
because  of  technical  difficulties,  the  videotape 
is  unavailable  at  this  time. 
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Conference-goers 
say  church  has 
moved  away  from 
core  of  its  faith 

By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

ATLANTA — Believing  the 
Gospel  to  be  under  serious  attack 
from  theological  ferment,  some 
800  United  Methodists  of  the 
Confessing  Movement  gathered 
April  28-29  to  draft  a  three-page 
statement  calling  The  United 
Methodist  Church  to  doctrinal 
integrity. 

The  Confessing  Movement 
came  into  being  last  year  at  a 
meeting  of  102  people  invited  by 
the  Rev.  Maxie  Dunnam,  presi¬ 
dent  of  Asbury  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary;  the  Rev.  Thomas  C.  Oden, 
professor  of  theology  at  United 
Methodist-related  Drew  Theo¬ 
logical  School,  Madison,  N.J.; 
and  retired  Bishop  William  R. 
Cannon  of  Atlanta. 

The  Confessing  Movement 
now  claims  more  than  1 3,000  ad¬ 
herents,  both  individuals  and 
congregations,  in  45  states.  Its 
steering  committee  is  chaired  by 
the  Rev.  John  Ed  Mathison,  se¬ 
nior  pastor  of  Frazer  Memorial 
United  Methodist  Church  in 
Montgomery,  Ala. 

Interspersed  with  worship, 
prayers  and  hymn  singing,  the 
gathering  was  focused  on  a  single 
task:  crafting  its  confession  of 
faith  in  Jesus  Christ  as  the  explic¬ 
it,  unalterable  core  of  the 
church’s  doctrine  based  upon  the 
apostolic  witness  and  early 


Christian  authorities. 

To  that  end,  the  group  divided 
into  subcommittees  to  review  a 
statement  offered  by  a  drafting 
committee  chaired  by  the  Rev. 
William  Hinson,  senior  pastor  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
of  Houston,  Texas. 

The  participants’  unanimity 
was  demonstrated  in  how  quickly 
they  proceeded  with  their  task. 
Once  revised  with  input  from  the 
10  or  so  small  groups,  the  con¬ 
fessing  statement  was  adopted  by 
unanimous  acclamation  after 
about  90  minutes  of  discussion 
(see  excerpts  from  the  text  at 
right). 

The  gathering  was  overwhelm¬ 
ingly  white  racially  and  about  60 
percent  male.  In  response  to  a 
black  participant  who  comment¬ 
ed  he  hoped  more  people  of  color 
will  join  the  movement,  Dr.  Hin¬ 
son  replied  that  “We’re  all  un¬ 
comfortable  that  this  gathering 
doesn’t  include  more  people  of 
color.” 

At  a  press  conference  after  the 
event,  the  Reporter  asked  the 
four  men  who  represented  the 
steering  committee  about  the  ap¬ 
parent  absence  of  women  from 
the  movement’s  leadership,  ex¬ 
cept  for  a  morning  devotional  led 
by  the  Rev.  Barbara  Brokhoff  of 
Clearwater,  Fla. 

Dr.  Dunnam  replied  that  the 
steering  committee  includes  Dr. 
Evelyn  Laycock,  director  of  the 
Southeastern  Jurisdiction’s  Laity 
Institute  at  Lake  Junaluska, 
N.C.;  the  Rev.  Andrea  Bishop, 
an  African-American  pastor  in 
Waterloo,  Iowa;  and  the  Rev. 
Karen  Booth,  a  pastor  in  Long 
Neck,  Del.  Ms.  Booth  participat- 


seeking  doctrinal  integrity 

ed  in  a  portion  of  the  conference, 
but  Dr.  I  .uycock  and  Ms.  Bishop 
had  prior  commitments,  he  add¬ 
ed. 

With  the  adoption  of  its  state¬ 
ment,  the  Confessing  Move¬ 
ment’s  leaders  plan  these  actions, 
among  others: 

■  Mailing  the  statement  and 
information  about  the  movement 
to  United  Methodist  clergy  and 
lay  leaders  of  United  Methodist 
congregations,  an  estimated 
77,000  people. 

■  Encouraging  pastors  in  the 
movement  to  preach  on  the  three 
points  of  the  confessing  state¬ 
ment. 

■  Encouraging  laypeople  to 
conduct  study  groups  on  the  con¬ 
fessing  statement. 

■  Preparing  legislation  on 
doctrinal  intergrity  for  consider¬ 
ation  at  the  1996  General  Con¬ 
ference  in  Denver. 

Among  the  ideas  put  forth  at 
the  Atlanta  gathering  was  a  pro¬ 
posal  to  remove  the  section  on 
“Our  Theological  Task”  from  the 
Book  of  Discipline.  That  section 
spells  out  a  theological  method, 
attributed  to  Methodism’s 
founder  John  Wesley,  that  em¬ 
ploys  Scripture,  tradition,  experi¬ 
ence  and  reason  as  the  means  to 
test  doctrine. 

“We  have  replaced  commit¬ 
ment  to  the  great  doctrines  of  the 
church  with  commitment  to  a 
speculative  theory  of  religious 
knowledge,”  said  the  Rev. 

William  (Billy)  Abraham,  profes¬ 
sor  of  evangelism  and  philosophy 
of  religion  at  United  Methodist- 
related  Perkins  School  of  Theol¬ 
ogy  in  Dallas. 
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H  “The  crisis  before  us  is  this:  Will  The  United  Methodist 
Church  confess,  and  be  unified  by,  the  apostolic  faith  in  Jesus 
Christ;  or  will  The  United  Methodist  Church  challenge  the  prima¬ 
cy  of  Scripture  and  justify  the  acceptance  of  beliefs  incompatible 
with  our  Articles  of  Religion  and  Confession  of  Faith?” 

■  "We  confess  .  .  .  that  Jesus  Christ  is  the  one  and  only  Son 
of  God.  Confession  of  Jesus  as  the  Son  is  essential,  not  a  matter 
of  personal  opinion." 

■  "We  confess  . . .  that  Jesus  Christ  is  the  one  and  only  Savior 
of  the  world.  ...  We  repudiate  teachings  that  repress,  turn  away 
from,  or  offer  substitutes  for  the  atoning  death  and  life-giving  resur¬ 
rection  of  Jesus.  We  oppose  any  redefinition  of  the  Christian  faith 
that  diminishes  or  eliminates  the  saving  work  of  Jesus  Christ  in  or¬ 
der  to  make  dialogue  with  others  more  agreeable  We  reject  any 
claim  that  regards  the  incarnation,  crucifixion  and  resurrection  as 
merely  one  salvation  among  others.  According  to  the  apostolic  faith, 
such  teachings  are  false  and  unfaithful  to  the  Gospel." 

■  "We  confess  .  .  .  that  Jesus  Christ  is  the  one  and  only  Lord 
of  creation  and  history.  .  .  .True  authority  in  the  Church  holds  the 
community  accountable  to  this  Lord,  especially  when  teachings 
and  practices  arise  that  undermine  or  deny  his  Lordship. 

"We  repudiate  teachings  and  practices  that  misuse  principles 
of  inclusiveness  and  tolerance  to  distort  the  doctrine  and  princi¬ 
ples  of  the  Church.  ...  We  reject  widespread  and  often  unchal¬ 
lenged  practices  in  and  by  the  Church  that  rebel  against  the 
Lordship  of  Jesus  Christ.  For  example: 

"Experimenting  with  pagan  ritual  and  practice; 

"Consuming  the  world's  goods  without  regard  for  the  poor; 

"Accommodating  the  prevailing  patterns  of  sexual  promiscuity, 
serial  marriage  and  divorce; 

"Resigning  ourselves  to  the  injustices  of  racial  and  gender  prej¬ 
udices; 

"Condoning  homosexual  practice;  [and] 

"Ignoring  the  Church’s  long-standing  protection  of  the  unborn 
and  the  mother.  .  .” 


RELIGION  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 

OKLAHOMA  CITY — In  the  shadow  of  the  bombed  federal  building  in  OKC,  a  well-wisher 
erects  a  sign  of  hope.  Similar  expressions  have  come  from  United  Methodist  Bishop  Donald  Ott 
(Michigan  Area),  who  sent  a  letter  of  grief  and  support  to  United  Methodists  in  Oklahoma  City. 
In  solidarity  with  Oklahoma,  Bishop  Ott  said  that  Michigan  United  Methodists  would  offer 
healing  prayers  in  Sunday  worship  services  just  before  the  1995  annual  conference  session; 
raise  a  special  offering  for  child  care  scholarships  or  any  other  ministry  deemed  necessary; 
wear  the  emblems  of  Oklahoma  and  Michigan  during  annual  conference  sessions;  schedule  a 
mission  to  Oklahoma  within  the  next  year;  and  distribute  the  official  position  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  on  hate-related  issues  being  discussed  around  the  country  (see  related  story 
at  right). 


United  Methodists 
still  responding 
to  Oklahoma  needs 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

While  disaster  workers  continue 
sorting  the  rubble  of  the  bombed- 
out  federal  building,  United  Meth¬ 
odists  are  pouring  contributions 
and  expressions  of  sympathy  and 
comfort  to  Oklahoma  City. 

Among  reports  as  of  May  5: 

The  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  has  established  a  special 
fund  to  rebuild  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Oklahoma  City. 

The  board  contributed  the  first 
$100,000  to  the  fund,  Advance 
Special  No.  982700.  Other  dona¬ 
tions  may  be  sent  through  local 
congregation  treasurers,  desig¬ 
nated  for  the  rebuilding  fund. 

Among  those  contributing  to 
the  Oklahoma  City  church  is  the 
congregation  of  Foundry  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Washington. 

“After  reading  the  accounts  of 
the  bombing  in  the  Reporter  I 
was  struck  by  how  many  similar¬ 
ities  there  are  between  First- 
Oklahoma  City  and  Foundry,” 
said  the  Rev.  J.  Philip  Wogaman, 
Foundry’s  senior  pastor. 

“Our  buildings  were  construct¬ 
ed  in  the  same  year — 1904.  They 
had  a  Lincoln  memorial  stained 
glass  window  and  we  have  a  Lin¬ 
coln  window. 

“Most  of  all,  I  was  impressed  by 
their  commitment  to  the  inner  city. 
They  have  an  important  witness 


that  needs  to  be  restored.” 

Dr.  Wogaman  said  that  $2,500 
from  a  special  offering  taken  April 
30  at  Foundry  will  be  sent  directly 
to  the  Rev.  Nick  Harris,  senior  pas¬ 
tor  at  First  UMC  in  Oklahoma 
City. 

Meanwhile,  Bishop  Dan  Solo¬ 
mon  (Oklahoma  Area)  said  he 
hopes  the  Oklahoma  City  bombing 
will  become  a  catalyst  uniting  the 
people  of  America. 

The  bishop  said  he  “hopes  it 
helps  us  come  together  and  . . .  that 
it  causes  us  to  train  ourselves  in  the 
ways  of  peace  and  love.” 

Oklahoma  conference  officials 
have  sketched  out  a  two-year  disas¬ 
ter  response  plan  that  includes  im¬ 
mediate  help  for  victims  and  their 
families,  counseling  for  families  of 
victims,  work  with  children  and 
congregations,  and  clergy  training 
sessions  for  dealing  with  post-trau¬ 
matic  stress. 

The  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Relief  reported  that 
650  families  in  Oklahoma  City 
have  been  displaced  by  the 
bombing.  In  addition,  300  busi¬ 
nesses  are  damaged,  creating 
downtown  unemployment.  Con¬ 
tributions  to  UMCOR’s  Domes¬ 
tic  Disaster  Response,  Advance 
Special  No.  901670-1,  will  aid  the 
Oklahoma  Annual  Conference  in 
responding  to  these  and  other 
needs. 


Bishops  take  lead  toward  'uniting  church' 


United  Methodism  is  the  largest  of  nine  member 
churches.  Its  entry  into  the  Church  of  Christ  Uniting 
has  been  seen  as  crucial  to  the  union  consultation's 
future  ever  since  this  unique  American  church  union 
was  first  proposed  some  30  years  ago. 


The  Foundations  of 
United  Methodist  Faith 


UMR's  recent  editorial  series, 
"The  Foundations  of  United 
Methodist  Faith,"  is  available  in 
a  convenient  8-page  newsprint 
format.  Excellent  for  study 
groups,  confirmation  classes 
and  church  school.  Cost  is  20 
cents  per  booklet.  Shipment 
after  June  I.To  order  call: 
(214)  630-6495  ext.  31. 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 

Editor 

AUSTIN,  Texas — Despite  a  warn¬ 
ing  from  one  of  their  number  that  an 
affirmative  vote  would  dramatically 
change  their  lives,  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Council  of  Bishops  voted  over¬ 
whelmingly  May  5  to  lead  the  church 
toward  full  communion  with  eight 
other  denominations. 

Specifically,  the  bishops  resolved 
that  the  church’s  highest  legislative 
body — the  General  Conference — at 
its  1996  sessions  should  adopt  the 
covenanting  proposal  from  the 
Consultation  on  Church  Union. 
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The  bishops  further  resolved  that 
they  as  a  council  should  oversee 
United  Methodist  participation  in 
the  Church  of  Christ  Uniting. 

United  Methodism  is  the  largest 
of  COCU’s  nine  member  churches. 
Its  entry  into  the  Church  of  Christ 
Uniting  church,  as  COCU  has  de¬ 
fined  the  church  it  envisions,  has 
been  seen  as  crucial  to  the  union 
consultation's  future  ever  since  this 
unique  American  church  union  was 
first  proposed  some  30  years  ago. 

Further,  the  bishops'  support  was 
seen  as  essential  before  any  General 
Conference  agreement  could  be  ex¬ 
pected 

Bishop  William  Boyd  Grove  (Al¬ 
bany  Area),  who  presented  the  reso¬ 
lution  and  vigorously  defended  it 
against  criticism,  said  this  was  the 
bishops’  most  important  ecumeni¬ 
cal  decision  in  many  years. 


The  Church  of  Christ  Uniting  fore¬ 
sees  member  churches  recognizing 
one  another’s  ordained  ministry  as 
equals,  envisions  the  sharing  of  sacra¬ 
ments  across  denominational  lines 
and  anticipates  national,  regional 
and  local  levels  of  relationships. 

One  bishop  speaking  in  favor  of 
the  resolution  identified  the  coven¬ 
anting  plan  as  imperfect  but  said  “it 
is  the  best  we  ave  available.” 

One  mark  of  imperfection  clear 
from  the  bishops’  discussion  is  the 
absence  of  any  anticipated  interna¬ 
tional  activity  by  the  Church  of 


Christ  Uniting.  Even  Bishop  Grove 
acknowledged  this  part  of  the  uniting 
church  proposal  as  “slippery”  be¬ 
cause  some  COCU-member  churches 
have  no  international  aspects. 

The  proposal  anticipates  “coven¬ 
anting  acts  and  relationships”  at  na¬ 
tional,  regional  and  local  levels. 

Bishop  Joseph  Yeakel  (Balti- 
more-Washington  Area)  spoke  most 
strongly  against  the  proposal  and 
was  one  of  two  bishops  voting 
against  it  among  the  approximately 
60  holding  a  show-of-hands  vote.  The 
bishops  later  reconsidered  their  action 


and  declared  the  vote  unanimous. 

Bishop  Grove  closed  an  impas¬ 
sioned  speech  by  predicting  that  a 
close  vote  would  be  “very  unfortu¬ 
nate”  and  a  negative  vote  “a  disaster.” 

The  covenanting  document  has 
been  under  study  by  the  bishops  for 
eight  years.  Member  churches  arc 
considering  the  proposal  in  their  re¬ 
spective  legislative  bodies  during 
the  mid-90s  such  as  the  1996  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  General  Conference. 

Other  member  churches  in  the 
Consultation  on  Church  Union  are 
the  African  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  African  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  Zion  Church,  Christian  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  Christian 
Church  (Disciples  of  Christ);  Unit¬ 
ed  Church  of  Christ,  The  Episcopal 
Church,  the  Presbyterian  Church 
(U.S. A.)  and  the  International 
Council  of  Community  Churches. 
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Faith 

-connections 

COMMUNICATOR  RETIRES:  Mary 

Lou  Krause.  Houston,  editor  of  the  Texas  Con¬ 
ference  edition  of  United 
Methodist  Reporter  for 
more  than  10  years,  recent¬ 
ly  retired.  Her  successor  is 
Louise  M.  Mitchell,  a  diac- 
onal  minister  who  was 
communications  coordina¬ 
tor  at  the  Humble  (Texas) 

United  Methodist  Church. 

AFFIRMATION  IS  20:  Affirmation,  the 

unofficial  United  Methodist  caucus  for  lesbian,, 
gay  and  bisexual  concerns,  celebrated  the  orga¬ 
nization's  20th  anniversary  April  21-23  in  Dal¬ 
las.  Keynote  speaker  Morris  Floyd  of 
Minneapolis,  longtime  spokesman  for  Affirma¬ 
tion,  cited  the  Reconciling  Congregation  Pro¬ 
gram,  which  includes  92  United  Methodist 
congregations  and  other  groups,  among  Affir¬ 
mation's  major  contributions  during  its  20- 
year  existence.  Reconciling  Congregations 
welcome  all  people  into  fellowship  regardless 
of  sexual  orientation. 


Mary  Lou  Krause 


CENTER  DEDICATION:  The  newly 

constructed  activity  center  at  the  Methodist 
Mission  Home  in  San  Antonio  has  been  named 
for  the  Rev.  Harold  Burkhardt.  Dr.  Burkhardt 
served  the  institsution  as  president  from  1973- 
1 994.  The  building  will  serve  as  a  gymnasium, 
meeting  place,  and  physical  therapy  facility.  It 
will  also  provide  accommodations  for  visiting 
youth  groups. 

NEW  PRESIDENT  NAMED:  James 

Dennis,  dean  of  students  at  University  of 
Southern  California,  Los  Angeles,  was  inaugu¬ 
rated  president  of  United  Methodist-related 
McKendree  College,  Lebanon,  Ill.,  during  fes¬ 
tivities  held  April  27-29. 

FILIPINO  CHURCH  RESTORED: 

What  is  believed  to  be  the  oldest  Filipino 
building  in  the  United  States  has  a  new  lease 
on  life,  thanks  to  United  Methodist  volun- 
teers-in-mission  from  the  California-Pacific 
Conference.  Dozens  of  volunteers  have  worked 
on  the  island  of  Kauai  to  repair  the  Kaumakani 
United  Methodist  Church.  Built  in  1910,  the 
landmark  was  nearly  destroyed  by  Hurricane 
Iniki  two  years  ago. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Faith  at  work 
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Local  church  'line-item'  veto  championed 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

Local  churches  would  have  vir¬ 
tual  “line-item”  veto  over  which 
churchwide  ministries  they 
would  help  fund  if  an  unofficial 
restructure  proposal  becomes 
church  law. 

The  plan,  called  “Affirmations 
of  a  New  Connection"  (see  relat¬ 
ed  illustration  at  right)  centers  on 
more  power  and  flexibility  for  lo¬ 
cal  congregations. 

Currently  each  United  Meth¬ 
odist  congregation  is  assessed  a 
“fair  share”  portion — known  as 
an  “apportionment” — of  church¬ 
wide  costs.  Each  congregation’s 
share  is  based  on  a  mathematical 
formula  that  takes  into  account 
membership  and  local  expenses. 
The  formula  varies  in  each  re¬ 
gional  conference. 

“Apportionments  are  at  the 
root  of  the  church’s  economic 
problems,”  said  the  Rev.  Andy 
Langford,  pastor  of  China  Grove 
(  N.C.)  United  Methodist  Church 
and  a  principal  drafter  of  the  un¬ 
official  restructure  proposal. 

“We  believe  that  if  local  congre¬ 
gations  have  more  control  over 
funding,  they’ll  give  more.  Our 
plan  doesn’t  propose  to  cut  any 
churchwide  agencies.  If  an  agency 
can  make  a  convincing  argument 
for  what  it’s  doing,  it  will  be  fund¬ 
ed  (by  local  congregations).” 

The  “veto”  proposal  isn’t  the 
only  radical  part  of  the  plan. 


The  "New  Connection”  plan 
proposes  to  do  away  with  coun¬ 
cils  on  ministries  at  all  levels  of 
the  church.  Instead  the  plan  pro¬ 
poses  that  the  Council  of  Bishops 
serve  as  the  churchwide  mission- 
al  and  program  coordinating 
body  under  the  administration  of 
a  full-time  presiding  bishop. 

The  plan  also  proposes  to  give 
local  congregations  and  pastors 
more  open  participation  in  pas¬ 
toral  appointments  through  con¬ 
sultation.  Bishops,  however, 
would  retain  the  final  decision  in 
appointments. 

Mr.  Langford  said  the  “New 
Connection”  proposal  arose  from 
a  group  of  clergy  participating  in  a 
study  of  American  Methodism  at 
United  Methodist-related  Duke 
University  Divinity  School. 

Mr.  Langford  estimated  that  at 
least  500  copies  of  the  “New 
Connection”  plan  have  been  dis¬ 
tributed  to  U.S.  church  leaders  at 
their  requests. 

He  said  the  proposal,  including 
its  petitions  to  revise  the  United 
Methodist  Book  of  Discipline  in 
line  with  the  “New  Connection” 
model,  will  come  before  the  1995 
session  of  the  Western  North  Car¬ 
olina  Annual  Conference  June  8- 
1 1  in  Lake  Junaluska,  N.C. 

Copies  of  “Affirmations  of  a 
New  Connection”  may  be  ob¬ 
tained  by  writing  Mr.  Langford, 
P.O.  Box  625,  China  Grove,  NC 
28203. 


How  Does  “A  New  Connection”  Propose 
to  Change  The  United  Methodist  Church? 


Reform  local  church  organization.  Allow  each  congregation 
the  flexibility  to  select  and  implement  its  own  structure  with  a 
single  council  replacing  the  current  two-body  structure.  Some 
current  bodies  would  be  retained:  charge  conference,  pastor- 
parish  relations,  board  of  trustees,  finance  and  nominations. 


Reform  local  church  finances.  Allow  each  congregation  the  power  to 
determine  how  much  of  each  "fair  share"  contribution  (apportionment) 
it  will  accept  for  each  agency,  commission  and  fund  at  all  levels  of  the 
church.  Exempt  would  be  all  clergy  support  costs,  which  would  be  fund¬ 
ed  in  full  including  the  salaries  and  pensions  of  bishops. 


Reform  consultation  prior  to  pastoral  appointment.  Local  congre¬ 
gations  could  interview  up  to  three  candidates  for  pastor  from  lists  pre¬ 
pared  by  district  superintendents.  Pastors  could  request  their  names  be 
placed  on  interview  lists.  Pastors  and  congregations  could  express  their 
preferences  to  the  bishop,  who  would  retain  power  to  appoint. 
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Reform  denominationwide  structure  and  authority.  Eliminate  the 
Council  on  Ministries  at  all  church  levels.  Transfer  churchwide  respon¬ 
sibility  for  missional  priority,  allocating  funds,  coordinating  agencies 
-y  and  electing  general  secretaries  to  the  Council  of  Bishops.  Allow 

A  Council  of  Bishops  to  elect  a  full-time  presiding  bishop  and  reduce  the 

Council  to  only  active  bishops.  Reduce  boards'  directors  by  half. 

UMR  ILLUSTRATION  BY  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Judicial  Council  finds  Church's  sexual  policies  deficient 


By  JORETTA  PURDUE 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEW  ORLEANS— The  Judi¬ 
cial  Council  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  looked  at — and 
found  wanting — policy  state¬ 
ments  and  grievance  procedures 
composed  by  various  regional 
bodies  concerning  sexual  harass¬ 
ment,  abuse  and  misconduct. 

During  its  April  26-28  session, 
the  Judicial  Council  referred 
these  policy  statements  to  the 


originating  annual  conferences 
for  revision  “to  conform  to  the 
[denomination's]  Constitution, 
Discipline  and  relevant  decisions 
of  the  Judicial  Council.” 

In  the  decision,  No.  736,  relat¬ 
ing  to  a  policy  adopted  by  the 
Detroit  Annual  (regional)  Con¬ 
ference,  the  denomination’s  su¬ 
preme  court  outlined  a  dozen 
blunders  that  have  kept  several 
such  policies  from  being  ap¬ 
proved. 


They  included: 

■  Enlarging  upon  the  list  of 
chargeable  offenses  listed  in  the 
Discipline — the  denomination’s 
rule  book — or  otherwise  altering 
its  provisions  by  creating  new 
bodies  to  assume  administrative 
or  judicial  authority  that  already 
is  assigned  specifically  or  by  alter¬ 
ing  required  time  periods  set  out 
in  the  book; 

■  Violating  fair  process  or 
confidentiality  guidelines; 


■  Failure  to  seek  reconcilia¬ 
tion  and  resolution; 

■  Paraphrasing  or  summariz¬ 
ing  provisions  of  the  Discipline, 
and 

■  Misquoting  or  misusing 
“words  and  phrases  in  processes 
clearly  set  out  in  the  Constitution 
and  Discipline.” 

In  the  same  case,  the  Judicial 
Council  also  named  some  of  the 
areas  appropriate  for  such  poli¬ 
cies.  These  areas  included  “edu¬ 


cation  about  the  nature  and  scope 
of  sexual  harassment  and  sexual 
abuse,”  providing  guidelines  and 
procedures  for  reporting  inci¬ 
dents,  training  support  people 
and  training  neutral  mediators. 

A  concurring  opinion  noted 
the  disciplinary  limitations  of  a 
policy  which  covers  only  clergy 
members  and  protects  the  al¬ 
leged  perpetrator’s  right  to  fair 
process  without  protecting  the 
victim’s  right  to  the  same. 
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METHODIST  MISSION  HOME,  San  Antonio 
seeks  Director  of  Development.  Advanced  degree, 
5  years  development  or  related  experience.  Knowl¬ 
edge  of  United  Methodist  Church  preferred.  CFRE 
a  plus.  Position  requires  extensive  travel.  Send  re¬ 
sume  to:  Larry  Watson,  President,  Methodist  Mis¬ 
sion  Home,  6487  Whitby  Road,  San  .Antonio,  TX 
78240,  Position  available  July  1st- 


YOUTH  DIRECTOR.  LARGE  membership 
church  in  Peoria  seeking  a  dynamic  individual  to 
lead  and  grow  our  youth  ministries  (7-12  grade). 
Successful  candidate  must  have  a  personal  relation¬ 
ship  with  Jesus  Chnst  and  a  proven  ability  to  work 
with  youth.  Educational  background  in  youth  min¬ 
istry  required,  with  some  experience  in  counseling. 
Excellent  interpersonal,  as  well  as  written  and  oral 
communication  skills  desired.  Attractive  salary  and 
benefit  package  commensurate  with  experience. 
For  confidential  consideration,  please  send  resume 
and  salary  requirements  to:  Dr.  George  E.  Morris, 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  116  NE  Percy,  Pe¬ 
oria,  IL  61603. 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION. 
200  +  average  Sunday  school.  Position  currently 
available.  Experience  preferred.  Send  resume  to: 
Terrace  UMC.  1203  Wirt  Rd.,  Houston,  TX 
77055.  Fax:  (713)  686-1478. 


EXPERIENCED  LEADER  OF  SINGLE  Adult 
Ministries  in  a  large  church;  teaching,  counseling 
and  administration  gifts  preferred.  Senior  staff  po¬ 
sition;  salary  and  benefits.  Resumes  to:  Executive 
Pastor.  Ginghamsburg  United  Methodist  Church, 
6759  S.  County  Road  25A,  Tipp  City,  OH  45371 
No  phone  inquiries  please. 


DUKE  UNIVERSITY  DIVINITY  SCHOOL  seeks 
to  appoint  a  Director  of  Continuing  Education,  re¬ 
sponsible  for  advanced  non-degree  educational 
programs.  Parish  experience.  United  Methodist  or¬ 
dination,  Ph.D.,  teaching  and  administrative  expe¬ 
rience  preferred.  Rank  and  salary  commensurate 
with  experience.  A  curriculum  vitae  should  be  sent 
before  August  15.  1995.  Send  materials  to:  The 
Reverend  Mr.  W.  Joseph  Mann,  Chair,  Advisory 
Committee  on  Continuing  Education,  Office  of  the 
Dean,  Department  B.  The  Divinity  School,  Box 
90968,  Duke  University,  Durham,  NC  27708- 
0968.  Duke  University  is  an  equal  opportunity/af¬ 
firmative  action  employer. 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDREN  S  MINISTRIES: 

Responsible  for  pre-school,  after-school  care,  and 
children’s  church  school  programs.  Will  work  in 
concert  with  other  children's  ministries  staff.  Quali¬ 
fied  applicants  should  have  at  least  a  bachelor's  de¬ 
gree  and  substantive  administrative  experience. 
MRE  and  Christian  education  experience  highly 
desirable.  Salary  commensurate  with  experience. 
Letters  of  application  and  vitae  should  be  sent  to: 
Moody  Memorial  First  United  Methodist,  2803 
53rd  Street,  Galveston,  TX  77551. _ 


DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  CHRISTIAN  Educa¬ 
tion.  large  multi-staffed  church  seeks  a  full-time  Di¬ 
rector  of  Youth  Christian  Education.  Applicants 
must  be  energetic,  enthusiastic,  well  organized  and 
a  people  motivator.  We  desire  to  establish  the  most 
exciting  and  faith  full  youth  program  in  Salisbury. 
Send  resumes  to  the  attention  of  the  Search  Com¬ 
mittee  at  the  First  United  Methodist  Church,  217 
S.  Church  Sl,  Salisbury,  NC  28144.  


DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC.  IMMEDIATE  opening 
for  full-time  position.  1 600-member  church.  Bache¬ 
lor  degree  in  music  required,  master's  degree  de¬ 
sired-  Minimum  of  3  years  active  music  ministry 
employment  experience.  Salary  doe.  send  resume 
to:  First  United  Methodist  Church,  808  N.  Monte¬ 
rey.  Farmington.  NM  87401. 


WANTED  FULL-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  for 
550  +  member  church,  musical  ability  desirable 


but  not  required.  Salary  negotiable  ($20,000- 
$30,000).  Send  resume  to:  P.O.  Box  498, 
Sweetwater.  TX  79556. 


FULL-TIME  POSITIONS:  OUTREACH-Care 
Minister,  and  Christian  Education-Youth  Min¬ 
ister  wanted  for  1058-member  church  in  fastest 
growing  county,  and  fastest  growing  school  dis¬ 
trict  in  Oklahoma.  Send  resume  to:  First  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  387,  Grove, 
OK  74344,  (918)786-5 1 48. 


PROFESSOR  OF  OLD  TESTAMENT  Inter¬ 
pretation  Garrett-Evangelical  Theological  Sem¬ 
inary  seeks  a  faculty  member  in  a  mid-level  or 
senior  appointment  in  Old  Testament  Interpre¬ 
tation.  The  successful  candidate  will  be  highly 
effective  in  classroom  teaching,  have  a  signifi¬ 
cant  publication  record,  and  bring  broad  com' 
petence  in  Old  Testament  Interpretation 
Teaching  responsibilities  begin  September 
1996.  Position  may  be  combined  with  leader¬ 
ship  in  a  program  center  of  the  seminary.  Afri¬ 
can-American  and  Asian-American  candidates 
particularly  encouraged  to  apply.  Garrett-Evan¬ 
gelical  is  an  AA/EO  employer.  Applications  and 
three  references  to:  Dean  Rosemary  Keller. 
Garrett-Evangelical  Theological  Seminary, 
2121  Sheridan  Road,  Evanston,  IL  60201.  Ap¬ 
plications  will  be  received  until  October  1, 
1995  or  until  the  position  is  filled. 


DIRECTOR  OF  PROGRAM.  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Euless,  Texas  is  currently 
seeking  a  full-time  Director  of  Program.  Call 
(817)283-4421. 


CHURCH  ORGANIST:  PART-TIME  position, 
growing  church  Chicago  suburbs.  Begin  late 
spring.  Resume  immediately:  Organist  Search 
Committee,  River  Forest  UMC,  7970  Lake, 
River  Forest,  IL  60305. 


MINISTER  WANTED  FOR  NORTHEAST 
Campus  Ministry.  Please  send  your  resume  to: 
112  Delano  Dr.,  Monroe,  LA  71203,  or  call 
(318)343-2944. 


ST.  ANDREW  UNITED  METHODIST  Church  in 
the  Denver  metro  area  is  looking  for  a  full-time 
youth  minister  to  direct  a  procam  that  includes 
425  youth.  The  church  has  1,700  mem  ben  and 
serves  the  second  fastest  growing  county  in  the  U.S. 
Program  staff  includes  five  ordained,  one  diaconal 
and  one  lay  person  and  functions  as  a  team.  Appli¬ 
cants  need  successful  experience  in  large  church 
youth  programming.  Compensation  negotiable. 
Send  resume  and  cover  letter  to:  Mark  Phillips, 
SPR  Chair,  6325  S.  University  Blvd.,  Littleton,  CO 
80121-2914. 


800-MEMBER  CHURCH  SEEKING  degreed 
Christian  Education  Director,  with  youth  responsi¬ 
bilities.  Resume  and  salary  requirements  to:  Dean 
Davis,  University  United  Methodist  Church,  2000 
S.  Locust,  Las  Cruces,  NM  88001.  Application 
deadline  June  1, 1995. 


URGENTLY  NEEDED:  PART-TIME  Chris¬ 
tian  Education  Director  for  United  Methodist 
Church.  Submit  resume  to  church  at:  81  Pon- 
della  Road,  N.  Ft.  Myers,  FL  33903. 


THE  BEST  OF  BRITAIN  AND  IRELAND.  16 
days  for  $2695.  Departing  July  10.  Trip  includes 
Bristol,  Wales,  Waterford.  Killamey,  Dublin,  Lake 
District,  Edinburgh,  York,  Stratford,  London.  Tour 
features:  First  class  hotels,  most  meals,  professional 
tour  guides,  and  deluxe  coaches.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion  contact:  Rev.  Allen  Walker,  P.O.  Box  1492, 
Artesia,  NM  88210  or  phone  (505)  746-3535,  fax 
(505)  746-3536. 


ISRAEL.  SEE  THE  HOLY  LAND.  Organize  10 
people  and  travel  free.  10  days/9  nights.  Only 
$1795.00  per  person.  (800)334-4754, 


EIGHT  DAY  RETREAT  IN  BEAUTIFUL 
lakeside  setting,  June  24  -  July  1,  near  South 
Bend.  Indiana.  $450  includes  food,  lodging, 
and  guided  retreat.  Oakwood  Spiritual  Life 
Center,  702  E.  Lake  View  Rd.,  Syracuse,  IN 
46567,(219)457-5781. 


COLLEGE  DEGREE/HOME  STUDY.  SAVE 
$$$.  Catalog  Sl.  Christian  Bible  College,  Station 
Square,  Suite  227,  Rocky  Mt.,  NC  27804.  (919) 
442- 1 211.  (Accredited). 


CALIFORNIA  PLAN  OF  CHURCH  Finance  spe¬ 
cializing  in  church  bonds,  church  notes,  and  in  ar¬ 
ranging  bank  loans.  Call  Chester  Reid 
1-800-333-9893. 


VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS?  WORSHIP  AT 
First  Methodist.  3401  Canal  Street.  Dr.  Ken 
Jones,  pastor.  Classes:  10:00  a.m.  Worship: 
1 1:00  a.m.  (504)  488-0856. 


AMERICAN  ASSOCIATION  OF  FAMILY  Coun¬ 
selors.  Offering  counselor  certification,  newsletter. 
New  members:  free  counseling  tape.  AAFC,  Box 
836.  Graham.  TX  76450. 


DIACONAL  MINISTER  FOR  LAY  Ministry  de¬ 
velopment/training  with  focus  on  children  and 
families.  A  full-time  position  with  a  newly  relo¬ 
cated  and  growing  congregation.  Send  by  June  15. 
The  Rev.  Dan  Morley,  St.  John's  UMC,  1730 
Kjno,  Kingman,  AZ  86401 .  (520)  692-8828. 


14-DAY  GREECE  AND  HOLYLAND  TOUR. 
Irresistible  price  from  $1825.  Departure  dates 
October  18  and  November  17,  1995  and  Febru¬ 
ary  10  and  March  10  1996.  ALSO,  The  Seven 
Churches  of  Asia  Minor  (Turkey)  8-day  tour 
only  $1399.  Departure  dates  November  4  and 
December  2,  1995.  For  brochures  call  Intema- 
tional  Travel/Study  (713)  397-2024, 


“DO  YOU  WANT  TO  ADOPT  A  BABY?”  Meth¬ 
odist  Mission  Home/San  Antonio  now  accepting 
applications.  Texas  and  New  Mexico  residents  call 
(210)  696-702 1  for  information. 


WE  BUY  AND  SELL  CHURCH  VANS  and  bus¬ 
es.  We  specialize  in  used  1 5  passenger  vans.  Trinity 
Transportation,  1-800-295-0390. 


SEE  THE  GREAT  PASSION  PLAY  in  Eureka 
Springs,  Ark.!  $31  pkg  for  groups  now  includes  the 
best  ($13.00)  tickets,  plus  lodging  and  meals! 
Where  one  call  does  it  all:  Keller  s  Country  Dorm 
Resort.  (501)  253-8418. 


NO  ACCOMPANIST?  SING  YOUR  favorite 
hymns  in  worship  or  at  home.  Instrumental  ac¬ 
companiment  for  90  best  known  hymns  on  6- 
tape  cassette  sets.  Choose  piano  or  organ.  Word 
book  included,  but  can  be  used  with  your  hym¬ 
nal.  Makes  an  excellent  gift.  $38.95  plus  snip¬ 
ping.  1-800-728-0573. 


DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRY  position 

available.  Formal  education,  training  and  ap¬ 
propriate  experience  required.  Submit  resume 
to:  St.  Paul’s  UMC,  1591  Highland  Ave.,  Mel- 
boume,  FL  32935. 


DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES  for 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  Sioux  Falls, 
SD.  Full-time  work  in  a  2000  +  member 
church.  Creative,  cooperative  professional  to 
coordinate  five  vocal  choirs,  four  handbell 
choirs,  fine  arts  series  and  summer  organ  reci¬ 
tals.  Advanced  music  degree,  demonstrated 
skills  in  conducting  and/or  performing  music  in 
a  variety  of  styles  required.  Candidate  should 
be  familiar  with  United  Methodist  liturgy  and 
liturgical  practices.  Preference  given  to  or¬ 
dained  persons.  Job  description  available  on  re- 
quest.  Please  send  resume  to:  Search 
Committee,  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
401  S.  Spring  Ave.,  Sioux  Falls,  SD  57104, 
(605)  336-3652.  Application  deadline  is  July  1 . 


YOUTH  DIRECTOR  WANTED,  First  UMC, 
Colleyville,  Texas.  Active  ministry,  55-60  average 
attendance.  Experience  required.  Teacher-leader- 
administrator.  Call  (8 1 7)  281-5254. 


POSITION  OPENING:  ASSOCIATE  Director  of 
the  Council  on  Ministries.  The  Council  on  Minis¬ 
tries  of  the  Southern  Illinois  Conference  is  receiv¬ 
ing  applications  for  the  position  of  Associate 
Director.  Information  and  an  application  packet 
may  be  obtained  from  the  conference  office  (1919 
Broadway,  Mt.  Vernon,  IL  62864-2912,  telephone 
(618)  242-4070)  or  The  Rev.  Tena  Edwards  (501 
Stinson  Drive.  Mt.  Vernon,  IL  62864-5720,  tele¬ 
phone  (618)  242-0823).  Employment  to  begin  on 
July  1,  1995.  The  Council  on  Ministries  is  an  equal 
opportunity  employer. 


EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR,  ST.  MARK'S  Com¬ 
munity  Center.  National  Mission  institution  in 
New  Orleans  seeks  committed  individual  to  ad¬ 
minister  its  programs  and  services  to  the  children, 
youth  and  families  of  the  area.  Graduate  degree  in 
social  work  and  administrative  experience  in  the 
field  of  social  services  preferred.  Submit  letter  of 
application,  resume  and  references  to:  David  Bur- 
gett.  Executive  Secretary,  Institutional  Ministries 
Program  Management  Unit,  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  475  Riverside  Drive,  Suite  340, 
New  York,  NY  10115.  


ASSOCIATE  DIRECTOR,  OFFICE  OF  Resourc¬ 

ing.  The  Eastern  Pennsylvania  Conference  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church  is  seeking  a  lay  or  clergy 
person  to  serve  as  Associate  Director  of  the  Office 
of  Resourcing  in  the  Annual  Conference.  Qualifica¬ 
tions  include  a  bachelor’s  degree  and  knowledge  of 
and  experience  with  organizational  change  ana  sys¬ 
tem  improvement;  conflict  management;  team 
building;  congregational  development;  leadership 
development;  group  process;  and  volunteer  devel¬ 
opment  and  management.  Review  of  applications 
will  begin  June  15.  1995.  Job  description  is  avail¬ 
able  from:  Robert  M  Daugherty,  Council  Director, 
P.O.  Box  820,  Valley  Forge,  PA  19482. 


BUYING  COINS,  COIN  COLLECTIONS.  Accu¬ 

mulations,  estates.  Methodist  investor  with  quiet 
confidential  cash  will  travel  Southwest  and  negoti¬ 
ate  any  collection.  Bank  and  legal  references.  Box 
808,  Fulton,  TX  78358. _ 


UM  publications  win  awards 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 

Editor 

OTTAWA.  Ontario — Four  United 
Methodist  publications,  including 
the  Reporter,  won  awards  in  1994 
competition  sponsored  by  Associat¬ 
ed  Church  Press. 

The  awards  were  presented  dur¬ 
ing  the  international  association’s 
annual  meeting  April  25  in  Ottawa. 

The  Reporter  won  an  award  of 
merit  for  its  Nov.  18,  1994,  editori¬ 
al  by  Contributing  Editor  Stephen 
L.  Swecker  titled  “We  should  pray 
for  Susan  Smith.”  The  judge,  citing 
this  as  the  second  best  among  62 
entries,  said  the  editorial’s  argu¬ 
ments  were  “timely,  clear  and  cou¬ 
rageous.” 

Design  Editor  Debra  McKnight 
won  an  honorable  mention  for  the 
front-page  design  in,  coincidentally, 
the  same  Nov.  18  issue  of  the  Re¬ 
porter. 

New  World  Outlook,  published  by 
the  church’s  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  won  an  award  of 
excellence  in  magazine  photography 
for  a  feature  by  missionary  Paul  Jef¬ 
frey  titled  “Central  America:  The 
Struggle  Continues.”  The  judge  rat¬ 
ing  this  best  among  24  entries  said, 
“The  material  is  so  strong,  it  could 
have  easily  and  beautifully  spread 
over  12-14  pages.” 

New  World  Outlook  also  won  an 

New  Russian 
children's  shelter 
dedicated  by  UMs 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

A  shelter  for  socially  uprooted 
children  and  youths  was  dedicated 
by  the  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  the  Russian  community 
of  Ekaterinburg  April  8. 

The  building,  which  formerly 
housed  a  kindergarten,  was  restored 
jointly  by  the  local  congregation 
and  the  United  Methodist  Commit¬ 
tee  on  Relief. 

The  shelter  will  accommodate  35 
to  45  children,  seven  to  15  years  of 
age,  who  will  stay  between  one  and 
six  months.  They  will  come  from 
“socially  endangered”  families,  or¬ 
phanages  and  detention  centers. 


honorable  mention  among  51  en¬ 
tries  for  best  theme  issue,  section  or 
series.  Its  editor  is  Alma  Graham. 

United  Methodist  Connection, 
published  by  the  church’s  Balti- 
more-Washington  regional  confer¬ 
ence,  won  third  place  among  47 
entries  in  best-of-class  regional 
newspapers.  The  judge  said,  “With¬ 
out  fear  or  favor,  the  editors  give 
extensive  space  to  church  debates 
such  as  gay  ordination  and  feminist 
theology.  But  they  also  remind  us 
that  the  church  is  people,  and  pro¬ 
files  of  individual  faith  in  action  get 


prominent  play.”  The  editor  is  the 
Rev.  James  Skillington. 

The  Hoosier  United  Methodist 
won  an  honorable  mention  among 
49  entries  for  best  personal  experi¬ 
ence,  first-person  account.  The 
newspaper,  published  for  the 
church’s  South  Indiana  and  North 
Indiana  regional  conferences,  is 
edited  by  Lynne  DeMichele. 

Thirty  judges  from  across  the 
U.S.  and  Canada  judged  nearly 
1 ,200  entries,  a  record  for  the  asso¬ 
ciation  of  some  200  religious  publi¬ 
cations. 


Learn  to  Preach  From 
Learned  Preachers. 


Rob  in  jo  n 


Palmer 


e/Jr  sbury  Seminary’s  Beeson  Pastor  program  t rainS* outstand i ng 
fy  communicators  ol  God’s  Word.  Each  spring  the  Beeson 
Lecture  Series  fills  the  Estes  Chapel  pulpit  with  a  world-class  biblical 
expositor.  From  Dr.  Donald  English,  president  of  the  World  Methodist 
Council,  to  Dr.  Haddon  Robinson,  host  ol  Radio  Bible  Class,  students 
are  learning  to  preach  from  learned  preachers. 

'Phis  unique,  intensive  doctoral  program  also  surrounds  Beeson  pastors 
with  top-Hight  scholars  and  ministiy  practitioners  on  a  daily  basis— in 
the  classroom,  in  preaching  labs  or  oU-site  in  one  of  the  nation's  leading 
churches.  If  you’re  interested  in  becoming  the  best  biblical  communicator 
and  Christian  leader  you  can  be,  the  Beeson  Pastor  program  is  designed 

Gill  the  admissions  ollice  today  at 

1-800-2-ASBURY  ,o  learn  morc'aftout  ZiS  THEOLOGICAL 

this  unique  doctoral  opportunity.  ■  •  ■  SEMINARY 

204  N.  I  cxinginn  Ave  •  Wilniore,  KY  40390 
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Faith  dimensions 


The  United  Methodist 

REPORTER 


Race  has  no  barrier  under  same  roof 


By  VIRGINIA  H.  LOEWEN 

STATE  COLLEGE,  Pa— Two 
years  ago,  as  I  set  up  video-record¬ 
ing  equipment  on  the  second-floor 
overlooking  the  sanctuary  of  St. 
John’s  United  Methodist  Church  in 
State  College,  Pa.,  a  young  Chinese 
man  asked  me,  “Do  you  live  here?” 

Inferring  that  his  question  meant, 
“Is  this  your  church  home?  Are  you 
a  member  of  St.  John’s,”  I  an¬ 
swered,  “Yes.” 

“Then  why  do  you  want  to  film 
today?” 

“This  is  a  historic  day  for  us,”  I 
replied. 

I  explained  that  May  2,  1993,  was 
special  in  the  history  of  this  church. 
For  the  first  time,  Christians  from 
three  churches — Bethune  Memorial 
United  Methodist,  Chinese  Alliance 
and  St.  John  United  Methodist — 
worshiped  together  to  celebrate  the 
way  that  we  worked  together. 

The  Celebration  of  Cultures  was 
presented  in  Mandarin  and  English, 
with  music  provided  by  an  organist, 
a  brass  quintet  and  various  choirs. 

Flowers  adorned  the  sanctuary, 
sunshine  illuminated  stained-glass 
windows  and,  in  Swahili,  Chinese  and 
English,  a  church  bulletin  proclaimed, 
“We  Are  One  In  The  Spirit.” 

A  large  banner  portrayed  an  emp¬ 
ty  cross  uplifted  by  three  hands, 
each  of  a  different  skin  color. 

It  marked  the  beginning  of  a 
multi-cultural  worship  service  that 
occurs  every  fifth  Sunday  and  has 
been  deemed  “spectacular”  by  State 
College  United  Methodist  District 
Superintendent  Paul  Stambach. 

State  College  is  the  home  of 
Pennsylvania  State  University, 
whose  enrollment  equals  the  town’s 
38,000  population. 

Predominately  Anglo 

In  1990,  St.  John’s  was  a  predom¬ 
inantly  Anglo  congregation  “mov¬ 
ing  more  toward  dying  than  coming 
alive,”  according  to  the  Rev. 
Thomas  Searfoss,  newly  appointed 
pastor  at  that  time. 

More  than  50  percent  of  the 
members  were  age  50  or  older.  Fif¬ 
teen  families  contributed  nearly  60 
percent  of  the  annual  budget. 


For  more  than  15  years,  St. 
John’s  had  provided  meeting  space 
for  the  Asian  community. 

Sheng-Tung  Wu,  a  native  of  Tai¬ 
wan  and  a  Penn  State  graduate  stu¬ 
dent,  was  introduced  to  Christian¬ 
ity  at  a  Chinese  Bible  student  meet¬ 
ing  at  St.  John’s  in  1985.  He  later 
entered  the  ministry  and  returned 
to  State  College  in  1990  to  start  a 
church  for  the  growing  Chinese 
population.  He  and  his  congrega¬ 
tion,  Chinese  Alliance,  found  space 
to  meet  at  St.  John’s. 

Bethune  Memorial  Church 

Five  years  earlier,  a  group  of 
black  Christians  in  State  College 
started  the  United  Black  Fellowship 
Church.  The  name  was  later 
changed  to  Bethune  Memorial 
United  Methodist  Church  in  honor 
of  Mary  McLeod  Bethune,  distin¬ 


guished  educator  and  minorities’ 
advocate  for  whom  United  Meth¬ 
odist-related  Bethune-Cookman 
College  in  Florida  is  named. 

The  black  congregation,  too, 
found  a  home  at  St.  John’s,  now  re¬ 
named  the  Jacob  Albright-Mary 
McLeod  Bethune  United  Methodist 
Church.  The  Rev.  Anthony 
Alexander  is  pastor. 

All  three  meet 

Now  all  three  congregations  meet 
in  the  Albright-Bethune  church 
building.  Each  congregation  retains 
its  name  and  holds  distinctive  Sun- 
day-morning  services.  St.  John’s 
meets  at  8:30  with  an  average  atten¬ 
dance  of  about  30;  Chinese  Alliance 
meets  at  9:45  with  an  average  atten¬ 
dance  of  about  80;  Bethune  Memo¬ 
rial  meets  at  11:15  with  an  average 
attendance  of  about  60. 


Movies  parallel  themes  of  Lot ,  Solomon 


By  RON  SALFEN 

Dolores  Claiborne 

R  for  language  and  domestice  abuse 

When’s  Lot’s  daughters  seduced 
him  for  the  purpose  of  family 
preservation  (Genesis  19),  their 
mother  wasn't  around  to  inter¬ 
vene,  because  she  had  met  an  un¬ 
timely  end  brought  about  by  her 
own  stupidity. 

In  Dolores  Claiborne,  a  young 
daughter  (Jennifer  Jason  Leigh)  is 
entangled  in  an  incestuous  rela¬ 
tionship  with  her  drunken  father 
at  the  price  of  destroying  her  well¬ 
being  for  years  to  come. 

It  is  her  father  who  then  meets 
an  untimely  and  due  to  his  own 
stupidity,  but  her  mother  gets  the 
blame,  because  she  is  a  salty  pillar 
of  stubbornness.  Kathy  Bates  is 
Dolores  Claiborne,  a  rough-cob 
New  Englander  who  will  empty 
bedpans  for  twenty  years  rather 
than  live  on  anyone’s  charity,  and 
who  will  argue  with  the  angel 
come  to  rescue  her,  if  it  meant  she 
was  going  to  have  to  change,  either 
her  ways  or  her  wicked  friends. 

Like  the  story  of  Lot,  Dolores 
Claiborne  is  grim  but  fascinating, 
because  of  the  strong  will  to  sur¬ 
vive  and  the  incredible  avoidance 
we  will  employ  to  keep  from  hav- 


The  Reporter  offers  media  re¬ 
views  to  help  readers  assess  the 
merit  of  various  media  offerings 
from  a  Christian  perspective. 
Views  presented  are  those  of  the 
reviewer  and  not  necessarily  those 
of  the  newspaper. 

ing  to  face  ourselves. 

Don  Juan  Demarco 

PC  for  sexual  content 

Watching  Don  Juan  Demarco  is 
life  reading  through  The  Song  of 
Solomon.  It’s  poetic,  it’s  romantic, 
it  speaks  in  ellipses  and  metaphors 
and  it  frustrates  the  rational  side 
of  all  who  encounter  it,  because  it 
seems  like  so  much  fluff,  embar¬ 
rassing  drivel,  unreconstituted 
sensuality.  But  then,  if  there  is  any 
romantic  breath  left,  another  sen¬ 
sation  begins  to  take  hold:  A  long¬ 
ing  for  what  used  to  be  and  might 
still  be  again.  Don  Juan  Demarco 
should  not  be  seen  by  anyone  who 
is  not  willing  to  stir  up  passion, 


CASTIXROCK  ENTERTAINMENT  PHOTO  BY  JOHN  CLIFFORD 

Selena  (Jennifer  Jason  Leigh,  right),  a  successful  New  York  jour¬ 
nalist,  is  suddenly  forced  to  confront  her  troubled  past  when  her 
mother,  Dolores  (Kathy  Bates,  left)  is  accused  of  murdering  her 
employer  in  Dolores  Claiborne  a  film  commented  on  by  Ron  Sal- 
fen  in  the  accompanying  article. 


even  as  in  Solomon’s  Song  the 
daughters  of  Jerusalem  are  warned 
not  to  stir  up  love,  or  awaken  it 
until  it  pteases  (Song  of  Solomon 
2:7,  8:4).  But  there  is  humor  here, 
there  is  hope,  there  is  love  and 
there  is  redemption,  but  only  for 


those  with  eyes  to  see  and  ears  to 
hear. 

Mr.  Salfen  is  pastor  of  the  Ne- 
shaminy-Warwick  Presbyterian 
Church  in  suburban  Philadelphia 
and  a  frequent  commentator  of 
films  for  the  Reporter. 


Korean  Christians  hold  jubilee  to  reconcile 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

Christians  from  North  and  South 
Korea  will  unite  spiritually  as  they 
celebrate  1995  as  the  Year  of  Kore¬ 
an  Jubilee. 

Timed  to  coincide  with  the  50th 
anniversary  of  Korea’s  liberation 
from  Japan  and  its  division  into 
two  parts  by  the  superpower  na¬ 
tions,  the  religious  observance  will 
focus  on  continued  efforts  toward 
reunification. 

The  idea  for  the  jubilee  was  con¬ 
ceived  in  1988,  when  Christians 
from  North  and  South  Korea  met 
officially  in  Switzerland  for  the  first 
time  in  43  years. 

The  Rev.  Michael  Hahm,  a  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  and  chairperson  of 
the  Korea  Church  Coalition,  said 
jubilee  planners  did  not  realistically 


"God  has  been  working  to  bring  reconciliation." 

 — The  Rev.  Michael  Hahm 


expect  the  two  countries  to  reunite 
by  1995,  but  saw  the  jubilee  as  “a 
kind  of  affirmation  of  faith  that 
God  has  been  working  to  bring  rec¬ 
onciliation.” 

A  resolution  passed  in  April  by 
the  United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  points 
out  that  “in  the  Biblical  Year  of  Ju¬ 
bilee,  the  people  of  God  are  called 
to  repent,  blow  the  trumpet  of  free¬ 
dom,  bring  separated  families  to¬ 
gether,  allow  the  ground  to  rest, 
restore  the  earth  to  its  original  state, 
return  property  to  its  original  own¬ 
ers,  lend  money  to  the  poor  without 
interest  and  free  those  who  are  en¬ 


slaved.” 

“For  the  Korean  people,  reunifi¬ 
cation  and  reconciliation  between 
North  and  South  signify  the  first 
fruit  and  most  beautiful  flower  of 
Korean  Jubilee,”  the  resolution 
said. 

Events  connected  with  the  jubilee 
include: 

■  An  early  May  ecumenical  con¬ 
ference  in  Washington,  D.C.,  on  the 
peace  and  reunification  of  Korea. 

■  A  summer  visit  to  the  United 
States  by  a  North  Korean  Christian 
delegation. 

■  A  June  24-Aug.  1 5  cross-coun¬ 
try  bikeathon  sponsored  by  Korean- 


American  councils  of  churches  in 
New  York  and  Los  Angeles. 

■  A  joint  worship  service  Aug.  1 5 
on  the  border  between  North  and 
South  Korea,  sponsored  by  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches  in  South 
Korea  and  Korea  Christian  Federa¬ 
tion  in  North  Korea. 

Churches  around  the  world,  par¬ 
ticularly  members  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches,  are  being 
asked  to  celebrate  the  jubilee  on  the 
Sunday  before  Aug.  15. 

To  assist  with  that  process,  litur¬ 
gies,  hymns  and  Christian  educa¬ 
tion  materials  on  the  theme  of 
reconciliation  are  available,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Rev.  Paul  Kim,  a  United 
Methodist  missionary  who  serves  as 
the  Korea  Church  Coalition’s  exec¬ 
utive  director. 


Partnership  links  church's 
hospitals  with  Kazakhstan 


PHOTO  BY  ROBERT  WILSON 

STATE  COLLEGE,  Pa. — Children  from  St.  John's  United  Methodist  Church,  Bethune  Memorial  United 
Methodist  Church  and  the  Chinese  Alliance  Church  join  each  other  in  singing  "Jesus  Loves  Me"  (see 
story). 


The  two  United  Methodist  con¬ 
gregations — St.  John’s  and  Bethune 
Memorial — hold  the  property  in 
joint  trusteeship.  Chinese  Alliance 
pays  rent.  Each  congregation  has  fi¬ 
nancial  responsibilities  for  the 
church  and  its  maintenance  and 
each  has  representation  in  the 
church’s  administration. 

The  congregations  come  together 
on  a  number  of  events  such  as  serv¬ 
ing  a  pancake  breakfast  on  a  home 
football  Saturday  to  benefit  United 
Campus  Ministry  Sunday  school, 
United  Methodist  Women  and  Bi¬ 
ble  study  groups. 

Albright-Bethune  is  “a  beacon,” 
says  Mr.  Alexander,  “helping  to 
eliminate  life’s  cultural  barriers.” 

Ms.  Loewen  is  lay  leader  of  St. 
lohn's  United  Methodist  Church  in 
State  College,  Penn. 


By  ROBERT  LEAR 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

HOUSTON — A  few  pen  strokes  re¬ 
cently  made  at  United  Methodist-re¬ 
lated  Methodist  Hospital  are  expected 
to  mark  the  way  to  better  health  care 
in  the  radiation-ravaged  former  Sovi¬ 
et  republic  of  Kazakhstan,  and  a  bet¬ 
ter  understanding  in  the  United  States 
of  the  effects  of  long-term,  concentrat¬ 
ed  nuclear  activity. 

A  partnership  agreement  signed 
by  1 7  doctors,  scientists,  health  ad¬ 
ministrators  and  church  officials 
links  three  medical  facilities  here, 
the  United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  and  the 
American  International  Health  Alli¬ 
ance  (AIHA)  with  medical  units 
and  state  officials  in  the  Semipala- 
tinsk  region  of  Kazakhstan. 

For  almost  40  years  the  Semipa- 
latinsk  region  was  a  tightly  closed 
Soviet  atomic  and  nuclear  weapons 
proving  ground.  Nearly  500  such 
devices  were  tested  in  the  area,  now 
labeled  as  a  “place  of  weeping  and 
sorrow”  where  the  magnitude  of  hu¬ 
man  suffering  and  ecological  dam¬ 
age  is  just  beginning  to  be  grasped. 

United  Methodist  involvement  be¬ 
gan  in  September  1993  when  a  team 
visited  a  state-operated  institute  of 
radiation  medicine  and  ecology  at 
the  request  of  a  staff  scientist  who 
had  heard  of  the  board’s  work  in  the 
area.  He  asked  if  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  would  work  with  him  to 
help  tell  the  truth  about  the  human 
heith  and  ecological  effects  of  40 
years  of  rampant  nuclear  testing. 

“The  Kazakh¬ 
stan  leaders  had 
faith  that  people 
from  the  Board 
of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  might  be 
able  to  keep  their 
word  to  provide 
help,”  the  Rev. 

Randolph  Nu-  Dr.  Nugent 
gent,  general  secretary,  said  during 
the  signing  ceremonies  here. 

“We  thank  you  for  your  faith  in 
us,”  he  said,  addressing  the  dozen 
Semipalatinsk  representatives  here. 

Inclusive  partnership 

The  partnership  now  includes 
Methodist  Hospital,  the  Southern 
Baptist-affiliated  Baylor  College  of 
Medicine,  Texas  Children’s  Hospi¬ 
tal  and  the  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries — coordinated  through 
AIHA — along  with  four  hospitals 


"We  have  begun  a 
voyage  and  we  are 
looking  forward  both  to 
the  trip  and  the 
destination." 

— Bishop  Hearn 

and  regional  governmental  health 
officials  in  Semipalatinsk. 

Bishop  J.  Woodrow  Heam  of 
Houston,  for¬ 
merly  president 
of  the  Board  of 
Global  Minis¬ 
tries  and  one  of 
the  partnership 
signers,  said, 
“We  have  begun 
a  voyage  and  we 
Bishop  Hearn  are  looking  for¬ 
ward  both  to  the  trip  and  the  desti¬ 
nation.” 

Bishop  Heam  called  the  partner¬ 
ship  “a  natural  background  for  us  to 
bring  together  our  best  thinking  and 
most  devoted  abilities  in  a  partner¬ 
ship  not  to  destroy,  but  to  bring  life.” 
The  world,  he  said  “is  in  drastic 
need”  of  this  kind  of  partnership. 

Spiritual  dimension 

Bishop  Heam.  Dr.  Nugent  and 
other  speakers  emphasized  the  spir¬ 
itual  dimensions  of  the  partnership. 
“We  have  Muslim,  Jewish  and 
Christian  faiths  among  us  united  in 
a  quest  for  the  best  interests  of  hu¬ 
man  beings,”  Bishop  Heam  said. 

Speakers  from  both  the  United 
States  and  Kazakhstan  had  words 
of  high  praise  for  United  Method¬ 
ism  and  for  the  work  that  laid  the 
foundation  for  the  partnership  initi¬ 
ated  by  AIHA.  “The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  was  the  first  to  lend  us 
a  helping  hand  and  we  are  most  ap¬ 
preciative,”  said  Dr.  Tolegen  K. 
Raisov  who  heads  a  medical  insti¬ 
tute  in  the  Semipalatinsk  region. 

The  approximately  S2.4  million 
funding  for  the  program  during  the 
next  three  years  will  be  provided  by 
the  United  States  Agency  for  Inter¬ 
national  Development.  The  part¬ 
nership  institutions  will  provide 
significant  in  kind  contributions, 
including  staff  and  medical  sup¬ 
plies. 

Mr.  Lear  is  a  free-lance  writer 
from  Wernersville,  Pa.  and  retired 
director  of  the  Washington  office  of 
United  Methodist  News  Service. 


UMs  give  $30.5  million 
for  relief  and  missions 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

HOUSTON — United  Methodists 
gave  almost  $30.5  million  in  1994 
in  “second  mile”  support  of  special 
mission  programs  in  the  United 
States  and  more  than  50  other 
countries. 

The  total  of  $30,459,756  is  the 
fourth  highest  total  in  the  46-year 
history  of  the  program  of  designat¬ 
ed  contributions  known  as  the  Ad¬ 
vance.  The  1994  total  raises  the 
amount  given  since  1948  to 
$682,256,643,  according  to  the 
Rev.  William  T.  Carter,  New  York, 
chief  executive  of  the  Advance. 

Dr.  Carter  told  directors  of  the  Ad¬ 
vance  recently  meeting  in  Houston 


that  the  1 994  total  is  9. 1  percent  be¬ 
low  the  amount  received  in  1993. 
The  1993  total  of  $33.5  million  in¬ 
cluded  almost  $10.3  million  in  Mid¬ 
west  flood  emergency  assistance. 

The  1994  figure  includes  $1.6 
million  for  the  special  Bishops’  Ap¬ 
peal  for  Africa.  Natural  disasters  in 
1994  sparking  substantial  contribu¬ 
tions  included  Palm  Sunday  torna¬ 
does  in  the  southeastern  United 
States  and  earthquakes  in  Los  An¬ 
geles  and  Japan. 

Dr.  Carter  said  that  59  percent  of 
all  United  Methodist  churches  par¬ 
ticipated  in  the  Advance  in  1994. 
Per  capita  giving  averaged  $3.47 
per  United  Methodist. 


Redeemed  community 
brings  hope,  assurance 


Rejoice,  the  Lord  is  King! 

Your  Lord  and  King  adore; 

Mortals,  give  thanks  and  sing. 

And  triumph  evermore. 

Lift  up  your  heart,  lift  up  your  voice; 
Rejoice;  again  I  say.  rejoice. 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

Charles  Wesley’s  hymn  appeared 
in  1746  in  a  small  collection  of 
twenty  hymns  entitled  Hymns  for 
Our  Lord’s  Resurrection. 

By  his  resurrection  Christ,  as 
King,  is  worthy  of  adoration  and 
praise  (stanza  one);  as  Savior,  he 
completes  with  his  resurrection  his 
role  of  redemption  (stanza  two). 

Since  Christ  has  conquered  death 
and  hell,  his  kingdom  shall  not  fail 
(stanza  three);  and  as  Lord  and 
Judge,  Christ  will  someday  “take 
his  servants  to  their  eternal  home” 
(stanza  four). 

Here  is  a  picture  of  a  redeemed 
community  on  earth  that  brings 
hope  and  assurance  to  believers. 

In  recent  weeks  we  have  celebrat¬ 
ed  the  resurrection  of  our  Lord  and 
as  we  approach  the  observance  his 
ascension,  we  seek  a  deeper  under¬ 
standing  of  this  concept.  The  vi¬ 
brant  singing  of  the  hymn  will  help 
re-enforce  the  full  meaning  of  the 


History 
of  hymns 


resurrection  and  its  significance  to 
believers. 

Two  tunes  are  associated  with 
Wesley’s  hymn.  One  is  “Darwall’s 
148th,”  a  psalm  tune  that  first  ap¬ 
peared  in  a  tune  book  published  in 
London  by  Aaron  Williams  in  1 770. 
Here  is  a  thrilling  tune  appropriate 
for  the  vigorous  text. 

The  second  tune,  “Gopsal,”  is 
one  of  three  unpublished  tunes 
composed  by  George  F.  Handel 
sometime  between  1749  and  1752 
for  three  texts  by  Wesley.  These 
three  tunes  were  unknown  until 
they  were  discovered  and  published 
by  Charles’  son  Samuel  in  1 826. 

Samuel  Wesley,  outstanding  En¬ 
glish  organist,  played  a  large  role  in 
performing  and  encouraging  others 
to  perform  the  music  of  J.  S.  Bach 
in  the  early  19th  century,  when  it 
was  largely  unknown. 

NEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN: 

'Jesus,  Lord,  We  Look  to  Thee" 
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CELEBRATE! 

PEACE  WITH  JUSTICE  SUNDAY 

June  1 1, 1995,  One  of  Special  Sundays,  Come,  Share,  Rejoice 

(Or  another  date  that  your  church  prefers) 


Peace  With  Justice  educators  lead  us  toward  God's  special  shalom 


Ray  and  Delaine  DeHainaut,  Peace  With  Justice  Educators,  visit  with  Rev. 
James  C.  Skinner,  LEFT,  pastor  of  Florien,  Prospect- Hornbeck  UM  Charge. 
The  couple  has  spoken  at  the  churches  and  conversed  with  Skinner  in 
Spanish,  a  language  they  used  in  their  missionary  work  in  the  Dominican 
Republic  and  elsewhere. 


Dr.  Ray  DeHainaut,  RIGHT,  and  a  driver  from  El  Salvador  help  load  one  of 
eight  buses  and  trucks  headed  for  Mexico  and  El  Salvador.  A  project  of 
Pastors  for  Peace,  the  convoy  delivered  medicine,  food,  clothing  and  ma¬ 
chinery  including  a  tractor  and  a  generator. 


With  a  woman 
from  Guatemala 
are  Nell  Inman, 
CENTER,  and 
Delaine  DeHain¬ 
aut  in  the  Church 
and  Society  exhi¬ 
bition  booth  at 
Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  last  year. 
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The  DeHainauts 
dress  in  ponchos 
and  talk  about 
their  work  in  Do¬ 
minican  Republic 
where  she  start¬ 
ed  a  program  to 
provide  clothing 
and  school  sup¬ 
plies  for  street 
children. 


DeHainauts:  They  touched  us 
and  we'll  never  be  the  same 

Ray  and  Delaine  DeHainaut  will  complete  their  time  as  Peace 
With  Justice  Educators  in  Louisiana  this  month.  They  touched 
members  of  Louisiana  churches  and  others  in  the  communities  as 
they  traveled  all  over  the  state.  People  were  touched  by  their  love 
and  by  their  zeal  for  peace  and  mission  to  Latin  America  people  in 
poverty. 

They  have  taught  the  biblical  concept  of  shalom  (peace)  with  the 
idea  that  peace  is  not  just  an  absence  of  hostilities  and  war.  Peace 
means  well-being,  wholeness,  health,  harmony  with  God  and  na¬ 
ture,  with  life  and  other  people. 


If  You  Want  Justice 
Work  for  Peace 

Peace  With  Justice  celebrates  our  striving  for  peace  and  the 
justice-related  ministries  of  God’s  church.  The  Peace  With  Jus¬ 
tice  offering  to  be  made  on  Sunday,  June  1 1,  is  one  of  the  six 
special  offerings  designated  each  church  year  by  the  General 
Conference  of  the  UMC  to  support  specific  ministries  through 
out  the  world. 

Fifty  percent  of  your  offering  remains  within  the  Louisiana 
Conference  to: 

■  provide  seed  money  for  the  establishment  of  Louisiana  In¬ 
terfaith  IMPACT  and  dues  to  this  group.  IMPACT  is  an  inter¬ 
faith  coalition  which  advocates  the  public  policies  of  its 
members 

■  contribute  to  the  national  Methodists  United  for  Peace 
With  Justice  and  to  the  Louisiana  Health  Care  Coalition 

■  Provide  assistance  to  the  Louisiana  Interchurch  Confer¬ 
ence’s  farm  aid  program 

■  provide  assistance  to  the  Louisiana  Interchurch  Confer¬ 
ence’s  farm  aid  program 

■  contribute  to  local  centers  for  Peace  With  Justice  which 
provide  lectures  and  meetings  on  current  national  and  interna¬ 
tional  peace  issues 

A  major  amount  of  the  1994  offering  helped  to  pay  expenses  for 
Dr.  Ray  DeHainaut  and  Delaine  DeHainaut,  the  Peace  With  Jus¬ 
tice  Educators.  Your  offering  in  1995  will  help  continue  the  im¬ 
portant  work  they  cultivated  as  they  have  traveled  the  state  to 
inform,  stimulate  and  inspire  us  to  live  in  obedient  response  to 
God’s  call  for  peace. 

The  other  half  of  the  offering  will  support  the  Peace  With  Jus¬ 
tice  program  of  the  General  Board  of  Church  and  Society.  This 
program  provides  leadership  training,  promotes  covenant 
churches  of  Peace  With  Justice  and  develops  resources  and  edu¬ 
cational  materials  for  conferences  and  local  churches. 

Please  give  generously  to  this  offering.  Increasing  social  prob¬ 
lems  challenge  United  Methodists  to  faithfully  follow  Jesus’ 
command  to  love  others  as  he  loves  us. 

There  can  be  no  peace  without  justice. 

Peace  can  come  with  just-us. 


Rev.  Roger  Lathan,  LEFT,  and  a  group  of  United  Methodist  Men  from  Cam¬ 
phor  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  talk  with  Delaine  DeHainaut.  The  UMM  and  oth¬ 
er  groups  have  frequently  invited  the  couple  to  talk  about  conflict 
resolution,  peace  in  the  home,  and  what  the  Social  Principles  of  the  UM 
Church  have  to  say  about  racism,  violence,  the  environment  and  other  is¬ 
sues. 


Youth  of  Franklin  United  Methodist  Church  are  shown  artifacts  and  art 
from  Latin  American  countries.  The  Peace  With  Justice  Educators  encour¬ 
age  role  playing  among  young  people  to  learn  "what  the  New  Testament 
says  about  domestic  and  school  violence  and  how  to  put  conflict  resolu¬ 
tion  into  practice  as  young  people  "turn  the  other  cheek."  Beth  and  He¬ 
bert  are  the  counselors  in  the  background. 


Ray  DeHainaut,  not  only  talks  about  mission  work,  he  teaches  young  peo¬ 
ple  and  parents  that  they  have  to  take  time  to  talk  out  their  problems  to 
avoid  conflicts.  He  tells  youth  and  adults  it  is  better  to  smile  and  be  the 
peacemaker  at  school,  work  or  elsewhere  when  faced  with  a  confronta¬ 
tional  situation  that  could  erupt  into  violence.  At  Broadmoor  UMC,  Baton 
Rouge,  150  people  —  youth  and  their  parents  learned  through  a  talk-show 
format. 


Materials  Are  Available 

For  free,  undated,  colorful  posters  and  bulletin  inserts  write  or 
call  the  office  of  Peace  With  Justice,  General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society,  100  Maryland  Ave.,  N.  E.,  Washington,  D.  C.,  20002; 
phone  202-488-5637. 

For  free  leaflets,  offering  envelopes  and  posters  write  or  call  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Communications,  Order  Department,  P.  O.  Box  320, 
Nashville,  TN  37202;  phone  615-741-51 10. 

From  Cokesbury  (1-800-672-1789),  order  a  publication,  Special 
Sundays  for  United  Methodists,  $4.95,  plus  tax  and  shipping.  Item 
391-687.  It  contains  worship  services  and  sermon  starters  on  pages 
18-20. 

For  additional  materials  and  ideas,  see  the  Peace  With  Justice 
section  of  your  church’s  “Come,  Share  Rejoice”  notebook. 

—  Information  provided  by  Rev.  Ellen  Alston,  Conference  Peace 
With  Justice  Committee 
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10  nominated  to  become  elders  at  annual  conference 


The  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry  will 
recommend  10  people  for  full  member¬ 
ship  in  the  Louisiana  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  during  this  year’s  annual 
conference  in  Shreveport. 

If  approved  by  the  clergy  executive  ses¬ 
sion,  nominees  will  be  ordained  elders 
Wednesday,  June  7,  at  First  UMC,  Shreve¬ 
port.  Two  previously  ordained  in  another 
denomination  will  not  be  “re-ordained” 
but  will  be  voted  into  full  connection. 

The  following  people  have  been  serv¬ 
ing  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  for 
several  years  as  ordained  deacons  and 
probationary  members  of  the  conference. 

Brian  Barron  is  a  native  of  Ruston.  He 
and  his  wife,  Kitty,  reside  in  Shreveport, 
where  Brian  serves  as  associate  pastor  at 
First  UMC.  He  is  a  graduate  of  Louisiana 
Tech  and  St.  Paul  School  of  Theology  in 
Kansas  City.  He  enjoys  snow  siding  and 
other  recreational  sports,  working  with 
computers  and  cooking. 

Mark  Bray  is  presently  serving  as  as¬ 
sociate  pastor  of  University  Church  in 
Baton  Rouge.  He  was  bom  in  Plain- 
Field,  Indiana,  and  attended  Centenary 
College  and  Perkins  School  of  Theology 
at  Southern  Methodist  University  in 
Dallas.  He  and  his  wife,  Shelley,  are 
both  children  of  United  Methodist  min¬ 
isters.  They  have  a  1 -year-old  daughter, 
Karensa.  Mark  is  a  computer  enthusiast 
and  collects  baseball  cards. 

Juliet  Padgham  Deschner  ‘Julie’  is 
presently  serving  as  associate  pastor  at 
what  she  considers  her  home  church, 
Asbury  UMC  in  Lafayette.  She  is  a 
graduate  of  University  of  Southwestern 
Louisiana  and  Perkins  School  of  Theol¬ 
ogy,  SMU.  She  and  her  husband,  John, 
who  is  also  a  minister,  have  a  2-year-old 
daughter,  Veronica.  Julie  enjoys  cross- 
stitch,  needlepoint  and  riding  bikes 
with  John  and  Veronica. 

Charles  Evans  Sr.  is  a  native  of  Den¬ 
ham  Springs  and  is  a  graduate  of  South¬ 
ern  University  and  Gammon- 
Theological  Seminary  in  Atlanta.  He  is 
married  to  the  former  Jeanretta  Scott 
and  has  three  children:  Kenya,  16; 
Charles  Jr.,  2;  and  John  William,  1.  He 
is  presently  pastor  of  Immanuel  UMC 
in  Lafayette.  Charles  enjoys  golf,  bas¬ 
ketball  (which  he  once  played  profes¬ 
sionally),  computers,  writing  and  word 
games. 

Ralph  Ford  is  presently  serving  the 
Day’s,  Center  and  Darlington  UM 
churches  in  St.  Helena  Parish.  He  was 
born  in  Poplarville,  Mississippi,  and 
served  as  minister  of  music  and  then  as¬ 
sociate  pastor  in  Baptist  churches  for  18 
years.  He  has  degrees  from  William 
Carey  College  and  New  Orleans  Baptist 
Seminary  and  will  receive  his  Doctor  of 
Ministry  from  Perkins  School  of  Theol¬ 
ogy,  SMU,  in  May.  He  has  three  children, 
Randy,  Lee  and  Amanda;  as  well  as  three 
step-sons,  Maxwell,  Adam  and  Philip. 
Ralph  and  his  wife,  Paula,  are  also  proud 
grandparents  of  four.  He  enjoys  swim¬ 
ming  and  Fishing.  He  has  been  ordained 
previously  and  has  had  his  orders  recog¬ 
nized  by  The  United  Methodist  Church. 
He  will  become  a  member  in  full  connec¬ 
tion  of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference. 

Erika  Jefferson  is  chaplain  at  Welles¬ 
ley  College  in  Wellesley,  Massachusetts. 
She  completed  her  undergraduate  work 
at  Emory  University  and  attended  Bos¬ 
ton  University  for  seminary.  Her  home¬ 
town  is  New  Orleans.  Erika  is  single  and 
enjoys  cooking  and  reading.  Her  father, 
Julius  Jefferson,  is  a  UM  minister  in 
our  annual  conference. 

Isaac  Moon  is  a  native  of  Hong  Sung, 
South  Korea.  He  presently  serves  the 
Leesville  Korean  UMC,  although  he 
soon  will  be  moving  to  Georgia  to  pas¬ 
tor  a  Korean  church  in  Savannah.  He 
and  his  wife,  Se,  have  two  sons',  Isaac 
and  Peter.  He  is  a  graduate  of  Chung 
Nam  University  and  Candler  School  of 
Theology,  Emory.  Isaac’s  hobbies  in¬ 
clude  walking,  music  and  reading. 

Wybra  Price  II  is  presently  serving  as 
associate  pastor  at  Munholland  UMC 
in  Metairie.  He  and  his  wife,  the  former 
Judith  Kaye  Zachary,  have  two  chil¬ 
dren:  Amanda,  3;  and  Wybra  Joseph  III 
“Joey’,  6  months.  Wybra  graduated 
from  Centenary  College  and  Perkins 
School  of  Theology,  SMU.  He  is  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Morgan  City.  His  hobbies  in¬ 
clude  gardening,  camping  and  cooking. 

David  Sheehan  was  bom  in  Bridge¬ 
port,  Connecticut,  and  attended  Luther 
Rice  College  in  Virginia  and  Central 
Baptist  Seminary.  He  and  his  wife,  Lyn, 
have  two  children,  Nathan  and  Erin. 
David  has  served  the  Kilboume-Locust 
Grove  Charge  and  is  presently  pastor  of 
St.  Joseph,  Wesley  and  Waterproof 
Churches.  He  lists  the  American  Le¬ 
gion,  the  Confederacy  and  Amnesty  In¬ 
ternational  as  interests. 

Mark  Strickland  is  from  Shreveport. 
He  attended  Louisiana  College  and 
Southwestern  Baptist  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary.  He  and  his  wife,  Juanita  live  in 
Monroe,  where  Mark  is  pastor  of  St. 
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8  nominated  for  probationary  membership 


The  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry  will 
recommend  eight  people  for  probation¬ 
ary  membership  in  the  Louisiana  Annu¬ 
al  Conference  at  this  year’s  annual 
conference  in  Shreveport.  If  approved 
by  the  clergy  executive  session,  they  will 
be  ordained  deacons. 

These  people  have  been  recommend¬ 
ed  by  the  Charge  Conference  of  their  lo¬ 
cal  church  and  then  interviewed  by  the 
Committee  on  Ordained  Ministry  of 
their  district.  The  District  Committee 
recommends  candidates  to  the  Confer¬ 
ence  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry. 

The  following  individuals  have  been 
examined  by  the  Conference  Board  and 
will  be  presented  to  the  clergy  session 
June  5  during  annual  conference. 

Karl  Clark  is  a  native  of  Baton  Rouge 
and  calls  Neely  UMC  his  home  church. 
He  is  a  graduate  of  Southern  University 
and  plans  to  graduate  in  July  from  Gam¬ 
mon  Theological  Seminary  in  Atlanta. 

Joey  Connelly  was  born  in  Valdese, 
North  Carolina,  and  considers  Hartzell- 
Mt.  Zion  UMC  in  Slidell  his  home 
church.  He  received  his  undergraduate 
degree  from  Appalachian  State  Univer¬ 
sity  in  Boone,  N.C.,  and  is  presently  a 
student  at  Perkins  School  of  Theology, 
~SMU. "Joey  is  having  his  elders  orders 
recognized  and  will  enter  probationary 
membership  upon  completion  of  his 
educational  requirements. 

Norwood  Hingle  III  ‘Woody’  is  a  na¬ 
tive  of  New  Orleans,  where  his  home 
church  was  Napoleon  Avenue  UMC. 
He  graduated  from  University  of  New 
Orleans  and  Gordon-Conwell  Theologi¬ 
cal  Seminary.  He  expects  to  receive  his 
Ph.D.  soon  from  the  University  of  Ab¬ 
erdeen,  Scotland. 

Erica  Jenkins  is  from  Lake  Charles, 
where  she  was  a  member  of  Warren 
UMC.  Her  undergraduate  degree  is 
from  McNeese  State  University.  She  is 
currently  a  student  at  Gammon  Theo¬ 
logical  Seminary,  where  she  is  working 
on  a  dual  degree:  Masters  of  Divinity 
with  a  concentration  in  Pastoral  Care 
and  Counseling  and  Masters  of  Arts  in 
Christian  Education. 

Josephine  Rees  ‘JoBeth’  is  from  New 
Orleans,  coming  out  of  Munholland 
Church.  She  graduated  from  Centenary 
College  and  plans  to  receive  her  Mas¬ 
ters  of  Divinity  from  Garrett-  Evangeli¬ 
cal  Theological  Seminary  in  Evanston, 
Illinois,  this  June. 

Douglas  Robinson-Johnson  is  a  native 
of  Lafayette  and  claims  Church  of  the 
Covenant  as  his  home  church.  He  is  a 
graduate  of  Centenary  College  and  Gar¬ 
rett-Evangelical  Theological  Seminary. 

Flint  Shea  hails  from  Baton  Rouge  and 
Broadmoor  UMC,  his  home  church  there. 
He  is  a  Louisiana  State  University  gradu¬ 
ate  and  is  completing  his  third  year  at  St. 
Paul  School  of  Theology,  Kansas  City. 

Brian  Yeich  is  from  Simsboro  and 
calls  Memorial  UMC  his  home  church. 
His  undergraduate  degree  is  from  Loui¬ 
siana  Tech.  He  is  completing  his  second 
year  at  Asbury  Theological  Seminary  in 
Wilmore,  Kentucky. 


In  Memoriam 

Sympathy  to  the  family  of  Rev. 
Stephen  P.  Carter,  pastor  of  Crew 
Lake-Little  Creek-Union  UM 
Charge,  who  died  April  29. 

Funeral  services  were  held  the 
morning  of  May  2  at  Rayville  UMC. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Julie 
Anne,  and  two  daughters,  Ellen  Car¬ 
ter  Brister  and  Jessica  Ruth  Carter. 


Mark’s  UMC.  He  has  one  daughter,  Al¬ 
lison,  9.  Mark  enjoys  reading,  college 
basketball  and  working  in  his  yard. 
Markkas  been  ordained  previously  and 
has  had  his  orders  recognized  by  The 
United  Methodist  Church.  He  will  be¬ 
come  a  member  in  full  connection  of 
the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference. 


Information  provided  by: 
Rev.  Ken  Irby 
Photos  provided  by: 
Rev.  Don  McDowell 
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5  slated  for  associate  membership 


The  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry  will  recom¬ 
mend  Five  people  for  associate  membership  in 
the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  at  this  year’s 
annual  conference  in  Shreveport.  If  approved 
by  the  clergy  executive  session,  they  will  be  or¬ 
dained  deacons. 

Associate  membership  is  available  to  full¬ 
time  local  pastors  who  have  completed  at  least 
60  hours  of  undergraduate  work,  completed  the 
course  of  study  for  local  pastors  and  served  at 
least  four  years  in  full-time  ministry. 

Mark  Crosby  comes  from  Napoleon  Avenue 
UMC  ih”New  Orleans  and  is  presently  serving 
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Trinity  UMC  in  Buras.  He  is  a  graduate  of  Austin  College  and  earned  a  Master  of 
Religious  Education  from  New  Orleans  Baptist  Theological  Seminary.  Mark  has 
been  ordained  previously  and  will  have  his  orders  recognized. 

Johnny  Hankins  claims  Reveille  UMC  in  Monroe  as  his  home  church  and  is  now 
serving  Asbury  UMC,  West  Monroe.  He  is  a  graduate  of  Whitworth  College  and 
has  attended  Wesley  Biblical  Seminary. 

Wayne  Howington  considers  Broadmoor  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  his  home  church 
and  is  now  serving  Magnolia  UMC,  Greenwell  Springs.  He  has  attended  Louisiana 
College  and  took  his  course  of  study  work  at  Perkins  School  of  Theology,  SMU. 

Ernest  Scott  is  from  Hurst  UMC  and  is  now  serving  the  St.  Peter-Belle  Rose-St. 
James  Charge  in  the  Baton  Rouge  district.  He  is  an  alumnus  of  Spencer  College.  He 
did  his  course  of  study  work  at  Perkins  School  of  Theology,  SMU. 

Ulysse  Stephens  is  pastor  of  the  Port  Allen-Scott-Shiloh  Charge.  He  has  a  Mas¬ 
ters  of  Education  in  Secondary  Education  and  has  completed  his  course  of  study 
work  at  Perkins  School  of  Theology,  SMU. 

Steps  into  UM  ministry  outlined 


How  does  one  enter  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  ministry?  It  is  a  process  that  takes 
years  and  includes  exploration,  exami¬ 
nation,  nurture  and  education. 

At  every  step,  consideration  is  given 
to  the  call  of  God  in  the  person’s  life 
and  to  the  gifts  and  grace  for  ministry. 
While  the  process  is  rather  detailed  and 
complex,  the  highlights  are  listed  below. 

The  Inquiring  Candidate 

Candidate  talks  with  his  or  her  pastor 
and  studies  an  introductory  book  on  the 
ministry.  The  Christian  as  Minister. 

The  Declared  Candidate 

Candidate  is  interviewed  by  the  Pas¬ 
tor-Parish  Relations  Committee.  Com¬ 
mittee  makes  report  to  the  Charge 
Conference.  Candidates  must  be  ap¬ 
proved  by  a  %  majority  secret  ballot 
vote. 

The  Exploring  Candidate 

Candidate  comes  under  the  nurture 
and  guidance  of  the  district  Committee 
on  Ordained  Ministry,  which  assigns  a 
supervising  pastor  to  work  with  the  can¬ 
didate  on  studies  related  to  ministry. 

The  Certified  Candidate 

The  supervising  pastor  makes  a  re¬ 
port  to  the  district  committee.  After 
members  of  the  committee  interview 
the  candidate,  they  may  vote  to  conFirm 
the  person  as  a  certified  candidate. 

Probationary  Membership 

After  a  candidate  has  been  certified 
for  at  least  one  year,  graduated  from 
college  and  completed  at  least  half  of 
the  seminary  work  required  for  a  Mas¬ 
ters  of  Divinity,  he  or  she  may  be  rec¬ 
ommended  by  the  district  committee  by 
3/«  majority  vote  as  a  candidate  for  pro¬ 
bationary  membership  in  the  annual 
conference  and  ordination  as  a  deacon. 
Once  recommended,  the  candidate 
comes  under  the  nurture  and  guidance 


of  the  Conference  Board  of  Ordained 
Ministry,  which  examines  each  candi¬ 
date  for  readiness  for  ministry,  and 
then  recommends  the  candidate  to  the 
clergy  session  of  the  annual  conference. 

Full  Membership 

Probationary  members  who  have 
served  at  least  two  full  annual  confer¬ 
ence  years  after  completing  all  educa¬ 
tional  requirements  are  eligible  for  full 
membership  in  the  annual  conference 
and  ordination  as  elders.  During  these 
years,  probationary  members  remain 
under  the  care  of  the  board  of  ordained 
ministry  and  continue  to  be  examined 
for  evidence  of  competency  in  ministry. 
The  board  recommends  candidates  for 
full  membership  to  the  clergy  session  of 
the  annual  conference. 

Anyone  with  inquiries  about  the  or¬ 
dained  ministry  is  urged  to  talk  to  his  or 
her  pastor  or  district  superintendent  or 
a  member  of  the  Board  of  Ordained 
Ministry. 


What 
is  required 
of  a  Methodist? 


Bishop  William  Oden 


These  are  days  of  intense  debate  within  United  Methodism.  Ques¬ 
tions  abound: 

How  should  we  be  structured  at  the  General  Church  level? 

How  should  we  order  our  clergy  ? 

Where  should  the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  be 
housed? 

What  is  the  meaning  of  “connection?” 

What  is  the  basic  body  of  our  church? 

What  is  the  role  of  the  Annual  Conference? 

What  is  the  primary  task  of  the  local  church  and  the 
Annual  Conference? 

Let's  not  become  so  consumed  with  our  debate  that  we  lose  track  of 
our  mission,  our  reason  for  being.  John  Wesley's  clarity  about  why 
God  raised  up  the  people  called  Methodist  fueled  his  passion  for  the 
gospel  and  sense  of  urgency  about  his  work.  Listen  to  his  words: 

There  is  no  other  religious  society  under  heaven  which  re¬ 
quires  nothing  of  men  in  order  to  (gain)  their  admission  into  it, 
but  a  desire  to  save  their  souls  . . .  The  Methodists  alone  do  not 
insist  on  your  holding  this  or  that  opinion;  but  they  think  and 
let  think  . . .  Here  is  our  glorying;  and  a  glory  peculiar  to  us. 

There  is  certainly  room  for  diversity  under  this  doctrinal  umbrella. 
The  unifying  constant  is  a  desire  to  save  souls;  to  lose  this  sense  of  ur¬ 
gency  is  to  be  without  the  mainspring  of  Methodism. 


Around  the  Conference 


Opening  prayer 

Dr.  Alonzo  J.  Campbell,  pastor  of 
Hartzell-Mt.  Zion  UMC,  Slidell,  re¬ 
cently  offered  the  opening  prayer 
for  the  first  session  of  the  1995  Lou¬ 
isiana  House  of  Representatives. 

Campbell  received  the  invitation 
from  United  Methodist  Representa¬ 
tive  Suzanne  Krieger  of  Slidell  and 
Speaker  of  the  House,  Representa¬ 
tive  John  Alario. 

Earlier  that  same  day,  Campbell 
presented  a  workshop  to  social 
workers  from  around  the  state  at 
the  Louisiana  Council  for  Child 
Abuse  state  convention  in  Baton 
Rouge. 

Women's  retreat 

The  United  Methodist  Women 


will  hold  a  retreat  May  20  at  the 
home  of  Iris  Isenberg.  member  of 
St.  John's  UMC,  Baton  Rouge.  The 
retreat  will  last  from  10  a.m.  to 
12:30  p.m. 

Carolyn  Ellender,  a  social  worker 
and  director  of  The  Parenting  Cen¬ 
ter,  will  speak  on  a  program  called 
FAST  —  Families  And  School  To¬ 
gether. 

Those  interested  should  bring  a 
salad  lunch  to  share.  A  nursery  will 
also  be  available. 


Outstanding  teacher 

Nancy  Stewart  Nicholls  of  First 
UMC,  Amite,  earned  honors  as  the 
most  outstanding  science  teacher  in 
the  nation,  Grades  7-9,  in  a  recent 
competition  sponsored  by  Toshiba 


Corporation  and  the  National  Sci¬ 
ence  Teachers  Association. 

USA  Today  ran  a  full  page  article 
April  19  featuring  Nicholls  and  oth¬ 
er  winners. 

She  garnered  the  award  along 
with  four  of  her  students  who  were 
recipients  of  the  1995  ExploraVi- 
sion  Awards.  This  past  fall,  nearly 
20,000  students  —  working  in 
teams  across  the  U.S.  and  Canada 
—  set  out  to  explore  their  visions  of 
the  future  by  selecting  a  current 
technology  and  demonstrating  what 
it  might  be  like  in  20  years. 

Her  family’s  membership  at  First 
UMC,  Amite,  spans  several  genera¬ 
tions.  Nicholls  currently  teaches  a‘ 
a  small  private  school  in  North- 
ridge,  California. 
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Budget  veto  idea 
comes  up  zero 


An  unofficial  plan  to  reorganize 
The  United  Methodist  Church  mer¬ 
its  attention  alongside  the  emerging 
official  restructure  study  from  the 
church’s  General  Council  of  Minis¬ 
tries. 

The  new  plan,  "Affirmations  of  a 
New  Connection,"  offers  several 
creative  approaches  (see  UMR. 
May  12).  The  proposal  also  raises 
a  point  which  the  official  study 
hasn't  touched  upon,  namely  how 
the  denomination’s  ministries  be¬ 
yond  local  congregations  should 
be  funded. 

The  “New  Connection”  propos¬ 
al  would  allow  local  churches  to 
determine  their  own  contributions 
to  each  general  church  agency — in 
effect  a  “line-item  veto"  over  fair- 
share  assessments  known  as  ap¬ 
portionments. 

This  approach  may  seem  laud¬ 
able  on  the  surface.  However,  re¬ 
cent  experience  seems  to  indicate 
otherwise. 

Contributions  to  World  Service — 
the  account  which  funds  most  gener¬ 
al  agencies  of  the  church — have  de¬ 
clined  steadily  over  the  past  decade. 

Anecdotal  evidence  from  local- 
church  and  annual  conference 
leaders  indicates  that  some  por¬ 
tion  of  this  decline  represents  an 
unofficial  “veto”  by  local  congre¬ 
gations  objecting  to  general  agency 
policies  and  practices. 

Giving  official  sanction  to  such 
a  veto  within  congregations  could 
erode  denominationwide  finances 
to  such  an  extent  that  within  eight 
years  the  general  church’s  mission 
and  ministry  would  be  seriously 
jeopardized  if  not  eliminated. 

Instead  of  the  “New  Connec¬ 
tion"  proposal,  we  offer  this  alter¬ 
native: 


Editorial 


■  Local  congregations  should 
exercise  their  existing  power  in  the 
budgeting  process.  Through  their 
lay  members  of  annual  conferences, 
congregations  have  direct  represen¬ 
tation  with  voice  and  vote  in  the 
budget  process.  Consequently,  any 
member  representing  his  or  her 
church  can  vote  against  any  bud¬ 
get  proposal  at  annual  conference. 

Lay  members  and  pastors  also 
have  a  responsibility  to  inform  their 
congregations  of  the  proposed  con¬ 
ference  budget,  solicit  responses  and 
carry  that  feedback  to  annual  confer¬ 
ence.  In  addition,  lay  members 
should  report  back  to  their  congrega¬ 
tions  on  the  results  of  the  annual 
conference  budget  and  program. 

■  Denominationwide  agencies 
and  annual  conferences  should 
make  interpretation  of  financial 
needs  a  high  priority  with  provision 
for  prompt  feedback. 

In  providing  feedback,  however, 
annual  conferences  and  congrega¬ 
tions  have  a  responsibility  not 
merely  to  criticize  the  budget  but 
to  offer  constructive  alternatives. 

The  foundation  of  this  two¬ 
pronged  alternative  is  mutual  own¬ 
ership  in  the  funding  process  rather 
than  the  “us  versus  them”  attitude 
which  we  perceive  in  the  line-item 
veto  proposal. 

Any  restructure  proposal  must 
have,  at  its  base,  a  clear  reliance 
upon  the  understanding  that  the 
church  is  the  Body  of  Christ.  We  are 
all  in  a  covenant  relationship  with 
one  another.  As  such,  we  cannot  af¬ 
ford  to  say  to  any  part — whether  by 
financial  veto  or  otherwise — that  we 
have  no  need  of  any  other  part. 


'Government  busters'  may  benefit  church 


I  was  a  little  saddened  by  the  sto¬ 
ries  and  editorial  crying  out  against 
proposed  government  spending  cuts 
(see  UMR.  April  21  and  28). 

The  church  might  benefit  from 
joining  in  with  a  national  trend  to¬ 
ward  less  government.  Fighting  it 
won’t  be  appealing  to  the  majority 
of  government  busters  who  put  a 
new  breed  of  politicians  into  power 
in  Washington  in  November.  Can 
the  church  really  hope  to  gain  mem¬ 
bers  by  fighting  the  tide? 

Let’s  bring  back  charity,  a  long- 
held  Methodist  tenet.  But  charity 
can  only  come  from  an  individual 
or  group  of  individuals  acting  to¬ 
gether  with  a  helping  spirit.  Charity 
is  not  big-brother  government  “rob¬ 
bing"  one  taxpayer  and  giving  the 
proceeds  to  someone  else. 

If  local  churches  grovel  for  federal 
dollars,  members  will  be  tempted  to 
sit  back  and  think  that  since  the  feds 
are  taking  care  of  social  problems, 
they  don’t  need  to  get  involved. 

Susan  Ralphe 
Fountain  Hills,  Arizona 

Christians  killed,  too 

I  agree  with  the  Rev.  Ignacio  Cas- 
tuera  in  his  April  21  “Here  I  Stand” 
that  Christians  should  observe  Ho¬ 
locaust  to  remind  themselves  that  7 
million  Christians  died  in  the  Nazi 
death  camps  along  with  5  million 
Jews.  This  fact  should  be  remem¬ 
bered  by  Christians  everywhere  that 
they  can  die  for  opposing  totalitar¬ 
ian  regimes.  Christians  were  not  re¬ 
sponsible  for  Jewish  persecution. 

Read  the  Jewish  author,  Max  Di- 
mont,  in  his  excellent  book  Jews, 
God  and  History.  Mr.  Dimont  stat¬ 
ed:  “. . .  the  Germans  exterminated 
with  systemized  murder  12  million 
men,  women  and  children,  in  con¬ 
centration  camps,  by  firing  squads, 
and  in  gas  chambers.  Of  these  12 
million  victims,  7  million  were 
Christians  and  5  million  were 
Jews — 1.4  Christians  for  every  Jew. 
But  because  the  Nazis  shouted  ‘Kill 
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the  Jews,’  the  world  blinded  itself  to 
the  murder  of  Christians.” 

Charles  A.  Rodenberger 
Baird,  Texas 

Consider  housing,  too 

I  would  like  to  respond  to  the  let¬ 
ter  regarding  pastors’  incomes  (see 
UMR,  April  21). 

I  don’t  know  in  what  annual  con¬ 
ference  the  letter-writer  lives,  but  in 
our  annual  conference,  so  much  is 
expected  of  the  congregation  to  fur¬ 
nish  all  the  amenities  to  ministers 
it’s  mind-boggling. 

Parsonages  must  be  of  a  large 
square  footage  (larger  than  most  of 
the  parishioners  live  in). 

Washing  machines,  dryers,  humidi¬ 
fiers,  air  conditioning  and  now 
dishwashers  have  been  added  to  the 
never-ending  demand  list.  The  con¬ 
gregation  must  pay  for  all  the  utility 
bills,  painting  and  upkeep  of  par¬ 
sonages,  new  carpeting,  drapes,  up¬ 
keep  of  appliances,  etc. 

I  personally  would  like  to  see  min¬ 
isters  get  a  housing  allowance  and 
have  to  pay  their  own  bills.  Maybe 


then  they  would  come  into  the  “real 
world”  and  realize  that  they’re  not 
underpaid.  The  conference  is  just 
asking  too  much  of  congregations! 

Name  and  Address 
Withheld  by  Request 

What  about  disability? 

The  spouse  who  wrote  on  pastors’ 
incomes  (see  UMR,  April  21),  par¬ 
ticularly  when  they  encounter  ill¬ 
ness,  touches  only  the  tip  of  the 
iceberg. 

In  the  past  24  months  1  have  ex¬ 
perienced  a  heart  attack  and  now 
cancer  for  the  third  time.  I  went  on 
disability  last  September. 

Disability  income  is  $1,100.56 
monthly.  They  take  out  $102  dol¬ 
lars  monthly  for  taxes.  I  pay  my 
own  insurance  premiums  (as  is  the 
custom  for  persons  on  disability)  of 
$125  monthly  and  20  percent  of  my 
$1,400  per  month  medicine  bill 
which  is  $280  monthly. 

That  leaves  me  a  whopping  $593 
a  month  with  which  to  pay  rent  (I 
now  have  to  find  a  place  to  live 
since  I  don’t  have  access  to  a  par¬ 
sonage),  utilities,  food,  gasoline,  car 
expenses  etc. 

I’m  only  41.1  will  probably  dig  out 
of  this  eventually.  But  I  can’t  be  the 
only  person  in  The  United  Methodist 
Church  who  has  this  dilemma.  What 


about  the  pastor  who  has  served  the 
church  faithfully  for  40  years?  Is  this 
where  he  or  she  ends  up? 

How  many  pastors  do  we  have 
who  really  need  to  be  on  disability,  or 
who  have  family  who  are  ill  and  can’t 
get  good  medical  treatment  because 
we  haven’t  provided  to  cover  the 
loopholes?  To  compound  the  illness 
of  pastor  or  family  member  with  fi¬ 
nances  is  horrible.  But  only  by  mak¬ 
ing  major  attitudinal  adjustments 
will  things  get  any  better. 

Ron  Adams 
Goreville,  Illinois 

Figures  in  error 

In  the  April  14  issue  of  the  Re¬ 
porter  I  see  a  quite  understandable 
and  unintentional  error  about  which 
I  have  written  a  good  many  times  in 
the  past: 

“The  denomination  is  4.27  percent 
Black,  .63  percent  Latino,  .26  percent 
Native  American,  .83  percent  Asian 
and  Pacific  Island  Americans.” 

The  figure  with  respect  to  Native 
Americans  may  be  reasonably  accu¬ 
rate,  but  I  believe  all  the  others 
should  be  more  than  doubled,  un¬ 
less  you  make  it  clear  that  you  are 
speaking  only  of  that  part  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church  residing 
in  the  United  States  of  America. 

Leonard  Slutz 
Cincinnati,  Ohio 


Athlete's  tragedy  taught  me  to  be  alcohol  free 


By  MICHAEL  HOLLY 


Winners  of 
essay  contest 
announced 

More  than  100  entries  in  two  divi¬ 
sions  were  received  in  the  Youth  Al¬ 
cohol  Essay  Contest  cc  ponsored  by 
the  Independent  Committee  on  Alco¬ 
hol  and  Drugs  for  United  Methodists 
and  the  United  Methodist  Reporter. 

In  addition  to  award  plaques, 
winners  will  receive  the  following 
cash  prizes:  middle  school  division, 
first  $500,  second  $250  and  third 
$125;  high  school  division,  first 
$750,  second  $500,  third  $300.  Stu¬ 
dents  whose  essays  were  selected  for 
honorable  mention  will  receive  cer¬ 
tificates. 

First-place  essays  are  printed  at 
right.  Other  winners,  their  churches 
and  annual  conferences  are: 

Middle  School  Division  Theme:  “Who 
Is  Hurt  When  People  Use  Alcohol?” 

Second  place:  Bradley  “Ryan”  Heath- 
erly,  Mt.  Zion  UMC,  Union  City, 
Tenn.,  (Tennessee). 

Third  place:  Michelle  Estabrook, 
Brainardsville  UMC,  Chateaugay,  N.Y., 
(North  Central  New  York). 

Honorable  Mention: 

Erin  Carlisle,  St.  James  UMC,  Tam¬ 
pa,  Fla.,  (Florida). 

Monica  Christian,  Good  Shepherd 
UMC,  Memphis,  Tenn.,  (Memphis). 

Mark  Covington,  New  McKendree 
UMC,  Jackson,  Mo.,  (Missouri  East). 

Kristen  Davis,  University  UMC,  Las 
Cruces,  N.M.,  (New  Mexico). 

Carrie  Hayes.  Asbury  UMC,  North 
Hampton,  Ohio,  (West  Ohio). 

Heather  Morgan,  Harleston  (Texas) 
UMC,  (Texas). 

Ryan  Muchow,  Bethany  UMC,  Green 
Bay,  Wis.,  (Wisconsin). 

John  R.  Villareal,  First  UMC,  McAl¬ 
len,  Texas,  (Southwest  Texas). 

Karen  Won,  Covenant  Korean  UMC, 
Pomona,  Calif.,  (California-Pacific). 

High  School  Division  Theme:  “I  Choose  to 
Be  Alcohol  Free" 

Second  place:  Rachel  Bell,  First 


UMC,  Washington,  Ill.,  (Central  Illinois). 

Third  place:  Amanda  Paige  Hill,  First 
UMC,  Pineville,  La.,  (Louisiana). 
Honorable  Mention: 

Jolennda  Cole,  Mayfair  Heights 
UMC,  Oklahoma  City  (Oklahoma). 

Joshua  Clayton  Cox,  Long  Island 
(Kan.)  UMC,  (Kansas  West). 

Amy  Frank,  Simi  Valley  (Calif.) 
UMC,  (California-Pacific). 

Jeremy  A.  Ginoza,  Fallbrook  (Calif.) 
UMC,  (California-Pacific). 

Kristine  Lyons,  New  McKendree 
UMC,  Jackson,  Mo.,  (Missouri  East). 

Jill  McLeod,  First  UMC,  Centerville, 
Texas,  (Texas). 

Richard  Norman,  Brookville  (Pa.) 
UMC,  (Western  Pennsylvania). 

Holden  Osborne,  First  UMC,  Odessa, 
Mo.,  (Missouri  West). 

Senior  High  Sunday  School  Class, 
Fort  Gibson  (Okla.)  UMC,  (Oklahoma). 

Dear  Dad: 

By  MICHAEL  DAN  PATRICK  II 

Dad,  I  miss  you  and  I  want  you  to 
still  be  here.  You  should  have  quit 
drinking  a  long  time  ago,  but  you 
didn’t. 

I’m  very  mad  because  you 
couldn’t  stop  or  didn’t  find  the  right 
method  in  yourself.  You  have  to 
want  to  stop,  and  stay  dry,  drop  the 
monkey  and  put  him  where  he  be¬ 
longs,  but  the  alcohol  got  the  best  of 
you  before  sobriety  did. 

If  you  only  knew  what  you  were 
doing  and  what  you  and  I  will  be 


The  young  man  was  blessed.  He 
was  athletic,  good-looking,  talented 
and  had  a  family.  He  had  a  prob¬ 
lem,  though.  This  problem  brought 
a  premature  halt  to  his  career,  erod¬ 
ed  his  health,  and  destroyed  his 
family  life.  The  problem  left  the 
gifted  man  in  ruins.  Mickey  Mantle, 
one  of  the  best  baseball  players  to 
ever  play  in  the  major  leagues,  idol¬ 
ized  by  millions,  was  addicted  to  al¬ 
cohol. 

“God  gave  me  a  great  body  to 
play  with,  and  I  didn’t  take  care  of 
it,  and  I  blame  a  lot  of  it  on  alco¬ 
hol,"  said  Mantle  in  an  article  he 
wrote  for  Sports  Illustrated  detailing 
his  struggles  with  alcohol.  Mantle 
had  neglected  the  gifts  of  God  to 
live  a  life  consumed  with  alcohol. 
Mantle’s  unfortunate  story  is  pre¬ 
cisely  the  reason  why  I  choose  to 
grow  up  alcohol  free. 

My  time  is  not  spent  drinking, 
but  instead  with  friends  and  family. 
I  am  able  to  use  my  talents  to  their 
fullest  extent  without  hindrance.  I 
believe  that  God  has  given  me  a 
purpose  in  life  to  follow.  Alcohol 


Michael  Dan  Patrick  is  a  member  of 
Copan  United  Methodist  Church,  Co¬ 
pan,  Oklahoma  (Oklahoma  Annual 
Conference).  His  essay  won  first  prize 
in  the  middle  school  division. 


missing  out  on  in  our  lifetime.  I 
don’t  know  how  to  deal  with  the 
hurt,  which  turns  into  anger,  nor  do 
I  know  how  to  deal  with  the  anger. 

We  all  loved  you  just  the  way  you 
were,  before  the  drinking  turned 
you  into  someone  we  didn’t  know. 
You  broke  so  many  hearts  and 
promises  and  dreams  for  the  future 


Michael  Holly  is  a  member  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Pekin,  Illi¬ 
nois  (Central  Illinois  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence).  His  essay  won  first  place  in  the 
high  school  division. 


would  not  be  beneficial  to  the  pur¬ 
suit  of  this  purpose. 

Valuable  things 

My  time  should  be  spent  doing 
valuable  things  for  the  world  and 
for  my  fellow  man  instead  of  drink¬ 
ing.  As  it  says  in  Romans  14:17, 
“the  kingdom  of  God  is  not  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  eating  and  drinking,  but  of 
righteousness,  peace,  and  joy  in  the 
Holy  Spirit  for  anyone  who  serves 
in  Christ  in  this  way  is  pleasing  to 
God  and  approved  by  men.” 

If  one  spends  a  significant  time  of 
his  or  her  life  using  alcohol,  he  or 
she  may  miss  out  on  special  mo¬ 
ments  in  life.  For  example,  in  Man¬ 
tle’s  case,  he  missed  out  on  the 
childhood  of  his  children.  Because 
of  his  alcohol  abuse,  Mantle  missed 
a  special  part  of  life  he  had  been 
blessed  with.  “I  wasn’t  a  good  fam¬ 
ily  man.  I  was  always  out  running 


that  sometimes  I  just  don’t  know 
which  way  to  turn.  You  were  drink¬ 
ing  so  much  that  you  never  saw  the 
effect  it  was  having  on  the  whole 
family.  You  never  saw  the  pain  in 
our  faces,  or  the  fear  in  our  voices, 
when  we  asked  you  to  stop  drink¬ 
ing. 

All  because  of  the  drinking,  you 
lost  your  job.  Mom  had  to  take  on 
two  jobs  just  to  keep  the  bills  paid, 
but  you  kept  taking  the  money  and 
buying  beer.  Then  we  had  to  leave 
you,  because  you  kept  doing  crazy 
things  and  we  became  afraid.  That 
didn’t  mean  we  didn’t  love  you,  we 
just  couldn’t  stay  with  you.  Then  we 
lost  the  home  and  our  family  was 
split  up.  You  changed;  Mom 
changed;  I  changed.  I  think  we  all 
were  afraid  that  it  would  never  be 
the  same.  I  wonder  if  you  ever  knew 
how  much  your  drinking  changed 
the  way  I  thought  about  you. 

Dad,  your  drinking  had  the  big¬ 
gest  effect  on  me  the  day  we  had  to 
bury  you,  all  because  of  alcohol.  I 
learned  the  hardest  lesson  in  life: 
losing  a  parent.  Maybe  God  saw 
your  pain  and  took  you;  maybe  this 
is  God’s  plan,  to  show  me  what  hap¬ 
pens  so  that  I  will  never  repeat  the 


around  with  the  guys  . . .  My  kids 
never  blamed  me  for  not  being 
there.  They  don’t  have  to.  I  blame 
myself,”  Mantle  once  said. 

I  do  not  want  to  miss  once  in  a 
lifetime  opportunities  because  of  al¬ 
cohol  use.  God  has  provided  many 
special  things  for  our  world  and  I 
do  not  want  anything  to  keep  me 
from  recognizing  each  of  them. 

Sometimes  it  is  hard  for  people  to 
understand  why  others  use  or  abuse 
alcohol.  Many  have  problems  or 
pressure  to  escape,  or  depression  to 
ward  off.  Mantle  admitted  that  the 
pain  of  losing  his  father  to  Hodg¬ 
kin’s  Disease  drove  him  to  alcohol. 
He  felt  it  helped  him  to  escape  the 
pain  of  his  father’s  death.  Thou¬ 
sands  of  people  under  similar  cir¬ 
cumstances  have  turned  to  the  same 
source  for  relief. 

I  do  not  feel  alcohol  is  a  good  way 
to  escape  pressure,  pain,  or  any 
kind  of  problem.  Instead  of  turning 
to  alcohol,  I  would  choose  to  turn  to 
God  as  a  source  of  understanding 
and  compassion.  As  the  23rd  Psalm 
says,  “He  makes  me  lie  down  in 
green  pastures,  he  leads  me  beside 


cycle  of  alcoholism. 

I  don’t  need  to  see  commercials 
about  how  much  fun  alcohol  is.  I 
have  seen  the  other  side  and  have 
felt  the  pain.  I  will  take  care  of  my 
body,  mind,  and  soul  just  like  God 
tells  me  to.  My  body  is  like  a  temple 
and  I  will  take  care  of  it.  This  letter 
to  you,  Dad,  is  the  beginning  of  my 
testimony  that  I  will  share  with  oth¬ 
ers  so  that  your  life  will  not  have 
been  in  vain. 

Love  always, 

Your  son,  Michael 

Michael  Dan  Patrick  Sr.,  born 
Feb.  6,  1953,  died  March  16,  1994, 
of  cirrhosis  of  the  liver. 


quiet  waters,  he  restores  my  soul . . . 
Even  though  I  may  walk  in  the  val¬ 
ley  of  the  shadow  of  death,  I  will 
fear  no  evil,  for  you  are  with  me, 
your  rod  and  your  staff,  they  com¬ 
fort  me.”  The  fact  that  God  is  with 
me  would  be  more  comforting  than 
a  bottle  of  alcohol.  Any  suffering  I 
may  experience  within  my  life 
could  be  dealt  with  through  His 
presence. 

Duties  to  God,  family 

Finally,  I  believe  I  have  certain 
duties  to  God,  my  friends,  family, 
and  also,  myself.  I  owe  it  to  all  of  us 
to  try  to  be  the  best  person  I  possi¬ 
bly  can.  By  using  alcohol,  I  would 
not  be  able  to  effectively  make  the 
decisions  and  choices  to  better  my¬ 
self  and  improve  my  life.  According 
to  Isaiah  28:7,  “these  also  stagger 
from  beer  and  are  befuddled  with 
wine.  They  reel  from  beer.  They 
stagger  when  seeing  visions,  they 
stumble  when  rendering  decisions.” 

I  want  to  achieve  the  best  possi¬ 
ble  grades  in  school,  not  settling  for 
any  less  than  the  very  best  from  my¬ 
self.  I  feel  responsible  to  be  there 
when  my  friends  and  family  need 
me  most.  I  could  not  effectively 
handle  responsibility  with  an  alco¬ 
hol  influence.  1  would  not  be  there 
when  people  needed  me,  and  I 
would  not  meet  or  exceed  my  own 
expectations.  Not  only  would  I  let 
down  friends,  family,  and  all  the 
people  around  me  by  using  alcohol, 
but  most  importantly,  I  would  be 
letting  myself  down. 

While  Mantle  was  in  the  Betty 
Ford  Clinic  recovering  from  his  al¬ 
cohol  abuse,  he  received  thousands 
of  letters  saying  things  such  as 
“you’re  in  the  biggest  game  of  your 
life  and  we  want  to  see  you  win 
again.”  I  do  not  feel  that  alcohol  has 
any  place  in  my  life.  I  believe  that 
I’m  always  in  the  biggest  game  of 
my  life  and  there’s  no  way  I’m  go¬ 
ing  to  strike  out.  I’m  not  going  to  let 
myself  lose  the  game. 
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LOUISIANA  FLOODING:  Louisiana 

flooding  last  week  damaged  four  United  Meth¬ 
odist  church  buildings  and  three  parsonages  in 
the  New  Orleans  district.  United  Methodist-re¬ 
lated  Methodist  Home  and  the  Tulane  Campus 
Ministry  also  were  damaged.  A  special  offering 
for  flood  relief  will  be  received  in  Louisiana 
churches  on  Sunday,  May  28.  Contributions  to 
flood  relief  can  be  made  to  the  church’s  General 
Domestic  Disaster  Fund  #901607-1  through  lo¬ 
cal  congregations.  The  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Relief  (UMCOR)  has  sent  relief 
response  executive  director  Lloyd  Rollins  and 
consultant  Gordon  Knuckey  to  lead  UMCOR 
response  in  Lousiana. 


WORLD  SERVICE  BUDGET:  The 

United  Methodist  General  Council  on  Minis¬ 
tries  is  recommending  to  the  General  Council 
on  Finance  and  Administration  a  World  Ser¬ 
vice  allocation  for  the  church’s  program  agen¬ 
cies  during  1997-2000  of  $194,750,000.  This  is 
a  12.15  percent  increase  over  the  1993-1996 
quadrennium  budget  of  World  Service  and 
Mission  Initiatives  funds.  The  proposed  total 
is  about  $5.50  per  member  per  year. 


MOTION  MAY  FREE  HIM:  After  nine 

years  in  prison  in  Stormville,  N.Y.,  the  Rev. 
Nathaniel  Grady,  a  United  Methodist,  believes 
that  a  motion  filed  in  federal  court  on  his  behalf 
may  free  him.  He  was  convicted  in  1986  of 
what  he  termed  “the  worst  crime  there  is,’’ 
sexually  assaulting  five  children  in  a  day  care 
center  at  his  Bronx,  N.Y.,  church.  Mr.  Grady 
has  maintained  his  innocence  from  the  begin¬ 
ning  and  has  had  the  moral  support  of  United 
Methodist  ministers  in  the  church’s  New  York 
regional  conference. 

THREATS  DON'T  WORK:  A  vandal¬ 
ized  building  and  telephoned  death  threats  did 
not  stop  a  Native  American  United  American 
congregation  in  Tulsa  from  holding  church  ser¬ 
vices  May  7.  The  Rev.  Tim  Byington  discov¬ 
ered  white  powder  from  a  fire  extinguisher  all 
over  the  sanctuary,  the  sound  system  missing 
and  other  damage  when  he  arrived  at  9  a.m.  to 
open  the  church  for  Sunday  school.  Most  chill¬ 
ing,  Mr.  Byington  said,  was  a  message  left  on 
the  church  answering  machine  threatening,  “go 
back  to  the  reservation  where  you  belong  or 
we’ll  kill  you.”  Tulsa  police  labeled  the  inci¬ 
dent  a  burglary  and  hate  crime. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Church's  swift  aid  astounds  Oklahomans 


'I've  never  been 
so  proud  to  be 
a  Methodist ' 

By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASHE 

Associate  Editor 

Prayers,  gifts  and  aid  from 
United  Methodists  and  other 
Christians  continue  to  arrive  in 
Oklahoma  City  for  victims  of  the 
April  19  bombing. 

The  latest  reports: 

First  UMC,  Oklahoma  City 

The  congregation  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church  is 
holding  worship  and  Sunday 
school  classes  at  Trinity  Baptist 
Church  in  northwest  Oklahoma 
City,  about  a  mile  from  United 
Methodist-related  Oklahoma 
City  University. 

First  UMC’s  downtown  cam¬ 
pus,  130  feet  southeast  of  the 
A.P.  Murrah  Federal  Building, 
was  severely  damaged  in  the 
bombing. 

“It’s  amazing — Trinity  Baptist 
just  asked  us  to  move  in  with 
them,”  said  the  Rev.  Craig 
Groeschel,  associate  pastor. 
“They  have  a  big  facility.” 

Mr.  Groeschel  said  the  United 
Methodists  worship  at  9  a.m. 
while  the  Baptists  conduct  Sun¬ 
day  school,  then  the  two  congre¬ 
gations  switch  rooms. 

There  is  no  timetable  for  how 
long  the  two  congregations  will 
share  space  because  there  is  no  fi¬ 
nal  word  on  whether  the  damage 
to  First  UMC  can  be  repaired 
structurally,  Mr.  Groeschel  add¬ 
ed. 

Meanwhile,  the  prayers  and 
gifts  keep  coming. 

“People  have  sent  us  banners, 
notes  of  prayer  and  money  from 
across  the  country  and  around 
the  world,”  said  Mr.  Groeschel, 
who  added  that  he  didn’t  have  an 
accounting  of  how  much  finan¬ 
cial  aid  had  been  received. 

“We’vtf  jUst  finished  Crying 
over  the  gift  of  some  children 
from"  a’ church  in  California. 


They  heard  that  we’d  lost  our 
Sunday  school  classrooms,  so 
they  sent  our  children  their 
stuffed  animals. 

“I’ve  never  been  as  proud  to  be 
a  United  Methodist  as  I  have  this 
past  month.” 

Oklahoma  conference 

Conference  leaders  continue  to 
meet  weekly  to  update  disaster 
recovery  efforts  of  the  church’s 
Oklahoma  Annual  Conference, 
said  the  Rev.  Boyce  Bowden, 
spokesman.  ^ 

Those  efforts  include  weekly 
training  sessions  for  clergy  and 
church  staff  in  crisis  counseling 
and  other  recovery  needs. 

The  Rev.  Robert  Allen,  pastor 
of  Wesley  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Oklahoma  City,  led 
the  memorial  service  May  5  at 
the  bomb  site  when  rescue  work¬ 
ers  stopped  searching  for  bodies, 
Mr.  Bowden  said.  Mr.  Allen  had 
headed  the  corps  of  chaplains 
who  counseled  workers  and  vic¬ 
tims  at  the  site  and  in  shelters. 

Meanwhile,  United  Method¬ 
ists  and  other  pastors  in  Oklaho¬ 
ma  City  are  considering  a  second 
memorial  service  because  they 
sense  the  community’s  continued 
need  for  spiritual  comfort,  said 
the  Rev.  Bob  Long,  pastor  of  St. 
Luke’s  United  Methodist 
Church.  St.  Luke’s  was  a  Red 
Cross  shelter  during  the  emer¬ 
gency  phase. 

Mr.  Bowden  said  United 
Methodist  leaders  decided  last 
week  to  postpone  the  second  me¬ 
morial  until  later  in  the  summer. 

United  Methodists  can  con¬ 
tribute  to  two  churchwide  funds 
to  aid  disaster  recovery  efforts  in 
Oklahoma  City: 

■  United  Methodist  Commit¬ 
tee  on  Relief  Domestic  Disaster 
Response,  Advance  Special  No. 
901670-1; 

■  Restoration  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Oklahoma 
City,  Advance  Special  No. 
982700,  sponsored  by  the  Gener¬ 
al  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 


UNITED  METHODIST  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO  BV  IIM  VENEMAN 

OKLAHOMA  CITY — A  stained  glass  window  commemorating  the  "Grand  Army  of  the  Repub¬ 
lic"  at  First  United  Methodist  Church  hangs  in  shards  as  viewed  by  the  Rev.  Lance  Gutterridge 
(left),  associate  pastor,  and  )oe  Richardson  of  Nacogdoches,  Texas.  Mr.  Richardson  is  a  pyscho- 
logist  who  trained  pastors,  chaplains  and  counselors  working  with  the  bereaved  from  the  April 
19  bombing  of  the  A.P.  Murrah  Federal  Building  (see  related  story  at  left). 


Join  IlifFs  Covenant 
with  Tomorrow’s  Church: 
ministry,  service,  quality 


Thomas  H.  Troeger 

Peck  Professor  of  F*reaching  and  Communication 


Committed  to  building  pastoral  and  leadership 
skills  with  a  focus  on  quality,  Iliff  School  of 
Theology  offers  academic  excellence  and 
practical  preparation  for  Christian  ministry.  As  part  of 
its  covenant  to  serve  tomorrow’s  communities,  Iliff  has 
added  new  programs  in  ministry  to  enhance  its  strong 
Master  of  Divinity  degree.  Concentrations  in  Justice 
and  Peace  Studies  and  cooperative  programs  in  social 
work  are  available.  Iliff  offers  flexibility  in  scheduling, 
cross-registration  with  the  University  of  Denver  and 
financial  assistance.  Denver,  among  the  nation's  fastest- 
growing  metropolitan  areas,  provides  work 
opportunities  and  numerous  cultural  facilities. 


Iliff 

School  of 
Theology 


For  more  information  on  lliff's  Master 
of  Divinity,  Master  of  Arts  in  Religion, 
Master  of  Arts  and  Ph.D.  programs, 
contact: 


Office  of  Admissions 
2201  S.  University  Blvd. 
Denver,  Colorado  80210 
(303)  744-1287 
1-800-678-3360 


Pastor  says  'Hey,  Harry!  Do  my  job!' 
and  TV  co-host  ends  up  in  pulpit 


PHOTO  COURTESY  OF  FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  IN  CORAL  SPRINGS 

CORAL  SPRINGS,  Fla. — CBS  This  Morning  co-host  Harry  Smith  re¬ 
cently  lived  out  his  one-time  dream  of  being  a  preacher  as  he  pro¬ 
vided  a  Sunday  morning  sermon  to  United  Methodists  at  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Coral  Springs,  Fla.  The  pastor,  the  Rev. 
Harry  Baas,  is  at  right  (see  accompanying  story). 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

CBS  This  Morning  co-host  Harry 
Smith  grinned  sheepishly  before  the 
cameras  May  12  when  Paula  Zahn 
called  him  “Rev.  Smith.” 

She  was  referring  to  his  stint  as  a 
“one-time  wanna  be”  preacher  on 
that  morning’s  segment  of  the  “Hey 
Harry!  Do  My  Job!”  series. 

In  the  segment,  Mr.  Smith  was 
preacher  for  a  day  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Coral  Springs, 
Fla.,  where  he  Filled  the  pulpit  for 
another  Harry,  the  Rev.  Harry 
Baas,  before  some  1,100  singing, 
smiling  parishioners. 

On  other  segments  of  “Hey  Har¬ 
ry!  Do  My  Job!”  Mr.  Smith  worked 
as  a  dairy  farmer,  a  mother  of  three 
sets  of  twins  and  a  crab  fisherman. 

He  was  set  to  work  as  a  police¬ 
man,  but  the  bombing  in  Oklahoma 
City  intervened. 

Mr.  Smith  said  preaching  was  the 
most  demanding  job  psychologically. 

“I  was  sweating  through  my 
suit,”  he  told  viewers  during  the 
broadcast. 

But,  he  said,  “friendly  faces  and 
familiar  hymns”  made  him  feel  at 
home. 

Mr.  Smith  told  the  television  au¬ 
dience  that  he  had  grown  up  in  the 
church  and  had  once  considered  at¬ 
tending  divinity  school. 

The  Coral  Springs  pastor  was  one 
of  thousands  who  wrote  a  postcard 
to  CBS  offering  to  let  Mr.  Smith  do 
their  jobs  for  a  day. 

Mr.  Baas  told  the  Reporter  that 
he  was  surprised  but  delighted 
when  CBS  This  Morning's  producer 
contacted  him.  Later  Harry  Smith 
called  him  and  over  a  series  of  phone 
conversations  they  worked  out  the 
April  30  date  when  Mr.  Smith  would 
preach  in  Coral  Springs. 

Early  on  the  appointed  morning, 
two  camera  crews  and  sound  tech¬ 
nicians  arrived,  When  Mr.  Smith 
arrived  later,  about  8:40  a.m.,  six 
men  from  the  congregation  met  him 
and  prayed  with  him  as  they  cus¬ 
tomarily  do  with  Mr.  Baas. 

Mr.  Baas  said  that  Mr.  Smith  was 
“very,  very  nervous  about  preach¬ 
ing  but  he  did  a  great  job.” 

Mr.  Smith’s  main  sermon,  “Great 


Expectations,”  delivered  at  two  ser¬ 
vices,  was  based  on  two  biblical  ac¬ 
counts:  one  on  the  children  of  Israel 
murmuring  in  the  wilderness,  the 
other  on  the  parable  of  the  talents. 

The  (Coral  Springs)  Sun  Sentinel 
summed  up  his  message:  “Shed 
your  cynicism,  stop  complaining, 
adjust  your  attitude  and  get  out  and 
help  your  community. 

“Share  your  gifts,  use  your  tal¬ 
ents,  because  God  expects  no  less. 
Amen.” 

Mr.  Smith  also  preached  the  chil¬ 
dren’s  sermons.  To  explain  the 
meaning  of  unconditional  love,  he 
asked  the  children  to  name  some¬ 
thing  they  had  done  “that  was 
wrong.” 

One  little  boy  responded  that  he 
“beat  up  his  brother.” 

Mr.  Smith  assured  the  children 
that  even  when  they  do  wrong,  their 
parents  still  love  them. 

“Who  else  loves  you  like  that?” 
he  asked  the  children. 

Many  hands  shot  up. 

“God,”  a  child  called  out. 

“God  and  Jesus,”  Mr.  Smith 
agreed. 


The  broadcast  depicted  a  vibrant, 
growing  congregation  with  active 
children  and  youth.  The  children’s 
choir  played  instruments  from  In¬ 
donesia  and  the  youth  liturgical 
dance  troupe,  dressed  as  farmers, 
danced  to  “Seeds  to  Sow.” 

The  congregation  was  also  shown 
after  the  services  enjoying  a  moth¬ 
er-daughter  luncheon  and  style 
show  which  was  served  by  the  men, 
Mr.  Smith  included. 

“The  congregation  got  a  big  kick 
out  of  it,”  Harry  Baas  said.  The 
television  personality  performed 
the  pastor’s  job  “with  grace,  love 
and  humor,”  he  said. 

On  the  May  12  broadcast,  Ms. 
Zahn  continually  ribbed  Mr.  Smith 
about  being  a  preacher.  He  replied 
that  being  a  preacher  “takes  a  less 
conflicted  and  sinful  man  or  wom¬ 
an  than  I  am.”  He  also  said  perhaps 
he’d  keep  his  day  job. 

One  parishioner  was  shown  leav¬ 
ing  the  service  and  commenting  to 
Harry  Smith  about  his  sermon. 

“You  were  good,”  he  said,  “but  I 
think  we’U  stick  with  our  own  Harry.” 


UMC  Bishop: 
War  in  Liberia 
overlooked 

By  LINDA  BLOOM 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEW  YORK — Liberians  are 
being  killed  in  the  same  way  that 
civilians  in  Burundi  are  being 
killed  but  there  i?  no  media  at¬ 
tention,  according  to  United 
Methodist  Bishop  Arthur  Kulah. 

“What  is  happening  in  Bu¬ 
rundi  is  happening  in  Liberia,” 
the  bishop  said  during  a  recent 
visit  to  New  York.  The  only  dif¬ 
ference,  he  said,  is  that  the  rea¬ 
sons  for  the  killings  are  not  as 
much  tribal-related  as  raw  bids 
for  political  power. 

Violence  in  several  parts  of 
Liberia — including  Gbamga,  a 
heavily-populated  area  which 
includes  the  headquarters  of 
Charles  Taylor — has  caused 
more  than  100,000  people  to 
flee  to  the  coastal  city  of  Bu¬ 
chanan  in  the  past  month,  the 
Bishop  Kulah  said. 

The  fighting  in  those  areas  in¬ 
volves  Taylor's  National  Patri¬ 
otic  Front  of  Liberia  and  the 
Liberian  Peace  Council  and  is 
being  conducted  “at  the  ex¬ 
pense  of  the  poor  people,”  he 
said. 

United  Methodists  have  been 
providing  emergency  assistance 
to  the  displaced  people  in  Bu¬ 
chanan,  even  to  the  point  of 
feeding  them  bread  and  sugar 
so  they  won’t  faint  while  wait¬ 
ing  in  line  for  supplies. 

“Some  of  them  don’t  have 
any  food  to  eat.  no  clothes  on 
their  backs,”  Bishop  Kulah 
said.  “It’s  a  very,  very  pathetic 
situation.” 

Bishop  Kulah  and  others 
have  worked  toward  peace 
within  an  interfaith  framework 
and  he  expressed  hope  that  a 
proposed  upcoming  meeting  of 
West  African  nations  will 
“bring  some  sanity,  bring  some 
solution  to  Liberia.” 

Donations  for  United  Meth¬ 
odist  work  in  Liberia  can  be 
sent  to  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Relief  Advance  No. 
150300-7,  Liberian  Emergency. 
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ATTENDS  ANNIVERSARY:  United 

Methodist  Bishop  Neil  L.  Irons  of  Pennington, 
N.J.,  participated  in  the  May  7  sen  ice  at  St. 
Paul's  Cathedral,  London,  commemorating  the 
50th  anniversary  of  the  end  of  World  War  II  in 
Europe.  Representatives  of  60  nations  took 
part  in  the  service. 

FIRST  WOMAN  PRESIDENT:  Mar¬ 
ianne  Inman  will  become  the  25th  president  of 
United  Methodist-related  Central  Methodist 
College  in  Fayette,  Mo„  effective  July  1.  She  is 
the  first  woman  chief  executive  in  the  college's 
141-year  history.  She  succeeds  Joe  A.  Howell,  ■ 
who  is  retiring. 


SCHOOL  DAMAGED:  Texas  Wesleyan 
University  in  Fort  Worth  suffered  an  estimated 
$3  million  in  losses  during  tornadic  storms  May 
5-7  across  North  Texas.  President  Jake  Schrum 
said  300  windows  were  shattered  and  many 
roofs  damaged.  He  said  insurance  adjusters 
projected  100  percent  recovery  minus  a 
$10,000  deductible,  which  Dr.  Schrum  said  is 
standard  for  institutions  of  higher  education. 

STILL  PREACHES  THE  WORD:  After 

serving  70  years  in  the  ministry,  the  Rev.  Ar¬ 
mour  Evans  still  has  no  plans  to  stop  his  minis¬ 
try  to  United  Methodists  in  Kansas.  The 

88-year-old  pastor  of  Fairview  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  told  the  Kansas  West  conference 
Crossfire  newspaper  that  he  still  performs  all 
normal  pastoral  duties  such  as  presiding  at 
weddings  and  funerals.  In  fact,  he  preaches  to 
the  55-member  Fairview  congregation  nearly 
every  Sunday.  Mr.  Evans  began  his  ministry  in 
March  1925  at  age  18.  He  retired  from  the 
Kansas  West  Annual  Conference  in  1972. 

DISASTER  RESPONSE:  Nearly  SI  mil¬ 
lion  has  been  given  by  church  agencies  for  re¬ 
covery  assistance  from  Missouri  floods.  Those 
contributing  include  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief,  the  Presbyterian  Church 
(U.S.A.),  Church  World  Service,  the  Missouri 
Diocese  of  The  Episcopalian  Church  and  the 
Missouri  United  Church  of  Christ,  said  the 
Rev.  Lee  Whiteside.  He  is  a  Unted  Methodist 
and  director  of  the  Interfaith  Disaster  Re¬ 
sponse  Network. 

CLEVELAND  HOST  IN  2000:  Cleve¬ 
land  will  host  the  Lfaited  Methodist  General 

Conference  May  2-12,  2000.  The  General  Con¬ 
ference  is  the  church’s  highest  legislative  body. 
Under  church  law,  its  1,000  delegates,  elected 
on  a  pro-rata  basis  worldwide,  are  half  clergy 
and  half  laity.  The  1996  General  Conference 
will  be  in  Denver. 


Pastors  lead  effort 
toward  racial  unity 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

MILLINGTON,  Tenn.— A 
“Gideon’s  band"  of  citizens  led  by 
two  men  of  God  is  helping  this 
Memphis  suburb  become  a  com¬ 
munity  where  the  color  of  a  neigh¬ 
bor’s  skin  no  longer  matters. 

Unfortunately,  it  took  a  racial¬ 
ly  motivated  clash  at  the  local 
high  school  to  awaken  the  town 
of  1 2,000  to  its  need. 

The  Feb.  14  “riot”  between 
black  and  white  high  school  stu¬ 
dents  started  right  outside  750- 
member  First  United  Methodist 
Church  across  the  street  from  the 
high  school. 

At  first,  the  Rev.  Steve  Stone, 
First  UMC’s  pastor,  thought  phone 
calls  about  the  “riot” — which  he 
prefers  to  call  a  “melee” — were 
bad  jokes.  When  he  went  outside, 
however,  he  saw  students  milling 
about  and  heard  police  sirens. 

Months  of  taunts 

The  incident  which  awakened 
Millington  climaxed  several 
months  of  white  and  black  stu¬ 
dents’  taunting  each  other  with  ra¬ 
cial  epithets.  One  episode  just 
days  before  the  confrontation  in¬ 
volved  dead  ducks,  painted  with 
the  letters  “KICK"  and  hung  from 
trees  at  the  school. 

"The  ironic  thing  is  that  youths 
at  the  center  of  the  disruption 
have  more  in  common  than  they 
have  differences,”  Mr.  Stone  said. 
“They’re  all  economically  poor 
and,  as  one  teacher  said,  ‘There’s 
not  a  passing  grade  in  the  whole 
bunch.’  ” 

On  Valentine’s  Day  this  year 
the  high  school's  1,500  students 
were  walking  back  to  their  class¬ 


rooms  after  a  pep  rally  at  the 
sports  field  about  a  block  away. 

Some  white  boys  in  a  pick-up 
taunted  black  students.  Angry 
groups  of  black  and  white  students 
started  moving  toward  each  other. 
Frightened  students  began  to  run. 

“What  really  set  things  off  was 
the  arrival  of  the  police,  with  sirens 
going  and  blue  lights  flashing,"  Mr. 
Stone  said.  “I  finally  determined 
that  the  first  real  punch  thrown  in 
the  melee  was  when  a  student  hit  a 
cop  who  was  overreacting." 

'Escalated  out  of  control' 

School  officials  also  overreacted, 
Mr.  Stone  noted,  closing  down  the 
school  after  parents  began  “arriv¬ 
ing  in  droves"  to  get  their  children. 

“Things  just  escalated  out  of 
control,"  he  said. 

Mr.  Stone  walked  to  the  school 
to  check  on  his  two  sons,  Steve, 
17,  and  James,  16.  He  found 
Steve  eating  lunch  in  the  school 
cafeteria  with  a  friend  who  is 
black.  Neither  young  man  want¬ 
ed  to  leave  school. 

“I  have  to  tell  you,  I  was  really 
proud  of  Steve,”  Mi.  Stone  said. 

Once  the  father  in  him  was  sat¬ 
isfied,  Mr.  Stone  said,  the  pastor 
in  him  took  over. 

“Kids  were  scared  and  crying. 
I  just  walked  around  the  school 
and  talked  with  them.” 

The  next  morning,  at  the  be¬ 
hest  of  school  officials,  Mr.  Stone 
chaired  what  started  out  as  a  po¬ 
tentially  explosive  confrontation 
between  black  and  white  parents 
at  the  high  school. 

“At  first  they  were  literally  on 
opposite  sides  of  the  room,”  he 
said.  “After  about  two  hours, 
though,  the  parents  began  to  real¬ 


ize  that  they  had  one  thing  in 
common:  They  all  wanted  the 
best  for  their  children. 

“You  could  see  the  Holy  Spirit 
come  over  people’s  faces  as  they 
realized  this.  There  was  a  visible 
physical  change  in  them.  It  was 
an  awesome  sight.” 

'I  saw  wonderful  people' 

The  sight  affected  Mr.  Stone 
deeply,  he  said. 

“1  saw  wonderful  people,  black 
and  white,  that  1  didn’t  know  but 
that  I  wanted  to  know  better.” 

That  movement  of  the  Spirit 
resulted  in  the  formation  of  a 
community  organization,  Mil¬ 


lington  All  Together  Now,  to  ad¬ 
dress  the  town’s  racial  tensions. 

Mr.  Stone  was  asked  to  head  the 
group  but  sensed  that  biracial 
leadership  was  needed.  He  asked 
an  acquaintance,  the  Rev.  Ricky 
Fuquay,  pastor  of  predominantly 
black  Littlejohn  Missonary  Baptist 
Church,  to  join  him  as  co-chair. 

In  addition,  Mr.  Stone  and  Mr. 
Fuquay  rallied  other  Millington 
pastors  to  start  an  interracial 
ministerial  fellowship. 

The  first  meeting  of  Millington 
All  Together  Now  drew  about  150 
people — more  than  First  UMC 
could  hold  in  its  sanctuary.  The 
meeting,  which  moved  across  the 
street  to  the  high  school,  also  drew 
more  angry  people. 

“Ricky  and  I  determined  that 
we  were  going  to  focus  on  solu¬ 
tions,  not  problems,”  Mr.  Stone 
said.  “Some  people  wanted  to 
push  for  finding  culprits  and  hold¬ 
ing  protest  marches.  1  told  them 
that  wasn’t  what  we’re  about.” 

Mr.  Fuquay  added,  “We  need¬ 
ed  to  get  things  in  perspective 
and  not  be  a  powderkeg.” 

Participation  in  Millington  All 
Together  Now,  which  has  spon- 


MILLING- 
TON,  Tenn. — 
After  students 
clashed  out¬ 
side  the  First 
United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church 
in  Millington, 
the  pastor, 
the  Rev.  Steve 
Stones,  left, 
and  the  Rev. 
Ricky  Fuquay, 
pastor  of  pre¬ 
dominantly 
black  Little¬ 
john  Misson¬ 
ary  Baptist 
Church,  knew 
that  they  had 
to  focus  on 
solutions,  not 
problems,  in 
the  communi¬ 
ty  (see  ac¬ 
companying 
story). 
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sored  community  events  and 
projects,  seems  to  be  dwindling, 
to  the  co-chairmen’s  dismay. 

“One  thing  about  being  a  ‘Gid¬ 
eon’s  band,’  if  we  get  something 
done  we’ll  know  it  was  God  Who 
did  it,”  Mr.  Stone  remarked. 

Mr.  Fuquay  added,  "Some  feel 
there  will  be  no  solution,  but  that 
attitude  defeats  any  solution.  It’s 
like  getting  regular  physical 
checkups — if  we  neglect  some¬ 
thing,  it  can  happen  again.” 

Even  so,  both  pastors  noted, 
three  months  of  effort  have 
pulled  the  community  closer  to¬ 
gether,  thus  avoiding  a  much 
more  serious  rift. 

"We’re  getting  to  know  one  an¬ 
other  better,”  Mr.  Fuquay  said. 
"We  appreciate  our  differences 
but  we  also  see  our  similarities. 
And  of  course,  being  Christian,  I 
think  the  ultimate  solution  to  all 
problems  is  God.” 

Mr.  Stone  concurred.  “I’ve 
been  embarrassed  by  the  media 
attention,  especially  on  me.  I 
think  it’s  kind  of  sad  that  what  I 
did  is  looked  on  as  extraordi¬ 
nary.  It’s  what  Christians  should 
do  every  day.” 


Russian  inmate  to  be  lay  pastor 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

Anatoli  Tsykunov,  an  inmate 
in  the  regional  prison  in  Ekate¬ 
rinburg,  Russia,  will  soon  be  li¬ 
censed  as  a  local  lay  pastor  in 
The  United  Methodist  Church. 

For  two  years,  Mr.  Tsykunov 
has  helped  United  Methodist 


pastor  Yelena  Stepanova  set  up 
the  prison  chapel  for  worship 
services,  invited  prisoners  to 
worship,  distributed  Christian 
literature,  and  listened  to  and 
encouraged  the  inmates. 

He  has  completed  a  corre¬ 
spondence  Bible  course  trans¬ 
mitted  by  a  Russian  radio 


station  and  expressed  a  desire 
to  study  more  and  spread  the 
Good  News. 

After  his  release  and  licens¬ 
ing,  he  hopes  to  start  a  church 
in  his  hometown. 

Recently  another  prisoner, 
Alexander  Synytsin,  has  joined 
him  in  his  ministry. 


CLASSIFIED 

800-MEMBER  CHURCH  SEEKING  degreed 
Christian  Education  Director,  with  youth  responsi¬ 
bilities.  Resume  and  salary  requirements  to:  Dean 
Davis,  University  United  Methodist  Church,  2000 

S.  Locust,  Las  Cruces,  NM  88001.  Application 
deadline  June  1,  1995. 

ASSOCIATE  DIRECTOR,  OFFICE  OF  Resourcing. 
The  Eastern  Pennsylvania  Conference  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church  is  seeking  a  lay  or  clergy  person  to 
serve  as  Associate  Director  of  the  Office  of  Resourcing 
in  the  Annual  Conference.  Qualifications  indude  a 
bachelor’s  degree  and  knowledge  of  and  experience 
with  organizational  change  and  system  improvement; 
conflict  management  team  building;  congregational  de¬ 
velopment  leadership  development  group  process;  and 
volunteer  devdopment  and  management.  Review  of 
applications  will  begin  June  15, 1995.  Job  description  is 
available  from:  Robert  M.  Daugherty.  Council  Direc¬ 
tor.  P.O.  Box  820,  Valley  Forge,  PA  19482. 

ST.  ANDREW  UNITED  METHODIST  Church  in 
the  Denver  metro  area  is  looking  for  a  full-time 
youth  minister  to  direct  a  program  that  includes  425 
youth.  The  church  has  1,700  members  and  serves 
the  second  fastest  growing  county  in  the  U.S.  Pro¬ 
gram  staff  includes  five  ordained,  one  diaconal  and 
one  lay  person  and  functions  as  a  team.  Applicants 
need  successful  experience  in  large  church  youth 
programming.  Compensation  negotiable.  Send  re¬ 
sume  and  cover  letter  to:  Mark  Phillips,  SPR  Chair, 
6325  S,  University  Blvd.,  Littleton,  CO  80121-2914. 

CHURCH  ORGANIST:  PART-TIME  position,  grow¬ 
ing  church  Chicago  suburbs.  Begin  late  spring.  Resume 
immcdiatdy:  Organist  Search  Committee,  River  Forest 
UMC  7970  Lake,  River  Forest  IL  60305. 

WANTED  FULL-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  for 

550  +  member  church,  musical  ability  desirable  but 
not  required.  Salary  negotiable  (520,000-S 30,000).  Send 
resume  to:  P.O.  Box  498,  Sweetwater,  TX  79556. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  IMMEDIATE  opening  for 

tulkimc  position,  1600-member  church.  Bachelor  degree 
in  music  required,  master's  degree  desired.  Minimum  of 

3  years  active  music  ministry  employment  experience. 
Salary  doe.  send  resume  to:  Fust  United  Methodist 
Church,  808  N.  Monterey,  Farmington,  NM  87401. 

METHODIST  MISSION  HOME.  San  Antonio 

seeks  Director  of  Development.  Advanced  degree.  5 
years  development  or  related  experience.  Knowl¬ 
edge  of  United  Methodist  Church  preferred.  CFRE 
a  plus.  Position  requires  extensive  travel.  Send  re¬ 
sume  to:  Larry  Watson,  President,  Methodist  Mis¬ 
sion  Home,  6487  Whitby  Road.  San  Antonio,  TX 
78240.  Position  available  July  1st, 

ADMINISTRATIVE  ASSIST, ANT-  Experienced  profes¬ 
sional  to  provide  secretarial  and  administrative  support  to 
VP  for  Devdopment  Contact  Personnel,  Garrett-Evan- 
gdicaJ  Theological  Seminary,  2121  Sheridan  RcL  Evans¬ 
ton.  IL  60201.  (708)  866-  3950.  EOE/AA. 

WALNUT  HILL  UNITED  METHODIST  Church, 

10066  Marsh  Lane,  Dallas.  TX  75229.  seeking  part- 
time  musician,  emphasis  in  keyboard  and  accompa¬ 
nying.  Primary  responsibilities  to  include: 
accompanying  chancel  choir  and  children’s  choirs 
for  rehearsals/services  as  needed.  Candidate  should 
possess  strong  keyboard,  transposition,  and  sight 
reading  skills.  Ability  to  improvise  a  plus.  Send  re¬ 
sume  to  church,  attention:  Director  of  Music. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION. 
200  +  average  Sunday  school.  Position  currently 
available.  Experience  preferred.  Send  resume  to: 
Terrace  UMC,  1203  Wirt  Rd.,  Houston,  TX  77055. 
Fax:(713)686-1478. 

DIRECTOR  OF  PROGRAM  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  Euless,  Texas  is  currently  seeking  a 
full-time  Director  of  Program.  Call  (817)  283-442 1 . 

Possible  mission  board  sites  less  than  five 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

BOSTON — It’s  still  anybody’s 
guess  whether  the  Chicago  area  or 
the  greater  Washington  area  might 
be  the  new  home  of  the  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries. 

Anybody’s,  that  is,  except  for  the 
international  group  making  the  Fi¬ 
nal  recommendation. 

The  13-member  site  selection 
task  force  had  narrowed  the  search 
to  the  two  areas  and  expected  to  an¬ 
nounce  “the  one”  at  its  May  1 1 
meeting  in  Boston.  But  the  task 
force’s  commercial  real  estate  sub¬ 
committee  had  come  up  with  20  po¬ 
tential  actual  sites  within  those  two 
areas. 

During  nearly  seven  hours  of 
closed  sessions,  the  full  task  force 


" Task  force  members  will  review  the  status  of  all 
negotiations  at  its  July  6-7  meeting  in  New  York  City 
with  the  expectations  of  making  a  final  selection." 


with  FaithLink 
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FaithLink  brings  the  cutting  edge  even  closer  to  people  who  address  current  life 
issues  from  a  distinctive  United  Methodist  outlook.  FaithLink  offers  convenient  fax 
delivery  and  photocopiable  student  pages  that  help  United  Methodists  apply  their  faith 
and  actions  to  major  events  in  the  news.  Carry  your  faith  from  Sunday  morning  into 
the  daily  workplace  FaithLink  connects  you  to  current  issues,  giving  you  confidence 
to  live  out  your  United  Methodist  views. 

Take  advantage  of  our  Special  Introductory  Offer! 

FL4-717000  FaithLink.  $8/issue;  S6.00/issue  until  12/31/95! 

Each  week.  FaithLink  studies  the  Bible  along  with  the  Basic  United  Methodist 
Reference  Library  (BUMRL).  Each  teacher  needs  a  complete  set. 

FL4-720117.  BUMRL  set.  Save  $19.40!  Only  $39.95! 

FL4-036895  Book  of  Discipline.  $11.95 
FL4-037387  Book  of  Resolutions.  $9.95 
FL4-035724.  Book  of  Worship  $24.95 
FL4-431328.  Hymnal.  $12.50 
Coming  in  September!  For  Youth! 

LinC:  Youth  Connecting  Faith  and  Life 


narrowed  the  sites  to  “less  than 
Five”  but  said  they  required  addi¬ 
tional  research  before  making  a  Fi¬ 
nal  decision. 

The  task  force  released  a  state¬ 
ment  saying  they  had  “reviewed 
speciFic  responses  from  owners  and 
developers  in  the  Chicago  and 
greater  Washington,  D.C.  metropol¬ 
itan  areas  . .  .  [and]  directed  that  the 
consultant  Firm  of  Cushman  and 
WakeField  continue  negotiations  for 
multiple  sites  in  each  metropolitan 
area.” 

Further,  “Task  force  members  will 
review  the  status  of  all  negotiations 
at  its  July  6-7  meeting  in  New  York 
City  with  the  expectations  of  making 
a  final  selection.” 

The  committee  expects  to  pre¬ 
pare  its  report  by  Sept.  22  for  inclu¬ 
sion  in  advance  documents  for 
delegates  to  the  church’s  1996  legis¬ 
lative  General  Conference  in  Den- 


Final  decision  where  to  move  the 
Global  Ministries  board  or  even 
whether  to  move  it  from  its  New 
York  City  location  will  be  made  by 
the  General  Conference.  The  1992 
General  Conference  voted  that  it 
should  be  relocated  and  authorized 
creation  of  a  task  force  to  make  a  rec¬ 
ommendation. 

The  Rev.  Donald  E.  Messer  of 
Denver,  site  selection  task  force 
chair,  said  the  subcommittee 
screening  was  a  bigger  job  than  ex¬ 
pected.  This  included  developed 
properties  and  places  where  devel¬ 
opers  will  “build  to  suit.” 

Dr.  Messer,  president  of  United 
Methodist-related  Iliff  School  of  The¬ 
ology,  said,  “Any  committee  member 
who  wants  to  go  and  see  these  five 
places  will  be  encouraged  to  do  so  be¬ 
fore  the  July  meeting.” 

During  the  pre-screening  visits, 


subcommittee  members  visited  the 
sites  with  Global  Ministries  execu¬ 
tives  Randolph  Nugent,  Stephen 
Brimigion,  Joyce  Sohl  and  Loren 
Wilbur. 

Dr.  Messer  told  the  Reporter  that 
some  sites  were  easier  to  eliminate 
than  others  because  they  did  not 
provide  enough  space.  Some  places 
eliminated  were  not  in  line  with  the 
church’s  Social  Principles  because 
they  are  near  gambling  casinos. 

He  would  not  say  whether  the  fi¬ 
nal  “less  than  five”  choices  were  all 
in  the  same  metropolitan  area,  the 
same  state  or  the  same  region  (see 
related  story  below). 

The  site  selection  task  force  initial¬ 
ly  considered  23  metropolitan  areas, 
then  reduced  that  to  five. 

After  visiting  those  five  last  winter, 
task  force  members  cut  the  list  to  two 
areas  (Chicago  and  Washington)  said 
to  have,  among  other  things,  a  large 
United  Methodist  population;  excel¬ 
lent  transportation  systems  and  a 
unique  opportunity  for  the  church  to 
do  its  work  through  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 


'Washington  Post '  claims  D.C.  is  out 
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I -800-672 -1789 
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Reporter  Staff  Special 

BOSTON — No  one  on  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  site  selection  task 
force  is  saying  whether  the  Chicago 
area  or  Washington  area  has  a  bet¬ 
ter  lineup  than  the  other,  but  a  ma¬ 
jor  daily  newspaper  has  made  its 
own  assessment  of  the  competition. 

The  Washington  Post  contends 
that  the  District  of  Columbia  is  out 
of  the  running. 

In  an  April  4  article  by  business 
columnist  Peter  Behr  titled  “The 
Methodists'  Site  Seers  Come  to 
D.C. — and  Go  Elsewhere,"  the  writ¬ 
er  says  the  task  force's  advisers,  the 
real  estate  firm  of  Cushman  and 
Wakefield,  concluded  that  the  Dis¬ 
trict  of  Columbia  was  “too  costly.” 

“The  Northern  Virgina  suburbs 


are  still  in  the  running,”  the  article 
said,  “along  with  the  Chicago  area.” 

Included  with  the  article  was  an 
editorial  cartoon  showing  a  long¬ 
faced  lanky  male  figure  wearing  a 
clerical  collar,  a  derby  hat  and  glass¬ 
es,  straddling  a  church.  The  character 
is  holding  a  list  with  names  of  Atlan¬ 
ta,  Denver,  Dallas  and  Washington 
crossed  off.  Only  names  remaining 
are  Virginia  and  Chicago. 


Available  In  20’  to  33’  models  (12  38  passenger) 


The  Rev.  Donald  E.  Messer  of 
Denver,  site  selection  task  force 
chairman,  told  the  Reporter  he  had 
no  idea  how  the  Washington  Post 
writer  and  cartoonist  arrived  at 
their  conclusion. 

The  article  said  that  the  District 
of  Columbia  is  out  because  Mayor 
Marion  Berry  did  not  keep  Wash¬ 
ington  in  the  picture. 

-DENISE  IOHNSON  STOVALL 


CHURCH  BUSES 
NEW  AND  USED 

(We  take  trade-ins) 

Call  Henry  Headden 
Carpenter  Bus  Sales,  Inc. 
Brentwood,  TN 
1-800-370-6180 
(615)  371-6180 
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Annual  Conference  to  honor  Clergy  retiring  in  June 


“Well  done  thou  good 
and  faithful  servants.  ” 

Clergy  retiring  in  June  will  be 
honored  at  the  1 995  session  of  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  June  5-8. 

“By  Love  United"  is  the  theme  for 
the  Conference  to  be  held  in  the  Gold 
Dome  of  Centenary  College  of 
Louisiana  and  at  First  UMC, 
Shreveport. 

A  Service  of  Retirement,  begin¬ 
ning  with  pre-service  music,  is  sched¬ 
uled  for  Tuesday,  June  6,  at  the  church. 

Bishop  Alfred  L.  Norris  Sr.,  epis¬ 
copal  leader  of  Northwest  Texas/New 
Mexico  Area  of  the  UMC,  will  speak. 

After  the  service,  a  reception  hon¬ 
oring  the  retiring  clergy  and  their 
spouses  is  slated  for  Bain  Hall  at  the 
church. 

Retiring  ministers  and  their  cur¬ 
rent  posts  are: 


Rev.  James  M.  Poole,  superinten¬ 
dent  of  the  Ruston  District:  Rev. 
William  Nolan,  pastor,  Arcadia-Mt. 
Mariah  UM  Charge;  Dr.  John  Lee, 
First  UMC,  Monroe;  Rev.  William 
Jacocks,  pastor  of  LaPlace,  First- 
Lutcher  UM  Charge;  Dr.  Byrl 
Moreland,  pastor.  Trinity  UMC, 
Ruston;  Rev.  Calvin  Lupuyade  of 
Monroe,  pastor,  Memorial-Oak  Ridge 
UM  Charge;  Rev.  Paul  Davis  of 
Shreveport,  leave  of  absence,  and  Rev. 
David  T.  Lowry  of  Austin,  who  repre¬ 
sented  Louisiana  Conference  and  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  as  a 
missionary  in  Chile. 

Although  they  will  officially 
retire  from  the  Conference,  many  of  the 
clergy  will  continue  to  be  employed  in 
churches  or  in  other  endeavors. 

Dr.  John  Lee  will  preach  during 
the  Memorial  Communion  Service  that 
will  open  the  Annual  Conference.  He 
also  will  assist  Bishop  Oden  in  admin¬ 
istering  the  Sacrament  of  Holy 
Communion. 


Nolan  Poole  Lee  Jacocks 
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Davis  Lowry 


Volunteers,  money  seriously 
needed  in  flood  relief  effort 


Member  of  Baton  Rouge  church 
volunteers  in  Oklahoma  City 


The  recent  flooding  in  south  Louisiana  left  over  50,000  victims  in  its  wake. 
While  the  church  will  sene  an  active  mle  in  the  overall  community  relief 
effort,  many  members  of  our  church  family  need  assistance  in  getting  back 
on  their  feet.  Please  prayerfully  consider  what  ways  you  can  help  fellow 
United  Methodists  and  others,  including  financial  contributions  arul  assis¬ 
tance  with  clean  up  through  our  Disaster  Relief  Coordinators  and  VIM 
teams.  Please  continue  to  lift  up  in  public  and  private  worship  the  many 
whose  lives  have  so  drastically  been  affected. 

Bishop  William  B.  Oden 


Judy  Betz  and  fellow  volunteer  take  inventory  of  a 
refrigerated  truck  supplying  donated  goods  during  the 
Oklahoma  City  bombing  last  month. 


Judy  Betz  doesn't 
think  it  was  any  coinci¬ 
dence  that  she  had  plans 
to  visit  her  brother  in 
Oklahoma  City  only  a 
day  after  the  terrorist 
bombing  of  a  federal 
building  there. 

Betz,  a  member  of 
Jefferson  UMC.  Baton 
Rouge,  learned  of  the 
disaster  before  setting 
out  but  did  not  alter  her 
itinerary.  As  she  drove, 
she  thought  to  herself, 

“You  know,  there’s  some 
reason  I’m  supposed  to 
be  going  to  Oklahoma 
City.” 

“I  don’t  believe  in 
coincidences,”  she  said. 

Her  “reason”,  as  she 
would  discover,  was 
helping  to  coordinate  the 
massive  amounts  of  food 
needed  to  sustain  search 
and  rescue  workers — 
over  10,000  meals  per 
day,  served  around-the- 
clock. 

Betz’s  brother  was 
attending  a  trade  show  of 
the  Oklahoma  Restaurant  Association 
at  the  time  of  the  explosion.  Within 
two  hours,  the  ORA  had  voted  to  com¬ 
mit  its  resources  to  the  relief  effort, 
and  because  of  equipment  on  hand  for 
the  trade  show,  it  could  provide  food 
immediately.  The  first  meals  search 
and  rescue  personnel  received  were 
gourmet,  Betz  said. 

When  she  arrived,  Betz  asked 
what  she  could  do,  only  to  be  told, 
“We  don’t  know.” 

But  by  Friday,  the  second  day 
after  the  explosion,  she  had  been 
assigned  the  responsibility  for  over¬ 
seeing  and  maintaining  an  inventory 
of  all  the  cold  storage  goods  as  dona¬ 
tions  poured  in.  What  Betz  thought 
would  be  a  “nice,  tidy  job”  really 
involved  managing  the  loads  of  sever¬ 
al  freezer  trucks  the  size  of  18- wheel¬ 
ers. 

Betz  and  the  people  she  worked 
with  let  the  cooks  know  what  kind  and 
how  much  food  was  available  for 
preparation. 

A  few  days  later,  when  the 
Federal  Emergency  Management 
Agency  came  in  and  designated  the 
ORA  as  the  organization  for  feeding 
search  and  rescue  workers,  Betz’s 
assignment  became  “official." 

But  as  Betz  pointed  out,  “With  or 
without  the  organization,  God  made 
sure  everyone  was  fed." 

However,  there  were  a  few  rules 
about  what  and  how  the  search  and 
rescue  workers  were  fed,  Betz  said. 

For  obvious  reasons,  no  dishes 
with  red  sauce  or  anything  else  resem¬ 
bling  human  carnage  could  be  served. 
Additionally,  children  who  had  been 
helping  with  food  were  asked  to  leave, 
because  search  and  rescue  workers 
who  had  been  pulling  the  torn  bodies 
of  children  from  the  wreckage  were 


becoming  upset,  Betz  said. 

The  Oklahomans  gave  a  lot  of 
nurturing  to  the  search  and  rescue  per¬ 
sonnel,  Betz  said.  For  example,  when 
one  worker  mentioned  that  he  wasn’t 
going  to  sleep  well  because  he’d  for¬ 
gotten  to  bring  his  teddy  bear,  the  next 
day  there  was  a  teddy  bear  on  every 
bed. 

“The  search  and  rescue  people 
were  in  awe — they  had  never  been 
treated  like  that  before,"  she  said. 

Managing  food  storage  kept  Betz 
occupied  the  majority  of  her  week  in 
Oklahoma  City,  but  the  experience  did 
offer  her  special  insight  into  the 
tragedy. 

Betz  said  Oklahomans  working  in 
the  relief  effort  responded  not  as 
though  this  tragedy  had  happened  to 
others  in  their  state  hut  as  if  it  had 
happened  to  themselves. 

"Their  ability  to  do  something 
started  the  healing  process,”  Betz  said. 

“It  was  wonderful,”  she  said  of 
the  disaster  response.  “Where  I  was  I 
didn’t  see  anything  but  good." 

For  every  evil  person  involved  in 
the  bombing,  Betz  said,  there  are  1000 
good  people  who  helped  in  the  after- 
math. 

“It  was  almost  a  ripple  of  good," 
she  said. 

Betz  believes  t^ie  event  will  not 
be  remembered  for  the  evil  that  hap¬ 
pened  at  9:02  a.m.,  April  19,  1995. 

“It  will  be  remembered  for  the 
good  of  God’s  people  that  happened  at 
9:03  and  hasn’t  stopped,"  she  said. 

"It  was  a  real  affirmation  of 
faith,"  Betz  said  of  her  experience.  “It 
was  an  evil  thing  that  happened  but 
God  overcomes  evil,  and  He  does  it 
through  people.” 


TO  VOLUNTEER 

Contact  Sarah  Schoeffler  at  the  Sager-Brown  Center  for 
Enabling  Ministries,  (318)  923-4702. 

TO  CONTRIBUTE 

Bishop  Oden  has  requested  a  Special  Collection  on  Sunday, 
May  28,  to  provide  humanitarian  aid  and  assistance  to  unin¬ 
sured  churches  and  UM  institutions  damaged  in  the  flood. 
Offerings  should  be  marked  "LA  Roods.” 


COSROW  luncheon  to  address 
issue  of  domestic  violence 

Commission  on  the  Status  and  Role  of  Women  will  hold  its  annual  luncheon  12:30 
p.m.  Tuesday,  June  6.  during  Annual  Conference  in  Shreveport. 

The  luncheon  will  take  place,  as  it  has  for  the  past  two  years,  in  the  gymnasium  of 
Broadmoor  UMC,  3715  Youree  Dr. 

This  year’s  speakers.  Rachael  Scott  and  Lisa  Hoekstra,  will  address  the  topic,  “How 
Can  the  Church  Effectively  Respond  to  Domestic  Violence?" 

Scott,  a  member  of  Noel  UMC.  is  director  of  Shreveport’s  YMCA  Family  Violence 
Program. 

Hoekstra  has  served  as  director  of  Faith  House,  a  shelter  for  battered  women  and  chil¬ 
dren  in  Lafayette.  She  has  also  been  a  counselor  for  the  YMCA  Family  Violence  Program. 

Lunch  will  be  catered  by  a  local  Bar-B-Q  restaurant. 

Registration  of  $7.50  per  person  should  be  mailed  by  May  30  to  Mary  Lou 
Cassingham  at  2450  Hudson  Place.  New  Orleans,  LA.  70131.  Checks  should  be  made  out 
to  “LA  Annual  Conference"  and  marked  “COSROW  Luncheon”  in  the  bottom  left  comer. 

Additionally,  on  June  7,  COSROW  will  honor  this  year’s  recipient  of  the  Sojourner 
Truth  Award,  as  well  as  the  two  women  to  be  ordained  elders  and  the  four  women  to  be 
consecrated  diaconal  mininslers. 


CONFERENCE  CALENDAR 
JUNE  1995 

4  Cabinet  Meeting 

5  United  Methodist  Rural  Fellowship  Meeting, 
Centenary  College  Library  Basement,  10:00  a.m. 

5-8  Annual  Conference 

8  Ecumenical  Breakfast,  Centenary  College  South 

Dining  Room,  7:00  a.m. 

9-10  DCYM/CCYM  Training,  Dillard  University 
11  Peace  With  Justice  Sunday 
13  Moving  Day  for  Clergy 
19-21  Bishops'  Week,  Mount  Sequoyah 
21-25  Cursillo  No.  46,  Tall  Timbers 
25-29  UMW  West  Gulf  Regional  School,  McMurry 
University,  Abilene,  TX 

25-30  Volunteers  in  Mission  “Youth  Mission  Work  Week”, 
Sager-Brown  Center  for  Enabling  Ministries, 
Baldwin,  LA 


Flood  relief  under  way 
for  NO  and  Slidell  areas 


Even  though  flood  waters  and 
major  media  attention  have  receded 
from  the  New  Orleans  and  Slidell 
areas,  the  bulk  of  the  disaster  relief 
effort  remains  to  be  undertaken. 

Roughly  a  dozen  United 
Methodist  churches  and  countless 
member  homes  received  some  form  of 
damage  in  floods  that  affected  more 
than  50,000  people  in  15  south 
Louisiana  parishes  earlier  this  month. 

The  North  Shore  District,  which 
includes  Slidell,  one  of  the  hardest  hit 
areas,  suffered  damage  to  only  one 
church  and  one  parsonage,  but  many 
congregation  members'  homes  were 
affected. 

The  New  Orleans  District  suf¬ 
fered  damage  to  at  least  eleven  church¬ 
es  and  institutional  buildings,  as  well 
as  three  parsonages. 

United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  recently  sent  volunteers  to  help 
get  the  Conference’s  disaster  response 
under  way. 

“It’s  chaos  right  at  the  beginning 
and  gradually  things  level  out.”  said 
George  Brown  of  UMCOR. 

The  church  will  work  in  conjunc¬ 
tion  with  the  Federal  Emergency 
Management  Agency,  the  Red  Cross 
and  other  organizations  in  the  relief 
effort.  Brown  said. 

Whereas  the  Red  Cross  handles 
the  majority  of  immediate  need  for 
food,  clothing  and  shelter,  the  church 
can  help  with  more  long-term  relief 
work,  such  as  home  repairs.  Brown 
said. 

“We  in  the  church  stand  as  a  safe¬ 
ty  net.  because  there  are  people  who. 
for  one  reason  or  another,  /all  through 
the  cracks,”  he  said. 

Brown  said  the  people  this  usual¬ 
ly  happens  to  are  the  poor,  ethnic 
minorities,  the  elderly,  the  very  young 
and  people  with  handicapping  condi¬ 
tions. 

The  church’s  efforts  will,  of 
course,  extend  not  only  to  the  needs  of 
its  own  members  but  to  those  of  the 


larger  community  as  well. 

“We’re  not  going  to  be  looking 
for  people’s  membership  cards."  said 
Rev.  Carl  Rhoads,  superintendent  of 
the  North  Shore  District. 

So  one  of  the  biggest  needs  right 
now  is  for  volunteers  in  the  church. 

Those  interested  in  volunteering 
in  the  disaster  relief  effort  should  con¬ 
tact  Sarah  Schoeffler  or  Sue  Pugh  at 
Sager-Brown  by  calling  (318)  923- 
4702. 

There  is  also  considerable  finan¬ 
cial  need,  for  both  humanitarian  care 
and  repair  of  church  facilities  that 
were  uninsured. 

While  the  Conference  has  solicit¬ 
ed  UMCOR  for  an  initial  grant  to  get 
disaster  relief  efforts  rolling.  Bishop 
Oden  has  also  called  for  a  special  col¬ 
lection  to  be  held  Sunday.  May  28. 

Members  can  contribute  to  the 
disaster  relief  by  earmarking  their  con¬ 
tributions  “LA  floods." 

“There’s  never  enough  money  to 
go  around,  so  what  we  have  to  do  is 
use  donated  goods  and  volunteer  labor 
to  help  stretch  those  dollars  so  we  can 
assist  people  to  recover,  to  come 
through,"  Brown  said. 

He  added  that  it  will  take  about 
two  to  four  weeks  to  get  the  volunteer 
effort  into  full  swing. 

In  the  New  Orleans  District,  the 
following  churches  and  UM  organiza¬ 
tions  have  reported  damage  from  the 
flooding:  First  UMC.  Kenner;  First 
Street  UMC;  St.  Paul’s  UMC, 
Harahan;  Brooks  UMC;  St.  Charles 
UMC,  Destrehan;  Cornerstone 
UMC;  Mt.  Zion  UMC;  Luling  UMC; 
Carrollton  Avenue  UMC;  Methodist 
Home;  Tulane  Campus  Ministry; 
parsonage  at  St.  Luke's  UMC;  par¬ 
sonage  at  Luling  UMC;  and  parson¬ 
age  at  Methodist  Hospital. 

In  the  North  Shore  District.  First 
UMC.  Slidell,  suffered  18  inches  of 
water  throughout  the  entire  physical 
plant,  and  the  parsonage  at  Hartzell- 
Mt.  Zion  UMC  flooded  as  well 
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Some  mem¬ 
bers  of  First 
UMC, 

Plaquemine 
and  the  min¬ 
ister  get  a 
close-up  look 
at  the  recent¬ 
ly  purchased 
church  sign. 

From  LEFT, 
are  Osa 
Moore, 

Helen  Allemond,  Ruby  Bourgeois,  Leon  McDaniel,  Marvel  Delahaye,  Rev. 
Weldon  Bares,  Margaret  Lovelace,  Flo  Drinkwater  and  Jean  Bezette.  The 

sign  has  made  the  church  more  inviting  as  have  several  directional  signs  pointing 
the  way  to  the  church. 


Pharr  Chapel 
Celebrates 
Heritage  Sunday 

On  April  30,  1995,  the  members  of 
Pharr  Chapel  UMC  in  Morgan  City 
received  a  visit  from  the  founding 
pastor  Rev.  Alfred  E.  Clay  (por¬ 
trayed  by  Rev.  Mike  Hammett). 
The  church  celebrated  117  years  of 
mission  and  ministry. 

The  original  steeple  spire  of  the 
church  was  recently  recovered  from  a 
church  member’s  home,  where  it  had 
been  stored  and  forgotten.  The 
steeple  was  presented  at  the  celebra¬ 
tion  as  a  historical  display  to  the 
church  family. 


Faith  forum 
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The  United  Methodist 

REPORTER 


We  should  proceed  to  'church  uniting' 


The  Church  of  Christ  Uniting 

Nine  American-based  denominations  hold  membership  in  the  con¬ 
sultation. 

Three  have  officially  said  “count  us  in”:  The 
2.9-million-member  Presbyterian  Church 
_  _  (U.S.A.)  (first  in  1993  and,  on  motion  to  recon- 

sider,  again  in  1994),  the  718,000-member  Chris- 
tian  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  (1994)  and  the 
250,000-member  International  Council  of  Com- 
* W  munity  Churches  (1990). 

;  Two  more  are  expected  to  vote  affirmatively 

-  this  year:  The  United  Church  of  Christ  in  its 

Church  union  emblem  General  Synod  in  June  and  the  Christian  Church 
in  its  General  Assembly  in  October. 

Two  other  historically  black  Methodist  churches— African  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  and  African  Methodist  Episcopal  Zion — are  expected 
to  vote  affirmatively  at  their  respective  next  General  Conferences. 

The  United  Methodist  General  Conference  will  vote  on  the  plan  in 
April  1996. 


Consultation  on 


The  Church  of  Christ  Uniting. 

Uniting  with  what  or  with 
whom?  one  might  reasonably  ask. 

The  answers  come  back: 

•f  Within  itself,  first  and  fore¬ 
most. 

•f  With  other  Christian  churches. 

■/  With  Christians  and  Christian 
communions  not  necessarily  orga¬ 
nized  as  “churches”  but  as  fellow¬ 
ships  or  parachurch  organizations. 

It  is  important  to  note  that  the  op¬ 
erative  word  is  “uniting,"  not  “unit¬ 
ed”  or  “uniform." 

The  United  Methodist  Council  of 
Bishops  is  the  latest  church  body  to 
indicate  that  The  Church  of  Christ 
Uniting  deserves  to  be  bom  (see 
UMR,  May  12). 

The  bishops’  action  is  advisory 
only.  United  Methodist  participa¬ 
tion  in  the  proposed  uniting 
church  can  be  finally  decided  only 
by  United  Methodism’s  highest 
legislative  body,  the  General  Con¬ 
ference.  We  urge  delegates  to  that 
April  1996  body  to  follow  the 
bishops’  leadership. 

From  the  beginnings  of  the 
church  at  Pentecost  (Acts  2),  Chris¬ 
tians  have  been,  by  their  profession 


Editorial 


of  faith,  “adopted”  into  the  family 
of  God  as  joint  heirs  with  Christ 
(Romans  8:14-17). 


As  in  other  families,  we  Chris¬ 
tians  have  had  our  squabbles  and 
our  partings.  Yet  no  matter  how 
often  we  separate  from  each  other, 
the  kinship  we  share  in  Christ  con¬ 
tinually  draws  us  back  to  our  spiri¬ 
tual  family  circle. 


“The  Church  of  Christ  Uniting” 
proposes  to  make  that  spiritual 
circle  a  visible  reality.  This  will  be 
accomplished  by  each  member  de¬ 
nomination’s  fulfilling  the  cove¬ 
nant’s  tenets: 

■  Affirm  one  another’s  bap¬ 
tisms  as  valid; 

■  Accept  one  another’s  or¬ 
dained  ministers  as  authentic; 

■  Share  Holy  Communion  to¬ 
gether; 

■  Share  mission  together  when¬ 
ever  possible. 

For  the  foreseeable  future,  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  would  still  be  United 
Methodists;  Presbyterians  would 
still  be  Presbyterians,  Disciples 
would  still  be  Disciples,  etc.  But  we 
would  be  United  Methodists,  Pres¬ 
byterians,  Disciples,  etc.  within  The 
Church  of  Christ  Uniting. 

Methodism’s  founder,  John  Wes¬ 
ley,  provided  a  rich  physiological 
metaphor  for  what  The  Church  of 
Christ  Uniting  proposes  when  he 
said: 

“If  your  heart  is  as  my  heart,  give 
me  your  hand.” 


We're  losing  tolerance  for  disagreement 


As  I  read  some  United  Methodist 
publications  and  some  publications 
of  unofficial  Methodist  sources,  it 
appears  to  me  that  we  are  quickly 
losing  our  tolerance  for  those  who 
disagree  with  us.  I  think  that  this 
happens  when  we  "radicalize”  one 
aspect  of  our  belief  or  practice, 
d  One  problem  with  becoming  a 
“radical”  is  that  we  lose  respect  for 
anyone  who  is  not  as  radical  as  we 
are.  When  we  allow  this  to  happen 
we  can  no  longer  love  our  neighbors 
ai  ourselves.  When  we  cannot  do 
this  then  we  are  no  longer  keeping 
what  Jesus  said  were  the  two  great 
commandments. 

:  A  person  can  be  a  radical  femi¬ 
nist,  a  radical  right-to-life  advocate, 
a. radical  abortion  rights  advocate,  a 
radical  fundamentalist,  a  radical 
liberal  or  a  radical  middle-of-the- 
roader  and  still  be  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist.  The  more  important  question 
is  can  one  be  a  radical  of  any  per¬ 
suasion  and  still  be  a  Christian? 

Joe  Carpenter 

Whitinsville,  Massachusetts 

Examine  institutions 

I  want  to  express  my  sincere  plea¬ 
sure  in  finding  out  that  there  is  a 
broad  interest  in  addressing  the 
problems  of  apportionments,  ap¬ 
pointments  and  general  administra¬ 
tion  (see  UMR,  May  12). 

The  United  Methodist  Church 
needs  to  critically  examine  its  insti¬ 
tutions  and  move  to  the  reality  of 
the  90s.  I  firmly  believe  that  the 
clergy  from  intern  to  bishop  all  are 
or  were  sincere  in  their  mission  to 
bring  people  to  the  Lord. 

Somewhere  along  the  line  there 
has  been  a  slight  veering  off  the 
mark.  Internal  politics  and  the  in¬ 
toxication  of  power  have  caused  a 
shift  in  focus.  It’s  time  to  bring  the 
entire  church  back  to  a  place  where 
the  people  are  contributors  to  the 
process. 

The  church  must  try  to  become  a 
unifying  force  in  a  society  which  is 
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Letters  to 
the  Editor 


becoming  increasingly  disenchant¬ 
ed  with  self-serving  authority. 

Burt  Kenty 

North  Reading,  Massachusetts 

Balance  appreciated 

I  want  to  thank  you  for  the  April 
21  issue  of  the  Reporter.  It  is  the 
most  balanced  United  Methodist 
newspaper  I  have  seen  in  a  long 
time. 

Denise  Johnson  Stovall’s  article 
on  government  cuts  is  comprehen¬ 
sive,  but  we  must  let  the  church  do 
it  all.  America  will  not  be  able  to 
help  anyone  anywhere  if  we  don’t 
balance  our  budget. 

My  other  problem  is  the  fear.  In 
my  experience,  faith  and  fear  can¬ 
not  possibly  work  together.  Our 
marvelous  God  will  supply  the 
needs  through  His  people,  not  the 
government. 

Marilyn  Kruchell 
West  Allis,  Wisconsin 

I  find  it  ironic 

I  find  it  ironic  that  the  General 
Ministries,  the  United  Methodist 
National  Institutions  and  the  Unit¬ 


ed  Methodist  Women  seek  compas¬ 
sion  and  understanding  for  others 
as  they  ask  us  to  enslave  our  chil¬ 
dren,  grandchildren  and  great¬ 
grandchildren  with  the  burdens  of 
the  national  debt  for  decades  to 
come.  I  find  it  appalling  that  they 
would  ask  us,  members  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church  to  lobby 
for  such  enslavement  of  children. 

I  urge  all  United  Methodists  to 
ask  their  respective  congressional 
representatives  and  senators  to  sup¬ 
port  the  proposed  budget  cuts  of 
House  Resolution  1 1 58  and  Senate 
bill  617. 

G.  Holland 
Plano,  Texas 

Right  on  target 

The  April  28  editorial  defense  of 
the  tenor  of  political  opinions  the 
Reporter  chooses  to  print  is  right  on 
target. 

The  United  Methodist  Church 
has  become  so  politically  partisan 
that  when  United  Methodist-related 
news  is  reported  it  would  be  nearly 
impossible  for  it  to  reflect  other 
than  promotion  of  the  Democratic 
agenda  and  denigration  of  the  Re¬ 
publican  agenda. 

If  genuine  consideration  were 
given  to  what  the  editor  calls  irate 
reader  response,  it  might  be  found 


What  others  are  saying 


“There  are  things  about  the  church 
that  sometimes  make  us  hopeless. 
. .  .At  times  our  vision  seems  limited 
and  our  structures  inflexible.  We  do 
not  see  how  the  church  can  do  the 
mission  to  which  God  is  calling. 
.  .  .And  then  with  a  laugh  God 
nudges  us,  reminding  us  that  the 
church  has  been  renewed  by  God 
time  and  again,  and  that  God  has 
promised  the  church  will  endure  un¬ 


til  the  end  of  time.  The  only  question 
is  whether  we  will  be  open  to  the  new 
thing  God  is  doing.” 

— Bishop  Ann  B.  Sherer,  St.  Louis, 
Mo. 

*  *  * 

“Ironically,  in  the  ’90s,  people 
can  go  into  churches  that  call  them¬ 
selves  ‘evangelical’  and,  instead  of 
hearing  about  Jesus,  hear  the  agen¬ 
da  of  the  Republican  Party.  ...  Je¬ 


sus  is  neither  a  Democrat  nor  a 
Republican;  he  embraces  neither 
the  Contract  with  America  nor  the 
platform  of  the  Democratic  Party. 
. .  .  Wouldn’t  it  be  ironic  if  people 
left  evangelical  churches  because 
they  weren’t  hearing  the  gospel  and 
were  tired  of  hearing  politics  being 
preached  from  the  pulpit?” 

— Evangelist  Tony  Campolo  in  a 
Christian  Century  interview. 


The  United  Methodist 

REPORTER 


Ronald  P.  Patterson 

Publisher 


John  A.  Lovelace 

Editor 


Cynthia  B.  Astle 

Faith  Forum  Editor 


The  United  Methodist  Reporter  (USPS954500),  owned  by  the  United  Methodist  conferences  of  Texas  and  New  Mexico,  is  published  weekly  by  the  United 
Methodist  Communications  Council,  2520  W.  Commerce  St.,  Dallas,  Texas  75212,  as  a  continuation  of  the  145-year  tradition  of  the  Texas  Methodist  new  spaper. 
The  Reporter  has  no  official  ties  to  the  United  Methodist  General  Conference  or  any  of  the  denomination's  general  boards  or  agencies.  The  Reporter  does  pro- 
.  duce  official  regional  editions  for  35  annual  conferences. 

This  newspaper  maintains  an  editorial  policy  of  assuring  the  truth,  accuracy,  readability,  relevance  and  significance  of  all  materiaLs  published.  It  aims  to  pro¬ 
vide  readers  with  a  broad  spectrum  of  information  and  viewpoints  consistent  with  the  diversity  of  Christians.  Editorial  opinions  expressed  represent  the  opin¬ 
ions  of  the  newspaper's  editorial  staff  Signed  articles  of  opinion  appearing  in  this  newspaper  are  the  views  of  the  author  and  not  necessarily  those  of  the  staff. 

Send  Correspondence  and  Address  Changes  (include  mailing  label)  To:  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275 
Telephone:  (214)  630-6495.  Subscription  rates:  $24  per  year  for  national  edition;  rates  for  editions  available  upon  request.  Second  Class  Postage 
paid  at  Dallas.  TX  and  additional  post  offices. 

POSTMASTER:  Please  send  address  changes  to  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275. 


that  hurt,  grief  and  feelings  of  dis¬ 
crimination  more  accurately  de¬ 
scribe  this  reaction. 

To  fulfill  its  purpose,  the  Report¬ 
er  should  try  to  respond  realistically 
to  the  need  for  exposure  of  the  bla¬ 
tant  imposition  of  partisan  secular 
political  ideology  on  the  church  by 
much  of  its  leadership.  A  highly  vis¬ 
ible  example  is  the  pro-Democrat, 
anti-Republican  bias  of  the  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society. 

Its  chief,  the  Rev.  Thom  White 
Wolf  Fassett,  has  been  quoted  as 
saying,  regarding  the  agency’s  pro¬ 
motion  of  liberal  Democratic  poli¬ 
tics,  that,  “No  matter  the  personal 
cost  we  will  persist.” 

The  disaffection  resulting  from 
this  type  of  intolerance  and  lack  of 
consideration  for  United  Method¬ 
ists  who  are  Republicans  is  not  con¬ 
fined  to  the  general  church  level 
and  should  not  be  glossed  over  and 
thereby  trivialized  by  the  Reporter. 

Margaret  L.  Eddy 
Great  Falls,  Montana 

Callous  letter 

It  is  interesting  that  people  are 
leaving  the  denomination  because  it 
is  allegedly  “too  liberal.”  You 
wouldn't  know  it  to  read  the  callous 
letter  from  R.  K.  Curtis  of  Lubbock, 
Texas  (see  UMR,  April  28). 

Perhaps  one  reason  people  do  not 
feel  “remorse”  at  the  prospect  of 
death  by  AIDS  is  that  one  is  not  re¬ 
quired  to  feel  remorse  for  confront¬ 
ing  a  senseless  death.  Perhaps  if  Mr. 
Curtis  stopped  rendering  judgment 
on  others  and  followed  the  teach¬ 
ings  of  the  radical  named  Jesus 
Christ,  he  could  write  a  letter  that 
sounded  at  least  remotely  Christian. 

Tim  Scott 
Chicago,  Illinois 

Faith  rests  on  assurance 

In  a  recent  letter,  a  reader  asked 
whether  it  mattered  if  “a  rock  actu¬ 
ally  moved  2,000  years  ago?”  The 
reader  seemed  to  suggest  it  doesn’t. 
If  Christ  wasn’t  raised  from  the 
dead,  then  my  faith  is  futile,  I  am 
still  in  my  sins  and  am  lost,  and  I 
am  to  be  pitied  more  than  all  men. 
(1  Cor.  15:  17-19) 

But  as  Paul  told  the  Corinthian 
Church.  “Christ  may  indeed  have 
been  raised  from  the  dead.”  Praise 
God.  Because  of  Jesus’  death  and  res¬ 
urrection,  my  sins  have  been  forgiven 
and  I  will  have  eternal  life.  My  faith 
rests  on  this  assurance. 

Jim  Cleary 
Houston,  Texas 


Some  next  steps  to  take 
after  the  OKC  bombing 


By  DAN  SOLOMON 

The  Council  of  Bishops  has  prayed, 
anguished  over,  and  reflected  upon 
our  life  together  as  United  Methodists 
and  as  citizens  in  a  society  under 
siege. 

There  is  no  sense  to  senselessness. 
There  is  no  sanity  to  insanity.  There 
is  no  excusing  raw  evil.  There  are 
some  next  steps. 

1.  We  must  rebuild  the  relational 
bridge. 

Violence  by  definition  is  a  de¬ 
structive  communication  device. 
Only  in  and  through  relationships 
that  embrace  a  civil  discourse  in  be¬ 
half  of  truth  and  goodwill  can  we  re¬ 
solve  concerns  and  construct 
positive  solutions. 

Talking,  whether  it  is  radio,  tele¬ 
vision  or  personal  conversation, 
that  is  energized  by  vented  venom 
pollutes  with  hatred  the  very  air  we 
breathe.  Actions  that  glorify  lethal 
weapons,  terminator  mentalities, 
and  power  ranger  tactics  reinforce 
violence  as  the  relational  bond. 

This  society  has  long  since  moved 
from  reporting  violence  to  being  en¬ 
tertained  by  it.  The  relational 
bridge  will  freight  the  heavy  stuff  of 
peace,  justice,  and  hope  only  when 
we  stand  firm  in  the  expectation 
and  demonstration  that  reason, 
goodwill,  consideration,  respect, 
and  mutual  growth  for  win-win  liv¬ 
ing  are  not  yesterday’s  lost  inno¬ 
cence  but  today’s  essential  lifestyle. 

2.  We  must  expect  of  ourselves  de¬ 
finitive,  Jesus-dominated,  Christian 
living. 

Too  often  we  have  tolerated  Je¬ 
sus,  absolutized  Paul  and  radical¬ 
ized  personal  opinion.  The  words 
and  way  of  Jesus  are  the  most  au¬ 
thoritative,  if  not  most  demanding, 
definition  of  the  character  and  con¬ 
tent  of  a  life  given  to  God  and  lived 
for  God.  A  depth  giving  of  our  heart 
and  life  to  Jesus  as  Lord  and  Savior 
is  the  energy  center  for  personal  and 
social  holiness. 

The  Oklahoma  City  bomb 
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showed  us  the  Satan  side  of  civil  re¬ 
ligion.  Whenever  God,  govern¬ 
ment — either  hatred  for  it  or  love  of 
it — and  goodness,  self-defined  as 
good  for  you  or  good  for  me,  get  put 
together  according  to  our  favorite 
recipe,  the  cook-off  is  a  cooked  up 
smell,  pleasant  to  the  chef  and  con¬ 
sistently  offensive  to  the  nostrils  of 
God,  who  alone  made  heaven  and 
earth  and  who  in  Jesus  Christ  de¬ 
fines  the  content  of  faithful  religion. 

3.  We  must  risk  for  Jesus-styled 
justice. 

Doubtless  Jesus’  offensive  in  the 
temple  market  was  offensive  to 
many  and  costly  to  some.  Hatred  is 
evil  enough  to  hurt  its  exposers. 
Purveyors  of  violence  and  the  im¬ 
plements  of  violence  are  violent 
enough  to  destroy  those  who  chal¬ 
lenge  them. 

We  shall  not  rid  our  land  and  our 
world  of  the  scourge  of  violence  and 
anarchy  unless  there  is  a  massive 
moral  uprising  of  people  who  believe 
the  risk  for  non-violence  is  intrinsi¬ 
cally  the  superior  way.  “The  body 
they  may  kill,  God’s  truth  abideth 
still.  God’s  kingdom  is  forever.” 

"Here  /  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  share  their  opin¬ 
ions  and  concerns  about  issues  facing  the 
church.  Any  reader  may  submit  an  article 
for  consideration  (two  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to  "Here  / 
Stand."  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O. 
Box66027S,  Dallas.  Texas  75266-0275. 


I  found  chaplains  to  be 
exemplars  of  ministry 


By  WILLIAM  K.  McELVANEY 

“I  don’t  know  whether  this  is  go¬ 
ing  to  work  or  not,”  I  said  to  my¬ 
self.  I  was  preparing  to  lead  by  first 
chaplains’  retreat,  an  ecumenical 
group  in  Garmisch,  Germany,  in 
1976.  “After  all  I’m  a  ‘peace-nik’ 
type,  and  further,  I  have  reserva¬ 
tions  about  military  chaplaincy  in 
terms  of  church-state  issues." 

Was  1  in  for  some  major  sur¬ 
prises! 

The  first  retreat  was  followed  by 
a  second  ecumenical  chaplains’  re¬ 
treat  in  Seoul,  Korea,  in  1978,  and 
then  by  a  series  of  United  Method¬ 
ist  chaplains’  retreats  in  the  United 
States  over  the  years. 

The  United  Methodist  chaplains’ 
retreats  are  arranged  annually 
through  the  Division  of  Chaplains 
and  Related  Ministries  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry  in  Nashville.  Most  of  our 
chaplains  serve  in  hospital  and 
health  care  settings,  military  and 
veterans  affairs  chaplaincies,  and  in 
prison  ministries. 

My  initial  misgivings  and  igno¬ 
rance  were  unfailingly  alleviated  by 
the  chaplains.  Providing  leadership 
for  these  four-day  retreats  has 
turned  out  to  be  among  the  most 
enriching  and  challenging  experi- 
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ences  in  my  ordained  ministry. 

I  found  that  there  are  as  many 
opinions  among  chaplains  about 
the  role  of  the  military  and  of  for¬ 
eign  policy  as  one  finds  in  any  dis¬ 
trict  preachers’  group.  In  18  years  of 
leading  chaplains’  retreats  I  have 
yet  to  encounter  an  issue,  regardless 
how  controversial,  that  was  not  dis¬ 
cussed  openly  and  with  more  light 
than  heat.  And  we’ve  taken  on  some 
hot  ones! 

In  my  experience  no  United 
Methodist  institutional  staff  has 
been  more  impressive  and  more  ex¬ 
emplary  of  ministry  at  its  best  than 
representatives  of  the  Division  of 
Chaplains.  Memorable  also  has 
been  the  quality  of  sharing  among 
prison,  hospital,  and  military  chap¬ 
lains  themselves,  and  the  opportu¬ 
nity  on  my  part  to  hear  about  their 
ministries  of  worship,  counseling, 
and  presence  in  some  very  lonely 
and  isolated  settings. 

Chaplains  day  after  day  are  pro¬ 
viding  virtually  the  only  ear  and 
primary  hope  for  juvenile  offend¬ 
ers,  for  servicemen  and  women  far 
from  home,  for  hospital  patients 
facing  terminal  illness. 

So  here  is  a  public  thanksgiving 
for  some  of  the  unsung  faithful 
among  us,  our  United  Methodist 
chaplains.  And  here  is  an  invitation 
to  affirm  their  ministries  in  both 
personal  and  institutional  word  and 
deed. 

"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  can  share  mean¬ 
ingful  experiences  of  the  Christian  life. 
Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (one  typed,  double-spaced 
page  maximum  length)  to  "My  Wit¬ 
ness,"  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O. 
Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 
Include  a  stamped,  self-addressed  enve¬ 
lope  for  return  of  manuscripts. 
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NO  PATENTS:  United  Methodist  Bishop 
Kenneth  L.  Carder  (Nashville  Area)  spoke  out 
last  week  against  the  pat¬ 
enting  of  genetically  engi¬ 
neered  organisms.  Speaking 
at  Washington's  National 
Press  Club,  Bishop  Carder 
said:  “As  a  gift  from  God, 
life  has  intrinsic  value.  The 
patenting  of  genes,  the 
building  blocks  of  life,  _  . 

tends  to  reduce  it  to  its  Kenneth  Carder 

economic  worth.  . . .  The  conflict  [relative  to 
patenting]  is  between  reverence  for  life  and  ex¬ 
ploitation  of  life _ ”  The  bishop  was  one  of 

several  speakers  representing  a  religious  coali¬ 
tion,  including  Christians,  Hindus  and  Mus¬ 
lims,  calling  for  an  end  to  genetic  patents. 


PAY  LIVING  WAGE:  United  Methodist 

agencies  have  joined  other  religious  investors 
challenging  10  U.S.  corporations  which  operate 
plants  in  Mexico  to  pay  a  living  wage  to  work¬ 
ers.  While  shareholder  resolutions  regarding 
maquiladora  factories  near  the  U.S.  border 
have  been  used  in  the  past,  the  current  resolu¬ 
tions  are  in  response  to  Mexico’s  economic  cri¬ 
sis,  according  to  the  Rev.  David  Shilling.  A 
United  Methodist  pastor  from  the  church’s 
Califomia-Nevada  regional  conference,  Mr. 
Shilling  is  program  director  for  global  corpo¬ 
rate  responsibility  for  the  Interfaith  Center  on 
Corporate  Responsibility  based  in  New  York. 


THREATS  BACKFIRE:  Efforts  to  intimi¬ 
date  a  Native  American  congregation  in  Tulsa 
with  vandalism  and  death  threats  backfired.  In¬ 
stead,  the  area’s  entire  religious  community 
was  motivated  to  send  a  message  of  tolerance 
in  a  May  1 5  interfaith  worship  service.  People 
representing  African  Methodist  Episcopal, 
Baptist,  Catholic,  Christian  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal,  Episcopalian,  Presbyterian,  United  Meth¬ 
odist  and  others  along  with  the  Native  Ameri¬ 
can  Nations  of  the  United  Methodist  Oklaho¬ 
ma  Indian  Missionary  Conference  held  the 
interfaith  service  at  Tulsa  Indian  United 
Methodist  Church.  More  than  150  people  at¬ 
tended  to  show  support  for  the  75-year-old 
vandalized  church. 


Seminary  faces  loss 
of  $1.75  million 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

The  administration  of  United  Theological 
Seminary  in  Dayton,  Ohio,  discovered  on  May 
16  that  a  foundation  in  which  it  had  invested 
$1.75  million  has  filed  for  bankruptcy  and  is  be¬ 
ing  investigated  for  fraud. 

The  125-year  old  United  Methodist-affiliated 
theological  school  may  lose  its  investment  with 
the  Foundation  for  New  Era  Philanthropy,  of 
Radnor,  Pa.  The  seminary,  along  with  other 
charities  and  nonprofit  institutions,  were  prom¬ 
ised  by  New  Era  that  their  investments  would 
double  in  a  six-month  period  through  matching 
funds  from  anonymous  donors. 

The  foundation  filed  for  bankruptcy  protec¬ 
tion  on  May  15  after  a  lawsuit  was  filed  de¬ 
manding  repayment  of  a  $44  million  loan.  In 
filing,  the  foundation  stated  that  it  has  $551 
million  in  liabilities  and  $80  million  in  assets. 


Search  begins  for  UMC's  new  treasurer 


UMR  PHOTO  BY  DANIEL  R.  CANCLER 


HOUSTON  —  Bishop  Edwin  C.  Boulton 
(Ohio  East  Area)  presided  at  the  General 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administration's 
recent  meeting  in  the  absence  of  its  presi¬ 
dent,  Bishop  Forrest  Stith  of  New  York  (see 
related  stories  at  right  and  below). 


By  DANIEL  R.  CANCLER 

Associate  Editor 

HOUSTON— The  United  Methodist 
General  Council  on  Finance  and  Adminis¬ 
tration  voted  May  16  in  Houston  to  seek  a 
new  general  secretary-treasurer  as  expedi¬ 
tiously  as  possible. 

The  goal  is  to  have  the  new  general  sec¬ 
retary  in  office  by  Jan.  1,  1996,  or  earlier. 

Reading  from  a  prepared  statement, 
Bishop  Edwin  C.  Boulton,  the  council’s 
acting  president,  said  the  council  acted 
based  on  its  receipt  of  the  Rev.  Clifford 
Drake’s  March  2  announcement  that  he 
had  decided  to  seek  a  change  in  appoint¬ 
ment. 

Dr.  Droke,  58,  who  has  been  the 
church’s  general  treasurer  since  1984,  is  a 
clergy  member  of  the  church’s  Califomia- 
Nevada  regional  Conference. 

The  council  also  voted  that  Dr.  Droke 
continue  as  general  secretary  until  a  suc¬ 
cessor  is  in  office. 

During  a  two-hour  closed  session  the 
council  also  received  a  report  by  an  out¬ 
side  management  consultant  authorized 
last  December  by  the  council  to  review 
practices  and  dynamics  within  the  coun¬ 
cil’s  office  in  Evanston,  Ill. 

When  asked  whether  this  report  was  re¬ 
lated  to  the  council’s  actions  to  seek  a  new 
general  secretary,  Bishop  Boulton  con¬ 
ferred  privately  with  Mary  K.  Logan,  the 
agency’s  legal  counsel. 

Following  the  consultation,  Ms.  Logan 
responded  that  “the  summary  report  of 
the  legal  team  which  did  the  investigation 


contains  privileged  pieces  of  information 
protected  by  attorney-client  privilege.” 

During  its  closed  session  the  council 
also  voted  to  form  a  search  committee  to 
find  a  new  general  secretary. 

Appointed  to  the  search  committee  are 
the  six  members  of  the  council’s  budget 
and  personnel  committee  (Bishop  Boul¬ 
ton;  the  Rev.  Ellen  A.  Brubaker  of  Grand 
Rapids,  Mich.;  Nancy  M.  Curruth  of  Bun- 
kie,  La.;  Yong  S.  Lee  of  Ames,  Iowa;  Bish¬ 
op  Richard  C.  Looney  of  Macon,  Ga.;  and 
Stanley  C.  Sager  of  Albuquerque,  N.M.) 
together  with  Lenora  Thompson  Ford  of 
Philadelphia,  Sally  Brown  Geis  of  Denver 
and  the  Rev.  Virgilio  Vazquez-Garza  of 
Laredo,  Texas. 

Bishop  Boulton  said  no  deadline  has 
been  established.  The  search  committee 
held  its  first  meeting  May  18  (see  related 
story  at  right). 

“The  job  description  is  not  up  for  re¬ 
view  and  will  be  retained  as  it  has  been,” 
he  said 

If  the  right  individual  is  found  and  is 
available  earlier  than  the  council’s  next 
scheduled  meeting  (Nov.  27-Dec.  1  in  In¬ 
dianapolis),  then  the  election  will  be  by 
mail  ballot,  a  telephone  meeting  or  a  spe¬ 
cial  meeting  of  the  council,  Bishop  Boul¬ 
ton  said. 

Dr.  Droke  served  as  pastor  of  congrega¬ 
tions  in  northern  California,  as  a  district 
superintendent  and  as  director  of  the  Cali- 
fornia-Nevada  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries  before  heading  the  general 
church  agency. 


Committee  goes 
straight  to  work 

HOUSTON— The  General 
Council  on  Finance  and  Adminis¬ 
tration’s  new  search  committee  to 
find  a  new  general  secretary-trea¬ 
surer  wasted  no  time  in  beginning 
its  task  (see  related  stories  at  left 
and  below). 

The  committee  met  May  18  in 
Houston  with  Bishop  Edwin  C. 
Boulton,  the  council’s  acting  presi¬ 
dent,  as  chair;  Lenora  Thompson 
Ford,  vice  chair;  Stanley  C.  Sager, 
secretary,  and  Mary  K.  Logan, 
staff  legal  counsel.  Bishop  Richard 
C.  Looney  will  handle  press  rela¬ 
tions. 

The  committee  will  select  an  ex¬ 
ecutive  search  firm  from  inter¬ 
views  on  June  30  in  Chicago  with 
a  projected  cost  of  $50,000. 

Committee  members  discussed 
job  description,  advertising  and  an 
application  process.  No  applica¬ 
tion  deadline  was  set. 

The  committee  projected  that 
each  one-day  meeting  of  the  nine- 
member  group  will  cost  $10,000, 
It  hopes  to  meet  as  much  as  possi¬ 
ble  by  telephone  conference  calls. 

— DANIEL  R.  CANCLER 


Council's  legal  chairman 
says  sexual  harassment 
allegations  unfounded 


By  DANIEL  R.  GANGLER 
Associate  Editor 

HOUSTON — There  is  no  basis 
for  sexual  harassment  allegations 
against  the  Rev.  Clifford  Droke, 
top  officer  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  General  Council  on  Finance 
and  Administration,  according  to 
an  investigation  by  the  the  coun¬ 
cil’s  outside  consultant. 

This  finding  was  shared  with 
the  press  fol¬ 
lowing  a  three- 
hour  closed 
session  of  the 
council  on  May 
17  in  Houston. 

It  was  present¬ 
ed  by  William 
F.  White,  a  law¬ 
yer  from  Madi¬ 
son,  Wis.,  and  chairman  of  the 
council’s  legal  responsibilities 
committee. 

A  $  1.5-million  suit  filed  last 
August  against  the  council  and 
Dr.  Droke  by  the  council’s  for¬ 
mer  general  counsel,  Craig  R. 
Hoskins,  is  pending  in  Chicago’s 
federal  district  court. 


that  his  May  16,  1994,  firing  after 
15  years  of  service  was  in  retalia¬ 
tion  for  a  letter  he  had  written  al¬ 
leging  Dr.  Droke’s  “severe 
alcoholism,”  “alcohol-related  be¬ 
havior”  and  “inappropriate”  con¬ 
duct  toward  female  employees. 

In  addition  to  monetary  judg¬ 
ment  the  suit  seeks  Mr.  Hoskins' 
reinstatement  on  the  staff.  The 
monetary  judgment  sought  was 
described  as  including  back  pay, 
lost  income  and  benefits,  puni¬ 
tive  and  compensatory  damages 
and  costs  of  litigation. 

Mr.  White  said  a  special  litiga¬ 
tion  resolution  committee  has 
been  pursuing  a  resolution  to  the 
Hoskins  suit.  He  refused  to  com¬ 
ment  on  whether  any  offers  have 
been  made  to  resolve  the  suit  but 
did  say  that  he  was  “very  hopeful 
that  the  suit  will  be  resolved  be¬ 
fore  going  to  trial.” 

Earlier  in  the  day  the  council’s 
legal  responsibilities  committee 
presented  revisions  to  the  coun¬ 
cil’s  bylaws  which  outlined  10 
duties  and  responsibilities  of  the 


HOUSTON— 
Attorney  Mary 
K.  Logan,  legal 
counsel  for 
the  United 
Methodist 
General 
Council  on  Fi¬ 
nance  and  Ad¬ 
ministration, 
keeps  track  of 
the  council's 
work  on  her 
laptop  com¬ 
puter  during 
the  May  16-18 
meeting.  Us¬ 
ing  the  com¬ 
puter  enabled 
Ms.  Logan  to 
revise  docu¬ 
ments  as  di¬ 
rectors 
amended 
them. 
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council’s  budget  and  personnel 
committee.  The  council  ap¬ 
proved  the  revisions. 

The  revised  bylaw  specifies  a 
written  annual  evaluation  of  the 
general  secretary’s  performance. 
Other  provisions  include  the  dis¬ 


position  of  harassment  claims 
against  the  general  secretary  and 
to  “hear  employees  who  believe 
they  have  been  subjected  to  un¬ 
fair  and  inequitable  treatment  by 
the  general  secretary.” 

Mr.  White  said  there  may  have 


been  policy  changes  since  Mr. 
Hoskins’  suit  but  they  are  “not  in 
response  to  the  suit.” 

When  asked  if  Dr.  Droke’s  de¬ 
parture  was  related  in  any  way  to 
Mr.  Hoskins’  dismissal,  Mr. 
White  answered,  “No.” 


Baptism  study:  Church  membership  is  like  belonging  to 

" There  is  in  our  proposal  a  strong  emphasis  on 
God's  grace  and  God's  action  in  baptism  but  there  is 
also  an  emphasis  on  personal  responsibilty.  God 
takes  the  initiative  in  our  lives,  and  we  respond  to 
God's  grace." 

— Mark  Trotter,  baptism  study  chair 


From  staff  and  press  reports 

NASHVILLE — The  committee 
leading  an  eight-year  churchwide 
United  Methodist  study  on  baptism 
has  reached  an  apparent  consensus 
which  it  will  take  to  the  church’s  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Discipleship  this  fall. 

From  there,  recommendations  and 
proposed  legislative  changes  will  go 
to  the  church’s  General  Conference 
in  Denver  April  16-26,  1996. 

In  its  report,  “By  Water  and  the 
Spirit,”  the  committee  says  that  an 
individual — infant  or  adult — be¬ 
comes  a  member  of  the  church  at 
the  time  of  baptism. 

But,  the  report  goes  on,  “when  a 
baptized  person  has  professed  his  or 
her  Christian  faith  and  been  con¬ 
firmed,  that  person  enters  more 
fully  into  the  responsibility  and 


privileges  of  membership  in  the 
church.” 

For  record-keeping  purposes,  lo¬ 
cal  churches  would  count  baptized 
children  on  a  separate  roll  which 
would  not  be  used  for  membership 
statistics. 

That  is  similar  to  the  existing 
practice  in  which  baptized  children 
are  identified  as  preparatory  mem¬ 
bers. 

Bestowing  church  membership 
on  baptized  children  has  been  the 
source  of  some  controversy  within 
the  committee.  But  its  report  says, 
“Just  as  infants  are  members  of 
their  human  families  but  are  unable 
to  participate  in  all  aspects  of  fam¬ 
ily  life,  so  baptized  infants  are 
members  of  the  church — the  family 
of  faith — but  not  yet  capable  of 
sharing  in  all  that  membership  in¬ 


volves.  For  this  reason,  statistics  of 
church  membership  are  counts  of 
professed/confirmed  members  rath¬ 
er  than  of  all  baptized  members.” 

Continuing  the  family  analogy, 
the  Rev.  Mark  Trotter,  committee 
chair,  said  that  if,  for  some  reason, 
a  baptized  member  never  professes 
his  or  her  faith,  that  person  remains 
on  the  rolls  of  baptized  members. 

Like  family  members,  he  said, 
“they  may  drift  from  us  but  they  are 


still  part  of  us.” 

Responding  to  the  committee’s 
1992  report,  some  people  have  ex¬ 
pressed  fear  that  the  church  would 
be  putting  too  much  emphasis  on 
the  sacrament  of  baptism  and  not 
enough  on  a  person’s  own  informed 
profession  of  faith. 

A  combination  or  “synthesis”  of 
those  two  positions  has  been 
achieved  in  recent  revisions,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Rev.  Gayle  Felton, 


faculty  member  at  Duke  University 
Divinity  School,  writer  of  the  most 
recent  revision,  and  to  Dr.  Trotter. 

“There  is  in  our  proposal  a  strong 
emphasis  on  God’s  grace  and  God’s 
action  in  baptism  but  there  is  also 
an  emphasis  on  personal  responsi¬ 
bilty,”  Dr.  Trotter  said.  “God  takes 
the  initiative  in  our  lives,  and  we  re¬ 
spond  to  God’s  grace.” 

Dr.  Felton  said  the  report  indi¬ 
cates  that  baptism  is  “not  just  a 
matter  of  human  decision”  and  that 
a  "decision  to  accept  God’s  gift  of 
salvation  must  be  made.” 

Another  struggle  for  the  commit¬ 
tee  has  been  to  correct  a  misunder¬ 
standing  of  confirmation  as 
"completing  baptism,  with  empha¬ 
sis  upon  human  vows  and  initiation 
into  church  membership." 

The  committee  points  out  that 


a  family 

Methodism’s  founder,  John  Wesley, 
didn’t  recommend  confirmation  to 
his  preachers  in  the  new  Methodist 
Church  in  America. 

Only  since  1964  in  The  Method¬ 
ist  Church  has  the  first  public  pro¬ 
fession  of  faith  for  those  baptized  as 
infants  been  called  confirmation. 
The  Evangelical  United  Brethren 
Church,  which  merged  with  The 
Methodist  Church  in  1968,  had  no 
such  rite. 

Confirmation  is  described  as  “tbs 
first  public  affirmation  of  the  grace 
of  God  in  one’s  baptism  and  the  ac¬ 
knowledgment  of  one’s  acceptance 
of  that  grace  by  faith.” 

Under  the  committee’s  proposal^ 
confirmation  would  continue  bilt 
would  no  longer  convey  church 
membership  because  membership 
would  be  granted  at  baptism. 
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DYNAMIC  DISCIPLING! 

You  can  make  disciples  and  add  a  pow¬ 
erful,  scriptural  influence  to  the  charac¬ 
ter  of  your  community.  Use  the  spiritual 
gifts  and  talents  in  your  church  to  form 
a  Church  Writing  Group.  Letters  to 
your  newspaper  editor  can  be  powerful 
discipling  messages  for  Christ. 

Write  or  call  for  free  materials: 

The  AMY  Foundation,  UMR5195 
P.O.  Box  16091,  Lansing,  MI  48901 
Telephone  (51 7)  323-6233 


Atlanta  church  challenges  'confessing'  group's  statement 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

ATLANTA — The  intent  of  a 
“Confessing  Movement”  which 
held  its  second  meeting  late  in  April 
has  been  challenged  by  a  United 
Methodist  congregation. 

While  agreeing  with  the  move¬ 
ment’s  emphasis  on  the  centrality  of 
Jesus  Christ,  members  of  Trinity 
United  Methodist  Church  said  the 
Confessing  Movement  would  “im¬ 
pose  a  narrowly  defined  orthodoxy” 
on  the  denomination. 

Some  900  Confessing  Movement 
supporters  met  in  Atlanta  April  28- 
29  to  draft  a  “Confessional  State¬ 


ment”  calling  The  United 
Methodist  Church  to  “doctrinal  in¬ 
tegrity”  (see  UMR,  May  12).  The 
statement  expanded  upon  a  1994 
“Invitation  to  the  Church”  on  the 
same  issue. 

In  response.  Trinity  UMC  drafted 
its  “Call  for  Renewal  of  Theology 
and  Mission  in  The  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church.”  The  Trinity  statement 
was  drafted  by  its  mission  and  social 
concerns  committee  and  was  ap¬ 
proved  by  its  Administrative  Council 
and  a  churchwide  conference. 

The  Confessing  Movement,  as  ex¬ 
pressed  in  its  first  statement,  “chal¬ 
lenges  the  diversity  and  inclusiveness 


that  have  marked  Methodism  since 
its  beginnings  as  an  1 8th  century  re¬ 
form  movement,”  according  to  Trin¬ 
ity  UMC  members. 

“It  comes  more  explicitly,”  the 
Trinity  UMC  statement  continues, 
“as  a  challenge  to  theological  explo¬ 
rations  presented  to  the  church  by 
women  and  people  of  color,  and  as 
an  attempt  to  silence  such  explora¬ 
tion  within  United  Methodist  local 
churches,  seminaries,  boards  and 
agencies." 

“Our  primary  point  of  contention 
is  not  in  the  call  for  a  renewal  of 
theology  in  The  United  Methodist 
Church,  but  rather  their  claim  to  be 


the  authority  to  decide  what  is  or¬ 
thodox  and  what  is  heretical,”  said 
Ben  Thacker-Gwaltney,  who  co¬ 
chaired  the  task  force  along  with  the 
Rev.  David  J.  Lull. 

In  their  statement,  Trinity  UMC 
members  detailed  their  congrega¬ 
tion’s  longtime  mission  response  to 
the  homeless,  substance  abusers 
and  people  with  AIDS  and  said  the 
congregation  seeks  to  minister  to 
“anyone  in  need,  without  regard  for 
their  religious,  racial  or  ethnic  back¬ 
ground,  social  and  economic  sta¬ 
tion,  or  sexual  orientation.” 

Trinity  UMC  participates  in  the 
Reconciling  Congregations  move¬ 


ment  in  which  churches,  by  vote  of 
the  members,  agree  to  accept  all 
people  into  church  participation  re3 
gardless  of  sexual  orientation. 

Trinity  UMC  members  expressed 
concern  at  the  “rigid  and  narrow  re¬ 
strictions"  which  would  be  placed 
on  churches  like  theirs  if  the  Con¬ 
fessing  Movement’s  agenda  should 
be  adopted. 

Trinity  UMC’s  statement  empha¬ 
sized  the  importance  of  Christ  “as 
the  center  of  our  faith  and  obedi¬ 
ence,"  but  deplored  “the  condem¬ 
nation  of  Christians  who  are 
exploring  new  ways  of  preaching  Je¬ 
sus  Christ.” 
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CORRECTION:  A  Reporter  story  May  19 
indicated  that  the  list  of  possible  relocation 
sites  for  the  United  Methodist  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  in  the  metropolitan  areas 
of  Chicago  and  Washington  was  “less  than 
five.”  Site  selection  chairperson  Donald  E. 
Messer  said  the  task  force  has  reduced  the 
number  of  sites  to  less  than  five  in  each  metro- 
politan  area.  The  Reporter  regrets  the  error. 

YOUTH  '95  DEADLINE:  July  l  is  the 

deadline  for  youths  and  their  adult  leaders  to 
register  for  Youth  ’95,  a  United  Methodist 
gathering  for  youngsters  in  grades  7-12.  The 

gathering  will  be  Aug.  2-6  in  Salt  Lake  City. 
Participants  can  choose  from  more  than  250 
workshops  on  such  topics  as  leadership,  ca¬ 
reers,  relationships,  sexuality  and  faith.  Con¬ 
tact  General  Board  of  Discipleship,  P.O.  Box 
840,  Nashville,  TN  37202,  or  telephone  (615) 
340-7124. 

AFFIRMATIVE  ACTION:  Directors  of 
the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries’  Women’s  Division,  recently  meeting  in 
Stamford,  Conn.,  instructed  their  president, 
Carolyn  Johnson  of  West  Lafayette,  Ind.,  and 
Joyce  Sohl,  the  division's  deputy  general  secre¬ 
tary.  to  issue  a  statement  in  support  of  affirma¬ 
tive  action.  Officially,  as  re-confirmed  by  the 
1992  General  Conference,  the  church's  top  leg¬ 
islative  body,  the  denomination  supports  affir¬ 
mative  action  legislation  and  programs, 
particularly  as  “a  management  plan  to  achieve 
a  more  inclusive  work-force  or  enrollment.” 

DOUBLE  FOCUS'  ASKED  a  plan  for 

“Strengthening  the  Black  Church  for  the  21st 
Century”  is  one  of  two  "mission  focus”  initia¬ 
tives  endorsed  recently  by  the  United  Methodist 
General  Council  on  Ministries  for  special  atten¬ 
tion  during  1997-2000.  The  proposal  will  go  to 
the  General  Conference,  the  church’s  top  legis¬ 
lative  body  meeting  April  1996  in  Denver.  The 
proposal,  budgeted  at  $1.8  million,  will  use  se¬ 
lected  congregations  as  resource  centers  to  help 
other  congregations  become  more  effective.  A 
second  “mission  focus”  on  young  people  has  a 
S270.000  budget.  If  approved  by.  General  Con¬ 
ference,  these  two  initiatives  would  take  the 
place  of  a  “missional  priority”  or  quadrennial 
theme. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Church  youths 

Illinois  youths  find 
challenging  ways  to 
serve  God,  others 


By  BETTIE  WILSON  STORY 

Whoever  said  youths  are  the 
church  of  tomorrow  has  not  met 
youngsters  from  the  United 
Methodist  Central  Illinois  re¬ 
gional  conference. 

.  These  kids  don’t  just  wait  to  at¬ 
tend  an  adult  meeting  to  leant 
how  to  be  the  people  of  God.  They 
hold  their  own  “YAK”  (youth  an¬ 
nual  conference)  every  spring  with 
Bible  study,  plenaries,  mission 
ideas  and  workshops. 

And  they  don’t  need  tips  from 
TV’s  David  Letterman  for  a  new 
twist  on  meeting  life's  challenges. 
The  Central  Illinois  kids  had 
their  own  “late  night”  answers 
under  the  theme  “Top  Ten  Ways 
to  Serve  God.” 

Highlighting  the  recent  weekend 
event  was  the  culmination  of  a 
winter  fundraiser  for  mission. 
Some  1,251  youths  and  leaders 
from  throughout  the  Central  Illi¬ 
nois  area  raised  about  $2 1 ,000  for 
Methodist-related  mission  pro¬ 
grams  in  the  U.S.,  Africa,  South 
America  and  the  Caribbean. 

Among  projects  are: 

■f  World  hunger  ministries. 
The  teens  skipped  lunch  and 
snacks  and  asked  that  the  money 
they  saved  be  donated  to  two 
projects  to  combat  hunger. 

A  total  of  $12,487.14  will  fund 
the  digging  of  two  water  wells  at 
a  youth  work  camp  ouside  Mon¬ 
rovia,  Liberia,  and  support  an 
animal  livestock  production  cen¬ 
ter  at  the  Methodist  Extension 
Andean  Youth  Project  (EMANA) 
in  Chile. 

/  Educational  ministries.  The 
youngsters  nearly  “emptied  their 


pockets”  at  the  registration  desk 
to  donate  either  loose  change  or 
school  supplies  for  their  confer¬ 
ence-wide  “Project  School¬ 
room.”  The  school  supplies  will 
be  used  to  fill  some  16,000 
handmade  school  bags  for  chil¬ 
dren  attending  Methodist  schools 
in  Haiti. 

The  donations  will  be  shipped 
by  freight  container  to  Haiti  with 
other  items  collected  at  a  Spring- 
field,  Ill.,  warehouse.  One  ship¬ 
ment  has  been  sent,  with  another 
to  come. 

■f  The  Youth  Service  Fund. 
The  long-awaited  moment  of  the 
meeting  was  the  end  of  the  Cen¬ 
tral  Illinois  “penny  war,”  bene¬ 
fiting  the  churchwide  Youth 
Service  Fund. 

Central  Illinois  conference  of¬ 
ficials  say  30  percent  of  money 
raised  goes  to  this  fund,  adminis¬ 
tered  by  the  National  Youth 
Ministry  Organization.  The  rest 
is  divided  in  three  ways  within 
the  regional  conference:  one- 
third  each  for  administrative 
purposes,  out-of-conference  proj¬ 
ects  and  in-conference  projects. 

The  Youth  Service  Fund  is  an 
international  program  of  the 
Nashville-based  National  Youth 
Ministry  organization,  affiliated 
with  the  church’s  General  Board 
of  Discipleship. 

Last  year,  the  penny  party 
raised  a  record  $3,405  for  inter¬ 
national  Youth  Service  Fund 
projects. 

This  year,  a  challenge  was 
made  to  all  Central  Illinois 
youths  that  if  at  least  $4,000  was 
raised,  the  president  of  the  win¬ 


match  walk  with  talk 


PHOTO  COURTESY  OF  CENTRAL  ILLINOIS  CONFERENCE 

Ten  pickle  barrels  full  of  pennies  led  to  the  Rev.  Rex  Hendrix's  losing  his  beard  to  Sandra  Ste¬ 
vens'  razor.  Mr.  Hendrix  is  camping  coordinator  for  the  church's  Central  Illinois  regional  con¬ 
ference.  In  the  conference's  "penny  war,"  youths  raised  more  than  $9,000,  30  percent  of  which 
goes  to  the  International  Youth  Service  Fund.  Three  clergymen  lost  their  beards  after  challeng¬ 
ing  youths  to  raise  at  least  $4,000. 


ning  district  could  shave  off  the 
beard  of  the  Rev.  John  Hauck, 
conference  youth  coordinator 
and  pastor  of  Bradley  (Ill.)  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church. 

“When  Bob  Leach,  Youth  Ser¬ 
vice  coordinator,  reported  that  10 
pickle  barrels  full  of  pennies  had 
been  collected,  it  was  obvious  that 
Hauck’s  beard  might  be  in  jeopar¬ 
dy,”  said  Gene  Ramsey,  YAK  co¬ 
ordinator  and  pastor  of  Viola  (Ill.) 
United  Methodist  Church. 

By  the  end  of  the  weekend,  the 
youths  topped  their  goal.  Off 
went  Mr.  Hauck’s  beard. 

Not  only  did  the  kids  top  their 
goal,  they  doubled  it  by  raising 
$9,142.51.  Who  were  their  next 


victims?  Mr.  Ramsey  and  the 
Rev.  Rex.  Hendrix,  who  serves 
as  conference  camping  coordina¬ 
tor,  lost  their  beards  too. 

The  per  capita  giving  “war” 
was  won  by  the  conference’s 
Champaign  District  with  over 
$12  per  youth.  The  Galesburg 
District  raised  the  most  total  dol¬ 
lars  with  over  $2,000. 

•f  Young  Adult  Missionaries. 
In  addition  to  the  fundraising  pro¬ 
grams,  the  Central  Illinois  youths 
sponsored  two  young  adult  mis¬ 
sionaries  from  Chile  through  fi¬ 
nancial  gifts  above  and  beyond  the 
Youth  Service  Fund  money. 

For  the  third  year  in  a  row, 
young  adult  missionaries  are  in¬ 


vited  to  this  country  to  live  in  the 
Central  Illinois  area,  interpreting 
mission  programs. 

Following  the  extraordinary 
weekend  event,  how  did  the 
youths  feel  about  their  efforts? 

After  sacrificing  a  meal  to  raise 
money  for  world  hunger  programs, 
Mike  Whitaker  of  Neoga,  Ill.,  said, 
“I  plan  to  fast  more  often. 

“I  saw  how  the  Lord  rewarded 
us  and  our  missions  by  skipping 
just  one  meal.  To  me,  that’s 
great.” 

Ms.  Story  is  editor  of  the  Cen¬ 
tral  Illinois  Annual  Conference 
edition  of  the  Reporter.  Asso¬ 
ciate  Editor  Denise  lohnson  Sto¬ 
vall  contributed  to  this  article. 
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800-MEMBER  CHURCH  SEEKING  degreed 
-  Christian  Education  Director,  with  youth  re¬ 
sponsibilities.  Resume  and  salary  require¬ 
ments  to:  Dean  Davis,  University  United 
Methodist  Church,  2000  S.  Locust,  Las  Cruces, 

"  NM  88001.  Application  deadline  June  I,  1995. 

DIRECTOR  OF  PROGRAM.  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Euless,  Texas  is  currently 
seeking  a  full-time  Director  of  Program.  Call 
(817)283-4421. 

CHURCH  ORGANIST:  PART-TIME  posi- 
tion.  growing  church  Chicago  suburbs.  Begin 
late  spring.  Resume  immediately:  Organist 
Search  Committee,  River  Forest  UMC,  7970 
Lake.  River  Forest.  IL  60305. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC.  IMMEDIATE  open- 
•I  ing  for  full-time  position,  1 600-member 
church.  Bachelor  degree  in  music  required, 

'  master  s  degree  desired.  Minimum  of  3  years 
active  music  ministry  employment  experience. 
Salary  doe.  send  resume  to:  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  808  N.  Monterey,  Farmington, 

•  NM  87401. 

WALNUT  HILL  UNITED  METHODIST 
Church,  10066  Marsh  Lane.  Dallas.  TX  75229. 

•  seeking  part-time  musician,  emphasis  in  key¬ 
board  and  accompanying.  Primary  responsibil¬ 
ities  to  include:  accompanying  chancel  choir 
and  children’s  choirs  for  rehearsals/services  as 
.  needed.  Candidate  should  possess  strong  key¬ 
board,  transposition,  and  sight  reading  skills. 
Ability  to  improvise  a  plus.  Send  resume  to 
church,  attention:  Director  of  Music. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDREN  S  Ministries: 
Responsible  for  pre-school,  after-school  care, 
and  children's  church  school  programs.  Will 
work  in  concert  with  other  children's  minis¬ 
tries  staff.  Qualified  applicants  should  have  at 
least  a  bachelor’s  degree  and  substantive  ad¬ 
ministrative  experience.  MRE  and  Christian 
education  experience  highly  desirable.  Salary 
commensurate  with  experience.  Letters  of  ap¬ 
plication  and  vitae  should  be  sent  to:  Moody 
Memorial  First  United  Methodist,  2803  53rd 
Street.  Galveston,  TX  77551. 

FIRST  UMC,  BEEVILLE.  TEXAS  is  seeking  a 
full-time  Director  of  Christian  Education.  Ex¬ 
cellent  interpersonal  skills  desired.  Responsi¬ 
bilities  include  full  range  of  CE  work.  Job 
descriptions  and  compensation  information 
are  available  from  First  UMC,  106  E.  Cleve- 
,  land.  Beeville.  TX  78102.  (512)  358-3350, 
"'Attn:  Jarrell  V.  Sharp. 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR:  ASSUME  responsibil¬ 
ities  for  well-established  youth  program;  1 500- 
member  church  in  Southeastern  New  Mexico. 
Needs  to  be  energetic,  enthusiastic,  and  willing 
to  share  the  love  of  the  Lord  with  young  peo¬ 
ple.  Salary  DOE.  Send  resumes  to:  FUMC, 
P.O.  Box  1913,  Roswell,  NM  88202-1913. 

DIRECTOR/MINISTER  OF  MUSIC  IN  3700- 
member  congregation.  Responsible  for  full 
range  of  music  ministry.  Compensation  nego- 
liable,  depending  on  experience.  Degree  in 
musical  education,  performance,  or  choral 
conducting  required.  Graduate  study  and/or 
experience  in  multiple  staff  situation  desir¬ 
able.  Inquiries  and  resumes  by  June  15  to:  Mu¬ 
sic  Search  Committee,  Myers  Park  United 
Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  6161,  Charlotte, 

NC  28207. 

PART-TIME  ASSISTANT  YOUTH  Ministry 
position  open  at  First  UMC,  Dallas.  Send  re¬ 
sume  to:  Karen  Spencer,  1928  Ross  Avenue, 
Dallas,  TX  75201. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES  for 

1 100-member  church  located  in  beautiful, 
deep  East  Texas.  Continue  and  expand  existing 
active  choir  program  and  handbell  program. 

with  a  strong  musical  tradition.  Send  resume 
to:  Director  of  Music  Ministries,  P.O.  Box  127, 
Jasper,  TX  7595 1 .  (409)  384-5735. 

WANTED:  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  for  large, 
multi-staff  church.  Salary  commensurate  with 
experience  and  education.  Resume  to:  Search 
Committee,  Englewood  UMC,  700  East  Dear¬ 
born  Street,  Englewood.  FL  34223.  Phone: 
(813)474-5588.  Fax:  (813)475-2865. 

CLASSIFIED 


LA  TECH  WESLEY  FOUNDATION  SEEKS 
Director.  Apply  until  June  15,  Jesus-centered, 
dynamic,  life-changing  ministry  reaching  200 
students  per  week.  Call  (318)  728-6480  or  fax 
(318)  728-6955.  Contact:  Billy  McConnell. 


ALUMNI  DEVELOPMENT  OFFICER.  Re¬ 
sponsible  for  alumni  relations,  major  annual 
fund  solicitation  from  alumni,  acquisition  of 
new  donors,  alumni  publications,  and  special 
programs  for  Candler  in  the  School  of  Theol¬ 
ogy.  Requires  master's  degree  in  divinity, 
education,  business  or  a  related  field  and  1 
year  related  experience  or  equivalent.  Experi¬ 
ence  supervising/coordinating  volunteers  and 
editing  publications  preferred.  Must  have 
knowledge  of  the  United  Methodist  denomi¬ 
nation.  Apply  by  6/8/95  to:  Emory  University 
Human  Resources,  1 762  Clifton  Rd.,  Atlanta, 
GA  30322,  M-TH,  9am-4pm,  (404)  727-7611, 
TDD  (404)  727-2075.  Reference  job  130- 
8915SB.  AA/EOE.  Emory  University. 


BABY  BOOMER  CONGREGATION  OF  1250 
seeks  Director  of  Christian  Education  for  ex¬ 
panding  ministry  with  children,  youth,  and 
adults.  Salary  negotiable  for  right  person.  Send 
resume  and  references:  Dr.  R.  Lawson  Bryan, 
Ashland  Place  United  Methodist  Church,  15 
Wisteria  Avenue,  Mobile,  AL  36607. 


DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES,  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Gallatin,  Tennes¬ 
see.  Adult  choirs,  children’s  choirs,  handbell 
choirs,  youth  choir.  1000  +  members.  Send  re¬ 
sume  with  references  to:  Ted  W.  Hill,  556 
Hartsville  Pike,  Gallatin,  TN  37066. 


YOUTH  AND/OR  CHILDREN’S  Director. 
Full-time  with  benefits;  salary  negotiable.  Re¬ 
sponsible  and  energetic.  UMC  background/ 
experience  helpful.  Send  resume  to:  FUMC- 
Port  Lavaca,  Dr.  Tim  Brewer,  814  N.  San  An¬ 
tonio  Street,  Port  Lavaca,  TX  77979-4901. 
(512)552-7434. 


DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES. 
Growing  2800-member  congregation  seeks  a 
person  capable  of  directing  youth  and  adult 
volunteers  toward  an  exciting  vision  of  com¬ 
mitment  to  Jesus  Christ.  A  record  of  success¬ 
ful  youth  work  and  a  theological  base 
consistent  with  the  United  Methodist  Church 
are  critical.  Salary  commensurate  with  experi¬ 
ence.  Send  resume  to:  Trinity  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  607  Airport  Road,  Huntsville,  AL 
35802,  attention:  Youth  Director  Search 
Committee.  


CANDLER  SCHOOL  OF  THEOLOGY, 
Emory  University,  invites  applications  for 
Director  of  Church  Ministries  Education, 
starting  August  1,  1995.  Position  involves  di¬ 
recting  Emory  Course  of  Study  School, 
School  for  New  Congregational  Develop- 
ment,  and  Candler's  Lay  Theology  Institute, 
Continuing  Education  Program,  and  Diaco- 
nal  Studies  Program.  Master  of  divinity  de¬ 
gree  or  equivalent  required;  must  be 
ordained  or  diaconal  United  Methodist  min¬ 
ister  with  at  least  two  years  experience  in 
similar  setting.  Send  applications  (including 
a  resume  and  three  references)  and  nomina¬ 
tions  to:  Dean  R.  Kevin  LaGree,  Candler 
School  of  Theology,  Emory  University,  At¬ 
lanta,  GA  30322.  Review  of  completed  appli- 
cations  begins  June  20,  1995.  Emory 
University  is  an  Equal  Employment  Oppor- 
tunity  and  Affirmative  Action  Employer. 


DIRECTOR  OF  COMMUNICATIONS:  This 
individual  will  direct  and  develop  a  compre¬ 
hensive  range  of  external  and  internal  com¬ 
munications.  Reporting  to  the  Chief 
Operating  Office,  the  ideal  candidate  will 
possess  5  years  of  communications  experi¬ 
ence,  including  staff  and  budget  manage¬ 
ment,  and  a  proven  track  record  of 
developing  strategies  that  address  the  needs 
of  customers,  stakeholders,  investors  and 
regulators.  Experience  within  the  financial 
services,  insurance  or  employee  benefits  is  a 
plus.  BS/BA  degree  required;  MBA  a  plus. 
Submit  resume  to:  Ruth  Yohanan,  General 
Board  of  Pension  and  Health  Benefits  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  1201  Davis 
Street,  Evanston.  IL  60201. 


CHALLENGING  UNIVERSITY  SETTING. 
Director  of  Program/Outreach  Ministries. 
First  UMC.  Commerce,  Texas  (one  hour  NE 
Dallas).  Full-time  staff  position.  600  +  mem¬ 
bers.  Exciting  possibilities:  ministries  with 
children,  youth,  college  students,  young  cou¬ 
ples,  single  adults,  senior  adults.  Salary  nego¬ 
tiable.  Resume:  1 709  Highway  50,  Commerce, 
TX  75428,  Attention:  Program  Director  Posi¬ 
tion  by  June  10. 


DIRECTOR  OF  HUMAN  RESOURCES:  This 
individual  plans,  directs  and  coordinates  the 
work  of  the  Human  Resources  Department, 
which  includes  responsibility  for  building  and 
grounds,  administrative  relations  and  purchas- 
ing.  In  this  highly  visible  role,  reporting  to  the 
General  Secretary,  this  individual  is  responsi¬ 
ble  for  all  personnel  related  issues.  A  success¬ 
ful  candidate  must  have  7-10  years  of  Human 
Resources  experience  and  have  the  capability 
to  take  the  lead  on  strategic  and  business  needs 
such  as  improving  organizational  effectiveness 
and  supporting  a  more  performance  oriented 
culture.  BS/BA  degree  required;  MBA  a  plus. 
Submit  resume  to:  Ruth  Yohanan,  General 
Board  of  Pension  and  Health  Benefits  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  1201  Davis  Street. 
Evanston,  IL  60201. 

DIACONAL  MINISTER  FOR  LAY  Ministry 
development/training  with  focus  on  children 
and  families.  A  full-time  position  with  a  new- 
ly  relocated  and  growing  congregation.  Send 
by  June  15.  The  Rev.  Dan  Morley,  St.  John's 
UMC,  1730  Kino,  Kingman,  AZ  86401.  (520) 
692-8828. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDREN  AND  FAMILY 
Ministries.  St.  Andrew  United  Methodist 
Church,  1401  Mira  Vista,  Plano,  TX  75093 
(northern  suburb  of  Dallasj.  Fast  growing 
2500-member  congregation  with  over  500  chil¬ 
dren.  Experience  required.  Contact:  Charles 
Stokes  at (214)  380-8001.  ! 

DIRECTOR  OF  EDUCATION/Programming: 
Church  of  3400  +  is  seeking  to  fill  a  full-time 
position.  Resumes,  references,  or  inquiries  to: 
Trinity  UMC,  3321  W.  Park  Row,  Arlington, 
TX  76013. 

YOUTH  AND  COLLEGE  AGE  MINISTRY. 

1 700-member  church,  university,  contempo¬ 
rary  and  traditional  needs  Youth/College  Di¬ 
rector.  Apply  to:  L.B.  Hall  (505)  526-6689  or 
Box  696,  Las  Cruces,  NM  88004. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN 
Education  and  Youth  Ministry  in  a  950-mem¬ 
ber  United  Methodist  congregation  located  in 
a  northern  suburb  of  Chicago.  Immediate  op¬ 
portunity  to  join  a  dynamic  staff  and  expand 
an  established  program  in  an  energetic  envi¬ 
ronment.  Salary  and  benefits  reflective  of  ex¬ 
perience  and  qualifications.  Please  send 
resume  to:  The  Rev.  Philip  Blackwell.  Trinity 
United  Methodist  Church,  1024  Lake  Avenue, 
Wilmette,  IL  60091.  (708)  251-7333.  j 

ISRAEL.  SEE  THE  HOLY  LAND.  Organize 

10  people  and  travel  free.  10  days/9  nights. 
Only  $  1 795.00  per  person.  (800)  334-4754. 

14-DAY  GREECE  AND  HOLYLAND  TOUR. 
Irresistible  price  from  $1825.  Departure  dates 
October  18  and  November  17,  1995  and  Feb¬ 
ruary  10  and  March  10  1996.  ALSO,  The  Sev¬ 
en  Churches  of  Asia  Minor  (Turkey)  8-day  tour 
only  $1399.  Departure  dates  November  4  and 
December  2,  1995.  For  brochures  call  Interna¬ 
tional  Travel/Study  (713)  397-2024. 

USED  ORGAN  NEEDED.  First  UMC,  San¬ 
derson,  TX  needs  a  good  used  organ.  Small  or¬ 
gan  fund  available.  Call  Cliff  McSparran 
(915)  345-2686.  | 

"DO  YOU  WANT  TO  ADOPT  A  BABY?’’ 
Methodist  Mission  Home/San  Antonio  now 
accepting  applications.  Texas  and  New  Mexico 
residents  call  (210)  696-7021  for  information. 

SMOKIE  MOUNTAINS  NEAR  LAKE  Juna- 
luska.  Affordable  efficiencies.  Incomparable 
view.  $190  per  week.  Mountain  View  Guest 
House,  P.O.  Box  1096.  Waynesville,  NC 
28786.(704)627-9507. 

WE  BUY  AND  SELL  CHURCH  VANS  and 

buses.  We  specialize  in  used  1 5  passenger  vans. 
Trinity  Transportation,  1-8OO-295-O390. 

SEE  THE  GREAT  PASSION  PLAY  in  Eureka 
Springs,  Ark.!  $31  pkg  for  groups  now  includes 
the  best  ($13.00)  tickets,  plus  lodging  and 
meals!  Where  one  call  does  it  all:  Keller's 
Country  Dorm  Resort.  (501)  253-8418. 

NO  ACCOMPANIST?  SING  YOUR  favorite 

hymns  in  worship  or  at  home.  Instrumental  ac- 
companiment  for  90  best  known  hymns  on  6- 
tape  cassette  sets.  Choose  piano  or  organ. 
Word  book  included,  but  can  be  used  with 
your  hymnal.  Makes  an  excellent  gift.  $38.95 
plus  shipping.  1-800-728-0573.  | 

CHURCH  SOFTWARE-  COMPLETE  finance 

and  membership  programs  for  United  Method¬ 
ist  Churches  under  $260.00.  GM  Church  Soft¬ 
ware,  P.O  Box  468,  Whitesboro,  TX 
76273-0468.  (800)  241-2624,  (903)  564-7946. 

Pennsylvania  1 1 -year-old  makes 
1,000  crosses  to  help  his  church 


By  MICHAEL  R.  STOTTS 

The  wide  smile  and  bright  eyes  of 
1 1 -year-old  Greg  Brier  are  outward 
signs  of  an  inner  enthusiasm  for  his 
faith. 

It’s  the  same  inner  enthusiasm 
that  energized  young  Greg  to  make 
1,000  crosses  in  a  personal  fund¬ 
raising  effort  to  help  his  church 
family  afford  a  new  building.  , 

The  crosses,  made  out  of  beads, 
were  Greg’s  labor  of  love  for  the 
church  that  has  become  his  second 
home  in  recent  years — the  Barrier- 
Free  Fellowship,  an  enthusiastic, 
young  United  Methodist  congrega¬ 
tion  in  Pulaski,  Pa. 

Greg  admits  that  his  project 
“took  a  lot  of  time  and  a  lot  of  ef¬ 
fort,”  but  the  smile  and  light  in  his 
eyes  tell  of  the  pleasure  it  gave  him. 

Not  only  did  he  make  the  crosses 
but  he  sold  them  as  well.  He  sold 
them  at  a  nearby  K-Mart  and  a  Gi¬ 
ant  Eagle,  and  many  saw  him  at  the 
church's  regional  Conference  in 
Grove  City,  Penn.,  last  year,  where 
he  sold  almost  $300  worth. 

Selling  the  crosses  for  $3  each  (or 
two  for  $5),  he  aimed  all  along  to 
help  his  church  as  much  as  he  can 
“to  get  a  new  building.”  The  Barri¬ 
er-Free  Fellowship,  one  of  the 
Western  Pennsylvania  conference’s 
newest  congregations,  meets  in  a 
temporary  structure  in  a  trailer 
park. 

Though  their  present  home  isn’t 
fancy,  the  congregation  has  been  an 
important  family  of  faith  for  Greg, 
according  to  Linda  Costal,  the 
church’s  volunteer  Program  Direc¬ 
tor. 

She  says  Greg  started  coming  to 
the  church  when  he  lived  in  the 
trailer  park. 

Greg,  the  oldest  of  four  children, 
has  two  family  members  with  dis¬ 
abilities,  so  the  support  he  received 
from  the  church  has  been  especially 
important.  He  has  always  attended 
on  his  own,  coming  on  the  bus 
when  his  family,  Ken  and  Roma 
Sipe  and  their  children,  moved 
from  the  trailer  park. 

“He’s  very  sensitive  to  the  Holy 
Spirit,”  says  Ms.  Costal.  He  knows 
the  books  of  the  Bible  and  “has 
read  about  one-third  of  the  Old  Tes¬ 
tament.”  The  Bible  he’s  reading  “he 
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Greg  Brier 

". . .  sensitive  to  the  Holy  Spirit" 

bought  for  a  quarter  at  one  of  our 
Christmas  sales,”  says  the  program 
director. 

The  good  news  for  the  Barrier 
Free  congregation  is  that  their 
church  is  full  of  such  enthusiastic 
youths.  Other  members  of  their 
youth  group  have  worked  hard  for 
the  church  they  love.  Attending 
their  Monday  evening  worship,  one 
can  see  why. 

Sweatshirts  and  sneakers  seem  to 
be  the  uniform  of  the  day.  In  the 
midst  of  the  hand-clapping,  singing, 
spirit-filled  service,  many  youths 
get  up  to  sing  solos  or  group  num¬ 


bers  to  the  accompaniment  of  re¬ 
corded  music. 

Their  pastor,  the  Rev.  Kevin  Rea, ; 
affirms  them  all  with  his  words  of 
faith,  love  and  personal  support. 

So  it  was  no  surprise  when,  as  a 
special  part  of  one  such  recent  ser¬ 
vice,  young  Greg  Brier  was  brought 
in  front  of  the  congregation  by  his  ’ 
pastor  to  be  honored  for  his  1,000- 
cross  achievement.  Honored  as 
“someone  who  has  worked  very 
hard”  for  his  church  family,  Greg 
was  presented  with  a  special  certifi¬ 
cate  by  Mr.  Rea. 

The  certificate  read,  “Certificate 
of  Achievement  Awarded  to  Greg 
Brier  for  making  1,000  crosses  in 
service  to  God  and  his  church.” 

At  the  same  service,  the  pastor 
announced  to  the  congregation  that 
there  was  a  good  possibility  they 
might  be  able  to  purchase  a  nearby 
vacant  store  for  their  new  church 
home. 

Whether  it’s  that  building  or 
some  other  new  location,  on  the  day 
the  Barrier-Free  church  finds  its 
new  home,  you  can  count  on  seeing 
a  big  smile  on  Greg  Brier’s  face.  ' 

Mr.  Stotts  is  editor  of  the  Western 
Pennsylvania  Conference  edition  of 
The  United  Methodist  Review,  a  sis¬ 
ter  publication  of  the  Reporter. 
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PBS  show  looks  at  'creation  science' 


By  THOMAS  W.  GOODHUE 

In  the  Beginning  .  .  .  The  Crea¬ 
tionist  Controversy  performs  a  pub¬ 
lic  service  by  exposing  how  the 
advocates  of  “scientific  creation¬ 
ism”  distort  science. 

Unfortunately,  this  PBS  program 
also  presents  a  distorted  picture  of 

Host  Randall 
Balmer  begins 
with  a  visit  to  the 
Institute  for  Cre¬ 
ation  Research, 
located  near  San 
Diego.  Here 
Duane  Gish  and 
other  proponents 
of  “scientific 
Randall  Balmer  creationism”  ad¬ 
mit  their  model  of  creation  is  not  a 
scientific  one  but  claim  it  is  “rea¬ 
sonable,”  not  contravening  known 
scientific  facts. 

Mr.  Gish  claims  that  “a  good  case 
can  be  made  that  the  Grand  Can¬ 
yon  was  formed  in  a  matter  of 
weeks  or  months" — but  is  unable  to 
offer  any  evidence  for  this  whatso¬ 
ever.  Mr.  Gish  attributes  everything 
from  crime,  drug  abuse  and  AIDS 
to  evolutionary  theory — again  with¬ 
out  evidence.  The  Institute  teaches 
that  there  were  no  carnivores  before 
the  creation  and  fall  of  Adam,  since 
flesh-eating  is  sinful. 

Despite  their  claims  that  theirs  is 
not  a  religious  doctrine — and  there¬ 
fore  should  be  taught  in  public 
schools— the  Institute’s  “museum” 
clearly  is  inspired  directly  by  Gene¬ 
sis. 

Moreover,  these  biblical  “literal- 
ists”  themselves  interpret  the  Scrip¬ 
tures  metaphorically.  They  say  the 
first  day’s  separation  of  light  and 
darkness  means  “the  creation  of 
space,”  for  example,  and  that  the 
second  day’s  dome  in  the  sky  was 
“the  creation  of  atmosphere.” 

To  scientists  and  most  biblical 
scholars  alike,  such  interpretations 
are  nonsense. 

Moreover,  Leonard  Krishtalka, 
curator  of  the  Carnegie  Museum  of 
Natural  History,  contends  that 
when  creationists  attempt  to  turn 
these  "wonderful  stories”  into  sci- 
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CH ICAGO — Students 
examine  the  skeleton 
of  a  dinosaur  at  the 
Field  Museum  of  Natu¬ 
ral  History.  Some  crea¬ 
tionists  speculate  that 
dinosaurs  were  de¬ 
stroyed  by  a  biblical 
flood.  The  beliefs  of 
some  proponents  of 
creation  science,  along 
with  a  refutation  by  a 
scientist  in  support  of 
the  theory  of  evolution, 
are  examined  in  a  PBS 
program,  "In  the  Be¬ 
ginning  . . .  The  Crea¬ 
tionist  Controversy" 
(see  related  story  at 
left). 
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ence,  they  rob  them  of  “the  power 
to  tell  us  about  life.” 

Duane  Gish,  though,  is  so  op¬ 
posed  to  anything  akin  to  evolution 
that  he  rejects  the  Big  Bang  theory 
as  “an  evolutionary  model  of  the 
history  of  the  universe.” 

The  irony  is  that  physicists  ex¬ 
ploring  the  Big  Bang  are  becoming 
believers,  speculating  that  a  prime¬ 
val  explosion  resulted  from  super¬ 
natural  creation  out  of  nothing. 

Dr.  Balmer  next  takes  us  to  Har¬ 
vard,  where  Stephen  Jay  Gould,  a 
leading  evolutionary  theorist,  suc¬ 
cinctly  demolishes  the  arguments  of 
Mr.  Gish  and  company. 

To  say  that  evolution  is  “only  a 
theory,"  Dr.  Gould  argues,  distorts 
the  vital  role  theory  plays  in  the  de¬ 
velopment  science.  Moreover,  evo¬ 
lution  is  as  well  proven  as  anything 
we  know.  From  bacterial  resistance 


to  antibiotics  to  moths’  adaptation 
to  industrial  soot  in  England,  evolu¬ 
tion  can  be  seen  within  our  own 
lifetimes. 

It  is  ludicrous  to  claim  that  no 
“transitional  forms”  have  been 
found  between  species,  Dr.  Gould 
insists,  pointing  to  recent  discover¬ 
ies  which  allow  us  to  trace  the  evo¬ 
lution  of  reptiles  into  mammals,  the 
return  of  land  mammals  to  the  sea, 
and  the  evolution  of  our  human  an¬ 
cestors. 

Unfortunately,  Dr.  Balmer  never 
asks  about  the  role  religion  has 
played  in  the  lives  of  many  scien¬ 
tists.  Dr.  Gould,  who  says  he  is  not 
a  religious  person  himself,  has  writ¬ 
ten  eloquently  about  truly  scientific 
believers  such  as  William  Buckland 
whose  beliefs  have  helped  them  ad¬ 
vance  natural  science. 

Furthermore,  by  focusing  only  on 
fundamentalists’  views  on  faith  and 
evolution;  the  program  neglects  the 
most  serious  challenges  to.  evolu¬ 
tionary  theory.  This  additional 
viewpoint  could  have  been  repre¬ 


sented  by  such  questions  as: 

■  Could  the  gaps  in  the  fossil  rec¬ 
ord  be  the  result  of  divine  interven¬ 
tion  in  the  process  of  evolution? 

■  How  could  mutations  which 
provide  no  immediate  survival  ad¬ 
vantage  have  persisted  without  the 
assistance  of  a  Creator? 

■  How  can  natural  science,  which 
is  predisposed  to  seek  naturalistic 
explanations,  fairly  evaluate  the 
possibility  of  supernatural  guid¬ 
ance? 

■  How  can  science,  dealing  only 
with  measurable,  material  reality, 
explore  the  possibility  of  another 
reality? 

In  the  Beginning  .  .  .  The  Crea¬ 
tionist  Controversy  is  far  from  a 
flawless  documentary  but  is  worth 
watching  nonetheless.  It  can  be  seen 
at  10  p.m.  (EDT)  May  30  and  31  on 
most  public  television  stations,  but 
check  local  listings. 

Mr.  Goodhue  is  pastor  of  Bay 
Shore  United  Methodist  Church  on 
Long  Island  and  frequently  reviews 
television  for  the  Reporter. 


Author  Fulghum:  Sage  or  mundane  minister ? 


"More  than  anything  else,  those  everyday  rituals 
are  an  affirmation  of  what  you  are." 

— Author  Robert  Fulghum 


By  CLINT  O'CONNOR 

Religion  News  Service 

“What  do  you  do?” 

“I’m  a  philosopher.” 

“You  don’t  look  Greek.” 

So  goes  the  common  refrain  for 
Robert  Fulghum,  the  author-teach¬ 
er- painter- minister-houseboat 
dweller  from  Seattle. 

“You  don’t  have  to  be  a  4th-cen- 
tury  Greek  wearing  a  toga  to  do 
what  1  do,”  he  says. 

What  he  does  is  sell  books.  Lots 
of  them. 

Since  the  publication  of  All  I 
Really  Need  to  Know  I  Learned  in 
Kindergarten  in  1988,  Mr.  Fulghum 
has  conquered  the  world’s  best-sell¬ 
er  lists.  There  are  now  14  million  of 
his  books  in  print  in  93  countries. 

Inspiration  or  humor? 

You’ll  find  his  work — including 
It  Was  on  Fire  When  I  Lay  Down 
on  It.  Uh-Oh  and  Maybe.  Maybe 


Religion  News  Service 

In  From  Beginning  to  End.  Rob¬ 
ert  Fulghum  is  both  exposed  and 
guarded. 

Although  he  devotes  only  one  line 
to  his  first  marriage,  he  reveals  that 
when  he  was  20  and  engaged  to  his 
first  wife,  they  gave  up  a  daughter 
for  adoption. 

“The  birth  of  our  daughter  and  the 
relinquishment  of  her  were  soul-sear¬ 
ing  experiences,”  he  writes.  “It  was  a 


Not — at  the  library  in  the  philoso¬ 
phy  section.  Bookstores  may  shelve 
him  differently:  Self-Help,  Inspira¬ 
tional,  Humor. 

It  is  the  last  category  that  rankles. 

“If  you  dare  to  have  a  sense  of 
humor,  they  cast  you  aside  to  the 
Humor  Section,”  he  says. 

Mr.  Fulghum  once  countered  this 
particular  form  of  labeling  by 
switching  the  Philosophy  sign  with 
the  Humor  sign  at  a  Seattle  book¬ 
store,  and  coming  back  weeks  later 
to  see  the  sections  still  mischievous¬ 
ly  mismarked. 

“The  most  accurate  would  be  to 
put  me  somewhere  in  autobiograph¬ 
ical  essays,"  he  suggests.  "But  pub¬ 
lishers  want  me  to  be  up  front  with 


death.  Her  mother  and  I  buried  all 
our  feelings — never  sorting  them  out 
between  us,  even  to  this  day." 

The  eventual  discovery  of  and  re¬ 
unification  with  that  long-unseen 
daughter,  now  37  and  a  college  profes¬ 
sor  in  Alaska,  is  shared  in  the  book: 

“At  the  end  of  her  first  visit, 
when  we  were  parting  and  at  a  loss 
for  words  and  unwilling  to  say 
goodbye,  she  took  a  piece  of  paper 
off  my  desk,  placed  my  hand  on  it, 
and  drew  around  my  hand  and  fin- 


Self-Help.” 

He  is  promoting  his  latest  book. 
From  Beginning  to  End:  The  Ritu¬ 
als  of  Our  Lives  (Villard;  $20).  Soon 
there’ll  be  Good  Morning.  America 
and  Oprah,  but  for  now  the  endless 
interviews  have  yet  to  overwhelm. 

“I  try  to  keep  as  sane  as  possi¬ 
ble,”  says  Mr.  Fulghum.  “I  always 
try  to  schedule  days  off  and  build  in 
time  for  exercise  or  trying  to  do  the 
art  museum.” 

Glides  between  topics 

The  gray-haired,  gray-bearded 
Mr.  Fulghum,  57,  glides  easily  be¬ 
tween  topics.  The  Unitarian  minis¬ 
ter,  father  of  four,  grandfather  of 
three,  has  grown  accustomed  to 


gers  with  a  pen.  Silently,  she  gave 
me  the  pen,  and  1  placed  her  hand 
on  top  of  the  outline  of  my  hand 
and  drew  hers.  We  put  our  initials 
side  by  side,  dated  the  drawing, 
hugged  each  other,  smiled,  laughed, 
cried,  and  she  was  gone — back  to 
her  parents,  her  home,  her  life.” 

Mr.  Fulghum  realizes  the  “rest  of 
the  story  will  be  unfolding  for  a  long 
time  to  come." 

“Relationships,”  he  writes,  “al¬ 
ways  take  time.  Always.” 


traveling  the  country,  speaking  to 
conferences  and  conventions,  shar¬ 
ing  his  insights. 

His  fans  enjoy  his  folksy  conver¬ 
sational  writing  style,  his  homespun 
homilies.  Critics  bemoan  the  fact 
that  he  offers  so  many  bumper- 
sticker  observances  of  the  seeming¬ 
ly  obvious,  a  kind  of  mass-market 
minister  of  the  mundane. 

But  obviously  the  followers  out¬ 
number  the  detractors. 

Mr.  Fulghum  says  he  is  careful 
not  to  preach:  “I’m  very  wary  of  the 
guru  racket.  I  don’t  tell  people  what 
to  do." 

This  is  true  in  his  new  book.  He 
doesn’t  tell  what  rituals  one  should 
have;  he  simply  shares  stories  and 
points  the  reader  in  the  direction  of 
meaningful  interpretation. 

He  says  the  book  grew  out  of  hun¬ 
dreds  of  letters  received  from  folks 
asking  about  appropriate  prayers 
and  ceremonies  to  accompany  life’s 
larger  occasions:  birth,  death,  mar¬ 
riage. 

Mr.  Fulghum  focuses  on  those 
and  more,  proving  that  he  can  take 
anything — brushing  your  teeth, 
walking  your  dog — and  find  the  sa¬ 
cred. 

“Don’t  miss  what’s  right  in  front 
of  your  face,”  he  says.  “Your  habits 
are  worthy  of  respect.” 

Driving  to  work,  for  example. 

“Riding  to  work  alone  in  the 
morning  is  the  only  solitude  a  lot  of 
us  have,”  he  says.  “Some  may  sing, 
take  in  the  weather,  just  think  out 
loud.” 


New  book  details  reunion  with  daughter 


Best-sellers  range  from  God's  biography  to  soulful  chicken  soup 


This  list  is  compiled  by  Pub¬ 
lishers  Weekly  magazine  from 
data  received  from  general  inde¬ 
pendent  bookstores,  chain  stores 
and  wholesalers  within  the 
month  of  April. 

Hardcover 

1.  From  Beginning  to  End.  by 
Robert  Fulghum.  (Villard,  $20) 

2.  God:  A  Biography,  by  Jack 
Miles.  (Knopf,  $27.50) 

3.  Crossing  the  Threshold  of  Hope. 
by  John  Paul  II.  (Knopf,  $20) 

4.  Welcome  Holy  Spirit,  by  Benny 
Hinn.  (Thomas  Nelson,  $16.99) 

5.  Illuminata,  by  Marianne  Wil¬ 


liamson.  (Random  House,  $20) 

6.  Joshua  and  the  City,  by  Joseph 
Girzone.  (Doubleday,  $  1 7.95) 

7.  Who  Killed  Je¬ 
sus?  by  John  Dom- 
inic  Crossan. 

(Harper  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  $23) 

8.  Boundaries, 
by  Henry  Cloud. 

(Zondervan, 

$17.99) 

9.  When  God  I 
Doesn’t  Make I 
Sense,  by  James  Dobson.  (Tyndale, 
$17.99) 

10.  Pope  John  Paul  11,  by  Tad 


Szulc.  (Scribner/Lisa  Drew,  $27.50) 

Paperback 

1 .  Chicken  Soup  for  the  Soul,  edit¬ 
ed  by  Jack  Canfield  and  Mark  Han¬ 
sen.  (Health  Communications,  $12) 

2.  History  of  God,  by  Karen  Arm¬ 
strong.  (Ballantine,  $14) 

3.  2nd  Helping  of  Chicken  Soup, 
edited  by  Jack  Canfield  and  Mark 
Hansen.  (Health  Communications, 
$12.95) 

4.  Mere  Christianity,  by  C.S.  Lew¬ 
is.  (Macmillan,  $3.95) 

5.  The  Gospel  of  Life,  by  John  Paul 
II.  (Times  Books,  $9) 

6.  The  Screwtape  Letters,  by  C.S. 


Lewis.  (Macmillan,  $2.95) 

7.  The  Bluebird  and  the  Sparrow, 
by  Janette  Oke.  (Bethany  House, 
$8.99) 

8.  Care  of  the 
Soul,  by  Thomas 
Moore.  (Harper- 
Perennial,  $12) 

9.  Where  Angels 
Walk,  by  Joan  W. 

Anderson.  (Ballan¬ 
tine,  $10) 

10.  Stick  a  Gera¬ 
nium  in  Your  Hat 
...  by  Barbara 
Johnson.  (Word,  $9.99) 


Book  teaches  prayer 
to  be  present  to  God 


By  LONNI  COLLINS  PRATT 

The  focus  in  Intimacy  with  God  is 
on  Centering  Prayer,  which  some 
might  consider  just  another  prayer 
method. 

However,  woven  throughout  the 
book  is  the  message  that  God  is 
ever-present  to  us,  yet  we  tend  not 
to  be  ever-present  to  God.  The  fact 
of  our  birth  is  a  summons  into  the 
presence  of  God,  Mr.  Keating  sug¬ 
gests,  and  growth  in  the  presence  of 
God  unfolds  a  right  perception  of 
reality. 

Mr.  Keating  presents  not  just  a 
system  for  centering  prayer,  he  cov¬ 
ers  the  theological  basis  also: 

“Centering  Prayer  comes  out  of 
the  life  of  God  moving  within  us. 
Hence  it  is  Trinitarian  in  its  source. 
Its  focus  is  Christological.  It  estab¬ 
lishes  us  in  a  deepening  relationship 
with  Christ  ...  it  bonds  us  with  ev¬ 
eryone  else  in  the  Mystical  Body  of 
Christ  and  indeed  with  the  whole 
human  family.  There  is  really  no 
such  thing  as  private  prayer.” 

With  careful  attention  to  details 
and  a  thorough  knowledge  of  hu¬ 
man  fear  Mr.  Keating  covers  the 
Christian  contemplative/meditative 
tradition.  He  takes  time  to  release 
his  readers  from  fears. 

Realizing  that  the  Western  model 
of  spirituality  involves  “self-out- 
side-of-God”  he  shows  how  this 
process  has  produced  caricatures  of 
God  instead  of  holy  images.  Since 
Centering  Prayer  involves  the  sur¬ 
render  of  images  and  words,  it  is 
helpful  in  getting  rid  of  God-carica- 


Review 


Intimacy  With  God  by  Thomas 
Keating  (Crossroad,  1994)  168 
pages,  $14.95. 


tures. 

This  book  isn’t  for  everyone. 
Those  who  feel  like  they  have  hit  a 
ceiling  in  their  prayer  life  will  find 
it  helpful.  Those  who  are  working 
with  a  spiritual  director  will  want  to 
go  over  this  material  with  their 
mentor.  Those  who  feel  drawn  to¬ 
ward  contemplation  will  repeatedly 
turn  to  this  slim  volume. 

Centering  Prayer  has  enabled 
many  Christians  toward  a  more 
contemplative  spirituality.  Mr. 
Keating  presents  Centering  Prayer 
as  not  only  a  way  to  commune  with 
God,  but  also  to  be  radically  trans¬ 
formed. 

Anyone  interested  in  Centering 
Prayer  will  find  this  a  good  place  to 
start.  Thomas  Keating  is  a  Cister¬ 
cian  monk  who  resides  in  Snow 
Mass,  Colo.  He’s  world  renowned  for 
conferences  on  Centering  Prayer. 

Seekers  also  will  find  the  work  of 
Basil  Pennington  (also  a  Cistercian) 
helpful.  Mr.  Keating  and  Mr.  Pen¬ 
nington  tend  to  rely  heavily  on  one 
another’s  work.  Thousands  of  Prot¬ 
estants  have  found  their  writings 
immensely  helpful  in  spiritual  for¬ 
mation. 

Ms.  Collins  Pratt  is  a  free-lance 
writer  in  Lapeer,  Mich. 


Christian  counselor  gives 
'honor'  a  new  meaning 


By  CAROLYN  ROSS  TOMLIN 

In  Family  Ties  Don’t  Have  to 
Bind:  How  to  Love,  Care  for.  Toler¬ 
ate.  Forgive.  Endure,  and  Make 
Peace  with  the  People  Who  Raised 
You .  Dr.  James  Osterhaus  looks  at 
complex  family  problems.  He  ap¬ 
plies  Scripture  and  psychological 
principles  as  he  helps  adult  children 
face  difficult  situations. 

As  a  Christian  family  counselor 
and  a  licensed  clinical  psychologist. 
Dr.  Osterhaus  works  with  countless 
adults  to  improve  relationships 
with  parents,  in-laws,  and  children. 
He  raises  the  question:  How  do  you 
obey  someone  who  is  not  worthy? 
An  addict?  A  parent  who  is  more 
like  a  stranger? 

Dr.  Osterhaus  uses  case  studies 
and  anecdotes  gathered  from  25 
years  of  counseling  experience.  For 
example,  he  shows  how  Christian 
adults,  wanting  to  obey,  wrestle 
with  this  commandment  of  God.  A 
sample  includes: 

■  Linda,  in  her  40s,  who  was  sex¬ 
ually  abused  by  her  father  and  older 
brother  from  age  10  to  age  15.  Her 
father  used  Linda  to  help  leach  her 
brother  the  facts  of  life.  Mother  re¬ 
fused  to  admit  this  happened. 
Should  she  honor  her  parents? 

■  Sandra,  a  42-year-old  widow 
and  the  mother  of  two,  allowed  her 
parents  to  manipulate  her  life.  The 
father  still  hits  her  as  he  did  when 
she  was  a  child.  The  mother  still 
makes  demands  on  her  time  by  fak¬ 
ing  heart  problems.  Could  she  hon- 


Review 


Family  Ties  Don't  Have  to  Bind 
by  lames  Osterhaus  (Nashville: 
Thomas  Nelson,  1994). 


or  her  father  and  mother? 

■  Don,  22,  brings  home  a  girl  to 
introduce  to  his  mother.  Every  time 
the  same  thing  happens:  Mom,  a 
widow,  clings  to  her  only  child  for 
all  her  emotional  support.  In  reali¬ 
ty,  it’s  the  appearance  of  a  pseudo¬ 
marriage.  Can  he  continue  to  honor 
his  mother,  yet  mature  into  a 
healthy  adult-parent  relationship? 

Dr.  Osterhaus  says,  “The  Bible 
contains  the  same  family  dynamics 
1  deal  with  in  my  counseling  prac¬ 
tice  every  day.  Clearly,  disordered 
families  have  been  around  as  long 
as  there  have  been  families." 

The  author  points  out  that  as  a 
Christian  we  should  honor  our  fa¬ 
ther  and  mother,  but  “honor  is  a 
gift  given  freely.”  Love  is  not  a  feel¬ 
ing— but  a  matter  of  attitude  and 
choice.” 

In  Family  Ties  Don't  Have  to 
Bind.  Dr.  Osterhaus  gives  new 
meaning  to  the  term  "honor.”  With 
his  scriptural  and  psychological  in¬ 
sight,  he  answers  questions  that 
help  the  reader  strengthen  the  fam¬ 
ily  bond  as  you  loosen  the  family 
ties. 

Ms.  Tomlin  is  a  free-lance  writer 
in  lackson,  Tenn. 


Methodist  lay  preacher 
credited  as  hymn's  writer 


Hail,  thou  once  despised  Jesus! 

Hail,  thou  Galilean  King! 

Thou  didst  suffer  to  release  us: 

Thou  didst  free  salvation  bring. 

Hail,  thou  universal  Savior. 

Who  has  borne  our  sin  and  shame! 
By  thy  merits  we  find  favor: 

Life  is  given  through  thy  name. 

By  WILLIAM ).  REYNOLDS 

While  there  are  those  who  ques¬ 
tion  the  authorship  of  the  hymn,  it  is 
usually  attributed  to  John  Bakewell, 
one  of  the  earliest  of  John  Wesley’s 
lay  preachers.  Bom  in  1 72 1 ,  he  began 
preaching  in  1744,  the  year  of  the 
Methodist  conference.  He  moved  to 
London  to  assist  Wesley. 

The  earliest  version  of  the  hymn  is 
found  in  a  small  pamphlet  of  hymns 
published  in  1757.  The  identification 
of  the  author  of  the  hymn  or  the  com¬ 
piler  of  the  collection  is  unknown. 

Three  years  later  it  was  attributed 
to  Bakewell  and  an  expanded  form  of 
the  hymn  appeared  in  Martin  Ma- 
dan’s  Psalms  and  Hymns.  Other  at¬ 
tempts  at  alteration  were  made,  but 
the  version  in  Madan’s  collection  is 
found  in  most  hymnals  today. 

For  a  number  of  years,  Bakewell 
was  in  charge  of  the  Greenwich 
Royal  Park  Academy.  Among  his 


History 
of  hymns 

many  close  friends  was  Thomas  Ol¬ 
ivers,  and  it  was  in  Bakewell’s  home 
that  Olivers  wrote  “The  God  of 
Abraham  Praise.” 

NEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN: 

"Holy  Spirit ,  Truth  Divine " 

Poem  of  the  week 

Work  in  Progress 

The  waves 
meet  the  shore 
unceasingly 
sometimes  with 
caressing  gentleness 
sometimes  with 
imperative  intensity  . . . 

The  land  alters  imperceptively 
with  rocks  becoming  sand 
and  inlets  becoming  bays; 

The  ocean 
of  God’s  Love, 
similarly  fathomless, 
unwearyingly 
tempers 
my  heart. 

— POMYANNA  SEDZIOL 
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The  Essence  of 
Faithful  Ministry 

As  I  visited  with  a  pastor  who  was 
rather  discouraged,  the  story  came  out 
piece  by  piece  He  was  in  a  church  where 
he  didn’t  want  to  be  serving  people  he  did¬ 
n’t  want  to  serve. 

The  pastor  was  a  theological  idealist 
who  was  clear  about  how  the  church 
should  function.  The  problem  was,  the 
congregation  did  not  fit  into  the  pastor's 
neat  categories.  As  we  talked,  I  was 
reminded  of  an  old  saying,  “I  love  people,  it  is  individuals  I  just  can’t 
stand."  A  minister  friend  has  sent  me  a  book  which  speaks  to  this  very 
issue.  1  found  Eugene  Peterson's  book  Under  the  Unpredictable  Plant 
very  helpful  in  my  own  frustrations  with  ministry. 

The  author  tells  of  his  excitement  in  organizing  a  new  local  church 
when  he  was  just  out  of  seminary.  He  knew  that  this  church  would  be 
different  because  it  would  begin  on  a  solid  theological  and  missional 
foundation.  Peterson  says  that  it  did  not  take  him  very  long  to  find 
himself  mired  in  trivia.  His  members  were  in  trouble,  sick  with  illu¬ 
sions,  inconsistent,  bored,  and  had  many  personal  problems.  They 
were  made  up  of  persons  who  were  superficially  religious  with  half¬ 
hearted  faith  and  who  were  "God  drifters."  He  said  he  was  reminded 
of  the  time  David  was  thrown  out  of  King  Saul’s  court  and  went  in 
exile  to  the  wilderness.  There,  “all  the  worthless  and  discontent  fel¬ 
lows  of  Israel  joined  him.”  (I  Sam.  22:2;  Peterson’s  translation.) 

The  author  says  that  his  ministry  really  did  not  begin  until  he  faced 
the  fact  that  these  were  the  people  to  whom  he  was  pastor,  and  that  he 
was  as  mixed  up  and  confused  in  as  many  ways  as  they  were. 


On  Thursday,  June  8,  about  noon,  the  25th  session  of  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference  will  conclude  with  a  fixing  of  appointments  to  476 
congregations.  1  urge  every  lay  person  to  pray  for  your  pastor  as  he  or 
she  begins  a  new  conference  year,  and  every  pastor  affirm  that  your 
congregation  is  made  up  of  the  persons  to  whom  God  has  called  you  to 
serve. 


L.  Crump 


White 


A.  Crump 


Louisiana  Laity 
“A  Ministry  of  Caring” 


The  theme  for  laity  this  annual  con¬ 
ference  will  be  “A  Ministry  of  Caring." 
All  interested  laity  are  invited  to  be  in 
attendance  on  Monday,  June  5,  3:00 
p.m.  at  Centenary’s  Gold  Dome  when 
Conference  Chairperson  of  Lay 
Speaking  Ministry,  Dr.  Anita  H. 
Crump,  will  preside  over  the  Laity 
Gathering.  At  this  session  laypersons 
aspiring  to  be  elected  delegates  to  the 
General  and  Jurisdictional  Conferences 
will  be  introduced.  Program  partici¬ 
pants  in  the  laity  session  include:  O. 
Fred  Loy,  Conference  Lay  Leader;  Paul 
D.  White;  Connie  Breaux.  Bob  Sides, 
Willie  Packer.  Mayor  Ned  Randolph  of 
Alexandria  and  the  Cornerstone  Trio  of 
New  Orleans. 

Other  activities  scheduled  for  annual 
conference  include  the  Laity  Breakfast 
on  Tuesday,  June  6,  at  7:00  a.m.  in  the 
South  Cafeteria  of  Centenary  College. 
The  speaker  for  this  breakfast  will  be 
Mrs.  Joanne  Lyles  White,  who  is  a  ded¬ 
icated  and  involved  Director  of  Lay 
Speaking  Ministry  from  the  Alexandria 
District.  Mrs.  White  is  a  member  of 
FUMC,  Alexandria  and  has  been 


involved  in  programs  such  as  Angel 
Care,  Sheperds  Center,  Womens  Prison 
Ministries,  as  well  as  many  conference 
duties. 

Mr.  Leroy  Crump,  Associate 
Conference  Lay  Leader,  will  preside 
over  the  breakfast.  Other  program  par¬ 
ticipants  include:  Freddie  L.  Banks, 
Brianne  Fluke,  Ray  Owens  and  Richard 
Tumipseed. 

Tickets  for  the  Laity  Breakfast  are 
$6.00  and  are  available  from  District 
Lay  Leaders  at  Pre-Conference 
Training  Sessions.  Proceeds  from  this 
breakfast  will  go  to  the 
Daughenbaugh/Matheny  Scholarship 
Fund. 

Finally,  the  Board  of  Laity  invites 
everyone  to  the  Hargrove  Memorial 
Theater  on  the  Centenary  Campus  each 
morning  at  6:45  a.m.,  Tuesday,  June  6 
through  Thursday,  June  8,  for  a  sunrise 
devotional  service.  Come  join  together 
with  fellow  members  to  begin  each  day 
with  prayer  and  song,  it’s  a  great  way 
to  begin  your  day  at  conference. 

Louisiana  Laity  are  eager  to  serve! 


THE  CONFERENCE 


Hanger  Featured  at  First,  BR 

First  UMC.  Baton  Rouge  will  present  a 
weekend  with  nationally  known  jazz  musi¬ 
cian  and  contemporary  theologian  Howard 
Hanger.  June  2-4,  1995,  The  schedule  is: 
Friday,  June  2 
6:00  pm  Dinner 

7:00  pm  Concert 

Saturday,  June  3 
9:00  am  -  1 1 :00  am 
Seminar  on  contemporary  worship 
Sunday,  June  4 

8:30  am  Worship  Service 

1 1 :00  am  Worship  Service 

Howard  will  be  joined  by  Earl  Hefley 
on  flute,  clarinet  and  saxophone,  during  the 
Friday  night  concert.  Both  Hanger  and 


Hefley  will  lead  Sunday  worship  featuring 
their  special  music  and  unique  approach  to 
proclaiming  the  Gospel. 

Hanger  is  a  United  Methodist  Minister 
who  leads  an  experimental  worship  com¬ 
munity  known  as  Jubilee!  Community  in 
Asheville,  NC.  The  Howard  Hanger  Jazz 
Fantasy  is  on  tour  three  months  of  the  year 
in  classrooms  and  school  auditoriums 
throughout  the  United  States.  He  will  be 
the  Songleader  June  5-8  at  the  25th  Session 
of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference. 

First  UMC  extends  a  warm  welcome  to 
all  who  wish  to  hear  and  learn  from 
Howard  Hanger  in  this  spectacular  opportu¬ 
nity.  For  further  information  call  383-4777. 


“Out  of  the  Eye  of  the  Storm” 

Love  and  Mission  continue  at  Sager  -Brown 


“1  needed  clothes  and  you 
clothed  me,  I  was  sick  and  you 
looked  after  me,  I  was  in  prison 
and  you  came  to  visit  me.  ” 
Matthew  25:36 

An  exciting  celebration  took 
place  at  Sager-Brown  Center  for 
Enabling  Ministries  on  May  18. 
Ground  was  broken  for  a  48,000 
square  foot  depot.  The  depot  will 
be  a  collecting  center  for  over-seas 
missions  and  disaster  response. 
Many  local  officials  and  ministers 
were  in  attendance,  including  Rev. 
Terry  Willis,  the  Mayor  Wayne 
Breaux  of  Baldwin,  and  members 
of  the  Town  Council. 

The  warehouse  was  designed  by 
Robert  Schoeffler  of  Schoeffler  & 
Bourdier  and  will  be  built  under 
the  supervision  of  contractor  Ken 
Fuselier  of  Master  Builders. 
Center  director,  Sarah  Schoeffler 
said  the  warehouse  is  scheduled  to 
be  finished  in  October  1995.  The 
building  will  be  dedicated  on 
October  6,  1995  as  a  part  of  the 
National  and  International 
Disasters  Coordinators  Conference 
which  will  be  meeting  at  Sager- 
Brown. 

This  continued  mission  is  a 
reflection  of  the  theme  of  our 
upcoming  annual  conference. 


Annual  Luncheon 
Wednesday,  June  7 

The  Annual  Luncheon  for  the 
United  Methodist  Men  will  be  held  on 
Wednesday,  June  7,  1995  at  12:30 
p.m.,  in  the  South  Cafeteria  at 
Centenary  College.  The  featured 
speaker  will  be  Allen  Brown,  former 
Director  of  United  Methodist  Men 
Men’s  Division,  General  Board  of 
Discipleship.  Mr.  Brown,  who  is  from 
New  Orleans,  developed  resources  for 
use  in  men’s  ministry  and  was  the  edi¬ 
tor  of  “Men’s  News”.  Special  Music 
will  be  provided  by  Lee  Cooke, 
Director  of  Music  at  Asbury  in 
Lafayette,  who  will  be  accompanied  by 
Gaynelle  Lormand. 

Tickets  for  this  event  will  be  $8.00 
and  can  be  purchased  at  registration 
and  at  the  Gold  Dome.  Everyone  is 
invited  to  attend. 


Allen  Brown 

former  Director  of 
United  Methodist 
Men  Men’s  Division 
at  1995 


IN  MEMORIAM 

Victoria  Green 

We  express  our  sympathy  to  the 
family  of  Victoria  Greene,  who  died 
February  9.  She  was  the  surviving 
spouse  of  Rev.  Clarence  Greene. 

Mrs.  Greene  is  not  survived  by 
any  children. 

Stephen  P.  Carter  (correction) 

In  our  memorial  to  The  Rev. 
Stephen  P.  Carter  on  May  19th,  we 
failed  to  name  all  the  survivors.  We 
would  like  to  acknowledge  the  remain¬ 
ing  surviors  of  Rev.  Carter  at  this  time. 
They  are  his  parents.  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Paul  Carter  of  Shreveport;  a  grand¬ 
daughter,  Tabitha  Bristcr;  a  brother. 
Mr.  Mark  Carter;  a  sister,  Mrs.  Diana 
Ladmirault;  two  grandmothers, Mrs. 
Fredna  Akin  and  Mrs.  Evelyn 
Compton.  LUM  would  like  to  apolo¬ 
gize  for  this  oversight. 


"United  By  Love.”  The  min¬ 
istry.  which  literally  began 
out  of  the  needs  brougt  about 
by  Hurricane  Andrew,  has 
blessed  many  people  not  only 
in  the  Baldwin/Franklin  area, 
but  in  our  conference  and  our 
country.  “The  Lord  has 
opened  up  a  great  ’hands-on’ 
mission  opportunity  for  this 
conference.  He  has  provided 
us  with  the  means  to  bless 
and  be  blessed”,  said  Sarah 
Schoeffler,  center  director. 
"Wherever  the  church  goes 
we  can  respond  through 
Sager-Brown  to  those 
needs.” 

The  center  reopened  in 
1992  after  being  closed  for 
15  years.  It  originally 
opened  in  1867  and  has 
served  as  an  orphan  home  and 
skills  school.  Sager-Brown  is  not 
only  providing  a  place  for  disaster 
response  and  over-seas  mission  it 
is  also  home  to  programs  for  nurs¬ 
ing  assistants,  carpenters  and  will 
sponsor  a  summer  program  for 
area  youth.  The  center  continues 
to  bring  in  Methodists  from  all 
over  the  U.S.  to  work  on  substan¬ 
dard  housing.  One  of  its  latest 
projects  is  repacking  and  sending 
out  medical  supplies  for  Cuba. 


This  work  is  being  done  by  a 
Volunteers  in  Mission  Group  from 
Illinois.  Schoeffler  stated  hun¬ 
dreds  even  thousands  more  volun¬ 
teers  will  be  needed  to  work  in  the 
depot  once  it  is  completed. 

If  you  or  your  church  group  is 
interested  in  setting  up  a  time  to 
work  at  Sager-Brown  please  call 
Sarah  Schoeffler  at  (318)923-6238 
or  (318)923-4339.  Volunteers  are 
still  needed  for  flood  relief  in  the 
New  Orleans,  Slidell,  and  Oakdale 
areas. 


VOLUNTEERS 
STILL  NEEDED 

for  disaster  relief  in: 
New  Orleans  Area 
Slidell 
Oakdale 

Please  call  Sager-Brown,  Sarah 
Schoeffler  (318)923-4339  to  obtain 
further  information. 


SPECIAL  CONFERENCE  EVENTS 

MONDAY.  JUNE  5.  1995 

8:00  a.m.  Conference  Registration.  Moore  Student  Center  (the  SUB),  Centenary  College  campus. 

Registration  will  end  at  noon  on  Monday  and  begin  at  8:00  on  Tuesday. 

1:30  p  m.  UNITED  IN  SPIRIT:  Service  of  Memorial  and  Holy  Communion.  Gold  Dome. 

Centenary  College,  Celebrant  -  Bishop  William  B.  Oden.  Co-celebrants  -  Guest  Bishops. 

Preacher  -  Dr.  John  M.  Lee,  Special  Music  -  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Monroe, 

Brass  &  Vocal  Choirs,  Mr.  Kem  Alexander.  Director 
5:15  p.m.  Centenary  Clergy  Alumni  Dinner,  South  Cafeteria.  Centenary  College 
5:30  p.m.  Young  Adults  Ministry  Banquet.  Centenary  Room.  Centenary  Cafeteria 
5:30  p.m.  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry  Gathering  and  Sharing  Event  for  All  Ministerial  Candidates  in 
Seminary  and  in  Post  Academic  Programs,  Members  of  the  Committee  on  Training  and 
Orders,  and  All  Spouses.  St.  Luke's  Church 
Evening  Worship  Service,  First  United  Methodist  Church 

7:00  p.m.  Pre-Service  Music.  Conference  Youth  Choir.  Mr.  Lee  Cooke.  Director 

7:30  p.m.  UNITED  IN  SERVICE.  Preacher  -  Bishop  J.  Woodrow  Hearn,  Texas  Conference 

TUESDAY.  JUNE  6.  1995 

6:45  a.m.  Sunrise  Devotional  Service.  Board  of  Laity,  Hargrove  Memorial  Theater,  Centenary 
College  Campus 

7:00  a.m.  Cursillo  Breakfast,  Broadmoor  Church 

7:00  a.m.  Board  of  Laity  Breakfast,  South  Cafeteria,  Centenary  College 

8:00  a.m.  Conference  Registration.  Gold  Dome  (upper  level).  Registration  will  end  at  noon  at  begin  again  at  1 :30  pm 

8:15  a.m  Morning  Bible  Study.  Gold  Dome,  Devotional  Leader  -  Dr  William  B  Mallard.  Song 

Leader  -  Rev.  Howard  Hanger 
1 1:45  a.m.  Retired  Ministers*  Luncheon,  Noel  Church 

1 2:00  noon  Fellowship  of  United  Methodists  in  Worship.  Music  &  the  Other  Arts,  Centenary  College 
Cafeteria 

12:00  noon  COSROW  Luncheon,  Broadmoor  Church 

12:30  p.m.  Iliff  Alumni  Luncheon,  Ralph  &  Kacoo's  Restaurant,  Bossier  City 

1:30  p.m.  Conference  Registration.  Gold  Dome  (upper  level).  Registration  will  end  at  3:30  pm 

5:30  p.m.  CEF  Banquet,  Centenary  Room,  Centenary  Cafeteria 

5:30  p.m.  Course  of  Study  Alumni  Banquet,  South  Cafe,  Centenary'  College 

5:30  p.m.  Asbury  Alumni  Banquet.  First  Church.  Shreveport 

5:30  p.m.  Gammon  Alumni  Banquet.  Pete  Harris  Cafe 

5:30  p.m.  Candler  Alumni  Banquet.  First  Church.  Shreveport 

5:30  p.m.  Perkins  Alumni  Banquet.  First  Church.  Shreveport 

5:30  p.m.  St.  Paul  Alumni  Banquet.  First  Church,  Shreveport 

5:30  p.m.  Duke  Alumni  Banquet.  First  Church,  Shreveport 

Evening  Worship,  First  United  Methodist  Church 

7:00  p.m.  Pre-Service  Music.  African  American  Heritage  Choir 

7:30  p.m.  UNITED  IN  TRADITION:  Service  of  Retirement.  Preacher  -  Bishop  Alfred  L.  Norris 
(Reception  Honoring  Retirees,  Bishops  and  Guests  in  Bain  Hall  at  the  Conclusion  of  the 
Service) 

WEDNESDAY.  JUNE  7.  1995 

6:45  a.m.  Sunrise  Devotional  Service,  Board  of  Laity,  Hargrove  Memorial  Theater.  Centenary 
College  Campus 

7:00  a.m.  Conference  Board  of  Trustees  Breakfast,  Chateau  Suite  Hotel 
8: 15  a.m  Morning  Bible  Study.  Gold  Dome,  Devotional  Leader  -  Dr.  William  B.  Mallard,  Song 

Leader  -  Rev.  Howard  Hanger 

12:00  noon  The  Order  of  Saint  Luke  Luncheon,  Shoney’s  Restaurant,  Comer  of  Youree  and  King’s 
Highway 

12:00  noon  Luncheon  for  Chaplains  &  Others  in  Special  Appointments  Beyond  the  Local  Church. 

Centenary  Room.  Centenary  Cafeteria 
12:30  p.m.  Clergy  Spouses  Luncheon,  First  Church.  Shreveport 
12:30  p.m.  United  Methodist  Men's  Luncheon,  Centenary  Cafe 

Evening  Worship,  First  United  Methodist  Church 

7:00  p.m.  Pre-Service  Music,  Special  Music  -  Conference  Ministers’  Choir.  Mrs.  Esther  Socolofsky,  Director 
7:30  p.m.  UNITED  IN  CALL:  Servtce  of  Ordination  and  Consecration,  Preacher  -  Bishop  Thomas 
Hoyt  (Reception  Honoring  Ordinands  and  Newly  Consecrated  Diaconal  Ministers  in  Bain 
Hall  at  the  Conclusion  of  the  Service) 

THURSDAY.  JUNE  8.  1995 

6:45  a.m.  Sunrise  Devotional  Service,  Board  of  Laity.  Hargrove  Memorial  Theater,  Centenary 
College  Campus 

7:00  a.m.  Ecumenical  Breakfast,  South  Dining  Room.  Centenary  College 
8:15  a.m  Morning  Bible  Study,  Gold  Dome.  Devotional  Leader  -  Dr.  William  B.  Mallard.  Song 

Leader  -  Rev.  Howard  Hanger 

COUNCIL  ON  MINISTRIES  OFFICE&  CONFERENCE  ADMINISTRATIVE  SERVICES  OFFICE: 

Room  107.  Gold  Dome  -  Phone:  318/869-5165 


The  United  Methodist 
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Faith  forum 
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'Confession' 
an  opportunity 
for  discussion 


A  three-page  document  known 
as  “The  Confessional  Statement  of 
the  Confessing  Movement  within 
The  United  Methodist  Church’* 
may  receive  a  lot  of  attention  in 
the  next  few  weeks. 

The  church’s  regional  confer¬ 
ences  in  their  annual  sessions  have 
it  informally  for  discussion. 

The  self-identified  movement 
also  plans  to  mail  77,000  copies  to 
all  United  Methodist  congrega¬ 
tions  and  clergy  for  their  review. 

The  document  merits  discussion, 
and  we  enter  the  arena  gladly 
through  our  understanding  of  Wes¬ 
leyan  Christianity  and  our  further 
understanding  of  the  Reporter  as  a 
forum  for  discussion  (see  related 
reader  response  form  below). 

It’s  good  to  discuss  what  we  be¬ 
lieve  every  20  years  or  so.  “Our 
Theological  Task,"  the  belief  state¬ 
ment  which  entered  our  Book  of 
Discipline  in  1972,  sets  the  norm 
for  such  discussions.  And  this  is 
an  opportune  time  for  review  and 
reflection  as  the  church  prepares 
for  its  1996  General  Conference 
[top  legislative  body]  in  Denver. 

Although  the  Confessing  Move¬ 
ment  calls  the  belief  statement 
into  question,  a  whole  generation 
of  seminary  graduates  has  used  its 
prescribed  Scripture,  tradition,  ex¬ 
perience  and  reason  “quadrilater¬ 
al”  as  a  structure  on  which  to 
formulate  and  evaluate  theology. 
We  should  be  slow  to  discard 
something  whose  value  is  proven. 

We  agree  with  the  Confessing 
Movement  that  the  foundational 
documents  of  Wesleyan  Christian¬ 
ity  need  to  be  emphasized.  We  be¬ 
lieve  those  include:  The  Articles  of 
Religion,  The  General  Rules,  The 
Confession  of  Faith,  The  Standard 
Sermons  of  John  Wesley  and  Wes¬ 
ley’s  Notes  on  the  New  Testament. 

We  also  agree  on  the  primacy  of 
Scripture  and  the  centrality  of  Je¬ 
sus  Christ  in  Christian  faith  and 
agree,  with  gladness,  that  a  spiritu¬ 
al  awakening  is  moving  through¬ 
out  our  congregations. 

We  appreciate  the  Confessing 


Editorial 


Movement’s  call  to  the  confession¬ 
al  side  of  Christian  faith — one 
based  on  extensive  use  of  historic 
creeds  such  as  the  Apostles’  Creed 
and  Nicene  Creed — as  a  reaction 
to  the  sometimes  open-ended  na¬ 
ture  of  the  church’s  theologizing. 

If  we  read  John  Wesley  correct¬ 
ly,  however,  particularly  in  his  ser¬ 
mons  and  notes  from  which  the 
bulk  of  his  theology  must  be  ex¬ 
tracted,  we  believe  he  says  that 
Christianity  is  both  confessional 
and  practical.  To  put  it  another 
way,  Wesley  would  have  us  believe 
that  the  good  works  of  God’s  spirit 
through  us  are  as  important  as  the 
good  words  we  say  about  God. 

The  combination  of  these  two — 
confessional  faith  and  practical 
works — was  the  genius  of  Wesley. 
He  recognized  that  one  without 
the  other  was  less  than  the  fullness 
of  the  Gospel. 

“A  Covenant  Prayer  in  the  Wes¬ 
leyan  Tradition”  (Page  607  in  The 
United  Methodist  Hymnal)  gives 
witness  to  the  importance  of  this 
weddedness  with  such  words  as: 
“Put  me  to  doing,  put  me  to  suf¬ 
fering.” 

Wesley  preached  about  works  of 
piety,  such  as  prayer  and  sacra¬ 
ment,  and  works  of  mercy,  such  as 
feeding  the  hungry  and  visiting 
those  in  prison  or  the  sick.  We  must 
never  forget  that  United  Methodists 
are  pragmatic,  can-do  people. 

We  accept  the  Confessing  Move¬ 
ment’s  invitation  to  civil  discourse 
while  remembering  the  words  of  the 
Apostle  Paul  to  the  Philippians 
(2:12)  “working  out  our  salvation 
with  fear  and  trembling.” 

Now  is  the  time  for  United 
Methodists  everywhere  to  join  this 
conversation,  one  which  we  hope 
will  come  to  wholesome  discourse 
during  General  Conference.  Only 
under  God’s  grace  can  we  better 
understand  ourselves  and  the 
church  that  we  dearly  love. 


Movement's  efforts  similar  to  Paul's 


The  Confessing  Movement  seems 
to  be  addressing  some  of  the  same 
concerns  and  issues  that  the  Apostle 
Paul  so  often  found  himself  having 
to  address  in  some  of  his  letters  to 
the  churches  (see  UMR,  May  12). 

In  so  many  of  his  letters  Paul  is 
addressing  churches  that  have  drift¬ 
ed.  They  have  drifted  into  legalism 
or  gnosticism  or  have  simply  added 
enough  teaching  from  the  world 
around  them  to  distort  the  gospel. 

Many  modem  churches  are  guilty 
of  a  similar  drift.  Churches  become 
like  the  world  by  accepting  its  val¬ 
ues  or  taking  the  current  trend  in 
psychology  as  gospel  or  even  by  ac¬ 
cepting  the  latest  New  Age  idea  that 
appears  to  be  innocuous. 

The  vigilance  of  the  Apostle  Paul 
then  and  of  the  Confessing  Move¬ 
ment  now  in  protecting  the  gospel 
of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  is  greatly 
appreciated! 

Paul  Miller 
Memphis,  Tennessee 

Let's  re-evaluate 

The  Rev.  O.  Gerald  Trigg  in  his 
role  as  “heresiologist”  for  the  1996 
General  Conference  has  given  us 
cause  to  re-evaluate  Albert  Outler’s 
descriptive  Wesleyan  “quadrilater¬ 
al”  (see  UMR.  May  12). 

This  quadrilateral — of  Scripture, 
reason,  tradition,  and  experience  as 
the  source  and  keys  to  sound 
faith — was  never  intended  to  be 
equilateral.  John  Wesley  would 
have  appreciated  a  more  specific 
geometric  term  such  as  “trapezoid,” 
with  Scripture  as  the  dominant  base 
and  with  reason,  experience  and 
tradition  making  up  the  shorter 
sides  and  top. 

Methodism  has  paid  a  high  price 
for  using  these  four  terms  so  loosely 
and  equally.  When  a  denomination 
accords  human  intelligence  and  ex¬ 
perience  positions  equal  to  or  su¬ 
perseding  those  of  Scripture  and 
orthodoxy,  then  cacophony  reigns. 
Divisiveness  occurs  because  we  at¬ 
tempt  to  be  all  things  to  all  people. 

It  is  only  through  Scripture  that 
we  are  made  aware  of  the  “funda¬ 
mental”  truths  that  bind  us  in  or¬ 
thodox  Christianity:  infallibility  of 
Scripture,  the  deity  of  Christ,  the 
Virgin  birth,  the  miracles  of  Christ, 
Christ’s  atoning  death  on  Calvary, 
His  physical  resurrection  and  even¬ 
tual  return.  These  are  the  tenets  of 
faith  that  must  unite  us  as  Method¬ 
ists. 

Without  these  as  a  preamble  or  as 
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a  foundation,  the  Denver  General 
Conference  will  be  just  that — not  a 
church  conference! 

John  D.  McEachin 
Meridian,  Mississippi 

A  Methodist  pope? 

Long  live  Pope  John  Ill 

At  least  that  is  what  I  assume  we 
will  call  the  bishop  elected  the  first 
full-time  presiding  bishop  (see 
UMR.  May  12).  It  is  only  fitting 
that  he/she  be  named  after  John 
Wesley,  although  a  good  argument 
could  be  made  for  Francis  1,  after 
Francis  Asbury. 

Are  we  going  to  appoint  a  com¬ 
mittee  to  search  the  nation  for  an 
appropriate  city  for  the  “Holy  See" 
or  will  we  just  let  Pope  Francis/ 
Frances  move  to  the  new  location 
of  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries? 

How  much  staff  will  the  pope 
need  and  at  what  cost?  How  much 
larger  will  the  pope’s  salary  be  as 
opposed  to  an  ordinary  bishop? 

Will  we  need  a  popemobile?  Will 
she/he  need  a  private  plane  to  travel 
all  around  the  country? 

Most  important  of  all,  will  the 
new  pope  speak  for  The  United 
Methodist  Church  between  sessions 
of  General  Conference?  So  many 
questions,  so  little  time. 

This  idea,  along  with  all  the  oth¬ 
ers  listed  in  the  article  about  the 
“Affirmation  of  A  New  Connec¬ 
tion,”  would  be  funny  if  it  were  not 
so  fraught  with  danger. 

This  is  not  a  pattern  change;  it  is 
throwing  out  the  whole  cloth  and 


starting  over.  Our  heritage,  our  con¬ 
nection,  our  polity  will  mean  noth¬ 
ing,  and  The  United  Methodist 
Church  will  cease  to  exist. 

What  is  left  will  have  to  have  a 
new  name.  My  suggestion  would  be 
“The  Pontifical  Baptist  Church”  to 
reflect  our  new  form  of  government 
and  an  everybody-for-themselves 
way  of  doing  mission. 

Mark  A.  Whittaker 
Margate,  Florida 

Hooray! 

Hooray  for  Rev.  Andy  Langford’s 
“New  Connection”  plan  to  return 
power  to  the  local  churches  (see 
UMR,  May  12)1  Maybe  this  would 
help  stem  the  growth  of  empty  seats 
in  our  United  Methodist  churches 
caused  by  people  fleeing  a  hierarchy 
that  too  often  dictates  to  the  folks 
in  the  pews  and  treats  us  like  irre¬ 
sponsible  children. 

Mr.  Langford  may  not  have  all 
the  answers,  but  his  proposal  de¬ 
serves  serious  examination.  Why  do 
I  have  this  nagging  feeling  that  the 
established  powers  are  going  to  rail 
against  him  and  dig  in  their  heels?  I 
sure  hope  I  am  wrong! 

Rich  Schwanbeck 

Elk  Grove  Village,  Illinois 

Further  division 

The  Rev.  O.  Gerald  Trigg  has  dis¬ 
covered  a  new  heresy — the  heresy 
of  dogmatism  (see  UMR,  May  12). 
What  he  seems  to  be  saying  is  that 
one  can  find  truth  only  somewhere 
in  the  middle!  He  has  not  healed  the 
polarization  in  the  church  but  has 
created  further  division. 

As  I  see  it,  the  issue  is  not  a  ques¬ 
tion  of  diversity  and  the  ability  to 
tolerate  differing  opinions.  There 
has  always  been  disagreement  in  the 
body  of  Christ  over  points  of  the 


faith.  Even  Wesley  acknowledged 
that  in  his  oft  quoted  statement,  “If 
thy  heart  is  as  my  heart,  then  give 
me  thy  hand.” 

However,  John  Wesley  founded 
the  Methodist  movement  precisely 
because  he  was  tired  of  the  depar¬ 
ture  from  orthodoxy  being  experi¬ 
enced  in  the  Anglican  Church.  He 
was  subject  to  the  same  criticisms 
which  Mr.  Trigg  levels  at  those  he 
sees  as  being  on  the  poles. 

Wesley  also  pointed  out  that  he 
would  take  hands  only  with  those 
whose  points  of  theology  did  not 
“strike  at  the  heart”  of  the  faith. 
For  Wesley,  truth  was  never  to  be 
compromised  for  the  sake  of  unity. 

J.  Wesley  Putnam 
Bedford,  Texas 

Correction 

The  article  regarding  Bishop  For¬ 
rest  Stith’s  leave  published  in  the 
April  21  issue  mistakenly  identified 
the  Northeastern  Jurisdiction  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Episcopacy  as  the  source 
of  a  statement  released  by  Bishop 
Felton  E.  May. 

As  the  article  correctly  stated  in 
its  second  paragraph,  the  statement 
was  released  by  the  Northeastern 
College  of  Bishops.  Because  of  the 
nature  of  the  different  responsibil¬ 
ities  which  reside  with  the  College 
of  Bishops  and  the  Jurisdictional 
Committee  on  Episcopacy  it  is  im¬ 
portant  to  distinguish  between  the 
two.  No  statement  has  been  re¬ 
leased  by  the  Northeastern  Jurisdic¬ 
tion  Committee  on  Episcopacy. 

J.  Fay  Cleveland 
Lockport,  New  York 

Editor's  note:  Mr.  Cleveland 
chairs  the  Northeastern  Jurisdiction 
Committee  on  Episcopacy. 


What  do  you  think? 
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Mafl  your  response  to: 
United  Methodist  Reporter 
“What  do  you  think?" 
2520  West  Commerce 
Dallas,  Texas  75212 
or  Fax  to: 

(214)  630-0079 
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Have  you  read  the  "Confessing  Movement's"  recent  statement 
calling  The  United  Methodist  Church  to  doctrinal  integrity? 


m 


What  is  your  response  to  the  group's  statement? 


m 


What  suggestions  do  you  have  for  renewal  of  the  church? 


What  others  are  saying 


“. . .  Our  culture  longs  for  models 
of  human  excellence  that  extend  far 
beyond  mere  technical  competence 
and  that  temper  the  pride  of  intel¬ 
lect  with  wisdom  and  charity. ...  In 
order  for  such  aspirations  to  be 
credible,  however,  [Christian  col¬ 
leges  and  universities]  must  con¬ 


strue  their  existence  as  an 
interminable  struggle  between  faith 
and  reason  rather  than  as  the  articu¬ 
lation  of  settled,  clear  positions. 
They  should  be  identified  more  by 
the  questions  they  keep  alive  than 
by  the  answers  they  give.  And  they 
must  attend  as  much  to  the  forma¬ 


tion  of  character  as  to  the  cultiva¬ 
tion  of  intelligence.  To  paraphrase 
Whitehead:  Christian  colleges  must 
seek  Enlightenment  and  then  dis¬ 
trust  it.” 

— Mark  Schwen  and  Dorothy  Bass, 
writing  in  Christian  Century. 
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Don't  think  you  can  evangelize? 
Just  have  a  great  big  garage  sale! 


By  A.  JANET  McGILL-FAUBION 

Have  you  ever  felt  reluctant  to  go 
out  and  “witness  for  the  Lord?”  Do 
you  hesitate  to  knock  on  doors  as 
“visitors”  for  the  church?  Does  the 
cat  get  your  tongue  when  you  feel  you 
should  invite  someone  to  church?  Is 
“witnessing”  a  problem  for  you? 

If  you  answer  yes  to  the  above 
questions,  I  have  a  suggestion  for 
you  that  has  proven  to  be  effective 
for  me:  Have  a  garage  sale! 

Yes,  stage  a  garage  sale  at  your 
home  . . .  better  yet,  have  a  garage 
sale  at  a  friend’s  house.  The  two  of 
you  can  come  up  with  enough  junk 
and  leftovers  to  attract  a  lot  of  buy¬ 
ers  or  lookers. 

Invite  them  to  church 

The  point  of  the  sale  isn’t  to  make 
money  but  to  get  people  you  don’t 
know  to  come  to  your  house  so  you 
can  invite  them  to  your  church.  In 
this  way  you  aren’t  being  intrusive. 
They  will  come  to  your  sale  on  their 
own,  young  and  old,  fat  and  thin, 
men,  wpmen,  children  and  teen¬ 
agers.  What  a  “field"  to  be  harvested! 

So  you  argue  you  don’t  know  what 
to  say.  You  certainly  don’t  want  to 
stand  out  front  waving  a  placard 
reading  “Garage  Sale  for  Jesus.” 

Actually,  it’s  easier  than  that. 
You  just  look  at  the  people  as  they 
come  in  and  you  say,  “Hi!  My  name 
is  Janet  ...  I  don’t  think  I’ve  met 
you.  What’s  your  name?  Are  you 
new  in  our  area?  Oh,  you  just 
moved  here?  Well,  if  you  haven't 
found  a  church  home  yet  you  can  go 
with  me  to  mine.” 

After  each  question  you  pause 
and  wait  for  the  person’s  response. 
If  they  haven’t  a  church,  they’ll  let 
you  know.  If  they  aren’t  of  your 
“persuasion”  you  ask  which  church 
they  prefer  and  then  you  let  them 
know  where  they  can  find  that  par¬ 
ticular  church. 

It  doesn’t  matter  that  they  may  be 
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A.  Janet  McGiil- 
Faubion  is  a 
member  of  First 
United  Methodist 
Church  in 
Quitman,  Texas 
(Texas  Annual 
Conference). 


Baptists,  Lutherans,  Pentecostals. 
What  does  matter  is  that  the  invita¬ 
tion  is  given,  that  they  know  you 
are  interested  in  them  and  you  are 
willing  to  help  them  locate  the 
church  of  their  choice. 

By  being  open,  caring  and  warm 
you  will  be  demonstrating  true 
Christian  love  and  fellowship.  If 
they  happen  to  be  United  Method¬ 
ist,  then  you’ve  done  your  job  of  in¬ 
viting  them  to  your  own  church. 

Be  sure  that  you  include  informa¬ 
tion  as  to  location  of  the  church, 
time  of  service,  where  to  park,  if 
there  is  a  nursery,  etc. 

Meet  them  at  church 

It  works  best  for  me  to  offer  to 
meet  them  at  the  church  and  per¬ 
sonally  show  them  where  the  vari¬ 
ous  age  groups  meet,  introducing 
them  to  the  teachers  and  helping 
them  feel  comfortable.  Also  during 
this  time  you  can  explain  other  pro¬ 
grams  offered  by  your  church  such 
as  United  Methodist  Youth  Fellow¬ 
ship,  United  Methodist  Women, 
choir  and  United  Methodist  Men. 

In  addition  to  garage  sales  try 
greeting  strangers  at  the  post  office 
or  at  a  store.  The  point  is  that 
whenever  you  meet  someone  you 
don’t  recognize,  smile,  introduce 
yourself  and  use  this  opportunity  to 
invite  the  person  to  church — not 
just  your  church,  but  a  church  of 


their  choice. 

When  I  recently  sold  my  rural 
lake  house  to  “city  folk"  I  asked  all 
the  questions  I’ve  suggested. 

Those  “strangers"  have  not  only 
joined  our  church  but  they  are 
teaching  a  class  for  single  adults. 


'Praise  the  Lord' 

A  second  couple  I  met  at  our  last 
garage  sale  has  also  come  to  our 
church  and  they,  too,  are  helping 
develop  a  new  class  for  young  mar¬ 
ried  people.  Praise  the  Lord! 

Evangelism  needn’t  be  difficult. 
A  smile,  a  kind  hello  ...  an  open¬ 
ness  to  allow  the  Holy  Spirit  to 
guide  you,  a  genuine  love  of  people, 
a  desire  to  see  the  church  grow — 
and  a  few  garage  sales — should 
open  the  doors  to  great  possibilities. 


UMR's  recent  series,  "The 
Foundations  of  United 
Methodist  Faith,"  is  available  in 
a  convenient  8-page  booklet. 

Excellent  for  study  groups, 
confirmation  classes  and  church 
school.  Cost  is  20  cents  per 
booklet  (minimum  order  of  10). 
To  order  write:  Foundations  of 
Faith,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas 
Tx  75266-0275. 
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FARM  PRIORITIES  GIVEN:  Prior  to 
congressional  debate  on  a  new  farm  bill,  the 
United  Methodist  General  Board  of  Church 
and  Society  released  its  priorities  on  the  sub¬ 
ject.  They  include  supporting  family  farmers 
and  the  Environmental  Reserve  Program,  im¬ 
proving  the  status  of  minority  farmers  and  farm 
workers,  advancing  marketing  and  community 
development  and  enhancing  conservation  pro¬ 
grams.  The  farm  bill  proposes  legislation  for 
most  federal  farm  commodity,  domestic  food 
and  food  export  programs. 

CALL  UPON  DOLE:  U.S.  Senator  Bob 

Dole  was  recently  called  upon — United  Meth¬ 
odist  to  United  Method¬ 
ist — by  Anna  Rhee,  an 
executive  of  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  mission  agency,  to 
reconsider  his  proposal  to 
move  the  U.S.  embassy  in 
Israel  from  Tel  Aviv  to  Je¬ 
rusalem.  His  bill,  S770,  en¬ 
dangers  the  fragile  peace 
process  in  the  Middle  East,  Bob  Dole 
Anna  Rhee  said  in  a  press  conference  May  22 
in  Washington. 

AIDING  HEALTH:  Major  health-related 

projects  for  citizens  of  two  struggling  former 
Soviet  republics,  Georgia  and  Armenia,  are  be¬ 
ing  implemented  by  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  (UMCOR).  Assisted  by 
U.S.  government  grants,  the  projects  specifical¬ 
ly  target  maternal-age  women,  children  and  the 
elderly.  In  Georgia,  UMCOR’s  Emergency 
Pharmaceutical  Distribution  Project — begun  in 
October  1993  with  a  Save  the  Children/U.S. 
Agency  for  International  Development 
(USAID)  grant — is  continuing  through  Sep¬ 
tember.  UMCOR  also  has  established  a  work¬ 
ing  relationship  with  the  Georgian  Orthodox 
Church,  which  helps  supervise  the  distribution 
of  medicines  to  needy  groups.  UMCOR  has  es¬ 
tablished  a  pharmaceutical  project  in  Armenia 
based  on  the  Georgia  model  through  an 
$844,754  Save  the  Children/USAID  umbrella 
grant.  An  additional  $100,000  from  UMCOR 
will  be  leveraged  through  Interchurch  Medical 
Assistance  to  purchase  about  $2  million  worth 
of  medicines. 


NEW  VIM  DIRECTORS:  A  husband- 

and-wife  team  has  been  named  to  lead  the 
United  Methodist  Southeastern  Jurisdiction’s 
volunteers-in-missions  agency.  The  Rev.  Walter 
Whitehurst  of  Virginia  Beach,  Va.,  will  succeed 
the  Rev.  Thomas  L.  Curtis  as  director.  Dr. 

Betty  Whitehurst  will  succeed  Margaret  Curtis 
as  administrative  assistant.  The  Whitehursts, 
fluent  in  Spanish  and  with  extensive  missions 
experience,  will  begin  the  new  positions  July  1 . 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Curtis  will  become  historiars 
and  consultants  for  the  jurisdiction. 

SHALOM  TRAINING  BEGINS:  The 

United  Methodist  Communities  of  Shalom  Ini¬ 
tiative  has  begun  training  beyond  Los  Angeles. 

The  mission-evangelism  approach  encourages 
churches  to  work  with  their  communities  to 
stimulate  economic  development  and  health 
care,  strengthen  relationships  across  class  and 
race  lines  and  develop  congregations.  Training 
in  South  Carolina,  Florida  and  Texas  regional 
conferences  involve  13  communities,  27 
churches,  6  community  organizations  and  207 
people. 


YOUTH  IN  MISSION:  Leaders  of  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  mission  studies  for  youths  will 
soon  receive  additional  support  from  the 
church’s  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
Women’s  Division.  In  a  pilot  program  during 
1997-2000,  training  sessions  will  invite  leaders 
of  youths  to  develop  mission  studies  to  address 
specific  needs  and  interests  of  youths.  The 
training  will  be  co-sponsored  by  the  Women’s 
Division  and  the  General  Board  of  Discipleship. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Agency  heads:  We're  hopeful  about  UMC 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 

Editor 

The  14  chief  executives  of  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodism’s  general-church 
agencies  presented  an  essentially 
unified  front  during  an  unprece¬ 
dented  90-minute  teleconference 
May  23. 

Prodded  by  what-ifs  from  the 
moderator,  the  Rev.  Robert  Ed¬ 
gar,  and  by  questions  from  call-in 
viewers,  the  general  secretaries 
spoke  often  about  “a  global 
church”  or  “the  world  communi¬ 
ty.”  References  to  topics  like  the 
church’s  Russia  initiative,  refugee 
relief  in  Zaire  and  a  $  1 00,000  gift 
to  Oklahoma  City  bombing  vic¬ 
tims  buttressed  their  claims. 

Dr.  Edgar,  president  of  United 
Methodist-related  School  of  The¬ 
ology  at  Claremont  (Calif.)  and  a 
former  member  of  Congress,  kept 
the  telecast  moving  by  springing 
his  questions  on  the  10  men  and  4 
women  in  random  order.  He  also 
allowed  panelists  to  volunteer  to 
respond. 

To  Dr.  Edgar's  query  about  “the 
state  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church,”  Robert  Feaster,  presi¬ 
dent,  United  Methodist  Publish¬ 
ing  House,  said  he  finds  it  “kind 
of  uneasy  with  itself,  based  on 
membership  decline  and  issues 
like  restructure.”  But,  he  added 
quickly,  he  finds  “tremendous  and 
hopeful  congregations,  growing 
and  witnessing.” 

'I'm  optimistic' 

“I’m  always  optimistic  about 
the  church,”  he  concluded. 

Another  Nashville-based  chief 
executive,  the  Rev.  Judith  Weid- 
man,  boasted,  “We  are  where  the 
people  are,  the  full-service 
church.”  She  cited  United  Meth¬ 
odist-related  camps,  homes  and 
schools  as  evidence  of  an  ongoing 
“birth  to  death”  church  buoyed  by 
“the  breadth  of  its  theological  per¬ 
spective.” 

Ms.  Weidman,  whose  United 
Methodist  Communications  agen¬ 


cy  produced  the  teleconference  as 
the  second  in  a  four-part  series, 
said  she  is  very  hopeful  about  the 
church. 

The  Rev.  Randolph  Nugent, 
general  secretary,  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries,  expressed 
optimism  based  on  “the  increas¬ 
ing  number  of  volunteers  for 
mission  assignments  without  re¬ 
gard  for  the  difficulty  of  the  as¬ 
signment.” 

At  Dr.  Edgar’s  invitation,  the 
Rev.  Charles  Yrigoyen,  general 
secretary,  General  Commission  on 
Archives  and  History,  placed  the 
discussion  in  historical  context. 

Dr.  Yrigoyen  said  every  Gener¬ 
al  Conference  (the  church’s  top 
legislative  body)  since  the  first  one 
in  1792  has  dealt  with  controver¬ 
sy.  He  cited  particularly  the  ses¬ 
sion  in  1844  which  led  to  a 
northern-southern  church  split 
over  slavery. 

“We’ve  never  been  afraid  of 
controversy,”  he  declared. 

Listening  to  the  church 

Four  chief  executives  dealt 
with  whether  their  agencies  are 
“listening  to”  the  local  church. 

David  Lundquist,  general  sec¬ 
retary,  General  Council  on  Min¬ 
istries,  said  his  agency  does  this 
via  linkages  in  local  churches,  an¬ 
nual  conferences  and  districts. 

Barbara  Thompson,  general  sec¬ 
retary,  General  Commission  on 
Religion  and  Race,  said  she  per¬ 
sonally  “listens”  as  an  active  mem¬ 
ber  of  her  local  church,  Mount 
Zion  UMC  in  Washington,  D  C. 

“All  of  us  are  active  in  local 
churches,”  she  said.  “Any  notion 
of  our  isolation  is  a  myth.” 

The  Rev.  Thom  White  Wolf 
Fassett,  general  secretary,  Gener¬ 
al  Board  of  Church  and  Society, 
said  he  has  learned  to  “melt  the 
myth”  by  getting  out  into  the 
community.  He  mentioned  re¬ 
cent  trips  to  Kentucky  and  Kan¬ 
sas  “where  we  told  each  other 
our  stories.” 
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NASHVILLE — Moderator  Robert  Edgar,  president  of  United  Methodist-related  School  of  Theol¬ 
ogy  at  Claremont,  Calif.,  poses  questions  to  heads  of  church  agencies  during  a  May  23  telecon¬ 
ference.  Chief  executives  from  left  are:  the  Rev.  Stephanie  A.  Hixon  and  Cecelia  Long,  Status 
and  Role  of  Women;  the  Rev.  Ezra  Earl  Jones,  Discipleship;  Barbara  R.  Thompson,  Religion  and 
Race;  the  Rev.  Bruce  Robbins,  Christian  Unity  and  Interreligious  Concerns;  C.  David  Lundquist, 
Council  on  Ministries;  Barbara  Boigegrain,  Pension  and  Health  Benefits;  Robert  Feaster,  Pub¬ 
lishing  House,  and  the  Rev.  Charles  Yrigoyen,  Archives  and  History.  Among  others  participating 
were  the  Rev.  Roger  Ireson,  Higher  Education  and  Ministry,  and  the  Rev.  Clifford  S.  Droke,  Fi¬ 
nance  and  Administration  (see  related  story  at  left). 


Dr.  Nugent  said  both  the 
church’s  Russia  initiative  and 
Zairean  refugee  relief  represent 
“genuine  and  abiding  commit¬ 
ments”  by  his  agency  in  response 
to  local  initiatives. 

Other  issues  the  chief  execu¬ 
tives  dealt  with  based  on  stimuli 
from  either  Dr.  Edgar  or  viewers 
included: 

■  Technology  is  making  the 
agencies  more  accessible,  often 


on  a  24-hour  basis. 

■  Faced  with  possible  restruc¬ 
ture,  no  agency  is  determined  to 
“fight  for  its  box  on  the  chart" 
but  all  will  fight  to  see  their  as¬ 
signed  emphases  continued. 

■  United  Methodists  may  be 
traditionally  able  to  respond  to 
social  issues  but  not  always  able 
personally  to  "talk  about  Jesus 
Christ.” 

■  Will  United  Methodists  do 


as  John  Wesley  did  and  make 
poor  people  feel  welcome  and  in¬ 
vited  to  become  a  part  of  the 
church? 

The  next  teleconference  in  prep¬ 
aration  for  the  church’s  1 996  legis¬ 
lative  General  Conference  will  be 
Sept.  23. 

Information  on  ordering  videotapes 
of  the  teleconference  series  is  available 
by  calling  EcuFilm,  1-800-251-4091. 


UMCOR  responds 
to  U.S.  disasters 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

The  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  has  been 
meeting  the  needs  of  victims 
of  tornadoes  and  floods  in  the 
following  annual  conferences: 
Louisiana,  Mississippi,  Louis¬ 
ville,  South  Indiana,  and  Cen¬ 
tral  Illinois. 

UMCOR  staff  said  last 
week  that  grants  to  these  an¬ 
nual  conferences  will  be  used 
to  assist  with  pastoral  counsel¬ 
ing,  shelter,  food  and  materi¬ 
als  for  cleanup  and  repair 
work. 

The  Rev.  Lee  Whiteside  of 
the  Missouri  Interfaith  Office 
has  put  out  a  special  call  for 
volunteers  to  come  to  the 
Midwest  to  be  sandbaggers  or 
to  assist  with  “mud  out”  du¬ 
ties.  For  more  information, 
call  (800)918-3100. 

Donations  can  be  made  to: 

•  Advance  No.  901518-2, 
Louisiana  Emergency. 

•  Advance  No.  901475-7, 
Emergency  needs-Mississippi 
(River  Area). 

•  Advance  No.  901670-1, 
UMCOR  Domesic  Disaster 
Response. 


Church  budget  proposal:  'Zero,  zero,  two,  two' 


By  DANIEL  R.  GANGLER 
Associate  Editor 

HOUSTON — “Zero,  zero,  two, 
two”  was  heard  often  during  the 
United  Methodist  General  Coun¬ 
cil  on  Finance  and  Administration 
meeting  in  Houston  May  16-18. 

Those  are  the  percentage  in¬ 
creases  the  church’s  general  pro¬ 
gram  agencies  will  receive  from 
the  World  Service  Fund  if  the  fi¬ 
nance  council’s  recommendation 
is  approved  by  the  legislative 
1 996  General  Conference. 

The  World  Service  Fund  gains 


its  income  from  churchwide  ap¬ 
portionments. 

The  council  adopted  $183.5 
million  as  the  1997-2000  four-year 
budget  for  ongoing  program  min¬ 
istries  of  the  general  church.  The 
apportionment  for  each  of  the  first 
two  years  (1997  and  1998)  will  be 
the  same  as  1996,  or  $45.2  mil¬ 
lion.  Thus  the  “zero,  zero." 

For  1 999  the  figure  would  go  up 
by  2  percent  to  $46  million,  then 
another  2  percent  to  $47  million 
for  2000.  Thus  the  “two,  two.” 

The  same  hold-the-line  spirit 


which  the  finance  council  adopt¬ 
ed  toward  the  church’s  program 
agencies  prevailed  with  other  ap¬ 
portioned  funds  including  Minis¬ 
terial  Education,  Africa 
University,  General  Administra¬ 
tion,  Episcopal  and  Interdenomi¬ 
national  Cooperation. 

Total  apportioned  funds  for  all 
general  church  expenditures  was 
approved  by  the  council  for  the 
1997-2000  quadrennium  at  $503.5 
million,  based  on  the  zero-zero- 
two-two-percentage  increase  for¬ 
mula  starting  with  the  1996  figure 


of  $124  million. 

During  a  three-hour  closed  ses¬ 
sion  the  council  heard  a  report 
on  policy  and  projected  expenses 
for  the  possible  move  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
from  New  York  City  to  a  yet-to- 
be  determined  site  in  either  the 
Chicago  or  Washington  metro¬ 
politan  areas.  That  multi-million 
dollar  figure  is  not  yet  in  the  bud¬ 
get  (see  related  story  below). 

The  finance  council’s  next 
meeting  will  be  with  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries  Nov.  27- 
Dec.  1  in  Indianapolis. 


Mission  board  move  costs?  Check  computer  chat 


. . .  [the  finance  council]  " allowed  a  relocation 
policy  with  a  budget  well  over  $10  million  to  go 
by  unchallenged." 


The  proposed  move  of  the 
United  Methodist  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  from  New 
York  City  to  one  of  two  metro¬ 
politan  areas — Chicago  or  Wash¬ 
ington— recently  created 

discussion  on  the  Ecunet  com¬ 
puter  communication  network. 

Sally  Geis,  a  lay  member  of  the 
church’s  General  Council  on  Fi¬ 
nance  and  Administration,  re¬ 
ported  over  the  network  May  1 9 
that  the  council  at  its  recent 
meeting  in  Houston  (see  UMR. 
May  26),  “allowed  a  relocation 
policy  with  a  budget  well  over 


$10  million  to  go  by  unchal¬ 
lenged.” 

According  to  press  reports,  nei¬ 
ther  that  figure  nor  any  other 
specific  dollar  amount  related  to 
the  mission  agency’s  proposed 
move  was  mentioned  during  the 
council’s  public  sessions  in 
Houston. 


She  further  wrote,  “I  sense  that 
GCFA  may  well  decide  to  send  a 
message  to  General  Conference 
[the  church’s  top  legislative  body 
meeting  in  1996]  saying  the 
move  is  fiscally  irresponsible — 
especially  at  a  time  when  we  may 
well  cut  some  program  budgets." 

Dr.  Geis  invited  comments 


from  anyone  who  encountered 
her  electronic  message  and  re¬ 
ceived  some  within  a  few 
hours — mostly  opposed  to  the 
proposed  move. 

Dr.  Geis  is  executive  coordina¬ 
tor  of  the  Russian  Theological 
Education  Initiative  at  United 
Methodist-related  Iliff  School  of 
Theology  in  Denver.  The 
school’s  president,  the  Rev.  Don¬ 
ald  E.  Messer,  chairs  the  13- 
member  task  force  assigned  to 
select  a  site  to  relocate  the  Global 
Ministries  board. 

—DANIEL  R.  CANCLER 
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Native  Americans  call  on  church  to  underwrite  ministry 


"When  Euro-Americans  came  to  this  country,  they 
encountered  sovereign,  self-sufficient  people.  The 
government  forced  those  people  to  become  wards 
of  the  state.  Now  the  church  is  forcing  us  to  become 
wards  of  the  church." 

— Sam  Wynn,  Native  American  International  Caucus 


By  LINDA  GREEN 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

ONTARIO,  Calif. — Saying  that 
The  United  Methodist  Church  has 
abandoned  them  in  their  efforts  to 
remain  solvent,  participants  at  the 
27th  annual  meeting  of  the  Native 
American  International  Caucus 
turned  their  focus  toward  finding 
resources  to  keep  Native  American 
ministries  alive  and  vital. 

Though  people  throughout  the 
denomination  are  aware  of  Native 
American  needs,  the  30  caucus  rep¬ 
resentatives  from  the  five  regions 
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and  from  the  Oklahoma  Indian 
Missionary  Conference  said  that 
more  money  is  needed  for  its  minis¬ 
try. 

Instead  of  totally  relying  on  the 
church  for  financial  backing,  how¬ 
ever,  the  Native  American  commu¬ 
nity  must  become  visionary  and 
address  its  own  financial  problems, 
said  its  leaders. 

The  Rev.  Sam  Wynn,  a  Chero- 
kee-Lumbee  of  Fayetteville,  N.C., 
and  the  caucus'  part-time  executive 
director,  applauded  activities  car¬ 
ried  out  by  Native  Americans  in  the 
denomination’s  68  annual  (region¬ 
al)  conferences. 

However,  Mr.  Wynn  told  the  cau¬ 
cus  that  “downtrending  and  dwin¬ 
dling”  financial  resources  from 
churchwide  agencies  will  add  a 
heavy  burden  to  the  ministries  of 
the  Native  American  community. 

“We  must  not  lose  sight  of  our  re¬ 
sponsibility  to  invite,  encourage 
and  share  the  ministry  of  Christ 


with  Native  American  people  in 
The  United  Methodist  Church,”  he 
asserted 

Mr.  Wynn  contended  throughout 
the  church,  and  especially  at  the  an¬ 
nual  conference  level,  there  seems 
to  be  a  lack  of  will  to  address  the 
needs  of  the  Native  American  peo¬ 
ple  or  help  Native  Americans  be¬ 
come  self-sufficient  in  the  church. 

Of  the  8.7  million  members  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  17,000 
are  Native  Americans. 

Mr.  Wynn  said  Native  American 
people  are  the  last  to  receive  clergy 
appointments,  the  last  elected  to 


General  and  Jurisdictional  Confer¬ 
ences,  and  the  last  employed  at  con¬ 
ference  levels. 

“We  will  be  the  last  group  in  The 
United  Methodist  Church  to  elect  a 
Native  American  to  the  episcopa¬ 
cy,”  he  added. 

“When  Euro-Americans  came  to 
this  country,  they  encountered  sov¬ 
ereign,  self-sufficient  people.  The 
government  forced  those  people  to 
become  wards  of  the  state.  Now  the 
church  is  forcing  us  to  become 
wards  of  the  church.” 

Through  programmatic  direc¬ 
tions  and  through  the  support  and 


encouragement  of  the  Native  Amer¬ 
ican  community  at  annual  confer¬ 
ence  levels,  Mr.  Wynn  hopes  this 
problem  will  be  overcome.  If  sup¬ 
port  is  not  forthcoming,  he  said, 
“Native  American  people  have  sur¬ 
vived  in  this  country  for  over  500 
years  and  we  will  continue  to  sur¬ 
vive.” 

In  efforts  to  revitalize  the  caucus’ 
ministry,  the  Native  American  Con¬ 
cerns  Committee  has  prepared  a 
resolution  to  General  Conference 
on  Native  American  Justice  and 
Mission  Imperative. 

According  to  Mr.  Wynn,  the  reso¬ 
lution,  which  is  “a  cry  for  help  to 
bishops,  district  superintendents, 
annual  conference  leadership  and 
the  Church  at-large."  It  calls  on  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries,  the 
programming  agency  of  the  denom¬ 
ination,  “to  declare  as  a  Missional 
Imperative  the  survival  of  United 
Methodist  Native  American  Minis¬ 
tries." 


Faith  at  work 


<sj> 


4 


JUNE  2,  1995 


The  United  Methodist 

REPORTER 


Faith 

-connections 

CHURCHES  THRIVING:  Three  years 
after  the  World  Methodist  Council’s  Evange¬ 
lism  Committee  began  its  “Connecting  Con¬ 
gregations”  program  in  Eastern  Europe,  seven 
of  the  first  eight  new  congregations  established 
are  thriving.  According  to  United  Methodist 
Bishop  Heinrich  Bolleter  of  Central  and  South¬ 
ern  Europe,  the  program  is  critical  to  starting 
new  churches  in  Eastern  Europe.  Thus  far  40 
congregations  have  been  developed. 

NICHOLS'  LEGAL  DEFENSE:  Philip 

Morawski,  a  United  Methodist  lay  rural  chap¬ 
lain  is  leading  a  community-wide  effort  in 
Decker.  Mich.,  to  raise  money  for  the  legal  de¬ 
fense  of  James  Nichols  who  is  being  investigat¬ 
ed  by  federal  authorities  in  connection  with 
the  Oklahoma  City  bombing.  Mr.  Morawski 
denied  allegations  that  the  Nichols  farm  was 
used  as  a  practice  area  for  making  bombs. 

CONTROL  OF  CIA:  The  Rev.  Thom 
White  Wolf  Fassett,  head  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Board  of  Church  and  Society  based  in 
Washington,  called  for  presidential  and  con¬ 
gressional  control  of  the  U.S.  Central  Intelli¬ 
gence  Agency  during  a  recent  press  conference. 
Mr.  Fassett  stressed  that  the  agency  has  "no 
right  to  interfere  in  the  internal  affairs  of  for¬ 
eign  nations.” 

STAY  WITH  THE  SAINTS:  in  an  ef- 

fort  to  make  worship  services  more  contempo¬ 
rary,  don't  toss  aside 
traditional  forms.  That  was 
the  advice  the  Rev.  Andy 
Langford,  China  Grove 
(N.C.)  United  Methodist 
Church,  recently  gave  in 
Lake  Junaluska,  N.C.,  at  a 
conference  on  “Contempo¬ 
rary  Worship  for  the  21st 
Century.”  General  editor  Andy  Langford 
of  the  1992  United  Methodist  Book  of  Worship 
and  an  advocate  for  contemporary  worship, 

Mr.  Langford  cautioned  that  new  worship 
forms  must  incorporate  the  contributions  of 
the  “saints  who  have  sustained  the  church  for 
two  millennia.” 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Longtime  friend  preserves 
theologian  Outler's  legacy 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  DANIEL  R.  CANCLER 

DALLAS — The  Rev.  Bob  W.  Parrott  of  Longview,  Texas,  dis¬ 
plays  the  first  three  books  in  the  eight-volume  "Albert  Outler 
Library."  Dr.  Parrott,  a  longtime  friend  of  the  late  theologian, 
is  general  editor  of  the  library,  which  is  bringing  to  light  de¬ 
cades  of  Outler's  work  preserved  in  his  personal  papers  (see 
related  stories  at  right  and  below). 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

A  retired  clergyman  has  taken 
on  preservation  of  the  theological 
contributions  of  one  of  his  long¬ 
time  friends  who  was  also  one  of 
contemporary  Methodism’s 
greatest  Wesleyan  scholars — the 
late  Albert  Outler. 

The  Rev.  Bob  W.  Parrott  of 
Longview,  Texas,  is  overseeing 
compilation  of  “The  Albert 
Outler  Library,”  a  series  of  eight 
volumes  taken  from  Outler’s  pa¬ 
pers.  Three  volumes  have  been 
published;  the  remainder  are  ex¬ 
pected  by  the  year  2000  (see  re¬ 
lated  story  below). 

One  of  Outler’s  primary  con¬ 
tributions  to  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  was  principal 
authorship  of  the  1972  section, 
“Our  Theological  Task,”  in  the 
church’s  Book  of  Discipline. 

The  section,  which  was  revised 
by  the  church’s  1988  legislative 
General  Conference,  outlines 
Wesley’s  theological  method  of 
testing  doctrine  against  Scrip¬ 
ture,  tradition,  experience  and 
reason. 

Outler  gleaned  the  four-fold  as¬ 
sessment  from  Wesley’s  sermons 
and  his  1755  Explanatory  Notes 
on  the  New  Testament.  The 


"Albert  [Outler]  found  that  Wesley  never  set 
down  a  systematic  theology.  Instead,  Wesley 
gleaned  doctrine  on  the  basis  of  practice, 
preaching  on  the  great  doctrines  of  God  as  they 
applied  to  specific  circumstances." 

— Bob  W.  Parrott,  general  editor,  Outler  Library 


method — which  Outler  dubbed 
the  “Wesleyan  Quadrilateral” — 
has  become  the  normative  theo¬ 
logical  approach  by  which  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  clergy  are  trained. 

Dr.  Parrott  said  that  Outler 
and  his  wife,  Carla,  legally  trans¬ 
ferred  custody  of  his  papers  to 
Dr.  Parrott  just  prior  to  the 
scholar’s  death  in  1989.  Mrs. 
Outler  still  resides  in  Bradenton, 
Fla.,  where  the  couple  moved  in 
1988. 

Dr.  Parrott  became  acquainted 
with  Outler  in  1956  while  a  stu¬ 
dent  at  United  Methodist-related 
Perkins  School  of  Theology  in 
Dallas.  Outler  had  moved  there 
after  teaching  at  Yale  Divinity 
School. 

“Albert  was  a  perfectionist,” 
he  said.  “He  wouldn’t  have  pub¬ 
lished  these  papers  because  they 
aren't  perfect  documents;  they’re 


United  Methodist  scholars  to  edit  Outler's  papers 


The  first  three  in  the  eight-vol¬ 
ume  Albert  Outler  Library  have 
been  published. 

Assembled  by  the  library’s  gen¬ 
eral  editor  and  Outler’s  longtime 
friend,  the  Rev.  Bob  W.  Parrott, 
they  are:  Albert  Outler  the 
Preacher,  Albert  Outler  the 
Churchman  and  Albert  Outler  the 
University  Professor. 


Remaining  editors  and  vol¬ 
umes  slated  over  the  next  several 
years  are: 

■  Outler’s  Christology,  edited 
by  the  Rev.  Thomas  Oden  of 
United  Methodist-related  Drew 
University  in  Madison,  N.J.,  due 
out  in  1996; 

■  Outler’s  pastoral  psychology, 
edited  by  the  Rev.  Leroy  Howe 


of  United  Methodist-related  Per¬ 
kins  School  of  Theology; 

■  Outler’s  evangelism,  edited 
by  the  Rev.  William  (Billy)  Abra¬ 
ham,  holder  of  the  endowed 
Outler  Chair  of  Evangelism  at 
Perkins; 

■  Outler’s  Patristics  (writings 
of  the  early  church),  edited  by 
the  Rev.  Ted  Campbell  of  United 


Methodist-related  Wesley  Theo¬ 
logical  Seminary  in  Washington; 

■  Outler’s  ecumenics,  edited  by 
the  Rev.  Leicester  (Les)  Longdon, 
pastor  of  Trinity  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Lansing,  Mich. 

Information  on  ordering  "The 
Albert  Outler  Library"  is  avail¬ 
able  from  Cokesbury  at  1-800- 
672-1789. 


mostly  his  notes  from  talks  he 
gave.” 

Outler’s  papers  nonetheless 
provide  glimpses  into  both  the 
scholar  and  the  subject  of  his  life¬ 
long  study,  John  Wesley,  said  Dr. 
Parrott. 

“Albert  found  that  Wesley 
never  set  down  a  systematic  the¬ 
ology.  Instead,  Wesley  gleaned 
doctrine  on  the  basis  of  practice, 
preaching  on  the  great  doctrines 
of  God  as  they  applied  to  specific 
circumstances. 

“Consequently,  Albert  insisted 
that  contemporary  Methodist 
doctrine  couldn’t  be  set  down 
systematically,  either.  Instead  he 
constantly  referred  to  Wesley’s 
sermons  and  Notes  as  being  foun¬ 
dational  to  Methodist  theology 
equally  with  the  Articles  of  Reli¬ 
gion  and  the  Confession  of  Faith 
[contained  in  the  Discipline]." 

What  distinguishes  Outler’s 
papers,  Dr.  Parrott  said,  is  that 
they  show  that  the  scholar  not 
only  studied  Wesley’s  thought 
but  also  practiced  Wesley’s  meth¬ 
od,  namely,  preaching  on  doc¬ 
trine  as  it  applied  to  specific 
circumstances. 

“Outler  believed  that  preach¬ 
ing  the  faith  as  you  understand  it 
allows  the  Holy  Spirit  to  work  in 
people’s  lives,”  Dr.  Parrott  ex¬ 
plained. 


RATES:  Si. 40  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per 

insertion,  $28.00  minimum  charge  for  up  to  20 
words.  Blind  ads  $21.00  plus  add  Si  1.20  for 
the  8  words  to  insert  our  contact  information. 
Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on  con¬ 
tract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  approved 
in  advance.  Products  and  services  go  through 
an  approval  process.  We  schedule  two  weeks  in 
advance  of  an  issue  date.  


_ _  egrt 

Christian  Education  Director,  with  youth  re¬ 
sponsibilities.  Resume  and  salary  require¬ 
ments  to:  Dean  Davis,  University  United 
Methodist  Church,  2000  S.  Locust,  Las  Cruces, 
NM  88001.  Application  deadline  June  1,  1995. 


DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC.  IMMEDIATE  open¬ 

ing  for  full-time  position,  1600-member 
church.  Bachelor  degree  in  music  required, 
master’s  degree  desired.  Minimum  of  3  years 
active  music  ministry  employment  experience. 
Salary  doe.  send  resume  to:  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  808  N.  Monterey,  Farmington, 
NM  87401. 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDREN’S  MINISTRIES. 

Responsible  for  pre-school,  after-school  care, 
and  children’s  church  school  programs.  Will 
work  in  concert  with  other  children’s  minis¬ 
tries  staff.  Qualified  applicants  should  have  at 
least  a  bachelor’s  degree  and  substantive  ad¬ 
ministrative  experience.  MRE  and  Christian 
education  experience  highly  desirable.  Salary 
commensurate  with  experience.  Letters  of  ap¬ 
plication  and  vitae  should  be  sent  to:  Moody 
Memorial  First  United  Methodist,  2803  53rd 
Street,  Galveston,  TX  77551. 


DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES  for 

1  100-member  church  located  in  beautiful, 
deep  East  Texas.  Continue  and  expand  existing 
active  choir  program  and  handbell  program. 
Tremendous  opportunity  in  wonderful  cnurch 
with  a  strong  musical  tradition.  Send  resume 
to-  Director  of  Music  Ministries,  P.O.  Box  127, 
Jasper,  TX  7595 1.  (409)  384-5735 


BABY  BOOMER  CONGREGATION  OF  1250 

seeks  Director  of  Christian  Education  for  ex¬ 
panding  ministry  with  children,  youth,  and 
adults.  Salary  negotiable  for  right  person.  Send 
resume  and  references:  Dr.  R.  Lawson  Bryan, 
Ashland  Place  United  Methodist  Church,  15 
W isteria  Avenue,  Mobile,  AL  36607. 


DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES 
Growing  2800-member  congregation  seeks  a 
person  capable  of  directing  youth  and  adult 
volunteers  toward  an  exciting  vision  of  com¬ 
mitment  to  Jesus  Christ.  A  record  of  success¬ 
ful  youth  work  and  a  theological  base 
consistent  with  the  United  Methodist  Church 
are  critical.  Salary  commensurate  with  expe¬ 
rience.  Send  resume  to:  Trinity  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  607  Airport  Road,  Huntsville. 
AL  35802,  attention:  Youth  Director  Search 
Committee 


CANDLER  SCHOOL  OF  THEOLOGY 

Emory  University,  invites  applications  for 
Director  of  Church  Ministries  Education, 
starting  August  1,  1995.  Position  involves  di¬ 
recting  Emory  Course  of  Study  School, 
School  for  New  Congregational  Develop¬ 
ment,  and  Candler’s  Lay  Theology  Institute, 
Continuing  Education  Program,  and  Diaco- 
nal  Studies  Program.  Master  of  divinity  de¬ 
gree  or  equivalent  required;  must  be 
ordained  or  diaconal  United  Methodist  min¬ 
ister  with  at  least  two  years  experience  in 
similar  setting.  Send  applications  (including 
a  resume  and  three  references)  and  nomina¬ 
tions  to:  Dean  R.  Kevin  LaGree,  Candler 
School  of  Theology,  Emory  University,  At¬ 
lanta,  GA  30322.  Review  of  completed  appli¬ 
cations  begins  June  20,  1995.  Emory 
University  is  an  Equal  Employment  Oppor- 
tunity  and  Affirmative  Action  Employer. 

DIRECTOR  OF  EDUCATION/Programming: 

Church  of  3400  +  is  seeking  to  fill  a  full-time 
position.  Resumes,  references,  or  inquiries  to: 
Trinity  UMC,  3321  W.  Park  Row,  Arlington, 
’rX  76013 


DEVELOPMENT  DIRECTOR— TEXAS:  The 

Society  of  St.  Andrew,  an  ecumenical  hunger 
relief  organization  is  seeking  a  seasoned  pro¬ 
fessional  for  its  newly  established  Dallas,  Tex¬ 
as  office.  Will  work  with  foundations, 
churches,  corporations,  and  individual  donors. 
$35,000-S45,000  and  excellent  fringes.  Please 
respond  to:  Director  of  Development,  P.O. 
Box  329,  Big  Island,  VA  24523. 


WANT  TO  BUY:  ONE  COPY  of  “Dark  Salva¬ 

tion,”  author-  Harry  V.  Richardson.  Anchor 
Press/Doubleday-  1976.  M.  Thomas  Swantner, 
2  Park  Center,  Pana.  IL  62557. 


COPIER  FOR  SALE-  MITA  DC-4085.  40  copies 

per  second.  7  years  old.  Features:  4  cassette  trays, 
automatic  document  feeder,  duplexer,  hand  feed¬ 
er,  reducer  and  enlarger.  Inquiries  call  the  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Bridgeport,  Texas  at 
(817)683-2780. 


_ CLASSIFIED _ 

CALIFORNIA  PLAN  OF  CHURCH  Finance 

specializing  in  church  bonds,  church  notes, 
and  in  arranging  bank  loans.  Call  Chester  Reid 
1-800-333-9893- 


VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS?  WORSHIP  AT 

First  Methodist.  3401  Canal  Street.  Dr.  Ken 
Jones,  pastor.  Classes:  10:00  a.m.  Worship: 
11:00  a.m.  (504)488-0856. 


CHAPLAIN  FOR  GROWING  MINISTRY 

sought  by  Lydia  Patterson  Institute  to  serve  as 
spiritual  leader/instructor.  Applicant  must  be 
bi-lingual  (English-Spanish)  with  experience 
as  a  pastor  and/or  campus  minister  and  a 
commitment  to  the  mission  of  a  UM  institu¬ 
tion.  Lydia  Patterson  Institute  is  a  secondary 
school  serving  predominantly  Hispanic  com¬ 
munity  located  on  the  U.S.-  Mexico  border. 
Letter  of  application,  resume,  references 
should  be  mailed  to:  Office  of  the  President, 
Lydia  Patterson  Institute,  517  S.  Florence,  El 
Paso,  TX  79901.  Lydia  Patterson  Institute  is 
an  equal  opportunity  employer. _ 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  for  mu- 

sical  church  with  graded  choir  programs.  The 
music  ministry  in  this  rapidly  growing  subur¬ 
ban  church  includes:  adult  choirs,  youth  and 
children’s  choir  plus  handbells.  Send  resumes 
to:  Kristie  Rosset,  Associate  Pastor,  First 
United  Methodist  Church  of  Allen.  601  S. 
Greenville,  Allen,  TX  75002.  (214)  727-8261. 
Fax:  (214) 727-7348. 


IMMEDIATE  OPENING  AT  BROADMOOR 
United  Methodist  Church  for  a  full-time  Di¬ 
rector  of  Christian  Education,  to  plan  and  exe¬ 
cute  a  church  wide  Christian  education 
program.  College  degree  required.  Send  refer¬ 
ences  and  resume  to:  Search  Committee, 
Broadmoor  UMC,  3715  Youree  Drive,  Shreve- 
port,  LA  71 105. 


FULL-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  NEEDED. 

First  United  Methodist  Church,  Fairfield,  Tex¬ 
as.  Exciting  opportunities.  Location  of  town  a 
plus.  $25,000.  Send  resume:  Ron  Petty,  P.O. 
Box  1 56,  Fairfield,  TX  75840.  


EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR.  APPALACHIA  Ser¬ 

vice  Project,  headquartered  in  Johnson  City, 
Tennessee,  a  ministry,  affiliated  with  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  of  home  repair  and  home 
building  using  6-7,000  volunteers,  paid  builders 
and  a  full-time  stafT  of  38,  annual  budget  of  $3.5 
million  seeks  an  Executive  Director.  Salary  com¬ 
mensurate  with  experience.  Call  (708)  690-6495 
for  job  description/application  information.  Ap¬ 
plication  deadline  August  1,  1995. 

OPEN  POSITION:  ASSISTANT  GENERAL 

Secretary,  Section  of  Mission  and  Member¬ 
ship  Development-  Women’s  Division,  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Global  Ministries-  United 
Methodist  Church.  StafT  cabinet  position  lo¬ 
cated  in  New  York  City  with  travel  required. 
Responsibilities  include:  serve  as  chairperson 
of  section,  directing/coordinating/supervision 
all  section  functions,  e.g.  meetings,  mailings, 
budget  preparation/control.  General  plan¬ 
ning/coordination  of:  theological  and  educa¬ 
tion  base  for  mission,  elected  leadership/ 
organizational/material  development,  at  exec¬ 
utive  levels.  Insure  EEO  and  AAP  compli¬ 
ance.  Requirement:  membership  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church  is  required.  Mem¬ 
bership  in  United  Methodist  Women  is  desir¬ 
able.  Master’s  degree  also  desirable-  will 
consider  undergraduate  degree  with  signifi¬ 
cant  experience.  Minimum  of  5  years  experi¬ 
ence  in  one  or  more  related  fields  (education, 
leadership  development,  administration),  in¬ 
cluding  working  with  volunteers.  For  applica¬ 
tion  and  job  description,  please  contact: 
Human  Resources  Department,  Phone:  (212) 
870-3666,  Fax:  (212)  870-3834,  reference  po- 
sition  WM-1 1.  Equal  opportunity  employer. 


ISRAEL.  SEE  THE  HOLY  LAND.  Organize 

10  people  and  travel  free.  10  days/9  nights. 
Only  $  1 795.00  per  person.  (800)  334-4754. 


‘DO  YOU  WANT  TO  ADOPT  A  BABY?” 

Methodist  Mission  Home/San  Antonio  now 
accepting  applications.  Texas  and  New  Mexico 
residents  calf  (2 10)  696-7021  for  information. 


NO  ACCOMPANIST?  SING  YOUR  favorite 

hymns  in  worship  or  at  home.  Instrumental  ac¬ 
companiment  for  90  best  known  hymns  on  6- 
tape  cassette  sets.  Choose  piano  or  organ. 
Word  book  included,  but  can  be  used  with 
your  hymnal.  Makes  an  excellent  gift.  $38.95 
plus  shipping.  1-800-728-0573. 


CHRISTIAN  COMMUNICATIONS  Compa¬ 

ny  specializes  in  Finding  sources  for  college 
expenses.  Scholarships,  grants  and  awards 
available  now  through  database  with  more 
than  75,000  possibilities.  Call  Rainbow  at  1- 
800-932-PRAY. 


COLLEGE  DEGREE/HOME  STUDY,  SAVE 
$$$.  Catalog  $1.  Christian  Bible  College,  Sta¬ 
tion  Square,  Suite  227,  Rocky  Mt.,  NC  27804. 
(919)  442- 1211.  (Accredited). 


IDENTIFY  YOUR  CHURCH  with  the  United 

Methodist  insigne.  The  standard  6  foot  cross  is 
a  2  inch  square  aluminum  in  black,  silver, 
gold,  or  bronze.  The  flame  is  fire-red  textured 
polyurethane  paint  on  '/»  inch  aluminum.  Cus¬ 
tom  sizes  available.  Mounting  brackets  includ¬ 
ed.  Inquire:  Cross  and  Flame  Insigne,  5208 
Piedmont  Drive,  Santa  Rosa,  CA  95405,  or 
call  (707)  538-5325. 

AMERICAN  ASSOCIATION  OF  FAMILY 

Counselors.  Offering  counselor  certification, 
newsletter.  New  members:  free  counseling 
tape.  AAFC,  Box  836,  Graham,  TX  76450.  , 

BUYING  COINS,  COIN  COLLECTIONS.  Ac¬ 

cumulations.  estates.  Methodist  investor  with 
quiet  confidential  cash  will  travel  Southwest 
and  negotiate  any  collection.  Bank  and  legal 
references.  Box  808,  Fulton,  TX  78358. 

YOUTH  AND  COLLEGE  AGE  MINISTRY. 
1700-member  church,  university,  contempo¬ 
rary  and  traditional  needs  Youth/College  Di¬ 
rector.  Apply  to:  L.B.  Hall  (505)  526-6689  or 

Box  696,  Las  Cruces,  NM  88004. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN 

Education  and  Youth  Ministry  in  a  950-mem¬ 
ber  United  Methodist  congregation  located  in 
a  northern  suburb  of  Chicago.  Immediate  op¬ 
portunity  to  join  a  dynamic  staff  and  expand 
an  established  program  in  an  energetic  envi¬ 
ronment.  Salary  and  benefits  reflective  of  ex¬ 
perience  and  qualifications.  Please  send 
resume  to:  The  Rev.  Philip  Blackwell,  Trinity 
United  Methodist  Church,  1024  Lake  Avenue, 
Wilmette,  IL  60091.  (708)  251-7333. 

DIRECTOR/MINISTER  OF  MUSIC  IN  3700- 

member  congregation.  Responsible  for  full 
range  of  music  ministry.  Compensation  nego¬ 
tiable,  depending  on  experience.  Degree  in 
musical  education,  performance,  or  choral 
conducting  required.  Graduate  study  and/or 
experience  in  multiple  staff  situation  desir¬ 
able.  Inquiries  and  resumes  by  June  15  to:  Mu¬ 
sic  Search  Committee,  Myers  Park  United 
Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  6161,  Charlotte, 

NC  28207. 

YOUTH  MINISTRY  POSITION  available  in 

1 500-member  church.  Contact:  Dr.  John  Og¬ 
den.  P.O.  Box  2125,  Wichita  Falls,  TX  76307. 

EAST  OHIO  CONFERENCE  PROGRAM  in 

Pastoral  Care  has  opening  for  Executive  Direc¬ 
tor.  UM  clergy  and  Fellow  AAPC  required,  af¬ 
filiation  with  AAMFT.  Ohio  licensable. 
Starting  July  1,  1996.  Application  deadline 
August  15,  1995.  Resume:  Jan  Baker,  Search 
Committee,  c/o  Office  of  Pastoral  Care,  1201- 
30th  NW.  Canton,  OH  44709.  The  policy  of 
East  Ohio  Annual  Conference:  To  employ 
qualified  persons,  with  intentional  emphasis 
upon  inclusiveness. 

MINISTER  OF  PROGRAMS,  FULL-TIME 

staff  position.  A  master’s  of  Divinity  or  Chris¬ 
tian  Education  degree  required  from  an  ac¬ 
credited  school.  Ministry  will  take  place  in  a 
growing  1100-member  congregation  with  all 
new  facilities.  Salary  commensurate  with  edu¬ 
cation  and  experience.  Send  resume  to:  Staff 
Parish  Committee,  Middletown  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  P.O.  Box  43033,  Louisville,  KY 
40253-0033. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  AND  YOUNG 

Adult  Ministries.  Growing  850+  membership 
church  in  central  Florida.  Qualified  applicants 
should  have  bachelor’s  degree  and/or  experi¬ 
ence.  Position  available  August  1.  Package: 
Mid  20’s.  Resume:  First  UMC,  950  7th  Street, 
Clermont,  FL  3471 1. 

PART-TIME  ASSISTANT  YOUTH  Ministry 

position  open  at  First  UMC,  Dallas.  Send  re¬ 
sume  to:  Karen  Spencer,  1928  Ross  Avenue, 
Dallas,  TX  75201. 

LA  TECH  WESLEY  FOUNDATION  SEEKS 

Director.  Apply  until  June  15,  Jesus-centered, 
dynamic,  life-changing  ministry  reaching  200 
students  per  week.  Call  (318)  728-6480  or  fax 
(318)  728-6955.  Contact:  Billy  McConnell. 

-  DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDREN  AND  FAMILY 

Ministries.  St.  Andrew  United  Methodist 
Church,  1401  Mira  Vista,  Plano,  TX  75093 
(northern  suburb  of  Dallas).  Fast  growing 
2500-member  congregation  with  over  500  chil¬ 
dren.  Experience  required.  Contact:  Charles 
Stokes  at (214) 380-8001.  j 

“  THE  METHODIST  HOME  OF  NEW  Orleans 

(a  residential  treatment  facility  for  children 
through  14  years  of  age)  is  seeking  applicants 
for  the  position  of  Chief  Executive  Officer. 
Applicants  must  possess  a  master’s  degree  in 
Psychology  or  a  related  field  (a  Ph.D.  is  pre¬ 
ferred)  and  have  LPC  certification.  Resumes 
may  be  sent  to:  Mrs.  Dana  Eastin,  The  Meth¬ 
odist  Home  of  New  Orleans,  P.O.  Box  15109, 
Uptown  Station,  New  Orleans,  LA  70175.  Or 
fax:(504)899-1137. 

' Mother  church  of  country 
music'  has  a  hallowed  history 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

A  grandmother  leaned  over  to  the 
child  beside  her  and  pointed  to  the 
church-like  building  on  Nashville’s 
Fifth  and  Broadway. 

“Look,  baby,  there’s  the  Grand 
Ole  Opry!”  she  said. 

It  doesn’t  matter  that  “The 
Opry”  moved  to  Opryland  20  years 
ago. 

The  old  building — the  Ryman 
Auditorium — will  always  be  the 
Grand  Ole  Opry,  “the  mother 
church  of  country  music,”  to  long¬ 
time  country  music  fans.  To  them, 
the  Ryman  is  a  sanctuary  of  sorts, 
holy  ground. 

You  can  see  it  in  the  reverent  way 
they  tread  the  wooden  floors  of  the 
newly  refurbished  and  reopened  au¬ 
ditorium  and  the  way  they  sit  ex¬ 
pectantly  in  the  pews  waiting  for  a 
concert  to  begin. 

You  can  almost  hear  them  whis¬ 
per  to  their  neighbors,  “It  was  here 
in  this  theater,  on  this  stage,  in  this 
very  place  that  the  legends  per¬ 
formed:  Roy  Acuff,  Hank  Williams, 
Minnie  Pearl,  Hank  Snow,  Kitty 
Wells,  Patsy  Cline.” 

Older  people  tell  box  office  clerks 
what  the  old  place  had  meant  to 
them. 

Young  adults  explain  to  total 
strangers  that  they  were  raised  on 
the  music  that  was  made  popular 
here. 

And  when  the  music  begins,  it  is 
greeted  with  a  storm  of  stomping, 
clapping,  whistling  and  cheering. 

Country  music  sings  of  honky- 
tonk  angels,  whisky  rivers  and  chea¬ 
tin’  hearts.  It  also  sings  of  amazing 
grace  and  a  longing  for  “just  a  clos¬ 
er  walk  with  Thee.” 

Country  music  was  bom  of  pov¬ 
erty,  heartbreak  and  hardscrabble 


Country  music  legend 
Hank  Williams  was 
among  the  stars  who 
regularly  played  the 
Grand  Ole  Opry 
when  it  was  located 
in  the  Ryman  Audito¬ 
rium  in  downtown 
Nashville.  The  Ry¬ 
man,  known  as  "the 
mother  church  of 
country  music,"  has  a 
religious  history  in 
addition  to  its  cultur¬ 
al  significance  (see 
related  story  at  left). 

PHOTO  COURTESY 
OF  RYMAN  AUDITORIUM 


lives;  nurtured  on  the  strains  of 
Scottish  folk  melodies  and 
strummed  and  picked  to  maturity 
by  callused  fingers. 

And  who’s  to  say  that  when  lis¬ 
teners  lay  their  burdens  down  and 
find  release  in  laughter  and  tears 
that  God  isn’t  there? 

In  the  Ryman’s  early  years,  it  was 
the  spiritual  and  cultural  center  of 
Nashville. 

During  a  tent  revival  in  1885,  riv- 
erboat  captain  Tom  Ryman  en¬ 
countered  a  flamboyant  southern 
evangelist  named  Sam  Jones. 

Jones,  a  powerful  preacher,  deliv¬ 
ered  a  sermon  on  either  the  virtues 
of  motherhood  or  the  evils  of  li¬ 
quor — stories  vary.  Ryman  report¬ 
edly  was  converted  on  the  spot. 

He  decided  to  build  a  building 
that  would  be  a  home  for  great  reli¬ 
gious  services. 

Five  years  later,  the  first  revival 
was  held  within  the  auditorium’s 


Refurbished  Ryman  open  to  visitors 


After  the  Grand  Ole  Opry  left  in 
1974,  Nashville’s  Ryman  Auditori¬ 
um  languished  with  few  perfor¬ 
mances.  Newly  renovated  as  of 
1994  to  the  tune  of  $8.5  million,  it 
rates  a  listing  on  the  National  Reg¬ 
ister  of  Historic  Places.  It  houses  a 
museum  and  a  concert  hall  that 
once  again  showcases  country  mu¬ 
sic  concerts  as  well  as  bluegrass, 
gospel,  classical,  folk  and  jazz. 

Part  of  the  museum  focuses  on 
the  early  tabernacle  days  of  the  Ry¬ 
man  Auditorium  when  it  was  an 


important  revival  site  and  preach¬ 
ing  house  (see  related  story  above). 
The  Ryman  Auditorium  is  located 
at  Fifth  and  Broadway  in  down¬ 
town  Nashville. 

Only  a  short  walk  away  is  the 
Cumberland  River.  River  taxis — 
100-foot  catamarans — convey 
guests  between  downtown  Nashville 
and  the  Opryland  USA  entertain¬ 
ment  complex  some  30  minutes 
down  river. 

—DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 


still  unfinished  walls. 

With  the  help  of  contributions 
from  people  of  many  denomina¬ 
tions,  the  3,000-seat  Union  Gospel 
Tabernacle  (as  Ryman  Auditorium 
was  first  named)  was  completed  in 
1892. 

A  stage  was  added  in  1901  for 
performances  by  the  Metropolitan 
Opera. 

Over  the  years,  Carrie  Nation  lec¬ 
tured,  Booker  T.  Washington  spoke, 
Sarah  Bernhardt  acted,  Paderewski 
played,  Pavlova  danced,  Caruso 
sang,  Fanny  Brice  cavorted  and 
Mae  West,  well, . . .  performed. 

Religious  services  have  been  held 
in  the  Ryman  throughout  its  histo¬ 
ry.  Billy  Sunday  held  revivals  there 
in  1919.  Later  it  served  as  a  pulpit 
for  national  religious  figures  such  as 
Norman  Vincent  Peale. 

Nashville  was  a  hub  of  religious  ac- 
tivitiy  even  before  the  Ryman  was 
built.  The  Methodist  Publishing 
House  was  established  in  1856  and 
the  Baptist  Sunday  School  Board  in 
1891.  Over  the  years,  members  of 
these  denominations,  the  nation’s 
two  largest,  must  have  packed  the 
pews  of  the  Ryman  by  the  thou¬ 
sands — even  after  it  became  the 
home  of  the  Grand  Ole  Opry. 

The  Grand  Ole  Opry  radio  pro¬ 
gram  moved  into  the  Ryman  in 
1943  and  stayed  31  years.  From  its 
stage,  country  music  spread  from 
the  mountains  of  Tennessee  to  the 
highways  and  byways  of  a  nation. 

And  the  Ryman  once  again  be¬ 
came  a  sanctuary,  a  place  of  ref¬ 
uge — for  millions. 
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Bishop  Oden  Announces  1995-96  Conference  Appointments 


Bishop  William  B.  Oden  announced  ministerial  appointments 
Thursday,  June  8,  at  the  close  of  the  25th  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  held  at  Centenary  College  and  First  UMC,  Shreveport. 
The  appointments  became  effective  after  the  close  of  Annual 
Conference.  Ministers  will  move  to  their  appointments  Tuesday, 
June  13. 

ACADIANA  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent . Terry  C.  Willis  1 

Abbeville-Pecan  Island  . Barry  Hoekstra  3 

Berwick.  First  . Barbara  S.  Duke  3 

Dulac.  Clanton  Chapel  . (Cyril  A.  Kirby  Verret  PTLP)  7 

Franklin: 

Asbury-Trinity  . (James  N.  Kirk  PTLP)  2 

First-McGowen  . William  A.  Rowell  4 

Godman .  . (Idella  A.  Stevenson  PTLP)  2 

Houma: 

First  . Alan  D.  Einsel  4 

Houma  Heights  . (Cecil  C.  Mims  R)  3 

Wesley-Mt.  Vemon .  . (Louis  Augustine.  Jr.  R)  2 

Indian  Bayou-Rayne.  Centenary . Karen  F.  Davis  2 

Jeanerette: 

St.  Paul-Fitzgerald-Mt.  Zion  . T.B.S. 

St.  Peler-Mallalieu . E.  Andrew  Goff  PM  2 

Krotz  Springs-Lottie.  Wilson  Memorial-Palmetto  .William  E.  Jacobs.  Sr.  PTLPJ  2 
Lafayette: 

Asbury  . Robert  L.  Burgess  4 

Associate . . Scott  T.  Bullock  3 

Church  of  the  Covenant . Richard  T.  Stiltner  2 

Immanuel . Charles  E.  Evans.  Sr.  3 

First . . M.  Jack  O'Dell  1 

Associate  . (C.  Ann  Sutton  PTLP)  1 

Northwood . Robert  L.  Deich  5 

Lydia  . (Robert  W.  Cormier  PTLP)  5 

Mathews.  Memorial -Bayou  Blue . Jose'  Garcia  1 

Melville . (Thecla  St.  Romain  PTLP)  2 

Morgan  City: 

Pharr  Chapel  . (Michael  Hammett  FTLP)  2 

Walmsley-Mason  . (Dan  Washington.  Jr..  PTLP)  7 

Napolconville.  Wesley-Woodlawn . (Albert  Holland  FTLP)  17 

New  Iberia 

First .  . . Michael  D.  McLaurin  1 

Associate . (Pamela  Fitch  PTLP)  2 

Mt.  Zion . .  .  . . (Larry  L.  Freeman  PTLP)  2 

St.  James-Briggs  . (Percell  Church.  Sr.)  1 

New  Roads.  First-Rosedale . (R.  Donald  Gentry  FTLP)  7 

Opelousas: 

Louisiana  Memorial  . Theo  S.  Standley  3 

St.  Mark . (Guy  E.  West.  Jr.)  4 

Patterson  . C.  Jeffrey  Duke  3 

Port  Barre  . Pat  Wadsworth  1 

Scott  Chapel-St.  Paul-St.  James  . T.B.S. 

St.  Paul-Green-Wiley . (Leroy  Brumfield  PTLP)  9 

Thibodaux: 

Calvary . (Clifton  C.  Conrad.  Sr  PTLP)  4 

First-Vacherie  . Deborah  L.  Drash  4 

Magnolia . (Joseph  Holland  PTLP)  4 

ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent . Donald  R.  Avery  4 

Alexandria: 

First . C.  Gerald  Richardson  1 

Associate . Juliet  P  Dcschner  1 

Associate  . Henry  C  Blount.  Jr  R  2 

Horseshoe  Drive-Hineston.  Fellowship  .  Larry  D.  O'Dell  3 

MacArthur  Drive . (J.T.  Cupples  PTLP  R)  4 

Newman . Isiah  M.  Lee.  Jr.  7 

St.  Mark's  . T.B.S. 

Trinity-Pleusant  Grove . (Jarrell  R  Morgan  FTLP)  2 

Wilton  . (Dorothy  Johnson  PTLP)  7 

Atlanta-Sanders  Chapel-Strange . T.B.S. 

Ball-Clear  Creek . (George  K.  Reech.  II  SLP)  4 

Boyce: 

Lahey  Chapel-Sieper . (Glinda  M.  Doucet  PTLP)  3 

Union-Meldir,  St.  Mark's  . T.B.S. 

Bunkie: 

David  Haas  Memorial-Evergreen- While's  Chapel . Richard  O.  Teeter  2 

Trinity . Richard  H.  Harry  R  2 

Booneville.  Wesley . (Emmett  C.  Collins,  Jr.  PTLP)  2 

Campti: 

First-St.  Maurice  . T.B.S 

St.  Paul-Mt.  Zion . T.B.S. 

Cheneyville.  St.  Paul . T.B.S. 

Greater  Colfax  Parish: 

Boyce.  First-Colfax,  First-Montgomery-Mt.  Zion 

Co-Pastor . (Michael  D.  Corrigan  FTLP)  2 

Co-Pastor . (Retha  V.  Corrigan  FTLP)  2 

Glenmora . (Byron  W.  Putnam  FTLP)  1 

Jena.  Nolley  Memorial-Bclah . John  R.  Johns  2 

Jonesville  . (John  L.  McDonald  FTLP)  2 

Lecompte- Bayou  Chicot-Cheneyville  . John  G.  Deschner  PM  I 

Marksville-Oak  Grove-Simmesport  . (Marvin  A.  Pratt  FTLP)  2 

Marthaville-Beulah  . . . .  T.B.S. 

Melder.  First  . . (Lonnie  M.  Walding  FTLP  R)  5 

Natchitoches: 

Asbury-Williams  Chapel-St.  Marks  . James  A.  Graham  8 

College  Avenue-Provencal-Weaver  . (Hugh  Don  Davis  FTLP)  1 

Emmanuel  . T.B.S. 

First  . Douglas  L.  Cain  4 

Associate  . James  M.  Poole  R  1 

Oak  Grove . . .  .(Fred  B.  Moore.  Jr.)  4 

Olla-Urania . .Cage  M.  McLemore  5 

Palestine . (George  A.  McVay)  4 

Pineville: 

First  ....  . J.  Roddy  Taylor  I 

Associate  . Jon  E.  Tellifero  3 

Wesley  . (James  E.  Ray.  Sr.  PTLP)  2 

Bethel . Henry  C.  Blount.  Jr.  R  1 

Pollock-Liberty  Chapel . (Dennis  K.  Lee  FTLP)  1 

Trout.  Justiss  Memorial-Eden-Georgetown,  Selma  .(Leon  L.  Zordan.  Jr.  PTLP)  1 
Winnfield-Couley  . . Byrd  L.  Terry  3 

BATON  ROUGE  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent . Leslie  P.  Norris  1 

Baker: 

Blackwater . Douglas  B.  deGraffenreid  2 

Associate  . Karen  A.  Edcnficld  PM  1 

Associate  . Byrl  J  Moreland  R  1 

First . J.  Edwin  Dilworth  3 

Baton  Rouge: 

Broadmoor  . Charles  B.  Simmons  6 

Associate  . Kenneth  M.  Carroll  5 

Associate  . Karl  S.  Klaus  3 

Associate  .  .  .Martin  W.  Corie  1 

Associate  . Donald  J.  Hall  R  3 

Camphor  Memorial . Roger  D.  Lathan  4 

Evangeline . Larry  D  Norman  2 

First . Christopher  H.  Andrews  7 

Associate  . William  L.  Youngblood  4 

Associate  . Franklin  P.  Poole  13 

Francis  Asbury  . Lorris  M.  Wimberly,  Jr.  1 

Genesis  . T.B.S. 

Hughes  Memorial  . William  J.  Miller  26 

Ingleside . Timothy  E.  Lawson  6 

Jefferson . Carol  S.  Winn  2 

Jordan-Maringouin.  St.  Peter  . Clarence  L.  Hillard  8 

Neely .  Arnold  V.  Brown  4 

New  Church.  South  Baton  Rouge . Frank  B.  Akin  1 

St.  Andrew's  . . .  Rod  Kennedy  3 

Associate  . Scott  L.  Edcnfield  PM  1 

St.John's  . Donald  K.  McDowell  6 

Associate  . J.  Albert  Trickett  R  4 

St.  Luke's  . Michael  T.  Head  3 

St.  Mark . James  F.  Haynes  PM  I 

St.  Paul-Deerford . John  C.  Coker.  Sr.  7 

University.  William  B.  Reily  Memorial . Kenneth  W.  Irby  I 

Associate  . . . Mark  Bray  3 

Wesley  . Freddie  C.  Henderson  8 

Clinton: 

First-Clear  Creek  . J.  Thomas  Logan  3 

Mt.  Zion-St.  Paul  . (Henry  Louis  Jones  PTLP)  3 

St.  Peter-Jackson  Chapel . Laurence  E.  Hall  R  5 

Convent.  St.  James-Nindc  Chapel  . (Curtis  Johnson  PTLP)  7 

Donaldsonville: 

First  . Stephen  C.  Fleming  5 

St.  Peter-Bellc  Rose.  St.  James . .(Ernest  E.  Scott)  4 

Galvez.  Carpenter’s  Chapel . Chris  A.  Blanchard  PM  I 

Gonzales.  First . Samuel  D.  Reeves  3 

Grccnwell  Springs,  Magnolia . (Wayne  Howington)  7 

Jackson-Ethel . James  W.  Jones  1 

Lobdcll,  LeJcunc . Robert  Williams  2 

Lutcher: 

First  . (Bryan  Mark  Jones  PTLP)  I 

Lutcher  Chapel-Gonzalcs,  St  Landry  (Gregory  McClay.  Sr.  PTLP)  5 

Plaquemine: 

First-Grand  River .  Weldon  C  Bares  5 

Hurst-St.  Luke . (Thomas  A.  Wesley  PTLP)  12 

Port  Allen.  Scott-Shiloh  . .  .  .(Ulyssc  Stephens)  2 

Prairieville,  Meadows  Chapel  . Angus  Carruth  R  3 

Pride.  Bethel . Lael  S.  Jones  R  I 

Roscdale.  Hartzell  . Carolyn  A  Stokes  4 

St.  Amant.  Faithful-New  River . (Owen  H.  Peyton.  Sr  FTLP)  2 

St.  Francisville  . (Harold  B.  Babin  FTLP)  24 

Slaughter-Bluff  Creek  . (L.  Darwin  Brecheen  PTLP)  7 


. T.B.S. 

. T.B.S. 

. Mary  S  Baugh  2 

.  .(Willie  Laws  PTLP)  2 


Spillman.  New  Hope-Concord . 

Tunica  . 

Watson.  Andrew  Chapel . 

Wilson.  Wesley-Asbury-Ml.  Carmel . 

Zachary: 

First  . DeWitt  M.  Ginn  1 

Moses  Chapel-Beech  Grove  . Willie  R.  Lafayette  R  2 

LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent . J.  Lawrence  Maddin  3 

Cameron.  Wakefield-Grand  Chenier . (Joseph  L  Rountree)  3 

Church  Point-Iota-Maxie  . . (Fred  M.  Fraser)  4 

Crowley,  First . Charles  L.  Floyd.  Jr.  5 

DcQuincy.  First  . Mark  B.  Benge.  Sr.  5 

DeRidder: 

First 

Co-Pastor  . John  N.  Williams  3 

Co-Pastor . Marie  P  Williams  3 

Wesley-Merryvillc . Charlotte  T.  Brent  PM  I 

Elizabelh-Hopewell-Pinc  Grove . (Lionel  J.  Marcel)  5 

Eunice.  First-Ville  Platte  . Gary  L.  Van  Horn  3 

Fairview-Sweetlake  . (John  W.  Guyre)  2 

Gueydan-Kaplan . James  R.  Schaub  4 

Hayes  . (Virginia  Cutrer  PTLP)  1 

Iowa . T.B.S. 

Jennings,  First . . J.  Penn  Morgan  1 

Kinder- Squyres . Charles  W.  Crews  3 

Lake  Arthur-Crowley.  Wesley  . (Glynn  L.  Foreman  FTLP)  5 

Lake  Charles: 

First  . Steven  M  Spurlock  4 

Minister  of  Visitation . Carl  F.  Lueg  R  16 

Oak  Park . Tommy  R.  Bergeron,  Sr.  2 

St.  Luke-Simpson . James  Humphreys  3 

University . Steven  W.  Caraway  3 

Warren  . Matthew  J.  G.  Tisby  PM  2 

Leesville: 

First-Holly  Grove . J  Ryan  Horton.  Jr.  4 

Korean  . (SeungHuhOD)  2 

Mt.  Zion-Macedonia-Haskin  Chapel  .  .  .  (Robert  M.  Eckerle.  Jr.  PTLP)  3 

Moss  Bluff .  . John  L.  Vining  3 

Oakdale-Pine  Prairie . Howard  L.  Hudson.  Jr.  2 

Oberlin-Basile . (Jerold  R.  Hoffpauir  PTLP)  3 

Florien.  Prospect-Hombeck . Wilson  H.  Brent  R  I 

Raymond-Elton . Curtiss  Dali  Eden  PM  1 

Ebenczer-Branch . (Robert  W  Peterson  R)  3 

Roanoke . (William  B.  Boyd  PTLP)  3 

Sulphur: 

Henning  Memorial . C.  Richard  Hoffpauir  1 

Associate  . Tracy  L.  MacKenzie  4 

Maplewood . J.  Richard  Scott-Welch  5 

Wesley-Hackberey .  . Leon  Boggs  3 

Vinton.  Welsh  Memorial  . A.  Fay  Barrhartung  R  5 

Welsh: 

First-Jennings.  Trinity  . G.  Larry  Maxwell.  Sr.  1 

Jones-Mallalieu  . Darlene  Moore-James  5 

Westlake . Steven  J.  Porter  2 

MONROE  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent . J.  Philip  Woodland  5 

Baskin . (Murdock  M.  S netting.  Jr.  PTLP)  1 

Bastrop: 

First-Collinston . Eddie  Morgan.  Jr.  1 

Memorial-Mer  Rouge . . B.  Ramon  Warren  4 

Mt.  Olive-St.  Paul  . Charles  Byrd  OD  3 

Beckman  . Isaac  A.  Patton.  Jr.  R  13 

Boeuf  Prairie . T.B.S. 

Columbia-Hebert . .M.  C.  Cady  4 

Crew  Lake-Little  Creek-Union . (Newton  M.  Home.  Jr.  FTLP)  1 

Delhi-Crowville  . Kibbie  E.  Hatfield  4 

Epps-Floyd-Pioneer . T.B.S. 

Ferriday-Clayton  .  .  . .  Lyndle  R.  Bullard  2 

Grayson . Lou  Ann  Hollis  2 

Kilboume-Locust  Grove . Stephen  R.  Williamson  3 

Lake  Providence . Gary  D.  Willis  3 

Mangham-Wisner . (Jennie  L.  Scott)  I 

Monroe: 

First  . Larry  R.  Stafford  I 

Associate  . Terry  A.  Love  PM  I 

Hope  . Larry  Martin  3 

Lea  Joyner  Memorial . David  F.  Fortuna  4 

Memorial-Oak  Ridge . Robert  E.  Hollis  1 

Reveille  . T.B.S. 

St.  James  . T.B.S. 

St.  Mark's . W.  Mark  Strickland  3 

St.  Paul's  . H.  Warren  Blakeman  4 

Associate  . Norwood  N.  Hingle.  Ill  PM  1 

Newellton  . Walter  L.  Parr.  Jr.  1 

Oak  Grove  . (Ronald  J.  Easterling  FTLP)  4 

Rayville-Holly  Ridge  . Frank  M.  Jones  8 

St.  Andrew's-Bartholomew . M.  Stuart  Sherman  4 

St.  Joseph-Waterproof- Wesley  . David  J  Sheehan  4 

Sicily  Island-Harrisonburg . Jon  Lord  OD  1 

Tallulah . Lillard  R.  Bevill  2 

Vidalia  . Joe  A.  Hoover  3 

Washington  Circuit: 

Washington  Ch.-Mt.  Sinai-Mt.  Nebo- 

St.  Peter-Lawson  Ch . (Joe  Brown.  Jr.  FTLP)  27 

West  Monroe: 

Asbury  . (John  G.  Hankins)  7 

Claibome-Wilhite  . (Richard  A.  Poss)  2 

Faith  . Ricky  L.  Willis  3 

First . Ray  R.  Spiller  4 

McGuire  . William  H  Willis  2 

Woodlawn . (Louis  W.  Redden.  Jr.  SLP)  3 

Winnsboro-Gilbert  . Charles  R.  Langford  I 

NEW  ORLEANS  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent . Carole  Cotton-Winn  6 

Belle  Chasse . Richard  C.  Hooton  PM  2 

Burns.  Trinity-Hope  Chapel  . (Mark  E.  Crosby)  9 

Chalmette.  St.  Bernard- Arabi  . (Gordon  L.  Smith,  Sr  R)  2 

Dcstrehan,  St.  Charles  . Mark  R.  Martin  6 

Golden  Meadow-Grand  Isle . (Ray  H.  Leidig.  Jr.  FTLP)  2 

Gretna: 

Boynton  . John  D.  V.  Hamilton  3 

Gretna . Lewis  L.  Olmsted  4 

Hahnville.  St.  James  . T.B.S. 

Kenner: 

First  .  . (Danyl  A.  Tate)  3 

Messiah-EI  Mesias . Benjamin  Santana  PM  3 

Thomas  . (Leslie  M.  Taylor.  Sr.  PTLP)  4 

LaPlace.  First  . Kenneth  M.  Graham.  Jr.  1 

Luling . M.  Ray  Holt  3 

Associate . (Regina  B  Hickman  PTLP)  2 

Metairie: 

Munholland  . T.  Nichols  Evans,  Jr.  4 

Associate  . Wybra  J.  Price.  II  3 

Associate  . Ramonalynn  W.  Bethley  OD  3 

St.  Matthew's . H.  A.  Harrington.  Jr  1 

New  Orleans: 

Algiers.  First  . L.  Andy  Foreman  4 

Asbury-St.  Matthew  . Andrew  J.  Douglas  8 

Aurora . w.  Odell  Simmons  4 

Bethany  . Kenneth  M.  Fisher  6 

Brooks  . Lance  E.  Brown  PM  3 

Associate  . Patricia  Ann  Brown  OD  2 

Carrollton-Metairie  . James  F.  Comer  4 

Cornerstone 

Co-Pastor . Ellen  J.  Blue  PM  1 

Co-Pastor . James  E.  Wilson  1 

Felicity . (Marva  L.  Mitchell  FTLP)  7 

First . Kenneth  R.  Jones  10 

First  Street  . Abraham  E,  Davis  22 

Grace  . Robert  F.  Harrington  R  3 

Hartzell . Karl  M.  Clark  PM  I 

Haven . Russell  L.  Jones  18 

Jefferson . Rebecca  D.  Conner  PM  5 

John  Wesley . (Harold  S.  Seals.  Sr.  PTLP)  2 

Korean  . Chang  Kyu  Lee  12 

LaHarpe-Thompson . William  L.  Jones  5 

Lake  Vista . Leland  D.  Wade  4 

Mount  Zion . Randall  E.  Campbell  I 

Napoleon  Avenue  . Jeffery  D.  Conner  5 

Parker  Memorial . W.  Craig  Gilliam  OD  3 

Pcck . McKinley  Franklin  4 

Peoples . Graham  P.  Matthews  3 

Philips  Memorial  . Helena  Wright-Butler  2 

Rayne  Memorial . George  A.  Duerson  3 

Associate  . W,  Craig  Gilliam  OD  2 

Ross-Williams . (Burnell  Bell  FTLP)  12 

St.  Luke's . Wesley  C.  Reagan  4 

St.  Mark's . T.B.S. 

St.  Paul's . Robert  W.  Bengtson  4 

St-  Philip  . (Walter  B.  Pennington  PTLP)  5 

Shaw  Temple . Dale  E.  Branch  1 

Trinity  of  Gentilly  . Timothy  M.  Smith  4 

Trinity-Wcslcy  . Samuel  E.  Butler.  Sr.  OD  2 

NORTH  SHORE  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent  . Carl  E.  Rhoads.  Ill  4 

Amitc-Independence  . Kenneth  R.  Bowman  1 

Angie.  Wesley  Ray-Live  Oak-Mary's  Chapel . (Oscar  Tippin.  Jr  FTLP)  3 

Bogalusa. 

Elizabeth  Sullivan  Memorial  . J.  Vemon  Fairley  5 

Thirkicld-Hany's  Chapel  . (Louis  A  Smith  PTLP)  5 


Bush .  . Karl  D  Wood  R  26 

Covington: 

First .  M  Eugene  Finnell  3 

Fitzgerald- Waldheim  .  . (Percy  M  Frazier)  3 

Day 's-Center- Darlington  . W.  Ralph  Ford  4 

Denham  Springs: 

First  . . Larry  G.  Miller  4 

Roberts-St.  Luke . ( Wilbur  G.  C.  Davis.  Sr.)  7 

Franklinton: 

Centenary-Fisher .  . W.  Spiller  Milton  5 

Winan-Hayes  Chapel  .  .Terrence  S  August  16 

Greensburg-Wesley  Chapel  . (Charles  R.  Coscntino  FTLP)  I 

Hammond.  First  . William  I  Eubanks  I 

James  Chapel  . T.B.S. 

Kentwood-Ml.  Hermon . James  Patric  Upton  OD  3 

Lacombe  . (Alice  W,  Story  FTLP)  I 

Livingston  .  (Paul  M.  Corse.  Ill  PTLP)  3 

Lorangcr-Cooper's  Chapel . . . .(L.  John  Locascio  FTLP)  3 

Mandcville: 

Church  of  the  Servant .  . Barry  E  Hughes  2 

St.  Timothy-On-The-North  Shore  . James  W.  Mitchell  1 

Associate  . C.  Frances  Johnson  PM  2 

Maurepas  . T.B.S. 

Montpelier  . T  B  S 

Pearl  River  . (Gene  M.  Faurie  FTLP)  5 

Pine  Grove-Nesoni  Memorial . .(Wanda  Coscntino  FTLP)  1 

Ponchatoula: 

First . . Burton  F  Blair  4 

Lee's  Landing . . Vema  L  Buell  R  4 

Wesley  Chapel  . William  M.  Jacocks  R  1 

Slidell. 

Aldersgate  . Donald  C.  Cottrill  2 

Associate  . Walter  R.  Parker.  Jr.  PM  3 

First . Joe  W.  McClain  5 

Associate  . J.  David  Mitchell  PM  2 

Hartzell  Mt.  Zion  . Alonzo  J.  Campbell  6 

Springfield: 

First-Huff  Chapel  . .  .(E  Rand  Guy  FTLP)  3 

St  James-Newell  . .  (Nolan  M.  Robinson  PTLP)  5 

Talisheck-Sun  . (James  W.  Reid  PTLP)  2 

Tangipahoa-Pine  Ridge  . (Betty  H  Hoffman  FTLP)  3 

Vamado  . Ester  L.  Hammond  R  2 

Walker 

First-Mangum  Chapel . Thomas  E.  Dolph  1 

Friendship-Corbin . (Lewis  M.  Morris.  Jr  PTLP)  6 

Watson.  Live  Oak  .  . Douglas  E.  Milliron  PM  2 

RUSTON  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent . Jimmie  D.  Pyles  1 

Ansley  . Merlin  W.  Merrill  R  2 

Antioch.  Simsboro-Lisbon . Homer  V.  Bailes  R  5 

Arcadia-Mt.  Mariah  .  . R.  Don  Ross  I 


.  .(William  J  Maxey  PTLP)  4 

. TBS 

. (Lloyd  E.  Scott  FTLP)  2 

. Andy  R  Hurst  4 

(William  R  Higgs  PTLP)  3 

. (Jan  P  Rose  PTLP)  1 

(Linda  K  Shepherd  FTLP)  2 
.  .Raymond  M  Crofoot  R  6 


Arizona  . 

Athens . 

Bemicc-Beech  Grove-Summerfield  . 

Beulah-Indian  Village . 

Bienville  . 

Centerpoint  . 

Chatham-Concord . 

Choudrant-Douglas . 

Cotton  Valley . (Leo  L.  Beck  R)  3 

Downsville-Bethel-Mt.  Nebo  .  .  . John  F.  Durham  PM  2 

Doyline-Sibley  . (Margaret  L.  Brown  FTLP)  2 

Dubach-Harmony  Chapel . Henry  M.  Hamilton.  Jr.  PM  3 

Eros-Eros.  Antioch . T.B.S. 

Farmcrville . Kirby  Vining  R  2 

Gibsland-Oak  Grove  . . W.  Ed  Parks.  Sr.  R  3 

Haynesville-Shongaloo . George  B  Cunningham  3 

Heflin-Brushwood  . (Judith  D.  Bazer  FTLP)  7 

Hodge-Dodson-New  Hope . . T.B.S 

Homer- Wesley  Chapel  . Larry  D  Robertson  I 

Jonesboro  . . David  B.  Dietzel  4 

Marion-Bird's  Chapel . John  E  Zehr  PM  I 

Mcmorial-Salem  . (James  B.  Moore  FTLP)  2 

Minden: 

First . Thomas  L  Howe.  Jr  1 

Lakeview  . (Thomas  A.  Wilson)  3 

Mount  Zion  .  . . . Terilynn  Russ  I 

Pilgrim  Rest . . (Samuel  L.  Bradley  PTLP)  3 

Pine  Grove-Belhlehem . (Joseph  H.  Windham  PTLP)  1 1 

Pleasant  Valley  . (Joe  E.  Hunter  PTLP l  3 

Quitman-Clay . (David  Carlton  FTLP)  1 

Ringgold-Castor . Roy  Bryan  Moore  OD  2 

Ruston 

Faith-Wesley  Chapel . (L.  Alton  Peel.  Sr  FTLP  I  1 

Grace . W.  Dwight  Ramsey  1 

Trinity . Fred  B.  Wideman  1 

Associate  . M.  Roily  Walker  17 

Springhill-Sarepta 

Co-Pastor . Kathry  n  J.  Dauphin  4 

Co-Pastor . Ronald  D  Dauphin  4 

Whitehall-Colquitt-Evergreen  . (David  G.  Bazer  PTLP)  3 

SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent  . Robert  L.  Potter  4 

Benton  . .William  A  Moon.  Ill  4 

Coushatta-Wesley  Chapel  . A  Swindell  Hodges,  Jr.  2 

Cross  Roads-Hall  Summit  . (Loretta  Lampkin  PTLP)  1 

Greenwood-Beihany . Steven  R.  Kelly  4 

Hossion-Gilliam . (Thomas  C.  Beeler  FTLP)  2 

Ida-Rodessa .  . Robert  E  Carter  R  5 

Logansport-Bethel  . Carolyn  B  Volentine  2 

Longstreet-Shiloh-Keatchie . Charles  Roper  1 

Mansfield: 

First-Grand  Cane . Jack  Phelps  2 

Wesley-Rosa-James  Ch.-St.  Matthew . Nathan  Daniels,  Jr.  3 

Many-Bayou  Scie . Hulen  C.  Warren.  Jr  4 

Mooringsport-Oil  City-Belcher . Bryan  S.  Dauphin  1 

New  Light- Bradford  Chapel . (Levi  Moore  PTLP)  4 

Plain  Dealing-Walker's  Chapel  E  Benjamim  Fant  2 

Pleasant  Hill-Mitchell-Pelican  . (Carl  D  Munyon  PTLP)  2 

Pleasant  Valley-Mt.  Zion-Bonchest-Fairview  .  .  (Oscar  E  Player)  6 

Shady  Grove-Jewella . Willie  L  Henry  3 

Vivian  . Robert  Townsend  4 

Zwolle-Converse-Noble  Ted  D  Freeland  I 

Shreveport-Bossier  City: 

Asbury . Jerry  G.  Hilbun  7 

Barksdale  . (Jerry  Kittrcdge  SLP)  2 

Blanchard  . .  .  . . Ellen  B.  Montegudo  PM  7 

Bossier  City.  First  . Troy  Edward  Bovd.  Jr.  1 

Associate  . Daniel  P.  Gleason  4 

Associate . (H.  Austin  Smith  R)  8 

Broadmoor . William  D  Peeples  4 

Associate . Ellen  Alston  4 

Associate . George  F.  Pearce.  Jr.  R  14 

Associate  . Benedict  A.  Galloway  R  8 

Caddo  Heights . . T.B.S. 

Christ  . Charles  B.  Humphreys  1 

Ellerbe  Road  . (James  A.  Van  Hook.  Jr.  PTLP)  7 

Fairfield-Faith  . (Willie  E.  Jackson.  Jr  FTLP)  7 

Fellowship  . Gregory  R.  Davis  6 

Grace  Community . Robert  A  Weber  4 

Kcithville . Clifford  N.  McCall  OD  7 

Lakeview . A.  Wayne  Evans  2 

Love  Chapel . (John  H.  Lavo)  8 

Mangum . Paul  C  Carroll.  Sr  5 

McDonald . (Clyde  T  Smith  PTLPi  5 

Momingside  . Rhonda  F  Yonlev  2 

Mt.  Zion-Johnson  Chapel . (Donny  R  Nedd  PTLP)  4 

Noel . Grayson  B  Watson  4 

North  Highlands . Conrad  P.  Edwards  2 

St.  James-Round  Grove  . Macky  R.  Giles  PM  2 

St.  Luke's 

Co-Pastor . James  R.  Huber  2 

Co-Pastor  . Sandi  B  Huber  2 

Si-  Paul  . . George  L.  Thomas  6 

Shreveport.  First  . R  Pat  Day  3 

Associate . Richard  H.  Humphries  2 

Associate  . Brian  R  Barron  4 

Associate . William  F.  Mayo  R  10 

Minister  of  Music  . (Will  Andress  FTLP)  24 

Scholar  in  Residence  . Donald  A.  Webb  R  3 

Director  of  Planned  Giving  . August  E  Aainodl  R  2 

Summer  Grove . .  Willis  W.  Dear  4 

Tnnity-Haughton . Brad  Yonley  PM  2 

SPECIAL  APPOINTMENTS  WITHIN  CONNECTION AL  STRUCTURE 
Conference  Staff 

Executive  Director  of  LA  United  Methodist  Foundation  Kenneth  R.  Reed  BR  6 
Executive  Director  of  Administrative  Services/Treasurer/ 

Secretary /Statistician  . Stone  W.  Caraway  BR  5 

Executive  Director  of  Council  on  Ministries .  Leslie  N.  Akin  BR  2 

Director  of  Special/Serving  Ministries  . George  W.  C  Calvin.  Sr  BR  4 

Director  of  Youth  and  Campus  Ministries . Roger  Templeton  PM  BR  2 


Missionaries 

United  Theological  College.  Bangalore.  India  . Carlos  A.  Welch  AL  9 

Faculty  and  Administrators  of  United  Methodist  Theological  Schools  and  Other 

Educational  Institutions 

Asst.  Dean  of  the  Chapel/Dir  Religious  Life. 

Duke  University  .  Debra  K.  Braz/el  AC  5 

Exec.  Dir..  Institute  of  Religion. 

Texas  Medical  Center.  Houston  John  E  Fellers  AL  I 

Asst.  Professor  of  Religious  Education.  Yale  Divinity  School. 

New  Haven.  CT .  Robert  K.  Martin  PM  AL  I 

Asst.  Professor  of  Theo.. 

St.  Joseph's  Univ  Philadelphia.  PA . Millicent  C.  Feske  NO  3 

Protestant  Chaplain.  Wellesley  College.  Wellesley  MA.  .  Erika  Jefferson  NO  3 

President.  The  Jefferson  Circle . . David  G.  Trickett  NO  8 

Professor  of  Social  Ethics.  Candler . Theodore  A.  Weber  NO  38 

Campus  Minister.  United  Ministries.  Higher  Education. 

University  of  Nebraska.  Lincoln.  NE . Melissa  Draper  NS  4 

T.  L  James  Professor  of  Religion/Chaplain. 

Centenary  College .  Robert  Ed  Taylor  SH  35 

Director.  Centenary  School  of  Church  Careers. 

Centenary  College . Jayne  Trammell- Kelly  SH  4 

Assoc.  Dean/Community  Life. 

Perkins  School  of  Theology . Linn  Miller  Caraway  SH  14 

Campus  Minister- 

University  of  Southwestern  Louisiana  .  Alfred  C.  Bakewell.  Ill  AC  1 

Southern  University  . Carols  n  A.  Stokes  BR  4 

TUCM-LSU  ......  Randall  K.  Nichols  BR  13 

McNeese  University  . Wayne  G.  Taylor  LC  14 

Tulane  University  . John  M.  Higginbotham.  Jr.  NO  8 

UNO.  SUNO.  Delgado . Dale  E.  Branch  NO  6 

Grambling  State  University  . Derrick  D  Hills  OD  1 

Louisiana  Tech  University . Andrew  R.  Hurst  RUS  5 

APPOINTED  IN  OTHER  ANNUAL  CONFERENCES 

South  Georgia . Isaac  G.  Moon  LC  2 

Western  North  Carolina . Kathy  Clark-Dickens  SH  2 

North  Alabama . Marcell  A.  Johnson  PM  SH  2 

Great  Britain . Rebecca  Aist  McFee  PM  SH  1 

SPECIAL  APPOINTMENTS  TO  EXTENSION  MINISTRIES 
Armed  Forces  and  Veterans  Administration  Chaplaincy 

US  Air  Force  .  .  W.  Scott  Adams  AL  2 

Coord  Treatment  Center. 

Outpatient  Gen  Psy.  Serviee.VA  Hospital.  N  O.  Clarence  C.  Fuller  NO  16 

US  Navy . Robert  G  Rowland  NO  21 

US  Navy . J.  Van  Dickens.  Ill  SH  2 

Correctional  Institutions  Chaplaincy 
Dixon  Correctional  Institute,  Jackson  . .  . 


.  .Bertrand  Griffin  BR  19 


Health  Care  Fields,  Community  Service  Organizations  and  Other  Related 

Ministries 

Director.  Dulac  Cooperative  Ministry  .  Donald  R.  Morgan  AC  3 

Assoc.  Director.  Sager-Brown  Center 

for  Enabling  Ministries  . (Sue  Pugh  PTLP)  AC  1 

Home  Health/Child  Guid  .  Mesquite.  Dallas.  TX.  .M  Theresa  McConnell  AL  2 
C.P.E  Supervisor.  Our  Lady  of  the  Lake 

Medical  Center . Thomas  Babington.  Ill  BR  2 

Chaplain.  Baton  Rouge  General  Medical  Center  Stephen  C  Fleming  BR  5 

Chaplain.  North  Atlanta  Tri-Hospital . Virginia  D.  Millet  PM  BR  I 

International  Vice  President 

Victorious  Christian  Living .  John  Howard  Sewell  BR  3 

Chaplain.  Memorial  Hospital.  Lake  Charles .  David  De Witt  LC  3 

Relief  Chaplain. 

Pendleton  Mem.  Meth.  Hospital . (Allan  Anderson,  Jr  PTLP)  NO  3 

St  Thomas/Irish  Channel  Consortium  . C.  David  Billings.  Jr.  NO  2 

Part-Time  Chaplain.  Methodist  Home  of  New1  Orleans  Jeffery  D  Conner  NO  I 
Chaplain/Dir  Pastoral  Care.  Pendleton  Mem  Meth.  Hosp.  .Paul  G.  Durbin  NO  20 
Clinical  Director  Pastoral  Counseling  Center. 

Mercy+Baptist  Hospital.  N-O . M.  Douglas  Ezell  NO  4 

Chaplain/Pastoral  Counselor.  Ec.  Center  for  Rel  &  Health. 

San  Antonio.  TX . Maria  J  Kennedy  NO  9 

Director.  Peoples  Community  Center  .  .  (Marva  L.  Mitchell  FTLP)  NO  4 

Pastoral  Counselor.  Bohlen  &  Assoc..  Springfield.  IL . Roy  B  Nash  NO  * 

Chaplain.  Pendleton  Mem.  Meth.  Hospital  .  .  .Judy  E  Nelson  NO  14 

Wesley  Community  Center.  Atlanta. 

General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  . . William  C.  Taylor  NO  13 

Director  of  Development.  Methodist  Children's  Home  Paul  E.  Sabin  RUS  2 
Chaplain/Director  of  Christian  Education. 

Methodist  Children's  Home . Mickey  D.  Stringfield  RUS  2 

Assist.  Chaplain/Director  of  Christian  Education. 

Methodist  Children's  Home  . Terilynn  Russ  RUS  1 

Evergreen  Ministries  . R.  Stephen  Casey  SH  6 

Family  Counseling  &  Children's  Services . Dale  Hensarling  SH  3 

St.  Joseph's  Hospital.  Tampa  FL . Samuel  S  Hook  SH  3 

Shreveport  Family  Counseling  Center  . Charles  B  Roper  SH  3 

Chaplain.  Schumbert  Medical  Center . S.  Kemper  Smith  SH  2 

SPECIAL  APPOINTMENTS  BEYOND  THE  MINISTRY  USUALLY 
„  ,  ~  ,  FXTENDEP  THROUGH  THE  LOCAL  CHURCH 

Pastoral  Cousehng  Resident.  Samaritan  Center. 

Houston.  TX .  Daniel  H.  Miller  LC  2 

Exec  Dir .  Creative  Ministry  Associate. 

Durham.  N.C  . Cathy  S.  Carlson  MON  20 

Asst.  Dean  of  Students.  University  of  Wisconsin  .  William  D.  McLean  RUS  1 1 

SPECIAL  APPOINTMENTS  TO  OTHER  VALID  MINISTRIES 

Appointed  to  Attend  School 

St  Paul  School  of  Theology  . Flint  Shea  PM  BR  I 

St.  Luke's  Episcopal  Hospital.  Houston.  TX. 

t Resident  Advanced  CPE)  .  .  . Joe  Beth  Rees  PM  NO  I 

Perkins  School  of  Theology  Joey  Darnell  Connelly  PM  NS  2 

Asbury  School  of  Theology . Brian  Yeicli  PM  RUS  3 

Perkins  School  of  Theology .  . Mary  Irby  PM  SH  3 

Disability  Leave 

Disability  Leave . Gilbert  Wade  AC  5 

Disability  Leave  D- Dak  Lyons  BR  13 

Disability  Leave . .Sidney  Earl  Irv  ing  AL  15 

Disability  Leave  Gary  Lee  Ellliott  MON  4 

Disability  Leave  . John  E.  Scarf  MON  2 

Leave  of  Absence 

Leave  of  Absence . 

Leave  of  Absence . 

Leave  of  Absence . 

Leave  of  Absence . 

Leave  of  Absence  . 

Leave  of  Absence . 

Family  Leave 

Family  Leave . 


. L.  Chris  Cuny 

Joseph  M.  Donakey  PM 
.  Heidi  Erin  Davis 

. Richard  C  Hebert 

Martha  P.  Edgerton  PM 

William  C.  Blakely  SH  4 


AL  3 
AL  3 
NS 


Sabbatical  Leave 

Sabbatical  Leave 


Deaconess 

Deaconess 


John  G.  Whitley  BR  I 
Randall  B  Scrivener  BR  1 


. Evelyn  Murphrcc  R  NO 

Diagonal  Mincers 

Director  of  Christian  Education.  FUMC.  Houma  Barbara  C  Einsel  AC 

Director  of  Christian  Education.  FUMC.  Thibodaux  . Monika  Monk  AC 

Director  of  Conference  Education  Ministries  Linda  Fox  BR 

Director  of  Youth  Ministries.  Broadmoor  John  Edd  Harper  BR 

Director  of  Christian  Education.  Broadmoor  Sue  Kellv  BR 

Director  of  Music.  Broadmoor  J.  Sidney  Montegudo  BR 

Director  of  Older  Adults  &  Visitation.  Wesley.  B  R . Lusinda  Warren  BR 

Director  of  Conf.  Rel./  Di\  of  Diaconal  Ministry  .  NashvilleJoaquin  Garcia  MON 


Director  of  Music.  First.  Monroe 

Director  of  Music.  First  Street.  N.O . 

Director  of  Christian  Education.  Boynton 
Director  of  Christian  Education.  Rayne  Memorial 
Director  of  Christian  Education.  FUMC.  Slidell 

Director  of  Music.  Tnnit>  . 

Director  of  Music  Nbel 

Adult  Ministries  &  Evangelism.  Noel . 


InmiilciKd  In 

Paul  Sabin 
John  Durham  PM 


June  5.  1995 
.  June  5.  1995  . 


Transferred  Out 

Chung  Baek  Kim  . May  31.  1995 

Douglas  Robinson-Johnson  PM  .  June  I.  1995 

Richard  J  Weihing.  Jr  PM  . June  I.  1995 

Clifford  C.  Wright',  Jr  July  15.  1994  . 


Kem  Alexander  MON 
Connie  Breaux  NO 
Barbara  Hamilton  NO 
Carol  Starks  NO 
.  Carolyn  B  Foster  NS 
Roger  Michael  Cloud  RUS 
Suzanne  Cate  SH 
Regina  Wren  SH 


Mississippi 
Kansas  East 


. Florida 

N  Illinois 

. Trov 

N.W  Texas 


Director  of  Parish  Development 

Center  for  Pastoral  Effectiveness  . 

Staff  of  General  Agencies 

Area  Secretary.  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 

Editor.  Spanish  Publications.  Board  of  Discipleship 

Staff  of  Jurisdictional  Agencies 

Executive  Director  of  South  Central  Jurisdiction 


John  M  Winn.  Jr.  NO  6 


Julius  Jefferson  NO  8 
Marta  L  Sanfiel  NO  3 


.  .L.  Ray  Braitlon  SH  4 


KEY  FOR  CLERGY  APPOINTMENTS 
Name  only  Full  Connection 

pM  Probationary  Member 

Name  m  Parentheses  Associate  Member 

FTLP  Full  Time  Local  Pastor 

PTLP  .  Part  Time  Local  Pastor 

SLP  Student  Local  Pastor 

OD  . Other  Denomination 

T  B  S  To  Be  Supplied 


SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  LOUISIANA  CONFERENCE  OF  THE  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH 


June  9,  1995 


i^jr* 


UNITED  METHODIST 

FOUNDATION 

of  Lou  isiana - 


“Building 
for  the  Future” 


June  1995 


From  the  Director 


Endowing  Your  Church  Pledge 

Wbat  happens  to  our  church 
pledge  at  our  death?  Most  of  us 
spend  years  serving  our  beloved 
United  Methodist  Church.  We 
invest  "big  bucks"  in  furthering 
the  cause  of  Christ  during  our  life¬ 
time.  Wbat  happens  when  we  are 
no  longer  around  to  make  our 
gifts  in  person?  Usually  our  finan¬ 
cial  support  ceases  and  the  church 
we  love  has  to  struggle  to  make  up 
the  loss. 

This  doesn't  have  to  be. 
Stewardship  of  our  possessions 
shouldn't  end  with  our  death.  An 
endou'tnent  fund  can  be  set  up 
with  the  Foundation  to  fund  your 
pledge  "from  now  on."  Your  toil l 
can  be  written  so  your  pledge  uill 
be  there  to  continue  funding  the 
good  causes  you  believe  in. 

Call  us  at  the  United  Methodist 
Foundation  of  Louisiana  We  can 
makegood  stewardship  a  continu¬ 
ing  reality. 

Grace  and  peace. 

/V 

Kenneth  R.  Reed 


Gift  Annuity  Rates 

( Provided  by  American  Council 
on  Gift  Annuities) 


AGE 

RATE 

AGE 

RATE 

65 

6.5 

76 

7.9 

66 

6.5 

77 

8.1 

67 

6.6 

78 

8.3 

68 

6.7 

79 

8.5 

69 

6.8 

80 

8.8 

70 

6.9 

81 

9.1 

71 

7.1 

82 

9.4 

72 

7.2 

83 

9.6 

73 

7.3 

84 

9.8 

74 

7.5 

85 

10.0 

75 

7.7 

86 

10.2 

Yes, 

I'm  interested  in 

learning  about  a  gift  annuity 
that  will  provide  income  to 
me  during  my  lifetime  and 
then  help  my  local  church 
or  a  church-related  institution 
after  my  lifetime.  Send  me  a 
computer-generated  analysis 
showing  the  specific  tax 
benefits  for  someone  my  age. 

Name: _ 


Date  of  Birth: 
Address:  _ 


City:  _  State:  _ 

Zip:  _ 

Anticipated  Amount  $ _ 

Send  to: 

United  Methodist  Foundation 
527  North  Boulevard 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 
(504)  346-1535 
1-800-256-9317 


Foundation  Celebrates 
Twentieth  Anniversary  Year 


yJ he  general  purpose  of  this 
corporation  shall  be  to  receive 
gifts,  legacies,  and  bequests  and  to 
administer  the  same  for  the 
benefit  of  the 
Annual 
Conference 
agencies, 
institutions, 
local  churches, 
and  causes  of  the 
United  Methodist 
Church  of  Louisiana; 
and  to  carry  on 
an  effective  pro¬ 
gram  of  encouraging  Methodist 
people  in  Louisiana  to  be  good 
stewards  of  their  present  and 
future  resources.” 

Articles  of  Incorporation 


With  this  mission  statement  con¬ 
tained  in  the  original  articles  of  incorpo¬ 
ration,  the  United  Methodist  Foundation 
of  Louisiana  came  into  existence  in 
November  of  1975. 

It  all  began  a  few  months  earlier 
when  Clyde  Clark,  Leonard  Cooke  and 
Jimmie  Caraway  attended  a  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  National  Association  of 
United  Methodist  Foundations  in 
St.  Louis  at  the  request  of  Bishop 
Finis  Crutchfield.  After  witnessing 
the  success  of  other  conference 
foundations,  these  three  Louisiana 
Conference  ministers  were  con¬ 
vinced  of  the  need  to  form  a  foun¬ 
dation  to  serve  the  needs  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  in 
Louisiana. 

After  receiving  approval  at  the 
June  1975  Annual  Conference  ses¬ 
sion,  a  drafting  committee  chaired 
by  Dr.  Jimmie  Caraway  went  to 
work.  With  the  help  of  long-time 
Conference  Chancellor  W.  D. 
Cotton,  Mr.  John  Coleman  and  oth¬ 
ers,  the  articles  of  incorporation 
were  prepared,  and  the  organizational 
meeting  of  the  board  of  trustees  was 
held  on  November  17,  1975. 

At  that  meeting,  the  Foundation 
received  its  first  gift,  a  check  in  the 
amount  of  $5 .000  from  Mrs.  Charles  N. 
Cadwallader.  Dr.  Clyde  Clark  soon 
became  the  first  executive  director,  Mr. 
Shelby  Smith  became  the  first  board 


president,  and  the  Foundation  has  been 
growing,  both  in  terms  of  size  and  ser¬ 
vices,  ever  since. 

According  to  Dr.  Clark,  a  major 
development  in  the  early  years  of  the 
Foundation  occurred  when  the  execu¬ 
tive  director  of  the  United  Methodist 
Foundation  in  Mississippi  spoke  to  a 
group  of  Louisiana  Methodists  which 
included  Bishop  Kenneth  Shamblin. 
The  speaker’s  comments  focused  on 
how  the  Mississippi  United  Methodist 
Foundation  had  become  the  central 
investment  agency  and  financial  ser¬ 
vices  provider  for  Conference  agencies, 
local  churches  and  United  Methodist 
institutions  in  that  state. 

"Bishop  Shamblin  immediately 
seized  upon  the  idea,  and  our 
Foundation  was  on  its  way  to  serving 
the  Louisiana  Conference  in  a  similar 
capacity,"  recalled  Dr.  Clark. 

Over  the  last  twenty  years  the 
Foundation  has  seen  spectacular 
growth.  That  growth  is  a  testimony  to 
the  ability  of  men  and  women  like  Mrs. 
Cadwallader  to  share  a  common  vision 
for  the  future  of  the  church. 

Today,  as  the  Foundation’s  assets 
under  management  approach  the  $30 
million  mark,  it  is  exciting  to  contem¬ 
plate  what  may  be  accomplished  during 
the  next  twenty  years. 


Dr.  Clyde  Clark  served  as  the 
Foundation 's  first  Executive 
Director  from  1976  to  1980. 


Methodist  Home 
for  New  Program 

by  Shaler  S.  Welts 

Director  of  Fund  Development , 

Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans 

Today  will  be  Lisa’s  first  day  in  her  new  foster  home. 
She  packed  early  this  morning  even  though  her  foster 
mother  won  t  be  here  until  3:30.  But  she  can’t  wait.  Lisa 
is  the  first  child  admitted  to  the  new 
Private  Agency’  Foster  Care  program  at 
the  Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans. 

Here  comes  her  new  family  and  there 
goes  Lisa,  we  hope  for  the  last  time. 

Bye  Lisa!  Good  luck! 

Lisa  is  one  of  the  lucky  ones;  at  least 
as  lucky'  as  a  girl  can  be  considering  the 
bad  luck  of  being  bom  into  an  abusive 
family.  Let  me  tell  you  about  her  life. 

Lisa  was  born  1 3  years  ago  to  a  moth¬ 
er,  young  and  illiterate  and  not  sure 
which  of  the  many  men  in  her  life  was 
Lisa's  father.  As  Lisa  grew  she  didn’t  get 
roper  medical  attention.  Her  mother 
ad  no  money.  Lisa  didn’t  go  to  school 
regularly  because  her  mother  was  usual¬ 
ly  up  all  night  and  couldn’t  wake  up  to 
get  Lisa  ready.  When  Lisa  was  9  she  was 
the  main  care  giver  for  her  two  younger 
siblings,  a  girl  6,  and  a  boy  18  months. 

Lisa  and  her  brother  and  sister  didn’t  eat 
square  meals  and  never  went  to  the 
dentist.  Not  much  of  a  life  for  a  young 
girl. 

The  worst  came  later  when  her  moth¬ 
er’s  boyfriend  started  sexually  molesting 
her.  That  went  on  for  two  years  until  the 
children  w’ere  taken  from  their  mother. 

That  is  when  wre  first  met  Lisa. 

Lisa  was  admitted  to  our  residential 
program  classified  severely  emotionally 
disturbed.  She  received  23  hours  per 
month  of  counseling.  After  four  months 
she  progressed  to  the  moderate  classifi¬ 
cation  and  wras  placed  in  a  therapeutic 
foster  home.  Lisa  wasn't  quite  ready  for 
the  foster  home  and  couldn't  get  along 
with  her  foster  sister.  She  came  back 
here. 


Receives  Grant 


But  after  a  few  months  something  clicked.  Lisa  started 
responding  to  her  therapy  and  she  did  better  in  school. 
Because  of  her  progress  Lisa  was  reclassified  mild  and  she 
no  longer  belonged  here. 

Like  I  said,  Lisa  is  lucky.  A  month  ago  she  would  have 
been  transferred  to  a  totally  unfamiliar  agency.  We  never 
liked  doing  that  because  it  added  so  much  stress  to  the 
child’s  life.  But  now  we  don’t  have  to. 
With  the  help  of  a  start-up  grant  from 
the  United  Methodist  Foundation  we 
are  able  to  keep  Lisa  under  our  wing  in 
the  new  foster  care  program.  She  will 
live  with  a  foster  family  we  have 
trained  and  who  we  know  will  give 
Lisa  the  care  and  nurturing  she  so  des¬ 
perately  needs.  No  more  strangers  for 
Lisa. 

The  facts: 

This  new  program,  Private  Agency 
Foster  Care,  is  designed  for  children 
who  are  classified  as  having  mild  to 
moderate  behavior  problems.  The 
children  are  still  in  the  protection  of 
the  state  child  welfare  system.  A 
Methodist  Home  case  manager  is 
required  to  visit  the  foster  home  once  a 
month,  and  die  foster  parents  attend 
monthly  training  sessions.  We  have 
thirty-five  children  ready  to  enter  this 
new  level  of  care,  opening  space  in  our 
therapeutic  programs  for  more  children 
needing  a  very  restrictive  environment. 

While  Lisa  is  a  fictitious  character, 
her  circumstances  are  exacdy  what 
many  of  our  children  have  gone 
through,  and  worse.  The  Methodist 
Home  of  New  Orleans  wants  to  help  as 
many  children  as  it  can,  and  our  new 
foster  care  program  is  the  first  next 
step.  The  second  next  step  might  be  a 
group  home  or  another  large  facility. 

Whatever  the  future  brings,  you  can 
be  sure  it  will  benefit  the  children  who 
need  it  most.  Thanks  to  support  from 
die  United  Methodist  Foundation  and 
our  many  faithful  donors,  the  Methodist 
Home  of  New  Orleans  will  always  be 
here  to  help. 


With  the  help  of  a 
start-up  grant  from  the 
United  Methodist 
Foundation  we  are 
able  to  keep  Lisa  under 
our  wing  in  the  new 
foster  care  program. 

Alarming  Statistics 

Sexual  Abuse  ^Up620% 
Physical  Abuse  i|lUp415% 
Neglect  |  Up  151% 

(Increases  during  period  1980-1990) 


Meet  the 

Foundation 

Board 

In  April  of  this  year,  Mrs.  Patsy 
Barnes  took  on  the  job  of  Development 
Committee  Chairperson.  Mrs.  Barnes  is 
especially  well  suited  for  this  position 
having  served  on  the  Foundation's  staff 
from  1987  to  1989  as  Director  of 
Development.  As  Chairperson  for  the 
Development  Committee,  she  will  also 
serve  as  a  member  of  the  Execudve 
Committee  of  the  Foundadon’s  Board  of 
Trustees. 

Mrs.  Barnes  and  her  husband,  Roy, 
are  members  of  Broadmoor  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge.  Over 
the  years,  she  has  been  a  leader  in 
her  local  church,  the  Annual 
Conference,  and  a  variety  of  civic 
organizations 
including  the 
United  Way. 

Mrs.  Barnes 
retired  as  a  Vice 
President  of 
American  Bank 
in  Baton  Rouge 
in  1987.  During 
her  banking 
career  of  almost 
forty  years,  she 
was  a  leader  in 
expanding 
opportunities 
for  women  in 
banking. 

In  addition  to  supporting  the 
Foundation  with  her  time,  Patsy  and 
her  husband  Roy  established  an 
Endowment  Fund  with  the  Foundation 
several  years  ago.  Through  this  endow¬ 
ment  fund,  they  plan  to  perpetuate  their 
pledge  to  their  local  church. 

"I  care  ’  about  the  many  deserving 
ministries  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  and  want  to  help  address  their 
needs  in  the  years  to  come,"  said  Mrs. 
Barnes.  "I  feel  the  United  Methodist 
Foundation  offers  the  best  opportunity 
to  contribute  to  the  future  of  our 
church." 


Patsy  T.  Barnes 


Is  Your  Will 
Important  to 
Your  Church? 

Over  the  past  ten  years  21%  of  all 
gifts  from  individuals  to  higher  educa¬ 
tion  have  come  through  bequests.  And, 
during  that  same  period,  almost  1/3  of 
all  gifts  from  individuals  to  colleges  and 
universities  came  from  some  form  of 
planned  gift  (wills,  trusts,  gifts  of  real 
estate,  etc.).  A  much  smaller  percentage 
of  gifts  received  by  churches  came  in 
the  form  of  bequests  or  other  planned 
gifts.  Why?  Perhaps  the  answer  is  simply 
that  churches  have  failed  to  let  their 
members  know  how  important  a  will, 
trust,  gift  annuity  or  other  planned  gift 
can  be  to  the  future  of  the  church. 

Your  will  is  important  to  your  church! 
Contact  the  United  Methodist 
Foundation  of  Louisiana  to  find  out  how 
you  can  make  a  planned  gift  that  will 
benefit  your  church  for  years  to  come. 


Executive  Committee 

A.Btidger  Eglin,  President 
John  T.  Porter.  Vice  President 
Arthur  E.  Faulk,  III,  Treasurer 
Isiah  M.  Lee,  Jr.,  Secretary 
Patsy  T.  Barnes,  Development 
Mat  Kawasaki,  Budget 
Irwin  L.  Felps.Jr.,  Appropriations 


Staff 

Kenneth  R.  Reed,  Executive  Director 
Ray  M.  Caraway,  Associate  Director 
Melinda  S.  Petersen,  Controller 
Martha  C.  Diehl,  Fund  Administrator 
Tamara  de  Graffenried,  Admin.  Assist. 


Katherine  Aulds  from 
Broadmoor  UMC  in 
Shreveport  demon¬ 
strated  spinning  and 
weaving.  Everyone 
was  invited  to  be  a 
part  of  the  weaving. 
These  weavings  will  be 
used  as  the  altar  cloth 
for  VISION  2000  in 
January  1996. 


Dr.  William  Mallard,  pro¬ 
fessor  of  Church  History 
at  Candler  led  the  morn¬ 
ing  Bible  study  for  the 
Conference.  He  brought 
the  conference  alive  each 
morning  with  his  humor 
and  vibrance. 


Bishop  Oden  and  Bishop 
Hearn  enjoying  Monday 
evening  worship.  Song 
leader.  Rev.  Howard 
Hanger,  brought  a  new  fla¬ 
vor  to  worship  as  he  invit¬ 
ed  the  conference  to  expe¬ 
rience  worship  through 
song. 


If  we  continue  to  be  “pew  potatoes"  consuming  junk  food  for  the 
brain,  then  our  denomination  will  be  weak. 

If  we  put  on  our  “whole  armor"  and  hit  the  road  to  walk,  think,  help, 
and  love,  then  our  collective  endorphin  level  will  take  us  to  the  new 
level  of  Quality. 


Contract  signed  for 
Conference  Center  Project 


board  or  agency.  As  the  sticker  was 
presented  committee  members  gave 
a  brief  description  of 

the  purpose  of  their  _ 

committee.  After  gath-  LOUISIANA  ANNUAL  CONFERENCE 
ering  all  the  stickers,  the  COUNCIL  ON  MINISTRIES 

maps  were  turned  in,  in 
order  to  collect  against 
pledges  made  to 
Peoples. 

Special  thanks  to 
those  whose  generous 
financial  pledge  made 
this  project  possible. 


The  Board  of  Trustees  for  the 
Conference  Center  project  accepted 
the  bid  of  Ratcliff  Construction 
Company  at  their  May  9th  meeting. 
Ratcliff,  based  in  Alexandria,  was  the 
low  bidder  on  the  project  with  a  base 
bid  of  $4,660,000.  An  alternate  bid  to 
pave  the  road  was  also  accepted  in  the 
amount  of  $100,000.00. 

The  first  phase  of  construction 


will  be  the  preparation  of  a  road  into 
the  area,  which  is  almost  complete. 
The  construction  is  scheduled  to  be 
completed  in  475  consecutive  calen¬ 
dar  days.  Work  on  the  lake  and  dam 
has  been  completed  and  the  32-acre 
lake  is  already  full.  The  lake  and 
dam,  which  are  the  focal  point  of  the 
complex,  are  a  beautiful  addition  to 
the  woods  surrounding  the  area. 


Four  of  Louisiana’s 
own  joined  Bishop  and 
Mrs.  Oden  for  the  25th 
celebration  of  the  unit¬ 
ing  of  Conference  A 
and  Conference  B. 

From  left  to  right: 
(seated)Ann  Hearn, 
Ruth  Handy,  Marilyn 
Oden,  Maekie  Norris, 
Nancy  Oliphint. 
(standing)Bishop  J. 
Woodrow  Hearn, 
Bishop  W.  T.  Handy, 
Bishop  William  B. 
Oden,  Bishop  Alfred 
Norris,  Bishop  Ben 
Oliphint. 


The  African-American 
Heritage  Choir  of  New 
Orleans,  under  the 
direction  of  S.  Carver 
Davenport  thrilled  and 
inspired  all  who  gath¬ 
ered  for  Tuesday 
Evening's  Retirement 
Service.  The  choir 
was  accompanied  by 
Barbara  L.  Murray 
and  Seandell  Phillips. 


Dr.  Tom  Matheny,  Board 
Chairman,  is  signing  the  contract 
for  the  Conference  Center  pro¬ 
ject,  as  Rev.  Charles  Humpreys, 
a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees,  looks  on. 


$6,000  Earned  by  Conference  Participants 
for  Peoples  Center  in  New  Orleans 


Rev.  Dave  Fortuna,  Rev.  David 
Dietzel  and  Bishop  Oden  partici¬ 
pated  in  a  historical  vignette. 
Four  vignettes  were  performed 
which  gave  the  members  a  flavor 
and  remembrance  of  the  past. 


Persons  attending  the 
25  th  Session  of  the 
Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  were  enter¬ 
tained  and  informed  as 
they  earned  money  for 
Peoples  Community 
Center  in  New  Orleans. 
Peoples  serves  the  New  Orleans 
area  by  providing  quality  day  care 
at  an  affordable  cost  to  families. 
Conference  delegates  and  vistors 
were  given  a  map  of  Louisiana 
which  had  the  symbols  of  22 
Conference  boards  and  agencies. 
Each  person  was  asked  to 
collect  stickers  for  each  board  or 
agency  from  a  member  of  the 
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'T’cJTect  ions  Jr om 
the  25th  3ess^on  °f 
l5puisiana  /tynuaf  Conference 
of  oJhe 
Xlhitcd 


^ethexfist 

Church 


The  Opening  Service  of  Annual  Conference  was  a  celebration  of 
Communion  and  the  Lives  and  Ministry  of  the  clergy  and  spouses 
who  passed  away  since  last  Annual  Conference.  The  Conference 
Banner  was  designed  by  Dr.  Don  Cottrill  and  made  by  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  Aldersgate  UMC  in  Slidell. 


4  / 


Ws.  the  church  of  ^Jesus  C^brist  is 
partiafly  confined  and  even  paralyzed  by  its 
cufture. 

’Yes,  we  are  less  than  whote  and  have 
unhealthy  parts.  cWe  have  much  work  to 
do,  plans  to  make,  visions  to  make  clear. 

fgut  the  ^ord  of  the  dance  is  calling  us  to 
join  him  as  his  disciples  in  faithful  ministry. 

^Vt  the  close  of  this  conference.  ^  pray 
our  words  will  be:  "(f)i^n  t  we  dancc{" 

(Excerpt  Jrom  the  'Episcopal  /Address 
June  b.  1995 

(jjisfiop  'William  ■  [ j .  0den 


The  Planning  and 
Research  Committee 
urged  the  conference 
to  move  into  a  vision 
for  the  future  of  the 
church.  —  pictured 
Betsy  Eaves,  speaking, 
in  the  background 
from  left  to  right  Rev. 
Randall  Campbell, 
Rev.  Rob  Weber  and 
Mrs.  Pat  Cobb. 


A  Prescription  for  “Leanness” 

Quest  for  Quality  has  stirred  up  much 
visionary  thinking  in  the  Louisiana 
Conference.  Following  is  a  reflection  on 
the  recent  Quest  seminar.  It  is  written  by 
Ilene  Seale  Lyman,  a  lay  person  in  the 
Henning  Memorial  congregation,  Lake 
Charles. 

The  objective  in  our  QUEST  FOR 
QUALITY  is  a  vibrant,  healthy  church 
which  can  provide  spiritual  and  intellectu¬ 
al  support  for  clergy  and  laity. 


Prescriptions  for  attaining  that  goal 
seem  analogous  to  treatment  for  obesity. 


Some  advocate  severe  surgical  proce¬ 
dures  like  liposuction  or  removal  of  parts  of  the  digestive  tract.  These 
are  radical,  irreversible  actions  which  produce  instant  visible  changes 
but  require  no  change  of  attitude.  The  suggestions  for  radical  para¬ 
digm  shifts  in  structures  of  the  church  could  produce  the  results  that 
surgeons  find  when  their  patients  get  no  psychological  counseling  after 
their  procedures:  rapid  return  of  the  weight  lost  plus  more. 

Others  suggest  quick-fix  diets:  Slimfast,  bananas  or  prunes.  Change 
is  achieved  in  an  artificial  way.  but  there  is  no  strength  to  maintain  the 
weight  in  normal  circumstances.  A  revival  gives  a  jump-start  of 
excitement  which  soon  tapers  off.  New  directives  from  “on  high” 
might  have  the  same  effect. 

I  believe  that  lasting  improvements  in  the  strength  and  energy  of  our 
denomination  will  be  achieved  in  the  same  way  persons  can  lose 
weight  and  keep  it  off.  We  must  have  a  balanced  diet  of  nutrition  for 
minds  to  give  us  the  insights  to  recognize  opportunities  for  improve¬ 
ment  and  be  willing  to  work.  Cut  out  the  fat.  We  don’t  need  Soloflex 
or  Nordic  Track.  We  just  need  to  start  walking ! 

The  whole  body  of  membership  must  participate  physically,  emo¬ 
tionally  and  spiritually  in  exercising  the  UMC.  I  do  think  that  an 
abbreviated  presentation  of  Quest  for  Quality  could  help  every  congre¬ 
gation  ...  or  at  the  very  least  the  Administrative  Board/Council. 

The  General  Conference  can’t  make  the  change.  The  Annual 
Conference  can’t  do  it.  Neither  can  the  Bishop,  his  staff,  the  Cabinet, 
District  Superintendent.  Charge  Conference,  clergy  or  members  do  it 
separately.  The  UMC  can  reach  its  goal  of  being  a  slim  and  fit  organi¬ 
zation  when  every  member  shoulders  the  full  burden  of  his/her  office. 


<s]> 
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UMR's  recent  editorial  series,  "The 
Foundations  of  United  Methodist 
Faith,"  is  available  in  a  convenient  8- 
page  format.  Excellent  for  study 
groups,  confirmation  classes  and 
church  school.  Cost  is  20  cents  per 
booklet.  Ten  booklet  minimum. 
Shipment  after  June  1.  To  order  write: 
Foundation  of  Faith  booklets,  UMR, 
P.O.  Box  660275, 

Dallas,  TX  75266-0275. 


ness  of  the  moment  with  humor.  One 
second-career  pastor  acknowledges 
his  obviously  younger  wife  standing 
beside  him  and  explains,  “I’d  rather 
smell  perfume  than  Ben-Gay  any 
time.”  The  house  roars. 

You  hear  a  few  of  these  farewell 
addressses  and  you  are  reminded  anew 
that  the- church  is  indeed  of  God  and 
that  it  honors  God  through  setting  apart 
servants  such  as  these.  Some  leave 
worn  out;  others  are  revved  up.  But  all 
get  to  say  goodbye,  meaning  literally 
“God  be  with  you.”  It's  a  rich  custom. 

-JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


Tell  us  your  views! 

Address  letters  for 
publication  to  "Letters  to  the 
Editor."  Include  your  full 
name,  address  and  telephone 
number: 

eCBy  mail  to  P.O.  Box  660275, 
Dallas, TX  75266-0275 
*Byfax  to  214-630-0079 
By  E-mail: 

yfEcuNet:  mailbox  "UMR" 
CompuServe:  76113,662. 
Internet: 

7611 3.662@compuserve.com 


faith  in  the  Body  of  Christ. 

William  C.  Wyman  Jr. 

Charlotte,  North  Carolina 

A  correction 

Thanks  for  the  editorial  on  the 
Confessing  Movement's  statement 
(see  UMR,  June  2).  Your  editorial 
will  help  the  discussion. 

However,  please  note  that  the 
Book  of  Discipline  section  on  "Our 
Theological  Task”  was  revised  at  the 
1988  General  Conference.  The  leg¬ 
islative  committee  which  accom¬ 
plished  the  revision  was  chaired  by 
the  Rev.  Thomas  A.  Langford. 

Rhett  Jackson 
Columbia,  South  Carolina 

I  see  a  problem 

First  of  all,  I  must  commend  the 
Council  of  Bishops  for  supporting  the 
covenanting  of  the  churches  uniting 
as  proposed  by  the  Consultation  on 
Church  Union,  that  the  eight  denom¬ 
inations  involved  recognize  one 
another's  ordinations  as  valid  (see 
UMR,  May  26).  As  a  former  Angli¬ 
can,  I  see  a  problem,  however. 

The  Church  of  England  and  daugh¬ 
ter  churches,  including  the  Episcopal 
Church  in  the  United  States  of  Amer¬ 
ica,  stresses  apostolic  succession. 
John  Wesley  ordained  “irregular" 
clergy  in  despair  only  because  the 
Bishop  of  London  refused  to  send 
priests  to  America  at  Wesley's 


After  Louisiana  flood  comes  a  rainbow 


Presenting  Christ  is  our  missional  priority 


By  CARL  FUGLEIN 

What  do  you  think  of  when  you 
hear  someone  mention  Louisiana? 

Alligators,  peaceful  bayous  shad¬ 
ed  by  majestic  oak  trees  covered  with 
Spanish  moss,  spicy  hot  Cajun  food, 
cool  jazz,  Mardi  Gras,  and  friendly 
people  come  to  my  mind.  In  short, 
God’s  country. 

I’ve  lived  in  Louisiana  most  of  my 
life,  virtually  all  of  my  adult  life. 
Louisiana  is  God’s  country  to  me,  not 
so  much  for  the  scenery  and  the  food 
but  for  the  people —  people  who  are 
willing  to  give  you  the  shirts  off  their 
backs,  people  who  will  break  their 
backs  to  help  you  in  times  of  need. 
Most  are  Christians,  some  are  not,  but 
they  all  know  how  to  reflect  God’s 
love  in  a  myriad  of  ways. 

Share  of  tragedy 

Louisiana  has  its  share  of  tragedy, 
too,  mostly  due  to  thunder  and  light¬ 
ning,  rain,  hurricanes  and  hail. 

On  May  8.  1995,  my  hometown 
received  eight  inches  of  rain.  On  the 
evening  of  May  9  and  morning  of 
May  10,  we  received  an  additional  16 
inches  for  a  total  of  24  inches  of  rain 
in  about  36  hours  (see  UMR,  June  9). 

Rising  flood  waters  from  an  over¬ 
worked  drainage  canal  filled  my 
house  and  100  others  in  my  neighbor¬ 
hood  with  about  10  inches  of  water. 

But  it  didn’t  stop  there.  Four  thou¬ 
sand-plus  other  homes  in  my  commu¬ 
nity  had  water,  and  many  thousands 
more  across  the  lake  in  New  Orleans 
as  well. 

My  wife  and  I  were  lucky.  We  had 
only  10  inches  of  water;  others  had 
three  feet;  we  have  insurance,  many 
have  none;  we  lost  some  “stuff’; 
many  lost  all  they  owned. 

What  do  you  do? 

What  do  you  do  at  4  a.m.  when 
water  is  rushing  into  your  house  from 
all  directions?  Well,  you  frantically 
pick  up  “things”  that  might  be  dam¬ 
aged  by  water. 

And  you  pray.  You  pray  a  lot.  What 
do  you  pray?  I  don’t  know  about  oth¬ 
ers,  but  my  prayer  was  “God,  if  it  be 
your  will,  let  this  rain  stop.” 

It’s  amazing  what  you  pick  up  and 
what  you  forget  when  you're  in  a  panic. 

We  rescued  software  disks  that 
were  already  loaded  on  the  computer 
(which  was  out  of  danger);  we  forgot 
400  irreplaceable  record  albums  on 
the  bottom  shelf  in  a  bedroom. 


Letters 
to  the  Editor 

request.  According  to  Anglicans,  the 
“chain”  of  apostolic  succession  was 
broken  by  Wesley’s  action. 

If  The  United  Methodist  Church 
covenanted  with  the  other  seven 
churches,  we  would  have  to  accept 
reordination  by  Anglican  bishops, 
and  so  would  the  others. 

While  I  think  our  Council  of 
Bishops  has  the  right  idea,  I  think 
there  is  immediate  need  for  closer 
unity  among  Methodist  bodies.  I 
praise  our  bishops  for  their  vision  of 
Christian  unity.  Grant,  Lord,  that  this 
vision  comes  to  fruition! 

Elmer  Lee  Eveland 
Binghamton,  New  York 


Words  of  grace 
for  white  males 


Bishop  Roy  Sano.  newly 
installed  president  of  the  United 
Methodist  Council  of  Bishops, 
recently  addressed  the  church’s 
Nebraska  regional  conference  with 
an  interesting  observation  about 
men — specifically  about  white 
American  males. 

During  a  Bible  study  on  inclu¬ 
siveness  in  the  church,  he  comment¬ 
ed  that  the  church  needs  to  pay  atten¬ 
tion  not  only  to  traditional  minority 
groups  but  also  to  white  males. 

Bishop  Sano,  a  Japanese- Ameri¬ 
can  who  heads  the  church’s  Los 
Angeles  Area,  said  that  the  church 
neglects  white 
males  and  that 
sometimes 
“we  demonize 
them." 

The  bishop 
warned  that  if 
the  church 
doesn’t  grant 
them  human 
dignity,  others 
will,  like  white 
supremacists 
and  hate 
groups. 

The  bishop 
suggested  that 
the  church 
replace  its  atti¬ 
tude  of  neglect 
with  words  of 
healing,  grace 
and  hope. 

We  com¬ 
mend  his  chal¬ 
lenge.  Many 
congregations  in 
fact  don’t  anract 
the  young  male 
segment  of  soci¬ 
ety,  To  the  con¬ 
trary,  church 
members  some¬ 
times  give  the 
signal  to  single 


Editorial 
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Why  can't  this  young  man  and 
countless  others  like  him  find  accep¬ 
tance  and  welcome  in  a  congrega- 
youngmen  that  tion  (see  accompanying  editorial)? 
something 

may  be  wrong  with  them  if  they 
aren't  married  by  the  time  they  reach 
their  mid-20s. 

The  continued  feminization  of 
local  church  leadership  and  the  bal¬ 
ancing  of  ethnic  diversity  among  the 
church's  leaders  adds  to  the  com¬ 
plexity  of  attracting  white  males  to 
our  congregations.  Even  Bishop 
Sano  has  acknowledged  the  disdain 
he  once  felt  for  white  males  in 
American  culture. 

So  what  changed  the  bishop’s 
mind?  Scripture. 

The  Apostle  Paul  in  1  Corinthi¬ 
ans  chapter  12  and  Ephesians  chap¬ 
ter  4  writes  about  the  unity  of  the 
Spirit,  including  the  familiar  pas¬ 
sage  about  the  church  being  one 
body  with  many  members.  Paul 
writes,  'To  each  is  given  the  mani¬ 
festation  of  the  Spirit  for  the  com¬ 


mon  good  (1  Corinthians  12:4).” 

Reflection  upon  these  passages 
causes  us  to  ask,  “Who  else  is  being 
neglected?  Who  is  outside  the 
church's  awareness?  And  what 
should  we  do  about  it?” 

God  views  us  as  neither  male  nor 
female,  neither  white  nor  of  color, 
neither  single  nor  married,  neither 
insiders  nor  outsiders.  God  views  us 
all  as  offspring. 

And  remember  that  the  most 
important 
commitments 
we  make  to 
Christ  and  the 
church  are 
made  not  as 
married  people 
or  as  families 
but  as  individ¬ 
uals. 

The  sacraments 
are  celebrations 
of  the  Christian 
faith  in  which 
we  participate 
as  singles.  The 
first-  century 
church  was 
composed  pri¬ 
marily  of  single 
young  adults. 
During  the 
European 
immigration 
expansion  in 
our  own  coun¬ 
try  single 
young  men 
took  the  Gospel 
by  horseback  as 
circuit  riding 
preachers  with 
minimal  pay, 
great  courage 
and  a  soul 
wrenching 
commitment. 

The  church's  emphasis  upon  such 
things  as  family  ministries  and 
retreats  for  married  couples  is  impor¬ 
tant,  but  equally  important  to  the 
health  and  spiritual  well  being  of 
society  is  the  church’s  ministry  to  sin¬ 
gle  adults,  whether  they  be  white  or 
of  color,  male  or  female. 

It’s  a  sad  commentary  on  the  out¬ 
reach  of  the  church  when  millions  of 
young  men  find  their  sense  of  com¬ 
munity  in  such  places  as  sports  bars 
where,  contemporary  culture  would 
have  you  believe,  “everybody 
knows  my  name."  Why  can't  the 
same  thing  be  said  about  the  church? 

For  the  church  to  be  a  communi¬ 
ty — repeat,  a  community —  of  faith, 
its  members  must  place  a  higher  pri¬ 
ority  on  ministries  to  singles  and  be 
able  with  care  and  concern  to  wel¬ 
come  ALL — including  single  white 
American  males. 


My  Witness 


Carl  Fuglein  is  a  member  ofAlder- 
sg ate  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Slidell,  Louisiana  (Louisiana  Annu¬ 
al  Conference). 

i 

We  rescued  an  ice  chest  full  of  can¬ 
dles  that  would  have  floated;  we  for¬ 
got  our  shoes,  all  our  shoes. 

At  an  emotional  "prayer  and  share" 
group  that  night  after  the  flood,  1 
remarked  to  my  friends.  “Being 
flooded  changes  your  entire  perspec¬ 
tive  on  life.  Right  now,  all  I  really 
want  is  a  dry  pair  of  shoes  and  a  clean 
handkerchief.” 

After  the  sharing  session,  a  friend 
gave  me  a  clean  handkerchief.  He  was 
one  of  dozens  who  came  to  our  aid. 

During  the  flood,  my  neighbor  lent 
me  his  cellular  phone  to  call  9 1 1 .  The 
police  were  there  in  30  minutes  in  a 


boat  to  evacuate  my  wife  and  her  ter¬ 
minally  ill  mother. 

Several  hours  later  when  my  broth¬ 
er-in-law  and  I  decided  to  evacuate  on 
a  National  Guard  truck,  my  associate 
pastor,  his  wife  and  daughter  came 
walking  down  the  sidewalk  in  knee- 
deep  water.  They  had  walked  over  a 
mile  "just  to  see  how  we  were  doing." 

In  the  aftermath  of  the  flood,  in 
cleaning  out  and  drying  out  my  home. 
I’ll  never  forget  the  people  who  came. 

We  had  strangers  in  our  house 
pulling  up  wet  carpet.  We  had  phone 
calls  from  across  town,  across  the 
state  and  across  the  country,  offering 
prayers  of  concern.  We  had  people 
hug  us,  cry  with  us.  feed  us,  shelter 
us,  pray  for  us,  clean  with  us,  and 
mostly  just  love  us,  as  does  God. 

On  Saturday,  a  week  after  the  flood, 
I  had  to  go  out  of  town  for  a  meeting. 
When  1  returned  home  that  night,  a 
group  of  people  who  had  worked  in  my 
house  while  I  was  gone  had  taken  a 
marker  and  drawn  graffiti  on  my  con¬ 


crete  den  floor.  They  painted  a  rainbow, 
“Rainbows  are  forever,"  “We  Love 
You!"  and  signed  their  names.  I  cried 
with  joy. 

Throughout  this  ordeal,  there  have 
been  so  many  that  have  come  to  our 
aid,  and  I'll  never  forget  them. 

Scriptures  tell  us  that  “whatsoever 
you  do  for  the  least  of  these,  you  do 
for  me  also."  That  scripture  came 
alive  for  me. 

One  poor  woman  interviewed  on 
TV  said,  "Before  the  flood.  I  had 
nothing.  Now  I  have  less." 

How  sad  for  that  woman  not  to  know 
the  love  of  God  and  her  neighbors.  My 
heart  goes  out  to  her,  and  my  prayer  for 
her  is  that  somehow,  someone  will 
reflect  the  light  of  Christ  to  her  to  let  her 
know  that  God  truly  does  love  her. 

Since  the  flood.  I've  come  to  real¬ 
ize  that  before  the  flood,  I  had  every¬ 
thing,  and  now  I  have  more.  Praise 
God  for  all  my  friends.  Praise  God  for 
each  new  day.  Praise  God  for  life  on 
Earth  and  everlasting  life.  Praise  God! 


SLIDELL,  La.— Knee-deep  water  flooded  Carl  Fuglein's  neighborhood  in  May,  but  Cod  flooded  his  life 
with  rainbows  as  well  (see  related  "My  Witness"  above). 


retiring  minister’s  helpmate,  also 
dressed  in  her  finest. 

As  a  rule,  these  ministers  are  gener¬ 
ally  well  along  in  years.  They  come 
from  the  county-seat  First  Churches  or 
the  big-city  tail-steeple  churches  or  the 
fork-of-the-road  churches  or  the  ghet¬ 
to  parishes.  They  thank  their  spouses, 
their  bishops  and  cabinets  and  the 
churches  they  have  served  and  they 


Thank  you  for  recognizing  that  an 
unofficial  plan  merits  attention  along¬ 
side  the  official  restructure  study, 
namely  “Affirmations  of  a  New  Con¬ 
nection"  (see  UMR,  May  19). 

The  first  section  of  your  alterna¬ 
tive  suggests  delegates  go  to  annual 
conference  and  vote  on  the  general 
church  budget  sections.  This  cannot 
happen  and  is  precisely  the  poinl  of 
this  type  of  legislation. 

The  general  church  portion  must 


be  included  in  the  annual  conference 
budget  “but  without  reduction"  ( Book 
of  Discipline,  Paragraph  712.1). 
Therefore,  your  conclusion  that  any 
member  can  vote  against  any  budget 
proposal  is  incorrect. 

The  anecdotal  evidence  from  most 
United  Methodists  indicates  that  the 
mission  of  presenting  Christ  to  the 
world  is  a  high  priority.  It  is  distasteful 
and  unfaithful  to  read  that  you  think 
"line  item  veto”  is  a  priority.  Do  you 


Retiring  ministers  share  riches  in  saying  'goodbye' 


believe  that  faithful  and  free  United 
Methodists  have  been  supporting 
missional  outreach  against  their  will? 

One  general  agency.  Global  Min¬ 
istries,  has  been  successfully  re¬ 
focusing  during  the  last  three  years 
responding  to  the  call  for  local  church 
participation  in  mission.  Let  the  Rus¬ 
sia  initiative  be  an  example  of  coop¬ 
erative,  enabling  mission  work. 

The  future  of  our  mission  work  is 
going  to  be  based  on  “line  item  sup¬ 
port,”  a  positive  note  of  affirmation. 
Support  for  mission  will  be  enhanced 
through  the  choice  and  interpretation 
inherent  therein.  Therefore,  have 


Faithfully  yours 


John  A. 
Lovelace  is 
Editor  of  the 
Reporter. 
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One  custom  which  reveals  the 
church  at  its  bi-polar  best — part 
human  accommodation,  part  divine 
mandate — is  out  of  view,  unfortu¬ 
nately,  from  most  United  Methodists. 

It's  the  annual  custom  of  inviting 
each  retiring  clergyperson  to  "speak 
to  conference."  In  lay  terms,  what  this 
means  is  that  each  person  gets  to  say 
goodbye  during  sessions  of  the 
church’s  annual  conference  in  which 
he  or  she  holds  membership. 

The  ritual  looks  and  sounds  pretty 
much  the  same  year  in  and  year  out, 
from  one  conference  to  another.  The 
good  brother  (at  this  stage  in  the 
church's  history  most  retirees  are,  in 
fact,  male)  dresses  in  his  finest,  sits  in 
a  reserved  section,  goes  forward  when 
his  name  is  called  and  speaks  to  per¬ 
haps  the  largest  audience  in  his  life. 

Standing  by  her  man,  reflecting 
both  nervousness  and  pride,  is  the 


thank  God  for  the  opportunity  to  serve. 

Printed  program  sketches  of  their 
years  of  service  speak  volumes: 
"Started  his  ministry  in  1 956  as  a  home 
missionary”  .  .  .  “became  a  local 
preacher  in  1989"  (a  second-  career 
person  like  many  who  spoke)  .  .  . 
"began  his  pastorates  in  1950"  . . .  "let 
his  70th  year  slip  up  on  him  while  he 
was  still  busy." 

When  it's  their  turn  to  speak,  a  few 
can't  resist  the  temptation  to  speak 
volumes — literally.  One  brother 
waves  his  well-worn  Bible  and  says, 
“I  never  bothered  to  get  a  new  one 
because  I  haven't  memorized  this  one 
yet"  and  starts  preaching  from  Gene¬ 
sis  toward  Revelation.  An  anxious 
retirement-service  chairperson  steps 
forward  with  the  ecclesiastical  ver¬ 
sion  of  the  theatrical  director's  hook, 
and  the  sermon  ends. 

Some  retirees  relieve  the  weighti- 
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MISSIONARIES  TO  SENEGAL:  The 

first  United  Methodist  missionary  couple  to 
Senegal  is  exploring  both  urban  ministry 
needs  and  possible  church  development  in  that 
African  country.  Dispatched  in  April  by  the 
church's  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
Harold  and  Roberta  Smith  of  the  Northern  Illi¬ 
nois  Conference  have  established  residence  in 
Dakar,  the  capital,  and  applied  for  legal  status  to 
do  church  work  in  the  Muslim  nation. 

MORE  STUDENT  INVOLVEMENT: 

Students  from  around  the  world  expressed 
their  desire  to  become  more  involved  in  the  life 
of  The  United  Methodist  Church  during  the 
recent  meeting  of  the  Student  Forum  on  the 
campus  of  Ferrum  College  in  Ferrum,  Va.  An 
annual  event,  the  forum  brought  179  United 
Methodist  college  and  university  students  from 
around  the  United  States,  Singapore  and  Zimbab¬ 
we  to  the  campus  in  the  Blue  Ridge  Mountains. 

COURSE  OF  STUDY  IN  RUSSIA: 

For  three  days  in  mid-May,  120  United 
Methodist  pastors  and  other  leaders  met  near 
Moscow  for  intensive  studies,  sharing  experi¬ 
ences  and  fellowship  in  the  fourth  semi-annual 
seminar  for  pastors  and  leaders  in  the  Com¬ 
monwealth  of  Independent  States.  The  three- 
year  Course  of  Studies  of  the  United  Methodist 
mission  provides  basic  theological  training  for 
ministry  in  the  Russian  United  Methodist  church¬ 
es.  One  highlight  of  the  spring  seminar  was  the 
opening  of  the  Moscow  United  Methodist  Theo¬ 
logical  Seminary  with  24  students  enrolled. 

EARTHQUAKE  DEVASTATION:  Two 
United  Methodist  missionaries,  Mai  Soon  Om 
and  Chu  Chil  Om,  are  on  the  scene  in 
Sakhalin,  the  far  east  Russian  island  devastat¬ 
ed  by  an  earthquake  in  late  May,  according  to 
a  faxed  report  by  the  Rev.  Bill  Wamock,  a  mis¬ 
sionary  based  in  Moscow.  The  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Sakhalin  has  requested  relief  assis¬ 
tance  from  the  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief.  Donations  can  be  designated  to 
UMCOR’s  international  disaster  fund.  Advance 
No.  982450-8. 

ASIAN  LEADER  DIES:  The  Rev. 

Choonso  Chung,  executive  secretary  for  the 
Office  of  Asian  American  Ministries  of  the 
United  Methodist  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  died  May  8.  Funeral  services  were 
held  at  Bethany  United  Methodist  Church, 

Wayne,  N.Y. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 

Congregation  builds 
church  on  missile  site 

Religion  News  Service 

CATALINA.  Ariz. — The  pastor  of  a  United 
Methodist  congregation  in  Catalina  that  is  build¬ 
ing  its  new  church  over  a  former  nuclear  missile 
silo  considers  the  setting  a  statement  about  the 
church’s  role  as  a  witness  for  peace. 

The  Rev.  Stewart  L.  Elson,  who  leads  the  200- 
member  Vista  de  la  Montana  United  Methodist 
Church,  told  the  Associated  Press,  “I  can't  think 
of  a  more  appropriate  statement,  for  the  church’s 
task  in  the  world  is  to  be  peacemakers.”  Howev¬ 
er,  church  trustee  Dana  Belzea  noted  that  the  prop¬ 
erty’s  magnificent  view  of  the  Tucson-area’s 
Catalina  Mountains  was  as  much  a  factor  as  its 
history  as  a  staging  area  for  Titan  II  intercontinen¬ 
tal  ballistic  missiles  that  carried  nuclear  warheads. 

“The  fact  it  was  a  missile  site,  that  had  some 
impact,  but  it  didn't  affect  whether  we  bought  the 
property,"  Mr.  Belzea  told  the  Associated  Press. 
The  church  paid  $230,000  for  the  10-acre  site. 


A  son  remembers  Alfred  P.  Murrah 


Father  and 
son  in  Santa 
Fe.,  N.M,. 
about 
1946. 


Paul  Murrah 


Undated  letter  (approximately  1939)  from  Alfred  P.  Murrah  Sr.  to  his  son.  The  handwritten  two- 
page  letter  is  on  Masonic  Lodge  stationery  from  Muskogee,  Okla.,  advertising  room  with  bath  for 
$1.50: 

Dear  Son: 

Surely  have  been  lonesome  to  see  you.  Hope  you  are  good  to  your  sisters.  Mother  tells 
me  Sue  has  a  new  kiltie  cart  and  that  you  are  pushing  her  all  over  the  house. 

Am  surely  glad  to  hear  that  you  have  been  a  good  boy.  You  must  not  forget  to  hang  up 
your  hat  and  coat  and  always  help  mother. 

Did  you  get  your  skipper  fixed?  If  not  we  will  fix  it  when  I  return  home. 

I'll  be  home  some  time  this  week  and  we  will  play  in  the  yard  and  go  out  to  the  lake  and 
take  a  boat  ride. 

Hug  and  kiss  mother,  Ann  and  Sue  for  me.  Be  a  good  boy  and  you  can  go  with  daddy 
some  time. 

•  Your  Daddy 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 

Editor 

Alfred  P.  Murrah’s  name 
exploded  into  world  history  on 
April  19  with  the  bombing  of  the 
Oklahoma  City  federal  building. 

But  who  was  the  man  behind 
the  name  on  that  doomed  build¬ 
ing? 

He  was  born  in  1904  near 
Tishomingo,  Indian  Territory 
(three  years  before  Oklahoma 
statehood) ...  a  Methodist  Sun¬ 
day  school  teacher  for  37  years. . 

.  a  federal  judge  at  age  33,  one  of 
the  youngest  ever .  .  .  known  to 
his  best  friends  as  Fish  .  .  .  died 
in  1975,  two  years  before  comple¬ 
tion  of  the  building  which  bore  his 
name. 

No  one  knows  those  and  other 
details  better  than  the  man  who 
bears  the  same  name — Alfred  P. 
Murrah  Jr. 

Paul  Murrah,  a  lifelong  Okla¬ 
homa  City  attorney,  reinforced  his 
memories  with  photos,  scrap¬ 
books  and  other  memorabilia  as 
he  talked  with  the  Reporter  about 
his  father.  Following  are  excerpts 
from  that  conversation  in  his  12th 
floor  office,  three  blocks  south  of 
the  demolished  building. 

Sunday  morning  for  me  as  a  kid 
meant  Sunday  school.  Crown 
Heights  Methodist  was  approxi¬ 
mately  three  blocks  from  our  house 
in  Oklahoma  City. 

Dad  was  a  charter  member.  He 
also  started  what  was  called  the 
Home  Builders  Class  in  the  late 
’30s  or  '40s  and  taught  it  37  years. 
At  one  time  it  had  over  100  mem¬ 
bers. 

Often  on  Sunday  evenings  they 
would  have  a  party  at  our  home — 
ice  cream  and  cake.  It  was  a  very 
close-knit  group  of  people  living 
more  or  less  in  that  neighborhood. 

To  be  on  the  government  payroll 
for  $12,500  a  year  back  then  like 
Dad  was  a  big  plum.  Most  of  these 
people  struggled  and  they  were 
thrilled  to  be  able  to  come  to  our 
home  for  a  Sunday  school  party. 

Years  later  after  I  had  taught  a 
Sunday  school  class  for  a  number 
of  years  I  told  him  I  was  kind  of 
running  out  of  material  He  said, 
"Son,  you  just  teach  the  Golden 
Rule  over  and  over.  That’s  what  I 
do.” 

The  early  years 

Dad’s  mother  died  before  he 
was  10.  His  father  moved  back  to 
Alabama  and  remarried  and  had 
children  by  that  wife. 

Then  Dad’s  father  died.  Dad 
didn't  get  along  very  well  with  his 
stepmother,  so  when  he  was  12  he 
and  two  of  his  brothers  hopped  on 
a  freight  train  and  rode  back  to 
Oklahoma. 

He  was  taken  in  by  family 
friends,  the  McPhails,  in  Tuttle, 
Okla.,  and  did  all  sorts  of  odd  jobs 
in  Tuttle  and  on  the  McPhail  farm. 

Dad  worked  his  way  through 
high  school  and  was  on  the  debate 
team.  I  assume  he  graduated  as  an 
average  student.  His  hair  was  kind 
of  a  golden  color,  and  someone 
came  up  with  the  nickname  of 
“Goldfish.” 

Later,  when  he  was  being  con¬ 
sidered  for  the  judicial  appoint¬ 
ment,  his  hair  no  longer  had  that 
golden  tint,  so  the  press  just 
dropped  the  "Gold”  and  called  him 
“Fish."  A  lot  of  his  friends  contin¬ 


ued  to  call  him  that  the  rest  of  his 
life. 

He  worked  his  way  through  the 
University  of  Oklahoma  in  Nor¬ 
man  and  then  went  on  to  law  school 
there.  He  graduated  from  law 
school  in  1928. 

I  believe  he  went  directly  to  a 
boom  town  called  Seminole,  about 
70-80  miles  east  of  Oklahoma  City, 
in  the  oil  patch.  He  hung  out  his 
shingle  but  he  hadn't  been  there  too 
long  before  he  ran  into  Luther 
Bohanon,  who  was  a  year  ahead  of 
him  in  law  school. 

They  decided  to  be  law  partners 
and  set  up  shop  and  proceeded  to 
do  very  well  in  Seminole. 

Dad  was  representing  injured  oil 
field  workers,  handling  workers' 
compensation  cases  and  taking  just 
about  anything  that  would  come  in 
the  door. 

After  about  three  years  they 
moved  to  Oklahoma  City  and 
established  an  office. 

A  strong  work  ethic 

Dad  had  a  very  strong  work 
ethic.  And  he  preached  it  not  only 
to  me  but  to  anyone  who  would 
ask.  And  he  was  very  tough  on  him¬ 
self  about  work.  He  insisted  on  my 
working  first  around  the  house,  but 
when  I  was  13  he  sent  me  to  work 
on  a  ranch  in  New  Mexico  for  the 
summer.  And  every  summer  after 
that  he  saw  to  it  that  I  was  working 
within  a  week  after  school  was  out. 

When  I  came  home  from  New 
Haven,  Connecticut,  my  first 
Christmas  away  at  college.  Dad 
said,  “You’re  to  report  to  the  post 
office  tomorrow.  You’re  going  to 
carry  mail  through  the  holidays.” 

[Even  after  I  was  an  adult,]  he 
would  call  me  from  Washington, 
D  C.,  or  Portland,  Oregon,  or  wher¬ 
ever  he  was  and  say,  “You’re  work¬ 
ing  hard,  aren’t  ya?" 

I’d  say,  "Yes  sir,  yes  sir."  So  one 
time  he  called  me  and  I  said.  "Yes, 
Dad,  I’m  working  hard." 

He  said,  "How’d  you  know  I 
was  gonna  ask  you  that?" 

I  said.  "You  always  do.” 

“Well,  I  guess  we  don't  have 
anything  further  to  talk  about. 


Thanks  very  much,"  and  hung  up. 

'Don't  go  into  law' 

Dad  did  everything  he  could  to 
persuade  me  against  going  into 
law.  I  think  he  had  seen  too  many 
sons  follow  their  fathers’ footsteps 
without  really  being  otherwise 
motivated  or  talented  for  that  pro¬ 


fession. 

After  I  graduated  from  Yale.  I 
went  to  the  University  of  Okla¬ 
homa  law  school  in  spite  of  him.  At 
the  end  of  my  first  year  I  was  eighth 
in  a  class  of  about  140.  He  said,  “If 
that’s  the  best  you  can  do,  you 
ought  to  quit.” 

But  I  didn't.  I  graduated  third  in 
my  class. 

I  think  I  earned  his  respect  as  a 
lawyer,  and  certainly  he  had  my 
respect  as  a  judge  for  many,  many 
reasons. 

The  war  years 

Dad  was  of  draft  age  during 
World  War  II  and  he  wanted  to  go 
into  military  service.  But  the  gov¬ 
ernment  and  politicians  said  it  was 
more  important  for  him  to  stay  on 
the  bench  and  do  his  job  there. 
Somehow  he  was  persuaded  but  he 
felt  very  guilty  about  it. 

His  correspondence  during  the 
war  years  was  most  interesting.  He 
wrote  often  to  hundreds  of  people 
in  the  service.  This  included  a  lot 
of  people  in  his  Home  Builders 
Class,  and  he  maintained  constant 
contact  with  them.  And  he  would 
be  sure  and  take  care  of  their  wives 
and  their  families  while  they  were 
off  serving  in  the  war.  I  think  this 
was  an  effort  to  salve  the  guilt  of 
not  doing  his  part  in  the  military. 

After  the  war.  he  helped  those 
who  came  back  as  veterans  gel 
resettled.  He  devoted  a  great  deal 
of  time  and  effort  to  that. 

'On  higher  ground' 

He  died  Oct.  30.  1975.  When 


Dad  passed  away,  his  Sunday 
school  class  sat  all  together  at  St. 
Luke's  United  Methodist  Church 
in  one  large  group.  They  sang  his 
favorite  song.  "Lord,  plant  my  feet 
on  higher  ground."  It  was  a  very 
important  part  of  the  service. 

Dad  was  very  ecumenical  and 
he  had  close  friends  in  other  reli¬ 
gions.  So  the  rabbi  spoke,  a 
Catholic  priest  spoke,  and  the 
Crown  Heights  pastor,  the  Rev. 
Dee  Hinkley. 

There  were  over  5.000  people  at 
that  funeral. 

'Courage  and  comfort' 

Had  Dad  lived  to  see  the  Mur¬ 
rah  building  bombed,  it  wouldn't 
have  made  a  bit  of  difference  if  it 
was  named  for  him.  I  can  just  guar¬ 
antee  you  that  because  it  was  a  fed¬ 
eral  building  and  my  father  would 
have  been  offtced  across  the  street 
he  would  have  been  right  there  next 
to  Governor  Keating  with  the  same 
stature  and  the  same  leadership  and 
the  same  courage  and  the  same 
comfort. 

He  would  have  been  in  the 
churches  with  the  families  and  he 
would  have  been  with  the  workers 
in  the  rubble.  I  just  guarantee  it. 
And  it  would  have  been  with  total 
conviction,  sincerity,  with  nothing 
whatever  to  gain. 

The  editor  conducted  this  inter¬ 
view  with  assistance  from  the  Rev. 
Boyce  Bowdon,  communications 
director  for  the  United  Methodist 
Oklahoma  conference,  and  from  /. 
Mark  Lovelace,  a  law  partner  of 
Paul  Murrah  and  the  editor's  son. 
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Church  court  says  lay  members  do 
have  say  in  clergy-related  matters 


By  JORETTA  PURDUE 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEW  ORLEANS— The  Judicial 
Council  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  has  ruled  that  lay  members  of 
annual  conferences  do  have  a  voice 
in  determining  general  questions 
related  to  clergy. 

This  was  one  of  18  items  consid¬ 
ered  by  the  denomination’s  “supreme 
court”  in  its  recent  session. 

The  Judicial  Council  ruled  that  the 
annual  conference  plenary  session — 
which  by  church  law  is  half  clergy 
and  half  laity — may  vote  on  general 
matters  relating  to  clergy  ordination, 
membership  and  character,  “so  long 
as  that  policy  is  not  in  conflict  with 
the  provisions,  spirit  or  intent  of  the 
[Book  of]  Discipline"  (the  church's 
law  book). 

In  this  case  from  the  West  Virginia 


Annual  Conference,  the  Judicial 
Council  agreed  with  the  presiding 
bishop’s  ruling  that  the  conference  in 
plenary  session  could  adopt  a  policy 
concerning  admission  into  full  con¬ 
nection  of  clergy  candidates  without 
a  master  of  divinity  degree. 

"Only  clergy  in  full  connection 
may  vote  on  conference  relations  or 
ordination  of  individuals,”  the  Judi¬ 
cial  Council  further  stated. 

Several  cases  regarding  grievance 
procedures  in  the  annual  conferences 
hinged  on  whether  questions  asked 
were  hypothetical  and  therefore 
moot,  as  the  council  ruled  in  a  matter 
originating  in  the  Wisconsin  Annual 
Conference. 

Likewise,  the  council  said  the 
bishop  of  the  North  Central  New 
York  Annual  Conference  was  correct 
in  determining  that  certain  questions 
asked  were  hypothetical.  For  the 


same  reason  in  Rocky  Mountain 
Annual  Conference  the  bishop  “prop¬ 
erly  did  not  make  a  decision"  but 
failed  to  say  so  and  to  report  that  to 
the  annual  conference  and  Judicial 
Council,  the  council  said. 

Eastern  Pennsylvania  Conference 
inquired  about  confidentiality 
requirements  in  grievance  proce¬ 
dures.  The  council  responded  that 
confidentiality  is  required. 

“Once  a  signed  grievance  is  filed, 
both  it  and  all  related  documents 
become  the  property  of  the  annual 
conference,"  the  council  stated. 

The  council  also  decided  that  health 
care  premiums  for  a  full-time  diaconal 
minister  must  be  paid  by  the  employ¬ 
ing  United  Methodist  entity,  but  an 
annual  conference  may  provide 
health-care  insurance  for  retired  dia¬ 
conal  ministers.  This  case  originated 
in  the  Mississippi  Annual  Conference. 


South  Carolina  United  Methodists 
going  on-line  via  computer  network 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

After  a  yearlong  wait.  South  Car¬ 
olina  United  Methodists  took  a  leap 
into  the  future  approving  a  computer 
network  to  link  the  1,057  churches 
across  the  state  during  their  recent 
annual  meeting  in  Spartanburg. 

Currently,  the  communications 
for  the  conference  is  divided 
between  the  Council  on  Ministries' 
Committee  on  Communications  and 
the  South  Carolina  United 
Methodist  Advocate. 

Within  the  last  few  years  the  con¬ 
ference  has  pondered  the  fate  of  its 
financially  troubled  158  year-old 
weekly  voice. 

Conference  officials  have  been 
struggling  with  ways  to  modernize 
its  communications  and  keep  its 
United  Methodist  constituency 


abreast  of  local,  state,  jurisdiction¬ 
al,  national  and  global  news. 

The  plan  adopted  during  its  annu¬ 
al  session  will  combine  the  commu¬ 
nications  committee  and  the  Advo¬ 
cate  bringing  conference  communi¬ 
cations  under  one  umbrella.  A  nine- 
member  Communications  Commis¬ 
sion  will  be  responsible  for  the  total 
communications  program  of  the 
conference. 

There  was  no  additional  funding 
given  beyond  that  already  set  for  the 
1995  budget.  The  amount  did 
include  the  use  of  up  to  $100,000  of 
the  newspaper's  reserve  funds  for 
start-up  costs  of  a  new  computer  net¬ 
work  and  up  to  $250,000  for  grants 
and  loans  to  churches  for  computer 
and  software  purchases. 

A  downside  to  the  proposal  was 
a  change  in  the  frequency  of  the 


Advocate.  The  paper  has  become  a 
monthly  periodical  and  its  next  issue 
will  be  the  August  edition. 

According  to  Allison  Askins, 
interim  editor  of  the  Advocate, 
implementing  the  plan  will  take  up 
to  18  months. 

She  said  once  the  network  is  in 
place.  United  Methodists  across  the 
state  will  be  able  to  have  “instant 
communication."  and  because  the 
network  will  decrease  mailings,  "the 
conference  will  save  money." 

Ms.  Askins  said  she  is  excited 
that  the  church,  "voted  to  be  on  the 
cutting  edge  and  move  forward." 

Five  staff  members  will  deal  with 
communications:  an  administrator, 
an  editor  for  the  Advocate,  a  coordi¬ 
nator  of  the  electronic  bulletin  board, 
and  supervisors  of  the  print  media 
center  and  audiovisual  library. 
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BISHOP  TREATED  FOR  CANCER 

United  Methodist  Bishop  Sharon  Zimmerman 
Rader  announced  while  presiding  over  the 
church's  Wisconsin  Annual  Conference  May  31- 
June  4  that  she  is  undergoing  treatment  for  breast 
cancer.  A  lumpectomy  June  6  is  being  followed 
by  several  weeks  of  radiation  therapy.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  Bishop  Rader,  doctors  have  indicated 
that  the  cancer  is  highly  treatable  with  a  90 
percent  survival  and  non-recurrence  rate. 
Bishop  Rader.  55,  was  elected  a  bishop  in  1992. 
She  was  recently  named  secretary-elect  of  the 
Council  of  Bishops. 

TWO  LEADERS  RESIGN:  Indiana  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodism  lost  two  leaders  simultaneously 
and  unexpectedly  June  6  when  the  Rev.  Calvin 
Brandenburg  and  the  Rev.  Yvonne  Trueblood 
resigned  their  positions  and  surrendered  their 
ministerial  credentials.  Mr.  Brandenburg,  52, 
had  been  executive  assistant  to  Bishop  Woodie 
W.  White  for  the  Indiana  Area  (North  and  South 
Indiana  Annual  Conferences).  Ms.  Trueblood,  47, 
was  superintendent  of  the  Indianapolis  East  Dis¬ 
trict.  Each  had  been  named  to  those  posts  one 
year  ago.  The  Rev.  Mark  Blaising,  who  preceded 
Mr.  Brandenburg  in  the  statewide  post,  came  out 
of  retirement  to  fill  it  again  through  the  summer. 
The  two  former  ministers  cited  professional 
burnout  as  the  reason  for  their  resignations. 

HISTORIAN  DIES:  The  Rev.  Frederick  A. 

Norwood  of  Delaware  Ohio,  a  professor  of  histo¬ 
ry  of  Christianity,  died  May  4  at  age  80.  Dr. 
Norwood  taught  at  United  Methodist-related 
Garrett-Evangelical  Theological  Seminary  in 
Evanston,  Ill.,  from  1952  until  1978.  He  was  the 
author  of  such  books  as  Exiles:  A  History  of  Reli¬ 
gious  Refugees:  The  Development  of  Modem 
Christianity'  Since  1500:  Strangers  and  Method¬ 
ism:  Great  Moments  in  Church  History ;  and 
Sourcebook  of  American  Methodism.  In  1994,  Dr. 
Norwood  received  the  Distinguished  Service 
Award  from  the  United  Methodist  General  Com¬ 
mission  on  Archives  and  History. 

EDUCATION  FOR  MISSION:  Learn¬ 
ing  to  put  faith  into  action  was  the  objective  of  48 
United  Methodist  leaders  who  met  in  Nashville 
June  2-5  for  a  consultation  on  education  for  mis¬ 
sion.  The  representatives  of  mission  and  Christ¬ 
ian  education  at  local  and  regional  levels 
explored  with  staff  of  the  churchwide  boards 
of  Discipieship  and  Global  Ministries  how 
their  work  intersects. 

HELP  FROM  CATHOLICS:  Selection  of 

Cleveland  to  host  United  Methodism’s  lawmak¬ 
ing  General  Conference  in  2000  A. D.  was  aided 
in  no  small  way  by  that  city's  Catholics,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  church’s  East  Ohio  regional  conference 
Today  newspaper.  Catholic  Bishop  Anthony 
Pilla  hosted  a  dinner  for  the  13-member  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  delegation  which  made  the  selec¬ 
tion,  saying,  “We  are  stronger  when  we  work 
together  than  when  we  work  separately.” 
Cleveland  reportedly  beat  out  Des  Moines, 
Cincinnati,  Detroit  and  Minneapolis  in  bidding 
for  the  event  which  will  attract  1 ,000  delegates 
and  more  than  that  many  staff  and  visitors. 


Promise  Keepers:  Friend  or  foe  of  UM  men? 


By  LINDA  GREEN 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

Promise  Keepers,  a  non-denom- 
inational  movement  that  asks  men 
to  honor  Jesus  Christ  and  stress 
integrity  in  their  personal  lives,  is 
being  neither  endorsed  nor 
denounced  by  the  ministry  of  the 
laity  staff  of  the  United  Methodist 
General  Board  of  Discipieship. 

In  a  statement  released  June  2  in 
Nashville,  the  staff  urged  men  of 
the  denomination  to  examine  the 
movement  carefully  "in  light  of  the 
mission,  aim  and  purpose  of  their 
annual  conference,  district  and 
congregation.” 

Swept  the  country 

Promise  Keepers  has  swept  the 
country  since  it  was  launched  in 
Boulder,  Colo.,  in  1990. 

The  movement  calls  men: 

■  To  honor  Jesus  Christ  through 
worship,  prayer  and  obedience; 

■  To  practice  spiritual,  moral, 
ethical  and  sexual  purity;  and 

■  To  build  strong  marriages  and 
families. 

Large  gatherings  at  stadiums 
and  arenas  are  held  “where  men 
can  let  down  and  be  real,”  accord¬ 
ing  to  Randy  Phillips,  Promise 
Keepers  president.  Men  are  told  at 
these  events  that  through  God’s 
power,  they  have  the  resources  to 
interrupt  the  collapse  of  the  moral 
foundations  of  the  world  by  mak¬ 
ing  and  keeping  promises  to  lead 
the  nation  toward  a  revival. 

Promise  Keepers  are  primarily 
men  from  non-denominational  and 
independent  churches  but  support 
is  growing  among  men  in  mainline 
churches. 

The  Discipieship  board’s  min¬ 
istry  of  the  laity  staff  said  the 
movement  is  ‘‘tightly  structured 


around  a  small  group  of  men,”  and 
warned  that  "leadership  may  be 
brought  in  who  espouse  beliefs  that 
are  not  in  keeping  with  United 
Methodist  theology  and  practice.” 

While  the  staff  has  reservations 
about  the  movement,  it  "celebrates 
and  affirms  the  growing  enthusi¬ 
asm  of  men  for  Christian  spiritual 
enlightenment.” 

The  ministry  of  the  laity  staff 
also  invites  men  who  have  partici¬ 
pated  in  Promise  Keepers  to  re¬ 
examine  the  United  Methodist 
Men  organization  and  become 
knowledgeable  about  its  resources 
that  assist  men  in  their  quest  for 
spirituality.  The  staff  further 
encourages  formation  of  small 
units  to  assist  and  support  men  in 
their  spiritual  journeys. 

Earlier  this  year,  the  executive 
committee  of  United  Methodist 
Men  of  North  Georgia  "affirmed” 
Promise  Keepers  and  requested 
that  the  men  of  the  conference 
embrace  and  support  its  mission. 

“We  hope  men  will  see  Promise 
Keepers  as  a  spark  in  God’s  hand 
to  ignite  a  movement  calling  men 
to  reconciliation,  discipieship  and 
godliness,”  said  Joe  Kilpatrick, 
president  of  the  North  Georgia 
United  Methodist  Men.  “We,  in 
United  Methodist  Men,  need  to  be 
open  to  other  avenues  where  God 
is  working.” 

Founded  in  Colorado 

Founded  by  Bill  McCartney, 
former  head  football  coach  at  Col¬ 
orado  State  University,  the  crusade 
began  as  a  local  fellowship  of  72 
men  joining  for  prayer,  fasting  and 
mutual  support  as  Christians. 

An  event  in  Atlanta’s  Georgia 
Dome  June  30-July  1 .  is  just  one  of 
13  Promise  Keeper  events  that  will 
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LOS  ANGELES— This  recent  Promise  Keepers  rally  brought  several  thousand  Christian  men 
together  for  two  days  of  talks,  worship  and  fellowship.  United  Methodist  denominational  lead¬ 
ers,  however,  have  adopted  a  "wait  and  see"  stance  toward  the  popular  program  (see  related 
story  at  left). 


be  held  this  year.  It  is  anticipated 
that  more  than  500,000  men  will 
attend  the  Promise  Keeper-spon¬ 
sored  conferences  during  1995. 

Some  critics  say  Promise  Keep¬ 
ers  interpret  scripture  to  give  men 
dominance  and  superiority  over 
women. 

Using  a  military  organizational 
model.  Promise  Keepers  see  them¬ 
selves  as  “soldiers  in  the  army  of 
Christ”  and  organize  into  small 


“squads.” 

Other  commitments  Promise 
Keepers  make  include  pursuing 
vital  relationships  with  a  few  other 
men,  "understanding  that  a  man 
needs  brothers  to  help  him  keep  his 
promises.” 

The  men  are  also  encouraged  to 
support  the  church’s  mission  by 
honoring  and  praying  for  pastors 
and  by  actively  giving  time  and 
resources.  They  are  asked  to  reach 


beyond  racial  and  denominational 
barriers  to  demonstrate  the  power 
of  biblical  unity. 

They  are  also  asked  to  "influ¬ 
ence  the  world”  by  being  obedient 
to  Jesus’  Great  Commandment 
(Mark  12:30-31)  and  Great  Com¬ 
mission  (Matt.  28:19-20). 

Observers,  both  critics  and  sup¬ 
porters,  are  watching  the  move¬ 
ment  to  see  how  it  will  influence 
the  social  and  religious  scene. 


Exiled  bishop  reports  new  violence  outbreak  in  Burundi 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

Anew  round  of  fighting  has  bro¬ 
ken  out  in  Burundi,  according  to  a 
faxed  report  from  United 
Methodist  Bishop  J.  Alfred 
Ndoricimpa. 

The  outbreak  began  May  31  in 
suburbs  north  of  the  capital  city  of 
Bujumbura  when  government 

UMCOR  cancels 
disaster  training 
in  Burundi 


troops  opened  fire  on  Hutu  rebel 
soldiers. 

According  to  the  bishop,  the 
inhabitants  of  those  suburbs  are 
mostly  Hutus. 

Ethnic  violence  between  the 
majority  Hutus  and  the  Tutsi,  who 
control  the  military,  has  occurred 
since  Burundi  President  Melchoir 
Ndadye,  a  Hutu,  was  assassinated 


Based  on  the  outbreak  of  fight¬ 
ing  in  Burundi  (see  related  story 
above),  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  has  canceled 
training  classes  for  the  new  disas¬ 
ter  response  team  from  the  Burun¬ 
di  Annual  Conference. 


in  1993. 

Bishop  Ndoricimpa — current¬ 
ly  in  exile  in  Nairobi,  Kenya — 
said  the  new  violence  began  just 
as  the  general  secretary  of  the 
Organization  of  African  Unity  had 
arrived  on  a  peace  mission. 

“He  has  already  met  with  gov¬ 
ernment  and  party  leaders  but  has 
expressed  his  frustration  that 


Wendy  Whiteside,  UMCOR 
spokeswoman,  said  the  travel 
from  various  Burundi  towns  and 
suburbs  to  the  capital  city  of 
Bujumbura  may  be  too  dangerous. 

The  relief  agency  planned 
months  ago  to  implement  a  new 


Burundi  politicians  don’t  keep 
their  word  and  tend  to  be  reluctant 
to  speak  the  truth,”  the  bishop 
reported. 

By  June  2,  Bishop  Ndoricimpa 
had  learned  that  both  suburbs  had 
been  surrounded  by  army  tanks, 
blocking  roads  to  downtown 
Bujumbura. 

Journalists  and  international 


training  model  for  team  members 
from  the  church’s  Central  Confer¬ 
ences  (regional  units  outside  the 
United  States)  in  Bujumbura  the 
week  of  June  19. 

The  training  program  was 
designed  by  Larry  Powell  of  Las 


relief  workers  have  been  barred 
from  the  area,  said  the  bishop. 

The  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Burundi  has  at  least  40,000 
members. 

Contributions  to  the  church's 
crucial  work  in  Burundi  may  be 
sent  through  the  Bishops' Appeal 
and  Campaign  for  Africa, 
Advance  No.  101275-4. 


Vegas,  a  member  of  UMCOR’s 
catastrophic  disaster  team. 

Ms.  Whiteside  said  the  training 
program  will  probably  be  moved 
to  Kenya  for  participants  from 
around  Africa. 

—Denise  Johnson  Stovall 
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RATES:  S 1 .40  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  in¬ 
sertion.  S28.00  minimum  charge  for  up  to  20 
words  Blind  ads  S2 1 .00  plus  add  S 1 1 .20  for  the 
8  words  to  insert  our  contact  information.  Cash 
must  accompany  order  except  on  contract  ad¬ 
vertising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in  ad¬ 
vance.  Products  and  services  go  through  an 
approval  process.  We  schedule  two  weeks  in  ad¬ 
vance  of  an  issue  date. 


BABY  BOOMER  CONGREGATION  OF  1250 
seeks  Director  of  Christian  Education  for  ex¬ 
panding  ministry  with  children,  youth,  and 
adults.  Salary  negotiable  for  right  person.  Send 
resume  and  references:  Dr.  R.  Lawson  Bryan, 
Ashland  Place  United  Methodist  Church.  15 
Wisteria  Avenue.  Mobile,  AL  36607.  


YOUTH  MINISTRY  POSITION  available  in 
1500-member  church.  Contact:  Dr.  John  Og¬ 
den.  P.O  Box  2125.  Wichita  Falls.  TX  76307, 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDREN  AND  FAMILY 
Ministries.  St.  Andrew  United  Methodist 
Church.  1401  Mira  Vista,  Plano,  TX  75093 
(northern  suburb  of  Dallas).  Fast  growing  2500- 
member  congregation  with  over  500  children. 
Experience  required.  Contact:  Charles  Stokes  at 
(214) 380-8001. 


FULL-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  NEEDED. 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  Fairfield.  Tex¬ 
as.  Exciting  opportunities.  Location  of  town  a 
plus.  $25,000.  Send  resume:  Ron  Petty,  P.O. 
Box  I  56.  Fairfield.  TX  75840. 


EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR.  APPALACHIA 
Service  Project,  headquartered  in  Johnson  City, 
Tennessee,  a  ministry,  affiliated  with  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  of  home  repair  and  home 
building  using  6-7,000  volunteers,  paid  builders 
and  a  full-time  staff  of  38,  annual  budget  of 
S3. 5  million  seeks  an  Executive  Director  Sala¬ 
ry  commensurate  with  experience.  Call  (708) 
690-6495  for  job  description/application  infor- 
mation.  Application  deadline  August  1.  1995. 


DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES,  lay  or 
clergy,  for  growing,  dynamic  church  of  1865 
members  located  in  the  heart  of  Phoenix.  Ari¬ 
zona.  Beautiful  campus,  superb  facilities,  mul¬ 
tiple  staff  with  emphasis  on  team  ministry. 
Three  major  areas  of  responsibility:  work  and 
relate  directly  with  youth,  work  and  train  a 
large  cadre  of  workers  with  youth,  develop  pro¬ 
gram  with  and  for  parents  of  youth.  Opportuni¬ 
ty  for  creative,  imaginative,  committed  person 
to  build  and  expand  an  exciting  ministry.  Some 
experience  desirable.  Contact:  Search  Commit¬ 
tee,  Paradise  Valley  UMC,  4455  E.  Lincoln 
Drive.  Paradise  Valley,  AZ  85253. 


YOUTH  DIRECTOR/COORDINATOR  OF 
Christian  Education  for  a  750  +  member 
church  in  Northeast  Texas —  Tennison  Memo¬ 
rial  UMC.  Please  contact  Rev.  R.  Winston 
Gocns.  Jr.  (903)  572-5341.  or  mail  resume:  P.O. 
Box  967.  Mt.  Pleasant,  TX  75456-0967. 


DIRECTOR  OF  DEVELOPMENT  AND  Pub¬ 
lic  Relations  at  The  Baby  Fold,  a  child  welfare 
agency  in  Normal,  IL.  Qualifications  include 
3-5  years  progressive  experience  and  demon¬ 
strated  management  skills,  with  an  emphasis 
on  personal  solicitation  of  major  gifts  from 
corporate  and  individual  prospects.  A  bache¬ 
lor’s  degree  is  required,  advanced  degree  pre¬ 
ferred.  The  position  is  available  July  I  and 
offers  competitive  salary/bcnefits  and  an  at¬ 
tractive  community.  Send  letter  and  resume 
to:  Ray  German.  CFRE.  c/o  Howard  Braren 
Associates.  Inc.,  800  Kahl  Building.  Daven¬ 
port,  IA  52801.  The  Baby  Fold  is  an  Equal 
Opportunity  Employer. 


LEAD  A  VIGOROUS  URBAN  CHURCH  into 
the  twenty-first  century.  A  culturally  diverse, 
multi-lingual  urban  protestant  church  in  upper 
Manhattan  seeks  an  inspiring  spiritual  leader  to 
provide  an  innovative,  visionary  ministry. 
Strong  preaching  required,  as  well  as  proven 
managerial  and  administrative  skills  which 
unite  varied  resources,  people,  and  programs  to 
advance  an  outgoing,  effective  witness.  At  least 
ten  years  experience  preferred.  Please  address 
inquiries/applications  to:  J.  Thomas  Liddle,  Jr., 
Chairman,  CCC  Search  Committee,  Fort  Wash¬ 
ington  Collegiate  Church,  1 8 1st  St.  at  Fort 
Washington  Avenue,  New  York,  NY  10033. 


CHURCH  PROGRAM  DIRECTOR.  Full-time 
position  beginning  July  1,  1995.  Experience  in 
program  planning,  multi-staff  relations  and  su¬ 
pervision  required.  Computer  skills,  media 
communications  and  public  relations  experi¬ 
ence  dcsircablc.  Send  resume,  references  and 
salary  requirements  to:  Bill  Howard,  City  Road 
United  Methodist  Church,  701  S.  Gallatin  Rd., 
Madison,  TN  37115. 


YOUTH  DIRECTOR  FOR  THE  GROWING 
youth  ministry  of  1500-member  FUMC.  501 
W.  4th,  Joplin.  MO  84801.  Compensation 
package  to  $30,000.  Phone  (417)  623-2796,  Fax 
(417)623-2767.  


YOUTH  WORKER  FOR  THE  1400-member¬ 
ship  Baker  Memorial  United  Methodist  Church 
in  St.  Charles.  IL.  Thirty  hours  per  week,  start¬ 
ing  September  15th.  For  information  call:  Dr. 
Alfred  Patten  (708)  584-6680. 


SENIOR  PASTOR—  PEOPLE’S  CHURCH. 
East  Lansing,  MI  is  seeking  a  dynamic  senior 
pastor  for  a  1500-member  interdenominational 
congregation.  (Methodist,  Baptist,  Presbyteri¬ 
an,  Congregational).  Founded  1907,  located  ad¬ 
jacent  Michigan  State  University’s  beautiful 
campus.  Our  ecumenical  congregation  places 
high  emphasis  on  education,  strong  family  ori¬ 
entation  through  children  and  youth  activities, 
counseling  (Stephen  Ministry),  music  and  com¬ 
munity  outreach.  We  are  searching  for  a  Christ- 
centered,  motivated  leader  with  vision  to 
nuture  the  spiritual  growth  of  our  church  fam¬ 
ily.  Large  staff  administering  experience  desir¬ 
able.  Dossier  deadline  July  15.  Contact  Pastor 
Search  Committee,  P.O.  Box  4247,  East  Lan- 
sing.  MI  48826. 


YOUTH/COLLEGE  AGE  FULL-TIME  posi¬ 
tion  available  in  2000-member  church.  Col¬ 
lege  degree  required.  Contact:  Rev.  Bruce 
Hay,  Grcggton  UMC,  1101  Pine  Tree  Road, 
P.O.  Box  150086.  Longview.  TX  75615.  (903) 
759-3831.  


CHURCH  OF  THE  SAVIOUR  UNITED 
Methodist  seeks  full-time  Director  of  Music  for 
full  music  program.  MM/MSM  preferred.  Send 
inquiries  to:  Dr.  Leonard  H.  Budd,  2537  Lee 
Road.  Cleveland  Heights.  OH  44118. 


MINISTER  OF  YOUTH  AND  THEIR  Fam¬ 
ilies.  Dynamic  position  being  created  to  serve 
growing  urban  UMC.  Primary  goal:  to  lead 
church  in  ministering  to  youth  and  their  fam¬ 
ilies.  Looking  to  create  new  models  of  youth 
ministry  for  21st  century.  We  are  a  church  that 
does  not  want  to  do  business  as  usual.  Looking 
for  someone  who  understands  generation  shifts, 
lead  us  in  futuring.  Computer  skills  and  knowl¬ 
edge  of  internet  a  plus.  Creativity  and  team  ac¬ 
countability  required.  Ability  to  work  with, 
inspire,  delegate  and  supervise  youth  and 
adults.  Prefer  diaconal.  Salary:  S25-S32,000. 
Resumes:  Faith  UMC.  7431  E.  91st  St..  Tulsa. 
OK  74133.  Fax  (918)  250-1938. 


A  SCOTTISH  CHRISTIAN  HERITAGE 
Study/tour.  An  eighteen  day  study/tour  in  Scot¬ 
land  (ecu  credit  available)  with  stays  in  Edin¬ 
burgh.  Glasgow,  St.  Andrews,  the  Isle  of  Iona 
and  many  other  sites.  September  10-28;  only 
$2,285.  Write:  Dr.  Jesse  Sowell,  Texas  Wesley¬ 
an  University,  1201  Wesleyan,  Ft.  Worth.  TX 
76105.  or  call  (817)  531-4914. 

ISRAEL.  SEE  THE  HOLY  LAND.  Organize  10 
people  and  travel  free.  10  days/9  nights.  Only 
$1795.00  per  person.  (800)  334-4754. 

SOUTH  AFRICA  TOURS  FOR  churches/ 
academics/interested  parties.  See  the  sights 
but  learn  about  the  country  as  well.  Details: 
The  Manager.  P.O.  Box  674,  Wits,  South  Af¬ 
rica  2050.  Fax:  027-11-403-7299.  E-Mail: 
099WAKE@MUSE.  ARTS.  WITS.  AC.ZA. 

14-DAY  GREECE  AND  HOLYLAND  TOUR. 
Irresistible  price  from  $1825.  Departure  dates 
October  18  and  November  17,  1995  and  Febru¬ 
ary  10  and  March  10  1996.  ALSO,  The  Seven 
Churches  of  Asia  Minor  (Turkey)  8-day  tour 
only  $1399.  Departure  dates  November  4  and 
December  2,  1995.  For  brochures  call  Interna- 
t  ional  T ra vel/Study  (713)  397-2024. 

LOT  FOR  SALE:  BEAUTIFUL,  RESTFUL, 
wooded  mountain  setting  adjacent  to  Christian 
renewal  center  in  northeast  Georgia.  Stream, 
utilities,  and  maintained  road.  Protective  cov¬ 
enants.  1.2  acres  $1  3,900.  (305)  852-5473. 

VENDING  HERSHEYS  CANDY.  Make  Big 
SSS!!!  Own  a  route  and  help  Spina  Bifida  Asso- 
ciation  of  America.  Call  for  complete  informa¬ 
tion  1-800-843-9051. 

VISITING  NASHVILLE?  WORSHIP  AT  his¬ 
toric  McKcndree  UMC,  downtown.  Sundays 
8:30,  1 1:00  AM,  6:30  PM.  Thursday  noon  lun¬ 
cheon,  Wednesday  5:45  PM.  523  Church  Street. 
(615)271-2600. 

COPIER  FOR  SALE-  MITA  DC-4085.  40 
copies  per  second.  7  years  old.  Features:  4  cas¬ 
sette  trays,  automatic  document  feeder,  duplex- 
cr.  hand  feeder,  reducer  and  enlarger.  Inquiries 
call  the  First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Bridgeport,  Texas  at  (8 1 7)  683-2780. 

“DO  YOU  WANT  TO  ADOPT  A  BABY?" 
Methodist  Mission  Home/San  Antonio  now  ac¬ 
cepting  applications.  Texas  and  New  Mexico 
residents  call  (210)  696-7021  for  information. 

NO  ACCOMPANIST?  SING  YOUR  favorite 
hymns  in  worship  or  at  home.  Instrumental  ac¬ 
companiment  for  90  best  known  hymns  on  6- 
tape  cassette  sets.  Choose  piano  or  organ.  Word 
book  included,  but  can  be  used  with  your  hvm- 
nal.  Makes  an  excellent  gift.  $38.95  plus  ship- 
ping.  1-800-728-0573. 

CHRISTIAN  COMMUNICATIONS  Compa¬ 
ny  specializes  in  finding  sources  for  college 
expenses.  Scholarships,  grants  and  awards 
available  now  through  database  with  more 
than  75,000  possibilities.  Call  Rainbow  at  1- 
800-932-PRAY. 

BIBLE  SOFTWARE  CLEARANCE.  Entire  Bi¬ 
ble:  8  versions  plus  reference  library  $  1 9.00  and 
up.  DOS/MAC/Windows/CD-ROM.  1-800- 
991-3004  ext.  9,  24  hours.  Harvest  Ministries, 
Box  6304.  Olympia.  WA  98502.  j 

"THE  SANCTUARY  MURDER  AND  Other 
Stories,"  by  John  Ambler.  Featuring  the  Rev. 
John  Wesley  Hope.  Copies  are  limited.  Order 
now!  $15.00  postpaid.  Net  proceeds:  New  En¬ 
gland  Preachers'  Aid  Society.  Hollv  Press, 
12501  Ulmcrton  Road,  #141,  Largo,  FL  34644. 

No  phone  orders. 

Hometown 

By  CATHY  FARMER 

Dixie  Carter  and  Hal  Holbrook, 
Hollywood  celebrities,  looked  com¬ 
pletely  relaxed  and  at  home  in  the  fel¬ 
lowship  hall  of  McLemoresville  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church. 

They  entered  the  room  like  old 
friends,  shaking  hands  with  the 
dozens  of  smiling  men  and  women, 
hugging  several  of  the  older  ladies 
and  taking  time  to  exclaim  over  the 
frilly  dresses  of  the  small  girls. 

“This  is  my  home!”  explained 
Dixie  Carter  with  a  misty  smile.  “It 
was  wonderful  to  grow  up  here.  I  love 
this  church  and  these  people.  1  know 
we  throw  the  word  'love'  around  in 
Hollywood,  but  here,  when  we  use  it, 
it  really  means  something." 

Dixie  and  Hal  had  come  to  the 
church  for  a  celebration.  They  were 
led  to  believe  that  the  celebration  was 
for  the  Rev.  Tommy  Edwards  and  his 
wife,  Doris.  Mr.  Edwards  is  leaving 
the  superintendency  of  the  Paris  Dis¬ 
trict  after  six  years. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edwards  were  there 
as  well.  They  had  also  come  to  a  cel¬ 
ebration  but  they  believed  that  the 
party  was  in  honor  of  Dixie  and  Hal. 

They  were  both  right. 

“I've  been  planning  this  since  Jan¬ 
uary,”  said  Patricia  Greer,  wife  of  the 
Rev.  Eulas  Greer,  McLemoresville's 
pastor.  "I  wanted  to  do  something  for 
Dixie  and  Hal  because  of  all  they've 
done  for  the  church  and  the  commu¬ 
nity  and  I  wanted  to  do  something  for 
Tommy.” 

As  the  evening  progressed,  from 
songs  by  the  church's  youth  choir  to 
speeches  by  McLemoresville's  mayor 
Bill  Williams  and  Huntingdon's  mayor 
Dale  Kelly.  Dixie  began  to  tear  up. 

“My  grandmother  always  listed  her 
blessings  every  morning  and  she  used 
to  cry  when  she  did  it."  Dixie  said.  "I 
never  understood  that.  Now  I  do.” 


church  honors  actress 


MEMPHIS  CONFERENCE  PHOTO  BY  CATHY  FARMER 

MCLEMORESVILLE,  Tenn.— The  Rev.  Tommy  Edwards  welcomes 
actress  Dixie  Carter  and  her  husband,  actor  Hal  Holbrook.  Mr. 
Edwards  and  Ms.  Carter  each  thought  the  party  was  in  the  other's 
honor  (see  related  story  at  left). 


Mr.  Holbrook  reached  over  and 
took  her  hand. 

“This  is  a  quite  beautiful  place  to 
come  to  where  people  treat  you  with 
kindness,"  he  told  the  crowd.  "When 
I  met  Dixie.  I  was  headed  toward 
being  an  atheist  or  an  agnostic,  but 
now,  after  knowing  her.  I'm  headed 
in  an  entirely  different  direction. 


"We  travel  around  the  country  all 
the  time,"  he  continued.  “We  watch 
what's  going  on;  see  the  way  people 
are  behaving.  It's  wonderful  to  come 
back  here  where  people  are  decent." 

Ms.  Farmer  is  editor  of  the  Mem¬ 
phis  Annual  Conference  edition  of 
the  Reporter. 


Available  In  20'  to  33’  models  (12-38  passenger) 


CHURCH  BUSES 
NEW  AND  USED 

(We  take  trade-ins) 

Call  Henry  Headden 
Carpenter  Bus  Sales,  Inc. 
Brentwood,  TN 
1-800-370-6180 
(615)  371-6180 
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“The  Vision  is  taking  shape  among  us” 

Bishop  Oden  addresses  25  years  as  LA  Annual  Conference 


In  his  Episcopal  Address  to  Annual  Conference  June 
6,  Bishop  William  B.  Oden  celebrated  the  25th  year  of 
the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  and  proclaimed 
that  the  vision  for  an  improved  and  more  spiritually 
healthy  Conference  is  taking  shape  around  us  and 
among  us. 

“This  coming  year  is  one  of  Kairos — a  special 
time,  a  time  of  new  beginnings,”  he  said. 

Those  beginnings  involve  acknowledging  and 
confessing  challenges  for  United  Methodists  within 
the  church,  as  well  as  for  the  church’s  role  in  society 
at  large. 

“We  acknowledge  that  we  are  a  people  of  faith  with¬ 
in  a  people  of  culture,  that  we  are  called  to  be  in  the 
world  but  not  of  the  world — and  that’s  very  difficult  in 
Louisiana  for  many  reasons,”  the  Bishop  continued. 

High  on  the  Bishop’s  list  of  social  ills  is  gam¬ 
bling,  which  has  reached  a  crisis  point  in  our  state,  he 
said. 

“Dollars  thrown  at  legislators  have  opened  the 
floodgate  to  the  proliferation  of  video  poker  and 
other  forms  of  gambling.  It  doesn't  take  a  genius  to 
realize  that  Lady  Luck  cannot  be  the  basis  for  respon¬ 
sible  government  financing,”  he  declared. 

The  Bishop  also  addressed  racism. 

“The  sin  of  racism  is  alive  and  well,”  he  said. 
Though  this  Annual  Conference  marks  the  25th  year 
after  uniting  two  historically  black  and  white  confer¬ 
ences,  “we  confess  that  we  have  miles  to  go  before 
we  are  truly  one  people,”  the  Bishop  said. 

Conference  leadership  recently  completed  a  three 
day  review  with  the  General  Commission  on 
Religion  and  Race  to  help  update  and  refocus  its  plan 
of  inclusiveness. 

In  addition,  the  Bishop  decried  the  materialism  of 
our  culture. 

“We  live  in  a  culture  that  is  overwhelmingly  mate¬ 
rialistic.  Our  souls  wither  from  under-use  and  lack  of 
nourishment.  People  are  starving  today  for  mystery, 
for  the  power  that  grounds  and  centers  all  life.  Study 
after  study  has  shown  that  people  want,  above  all. 
preaching  that  feeds  the  spirit  and  challenges  the 
world’s  values,”  the  Bishop  said. 

What  people  require  is  strong  spiritual  leadership, 


he  said. 

Such  leadership  is  emerging  in  both  the  laity  and 
the  clergy,  the  Bishop  said.  He  sees  examples  of  laity 
leadership  in  intentional  lay  movements  such  as 
Disciple  Bible  Study,  Kairos,  Volunteers  in  Mission 
and  others. 

Clergy  demonstrate  spiritual  leadership  as  they 
equip  the  laity  and  provide  channels  of  grace  in 
prayer  groups,  work  retreats  and  even  administration, 
the  Bishop  said. 

But  administrative  duties  and  other  work  within 
the  walls  of  the  church  are  not  the  primary  purpose  of 
the  church. 

“This  ministry  is  to  do  the  work  of  the  church  out¬ 
side  its  walls:  inviting,  witnessing,  serving.  All  of  us, 
clergy  and  laity  alike,  are  the  Laos,the  people  of  God, 
who  by  baptism  are  sent  to  be  disciples  and  witnesses 
for  Jesus  Christ  in  the  world,"  he  remarked. 

“We  are  in  the  process  of  re-affirming  the  ministry 
of  all  Christians  as  the  basic  ministry  of  the  church. 
The  vision  is  taking  shape  among  us  and  around  us,” 
he  said. 


"It  is  through  Scripture  that  we 
know  we  are  not  a  baptized 
McLaughlin  Group  meeting 
weekly  to  hassle  each  other.  ’’ 


This  broad  vision  for  the  ministry  of  the  church 
must  come  to  life  in  individual  congregations. 

“The  primary  task  of  the  local  churches  is  to  be  in 
ministry  and  mission,”  the  Bishop  emphasized. 
“Their  committees  and  task  forces  are  to  be  means  of 
grace  and  channels  of  reconciliation.” 

But,  unfortunately,  the  Bishop  said,  most  of  his 
entrees  into  local  churches  center  on  points  of  con¬ 
flict  and  dissention. 

“But  the  conflict  model  which  comes  out  of  our 
culture  and  out  of  our  corporate  structure  is  not  the 
way  the  church  is  to  do  its  business.  It  is  through 


Bishop  Oden  touched  on  many  issues  critical  to  the  Annual 
Conference  as  it  moves  into  its  25th  year  as  a  united  body 
Among  those  mentioned  were  social  problems  such  as  gam¬ 
bling  and  racism,  as  well  as  the  vision  for  the  ministry  of  the 
church  and  the  role  of  individual  congregations. 

Scripture  that  we  know  we  are  not  a  baptized 
McLaughlin  Group  meeting  weekly  to  hassle  each 
other,”  he  said. 

The  primar  .task  of  the  local  church  is  to  invite 
others  into  the  fellowship  of  Jesus  Christ  and  to  nur¬ 
ture  those  coming  into  the  church  to  become  mature 
disciples  serving  in  the  world,  the  Bishop  said. 


UNLESS  YOU  CHANGE  AND 
BECOME  LIKE 
LITTLE 
CHILDREN  .  . . 


Rev.  Leslie  Akin 


Early  Saturday  morning  after  Annual 
Conference  I  found  myself  at  Dillard  University 
in  New  Orleans  preparing  to  address  160+  youth 
who  were  attending  DCYM.  My  task?  “teach 
us  about  the  structure  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church.”  As  I  stood  there  looking  into  those 
eager,  expectant,  young  faces  1  had  only  one 
thought,  “No  . .  you  teach  us.” 

YOU  TEACH  US  what  Christ  meant  when  he  said,  “Unless  you  change 
and  become  like  little  children  you  will  never  enter  the  kingdom  of  Heaven.” 

YOU  TEACH  US  what  it  means  to  dream  dreams  -  to  push  beyond  pre¬ 
sent  structures  -  to  say  no  to  existing  systems  controlling  your  behavior. 

YOU  TEACH  US  what  it  means  to  fearlessly  live  out  Karl  Barth’s  dialec¬ 
tical  theology:  the  kingdom  of  God  is  both  NOW  and  not  yet. 

YOU  TEACH  US! 


Several  weeks  ago,  anxious  to  be  in  the  presence  of  my  two  teenage  boys,  I 
agreed  to  watch  “Shawshank  Redemption”  with  them.  Recognizing  that  their 
mom  was  an  avid  “Pollyanna”  enthusiast,  they  prepared  me  for  what  would 
be  “a  rough,  but  one  of  the  best  movies  you’ll  ever  see.”  They  were  right  on 
both  counts. 

Do  you  remember  the  scene  inside  the  prison  with  Brookes  and  Haywood? 
Brookes  having  just  received  word  that  his  parole  had  been  granted,  held 
Haywood  in  a  death-defy  ing  grip  with  his  knife  piercing  Haywood's  neck. 
When  asked  why  this  gentle  friend  would  be  tempted  to  commit  such  a  vio¬ 
lent  act,  Brookes  sobbed,  “It’s  the  only  way  they  will  let  me  stay.”  Later, 
Haywood  reflected,  “I  just  don’t  understand  what  happened  in  there.”  In  his 
proven  wisdom  and  timely  candor.  Redd,  a  fellow  prisoner,  responded, 
“Brookes  is  just  INSTITUTIONALIZED.  That  man  has  been  in  here  fifty 
years.  That’s  all  he  knows.  In  here,  he's  an  important  man  -  an  educated 
man.  Out  there,  he’s  nothing  .  .  .  These  walls  are  funny.  First  you  hate ’em. 
Then,  you  get  use  to  ’em.  Enough  time  passes  you  get  so  you  depend  on  ’em. 
That’s  institutionalism.” 


YOU  TEACH  US.  youth. 


“Message  from  Grassroots”  issued 

The  Planning  and  Research  Committee,  formed  last  year  to  address 
the  future  needs  of  ministry  in  the  Louisiana  Conference,  recently  issued 
its  "Message  from  the  Grassroots,”  a  combination  of  laity  and  clergy 
input  about  the  status  of  churches  and  leadership  in  our  conference. 

Early  on,  the  Committee  recognized  the  necessity  of  naming  the  “cur¬ 
rent  reality”  of  the  Conference.  Put  another  way,  we  must  know  where 
we  are  before  we  decide  where  we  are  going. 

So  for  six  months,  the  Committee  gathered,  compiled  and  discussed 
information  from  various  sources  throughout  the  church:  insights 
gleaned  from  the  1990  listening  posts,  evaluations  of  VISION  2000.  and 
feedback  sessions  from  Quest  for  Quality.  The  Committee  asks  that  the 
“Message  from  the  Grassroots”  be  regarded  “through  the  lens  of  unity  in 
the  midst  of  diversity.”  Following  are  highlights  of  the  message.  For  a 
complete  copy  of  the  document,  contact  Janice  Johnson  at  Conference 
headquarters,  504-346-1646. 

“The  church  provides  the  means  by  which  we  encounter  the  trans¬ 
forming  grace  of  God,”  the  message  reads.  “We.  the  United  Methodists 
of  Louisiana,  clergy  and  laity,  look  for  worship  that  in  various  ways 
unites  us  with  our  faith  community.”  The  message  stresses  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  a  fellowship  of  faithful  believers  and  the  study  of  scripture. 

Children  and  youth  are  of  special  concern.  They  deserve  educational 
experiences  with  enthusiastic  teachers  who  convey  Christian  values. 

Faith  moves  our  members  beyond  the  walls  of  the  church  into  the 
community  with  organizations  like  Volunteers  in  Mission  and  the  Sager- 
Brown  Center  for  Enabling  Ministries.  Furthermore,  Annual  Conference 
must  unite  local  churches  in  a  meaningful  way  and  provide  them  with 
the  resources  needed  for  effective  ministry.  Programs  should  reflect  the 
cultural  and  ethnic  diversity  of  the  churches  in  our  conference. 

Above  all,  the  Conference  must  make  clear  how  its  structure,  pro¬ 
grams  and  various  undertakings  make  a  difference  in  the  life  of  the 
church  today. 

The  document  also  named  the  “current  reality”  and  expressed  hopes 
for  the  leadership  of  the  church. 

“We  seek  leaders  who  have  a  deep  spirituality,  skills  in  leadership, 
and  a  vital  sense  of  calling  to  ministry  to  their  local  congregation.  We 
call  our  leaders  to  be,  above  all,  spiritual  guides  for  the  members  of  their 
churches,”  the  document  states. 

Laity  look  for  pastors  motivated  primarily  by  their  calling  to  ministry. 
They  expect  pastors  to  be  well-educated,  with  a  solid  grounding  in  theol¬ 
ogy  and  scripture. 

On  the  Conference  level,  laity  want  leaders  who  know  them  and  listen 
genuinely  to  their  concerns.  Pastors  should  remain  long  enough  to  devel¬ 
op  the  mutual  covenant  necessary  for  mutual  ministry  to  occur. 

The  clergy  seek  to  serve  God  through  their  ministry  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church  in  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference. 

Importantly,  they  seek  to  emphasize  ministry  to  their  congregations 
over  administrative  duties. 

Furthermore,  the  clergy  hope  for  continued  resources  and  support  for 
ministry  to  which  they  are  called.  They  value  the  support  of  their  con¬ 
gregations  and  encourage  laypersons  to  discern  their  own  giftedness  for 
Ministry  serving  God  in  the  church  and  in  the  world. 

Delegates  attending  Annual  Conference  had  an  opportunity  to  reflect 
on  the  "Message  from  the  Grassroots,”  where  we  are  as  a  conference, 
and  where  we  want  to  go. 

Delegates’  responses  to  the  message  will  be  considered  in  an  ongoing 
dialogue  about  the  future  of  ministry  in  the  Lousisiana  Annual 
Conference. 


More  Reflections  on  Annual  Conference 
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Rev.  Howard  Hanger.  Song 
Leader  for  this  year’s  An¬ 
nual  Conference,  brought 
much  energy  to  the  music 
by  encouraging  folks  to 
clap  hands  and  wave  arms 
in  celebration  (left).  The 
Passing  of  the  Mantle  from 
the  retiring  class  to  the  new 
full-member  class  of  minis¬ 
ters  echoes  the  transference 
of  the  prophet  Elijah's  min¬ 
istry  to  the  younger  Elisha.. 
Pictured  (1  to  r)  are  Bishop 
Alfred  Norris  of  the  NW 
Texas/  New  Mexico  area. 
Rev.  Juliet  Deschner.  retir¬ 
ing  Rev.  Byrl  Moreland, 
Bishop  William  B.  Oden, 
and  Rev.  Marie  Williams. 


YOU  TEACH  US  how  to  break  out  of  our  prison  walls  of  institutionalism 
-  to  return  to  Ground  Zero  (as  it’s  referred  to  in  Quest  for  Quality)  -  to  risk 
being  nothing. 

Leonard  Sweet  was  right  on  target  in  his  book,  FaithQuakes,  when  he  said, 
“The  goal  of  ‘civilizing’  institutions  like  schools  and  churches  is  almost  to 
wipe  out  the  child  in  each  of  us.” 

PRAY  FOR  US.  Pray  that  we  will  have  the  courage  to  become  “like  little 
children.” 

Gracious  and  loving  God,  Creator  of  the  child  in  each  of  us,  set  us  free 
from  what  others  think,  from  what  is  comfortable,  from  the  way  it’s  always 
been.  Give  us  the  courage  to  dream  dreams.  Give  us  the  eyes  that  see 
beyond  the  way  things  are.  Give  us  a  heart  that  longs  for  your  Kingdom 
NOW  here  on  earth.  All  praise  and  all  glory  to  you.  Lord  God.  Amen 
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New  Orleans  Home 
Director  Resigns 

Dr.  Richard  E.  Hodges, 
CEO  of  The  Methodist  Home 
of  New  Orleans,  has  resigned 
to  accept  the  position  of 
President  and  CEO  of 
Epworth  Children's  Home  in 
Columbia,  SC,  on  July  1 . 

Hodges  came  to  The 
Methodist  Home  in  1986  to 
establish  what  has  become 
the  largest  Therapeutic  Foster 
Care  program  in  the  state.  He 
has  served  as  CEO  since 
1988. 


Epworth  Children's  Home 
is  a  UMC-owned  treatment 
facility  for  abused  children 
and  youth. 


Nelson  retires;  Day 
declared  in  his  honor 


J* 

“George  Nelson  has 
worked  thoughtfully  and 
deliberately  as  he  has  ful¬ 
filled  his  office  with  dignity 
and  authority.  He  is  a  kind, 
caring  man  who  treats  all 
people  with  respect  and  con¬ 
sideration,”  said  Centenary 
President  Kenneth  Schwab. 

Nelson,  an  active  member 
of  First  UMC,  Shreveport, 
has  held  leadership  roles  in 
numerous  committees  on 
both  local  and  Conference 
levels.  He  also  serves  on  the 
Board  of  the  Methodist 
Foundation. 

Also  retiring  is  the 
Board's  Vice-Chairman  J. 
Hugh  Watson,  who  has  held 
the  position  since  1972.  He 
has  served  on  several  com¬ 
mittees  in  his  church, 
Broadmoor  UMC,  Shreve¬ 
port. 


Shreveport  Mayor  Bo 
Williams  recently  declared 
May  5.  1995.  “George  D. 
Nelson,  Sr.  Day”  in  honor  of 
Nelson's  30  years  of  service 
as  Chairman  of  Centenary 
College's  Board  of  Trustees. 

Nelson  retired  this  month 
from  the  post  he  has  held 
since  1965. 


Roy  S.  Hurley,  also  a 
member  of  Broadmoor 
UMC,  Shreveport,  now 
assumes  leadership  of  the 
Board  as  its  Chairman. 

William  G.  Anderson  has 
been  elected  the  Boards'  new 
Vice-Chairman. 


Faith  forum 
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'Let  marriage  be  held  in  honor  by  all . 


Anglicans'  report 
on  cohabitation 
is  contradictory 

The  Church  of  England  recently  issued  a 
report  affirming  that  the  church  should  hold 
fast  to  the  centrality  of  marriage  but  should 
simultaneously  accept  the  fact  that  living 
together  is,  for  many  people,  a  step  towards 
marriage. 

But  that*s  not  all.  The  Church  of  England 
report  went  on  to  say:  ’in  terms  of  the  the- 
_  ology  of 
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involves  a  mutual,  life-long,  exclusive  com¬ 
mitment  may  be  a  legitimate  form  of  mar¬ 
riage." 

Wait  a  minute.  That's  not  holding  fast  to 
the  centrality  of  marriage  as  the  Anglicans 
profess  to  prefer.  That's  redefining  Christ¬ 
ian  marriage  which,  until  now.  has  been 
understood  by  the  church  to  be  a  sacred,  life¬ 
long  covenant  between  a  man  and  a  woman 
made  in  the  presence  of  God  within  a  con¬ 
gregation. 

The  Anglican  report  also  suggests  that  the 
church  drop  the  phrase  “living  in  sin"  to  char¬ 
acterize  couples  living  together.  Why? 
Because,  according  to  the  report,  the  phrase 
"perpetuates  the  widespread  misconception 
that  sex  is  sinful  and  that  sin  is  only  about  sex." 

Says  who? 

According  to  United  Methodist  teaching, 
just  the  opposite  is  true:  “We  recognize  that 
sexuality  is  God's  good  gift  to  all  persons" 
(The  Book  of  Discipline,  paragraph  71  F). 

The  United  Methodist  Social  Principles 
further  teach  that  sexual  relations  are  clear¬ 
ly  affirmed  only  in  the  marriage  bond. 

Not  wanting  to  offend  those  "living  in 
sin,"  the  Church  of  England  has  greatly 
offended  those  who  live  out  the  belief  that 
Christian  marriage  is  both  a  sacred  covenant 
and  a  sure  foundation  for  the  establishment 
of  a  Christian  home. 

Furthermore,  marriage  is  not  only  an  inti¬ 
mate  relationship  between  a  man  and  a 
woman  but  also  a  transcendent  relationship 
between  a  couple  and  God.  Coming  togeth¬ 
er  in  marriage  is  a  bonding  together,  where¬ 
as  living  together  outside  of  marriage  is  just 


that:  living  together  as  roommates  with  or 
without  a  contract. 

If  sex  is  involved  in  this  nonbinding  rela¬ 
tionship,  a  dangerous  lop-sided  emotional 
bonding  may  occur,  with  one  party  feeling 
that  it  is  "for  keeps"  while  the  other  treats  it 
“for  tricks."  That  kind  of  situation  often 
leads  only  to  hurt,  emotional  or  otherwise. 

The  Anglican  report — offered  for  discus¬ 
sion.  not  as  church  policy  yet — may  make 
many  couples  wonder,  "Why  get  married?" 

The  report  says  that  words  like  “duty,  self- 
sacrifice,  loyalty,  faithfulness  and  responsi¬ 


bility"  as  related  to  human  relationships  are 
unpopular  and  need  to  be  supplanted. 

If  those  words  are  “unpopular,"  should 
they  be  replaced  by  their  opposites  such  as 
“indifference,  selfishness,  disloyalty, 
unfaithfulness  and  irresponsibility?" 

No.  thank  you.  Marriage  should  not  be 
defined  according  to  popular  notion  but  as  a 
conviction  which  promises  "to  love,  com¬ 
fort,  honor  and  keep  in  sickness  and  in 
health,  and  forsaking  all  others,  be  faithful 
as  long  as  you  both  shall  live." 

The  Anglicans’  attempt  at  compassion 


Youths'  essays  were  moving,  but  what  about  follow-up? 


Thank  you  for  the  moving  essays  on  alco¬ 
holism  that  appeared  in  the  May  19  issue 
from  the  Youth  Alcohol  Essay  Contest  co¬ 
sponsored  by  the  Reporter  and  the  Indepen¬ 
dent  Committee  on  Alcohol  and  Drugs  for 
United  Methodists. 

Now  how  about  a  story  on  what  churches 
can  do  to  warn  our  young  people  of  the  dan¬ 
gers  of  alcohol? 

This  is  important  because: 

■  A 1994  Gallup  Poll  showed  that  75  per¬ 
cent  of  our  nation's  preachers  don't  discuss 
alcohol; 

■  TV  preachers  ignore  it; 

■  Booze  money  silences  some  critics. 
(The  Center  for  Science  in  the  Public  Inter¬ 
est  reported  in  past  years  that  the  Coors  fam¬ 
ily  donated  funds  to  the  Rev.  Jesse  Jackson 
and  the  Western  District  of  the  African 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church). 

I  suggest  that  youth  groups  in  our  church¬ 
es  be  encouraged  to  present  programs  featur¬ 
ing: 

✓  Statistics  from  alcohol  treatment  and 
law  enforcement  agencies  about  booze  prob¬ 
lems  in  their  city: 

✓  Reports  on  the  number  of  alcohol-relat¬ 
ed  deaths  and  crimes  and  what  areas  of  town 
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are  most  affected,  especially  any  near  the 
church; 

✓  Reports  from  local  political  action 
groups  on  whether  owners  of  local  bars  and 
liquor  stores  make  donations  to  local  politi¬ 
cal  candidates; 

✓  Charts  and  graphs  showing  booze  com¬ 
mercials  and  ads  on  local  TV  stations  and  in 
newspapers  (don’t  be  surprised  if  the  local 
college  newspaper  turns  out  to  have  the  most 
alcohol  ads). 

Follow-up  articles  such  as  these  could  be 
important. 

Steve  LaPrade 
Norman,  Oklahoma 

A  leader  ignored 

I  am  a  retired  member  of  the  former  New 
England  and  New  Hampshire  Conferences. 
While  1  was  pastor  of  the  Methodist  Church 
in  Cochituate.  Mass.,  my  1 6-year-old  daugh¬ 
ter  and  I  marched  with  the  Rev.  Martin 


Luther  King  Jr.  and  heard  him  speak  in 
Boston  Gardens.  He  stands  tall  among  the 
great  leaders  of  America  and  of  the  church. 

Consequently,  as  a  New  Hampshire  citi¬ 
zen,  I  am  ashamed  of  the  bigotry  of  my  state 
legislature  that  ignores  Martin  Luther  King's 
birthday. 

As  a  United  Methodist,  however,  I  am 
proud  to  hear  of  the  New  England  Annual 
Conference's  stand  on  this  "holiday"  by  rul¬ 
ing  out  New  Hampshire  as  a  conference  cen¬ 
ter  site  because  it  does  not  honor  Dr.  King. 

Bob  Jones 

Madison,  New  Hampshire 

Eliminate  anti-Semitism 

Charles  A.  Rodenberger's  letter  ofMay  19, 
addressing  the  Rev.  Ignacio  Castuera's  call 
for  Christian  recognition  of  the  Holocaust, 
suggests  that  a  larger  number  of  Christians 
perished  in  Nazi  concentration  camps  than 
Jews. 

The  assertion  may  be  numerically  correct, 
but  one  salient  fact  that  is  not  reflected  is 
that  all  of  the  Jews  that  the  Nazis  could  iden¬ 
tify  were  incarcerated. 

They  were  not  necessarily  political  pris¬ 
oners  or  criminals.  It  did  not  matter  that  they 
may  or  may  not 
have  opposed 
fascism;  the 
irony  that  they 
were  Jews  was 
enough  to  cause 
their  imprison- 


Andrew  M. 
Greeley  is  a 
Roman  Catholic 
priest,  best¬ 
selling  novelist 
and  sociologist 
at  the  University 
of  Chicago. 
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Christian  marriage  has  been  understood  by  the  church  to  be  a  sacred,  life-long  covenant  between  a  man  and  a  woman 
made  in  the  presence  of  God  within  a  congregation  (see  related  editorial  at  left  and  related  commentary  at  right). 


towards  those  living  together  would  have 
been  commendable  had  it  stopped  there. 

But  compassion  such  as  Jesus  had  for  the 
Samaritan  woman  at  the  well  when  he  con¬ 
fronted  her  about  her  unmarried  cohabita¬ 
tion  isn’t  blind  to  the  need  to  live  in  whole¬ 
some  relationship  to  God  and  one  another. 

This  kind  of  wholesome  relationship, 
which  for  Jesus  included  concern  for  the 
Samaritan  woman's  physical,  mental,  social 
and  ultimate  spiritual  well  being,  is  best 
attained  through  the  marriage  covenant  for 
couples  who  want  to  live  under  the  same  roof. 


ment  and  death. 

Is  the  collective  conscience  of  Christians 
to  be  assuaged  because  for  every  Jew  who 
died  in  a  concentration  camp  1 .4  Christians 
perished? 

We  Christians  shouldn't  delude  ourselves 
with  the  comforting  rationale  that  we  aren’t 
responsible  for  Jewish  persecution. 

Denial  of,  tacit  or  too  often  overt  approval 
of  anti-Semitism  for  the  past  two  millennia 
fostered  and  encouraged  an  attitude  that 
allowed  some  Christians  to  justify  mistreat¬ 
ment  of  our  Jewish  brothers  and  sisters.  The 
Holocaust  was  the  horrible  result  of  this  tol¬ 
eration  of  prejudice. 

As  Dr.  Castuera  and  Roman  Catholic  Car¬ 
dinal  Joseph  Bernardin  of  Chicago  recently 
suggested,  it's  time  the  Christian  faithful 
addressed  and  eliminated  anti-Semitism  in 
our  midst. 

Michael  Collins 
Casey,  Illinois 

Thank  you  for  coverage 

As  chairperson  of  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Institutional  Ministries  for  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  I  especially 
appreciate  the  coverage  your  have  given  to 
the  impact  of  budget  cuts  on  our  national 
mission  institutions. 

These  institutions  are  where  people  are 
helped  to  better  their  lives. 

Ann  Hafer 
Billings,  Montana 
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Sociologist  finds 
marriage  is  good 
for  your  health 

By  ANDREW  GREELEY 

Religion  News  Service 

For  many  years  we  have  been  hearing  that  the 
family  is  falling  apart  and  that,  for  many  Ameri¬ 
cans,  marriage  is  becoming  less  important.  The 
number  of  those  who  remain  unmarried  has 
increased  every  year. 

Now  comes  Professor  Linda  Waite  of  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Chica¬ 
go  with  a 

warning  tha.  Commentary 

being  unmar-  _ * 

ried  can  be 
bad  for  your 
health — very 
bad  indeed. 

In  her 
presidential 
address  to  the 
Population 
Association 
of  America, 

Dr.  Waite  gathered  data  from  existing  studies  to  make 
the  case  that  marriage  does  matter. 

Being  unmarried  is  more  dangerous  (in  terms 
of  loss  of  life  expectancy)  than  heart  disease,  can¬ 
cer,  being  overweight  and  being  poor,  according 
to  Dr.  Waite. 

Problem  drinking  is  lower  for  married  men. 
Other  risk-taking  behaviors — such  as  driving  too 
fast,  getting  into  serious  arguments  or  fights  and 
taking  needless  risks — have  been  proven  to  be 
lower  for  men  and  women  who  are  married. 

More  satisfaction 

Married  people  have  more  sex  than  singles  do. 
Married  men  report  greater  physical  satisfaction 
with  sex  than  their  unmarried  brothers.  Emotional 
satisfaction  with  sex  is  highest  for  married  men  and 
women. 

Married  people  save  more  money  and  their  chil¬ 
dren  are  less  likely  to  drop  out  of  school  than  the 
children  of  single  parents. 

Dr.  Waite  notes  that  though  science  has  freely 
argued  the  benefits  of  not  smoking,  it  has  been 
reluctant  to  argue  the  benefits  of  marriage.  Nor 
has  it  attacked  as  unhealthy  the  marriage  penalty 
built  into  federal  tax  laws  and  discrimination 
against  married  people  in  the  welfare  system. 

An  obligation 

“Social  scientists  have  an  obligation  to  point  out 
the  benefits  of  marriage  beyond  the  mostly  emo¬ 
tional  ones  that  tend  to  push  people  toward  mar¬ 
riage  but  may  not  sustain  them  when  the  honey¬ 
moon  is  over,”  Dr.  Waite  concludes.  “We  have  an 
equally  strong  obligation  to  make  policy  makers 
aware  of  what's  at  stake  when  they  pull  those  pol¬ 
icy  levers  that  discourage  marriage." 

Dr.  Waite  doesn’t  ask  why  social  scientists 
haven't  made  as  much  of  marriage  as  the  data  sug¬ 
gest  they  should.  But  it's  a  question  that  must  be 
raised.  My  guess  is  that  to  defend  marriage  and 
family  life  is  not  chic  among  our  intellectual  and 
academic  elites,  even  thought  many  of  them  are 
indeed  happily  married,  even  in  love. 

Cohabitation  and  gay  and  lesbian  sex  are  chic, 
but  traditional  marriage  is  old-fashioned  and, 
hence,  embarrassing. 

No  wonder  Republications  in  Congress  want  to 
abolish  social  science.  If  more  of  our  number  had 
the  courage  of  Linda  Waite  to  report  the  truth  about 
human  social  behavior — no  matter  how  unfash¬ 
ionable  the  findings  might  be — we  might  be  in  a 
lot  less  trouble  than  we  are  now. 

A  comparison 

Dr.  Waite  has  a  nice  comparison  of  marriage 
with  cohabitation. 

“Cohabitation  doesn’t  generally  imply  a  life¬ 
time  commitment  to  stay  together.  Cohabitants  are 
much  less  likely  than  married  couples  to  pool 
financial  resources,  more  likely  to  assume  that  each 
partner  is  responsible  for  supporting  himself  or  her¬ 
self  financially,  more  likely  to  spend  free  time  apart 
and  less  likely  to  agree  on  the  future  of  the  rela¬ 
tionship.  This  uncertainty  makes  both  investment 
in  the  relationship  and  specialization  with  this  part¬ 
ner  much  riskier  than  in  marriage 
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BLOOD  DONATIONS:  Clergy  and  lay 
members  of  the  United  Methodist  Texas  regional 
conference  (Houston  Area)  set  up  an  emergency 
blood  donation  center  during  their  recent  ses¬ 
sions.  The  report  of  illness  and  emergency 
surgery  to  one  conference  member  resulted  in 
22  pints  of  blood  being  received  in  a  four-hour 
period.  A  room  at  the  conference  site.  First  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  downtown  Houston,  was 
converted  into  a  temporary  blood  center. 

GERMANS  JOIN  CONCORDAT: 

The  Germany  United  Methodist  Central  Con¬ 
ference  voted"  recently  to  become  a  member  of 
the  "Ueuenberger  Konkordie,"  according  to 
the  Rev.  Heinrich  Meinhardt.  It  is  a  church  fel¬ 
lowship  of  80  European  denominations  of 
Lutheran.  Reformed  and  United  background  that 
accept  each  other's  faith  and  order.  The  Leuen- 
berger  Konkordie  was  founded  in  1973. 

HAITIAN  REFUGEE  PAROLE:  offi¬ 
cials  of  the  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief,  the  church’s  relief  agency,  have 
expressed  delight  that  the  U.S.  government 
will  parole  20,000  Cubans  being  held  on  the 
U.S.  military  base  at  Guantanamo  Bay,  Cuba, 
and  allow  them  to  enter  the  United  States.  This 
parole  was  not  extended  to  300  Haitians  left  on  the 
base,  according  to  the  relief  committee.  Among 
the  Haitians  are  161  unaccompanied  minors. 

BLACK  CONGREGATION:  The  Ger¬ 
man  United  Methodist  Church  has  its  first  all¬ 
black  congregation.  The  Ghanaian  United 
Methodist  Church  was  chartered  recently  at  the 
Germany  North  Annual  Conference.  Pastor  of  the 
130-member  church  is  the  Rev.  John  Ekem  from 
Ghana. 

PERKINS  EXTENDS  PROGRAM: To 

meet  a  need  in  Houston,  United  Methodist- 
related  Southern  Methodist  University’s 
Perkins  School  of  Theology  has  established  a 
Houston-Galveston  Extension  Seminary  Pro¬ 
gram.  Two  courses  will  be  taught  each  semester 
in  Houston  and  Galveston  by  Perkins  faculty 
members.  Houston/Galveston  is  one  of  the 
largest  metropolitan  areas  in  the  nation  that  does 
not  have  a  permanent,  fully  accredited.  Protes¬ 
tant  theological  seminary. 

PREACHING  ENCYCLOPEDIA:  Two 

United  Methodist  related-Duke  University 
professors,  the  Rev.  William  Willimon  and 
Richard  Lischer,  have  produced  a  book  of 
critical  reflection,  history,  politics  and  theolo¬ 
gy,  all  related  to  preaching.  Directed  at  clergy, 
the  Concise  Encyclopedia  of  Preaching  (Westmin¬ 
ster  John  Knox  Press)  answers  many  questions 
about  preaching's  role  in  religion  and  society. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


UMC  teams  aid  Bosnia 


Despite  warfare, 

,  -  re  '  ■  ■  ta  v.jjtv 

4) 


By  LINDA  BLOOM 

United  Methodist  News  Service 


RELIGION  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 

SARA)EVO— Roman  Catholic  nuns  run 
from  recent  gunfire.  Despite  renewed 
fighting,  United  Methodist  volunteers 
are  working  in  Bosnia. 


The  first  United  Methodist  Volunteers  in 
Mission  team  to  Central  Bosnia  arrived  in 
early  June  to  help  repair  refugee  housing 
centers. 

By  June  8.  the  16-member  team  was 
painting  and  doing  light  repair  work  at  cen¬ 
ters  in  Zenica. 

Some  members  were  also  assigned  to 
work  in  community  service  programs  for 
women  and  youth,  according  to  Dirk  Van 
Gorp.  coordinator  of  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  (UMCOR)  work  in 
the  former  Yugoslavia. 

Called  ’’Operation:  Restore  Bosnia.”  the 
United  Methodist  summer  work  program 
originally  had  a  goal  of  dispatching  four  25- 
member  volunteer  teams  to  Central  Bosnia 
during  three  four-week  periods. 

In  a  June  8  telephone  interview  from 
Washington,  where  he  was  conducting  busi¬ 
ness  before  returning  to  Croatia  that  night. 


Mr.  Van  Gorp  admitted  that  renewed  fight¬ 
ing  has  reduced  participation  in  the  project. 

"Some  people  who  had  signed  up  chose 
not  to  come.”  he  said. 

However,  about  40  people  remain  com¬ 
mitted  to  go.  mostly  from  Oklahoma. 

Besides  Zenica.  volunteers  will  work  in 
Gornji  Vakuf,  among  cities  most  severely 
damaged  during  the  war. 

Mr.  Van  Gorp  said  that  Gornji  Vakuf 
offers  “lots  of  different  opportunities”  for 
relief  work,  including  repairing  war-dam¬ 
aged  homes  and  working  at  the  local  health 
care  clinic  and  kindergarten. 

He  stressed  that  both  cities  have  "an 
acceptable  level  of  safety,”  in  his  opinion, 
and  explained  that  they  are  too  far  from  the 
fighting  to  be  shelled  from  ground  level. 

Volunteers  will  not  visit  projects  outside 
of  those  two  cities  and  will  travel  to  and  from 
Split.  Croatia,  on  a  secured  central  road,  he 
said. 

Building  upon  grants  from  the  United 
Nations  High  Commission  on  Refugees  and 


the  U.S.  Agency  for  International  Develop¬ 
ment.  UMCOR  coordinates  a  number  of 
rehabilitation  projects  in  the  region. 

"We  are  still  taking  care  of  all  the  refugee 
collective  housing  centers  in  Central 
Bosnia,”  Mr.  Van  Gorp  said.  "There  are  76 
of  those." 

A  few  of  the  centers  are  in  "front-line 
towns  where  the  Bosnian  army  is  trying  to 
push  back."  he  explained,  making  decisions 
on  how  to  monitor  programs  in  those  places 
"a  day-to-day  judgment." 

UMCOR  projects  in  Sarajevo — a  com¬ 
munity  center  for  women  and  youth  and  an 
income-generation  program  in  refugee 
housing — have  all  but  shut  down  recently 
because  of  shelling  and  the  lack  of  electrici¬ 
ty  and  other  necessities. 

"The  last  three  or  four  weeks  in  Sarajevo 
have  been  very  difficult,"  Mr.  Gorp  con¬ 
firmed.  although  he  said  the  local  program 
staff  has  remained.  "It’s  been  impossible  for 
me  to  get  into  Sarajevo  in  the  last  two 
months." 


United  Methodists 
call  for  Jerusalem 
to  open  to  all  faiths 
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JERUSALEM-Jewish  settlers  pray  on  the  West  Bank  recently.  Continued  expansion  of  set¬ 
tlements  heightenss  concerns  over  perceived  Israeli  attempts  to  co-opt  Jerusalem,  a  city 
sacred  to  Christians,  Jews  and  Muslims. 


By  LINDA  BLOOM 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

Preserving  Jerusalem  as  an 
"open  city”  which  belongs  to  Chris¬ 
tians  and  Muslims  as  well  as  Jews 
is  essential  to  peace  in  the  Middle 
East,  according  to  United 
Methodists  familiar  with  the  region. 

Bonnie  Jones  Gehweiler  of 
Waynesville,  N.C.,  who  helps 
coordinate  volunteers-in-mission 
teams  to  Israel  and  Palestine,  said 
the  issue  of  Israeli  control  over 
Jerusalem  "is  crucial  in  the  hearts 
and  minds  of  Palestinians  because 
for  both  groups,  Christians  and 
Muslims,  it  is  a  holy  city.” 

The  Rev.  Robert  Hannum,  a 
United  Methodist  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  missionary 
who  with  bis  wife  Peggy  has  been 
based  in  Jerusalem  since  January 
1994,  agreed. 

Of  the  three  chief  areas  of  con¬ 
flict  between  Israelis  and  Pales¬ 
tinians — the  sealing  off  of  the 


occupied  territories,  the  thou¬ 
sands  of  Palestinians  still  being 
held  in  Israeli  prisons  and  the 
ownership  of  Jerusalem — the 
issue  of  Jerusalem  seems  to  be  the 
most  volatile  at  this  time,  he  said. 

U.S.  Senator  Robert  Dole's 
recent  proposal  to  move  the  U.S. 
embassy  in  Israel  from  Tel  Aviv  to 
Jerusalem — giving  validity  to  the 
idea  it  is  the  capital  of  Israel — "is 
an  incredibly  bad  move,"  accord¬ 
ing  to  Mr.  Hannum.  Senator  Dole 
is  a  United  Methodist. 

"If  we  want  to  induce  violence 
over  there  this,  in  my  opinion,  will 
do  it  very  quickly.” 

The  solution,  he  believes,  is  to 
establish  two  embassies — one  with 
the  Israelis  in  West  Jerusalem  and 
another  in  East  Jerusalem,  defining 
it  as  the  capital  of  Palestine. 

"There  are  ways  of  having  a 
unified  city  within  the  diversity 
and  division."  Mr.  Hannum  said. 

In  May,  the  United  Methodist 
Council  of  Bishops  endorsed  an 


ecumenical  statement  on  Jerusalem 
from  U.S.  Christian  leaders  which 
originally  was  delivered  to  Presi¬ 
dent  Clinton  on  March  6. 

The  statement,  titled  “Jerusalem: 
City  of  Peace,”  calls  upon  the  U.S. 
government,  “as  a  facilitator  to  the 
Middle  East  peace  process."  to  put 
the  question  of  Jerusalem  higher  on 
its  agenda. 


The  president  of  the  World 
Methodist  Council’s  North  Ameri¬ 
can  Section,  United  Methodist 
Bishop  L.  Bevel  Jones  III.  applaud¬ 
ed  the  statement. 

"I  would  underscore  the  thrust 
of  that  document  which  insists  that 
Christians  and  Muslims,  together 
with  Israelis,  have  a  continuing  role 
in  shaping  the  future  of  historic 


Jerusalem  and  guaranteeing  the  liv¬ 
ing  presence  of  the  three  Abra- 
hamaic  religions  in  the  holy  city." 
he  said  in  March  after  meeting  with 
Palestinian  Christians  there. 

In  their  statement,  the  Christian 
leaders  also  expressed  concern 
about  the  U.S.  government’s  failing 
to  support  Palestinian  rights  and 
interests  in  Jerusalem. 


Mantle's  illness  no  surprise  to  UM  youth  alcohol  essay  winner 


By  DANIEL  R.  GANGLER 

Associate  Editor 

Michael  Holly  of  Pekin.  Ill.,  was 
not  surprised  that  baseball  Hall-of- 
Famer  Mickey  Mantle  was  recently 
hospitalized  at  Baylor  University 
Medical  Center  in  Dallas  for  a  liver 
transplant. 

But  the  breakdown  in  Mr.  Mantle’s 
health  came  sooner  than  his  young 
observer  thought  it  would. 

Senior  high  winner 

Mr.  Holly.  17,  a  senior  at  Pekin 
Community  High  School,  earlier  this 
year  entered  an  essay  contest  for 
senior  high  students  on  the  topic:  “I 
Choose  to  be  Alcohol  Free."  The  con¬ 
test  was  cosponsored  by  The  United 
Methodist  Reporter  and  the  Indepen¬ 


dent  Committee  on  Alcohol  and 
Drugs  for  United  Methodists. 

In  the  opening  paragraph  of  Mr. 
Holly’s  winning  essay  published  in 
the  Reporter  May  19,  he  wrote: 
“Mantle  had  neglected  the  gifts  of 
God  to  live  a  life  consumed  with  alco¬ 
hol.  Mantle’s  unfortunate  story  is  pre¬ 
cisely  the  reason  why  I  choose  to 
grow  up  alcohol  free." 

He  wrote  his  essay  reflecting  on  a 
feature  story  about  Mr.  Mantle  last 
year  in  Sports  Illustrated  in  which 
Mr.  Mantle  publicly  admitted  that  he 
had  abused  alcohol  most  of  his  life. 

In  response  to  Mr.  Mantle's  recent 
liver  transplant  surgery,  Mr.  Holly 
told  the  Reporter:  “It’s  really  a 
tragedy  that  it  happened.  But  maybe 
now  others  will  become  aware  of 


their  own  alcoholism." 

Mr.  Holly  said  he  thought  the  pub¬ 
licity  about  Mr.  Mantle's  recovery 
was  great  for  everybody. 

He  also  sees  the  surgery  as  a  sec¬ 
ond  chance  for  Mr.  Mantle.  “I  hope 
he  uses  the  transplanted  liver  well. 
He  can  use  it  to  provide  a  second 
chance  to  be  with  his  family  and 
friends." 

Mr.  Holly  said  Mr.  Mantle  proba¬ 
bly  turned  to  alcohol  because  of  the 
pressures  a  baseball  player  endures. 
He  said.  “Maybe  Mantle’s  way  of 
escaping  was  drinking.  There  are 
other  ways  to  get  around  pressures 
like  talking  with  friends  and  family 
and  not  feeling  so  pressured." 

He  said  that  because  Mickey  Man¬ 
tle  had  good  times  drinking  with  his 


friends,  “he  missed  out  on  his  family 
and  spending  time  with  his  kids." 

Being  alcohol  and  drug  free,  this 
high  school  senior  said  he  felt  that  he 
will  be  able  to  achieve  anything  he 
has  the  opportunity  to  achieve. 

'Nothing  to  hold  me  back' 

“There  will  be  nothing  to  hold  me 
back — nothing  to  hinder  my  capabil¬ 
ities  at  all." 

Asked  if  he  had  any  advice  for 
incoming  high  school  freshmen  who 
want  to  be  drug  and  alcohol  free,  he 
said.  “It’s  who  you  pick  to  hang  out 
with.  Hang  out  with  those  with  no 
drugs  and  alcohol." 

Mr.  Holly  said  he  socializes  with 
others,  like  himself,  who  don’t  use 
alcohol  and  drugs  and  credits  that 


camaraderie  to  his  freedom  from 
alcohol  and  drugs  in  a  culture  perme¬ 
ated  by  drinking. 

Credits  parents,  church 

He  credited  his  parents.  First  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  of  Pekin,  and 
his  faith  for  the  support  he  needed  to 
be  alcohol  and  drug  free. 

He  said  his  parents,  Wayne  and 
Joanna  Holly,  instilled  good  values 
in  him. 

"My  parents  let  me  make  decisions 
for  myself  and  helped  me  along.  So 
far  I  have  made  a  lot  of  good  deci¬ 
sions,”  he  said . 

Mr.  Holly  said  his  church  supports 
him  and  is  like  another  family  upon 
whom  he  can  depend. 

He  said.  “No  matter  what  pres¬ 


sures  I  face.  God  is  always  there  for 
me  to  support  me.  I  always  have  faith 
in  Him.  and  with  Him  things  will 
always  turn  out  right  for  me." 

Michael  Holly  said  he  definitely 
plans  to  go  to  college  and  has  nar¬ 
rowed  his  selection  to  four  schools. 
He  plans  for  a  double  major  in  biolo¬ 
gy  and  journalism. 

In  the  closing  remarks  of  his  prize¬ 
winning  essay,  he  wrote  that  he  had 
read  that  recovery  from  alcohol  abuse 
was  Mickey  Mantle's  biggest  game 
in  life. 

Mr.  Holly  concluded.  “I  believe 
that  I'm  always  in  the  biggest  game 
of  my  life  and  there’s  no  way  I'm 
going  to  strike  out.  I'm  not  going  to 
let  myself  lose  the  game." 
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Study  shows  UMs  older  than  U.S.  average 


Over  half  of  laity  respondents  say  they  atttend  wor¬ 
ship  services  once  a  week  or  more,  on  average.  But  34 
percent  say  they  seldom  or  never  attend  church  activi¬ 
ties  other  than  worship  service,  Bible  study  or  Sunday 
school. 


United  Methodists  in  the  United 
States  are  older,  on  average,  than  the 
general  population. 

So  says  the  1994  Survey  of  United 
Methodist  Opinion  issued  recently  by 
the  churchwide  coordinating  body, 
the  General  Council  on  Ministries. 

It’s  not  a  new  phenomenon,  the 
survey  indicates,  but  it  may  be  grow¬ 
ing.  at  least  among  lay  members. 

A  similar  survey  in  1990  found 
56.6  percent  of  United  Methodist 
laity  and  49  9  percent  of  clergy  age 
50  or  older.  These  figures  compared 
with  25.5  percent  of  U.S.  population. 

The  latest  United  Methodist  sur¬ 
vey  showed  61.4  percent  of  laity  and 
44.5  percent  of  clergy  age  50  or  older. 
The  survey  did  not  include  later  fig¬ 
ures  for  U.S.  population. 

At  the  other  end  of  the  age  range, 
the  1990  survey  found  United 
Methodist  laity  age  34  and  younger 
virtually  the  same  as  the  U.S.  popu¬ 
lation — just  over  8  percent.  Clergy 
were  7.5  percent. 

By  1994.  though,  only  5.6  percent 
of  United  Methodist  laity  were  34  or 


younger.  Clergy  rose  to  7.8  percent. 

Other  findings  from  the  survey: 

■  Women  make  up  a  steadily 
increasing  portion  of  the  laity  and  a 
rapidly  increasing  portion  of  the  cler¬ 
gy.  Percentages  are: 

Laity:  1986,54.4:  1990,56.8;  1994, 
60. 

Clergy:  1986,7.2;  1990, 13.8;  1994, 
17. 

■  69  percent  of  United  Methodist 
laity  and  88  percent  of  clergy  are  mar¬ 
ried. 

However,  fewer  United  Methodists 
are  married  to  their  original  partners. 
Percentages: 

Laity:  1986.  79.6;  1994,  69. 

Clergy:  1986,  84.1;  1994.  72. 


■  25  percent  of  laity  and  31  percent 
of  clergy  live  in  rural  communities 
and/or  cities  under  5.000  population. 

About  16  percent  each  of  laity  and 
clergy  live  in  communities  of  250,000 
or  more  people. 

■  Approximately  29  percent  of  all 
United  Methodist  churches  have  200- 
499  members.  Membership  otherwise 
is  virtually  evenly  split  (about  23  per¬ 
cent  each)  among  churches  with  1- 
199  members,  those  with  500-999 
and  those  with  1.000-plus  members. 

■  Most  United  Methodists  (90 
percent  laity.  84  percent  clergy)  indi¬ 
cate  that  they  are  European  Ameri¬ 
can/white.  But  there  are  several 
increases  in  racial/ethnic  percentages: 


Laity:  1986.  3  percent  African 
American/black,  0.3  percent  Asian 
American,  0.4  percent  Hispanic.  1994. 
4  percent  African  American/black,  3.0 
percent  Asian  American,  2.0  percent 
Hispanic. 

Clergy:  1986,  2.6  African  Ameri¬ 
can/black,  0.6  percent  Asian  Ameri¬ 
can,  1.1  percent  Hispanic.  1994,  8.0 
percent  African  American/black.  8.0 
percent  Asian  American,  2.0  percent 
Hispanic. 

■  United  Methodists  have  more 
formal  education  than  most  Ameri¬ 
cans.  In  1992,  21  percent  of  the  U.S. 
population  had  four  or  more  years  of 
college.  Twice  that  number  (45  per¬ 
cent)  of  United  Methodist  laity  and 
more  than  four  times  that  number  (90 
percent)  of  clergy  have  at  least  a  col¬ 
lege  degree. 

■  Over  half  of  laity  respondents 
say  they  attend  worship  services  once 
a  week  or  more,  on  average.  But  34 
percent  say  they  seldom  or  never 
attend  church  activities  other  than 
worship  service,  Bible  study  or  Sun¬ 
day  school. 
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NEW  DEAN  AT  DREW:  TEe  Rev 

Leonard  I.  Sweet,  chancellor  and  chief  executive 
officer  of  United  Theological  Seminary  in  Day- 
ton,  Ohio,  has  been  named  dean  of  Drew  Univer¬ 
sity's  theological  school.  effecti\e  in  January.  Dr. 
Sweet  succeeds  the  Rev.  Robin  \V.  Lovin,  w  ho 
left  in  1994  to  become  dean  of  Perkins  School 
of  Theology  at  Southern  Methodist  University 
in  Dallas.  All  three  schools  are  among  the  13 
United  Methodist-related  seminaries. 

JUDGE  ITO'S  MOM:  Judge  Lance  Ito, 
presiding  judge  over  the  O.  J.  Simpson  case,  has  a 
tie  w  ith  the  United  Methodist-related  Scarritt- 
Bennett  Center  in  Nashville.  His  mother,  Toshiko 
Nagamori  Ito,  is  a  1942-44  graduate  of  Nation¬ 
al  College,  a  predecessor  institution  of  the  center. 

PAIR  SENT  TO  SENEGAL:  The  first 

United  Methodist  missionary  couple  appointed 
to  Senegal  is  exploring  both  urban  ministry 
needs  and  possible  church  development  in  that 
African  country.  Dispatched  in  April  by  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  Harold 
and  Roberta  Smith  of  the  Northern  Illinois  Con¬ 
ference  have  established  a  residence  in  Dakar,  the 
capital  city,  and  have  applied  for  legal  status  to  do 
church  work  in  the  predominantly  Muslim  nation. 

A  BENCH  MARK?  The  Rev.  H.  Trail 
Heitzenrater  may  hold  a  record.  He  has  played 
the  organ  for  sessions  of  the  United  Methodist 
Florida  Annual  Conference  for  40  years.  Mr. 

Heitzenrater.  pastor  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Port  Orange,  Fla.,  is  one  of  36  clergy 
retiring  from  the  conference  this  year. 

RESOURCE  OFFERED:  Ask  Before  You 
Hug:  Sexual  Harassment  in  the  Church  is  a  new 
training  video  for  local  congregations.  It  provides 
six  scenarios  of  inappropriate  behavior  within 
a  local  church  setting  and  invites  viewers  to  dis¬ 
cuss  them.  Contact  Ecufilm  at  (800)  25 1  -409 1 . 

NESS  AWARD  GIVEN:  Donna  Kay 
Smith,  a  student  at  the  Divinity  School  of 
Duke  University  in  Durham,  N.C.,  recently 
received  a  $200  John  H.  Ness  Memorial  Award 
from  the  United  Methodist  General  Commis¬ 
sion  on  Archives  and  History  for  her  paper, 

"The  Decline  of  Liturgy  in  the  Early  American 
Church."  Mark  Vanderpool,  a  student  at  Asbury 
Theological  Seminary  in  Wilmore.  Ky„  won  a 
$100  Ness  Award  for  "Repent,  Believe  and  Be 
Holy:  the  Message  of  Early  Methodism.” 

SEEDS  AND  CUCUMBERS:  Veronia 

seeds  and  cucumbers  being  tested  by  United 
Methodist-related  Africa  University  have  been 
affected  by  sub-freezing  temperatures  plaguing 
portions  of  Africa  since  early  June.  The  extent 
of  damage  to  the  plants  is  not  known,  but  the  uni¬ 
versity  is  expecting  some  harvest  of  Veronia  seed 
from  plots  cultivated  by  farmers  in  Zimbabwe. 

ARTIST  RETIRES:  The  Rev.  Wesley  N. 
Yamaka,  an  artist  whose  work  has  been  on  the 
covers  of  Christian  Social  Action  magazine  and 
other  printed  materials  of  the  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of  Church  and  Soci¬ 
ety,  will  retire  from  the  position  of  program 
director  for  the  board's  Resourcing  Congrega¬ 
tional  Life  area. 


Question:  'Do  UMs  really 
care  or  do  they  just  want 
something  to  talk  about?' 


By  ANDRA  M.  STEVENS 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

OLD  MUTARE,  Zimbabwe— 
Tm  not  sure  I  should  ask  this 
question,  but  1  really  want  to 
know,”  the  young  man  said.  "Do 
you  volunteers  really  care  about  us 
and  want  to  help  or  do  you  just 
come  to  have  something  to  talk 
about?"  he  asked. 

The  question  startled  Rebecca 


Wright  but  she  answered,  "Do  you 
think  that  people  would  take  all 
their  vacation  days  for  the  year, 
spend  money  to  leave  their  homes 
and  family,  and  come  here  to  work 
hard  if  they  didn't  care?  Yes,  we 
care  and  we  came  to  help.” 

That  exchange  took  place  in 
Panama  last  year.  The  question  and 
its  answer  are  part  of  the  reality  of 
overseas  mission.  The  debate. 


waged  between  individuals  and 
within  institutions,  always  is:  Why 
do  mission  work?  Is  it  cost-effec¬ 
tive?  Does  it  really  help? 

Rebecca  Wright,  a  United 
Methodist  woman  from  Brown 
Summit,  N.C.,  has  no  doubts  about 
the  value  of  what  she  is  doing. 

Ms.  Wright,  a  lab  technician  and 
the  wife  of  a  United  Methodist  pas¬ 
tor,  recently  made  her  fourth  trip 
outside  the  United  States  as  a  Vol- 
unteer-in-Mission. 

She  is  a  member  of  a  building 
team  sent  to  United  Methodist- 
related  Africa  University  in  Zim¬ 
babwe  by  the  Western  North  Car¬ 
olina  Annual  Conference. 

The  conference  has  been  send¬ 
ing  Volunteer-in-Mission  teams 
since  the  late  1950s.  It  pioneered 
the  building  teams  and  now  sends 
more  than  400  people  each  year  in 
Volunteer-in-Mission  groups. 

Funds  out  of  their  pockets 

The  Volunteer-in-Mission  build¬ 
ing  team  idea  is  refreshingly  sim¬ 
ple.  Team  members  do  not  have  to 
be  construction  experts;  but  they 
must  work  hard,  accomplish  their 
task  and  return  home  ready  to 
increase  support  for  the  project  they 
worked  on  by  telling  others  about 
it. 

Individuals  offer  themselves.  If 
they  are  selected,  they  travel  to  a 
United  Methodist  building  project 
to  help  with  construction  work  and 
other  tasks.  Team  members'  travel 
and  living  costs  come  out  of  their 
own  pockets  or  from  fund-raising 
efforts  within  their  local  churches 
and  communities.  The  cost  of 
building  materials  usually  is  cov¬ 
ered  by  fund-raising  efforts  or  from 
money  provided  by  the  annual  con¬ 
ference. 

The  Rev.  Alexander  Alvord, 
Western  North  Carolina  Confer¬ 
ence  Volunteer-in-Mission  pro¬ 
gram  coordinator,  said  the  cost  of 
sending  a  team  is  always  consid¬ 
ered. 

"We  know  that  if  we  send  the 
money  it  would  cost  to  bring  a  team 
to  the  country  they  could  use  it  to 
do  more,”  he  explained.  On  the 
other  hand,  he  said  visiting  teams 
broaden  the  knowledge  of  mission. 

"I've  seen  what  it  can  do  in  local 
churches  to  stimulate  interest  in 
mission."  he  said.  “But  from  Africa 
to  America,  it's  a  long  way  to  go 


UNITED  METHODIST  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO  BY  ANDRA  STEVENS 


OLD  MUTARE,  Zimbabwe— Clifford  Spiker  of  Dresden,  Ohio, 
works  on  the  door  frame  of  the  faculty  house  at  United 
Methodist-related  Africa  University.  He  was  a  member  of  a  Vol- 
unteers-in-Mission  team  sent  to  the  university  by  the  North¬ 
eastern  (U.S.)  Jurisdiction  of  The  United  Methodist  Church. 
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OLD  MUTARE,  Zimbabwe— Otho  Green  of  Washington,  D.C., 
works  on  the  door  frame  of  the  faculty  house  at  United 
Methodist-related  Africa  University.  He  was  a  member  of  a  Vol- 
unteers-in-Mission  team  sent  to  the  university  by  the  North¬ 
eastern  (U.S.)  Jurisdiction  of  The  United  Methodist  Church. 


and  so  I  still  haven’t  resolved  the 
question  of  the  expense  because  we 
need  to  be  good  stewards  of  our 
resources.” 

For  a  fledgling  mission  project 
like  Africa  University,  the  efforts 
of  Volunteer-in-Mission  teams 
have  been  invaluable  on  a  number 
of  levels. 

From  farm  to  university 

Teams  first  came  to  Africa  Uni¬ 
versity  in  1992  and  their  labor 
turned  a  few  run-down  farm  build¬ 
ings  into  a  campus.  The  first  42  stu¬ 
dents  arrived  in  March  1992  to  find 
classrooms,  offices,  a  library,  a  din¬ 
ing  hall,  a  lab  and  an  outdoor  recre¬ 
ation  area. 

In  the  past  year,  other  teams 
have  built  staff  housing  on  campus. 
One  team  laid  the  foundation  for 
the  first  house.  Another  started 
putting  up  the  brick  walls.  The 
third  Volunteer-in-Mission  team 
continued  the  walls  to  roof  level 
and  put  in  the  window  and  door 
frames.  That  group,  led  by  the  Rev. 
Ken  Jones  of  Gaithersburg,  Md., 
included  volunteers  from  Ohio, 
Pennsylvania  and  Washington, 
D.C. 

Mr.  Jones  was  on  his  second  trip 
to  Africa  University  as  a  Volunteer- 
in  -Mission  and  could  point  out  the 
wall  he  and  his  wife  plastered  in 
one  of  the  renovated  farm  build¬ 
ings  on  the  old  campus.  Now,  the 
team  from  Western  North  Carolina 
has  picked  up  where  the  Jones  team 
left  off. 

As  he  welcomed  them  to  the 


campus,  Africa  University  Vice 
Chancellor  the  Rev.  John  Kurewa 
reminded  team  members  that 
through  their  efforts  the  house  will 
be  there  for  all  to  see  but  that  intan¬ 
gible  benefits  are  also  valued. 

“We  want  you  to  share  what  you 
have  seen  and  heard  with  as  many 
people  as  possible  both  within  and 
outside  the  United  Methodist 
Church." 

As  Dr.  Kurewa  talks  to  Volun¬ 
teer-in-Mission  teams  about  Africa 
University,  he  highlights  outreach 
and  awareness  as  crucial  areas  for 
the  institution. 

“If  Africa  University  is  to  real¬ 
ize  its  mission  to  equip  African 
young  people  with  vital  skills  and 
values  for  the  continent's  develop¬ 
ment,  it  needs  prayers  and  the  gen¬ 
erous  sharing  of  resources.  Volun- 
teer-in-Mission  team  members 
broaden  the  circle  of  people  who 
have  been  touched  by  the  dream 
and  who  are  active  in  bringing 
about  its  realization,"  Dr.  Kurewa 
said. 

The  wonderful  thing,  as  Rebec-, 
ca  Wright  points  out,  is  that  in  the 
process,  relationships  change  and 
people  are  transformed. 

“In  this  mission,  we  have  to 
change  our  terminology.  When  we 
get  the  urge  to  say  them,  we  must 
say  us  because  that  unifies  and  sig¬ 
nals  one  common  goal.  If  I  want  to 
give,  then  I  have  to  be  ready  to 
receive.” 

Time,  labor,  money,  knowledge, 
caring  and  appreciation  are  part  of 
the  exchange,  said  Ms.  Wright. 


CLASSIFIED 


RATES:  S 1 .40  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  in¬ 
sertion,  S28.00  minimum  charge  for  up  to  20 
words  Blind  ads  S2 1 .00  plus  add  S 1 1 .20  for  the 
8  words  to  insert  our  contact  information.  Cash 
must  accompany  order  except  on  contract  ad¬ 
vertising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in  ad¬ 
vance.  Products  and  services  go  through  an 
approval  process.  We  schedule  two  weeks  in  ad¬ 
vance  of  an  issue  date. 


EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR. APPALACHIA 
Service  Project,  headquartered  in  Johnson 
City,  Tennessee,  a  ministry,  affiliated  with 
the  United  Methodist  Church,  of  home  repair 
and  home  building  using  6-7,000  volunteers, 
paid  builders  and  a  full-time  staff  of  38.  annu¬ 
al  budget  of  S3. 5  million  seeks  an  Executive 
Director,  Salary  commensurate  with  experi¬ 
ence,  Call  (708)  690-6495  for  job  description/ 
application  information.  Application  dead- 
linc  August  J ,  1 995. 


DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES.  lay  or 
clergy,  for  growing,  dynamic  church  of  1865 
members  located  in  the  heart  of  Phoenix,  Ari¬ 
zona.  Beautiful  campus,  superb  facilities,  mul¬ 
tiple  staff  with  emphasis  on  team  ministry. 
Three  major  areas  of  responsibility:  work  and 
relate  directly  with  youth,  work  and  train  a 
large  cadre  of  workers  with  youth,  develop  pro¬ 
gram  with  and  for  parents  of  youth.  Opportuni¬ 
ty  for  creative,  imaginative,  committed  person 
to  build  and  expand  an  exciting  ministry.  Some 
experience  desirable.  Contact:  Search  Commit¬ 
tee,  Paradise  Valley  UMC,  4455  E.  Lincoln 
Drive,  Paradise  Valley,  AZ  85253. 


YOUTH  DIRECTOR/COORDINATOR  OF 
Christian  Education  fora  750  +  member 
church  in  Northeast  Texas —  Tennison  Memo¬ 
rial  UMC  Please  contact  Rev.  R.  Winston 
Gocns,  Jr.  (903)  572-5341,  or  mail  resume:  P.O. 
Box  967,  Mt.  Pleasant.  TX  75456-0967. 


YOUTH  WORKER  FOR  THE  1400-mcmber- 
ship  Baker  Memorial  United  Methodist  Church 
in  St.  Charles,  IL.  Thirty  hours  per  week,  start¬ 
ing  September  15th.  For  information  call:  Dr. 
Alfred  Patten  (708)  584-6680. 


YOUTH/COLLEGE  AGE  FULL-TIME  position 
available  in  2000-member  church.  College  degree 
required  Contact:  Rev.  Bruce  Hay,  Greggton 
UMC,  KOI  Pine  Tree  Road,  P.O.  Box  150086. 
Longview,  TX  75615.  (903)  759-3831. 


CHURCH  OF  THE  SAVIOUR  UNITED 
Methodist  seeks  full-time  Director  of  Music  for 
full  music  program  MM/MSM  preferred.  Send 
inquiries  to:  Dr,  Leonard  H.  Budd,  2537  Lee 
Road,  Cleveland  Heights,  OH  44 1 1 8. 


MINISTER  OF  YOUTH  AND  THEIR  Fam¬ 
ilies.  Dynamic  position  being  created  to  serve 
growing  urban  UMC.  Primary  goal:  to  lead 
church  in  ministering  to  youth  and  their  fam¬ 
ilies.  Looking  to  create  new  models  of  youth 
ministry  for  21st  century.  We  arc  a  church  that 
does  not  want  to  do  business  as  usual.  Looking 
for  someone  who  understands  generation  shifts, 
lead  us  in  futuring.  Cormiulcr  skills  and  knowl¬ 
edge  of  internet  a  plus.  Creativity  and  team  ac¬ 
countability  required.  Ability  to  work  with, 
inspire,  delegate  and  supervise  youth  and 
adults.  Prefer  diaconal.  Salary:  S25-S32.000. 
Resumes:  Faith  UMC.  7431  E  91st  St.,  Tulsa, 
OK  74133.  Fax  (918)  250-1938 


PART-  I  IMF.  MUSIC  DIRECTOR  for  a  500  3 
member  UM  church  in  central  Houston.  Texas. 
Direct  chancel  choir  and  expand  music  pro¬ 
gram  Experience,  demonstrated  ability  to  con¬ 
duct  choral  music,  and  references  required. 
Resumes  to:  Bering  Memorial  UMC.  1440  Har¬ 
old.  Houston.  TX  77006. _ 


COPIER  FOR  SALE-  MITA  DC-4085.  40 

copies  per  second.  7  years  old.  Features:  4  cas¬ 
sette  trays,  automatic  document  feeder,  duplex- 
er.  hand  feeder,  reducer  and  enlarger.  Inquiries 
call  the  First  United  Methodist  Church 
Bridgeport,  Texas  at  (817)  683-2780. 


"DO  YOU  WANT  TO  ADOPT  A  BABY?" 
Methodist  Mission  Home/San  Antonio  now  ac¬ 
cepting  applications.  Texas  and  New  Mexico 
residents  call  (210)  696-702 1  for  information. 


SMOKIE  MOUNTAINS  NEAR  LAKE  Juna- 
luska.  Affordable  efficiencies.  Incomparable 
view.  Si 90  per  week.  Mountain  View  Guest 
House.  P.O.  Box  1096,  Wayncsville.  NC  28786. 
(704)627-9507, 


WE  BUY  AND  SELL  CHURCH  VANS  and 
buses.  We  specialize  in  used  1  5  passenger  vans. 
Trinity  Transportation,  1-800-295-0390. 


SEE  THE  GREAT  PASSION  PLAY  in  Eureka 
Springs,  Ark  !  S31  pkg  for  groups  now  includes 
the  best  (SI 3.00)  tickets,  plus  lodging  and 
meals!  Where  one  call  does  it  all:  Keller's  Coun- 
try  Dorm  Resort.  (501)  253-8418. 


LEAD  A  VIGOROUS  URBAN  CHURCH  into 
the  twenty-first  century.  A  culturally  diverse, 
multi-lingual  urban  protestant  church  in  upper 
Manhattan  seeks  an  inspiring  spiritual  leader  to 
provide  an  innovative,  visionary  ministry. 
Strong  preaching  required,  as  well  as  proven 
managerial  and  administrative  skills  which 
unite  varied  resources,  people,  and  programs  to 
advance  an  outgoing,  effective  witness.  At  least 
ten  years  experience  preferred.  Please  address 
inquirics/applications  to:  J.  Thomas  Liddle,  Jr., 
Chairman,  CCC  Search  Committee.  Fort  Wash¬ 
ington  Collegiate  Church.  181st  St.  at  Fort 
Washington  Avenue,  New  York,  NY  10033. 


YOUTH  DIRECTOR  FOR  THE  GROWING 
youth  ministry  of  1500-member  FUMC,  501 
W.  4th,  Joplin,  MO  84801.  Compensation 
package  to  S30.000.  Phone  (417)  623-2796.  Fax 
(417)623-2767. 


TREASURER/CFO  OF  THE  CALIFORNIA- 
Pacific  Annual  Conference.  Financial  degree  re¬ 
quired-  MBA  and/or  CPA  a  plus.  10  years 
experience  in  financial  environment  with  5 
years  minimum  administralive/supervisory  re¬ 
sponsibility.  Must  be  knowledgeable  in  budget¬ 
ing,  forecasting,  financial  reporting,  computer 
systems,  real  estate  management,  para-legal 
matters  and  personnel  relations.  Experience  in 
the  for  profit  and  non-profit  sector  a  plus.  Posi¬ 
tion  description  available  upon  request.  Send 
resume  and  salary  histoiw  to:  Howard  Hudson, 
Dept.  F,  P.O.  Box  6006.  Pasadena,  CA  91102. 


DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH/YOUNG  ADULT 
Ministries.  To  continue  developing  compre¬ 
hensive  program  with  junior  high/high  school 
youth,  young  adults.  Requires  sensitivity  to 
needs  of  young  people,  a  passion  to  see  them 
commit  their  lives  to  Jesus  Christ,  Apply  im¬ 
mediately.  Resume,  cover  letter,  at  least  three 
references:  Youth  Director  Search  Committee, 
Court  Street  UMC.  215  Court  Street,  Rock¬ 
ford.  IL61  103. 


BIBLE  STORYTELLER:  FRANK  JONES. 
High-energy,  low-key.  solid  content,  contempo¬ 
rary  languagc/sctting.  lotsa  fun.  2210  Maple¬ 
wood,  Conway,  Arkansas  72032.  (501) 
450-7988. 


LOT  FOR  SALE:  BEAUTIFUL.  RESTFUL, 
wooded  mountain  setting  adjacent  to  Christian 
renewal  center  in  northeast  Georgia.  Stream, 
utilities,  and  maintained  road.  Protective  cove¬ 
nants!  .  2acrcs$l3^00_(305)  852-5473_^^ 


DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRY/FINE 

Arts  needed  for  growing,  seeker  sensitive 
church  in  west  Texas.  Candidate  will  provide 
oversight  and  direction  for  a  comprehensive 
music  ministry,  including  adult  choirs/enscm- 
blcs.  youth  choirs,  and  graded  children’s 
choirs,  various  instrumental  groups  and  hand¬ 
bell  choirs.  Additional  responsibilities  in¬ 
clude  developing  drama  and  multi-media 
capabilities  to  support  both  traditional  and 
contemporary  worship.  Applicants  should 
possess  a  compatible  vision,  strong  people 
skills,  and  a  passion  for  worship  excellence. 
Resumes  may  be  faxed  to  (915)  337-8690  or 
sent  to:  First  United  Methodist  Church.  415 
N.  Lee.  Odessa.  TX  79761.  Attn:  Staff  Parish 
Relations  Committee. 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDREN  AND  YOUTH 

Ministries  sought.  Qualified,  energetic  appli¬ 
cant  must  hold  education  or  Christian  educa¬ 
tion  bachelor’s  degree.  Annual  salary  $24,000. 
Submit  resumes  to:  Rev.  Richard  M.  West, 
Wesley  United  Methodist  Church.  1406  E.  Aus¬ 
tin,  Harlingen,  TX  78550. 


BRANSON,  MISSOURI  FALL  TOUR,  Octo¬ 

ber  23  through  30.  Come  join  members  and 
friends  of  University  Methodist  Church  as  we 
travel  through  the  Ozarks  by  bus  to  Branson 
and  many  other  places  of  interest.  Highlights 
will  include  the  Passion  Play  at  Eureka 
Springs.  7  shows  including  Lawrence  Welk, 
Shoji  Tabuchi,  Mel  Tillis,  Glenn  Miller  Band, 
etc.  Very  reasonable  rates  only  S842  double 
per  person.  Space  is  limited.  Call  today  for 
more  information  Rev.  Ray  Brink,  (210)  696- 
1033  or  (210)  558-6473. 


"THE  SANCTUARY  MURDER  AND  Other 

Stories,"  by  John  Ambler.  Featuring  the  Rev. 
John  Wesley  Hope.  Copies  are  limited.  Order 
now!  $15.00  postpaid.  Net  proceeds:  New  En¬ 
gland  Preachers’  Aid  Society.  Holly  Press, 
12501  Ulmerton  Road,  #141.  Largo.  FL  34644 
No  phone  orders. 


VISITING  NASHVILLE?  WORSHIP  AT  his¬ 

toric  McKendrcc  UMC.  downtown.  Sundays 
8:30.  I  1:00  AM.  6:30  PM.  Thursday  noon  lun¬ 
cheon.  Wednesday  5:45  PM.  523  Church  Street, 
(615)271-2600. 


BREAKTHRU  HOUSE.  INC  .  A  HALFWAY 

house  ministry  for  women  with  addiction, 
seeks  an  Administrative  Director.  Team  re¬ 
sponsibilities  includes:  fund  raising,  adminis¬ 
tration.  and  resource  development.  Please 
contact  Frank  Windom  at  (404)  659-0002  ext. 
3211  or  fax  (404)  577-0 1 3  L 


DYNAMIC  900-MEMBER  COUNTY-SEAT 

church  in  northwest  Georgia  is  seeking  a  full¬ 
time  person  to  assume  primary  responsibilities 
for  ministry  to  youth.  Additional  responsibil¬ 
ities  could  include  singles  ministry,  missions, 
and  family  life.  We  are  a  growing  church  that 
desires  to  build  a  strong  team  that  will  provide 
leadership  and  continuity  into  the  new  centu¬ 
ry.  Salary  and  benefit  package  commensurate 
with  experience.  Send  your  resume  to:  Cal¬ 
houn  First  UMC.  P.O.  Box  517.  Calhoun,  GA 
30703  Attn:  Tom  Kerr  or  call  (706)  629-8949 
for  further  information.  


ISRAEL  SEE  THE  HOLY  LAND  Organize  10 

people  and  travel  free.  10  days/9  nights.  Only 
$  I  795.00  per  person  (800)  334-4754 


INTERNATIONAL  I  RAVEL/STUDY  depar¬ 

ture  dates  and  prices.  Call  (713)  397-2024  14 
days  Greecc-lsrael,  13  days-  Jordan-lsracl,  16 
days-  Egypt-lsrael,  8  days-  Seven  Churches  of 
Asia  Minor.  8  days-  Wesley  English  Tour  and 

J^days-^ChmaJ^hguJUS^Tour^^^^^^^^^ 


Youths  raise  funds  for  medicine 
boxes  'to  make  a  difference' 


" They  were  hearing  about  floods  in  California  and 
earthquakes  in  Japan  and  civil  wars  in  Africa.  We  often 
feel  so  impotent  in  not  being  able  to  help.  This  was  a 
way  they  could  say,  'okay,  we  can  make  a  difference. '  " 

—Rebecca  Graff 


By  LINDA  BLOOM 

United  Methodist  Slews  Service 

When  a  Mankato,  Minn.,  senior 
high  youth  group  decided  to  partici¬ 
pate  in  the  United  Methodist-spon¬ 
sored  "medicine  box"  campaign,  their 
fundraising  methods  ranged  from  a 
pumpkin  pie  bake  to  the  creation  of  a 
pretend  pharmacy. 

The  point  of  their  efforts,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Rebecca  Graff,  youth  ministries 
worker  at  the  Multi-Church  Center, 
was  to  do  a  mission  project  with 
“worldwide"  impact. 

"They  were  hearing  about  floods 
in  California  and  earthquakes  in 
Japan  and  civil  wars  in  Africa,"  she 
explained. 

"We  often  feel  so  impotent  in  not 
being  able  to  help.  This  was  a  way 
they  could  say,  'okay,  we  can  make  a 
difference.’" 

Medicines  for  1,000 

The  Medicine  Box  campaign  is  a 
program  of  two  units  within  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  General  Board  of  Glob¬ 
al  Ministries — the  Health  and  Wel¬ 
fare  Ministries  and  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief. 

In  cooperation  with  Interchurch 
Medical  Assistance.  Inc.  (IMA),  the 
campaign  offers  local  congregations 
the  opportunity  to  supply  much-need¬ 
ed  medicines  through  a  hands-on  mis¬ 
sion  project. 

Each  box  contains  18  medicines 
and  medical  supplies,  enough  to  treat 
common  illnesses  among  1,000  peo¬ 
ple  during  a  three-month  period. 

For  each  box,  donors  contribute 
specified  over-the-counter  drugs  and 
$350  to  cover  shipping  and  the  cost 
of  prescription  drugs  added  to  the  box 


by  IMA. 

Since  its  first  shipments  last 
December  through  early  June,  the 
campaign  has  dispatched: 

»  29  medicine  boxes  to  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  clinic  for  refugees  in 
Uvira,  Zaire; 

•C \2  boxes  for  United  Methodist 
refugee  work  in  Goma.  Zaire: 

v  6  boxes  to  the  Methodist  Church 
in  Haiti; 

•C  4  boxes  to  Lodja  Mission  Sta¬ 
tion  in  Zaire; 

V  2  boxes  to  Kissy  Medical  Clinic 
in  Freetown.  Sierra  Leone; 

V I  box  to  the  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Ekaterinburg, 
Russia. 

Participants  have  included  United 
Methodists  in  California,  Colorado. 
Indiana.  Maryland.  Minnesota,  Mis¬ 
souri,  Nebraska,  New  Jersey,  New 
York,  North  Carolina,  Ohio,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  Tennessee.  Vermont  and  Wash¬ 
ington. 

Church  groups  want  to  help 

The  Rev.  Charles  Carnahan,  the 
Health  and  Welfare  Ministries  execu¬ 
tive  who  helps  coordinate  the  project, 
said  he  has  received  more  than  300 
requests  for  information  from  congre¬ 
gations  and  regional  conferences. 

Ms.  Graff  read  about  the  campaign 
in  her  conference  newspaper  (an  edi¬ 


tion  of  The  United  Methodist  Review, 
sister  publication  of  The  United 
Methodist  Reporter). 

Then  she  found  the  Multi-Church 
Center  youth  group — composed  of 
members  of  both  Centenary  United 
Methodist  and  First  Congregational 
United  Church  of  Christ,  which  share 
the  facility  in  Mankato — eager  to  par¬ 
ticipate. 

Through  the  pie  bake,  sale  of  cof¬ 
fee  and  donuts  between  worship  ser¬ 
vices,  and  a  recycling  program,  the 
senior  high  youths  raised  most  of  the 
money  needed  for  two  boxes.  The 
remaining  money  was  donated  by  the 
junior  high  group. 

"The  challenge  to  the  two  congre¬ 
gations  was  ‘match  what  the  youth 
have  raised,'"  Ms.  Graff  said. 

Through  the  annual  Youth  Sunday 
service — which  incorporated  the 
campaign  in  its  theme — and  the  use 
of  an  artist-rendered  "pharmacy"  out¬ 
side  the  sanctuary,  the  congregations 
did  just  that,  she  said.  A  total  of  four 
boxes  were  sent. 

Information  about  the  medi¬ 
cine  box  program  is  available  by 
writing  to  Health  and  Welfare  Min¬ 
istries,  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  475  Riverside 
Dr.,  Room  350,  New  York,  NY 
10115. 
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Who  will  help  the  new 
refugees  from  Cuba? 


Duke  professors  edit  definitive 
encyclopedia  of  preaching 


By  DEBBIE  SELINSKY 

Duke  University  News  Service 

DURHAM.  N.C.— While  it's  not 
a  book  of  sermons  or  of  preaching 
aids,  clergy  will  find  answers  to  many 
of  their  questions  about  preaching  and 
its  role  in  religion  and  society  in  a  new 
volume  edited  by  two  Duke  Univer¬ 
sity  professors. 

In  the  Concise  Encyclopedia  of 
Preaching  [Westminster  John  Knox 
Press,  1995],  the  Rev.  William 
Willimon.  preacher  and  dean  of  Duke 
Chapel,  and  Professor  Richard  Lisch- 
er,  who  teaches  homiletics  [preach¬ 
ing]  at  Duke  Divinity  School,  have 
produced  what  they  describe  as  the 
most  comprehensive  book  on  preach¬ 
ing  in  the  English  language. 

The  book  of  critical  reflection,  his¬ 
tory,  politics  and  theology  of  preach¬ 
ing  was  written  primarily  for  clergy. 
It  contains  220  articles  by  many  of  the 
nation’s  top  scholars  in  the  field, 
including  several  Duke  professors, 
said  Dr.  Lischer,  whose  contributions 
to  the  book  include  articles  on  the 
preaching  of  Martin  Luther  King  Jr. 

The  topics  of  the  other  articles  run 
the  gamut  from  Dr.  Willimon's  piece 
on  the  history  of  anti-Jewish  preach¬ 
ing  in  the  Christian  church  to  folk 
preaching,  television  preaching, 
inclusive  language,  women  preach¬ 
ers,  sermon  titles  and  anxiety  in  the 


pulpit. 

"Our  purpose  in  doing  this  book 
was  to  look  at  the  whole  glorious 
preaching  tradition,"  said  Dr.  Lisch¬ 
er,  the  author  of  the  first  book  about 
the  preaching  of  Martin  Luther  King 
Jr.  titled  The  Preaching  King.  “And 
when  you  look  at  the  whole,  you  can’t 
help  but  see  how  it’s  changing.”  he 
said. 

"I  think  the  book  is  an  amazing  tes¬ 
timonial  to  the  vitality  and  diversity 
of  preaching.  It’s  an  opportunity  for 
the  field  of  homiletics  to  show  its 
stuff,"  Dr.  Willimon  added. 

"When  I  was  in  the  seminary  in  the 
late  '60s  and  early  ’70s,  we  were  told 
that  preaching  was  dying,  it  was  woe¬ 
fully  one-way,  authoritarian  commu¬ 
nication  and  couldn't  compete  with 
TV.  Here  we  are  30  years  later  and 
preaching  seems  to  be  as  vital  as  ever. 
Every  week  in  this  country,  millions 
of  people  listen  to  sermons — in  larg¬ 
er  numbers  than  people  are  going  to 
movies." 

However,  the  book  is  not  without 
its  practical  applications,  said  Dr. 
Willimon,  a  Divinity  School  profes¬ 
sor  who  is  known  for  his  provocative 
and  humorous  sermons  and  writings. 
There  is  a  series  of  articles  dealing 
with  all  the  steps  involved  in  the 
preparation  of  a  sermon,  from  the 
interpretation  of  the  Bible  to  the  orga¬ 
nization  of  one’s  thoughts  to  preach- 
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The  Rev.  William  Sloane  Coffin's 
sermon  on  the  death  of  his  son 
is  one  of  several  sermons  fea¬ 
tured  in  the  Concise  Encyclope¬ 
dia  of  Preaching. 

ing  style. 

A  feature  of  the  book  that  helps 
bring  the  biographies  of  famous 
preachers  "to  life,"  Dr.  Lischer  said, 
is  the  printing  of  excerpts  from  rep¬ 
resentative  sermons.  The  beauty  and 
craftsmanship  of  some  of  these  ser¬ 
mons  are  inspirational,  he  added. 
Such  examples  include  the  Rev. 


"I  think  the  book  is  an 
amazing  testimonial  to 
the  vitality  and  diversity  of 
preaching." 

-the  Rev.  William  Willimon 


William  Sloane  Coffin's  sermon 
about  the  death  of  his  son,  Alex. 

Another  unusual  aspect  of  the 
encyclopedia  is  that  Drs.  Willimon 
and  Lischer  surveyed  homiletics 
teachers  all  over  the  globe — from 
India  to  Latin  America — to  make  sure 
the  authors  had  a  sense  of  what  is  hap¬ 
pening  internationally. 

The  volume  includes  articles  on 
preaching  in  Japan  and  India  and  on 
African  American  preaching. 

"This  part  of  the  book  makes  it 
very  clear  to  us,  if  we  didn't  already 
realize  it,  that  standing  at  a  podium  in 
front  of  a  congregation  and  present¬ 
ing  a  formal  sermon  is  not  the  only 
way  to  preach,"  Dr.  Lischer  said. 

"At  the  same  time,  we  need  to 
remember  the  sacredness  of  one  who 
stands  up  in  front  of  others  and  speaks 
the  truth,  testifying  to  what  he  or  she 
has  heard  and  felt.  ”  said  Dr.  Willimon. 
who  will  teach  and  preach  this  sum¬ 
mer  in  Australia.  "There’s  just  some¬ 
thing  about  the  Christian  faith  that 
provokes  speaking  and  hearing.” 


Movie  violence  seems  to  be  leap  back  to  past 


A  TRISTAR  PICTURES  PHOTO  BY  TAKASHI  SEIDA 


Keanu  Reeves  stars  as  Johnny,  a  21st  century  mnemonic  courier 
who  dumped  his  memory  banks  to  make  way  for  his  chip- 
enhanced  data-storage  capacity  in  Johnny  Mnemonic.  In  the 
accompanying  review  Ron  Salfen  says  Christianity  has  a  better 
future  to  offer. 


By  RON  SALFEN 
Braveheart 

Rated  R  for  brutal  medieval  warfare 

There  are  those  who  say  that  the 
David  saga  is  a  valentine  to  himself. 
Braveheart  is  Mel  Gibson’s  valen¬ 
tine  to  himself:  He  supervises  the 
story  that  is  written,  and  he  is  the 
hero.  He  is  a  simple  country  boy 
thrust  into  the  hearts  of  his  country¬ 
men  through  his  prowess  on  the  bat¬ 
tle  field  (I  Samuel  17  and  following 
chapters). 

They  want  to  make  him  a  king,  but 
he  only  wants  freedom  for  his  peo¬ 
ple.  He  falls  in  love  but  is  betrayed, 
he  tries  to  rally  the  bickering  clans 
of  his  native  land,  but  they  all  too 
quickly  dissolve  into  warring  camps 
themselves. 

He  is  known  as  a  brigand,  a 
romancer  of  powerful  women,  a 
leader  of  warriors,  and  a  religious 
man  devoted  to  his  higher  principles. 
He  may  not  be  the  Messiah  himself, 
but  it’s  in  the  legacy  imprinted  on  the 
hearts  of  all  true  believers  (Scots 
who  want  independence  from  Eng¬ 
land). 

The  only  reason  this  self-aggran- 
dizing  saga  works  is  because  it  is 
honest  and  hopeful  and  romantic. 
Philistines  (er,  Englishmen)  are  slain 
indiscriminately  and  graphically, 
which  will  offend  the  tenderhearted, 
but  history  refuses  to  elevate  a  hero 
unless  anointed  with  the  blood  of 
battle. 

This  movie  may  be  more  of  Mel 
Gibson,  and  his  hero  fantasy,  than 
many  can  stand.  Naturally,  since  he 


has  control  of  the  story,  he  will  paint 
himself  in  the  best  possible  light.  The 
judgment  of  history  may  be  quite  dif¬ 
ferent,  especially  where  the  notion 
of  Messiah  is  introduced. 

"Don’t  kill  the  messenger"  is  a 


slogan  that  could  easily  apply  to  the 
poor  Amalekite  who  thought  he  was 
bringing  good  news  to  David  about 
the  death  of  Saul  (2  Samuel  1).  The 
assassins  of  Mephibosheth  also 
thought  they  were  doing  David  a 


favor  by  bringing  him  the  head  of 
Saul’s  son  Ishbaal,  but  these  messen¬ 
gers  met  with  the  same  fate  (2 
Samuel  4). 

Johnny  Mnemonic 

Rated  R  for  strong  violence  and 
language 

Keanu  Reeves,  in  Johnny 
Mnemonic,  is  the,  messenger  who  is 
trying  very  hard  to  keep  his  head  on 
his  shoulders.  The  problem  is  that 
implanted  inside  his  head  is  a  com¬ 
puter  chip  with  information  so  pre¬ 
cious  that  many  would  kill  for  it.  so 
his  enemies  are  legion. 

This  futuristic  tale  of  the  next  gen¬ 
eration  is  as  optimistic  about  techno¬ 
logical  advances  as  it  is  pessimistic 
about  social  order.  This  violent  anar¬ 
chistic  world  they  portray  seems  to 
be  a  future  that  has  leaped  back  to 
the  past,  toward  medieval  anarchy  or 
even  the  bloody  internecine  struggle 
of  2  Samuel. 

The  Christian  hope  is  that  the  God 
of  the  future  has  better  plans  than 
ihese  prophets  of  doom  predict. 

Mr.  Salfen  is  pastor  of  Neshaminy- 
Warwick  Presbyterian  Church  in 
Hartsville,  Pa.,  and  a  frequent  review¬ 
er  of  film  for  the  Reporter. 


For  couples  contemplating  interfaith  marriage 


By  DEDE  W.  CASAD 

This  book  is  not  for  everyone. 
BUT  it  is  a  must  for  couples  in  an 
interfaith  marriage  or  couples  who  are 
contemplating  an  interfaith  marriage. 

No  holds  barred  in  this  book.  Mary 
and  Stanley  do  not  mince  words.  They 
don't  have  to.  They  have  lived  togeth¬ 
er  for  32  years  in  a  mixed-faith  mar¬ 
riage  and  they  have  miraculously  sur¬ 
vived  intact. 

Taking  turns  pointing  out  practical 
problems  working  against  “love  con¬ 
quers  all,”  Mary,  who  is  a  Catholic 
free-lance  writer,  and  Ned,  a  Judaic 
Studies  Professor  at  Dickinson  Col¬ 
lege,  offer  their  personal  views  in  a 
real  world  marriage. 

Hard  questions 

They  discuss  hard  questions,  such 
as: 

■  If  you  are  determined  to  inter¬ 
marry,  who  will  conduct  the  service; 
where  will  it  be;  how  will  you  pick 
the  food  and  the  music? 

■  After  that,  will  you  baptize  or 
circumcise  your  children? 

■  What  kind  of  school  will  your 
children  go  to? 


■  What  if  they  pick  “the  other" 
religion  —  or  none? 

Then  the  authors  give  the  reader  a 
“Think  Again"  checldist  with  tale-tell 
statements  like: 

✓  You  secretly  hope  maybe  some¬ 
day  s/he’ 11  convert. 

✓  You  think  what  your  parents 
think  doesn't  matter,  or  you  think 
what  society  thinks  doesn’t  matter. 

The  authors  say:  "Adding  the  ten¬ 
sions  of  different  faiths  to  all  the  other 
pulls  increases  the  odds  of  ending  up 
with  tatters  —  unless  you  learn  to  pull 
together." 

Religion  and  culture  can  not  be 
ignored.  According  to  the  Rosen¬ 
baums,  culture  and  religion  can  cause 
the  most  conflict  within  a  marriage. 
The  authors  discuss  this  practically, 
as  well  as  theologically. 

They  also  tackle  “the  thorny  sub¬ 
ject  of  sex,"  both  in  principle  and 
practice.  They  have  found  that  Jews 
and  Christians  can  have  radically  dif¬ 
ferent  ideas  about  sex  that  they  may 
not  even  realize,  much  less  examine. 

Major  pitfalls 

The  heart  of  the  book  focuses  on 


family  life. 

"Here  is  where  major  pitfalls  lie 
in  wait  for  the  unwary  interfaith  cou¬ 
ple,  even  the  ones  who  think  they've 
plotted  their  course  through  this 
morass  of  emotions,  traditions  and 
practical  problems,"  the  authors 
write. 

They  cover  issues  concerning 
sacraments,  covenants,  holidays,  and 
even  “naming  the  baby." 

Acknowledging  that  three  out  of 
four  interfaith  marriages  fail,  the 
Rosenbaums  will  readily  advise  any¬ 
one  determined  to  intermarry. 
"DON’T." 

Their  marriage,  however,  is  a  tes¬ 
timony  that  it  can  be  done,  confess¬ 
ing  it  was  an  unpopular,  difficult 
option. 

It’s  a  lot  of  work  and  takes  a  greater 
concentration  on  religious  issues  than 
most  people  are  willing  to  give  them. 

After  their  own  personal  struggle, 
Ned  Stanley,  nevertheless,  says:  "The 
gap  between  us  is  deep  but  it  is  not 
wide  —  we  can  hold  hands  across  it . 
.  .  but  we  know  that  doesn't  make  it 
go  away.  Instead  we  try  to  strengthen 
each  other  in  our  respective  identities. 


Review 


Celebrating  Our  Differences:  Liv¬ 
ing  Two  Faiths  in  one  Marriage,  by 
Mary  Helene  and  Stanley  Ned  Rosen¬ 
baum  (Ragged  Edge  Press,  Boston, 
Ky.,  1994)  $19.95. 

while  constantly  challenging  each 
other's  intellectual  and  theological 
commitments.  The  results  is  that  we 
are  stronger  in  our  respective  reli¬ 
gions  than  we  were  when  we  began." 

At  the  end  of  the  book  the  Rosen¬ 
baums  have  helpfully  included 
resource  material  as  well  as  practical 
advice  on  such  common  problems  as 
the  "December  Dilemma:":  to  have 
or  not  to  have  a  Christmas  Tree.  A 
cook  book  is  also  included  for  Chris¬ 
tians  cooking  kosher. 

Celebrating  Our  Differences  is 
clearly  a  self-help  book  for  mixed 
marriages.  It  is  insightful,  education¬ 
al.  touching.  It  is  written  with  wisdom 
and  charm  and  strong  admonitions. 

Ms.  Casad  is  a  free-lance  writer  in 
Dallas. 


By  CONSTANCE  CASEY 

Religion  News  Service 

MIAMI — So  after  all  the  geopolit¬ 
ical  negotiations  between  chiefs  of 
state  dump  thousands  of  new  Cuban 
refugees  in  Miami,  the  questions 
come  down  to  something  like  this: 

“You  mean  you  have  to  PAY  to  go 
to  the  doctor?” 

Paying  for  medical  care  or  compet¬ 
ing  for  a  job  are  alien  concepts  for 
people  who  have  come  from  one  of 
the  last  outposts  of  communism. 

"These  are  the  children  of  the 
socialist  system."  an  unsympathetic 
Miami  Cuban  observed  of  the  newest 
arrivals.  "For  35  years  they've  been 
working  a  two-hour  day." 

The  burden  of  providing  help  and 
sympathy  to  the  2 1 .000  Cubans  arriv¬ 
ing  in  Miami  falls,  in  large  measure, 
on  18  case  workers  at  the  Catholic 
Community  Services  Refugee  Reset¬ 
tlement  Center  in  Miami's  Little 
Havana. 

Almost  all  came  as  refugees  them¬ 
selves.  They  love  their  work — repeti¬ 
tive  and  emotionally  demanding  as  it 
is — because,  as  they  say,  “I’ve  been 
there.  I  remember  what  it  was  like. 
And  I  made  it.” 

But  as  much  as  they  love  their 
work,  Louise  Eckels  Fericelli.  who 
teaches  English  to  the  refugees,  says, 
"There’s  a  certain  unavoidable  com¬ 
passion  fatigue."  But  then  she  adds, 
"Every  day.  at  least  one  good  thing 
happens.” 

Cooped  up  for  nine  months 

About  three-fifths  of  the  new 
refugees  who  have  been  cooped  up 
for  as  long  as  nine  months  at  Guan¬ 
tanamo,  the  American  military 
enclave  at  the  eastern  end  of  Cuba, 
will  end  up  in  the  shabby,  crowded 
but  friendly  second-floor  offices  of 
Catholic  Community  Services 
Refugee  Resettlement  Program. 

[A  comparable  Protestant  group. 
Church  World  Services,  12  blocks 
down  the  street,  handles  most  of  the 
remainder.] 

Last  year  the  Catholic  Community 
Services  case  workers  each  dealt  with 
about  50  Cuban  refugee  cases  at  a 
time;  this  spring  they've  been  man¬ 
aging  between  150  and  250. 

It  is  case  workers  like  Danny  Mar¬ 
tinez.  31,  and  Sylvia  Santiago,  28, 
who  must  prepare  refugees  for  the 
reality  of  what  “entry-level  job" 
means  and  how  much  an  apartment 
costs  in  Miami,  a  city  that  isn’t  exact¬ 
ly  welcoming  them  with  open  arms. 

Mr.  Martinez  and  Ms.  Santiago 
usually  begin  by  saying,  “I  under¬ 
stand  that  you've  been  through  a  lot” 
but  quickly  shift  to  tough-love  mode, 
with  the  goal  of  making  the  refugees 
self-sufficient  as  quickly  as  possible. 
Under  an  Immigration  and  Natural¬ 
ization  Service  (INS)  program,  they 
provide  services  for  only  90  days. 

The  case  workers  say  they  can  tell 
in  minutes  which  refugees  are  going 
to  thrive. 

“The  ones  who  ask  a  lot  of  ques¬ 
tions. “says  Mr.  Martinez,  who  came 
to  the  United  States  illegally  15  years 
ago  from  El  Salvador.  With  the  new 
refugees  who  are  very  negative  he 
mentions  his  own  experience  and  tells 
them  that  they  may  have  it  tough,  but 
at  least  they  are  in  the  country  legally. 

The  question  he  most  likes  to  hear 
is,  "When  can  I  start  school?”  Or 


"Every  day,  at  least  one 
good  thing  happens." 

-Louise  Eckels  Fericelli 


something  that  shows  initiative  such 
as,  “I  heard  there  was  a  class  at 
Hialeah  High  School;  what  do  you 
think  about  this?  Is  it  worth  doing?" 

Some  less  compassionate 

Some  Cubans  who  are  more  estab¬ 
lished  in  Miami  have  been  less  com¬ 
passionate.  (One-third  of  Dade  Coun¬ 
ty's  2  million  residents  are  of  Cuban 
origin.) 

The  Cuban  American  National 
Foundation,  the  outspoken  political 
arm  of  the  Cuban-American  commu¬ 
nity.  took  back  an  offer  to  come  up 
with  1 5.000  sponsors  for  the  refugees 
because  they  were  offended  that  Pres¬ 
ident  Clinton  had  not  consulted  with 
them  about  his  negotiations  with  Pre¬ 
mier  Castro. 

Under  terms  of  the  high-level  May 
2  deal,  the  United  States  will  allow 
those  refugees  who  left  Cuba  in 
home-made  rafts  last  summer  to  fly 
from  Guantanamo  and  settle  here,  but 
in  the  future  any  Cuban  trying  to 
reach  the  United  States  outside  nor¬ 
mal  immigration  channels  will  be 
returned  to  Castro's  Cuba. 

Refugees  without  sponsors  or 
friends  or  family  in  Miami  are  sent  to 
what  are  known  as  "free  case  sites"  in 
six  other  cities — Las  Vegas;  Albu¬ 
querque.  N.M.;  Austin.  Texas;  Rich¬ 
mond,  Va.;  Atlanta  and  Phoenix. 


Russian  parliament 
leader  cites  Baptists 
as  legitimate  church 

By  MARTY  CROLL 

Baptist  Press 

MOSCOW — The  chairman  of 
Russia’s  parliamentary  subcom¬ 
mittee  on  religious  groups  report¬ 
edly  has  named  Baptists  among 
those  who  should  work  to  help  the 
country  achieve  spiritual  rebirth — 
and  he  invited  missionaries  to  help. 

Southern  Baptists  now  main¬ 
tain  53  Foreign  Mission  Board 
missionaries  in  Russia,  the  first  of 
whom  began  to  arrive  about  the 
time  communism  fell  in  all  of 
Eastern  Europe. 

Vitaly  Savitsky’s  statement, 
quoted  in  the  Moscow  Tribune, 
sounded  a  different  note  from  reg¬ 
ularly  published  remarks  by  com¬ 
munists  and  nationalists  in  parlia¬ 
ment  who  have  backed  Russian 
Orthodoxy  as  the  only  legitimate 
Russian  religion.  These  leaders 
have  characterized  anything  non- 
Orthodox  as  foreign  and  have 
threatened  to  curtail  their  activities. 

Mr.  Savitsky  accused  some 
government  officials  of  using 
alleged  activities  of  cult  groups  to 
portray  democracy  as  a  first  step 
toward  anarchy,  according  to  the 
newspaper  report.  For  their  own 
political  agenda,  officials  oppos¬ 
ing  democracy  are  pointing  to 
groups  such  as  a  cult  from  Japan 
as  reasons  why  free  expression 
will  eventually  unravel  Russia. 


Slaves  'stealing  away'  to 
worship  gave  rise  to  song 


Steal  away,  steal  away. 

Steal  away  to  Jesus. 

Steal  away,  steal  away  home. 

I  ain  't  got  long  to  stay  here. 

My  Lord  he  calls  me, 

He  calls  me  by  the  thunder. 

The  trumpet  sounds  within -a  my 
soul. 

1  ain  7  got  long  to  stay  here. 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

Early  in  the  nineteenth  century, 
across  the  river  from  a  southern  plan¬ 
tation,  stood  a  Christian  Mission  for 
the  Indians.  The  master  of  a  large 
number  of  slaves  allowed  the  slaves 
to  cross  the  river  to  attend  the  wor¬ 
ship  sendees  with  the  Indians. 

John  W.  Work,  in  his  Folk  Song  of 
the  American  Negro  (1915).  tells  that 
the  slaves  thoroughly  enjoyed  these 
experiences  and  often  talked  about 
the  good  times  they  had  across  the 
river. 

One  day  the  master  learned  that  the 
missionary  to  the  Indians  was  from 
the  North,  and,  because  he  feared  that 
the  northerner  might  put  ideas  of  free¬ 
dom  into  the  minds  of  the  slaves,  he 
forbade  them  to  go  across  the  river. 

Despite  this  order,  the  slaves  want¬ 
ed  to  go  to  the  Indian  mission.  At 
night  when  the  master  and  his  family 
had  retired,  the  slaves  would  slip  out 
from  their  cabins  and  creep  through 


History 
of  Hymns 

the  cotton,  corn,  and  tall  grass.  They 
crossed  the  river  on  rafts  they  had 
made  and  hidden. 

On  the  nights  these  trips  were 
made  there  was  born  the  fragment  of 
a  song  beginning.  “Steal  away  to 
Jesus."  When  the  missionary  heard 
the  soft  singing  from  the  river,  he 
knew  his  black  congregation  was 
coming. 

“The  trumpet  sounds  within-a  my 
soul"  is  from  1  Cor.  15:52.  The 
images  of  the  sound  of  thunder, 
“green  trees  a-bending.”  and  “tomb¬ 
stones  a-bustin,"’  are  found  in  the 
stanzas. 

“I  ain't  got  long  to  stay  here."  was 
originally  a  reminder  they  could  not 
stay  long  at  the  Indian  Mission  or  they 
would  be  punished  by  the  master  for 
disobedience. 

The  Fisk  Jubilee  Singers  in  the 
1870s  helped  to  popularize  the  spiri¬ 
tual  and  it  was  included  in  Marsh’s 
The  Stoiy  of  the  Jubilee  Singers,  -pub¬ 
lished  in  Boston  in  1880. 

NEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN: 

* America ,  the  Beautiful" 
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Louisiana  United  Methodist  Children  and  Family  Services,  Inc. 

901  S.  Vienna  Ave.,  Ruston,  Louisiana,  71270 

Terrel  J.  DeVille,  President  and  CEO 


Let  the  Fun  Begin! 


We  are  Proud  of  Our  Honor  Roll! 


Our  summer  program  is  already  in  high 
gear!  While  some  of  our  youth  are 
enrolled  in  summer  classes,  most  enjoy  a 
wide  variety  of  activities.  These  include 
Bible  School  on  campus,  swimming  and 
water  safety  courses,  participation  on 
softball  and  baseball  leagues,  educational 
field  trips,  and  summer  camp. 

One  of  our  girl’s  residences  is  planning  a 
trip  to  the  Baton  Rouge  area  to  visit  the 
state  capital.  How  exciting! 


Some  really  neat  things  have  been 
happening  lately!  Last  weekend  the 
James  House  girls  went  on  an  over¬ 
night  retreat.  Amanda  caught  her  first 
fish,  and  then,  she  caught  a  really  big 
one!  This  was  really  a  great  day  for 
Amanda  and  for  all  the  girls  from 
James  House. 

Recently  our  boys  softball  team  won 
second  place  in  their  first  tournament 
of  the  year.  Kyle  deserves  special 
mention  since  he  was  voted  “Most  Valuable  Player”  for  the  day! 

Also,  some  of  our  girls  had  the  opportunity  to  run/walk  in  the  local  hospital  Fun- 
Run.  Congratulations  are  in  order  to  Kelly  for  her  second  place  finish  in  the  5-K 
run. 

We’re  making  summer  an  enjoyable  time  for  the  kids  here  at  the  Home. 

We’ll  have  more  news  coming  in  the  fall. 


©An  Old-fashioned  Lemon-aid  Summer!© 

Your  Contributions  Will  Help  Provide  Summer  Activities  Such  As: 


Brandi  Kenneth 

Sylvia  David 


Lavar 


And  Alumni ! 

Recently  a  special  ceremony 
was  held  to  induct  a  new  member 
into  the  Ruston  Post  3615,  Veterans 
of  Foreign  Wars. 

U.S.  Navy  Petty  Officer  Todd 
Neil,  Who  received  the  Silver  Star 
for  his  service  during  the  conflict  in 
Somalia  was  inducted  into  the  VFW 
as  a  member  of  the  Ruston  Post. 

During  an  interview  with  Neil 
he  said,  “It  was  the  Children’s 
Home  that  changed  my  life.”  “My 
parents  couldn’t  control  me.  I  was 
very  headstrong,  and  I  grew  up  with 
a  lot  of  resentment  toward  my 
parents.” 

U.S.  Navy  Petty  Officer  Todd  Neil 

“When  I  was  finally  sent  to  the  Methodist  Children’s  Home,  it  was  a  real 
turning  point  for  me,”  Neil  said.  “I  went  from  being  a  flunking  student  to  being 
almost  a  straight  A  student.” 

Todd  said  that  thanks  to  the  love  he  got  from  the  staff  at  the  Home,  he  was 
able  to  patch  things  up  with  his  mom  and  joined  the  Navy  to  put  himself  through 
school. 

Neil  eventually  went  through  training  to  become  a  Navy  Seal.  Only  10 
percent  of  prospective  Seals  make  it  through  the  training. 

Assistant  Executive  Director  of  MCH,  John  Allen,  said  that  the  change  in 
Neil  was  remarkable. 

“When  Todd  first  came  to  the  Home,  he  was  one  of  those  headstrong  young 
men  who  had  his  own  ideas  about  how  life  should  be,”  he  said.  “But  you  could  also 
see  how  much  potential  he  had.  We’re  very  proud  of  his  success.” 

After  the  induction,  Ernie  Stevens,  quartermaster  of  Post  3615,  spoke  about 
how  proud  he  was  to  have  Neil  as  a  member  of  the  VFW. 

“I’ve  known  Todd  for  several  years,  and  it  makes  us  ‘old  timers’  feel  good  to 
know  that  our  country  is  in  such  capable  hands.” 

-(Carla  Pampe)  Ruston  Daily  Leader 


If  you  would  like  more  information  about  our  ministry  or  would  like  to 
contribute,  please  fill  out  the  information  below  and  send  it  to:  Methodist 
Children’s  Home,  P.O.  Box  929,  Ruston,  LA  71273-0929 

***Please print  all  information *** 


□  Please  send  me  more  information  about  your  life  changing  ministry  to  youth  and  their  families. 

□  I  would  like  to  contribute  $ _ . 

□  in  honor  of _ 

□  in  memory  of _ 

Date  of  death _ 

Please  send  notice  of  gift  to: _ 


Christian  Program 

1 .  Sunday  School  Material 

2.  Religious  Life  Activities 

3.  Choir  Trips 

Summer  Recreation  Program 

1 .  Athletic  Equipment 

2.  Arts  and  Crafts 

3.  Field  Trips 


Address : _ 

street  city  state  zip 

Their  relationship  to  person  being  remembered: _ 

NOTE:  Upon  receipt  of  a  gift,  an  appropriate  letter  is  sent  to  the  bereaved  family  or  individual 
being  honored.  The  letter  includes  the  name  of  the  person(s)  making  the  gift,  but  not  the  amount. 

*************** 

My  name  is: _ 

Address: 


Special  Programs 

1 .  Family-style  Outings 

2.  Camping  and  other  Outdoor  Activities 

3.  Fellowship  Functions 


Local  church  I  belong  to  and/or  attend:_ 


All  gifts  to  Methodist  Children  '.s  Home  are  tax  deductible. 
For  further  information  please  call  (318)  255-5020 


A\  EAGLE  ORGANIZATION 


EQUAL  RIGHTS  STATEMENT 

LUMCFS  serves  school  age  children  from  throughout 
Louisiana  regardless  of  race,  color,  religious  affiliation,  sex, 
handicap  or  national  orgin.  LUMCFS’s  programs  arc  not 
designed  for  children  with  significant  medical,  psychiatric  or 
physical  disabilities.  Children  with  such  disabilities  are 
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Historic  handshake,  vignettes  recall  merger 


At  Annual  Conference  this  year. 
Bishop  W.T.  Handy  and  Bishop 
Benjamin  Oliphint  re-enacted  their  his¬ 
toric  handshake  that  symbolized  the 
merger  of  Conferences  A  and  B  into 
the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  in 
1971. 

The  merger  represented  a  major  step 
toward  desegregation  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Louisiana.  Prior  to 
this,  the  historically  black  and  white 
conferences  existed  as  separate  entities. 

Conferences  A  and  B  united  under 
the  guidance  of  Bishop  Aubrey  G. 
Walton,  who  presided  over  both  from 
1969-1971. 

In  the  Service  of  Merging,  Bishop 
Walton  said  these  words,  quoted  in 
Walter  Vernon's  history  of  Louisiana 
Methodism,  Becoming  One  People: 
"Take  from  us  all  haired  and  prejudice, 
and  whatever  may  hinder  unity  of  spirit 
and  concord...  When  black  and  white 
work  together  within  the  framework  of 
the  Christian  Church,  we  learn  to  forget 
much  of  that  which  has  caused  us  to 
misunderstand  and  to  suspect  each 
other.  We  find  that  many  of  our  fears 
are  unfounded...  Unrealistic  and  unnec¬ 
essary  barriers  are  broken  down,  and 
we  learn  to  look  upon  each  other  as  fel¬ 
low  Christians." 

Bishop  Walton  called  upon  Bishop 
Handy  and  Bishop  Oliphint.  who  at  the 
time  were  church  leaders  in  the  two 
conferences,  to  embody  the  merger  by 
shaking  hands. 

Bishop  Handy,  who  offered  his 
remembrances  at  Annual  Conference 
this  year,  said  Methodists  have  made 
significant  progress  but  have  a  long 
way  to  go  before  truly  becoming  one 
people. 

"To  be  one  people,  we  must  put  the 


priority  of  the  church  and  the  Gospel 
first,"  Handy  said. 

"I  would  like  to  see  the  time  when 
race  will  be  a  fact,  not  a  factor,"  he 
continued. 

Bishop  Oliphint  agreed  that  despite 
the  gains  already  made,  much  work 
remains  to  be  done. 

"One  thing  is  certain:  the  church  will 
win  no  hearing  on  the  moral  and  spiri¬ 
tual  issues  cast  up  by  the  chaos  of  mod¬ 
em  life  as  long  as  there  are  those  who 
are  left  standing  outside,"  he  stated  in 
his  remembrances. 

Bishops  Alfred  Norris  and 
Woodrow  Hearn  also  spoke  of  the 
merger  during  Annual  Conference. 

Other  events  surrounding  the  history 
of  the  Methodist  Church  in  Louisiana 
included  four  vignettes,  or  skits, 
designed  to  "help  the  Conference  look 
at  our  past  in  a  way  that  was  humorous, 
somewhat  factual  and  above  all  short," 
said  Sarah  Kreutziger,  a  member  of  the 
Worship  Committee's  task  force 
responsible  for  organizing  the  skits. 

The  concept  revolved  around  four 
"lost  committees"  which  somehow  fell 
through  the  cracks  in  the  "vastness  of 
the  Methodist  penchant  for  organiza¬ 
tion." 

The  skits  came  at  different  times 
during  Annual  Conference,  each  inten¬ 
tionally  interrupting  the  regular  pro¬ 
ceedings  and  often  poking  good-heart¬ 
ed  fun  at  the  bishop  and  other  church 
leaders. 

The  last  of  the  skits  presented  the 
findings  of  the  "Committee  on  the  Year 
2000,"  comprised  of  youth  who  had 
done-some  calculating  and  dreaming 
about  the  conference. 

While  the  calculations  were  tongue- 
in-cheek,  such  as  which  ministers 


Commemorating  the  25th  year  of  a  united  Louisiana  Annual  Conference.  Bishop  William 
B.  Oden  brings  together  Bishop  W.T.  Handy  and  Bishop  Benjamin  Oliphint  to  shake  hands 
as  they  did  in  the  1971  merger  of  historically  white  and  black  conferences  A  and  B. 


would  experience  hair  loss,  the  dreams 
were  a  little  more  serious. 

One  youth  dreamed  of  ridding  the 
church  of  segregation,  something  only 
partially  accomplished  by  the  1971 
merger.  "Why  in  New  Orleans  alone 
there  are  about  50  United  Methodist 
churches  and  20  of  them  are  black,  but 
neither  raee-knows  very  much  about  the 
other's  churches,"  he  said. 

Another  dreamt  that  the  church 
would  pay  more  attention  to  youth. 


Another  envisioned  a  church  that 
would  move  beyond  its  own  walls. 

"I  dream  that  each  of  our  churches 
would  see  themselves  as  missionaries, 
on  a  mission,  you  know  what  I  mean? 
We  get  too  wrapped  up  in  ourselves,  in 
maintaining  our  buildings,  or  in  having 
programs  for  people  who  are  already 
progammed  to  death.  Mr.  Welsley  said. 
The  world  is  our  parish.'  I  dream  about 
churches  that  really  are  in  mission  to 
the  whole  community,”  she  said. 


A  United  Methodist  Relief  Center  has  recently  been  established  to  aid  those  in 
need  after  the  flooding  in  the  New  Orleans/Slidell  area.  Volunteer  teams  to 
help  with  clean-up  and  construction,  financial  needs  and  counseling  are  avail¬ 
able  to  the  public.  Those  in  need  or  interested  in  lending  support  may  call  504- 
897-1646.  Above.  Gloria  Firmin.  Carole  Cotton-Winn.  Bishop  William  B 
Oden  and  Wybra  Price  inspect  supplies  stored  for  the  relief  effort. 

t 

Algiers  UMC  recently  celebrated  Mrs.  Jeannette  Israel's  dedication  and  service 
as  a  Sunday  School  teacher  at  the  church  for  50  years.  Mrs.  Israel’s  preschool 
class  is  called  “The  Children  of  Israel."  She  is  pictured  at  left  with  present  and 
former  students. 


Loy  salutes  laity  contributions 


In  this  year's  Laity  Address  to  Annual  Conference, 
Conference  Lay  Leader  O.  Fred  Loy  Jr.  said  his 
position  has  enabled  him  to  view  the  important  role 
of  laity  in  the  church  from  a  unique  perspective. 

"I  see  laity  from  throughout  the  conference  working 
with  clergy  in  a  cooperative  effort  to  make  our  church 
more  effective  in  reaching  out  to  meet  the  needs  of  our 
people  throughout  the  state  of  Louisiana,"  he  com¬ 
mented.  _ 

The  laity's  call  to  love 
and  to  service  describes 
their  work,  Loy  said. 

The  laity  is  also  called 
to  be  a  ministry  in  caring, 

he  added.  _ _ 

Having  traveled 

around  the  state  in  his  leadership  role,  Loy  has  had 
the  opportunity  to  observe  the  many  contributions 
laity  make  to  church  life. 

"The  thousands  of  skills  and  gifts  and  graces  that 
laity  bring  to  the  church  from  our  workplace: 
accounting,  carpentry,  medicine,  teaching,  and  on 
and  on,  all  join  together  to  make  our  conference  bet¬ 
ter  able  to  handle  the  many  issues  that  confront 
humankind  today,"  he  said. 

On  one  project  in  particular,  Loy  envisions  even 
greater  lay  participation:  the  Conference  Center  at 


Woodworth.  "This  is  a  rare  opportunity  to  be 
involved  in  a  project  from  the  beginning,"  he  empha¬ 
sized.  "This  is  a  project  that's  going  to  define  our 
conference  for  all  time." 

Loy  anticipates  it  will  unite  United  Methodists 
from  around  the  state  like  never  before,  he  said. 

"Those  that  come  after  us  can  carry  forth  the  tradi¬ 
tion  of  our  founding  fathers:  to  worship  God,  to  read 
and  hear  the  ministry 
of  the  Word,  to  par¬ 
ticipate  in  the  Lord's 
supper,  to  search  the 
scriptures  and  to 
engage  in  all  the  ordi¬ 
nances  of  God  togeth- 

““ er,"  Loy  remarked. 

"This  is  a  quote  from  the  Book  of  Discipline,  but 
it  captures,  I  think,  what  it  means  to  be  a  United 
Methodist." 

After  attending  a  national  conference  of  lay  lead¬ 
ers  in  Lake  Junaluska,  NC,  Loy  emerged  with  a 
renewed  sense  of  confidence  that,  despite  the  prob¬ 
lems  and  challenges  it  faces,  the  Louisiana 
Conference  is  a  leader  in  United  Methodism. 

He  summed  up  with  a  quote  from  the  hymn  by 
Doris  Akers:  "There's  a  sweet,  sweet  spirit  in  this 
place,  and  I  know  it's  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord." 


“There's  a  sweet,  sweet  spirit  in 
this  place,  and  I  know  it's  the 
Spirit  of  the  Lord.” 


Loy  delivers 


Laity  Address  during  Annual  Conference. 


Helping  Build  the 
Kingdom  of  God 


"For  we  are  laborers  together  with  God..." 

1  Corinthians.  3:9. 

The  story  is  told  of  a  pastor  who  visited  one  of  his  church  mem¬ 
bers  who  happened  to  be  a  farmer.  Arriving  in  the  rural  area,  he 
found  the  farmer  on  top  of  a  bam  which  was  under  construction 
and  almost  completed.  The  farmer  was  putting  down  the  roofing. 

As  he  approached,  he  noticed  the  farmer's  small  son  playing. 
The  little  boy  had  a  small  hammer  and  several  rusty  nails.  He 
asked,  "Son,  what  are  you  doing?"  The  boy  said,  "My  father  and  I 
are  building  a  bam."  The  pastor  noted  the  rusty,  crooked  nails  the 
little  boy  held  in  his  hands.  He  saw  the  old  hammer  which  was 
insufficient  for  any  hard  work.  He  thought  within  himself,  "Poor 
boy,  little  help  you  could  be  to  your  father  in  building  this  big 
bam."  Then  the  pastor  looked  up  and  saw  the  boy's  father,  who  had 
heard  his  son's  remark.  The  father's  big  hammer  seemed  to  come 
down  a  little  heavier,  and  pride  was  evident  in  the  father's  face 
because  his  son  was  helping  him  build  a  bam. 

Reflecting  on  that,  sometimes  I  feel  like  that  little  boy  with  the 
small  hammer  and  rusty,  crooked  nails  (especially  in  my  new 
appointment  as  a  District  Superintendent).  My  efforts  seem  so 
futile,  my  abilities  so  meager.  I  suspect  there  are  times  when  each 
of  us  feel  that  way.  especially  when  we  are  called  on  to  serve  in  the 
church  and  in  the  building  of  the  Kingdom. 

But  when  we  lend  our  efforts,  regardless  of  the  contribution,  the 
Kingdom  somehow  gets  built.  And  I  suspect,  too,  that  the  Father's 
hammer  comes  down  a  little  heavier,  and  if  we  should  happen  to 
look  up,  we  just  might  see  evidence  of  pride  in  the  Father's  face 
because  his  children  are  helping  him  in  the  building. 


Rev.  Terry  C.  Willis 
D.  S.  -  Acadiana 


General  and  jurisdictional  delegates  elected 


The  Jurisdictional  Conference  delegates,  pictured  (1  to  r)  are  Alonzo  Campbell,  Bob  Sides*, 
Bobby  Potter.  Ed  Boyd.  Mat  Kawasaki,  Randall  Campbell.  Phil  Woodland*.  Marie 
Williams,  Vera  Packer.  Pat  Cobb.  Don  McDowell*.  Fane  Peeples*.  Seola  Callahan,  Freddie 
Henderson*.  Sarah  Schoeffler,  Bob  Burgess,  Sarah  Kreutziger*.  Not  pictured:  John  Porter. 
Matt  O'Dell*.  Larry  Stafford*.  Reserve  delegates  indicated  by  *. 


The  General  Conference  delegates,  pictured  (1  to  r)  are  Chuck  Simmons,  Anita  Crump. 
Carl  Stewart,  Carole  Cotton-Winn.  Fred  Loy,  Carolyn  Dove.  Chris  Andrews,  Nancy 
Carruth,  Don  Cottrill,  William  Peeples,  Don  Avery.  Not  pictured  is  Paul  White. 


JULY  CONFERENCE  CALENDAR 


10-15  JYMO,  Mount  Sequoyah 

20-23  Conference  Youth  Choir  Music  &  Mission  Tour  in 
Louisiana,  Ruston 

20-23  United  Methodist  Women  School  of  Christian  Mission. 
Centenary  College 

22  Conference  Youth  Serving  Ministries,  First  Church, 
Alexandria,  10:00  a.m. 

23- 28  Volunteers  in  Mission  "Youth  Mission  Work  Week". 
Sager-Brown  Center  for  Enabling  Ministries.  Baldwin.  LA 

24- 27  Minister's  School 

28- 30  "Louisiana  Happening"  #6,  Tall  Timbers 

29- Aug  4  Conference  Youth  Choir  Music  and  Mission  Tour  to 
Cuba 
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Immigration  issue 
needs  action,  not 
more  resolutions 


Millions  of  immigrants  move 
thousands  of  miles  each  year  to  seek 
safety  for  self  and  family  or  a  better 
life — many  times  with  nothing  more 
than  the  clothes  on  their  backs  and 
maybe  a  small  precious  bag. 

Such  stories  are  everyday  occur¬ 
rences  in  Miami,  inundated  with 
immigrants  out  of  Castro's  Cuba  for 
35  years. 

Since  the  Cuban  missile  crisis  over 
three  decades  ago.  U  S.  economic 
and  political  forces  have  held  an  ever- 
tightening  embargo  on  Cuba.  Immi¬ 
grants  have  flown  and  floated  to  U.S. 
shores  in  ever-increasing  numbers, 
leading  to  the  recent  U.S.  ban  on 
Guban  immigration. 

The  reasoning  behind  the  ban  is 
understandable:  Compassion  has 
given  way  to  reality,  and  Floridians, 
even  church  leaders,  are  pleading  for 
relief  in  resettling  vast  numbers  of 
immigrants.  Both  personnel  and 
funds  are  in  short  supply,  making 
properly  sponsored  resettlement 
impossible. 

The  church,  frankly,  can  no  longer 
and  should  no  longer  open  its  arms 
to  refugees  until  it  is  ready  to  put  per¬ 
sonnel  with  money  to  welcome  the 
sojourner  from  Cuba  or  any  other  dis¬ 
tressed  locale.  Anything  short  of  a 
balance  between  compassionate 
rhetoric  and  practical  resources 
smacks  of  religious  hypocrisy. 

The  burden  of  providing  assis¬ 
tance  and  understanding  to  the 
21,000  Cubans  who  arrived  earlier 
this  year  in  Miami  fell  in  large  mea¬ 
sure  upon  a  Catholic  refugee  resettle¬ 
ment  center  and  a  Protestant  Church 
World  Service  office  just  blocks 
away 


Editorials 


With  case  loads  of  between  150 
and  250  Cuban  refugees,  casework¬ 
ers  suffer  from  fatigue.  Those  in  the 
church  who  argue  "We  can't  close  our 
borders  now"  without  taking  into 
consideration  the  needs  of  these  who 
must  work  with  the  inflow  simply 
pile  one  misdeed  atop  another. 

As  Christians  we  are  challenged 
by  the  Gospel  to  meet  the  needs  of 
uprooted  people.  Extending  hospital¬ 
ity  and  working  for  justice,  peace  and 
reconciliation  are  virtuous  efforts; 
however,  passing  resolutions  without 
acting  upon  our  expressions  of  faith 
will  do  little  to  house,  clothe,  feed 
and  provide  employment  for  the 
uprooted. 

The  problems  of  immigration  will 
not  be  solved  with  laws  and  strict 
enforcement  alone.  These  “prob¬ 
lems"  have  faces  and  names  and  need 
our  faces  as  well  as  our  finances  to 
sponsor  and  work  with  immigrants 
one-on-one  or  congregation-by-con¬ 
gregation. 

We  live  in  a  country  of  abundant 
wealth  and  unlimited  possibilities.  As 
Christian  citizens,  we  can  solve  many 
of  today's  immigration  dilemmas  if 
thousands  of  congregations  legally 
sponsor  one  immigrant  family 
apiece,  taking  such  a  family  down  the 
road  to  responsible  citizenship. 

Through  such  action  we  heed  the 
New  Testament  imperative:  “Do  not 
neglect  to  show  hospitality  to 
strangers,  for  thereby  some  have  enter¬ 
tained  angels  unaware"  (Hebrews 
13:1-2). 


RELIGION  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 

MIAMI— Cubans  and  Cuban-Ameticans  stand  behind  police  barricades  as  they  protest  President  Clin¬ 
ton's  policy  on  Cuban  immigration.  Before  churches  join  in  the  protest,  however,  they  must  be  pre¬ 
pared  to  back  up  their  open  immigration  policy  with  concrete  help  to  resettle  .mmigrants  (see  related 
editorials  at  left  and  below). 

Learn  how  to  welcome  immigrants 


Here  are  some  actions  suggested  in 
the  June  issue  of  Response  magazine, 
published  by  the  Women's  Division  of 
the  United  Methodist  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  that  your  congrega¬ 
tion  can  take  in  response  to  the  rising 
trend  of  racist  and  xenophobic  assaults 
fueled  by  immigration. 

✓  Speak  out  against  violence 


toward  refugees  and  immigrants. 

✓  Extend  hospitality  to  uprooted 
people  and  their  communities  by  devel- 
oping  relations  and  cooperation  with 
organizations  and  communities  of 
refugees  and  migrants  themselves. 

✓  Be  the  church  together,  respect¬ 
ing  diversity  in  our  churches  and  soci¬ 
ety  through  sensitivity  to  other  races 


and  cultures. 

✓  Renew  biblical  reflection  on  a 
■  Christian  understanding  of  and  min¬ 
istry  with  uprooted  people. 

For  more  information  on  how  you 
and  your  congregation  can  sponsor 
immigrants,  contact  Lilia  Fernandez  , 
United  Methodist  Refugee  Ministries, 
New  York  City,  (212)870-3805. 
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Readers  express  support  for  Confessional  Statement 


My  Witness 

I  went  to  Zaire 
relying  on 
God  and  you 

By  GISELE  FONTAINE 

I  am  part  of  the  11th  medical  mis¬ 
sion  team  sent  by  The  United 
Methodist  Church  to  work  in  the 
Rwandan  refugee  camps.  We  have 
worked  in  Uvira,  Zaire,  for  the  past 
month. 

Right  from  the  start,  the  members 
of  the  medical  team  were  given  an 
impossible  task.  We  had  a  list  of 
things  to  bring — some  required,  some 
recommended.  Added  to  that  was  our 
own  list  of  things  we  wanted  to  bring. 

For  me,  that  was  things  for  the  chil¬ 
dren — art  supplies,  and  kids'  books  in 
French  and  Swahili,  and  my  puppets, 
so  that  we  could  communicate  through 
play  despite  a  language  barrier.  The 
trouble  is,  we  could  only  bring  what 
we  could  carry,  because  the  last  leg  of 
the  journey  may  be  on  foot. 

I  struggled  to  stuff  everything  into 
my  backpack  and  duffle  bag,  but  I  just 
couldn't  do  it.  Not  only  couldn't  I 
bring  everything  I  want.  1  couldn't 
bring  everything  I  need! 

Buffeted  by  emotions 

Buffeted  back  and  forth  between 
these  emotions,  the  gospel  story  of  the 
loaves  and  fishes  came  to  mind.  I  real¬ 
ized  I  am  called  to  have  the  simple, 
child-like  faith  of  that  young  boy  who 
believed  that  his  gift  of  five  loaves  and 
two  fishes  was  worth  giving,  and  that 
in  the  right  hands  —  the  hands  of  Jesus 
—  it  could  help  meet  the  needs  of  that 
huge  crowd.  I  realized  I  am  utterly 
dependent  on  God  to  make  something 
out  of  the  little  1  can  bring  to  the  refugee 
camps,  not  just  the  few  material  things 
but  also  my  few  inner  resources. 

So,  too,  am  I  utterly  dependent  on 
you.  Like  the  refugees,  I  could  only 
bring  what  I  can  carry,  and  as  I  packed 
and  re-packed,  trying  to  decide  what 
to  take  and  what  to  leave  behind,  1 
tried  to  imagine  the  dilemma  of  a 
refugee  mother,  fleeing  with  her  chil¬ 
dren.  How  does  she  decide  what  few 


The  Reporter  recently  invited 
readers  to  share  their  reactions  to  the 
Confessing  Movement's  statement 
calling  The  United  Methodist  Church 
to  doctrinal  integrity. 

A  total  of  108  responses  were 
received,  of  which  79  favored  the 
statement,  28  opposed  the  statement 
and  1  was  unclear. 

Several  readers  expressed  concern 
that  the  movement's  "Confessional 
Statement"  would  lead  to  division 
among  United  Methodists  similar  to 
that  among  Southern  Baptists. 

Here  are  excerpts  from  selected 
responses: 


What  do 
you  think? 

Glenn  L.  Ethridge,  Blue  Ridge, 

Ga.:  The  Confessing  Movement 


offers  insights  and  a  prophetic  word 
to  United  Methodism.  United 
Methodism  has  strayed  from  the  con¬ 
fessional  elements  of  the  Christian 
faith  while  excelling  in  the  social  ser¬ 
vice  aspects.  Unless  we  renew  the 
confessional  aspects  of  faith,  our 
church  will  offer  nothing  the  local 


Rotary  Club  doesn't  already  provide: 
community  service  with  a  general 
affirmation  in  a  deity. 

R.  K.  Curtis,  Lubbock,  Texas: 

Too  much  "middle  of  the  road”  has 
been  tolerated'  in  places  where  it 
should  not  have  been.  This  movement 
would  seem  to  curtail  this  practice 
and  call  for  statements  that  leave  no 
room  for  doubt  in  critical  areas. 

Lauren  D.  Ekdahl,  Lincoln, 
Neb.:  1  think  this  so-called  Confess¬ 
ing  Movement  should  read  and  re¬ 
read  Luke  18:9-14  and  repent  of  its 


1  arrogance.  Arrogance  and  self-right- 
eoiisness,  which  attempts  to  put  oth¬ 
ers  down  in  order  to  elevate  oneself, 
is  also  a  sin.  The  Confessing  Move¬ 
ment  is  not  doing  a  service  to  The 
United  Methodist  Church. 

Charles  Schuster.  Arvada,  Colo.: 
Can  we  ask  our  brothers  and  sisters 
who  are  seeking  to  perfect  and  protect 
the  church  to  work  through  this  preoc¬ 
cupation  to  polarize  us?  Can  we  begin 
to  make  the  "confessional”  statement 
“concessional”?  Our  church  can  real¬ 
ize  the  greatness  that  awaits  us  once 
we  cease  the  angry  rhetoric  and  begin 


to  share  in  Christian  love. 

K.  C.  and  Margaret  Pennington, 
Lake  Jackson,  Texas:  We  are  in  com¬ 
plete  agreement  with  the  Confession¬ 
al  Statement.  If  the  1996  General 
Conference  doesn't  respond  and  take 
some  positive  action  in  support  of  this 
statement,  it  could  be  the  beginning 
of  a  major  split  in  our  denomination! 

From  Dallas,  Texas:  I  support  the 
Confessional  Statement  fully.  It  is  all 
based  on  Scripture.  If  we  can’t  agree 
on  this  statement  we  are  a  pseudo- 
Christian  church. 


Here  are  excerpts  trom  scicucu  local  read  Luke  18:9-14  and  repent  of  its  we  cease  the  angry  rhetonc  ana  negin  v-nnsuau  — 

responses:  cuuicu  e  _  -  | 

Prayer,  Bible  study,  evangelism  suggested  for  renewal 

. . rhe  centralitv  of  Christ,  disci-  From  Eau  Claire,  Wis.:  Return  to  Donna  Anderson  Carthag. 


In  addition  to  soliciting  reactions 
to  the  Confessing  Movement’s  call  to 
doctrinal  integrity  (see  related  story 
above),  the  Reporter  invited  readers 
to  share  their  suggestions  for  the 
renewal  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church.  Here  are  excerpts  from  read¬ 
ers’  replies: 

Modelle  T.  Morgan,  East  Helena, 
Mont.:  [Renewal]  has  to  begin  with 


my  own  recommitment  to  follow  Jesus 
wherever  and  however  He  leads  me, 
and  I've  done  that.  Renewal  comes  to 
us  one  at  a  time  and  ripples  out. 

F.  Burr  Clifford,  Georgetown, 
Texas:  Stop  hunting  heretics!  Renew¬ 
al  of  commitment  to  the  Wesleyan 
quadrilateral.  Share  the  Good  News! 

From  Peoria,  Ill.:  Focus  on 


prayer,  the  centrality  of  Christ,  disci- 
pleship,  evangelism  for  the  lost  and 
active  social — not  political — agenda, 
that  focuses  on  meeting  the  needs  of 
the  poor. 

N.  Richards,  House  Springs, 
Mo.:  Storytelling— we  need  to  hear 
the  faith  journeys  that  have  brought 
us  to  where  we  are  and  to  what  we 
believe. 
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From  Eau  Claire,  Wis.:  Return  to 
the  doctrines  and  faith  that  made  us 
great.  Return  to  orthodox  Christiani¬ 
ty  with  a  warm  heart.  Dump  our  apos¬ 
tate  leaders!  Let  them  enter  politics. 

Paula  Parkinson,  Milan,  Ill.:  A 

Scripture  reading  at  every  Adminis¬ 
trative  Council  meeting  followed  by 
open  prayer  so  each  leader  can  lift  up 
concerns  directly  to  God. 

Azalea  M.  Stevenson,  New 
Orleans,  La.:  We  need  to  re-invent 
United  Methodism.  Our  theological 
task  should  be  summed  up  in  one 
paragraph  from  3  to  8  lines  for  chil¬ 
dren,  youths  and  adults  to  remember 
and  to  express  in  their  daily  living. 


Donna  Anderson,  Carthage, 

Texas:  We  aren't  called  to  meet  the 
budget.  We're  called  to  make  disci¬ 
ples,  and  we  need  to  make  a  few  in 
our  own  churches. 

Kathy  Lundgren,  Rockton,  III.: 

Dispose  of  the  liberal  hierarchy  and 
let  them  know  we'll  no  longer  accept 
teachings  or  philosophy  contrary  to 
Scripture. 

D.  B.  Stevens,  Quitman,  Texas: 
Continue  probing  Wesley's  theology. 
Hold  open  discussions  without  any 
side  claiming  to  have  the  only  true 
Methodist  viewpoint.  Lots  and  lots  of 
prayer. 


possessions  to  bring  along,  knowing 
that  she  can  never  bring  enough  to 
adequately  sustain  her  family? 

In  a  much  smaller  but  similar  way, 
the  same  is  true  for  the  members  of 
the  United  Methodist  medical  teams, 
since  we,  too.  can  only  bring  what  we 
can  carry.  We  have  to  trust  that  the 
connectional  church  will  adequately 
fund  this  mission  work  and  will 
arrange  for  the  supplies  we  need  to  be 
there  on  our  arrival.  The  recent  spread 
of  the  Ebola  virus  in  western  Zaire 
speaks  loudly  about  the  dangers  to 
both  patients  and  medical  personnel, 
when  doctors  and  nurses  have  to  work 
without  gowns  and  gloves  and  masks. 

Trap  of  self-sufficiency 

In  this  country,  because  we  see  so 
many  resources  around  us  and 
because  rugged  individualism  is  part 
of  the  national  character,  it  would  be 
easy  to  fall  into  the  trap  of  thinking 
we  are,  or  can  be,  self-sufficient.  The 
truth  is  otherwise. 

It's  not  just  that  the  refugees  need 
us.  We  need  the  refugees,  for  they  call 
us  to  the  truth  of  our  own  utter  depen¬ 
dence  on  God  and  our  own  utter 
dependence  on  each  other.  There  isn't 
one  of  us  who  can  make  it  alone! 

Cisele  Fontaine  is 
a  member  of  Hol¬ 
man  United 
Methodist  Church 
in  Los  Angeles, 
California  (Cali¬ 
fornia-Pacific 
Annual  Confer¬ 
ence). 
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Tell  us  your 
views! 

Address  letters  for 
publication  to  "Letters  to  the 
Editor."  Include  your  full 
name,  address  and  telephone 
number: 

(£)By  mail  to  P.O.  Box  660275, 
Dallas, TX  75266-0275 
*By  fax  to  214-630-0079 
/By  E-mail: 

EcuNet:  mailbox  "UMR" 
CompuServe:  76113,662. 
Internet: 

761 1 3.662@compuserve.com 


Image 


People’s  judgments  are  often  based  on  what 
they  see  or  perceive.  A  professionally  published 
national  newspaper  with  you  as  front  page  news 
enhances  the  image  of  your  local  congregation. 

This  Is  An  Opportunity  You  Need  To  Investigate  Now! 
Compare  Your  Costs  and  UMR  Investment  Today! 


Call  Us  Now! 

Kay  Fielder 

P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas.  TX  75266-0275 
(214)  630-6495  (800)  947-0207 
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NEW  PRESIDENT:  New  president  of  the 
British  Methodist  Church  for  1995-96  is  the 
Rev.  Brian  R.  Hoarc.  He  was  inducted  at  the 
opening  of  the  church's  annual  conference  in 
Bristol.  England,  June  24.  He  is  deputy  general 
secretary  of  the  church’s  Home  Mission  Division 
with  particular  responsibility  for  "evangelism  and 
church  planting  in  British  Methodism."  United 
Methodist  delegates  to  the  British  Methodist 
conference  were  Bishop  Roy  I.  Sano  of  Los 
Angeles  and  Anita  Wood  of  Dayton,  Ohio. 

OFFICE  CLOSED:  Interfaith/IMPACT 

for  Justice  and  Peace,  a  coalition  of  religious 
organizations  working  on  public  policy  issues,  is 
closing  its  Washington  headquarters.  Follow¬ 
ing  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors,  employ¬ 
ees  were  given  notices  of  termination  by  Aug. 

15.  United  Methodist  agencies  participate  in 
IMPACT,  and  its  offices  are  in  the  United 
Methodist  Building  on  Capitol  Hill. 

COMPUTER  PORN:  Morality  in  Media, 
a  New  York-based  advocacy  group,  says  a  Sen¬ 
ate-adopted  amendment  to  control  pornogra¬ 
phy  in  computer  communications  will  not  do 
the  job.  It  said  the  amendment,  part  of  a  pro¬ 
posed  telecommunications  reform  bill,  will  pro¬ 
tect  only  children  from  exposure  to  indecent 
communications  in  cyberspace  and  not  adults. 

DANGEROUS  LIAISONS  :  A  United 
Methodist  bishop  is  among  religious  leaders 
endorsing  a  statement  calling  for  an  altema-. 
five  approach  for  religion  and  politics.  Bishop 
Melvin  Talbert,  president-elect  of  the  National 
Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A., 
is  among  at  least  80  church  leaders  who  say  they 
seek  a  "renewed  political  vision”  that  is  neither 
right  nor  left.  "The  almost  total  identification  of 
the  Religious  Right  with  the  new  Republican 
majority  in  Washington  is  a  dangerous  liaison  of 
religion  and  politics,”  the  group's  statement  says. 

ETHNIC,  NOT  RELIGIOUS:  Sri 

Lankan  President  Chandrika  Kumaratunga  has 
told  the  Christian  Conference  of  Asia  that  the 
bloody  war  between  the  country’s  Sinhalese 
Buddhist  majority  and  Tamil  separatists — 
primarily  Hindu — is  ethnic,  not  religious.  Mr. 
Kumaratunga  urged  the  Christian  leaders  to  help 
dispel  “the  lie”  that  religious  bigotry  is  at  the 
heart  of  the  Sri  Lankan  conflict.  Mr.  Kumaratun¬ 
ga,  a  Buddhist,  said  that  Buddhism  is  a  religion 
“unique  in  its  unstained  record  of  tolerance.” 

EXAMINE  CONSCIENCES:  The  Rev. 

Walter  Altmann,  president  of  the  Latin  American 
Council  of  Churches,  has  called  on  churches  to 
examine  their  consciences  in  light  of  a  series 
of  recent  revelations  of  murder  and  other 
human  rights  abuses  in  the  region.  Mr.  Alt- 
mann's  comments  were  prompted  by  both  the 
confession  of  some  Argentine  military  officers 
that  they  were  guilty  of  political  murders  and 
torture  in  the  1980s  and  by  the  May  31  ruling  by 
Chile’s  Supreme  Court  that  Gen.  Manuel  Con- 
treas  Sepulveda  must  serve  a  seven-year  prison 
term  for  ordering  the  1976  assassination  of  For¬ 
eign  Minister  Orlando  Letelier.  Mr.  Letelier  died 
in  a  car  bombing  in  Washington,  D.C. 

ABOLISH  DEATH  PENALTY:  Anglican 

Archbishop  Desmond  Tutu  says  he  is  pleased 
that  South  Africa  has  abolished  the  death  penal¬ 
ty.  On  June  6,  South  Africa’s  new  Constitutional 
Court,  the  equivalent  to  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court, 
banned  capital  punishment,  sparing  the  lives  of 
some  450  prisoners  on  death  row.  But  Deputy 
President  F.W.  de  Klerk  said  his  National  Party, 
the  predominantly  white  minority  political  party 
that  shares  power  with  President  Nelson  Man¬ 
dela’s  African  National  Congress,  would  cam¬ 
paign  to  reinstate  the  death  penalty.  He  said  an 
overwhelming  majority  of  South  Africans 
support  the  death  penalty  because  of  the 
country’s  high  murder  rate. 


Church  damaged  by  bomb  declared 
ineligible  for  government  assistance 

When  the  pastor,  the  Rev.  Nick  Harris,  registered 
with  FEMA  for  help,  officials  told  him  that  "they 
simply  could  not  respond  to  a  church  need.  It  is  a 
separation  of  church  and  state  issue." 


By  LINDA  GREEN 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

The  Oklahoma  City  church  that 
was  used  as  a  temporary  morgue  by 
the  federal  government  and  was 
virtually  destroyed  by  the  bombing 
of  the  federal  building  there  two 
months  ago  has  been  declared  inel¬ 
igible  to  receive  emergency  disas¬ 
ter  assistance  from  the  govern¬ 
ment. 

First  United  Methodist  Church 
across  the  street  from  the  bombed 
A.P.  Murrah  Federal  Building  has 
been  denied  compensation  by  the 
Federal  Emergency  Management 
Agency  (FEMA). 

Lobby  used  as  morgue 

The  north  lobby  of  the  91 -year- 
old  historic  structure  was  used  by 
authorities  to  house  the  bodies  of 
the  dead.  The  entire  church  was 
considered  a  crime  scene,  and  the 
church  parking  lot  became  a  tent 
city. 

The  apparent  danger  posed  by 
the  damaged  building  caused  wor¬ 
ship  services  and  church  opera¬ 
tions  to  be  moved  to  other  loca¬ 
tions.  Worship  services  are  held  at 


Trinity  Baptist  Church,  three  miles 
from  First  Church.  Church  opera¬ 
tions  are  housed  temporarily  on  the 
28th  floor  of  a  downtown  bank 
building. 

When  the  pastor,  the  Rev.  Nick 
Harris,  registered  with  FEMA  for 
help,  officials  told  him  that  “they 
simply  could  not  respond  to  a 
church  need.  It  is  a  separation  of 
church  and  state  issue.” 

According  to  Barbara  Yager- 
man,  a  public  affairs  officer  with 
the  agency  in  Washington,  quoted 
in  The  Daily  Oklahoman  newspa¬ 
per,  churches  usually  are  not  recip¬ 
ients  of  FEMA  money. 

Those  funds  primarily  are  used 
to  assist  in  community  rebuild¬ 
ing — cleanup,  and  reconstruction 
of  public  buildings,  utilities  and 
other  structures  that  insurance  does 
not  cover. 


She  said  a  church  meets  FEMA 
criteria  for  assistance  when  it  is 
used  to  provide  a  service  such  as  a 
school  or  an  eligible  program  of 
assistance.  Then  the  money  is  to 
rebuild  only  the  part  of  the  church 
where  the  program  was  housed. 

Fill  holes,  fix  carpet 

Mr.  Harris  said  that,  during  res¬ 
cue  and  recovery  operations  fol¬ 
lowing  the  bombing,  stakes  were 
embedded  into  the  parking  lot  to 
hold  up  the  tents.  When  they  were 
removed,  "they  left  holes  every¬ 
where." 

The  carpet  in  the  north  lobby 
also  had  to  be  tom  out,  he  said. 

"All  we  wanted  FEMA  to  do 
was  repair  our  parking  lot  and 
replace  our  carpet." 

Money  to  rebuild  First  Church 
is  growing  in  a  fund  established  by 


the  churchwide  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  (Advance 
#982700).  The  first  $100,000  was 
donated  by  the  board  and  sent  to 
First  Church. 

Financial  assistance  has  come 
from  across  the  country  through 
personal  contributions  or  through 
UMCOR’s  general  disaster  fund. 

FEMA  is  advising  churches 
damaged  by  the  explosion  to  apply 
for  assistance  from  the  Small  Busi¬ 
ness  Administration  (SBA)  to  pay 
for  repairs  not  covered  by  insur¬ 
ance. 

First  Church  and  its  insurance 
company  have  not  settled  because 
"new  damage  is  showing  up  every¬ 
day,"  Mr.  Harris  said.  "We  do  not 
want  to  settle  until  the  extent  of 
damage  is  known  fully." 

He  said  that  though  FEMA’s 
hands  apparently  are  tied  by  church 
and  state  issues.  “I  understand  that 
it  cannot  go  around  building 
churches  for  people. 

"It  would  be  a  conscientious 
gesture  if  they  would  recognize  us 
as  an  innocent  target  and  say,  'We 
would  like  to  make  an  investment 
in  you.’" 


Africa  Univ. 
boosting 
Mutare-area 
economy 

United  Methodist 
News  Service 

In  the  five  years  that  Africa 
University  has  been  estab¬ 
lished,  the  region's  economy 
has  grown  toward  the  $  1 50  mil¬ 
lion  mark. 

According  to  Andra  Stevens, 
university  director  of  informa¬ 
tion,  an  estimated  $  1 20  million 
to  $150  million  has  been  inject¬ 
ed  into  the  local  economy 
through  ongoing  construction, 
university  employment  and 
tourism  spawned  by  the  institu¬ 
tion. 

“The  bulk  of  Africa  Univer¬ 
sity’s  human  resources,  service 
and  material  needs  are  being 
met  in  Mutare,  Zimbabwe. 
Additional  student  residences 
and  facilities  are  being  con¬ 
structed,  and  academic  pro¬ 
grams  are  expanding."  she  said. 

Mutare,  10  miles  away,  is 
the  nearest  major  community  to 
the  university. 

In  July,  the  Faculty  (school) 
of  Agriculture  and  Natural 
Resources  will  move  into  a 
building  of  its  own. 

Through  a  grant  from  the 
United  States  Agency  for  Inter¬ 
national  Development  an  $8 
million  facility  has  just  been 
completed. 

The  new  facility  will  provide 
“a  tripling  of  laboratory  capac¬ 
ity”  for  students  enrolled  in  the 
agriculture  department.  Ms. 
Stevens  said. 

Students  will  have  access  to 
more  lecture  and  seminar  space, 
a  computer  lab  and  more 
administrative  offices. 

With  this  new  facility,  agri¬ 
cultural  extension  services 
could  be  provided  to  farmers  in 
the  area  around  Mutare. 

Officials  in  the  University’s 
Agriculture  and  Natural 
Resources  Department  antici¬ 
pate  converting  one  laboratory 
into  a  clinic  to  give  farmers 
advice  on  irrigation  and  fertil¬ 
izers  and  to  examine  animals, 
soil,  and  plant  samples  for  dis¬ 
eases  and  other  problems  asso¬ 
ciated  with  farming. 


Site  of 
1996 
General 
Conference 

DENVER-The  mile- 
high  city's 
convention  center 
will  be  the  site  of 
United  Methodism's 
top  legislative 
gathering,  the 
General  Conference, 
April  16-26, 1996. 
Almost  1,000  voting 
delegates  and  an 
equal  or  greater 
number  of  guests 
and  staff  will  attend. 
General  Conferences 
meet  once  every  four 
years. 


Denomination  comes  to  aid  of  Rwandan  children 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

Refugee  children  from  Rwanda 
will  be  the  focus  of  a  special  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  mission  project 
beginning  June  29. 

Unaccompanied  Rwandan  chil¬ 
dren  now  living  in  Goma,  Zaire, 
will  be  gathered  together  in  a 
Christian  community  called  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries  "African  Children’s  Vil¬ 
lage.” 

The  village  is  being  created  as 
part  of  the  United  Methodist  Bish¬ 
ops' Appeal  for  Africa.  The  appeal 


was  a  direct  response  to  the 
unprecedented  crisis  of  suffering 
and  death  among  millions  of 
Africans  caught  in  interethnic  con¬ 
flicts  in  Rwanda  and  Burundi. 

Approaching  its  second  year  as 
a  church-wide  emphasis,  the 
appeal  has  gathered  an  estimated 
$1.6  million. 

According  to  Deborah  Bass, 
who  heads  the  mission  board's 
National  Division,  last  year's  cri¬ 
sis  in  Central  Africa  left  hundreds 
of  children  without  parents  and 
family  support.  Many  of  these  chil¬ 
dren  are  being  cared  for  by  volun¬ 
teers  sponsored  by  the  mission 


Approaching  its 
second  year  as  a 
church-wide  emphasis, 
the  appeal  has  gathered 
an  estimated  $1.6 
million. 


board  or  persons  assigned  by  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Bishop  Onema  Fama 
(Central  Zaire  Conference.) 

Using  models  from  the  Nation¬ 
al  Division's  childcare  and  com¬ 
munity  centers  in  the  United  States, 
Global  Ministries  has  committed 
to  opening  three  African  Villages 


this  year.  The  first  village  is  expect¬ 
ed  to  be  completed  in  August. 

To  coordinate  the  programs  in 
the  children's  villages,  the  interna¬ 
tional  mission  board  has  secured 
the  services  of  Mary  Thomas, 
executive  director  of  the  Bethle¬ 
hem  Center  in  Spartanburg,  S.C. 
Assisting  her  will  be  four  graduate 
students,  some  representing  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist-related  Clark  Atlanta 
University. 

Working  in  Africa  for  the  next 
seven  weeks  are  Elton  Arrindell, 
Rulester  Davis  and  Carlyn  Robin¬ 
son  from  the  U.S.  and  Jean  Yapi 
from  the  Ivory  Coast. 


The  graduate  students  will  be 
responsible  for  negotiating  pro¬ 
grams  with  the  World  Health  Orga¬ 
nization  and  the  United  Nations 
High  Commissioner  on  Refugees 
and  supervising  workers  complet¬ 
ing  the  building's  structure. 

In  addition,  the  interns  will  help 
train  the  permanent  staff  and  other 
mission  personnel  during  the 
emerging  refugee  crisis. 

The  educational  component  of 
the  African  Children's  Village  will 
not  wait  for  the  physical  plant  to  be 
completed.  Children  will  begin 
schooling  under  tents  shipped  from 
the  United  States  next  month. 


Russian  UMs  continue  seminary  work 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

MOSCOW — Theological  educa¬ 
tion  continues  full  speed  ahead  for 
emerging  leadership  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  in  the  Common¬ 
wealth  of  Independent  States. 

For  three  days  in  mid-May,  120 
pastors  and  other  leaders  met  near 
Moscow  for  intensive  studies,  shar¬ 
ing  experiences  and  fellowship. 


The  fourth  semi-annual  seminar  for 
pastors  and  leaders  was  part  of  a  three- 
year  Course  of  Studies  of  the  United 
Methodist  Mission  in  the  Common¬ 
wealth  of  Independent  States. 

The  course  provides  basic  theolog¬ 
ical  training  for  ministry  in  the  Russ¬ 
ian  United  Methodist  churches  where 
most  of  the  appointed  pastors  are  lay 
people. 

The  spring  seminar  emphasizes 


practical  aspects  of  ministry  such  as 
worship,  preaching  and  pastoral  care. 

The  Rev.  Clarence  Snelling,  pro¬ 
fessor  emeritus  of  practical  theology 
at  Iliff  School  of  Theology  in  Denver, 
teaches  the  theological  roots  of  pas¬ 
toral  work  in  the  church  and  demon¬ 
strates  how  to  baptize  an  infant  or 
adult,  perform  the  ritual  of  marriage 
and  carry  out  other  pastoral  duties. 

His  lectures  were  an  affirmation  of 
Christian  ministry  for  people  who 
only  a  few  years  earlier  had  no  per¬ 
sonal  relationship  to  the  faith  and 
were  ignorant  of  the  church’s  tradi¬ 
tion.  Thirteen  men  and  women  were 
recommended  for  the  first  class  seek¬ 
ing  deacon's  ordination. 

Another  highlight  of  this  spring's 
seminar  was  the  official  opening  of 
the  Moscow  United  Methodist  Theo¬ 
logical  Seminary  which  now  has  24 
students.  A  forerunner  of  the  institu¬ 
tion,  founded  by  a  group  of  Korean 
ministers  in  Moscow,  had  been  active 
from  1992  through  1994. 

The  seminary  is  now  an  institution 
of  the  Russia  United  Methodist 
Church  and  receives  support  from  the 
churchwide  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries  and  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry. 


Get  a  Jump  Start  on  Sermon  and  Lesson  Preparation! 

Sermon  Notes  &  Illustrations  is  a  monthly  publication  containing  4  upbeat, 
well  crafted  messages  packed  with  funny  stories,  powerful  illustrations,  and 
practical  Biblical  truth.  Each  issue  also  contains  an  additional  20  illustrations, 
categorized  by  topic. 

(  OUR  READERS  SAY...  “I  am  glad  to  find  a  source  of  usable 
i  illustrations  that  will  interest  today's  congregations. ".  “ Great  job! 

\  The  senvons  are  fresh  and  well  outlined  and  the  illustrations  are 
\  \  just  great!"... “The  sermons  are  applicable  to  contemporary 

issues,  and  your  illustrations  are  right  on  the  mark. " 

TRY  BEFORE  YOU  BUYI A  one  year  subscription  to  Sermon  Notes  & 
Illustrations  is  only  $39  It  you  are  not  completely  satisfied,  just  whte 
"cancel"  on  your  invoice  and  you'll  owe  nothing. 


To  receive  your  first  issue,  call  1-800-222-0171 
Great  For  Ministers,  Teachers,  and  Youth  Leaders! 


United  Methodist  laywomen  think 
bill  will  hurt  country's  senior  citizens 


By  JORETTA  PURDUE 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

WASHINGTON— Two  United 
Methodist  women  came  to  Washing¬ 
ton  from  California  recently  to  ask 
the  Senate  and  the  President  to  stop 
a  bill  they  believe  would  hurt 
defrauded  senior  citizens  and  people 
of  moderate  means. 

The  women,  officers  of  the  Con¬ 
gress  of  California  Seniors,  led  a  del¬ 
egation  that  included  several  victims 
of  a  savings  and  loan  debacle  to  tell 
senators  and  a  White  House  represen¬ 
tative  how  strongly  they  object  to  the 
loss  of  protection  they  expect  to  result 
from  passage  of  Senate  Bill  240. 

"We  want  to  make  sure  that  if 
there  is  any  speculation  with  our 
(retirement)  money  that  we  have 
some  recourse.”  said  Maxine  Black- 
well,  vice  president  of  the  seniors 
group  and  a  founding  member  of 
Holman  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Los  Angeles. 

She  explained  that  the  proposed 


bill  would,  in  effect,  take  away  the 
ability  to  sue  for  recovery  of  funds 
lost  by  fraud. 

Lois  Wellington,  president  of  the 
Congress  of  California  Seniors  and 
a  member  of  the  Burbank  United 
Methodist  Church,  spoke  of  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  their  delegation  who  “was 
given  deliberately  incorrect  infor¬ 
mation  that  caused  him  to  invest 
retirement  funds,  and  suddenly  it 
was  swept  away.” 

He  was  able  to  recoup  about  60 
percent  of  his  loss,  “but  if  this  S.240 
should  pass  then  he  would  not  have 
been  able  to  do  that,"  Ms.  Welling¬ 
ton  declared. 

She  recalled  unpleasant  memo¬ 
ries  of  the  crash  of  1929  and  its 
effects  on  her  family.  Ms.  Welling¬ 
ton  told  how  her  grandparents  lost 
their  savings,  business  and  home 
that  year  and  then  joined  her  parents’ 
household. 

“It  was  not  a  happy  conjunction," 
she  declared,  adding  that  her  father 
and  grandfather  could  not  agree  on 


even  the  time  of  day. 

“To  live  under  one  roof  all  those 
years  was  difficult  at  best.” 

“This  current  bill  will  put  us  right 
back  to  that  same  awful,  ugly  scene, 
where  only  the  well-to-do  will  have 
any  opportunity  to  claim  anything," 
Ms.  Wellington  said. 

The  bill,  as  rewritten  by  a  Senate 
subcommittee,  would  increase  the 
burden  of  proof  of  fraud  needed  at 
the  time  a  case  is  filed. 

Under  existing  law.  alleged  cul¬ 
prits  are  required  to  produce  docu¬ 
ments  or  answer  charges,  explained 
Jeffrey  McCord,  the  group’s  Wash¬ 
ington  consultant. 

If  enacted,  the  bill  also  would 
shift  control  of  class  action  suits  to 
the  people  or  corporation  with  the 
largest  participation,  when  in  fact 
those  entities  may  have  been  active¬ 
ly  involved  in  the  fraud.  Mr. 
McCord  said. 

Ms  Blackwell  said  she  gets  much 
of  her  information  from  the  United 
Methodist  Women's  annual  studies. 
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BISHOP  UNDERGOES  SURGERY: 

United  Methodist  Bishop  Neil  Irons  (New  Jer¬ 
sey  Area)  underwent  a  heart  catherization  fol¬ 
lowed  by  angioplasty  for  a  blockage  in  the  right 
ventricle  June  16  at  Temple  University  Hospital, 
Philadelphia.  He  is  recovering  at  home. 

SABBATICAL  TO  SHALOM:  Linda 

Bales  of  Dayton,  Ohio,  a  human  services  plan¬ 
ner  with  the  West  Miami  Valley  Regional 
Planning  Commission,  is  taking  a  six-month 
sabbatical  to  work  as  a  volunteer  staff  person  in 
program  coordination,  marketing  and  fund  rais¬ 
ing  with  the  churchwide  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
munities  of  Shalom  Initiative.  Guided  by  a 
National  Shalom  Committee  of  United 
Methodist  leaders,  the  initiative  provides  train¬ 
ing  and  technical  assistance  to  enable  churches 
and  communities  to  work  together  to  rebuild  and 
renew  community  life. 

TWO  NAMED  AT  UPPER  ROOM: 

United  Methodist-related  Upper  Room  Books 
in  Nashville  has  named  the  Rev.  George 
Donigian  managing  editor  of  Upper  Room 
Books.  Previously  he  was  an  editor  in  the  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Section  of  United  Methodist  Church 
School  Publications.  Rita  Bennett  Collett  will 
join  the  Upper  Room  staff  July  15  as  associ¬ 
ate  editor  of  Upper  Room  Books. 

BACK  TO  SCHOOL:  Trudie  Kibbe 

Reed,  since  1984  associate  general  secretary 
of  the  United  Methodist  General  Council  on 
Ministries  in  Dayton,  Ohio,  has  resigned  to 

become  director  of  leadership  studies  at  United 
Methodist-  related  Columbia  (S.C.)  College.  She 
will  have  faculty  status  in  the  College  of  Educa¬ 
tion  and  will  chair  the  Department  of  Leadership 
Studies  beginning  with  the  fall  1995  term. 

COVENANT  LEADER  LEAVES:  Phyl- 

lis  I^ler-Wayman  has  resigned  as  a  Covenant 
Discipleship  resource  person  at  the  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of  Discipleship  to 

serve  a  congregation  in  the  California-Pacific 
regional  conference.  She  worked  at  the  board 
since  1988. 

UMCOR  RELIEF  CONTAINERS:  The 

United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  has 
sent  container  shipments  of  material  goods 
with  medical  supplies,  vegetable  seeds  for 
planting,  agricultural  tools,  clothing,  school 
supplies  and  building  materials.  Three  contain¬ 
ers  went  to  Haiti;  one  went  to  Burundi  and 
three  additional  containers  are  being  prepared 
for  shipment  to  Bosnia.  Contents  are  donated. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 
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Bishop  David  ).  Lawson  takes  a  turn  at  shaving  the  head 
of  Central  Illinois  youth  coordinator  the  Rev.  John  Hauck 
after  the  conference  boosted  Youth  Service  Fund  giving 
past  $10,000. 

Youth  leader  loses  hair 

By  BETTIE  STORY 

A  promise  is  a  promise.  The  Rev.  John  Hauck  promised  the 
youths  of  the  United  Methodist  Church's  Central  Illinois  Confer¬ 
ence  to  shave  his  head  if  they  raised  more  than  $10,000  for  the 
International  Youth  Service  Fund. 

Mr.  Hauck’s  beard  had  already  come  off  when  the  youths 
raised  $9,142.51  for  the  fund.  But  he  challenged  them  to  push  the 
total  to  $10,000. 

Members  of  the  youth  council  stationed  themselves  with  offer¬ 
ing  plates  at  each  exit  of  the  annual  conference  meeting  rooms. 
Soon  they  had  raised  the  money. 

Several  shavers  got  into  the  act  before  Mr.  Hauck  ended  up 
bald,  among  them  Bishop  David  J.  Lawson  and  other  conference 
leaders. 

The  day  after  guest  preacher  Bishop  J.  Woodrow  Hearn  of 
Houston  told  the  conference  about  an  old  tradition  that  rubbing  an 
onion  and  honey  on  one’s  head  would  cure  baldness,  Mr.  Hauck 
appeared  flourishing  an  onion  and  honey. 
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New  church  video  deals 
with  welfare  reform  issue 


By  JORETTA  PURDUE 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

As  the  issue  of  welfare  reform 
moves  to  the  forefront  in  the  halls 
of  Congress  and  the  White  House, 
the  Women’s  Division  of  The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  acting  with 
other  groups,  has  produced  a 
bright,  new  resource  to  inform  the 
often  myth-dominated  debate. 

“Women  and  Children  First:  A 
Faith  Based  Perspective  on 
Reforming  Welfare"  is  a  packet  for 
a  one-hour  educational  workshop. 

A  video  by  the  same  title  pro¬ 
vides  information  and  a  basis  for 
discussion. 

Several  United  Methodists  are 
featured  in  the  20-minute  video 
that  is  the  packet’s  centerpiece. 

The  Rev.  Dorsey  Walker,  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Upper  Sand  Mountain 
Parish,  a  cooperative  parish  in  rural 
Alabama,  notes  that  in  1984  the 
organization  gave  emergency  aid  to 
100  families,  but  in  1994  it 
answered  6,000  pleas  for  assistance. 

In  the  same  period,  he  said,  gov¬ 
ernment  funding  for  some  parish 
projects  was  cut. 

The  United  Methodist  parish 
provides  a  variety  of  services  to  the 
area  including  a  thrift  store,  food 
pantry,  gleaning  and  canning  food, 
and  a  vegetable  gardening  project. 


Barry  and  Sue  Picket,  members 
of  Chaney  Chapel  United 
Methodist  Church  in  the  Upper 
Sand  Mountain  Parish,  and  Carrie 
Nuoffer,  a  United  Methodist  mis¬ 
sionary  there,  share  concern  about 
sources  of  support  for  such  pro¬ 
grams  in  the  future. 

Marion  Kramer  of  Detroit,  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  National  Welfare 
Rights  Union  and  also  a  United 
Methodist,  brings  statistics  and 
experience  to  the  debate. 

Brief  excerpts  of  a  presentation 
by  the  Rev.  Joan  Brown  Campbell, 
general  secretary  of  the  National 
Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ 
in  the  U.S.A.,  run  throughout  the 
video. 

Although  Dr.  Campbell  is  not  a 
United  Methodist,  the  denomina¬ 
tion  is  a  member  of  the  NCC,  and 
she  was  speaking  in  the  chapel  of 
the  United  Methodist  Building — 
across  the  street  from  the  nation’s 
capitol. 

Others  in  the  videotape  include 
three  members  of  Congress 
engaged  in  floor  debate,  a  nun  who 
is  a  social  justice  lobbyist  and  sev¬ 
eral  former  and  current  Aid  to  Fam¬ 
ilies  with  Dependent  Children 
recipients. 

Among  aid  recipients  was  a 
woman  caring  for  two  small  chil¬ 


dren  and  her  disabled  mother. 
Another  recipient  spoke  of  caring 
for  her  dying  baby. 

The  packet  includes  a  fact  sheet, 
a  leader’s  guide  for  the  workshop, 
worship  aids  and  a  theological 
basis  for  action  with  biblical  refer¬ 
ences  for  further  study. 

Among  suggestions  for  further 
involvement  is  a  recommendation 
to  leam  more  about  the  work  of  the 
denomination  and  important  tele¬ 
phone  numbers  for  contacting 
agencies  concerned  with  welfare 
issues  and  legislative  and  execu¬ 
tive  offices  that  will  determine  the 
country’s  policies. 

Working  with  the  Women's 
Division  on  the  production  were 
Church  Women  United,  the  NCC 
and  the  United  Church  of  Christ. 

In  addition,  "A  $tatement  of 
Shared  Principles  on  Welfare 
Reform,"  included  in  the  packet, 
was  endorsed  by  more  than  20 
other  organizations. 

The  "Women  and  Children 
First:  a  Faith  Based  Perspective  on 
Reforming  Welfare"  packet  is 
available  for  $15  plus  $4  for  ship¬ 
ping  and  handling  from  the 
Women  s  Division  Washington 
Office,  United  Methodist  Church, 
100  Maryland  Ave.  NE,  Box  56, 
Washington,  DC  20002. 


'House  Pins'  raises  thousands  for 
homeless  shelters  across  country 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

Starting  13  years  ago  as  a  cot¬ 
tage  industry  in  Lucinda  Yates' 
attic,  her  business  of  making  deco¬ 
rative  jewelry  now  requires  50 
workers  and  a  separate  workshop. 

Through  the  years  sale  of 
“House  Pins,"  one  of  Ms.  Yates’ 
products,  has  provided  millions  of 
dollars  to  help  homeless  shelters 
and  transitional  housing  programs 
acrosslhe  country. 

The  woman  from  Maine  spoke 
recently  at  the  annual  benefit  din¬ 
ner  for  the  Emma  Norton  Resi¬ 
dence,  a  United  Methodist  Gener¬ 


al  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
National  Division  project  in  St. 
Paul,  Minn. 

Sales  of  House  Pins  by  United 
Methodist  Women  raised  more 
than  $17,000  for  the  residence. 

Emma  Norton  mainly  serves 
women  in  transition,  deaf  students 
and  families  with  patients  in  near¬ 
by  hospitals. 

Speaking  at  Hennepin  Avenue 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Min¬ 
neapolis,  Ms.  Yates  said  designing 
and  making  the  pins  helped  get  her 
life  back  together  after  spending 
two  years  as  a  homeless  person. 

Because  of  her  experience,  she 


decided  to  dedicate  her  profits  to 
helping  homeless  people,  she  said. 

As  she  visits  projects  her  pins 
have  helped  to  fund,  Ms.  Yates  said, 
she  hopes  many  of  these  people  will 
become  productive  citizens. 

In  addition  to  House  Pins,  Ms. 
Yates  also  manufactures  People 
Pins  and  Book  Pins  for  agencies 
that  help  people  and  programs  that 
encourage  literacy. 

Information  for  this  story  came 
from  the  Minnesota  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  edition  of  the  United 
Methodist  Review,  a  sister  publica¬ 
tion  of  the  Reporter. 


RATES:  $  1 .40  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  in¬ 

sertion,  S28.00  minimum  charge  for  up  to  20 
words.  Blind  ads  S21.00  plus  $11.20  for  the  8 
words  to  insert  our  contact  information.  Cash 
must  accompany  order  except  on  contract  ad¬ 
vertising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in  ad¬ 
vance.  Products  and  services  go  through  an 
approval  process.  We  schedule  two  weeks  in  ad¬ 
vance  of  an  issue  date. 

POSITION  OPENING,  ADRIAN  COLLEGE, 

Chaplain  and  Director  of  Church  Relations.  The 
successful  applicant  will  be  a  fully  ordained  minis¬ 
ter  in  The  United  Methodist  Church  and  prefera¬ 
bly  will  have  had  experience  in  providing  spiritual 
leadership.  Minimum  of  a  Master  of  Divinity  or 
Master  of  Arts  degree  in  religion  or  philosophy, 
parting  date  is  negotiable.  Resume  will  be  re¬ 
viewed  until  position  is  filled.  Nominations  or  ap- 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  lay  or 

clergy,  for  growing,  dynamic  church  of  1865 
members  located  in  the  heart  of  Phoenix,  Arizo¬ 
na.  Beautiful  campus,  superb  facilities,  multiple 
staff  with  emphasis  on  team  ministry.  Three  ma- 

BhagaL  Vice  President  and  Dean  for  Student  Af¬ 
fairs  Adrian  College,  Adrian,  MI  49221.  Applica¬ 
tions  should  include  a  letter  of  intent,  resume  and 
three  names  and  phone  numbers  of  references. 
EOR 

y  with  youth,  work  and  train  a  large  cadre  ot 
workers  with  vouth,  develop  program  with  and 
for  parents  of  youth.  Opportunity  for  creative, 
imaginative,  committed  person  to  build  and  ex¬ 
pand  an  exciting  ministry.  Some  experience  de- 
sirable.  Contact:  Search  Committee,  Paradise 
Valley  UMC,  4455  E.  Lincoln  Drive,  Paradise 
Valley,  A Z  85253. 

ORGANIST.  PART-TIME  FOR  LARGE 

church  in  northeast  Texas  with  a  32  rank 
Moller  pipe  organ.  Send  resume  to:  Ken  Reid, 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  707, 
Longview,  TX  75606-0707. 

LEAD  A  VIGOROUS  URBAN  CHURCH  into 

the  twenty-first  century.  A  culturally  diverse, 
mnlti-lingnal  urban  protestant  church  in  upper 

YOUTH  WORKER  FOR  THE  1400-member¬ 

ship  Baker  Memorial  United  Methodist  Church 
in  St.  Charles,  IL.  Thirty  hours  per  week,  starting 
September  1 5th.  For  information  call.  Dr.  Alfred 
Patten  (708)  584-6680. 

Manhattan  seeks  an  inspiring  spiritual  leader  to 
provide  an  innovative,  visionary  ministry.  Strong 
preaching  required,  as  well  as  proven  managerial 
and  administrative  skills  which  unite  varied  re¬ 
sources,  people,  and  programs  to  advance  an  out¬ 
going,  effective  witness.  At  least  ten  years 
experience  preferred.  Please  address  inquines/ap- 
plications  to:  J.  Thomas  Liddle,  Jr.,  Chairaian, 
CCC  Search  Committee,  Fort  Washington  Colle¬ 
giate  Church,  181st  St.  at  Fort  Washington  Ave¬ 
nue,  New  York,  NY  10033. 

DYNAMIC  900-MEMBER  COUNTY-SEAT 

church  in  northwest  Georgia  is  seeking  a  full-time 
person  to  assume  primary  responsibilities  for  min¬ 
istry  to  youth.  Additional  responsibilities  could  in¬ 
clude  singles  ministry,  missions,  and  family  ufe. 

strong  team  that  will  provide  leadership  and  conti¬ 
nuity  into  the  new  century.  Salary  and  benefit 
package  commensurate  with  experience.  Send  your 
resume  to.  Calhoun  First  UMC,  P.O.  Box  517,  Qd- 
houn,  GA  30703.  Attn:  Tom  Kerr  or  call  (706)  629- 
8949  for  further  information. 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR  FOR  THx  GROWING 

youth  ministry  of  1500-member  FUMC,  501 
W  4th  Joplin,  MO  64801.  Compensation 
package  to  $30,000.  Phone  (417)  623-2796.  Fax 
(417)623-2767. 

duke  university  divinity  school  m- 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRY/FINE  MO 
needed  for  growing,  seeker  sensitive  church  in 
west  Texas.  Candidate  will  provide  oversight  and 
direction  for  a  comprehensive  music  ministry,  in¬ 
cluding  adult  choirs/ensembles,  youth  choirs,  and 
graded  children's  choirs,  various  instrumental 
groups  and  handbell  choirs.  Additional  responsi¬ 
bilities  include  developing  drama  and  multi-me¬ 
dia  capabilities  to  support  both  traditional  and 
contemporary  worship.  Applicants  should  pos¬ 
sess  a  compatible  vision,  strong  people  skills,  and 
a  passion  for  worship  excellence.  Resumes  may 
be  fixed  to  (915)  337-8690  or  sent  to:  Fust  Unit- 
ed  Methodist  Church,  415  N.  Lee,  Odessa,  TX 
79761.  Attn:  Staff  Parish  Relations  Committee. 

vites  applications  and  nominations  for  a  **cuJjy 
position — tenure-track  or  tenured— in  the  field 
of  biblical  studies,  with  teaching  responsibilities 
to  begin  in  the  Fall  semester  of  1996.  Rank  and 
salary  will  be  set  according  to  qualifications  and 
experience.  Candidates  must  possess  the  Ph.D.  or 
equivalent  degree.  Experience  in  ministry  and  a 
graduate  theological  degree  is  preferred;  the  abili¬ 
ty  to  help  divinity  students  reflect  theologically 
on  the  scripture  of  the  Christian  church  is  requi¬ 
site.  Teaching  responsibilities  will  include  semi¬ 
nary  courses  in  Old  or  New  Testament 
introduction,  biblical  exegesis  and  theology,  and 
biblical  languages.  The  successful  candidate  will 
also  be  engaged  in  scholarly  research  and  have 

UNITED  MINISTRIES  IN  HIGHER  Educa¬ 

tion  at  the  University  of  Colorado,  Boulder, 
seeks  a  full-time  Campus  Minister,  who  besides 
continuing  UMHE's  tradition  of  providing  a 
liberal  Christian  presence  at  CU,  will  work  with 
the  board  to  create  a  stable  financial  base  for 
development.  UMHE/CU  represents  an  ecu- 
menical  community  of  covenanting  churches. 
Send  resumes  by  August  8,  1995:  UMHE 
Search  Committee,  1520  Euclid  Ave.,  Boulder, 
CO  80302.  For  information  call  Gordon  Huf- 
faker,  (303)  494-1216. 

doctoral  students.  Women  and  ethnic  minority 
candidates  are  encouraged  to  apply.  Nominations 
and  applications,  including  a  curriculum  vitae, 
should  be  sent  by  October  1  to:  Mrs.  Joan  Smith 
LaMorte,  Department  B,  The  Divinity  School, 
Box  90968,  Duke  University.  Durham,  NC 
27708-0968.  Duke  University  is  an  equal  oppor- 
tunity/affirmative  action  employer. 

OXFORD-UNIVERSITY  UNITED  Methodist 

Church  (1000  members)  seeks  a  full-time  Director 
of  Youth  Ministry  and  Program  ^eloDment 
Contact:  Dr.  Ken  Mormon  (phone  (601)  234-5278) 
424  South  Tenth  Street,  Oxford,  MS  38655. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MISSIONARY  PERSONNEL 

position  available,  The  Mission  Society  for  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists.  Responsible  for  missionary  re¬ 
cruitment  and  screening,  and  management  of 
missionary  member  relations.  Reply  with  resume 
u>  Dick  McClain,  P.O.  Box  1103,  Decatur,  OA 
30031.  Fax:  (404)  378-3547. 

CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  DIRECTOR  to  fo¬ 

cus  upon  children’s  ministries,  nursery,  training 
teachers,  Sunday  School,  Kids  Club.  Baby  boom¬ 
er  evangelical,  spirit-filled,  exciting  church  aver¬ 
aging  600  with  3  contemporary  worship  services. 

BIBLE  STORYTELLER.  FRANK  JONES.  High- 
energy,  low-key,  solid  content,  contemporary  lan¬ 
guage/setting,  lotsa  fun.  2210  Maplewood, 
Conway,  Arkansas  72032,  (501)  450-7988. 

size  or  greater.  Approximate  salary  is  $35,000 
and  he/she  must  be  a  team  player.  Send  resume 
to-  Washington  Crossing  UMC,  1895  Wright- 
stown  Rd.,  Washington  Crossing,  PA  18977. 

SOLID  OAK  PEWS  FOR  SALE  (PA):  approxi¬ 

mate  seating  of  200  plus  rail  and  small  choir  sec¬ 
tion.  Please  call  (610)  852-3633  for  information, 
inspection,  to  make  offer. 

SPAIN.  PORTUGAL,  MOROCCO.  October  5- 
18,  1995,  $2,095.  Observe  the  intersection  of  the 
3  great  monotheistic  religions.  Experienced  lead¬ 
ership.  Free  brochure.  Dr.  Cecil  Pottie^er,  RO. 

VISITING  NASHVILLE?  WORSHIP  AT  histone 

Me  Ken  dree  UMC,  downtown.  Sundays  8:30,  1 1:00 
AM,  6:30  PM.  Thursday  noon  luncheon,  Wednes¬ 
day  5:45  PM.  523  Church  Street,  (615)  271-2600. 

ISRAEL.  SEE  THE  HOLY  LAND.  Organize 10 

people  and  (ravel  free.  10  days/9  ntgBts.  Only 
51795.00  per  person.  (800)  334-4754. 

“DO  YOU  WANT  TO  ADOPT  A  BABY?" 

Methodist  Mission  Home/San  Antonio  now  ac¬ 
cepting  applications.  Texas  and  New  Mexico  resi¬ 
dents  call(21 0)696-7021  for  information. 

EZEKIEL'S  WHEELS,  AMAZING  NEW  inter¬ 

pretation  of  vision.  Send  $1.00  and  SASE:  Eze¬ 
kiel’s  Wheels,  2000  E.  Broadway,  #278-A, 
Columbia,  MO  65201. 

'Pocahontas'  more  than  'sing-a-along  songs' 


In  Disney's  new  release,  Pocahontas,  a  Native  American  woman 
finds  herself  torn  between  the  requests  of  her  father,  Chief 
Powhatan,  and  her  attraction  to  John  Smith,  a  European  naval  hero. 
Reviewer  Denise  Johnson  Stovall  says  the  film  is  to  be  taken  more 
seriously  than  traditional  Disney  fare  (see  review  at  left). 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

If  you  think  the  new  Walt  Disney 
movie  Pocahontas  is  just  another  ani¬ 
mated  fairytale  full  of  “sing-a-along" 
songs  and  make-believe  characters, 
you  could  be  in  for  a  big  surprise. 

The  movie  explores  several  themes 
that  are  great  discussion  topics  for 
Sunday  School  classes,  mission  teams 
or  Vacation  Bible  School  groups 

They  include: 

/’ The  "coming  of  age"  theme  of  a 
youthful  shipman  who  learns  that 
being  a  man  doesn’t  mean  using  a  gun 
or  condemning  another  culture; 

•S The  theme  of  loving  one  anoth¬ 
er.  as  shown  in  the  case  of  the  Euro¬ 
pean  naval  hero  and  the  Native  Amer¬ 
ican  chief's  daughter.  They  learn  to 
respect  each  other's  ethnic,  cultural 
and  economic  differences. 

S The  theme  of  caring  for  God’s 
earth  and  the  creatures  within  it. 

Last  but  not  least,  the  subtle 
theme  of  looking  to  our  elders  and  the 
Holy  Spirit  for  guidance  in  what  we 
do,  as  displayed  by  the  Grandmother 
Willow,  character. 

Set  in  the  early  1600s,  the  movie 
centers  around  a  caring  young  Native 
American  woman  who  finds  herself 
tom  between  the  wishes  of  her  father. 
Chief  Powhatan,  and  her  attraction  to 
John  Smith,  a  "soldier  of  fortune”, 
known  for  his  escapades  in  other  lands. . 

'Time  to  choose' 

Chief  Powhatan  tells  his  daughter 
that  “it’s  time  for  her  to  choose  which 
path  she  will  take"  as  she  reaches  the 
fork  in  the  road  of  life. 

Through  spiritual  guidance,  por¬ 
trayed  through  the  character,  Grand¬ 
mother  Willow,  she  learns  how  to 
decide  the  path  to  take. 

Meanwhile,  the  English  settlers 
arrive  on  the  Virginia  coast,  ready  to 
claim  the  new  land  for  their  king  and 
country. 

With  dreams  of  “building  a  home, 
and  having  a  successful  life"  the 
sailors  brave  the  elements  to  find  this 
new  world.  But  as  soon  as  they  arrive 
on  land,  the  rich  beauty  of  the  new 
world  is  ignored  in  their  search  for 
hidden  riches. 


Led  by  the  ship’s  commander,  the 
greedy  Gov.  Ratcliff,  the  sailors 
destroy  the  environment  in  search  of 
gold. 

Despite  being  warned  by  her  father 
not  to  go  near  these  strangers,  Poca¬ 
hontas  follows  and  meets  John  $mith. 
They  have  difficulties  in  understand¬ 
ing  each  other’s  languages  and  ideas. 
Nevertheless,  they  soon  become 
friends. 

Smith  tells  Pocahontas  that  his 
people  have  come  to  teach  the  Native 
Americans  “how  to  use  the  land  prop¬ 
erly. 

Helping  the  'savages' 

“We  will  build  cities  and  improve 
the  lives  of  savages  all  over  the 
world,”  says  Mr.  Smith. 

Though  Pocahontas  is  offended  by 
the  use  of  the  term  “savages,"  Smith 
pretends  the  term  means  nothing. 

“It’s  just  a  term  for  people  who  are 
uncivilized.  People  who  are  igno¬ 
rant,"  he  says. 

But  Pocahontas  can  read  between 
the  lines.  “You  mean,  people  like 
me,"  she  says. 

Through  one  of  the  most  memo¬ 
rable  songs  of  the  movie,  “Colors  of 


If  you're  one  of  the  millions  of  Dis¬ 
ney  fans  planning  to  see  Pocahontas 
this  summer,  don’t  limit  your  educa¬ 
tion  about  Native  American  life  to  this 
one-time  event. 

“After  you  see  the  movie,  try  to 
view  Native  Americans  for  what  we 
are,”  said  Ginny  Underwood  of 
Nashville.  She  serves  as  director  of 
the  Native  American  communica¬ 
tions  office  for  United  Methodist 
Communications. 

“Don’t  just  see  us  as  something 
only  in  the  history  books  or  the  movie 


the  Wind,"  Pocahontas  sings  a  mes¬ 
sage  that  perhaps  sums  up  the  film: 

"There  is  so  much  you  don’t  know 
about  this  new  land  and  its  people. 
You  think  you  own  the  land  you  land 
on.  You  think  the  people  who  are  peo- 


screen.  We  are  just  as  modem  as  any¬ 
one  in  this  country  with  our  views  and 
opinions.  We  don’t  look  like  the 
stereotypes  of  Native  Americans  in 
the  media. 

“We  are  pastors,  lay  people,  and 
church  agency  staff,  too.” 

Ms.  Underwood  agreed  that  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  should  especially  be 
reminded  that  denominational 
resources  are  available  for  inquiring 
young  minds  who  want  to  learn  more 
about  Native  American  customs. 

-DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 


pie  are  the  ones  that  look  like  you." 

The  friendship  of  Smith  and  Poca¬ 
hontas  not  only  changes  the  lives  of 
the  two  but  changes  the  lives  of  two 
cultures. 

By  the  end  of  the  movie,  the  Native 
Americans  and  the  English  settlers 
realize  that  Pocahontas  is  not  the  only 
one  needing  to  decide  on  the  right 
path  of  life. 

This  movie  may  be  difficult  for 
pre-schoolers  to  understand  because 
of  the  seriousness  of  these  themes. 
But  parents  should  not  worry.  It  will 
still  hold  their  attention  as  they  laugh 
with  delight  over  the  animal  antics  of 
a  playful  raccoon  named  Meeko,  a 
cautious  hummingbird  named  Flit, 
and  a  pampered  pooch  named  Percy. 

Unlike  most  Walt  Disney  motion 
pictures,  Pocahontas  is  very  serious. 
As  such,  it  is  an  appreciated  break 
from  the  traditional  Disney  movie  and 
is  perfect  for  the  entire  family. 


'View  us  for  what  we  are' 
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ARE  WE 
SERIOUS? 

I  can  not  say  with  certainty  where  I 
learned  to  be  or  who  instructed  me  to  be  a 
"student  of  life,"  Occasionally  in  my  jour¬ 
ney  of  faith,  I  have  an  opportunity  to 
reflect  upon  life's  lessons  and  their  contin¬ 
uing  relevancy,  I  remember  a  light  and 
fun  time  during  my  college  years  when  many  of  us  majored  in  the 
games  of  the  gameroom  instead  of  the  curriculum.  I  can  still  hear 
the  rhetoric  of  those  who  talked  the  game  far  better  than  the  skills 
that  they  possessed  in  playing  it.  The  reply  to  the  noise  of  the 
rhetoric  as  one  was  being  challenged  was  "Be  serious!”  or  "Get 
serious!"  Even  in  the  church  we  have  a  tendency  for  being  rhetori¬ 
cal,  puffing  and  overstating  our  intent.  I  have  to  ask  us,  "Are  we 
serious?" 

One  of  the  new  buzz  words  now  seems  to  be  "spirituality". 
Caught  up  in  this  whole  term  is  a  concept  none  of  us  like  when  we 
apply  it  to  ourselves;  our  need  to  change.  Can  we  view  our  world, 
our  church,  and  our  lives  as  a  cosmic  organism,  which  is  itself  con¬ 
tinually  changing  and  in  the  hand  of  what  Alfred  North  Whitehead 
would  call  "creative  advance".  By  this  term  Whitehead  means  the 
entire  process  of  becoming  composed  of  entities  that  through  expe¬ 
riences  advance  in  richness  and  value  again  and  again  to  form  new 
aesthetic  unities.  Yeah,  that's  right  new  things  of  beauty,  "New 
Beings."  For  Whitehead,  while  God  has  an  abstract  identity  and 
essence,  He,  too,  is  in  the  process  of  change.  That  may  be  a  little 
hard  for  some  to  accept,  but  what  about  God  saying  to  Moses,  I 
AM  WHAT  I  AM.  The  Hebrew  is  obscure  and  the  verb  used  could 
even  be  translated  I  AM  WHAT  I  WILL  BE.  God  is  a  living, 
active,  dynamic  Being,  not  a  static  one. 

But  back  to  us  ...  What  about  Wesley's  terminology  "Going  on 
the  Christian  Perfection?"  The  point  is,  folks  we  are  not  there  yet. 
A  good  place  to  start  is  by  not  concentrating  on  what  the  other 
person  is  doing  wrong,  but  by  honestly  and  prayerfully  examining 
ourselves  to  concentrate  on  what  we  are  doing  wrong  and  correct¬ 
ing  that  wrong  thing.  I  remember  Jesus  talking  about  the  speck  in 
our  brother's  eye  and  the  log  in  our  own  eye.  Then  continuing  to 
say  if  you  take  the  log  out  of  your  own  eye.  you  will  be  able  to  see 
more  clearly  to  take  the  speck  out  of  yotlr  brother’s  eye.  We  all 
need  to  strive  first  to  be  the  best  person  that  we  can  be. 

Correlative  to  our  being  the  best  person  that  we  can  be  is  our 
"believing  in  what  we  are  doing."  I  am  convinced  that  if  we 
believe  in  what  we  are  doing,  our  best  will  be  put  into  action.  Do 
we  believe  Christ  as  He  commands,  "Seek  ye  first  the  Kingdom  of 
God,'1  or  "Strive  to  enter  the  narrow  gate,"  or  "You  are  the  salt... 
You  are  the  light  of  the  world. 

If  we  are  serious  about  growing  in  our  spirituality,  making  a 
difference  in  the  world,  earnestly  wanting  the  church  to  grow 
(evangelism),  being  there  for  the  dispossessed,  the  afflicted,  the 
alienated,  and  the  poor  (missions),  growing  in  faith,  hope  and  love 
as  we  and  others  are  nurtured  (Christian  Education)  and  proclaim¬ 
ing  and  hearing  the  good  news  of  Jesus  Christ  (worship),  we  must 
be  open  to  the  change  that  occurs  as  the  Spirit  of  the  Living  God 
moves  among  His  people.  The  word  for  Spirit  in  the  Bible  is 
wind;  wind  is  active,  moving,  and  changing.  Paul  admonishes  us, 
"Don't  quench  the  Spirit." 

Are  we  serious?.. .Be  serious!  ...  Get  Serious! 

Bishop  William  B  Oden  is  taking  a  break  from  his  column  for  the  sum¬ 
mer  He  has  Invited  various  conference  leaders  to  share  their  messages 
each  week  during  his  absence. 


Ecclesiastic  Extract 

Editor's  Note:  This  is  a  new  feature  of  the  Louisiana  Reporter.  From  time  to 
time,  we  will  excerpt  particularly  compelling  material  from  our  local  churchs' 
newsletters.  Our  first  ‘Extract’  comes  to  us  from  Rev.  Jerry  Hilbun,  pastor  of 
Asbury  UMC.  Bossier  City.  Enjoy! 

Bright  Spots 

Most  of  the  headlines  and  stories  about  today's  teens  con¬ 
tain  the  negative,  the  sensational,  the  bad  news.  Young  peo¬ 
ple  are  often  stereotyped  as  apathetic  and  greedy  at  best; 
mean  and  violent  at  worst.  It's  a  shame  that  a  few  stain  the 
reputation  of  a  whole  generation.  The  majority  of  our  youth 
are  not  on  drugs,  in  gangs,  or  out  of  control. 

A  large  number  of  teenagers  from  Shreveport-Bossier  City 
are  busy  building  a  Habitat  for  Humanity  home  for  a  needy 
family.  These  youth  representing  various  area  churches  will 
spend  a  good  portion  of  their  summer  vacations  helping  oth¬ 
ers.  They  will  provide  the  labor  to  dig  foundations,  hammer 
nails,  paint  walls,  cut  boards,  hang  sheetrock  and  install  win¬ 
dows  and  doors. 

These  are  the  ones  who  should  receive  the  headlines! 
These  are  the  young  people  who  shoudl  be  held  up  as  exam¬ 
ples  of  today's  youth.  They  show  us  the  way  of  building 
bridges  of  hope  and  understanding  instead  of  walls  of  anger 
and  despair. 

Three  cheers  to  Asbury  youth  and  adults  who  put  their 
faith  to  work  helping  those  in  need. 


Church  offers  Sunday  School  from  home 


A  new  conference  call  system  makes 
Sunday  School  possible  for  homebound 
members  of  First  UMC,  Baton  Rouge 


When  the  telephone  rings  shortly 
before  10:00  on  Sunday  morning. 
Hazel  Bates  knows  it's  time  for 
Sunday  School. 

All  she  has  to  do  is  answer  the 
phone  and  wait  for  the  lesson  to 
begin. 

Along  with  six  other  members  of 
First  UMC.  Baton  Rouge.  Mrs. 
Bates,  who  is  83.  participates  in  a  ; 
Sunday  School  class  through  a  spe¬ 
cial  conference  call  system  for 
homebound  members. 

Through  a  speakerphone  in  the 
church  classroom,  members  at 
home  can  carry  on  two-way  discus¬ 
sion  with  the  teacher  and  members 
of  the  class  at  the  church. 

"It  is  just  a  joy  to  have  it.  I  look 
forward  to  it  every  Sunday."  Mrs. 
Bates  said. 

"I  can  look  at  the  sermon  on  TV 
and  then  have  Sunday  School  and 
it's  the  next  best  thing,"  she  contin¬ 
ued.  The  previous  week's  sermon  at 
First  UMC  is  broadcast  from  9:30- 
10:00  a.m.  on  the  local  CBS  affili¬ 
ate. 

Bertha  Wilson,  88,  is  another 
member  of  the  class  who  partici¬ 
pates  from  home. 

"It  makes  me  feel  I  am  still  a 
member  of  the  church-not  outside 
the  door  looking  in.  because  I  am  a 
died-in-the-wool  Methodist,"  she 
said  of  the  conference  call  service. 

Mrs.  Wilson  has  been  an  active 
member  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  since  her  teens,  having  held 
several  offices  and  laugh!  many 
years  of  Sunday  School  herself. 

"So  the  class  has  been  a  blessing 
to  me.  It  fills  a  great  void  in  my 


life,"  she  con¬ 
tinued. 

The  confer¬ 
ence  call  service 
began  last 
November 
under  the  guid¬ 
ance  of  Dr. 

Frank  Poole, 

Associate 
Minister  in 
charge  of  adult 
ministries  at 
First  UMC.  He 
learned  of  the 
idea  in  Circuit 
Rider,  a  nation¬ 
al  magazine  for 
ministers.  A 
handful  of 
churches 
around  the 
country  had 
begun  to 

employ  the  conference  call  service. 

Obtaining  the  service  was  not 
just  as  easy  as  asking  for  it,  howev- 

"It  makes  me  feel  that  I  am 
still  a  member  of  the 
church--not  outside  the 
door  looking  in.” 


er.  The  service  had  never  been  used 
in  the  Baton  Rouge  area. 

After  much  investigation,  Dr. 
Poole  contacted  Tommy  Williams. 
Executive  Director  of  Corporate 
and  External  Affairs  at  South 
Central  Bell  and  a  member  of  St. 


First  UMC.  Baton  Rouge,  has  established  a  conference  call  system  by  which  homebound  members  of  the 
church  may  participate  in  Sunday  School  Through  a  speaker  phone  located  In  the  church  classroom, 
those  at  home  can  both  hear  and  speak  to  the  teacher.  Kathleen  Simms  (far  left),  and  other  members  of 
the  class  In  the  front  row  (I  to  r)  are  Ruth  Deck,  Katharine  Grayson,  Ouida  Hiroms.  Ethel  Harris  and 
Claire  Mayson  In  the  back  row  (I  to  r)  are  Mary  Ella  Shields,  Velma  Hickey  and  Virginia  Aarhus  Seven 
church  members  currently  study  with  the  class  from  home 


Timothy-On-The-North  Shore 
UMC.  Mandeville. 

"It  was  through  Mr.  Williams' 
persistence  that  the  church  was  able 
to  establish  the  tariff  and  get  the 
service  available.  If  it  hadn't  been 
for  his  efforts,  we  probably  never 
would  have  gotten  it  done,"  Dr. 
Poole  said. 

One  of  the  gliches  that  had  to  be 
ironed  out  was  huge  bills  the 
church  kept  getting  from  AT&T 
because  the  calls  were  mistakenly 
being  routed  long-distance.  Once 
lhat  was  cleared  up,  the  tariff 
amounted  to  about  $3  per  person 
for  thirty  minutes  of  conference  call 
time.  First  UMC  provides  the  ser¬ 
vice  to  its  members  at  no  cost. 


Those  churches  interested  in 
establishing  such  a  service  for  their 
homebound  members  may  call  the 
AT&T  Conference  Call  Operator  at 
1-800-232-1234  to  request  a 
"Demand  Conference  Call."  Be  pre¬ 
pared  to  provide  the  operator  with 
the  telephone  numbers  of  partici¬ 
pants,  as  well  as  the  number  to  be 
used  at  the  church. 

Once  established,  the  operator 
calls  the  participants  shortly  before 
the  designated  time  Sunday  morn¬ 
ing  and.  when  they  are  all  on  the 
line,  telephones  the  church  to  con¬ 
nect  them. 

If  you  would  like  to  speak  with 
Dr.  Poole  about  the  program,  he  can 
be  reached  at  504-383-4777. 


New  church  to  serve  Baton  Rouge,  Ascension  area 


A  new  church  has  been  bom  into 
the  Louisiana  United  Methodist 
family  in  the  Baton  Rouge  area. 

Its  "birthday"  was  officially  June 
8,  the  day  after  Annual  Conference, 
when  new  appointments  became 
effective.  Rev.  Frank  B.  Akin  will 
pastor. 

To  promote  the  fledgling  church. 
Rev.  Akin  mailed  out  mock  birth 
announcements  to  herald  the  estab¬ 
lishment  of  a  new  United  Methodist 
church  for  the  south  Baton 
Rouge/north  Ascension  area. 

The  center  of  the  church's  range 
is  the  intersection  of  I- 1 0  and 
Highland  Road. 

For  now.  the  unchristened  church 
is  known  only  as  "the  New  UMC." 

But  that's  entirely  appropriate. 

"This  church  will  be  new  in 
every  sense  of  the  word."  Rev.  Akin 
emphasized. 

"It  will  not  be  a  traditional  UM 
church  as  far  as  worship.  It  will  be 
an  exciting  blend  of  contemporary 
and  traditional— a  new  church  for  a 
new  people." 


Rev.  Akin  has  visited  non-tradi- 
tional  places  of  worship,  both 
inside  and  outside  the  major 
Christian  denominations,  to  experi¬ 
ence  many  different  kinds  of  wor¬ 
ship. 

He  envi¬ 
sions  the  new 
church  as  hav¬ 
ing  a  mission¬ 
ary  spirit  and 
"overflowing 
with  grace." 

"It  will  be 
fun,  joyful,  cel- 
ebrative  and 
focused  on 
Jesus  Christ," 
he  added. 

But  Rev.  Akin  won't  seek  to 
impose  his  own  idea  of  what  the 
church  should  be,  he  said.  Rather,  it 
will  be  up  to  people  in  the  commu¬ 
nity  to  create  the  church  they  will 
call  their  own. 

"Out  of  the  people  that  gather 
and  through  prayer  and  discern¬ 
ment,  the  vision  of  this  particular 


Rev.  Frank  B.  Akin 


The  Ruston  District  recently  held  its  Laity  Celebration  with  a  buffet  dinner  and 
entertainment  at  Trinity  UMC.  Those  present  enjoyed  "Praising-Celebrating- 
Witnessing  through  Music."  In  one  performance,  Paul  Woodard  and  Homer  Bailes 
from  Antioch  UMC,  Simsboro-Lisbon,  jammed  to  "If  you  see  Jesus." 


church  will  come,"  Rev.  Akin  said. 

The  members  of  the  congrega¬ 
tion  will  decide  who  and  what  their 
church  will  be,  he  added. 

With  no  place  for  corporate  wor- 
ship  currently  established,  the 
church  will  begin  with  "home 
churches,"  small  groups  of  8-10 
persons  who  gather  weekly 
throughout  the  community. 

This  practice,  reflective  of  the 
way  the  early  church  met,  will 
hopefully  encourage  and  foster 
relationships  among  members  of 
the  budding  congregation.  Rev. 
Akin  said. 

"We  are  a  relational  people-- 
Methodism  is  built  upon  this."  he 
commented. 

Though  property  has  been 
obtained  for  the  church,  no  definite 
time  frame  has  been  established  for 
construction  of  a  physical  plant. 
Rev.  Akin  cited  late  fall  or  spring  as 
possibilities  for  having  a  place  of 
corporate  worship. 

"We'll  get  there,  but  it  will  be  in 


God's  time,  not  my  time,"  he 
emphasized. 

"When  you  get  bom,  you  kind  of 
have  to  depend  on  people  to  take 
care  of  you  for  a  while."  he  said  of 
the  new  church. 

The  church  must  crawl,  then 
walk,  then  run,  he  added.  Alluding 
to  the  Apostle  Paul.  Rev.  Akin  said 
it's  simply  going  to  take  persever¬ 
ance. 

It  takes  a  special  kind  of  people 
and  a  whole  lot  of  patience  to 
establish  a  new  church,  he  said. 

Those  who  wish  to  help  the 
young  church  grow  may  do  so  by 
simply  letting  others  know  it  exists, 
Rev.  Akin  said. 

To  become  more  involved,  call 
504-343-1873.  Financial  contribu¬ 
tions  may  be  specified  "the  New 
Baton  Rouge  UMC." 

"I  feel  blessed  that  I've  been 
called  to  do  this,"  Rev.  Akin  con¬ 
cluded.  "I'm  just  going  to  take  it 
one  day  at  a  time  and  say,  'OK 
Lord,  let's  go. ' " 


United  Methodist  Women  of  Blackwater,  UMC,  Baker,  recently  celebrated  their 
Spring  Luncheon,  "Salad  and  Mad  Hatters  at  Blackwater "  Standing  (I  to  r)  are 
Rosemary  Loudon,  Mildred  Loudon,  Frances  Sibley,  Corine  Carpenter,  Betty 
Chemin,  Betty  Kling,  Mae  Chemin  and  Bobbye  Shaffett  Kneeling  (I  to  r)  are  Willie 
Petty,  Anna  Loudon,  Effie  Downey  and  Estelle  Smiley 
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Promise  Keepers  and  supporters 
decry  Discipleship  staff's  caution 


Editor’s  note:  The  significant 
volume  of  mail  received  regarding 
a  June  16  article,  “Promise  Keep¬ 
ers:  Friend  or  foe  of  UM  Men?"  by 
I.inda  Green  of  United  Methodist 
News  Service  prompted  our  staff 
this  week  to  give  readers  ample 
opportunity  to  respond. 

My  husband  is  a  Promise  Keeper. 
I  wholeheartedly  support  his 
choice — not  because  he  dominates 
me  but  because  in  Promise  Keepers 
I  see  men  who  are  striving  for  a  deep, 
spiritual  and  personal  relationship 
with  Jesus  Christ. 

I  see  men  trying  to  be  godly 
examples  for  their  children  and  try¬ 
ing  to  live  holy  lives  and  have  strong 
committed  marriages  with  their 
wives.  I  see  men  taking  leadership 
roles  in  their  families,  congregations 
and  communities  that  have  been  suf¬ 
fering  because  of  a  lack  of  male  lead¬ 
ership. 

“Friend  or  foe  of  UM  men?” 
shouldn’t  even  be  an  issue.  We  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  should  be  on  our 
knees  in  thanksgiving  to  God  for  the 
Promise  Keepers  movement. 

Through  movements  such  as 
Promise  Keepers  and  the  Walk  to 
Emmaus,  God  is  intervening  in  the 
lives  of  men — changing  hearts,  lives, 
families,  churches  and  United 
Methodist  Men — and  I  hope  chang¬ 
ing  The  United  Methodist  Church. 

I  believe  it’s  time  that  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship  came  out  of  the 
board  room  and  into  the  pews  to  see 
what  can  happen  in  the  lives  of  God’s 
people  when  men  begin  to  live  in  obe¬ 
dience  to  Him.  It  really  doesn't  have 
to  have  the  cross  and  flame  on  it  to 
work! 

Susan  Trahem 
Borger,  Texas 

I'm  amused 

I  read  with  amusement  the  article, 
“Promise  Keepers:  Friend  or  foe  of 
UM  Men?” 

The  question  is  really  moot.  Thou¬ 
sands,  probably  tens  of  thousands,  of 
United  Methodist  men  are  very  much 
part  of  the  Promise  Keepers  move¬ 
ment. 

Last  August  I  stood  on  Folsom 
Field  at  the  University  of  Colorado 
with  thousands  of  clergymen  at  the 
closing  of  Promise  Keepers  ‘94.  In 
my  10  years  as  a  pastor  I  have  seldom 
felt  more  affirmed  or  loved  by  the 
body  of  Christ.  Men  hollered  out,  “We 
love  you  pastors!”  as  we  walked  from 
our  seats  to  the  front  of  the  stadium. 

1  was  at  this  event  with  25  men 
from  South  Florida — 10  African- 
American.  five  Hispanic  and  10 
Anglo  men.  We  were  United 
Methodists,  Southern  Baptists  and 
Presbyterians.  They  ministered  to  me 
and  I  hope  I  ministered  to  them. 

This  year,  50  men  from  Christ 
UMC  where  1  serve  are  heading  to 
Promise  Keepers  ‘95  in  St.  Peters¬ 
burg,  Fla.  Whether  the  hierarchy  of 
the  church  endorses  Promise  Keep- 
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Readers  contend  that  Promise  Keepers  events  such  as  this  recent  Los  Angeles  gathering  should  be 
supported  by  The  United  Methodist  Church  because  they  are  bringing  spiritual  renewal  to  Christian 
men  (see  related  letters  at  left). 


ers  will  not  make  any  difference  to 
the  men  of  the  community  I  serve, 
but  I  believe  we  are  missing  an 
opportunity  to  unite  with  other  broth¬ 
ers  in  Christ  who  are  seeking  to  build 
God's  Kingdom  in  their  cities. 

Jorge  Acevedo 

Fort  Lauderdale,  Florida 

I  assume  none  know  it 

I  assume  that  none  of  the  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of  Disci¬ 
pleship  staff  had  attended  any  of  the 
Promise  Keeper  gatherings  before 
contributing  to  the  unfortunate  arti¬ 
cle  in  the  June  16  issue. 

Having  just  returned  from  the 
Indianapolis  gathering  in  which 
65.000  men  experiened  a  mountain- 
top  spiritual  renewal,  one  has  to  won¬ 
der  what  it  would  take  to  get  the  Dis¬ 
cipleship  staff's  attention. 

Rather  than  advocating  giving 
men  “dominance  and  superiority 
over  women,”  speaker  after  speaker 
talked  of  the  importance  of  women 
and  men,  wives  and  husbands, 
mothers  and  fathers. 

It  was  made  clear  that  no  money 
was  to  be  given  to  the  organization  that 
would  in  any  way  affect  the  giving  to 
the  local  church,  which  is  always  to 
come  first  with  Promise  Keepers. 

In  mid-February  1996.  Promise 
Keepers  will  hold  a  conference  in 
Atlanta  just  for  ministers. 

Rather  than  casting  shadows  of 
doubt  upon  an  organization  that  is 
going  to  rally  700,000  men  this  sum¬ 
mer  to  “Raise  the  Standard”  in  their 


lives  by  recommiting  themselves  to 
Christ,  United  Methodist  executives 
ought  to  be  frantically  figuring  out 
how  every  male  pastor  in  the  coun¬ 
try  is  going  to  provide  the  resources 
to  be  in  Atlanta  next  February! 

Dennis  Brinkman 
Roselle,  Illinois 

I'm  amazed 

Once  again  I  am  amazed  at  the 
misunderstanding  of  those  at  the 
General  Board  of  Discipleship.  In  the 
June  16  article  on  Promise  Keepers 
they  said  that  they  neither  endorsed 
nor  denounced  the  movement.  What 
are  they  afraid  of?  Could  it  be  possi¬ 
ble  that  God  is  moving  in  a  new  man¬ 
ner  that  is  outside  our  structure? 

Promise  Keepers  is  a  movement 
that  will  unite  men  across  this  nation. 
Let’s  have  the  wisdom  not  to  let  this 
fresh  move  of  the  Holy  Spirit  pass  us 
by- 

Don  Morris 

Murfreesboro.  Tennessee 

I'm  affirming  of  it 

In  the  Reporter's  June  16  issue  a 
United  Methodist  News  Service  arti¬ 
cle  by  Linda  Green  states  that  the  laity 
staff  of  the  General  Board  of  Disciple¬ 
ship  neither  endorses  nor  denounces 
the  Promise  Keeper  movement.  They, 
the  article  states,  are  concerned  with 
possible  leaders  who  do  not  share  their 
theology  and  practice. 

I  see  no  evidence  that  the  Disci¬ 
pleship  staff  has  all  the  answers. 

The  Discipleship  staff  is  concerned 


that  men  might  claim  dominance  and 
superiority  over  women.  This  is  not  the 
problem  in  The  United  Methodist 
Church,  where  the  vast  majority  of 
men  seem  more  than  willing  not  only 
to  share  ministry  with  women  but  to 
turn  it  over  to  them  completely. 

I’m  not  a  member  of  Promise 
Keepers,  having  made  the  decision 
long  ago  to  practice  what  they 
preach,  but  count  me  with  the  men 
of  North  Georgia  in  enthusiastically 
affirming  a  movement  that  calls  men 
to  honor  Jesus  Christ  and  to  person¬ 
al  accountability. 

Harold  LaGrone 
West  Monroe,  Louisiana 

A  vital  movement 

I  went  recently  to  the  first  Promise 
Keepers  gathering  in  Tulsa,  Okla., 
where  18,000  men  were  present.  On 
the  platform  leading  in  prayer  was 
our  Oklahoma  Annual  Conference 
United  Methodist  Men’s  president, 
Charles  "ChieF’  Boyd,  who  is  half- 
Cherokee,  and  supporting  him  was  a 
busload  of  men  from  Will  Rogers 
United  Methodist  Church. 

Let’s  not  be  like  the  Anglican 
Church  of  Wesley's  day.  remaining 
lukewarm  toward  a  movement 
because  it  isn't  denominational.  Not 
everything  at  the  Tulsa  meeting  was 
exactly  my  style,  but  it  was  the  most 
genuinely  ecumenical  grassroots 
occasion  I’ve  been  to  in  a  long  time. 

Larry  Eisenberg 
Tulsa,  Oklahoma 


Interpreters ministers, , 
and  keepers  of  history 


By  TOM  SLACK 

I  knew  that  1  was  late  for  the  meet¬ 
ing,  so  I  entered  quietly  and  tried 
unobtrusively  to  take  a  seat. 

There  was  silence  in  the  room. 
Everyone  except  the  leader  had 
bowed  heads  and  downcast  eyes. 

1  was  sure  that  the  gathering  was 
beginning  with  a  silent  prayer,  so  1 
shifted  myself  into  a  meditative  pos¬ 
ture. 

"Glad  you’re  here,"  the  leader  said. 
“If  you'll  be  our  secretary,  we'll  get 
started." 

I  nodded  affably.  The  effect  was 
electric.  The  only  prayers  in  that  room 
had  been,  “Oh  please,  God.  let  them 
choose  someone  else  to  take  minutes!" 

Some  kids  go  through  grade  school 
wearing  "Kick  Me"  signs.  All  my  life 
I've  had  a  sign  that  says,  “Make  me 
the  secretary." 

I've  taken  notes  at  meetings  of  one 
organization  for  almost  10  years.  And 
during  one  memorable  stretch.  1 
served  as  the  secretary  for  three  dif¬ 
ferent  groups  at  the  same  time. 

This  happened  during  the  days 
when,  as  a  pastor,  I  had  three  differ¬ 
ent  typing  volunteers  for  bulletins, 
newsletters,  and  other  office  tasks  — 
and  answered  my  own  telephone. 

Could  that  be  what  has  made  me  an 
enthusiastic  proponent  of  the  Profes¬ 
sional  Association  of  United  Methodist 
Church  Secretaries  (PAUMCS )? 

But  let  us  praise  them  for  a  moment: 
Professionals  and  volunteers,  office 
workers  and  organizational  leaders, 
and  celebrate  the  ministry  within  the 
church  that  secretaries  share. 

A  secretary  is  a  maker  and  keep¬ 
er  of  history.  The  storytellers  who 
rehearsed  the  acts  of  God  for  people 
of  faith  in  early  days  did  the  same 
thing.  By  remembering  where  we 
have  been  on  our  journey  of  faith  and 
reminding  ourselves  of  God’s  faith¬ 
fulness  in  the  past,  we  can  go  forward 
in  faith  and  not  out  of  desperation. 
Where  have  we  been?  What  have  we 
done?  Ask  the  secretary. 

A  secretary  is  an  interpreter. 
From  the  partisan  proceedings  of  a 
business  meeting,  or  the  rambling 


My  Witness 


The  Rev.  R. 
Thomas  Slack  is 
communication 
s  director  for 
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ruminations  of  a  potluck  supper 
announcement,  a  secretary  selects  the 
significant  and  discards  the  drivel  — 
an  insight  which  suggests  it’s  best  to 
stay  on  the  secretary’s  good  side,  or 
you  may  find  yourself  quoted  verba¬ 
tim  at  the  next  committee  meeting. 

A  secretary  has  distinctive  min¬ 
istries  as  part  of  an  organization  or 
congregation.  An  emphasis  of  the 
most  recent  PAUMCS  national  con¬ 
vention  was  the  ministries  of  profes¬ 
sional  secretaries  in  empowerment  of 
the  victims  of  sexual  abuse  and  support 
of  the  bereaved.  It's  another  part  of  the 
continuing  discovery  that  all  Christians 
are  called  to  ministry,  and  those  who 
work  with  words  and  organize  offices 
minister  with  more  than  minutes  and 
touch  lives  as  well  as  keyboards. 

With  that  kind  of  insight,  and 
because  of  the  work’s  demands,  com¬ 
mittees  may  still  engage  in  what  looks 
like  silent  prayer  until  a  secretary  is 
chosen. 

They  ought  then  to  bow  a  little 
longer  to  give  thanks  for  those  who 
undertake  this  significant  ministry. 

And  everyone  who  reads  a  bulletin 
or  hears  a  friendly  voice  on  the  tele¬ 
phone  whenever  they  dial  the  church 
number  might  want  to  do  the  same. 

“My  Witness”  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  can  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  life.  Any  reader  may  submit  an 
article  for  consideration  ( one  typed, 
double-spaced  page  maximum 
lengfh)  tp  "My  Witness,”  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box 
660275.  Dallas.  Texas  75266-  0275. 


What  others  are  saying 


“If  the  church  intends  to  reach  peo¬ 
ple  for  Jesus  Christ  in  the  tomorrows- 
to-come,  we  had  better  get  ready  now. 
You  and  I  may  not  like  the  idea  that  a 
new  world  is  coming  and  that  its  val¬ 
ues  are  different  from  ours.  But  like  it 
or  not,  we  must  deal  with  it.  If  the 
world  will  not  listen  to-let  alone  heed- 
-what  we  (the  church)  'have  always 
said,’  then  we  may  need  to  change  the 
way  we  share  our  message." 

— The  Rev.  William  R.  Jennings, 
Louisville,  Ky.,  writing  in  Disciple¬ 
ship  Dateline. 

*  *  * 

"One  of  the  nicest  analogies  I  ever 
heard  was  that  The  United  Methodist 
Church  was  like  a  suspension 
bridge — the  foundation  is  Jesus 
Christ  and  the  people  are  represented 
by  the  spans  of  the  suspension  wires. 


Kudos  on  your  editorial  on  grace  for  white  males 


Kudos  to  the  Reporter's  June  16 
editorial,  “Words  of  Grace  for  White 
Males"  expressing  newly  installed 
president  of  United  Methodist  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Bishops  Roy  Sano’s  concern  for 
that  particular  segment  of  the  church. 

Coming  from  an  ethnic  minority, 
my  immediate  reaction  was  one  of 
wonder  and  amazement.  I  thought, 
"Why.  don’t  they  enjoy  many  ‘advan¬ 
tages’  already?"  After  reading  the 
whole  editorial,  however,  I  realized 
the  truth  of  its  main  point. 

Indeed,  as  the  editorial  stated,  "for 
the  church  to  be  a  community  of  faith, 
its  emphasis  should  not  be  confined 
to  family  ministries  ...  its  members 
must  place  a  high  priority  on  min- 


Letters 
to  the  Editor 

istries  to  singles  and  be  able  with  core 
and  concern,  to  welcome  ALL  — 
including  single  white  males." 

Floro  R.  Gutierrez 
Melrose  Park,  Illinois 

A  more  effective  method 

Yes,  it  certainly  is  a  bad  idea  to 
allow  local  churches  a  line-item  veto 
over  connectional  expenses  (see 
UMR.  May  19  and  June  2).  A  much 
more  effective  method  to  involve 


local  churches  is  already  allowed  by 
the  Discipline  —  Paragraph  712  (Dis¬ 
trict  Board  of  Stewards).  This  process 
has  been  working  quite  well  in  the 
Northern  Illinois  Annual  Conference 
for  several  years  now. 

As  a  result  there  has  been  increased 
learning  about  "apportionments" 
across  the  entire  spectrum  from  gen¬ 
eral  church  to  district  apportion¬ 
ments.  There  is  a  growing  sense  of 
ownership.  There  is  vital  and  direct 
participation  by  each  local  church. 
We  are  proud  of  Northern  Illinois’ 
record  of  percentage  paid  to  the  gen¬ 
eral  church  (95  percent)! 

Ray  Rhoads 

Rockford.  Illinois 


Look  at  total  picture 

The  future  of  the  church  lies  not  in 
giving  the  local  church  "line-item 
veto"  but  in  our  reclaiming  the  sense 
of  evangelism  that  gave  birth  to  the 
Methodist  Societies  and  eventually 
The  United  Methodist  Church.  We 
often  get  so  caught  up  in  bickering 
over  a  few  dollars  that  we  forget  that 


our  primary  reason  for  being  here  is 
the  evangelism  of  the  world. 

I  have  always  found  that  when  I 
take  the  time  to  help  the  laity  look  at 
the  total  picture  they  do  their  best  to 
pay  all  their  apportionments. 

Jerden  Davis 
Fort  Worth,  Texas 


What  holds  the  bridge  in  place  is  the 
tension  on  the  wires. ...  If  the  tension 
pulls  too  far  right  or  left,  the  bridge 
will  unravel  and  collapse.  That  is 
what  the  leaders  of  the  church  need 
to  remember." 

—  Susan  F.  Mitchell,  Quincy,  III., 
in  a  letter  to  the  Central  Illinois  edi¬ 
tion  of  the  Reporter. 

*  *  * 

"Can  a  distinction  be  made 
between  fascination  with  the  end  of 
time  and  a  faith  in  God  that  is  to  be 
exercised  at  any  and  during  all  times? 
One  characteristic  of  this  fascination 
often  is  withdrawal  from  the  world. 
In  contrast,  faith,  as  demonstrated  by 
Jesus,  permeates  the  world  with  acts 
of  loving  consideration.  Of  his  disci¬ 
ples,  Jesus  prayed,  ‘As  You  (Father) 
sent  me  into  the  world,  I  also  have 
sent  them  into  the  world.’ " 

— The  Rev.  Browning  Ware,  pas¬ 
tor  of  First  Baptist  Church  of 
Austin,  Texas,  quoted  in  the  Joyful 
Noiseletter. 

*  *  * 

"Refusing  to  face  our  own  evil 
results  in  being  devoured  by  it. 
Unrecognized  sin  is  as  deadly  as 
undiagnosed  and  untreated  cancer." 

— Bishop  Kenneth  L.  Carder, 
Nashville,  Tenn. 

*  *  * 
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Faith  in  the  world 


Faith 

_ watch 

VOTED  DOWN:  The  United  Methodist 
West  Michigan  regional  conference  recently 
voted  down  a  proposed  merger  with  the 
Detroit  Conference.  By  a  vote  of  459-310,  the 
conference  nixed  the  idea  of  creating  one  confer¬ 
ence  in  Michigan.  Earlier  this  year,  the  Detroit 
Conference  voted  643-232  to  support  the  idea. 
Bishop  Donald  A.  Ott,  episcopal  leader  of  both 
conferences,  said  he  was  “disappointed  over  a 
missed  opportunity." 

HEALTH,  NOT  CRIME:  Drug  abuse 
should  be  seen  as  a  health  issue,  not  a  matter 
for  criminal  law,  a  unit  of  the  Methodist  Church 
of  Great  Britain  said  in  a  recent  report.  The 
church’s  Division  of  Social  Responsibility  said 
addicts  should  be  able  to  obtain  from  doctors 
small  amounts  of  a  drug  to  keep  them  productive 
in  society  but  not  so  much  that  they  sell  the  sur¬ 
plus  on  the  black  market  or  so  little  that  they  are 
forced  to  obtain  more  through  illegal  means.  The 
report  drew  immediate  objections  from  church 
conservatives  who  said  it  would  damage  Britain's 
social  fabric. 

DON'T  RESTRICT  CUBA:  The  top 

executive  official  of  the  United  Methodist  Gener¬ 
al  Board  of  Church  and  Society  has  expressed 
opposition  to  the  Cuban  Liberty  and  Democratic 
Solidarity  Act  of  1995.  The  Rev.  Thom  White 
Wolf  Fassett  said  he  believes  this  act  will 
“cause  additional  pain  and  hardship  on  its 
people,”  particularly  if  the  U.S.  tightens  the  pre¬ 
sent  embargo  against  Cuba  and  enforces  sanc¬ 
tions  on  international  trade. 

FLOOD  RESPONSE:  The  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  has  received  an 
appeal  from  the  United  Methodists  in  the 
Philippines  to  assist  with  response  to  victims  in 
the  Province  of  Romblon  where  flash  floods 
were  caused  by  Typhoon  Auring.  UMCOR  is 
providing  humanitarian  assistance  through  food, 
clothing  and  shelter.  Gifts  to  support  this  effort 
can  be  made  to  UMCOR’s  Advance  No. 
982450-8,  for  International  Disaster  Response. 
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Exploring  faith  and  life 

ATLANTA— J.  C.  Williams  (left)  and  Andre  Jackson  sort  donated  food  at  the  Atlanta  Commu¬ 
nity  Food  Bank  during  a  field  trip  with  the  Thomas/Shockley  Summer  Youth  Academy  of 
Theology  in  Atlanta.  The  program,  held  at  the  Interdenominational  Theological  Center,  is 
designed  to  allow  12-  to  14-year-old  African-American  youths  to  explore  their  spirituality 
and  current  life  challenges.  The  program,  sponsored  by  the  United  Methodist  General  Board 
of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry,  is  named  in  honor  of  retired  United  Methodist  Bishop 
James  S.  Thomas  and  the  Rev.  Grant  S.  Shockley,  a  retired  Christian  educator. 


NCC  executive  urges  help  for  teen  mothers 


DINNER  OR  CHURCH?:  Asurvey  for 
the  American  Bible  Society  has  found  that  peo¬ 
ple  say  they  go  church  about  as  often  as  they 
go  to  dinner,  but  more  often  than  they  read  a 
novel,  take  in  a  movie  or  play  competitive 
sports.  According  to  the  survey  of  1,212  adults,  55 
percent  of  those  surveyed  said  they  go  to  church 
once  a  week  or  more,  and  58  percent  said  they  go 
out  for  dinner  once  a  week  or  more.  Just  27  percent 
said  they  read  a  novel  at  least  once  a  week  and  1 1 
percent  said  they  participate  in  sports. 

RETIREMENT:  The  elections  of  new  board 
of  trustees  officers  and  the  announcement  of 
President  Richard  R.  Lance’s  1996  retirement 
highlighted  the  annual  meeting  of  the  National 
Benevolent  Association  of  the  Christian  Church 
(Disciples  of  Christ.)  Mr.  Lance  will  retire  after 
13  years  as  head  of  the  Disciples'  social  and 
health  services  division. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

WASHINGTON— As  welfare 
reform  legislation  makes  its  way 
through  the  Senate,  a  representa¬ 
tive  of  the  National  Council  of  the 
Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S. A. 
warned  against  churches  and  char¬ 
ities  matching  the  House  of  Rep¬ 
resentatives' prohibition  of  aid  to 
unmarried  teens  and  their  children. 

“We  are  particularly  concerned 
that  children  not  be  victimized  by 
attempts  at  welfare  reform,”  said 
Mary  Anderson  Cooper,  associate 
director  of  the  Washington  NCC 
office. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  is 
one  of  the  more  than  30  commu¬ 
nions  that  make  up  the  NCC. 

Ms.  Cooper  said  that  welfare 
reform  must  not  focus  on  eliminat¬ 


ing  programs  but  on  eliminating 
poverty  and  the  damage  it  inflicts 
on  children  and  the  rest  of  society. 

While  maintaining  that  children 
should  not  be  punished  for  the 
actions  or  decisions  of  others.  Ms. 
Cooper  said  that  she  found  it  nec¬ 
essary  to  speak  out  against  teen 
pregnancy. 

“Bearing  children  outside  of 
marriage  has  reached  nearly  epi¬ 
demic  proportions  in  this  country,” 
she  declared,  adding  that  both  chil¬ 
dren  and  their  parents  suffer  as  a 
result  of  their  situations. 

Ms.  Cooper  suggested  that  pro¬ 
viding  young  people  with  genuine 
hope  for  their  futures  is  a  key  way 
of  discouraging  adolescent  preg¬ 
nancies. 

Education,  job  training  and  cre¬ 
ation  of  employment  opportunity 


are  components  of  that  hope,  she 
said,  adding  that  the  chance  to  relate 
to  caring  adults  is  needed  too. 

She  praised  an  amendment 
being  proposed  by  Sen.  Kent  Con¬ 
rad  of  North  Dakota  that  would 
allow  cash  benefits  for  young 
mothers  who  stayed  with  their  par¬ 
ents  while  completing  high  school 
but  that  would  also  provide  for 
young  mothers  to  leave  abusive 
households. 

Saying  she  recognized  the  need 
to  reduce  the  federal  deficit,  Ms. 
Cooper  asserted  that  “reducing 
welfare  costs  by  denying  benefits 
to  teen-aged  mothers  and  their  chil¬ 
dren  is  shortsighted  and  will  lead 
to  the  creation  of  a  human  deficit 
that  ultimately  will  be  more  dam¬ 
aging  to  our  country  than  an  unbal¬ 
anced  budget  could  ever  be.” 


The  United  Methodist 

REPORTER 


Church  finance 
agency  settles 
with  ex-counsel 


By  DANIEL  R.  GANGLER 

Associate  Editor 

The  United  Methodist  General 
Council  on  Finance  and  Adminis¬ 
tration  and  its  former  general  coun¬ 
sel.  Craig  R.  Hoskins,  jointly 
announced  on  June  30  a  resolution 
of  Mr.  Hoskins's  lawsuit  against 
the  church's  top  finance  agency. 

Financial  terms  of  the  settle¬ 
ment  remain  confidential,  but  Mr. 
Hoskins  has  been  added  to  a  refer¬ 
ral  panel  of  attorneys  for  the 
agency's  legal  department. 

William  F.  White,  a  Milwaukee 
lawyer  and  member  of  the  coun¬ 
cil's  litigation  management  com¬ 
mittee,  said: 

“We  are  delighted  at  the  resolu¬ 
tion  of  this  lawsuit.  Mr.  Hoskins's 
15  years  of  service,  his  institution¬ 
al  memory  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church  and  his  interest 
in  working  with  the  GCFA  Gener¬ 
al  Counsel  Mary  Logan  maximizes 
the  benefits  of  his  experience  and 
underscores  his  professionalism." 

Mr.  Hoskins,  who  sued  the  coun¬ 
cil  and  its  general  secretary,  the  Rev. 
Clifford  Drake,  after  being  fired  by 
Mr.  Drake  on  May  16. 1994.  said  he 
was  very  pleased  with  the  opportu¬ 
nity  to  move  ahead  in  his  profes¬ 
sional  career  and  to  have  his  service 
to  the  council  and  The  United 
Methodist  Church  recognized. 

"This  resolution  will  benefit  my 
current  legal  practice."  he  said.  "1 
intend  to  continue  my  commitment 
to  the  church  through  my  private 
practice  and  hope  to  provide  legal 
services  throughout  the  denomina¬ 
tion  for  many  years  to  come." 

Mr.  Hoskins,  a  United 
Methodist  layman,  established  a 
private  law  office  in  Chicago  ear¬ 
lier  this  year. 

'Retaliatory  discharge' 

On  June  1  Judge  James  Moran 
for  the  U.S.  District  Court  for  the 
Northern  District  of  Illinois.  East¬ 
ern  Division,  agreed  that  Mr. 
Hoskins  could  sue  for  “retaliatory 
discharge"  under  Title  VII.  This 
federal  law  protects  employees 
who  oppose  workplace  discrimina¬ 
tion  [see  UMR,  June  9]. 

However  on  the  same  day, 
according  to  Elizabeth  Hubbard. 
Mr.  Hoskins'  attorney,  the  7th  Cir¬ 
cuit  Court  of  Appeals  ruled  in 
another  case  [EEOC  vs.  AIC  Secu¬ 
rities]  that  Title  VII  does  not  per- 


"I  intend  to  continue 
my  commitment  to  the 
church  through  my 
private  practice  and 
hope  to  provide  legal 
services  throughout  the 
denomination  for  many 
years  to  come." 

—Craig  Hoskins 


mit  claims  of  individual  liability 
against  decision  makers  of  a  cor¬ 
poration.  Because  of  this  ruling, 
the  agency's  chief  executive.  Mr. 
Droke,  was  dismissed  as  a  defen¬ 
dant  to  the  lawsuit. 

According  to  a  joint  statement  by 
both  parties,  this  settlement  resolves 
all  matters  between  the  council  and 
Mr.  Hoskins  regarding  Mr.  Droke 
and  his  dismissal  of  Mr.  Hoskins. 
Any  monetary  settlement  was  held 
in  confidence  by  both  parties. 

In  response  to  the  settlement. 
Mr.  Droke  said,  “We  [the  council 
and  he]  are  pleased  that  this  matter 
has  been  resolved  avoiding  the 
expense  and  distraction  of  a  trial. 
The  GCFA  can  now  turn  its  full 
attention  to  preparing  for  the  seri¬ 
ous  work  of  the  1 996  General  Con¬ 
ference  [the  church's  top  legisla¬ 
tive  body]  in  Denver,  Colorado.*' 

Search  under  way 

Coincidentally,  at  the  same  time 
the  lawsuit  resolution  was 
announced,  a  search  committee 
from  the  General  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration  was 
meeting  in  Chicago  and  selecting 
an  executive  search  firm  to  find  a 
new  general  secretary-treasurer. 

Mr.  Droke  had  announced  this 
spring  that  he  would  seek  a  minis¬ 
terial  appointment  other  than  the 
one  with  the  agency.  The  council 
voted  May  16  in  Houston  to  seek  a 
new  general  secretary-treasurer  as 
expeditiously  as  possible  with  a 
goal  to  have  that  person  in  office 
no  later  than  Jan.  1,  1996. 

Bishop  Edwin  C.  Boulton  (Ohio 
East  Area)  chairs  the  search  com¬ 
mittee  as  the  acting  president  of  the 
General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration.  He  is  filling  the 
position  temporarily  vacated  by 
Bishop  Forrest  Stith  of  New  York 
who  requested  and  was  granted  a 
medical  disability  leave. 


Sermon  on  'bread  of  life'  inspired  ministry  to  the  hungry 


By  DENISE  jOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

A  sermon  years  ago  on  feeding  “the 
bread  of  life”  to  people  hungry  for  the 
word  of  Christ  inspired  a  United 
Methodist  couple  to  sponsor  a  home¬ 
less  ministry  on  the  coast  of  Texas. 

For  nearly  a  decade,  Albert  W.  and 
Gertrude  Sanders  of  Galveston  have 
fed  some  175-225  people  each  Satur¬ 
day  morning.  It  is  estimated  that,  in 
nine  years,  they  have  served  37,000 
meals  to  needy  people. 

They  serve  the  food — purchased 
by  Mr.  Sanders  through  money  he  has 
earned  in  his  oiJ  business — in  the 
parking  lot  of  a  Presbyterian  church. 

The  street  ministry  is  supported  by 
their  congregation.  Moody  Memorial 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Galveston.  Donations  have  also  come 
from  various  groups  in  the  church's 


regional  Texas  Annual  Conference; 
the  Moody  Memorial  church's  per¬ 
manent  endowment  fund  and  the 
church’s  United  Methodist  Men. 

Mr.  Sanders  credits  a  sermon  he 
heard  preached  by  his  minister  in  1972 
at  St.  Paul  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Monroe,  La.,  with  challenging  him  to 
begin  this  service  for  Christ. 

Back  then,  the  Rev.  James  L.  Stovall, 
now  retired  in  Baton  Rouge.  La.,  told 
his  congregation  that  one  way  to  serve 
God  is  through  service  to  the  poor. 

The  Sanderses  moved  from 
Louisiana  to  Galveston  in  1973  but 
they  never  forgot  what  their  former 
pastor  told  them  about  being  a  wit¬ 
ness  for  Christ. 

In  a  May  1994  letter  to  Dr.  Stovall, 
the  couple  surprised  the  minister  by 
thanking  him  for  inspiring  their 
Galveston  homeless  ministry. 


Here's  how  they  feed  body,  soul 

A1  and  Gertrude  Sanders 


use  a  simple  system  in  their 
hunger  ministry: 

♦  Tell  the  people  the 
story  of  Jesus  Christ. 

♦  Feed  the  people  a  good 
meal. 

♦  Help  the  men  and 
women  with  their  drug 
problems. 

♦  Have  medical  person¬ 
nel  available  to  provide 
care. 

“Then  leave  it  in  the 
Lord's  hands  so  that  He 
may  do  his  work,"  said  Mr. 
Sanders,  shown  at  right 
feeding  one  of  his  guests. 

“Give  all  praise  to  God 
for  this  wonderful  work." 


“I  liked  what  you  preached,"  wrote 
Mr.  Sanders.  “You  preached  the  good 
news.  You  inspired  me  and  my  wife 
to  do  something  and  start  a  food  min¬ 
istry  for  the  poor. 

“When  we  were  members  of  your 
church,  you  planted  a  seed  with  your 
teachings  of  the  ‘good  news,"’  con¬ 
tinued  Mr.  Sanders.  “The  seed  is  now 
blooming.  Thanks.  A1  and  Gertrude.” 


Invited  to  see  work 

Dr.  Stovall  told  the  Reporter  that 
the  Sanderses  were  so  excited  about 
their  ministry  that  they  invited  him  to 
come  see  their  work.  When  he  arrived 
at  the  feeding  station  last  March,  he 
could  not  believe  what  he  saw. 

“They  are  demonstrating  the  Good 
News  by  telling  the  story  of  Christ 
and  by  feeding  the  hungry,"  said  Dr. 
Stovall.  “By  their  lives,  they  have 
shown  God's  redemptive  love  for  oth¬ 
ers.  Thank  God  for  those  two  won¬ 
derful  people." 

How  have  the  Sanderses  been  able 
to  feed  so  many  people  all  these  years  7 
Show  up  any  Saturday  morning  in 
downtown  Galveston  and  find  out. 

Before  anyone  is  served,  Mr. 
Sanders  talks  to  the  people  about  the 
good  news  of  Jesus  Christ. 

He  says,  “Jesus  is  good.  He  does 
not  want  you  to  be  hungry.  He  sent 
you  this  food.  He  does  not  want  you 
to  be  sick. .  . ." 

Sharing  God's  love 

Pointing  to  a  group  of  medical  vol¬ 
unteers  enlisted  to  give  free  health  care 
screening.  Mr.  Sanders  continues, 
“These  people  are  here  to  help  serve 
you,  not  because  they  have  to  be  but 
because  they  know  God's  love  and  have 
come  to  share  God's  love  with  you." 

Finally,  Mr.  Sanders  offers  to  help 
anyone  who  says  they  do  not  know 
how  to  ask  God  for  help.  Then  he 


PHOTO  BY  RAY  PINARD 

GALVESTON,  Texas— United  Methodist  layman  Albert  W.  Sanders  (second  from  left)  serves  his  home- 
less  "guests"  breakfast  during  his  Saturday  street  ministry  in  downtown  Galveston.  Mr.  Sanders  cred¬ 
its  his  former  pastor,  the  Rev.  James  L.  Stovall  (second  from  right)  of  Baton  Rouge,  La.,  with  inspiring 
him  to  start  this  ministry  (see  related  stories  at  left). 


blesses  the  food,  and  the  meal  begins. 

At  the  hot  steam  table  donated  by 
Moody  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Men,  tempting  dishes  greet  the  crowd 
in  each  of  two  serving  lines.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Sanders  cook  all  of  the  food  them¬ 
selves.  giving  regional  names  to  some 
dishes  with  a  special  gourmet  touch. 

Serving  line  one  may  have: 

•  Galveston  scrambled  eggs; 

•  Lewisville,  Ark.  Golden  Grits; 

•  Gertrude's  homemade  sausage 
(made  from  a  cut  of  ham  called 
Boston  Butts); 

•  Bacon  or  ham; 


•  Toast; 

•  Donaldsonville,  La.,  Creole  dirty 
rice; 

•  Louisiana  roux  gravy  (for  the  grits 
and  rice). 

A  second  line  serves: 

•  Buttermilk  corn  bread; 

•  New  Orleans  red  beans; 

•  Sausage  and  rice; 

•  Picante  sauce. 

Breakfast  guests  can  complete  the 
meal  with  orange  juice  and  hot  coffee, 
personally  poured  by  Mr.  Sanders. 

Following  the  hearty  meal,  many 
guests  ask  Mr.  Sanders  for  his  help. 


Some  are  taken  to  a  detox  center  or 
are  given  advice  on  getting  their  lives 
back  in  order. 

In  a  letter  to  supporters  of  his  street 
ministry  last  year.  Mr.  Sanders  wrote 
that  all  he  does  is  help  those  that  “have 
had  their  joy  stolen  from  them." 

“When  Jesus  was  on  this  earth,  he 
spent  his  time  with  those  who  were 
poor  in  spirit  and  poor  in  monetary 
means."  continued  Mr.  Sanders. 

“He  was  with  those  who  were  sick 
and  diseased.  He  dealt  with  those  who 
were  lepers. . . .  This  is  what  our  min¬ 
istry  is  all  about.  “ 


Faith  at  work 
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REPORTER 


Faith 

—connections 

'SELF-AVOWED'  DEFINED: Thelinit- 

ed  Methodist  California-Pacific  regional  con¬ 
ference  recently  made  another  attempt  to 
define  "self-avowed  practicing  homosexual." 
Last  year  a  conference-approved  definition  was 
struck  down  by  the  church's  Judicial  Council. 

The  latest  definition  defines  a  self-avowed 
practicing  homosexual  as  “one  who  makes  it 
known  by  affirming  publicly  that  she/he 
engages  in  genital  sexual  behavior  with  a  per¬ 
son  of  the  same  gender.” 

DEGREE  RECEIVED:  The  Rev.  Victor 
Pferez-Silvestry,  chief  operations  officer  of  the 
United  Methodist  General  Board  of  Disciple- 
ship,  recently  received  a  doctor  of  ministry 
degree  from  McCormick  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary  in  Chicago.  Dr.  Perez-Silvestry  is  a  native 
of  Puerto  Rico  and  holds  a  bachelor's  degree  in 
business  administration  from  World  University  in 
Puerto  Rico  and  a  master  of  divinity  degree  from 
the  Puerto  Rico  Evangelical  Seminary. 

MEETING  MANAGER  RETIRES:  The 

Rev.  De Wayne  Woodring,  who  helped  plan  and 
pianage  each  United  Methodist  General  Confer¬ 
ence  (top  legislative  body)  between  1976  and 
1 992.  retired  recently  from  active  membership 
in  the  church’s  East  Ohio  regional  conference. 
He  continues  as  executive  director  of  the  Indi¬ 
anapolis-based  Religious  Conference  Manage¬ 
ment  Association,  which  includes  helping 
grrange  for  the  World  Methodist  Council's  next 
Assembly  in  1996  in  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Brazil. 

ANOTHER  SUIT:  Gail  Cooke,  who  edited 

publications  for  First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Fort  Worth,  Texas,  for  several  years  before 
resigning  recently,  has  become  the  eighth 
woman  to  file  suit  against  the  church’s  former 
pastor,  Barry  Bailey.  Her  suit  alleges  that  for¬ 
mer  ministerial  members  of  that  church's  staff 
and  two  bishops,  John  Russell  (retired)  and  Joe 
Wilson,  who  heads  the  church's  Central  Texas 
regional  conference,  knew  about  Mr.  Bailey's 
alleged  sexual  misconduct  and  did  nothing  about 
it.  Seven  other  women  earlier  filed  suit  against 
Mr.  Bailey.  He  has  surrendered  his  ministerial 
Credentials  but  has  denied  all  accusations. 

EXCITED  CAMPER:  Seven-year-old  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Russell  Dennis  of  Washington, 
D.C.,  was  so  excited  about  his  participation  in  the 

1994  Youth  School  of  Music  Camp  at  Gulfside 
United  Methodist  Assembly  in  Wat  eland. 
Miss.,  he  submitted  a  story  about  his  experience  to 
American  Airlines.  American  published  the  story 
in  a  recent  issue  of  American  Way  magazine. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Interfaith  TV  airs  new 


By  DANIEL  R.  GANGLER 

Associate  Editor 


NEW  YORK  CITY— United 
Methodist  pastor  and  gourmet  chef 
the  Rev.  Jeff  Smith  of  Seattle  will 
be  one  of  two  new  entrees  served 
on  the  Faith  &  Values  Channel  now 
available  to  23.8  million  American 
households  through  cable  televi¬ 
sion. 


Mr.  Smith,  whose  Frugal 
Gourmet  books  and  cable  televi¬ 
sion  series  have  made  him  a  popu¬ 
lar  chef,  will  offer  a  weekly  Keep¬ 
ing  ■ the  Feast  television  series 
beginning  in  October,  according  to 
Portia  E.  Badham,  director  of 
media  and  public  relations  for  the 
New  York-based  Vision  Interfaith 
Satellite  Network,  known  as  VISN. 

Mr.  Smith  will  "combine  food 
and  theology,  offering  cooking 
lessons  woven  around  discussions 
of  religious  observances  and  food," 
said  Ms.  Badham. 

Keeping  the  Feast  will  show 
how  food  shaped  the  lives  of  bibli¬ 
cal  figures,  discuss  food  as  a  means 
of  passing  on  traditions  and  cultur¬ 
al  identity  and  how  to  let  one's  own 
creativity  flow  through  feast,  she 
said. 


Bible  quiz  show 

"The  Faith  &  Values  Channel 
will  also  introduce  in  October  a 
Bible  quiz  show  called  Inspiration 
Please  hosted  by  actor,  comedian 
and  committed 
Christian 
Robert  Lee," 
said  Ms.  Bad¬ 
ham.  “Contes¬ 
tants  are  being 
auditioned  in 
our  studio  this 
summer."  The 
network's 
printed  guide 
says  the  30- 
minute  show 
will  be  "a  lighthearted  but  informa¬ 
tive  Bible  quiz  show  to  test  the  wit, 
wisdom  and  biblical  literacy  of  stu¬ 
dio  contestants."  Two  teams  of  stu¬ 
dio  guests  will  compete  for  top 


Robert  G.  Lee 


honors  on  the  show. 

The  VISN  staff  hopes  these  two 
fall  offerings  will  boost  the  net¬ 
work’s  slow  yet  steady  growth  in 
the  crowded  but  expanding  cable 
TV  industry.  VISN  has  moved 


PHOTO  COURTESY  OF  VISN 

Frugal  Gourmet's  Jeff  Smith,  an  ordained  United  Methodist 
minister,  hosts  a  new  cooking  show  Keeping  The  Feast  which 
debuts  in  October  on  The  Faith  &  Values  Channel. 


from  6.5  million  households  acces¬ 
sible  in  December  1990  to  23.8 
million  households,  according  to 
the  Rev.  Bob  Bonnot,  director  of 
community  relations. 

Steady  patterns  of  growth 

"We've  had  steady  patterns  of 
growth  and  development.  We 
haven't  experienced  retrogression 
but  have  experienced  plateaus 
reflected  by  the  cable  industry." 

He  said  the  1992  Federal,  Cable 
Re-regulation  Law,  which  allowed 
local  programming  to  preempt 
national  programming  such  as 
VISN,  "paralyzed  the  industry  and 
growth  stopped." 

During  the  same  year  the 


National  Interfaith  Cable  Coali¬ 
tion,  which  owns  VISN.  agreed  to 
a  channel-sharing  arrangement 
with  the  ACTS  cable  network 
owned  by  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention's  Radio  and  TV  Com¬ 
mission  based  in  Fort  Worth. 
Texas.  The  13-million-household 
VISN  network  combined  with  the 
6-million-household  ACTS  net¬ 
work  to  form  the  Faith  &  Values 
Channel. 

Unlike  broadcast  TV,  cable  TV  is 
rated  by  the  number  of  households 
connected  to  cable  system  operators. 
Individual  program  viewer  ratings 
are  becoming  more  common  in  the 
cable  industry,  but  Faith  &  Values  is 
only  beginning  to  use  them,  accord¬ 


shows  this  fall 


ing  to  Ms.  Badham. 

According  to  Father  Bonnot, 
VISN’s  current  growth  has  been 
spurred  by  the  Federal  Communi¬ 
cations  Commission's  Going  For¬ 
ward  Rule.  The  rule,  approved  in 
December  1994,  allowed  cable 
operators  to  add  seven  channels. 

Unique  in  cable  industry 

VISN  is  unique  to  the  cable  indus¬ 
try.  Unlike  its  chief  competitors.  Trin¬ 
ity  Broadcasting  and  the  Roman 
Catholic-oriented  Eternal  Word  Tele¬ 
vision  Network,  VISN  is  owned  by 
a  coalition  of  64  denominations  and 
faith  groups  from  the  Protestant,  Jew¬ 
ish,  Roman  Catholic  and  Eastern 
Orthodox  traditions. 

The  United  Methodist  Church 
has  nine  programs  on  VISN  (see 
listing). 

“We  are  the  only  religion  chan¬ 
nel  that  asks  the  cable  operators  to 
pay,”  said  Father  Bonnot.  Opera¬ 
tors  pay  up  to  3  cents  per  house¬ 
hold  to  carry  the  Faith  &  Values 
Channel. 

Since  its  beginning  in  1988  with 
major  funding  from  Denver-based 
Tele-Communications  Inc.  (TCI), 
VISN  has  lobbied  with  local  cable 
operators  nationwide  for  inclusion 
on  their  systems  by  using  pastors, 
councils  of  churches  and  minister¬ 
ial  associations. 

This  grassroots  effort  is  support¬ 
ed  by  three  regional  associates 
based  in  Los  Angeles,  Chicago  and 
Boston. 

Father  Bonnot  said  he  spends 
about  half  of  his  time  on  the  road 
showing  religious  leaders  how  to 
place  the  Faith  and  Value  Channel. 
VISN  negotiates  with  individual 
operators  and  contracts  with  1 ,43 1 
operators  covering  all  50  states  in 
around  5.000  communities. 

Nelson  Price,  president  and 
CEO  of  VISN,  told  the  Reporter 
that  VISN  is  negotiating  with  TCI. 
He  plans  to  make  an  announcement 
this  summer  about  the  future  of  the 
Faith  &  Values  Channel.  Mr.  Price 
was  formerly  head  of  public  media 
for  United  Methodist  Communica¬ 
tions  in  New  York. 

For  more  information  about  the 
Faith  &  Values  Channel  and  how  to 
bring  the  channel  to  a  local  cable 
system ,  contact:  Beverly  Judge,  74 
Trinity  Place,  Suite  1810,  New  York, 
NY  10018  or  phone  (212)  602-9622. 


UM  programs  on 
'Faith  &  Values' 
cable  television: 

July  through  September  1995 

Alternative  Views  Live  with 
the  Rev.  D.  L.  Dykes  Jr„  David 
Stone  and  studio  guests,  offering 
practical  application  to  social 
issues.  Live  on  Sundays,  8:30  to 
9  a.m.  Repeated  Wednesdays  at 
8:30  a.m.  (Eastern  Time*). 

Worship  from  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Pasadena, 
Calif,  with  the  Rev.  George 
Mann,  senior  pastor.  Sundays, 
2:30  to  3  p.m.  Repeated  Fridays 
at  8  a.m.  (ET). 

First  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Houston  with  the  Rev.  William 
H.  Hinson,  senior  pastor.  Sundays. 
5:30  to  6  p.m.  (ET). 

Faces  on  Faith  is  a  program  of 
conversations  with  noted  guests 
who  respond  candidly  to  questions 
of  belief  and  meaning.  Sundays, 
6:30  to  7  p.m.  Repeated  Wednes¬ 
days  at  2:30  p.m.  (ET). 

Methodist  Hour  with  the  Rev. 
John  Ed  Mathison,  senior  minis¬ 
ter,  Frazer  Memorial  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Mont¬ 
gomery,  Ala.  Mondays,  10  to  11 
p.m.  (ET). 

Perspective:  Faith  In  Our  Times 
with  the  Rev.  Dick  Nesmith  who  is 
joined  by  a  variety  of  guests  for 
commentary  on  religious  and 
social  issues.  Tuesdays,  7  to  7:30 
p.m.  Repeated  Thursdays  at  8:30 
a.m.  (ET). 

Why  We  Care  is  a  series  telling 
stories  of  people  caring  for  oth¬ 
ers.  Tuesdays,  7.30  to  8  p.m. 
Repeated  Thursdays  at  2:30  p.m. 
(ET). 

Scripture  Alive!  covers  the 
influences  of  Scripture  on  con¬ 
temporary  issues,  events  and  cul¬ 
ture.  Fridays,  2  to  2:30  p.m. 
Repeated  Sundays  at  2  a.m.  and 
Wednesdays  at  7  a.m.  (ET). 

Lawson  Live  with  the  Rev.  Jim 
Lawson  who  is  joined  by  guests 
and  call-in  viewers  in  dialogue 
on  contemporary  social  and  reli¬ 
gious  issues.  Live  call-in  on  Fri¬ 
days,  Midnight  to  12:30  a.m. 
(ET). 

*A//  times  listed  in  Eastern  Time. 


Teacher  doesn't  let  visual  impairment  keep  her  from  Sunday  school 


PHOTO  COURTESY  OF  BILL  SANFORD 


MERCED,  Calif.— Sunday  school  teacher  Helen  Schneider  reads 
from  her  Braille  lesson  book  as  two  younger  members  of  her  class 
at  the  Merced  (Calif.)  United  Methodist  Church  listen. 


By  BILL  SANFORD 

MERCED.  Calif. — The  combined 
first-second  grade  Sunday  school 
class  at  the  Merced  (Calif.)  United 
Methodist  Church  is  unusual  because 
the  teacher  can't  see. 

But  despite  the  major  challenge  of 
blindness,  Helen  Schneider  handles 
her  assignment  very  ably.  A  number 


of  factors  enable  her  to  succeed  at 
what  many  sighted  people  would  be 
loath  to  attempt. 

She  brings  to  her  classroom  years 
of  public  school  teaching  experience. 
She  retired  with  34  years  of  service 
in  1989.  She  also  knows  children 
from  the  perspective  of  being  a  moth¬ 
er  and  grandmother. 

She  has  a  sighted  assistant  teacher 


in  the  person  of  Max  Greene. 

Ms.  Schneider  also  brings  musical 
gifts  to  the  classroom.  She  began 
piano  lessons  as  a  nine-year-old  and, 
for  a  time  in  college,  was  a  music 
major  at  United  Methodist-related 
University  of  the  Pacific  in  Stockton, 
Calif. 

Recently  her  pastor  asked  her  if  she 
played  by  ear,  which  she  does  in  the 


ordinary  use  of  the  phrase,  but  she 
replied  "No.  I  use  my  hands  just  like 
everyone  else." 

She  reads  Braille  readily  and  has 
Braille  Christian  education  materials 
to  read  thanks  to  the  work  of  the  Trin¬ 
ity  Braille  Ministry  [see  end  of  arti¬ 
cle  for  address). 

Each  month  she  receives  by  mail 
Braille  renderings  of  both  the  chil¬ 
dren's  and  teacher's  curriculum  mate¬ 
rial. 

Sometimes  she  has  the  children 
read  material  in  the  printed  lesson 
books  while  she  reads  the  same  words 
from  the  Braille  script  resting  on  her 
lap.  Her  students  say  that  they  are 
amazed  at  her  ability.  And,  according 
to  Ms.  Schneider,  they  listen  more 
attentively  than  she  remembers  the 
public  school  children  listening  back 
when  she  was  sighted. 

She  has  a  guide  dog  named  Foxie. 
a  female  Golden  Retriever.  Ms. 
Schneider  and  Foxie  have  been  insep¬ 
arable  since  they  trained  together  in 
the  summer  of  1 990. 

The  children  enjoy  Foxie's  pres¬ 
ence  in  the  classroom,  and  if  Foxie 
chooses  to  take  a  nap  during  the  les¬ 
son,  Ms.  Schneider  doesn't  notice  and 
isn't  troubled. 

This  intrepid  instructor  was  born 
in  Winnipeg.  Canada,  and  moved  to 
California  in  1938.  At  the  age  of  15 
she  struggled  with  polio  and  virtually 
had  to  relearn  how  to  walk. 


Are  your  seniors  tired  of 
crawling  over  the  HUMP? 

The  solution—  15  passen¬ 
ger  van  w/  an  aide, 
raised  roof,  electric  step. 

Call  1-800-330-3622 
Tri-State  Van  &  Bus  Sales 


After  teaching  in  public  schools  for 
several  years,  she  traveled  to  Ger¬ 
many  in  1 960  to  see  the  Oberammer- 
gau  Passion  Play. 

More  consequential  than  the  pas¬ 
sion  play  was  meeting  in  Munich  the 
man  who  two  years  later  became  her 
husband.  They  recently  celebrated 
their  33rd  wedding  anniversary  and 
have  two  grown  sons  and  one  daugh¬ 
ter. 

Ms.  Schneider  recalls  being  trou¬ 
bled  with  night  blindness  even  as  a 
teenager;  however,  27  years  ago  she 
was  given  a  name  for  her  mounting 
visual  problems:  retinitis  pigmentosa. 

She  was  on  the  threshold  of  total 
blindness  during  the  last  several  years 
of  teaching  in  the  public  schools. 


Bible  Software  Clearance 

Entire  Bible  DOS(BBIO),  Strongs., Hebrew  &  Greek  lexicons 
topic  cross  references.  $19  (Scholars  edition  avail.) 

Wlndow$(BB20)/MAC(BB50):Entire  Bible, topic  crossref.. 
bible  diet.,  Henry's  commentary.  $28  (Scholars  edition  avail.) 

CD-ROM  (B860):HAS  EVERYTHING!  19  Bible  versions. 


plus  games,  dipart,  &  much  more.  Wlndows/DOS/MAC  $68 
Add  $6  S&H,  Call  NOW  24hr.800  991-3004  ext.114  or  send 
check  to:  Harvest  Ministries,  Box  6304,  Olympia  WA  98502 


Upon  retirement  she  faced  her  cir¬ 
cumstances  with  a  resolve  born  out  of 
a  desire  to  maintain  as  much  indepen¬ 
dence  as  possible. 

In  1990  she  applied  to  Guidedogs 
for  the  Blind  in  San  Rafael,  Calif.,  for 
a  guide  dog.  The  agency  delivered  a 
trained  dog  which  cost  the  agency 
$19,000.  No  charge  is  made  to  the 
recipient. 

In  1991  she  began  the  study  of 
Braille  by  means  of  a  correspondence 
course  offered  by  the  Hadley  School 
for  the  Blind  in  Winnetka,  Ill.  Later 
she  received  local  tutoring  to  help  her 
become  more  proficient. 

Today  she  enjoys  such  things  as  the 
Reader's  Digest  in  Braille.  Five  large 
volumes  equals  one  monthly  issue. 
She  also  makes  regular  use  of  her 
seven-volume  United  Methodist 
Hymnal. 

The  Trinity  Braille  Ministry  may  be 
contacted  at  3104  W.  Glendale  Ave., 
Phoenix,  AZ  85051  or  call  (605)  973- 
1415.  Mr.  Sanford  is  a  retired  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  United  Methodist  Califor- 
nia-Nevada  Annual  Conference  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church. 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  S 1 .40  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  in¬ 
sertion,  S28.00  minimum  charge  for  up  to  20 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC:  To  give 

leadership  and  vision  for  the  total  music  pro- 

people  and  travel  free.  10  days/9  nights.  Only 
51795.00  per  person.  (800)  334-4754. 

words  to  insert  our  contact  information.  Cash 
must  accompany  order  except  on  contract  ad¬ 
vertising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in  ad- 

resume  and  references  to:  Miles  Godbey,  St. 
John’s  United  Methodist  Church,  1200  Old  Pe¬ 
cos  Trail,  Santa  Fe,  NM  87501.  Application 
deadline  August  1. 

BIBLE  STORYTELLER:  FRANK  JONES.  High- 

energy,  low-key,  solid  content,  contemporary  lan¬ 
guage/setting,  lotsa  fun.  2210  Maplewood, 
Conway,  Arkansas  72032,  (501)  450-7988. 

approval  process.  We  schedule  two  weeks  in  ad¬ 
vance  of  an  issue  date 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC.  FULL-TIME.  Cokes- 

bury  UMC,  Pensacola,  Florida.  A  growing  1200- 

’DO  YOU  WANT  TO  ADOPT  A  BABY?” 

Methodist  Mission  Home/San  Antonio  now  ac- 

DYNAMIC  900-MEMBER  COUNTY-SEAT 

handbell  choir.  Competitive  salary  with  full  bene- 
fits.  Send  resume  to:  Search  Committee,  Cokes- 
bury  UMC.  5725  N.  Ninth  Ave.,  Pensacola,  FL 
32504,  or  call:  Rev.  Neil  McDavid  at  (904)  476- 
5818. 

dents  call  (2 1 0)  696-702 1  for  information. 

time  person  to  assume  primary  responsibilities 
for  ministry  to  youth.  Additional  responsibil¬ 
ities  could  include  singles  ministry,  missions, 
and  family  life.  We  are  a  growing  church  that 
desires  to  build  a  strong  team  that  will  provide 
leadership  and  continuity  into  the  new  century. 
Salary  and  benefit  package  commensurate  with 
experience.  Send  your  resume  to:  Calhoun  First 
UMC,  P.O.  Box  517,  Calhoun.  GA  30703.  Attn: 
Tom  Kerr  or  call  (706)  629-8949  for  further  in¬ 
formation. 

SMOKIE  MOUNTAINS  NEAR  LAKE  Juna- 

luska.  Affordable  efficiencies.  Incomparable 
view.  $190  per  week.  Mountain  View  Guest 
House,  P.O.  Box  1096,  Waynesville,  NC  28786. 
(704)  627-9507. 

CONTROLLER.  Assistant  Treasurer/Controller 

needed  for  large  non-profit  religious  organiza¬ 
tion.  Bachelor's  degree  in  accounting  required. 
CPA  preferred.  Candidates  should  be  knowledge¬ 
able  of  non-profit  fund  accounting  and  GAAP. 
Previous  experience  in  a  non-profit  setting  a  plus. 
Knowledge  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
helpful.  Good  people  skills  needed.  Salary 
$38,194  plus  cash  housing  allowance  of  approxi¬ 
mately  $8,000  and  other  benefits.  Send  resume  to 
Dr.  William  R.  Johnson,  Treasurer,  Iowa  Annual 
Conference  of  the  United  Methodist  Church, 
1019  Chestnut  Street.  Des  Moines,  IA  50309. 
Deadline  for  receipt  of  resumes  is  July  31. 

SEE  THE  GREAT  PASSION  PLAY  in  Eureka 

Springs.  Ark.!  $31  pkg  for  groups  now  includes 
the  best  (S 1 3.00)  tickets,  plus  lodging  and  meals! 
Where  one  call  does  it  all:  Keller's  Country  Dorm 
Resort.  (501)  253-8418.  1 

WE  BUY  AND  SELL  CHURCH  VANS  and  bus- 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRY/FINE 

Arts  needed  for  growing,  seeker  sensitive 
church  in  west  Texas.  Candidate  will  provide 
oversight  and  direction  for  a  comprehensive 
music  ministry,  including  adult  choirs/ensem¬ 
bles,  youth  choirs,  and  graded  children's  choirs, 
various  instrumental  groups  and  handbell 
choirs.  Additional  responsibilities  include  de¬ 
veloping  drama  and  multi-media  capabilities  to 
support  both  traditional  and  contemporary 
worship.  Applicants  should  possess  a  compati¬ 
ble  vision,  strong  people  skills,  and  a  passion 
for  worship  excellence.  Resumes  may  be  faxed 
to  (915)  337-8690  or  sent  to:  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  415  N.  Lee.  Odessa,  TX 
7976 1 ,  Attn.  Staff  Parish  Relations  Committee. 

es.  We  specialize  in  used  1 5  passenger  vans.  Trin¬ 
ity  Transportation,  1-800-295-0390. 

ESTES  PARK,  COLORADO.  All-new,  two-bed¬ 

room  cottages  along  the  river,  with  fireplaces, 
decks,  and  kitchens.  Open  year-round.  Mountain 
Haven  Inn  and  Cottages.  (970)  586-2864. 

SPAIN,  PORTUGAL,  MOROCCO,  October  5- 

18.  1995,  $2,095.  Observe  the  intersection  of  the 

3  great  monotheistic  religions.  Experienced  lead¬ 
ership.  Free  brochure.  Dr.  Cecil  Pottieger,  P.O. 
Box  3371,  Frederick,  MD  21705.  (301)  696-8370. 

CALIFORNIA  PLAN  OF  CHURCH  Finance 
specializing  in  church  bonds,  church  notes,  and 
in  arranging  bank  loans.  Call  Chester  Reid  1-800- 
333-9893.  J 

POSITION  VACANCY  FOR  YOUTH  Minister 
at  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Athens.  GA. 
Application  package  should  include  resume  and 
references,  to  be  contacted,  mailed  to:  Dr.  Claire 
C.  Swann,  Chair,  Search  and  Screen  Committee 
for  Youth  Minister,  FUMC,  P.O.  Box  1 109,  Ath¬ 
ens,  GA  30603. 

VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS?  WORSHIP  AT 

First  Methodist.  3401  Canal  Street.  Dr.  Ken 
Jones,  pastor.  Classes:  10:00  a.m.  Worship:  1 1:00 
a.m.  (504)  488-0856.  ! 

DIRECTOR  OF  MISSIONARY  PERSONNEL 

position  available.  The  Mission  Society  for 
United  Methodists.  Responsible  for  missionary 
recruitment  and  screening,  and  management  of 
missionary  member  relations.  Reply  with  re¬ 
sume  to:  Dick  McClain,  P.O.  Box  1 103,  Deca¬ 
tur,  GA  30031.  Fax:  (404)  378-3547. 

COMPUTER  SYSTEMS  MANAGER.  Comput¬ 

er  systems  manager  needed  for  large  non-profit 
religious  organization.  The  computer  systems 
manager  will  supervise,  manage,  and  support  the 
organization’s  computer  system.  Bachelor's  de¬ 
gree  in  computer  science  or  related  field  required. 
Knowledge  of  UNIX  and  Oracle  in  a  network 

MINISTER/DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  Edu¬ 

cation.  The  United  Methodist  Church  of  Merced, 
California,  a  thriving  church  located  in  Merced, 
seat  of  county  government  and  a  community  col- 

ORGANIST.  PART-TIME  FOR  LARGE 

church  in  northeast  Texas  with  a  32  rank 
Moller  pipe  organ.  Send  resume  to:  Ken  Reid, 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  707, 
Longview,  TX  75606-0707. 

seeking  a  full-time  Minister  or  Director  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Education  to  oversee  the  Christian  education 
program  with  special  emphasis  on  youth/young 
adult  and  small  group  ministry.  The  church  is  an 
active  church  of  600  members,  260  average  Sun- 

PCs  with  Windows  needed.  Knowledge  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  helpful.  Good  people 
skills  a  necessity.  Some  overnight  travel  required. 
Salary  $38,194  plus  cash  housing  allowance  of 
approximately  $8,000  and  other  benefits.  Send 
resume  to  Dr.  William  R.  Johnson.  Treasurer, 
Iowa  Annual  Conference  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church.  1019  Chestnut  Street,  Des  Moines,  IA 
50309.  Deadline  for  receipt  of  resumes  is  July  31. 

CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  DIRECTOR  to  fo¬ 

cus  upon  children’s  ministries,  nursery,  train¬ 
ing  teachers,  Sunday  School,  Kids  Club.  Baby 
Boomer,  evangelical,  spirit-filled,  exciting 
church  averaging  600  with  3  contemporary  wor¬ 
ship  services.  Applicant  should  have  experience 
in  a  church  our  size  or  greater.  Approximate 
salary  is  $35,000  and  he/she  must  be  a  team 
player.  Send  resume  to:  Washington  Crossing 
UMC,  1895  Wrightstown  Rd.,  Washington 
Crossing,  PA  189/7. 

day  worship  attendance,  and  includes  a  congrega¬ 
tion  of  Hmong  refugees  from  Laos.  General 
qualifications:  Bachelor’s  degree  with  certifica¬ 
tion  or  experience  in  Christian  education. 
Grounded  in  personal  faith,  committed  to  Jesus 
Christ.  Enthusiasm  for  working  with  youth.  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  preferred.  Please  send  resumes  be¬ 
fore  September  1,  1995  to,  or  make  further 
inquiries  to:  Douglas  Norris,  Pastor,  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Merced,  899  Yosemite  Park 
Way,  Merced,  CA  95340. 

POSITION  AVAILABLE.  The  National  Council 

of  Churches  is  accepting  applications  for  the  po¬ 
sition  of  Unit  Director/Deputy  General  Secretary 
for  Church  World  Service  and  Witness.  This  is  a 
key  leadership  post  as  senior  staff  administrator 
which,  works  with  the  General  Secretary  in  pro¬ 
viding  leadership  and  direction  for  the  Church 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR  FOR  THE  GROWING 

youth  ministry  of  1500-member  FUMC,  501 
W.  4th.  Joplin,  MO  64801.  Compensation 
package  to  $30,000  Phone  (417)  623-2796,  Fax 
(417)623-2767. 

DIRECTOR  OF  NEW  AFTER  SCHOOL  pro¬ 

gram  at  600  +  member  suburban  Dallas  congre¬ 
gation.  Approximately  20  hours  per  week. 
Contact:  Rev.  Don  Yeager,  First  UMC,  P.O.  Box 

6.  Lancaster.  TX  75146.  (2 14)  227-1554. 

World  Service  and  Witness  Unit  and  the  Nation¬ 
al  Council  as  a  whole.  Please  send  resume  by  July 
20,  1995,  to  the  NCC  Office  of  Human  Re¬ 
sources,  475  Riverside  Drive,  Room  520,  New 
York,  NY  10115. 
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WHAT  CAN 
I  DO  TO  HELP 
MY  CHURCH? 

There  are  many  important  questions  in 
life.  During  this  new  conference  year,  let 
us  ponder  some  of  life's  important  ques¬ 
tions.  An  essential  question  for  clergy  and 
laity  to  ponder  is,  "What  can  I  do  to  help 
my  church?" 

During  a  recent  pastorate,  I  placed  the  following  in  the  church 
bulletin: 

More  and  more,  our  church  members  are  inquiring,  "What  can  I 
do  to  help  my  church?"  Some  of  our  more  recent  inquirers  have 
decided  that  "I  can  help  my  church  by:" 

-Driving  the  church  van  on  Sundays,  transferring  persons  to  and 
from  worship  services 

-Leading  worship  services  or  rendering  special  music  during  the 
same 

-Visiting  homes  in  the  church  vicinity 

-Counseling  church  members  and  others 

—Serving  on  steering  committees  for  special  observances 

-Assuming  leadership  of  vacant  church  offices 

—Overseeing  and  updating  exterior  and  interior  bulletin  boards 

—Joining  church  groups  and  auxiliaries 

—Giving  monies  for  an  ornamental  iron  fence,  a  church  road  sign, 
benevolences,  scholarship  breakfasts,  and  the  Hungry  and 
Homeless  Ministry 

Churches  that  are  really  on  the  move  for  Christ  are  churches 
where  clergy  and  laity  continually  ask,  "What  can  I  do  to  help  my 
church?" 

"We're  all  in  the  same  boat;  all  we  have  to  do  is  paddle." 

Bishop  William  B.  Oden  has  invited  various  conference  leaders  to  share 
ta  message  in  his  column  space  during  the  summer  months. 


Rev.  Leslie  P.  Norris 
D.S.  Baton  Rouge 


Several  members  of  the  Louisiana  Conference  recently  attended  a  seminar  on 
Contemporary  Worship  in  the  21st  Century  held  at  Lake  Junaluska,  NC.  The  semi¬ 
nar  focused  on  alternative  worship  styles  incuding  seeker  services,  seeker-friendly 
worship  services,  prayer  and  praise  services,  praise  and  worship  gatherings  and 
traditional  services  incorporating  more  contemporary  elements.  Over  200  people 
attended  the  event  presented  by  the  Divinity  School  at  Duke  University.  Pictured  (I 
to  r)  are  Lorris  Wimberly,  Becky  Wimberly,  Frank  Akin,  Martin  W.  Corie,  Julie 
Deschner  and  John  Deschner. 


Dr.  Merlin  Merrill  appears  in  the 
lead  role  of  a  skit  entitled  "St. 
John  Speaks  for  Himself,"  which 
he  performed  for  several  church¬ 
es  and  charges  in  the  confer¬ 
ence.  In  this  story,  he  shows 
how  a  vindictive,  self-seeking 
"Son  of  Thunder"  was  led  by  the 
Lord  step-by-step  to  become  the 
Disciple  of  Love.  He  concludes 
by  saying,  "I  have  seen  Jesus  do 
the  miracles,  but  the  greatest 
one  for  me  was  in  the  transfor¬ 
mation  of  my  own  life;  and  what 
he  has  done  for  me,  he  will  do 
for  anyone  who  will  give  Him  the 
chance." 


Needy  Nook  clothes  children  of  community 


Needy  Nook  Coordinator  Pat  Wood  straightens 
and  sorts  items  in  the  little  building  located  in 
the  Asbury  UMC  parking  lot. 


Jesus  said,  "Let  the  little  children 
come  to  me."  (Luke  18:16)  And 
Asbury  UMC,  Lafayette,  is  echoing 
his  words  with  a  clothing  ministry 
that  served  nearly  500  underpriv- 
iledged  children  last  year  alone. 

Asbury's  Needy  Nook  is  an 
unassuming  little  building  at  the  far 
end  of  a  parking  lot  at  the  church. 
But  its  size  belies  the  huge  nature 
of  its  mission  in  the  Lafayette  area. 

"We  devote  ourselves  to  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  the  community,  infant 
through  teenager,  regardless  of  race 
or  religious  preference.  They  don't 
have  to  be  Methodist,  they  just 
have  to  need  help,"  said  coordinator 
Pat  Wood. 

The  Needy  Nook,  in  operation 
since  1968,  grew  out  of  an  United 
Methodist  Women  circle  at  Asbury 
that  wanted  to  develop  an  organized 
means  of  helping  those  who  came 
to  the  church  in  need. 

Over  the  years,  it  has  come  to 
specialize  in  only  children's  cloth¬ 
ing  and  has  gained  quite  a  reputa¬ 
tion  for  its  devotion. 

"All  of  the  welfare  and  other 
social  action  agencies  in  Lafayette 
know  about  us,"  Wood  continued. 

Those  agencies  refer  their  clients 


to  the  Needy  Nook.  The  demand  is 
so  great  that  "walk-ins"  cannot  be 
accepted.  People  must  contact  the 
church  office  to  schedule  an 
appointment  for  their  children  to 
select  a  wardrobe.  Times  are  often 
booked  two  months  in  advance. 

One  reason  for  the  Nook's  great 
popularity  is  that,  along  with  the 
used  clothing  items  donated  by 
Asbury  members,  it  offers  some 
new  items  for  the  children. 

In  their  wardrobes,  the  children 
receive  a  pair  of  school  shoes,  two 
pair  of  underwear  and  two  pair  of 
socks— all  new. 

"For  many  of  the  kids,  owning 
something  new  is  a  rare  treat— those 
shoes  especially,"  Wood  said. 

Funds  for  the  new  items  come 
primarily  from  a  huge  garage  sale 
Asbury  holds  every  year  in  March, 
along  with  a  quarterly  allocation 
from  the  church  and  individual  con¬ 
tributions.  "Our  church  is  very  sup¬ 
portive  of  the  Needy  Nook."  she 
continued. 

Also  very  important,  none  of  the 
used  clothing  is  issued  in  disrepair. 

"We  don’t  send  out  anything  with 
a  hem  out  or  a  button  missing." 
Wood  emphasized. 


Since  1968,  the 
Needy  Nook  has 
served  the 
Lafayette  com¬ 
munity.  These 
days,  it  focuses 
exclusively  on 
children's  cloth¬ 
ing,  last  year  pro¬ 
viding  wardrobes 
to  nearly  500 
young  people, 
infant  through 
teenager. 


For  boys,  those  other 
components  of  a  wardrobe 
include  two  to  three  pair  of 
jeans  or  slacks  (plus  shorts  in 
the  summer),  four  nice  shirts, 
and  t-shirts  as  well.  Girls' 
wardrobes  will  also  have  two 
dresses  or  one  dress  and  a 
skirt  and  blouse  set,  if  they 
desire. 

All  children  receive  a 
jacket,  a  sweater,  belts,  caps, 
pajamas  and  anything  else 
that's  available,  such  as  a 
purse  for  girls. 

"We  try  to  give  them  a 
basic  wardrobe  they  can 
wear  to  school  each  day," 

Wood  remarked. 

Clients  may  schedule  an 
appointment  to  be  outfitted 
every  six  months. 

The  children  are  allowed 
to  pick  out  their  own  cloth¬ 
ing.  and  the  teenagers  can  be 
fairly  choosy.  Wood  said. 

Appointments  at  the  Nook 
may  run  anywhere  from  30 
minutes  to  an  hour  as  clients 
select  clothes  and  try  them 
on  to  make  sure  they  are  a 
good  fit. 

One  reason  the  Nook's 
schedule  book  is  so  full  is  it 
can  only  open  two  days  a  week 

Four  volunteer  crews  operate  the 
Nook  on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday 
afternoons  and  Wednesday  and 
Thursday  mornings. 

A  fifth  crew  stocks  the  Nook  on 
Mondays. 

It  is  imperative  that  parents  bring 
their  children  with  them  to  try  on 
clothing.  Wood  said,  because  the 
need  in  the  community  is  so  great, 
the  Nook  cannot  afford  to  send  out 
items  that  might  not  fit  a  child  and 
not  be  put  to  good  use. 


And  though,  because  of  space 
constraints,  the  Nook  only  handles 
children's  clothes.  Wood  still 
requests  donations  of  adult  cloth¬ 
ing,  because  many  teens  need  larger 
sizes. 

Any  unused  items  will  be  passed 
along  to  the  Salvation  Army, 
Goodwill  or  other  organizations 
that  handle  adult  clothing.  Nothing 
is  wasted.  Wood  emphasized. 

"Everything  that  comes  to  us— if 
we  do  not  keep  it— goes  somewhere 
to  be  put  to  use." 


Two  from  Louisiana  Conference  attend  Class  Leader  Institute 


Thecla  St.  Romain,  Pastor,  and 
Celeste  Stephenson,  Class  Leader, 
of  the  Melville  UMC  recently 
attended  the 
First  Annual 
Class  Leader 
Institute  held  at 
Wesley 
Theological 
Seminary  in 
Washington, 

D.C. 

The  Institute  Rev.  St.  Romain 
was  a  call  to 

the  Methodist  roots.  Presentations 
consisted  of  "Faith  and  Works:  The 


Seeker,  and  the  Way  of  Salvation," 
"The  Role  of  Covenant 
Discipleship  Groups  in  the 
Congregation,"  "The  Office  of 
Class  Leader,"  "Lay  Leadership  in 
Church  History:  Recurring 
Opportunities,"  "Class  Leaders, 
Past  and  Present."  "The  Pastoral 
Duties  of  a  Class  Leader,"  "How 
can  Clergy  and  Class  Leaders  Work 
Together?"  and  "Class  Leaders  and 
The  United  Methodist  Connection: 
Possibilities  and  Projections." 

Presenters  and  moderators  were 
Bishop  Hae  Jong  Kim  from  New 
York,  Dr.  David  L.  Watson,  Ted  A. 


Campbell.  Phyllis  Tyler- Wayman, 
Carol  Ploch,  Kendall  Soulen,  to 
name  a  few. 

Although  the  office  of  Class 
Leader  disappeared  from  our  Book 
of  Discipline  in  1939,  Bishop  Kim 
stated  that  neither  this  office,  nor 
the  Covenant  Discipleship  Groups 
were  ever  discontinued  from  his 
home  church  in  Korea.  In  1988. 
through  his  efforts,  the  Classes, 
Class  Leaders,  and  Class  Meetings 
were  reinstated  in  the  Book  of 
Discipline  under  para  269. 

Under  the  direction  of  Bishop 
Kim  and  Dr.  Watson  the  Institute 
accomplished  its  goal  of  introduc¬ 
ing  clergy  and  lay  people  to  the 
powerful,  but  almost  forgotten, 
form  of  leadership  in  the  church  - 
"Class  Leaders."  Thecla  and 
Celeste,  plus  the  additional  103 
who  attended  the  Institute,  learned 
that  a  Class  Leader  is  not  the  adult 
Sunday  School  leader  of  today. 
This  position  in  the  church  is  much 
older  and  comes  from  our 
Methodist  roots.  It  is  an  office 
which  involves  the  sharing  of  pas¬ 
toral  responsibility  in  the  life  of  the 
church.  Because  of  this  shared 
responsibility  there  were  only 


Pastoral  Teams  who  were  able  to 
attend.  Each  pastoral  team  had  to 
include  the  pastor  and  one  or  two 
laypersons. 

In  order  to  develop  the  office  of 
class  leader  within  a  congregation, 
it  is  essential  to  have  covenant  dis¬ 
cipleship  groups  functioning  within 
the  congregation  (first).  These  are 
groups  of  two  to  seven  people  who 
meet  weekly  for  one  hour  to  hold 
each  other  mutually  accountable. 
The  members  watch  over  each 
other  in  love  around  a  mutually 
agreed-upon  covenant  balanced 
among  the  needs  for  justice,  com¬ 
passion,  worship,  and  devotion. 
Their  method  of  watching  over 
each  other  in  love  is  an  adaptation 
of  the  early  Methodist  class  meet¬ 
ing  of  Wesley's  day. 

Every  class  leader  is  to  be  in  a 
covenant  discipleship  group, 
though  not  everyone  in  the 
covenant  group  will  be  a  class 
leader.  Taken  from  Guidelines  for 
Leading  Your  Church  Class  Leader 
-  page  8. 

The  book  Covenant  Discipleship 
by  David  Lowes  Watson  clearly 
defines  the  dynamics  involved  in 
starting  Covenant  Discipleship 


Groups.  It  gives  the  "How"  and 
"'Why."  A  follow-up  to  this  insti¬ 
tute  will  be  held  at  the  Scarritt 
Bennett  Center  in  conjunction  with 
the  General  Board  of  Discipleship 
of  the  UMC  and  Wesley 
Theological  Seminary.  It  will  not 
be  an  introduction  so  much  as  the 
second  part  of  a  two-part  series. 
The  focus  will  be  on  four  themes: 
justice  and  worship  as  corporate 
acts:  devotion  and  compassion  as 
personal  acts;  justice  and  compas¬ 
sion  as  acts  of  mercy;  devotion  and 
worship  as  acts  of  piety. 

For  six  months  prior  to  this  first 
annual  event,  Thecla.  Celeste  and 
Patsy  started  a  Covenant 
Discipleship  Group  in  Melville  to 
learn  how  to  do  it.  The  outcome  of 
their  efforts  can  best  be  described 
by  these  comments,  "Reviewing 
and  saying  our  own  Covenant  each 
week  helps  us  to  be  more  aware  of 
what  Acts  of  Compassion.  Acts  of 
Devotion,  Acts  of  Justice  and 
Worship'  we  have  committed  our¬ 
selves  to.  It  sharpens  our  reality 
and  reminds  us  to  watch  over  one 
another  in  love. 

Article  submitted  by  Rev.  St. 
Romain. 


St.  Luke's  UMC,  Baton  Rouge, 
recently  completed  renovating 
their  sanctuary  with  the  instal¬ 
lation  and  dedication  of 
stained-glass  windows.  The 
renovation  was  a  part  of  St. 
Luke’s  VISION  2000  emphasis 
to  become  a  more  celebrating 
congregation.  Pictured  above 
with  one  of  the  new  windows 
are  (I  to  r)  Rev.  Michi  Head. 

Pastor;  Ms.  Carol  Lapari, 
designer  and  creator  of  the 
windows,;  Ms.  Lena  Bateman, 
St.  Luke's  VISION  2000 
Chairperson;  and  Rev. 
Richard  Hoffpauir,  who  at  the 
time  was  Baton  Rouge  District 
Superintendent  and  is  now 
senior  pastor  at  Henning 
Memorial  UMC,  Sulphur 


In  Memoriam 

Sympathy  to  the  family  of 
Gertrude  M.  Corry.  wife  of  the  late 
Rev.  George  H.  Corry.  Mrs.  Corry 
passed  away  June  27.  She  is  sur¬ 
vived  by  two  sons.  Glynn  and 
Coleman.  Funeral  and  visitation 
were  held  at  Owen  Funeral  Home 
in  Ruston. 

Sympathy  to  the  family  of  retired 
Rev.  Clark  Warren  Bell,  who 
passed  away  June  30.  He  is  sur¬ 
vived  by  his  son.  Clark  Jr  Funeral 
services  were  handled  by  United 
Funeral  Home  in  New  Albany, 
Miss. 
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Church's  profile  tells  part 
of  who  we  are  and  much 
about  those  we  need 


The  United  Methodist 

REPORTER 


A  Profile  of  United  Methodists 
based  on  the  Survey  of  United 
Methodist  Opinion  recently  pub¬ 
lished  by  the  church's  General  Coun¬ 
cil  on  Ministries  provides  interesting 
and  essential  information. 

This  study  compares  a  profile  of 
today's  United  Methodists  (United 
States  only)  with  similar  profiles 
gained  in  1990  and  1986.  It  reveals 
both  negative  and  positive  trends 
which  need  the  church's  attention. 

The  profile  indicates  that  American 
United  Methodists  are  predominately: 

✓  White  [90  percent], 

✓  Female  [60  percent]. 

✓  Middle  income  [over  50  percent 
between  $35,000  and  $75,000]  and 

✓  Over  50  years  old  [61 .4  percent]. 

The  profile  shows  that  the  church's 

under-35  population  is  dismally  small 
[12.4  percent]  compared  with  nation¬ 
al  statistics  [53.2  percent].  This 
means  that  most  people  in  The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  were  bom  dur¬ 
ing  or  before  World  War  II  whereas 
most  people  in  the  United  States  were 
bom  after  1960  (see  graphs  at  right). 

Disturbing  analysis 

A  disturbing  analysis  put  forward 
by  the  committee  that  conducted  the 
survey  is  that  “Boomers  [people  bom 
between  1946  and  1964]  have  not 
returned  to  the  church  in  the  numbers 
that  some  had  hoped."  If  we  as  the 
church  aren't  attracting  the  Boomers, 
we  probably  won't  see  their  kids. 

On  the  plus  side  the  profile  shows 
that  the  church  has  made  positive 
moves  towards  greater  diversity  in 
both  race  and  gender. 

During  the  past  eight  years,  the 
number  of  United  Methodist  pastors 
of  African-American  descent  has 
increased  from  2.6  to  8  percent.  In  the 
same  period,  Asian  American  clergy 
have  increased  from  0.6  to  3  percent. 


What  others 
are  saying 

“It  is  my  conviction  as  a 
preacher  that  if  my  congregation 
does  not  understand  what  I  have 
said,  then  I  am  the  one  who  needs 
to  change.  I  must  understand  more 
fully  the  people  I  am  serving.” 

— The  Rev.  William  R.  Jen¬ 
nings,  Louisville,  Ky.,  writing  in 
Discipleship  Dateline. 

*  *  * 

"Often  God  is  treated  like  a  spare 
tire.  So  easily  is  he  overshadowed 
by  life’s  daily  concerns.  He’s  kept 
out  of  sight.  Disregarded.  Ignored. 
Taken  for  granted.  Then  it  happens. 
POW!  Along  comes  a  crisis  which 
rides  roughshod. . . .  Life  comes  to 
a  dreadful  and  painful  standstill. 
Flattened  by  such  crushing  events, 
we  then  head  for  the  'trunk.’Scram- 
bling  desperately  through  all  the  lit¬ 
ter,  we  hope  God  is  still  there,  and 
able  to  lift  life  back  on  track.  Such 
a  spare-tire  syndrome  is  unfortu¬ 
nate.  It  relegates  God  to  emer¬ 
gency-use  only.'  He  becomes  the 
'God  of  the  gaps.’” 

— Bishop  Ray  Owen,  San 
Antonio,  Texas. 

*  *  * 

“The  church  cannot  substitute 
a  therapist  for  a  pastor  and  replace 
theology  with  psychology  without 
serious  consequences  to  what  it 
means  to  be  a  community  of  faith. 
When  the  priest  is  therapist  and  the 
congregation  is  the  patient,  the 
focus  is  always  upon  what’s 
wrong.” 

—  The  Rev.  David  L.  James, 
quoted  in  the  Joyful  Noiseletter. 
*  *  * 


Editorial 

Analysis 

and  Hispanic  clergy  have  increased 
from  1 . 1  to  2  percent. 

Growth  in  the  number  of  clergy  who 
are  women — from  7.2  percent  in  1986 
to  17  percent  in  1994 — is  laudable. 

Geographically,  this  U.S.  profile 
shows  that  38  percent  of  United 
Methodists  live  in  towns  under 
10.000  population  and  that  53  percent 
live  in  cities,  medium-sized  cities, 
rural  areas  and  suburbs.  Only  9  per¬ 
cent  of  United  Methodists  live  in  met¬ 
ropolitan  areas  with  greater  than 
250.000  population. 

U.S.  membership  is  distributed 
evenly  across  congregation  size. 
About  a  fourth  belong  to  churches 
under  200  members,  another  fourth  to 
churches  of  200-499  members,  anoth¬ 
er  fourth  500-999  members  and  a 
final  fourth  above  1,000  members. 

These  few  statistics  don't  exhaust 
the  findings.  However,  they  suggest 
trends  that  we  believe  church  leaders 
need  to  be  mindful  of  when  planning 
for  the  future. 

Among  the  interpretations  we 
draw  from  this  data: 

■  The  church’s  analysts  of  this 
profile  call  attention  to  American 
United  Methodism’s  “diversity”  and 
“diverse  membership."  However,  we 
find  that  the  statistics  don’t  reveal 
much  diversity  within  the  church  in 
the  United  States.  We  can  only 
authentically  claim  more  diversity 
when  we  include  the  United 
Methodists  from  Europe,  Africa  and 
the  Philippines  in  our  membership 
profile.  However,  even  with  this 
international  richness  “plugged  in," 


we  are  not  as  diverse  a  church  as  we 
should  be  and  can  be. 

■  The  study  shows  in  a  somewhat 
understated  way  that  The  United 
Methodist  Church  in  the  United 
States  is  a  rapidly  aging  church  with 
an  extremely  low  number  of  youths 
and  young  adults  as  compared  to  the 
general  population.  The  American 
population  in  general  is  younger, 
more  urban  and  more  racially  diverse 
than  the  church’s  membership. 

This  comparison  should  lead  us  to 
ask  many  questions  of  ourselves.  For 
instance,  why  doesn't  the  church 
draw  more  of  the  nation's  under-35 
population?  How  can  we  make  the 
Gospel  message  more  inviting  to  this 
group  —  not  for  the  sake  of  our  num¬ 
bers,  but  for  the  sake  of  their  lives? 

Mostly  white  Euro-Americans 

■  The  survey  reminds  us  of  the 
glaring  fact  that  90  percent  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church's  members 
in  this  country  are  racially  white 
Americans  of  predominantly  Euro¬ 
pean  ethnicity.  That  leaves  scant  room 
for  celebration. 

Such  celebration  as  we  can  justify 
comes  when  we  move  beyond  this 
exclusive  profile  of  United 
Methodists  in  America  and  encounter 
the  hope,  growth  and  excitement  that 
characterizes  much  of  the  church 
beyond  the  majority  group,  both 
inside  and  outside  this  country. 
Again,  the  question  arises:  What  have 
we  of  the  majority  race  and  ethnicity 
in  the  church  to  learn  from  our  fellow 
United  Methodists  everywhere? 

■  The  difficulties  of  international 
data  gathering  notwithstanding,  we 
must  find  a  way  to  draw  the  most 
accurate  and  inclusive  profile  possi¬ 
ble.  Only  then  will  we  fully  know 
who  we  are  alongside  knowing 
Whose  we  are. 


Who  makes  up  the  membership 

of  The  United  Methodist  Church? 


Comparison  of  Ratios  of  U.S.  Racial/Ethnic 
Membership  in  The  United  Methodist  Church 
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of  the  accuracy  of  this  figure, 
since  when  initially  used  it 
was  frequently  misinterpreted 
mean  “American  citizen." 


1986 


Asian  American 
1994 
3%  3% 


3%  .6% 

qQ 


Hispanic 
1994 
2%  2% 


1986 

1.1% 

MI 


0 


Pacific 

Islander 


Other 
1%  1%  %  <1*R 

mm  an.rnn 


UP'  1994 
1%  1% 


1994 

<1%  <1% 

m 


Source:  Survey  of  United  Methodist  Opinion 


These  charts 
were  prepared 
from  the  recent 
study,  A  Profile 
of  United 
Methodists 
based  on  the 
Survey  of  United 
Methodist  Opin¬ 
ion  prepared  by 
the  General 
Council  on  Min¬ 
istries. The 
charts  outline 
composition  of 
the  church’s  U.  S. 
membership. 
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Editorial  misses  realities  of  cohabitation  in  England 


Marriage  is  culturally 
different  in  England, 
says  a  reader. 


Your  editorial  "Anglicans  report 
on  cohabitation"  presents  an  opinion 
that  doesn’t  consider  the  realities  of 
the  situation  in  the  English  church 
(see  UMR,  June  23). 

Although  what  should  “be  honored 
by  all,”  as  your  editorial  insists,  is  the 
God-given  gift  of  love  within  the 
covenant  of 
marriage,  the 
church  must 
teach  as  the 
Kingdom  of 
God  speaking  to 
people  in  a  lan¬ 
guage  they 
understand. 

I  applaud  the 
Anglicans  for 
considering  the 
realities  of  the 
situation  in  their 
culture  and  for 
encouraging  their  parish  priests  not  to 
make  uninformed  judgments  about  the 
relationships  of  couples  too  easily 
classed  as  “living  in  sin.” 

Your  editorial  fails  to  consider  the 
harm  clergy  do  when  they  refuse  to 
develop  a  relationship  with  couples 
that  have  been  living  together  for 
some  time  before  seeking  a  church 
wedding.  Cohabitation  doesn’t  carry 
the  stigma  in  England  that  it  does  in 
America  among  "churched"  people. 
As  a  United  Methodist  minister  serv¬ 
ing  in  the  British  Methodist  Church  I 
was  approached  by  many  couples 
turned  away  from  parish  churches  by 
conservative  rectors. 

By  taking  the  time  to  listen  to  peo¬ 
ple  seeking  a  church  wedding  we 
have  an  important  opportunity  to 
share  our  witness  of  faith.  The  power 
of  the  passage  about  the  Samaritan 


Letters 
to  the  Editor 

woman  you  cited  is  the  expression  of 
Christ’s  concern  for  her  across  the 
barriers  between  Jew  and  Samaritan. 
She  left  her  water  bottle  and  went  into 
the  city  to  bear  witness.  "Many 
Samaritans  from  that  city  believed  in 
him  because  of  the  woman's  testimo¬ 
ny"  (John  4:39). 

You  say  the  Anglican  report  may 
make  many  ask  "Why  get  married?" 
More  and  more  the  question  becomes 
“Why  get  married  in  Church?" 

Brent  Porterfield 
Union  City,  Tennessee 

Right  on  track 

Hallelujah!  The  editorial  “Angli¬ 
cans’  report  on  cohabitation  is  contra¬ 
dictory"  (see  UMR.  June  23)  was 
right  on  track! 

We  in  The  United  Methodist  Church 
have  seen  America's  morals  dechne  and 
have  done  very  little  about  it.  It's  about 
time  those  who  call  themselves  Chris¬ 
tians  begin  to  stand  up  and  proclaim 
“thus  saith  the  Lord!" 

Marriage  is  the  foundation  of  any 
society  and  especially  one  which  claims 
so  many  Christians. 

Dick  Harnett 

Alamogordo.  New  Mexico 

We  deserve  an  accounting 

I  greeted  with  satisfaction  the  news 
that  the  United  Methodist  General 
Council  on  Ministries  and  former 
general  counsel  Craig  R.  Hoskins 
jointly  resolved  the  lawsuit  brought 


against  our  church's  top  financial 
agency  (see  UMR.  July  7). 

However,  I  greeted  with  curiosity 
bordering  on  consternation  the  fact 
that  “terms  of  the  settlement  remain 
confidential.” 

If  Mr.  Hoskins  receives  even  one 
cent  of  United  Methodist  Church 
funds  as  a  settlement,  how  can  the 
church's  financial  agency  withhold 
such  information  from  the  very  con¬ 
stituency  that  provides  the  funds? 
Doesn't  GCFAgive  an  account  to  the 
church  for  the  way  our  dollars  are 
spent? 

Randall  L.  Robinson 
Camp  Point,  Illinois 

Who's  a  liberal? 

Reference  June  2  issue  of  the 
UMR.  1  noted  with  interest  the  article 
concerning  the  religious  "moderates” 
who  were  organizing  to  distance 
themselves  from  the  Religious  Right. 
If  the  Rev.  Jim  Wallis,  director  of 
Sojourners  magazine,  is  a  moderate, 
who  on  this  earth  is  a  liberal? 

Phil  Shriver 
Foster,  Oregon 

Help  the  Cubans 

Cubans  are  a  very  proud  people 
and  all  they  ask  is  to  be  given  the  free¬ 
dom  they  are  trying  so  desperately  to 


attain  (see  UMR.  June  30). 

I  have  spent  the  past  six  months  in 
Guantanamo  Bay.  Cuba,  helping  care 
for  the  Cubans  as  part  of  JTF-160 
Operation  Sea  Signal/Safe  Haven. 

My  biggest  accomplishment  was  to 
help  organize  and  support  a  school  for 
Cuban  adults.  These  are  not  ignorant 
people.  The  school  offered  English  as  a 
second  language,  carpentry,  computers, 
art,  sewing  and  American  history  class¬ 
es.  The  Cubans  provided  all  of  the 
teachers  and  support  staff. 

I’m  asking  us  as  a  church  to  help 
these  skilled  people  get  a  new  start  in 
life  and  to  become  part  of  our  com¬ 
munities.  The  people  I  worked  with 
would,  in  short  order,  be  productive, 
supportive  citizens  of  our  communi¬ 
ties  both  secular  and  Christian. 

All  we  are  asked  to  provide  people 
coming  out  of  the  camps  in  Guan¬ 
tanamo  Bay  is  a  place  to  live  and  food 
on  the  table.  If  your  church,  as  a  com¬ 
munity  of  Christians,  gives  a  little. 


these  Cuban  immigrants  will  return 
your  caring  a  hundredfold. 

John  C.  Pearce 
Santa  Anna.  Texas 

I'm  offended 

Having  been  a  rural  American  for  all 
of  my  65  years  and  a  member  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church  and  its  prede¬ 
cessors  for  54  years.  I  find  recent  state¬ 
ments  on  the  supposed  vulnerability  of 
rural  people  to  milita  groups  quite  offen¬ 
sive. 

Recent  statements  by  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries  and  an  editorial 
in  the  Reporter  talk  as  though  rural  peo¬ 
ple  just  aren’t  quite  up  to  par  with  urban 
people  and  are  ignorant  and  easily  led. 

Actually,  farmers  have  to  make  more 
decisions  than  any  other  business  or 
working  group  in  the  country.  Appar¬ 
ently  they  are  better  informed  than  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries. 

William  R.  Bane 
Sallisaw,  Oklahoma 
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Oxford  summer  School 
in  religious  Studies 

UNIVERSITY  COLLEGE,  OXFORD 
6-19  AUGUST  1996  5-18  AUGUST  1997 

NOW  IN  AMERICA:  WHO  WAS  JESUS? 

Does  the  “Jesus  Seminar”  reflect  the  scholarly  consensus  on  the  Gospels’ 
authenticity?  What  evidence  is  there  for  its  views  -  and  what  agendas 
lie  behind  them?  Are  there  reasoned  arguments  presenting  positive 
alternatives?  Find  out  in  this  highly-praised  one-day  seminar  with 

TOM  WRIGHT 

The  Very  Revd.  Dr.  N.  T.  Wright 

Dean  of  Lichfield  Cathedral,  previously  Fellow  of  Worcester  College,  Oxford 
Internationally  acclaimed  as  today’s  most  exciting  communicator  and 
most  inspiring  interpreter  of  the  New  Testament  -  most  popular  lecturer 
in  the  University  of  Oxford’s  Faculty  of  Theology  -  author  of  books 
welcomed  by  scholars,  clergy  and  lay  audiences,  including 
The  New  Testament  and  the  People  of  God  (Fortress  Press) 
PARTICIPANTS’  COMMENTS: 

“The  best  study  day  I’ve  been  to  in  ten  years.’’ 

“A  wonderful  day.. .it  far  exceeded  my  (high!)  expectations.” 
“Fascinating  material  which  also  provided  a  wealth  of  sermon  ideas.” 
“A  fabulous  day  which  inspired  me  to  further  study  and 
gave  me  completely  new  insights  into  our  faith,” 
“Exhilarating.. .a  brilliant  presentation.” 

“Superb!” 

SEPTEMBER  1995:  Boston  •  Litchfield,  Connecticut  •  New  York  City  area 
NOVEMBER  1995:  Raleigh-Durham-Chapel  Hill  •Arlington,  Virginia 
Atlanta  •  Louisville  •  St.  Louis  •  Cleveland 
For  brochures  and  more  information  contact: 

Ms.  Norma  Christensen,  820  Park  Avenue,  Box  K,  Worland,  Wyoming  82401 
Phone:  (307)  347-3836  Fax:  (307)  347-2133  or 
Mr.  Fernand  Beck,  Box  K,  Fordham  Preparatory  School,  The  Bronx,  New  York  10458 
Phone/fax:  (718)  884-6261  
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COALITION  CONTINUES:  Although 

Interfaith/IMPACT  for  Justice  and  Peace  is  ter¬ 
minating  its  remaining  employees  Aug.  15,  the 
policy  advocacy  coalition  is  not  closing  its  Wash¬ 
ington  office,  said  United  Methodist  laywoman 
Jane  Hull  Harvey,  board  chairwoman.  The  exact 
nature  of  future  staffing  for  the  organization  will 
be  determined  when  the  group’s  board  meets  in 
September.  Prior  to  the  decisions  made  in  mid- 
June,  the  organization  had  already  made  arrange¬ 
ments  to  move  its  offices  July  1  to  smaller  space 
in  the  United  Methodist  Building.  Ms.  Harvey 
said  the  restructuring  is  a  means  of  being 
financially  responsible.  United  Methodist  agen¬ 
cies  that  participate  in  the  ecumenical  coalition 
include  the  National.  World  and  Women's  divi¬ 
sions  of  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  and 
the  General  Board  of  Church  and  Society. 

ANTI-DRUG  PROGRAM:  Some  200 

Native  American  United  Methodists  representing 
10  tribes  struggled  with  ways  to  “win  back  tribal 
people  from  the  depths  of  alcoholism  and  drug 
abuse”  during  a  meeting  at  Lake  Junaluska,  N.C., 
last  month.  The  meeting  was  the  seventh  annual 
Southeastern  Jurisdiction  Native  American  Con¬ 
ference.  The  program  was  sponsored  by  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Global  Ministries  and  the  Southeast¬ 
ern  Jurisdictional  Agency  for  Native  American 
Ministries  (SEJANAM).  Highlighting  the  meeting 
was  the  “Bom  Free/Stay  Free”  initiative,  helping 
families  make  responsible  decisions  as  Chris¬ 
tians  regarding  the  use  and  abuse  of  drugs  and 
alcohol.  Program  coordinators  say  that  within  two 
years  they  plan  to  organize  the  drug  education  pro¬ 
gram  in  each  of  the  26  Native  American  churches 
and  ministries  in  the  Southeast. 

LOCAL  PASTORS  AFFIRMED:  Local 

pastors  will  continue  to  play  as  important  a 
role  in  The  United  Methodist  Church  of  the 
future  as  they  have  throughout  the  history  of 
Methodism,  predicted  a  committee  guiding  the 
Council  of  Bishops'  study  of  the  ministry  meet¬ 
ing  in  suburban  Chicago  June  27-28.  Lay  pastors 
are  individuals  approved  by  a  District  Committee 
on  Ordained  Ministry  and  who  are  licensed  by 
the  bishop  to  perform  pastoral  duties  while 
assigned  to  a  charge. 

BISHOPS  TO  KOREA:  United  Methodist 

bishops  and  their  counterparts  in  other  Wesleyan 
denominations  throughout  the  world  will  gather 
at  a  church  conference  center  in  Seoul,  Korea, 
Aug.  22-27.  The  church  leaders  will  celebrate 
their  common  history  and  review  the  state  of 
Methodism  around  the  globe.  The  program  will 
include  a  visit  to  the  U.S.  Embassy  in  Seoul 
where  the  Rev.  James  T.  Laney,  a  United 
Methodist,  is  ambassador. 

LATIN  AMERICAN  MISSIONS:  More 

ihan  half  of  the  United  Methodist  annual  confer¬ 
ences  in  the  United  States  have  voted  to  support 
"Encounter  with  Christ  in  Latin  America  and  the 
Caribbean,”  a  new  approach  to  mission  work 
in  that  region.  Encounter  links  work  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries  to  the 
Council  of  Evangelical  Methodist  Churches  in 
Latin  America  (CIEMAL).  Encounter  programs 
include  new  church  development,  projects  for 
women  and  youths,  comprehensive  community- 
based  health  care  and  environmental  concerns. 

RETURN  FROM  HAITI:  An  eight  mem 

ber  volunteers-in-mission  team  made  up  of  Cen¬ 
tral  Illinois  United  Methodists  returned  from 
Haiti  recently  with  the  distinction  of  having 
been  the  first  such  team  to  go  there  since  the 
trade  embargo  imposed  against  that  country 
was  lifted.  Team  members  continued  construc¬ 
tion  on  a  Methodist  church  within  the  mission 
compound  at  Freres,  Petionville,  Haiti.  The  pro¬ 
ject  was  begun  by  volunteers-in-mission  teams 
from  the  Texas  regional  conference. 

'WISDOM'  DIALOGUE  PLANNED: 

Dialogues  in  the  wisdom  tradition  titled  “A Time 
to  Plant . . .  ATime  to  Heal"  will  be  held  at  the 
Scarritt-Bennett  Center  in  Nashville  July  27-30. 
Sessions  will  use  the  United  Methodist  Council 
of  Bishops  recent  statement,  “Biblical  Wisdom 
and  Current  Theological  Ferment,”  as  a  start¬ 
ing  point  for  dialogue  and  study  on  "wisdom"  in 
Scripture,  church  history,  theology  and  ethical 
issues. 


Virginia  town 
gets  nod  from 
site  task  force 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

A  town  in  northern  Virginia  is 
being  recommended  as  the  new 
home  of  United  Methodism's  inter¬ 
national  mission  agency. 

Reston,  Va..  was  unanimously 
endorsed  by  the  Site  Selection  Task 
Force  during  its  meeting  July  6  in 
New  York  City. 

The  13-member  committee  was 
created  to  recommend  a  city  in 
which  to  relocate  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  from 
New  York. 

Eighteen  miles  west  of  the 
nation's  capital  in  Fairfax  County, 
Va.,  Reston  has  a  population  of 
57,000. 

10  minutes  from  Dulles 

The  town  is  about  five  miles  east 
or  about  10  minutes’  drive  from 
Dulles  International  Airport.  It  also 
is  about  25  miles  west  of  Washing¬ 
ton's  National  Airport  across  the 
Potomac  River  from  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

Reston  is  also  in  the  Arlington 
District  of  the  Virginia  Annual 
Conference — the  largest-popula- 
tion  regional  body  within  The 
United  Methodist  Church. 

Following  the  announcement  of 
Reston  as  the  mission  board’s  pos¬ 
sible  site,  the  Rev.  Robert  L.  Par¬ 
sons,  Arlington  District  superin¬ 
tendent,  told  United  Methodist 
News  Service  that  the  area  is  “a 
tremendously  exciting  place  to  be 
the  church. 

'A  great  place  to  be' 

“It’s  a  great  place  to  be,  and  the 
board's  coming  would  only  make 
it  better!"  he  said. 

In  their  presentation  to  the  Site 
Selection  Task  Force,  representa¬ 
tives  of  the  Reston  Land  Corpora¬ 
tion  wrote  that  the  community  “is 
also  just  minutes  away  from  the 
embassies,  international  and 
national  relief  agencies,  federal 
departments  and  other  organiza¬ 
tions  in  Washington." 


"It  is  an  attractive 
area. . .  .Reston  was 
listed  in  one  magazine 
as  one  of  50  fabulous 
places  to  live." 

—  Donald  Messer 
site  selection 
task  force  chairperson 


They  contend  that  this  commu¬ 
nity  can  “provide  vital  assistance 
to  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  in  performing  your 
global  mission.” 

The  Rev.  Donald  Messer  of 
Denver,  who  chairs  the  task  force, 
said  the  group  met  in  closed  ses¬ 
sion  for  nearly  seven  hours  before 
making  a  decision. 

Following  the  task  force’s  May 
meeting,  some  of  its  5-person  com¬ 
mercial  real  estate  subcommittee 
went  back  to  the  Washington  area 
and  looked  intently  at  two  sites 
before  deciding  on  Reston,  Dr. 
Messer  said. 

Representatives  of  the  New 
York  consultant  firm  of  Cushman 
and  Wakefield,  which  the  task 
force  had  retained  months  ago.  fol¬ 
lowed  up  with  more  supporting 
material  for  the  entire  committee. 

Also  meeting  with  the  group 
was  a  Reston  land  developer  and  a 
member  from  the  town's  interfaith 
group. 

A  piece  of  open  land 

“The  developer  said  that  they 
are  ready  to  build  to  suit  on  a  piece 
of  open  land  to  our  specifications, 
since  we  need  about  125,00  square 
feet,”  said  Dr.  Messer,  president  of 
United  Methodist-related  Iliff 
School  of  Theology.  “Nothing  has 
been  built  there." 

What  persuaded  the  group  to 
make  the  final  decision  on  Reston? 

“It  is  an  attractive  area,"  Dr. 
Messer  said.  "It’s  a  planned  com¬ 
munity  with  a  good  school  system 
that  is  also  ethnically  diverse. 

“Reston  was  listed  in  one  mag- 


Proposed  site  for 
UMC's  mission  board 


This  region  in  northern  Virginia  won  out  in  final 
competition  with  the  Chicago  area  as  the 
proposed  new  site  for  the  United  Methodist 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries.  The  church's 
legislative  General  Conference  will  decide  next 
April  whether  to  accept  a  13-member  task 
force's  recommendation  of  this  new  location 
|see  accompanying  stories). 


Recommendation  to  be  forwarded 
to  church's  '96  General  Conference 


The  recent  meeting  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Site  Selection  Task 
Force  almost  ends  the  first  phase 
of  a  lengthy  process  to  try  and  find 
a  new  home  for  the  church’s  mis¬ 
sion  board. 

The  1992  General  Confer¬ 
ence — the  church’s  highest  legisla¬ 
tive  body — voted  by  a  narrow  mar¬ 
gin  to  move  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  out  of  New  York 
City.  The  church’s  lawmakers  also 
instructed  that  a  task  force  be 


formed  to  recommend  a  site  and 
that  this  group  report  to  the  next 
(1996)  General  Conference. 

Proponents  of  the  move  cited 
accountability  issues  and  “a  desire 
to  reform’’  the  mission  board. 

The  mission  board  has  a  com¬ 
bined  income  of  $1 18  million  and 
employs  451  staff,  most  of  whom 
are  in  New  York  City. 

The  13-member  site  selection 
task  force  cut  an  original  list  of  23 
cities  to  five  areas:  Atlanta,  Chica¬ 


go,  Dallas,  Denver  and  Washington. 

After  task  force  visits  to  all  five, 
the  list  was  cut  to  two:  the  Greater 
Chicago  area  and  the  Washington 
area,  consisting  of  Maryland,  the 
District  of  Columbia  and  northern 
Virginia. 

A5-member  real  estate  subcom¬ 
mittee  visited  20  sites  in  the  Chica¬ 
go  and  Washington  area  and  cut  the 
list  in  half  and  then,  in  May,  nar¬ 
rowed  the  list  of  locations  to  two 
or  three  in  the  two  urban  areas. 


azine  as  one  of  50  fabulous  places 
to  live,”  he  added. 

The  task  force  based  its  decision 
on  several  factors: 

S Access  to  both  major  airports. 
S Public  transportation  avail¬ 


able  through  the  Washington 
Metro  system. 

S  A  mixture  of  cultural 
resources. 

S A  mixed  level  of  inclusive 
housing  open  to  persons  of  ethnic 


diversity. 

S A  strong  interfaith  presence 
that  includes  viable  mission  pro¬ 
jects. 

S  A  modem,  international  com¬ 
munity. 


Ecumenical  leader  reveals  sexual  orientation 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

A  well-known  United  Methodist  clergy- 
woman  has  released  a  statement  to  church 
media  and  other  leaders  indicating  she 
expects  to  tell  a  national  gathering  July  15 
that  she  is  a  lesbian. 

The  Rev.  Jeanne  Audrey  Powers,  a  vet¬ 
eran  staff  member  of  the  church's  ecumeni¬ 
cal  agency  and  a  longtime  advocate  for 
women’s  rights  in  the  church,  is  expected 
to  make  the  announcement  in  a  sermon 
delivered  to  the  Reconciling  Congregations 
Convocation  in  Minneapolis. 

Reconciling  Congregations  is  a  national 
network  of  some  100  United  Methodist 
churches  and  five  college  campus  min¬ 
istries  which  publicly  welcome  the  full  par¬ 
ticipation  of  all  persons,  regardless  of  sex¬ 
ual  orientation. 

A  challenge 

In  her  written  statement  to  the  press,  Ms. 
Powers  said  that  her  announcement  is 


intended  to  challenge  the  church's  prohibi¬ 
tion  against  the  ordination  of  “self-avowed 
practicing”  homosexuals. 

Ms.  Powers  described  her  sermon  to  the 
convocation  as  "a  political  act  of  resistance 
to  false  teachings  that  have  contributed  to 
heresy  and  homophobia  in  the  church.” 

In  active  ministry  for  nearly  40  years, 
Ms.  Powers  has  a  long  history  of  leadership 
in  ecumenical  and  international  circles.  She 
has  worked  with  the  National  and  World 
Council  of  Churches  throughout  her  min¬ 
istry  and,  since  1973,  has  attended  every 
plenary  of  the  Consultation  on  Church 
Union  (COCU)  either  as  a  delegate  or  as 
adjunct  staff. 

One  of  the  first  women  ordained  in  The 
Methodist  Church  (1958),  she  is  a  member 
of  the  United  Methodist  Minnesota  Annu¬ 
al  Conference.  She  has  served  on  the 
church’s  General  Commission  on  Christian 
Unity  and  Interreligious  Concerns  in  New 
York  since  1973. 

The  Rev.  Bruce  Robbins,  the  commis¬ 
sion’s  chief  executive,  told  the  Reporter  that 


he  believed  Ms.  Powers  had  "done  a  coura¬ 
geous  thing  by  being  truthful  with  people. 
She  is  convinced  that  her  action  will  be 
good  for  the  church. 

“Her  announcement  will  cause  dialogue 
and  hopefully  result  in  better  understanding 
of  each  other." 

Dr.  Robbins  declined  to  speculate  on  what 
consequences  Ms.  Powers’  announcement 
might  have  in  international  and  ecumenical 
circles. 

“The  controversy  over  homosexuality  is 
part  of  our  denomination  and  is  part  of  what 
we  bring  to  the  table  [in  discussions  with 
other  church  bodies],”  Dr.  Robbins  said. 

Will  not  withdraw 

In  the  text  for  her  sermon  to  the  Recon¬ 
ciling  Congregations  Convocation,  Ms. 
Powers  says,  "As  long  as  the  phrases 
homosexuality  and  the  Christian  faith  are 
incompatible,' and  ‘celibacy  in  singleness’ 
continue  to  stand  in  our  Discipline  (church 
law),  no  matter  how  these  phrases  are  intro¬ 
duced  or  framed,  our  church  is  on  record  as 


perpetuating  heterosexism  in  its  life  and 
homophobia  in  its  teaching.” 

Ms.  Powers  said  she  does  not  intend  to 
indicate  whether  she  is  a  "practicing” 
homosexual  nor  will  she  withdraw  from 
ministry  or  surrender  her  ordination  papers. 

However,  her  future  as  an  ordained  elder 
of  The  United  Methodist  Church  could  be 
in  jeopardy.  Church  law  prohibits  the 
appointment  of  “self  avowed  practicing 
homosexuals." 

Bishop  Sharon  Brown  Christopher,  who 
holds  the  power  to  appoint  all  clergy  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Minnesota  conference,  in  a  state¬ 
ment  to  the  press  referred  to  Ms.  Powers  as 
"a  distinguished  ecumenist”  and  “a  respect¬ 
ed  leader  in  The  United  Methodist  Church." 

The  bishop  added,  “The  superintending 
leadership  of  the  Minnesota  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  will  respond  to  her  current  invita¬ 
tion  in  a  manner  consistent  with  the  com¬ 
passion  of  Christ  as  well  as  the  covenant  of 
United  Methodist  people  formed  by  their 
General  Conference  and  described  in  their 
Book  of  Discipline  ." 


Atlanta  churches  band  together  to  provide  Olympic-size  hospitality 


By  ALICE  M.  SMITH 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

GAINESVILLE,  Ga— Atlanta 
churches  are  the  initiators  of  an  inter¬ 
denominational  hospitality  move¬ 
ment  that  is  quickly  becoming  part  of 
the  Olympic  Games  legacy,  a  United 
Methodist  clergyman  told  North 
Georgia  United  Methodists  during 
their  recent  annual  meeting  in 
Gainesville. 

"There  never  has  been  anything 
like  Quest  Atlanta  attempted  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  the  Olympic  Games,"  said  the 
Rev.  David  Jones,  pastor  of  Trinity  on 
the  Hill  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Augusta,  Ga. 

"We  are  the  pioneers  to  this  extent: 
the  organizing  committee  for  the 
games  in  Sydney,  Australia  (in  2000) 
already  has  contacted  us  and  said  ’help 
us  leant  (from  you)  to  do  it  better.’” 


Quest  Atlanta  has  brought  togeth¬ 
er  28  denominations  who  are  seizing 
upon  the  historic  time  of  the 
Olympics  “to  witness  for  Jesus  Christ 
to  people  from  all  over  the  world  and 
to  serve  the  community  of  Atlanta," 
Mr.  Jones  said. 

Some  600  churches — about  a  sixth 
of  them  United  Methodist — are  coop¬ 
erating  in  the  venture. 

Religious  activities  at  the 
Olympics  will  be  coordinated  by  two 
groups — Quest  Atlanta  and  the  Inter¬ 
faith  Advisory  Group  (IAG)  of  the 
Olympic  Games. 

Although  IAG  will  be  providing 
worship  opportunities  and  chaplains  at 
the  Olympic  Village,  tight  security  will 
prevent  local  church  members  from  par¬ 
ticipating  in  these  religious  activities. 

Through  Quest  Atlanta,  however, 
congregations  will  be  offering  a 
"smorgasbord"  of  activities,  from 


passing  out  tracts  on  the  corner  to 
hosting  some  10,000  families  of 
Olympic  athletes  in  the  homes  of 
Atlanta’s  church  members.  That  mas¬ 
sive  hospitality  project,  called  Atlanta 
Host,  is  the  most  ambitious  of  Quest 
Atlanta’s  projects. 

“Traditionally  families  of  athletes 
have  not  been  able  to  attend  the 
Olympics  because  of  the  cost  of  trans¬ 
portation  and  the  high  cost  of  living 
in  the  Olympic  city,"  said  the  Rev.  Pat 
York  of  Avondale  Estates,  the  United 
Methodist  representative  on  the 
Atlanta  Host  committee.  "But  we  can 
make  it  possible  for  their  families  to 
be  with  their  young  people." 

AT&T,  which  has  offered  hospital¬ 
ity  centers  at  other  Olympic  Games, 
is  providing  financial  and  other  help. 

"AT&T  has  never  before  entered 
into  a  contractual  agreement  with  a 
religious  organization,"  Mr.  Jones 


said.  "This  is  a  first." 

Another  major  project  of  Quest 
Atlanta  is  the  building  of  100  Habitat 
for  Humanity  houses  in  the  area 
affected  by  the  Olympics. 

A  single  gift  of  $  1  million  has  been 
made  to  Quest  Atlanta  to  be  used  for 
matching  grants  to  churches  under¬ 
taking  a  Habitat  project. 

Other  Quest  Atlanta  activities 
include  sponsoring  community 
prayer  rallies;  establishing  sports 
leagues  for  inner-city  children;  offer¬ 
ing  Atlanta  churches  as  sites  for  cul¬ 
tural  events;  and  creating  partnerships 
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between  urban  and  suburban  church¬ 
es  that  help  eliminate  racial  and  eco¬ 
nomic  barriers. 

Because  of  the  variety  of  activities, 
each  denomination  can  find  a  project 
particularly  suited  to  its  interests,  Mr. 
Jones  said. 

Mr.  Jones  remembers  when  he  and 
other  representatives  visited  the 
Barcelona  games  how  grateful  they 
were  for  the  hospitality  centers. 

"Churches  opened  their  doors  and 


said  ‘you’re  welcome  to  sit,  get  out 
of  the  heat;  we  have  free  water.’It  was 
like  gold  to  us.” 

It  was  during  that  visit  to 
Barcelona  that  the  idea  of  opening 
homes  to  the  families  of  athletes  was 
conceived. 

Beyond  the  initial  Olympics  pro¬ 
jects,  Quest  Atlanta  plans  to  continue 
the  cooperative  spirit  of  churches 
working  together  in  other  ventures,  like 
a  unified  response  to  the  homeless. 
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BROADCASTER  NAMED:  A  Nashville 

broadcaster  has  been  named  to  a  newly  created 
position  in  the  United  Methodist  Church's  com¬ 
munications  agency.  Alan  Griggs,  former  news 
director  of  Nashville  NBC  affiliate  WSMV-TV 
and  more  recently  marketing  director  for  Film 
House,  Inc.,  has  been  named  director  of  elec¬ 
tronic  news  for  United  Methodist  Communi¬ 
cations.  Mr.  Griggs  will  work  on  giving  the 
church  higher  visibility  through  placement  of 
United  Methodist  stories  and  news  on  radio,  tele¬ 
vision,  cable  and  satellite  outlets  across  the  coun-  • 
try.  He  also  will  work  to  make  the  denomination's 
relief  efforts  more  visible  in  the  secular  press  and 
will  be  responsible  for  distribution  of  denomina¬ 
tional  news  stories  on  various  computer  networks. 

SEARCH  FOR  TREASURER:  The  Gen 

eral  Council  on  Financial  and  Administration 
Search  Committee  has  retained  the  executive 
search  consultant  firm  of 
Lamalie  Amrop  Interna¬ 
tional  to  assist  members 
in  their  pursuit  for  a  new 
general  secretary-trea¬ 
surer.  Bishop  Edwin  C. 
Boulton  (Ohio  East  Area), 
presiding  president  of  the 
council,  announced  June 
30  in  Chicago  that  Charles 
Taylor,  the  managing  part¬ 
ner  of  the  firm's  Cleveland 
office,  will  be  in  charge  of  the  search  and  will 
handle  the  screening  of  all  potential  candidates. 
The  committee  will  meet  August  26  to  review  the 
top  20-30  candidates.  The  council  hopes  to  have 
a  new  general  secretary-treasurer  approved  and 
on  the  job  by  January  1 . 

FULL-TIME  VOLUNTEER:  A  human  ser¬ 
vices  planner  for  the  West  Miami  Valley  Region¬ 
al  Planning  Commission  in  Dayton,  Ohio,  has 
volunteered  full-time  for  six  months  with  the 
United  Methodists'  "Communities  of  Shalom” 
program.  Linda  Bales  of  Dayton,  a  director  of 
the  churchwide  General  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries  and  member  of  the  National  Shalom  Com¬ 
mittee,  will  assist  with  coordination,  marketing 
and  fund  raising.  The  Communities  of  Shalom 
program  provides  training  and  technical  assis¬ 
tance  so  churches  and  communities  can  work 
together  to  rebuild  particular  neighborhoods. 

COMMUNICATOR  NAMED:  The 

Rev.  Dean  J.  Snyder  became  director  of  com¬ 
munications  for  the  United  Methodist  Central 
Pennsylvania  regional  conference  effective  July 
1.  He  also  will  be  the  conference  council's  asso¬ 
ciate  director. 


Charles  Taylor 


Are  they  self- 
centered  youngsters 
who  stand  for 
nothing  and  believe 
in  nothing?  Or  are 
they  young  adults 
who  don't  just  want 
to  sit  and  talk  but  go 
out  and  demonstrate 
their  faith?  A  recent 
campus  ministry 
gathering  brought 
forth  both  views  of 
today's  "Generation 
X"  (see  related  story 
below). 
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Campus  ministers  say  Generation  X 
challenges  the  church  of  today 


By  ROBERT  LEAR 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

EVANSVILLE.  Ind.— Are  today's  col¬ 
lege  students  part  of  the  so-called  “X”  gen¬ 
eration  that  stands  for  nothing  and  believes 
in  nothing? 

Or  are  they  people  who  do  not  want  "just 
to  sit  and  talk"  but  "go  out  and  demonstrate 
their  faith?" 

Such  conflicting  views  were  a  major 
topic  for  discussion  June  15-22  as  about  100 
United  Methodist  campus  ministers  and  col¬ 
lege  chaplains  gathered  to  consider  fresh 
ways  to  enhance  United  Methodist  presence 
on  campus  during  what  has  been  described 
as  a  "resurgence  of  student  interest.” 

Neil  Howe,  Washington  historian,  econo¬ 
mist  and  co-author  of  Generations:  The  His¬ 
tory  of  America 's  Future,  touched  sensitive 
nerves  among  the  campus  workers  when  he 
characterized  the  so-called  “  1 3th”  or  “X” 
generation  as  a  group  generally  "interested 
only  in  what  it  takes  to  get  by"  and  who  "see 
their  elders  as  pompous  windbags." 

People  bom  between  1961  and  1981  make 
up  what  Mr.  Howe  said  is  considered  the 
nation’s  13th  generation.  Most  of  today's 
college  students  come  from  that  age  group. 

For  “Xers,"  Mr.  Howe  continued,  work  is 
seen  as  a  "means  to  an  end,  not  a  way  of  life." 


"  'Xers'  are  seeking  out  God 
in  major  ways  and  they  hope 
the  church  will  come  up  to 
their  standards.  They  will  leave 
the  church  if  the  church  does 
not  show  them  God." 

—Campus  minister 


On  the  other  hand,  "Xers  say,  ‘I  deliver 
for  the  hours  I  promised,’ "  and  "I  know  col¬ 
lege  degrees  and  playing  by  the  rules  don't 
guarantee  anything." 

As  far  as  religion  is  concerned,  the 
author  said,  "Xers"  will  interpret  it  differ¬ 
ently  from  their  parents  and  will  “take  the 
parts  they  want.” 

Mr.  Howe  had  equally  sharp  words  for 
parents  of  the  13th  generation,  "boomers” 
born  in  the  years  after  World  War  II. 

"Boomers.”  he  said,  “initially  trusted  no 
one  over  30”  and  “now  want  to  regulate  the 
morals  of  everyone  under  30." 

As  boomers  move  through  their  50s, 
according  to  Mr.  Howe,  “we  can  look  for¬ 
ward  to  a  big  chill”  and  a  “new  meanness" 
in  political  life. 

He  predicted  "a  new  national  crisis  in 


the  2020s,"  although  its  precise  nature  is 
not  foreseen. 

During  questions  from  the  floor  and  later 
in  smaller  groups,  some  campus  ministers 
challenged  Mr.  Howe’s  evaluation  of 
"Xers"  as  not  describing  many  of  the  stu¬ 
dents  with  whom  they  work. 

One  discussion  group  appeared  to  agree 
with  a  Wesley  Foundation  director's  sugges¬ 
tion  that  "Xers"  are  people  who  want  to 
demonstrate  their  faith  and  willingly  give  up 
their  weekends  for  projects  helping  people 
in  need. 

Another  suggested  that  the  generation 
"hasn't  given  up  on  the  institutional  church 
but  is  not  afraid  to  challenge"  the  church. 

"Xers  are  seeking  out  God  in  major 
ways,”  ran  one  comment,  “and  they  hope 
the  church  will  come  up  to  their  standards. 
They  will  leave  the  church  if  the  church 
does  not  show  them  God." 

In  other  actions  during  the  weekend  at 
United  Methodist-related  University  of 
Evansville,  the  campus  workers  enthusias¬ 
tically  agreed  to  create  a  new  network  for 
communication  and  advocacy. 

Membership  in  the  new  association,  for¬ 
mally  titled  “United  Methodists  in  Campus 
Ministry,"  will  be  open  to  all  the  nearly  700 
people  currently  at  work  on  college  and  uni¬ 
versity  campuses. 


UM  Men's 
exec  goes 
to  Asbury 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

The  top  man  in  the  United  Methodist 
Men’s  organization  has  resigned  from  the 
churchwide  Board  of  Discipleship  staff  after 
21  years  to  join  the  staff  of  Asbury  Theolog¬ 
ical  Seminary  in  Wilmore,  Ky. 

In  a  statement  released  June  19,  James  H. 
Snead  cited  a  “negative,  unappreciative 
environment"  as  the  reason  for  his  resigna¬ 
tion,  effective  July  1. 

Mr.  Snead  said  he  had  been  “blessed 
beyond  measure  by  my  ministry  with  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Men”  but  he  criticized  the 
restructuring  and  new  management  practices 
at  the  board. 

He  said  he  was  removed  recently  from  his 
United  Methodist  Men  position  and  assigned 
to  a  “courtesy  position  in  a  hidden  office  with 
work  requiring  less  than  professional  exper¬ 
tise.” 

In  the  letter  to 
United  Methodist 
Men  leaders  and 
others,  Mr.  Snead 
criticized  the 
board's  new  man¬ 
agement  strategy, 

“Quest  for  Quali¬ 
ty" 

The  new 
emphasis  con¬ 
verted  the  board’s 
hierarchical  struc¬ 
ture  into  four 
groups  or 

“streams" — Spir¬ 
itual  Formation, 

Laity  in  Ministry, 

Congregational 
Leadership  and  Quality  Improvement.  Mr. 
Snead  worked  with  the  Laity  in  Ministry  II 
stream. 

“Our  staff  family  ambiance  mirrors  that 
of  a  dysfunctional  family,”  he  said,  “one 
characterized  by  lack  of  compassion,  trust 
and  communication." 

The  Rev.  Karen  Greenwaldt.  Laity  in  Min¬ 
istry  coordinator,  said  Mr.  Snead’s  position 
is  being  advertised  and  will  be  Filled  quickly. 

“We  appreciate  Jim’s  commitment  to  min¬ 
istry  with  and  through  United  Methodist  Men 
during  his  21  years  with  the  board."  she  said. 
“We  expect  the  ministry  of  United  Methodist 
Men  to  continue  as  a  vital  source  of  support 
to  men  in  their  faith  development  far  into  the 
future.” 


James  Snead 

. . .  cites  "negative 
environment" 


What  ties  should  bind  church  to  campus? 


By  LINDA  GREEN 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

WASHINGTON— What  are  the 
ties  that  bind  the  church  to  its  educa¬ 


tional  institutions? 

In  closed  sessions,  the  25  members 
of  the  body  delegated  to  reviewing 
and  approving  the  church  affiliation 
of  schools  spent  much  of  its  recent 


meeting  considering  answers  to  that 
question. 

According  to  the  Rev.  Fred  Blumer, 
president  of  the  United  Methodist 
University  Senate,  there  is  nothing 
new  about  church  relationship  discus¬ 
sions. 

However,  he  said,  church  leaders 
have  voiced  concern  in  recent  years 
about  what  many  describe  as  the 
widening  gap  between  the  mission  of 
the  church  and  the  educational  insti¬ 
tutions  it  has  established. 

Currently  123  prep-schools,  col¬ 
leges,  universities  and  seminaries  are 
listed  by  the  University  Senate  as  for¬ 
mally  related  to  The  United 
Methodist  Church. 

Dr.  Blumer,  a  professor  at  United 
Methodist-related  Baldwin-Wallace 
College  in  Berea,  Ohio,  said  the  Uni¬ 
versity  Senate  anticipates  that  church- 
relatedness  will  look  different  in  the 
next  century. 

Connection  valued 

Many  schools  value  their  connec¬ 
tion  to  the  United  Methodist  Church, 
he  said,  but  are  bombarded  with  ever- 
changing  agendas  to  prepare  the  next 
generation  to  live  in  the  21st  Centu¬ 
ry.  He  said  the  complexities  of  edu¬ 
cation  and  the  church  are  making  it 
harder  to  define  and  focus  on  unity. 

Dr.  Blumer  said  that  as  one  looks 
at  the  changes  in  higher  education,  it 
has  become  evident  to  the  University 
Senate  that  it  must  develop  a  clear 
definition  of  what  it  expects  church- 
relatedness  to  mean. 

“Church-relatedness  is  a  'protean' 
when  we  live  in  a  world  of  change,  a 
world  facing  unprecedented  needs," 
Dr.  Blumer  said. 

Citing  examples  such  as  cybernet¬ 
ics  and  biomedical  research  and 
ethics.  Dr.  Blumer  said  the  church  has 
been  called  upon  to  give  theological 
foundations  for  these  new  elements 
of  our  culture  and  it  cannot  delegate 
the  responsibility  to  others. 

Because,  he  said,  the  University 
Senate  must  define  church-related¬ 
ness  in  ways  that  are  responsive. 

"The  mission  of  the  church  will  be 
different,"  Dr.  Blumer  said.  "Church- 
relatedness  will  mean  remaining 
related  to  a  refocused  mission  .  .  . 


"The  mission  of  the 
church  will  be  different. 
Church-relatedness  will 
mean  remaining  related  to 
a  refocused  mission  . . . 
Education  will  tell  us  how 
the  academic  world  will 
change  society  and  we  will 
have  to  be  responsive  to 
that." 

—Fred  Blumer,  president 
University  Senate 


Education  will  tell  us  how  the  acade¬ 
mic  world  will  change  society  and  we 
will  have  to  be  responsive  to  that,”  he 
said. 

As  a  step  to  addressing  the  gap  and 
what  the  role  of  the  University  Sen¬ 
ate  should  be  in  the  next  century,  the 
25-member  body  has  a  task  force 
studying  the  state  of  church-school 
relations. 

The  task  force  is  trying  to  deter¬ 
mine  what  the  gap  is,  where  it  lies, 
how  it  can  be  narrowed  and  how 
church-school  relationships  can 
remain  vital. 

Among  the  widening  gaps  identi¬ 
fied  by  the  task  force  is  the  fact  that 
schools  are  no  longer  primarily 
dependent  on  the  church  for  financial 
support. 

Developing  document 

The  task  force  is  developing  a  doc¬ 
ument  that  explains  the  historical  and 
current  relationship  between  the 
church  and  schools.  It  is  also  seeking 
to  define  how  the  University  Senate 
will  evaluate  the  schools  as  the  world 
of  academics  changes. 

According  to  the  Rev.  Roger  Ire- 
son,  staff  executive  for  the  denomi¬ 
nation's  General  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry,  the  church 
provides  less  than  18  percent  of  a 
seminary's  budget  and  less  than  2  per¬ 
cent  of  a  college’s  budget.  He  also 
noted  that  fewer  United  Methodists 
are  attending  United  Methodist  insti¬ 
tutions. 


I’m  helping  to  build 
a  church  right  now! 

The  investment  I  chose  pays  me 
interest  and  builds  churches. 
Would  you  like  to  help  too? 

United  Methodist  Development  Fund  accepts  investments  from 
United  Methodist  individuals  or  organizations,  sends  them  an  inter¬ 
est  check  twice  a  year,  then  lends  that  money  to  United  Methodist 
churches  for  new  construction  and/or  renovation. 

Notes  may  be  purchased  for  as  little  as  $100.  The  Fund’s  sole  purpose 
is  to  promote  the  mission  of  The  United  Methodist  Church  by  pro¬ 
viding  first  mortgage  loans  to  churches.  This  is  not  an  offer  of  sale. 
All  offerings  are  made  only  by  the  Offering  Circular. 


Interest  Rates 

IRA 

Flexible 

7.50% 

4.50% 

1  Year  Term 

4  Year  Term 

6.50% 

7.50% 

Call  or  write  for 
the  Offering  Circular: 

The  United  \ 

Methodist 
Development  Fund 
Room  320 

475  Riverside  Drive 
New  York 
NY  10115 

(212)  870-3856  or 
1-800-862-8633 


If  you're  a  church, 
for  mortgage 
information,  call: 
(212)  870-3865 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  Si. 40  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  inser¬ 
tion — 20  word  minimum.  Products  and  services  have 
an  approval  process.  2  weeks  advance  scheduling. 

WANTED  CHURCH  ORGANIST.  One  Sunday 
and  one  Thursday  choir  rehearsal.  Wood  Dale  Com¬ 
munity  Church,  Wood  Dale,  IL.  (708)  766-1805  or 

DYNAMIC  900-MEMBER  COUNTY-SEAT  church 

(708)  495-4459. 

in  northwest  Georgia  is  seeking  a  fulkime  person  to  as¬ 
sume  primary  responsibilities  tor  ministry  to  youth.  Ad¬ 
ditional  responsibilities  could  include  singles  ministry, 
missions,  and  family  life.  We  are  a  growing  church  that 
desires  to  build  a  strong  team  that  will  provide  leader¬ 
ship  and  continuity  into  the  new  century.  Salary  and 
benefit  package  commensurate  with  experience.  Send 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES.  Twelve  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty  member  East  Texas  church  seeks  person 
capable  of  developing  a  dynamic  youth  program.  Quali¬ 
fied  applicants  should  have  a  bachelor's  degree  and  re¬ 
lated  experience.  Salary  commensurate  with  experience. 
Send  resume/references  to:  Youth  Director  Search  com¬ 
mittee.  230  W.  Rusk  St.,  Tyler,  TX  75701. 

your  resume  to:  Calhoun  First  UMC,  P.O.  Box  517, 
Calhoun,  GA  30703.  Attn:  Tom  Kerr  or  call  (706)  629- 
8949  for  further  information. 

MT.  PISGAH  UNITED  METHODIST  Church  is 
searching  for  a  fulkime  Director  of  Youth  Ministries. 

ML  Pisgih  is  a  growing  church  with  a  membership  of 
3,000,  located  in  a  suburb  of  Atlanta.  Salary  is  com¬ 
mensurate  with  experience.  Please  send  resumes  to:  ML 
Pisgah  UMC,  9820  Nesbit  Ferey  Rd.,  Alpharetta,  GA 
30202,  Attention:  Harvev  Mann. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MISSIONARY  PERSONNEL  posi¬ 

tion  available.  The  Mission  Society  for  United  Method¬ 
ists.  Responsible  for  missionary  recruitment  and 
screening,  and  management  of  missionary  member  re- 
lations.  Reply  with  resume  to:  Dick  McClain,  P.O.  Box 

1 103,  Decatur.  GA  30031.  Fax:  (404)  378-3547. 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR  FOR  THE  GROWING  youth 

ORGANIST,  PART-TIME  FOR  LARGE  church  in 
northeast  Texas  with  a  32  rank  Moller  pipe  organ.  Send 

MO  64801.  Compensation  package  to  $30,000.  Phone 
(417)  623-2796.  Fax  (4 1 7)  623-2767.  | 

resume  to:  Ken  Reid,  Fust  United  Methodist  Church, 
P.O.  Box  707,  Longview,  TX  756060707. 

YOUTH  MINISTRIES  DIRECTOR  position.  Dy¬ 
namic  position  to  serve  growing  suburban  congregation 
with  1200+  members.  Individual  will  be  responsible 
for  die  overall  coordination  of  youth  ministries  and  re¬ 
lated  programming.  Applicant  must  have  a  strong  per¬ 
sonal  faith  and  the  ability  to  work  cooperatively  with 
the  ministry  team.  Other  responsibilities  will  include 
planning  and  developing  new  and  innovative  ministries 
for  youth.  College  degree  with  advanced  education  or 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC:  To  give  lead¬ 
ership  and  vision  for  the  total  music  program.  Instru¬ 
mental,  vocal,  and  bell  choirs.  Salary  package  up  to 
$28,000.  Send  resume  and  references  to:  Miles  God- 
bey.  St.  John’s  United  Methodist  Church,  1200  Old 
Pecos  Trail  Santa  Fc,  NM  87501.  Application  dead¬ 
line  August  1 . 

POSITION  AVAILABLE  THE  NATIONAL  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Churches  is  accepting  applications  for  the  posi¬ 
tion  of  Unit  Director/Deputy  General  Secretary  for 
Church  World  Service  and  Witness.  This  is  a  key  lead¬ 
ership  post  as  senior  staff  administrator  which,  works 
with  the  General  Secretary  in  providing  leadership  and 
direction  for  the  Church  World  Service  and  Witness 
Unit  and  the  National  Council  as  a  whole.  Please  send 
resume  by  July  20,  1995,  to  the  NCC  Office  of  Hu¬ 
man  Resources,  475  Riverside  Drive,  Room  520, 
New  York,  NY  10115. 

experience  in  Christian  education.  Salary  is  negotiable 
Send  resume  and  references  to:  Ted  Sauter,  North  Na¬ 
ples  UMC,  600  Seagate  Drive,  Naples,  FL  33940-2420. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRY  at  Asbury 
United  Methodist,  Livermore.  Fulkime  position  for 
creative  spirited  youth  leader  at  growing,  dynamic 
church.  Responsibilities  include  weekly  youth  pro¬ 
grams.  youth  Bible  study,  counselor  training,  special 
youth  events  and  some  work  with  younger  children. 
Musical  ability,  occasional  preaching  desirable.  Com¬ 
pensation  S32-35K  plus  housing.  Send  resume,  refer- 

CONTROLLER  ASSISTANT  TREASURER/Con- 

ences  to:  Jim  Hammer,  4128  Guilford  Ave., 
Livermore,  CA  94550. 

Bachdor’s  degree  in  accounting  required.  CPA  pre¬ 
ferred.  Candidates  should  be  knowledgeable  of  non¬ 
profit  fund  accounting  and  GAAP.  Previous  experience 
in  a  non-profit  setting  a  plus.  Knowledge  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  hdpfuL  Good  people  skills  needed. 
Salary  S38.194  plus  cash  housing  allowance  of  approx> 
matdy  $8,000  and  other  benefits.  Send  resume  to  Dr. 
William  R  Johnson,  Treasurer,  Iowa  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  of  the  United  Methodist  Church,  1019  Chestnut 
Sum,  Des  Moines.  IA  50309.  Deadline  for  recap*  of 
resumes  is  July  3 1 . 

FULL-TIME  MUSIC  POSITION,  2000  plus  member 

church  with  full  music  program  including  choirs, 
youth,  children,  bells,  orchestra  and  contemporary. 
Send  resume  to:  Anona  UMC.  13233  Indian  Rocks 
Road,  Largo,  FL  34644.  Telephone  (813)  595-2581, 

Fax  (813)  593-7269. 

PART-TIME  DIRECTOR/YOUTH  MINISTRY: 

Must  have  proven  track  record  and  strong  spiritualfy- 
driven  philosophy.  Respond  to:  Rev.  William  G. 
Edwards,  Decatur-First  UMC,  300  East  Ponce  de  Leon 

COMPUTER  SYSTEMS  MANAGER  Computer 
systems  manager  needed  for  large  non-profit  religious 
organization.  The  computer  systems  manager  wfll  su¬ 
pervise,  manage,  and  support  the  organization’s  com¬ 
puter  system.  Bachdor’s  degree  in  computer  science  or 
related  fidd  required.  Knowledge  of  UNIX  and  Ora¬ 
cle  in  a  network  with  about  40  users.  Knowledge  of 
DOS  based  PCs  with  Windows  needed.  Knowledge  of 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  Ministries. 

Growing  program  in  a  2000+  member  church.  Re¬ 
sponsibilities  include  directing  chancel  handbell  and 
youth  choirs  as  well  as  supervising  children’s  music, 
special  music,  and  drama  production.  Salary  commen¬ 
surate  with  experience.  Send  resume  and  salary  require¬ 
ments  to:  Trinity  UMC,  P.O.  Box  1086,  Tallahassee, 

FL  32302,  or  fax  to  (904)  22+649 1 .  j 

the  United  Methodist  Church  hdpfuL  Good  people 
skills  a  necessity.  Some  overnight  travd  required.  Sala¬ 
ry  $38,194  plus  cash  housing  allowance  of  approxi¬ 
mately  $8,000  and  other  benefits.  Send  resume  to  Dr, 
William  R  Johnson,  Treasurer,  Iowa  Annual  Confer- 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR/COORDINATOR  OF  Chris¬ 

tian  Education  for  a  750  +  member  church  in  North¬ 
east  Texas —  Tennison  Memorial  UMC.  Please  contact 
Rev.  R.  Winston  Goens,  Jr.  (903)  572-5341,  or  mail  re¬ 
sume:  P.O.  Box  967,  Mt.  Pleasant  TX  754560967. 

Street,  Des  Moines,  IA  50309.  Deadline  for  receipt  of 
resumes  is  July  31. 

SANIBEL  FLORIDA  GULF-FRONT  CONDO  in 

beautiful  natural  setting.  Beach,  pool  tennis.  $6304700 
per  week  until  December  16.  Turners.  (708)  8640701. 

500+  membership  church,  Northeast  Texas. 
Part-time.  Salary  negotiable.  Contact:  Rev.  Bob 
Webb,  (903)  843-2610  or  mail  resume:  First 
UMC,  105  N.  Montgomery,  Gilmer,  TX  75644. 

ISRAEL  SEE  THE  HOLY  LAND.  Organize  10  peo¬ 

ple  and  travel  free.  10  days/9  nights.  Only  $1 795.00  per 
person.  (800)  3344754. 

FREE,  MAINTAINED  APARTMENT  for  mature 

FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH,  Amory, 

Mississippi,  seeks  a  full-time  Youth  Minister.  Salary 
is  negotiable.  Send  resume:  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  P.O.  Box  147,  Amory,  MS  38821  or  call 
(601)256-8486. 

person/s  willing  to  watch  ova  boat  storage  complex 
near  Lake  Lewisville.  No  salary,  must  have  income. 
Call  (2 14)  352-2880. 

NEW  TESTAMENT  ON  CASShllL  English  or 

Spanish.  Digital  recording  in  beautiful  album,  only 

CHRISTIAN  CHURCH  ORGANIST  NEEDED. 
Pastor  of  Parrish  Committee,  Sloan  Memorial  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  3102  Nance  St.,  Houston,  TX 
77020. 

SI 9.95,  shipping  included-  Advance  Sales,  Box  60506, 
Nashville,  TN  37206. 

VISITING  NASHVILLE?  WORSHIP  AT  historic 

McKendree  UMC  downtown.  Sundays  8:30,  1 1:00 

AUBURN  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  seeks 
fulkime  Director  of  Music  Ministries.  Average  worship 
attendance  over  1 300.  Several  hundred  University  stu¬ 
dents  attend  each  Sunday.  Experience  essential.  Send 
resume:  George  Malhison,  or  John  Wingfield,  P.O.  Box 

3 1 35.  Auburn,  AL  36831-3 1 35. 

AM,  6:30  PM.  Thursday  noon  luncheon,  Wednesday 
5:45  PM.  523  Church  Street  (615)  271-2600. 

“DO  YOU  WANT  TO  ADOPT  A  BABY?"  Method¬ 

ist  Mission  Homc/San  Antonio  now  accepting  applica¬ 
tions.  Texas  and  New  Mexico  residents  call  (210) 
696-7021  for  information. 

1 1 1 34-0 1 88 
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Your  faith  and 
“Don’s  Swap  Shop” 


Last  month  I  visited  a  flea  market  known 
as  "Don’s  Swap  Shop”  while  I  was  taking  a 
few  days  vacation  up  in  Grove,  Oklahoma. 

Some  of  the  merchandise  offered  was 
amazing  to  me.  1  could  not  imagine  that 
people  might  actually  buy  such  stuff.  So  I 

,  ,  , , , — .  ,,  i  ,  1 1  ,  ,  ,  JL/ D ,  mivtr  L’luti  ics 

asked  Don  the  question,  feeling  certain  that 
the  answer  to  my  question  was  obvious, 

“How  do  you  decide  what  to  keep  and  what  to  throw  away?” 

Since  then  I’ve  done  some  thinking  about  the  question  myself  with 
regard  to  one’s  understanding  of  God  and  the  Christian  faith.  “How 
do  you  decide  what  to  keep  and  what  to  throw  away?”  Are  there  not 
times  for  updating,  upgrading,  etc.? 

While  I  was  up  there  in  Oklahoma,  I  got  the  chance  to  see  the  new 
sanctuary  of  my  home  church  —  St.  Paul  UMC  in  Muskogee,  The 
“old”  sanctuary  had  a  ton  of  meaning  for  me,  for  it  was  there  that  I 
was  baptized  and  confirmed,  that  my  Dad's  funeral  was  held,  and  that 
my  faith  was  shaped.  On  Christmas  Eve  two  years  ago,  it  seemed  as 
it  the  Devil  had  taken  control,  for  there  was  a  tragic  fire  which  com¬ 
pletely  destroyed  the  sanctuary.  1  felt  it  could  never  be  replaced,  and 
in  a  sense  it  cannot.  But  I  was  delighted  to  see  the  beautiful  structure 
now  standing  there!  Now,  I  could  allow  myself  to  experience  worship 
in  the  new  sanctuary.  While  1  won’t  “throw  away”  the  meaning  asso¬ 
ciated  with  the  structure  that  burned,  I  will  move  to  update  my  image 
of  my  home  church. 

All  of  this  is  to  suggest  that  one’s  understanding  of  God  and  the 
Christian  faith  should  be  a  dynamic  matter  —  alive  and  growing.  If 
we  refuse  to  throw  anything  away,  insisting  instead  on  preserving  the 
understanding  of  God  that  we  first  came  to  as  a  small  child,  then  we 
do  not  allow  our  relationship  with  God  to  become  richer  and  fuller.  I 
thank  God  for  richer  and  fuller  understandings  of  an  alive  God. 

You  have  already  guessed  Don’s  answer  to  my  question  about 
deciding  on  what  to  keep  and  throw  away-  He  said.  “I  don’t  throw 
anything  away.”  I  am  convinced  that  he  was  telling  the  truth!  I  pray 
that  our  understandings  of  God  and  the  Christian  faith  are  alive  and 
dynamic. 


Dr.  Larry  Madden 
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2  I  Mount  Zion  Celebrates  125  Years 

A  The  Reverend  Randall  E.  Campbell  and  the  congre- 

rfftV  gation  of  Mt  Zion  UMC  invite  you  to  a  celebration  of 

l»!  a  *  their  125th  Anniversary  on  Sunday,  July  23,  1995.  The 
church  is  located  at  2700  Louisiana  Avenue  in  New 
Orleans.  The  celebration  will  take  place  during  the 
1 1:00  a.m.  service. 

The  speaker  for  this  occasion  will  be  Dr.  Cornelius 
L.  Henderson,  President-Dean  of  Gammon  Theological 
Seminary  in  Atlanta.  Dr.  Henderson  previously  served 
as  Senior  Pastor  of  Ben  Hill  UMC,  one  of  the  largest 
predominantly  African  American  churches  in  the 
world.  He  is  also  the  founder  and  president  of  the 
Black  Christian  Men  2000  Plus. 

Co-Chairs  for  this  event  are  Mrs.  Adele  Knatt,  Dr. 
Rhoda  Reddix  Cheri  and  Mrs.  Elaine  S.  Conley. 


Pictured  from  left  to  right:  Herbert  W.  Marks,  Sr.,  Leroy  Crump,  Dr.  Carole 
Cotton-Winn,  Wallace  D.  Smith,  Robert  M.  Sargent,  Louis  Smith,  Edward 
Zilton,  Sr.,  and  Chester  Horn,  Jr. 


New  Orleans  UMM  Installs  Officers 


The  UMM  of  New  Orleans  celebrated  a 
morning  of  fellowship  at  the  Breakfast- 
Installation  held  at  FUMC.  New  Orleans. 
Newly  elected  officers,  installed  by  District 
Superintendent.  Dr.  Carole  Cotton-Winn, 
are:  Wallace  D.  Smith.  President;  Robert  M. 
Sargent.  First  Vice  President;  Leroy  Crump. 
Second  Vice-President;  Louis  Smith. 
Recording  Secretary;  Herbert  W.  Marks, 
Sr..  Corresponding  Secretary;  Edward 


Zilton,  Sr.,  Treasurer  and  Chester  Horn,  Jr.. 
Prayer  Advocate. 

A  goal  of  the  District  for  1995-96  is  to 
organize  new  UMM’s  club  in  the  New 
Orleans  district.  The  new  officers  arc 
encouraging  any  clergyperson  who  do  not 
have  a  chartered  UMM’s  Club  to  contact 
the  district  president  Wallace  Smith,  at 
(504)366-1420. 


Ministers  and  UMW  to  Hold  Schools 


UMW  To  Explore 

“GOD’S  MISSION  IN  OUR  TIME” 


The  1995  United  Methodist 
Women  School  of  Mission  will 
convene  at  Centenary  College  in 
Shreveport  on  July  20,  1995. 
They  invite  all  clergy,  and  laity 
(including  youth)  to  participate  in 
their  theme  “God’s  Mission  In 
Our  Time.”  The  school  will  focus 
on  three  courses  of  study  recom¬ 
mended  by  the  Women’s  Division 
for  1995:  Remembering  the 
Future:  The  Challenges  of  the 
Churches  in  Europe;  The  United 
Nations:  A  Community  of 
Nations;  and  Ecclesiastes:  The 
Meaning  of  Your  Life. 

Mary  Lou  Blakeman  is  coau¬ 
thor  of  the  text  for  the  Ecclesiastes 
study  —  Ecclesiastes:  The 
Meaning  of  Your  Life.  Mary  Lou 
is  married  to  Rev.  Warren 
Blakeman  who  is  pastor  of  St. 
Paul’s  in  Monroe.  She  will  also 
be  a  teacher  for  this  course  of 
study.  Other  teachers  from  the 


Louisiana  Conference  include: 
Gloria  Tuck  Bennett,  Rev.  Arnold 
Brown,  Rev.  Alonzo  Campbell, 
Joyce  Hazel,  and  Gwendolyn 
Streams-Scherer. 

Coordinators  of  the  general 
school  program  are  Betty  Carlin, 
Dean  and  Fannie  Reddix, 
Assistant  Dean.  Music  coordina¬ 
tors  are  Judy  and  George  Gross  of 
FUMC.  Pineville. 

The  school  runs  from  Thursday, 
July  20th  through  Sunday,  July 
23rd.  Registration  will  begin  at 
9:00  a.m.  Thursday  in  James 
Dormitory  at  Centenary.  Last 
minute  registrations  will  be 
accepted  on  site.  Registration  fee 
is  $10.00,  housing  for  three  nights 
$39  and  a  meal  ticket  for  nine 
meals  $45.  For  those  who  choose 
to  commute,  meals  can  be  pur¬ 
chased  on  an  individual  basis. 


Church  of  the  Covenant  member 
organizes  Day  of  Prayer 


UM  Ministers  participating  in  the  Lafayette  Day  of  Prayer  -  from  left  to  right 
John  Deschner,  Richard  Stiltner,  Charles  Evans,  Bob  Burgess. 


\.  If  my  people .  who  are  called  by  my  name .  will 
humble  themselves  and  pray  and  seek  my  face, 
then  will  I  hear  from  heaven  and  will  forgive 
their  sin  and  will  heal  their  land.  ’’ 

II  Chronicles  7:14 


On  Thursday.  May  4.  1995.  over 
300  people  from  across  Acadiana 
and  throughout  the  state  united  at 
Girard  Park  in  Lafayette  for  the 
annual  National  Day  of  Prayer. 
This  year's  event  was  organized  by 
Randy  Loewen.  a  member  of  UMC 
of  the  Covenant,  Lafayette.  The 
program  included  music  from 
choirs,  soloists  and  professional 
musicians.  Area  ministers,  layper¬ 
sons  spoke  and  led  the  participants 
in  prayer. 

The  event  was  intended  to  bring 


people  of  all  ages,  races  and 
denominations  together  in  prayer 
and  petition  for  God  to  heal  our 
troubled  land.  The  Coping 
Christians  Sunday  School  class 
from  Church  of  the  Covenant  chal¬ 
lenges  other  Louisiana  churches  to 
reach  out  to  others  in  their  commu¬ 
nities  by  organizing  their  own 
National  Day  of  Prayer  events.  It  is 
held  each  year  on  the  first  Thursday 
in  May.  Anyone  wishing  to  obtain 
more  information  can  contact 
Randy  Loewen  at  (318)988-0088  or 
(318)234-3050. 


Subscriptions  to  be  handled  in  Conference  Office 


Rev.  Leslie  Akin  is  pleased  to 
announce  that  beginning  July  10th 
all  LUM  subscriptions  will  be  han¬ 
dled  solely  with  in  the  Conference 
Office.  In  the  past,  the  subscription 
process  took  many  weeks  because 
the  subscriptions  were  mailed  to  the 
Conference  Office,  processed  and 
then  mailed  to  Dallas  to  await 
input  on  our  database. 

The  database  will  now  be  man¬ 


aged  in  the  Conference  Office. 
This  will  cut  out  the  time  which 
subscribers  have  had  to  wait  getting 
on  the  database  in  Dallas. 

Subscriptions  will  be  put  on  the 
database  as  they  are  received  and 
weekly  updates  will  be  sent  to 
Dallas. 

If  you  have  a  question  concern¬ 
ing  subscriptions  please  call  Stacie 
Schneider.  (504)346-1646  . 


Ministers  to  study  Sacred  Eyes 


The  1995  Minister's  School  is  an 
invitation  to  view  the  entire  human 
journey  and  your  own  life  with 
Sacred  Eyes.  Ministers  School  will 
take  place  July  24-27,  1995  on  the 
campus  of  Centenary  College  in 
Shreveport. 

Ministers  from  around  the  con¬ 
ference  will  gather  to  hear  the  fea¬ 
tured  lecturer  for  this  event  who 
will  be  Robert  Keck,  author  of  the 
book  Sacred  Eves.  Rev.  Keck  is 
cultural  analyst,  theologian.  United 
Methodist  Minister,  medical  school 
faculty  person,  lecturer,  and  writer. 
He  believes  that  we  are  living  at  a 
crucial  juncture  in  human  history. 
This  juncture  is  unparalleled  in  his¬ 
tory  for  its  danger,  excitement,  and 
magnitude. 

During  the  three-day  school  Dr. 
Keck  will  answer  the  following  four 
questions:  1)  Is  there  meaning  and 
purpose  to  the  long  journey  of 


human  evolution?,  2)  Is  there  some¬ 
thing  special  about  this  particular 
time  in  history  -  1960  to  the  turn  of 
the  millennium?,  3)  If  there  is  such 
a  transformational  time  in  history, 
what  is  it  that  is  being  transformed? 
and  4)  How  do  we  individually  fit 
into  this  time  in  history? 

The  “Summer  Offering  ”  preacher 
this  year  will  be  Rev.  Liz  Lopez 
Spence.  Rev.  Spence  is  Pastor  of 
St.  Luke’s  UMC.  Odessa,  TX.  She 
received  her  Masters  of  Theology  at 
Perkins  School  of  Theology  in 
Dallas.  She  serves  on  the  Agenda 
21  committee  for  the  general  church 
and  the  Editorial  Circle  of 
“Wellsprings  -  A  Journal  of  United 
Methodist  Clergy  Women.”  Liz  is 
also  a  member  of  the  South  Central 
Jurisdiction  Women's  Leadership 
Team. 


Monroe/Ruston  to  host 
Professional  Clergy  Day 


Dr.  Dana  Fewell,  Associate 
Professor,  Perkins  School  of 
Theology  will  Speak  Monday, 
August  7,  1995  at  a  Professional 
Clergy  Day  for  the  pastors  of  the 
Monroe  and  Ruston  Districts.  This 
event  will  take  place  at  Faith  UMC 
in  West  Monroe.  It  will  begin  at 
9:00  a.m.  and  end  at  2:00  p.m.  The 
topic  for  the  seminar  is  “Narrative 


in  the  Hebrew  Scriptures.”  All  cler¬ 
gy  and  laity  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  are  welcome. 
Registration  will  be  $5.00.  which 
includes  lunch.  CEU’s  of  .4 
offered.  Please  call  Phil  Woodland 
(318)387-7364  for  further  informa¬ 
tion. 


New  Editor  hired  for 
Louisiana  United 
Methodist 

A  note  from  the  Editor 

I  have  the  happy  job  of  introducing 
myself  to  you,  although  some  of  you 
may  already  know  me.  My  name  is 
Stacie  Schneider  and  I've  been  working 

in  the  Conference  Office  for  almost  four  _ 

years.  I  worked  with  the  United  Stacie  Schneider 
Methodist  Foundation  of  Louisiana  for 

three  years  and  began  working  for  the  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries  last  summer.  I  have  enjoyed  working  at  the  Conference 
Office  and  look  forward  to  many  exciting  years  in  my  new  position. 

Now  —  to  tell  you  a  little  more  about  myself.  I  am  34  years  old 
and  married.  Some  of  you  (especially  those  of  you  in  the  BR  televi¬ 
sion  market)  may  recognize  my  husband  Steve,  as  that  good-looking 
sports  guy  on  Channel  9.  Steve  and  I  have  four  children  (3  boys,  1 
girl).  My  family  attends  a  small  church  where  Steve  is  church  presi¬ 
dent  and  I  teach  Sunday  School,  organize  potlucks  and  lead  the  Kids 
Choir, 

So  .  .  .  Why  would  I  want  a  full-time  job  as  editor  of  your 
Reporter???  The  answer  is  simple  because  1  love  it!!!  This  morning 
at  6:30  a.m.  as  I  drank  my  first  cup  of  coffee,  I  began  my  day  by 
reading  YOUR  local  church  newsletters.  Believe  me  they  are  better 
than  any  devotional  reading  I  could  find.  The  love  and  spirit  that  are 
so  evident  in  your  local  churches  and  this  conference  are  very  excit¬ 
ing!  We  have  a  vision  for  LUM.  Our  vision  is  that  it  should  be 
YOUR  paper.  Why  do  I  keep  emphasizing  YOUR?  It’s  because  we 
want  to  hear  from  you!  Send  in  your  stories,  call  with  your  story 
ideas,  send  in  your  pictures.  HOW???  Here  is  what  you  need  to  do: 
Story  Text  -  may  be  handwritten  (neatly,  please),  typed  or 
sent  on  by  disk 

Pictures  -  may  be  color  or  black  and  white.  Please  identify 
people  and  activity  on  back  and  be  sure  to  indicate  if  you 
want  the  picture  returned. 

Graphics  -  Do  you  have  a  graphic  for  your  organization  or 
church  that  would  help  the  story?  Send  in  a  good  black  and 
white  copy  (not  glossy,  if  possible)  or  send  it  in  on  disk  if 
you  have  it  in  a  computer  generated  format. 

“"Remember  if  you  are  sending  in  information  concerning 
an  upcoming  event  get  it  into  the  office  at  least  two  weeks 
before  you  want  it  published. 

Please  call  or  write  me  if  you  have  any  suggestions  or  comments. 
I  have  only  one  request  from  you  —  please  keep  this  paper  and  me 
in  your  prayers.  I  know  that  I  cannot  do  this  job  on  my  own.  First,  I 
need  God's  guidance  and  secondly  your  assistance.  God's  Blessings 
to  you  all  —  We  look  forward  to  hearing  from  you. 

P.S.  Pastors  and  church  leaders,  mark  your  calendars,  the 
NetWorker  will  be  in  the  mail  August  1st. 


The  United  Methodist 
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This  19th  century  etching  illustrates  Pilate's  "trial"  of  Jesus  where,  in  the  Gospel  according  to  John, 
Pilate  asks:  "What  is  truth?"  Truth  remains  central  in  this  century's  trials  as  well  as  in  the  trial  of  Jesus. 


Is  Simpson  case  'trial  of 
century?'  No  way,  O.J.! 


The  O.J.  Simpson  murder  trial  has 
been  billed  by  some  journalists  as  the 
"trial  of  the  century." 

Granted,  it  has  overtones  of  star¬ 
dom  and  a  “dream  team"  defense.  If 
not  the  "trial  of  the  century."  it  may 
yet  be  the  century's  longest  trial. 

Another  important  trial  began  this 
month — the  Susan  Smith  murder  trial 
in  the  small  mill  town  of  Union.  S.C. 
She  has  admitted  drowning  her  two 
sons,  ages  1  and  3,  in  a  nearby  lake. 

Both  the  Simpson  and  Smith  trials 
are  news  media  circuses  with  tents 
and  T-shirts.  Both  stories  are  living 
soap  operas.  Both  defendants  have 
become  household  names.  Both  trials 
are  famous,  but  "trials  of  the  centu¬ 
ry?”  Not  likely. 

Little  noticed  is  the  fact  that  this 
month  is  the  70th  anniversary  of  what 
truly  could  be  heralded  as  "the  trial" 
of  tire  20th  Century. 

The  Scopes  "Monkey  Trial"  held 
at  the  Rhea  County  Courthouse  in 
Dayton,  Tenn.,  was  also  a  media  cir¬ 
cus,  except  that  "media”  consisted 
primarily  of  newspapers  and  radio. 

Two  famous  lawyers,  three-time 
presidential  hopeful  and  director  of 
the  prosecution  William  Jennings 
Bryan  and  noted  Chicago  defense 
lawyer  Clarence  Darrow.  battled  it 
out  for  1 1  days  over  the  issue  of  teach¬ 
ing  evolution  in  a  public  high  school. 


Defendant  John  Thomas  Scopes 
was  found  guilty  of  teaching  Dar¬ 
win's  theory  of  evolution  [against 
state  law]  and  fined,  but  his  convic¬ 
tion  was  later  reversed  on  technical 
grounds. 

The  Scopes  Trial  pitted  fundamen¬ 
talism  against  modernism,  orthodox 
thought  against  free  thought,  state 
education  against  academic  freedom. 

In  many  ways  the  Scopes  Trial 
remains  alive  after  70  years  in  today's 
controversy  around  religious  free¬ 
dom,  public  education  and  the  First 
Amendment. 

What  trial  would  you  add  to  the 
"nominees”  for  "trial  of  the  century"? 
In  reality  we've  got  more  potential 
nominees  than  we  have  decades,  e.g. 
the  Lindbergh  trial,  the  Rosenberg 
trial,  etc.  Many  of  those  trials 
involved  murder  and  passion.  Most 
have  or  had  famed  lawyers.  All  have 
or  had  a  sense  of  intense  drama. 

Yet  no  trial  in  history  had  more 
drama  than  that  of  the  young  small¬ 
town  Nazarene  named  Jesus. 

His  brief  trial  before  Pilate,  men¬ 
tioned  in  all  four  Gospels  [Matthew 
27:11-14,  Mark  15:2-5.  Luke  23:2-5 
and  John  18:28-32]  is  THE  TRIAL  of 
all  time. 

The  "trial"  of  Jesus  before  Pilate 
has  been  portrayed  in  paintings,  dra¬ 
mas  and  music  more  times  and  in 
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more  places  than  any  other  trial  in 
Western  history. 

As  in  other  famous  trials  like  the 
Scopes  trial,  more  was  on  trial  than 
an  individual.  Jesus’  trial  had  more  to 
do  with  politics,  power  and  eternal 
destiny  than  blasphemy  or  inciting  a 
riot. 

Like  other  famous  trials,  justice 
was  important,  but  justice  for  Jesus 
was  washed  from  the  hands  of  power 
and  left  to  a  mob.  His  trial  became  a 
sacred  event. 

The  essential  quest  of  any  trial, 
even  one  that  merely  goes  through  the 
motions,  is  “truth.”  In  the  Gospel 
according  to  John.  Truth  becomes 
personified  in  the  person  of  Jesus, 
who  said:  “Everyone  who  belongs  to 
the  truth  listens  to  my  voice." 

To  this  we  hear  the  words  of  Pilate 
ring,  “What  is  truth?” 

The  same  question  is  asked  of  the 
famous  trials  of  this  century  and  sum¬ 
mer.  For  O.J.  Simpson:  "What  is 
truth?”  For  Susan  Smith:  “What  is 
truth?” 

But  the  eternal  trial  question  is: 
"Who  is  Truth?" 


Church's  finance  agency  shouldn't  withhold  settlement  terms 


I  greeted  with  satisfaction  the  news  that 
GCFA  and  Craig  Hoskins  jointly  resolved  the 
lawsuit  Mr.  Hoskins  brought  against  our 
church's  “top  Financial  agency”  (see  UMR, 
July  7). 


However,  I  greeted  with  curiosity  border¬ 
ing  on  consternation  the  fact  that  “terms  of 
the  settlement  remain  confidential.” 

If  Mr.  Hoskins  receives  even  one  cent  of 
United  Methodist  Church  funds  as  a  settle¬ 
ment,  how  can  the  church's  Financial  agency 
withhold  such  information  from  the  very  con¬ 
stituency  who  provides  the  funds?  Doesn't 
GCFA  give  an  account  to  the  church  for  the 
way  our  dollars  are  spent? 

Randall  L.  Robinson 
Camp  Point.  Illinois 

Movie  doesn't  tell  real  story 

After  reading  Denise  Johnson  Stovall's 
movie  review  of  “Pocahontas”  (see  UMR. 
June  30),  I  wonder  if  she's  ever  studied  the 
true  account  of  the  life  and  times  of  this  brave 
woman.  If  she  had  I  don’t  think  she  would  be 
so  quick  to  tell  parents  not  to  worry  when  tak¬ 
ing  their  preschoolers  to  view  this  Film. 

The  Disney  version  of  Pocahontas'  kind¬ 
ness  to  the  Jamestown  settlers,  particularly 
John  Smith,  should  receive  the  eco-political- 
ly  correct  award  of  the  century.  Nowhere  in 
Disney’s  liberal  retelling  do  we  get  the  true 
account  of  her  many  brave  deeds,  let  alone 
her  conversion  to  Christianity. 

You  can't  believe  everything  Disney  tells 
you.  You  might  be  better  off  to  head  down  to 
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your  local  bookstore  where  you  can  purchase 
a  copy  of  Carol  Green’s  biography,  Pocahon¬ 
tas,  Daughter  of  a  Chief  (Children's  Press, 
Chicago).  In  it  your  children  will  get  an  accu¬ 
rate  account  of  Pocahontas  and  the  aid  she 
gave  the  early  settlers. 

Kathy  Lundgren 

Rockton,  Illinois 

Sombody  might  see  me 

Some  years  ago  the  late  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Joseph 
Quillian  were  in  attendance  at  a  large  gather¬ 
ing  of  a  conservative/fundamentalist  group 
meeting  in  the  SMU  Moody  Coliseum.  The 
speaker  was  the  national  leader  of  the  organi¬ 
zation.  At  the  end  of  the  meeting.  Dean  Quil¬ 
lian  hurried  his  wife  toward  an  exit.  Upon  being 
asked  why  the  hurry,  Joe  replied  that  if  he  stayed 
around,  someone  would  surely  recognize  him 
and  wonder  why  he  was  at  such  a  meeting. 

For  more  than  60  years  I  have  received 
everything  from  The  United  Methodist 
Church  that  the  Promise  Keepers  promise.  I 
worship  at  a  United  Methodist  church  of  more 
than  5.000  members  where  I  hear  Christ  pro¬ 
claimed  and  His  way  exalted,  but  I  have  yet 
to  hear  any  one  in  the  church,  clergy  or  laity. 


mention  the  Promise  Keepers. 

My  reason  for  not  attending  one  of  the 
meetings  is  that  someone  might  see  me  who 
knows  me. 

G.W.  French  Jr. 

Arlington,  Texas 

Peace  concerning  clergy  salaries 

Webster’s  deFines  integrity  as  honesty,  com¬ 
pleteness  and  incorruptible.  Credibility  is 
defined  as  trust,  believability  and  professed 
ideals  equaling  actual  practice.  In  the  struggle 
to  bring  peace  with  justice  (shalom)  to  the  issues 
of  clergy  appointments  and  clergy  salaries,  per¬ 
haps  the  basic  question  is  "What  needs  to  hap¬ 
pen  to  bring  about  integrity  and  credibility  in 
our  appointment  and  salary  systems?” 

It  was  inevitable  that  a  study  committee  of 
a  dozen  clergy  and  laity  from  churches  aver¬ 
aging  nearly  $60,000  in  clergy  salaries  would 
conclude  that  no  “standardizing"  of  salaries 
was  necessary.  The  study  committee  also 
admonished  clergy  to  “exhibit  a  servant  atti¬ 
tude  in  a  willingness  to  make  Financial  sacri- 
Fices  as  an  example  of  Christian  commitment.” 

There  are  available  to  our  General  Confer¬ 
ence  in  1996  three  other  tools  which  may  have 
more  realistic  chance  of  approval: 

1)  In  1989  one  bold,  creative  conference 
leader  proposed  the  mass  use  of  certified  lay 


speakers  as  “located,  non-salaries  pastors”  of 
churches  not  able  to  afford  a  full-time  elder. 
Such  appointment  program  would  also 
require  each  annual  conference  to  reassess 
how  many  full-time  elders  it  needed  each  year 
as  others  retired,  based  on  full-time  churches 
available  for  appointment. 

2)  Clergy  in  at  least  one  annual  conference 
have  voluntarily  decided  to  share  their 
salaries  equally.  About  10-12  clergy  in  Wash- 
ington-Maryland  place  all  their  salaries  in  a 
common  pool,  and  all  of  them  receive  equal 
amounts  from  the  fund. 

3)  Finally,  the  General  Conference  in  1996 
has  the  power  to  reinstate  paragraph  #893  of 
the  1972  Discipline  which  was  removed  in 
1976.  This  paragraph  is  a  voluntary  basic 
salary  plan  for  all  clergy  in  an  annual  confer¬ 
ence  that  by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  their  annual 
meeting  delegates  chooses  to  provide  a  basic 
salary  plan  for  all  clergy.  Clergy  salaries  are 
determined  by  and  paid  out  from  an  appor¬ 
tioned  fund  which  is  controlled  by  the  confer¬ 
ence  council  on  finance  and  administration. 

Other  viable  options  may  emerge,  but, 
whatever  route  we  take,  the  goal  remains  the 
same:  “Integrity  with  credibility  which  equals 
peace  with  justice  which  is  God’s  shalom.” 

R.  J.  Lepley 

Candler,  North  Carolina 


Tattered  pages  restore  Methodist  hearts 


By  BETTIE  WILSON  STORY 

The  pages  were  fragile:  brown  and 
brittle  from  55  years  in  a  file.  Tattered 
edges  were  smoked  from  the  parson¬ 
age  fire  when  I  was  Five.  With  slow 
care  I  slipped  off  the  rusty  paperclips 
placed  on  the  sermon  manuscripts  so 
long  ago. 

Ashford,  Taylor.  Piney  Grove, 
Madrid.  Kinsey.  Friendship.  Grimes. 
Midland  City  were  names  my  father 
had  written  on  the  front  page  of  each 
manuscript  with  the  dates  when  he 
had  preached  that  sermon.  On  the  list 
were  eight  of  the  19  churches  he 
served  his  first  five  years  out  of  sem¬ 
inary. 

More  than  enough  churches  were 
under  his  care.  Yet  he  preached  often 
and  passionately  the  heritage  from 
John  Wesley  that  the  world  is  the 
church’s  “pastoral  charge.” 

In  a  sermon  installing  officers  of 
the  former  Woman's  Society  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Service,  in  which  he  credited  the 
women’s  organization  as  the  main 
agency  through  which  mission  work 
was  carried  on,  he  noted  that  John 
Wesley  did  not  need  to  organize  a 
missionary  society. 


“The  missionary  character  of 
Methodism  was  taken  for  granted,” 
he  said.  "Our  church  came  into  exis¬ 
tence  as  a  missionary  movement. 
There  are  some  things  that  the 
Methodist  Church  could  lose  without 
serious  injury,  but  she  could  not  lose 
her  spirit  of  missions  without  losing 
her  soul.” 

There  is  “one  God,  one  world,  one 
human  nature."  he  declared  in  1940 
and  1941  when  the  world  was  bent  on 
war. 

In  other  sermons  he  emphasized 
God’s  call  to  all  Christians  to  be  mis¬ 
sionaries,  holding  up  the  ministry  of 
every  church  member.  Each  is 
assigned  work  to  do  by  God  regard¬ 
less  of  the  way  in  which  he  or  she 
serves. 

"Real  Christianity  is  a  moral  hero¬ 
ism  that  shirks  no  responsibility"  for 
God's  mission,  he  said. 

He  used  illustrations  of  Africans, 
African  Americans,  citizens  of  India, 
Japan,  and  China  whose  lives  were 
dominated  by  love. 

And  he  called  attention  to  needs  in 
the  small  rural  villages  of  southeast 
Alabama  where  he  served.  Were  they 
conscious  of  the  suffering  there?  Did 


they  care?  Were  they  conscious  of  the 
physical  and  spiritual  needs  of 
African  Americans  in  their  commu¬ 
nity? 

“If  so,  are  you  conscious  enough 
that  it  causes  agony  in  your  own 
heart?  I  am  asking  myself  these  ques¬ 
tions,  too.  Think  them  over  with  me. 
They  must  be  answered  positively 
before  the  still  small  voice  of  God  is 
heard  to  say.  Who  will  go?” 

In  a  conference  mission  booklet 
published  in  1956,  one  year  after  my 
father's  death  from  cancer  and  dedi¬ 
cated  to  his  demonstration  of  the 
"deepest  meaning  of  Methodism's 
warm  heart,"  Cullen  Bryant  Wilson 
Sr.  was  quoted  as  saying  that  "the 
doctrine  of  ‘Perfect  Love'  has  given 
Methodism  her  warm  heart,  and  made 
her  a  worldwide  church  with  a  world¬ 
wide  mission." 

Conference  mission  secretary  that 
year,  as  for  many  years,  was  my  dad’s 
youngest  brother.  Robert.  He  wrote  in 
the  foreword  of  the  booklet: 

"One  cannot  carry  out  the  commis¬ 
sion  of  Christ  alone.  It  is  the  church 
that  takes  my  gifts  from  the  offering 
plate,  places  them  side  by  side  with 
gifts  from  millions  of  fellow 
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Methodists  and  translates  them  into 
redemptive  acts  of  love  and  mercy  to 
the  uttermost  parts  of  the  earth.  There¬ 
fore.  it  is  the  church  that  makes  it  pos¬ 
sible  for  me  to  be  a  missionary." 

I  had  climbed  to  the  attic  on 
Memorial  Day  morning  to  hunt  some¬ 
thing  else.  It  turned  out  to  be  the  same 
time  that  many  of  my  family,  includ¬ 
ing  the  church  family,  were  partici¬ 
pating  in  the  memorial  service  at  the 
Alabama- West  Florida  Annual  Con¬ 
ference.  Robert  was  one  of  the  pas¬ 
tors  remembered  for  his  ministry.  He 
had  died  needlessly  last  July  follow¬ 
ing  a  botched  surgery. 

I  was  in  the  attic  alone.  My  sub¬ 
conscious.  I  prefer  to  call  it  the  Holy 
Spirit,  had  drawn  me  there  at  that  pre¬ 
cise  time  and  given  me  something  I 
was  not  seeking:  renewed  thanksgiv¬ 
ing  for  heroes  of  the  faith  and  my 
grounding  from  earliest  childhood  in 
the  global  nature  of  the  church,  moti¬ 
vated  by  the  passion  of  Christ  for  his 
followers  to  "go  into  all  the  world." 

That  is  your  heritage  too.  Claim  it! 
You  are  laboring  with  Christians  in 
Africa.  Asia.  Europe.  Russia.  Latin 
America,  North  America,  and  your 
community  to  make  that  heritage  a 
reality  in  the  unfinished  tasks  of  love 
and  devotion. 
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What  others  are 
saying  .  .  . 

"Let  us  name  the  demon  that  seems 
to  be  running  the  show  in  Christian 
homiletics  these  days.  It  is  Fear.  Wrath 
of  the  kind  which  only  the  preaching 
of  the  raw  Word  of  God  can  trigger  — 
murderous  wrath  —  is  not  an  easy  thing 
to  face.  And  few  choose  to  face  it.  Our 
preachers  have  all  gone  strangely 
quiet." 

— Barbara  Nauer  in  Faith  and 
Renewal. 

*  *  * 

"People  want  what  only  the  church 
can  offer.  ...  As  United  Methodists 
we  have  the  heritage,  the  infrastruc¬ 
ture,  the  theology,  the  warm  hearts, 
the  music.” 

—  The  Rev.  Martha  Rowlett, 
Rolling  Hills,  Calif. 


Image . 

People’s  judgments  are  often  based  on  what  they  see 
or  perceive.  A  professionally  published  national 
newspaper  with  you  as  front  page  news  enhances  the 
image  of  your  local  congregation. 

This  Is  An  Opportunity  You  Need  To  Investigate  Now! 
Compare  Your  Costs  and  UMR  Investment  Today! 

Call  Us  Now! 

Kay  Fielder 

P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275 
(214)  630-6495  (800)  947-0207 

FAX:  (2141  630-0079 


Tell  us  your 
views! 

Address  letters  for 
publication  to  "Letters  to  the 
Editor."  Include  your  full 
name,  address  and  telephone 
number: 

SfJBy  mail  to  P.O.  Box  660275, 
Da!las,TX  75266-0275 
®By  fax  to  214-630-0079 
yf  By  E-mail: 

EcuNet:  mailbox  UMR 
CompuServe:  76113,662. 
Internet: 

761 1 3.662@compuserve.com 


Faith  in  the  world 


JULY  21,  1995 


Faith 

_ watch 

PRISONER  FINDS  GOD  :  Susan  Smith. 

on  trial  in  Union.  S.C.,  for  allegedly  drowning 
her  two  sons,  said  she  found  God  during  her 
eight  months  in  solitary  confinement  awaiting 
her  trial,  according  to  a  Reuters  news  service 
'report  of  an  interview  with  her  pastor.  The  Rev. 
Mark  Long,  pastor  of  Buffalo  (S.C.)  United 
Methodist  Church,  baptized  her  and  heard  her 
confession  of  faith  last  February  in  a  maximum 
security  prison  in  Columbia,  S.C.  (see  related 
editorial  on  Page  2  of  this  issue).  Mr.  Long  said 
that  Ms.  Smith  has  accepted  responsibility  for  the 
deaths  of  Michael  (3)  and  Alex  ( 14  months). 

"She  knows  that  she  will  be  punished  and  she 
accepts  that,"  said  Mr.  Long.  Presently  she  would 
favor  death  over  life  in  prison,  Mr.  Long  said,  but 
that  probably  will  change  "as  she  becomes  more 
of  a  full  Christian  and  is  afforded  an  opportunity 
to  grow  in  faith  and  know  God  is  with  her.” 

MEMBERSHIP  DECLINE  Unofficial 

membership  numbers  reported  by  U.S.  United 
Methodist  annual  conferences,  as  compiled  by 
Newscope  and  United  Methodist  News  Service, 
showed  56,520  members  left  The  United 
Methodist  Church  in  1994.  The  decrease  is 
3,480  less  than  in  1993.  The  largest  membership 
losses  were  reported  by  West  Ohio  Conference — 
5,053;  Baltimore-Washington  Conference — 
3,844;  and  Central  New  York  Conference — 

3,478.  Conferences  showing  largest  gains  were 
Texas  Conference — 3.400;  and  Alabama- West 
Florida  Conference — 3.095. 

KOREAN  UNITS  ASKED:  A  national 

committee  on  United  Methodist  Korean  Ameri¬ 
can  ministries  is  asking  the  denomination's  1996 
legislative  General  Conference  to  establish  a 
Korean-language  missionary  conference  in 
three  of  the  church’s  five  U.S.  jurisdictions — 
North  Central,  around  Chicago;  Northeast, 
around  New  York;  and  Western,  around  Los 
Angeles.  Mission  conferences  are  seen  by  the 
committee  as  a  way  of  preparing  Korean-speak¬ 
ing  congregations  for  transition  fully  into  the 
connectional  system.  Korean  churches — there  are 
approximately  400  in  the  U.S. — are  said  not  to 
support  the  apportionment  system  well,  but  the 
mission  conferences  are  seen  as  a  place  for  train¬ 
ing  Korean  clergy  and  congregations  about  the 
importance  of  churchwide  ministries  supported 
by  the  apportionments. 

BRITONS  STUDY  PURPOSE:  For  the 

first  time  in  58  years,  the  annual  conference  of  the 
British  Methodist  Church  recently  considered  a 
statement  on  the  nature  of  the  church.  Members 
received  a  draft  report  entitled  “Called  to  Love 
and  Serve”  designed  to  generate  discussion  of 
the  church’s  purpose  and  ministry  among  the 
denomination’s  congregations.  "It  is  a  very  rich 
document  that  spells  out  ministry,”  said  Bishop 
Roy  I.  Sano  of  Los  Angeles,  one  of  four  United 
Methodist  representatives  to  the  conference. 

EVANGELICALS  GROWING: The 

number  of  evangelical  Christians  is  surging  in 
primarily  Catholic  Bolivia,  according  to  recent 
figures  published  by  the  government.  The 
National  Statistics  Institute  reported  about 
707,000  Bolivians  now  call  themselves  Protes¬ 
tants,  representing  1 1  percent  of  Bolivia's  6.4- 
million  citizens,  according  to  the  news  agency  of 
the  Latin  American  Council  of  Churches. 
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UM  artists  brighten  Denver's  airport 


UMCOM  PHOTO  BY  DON  SMALL 


This  brightly  colored  mural  is  a  part  of  a  series  titled  "Children  of  the  World  Dream  of  Peace." 
Painted  by  United  Methodists  Leo  Tanguma  and  his  daughter  Leticia  Tanguma,  the  mural  will 
join  two  others  of  the  series  which  are  hanging  in  Denver's  new  international  airport. 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

Leo  Tanguma  is  a  warrior.  His 
weapons  of  choice  are  his  paint 
brushes. 

As  a  mural  artist  who  feels  it  is 
his  Christian  duty  to  “speak  truth 
as  clearly  as  I  can,”  Mr.  Tanguma, 
a  member  of  Berkley  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Denver,  said. 
His  battling  brushes  wage  war  by 
depicting  disturbing  and  sometimes 
grotesque  scenes  of  racism,  injus¬ 
tice,  police  brutality,  oppression, 
subjugation  of  minorities  and 
women  and  environmental  disaster. 

But  more  often  he  paints  hope¬ 
ful  scenes  with  happy  children. 

'Children  of  the  World' 

The  gentle-voiced,  Mexican- 
American  artist,  whose  murals 
have  attracted  critical  acclaim  and 
media  attention  in  the  southwest¬ 
ern  United  States,  is  creating,  along 
with  his  daughter  Leticia  Tanguma, 
a  series  of  colorful  murals  in  Den¬ 
ver’s  highly  publicized  new  air¬ 
port.  The  murals  are  titled  “Chil¬ 
dren  of  the  World  Dream  of  Peace.” 

United  Methodists  from  around 
the  world  will  see  this  work  by  fel¬ 
low  church  members  when  they  fly 
into  Denver  next  April  to  attend  the 
1996  General  Conference,  the 
church's  highest  legislative  body. 

Two  of  the  four  planned  mural 
panels  were  hung  in  March  1994. 
Each  panel  is  nearly  1 1  feet  high. 

Children  mourn  animals 

The  smaller  panel,  15  feet  wide, 
examines  the  negative  effect  of 
industrialized  societies  on  the  envi¬ 
ronment.  Six  children  of  different 
races  are  depicted  mourning  a  dead 
snow  leopard  and  other  endangered 
or  extinct  animals  against  a  back¬ 


ground  of  a  burning  rain  forest. 

The  larger  mural,  some  29  feet 
wide,  is  more  hopeful.  Children  in 
festive  costumes  representing  31 
countries  move  toward  a  flower  sim¬ 
ilar  to  the  Holy  Ghost  Orchid  whose 
central  petals  resemble  a  dove. 

The  mural  the  Tangumas  are 
currently  working  on  also  depicts 
smiling  children  of  the  world  in 
bright  costumes  moving  toward  a 
central  figure  of  a  boy  hammering 
a  sword  over  a  plow.  The  children 
are  carrying  bundles  of  weapons 
toward  the  plow. 

“You  can  see  Christ  in  every  lit¬ 


tle  face,”  Mr.  Tanguma  said. 

Ms.  Tangmua  elaborated  for  the 
Reporter. 

“Because  we  are  Christians,  my 
father  based  the  theme  on  the 
sword  and  the  ploughshares  (Isa¬ 
iah  2:4),”  she  said. 

Although  father  and  daughter 
are  Christians,  she  said,  they 
respect  other  faiths.  This  respect  is 
reflected  in  the  murals  which 
depict  Jewish  and  Islamic  children 
as  well  as  children  of  other  faiths. 

The  murals  are  very  much  a  work 
in  progress,  she  said,  with  current 
events  shaping  the  contents  and 


scenes  depicted  as  they  go  along. 

Ms.  Tanguma  said  working  with 
her  father,  who  is  widowed  and  has 
remarried,  is  “an  honor.”  They 
have  worked  together  about  10 
years,  she  said,  using  enormous 
amounts  of  acrylic  paints  which 
they  sometimes  order  by  the  quart. 

They  use  acrylics,  she 
explained,  because  of  their  bright 
colors.  The  murals  are  painted  on 
plywood  so  they  can  be  moved 
from  place  to  place. 

Many  faces  on  the  mural  are 
those  of  real  children:  Ms.  Tan- 
cuma's  children  (his  grandchil¬ 


dren)  and  their  friends. 

In  addition,  the  artists  used 
faces  from  photos  of  actual  victims 
of  gang  violence  they  received 
from  area  families  as  a  message  foi 
the  living. 

Mr.  Tanguma  told  the  Reportei 
that  he  always  paints  “in  commu¬ 
nity”  whether  in  his  present  shop¬ 
ping  center  studio  or  in  “rough” 
neighborhoods  where  he  has  paint¬ 
ed  some  of  his  murals. 

People — including  groups  ol 
school  children — stop  and  watch 
him  paint,  he  said,  and  that  opens 
up  discussion. 

“I  talk  more  than  I  paint,”  he 
said. 

Opportunity  to  talk 

Talking  gives  him  an  opportuni¬ 
ty  to  talk  about  his  beliefs  and  wh> 
certain  symbols  are  painted  into  the 
murals,  he  said. 

The  interaction  goes  both  ways 
The  community  people  and  then 
concerns  are  sometimes  painted 
into  the  murals,  he  said. 

“Poor  people  are  so  pleased.”  he 
said.  “It  means  a  lot  to  folks.  They 
feel  my  work  represents  them 
well.” 

Mr.  Tanguma  is  particularly 
pleased  to  talk  with  children  and 
youths,  he  said. 

“I  talk  about  history,  about  val¬ 
ues,  about  family.  I  tell  them  the 
parables  of  Jesus,  which  many 
have  never  heard. 

“I  talk  to  the  kids  about  doing 
drugs,  dropping  out  of  school, 
wasting  their  lives.  It  shakes  up  the 
kids.  Maybe  it  makes  them  think. 

“I  tell  them.  “The  greatest  thing 
we  can  do  with  our  talent  is  to  work 
for  human  dignity  and  human  lib¬ 
eration.’ 

“All  I  can  do  is  paint.  The  only 
weapon  I  have  is  my  painting.” 


Painful  early  years  spawned  mural  artist's  present  activism 


The  political  activism  reflected 
so  clearly  in  the  work  of  United 
Methodist  muralist  Leo  Tanguma, 
52,  grew  out  his  life  as  a  child  of 
migrant  farmworkers  in  Texas. 

His  earliest  memories  are  of 
himself  at  3  or  4  years  old  working 
in  a  row  of  cotton  with  his  mother 
in  the  1940s. 

He  recalls  his  mother’s  bloody 
fingers. 

Her  hands  were  softened,  he 
said,  because  she  so  often  had  them 
in  water  as  she  washed  dishes  and 
the  family's  laundry.  When  she 
went  to  work  in  the  fields,  cotton 
bowls  pricked  her  fingers,  he  said, 
and  made  them  bleed. 

He  recalls  the  gentleness  and  the 
stoicism  of  his  parents.  His  mother 
got  up  every  early  each  morning  to 
cook  toftillas  before  going  to  the 
fields.  He  said  they  prayed  often 
every  day. 


““A  scene  I’ve  wanted  to  paint  is 
my  family  in  a  dilapidated  old 
barn,”  Mr.  Tanguma  said.  “My  par¬ 
ents  had  spread  a  blanket  on  the 
floor  for  our  meal.  My  parents' 
concern  was  always  for  the  needy. 
My  mother  prayed  for  the  poor,  the 
needy  and  for  those  who  couldn't 
work  and  were  hungry.” 

As  a  child,  his  role  model  was 
Christ,  he  said. 

“There  were  no  Chicano  leaders 
at  that  time.”  Mr.  Tanguma  said. 
"Christ  was  this  incredible  figure  to 
a  little  boy  who  was  so  sensitive." 

As  a  young  man,  Mr.  Tanguma 
moved  to  Houston.  He  got  a  job  as 
a  dishwasher,  and  his  family  soon 
followed.  His  father  got  a  job  cut¬ 
ting  grass. 

““But  we  were  happy  because  we 
were  together,"  he  said. 

In  Houston,  Mr.  Tanguma  said 
“the  poverty  and  injustice  I  saw 


every  day” 
were  reflected 
in  the  murals 
he  had  started 
painting. 

One  of  his 
Houston 
murals, 

“Rebirth  of 
Our  Nationali¬ 
ty,”  was  paint¬ 
ed  in  1973  for 
an  exterior 
wall  of  the 
Continental 
Can  Co.  The 
building  was  recently  named  a  his¬ 
torical  landmark  by  the  Texas 
Sesquicentennial  Commission. 

While  in  Houston.  Mr.  Tanguma 
discovered  the  Chicano  move¬ 
ment,  which  was  active  from  the 
mid-60s  to  the  mid-80s. 

““There  was  intense  activism  in 


the  Mexican- 
American  com¬ 
munities  in  Cali¬ 
fornia  and  across 
New  MexicQ  and 
Texas,  at  that 
time,”  he  said. 
“We  were  sympa¬ 
thetic  to  the  strug¬ 
gles  for  liberation 
in  Cuba  and 
Nicaragua  and 
other  Latin  Amer¬ 
ican  countries,” 
he  continued. 

In  spite  of  his 
growing  reputation  as  an  artist,  he 
said,  he  and  his  family  suffered  a 
number  of  painful  experiences 
over  a  10-year  period  beginning  in 
1972:  A  large  mural  mysteriously 
disappeared,  his  studio  was  shot  at 
and  later  burned  with  his  life's 
work  inside,  a  dispute  with  the  Arts 


Council  of  Houston  led  to  the  can¬ 
cellation  of  a  major  commissioned 
work,  and  his  wife  died  of  cancer. 

As  a  result,  the  Tanguma  family 
left  Texas  for  Colorado  in  1983. 

In  Colorado,  his  stature  as  an 
artist  increased.  An  exhibition  con¬ 
taining  his  work  drew  some  90,000 
viewers  at  the  Denver  Art  Museum. 

His  political  activism  and  admi¬ 
ration  of  revolutionaries  also  con¬ 
tinued  and  appeared  in  his  murals. 

Mr.  Tanguma  considers  himself 
a  revolutionary. 

"If  you  are  not  a  revolutionary,” 
he  said,  “you  cannot  call  yourself 
a  Christian. 

“I  see  the  value  of  democracy.  I 
just  wish  it  was  applied  equally 
among  all  people.  I  identify  with 
people  everywhere  who  struggle 
for  their  liberation.” 

-DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 


Leo  Tanguma  with  doves. 


UMs  send  special  tents  to  Zaire 


By  ALICE  M.  SMITH 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

With  the  dedication  of  a  specially 
designed  canvas  tent  July  9  in  Atlanta. 
The  United  Methodist  Church  moved 
forward  in  its  campaign  to  save 
orphaned  and  abandoned  Rwandan 
children  at  refugee  camps  in  Zaire. 

The  20  by  30  foot  tent,  designed  to 
withstand  70  mile-an-hour  winds  and 
provide  ventilation  in  100  degree  heat, 
will  be  shipped  to  Goma.  Zaire,  along 
with  a  series  of  other  tents,  to  form  the 
United  Methodist  Children's  Village. 

'No  child  should  live  like  this' 

“None  of  God's  children  any¬ 
where  in  the  world  ought  to  have  to 
live  like  this,"  said  Bishop  Felton  E. 
Bishop  May  of  Harrisburg,  Pa., 
describing  the  horrific  conditions  of 
the  refugee  camps. 

Contrary  to  Christian  standards, 
children  around  the  world  are  not  held 
in  high  regard.  Bishop  May  said. 
“People  have  been  messing  with  chil¬ 
dren  throughout  all  of  history,...  It  con¬ 
tinues  today,  and  there  is  need  once 
again  to  cry  out,  ‘Save  the  Children!'" 

Cascade  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Atlanta,  where  the  dedication  took 
place,  has  agreed  to  underwrite  the 
cost,  about  $35,000,  of  the  first  chil¬ 
dren’s  village.  Eventually  there  will 
be  three  such  villages,  each  with  eight 
residential  tents,  an  infirmary,  a  cook¬ 
ing/dining  facility,  an  administrative 
tent  and  a  place  to  worship. 

Long-term  plans  call  for  the  con¬ 
struction  of  permanent  buildings, 
built  by  United  Methodist  volunteers, 
to  replace  the  tents. 


Admirers  look  at  one  of  the  tents 
that  will  be  a  part  of  the  United 
Methodist  Children's  Village  in 
Zaire.  The  tents  will  shelter  some 
of  the  60,000  unaccompanied 
children  who  fled  from  Rwanda 
to  Zaire  during  a  genocidal  war. 

The  orphanages  have  become  a 
necessity  because  a  genocidal  war  in 
Rwanda  has  left  thousands  of  children 
without  parents.  At  least  a  half  mil¬ 
lion  people  have  been  killed,  and  mil¬ 
lions  of  others  have  fled  to  Zaire. 

One  result  of  the  Rwandan  tragedy, 
said  the  Rev.  Randolph  Nugent,  head 
of  the  United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  is  "over 
60,000  children,  unaccompanied,  liv¬ 
ing  between  two  active  volcanoes. 


with  ash  in  the  air.  running  on  rocks 
which  cut  their  feet,  without  sanitary 
conditions.” 

Tents  like  the  one  dedicated  at  Cas¬ 
cade  Church,  he  said,  "will  provide 
cover  from  the  rain  and  the  sun.  They 
will  be  the  place  in  which  care  and 
food  and  support  are  given  to  children. 
The  children  who  will  be  living  . 
(there)  will  not  have  to  be  sent  to  the 
large  camps.  .  .(where)  there  is  no 
security,  the  violence  still  continues, 
and  their  future  is  uncertain." 

The  tents  were  especially  designed 
by  William  R.  Rhan  of  Tent  Doctor 
Family,  to  withstand  the  weather  con¬ 
ditions  in  Zaire. 

Niels  French,  a  United  Methodist 
missionary  currently  based  at  the 
Mission  Resource  Center  in  Atlanta, 
is  one  of  the  construction  supervisors. 

Bishop  May's  dream 

The  children's  villages  are  the 
dream  of  Bishop  May,  who  is  on  study 
leave  in  Atlanta  this  summer.  He  was 
part  of  a  denominational  team  who 
traveled  to  Zaire  almost  a  year  ago  to 
assess  the  refugee  situation  and 
decide  how  the  United  Methodist 
Church  could  help. 

What  he  saw  still  gives  him  night¬ 
mares,  he  said.  “Children  squatting 
and  crawling,  sick  unto  death  . .  .2  to 
14  children  on  a  bunk  .  .  .  dysentery, 
meningitis,  diarrhea  all  en  mass." 

He  returned  to  the  United  States 
determined  to  harness  the  resources 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church  to 
help  the  children. 

Ms.  Smith  is  executive  director  of 
the  Georgia  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
munications  Council  in  Atlanta. 


Judges  hear  oral  arguments  in 
clergy  income  tax  case  appeal 


By  DANIEL  R.  GANGLER 

Associate  Editor 

Afederal  three-judge  panel  heard  oral  arguments  July 
1 1  in  a  tax  case  appeal  from  a  United  Methodist  pastor, 
the  Rev.  Michael  D.  Weber. 

Following  the  hour-long  proceedings,  Randy  Worth, 
attorney  and  trial  counsel  to  Mr.  Weber,  a  pastor  in 
Stonewall.  N.C.,  said  it  was  impossible  to  predict  how 
this  case  might  be  decided. 

Last  summer  a  federal  tax  court  rejected  Mr.  Weber's 
claim  of  “self-employed"  tax  status.  The  appeal  court 
decision  could  affect  almost  all  United  Methodist  clergy. 

Attorneys  for  the  denomination  have  said  that  more 
than  30  federal  income  tax  disputes  hinge  on  whether 
United  Methodist  pastors  are  defined  as  church  employ¬ 
ees  or  as  self-employed  contractors. 

According  to  a  United  Methodist  News  Service  story 
last  September,  the  Michael  D.  and  Barbara  L.  Weber 
vs.  Commissioner  of  Internal  Revenue  case  has  become 
the  test  case  on  this  tax  issue. 

Other  United  Methodist  pastors  with  similar  tax  cases 
pending  have  agreed  to  be  bound  by  the  final  decision 
of  the  Weber  case. 

Mary  Logan,  chief  counsel  of  the  church’s  General 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administration,  attended  the 
proceedings. 

She  said  the  judges  asked  Mr.  Worth  question  after 
question  for  30  minutes  about  the  structure  and  gover¬ 
nance  of  The  United  Methodist  Church  and  about  Mr. 
Weber's  professional  relationship  to  the  denomination. 

Ms.  Logan  said  the  judges  also  asked  about  salary 
guarantees  for  United  Methodist  clergy  within  annual 
(regional)  conferences  and  about  the  rights  of  bishops 
in  firing  pastors. 

Internal  Revenue  Service  appellate  attorney  Kenneth 
Green  of  Washington  also  answered  a  barrage  of  ques¬ 
tions  for  approximately  a  half  hour. 

According  to  Ms.  Logan,  neither  lawyer  was  allowed 


Ms.  Logan  (chief  counsel  for  the 
church's  finance  agency)  predicted 
that  the  appellate  judges'  opinion  will 
be  rendered  in  about  two  months  but 
could  take  up  to  a  year. 


to  deliver  prepared  arguments — a  common  practice  with 
appellate  judges  hearing  oral  arguments. 

Ms.  Logan  predicted  that  the  appellate  judges'  opinion 
will  be  rendered  in  about  two  months  but  could  take  up  to 
a  year  depending  upon  their  case  loads  and  type  of  cases. 
She  said  criminal  cases  take  priority  over  other  cases. 

If  the  court  rules  in  favor  of  Mr.  Weber,  said  Ms. 
Logan,  several  legal  options  may  occur  from  the  correc¬ 
tion  of  minor  errors  in  the  court  trial  to  retrial. 

If  the  court  of  appeals  rules  in  favor  of  the  IRS,  Ms. 
Logan  told  the  Reporter,  there  are  two  options:  take  the 
case  to  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  or  end  the  case. 

As  to  the  present  action  of  the  church’s  general 
finance  council.  Ms.  Logan  said:  “We're  analyzing  this 
issue  engaging  in  judicial  activities  that  would  change 
the  church's  traditional  self-understanding.” 

The  church  has  traditionally  understood  clergy  to  be 
self-employed  professionals  in  relationship  to  the  IRS. 

Earlier  this  year  Senator  David  Pryor  (D-Ark.)  went 
to  bat  for  pastors.  He  requested  and  received  confirma¬ 
tion  from  IRS  Commissioner  Peggy  Richardson  that  all 
pending  audits  of  United  Methodist  clergy  would  be 
suspended  until  the  Weber  appeal  is  decided. 

Information  from  United  Methodist  News  Service 
and  the  Arkansas  United  Methodist  was  used  in  this 
report. 
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BISHOP  RESPONDS:  Bishop  Joe  A.  Wil- 
son,  who  heads  the  United  Methodist  Central 
Texas  regional  conference,  has  issued  a  media 
advisory  statement  saying  that  the  recent  suit 
filed  by  Gail  Cooke  (see  UMR  July  7)  is  “totally 
ungrounded  in  light  of  the  swift,  responsible 
actions”  taken  by  himself,  by  the  conference  and 
by  First  United  Methodist  Church  of  Fort  Worth. 
In  response  to  Ms.  Cooke's  assertion  that  both 
Bishop  Wilson  and  his  immediate  predecessor. 
Bishop  John  Russell  (retired)  “knew  or  should 
have  known"  about  sexual  harassment  by  the 
church's  former  pastor.  Barry  Bailey.  Bishop 
Wilson  said  he  brought  the  matter  to  the 
attention  of  church  officials  within  three  days 
after  being  contacted  by  the  first  alleged  vic¬ 
tims.  Mr.  Bailey  surrendered  his  ministerial  cre¬ 
dentials  on  March  31.  Central  Texas  conference 
records  indicate  his  status  as  “withdrawn  under 
charges,"  the  same  as  expulsion. 

WORK  SUSPENDED:  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  workers  in  Bosnia  said  last 
week  that  work  has  been  suspended  in  Saraje¬ 
vo.  But  all  other  UMCOR  programs  of  ministry  to 
displaced  persons  continue,  staff  members  said. 
Gifts  to  support  UMCOR  work  in  the  former 
Yugoslavia  may  be  made  to  Advance  #333350- 1 . 

MORE  AID  TO  HAITI:  Two  additional 

containers  of  relief  supplies  set  sail  recently  from 
Miami  courtesy  of  the  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Relief  and  bound  for  Haiti.  The  con¬ 
tainers  hold  school  supplies,  sewing  materials, 
personal  care  items,  kitchen  and  laundry  sup¬ 
plies  Gifts  to  support  UMCOR’s  Contain 
Your  Joy  may  be  made  to  Advance  #982730-7. 

URBAN  MINISTRIES:  “Grace  Under 

Pressure"  will  provide  practical  program  and 
strategy  ideas  for  workers  with  urban  youths 

Sept.  22-23  in  Philadelphia.  Sponsored  by  the 
Northeastern  Jurisdiction  Urban  Ministry  Net¬ 
work  and  the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  the  program  will  include  workshops, 
.an  address  by  the  Rev.  Tex  Sample  of  the  St.  Paul 
School  of  Theology  and  a  related  youth  rally. 

SUCCESSFUL  CAMPAIGN:  United 
Methodists  in  the  eight-state  South  Central  Juris¬ 
diction  have  vowed  to  raise  $2  million  to  estab¬ 
lish  an  endowment  for  Lydia  Patterson  Institute 
in  El  Paso,  Texas.  The  United  Methodist-relat¬ 
ed  institute  provides  bilingual  and  cross-cul¬ 
tural  education  primarily  for  non-English 
speaking  students  from  Mexico  and  the  South¬ 
western  United  States.  In  addition  to  the  church's 
$2  million,  the  school  is  attempting  to  raise  $4 
million  from  other  sources  for  a  total  of  $6  mil¬ 
lion  over  the  next  three  years. 

CAMPUS  MINISTERS:  Developing  com¬ 
munity  on  the  campuses  of  United  Methodist- 
related  colleges  and  universities  was  the  focus  of 
the  1995  Institute  of  Higher  Education  June  28- 
30.  Sponsored  by  the  churchwide  Board  of  High¬ 
er  Education  and  Ministry,  the  institute  brings 
together  United  Methodist-related  college  presi¬ 
dents,  other  administrators  and  faculty  to  deal 
with  important  issues  in  higher  education. 

Complied  from  news  and  staff  reports 


UMR  readers  have  their  say  in  survey 


Approximately  three-fourths  of  subscribers  say 
the  newspaper's  opinion  pieces  are  fair  and 
thought-provoking.  A  small  number  of  readers  said 
the  opinion  pieces  are  biased  either  “liberal"  or 
"conservative." 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 

Editor 

A  national  survey  of  United 
Methodist  Reporter  readers  con¬ 
ducted  this  spring,  the  First  in  eight 
years,  shows  that  women  outnum¬ 
ber  men,  older  people  outnumber 
younger  ones  and  most  readers  read 
most  of  the  paper  most  of  the  time. 

The  findings  are  based  on  sur¬ 
veys  of  2,500  readers  of  the  week¬ 
ly  Reporter  and  of  its  two  sister 
publications:  the  biweekly  United 
Methodist  Review  and  the  monthly 
United  Methodist  Record. 

For  survey  purposes,  subscribers 
were  further  divided  by  those  who 
receive  local-church  editions  and 
those  who  receive  annual  confer¬ 
ence  (regional)  editions. 

Dr.  John  C.  Stapert,  who  con¬ 
ducted  the  survey,  said,  “Those 
who  responded  to  the  survey  read 
most  or  all  issues,  and  within  each 


issue  they  read  most  or  all  sections 
of  the  paper."  Dr.  Stapert  is  execu¬ 
tive  director  of  the  Associated 
Church  Press,  a  group  of  leading 
religion-based  newspapers  and 
magazines  in  the  U.S.  and  Canada. 

The  strongest  readership  (80 
percent)  was  found  among  those 
who  receive  annual  conference 
editions  of  the  newspaper. 

Half  under  age  50 

Dr.  Stapert  found  a  majority  of 
older  readers  among  each  group 
surveyed  except  those  who  receive 
local  church  editions.  Nearly  half 
of  those  readers,  he  said,  are  under 
age  50. 

“This  wonderful  distribution 
will  be  the  envy  of  every  church- 
publication  editor  to  whom  you 
mention  it,"  Dr.  Stapert  wrote  in  his 
27-page  summary. 

But  he  cautioned  that  this  read¬ 
er  group  "warrants  special  editori¬ 


al  and  marketing  attention” 
because  it  contrasts  with  the  older 
readers  indicated  in  all  other 
groups. 

In  a  verbal  report  to  the  newspa¬ 
per  staff.  Dr.  Stapert  noted  that  the 
age  distribution  among  Reporter 
readers  overall  is  similar  to  that 
reported  for  the  denomination 
itself. 

Among  all  respondents,  women 
outnumbered  men  3:2. 

Except  for  local  church-edition 
readers,  “retired”  was  the  predom¬ 
inant  occupation  group. 

Readers  indicated  that  they  pre¬ 


fer  local  church  news  over  nation¬ 
al  church  news  and  national  church 
news  over  international  church 
news.  But  Dr.  Stapert  pointed  out 
that  “ecumenical  issues"  rated  sur¬ 
prisingly  high — ahead  of  interna¬ 
tional  church  issues  for  all  readers 
and  ahead  of  national  church  issues 
for  many. 

Ecumenical  acceptance 

"These  subscribers  feel  closer  to 
Christians  from  other  traditions 
than  to  geographically  distant 
United  Methodists,"  he  observed. 
“But  if  we  were  to  check  in  to  it," 


he  added,  "I  suspect  we‘d  find  a 
local  preference  on  ecumenical 
topics,  too." 

Approximately  three-fourths  of 
subscribers  say  the  newspaper’s 
opinion  pieces  are  fair  and  thought- 
provoking. 

A  small  number  of  readers  said 
the  opinion  pieces  are  biased  either 
"liberal"  or  "conservative." 

Asked  what  they  would  like  to 
see  more  of  in  their  church  news¬ 
papers,  more  than  half  of  the 
responding  subscribers  said  “spiri¬ 
tuality  or  faith  development." 

Dr.  Stapert  noted  that  Reporter- 
local-edition  readers,  whom  he  had 
identified  as  younger  than  other 
reader  groups,  gave  fairly  strong 
endorsement  to  more  articles  on 
“societal  issues." 

Survey  results  will  be  shared 
with  the  Reporter's  board  of  direc¬ 
tors  at  a  retreat  during  August. 


The  culture  that  eats  together  stays 
together ,  says  the  'Frugal  Gourmet ' 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

TACOMA,  Wash. — Failing  to  "keep  the  feast”  at  which 
we  pass  along  our  heritage  may  be  the  clearest  signal  we 
have  of  impending  cultural  collapse  in  family,  church  and 
society. 

That’s  the  contention  of  the  Rev.  Jeff  Smith  of  Seattle, 
a  United  Methodist  minister  more  familiarly  known  as  pub¬ 
lic  television’s  "Frugal  Gourmet." 

"If  by  ‘culture’  we  mean  a  group  of  people  held  togeth¬ 
er  by  a  common  memory,  then  our  history  shows  that  the 
best  way  to  pass  along  our  memories  is  at  the  table,"  he 
said. 

Music  and  arts  conclave 

Mr.  Smith  was  the  keynote  "centerpiece"  of  the  1995 
“Shalom  Pieces"  convocation  of  the  newly  renamed  Fel¬ 
lowship  of  United  Methodists  in  Music  and  Worship  Arts. 

The  every-other-year  churchwide  event  drew  more  than 
730  participants  July  10-15  to  Pacific  Lutheran  Universi¬ 
ty.  Local  organizers  of  the  event  were  Jubilate,  the  Pacific 
Northwest  Annual  Conference  chapter  of  the  fellowship. 

At  a  morning  plenary  and  an  afternoon  workshop.  Mr. 
Smith  reiterated  his  assertion  that  the  Bible’s  nearly  800 
food  and  feasting  references  offer  Christians  a  clear  theol¬ 
ogy.  In  other  words,  he  said,  the  references  represent  the 
reality  of  God  and  the  way  God  interacts  with  humans. 

Historical  elements 

Mr.  Smith  said  he  bases  his  thesis,  due  out  this  fall  in  a 
book,  on  three  historical  elements: 

✓  The  concreteness  of  the  Hebrew  language,  which 
can’t  express  abstractions; 

The  necessity  to  the  ancient  Hebrews'  nomadic 
lifestyle  of  sharing  food  with  all  the  tribe;  and 

✓  The  desert  culture's  rule  of  hospitality  which  required 
that  all,  including  strangers,  be  fed. 


"If  by  'culture'  we  mean  a  group  of 
people  held  together  by  a  common 
memory ,  then  our  history  shows  that  the 
best  way  to  pass  along  our  memories  is  at 
the  table." 

—The  Rev.  Jeff  Smith 


"In  Hebrew,  food  isn't  a  symbol."  he  contended.  “Bread 
means  life.  We  eat  or  we  die.  that's  all  there  is  to  it.  Today, 
though,  bread  isn't  a  necessity;  it's  an  addendum.” 

Thus  the  Hebrews  referred  to  spiritual  sustenance  from 
God  in  terms  of  their  bodily  sustenance.  Among  other  sym¬ 
bols: 

t/  Wine,  the  result  of  fermentation,  shows  the  Creator's 
cleverness  and  is  meant  to  “gladden  our  hearts.” 

t#  Salt,  used  in  ancient  times  as  a  preservative,  repre¬ 
sents  a  lasting  bond  such  as  friendship. 

</  Oil  “is  to  make  our  faces  shine.” 

"Fatness  is  a  symbol  of  fulfillment,"  Mr.  Smith 
explained.  “It  didn't  mean  the  individual's  fatness  but  that 
of  the  tribe — it  meant  there  was  enough  to  eat. 

"Nowadays  we  don't  worry  about  starving  like  the 
Hebrews;  there's  always  the  grocery  store!” 

Jesus,  being  an  observant  Jew  and  a  rabbinical  student, 
knew  exactly  what  he  was  doing  when  he  began  to  break 
these  "rules  of  the  feast,"  Mr.  Smith  continued. 

"If  a  stranger  wandered  into  your  camp,  you  had  to  feed 
him;  that  was  a  given.  But  if  he  was  an  enemy,  he  didn't 
eat  with  you  at  the  table — he  ate  in  the  comer!” 

More  coverage  of  the  Fellowship  of  United  Methodists 
in  Music  and  Worship  Arts  convocation  will  appear  in 
future  issues  of  the  Reporter. 


UMR  FILE  PHOTO 

To  television  viewers,  he  is  the  "Frugal  Gourmet."  To 
his  church,  he  is  the  Rev.  Jeff  Smith,  United  Methodist. 
He  keynoted  a  recent  national  worship  arts  gathering 
(see  accompanying  story). 


CLASSIFIED 


RATES:  $1.40  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  in¬ 

sertion,  $28.00  minimum  charge  for  up  to  20 
words.  Blind  ads  $2 1 .00  plus  add  $  1 1 .20  for  the  8 
words  to  insert  our  contact  information.  Cash 
must  accompany  order  except  on  contract  adver¬ 
tising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in  advance. 
Products  and  services  go  through  an  approval 
process.  We  schedule  two  weeks  in  advance  of  an 
issue  date. 


PRESIDENT  RESPONSIBILITIES  INCLUDE 
programming,  budgeting  and  fund  raising;  direc¬ 
tion  of  five  community  centers  and  other  pro¬ 
grams.  Requirement:  MSW  or  related  social 
services  degree  with  five  years  extensive  proven 
fund-  raising  and  management  skills.  A  United 
Way  Agency  and  affiliate  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church.  Salary  45K  subject  to  experience. 
Send  or  fax  resumes  by  July  24,  1995  to:  United 
Centers,  1903  West  Bowie,  Fort  Worth,  TX 
761 10  or  fax  (817)  924-3992. 


DIRECTOR  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  need 
ed  for  progam  to  children  and  adults.  Join  multi¬ 
ple  staff  effort  to  coordinate  mid  week  children’s 
program,  Sunday  school  and  other  program 
events.  Strong  delegator  needed.  Position  is  3/4 
time  paying  $18,000.  Send  resume  to:  Scott  C. 
Jones.  Program  Director,  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  388  First  Ave.  S,  Naples.  FL  33940. 


DIRECTOR  OF  MISSIONARY  PERSONNEL 
position  available.  The  Mission  Society  for  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists.  Responsible  for  missionary  re¬ 
cruitment  and  screening,  and  management  of 
missionary  member  relations.  Reply  with  resume 
to:  Dick  McClain,  P.O.  Box  1 103,  Decatur,  GA 
30031.  Fax:  (404)378-3547, 


ORGANIST,  PART-TIME  FOR  LARGE  church 
in  northeast  Texas  with  a  32  rank  Moller  pipe  or- 

Sn.  Send  resume  to:  Ken  Reid,  First  United 
ethodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  707,  Longview,  TX 
75606-0707. 


FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC:  To  give 
leadership  and  vision  for  the  total  music  pro¬ 
gram.  Instrumental,  vocal,  and  bell  choirs.  Salary 
package  up  to  $28,000.  Send  resume  and  refer¬ 
ences  to:  Miles  Godbey,  St.  John’s  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  1200  Old  Pecos  Trail,  Santa  Fe. 
NM  87501 .  Application  deadline  August  1. 


YOUTH  MINISTRIES  DIRECTOR  position. 
Dynamic  position  to  serve  growing  suburban 
congregation  with  1200+  members.  Individual 
will  be  responsible  for  the  overall  coordination  of 
youth  ministries  and  related  programming.  Ap¬ 
plicant  must  have  a  strong  personal  faith  and  the 
ability  to  work  cooperatively  with  the  ministry 
team.  Other  responsibilities  will  include  planning 
and  developing  new  and  innovative  ministries  for 
youth.  College  degree  with  advanced  education 
or  experience  in  Christian  education.  Salary  is 
negotiable.  Send  resume  and  references  to:  Ted 
Sauter,  North  Naples  UMC,  600  Seagate  Drive, 
Naples,  FL  33940-2420. 


FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  Minis¬ 
tries.  Growing  program  in  a  2000+  member 
church.  Responsibilities  include  directing  chan¬ 
cel,  handbell  and  youth  choirs  as  well  as  supervis¬ 
ing  children's  music,  special  music,  and  drama 
production.  Salary  commensurate  with  experi¬ 
ence.  Send  resume  and  salary  requirements  to: 
Trinity  UMC,  P.O.  Box  1086,  Tallahassee,  FL 
32302,  or  fax  to  (904)  224-6491. 


YOUTH  DIRECTOR/COORDINATOR  OF 
Christian  Education  for  a  750  +  member  church 
in  Northeast  Texas —  Tennison  Memorial  UMC. 
Please  contact  Rev.  R.  Winston  Goens,  Jr.  (903) 
572-5341,  or  mail  resume:  P.O.  Box  967,  Mt. 
Pleasant,  TX  75456-0967. 


MUSIC  DIRECTOR.  PART-TIME  POSITION 

(15  hrs/week)  responsible  for  adult  and  children’s 
choirs  in  600-member  church.  Send  resume  to: 
Rev.  John  Thornton,  Wylie  UMC,  109  W. 
Jefferson,  Wylie,  TX  75098.  (214)  442-5835. 


FULL-TIME  YOUTH  OR  YOUTH  AND 
Youth  Choir  Director  sought  for  immediate 
employment  by  1800-member  church  serving 
Texas  A  &  M  University  and  the  surrounding 
communities.  Position  responsible  for  growing 
youth  group  averaging  90-1 10  in  attendance  on 
Sunday  evening,  and  a  seven-day-a-week  pro¬ 
gram  that  emphasizes  Bible  study,  fellowship 
groups,  missions  and  service.  Preferences  (but 
not  necessarily  requirements)  include  formal 
education  in  Christian  education  or  youth  min¬ 
istry.  and  United  Methodist  youth  certification. 
Priority  placed  on  demonstrated  experience 
and  effectiveness  in  youth  groups  of  like  size 
and  characteristics.  Creative  package  of  salary, 
benefits,  and  other  compensation  negotiable 
and  based  on  experience.  Send  inquiries  and  re¬ 
sume  to:  Youth  Director  Search  Team,  A  &  M 
United  Methodist  Church,  417  University 
Drive,  College  Station,  TX  77840-1375. 
(Phone:  (409)846-8731). 


DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRY  NEEDED 
immediately.  Strong  1 300-member  church.  Fan¬ 
tastic  youth  program.  Degree  and  experience  pre¬ 
ferred.  Negotiable  salary/job  description.  Send 
resume:  Dr.  Tommy  Dunbar,  First  UMC,  300  E. 
Houston,  Marshall,  TX  75670,  (903)  938-6622. 


PART-TIME  DIRECTOR/YOUTH  Ministry: 
Must  have  proven  track  record  and  strong  spiri¬ 
tually-driven  philosophy.  Respond  to:  Rev. 
William  G.  Edwards,  Decatur-First  UMC,  300 
East  Ponce  de  Leon  Ave.,  Decatur,  GA  30030. 


KISSIMMEE,  FLORIDA,  FIRST  UNITED 
Methodist  Church,  a  dynamic,  growing  church 
of  1800,  looking  for  a  full-time  Director  of 
Music  Ministries.  Person  with  wide  range  of 
music  interest  is  needed  for  this  diverse  con¬ 
gregation.  Compensation  package  commensu¬ 
rate  with  qualifications  and  experience.  Send 
resume  to:  The  Reverend  John  G.  Willis,  Jr., 
FUMC,  101  West  Dakin  Avenue,  Kissimmee, 
FL  34741.  (407)  847-3700. 


PART-TIME  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  Di¬ 
rector  for  growing  church.  Duties  include  re¬ 
sponsibility  for  all  Christian  education 
ministries,  including  nursery.  Sunday  school 
for  all  ages,  youth  groups,  junior  church,  sea¬ 
sonal  programs.  Applicants  should  possess 
strong  Christian  commitment  and  ability  to 
work  with  people.  Salary  commensurate  with 
experience.  Send  resume  to:  Aldersgate  United 
Methodist  Church,  1753  S.  Blanchard,  Whea- 
ton,  IL  60187  or  fax  to:  (708)  665-7479. 


BIBLE  SOFTWARE  CLEARANCE.  Entire  Bi¬ 
ble:  8  versions  plus  reference  library  $  1 9.00  and 
up.  DOS/MAC/Windows/CD-ROM.  1-800-991- 
3004  ext.  9,  24  hours.  Harvest  Ministries,  Box 
6304.  Olympia.  W A  98502 


COLLEGE  DEGREE/HOME  STUDY,  SAVE 
$$$.  Catalog  $  1 .  Christian  Bible  College,  Station 
Square.  Suite  227,  Rocky  Mt..  NC  27804.  (919) 
442- 1211.  (Accredited). 


CHRISTIAN  COMMUNICATIONS  Company 
specializes  in  finding  sources  for  college  ex¬ 
penses.  Scholarships,  grants  and  awards  available 
now  through  database  with  more  than  75,000 
possibilities.  Call  Rainbow  at  1-800-932-PRAY. 


WE  BUY  AND  SELL  CHURCH  VANS  and  bus¬ 
es.  We  specialize  in  used  1 5  passenger  vans.  Trin¬ 
ity  Transportation,  1-800-295-0390. 


NO  ACCOMPANIST?  SING  YOUR  favorite 
hymns  in  worship  or  at  home.  Instrumental  ac¬ 
companiment  for  90  best  known  hymns  on  6-tape 
cassette  sets.  Choose  piano  or  organ.  Word  book 
included,  but  can  be  used  with  your  hymnal. 
Makes  an  excellent  gift  $38.95  plus  shipping.  1- 
800-728-0573. 


AMERICAN  ASSOCIATION  OF  FAMILY 
Counselors.  Offering  counselor  certification, 
newsletter.  New  members:  free  counseling  tape. 
AAFC,  Box  836,  Graham,  TX  76450. 


BUYING  COINS,  COIN  COLLECTIONS.  Ac¬ 
cumulations,  estates.  Methodist  investor  with 
quiet  confidential  cash  will  travel  Southwest  and 
negotiate  any  collection.  Bank  and  legal  refer¬ 
ences.  Box  808,  Fulton,  TX  78358. 


DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES  for 
6400-member  church  with  four  primary  week¬ 
end  worship  services;  two  traditional  Sunday 
services;  two  contemporary  services  with 
bands.  VISION:  a  music  ministry  that  devel¬ 
ops  a  singing  congregation;  twenty  percent  of 
worshipping  congregation  in  music  ministry'; 
attracts  and  retains  the  best  music  staff  avail¬ 
able;  a  model  for  successful  development  and 
use  of  volunteers;  develops  major  musical  per¬ 
formances  and  concerts;  vocal  and  instrumen¬ 
tal  music  training;  fine  arts  ministry;  multiple 
choirs,  vocal  ensembles,  instrumental  groups, 
opportunities  for  all  ages.  PROFILE:  person  of 
vision;  appreciation  for  all  of  Christian  music 
and  worship;  demonstrated  ability  to  build  dy¬ 
namic  church  music  ministry;  evangelistic 
Christian  leader;  excellent  musical  credentials 
(master’s  degree);  excellent  interpersonal 
skills;  ability  to  excite  people  about  participa¬ 
tion  in  music  ministry;  a  good  manager  and 
administrator.  Candidates  must  have  proven 
record  of  music  ministry  and  tenure.  Salary 
commensurate  with  expectations,  education 
and  experience.  Benefits.  Resume  to:  Rev. 
Rick  Kirchoff.  Application  deadline:  Septem¬ 
ber  15,  1995.  No  phone  inquiries.  Christ  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  4488  Poplar  Ave., 
Memphis.  TN  38117, 


SPAIN.  PORTUGAL,  MOROCCO,  October  5- 
18,  1995,  $2,095.  Observe  the  intersection  of  the 
3  great  monotheistic  religions.  Experienced  lead¬ 
ership.  Free  brochure.  Dr.  Cecil  Pottieger,  P.O. 
Box  3371,  Frederick,  MD  21705.  (301)  696-8370, 


Irgam 

iplc  and  travel  free.  10  days/9  nights.  Only 
‘~l5.00  per  person.  (800)  334-4754. 


PLANNING  A  WEDDING?  I  CAN  ADDRESS 
your  invitations  in  computer-generated  calligra¬ 
phy.  Brochure,  samples  available.  Call  Nancy 
Cosby  at  (817)  731-8329. 


NEW  TESTAMENT  ON  CASSETTE,  English  or 
Spanish.  Digital  recording  in  beautiful  album, 
only  $19.95,  shipping  included.  Advance  Sales. 
Box  60506,  Nashville,  TN  37206. 


“DO  YOU  WANT  TO  ADOPT  A  BABY?” 
Methodist  Mission  Home/San  Antonio  now  ac¬ 
cepting  applications.  Texas  and  New  Mexico  resi- 
dents  call  (210)  696-7021  for  information. 


SEE  THE  GREAT  PASSION  PLAY  in  Eureka 
Springs,  Ark.!  $31  pkg  for  groups  now  includes 
the  best  ($13.00)  tickets,  plus  lodging  and  meals! 
Where  one  call  does  it  all:  Keller’s  Country  Dorm 
Resort.  (501)  253-8418. 


SMOKIE  MOUNTAINS  NEAR  LAKE  Juna- 
luska.  Affordable  efficiencies.  Incomparable 
view,  $190  per  week.  Mountain  View  Guest 
House,  P.O.  Box  1096,  Waynesville,  NC  28786. 
(704)  627-9507, _ 


UM  agencies  inch  closer  to  central 
ordering  procedures  for  resources 


By  DANIEL  R.  GANGLER 

Associate  Editor 

NASHVILLE— United  Method¬ 
ists  last  week  inched  toward  a  central 
ordering  of  resources  from  their  13 
general  agencies. 

Representatives  of  those  agencies 
discussed  the  possibilities  and  prob¬ 
lems  of  a  central  ordering  system  for 
the  denomination  during  a  specially 
called  consultation  on  central  order¬ 
ing  hosted  by  the  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House. 

The  18  participants,  representing 
most  of  the  church’s  program  agen¬ 
cies,  are  recommending  a  one-month 
trial  in  early  1996  to  test  the  feasibil¬ 
ity  of  central  ordering  with  a  dozen  or 
so  regional  conferences.  A  specially 
assigned  toll-free  800  phone  number 
will  be  requested  from  Cokesbury  for 
the  experiment. 

The  consultation  was  in  response 
to  a  recommendation  in  1992  by  the 
church's  top  legislative  body,  the 
General  Conference,  requesting  the 
church’s  program,  finance  and  pub¬ 
lishing  agencies  to  “develop  a  plan 
and  implement  a  central  ordering  sys¬ 
tem." 

During  the  six-hour  meeting, 
agency  representatives  considered 
central  listing  of  resources,  a  central 
information  service  expanding  the 
church’s  current  toll-free  800  infor¬ 
mation  service  known  as  InfoServ,  a 
toll-free  number  with  transfer  capa¬ 
bilities  and  a  toll-free  number  to  place 
orders. 

All  present  desired  central  order¬ 
ing  for  their  agencies. 

“Lei’s  get  on  with  it.  and  I  hope  it 
happens  quickly."  said  Lee  Ranck  of 
the  General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society. 


Judy  Smith  of  the  General  Board 
of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry 
emphasized  that  the  church  is  in  a  uni¬ 
verse  of  expanding  customer  expec¬ 
tations — one  of  which  is  toll-free  tele¬ 
phone  order  systems. 

Central  distribution  of  resources 
was  championed  by  Upper  Room 
publisher  Janice  Grana  of  Nashville. 

She  informed  the  group  that  the 
General  Board  of  Discipleship,  which 
oversees  the  Upper  Room  ministry,  is 
in  the  last  stages  of  contract  negotia¬ 
tions  to  move  Upper  Room  sale  items 
to  central  ordering  and  distribution 
through  Cokesbury,  the  retail  and 
mail  order  service  of  the  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House  also 
based  in  Nashville. 

Upper  Room  resources  could  be 
ordered  and  distributed  to  customers 
as  early  as  this  fall  using  the  Cokes¬ 
bury  800-number. 

Charles  Cole,  representing  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
agreed  to  central  ordering  but  not  cen¬ 
tral  distribution. 

He  said:  “This  [central  distribu¬ 
tion]  is  a  church  political  problem.  .  . 
Centralized  materials  is  a  huge  prob¬ 
lem  with  us.” 

The  church’s  mission  agency  dis¬ 
tributes  resources  through  its  own 
Service  Center  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

United  Methodist  Communica¬ 
tions’  Division  of  Benevolence  and 
Program  Interpretation  and  Disciple¬ 
ship  Resources,  another  division  of 
the  General  Board  of  Discipleship. 
currently  use  publishing  house  distri¬ 
bution  services. 

Gary  Bowen  of  the  church’s 
finance  agency  reminded  the  consul¬ 
tation  that  “nothing  we  do  is  free.”  He 
said  nothing  has  been  allocated  for 


Cokesbury,  the  retail  arm  of  the 
United  Methodist  Publishing 
House  in  Nashville,  has  the 
largest  United  Methodist- 
related  resource  ordering 
system  in  the  denomination, 
according  to  publishing  house 
officials. 

The  Cokesbury  toll-free 
number,  (800)  672-1789, 
receives  an  average  of  2,300 
calls  a  day  or  55,000  calls  a 
month. 

Cokesbury  also  distributes 
United  Methodist  resources 
through  48  retail  stories  and  20 
seminary  stores  nationwide, 
according  to  its  current 
catalog. 

Other  United  Methodist  toll-free 
resource  ordering  services  are 
maintained  by; 

Discipleship  Resources 
(800)  685-4370 
The  Upper  Room 
(800)  972-0433 
EcuFilm 
(800)  251-4091 


central  ordering  in  the  present  budget 
or  in  the  denomination's  proposed 
1997-2000  budget.  But  he  assured  the 
group  that  contingency  funds  could 
be  available  for  a  testing  phase. 
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planned  Gifts  Ethnic  Local  Church  Retreat 

need  a  “Plan” 

to  be  held  in  Baton  Rouge 


Dr.  Kenneth  Reed 
Executive  Director 
United  Methodist 
Foundation  of  Louisiana 


Whether  we  are  talking 
about  wills,  trusts,  gift  annu¬ 
ities  or  whatever,  we  need  to 
know  what  we  are  going  to  do 
with  these  gifts.  Having  no 
policy  results  in  few,  if  any, 
bequests  and  sometimes  poor 
administration  of  these  gifts. 

t  I  would  encourage  anyone 
soliciting  "planned  gifts”  to 
develop  policies  on  what  they 
will  do  with  money  when  they 
receive  it.  Establish  policies 
which  give  persons  reasons  to 
want  to  give  rather  than  reasons 
not  to. 

Some  typical  questions  peo¬ 
ple  ask  are: 

1.  If  I  make  a  bequest,  will 
the  church  spend,  the.  money 
frivolously? 

2.  Will  the  church  invest 
the  money?  How? 

3.  If  I  make  a  substantial 
bequest,  will  it  undermine  the 
level  of  stewardship  for  future 
generations? 

4.  What  types  of  projects 
could  be  funded  by  bequests? 

5.  Who  will  be  responsible 
for  administrating  bequests, 
endowment  funds,  and  endow¬ 
ment  expenditures? 

If  your  church  really  wants 
to  tap  into  this  tremendous 
reservoir  of  accumulated 
resources,  these  questions  will 
need  to  be  asked  and  answered 
way  out  front.  Our  office  is 
equipped  to  help  you  find  and 
develop  these  gifts  and  to  assist 
you  in  managing  these 
resources  as  they  are  received. 
Call  us  in  Baton  Rouge  at  (504) 
346-1535. 

Bishop  Oden  has  invited  conference  leaden 
to  share  their  thoughts  with  the  conference  over 
the  summer. 


In  an  effort  to  strengthen  the 
structure,  mission  and  outreach  pro¬ 
grams  of  the  ethnic  churches  in 
Louisiana  the  Special  Ministries 
Committee  will  hold  its  second 
Local  Church  Retreat.  The  Retreat 
will  be  held  Saturday,  August  T9, 
1995  at  Camphor  Memorial  in 
Baton  Rouge.  It  will  begin  at  8:30 
am  and  end  at  2:00  pm. 
Registration  will  be  held  from  8:30 
am  to  9:00  am  and  Morning 
Worship  will  begin  at  9:00  am.  The 
first  retreat  was  held  on  April  22  at 
Newman  UMC  in  Alexandria  for 
the  northern  districts.  This  retreat  is 
specifically  for  the  southern  dis¬ 
tricts. 

The  theme  for  this  retreat  is 
“Spiritual  Renewal  in  the  Ethnic 
Church.”  The  scheduled  speakers 
are  Dr.  George  Calvin,  Director  of 
Special/Serving  Ministries;  Mrs. 


Linda  Fox,  Co-Director  of  Christian 
Education;  and  Dr.  John  Winn, 
Director  of  Center  for  Pastoral 
Effectiveness.  Dr.  Calvin  will 
speak  on  stewardship  and  outreach, 
Mrs.  Fox  will  talk  about  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  Sunday  school  and  the 


The  purpose  of  this 
retreat  is  to  strengthen 
the  structure,  mission 
and  outreach  programs 
of  the  ethnic  churches 
in  Louisiana. 


need  for  Christian  Education  and 
Dr.  Winn  will  lead  a  session  on  spir¬ 
itual  formation  and  renewal.  Other 
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Mrs.  Blanche  Chavin  (seated)  was  the  oldest  member  to 
attend  a  special  dinner  at  Sevier  Memorial  UMC.  Speaking 
with  Mrs.  Chavin  are  Margaret  Rucker  and  Martha  Paul. 


A  Dinner  With  Friends 


“It  was  one  of  the  nicest  things 
that  ever  happened  in  Ferriday” 
were  the  words  used  by  Rosemary 
Schrieber  to  describe  the  event  that 
occurred  on  June  24,  1995.  What 
event?  Sevier  Memorial  UMC 
held  a  forma]  dinner  to  honor  lead¬ 
ers  of  the  community  who  were  75 
and  older.  The  guests  were  honored 
for  their  leadership,  vision  and 
accomplishments. 

Fifty-six  guests  responded  to  the 
R.S.V.P.  Mrs.  Blanche  Chavin  was 


the  oldest  honoree.  She  will  be  100 
in  October.  The  evening  included 
dinner,  fellowship  and  entertain¬ 
ment. 


New  Ministers’  Orientation 


Pictured  from  left  to  right  Front  row:  Charlotte  Brent,  Norwood  Hingle, 
Wanda  Cosentino,  Alice  Storey,  Virginia  Cutrer,  Karl  Clark 
Back  row:  Wilson  Brent,  Charles  Cosentino,  Byron  Putnam,  Curtiss  Eden, 
Dennis  Lee 


New  ministers  in  the  Conference 
and  their  spouses  gathered  at  the 
Conference  Office  on  July  6  for  orien¬ 
tation. 

During  the  meeting  they  met  the 
Conference  staff  and  were  able  to  find 
out  how  the  Conference  Office  func¬ 
tions.  They,  also  learned  about 
resources  available  to  their  local 
churches.  Information  concerning 


insurance  and  pensions  was  also  given 
to  the  ministers. 

Many  questions  concerning  benefits, 
office  procedure  and  programs  were 
answered  for  the  group  and  they  left 
with  a  better  understanding  of  their 
connection  to  the  Conference  Office. 

The  Conference  staff  and  ministers 
shared  a  time  of  fellowship  during  an 
informal  lunch. 


Placing  Dates  on 
Conference 
Program  Calendar 


A  note  to  all  those  who  may 
need  to  put  a  date  on  the 
Conference  Calendar.  All  informa¬ 
tion  including: 

</  Date(s) 

S  Name  of  Event 
f  Location  and  address 
f  Time  (beginning  and 
ending) 

✓  Sponsoring  group 
f  Contact  person  and 
phone  number 
<f  Fees  (if  any) 

should  be  turned  in  to  Sandy  Baugh 
in  the  Conference  Office.  You  may 
call  Sandy  at  (504)346-1646  or 
write  527  North  Blvd.,  Baton 
Rouge,  LA  70802-5700. 

Turn  in  items  for  the  calendar  as 
soon  as  possible  and  all  dates 
should  be  on  the  calendar  at  least 
one  year  in  advance  of  the  event. 
Remember  to  update  the  calendar  if 
your  event  is  changed  or  cancelled. 


activities  include:  morning  worship, 
games,  prizes  and  fellowship.  Rev. 
James  Graham,  Chair  of  Special 
Ministries  will  preside  over  the 
retreat  and  lead  worship. 

This  retreat  has  no  charge;  lunch 
and  transportation  reimbursement 
are  also  provided.  Lunch  will  be 
served  by  Camphor.  The  Special 
Ministries  Committee  will  cover 
transportation  for  the  retreat  -  150 
per  mile  for  two  vehicles  from  each 
church  or  charge. 

The  retreat  is  designed  for  ethnic 
pastors  and  church  leaders,  however 
anyone  who  is  interested  may 
attend.  Camphor  Memorial  is  locat¬ 
ed  at  8742  Scenic  Hwy,  Baton 
Rouge  (504)775-4106.  For  addi¬ 
tional  information  please  call  Dr. 
George  Calvin  (504)346-1646. 


Editor’s  Note :  This  is  a  reprint  of  Rev.  Roger  Lathan’s  column  of  June  2, 
1995  from  the  Chronicles  of  Camphor  UMC,  Baton  Rouge  Thank  you, 
Roger. 

Where  All  Meet  Together 

Someone  has  said,  “The  sanctuary  of  the  church  is  an  outstand¬ 
ingly  happy  meeting  place  where  Christians  meet  God  and  each 
other.  It  is  a  place  where  we  should  be  able  to  forget  our  many  dif¬ 
ferences,  and  in  the  name  that  is  above  every  name,  enjoy  sweet 
and  united  fellowship.”  Of  all  places,  the  sanctuary  is  the  place 
where  all  may  gather  in  common  united  on  grounds  of  real  equality. 

In  port  on  the  Mediterranean  Sea,  it  is  reported  that  there  is  a  lit¬ 
tle  mission  room  where  travelers  of  every  nationality  gather  to  wor¬ 
ship  Christ.  One  of  the  hymns  they  sing  is  “Amazing  Grace.”  The 
Englishman  sings  it  in  English,  the  Germans,  in  German,  and  the 
Spanish  in  Spanish,  but  they  sing  it  in  the  same  spirit  and  to  the 
same  tune. 

The  Cross  of  Jesus  is  a  common  meeting  place.  It  is  there  that  all 
are  made  equal,  where  barriers  of  social  class  and  cliques  break 
down,  and  ail  are  included  in  common  fellowship.  Before  the  cross 
we  stand  in  need  of  the  same  common  grace  from  the  same  com¬ 
mon  Lord.  This  is  where  sin  levels  us.  This  is  where  grace  finds  us. 

The  cross,  like  the  sanctuary,  brings  us  together  into  a  common 
unity  and  a  common  equality.  As  we  gather  each  Sunday  to  wor¬ 
ship,  let  us  remember  that  we  are  one  in  the  presence  of  Christ,  and 
we  must  celebrate  that  presence. 


Conference  Center  Update  --  Work  Progresses 


The  initial  road  is  complete, 
land  cleared!  The  Conference 
Center  construction  is  under¬ 
way.  At  the  end  of  June, 
Ratcliff  Construction  reported 
that  due  to  dry  weather  the 
work  on  the  site  was  one  month 
ahead  of  schedule. 

Dr.  Harvey  Williamson  visit¬ 
ed  the  site  at  the  end  of  June 
and  took  these  photos.  The  gas 
and  water  lines  were  being  laid 
and  the  sites  for  the  buildings 
were  marked  off.  Completion 
of  the  first  phase  of  this  project 
is  set  tentatively  for  late  sum¬ 
mer  1996. 


Pipe  and  line  were  ready  for 
installation.  Note:  This  road 
crosses  the  top  of  the  dam.  The 
shore  of  the  lake  is  on  the  left  of 
the  picture. 

****** 

This  beautiful  view  of  the 
lake  shows  the  site  cleared  for 
the  main  lodge. 


CONFERENCE  PROGRAM  CALENDAR 

AUGUST.  1995 

2-6  "Youth  ‘95",  Salt  Lake  City  Convention  Center,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah 

15- 16  Cabinet  Meeting 

16- 20  Cursillo  No.  47,  Tall  Timbers 

18  Board  of  Pensions  Health  Insurance  Committee  at  Conference  Office,  2:00  p.m. 

19  Ethnic  Local  Church  Retreat,  Camphor  Memorial  UMC,  Baton  Rouge, 

8:30  a.m.-2:00  p.m. 

18-20  South  Central  Jurisdiction  -UMM  Retreat.  Glorieta,  New  Mexico 

21-23  COTO  (Ordained  Ministry  Committee  on  Training  and  Orders)  Fall  Retreat, 

Tall  Timbers 

23  Foundation  Investment  Committee  -  10:00  a.m.  at  Conference  Office 

26  CCYM  Meeting,  McGuire  UMC,  W.  Monroe 

26-27  Youth  Lay  Speakers  Retreat,  1st  Church,  Lafayette.  8:00  AM  Sat  -  4:00  PM  Sun 

27  Christian  Education  Sunday 

SEPTEMBER.  1  9Q5 

United  Methodist  Men’s  Sunday,  A  Sunday  in  September 
8  Board  of  Discipleship/Christian  Education  Committee,  First  Church,  Baton  Rouge, 

1 1:00  a.m.  - 1:30  p.m. 

Conference  Council  on  Ministries  Fall  Meeting,  First  Church,  Alexandria,  10:00  a.m. 
Conference  Center  Finance  Committee  Meeting 
13-14  Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference  -  Board  of  Directors  meeting,  Lafayette, 

Roman  Catholic  Center 

14  United  Methodist  Women  Executive  Committee  Meeting 

15-16  United  Methodist  Womn  Conference  Annual  Meeting,  Asbury  UMC,  Lafayette 

16  Health  and  Welfare  Ministries  Fall  Meeting,  Peoples  Community  Center, 

New  Orleans.  10:00  a.m  .-  1:00  p.m. 

17  Retired  Ministers  Homes  Sunday 

24- 25  Cabinet  Meeting 

25- 27  Quest  for  Quality  II,  First  Church,  Alexandria 
30  Youth  Fall  Convo,  LA  College,  Pineville 

30  Family  Ministries.  Broadmoor  UMC  Baton  Rouge.  9:00  a, m. -2:00  p.m. 
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CONFERENCE  CENTER 
Financial 
Campaign 
Update 

Total  pledges  $6. 1 9  million 


Total  gifts 
as  of  Dec.  94 
Church  gifts 
1st  half  95 
Clergy  gifts 
I  st  half ’95 
Challenge  gifts 
1st  half  ‘95 

Total  gifts 


$1,796,320 

132,246 

30,496 

104,211 

$2,407,000 


IN  MEMORIAM 


Mrs.  Odelia  C.  Sayes 

Our  thoughts  and  prayers  go 
to  the  family  and  friends  of 
Mrs.  Odelia  Sayes  who  passed 
on  from  this  life  on  July  12, 
1995.  Mrs.  Sayes  was  the 
spouse  of  Rev.  John  Sayes  of 
Pineville.  She  is  also  survived 
by  her  sister,  Mrs.  Maggie  Cole 
of  Pineville.  Mrs.  Sayes  was  71 
at  the  time  of  her  death. 
Arrangements  were  handled  by 
Hixson  Brothers  in  Marksville. 


i 


(5^2 _ Faith  forum 

The  united  Methodist 

REPORTER 

Christians  should  ensure  schools  use 
guides  on  students'  religious  rights 


President  Clinton's  recent  directive 
giving  guidelines  for  religious  expres¬ 
sion  in  public  schools  presents  a  land¬ 
mark  that  all  Christians  should  note. 

The  president's  directive  moves  in 
the  right  direction  to  protect  the  reli¬ 
gious  freedoms  of  all  public  school 
students. 

This  bipartisan  effort  has  received 
much  support  from  mainline  Protes¬ 
tants.  It  provides  a  common  ground 
for  understanding  what  freedom  of 
religion  means  in  American  public 
education. 

We  hope  this  directive  will  accom¬ 
plish  two  things: 

■  Relax  bans  of  all  religious  activ¬ 
ities  imposed  by  some  school  dis¬ 
tricts;  and 


Editorial 

■  Restrict  the  favoritism  of  other 
school  districts  that  have  imposed 
expression  of  a  particular  faith  in  their 
schools. 

The  directive  places  religion  back 
into  the  mainstream  of  public  educa¬ 
tion.  It  does  so  by  outlining  valid 
forms  of  faith  expression  in  secular 
education  while  stopping  the  state 
from  endorsing  any  one  religion.  For 
this  we  are  grateful. 

We  realize  that  a  presidential 
directive  doesn't  necessarily  carry  the 
same  force  as  law.  However,  the  Clin¬ 
ton  directive  serves  the  purpose  of 


carrying  out  existing  law,  namely  the 
First  Amendment  to  the  U  S.  Consti¬ 
tution.  This  directive  is  both  a  valid 
function  of  the  executive  branch  of 
government  and  a  safeguard  against 
the  erosion  of  the  rights  guaranteed 
by  the  Constitution. 

The  First  Amendment  is  an 
umbrella  which  already  protects  the 
religious  rights  of  American  citizens 
in  relationship  to  their  government. 

We  don’t  need  another  amendment 
to  protect  the  religious  rights  of  stu¬ 
dents  in  the  expression  of  their  faith. 
Another  amendment  would  only  con¬ 
fuse  religious  rights  and  could  open 
gates  to  a  flood  of  other  proposed 
amendments  written  to  protect  rights 
already  protected  in  the  First  Amend¬ 


ment. 

Finally,  what’s  most  important 
about  the  president's  directive  is  its 
focus  on  the  rights  of  public  school 
students  (see  related  list  at  right). 

Consequently  .it  gives  school 
boards  clear  guidelines  for  drafting 
local  rules  regarding  students’ expres¬ 
sions  of  their  religious  freedom  in 
public  schools. 

As  Christian  citizens,  we  need  to 
ensure  that  these  directives  are  fol¬ 
lowed  within  our  respective  school 
districts  by  administrators  and  school 
board  members.  History  shows  that 
when  we  safeguard  the  rights  of 
minorities,  especially  where  religion 
is  concerned,  the  rights  of  the  majori¬ 
ty  of  believers  are  also  protected. 


United  Methodist  'connection'  aided 
us  during  our  son's  near-fatal  illness 


My  son.  Jon  Mitchell,  was  a  patient 
in  a  Dallas,  Texas,  hospital  from  April 
25  through  June  26.  He  survived  the 
so-called  “flesh  eating  bacteria”  and 
is  now  recuperating  at  our  home. 

Jon,  a  new  MCI  employee  based  in 
Denver,  was  in  Dallas  to  conduct 
training  when  he  took  ill. 

Our  older  son,  Paul  Mitchell, 
(1977-78  president  of  the  United 
Methodist  National  Youth  Ministry 
Organization),  reported  by  telephone 
from  Dallas  on  Jon’s  critical,  life- 
threatening  illness.  We  agreed  that  I 
needed  to  be  at  Jon’s 
bedside  for  an 
extended  period  of 
time  (subsequently 
he  was  unconscious 
for  23  days). 

At  that  time,  Paul 
reminded  me,  a 
retired  clergyman,  of 
our  church's  unique 
gift.  Paul  said,  "Dad. 
you  need  to  use  the 
United  Methodist 
‘connection.’  ” 

I  called  the  office  of  Dallas  Area 
Bishop  Bruce  P.  Blake.  Within  three 
hours,  Del  and  Margie  Zahniser, 
members  of  Highland  Park  United 
Methodist  Church,  called.  They  invit¬ 
ed  me  to  stay  with  them  in  their  guest 
room,  not  knowing  how  long  it  would 
be. 

Each  morning  I  received  a  light 
breakfast  before  going  to  the  hospital 
to  be  with  Jon.  Every  evening  they 
were  waiting  for  my  return  from  the 
hospital  to  hear  my  report  on  Jon’s 
condition.  They  gave  me  care  and 
support  in  the  best  traditions  of  “pas¬ 
toral  care."  Del  and  Margie  were  my 
family  away  from  home. 

One  of  the  clergy  ministers  of  pas¬ 
toral  care  from  Highland  Park  UMC, 
who  stopped  by  the  hospital  regular¬ 
ly  to  visit,  referred  to  Del  and  Margie 
as  “some  of  those  common,  ordinary, 
everyday  kind  of  saints!” 

May  there  be  many  more  such  “con¬ 
nections”  of  saintly  caring  support! 

Clair  E.  Mitchell 
Montrose,  Colorado 

Be  responsible? 

In  response  to  your  editorial  about 


Letters 
to  the  Editor 

immigration  (see  UMR.  July  14), 
shouldn’t  we  be  responsible  Chris¬ 
tians  and  citizens  of  the  United  States? 

Way  too  many  legal  immigrants 
and  illegals  have  caused  financial  and 
social  problems  for  many  communi¬ 
ties. 

We  should  cut  back  our  immigra¬ 
tion  quotas  to  our 
1950-1960  lev¬ 
els,  so  that  in  the 
years  to  come  we 
can  absorb  immi¬ 
grants  into  our 
existing  econom¬ 
ic  and  social  sys¬ 
tems. 

We  really  don’t 
want  to  bring  in 
more  future  citi¬ 
zens  to  take  the 
jobs  and  better 
social  conditions  away  from  our  pre¬ 
sent  citizens. 

Willis  A.  Anderson 
Tiskilwa,  Illinois 

This  is  a  sad  day 

This  is  a  very  sad  day  for  the  Body 
of  Christ  when  a  person  of  such 
prominence  as  the  Rev.  Jeanne 
Audrey  Powers  (see  UMR,  July  14) 
makes  such  a  statement  as: 

“As  long  as  the  phrases  ‘homosex¬ 
uality  and  the  Christian  faith  are 
incompatible' and  ‘celibacy  in  single¬ 
ness’  continue  to  stand  in  our  Disci¬ 
pline  (church  law),  no  matter  how 
these  phrases  are  introduced  or 
framed,  our  church  is  on  record  as 
perpetuating  heterosexism  in  its  life 
and  homophobia  in  its  teaching.” 

Perhaps  we  “homophobics”  should 
coin  a  new  phrase  for  our  lesbian  and 
gay  friends:  “heterophobic.”  If  those 
so  named  react  the  same  way  I  do  to 
being  called  “homophobic"  because 
I  happen  to  disagree  with  homosexu¬ 
ality  as  a  lifestyle,  then  they  will 
know  how  many  of  us  feel  about 
being  categorized  as  “homophobic.” 


It  seems  to  me  it  is  time  for  The 
United  Methodist  Church  to  stand 
upon  what  General  Conference  has 
said  is  church  law,  or  throw  the  whole 
Book  of  Discipline  out  and  start  over. 

Our  ordination  vows  ask  us  if  we 
are  in  agreement  with  our  polity  and 
if  we  will  support  the  same.  If  we  can¬ 
not  do  that,  then  it  is  time  to  surren¬ 
der  our  credentials. 

Ms.  Powers  needs  to  make  her 
choice  now  and  let  the  Body  of  Christ 
get  on  with  ministry.  Otherwise,  our 
morale  as  clergy  brothers  and  sisters 
will  continue  to  decline,  our  laity  will 
continue  leaving  our  beloved  Church 
andourChurchwill  continue  to  be  the 
laughing-stock  of  the  Body  of  Christ. 

John  McClimans 
Lacon,  Illinois 

I  admire  her 

Congratulations  to  the  Rev.  Jeanne 
Audrey  Peters  for  her  forthrightness 
in  announcing  she  is  a  lesbian  (see 
UMR,  July  14).  I  admire  the  fact  that 
she  has  been  willing  to  dedicate  her 
life  to  an  organization  which  is  intol¬ 
erant  of  her  very  nature.  She  has  been 
a  beacon  to  many  in  her  four  decades 
of  service.  Now  she  becomes  a  bea¬ 
con  for  her  own  abused  class  -  those 
in  our  church  family  and  society  who 
are  homosexual. 

Ironically,  her  bishop  states  that  the 
church  leadership  will  respond  with 
the  compassion  of  Christ.  It’s  not 
compassion  that’s  needed  by  the 
church  leadership,  it’s  repentance 
from  the  evil  that  has  been  caused  by 
their  hardheartedness. 

It’s  the  gays  and  lesbians  who  have 
demonstrated  the  compassion  of 
Christ  towards  their  intolerant  fellow 
Christians  over  these  centuries. 

Roy  Berger 
Carmichael,  California 

Leading  for  growth 

Re:  UMR  editorial  analysis  July  14 
titled  “Church’s  profile  tells  part  of 
who  we  are  and  much  about  those  we 
need,”  you  observed  that  The  United 
Methodist  Church’s  membership  is 
growing  older  and  shrinking  across 
the  United  States,  but  what  can  we 
specifically  do  about  this  decline? 


I  believe  a  top  priority  for  every 
annual  conference  should  be  to  grow 
new  churches  throughout  the  United 
States  and  around  our  world. 

Growth  begins  with  leadership.  It 
is  the  bishop’s  task  to  “initiate  struc¬ 
tures  and  strategies,”  “to  extend  the 
service  of  mission”  (see  paragraph 
501).  To  this  end,  we  can  encourage 
and  support  each  active  bishop  to 
review  the  proposed  priority. 

One  creative  possibility  for  direc¬ 
tion  and  funding  growth  opportuni¬ 
ties  is  to  delete/rename  one  district 
superintendent  per  annual  confer¬ 
ence,  then  re-create  a  position  known 
as  “church  growth  and  development 
leader,”  whose  sole  purpose  would  be 
to  effectively  plant  new  churches  in 
the  name  of  Christ  and  enhance  the 
ministry  of  the  local  church. 

Additionally,  seeds  for  planting  new 
churches  should  not  be  an  apportioned 
item,  rather  a  free-will  offering  from 
us,  the  participants  in  God’s  grace. 

One  thing  is  certain  these  are 
changing  times.  For  the  emerging 
age.  risk-taking  is  absolutely  essen¬ 
tial.  I  will  pray  for  the  leaders  of  our 
church  to  move  through  the  fear  of 
failure.  Now  more  than  ever  we  need 
leaders  who  will  courageously  draw 
up  the  blueprints  and  be  willing  to  risk 
and  with  God's  help  prevail! 

Kent  Seuser 
Dawson,  Texas 

What  others 
are  saying 

“Thank  God  for  United  Methodist 
universities!  We  can  discuss  anything 
there.  In  public  schools  there’s  a 
whole  list  of  things  you  can’t  dis¬ 
cuss." 

— The  Rev.  Jeff  Smith  of  Seattle, 
Wash.,  public  television’s  “Frugal 
Gourmet.” 

*  *  * 

“We  are  to  be  those  whose  lives 
demonstrate  the  abundant  grace  of 
God  to  one  another  and  to  the  world. 
We  cannot  fool  the  world — or  one 
another.  Jesus  understood  this:  ‘For 
out  of  the  abundance  of  the  heart,  the 
mouth  speaks.”' 

— Bishop  R.  Sheldon  Duecker, 
Chicago. 

“You  will  know  that  you  are  living 
the  Christian  life  if  it's  terribly,  terri¬ 
bly  risky — that’s  the  only  kind  of 
Christian  life  there  is.” 

— Richard  Caemmerer,  liturgi¬ 
cal  consultant  and  designer,  Leav¬ 
enworth,  Wash. 


Tell  us  your  views! 

Address  letters  for 
publication  to  "Letters  to  the 
Editor."  Include  your  full 
name,  address  and  telephone 
number: 

e£lBy  mail  to  P.O.  Box  660275, 
Dallas.TX  75266-0275 
*By  fax  to  214-6304)079 
/  8y  E-mail: 

EcuNet:  mailbox  UMR 
CompuServe:  76113,662. 
Internet: 

7611 3.662@compuserve.com 
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"They  gave  me  care 
and  support  in  the  best 
traditions  of  \ pastoral 
care " 

—Clair  E.  Mitchell 
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Don’t  forget  your  religious  rights 
when  you  head  to  school . . . 


Students  have  the  right  to  pray 
individually  and  in  groups  during  the 
school  day.  However,  students  do 
not  have  “the  right  to  have  a  captive 
audience  listen,  or  to  compel  other 
students  to  participate.” 

✓  Students  may  read  the  Bible  or 
other  Scriptures,  say  grace  before 
meals,  and  pray  before  exams  To 
the  same  extent  they  may  engage  in 
comparable  non-disruptive 
activities.” 

✓  Students  may  discuss  religious  topics  with  their  peers,  but  school 
officials  should  intercede  if  student  speech  is  considered  harassment. 

✓  School  officials  cannot  authorize  organized  prayer  at  graduation 
ceremonies  or  organize  religious  baccalaureate  ceremonies. 

✓  Teachers  and  school  administrators  cannot  solicit,  encourage  or 
discourage  religious  activity  while  in  their  roles  as  government  employees. 

✓  Public  schools  can  teach  about  religion,  but  not  provide  religious 
instruction.  For  instance,  courses  dealing  with  the  history  of  religion, 
comparative  religion  and  the  Bible  as  literature  are  permitted. 

✓  Students  may  express  their  religious  beliefs  in  homework,  artwork 
and  other  assignments  when  the  expression  relates  to  a  school 
assignment. 

✓  Students  have  the  right  to  distribute  religious  literature  when  other 
literature  unrelated  to  school  activities  is  permitted  for  distribution, 

✓  Students  may  wear  religious  messages  on  their  clothing  if  they  are 
allowed  to  wear  comparable  non-religious  messages. 

✓  Student  religious  groups  have  the  same  access  to  school  facilities  as 
other  comparable  student  groups. 

UMR  STAFF  ILLUSTRATION 


Good  parents,  not  high 
tech,  should  care  for  kids 


By  DALE  HANSON  BOURKE 

Religion  News  Service 

President  Clinton  thinks  we  need 
to  fight  sex  and  violence  with  tech¬ 
nology. 

His  modest  proposal  is  that  televi¬ 
sions  be  fitted  with  a  unit  that  detects 
shows  rated  as  violent  or  overtly  sex¬ 
ual  and  blocks  their  transmission  if  a 
parent  chooses.  A  review  board 
would  preview  every  television  show 
before  broadcast  and  encode  it  with  a 
“V”  for  violence  or  an  "S”  for  sex  if 
it  contained  offending  material. 

There  has  already  been  an  outcry 
from  programmers  who  wonder  who 
will  rate  the  shows,  television  manu¬ 
facturers  who  warn  that  prices  will 
rise  and  defenders  of  the  First  Amend¬ 
ment  who  fear  censorship. 

A  modest  proposal 

I  have  a  modest  proposal  of  my  own. 
What  if  we  simply  installed  a  parental 
unit  in  each  household,  a  responsible 
adult  who  took  a  minute  or  two  to  find 
out  what  the  children  are  watching  and 
then  gave  some  guidance? 

I  am  not  a  perfect  mother  and  1  don’t 
have  perfect  children.  But  I  do  have  a 
pretty  good  idea  of  what  they  are 
watching  on  television  and  what  they 
want  to  see  at  the  movies.  We  discuss 
what  programs  I  don’t  want  them  to 
see.  When  in  doubt  I  sit  through  a  show 
with  them  and  then  we  talk  about  it. 

Sometimes  I  make  unpopular  deci¬ 
sions.  There  was  the  time  a  6-year-old’s 
birthday  party  included  going  to  a  'Ter¬ 
minator"  movie.  We  showed  up  late. 

1  have  had  babysitters  and  other 
mothers  report  that  my  children  have 
told  them  that  they  can’t  watch  cer¬ 
tain  shows.  Once  my  son  told  anoth¬ 
er  mother  that  watching  a  program 
might  give  him  “bad  dreams”  so  he 


Commentary 


Dale  Hanson  Bourke  is  the  publisher 
of  Religion  News  Service. 


didn’t  want  to  see  it. 

I’m  grateful  that  my  children  are 
still  sensitized  enough  to  have  bad 
dreams. 

Sure,  getting  involved  with  my 
children’s  television  viewing  takes 
time.  I’m  a  working  mother  and  I’m 
not  always  home  when  they  are.  I’d 
much  rather  watch  “Seinfeld"  than  a 
rerun  of  a  sitcom  that  the  kids  want  to 
see.  That  goes  with  the  territory. 
Being  a  parent  takes  a  little  effort. 

If  programs  had  to  carry  a  label 
warning  parents  of  offensive  material 
wrapped  in  an  otherwise  harmless 
show,  television  executives  might  take 
another  look  at  some  of  the  scripts. 

Giving  up  freedoms 

But  it  seems  to  me  that  using  tech¬ 
nology  to  actually  censor  shows 
means  that  we  are  willing  to  give  up 
certain  freedoms  simply  because  we 
don’t  want  to  take  responsibility  for 
what  our  children  watch.  It  sounds  like 
a  scenario  from  the  book  1984  to  me. 

Our  nation  was  founded  on  the 
complementary  principles  of  freedom 
and  responsibility.  The  First  Amend¬ 
ment  guarantees  freedom.  Our  found¬ 
ing  fathers  assumed  that  common 
sense,  ethics  and  morality  would  help 
us  act  responsibly. 

How  could  they  have  imagined  that 
this  country  would  evolve  to  a  point 
where  parents  have  so  little  contact 
with  their  children  that  the  president 
would  ask  for  technology  to  act  as  a 
babysitter? 


Image . 

People’s  judgments  are  often  based  on  what 
they  see  or  perceive.  A  professionally  published 
national  newspaper  with  you  as  front  page  news 
enhances  the  image  of  your  local  congregation. 

This  Is  An  Opportunity  You  Need  To  Investigate  Now! 
Compare  Your  Costs  and  UMR  Investment  Today! 
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Kay  Fielder 

P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275 
(214)  630-6495  (800)  947-0207 

FAX:  (214)  630-0079 


Faith  in  the  world 


The  United  Methodist 

REPORTER 


TACOMA,  Wash.— A  rich 
variety  of  worship  styles 
was  enjoyed  July  10-14 
at  the  1995  convocation 
of  the  Fellowship  of 
United  Methodists  in 
Music  and  Worship 
Arts.  At  left,  instructors 
Diane  Walker  and  Tom 
Richardson  teach 
congregational 
movement  to  the 
convocation's  specially 
commissioned  hymn, 
"Piece  Together  Praise." 
In  the  foreground  are 
Rosalie  Branigan  and 
John  Neves.  At  right, 
Andrew  Capuli  of  Pinole 
(Calif.)  UMC  performed 
a  handbell  solo  of  the 
Lord's  Prayer  during  the 
traditional  Filipino 
service  of  thanksgiving 
called  "Pasasalamat." 


Participants  bring  back  insights  from  convocation  'mountaintop' 


Faith 

_ watch 

MEMBERSHIP  DECLINE:  United 

Methodist  membership  decline  can  be  traced 
to  action  of  the  church’s  top  legislative  body 
in  1972  which  ‘institutionalized”  theological 
pluralism,  the  Rev.  Maxie  Dunnam  told  partici¬ 
pants  in  the  annual  Good  News  convocation  in 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  July  13-16.  Dr.  Dunnam  is 
president  of  the  non-denominational  Asbury 
Theological  Seminary  in  Wilmore,  Ky.  Good 
News  is  an  'evangelical”  caucus  with  offices  in 
Wilmore,  Ky. 

MEANING  OF  SPIRITUALITY: 

Native  Americans  have  traditionally  understood 
the  spiritual  as  something  that  surrounds 
humankind  all  the  time,  not  something  to  be 
compartmentalized,  says  the  Rev.  Marvin 
Abrams  of  Norwalk,  Calif.  Mr.  Abrams'  talk  on 
the  meaning  of  spirituality  came  during  the 
annual  United  Methodist  Native  Americans  fam¬ 
ily  camp  in  Canadian,  Okla.,  July  10-14. 

EXCHANGE:  A  Russian-American  college 
exchange  program  is  being  created  by  United 
Methodist  related  Oklahoma  City  University 

and  the  Ulyanovsk  branch  of  Moscow  State  Uni¬ 
versity.  The  plan  calls  for  faculty  and  student 
exchange,  including  research  projects  and 
internships.  The  first  exchange  of  students  is  set 
for  the  fall  of  1997. 

'OPEN  DOOR'  :  A  national  campaign  to 
“open  the  doors’’  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  to  all  people,  regardless  of  sexual  ori¬ 
entation,  was  launched  in  Minneapolis  during 
the  Reconciling  Congregations  Program  convo¬ 
cation  July  13-16.  The  campaign  will  seek  to 
register  individuals  as  “reconciling  United 
Methodists”  and  introduce  General  Conference 
legislation  prohibiting  discrimination  in  church¬ 
es  based  on  sexual  orientation.  The  Reconciling 
Congregations  Program  includes  96  United 
Methodist  congregations,  1 1  campus  ministries 
and  other  groups. 

INDIAN  EDUCATION:  Native  Ameri¬ 
cans  attending  the  recent  United  Methodist  fam¬ 
ily  camp  are  opposed  to  the  elimination  of  the 
Office  of  Indian  Education  in  the  U.S.  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Education.  Representing  37  tribes,  the 
Native  American  United  Methodists  expressed 
concern  that  the  committee  on  appropriations  of 
the  U.S.  House  of  Representative  proposes  to 
eliminate  funding  for  Indian  Education  from  the 
1996  budget  and  also  to  eliminate  the  American 
Indian  Graduate  Center,  theTrtSfittite’  of  Ameri¬ 
can  Indian  Arts  and  the  Arts  and  Crafts  Board. 

HUMAN  RIGHTS:  Church  leaders  in 
South  Africa  have  welcomed  a  recent  decision 
by  the  government  to  set  up  a  truth  commis¬ 
sion  to  investigate  gross  violations  of  human 
rights  and  political  crimes  perpetrated  during 
the  apartheid  era. 

UNEQUAL  CLUB:  British  Methodists 

have  declined  to  adopt  a  report  seeking  a  better 
deal  for  women  ministers  21  years  after  the 
Methodists  started  ordaining  women.  Women 
made  up  13.8  per  cent  of  presbyters  (minis¬ 
ters)  in  1994,  but  only  3.6  percent  of  superin¬ 
tendents.  One  delegate  at  the  conference  told 
the  commission  that  women  ministers  had  to 
work  “in  a  very  masculine  culture — perhaps  not 
macho — but  certainly  a  chaps’  club.” 

KOREAN  MISSION:  A  national  commit¬ 
tee  on  United  Methodist  Korean  American  min¬ 
istries  refined  its  proposal  for  three  new  Korean- 
language  missionary  conferences  to  present  to 
the  denomination's  1996  General  Conference. 

The  proposal  asks  that  a  Korean-language  mis¬ 
sionary  conference  be  established  in  three  of 
the  church’s  five  U.S.  jurisdictions — North 
Central,  around  Chicago;  Northeast,  around 
New  York;  and  Western,  around  Los  Angeles, 
because  the  Korean  congregations  in  those 
regions  are  strong  enough  to  form  self-support¬ 
ing  mission  conferences.  Currently  there  are 
nearly  400  Korean  United  Methodist  congrega¬ 
tions  in  the  United  States. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Conference-goers ,  experts  ponder 
meaning  of  'contemporary'  worship 


UMR  STAFF  PHOTOS 
BY  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


Worship  convocation  scales  spiritual  peaks 


United  Methodists 
gather  to  explore 
music ;  liturgy 

By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

TACOMA,  Wash.— Within 
sight  of  Mt.  Rainier,  known  to  the 
region’s  Native  Americans  as  “the 
mountain  that  stands  for  God.” 
United  Methodist  pastors,  church 
musicians,  choir  directors  and  wor¬ 
ship  leaders  came  together  July  10- 
15  to  ascend  their  own  mountain- 
top  of  worship  and  music. 

They  rose  to  a  spiritual  peak 
during  a  week  of  workshops,  punc¬ 
tuated  by  morning  and  evening 
worship  services,  that  made  up  the 
1995  “Shalom  Pieces”  convoca¬ 
tion  of  the  newly  renamed  Fellow¬ 


ship  of  United  Methodists  in  Music 
and  Worship  Arts. 

Summits  of  the  event — uni¬ 
formly  proclaimed  uplifting  by  its 
participants — were  presentations 
by  the  convocation’s  “center- 
pieces:” 

■  The  Rev.  Jeff  Smith,  public 
television’s  “Frugal  Gourmet," 
who  regaled  the  gathering  with  his 
humorous-but-serious  contentions 
on  how  food  talk  in  the  Bible  is 
actually  God  talk  (see  UMR,  July 
21); 

■  Stella  Matsuda,  professor  of 
dance  at  Moorpark  College  in 
Thousand  Oaks,  Calif.,  and 
founder  of  the  Alleluia  Dance  The¬ 
ater,  who  taught  and  demonstrated 
how  movement  in  liturgy  can 
express  the  inner  spirit; 

■  Liturgical  consultant  and 
cJiurch  designer  Richard  .Caem- 
merer,  founder  of  the  Grunewald 


Guild  in  Leavenworth,  Wash.,  who 
convulsed  a  plenary  with  laughter 
as  he  expounded  upon  “art,  faith 
and  foolishness”; 

■  Well-known  hymn  writer  and 
theologian  the  Rev.  Brian  Wren, 
author  of  14  songs  in  the  current 
United  Methodist  Book  of  Hymns, 
who  explained  why  “they  keep 
changing  the  good  old  hymns”  and 
why  he  has  changed  some  of  his 
own. 

Each  of  the  “centerpiece”  pre¬ 
senters  also  gave  seminars  on  their 
respective  topics. 

In  addition  participants  sampled 
morning  worship  from  various  cul¬ 
tures: 

✓Filippino,  led  by  the  Rev. 
Benoni  Silva-Netto,  professor  of 
pastoral  care  at  the  Graduate  The¬ 
ological  Union  in  Berkeley,  Calif.; 

✓African-American,  led  by  the 
Rev.  Helen  Davis  Bell,  congrega¬ 


tional  specialist  from  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship; 

✓Native  American,  led  by  Day- 
ton  Edmonds,  a  storyteller  and 
church  and  community  worker 
with  the  Greater  Okanogan  Group 
Ministry  in  Omak,  Wash.; 

✓Hispanic,  led  by  Jorge  Lock- 
ward,  minister  of  music  at 
Immanuel  and  First  Spanish  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  Brooklyn, 
N.Y. 

Evening  worship  sessions 
focused  on  various  aspects  of  the 
convocation’s  sub-theme,  “Unit¬ 
ing  the  Body  in  Worship  as  the 
Household  of  God,”  based  on  Eph¬ 
esians  2:13-22. 

Among  the  preachers  for  the 
week  were  Ms.  Bell;  the  Rev. 
Heather  Murray  Elkins,  associate 
professor  of  worship  at  United 
Methodist-related  Drew  Universi¬ 
ty  in  Madison,  N.J.;  and  the  Rev. 


Gayle  Carleton  Felton,  assistant 
professor  of  Christian  nurture  at 
United  Methodist-related  Duke 
University  School  of  Theology. 

Dr.  Felton  also  taught  a  week- 
long  seminar,  “By  Water  and  the 
Spirit”  on  the  baptism  study  now 
being  considered  by  United 
Methodist  congregations. 

The  convocation  offered  more 
than  50  workshops  for  adults  on 
music,  preaching,  worship  trends 
(see  related  story  below),  liturgi¬ 
cal  movement  and  dance  and  visu-  : 
al  arts.  There  were  also  separate 
children’s  and  youth  programs. 

The  young  people’s  program  . 
culminated  in  a  closing-night  tal¬ 
ent  show.  There  the  youngsters 
demonstrated  their  four-day-old 
skills  in  choir,  handbells,  clowning 
and  theater  arts  to  a  standing- 
room-only  crowd  of  appreciative, 
applauding  adults. 


However,  she  added.  United 
Methodist  congregations  often 
have  trouble  locating  contempo¬ 
rary  music  that  1)  conforms  to 
United  Methodist  theology  and  2) 
is  quality  music  worthy  of  presen¬ 
tation. 

Mr.  Benedict  and  Ms.  Burnette 
led  two  of  five  workshops  devoted 
specifically  to  contemporary  wor¬ 
ship  styles. 

Both  experts  stressed  that  each 
congregation  must  take  into 
account  its  particular  audience 
when  considering  whether  to  adopt 
a  contemporary  worship  style. 

Participants  in  the  workshops 
acknowledged  that  contemporary 
worship  experiments  in  their 
respective  congregations — usual¬ 
ly  through  the  addition  of  a  service 
other  than  the  historic  1 1  a.m.  Sun¬ 
day  service — often  created  two 
congregations,  one  contemporary 
and  the  other  traditional. 

“How  do  you  eventually  move 
disciples  from  the  contemporary 
service,  culturally  geared  toward 
seekers,  into  the  traditional  service 
which  we  longtime  disciples  find 
more  profound?”  lamented  a  par¬ 


ticipant  in  Mr.  Benedict’s  class. 

Effective  bridging  between  the 
styles  is  one  of  the  ongoing  exper¬ 
iments  of  contemporary  worship, 
Mr.  Benedict  acknowledged. 

While  worship  seminars  fre¬ 
quently  revolved  around  contem¬ 
porary  trends,  the  familiar  strains 
of  classic  religious  music  could  be 
heard  from  the  more  than  20  class¬ 
es  offered  for  professional  church 
musicians  and  choir  directors. 

One  notable  exception  was  the 
popular  seminar,  “Faith  Will 
Sing.”  led  by  the  Rev.  Dan  Damon, 
a  United  Methodist  minister  from 
Modesto,  Calif.  Mr.  Damon  used 
his  newly  published  collection  of 
hymns  as  the  text  for  his  workshop. 

Mr.  Damon  also  collaborated 
with  well-known  hymnist  the  Rev. 
Brian  Wren  of  Topsham,  Me.,  in  a 
new  hymn.  “Piece  Together 
Praise,”  commissioned  for  the  con-> 
vocation's  theme  “Shalom  Pieces.” 

Participants  learned  the  new 
hymn,  accompanied  by  congrega¬ 
tional  movement  for  the  closing 
service  of  communion  led  by  Bish¬ 
op  Calvin  D.  McConnell  (Seattle 
Area).  : 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 


UMR  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  CYNTHIA  B  ASTLE 

TACOMA,  Wash.— Participants  raise  their  arms  in  congrega¬ 
tional  movement  to  the  hymn  "Piece  Together  Praise"  (see 
related  photo  above).  The  hymn  was  written  for  the  convoca¬ 
tion  by  the  Rev.  Brian  Wren  and  composed  by  the  Rev.  Dan 
Damon,  who  were  also  instructors  at  the  event. 


TACOMA,  Wash. — Contempo¬ 
rary  worship  trends — with  all  their 
imprecise  definitions  and  theolog¬ 
ical  implications — captured  wide¬ 
spread  interest  at  the  1995  convo¬ 
cation  of  the  Fellowship  of  United 
Methodists  in  Music  and  Worship 
Arts. 

“During  the  11  months  I’ve 
been  with  the  worship  section  of 
the  General  Board  of  Discipleship, 
we've  had  more  inquiries  about 
contemporary  worship  than  any¬ 
thing  else,”  said  the  Rev.  Dan 
Benedict,  head  of  the  board's  wor¬ 
ship  section  and  one  of  the  work¬ 
shop  presenters  at  the  every-other- 
year  event. 

The  trouble  is  nobody  knows 
exactly  what  “contemporary  wor¬ 
ship”  means  in  a  United  Methodist 
context.,  acknowledged  M.  Anne 
Burnette,  a  music  specialist  at  the 
Discipleship  board. 

“In  general,  contemporary  wor¬ 
ship  uses  current  singable  music 
and  easily  understood  language," 
she  explained  to  one  session. 


"I'd  also  like  to  get  some  dancers  in  our  church , 
maybe  to  interpret  the  Scripture  readings.  What's 
funny  is  that  in  my  town ,  the  Baptist  church  across  the 
street  has  liturgical  dancers ,  but  we  United  Methodists 
don't!" 

—Robert  Thomas  Jr. 
organist  at  Trinity  UMC,  Orangeburg,  S.C. 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

TACOMA,  Wash. — A  churchwide 
worship  convocation  can  be  a 
thrilling  "mountaintop,”  but  what 
happens  to  the  energy  and  imagina¬ 
tion  it  inspires  when  you  return  to 
,  your  own  congregation? 

The  Reporter  asked  leaders  and  par¬ 
ticipants  at  the  1995  convocation  of 
United  Methodists  in  Music  and  Wor¬ 


ship  Arts  how  they  planned  to  use  their 
convocation  experiences  back  home. 

The  Rev.  Judy  Loehr  of 
Nashville,  director  of  convocation 
worship:  “Do  one  thing,  focus  on  it 
and  repeat  it.  Do  what  you  believe  in." 

Rosalie  Branigan  of  Slidell,  La., 
convocation  choreographer:  "Do 


things  simply  so  they  look  inviting  to 
the  local  church.  In  the  case  of  litur¬ 
gical  movement,  I  try  not  to  do  any¬ 
thing  that  looks  too  'dance-y.'  ” 

The  Rev.  Charles  Smith,  senior 
pastor  of  First  UMC  in  Wilson. 

N.C.:  "I  was  on  the  committee  that 
produced  the  1989  United  Methodist 
Hymnal,  but  this  is  the  first  convoca¬ 
tion  I've  attended  as  a  participant.  I 
came  here  at  the  invitation  of  Laura 
Davenport,  my  church's  musician  and 
it  has  been  wonderful.  It's  great  to 
come  where  the  emphasis  isn't  on 
church  administration,  but  on  music 
and  singing. 

“The  fellowship  is  excellent  for 
trying  to  stay  ahead  of  the  curve  on 
worship  trends.  I'm  going  to  talk 
more  with  my  musician.  We  have  a 
good  relationship,  but  now  we  have 
common  experiences'  irt  the  convoca¬ 
tion  presentations  and  anthem  read¬ 
ings  to  draw  from. 


“I’m  very  impressed.  I  recommend 
it  highly  to  my  pastor  friends.” 

Claudia  Slayman,  staff  member 
at  Campbell  UMC  and  volunteer 
musician  at  Wesley  UMC,  San  Jose, 
Calif.:  "This  is  really  something  spe¬ 
cial.  Arts,  music  and  dance  are  equal¬ 
ly  valued  and  are  playing  to  an  utter¬ 
ly  loving  and  receptive  audience.  I 
hope  to  convey  some  of  the  excite¬ 
ment  when  1  go  home.  When  I  plan 
worship  I'm  going  to  take  into 


account  visuals  and  movement  as 
well.” 

Donene  Blair,  staff  member  at 
Bellevue  (Wash.)  UMC  and  mem¬ 
ber  of  Tibbetts  UMC,  West  Seattle, 
Wash.:  “Lots  of  practical  things  have 
come  from  the  workshops.  I've  got¬ 
ten  good  tips  on  how  to  select  con¬ 
temporary  music.  I've  learned  good 
improvisational  techniques.  The 
anthem  reading  sessions  have  been 


good.  It's  also  great  fun  and  fellow¬ 
ship  to  be  around  people  who  do  what 
you  do.  who  face  the  challenges  you 
do  and  leam  how  to  cope  with  them.” . 

Robert  Thomas  Jr.,  organist  at 
Trinity  UMC,  Orangeburg.  S.C. 
and  chairman  of  the  music  depart¬ 
ment  at  Claflin  College:  "This  is  my 
first  convocation — I'm  one  of  the  fel¬ 
lowship's  multicultural  scholars — > 
and  I  think  it's  wonderful. 

''I'm  trying  to  find  out  what  would 
really  work  in  my  congregation.  I’d 
like  to  try  a  service  of  renewal  of  bap¬ 
tismal  vows.  I  found  that  very  impres¬ 
sive. 

"I'd  also  like  to  get  some  dancers 
in  our  church,  maybe  to  interpret  the 
Scripture  readings.  What's  funny  is 
that  in  my  town,  the  Baptist  church 
across  the  street  has  liturgical 
dancers,  but  we  United  Methodists 
don’t!" 

-CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


Don’t  Miss  the  41st  Annual 

Congress  on  Evangelism 

Affiliate  of  the  General  Board  of  Discipleship 

January  2-5,  1996 
in  Nashville  (Music  City),  TN 

For  information  call:  404-993-4919 
Or  write:  4495  Sandy  Plains  Rd.  •  Marietta,  GA  30066 
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HONORED:  The  Rev.  Carlton  R.  (Sam) 
Young  of  Nashville,  editor  of  the  1989  edition 
of  The  United  Methodist  Hymnal,  has  received 
the  1995  Roger  N.  Deschner  Award  for  out¬ 
standing  contributions  to  the  music  and  wor¬ 
ship  life  of  the  church.  The  award  was  given 
recently  by  the  Fellowship  of  United  Methodists 
'in  Music  and  Worship  Arts. 

;NEW  PRESIDENT:  Brad  Kisner,  director 
of  music  and  fine  arts  at  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Corpus  Christi,  Texas,  has  been 
elected  to  a  two-year  term  as  president  of  the 
Fellowship  of  United  Methodists  in  Music  and 
Worship  Arts.  He  succeeds  William  J.  Weisser, 
diaconal  minister  of  music  at  Edenton  Street 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Raleigh.  N.C.  The 
Fellowship,  with  nearly  2,200  members  is  cele¬ 
brating  its  40th  anniversary. 

FIRST  FEMALE:  United  Methodist  Bishop 
Walter  Klaiber  has'appointed  the  Rev.  Rose¬ 
marie  Wenner  as  Germany’s  first  female  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent,  effective  Jan.  1 . 

GERMAN  AT  AFRICA  U.:  The  Rev 
Michael  Veihelmann.  30,  a  third-year  student  at 
Reutlingen  (Germany)  Theological  Seminary, 
has  become  the  first  German  to  study  at  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist-related  Africa  University  at  Old 
Mutare  in  Zimbabwe.  After  one  semester  of 
study,  Mr.  Veihelmann  will  intern  in  a  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Zimbabwe. 

INTERIM  CEO:  Retired  Bishop  Emerson 
Colaw  will  serve  as  interim  chief  executive 
officer  at  United  Theological  Seminary  in  Day- 
ton,  Ohio,  from  Sept.  3  until  a  person  is  named  to 
succeed  the  Rev.  Leonard  Sweet  who  recently 
designed  to  become  dean  of  the  Theological 
School  at  Drew  University,  Madison,  N.J. 

RETIRES:  Dr.  Sally  Geis,  sociologist  and 
active  United  Methodist  laywoman.  has  retired 
from  the  faculty  of  Biff  School  of  Theology  in 
Denver  where  she  has  taught  since  1986.  She 
.will  continue  to  serve  as  executive  coordinator 
bf  the  United  Methodist  Russian  Initiative,  a 
Consortium  of  United  Methodist  theological 
schools  that  support  work  in  Russia. 

APPOINTED:  Mark  Ballenger  Hobbs  has 
jjeen  named  director  of  alumni/ae  and  church 
relations  at  the  United  Methodist-related  School 
bf  Theology  at  Claremont,  Calif.  Mr.  Hobbs  cur¬ 
rently  serves  as  the  director  of  the  United  Fel¬ 
lowship  at  Occidental  College,  which  he  helped 
found. 

TENTH  ANNIVERSARY:  The  Society  of 

St.  Andrew  recently  celebrated  the  10th 
anniversary  of  its  Harvest  of  Hope  program  at 

the  Eastern  Shore  Agricultural  Research  and 
Extension  Center  of  Virginia  Tech  in  Painter,  Va. 
Since  1985  around  4.000  teenagers  and  young 
adults  have  participated  in  the  Harvest  of  Hope 
hunger  studies  and  potato  gleanings  held  in  Vir¬ 
ginia,  Washington,  D.C.,  Maryland,  Pennsylva¬ 
nia,  North  and  South  Carolina,  Louisiana  and 
New  York. 


Heartland  UMs  send  love, 
faith  to  Mother  Russia 


By  DENISE  )OHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  tditor 

More  churches  in  the  United 
Methodist  tradition  have  been 
started  in  the  former  Soviet  Union, 
thanks  to  the  mission  efforts  of 
members  of  the  Oklahoma  Annual 
Conference. 

A  delegation  from  Oklahoma 
has  just  returned  from  Russia  in 
July,  visiting  cities  at  the  invitation 
of  local  leaders  who  have 
expressed  a  desire  to  learn  more 
about  the  Christian  faith. 

Twenty-one  more  people  from 
Oklahoma  have  joined  hundreds  of 
United  Methodists  throughout  the 
U.S.  who  have  helped  lead  worship 
services,  Bible  studies,  and  lay  min¬ 
istries  in  the  former  Soviet  Union. 

The  most  recent  mission  effort, 
however,  is  part  of  an  ongoing  mis- 
sional  priority  of  the  Oklahoma 
conference,  said  the  Rev.  Robert 
Pierson,  chair  of  the  conference 
committee  on  global  ministries. 

Three-year-old  effort 

Bishop  Dan  Solomon  (Okla¬ 
homa  Area)  and  the  Rev.  R.  Bruce 
Weaver,  director  of  the  churchwide 
Russian  Initiative,  recommended 
that  the  program  be  an  Oklahoma 
conference  priority  three  years  ago. 

Dr.  Pierson  says  that  at  least  300 
people  have  participated  in  the  pro¬ 
gram,  either  through  special  finan¬ 
cial  donations,  collecting  food  and 
clothing,  or  through  actual  volun- 
teers-in-mission  service  in  the  for¬ 


"Volunteers  hold  worship  services  each  evening 
while  they  are  in  Russia,  inviting  people  to  come  and 
accept  Jesus  Christ  as  their  Lord  and  Savior . " 

—Robert  Pierson,  Oklahoma  missions  chair 


mer  Soviet  Union. 

An  estimated  $2.5  million  worth 
of  medicines  and  medical  equip¬ 
ment  has  been  delivered  to  various 
hospitals  in  the  cities  where  part¬ 
nerships  have  been  formed  In 
addition,  15,000  Bibles  and  Chris¬ 
tian  teaching  materials  have  been 
given  to  Russian  Christians. 

Plans  for  the  conference  are  to 
continue  the  church  development 
program  for  another  five  years, 
helping  to  establish  churches  in  at 
least  three  new  cities  each  year. 

The  Oklahoma  conference  has 
committed  to  provide  financial  sup¬ 
port  for  the  pastors  of  the  new  Russ¬ 
ian  churches  and  other  preliminary 
expenses  for  emerging  churches. 

The  conference  also  gives  mis¬ 
sionary  support  to  Oklahomans 
Jarrell  and  Natalie  Tyson,  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  mis¬ 
sionaries.  They  have  been  assigned 
to  work  on  the  staff  of  United 
Methodist  Bishop  Ruediger  Minor 
(Eurasia  Area). 

“Our  basic  process  of  this  church 
development  is  to  send  teams  to 
visit  the  Russian  cities  and  make 
friends  and/or  business  contacts 
with  the  people,”  said  Dr.  Pierson. 

"Sometime  we  might  bring  med¬ 


ical  help  to  the  hospitals,  and  assis¬ 
tance  for  the  the  schools.  Members 
of  the  teams  also  hold  worship  ser¬ 
vices  each  evening  while  they  are  in 
Russia,  inviting  people  to  come  and 
accept  Jesus  Christ  as  their  Lord  and 
Savior  and  become  a  part  of  the  new 
Methodist  Church.” 

Examples  cited 

Examples  of  the  activities  of  the 
mission  teams  included: 

■  In  Dolgoprudney,  where 
efforts  are  sponsored  by  Christ 
UMC  in  Tulsa,  evening  meetings 
were  held  with  great  positive 
response,  with  nearly  300  people 
attending.  Sunday  worship  ser¬ 
vices  were  conducted  with  the  new 
pastor,  the  Rev.  Olga  Pokrovskays, 
leading,  and  the  laity  organized  a 
women's  group,  a  youth  group,  and 
a  Bible  studies. 

■  In  Klin,  where  efforts  are 
sponsored  by  Nichols  Hills  UMC 
in  Oklahoma  City,  the  first  worship 
services  were  held  with  the  local 
government.  Attendance  at  the 
meeting  was  nearly  200.  Plans 
were  made  with  the  local  Russian 
Orthodox  priests  to  cooperate  in 
the  restoration  of  Russian  Ortho¬ 
dox  churches. 


PHOTO  COURTESY  OF  ROBERT  PIERSON 

MOSCOW— Young  people  dressed  in  native  Russian  attire 
greet  Oklahoma  United  Methodists  who  came  to  help  estab¬ 
lish  United  Methodist  churches.  The  delegation  is  greeted  in 
a  traditional  Russian  custom  of  offering  a  loaf  of  bread  and 
some  salt  to  visitors,  symbols  of  hospitality  and  lasting  friend¬ 
ship.  Enjoying  the  first  taste  of  bread  and  salt  is  Jennifer 
McGinnis,  a  member  of  Nichols  Hills  UMC  in  Oklahoma  City. 

Oklahoma  UMCs  back  Russia  missions 


Other  Russian  missions  spon¬ 
sored  by  Oklahoma  churches: 

Lytkarino,  30  miles  SW  of 
Moscow,  sponsored  by  First  UMC, 
Chickasha; 

Ramenskoye.  30  miles  SE  of 
Moscow,  co-sponsored  by  First 
UMC.  Bixby,  and  Faith  UMC,  Tulsa; 

Voronezh,  400  miles  S  of 
Moscow,  sponsored  by  Enid  Dis¬ 
trict; 


Kaluga.  60  miles  SW  of 
Moscow,  sponsored  by  First  UMC, 
Grove;. 

Ulyanovak.  600  miles  E  of 
Moscow,  sponsored  by  St.  Luke's 
UMC,  Oklahoma  City;. 

Dubna.  60  miles  N  of  Moscow, 
sponsored  by  First  UMC,  Stillwater; 

Dmitrov.  30  miles  N  of  Moscow, 
sponsored  by  East  Cross  UMC, 
Bartlesville. 


UMCOR  finds  both  sides  suffering  in  Bosnian  war 


By  KATHLEEN  LaCAMERA 

United  Methodist  Slews  Service 

GORNJI-VAKUF,  Central 
Bosnia — The  shooting  started  in  the 
middle  of  the  night.  Hadija  Petrovic, 
a  Muslim,  and  three  of  her  children 
fled  their  home,  leaving  everything 
that  she  and  her  husband  had  worked 
for  during  their  20  years  of  marriage. 

Her  18-year-old  son,  who  had 
stayed  behind  to  stand  guard,  was 
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GORNJI-VAKUF,  Central 
Bosnia— Hadija  Petrovic  stands 
in  the  shell  of  her  burned-out 
home  wiping  away  tears  as  she 
recalls  the  night  her  son  was 
killed  and  her  house  gutted  in 
ethnic  warfare.  The  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
is  providing  materials  to  help 
repair  Ms.  Petrovic's  home. 


severely  wounded  only  40  yards  from 
the  family’s  home.  He  died  in  a  hos¬ 
pital  later  that  same  night. 

The  house  itself  was  set  on  fire  as 
55-gallon  drums  filled  with  explo¬ 
sives  were  rolled  down  the  hills  sur¬ 
rounding  this  Muslim  village  and  det¬ 
onated.  The  attackers  likely  were 
Croats  from  a  village  literally  a 
stone's  throw  away. 

Several  miles  from  Ms.  Petrovic’s 
house,  Nermin  Saric,  a  Croat  soldier, 
watched  his  own  home  burn  after  an 
attack  by  Bosnian  Muslims. 

No  easy  reconciliation 

The  war  between  Croats  and  Mus¬ 
lims  ended  over  a  year  ago,  with  a  fed¬ 
eration  now  formed  to  fight  invading 
Bosnian  Serbs.  But  reconciliation  and 
rebuilding  does  not  come  easily  to  a 
place  where  neighbor  has  fought 
neighbor.  Both  the  minaret  of  the  local 
mosque  and  the  steeple  of  the  Catholic 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  SI. 40  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  in¬ 
sertion,  $28.00  minimum  charge  for  up  to  20 
words.  Blind  ads  S2 1 .00  plus  add  S 1 1 .20  for  the 

8  words  to  insert  our  contact  information.  Cash 
must  accompany  order  except  on  contract  ad¬ 
vertising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in  ad- 

EDUCATIONAL  TRAVEL-STUDY  ministry 

seeking  Regional  Director  for  states:  AK,  AR, 
AZ.  CO,  IA,  ID.  LA,  MN,  MS,  MT,  ND,  NE,  NV, 
OK,  OR,  SD,  TN,  WA,  WI,  WY.  Part/full-time 
income  and  travel  benefits.  Contact:  Kristine, 
Educational  Opportunities:  1-800-929-5327. 

FULL-TIME  PASTORAL  ASSISI  AN  1  tor 

900-member  congregation  in  southeast  Texas. 
Responsibilities  include  development  of  small 
gr.oups  and  lay  ministries.  Flexible  job  descrip¬ 
tion  depending  on  interests  and  spiritual  gifts. 
Send  inquiries  to:  First  UMC,  670  N.  Fifth  St., 
Silsbee,  TX  77656. 

vance.  Products  and  services  go  through  an 
approval  process.  We  schedule  two  weeks  in  ad¬ 
vance  of  an  issue  date. 

VENDING  HERSHEY’S  CANDY.  Make  Big 

$$$!!!  Own  a  route  and  help  Spina  Bifida  Asso¬ 
ciation  of  America.  Call  for  complete  informa- 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION 

and  Programming.  650-member  church  seeking 
program  director  with  emphasis  on  education. 
Salary  negotiable  and  commensurate  with  expe¬ 
rience.  Send  resume  to:  St.  John  UMC,  P.O. 
Box  444,  Augusta,  GA  30903. 

tion.  1-800-843-9051. 

Seeking  a  motivated,  dynamic,  and  innovative 
person  to  lead  a  team  of  volunteers,  staff,  and 
board  to  develop  and  implement  a  campaign 
strategy  to  increase  church  involvement  with  an 
international  development  organization.  Team 
leader  will  focus  on  five  targeted  cities  in  the 
mid-southwest  with  specific  monetary  goals 
Must  have  proven  experience  in  leading  cam¬ 
paigns  and  have  skills  as  a  motivator  and  organiz¬ 
er  of  staff  and  volunteers.  Submit  letter,  resume, 
and  salary  requirements  by  August  10,  1995  to: 
Gregg  Biggs,  World  Neighbors,  4127  NW  122nd 
Street  Oklahoma  City,  OK  73120-8869.  (405) 
752-9700,  Fax:  (405)  752-9393.  E-mail: 

Kreggfoiwn-okc.mhs.compuserve.com 

SPAIN.  PORTUGAL,  MOROCCO,  October 

5-18,  1995.  $2,095.  Observe  the  intersection 
of  the  3  great  monotheistic  religions.  Experi¬ 
enced  leadership.  Free  brochure.  Dr.  Cecil 
Pottieger,  P.O.  Box  3371,  Frederick,  MD 
21705.(301)696-8370. 

KENDALL  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH 

(1500+  members)  seeking  full-time,  experi¬ 
enced  Membership  Development  Director,  suc- 

ISRAEL.  SEE  THE  HOLY  LAND.  Oraamze  10 

people  and  travel  free.  10  days/9  nights.  Only 
51795.00  per  person.  (800)  334-4754. 

with  organization,  communication,  and  devel¬ 
opment  skills  to  facilitate  church  growth  and 
assimilate  new  members.  Salary  commensurate 

CABIN/COLORADO,  LOCATION  TO  BE  de¬ 

termined.  Seeking  six-seven  families  to  invest 
S10-S15K.  Each  family  to  have  two  weeks  each 
summer.  Contact:  Dan  Bruce:  home:  metro  (817) 

with  experience.  Send  resume  to  Don  Burgess, 
7600  SW  104  Street.  Miami,  FL  33156  by  Au¬ 
gust  14,  or  call  John  Gatewood  at  (305)  667- 
0343  for  more  information. 

265-3046.  work:  (817)  927-1200.  151 1  Creekford 
Drive,  Arlington,  TX  76012. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR/YOUTH  Ministry: 

Must  have  proven  track  record  and  strong  spiri- 

church  in  northeast  Texas  with  a  32  rank 
Moller  pipe  organ.  Send  resume  to:  Ken  Reid, 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRY  in  3500- 
member  church.  Person  must  have  bachelor’s 
degree  and  past  experience.  Salary  commensu¬ 
rate  with  experience.  Send  resumes/references 
to-  Youth  Director  Search  Committee,  1799 
Woodland  Hills.  Kingwood  UMC,  Kingwood, 

.  TX  77339  or  Fax:  (713)  358-9261. 

tually-driven  philosophy.  Respond  to.  Rev. 
William  G.  Edwards,  Decatur-First  UMC,  300 
East  Ponce  dc  Leon  Ave.,  Decatur.  GA 30030. 

Longview,  TX  75606-0707. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MINISTRIES  TO  families 

with  youth.  Equip  adults  and  youth  to  be  in 
ministry  together.  Strong  organizational  and 
relational  skills,  energy,  sense  of  humor,  and 
commitment  to  Christ  essential.  Send  letter  of 
application,  resume  and  references  to:  Harry 
Leggett,  Chairperson,  Staff  Parish  Relations 
Committee,  St.  James  United  Methodist 
Church.  321  Pleasant  Valley  Drive,  Little 
Rock,  AR  72212. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC:  To  give 
leadership  and  vision  for  the  total  music  pro¬ 
gram.  Instrumental,  vocal,  and  bell  choirs.  Sala- 

ry  package  up  to  $28,000.  Send  resume  and 
references  to:  Miles  Godbey,  St.  John’s  United 
Methodist  Church,  1200  Old  Pecos  Trail,  Santa 
Fe.  NM  87501.  Application  deadline  August  1. 

LULLABYES....A  BEAUTIFUL  collection  of 

original  lullabyes  perfect  for  the  young  and  young 
at  heart.  Moms  enjoy  having  lullabye  tapes  to 
play  in  the  car.  Children  enjoy  having  their  own 
music  to  play  in  cassette  players  for  kids.  The 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR/COORDINATOR  OF 

Christian  Education  for  a  750  +  member 
church  in  Northeast  Texas—  Tennison  Memo¬ 
rial  UMC.  Please  contact  Rev,  R.  Winston 
Goens,  Jr.  (903)  572-5341,  or  mail  resume:  P.O. 
Box  967,  Mt.  Pleasant,  TX  75456-0967. 

say  to  her  child.  From  Jinglebelle  Jingles,  Inc.  a 
great  gift  idea.  Written  and  published  by  pub¬ 
lished  artist  Sharon  Sanders.  Send  $4.50  to:  Ted¬ 
dy  Bear’s  Lullabyes,  P.O.  Box  9,  Inglefield,  IN 

NO  ACCOMPANIST?  SING  YOUR  favorite 

hymns  in  worship  or  at  home.  Instrumental  ac¬ 
companiment  for  90  best  known  hymns  on  6- 
tape  cassette  sets.  Choose  piano  or  organ.  Word 
book  included,  but  can  be  used  with  your  hym- 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRY  needed 

immediately.  Strong  1300-member  church. 
Fantastic  youth  program.  Degree  and  experi¬ 
ence  preferred.  Negotiable  salary/job  descrip¬ 
tion.  Send  resume:  Dr.  Tommy  Dunbar,  First 
UMC,  300  E.  Houston,  Marshall,  TX  75670. 
(903)  938-6622. 

47618  Includes  shipping  and  handling. 

TURNING  TRAGEDY  INTO  TRIUMPH... 

ping.  1-800-728-0573. 

Dan,  M.A.,  M.Div..  speaks  directly  to  needs  of 
hurting  individuals/families.  Just  the  practical 
cal)  to  faith  needed  during  troubling  times 
when  we're  most  vulnerable.  $14.95,  ISBN  1- 

PART-TIME  ORGANIST,  1700-MEMBER 

church.  Three  manual  pipe  organ.  Salary 
$9,500-$  10,600,  additional  for  conducting  chil¬ 
dren's  choir,  handbell  choir.  Resume  deadline: 
August  15th.  Dale  Daniels,  Lake  Highlands 
UMC,  Dallas.  TX  75355-1389.  (214)  348-6600. 

KISSIMMEE,  FLORIDA,  FIRST  UNITED 

Methodist  Church,  a  dynamic,  wowing  church 
of  1800,  looking  for  a  full-time  Director  of  Mu¬ 
sic  Ministries.  Person  with  wide  range  of  music 
interest  is  needed  for  this  diverse  congregation. 
Compensation  package  commensurate  with 
qualifications  and  experience.  Send  resume  to: 
The  Reverend  John  G.  Willis,  Jr.,  FUMC,  101 
West  Dakin  Avenue,  Kissimmee,  FL  34741. 
(407)  847-3700. 

hara  Ave.,  #459-M,  The  Lakes,  NV  891 17. 

•STEP  UP!  STEP  OUT!’’  SERMON  SERIES  to 
help  people  break  addictive  patterns.  Christian 
approach  to  The  12  Steps.  Five  audio  cassettes. 
Detailed  outlines.  Ideas  for  worship  services. 

12  Step  small  group  ministry  and  advertising 
included.  Attendance  in  UM  church  increased 

1 2%  during  series.  $25  to  “Step  Up  Ministries,” 
14634  Bellaire  Blvd.,  Houston,  TX  77083. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  AND  COLLEGE  Age 
Ministries  needed  for  a  2600-member  "baby 
boomer"  congregation.  Large,  dynamic  youth 
program  already  in  place.  Experience  is  neces¬ 
sary.  Certification  on  traimr.6  in  youth  ministry 
is  preferred  but  not  mandatory.  Church  will  be 
relocating  to  a  new,  67  acre  site  within  three 
years.  City  is  home  of  the  University  of  Florida. 
Send  resume  to:  Search  Committee,  Trinity 
United  Methodist  Church,  3536  NW  8th  Ave¬ 
nue,  Gainesville,  FL  32605. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDREN  AND  YOUTH 

Ministries  sought.  Qualified,  energetic  appli¬ 
cant  must  hold  education  or  Christian  pduca- 

"DO  YOU  WANT  TO  ADOPT  A  BABY?" 

Methodist  Mission  Home/San  Antonio  now  ac¬ 
cepting  applications.  Texas  and  New  Mexico 
residents  call  (210)  696-7021  for  information. 

Submit  resumes  to:  Rev.  Richard  M.  West, 
Wesley  United  Methodist  Church,  1406  E.  Aus¬ 
tin,  Harlingen.  TX  78550. 

WANTED:  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH/Leisure 

Ministries.  Responsibilities  include:  managing/ 
programming  Christian  Life  Center,  directing 
youth  ministry.  Inquiries  phone  (oui)  ztsb- 
3298.  Send  resume/salary  r«lu,Je"’'n*s.’  .DrL 
Don  Patterson,  Christ  UMC,  3161  Shiloh 
Road.  Corinth,  MS  38834. 

IF  YOU  HAVE  A  HEART  FOR  YOUTH,  an 
understanding  of  Christian  discipleship,  per- 

PASTORS  CAN  HELP  THOSE  WHO  struggle 
with  homosexuality  is  the  theme  of  the  current 
issue  of  “Transforming  Congregations.” 

pastoral  ministry.  First  UMC  of  Alvin,  Texas 
is  interested  in  hearing  from  you.  We  are  a 
1800-member  church,  thirty  minutes  south  of 

overcoming  same-sex  addiction?  For  free  sam¬ 
ple  copies  of  our  quarterly  newsletter  and  sub¬ 
scription  information  write:  Trinity  UMC,  724 
Niles  Street,  Bakersfield,  CA  93305  or  call 
(805)325-0785. 

Houston  near  NASA,  with  an  opening  for  a 
full-time  Director  of  Youth  Ministries  effec¬ 
tive  in  August  or  soon  thereafter.  Competitive 
salary  ana  benefits.  Send  resume  to:  Search 
Committee,  FUMC,  61 1  W.  South,  Alvin,  TX 
75771. 

EXPERIENCED  ORGANIST/CHOIR  Direc¬ 

tor  for  350-member  church  with  strong  music 
program:  Calvary  United  Methodist.  16  Park 
Avenue.  Ambler,  PA  19002.  Call  (215)  646- 
8 1 45  for  details.  Deadline  August  22.  i 

Conflict  takes  toll  on  young 
people's  future  hopes,  dreams 


By  KATHLEEN  LaCAMERA 

United  Methodist  Slews  Service 

MAGLAJ,  Central  Bosnia — For 
more  than  three  years,  this  small 
town,  in  the  northern  region  of  Cen¬ 
tral  Bosnia,  has  found  itself  on  the 
frontline  of  inter-ethnic  conflict. 

"It  was  very,  very  difficult,  espe¬ 
cially  when  we  were  under  siege,” 
Mehmed  Obradic,  whose  brother  was 
killed  in  the  fighting,  told  United 
Methodist  News  Service.  “We  didn't 
have  any  food,  we  had  to  fight  in  all 


PRESIDENT 
PACIFIC  SCHOOL 
OF  RELIGION 

PSR,  an  interdenominational  seminary  in  Ber¬ 
keley,  California,  invites  applications  and 
nominations  for  President.  The  President  who 
leads  PSR  into  the  21st  century  should  be  a 
person  of  faith  sensitive  to  PSR's com fexfs — the 
Graduate  Theological  Union  (PSR  is  one  of 
nine  member  schools),  the  changing  church, 
the  diversity  of  the  local  community,  and  link¬ 
ages  with  Pacific  Basin  communities — and  val¬ 
ues — commitment  to  and  critical  understand¬ 
ing  of  the  Christian  tradition,  inclusiveness, 
justice,  and  respect  for  religious  difference. 
The  trustees,  faculty,  staff,  and  students  of  PSR, 
as  well  as  the  communities  PSR  serves,  look 
to  the  President  for  creative,  cooperative  lead¬ 
ership  in  three  vital  areas: 

•  Shaping  PSR's  vision  of  contextual 
theological  education; 

•  Fund  development,  donor  relations,  and 
financial  planning; 

•  Executive  direction  of  policy  and 
organizational  development,  and  of 
internal  and  external  communications. 

Mail  or  fax  applications  and  nominations  by 
September  29, 1995,  to: 

Reverend  Kim  Smith 
Trinity  UMC 

2362  Bancroft  Way,  Berkeley,  CA  94704 
Confidential  fax:  415-854-4177 

- -  An  EO/AA  employer 


sorts  of  ways,  against  the  enemy, 
against  hunger." 

Mr.  Obradic  believes  life  in  Maglaj 
is  better  these  days,  even  though 
Bosnian  Serb  tanks  are  only  1,000 
yards  away  and  sniper  fire  and 
artillery  shelling  remain  a  daily  threat. 

But  like  other  young  adults  who 
have  experienced  the  real-life  conse¬ 
quences  of  “ethnic  cleansing,”  he 
senses  something  has  been  taken  from 
his  life  that  he  will  never  get  back. 

“Before  the  war,  I  read  books  about 
the  lost  generation  in  Lebanon  ...  1 
think  we’re  that  generation,  too,"  said 
Dmda  Emir,  a  soldier  in  his  early  20s 
serving  the  Bosnian  army. 

“Everyday,  someone  dies.  I  was  a 
student  before  the  war.  Now,  nothing  is 
normal  anymore.” 

New  refugees  find 
haven  in  Zenica 

ZENICA — Since  mid-July,  tens  of 
thousands  of  people  have  fled  the 
United  Nations  “safe  havens"  of  Sre¬ 
brenica  and  Zepa  in  eastern  Bosnia. 

Zepa  was  captured  by  Bosnian 
Serbs  on  July  19,  just  eight  days  after 
Srebrenica  fell. 

The  United  Methodist  Committee 
on  Relief  was  asked  by  the  United 
Nations  High  Commissioner  on 
Refugees  to  immediately  prepare  san¬ 
itation  facilities  for  the  additional 
5,000  to  10,000  refugees  expected. 

UMCOR  also  is  working  to  meet 
other  needs  of  the  displaced,  accord¬ 
ing  to  agency  staff  members  there.  At 
press  time,  a  spokeswoman  said 
UMCOR  workers  were  not  in  danger. 

Donations  to  support  UMCOR’s 
extensive  work  in  Bosnia  and  the  for¬ 
mer  Yugoslavia  can  be  made  through 
UMCOR  Advance  No.  333350-1. 


church  are  riddled  with  the  evidence 
of  bullets  and  artillery  shells. 

It  is  in  this  divided  community  that 
the  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  has  been  working  for  the  past 
year  to  help  bring  physical  and  psy¬ 
chological  healing.  [At  press  time,  the 
region  encountered  occasional 
shelling,  but  was  beyond  the  areas  of 
most  active  warfare  between  Serbs 
and  Muslims.] 

For  Ms.  Petrovic,  the  war  claimed 
not  only  her  son  and  her  home,  but 
also  the  life  of  her  husband,  who  died 
on  the  front  lines  fighting  the  Croats. 

"I  lost  everything,"  she  said  tear¬ 
fully.  “If  we  have  to  go  on,  we  have 
to  go  on,  but  it’s  only  misery  now.  I 
don’t  know  when  or  if  peace  will  ever 
come  to  all  of  Bosnia  ...  for  me  it 
doesn't  matter.  I  only  have  my  chil¬ 
dren  to  save,  nothing  else.” 

During  the  past  two  years,  she  and 
her  family  have  lived  in  one  and  a  half 
rooms  of  a  village  school  which  had 
been  turned  into  temporary  shelter  for 
20  families. 

Mr.  Saric’s  family  has  fared  a  bit 
better.  They  were  able  to  move  into 
the  empty  home  of  a  friend  who  was 
living  in  Germany.  But  the  friend 
plans  to  return  soon. 

By  this  fall,  UMCOR  hopes  to 
place  both  Ms.  Petrovic  and  Mr.  Saric 
back  in  their  own  rebuilt  homes. 

The  agency  has  provided  extra 
building  materials  and  support  for 
new  roofs  and  repairs  to  external 
walls  and  plans  to  contribute  other 
materials  needed  to  make  the  homes 
habitable. 

When  the  Bosnian  Muslim-Croat 
war  began  in  1993.  the  Muslim  and 
Croat  communities  in  Gornji  Vakuf 
literally  squared  off  on  opposite  sides 
of  the  main  street. 

Even  now,  a  year  after  the  fighting 
ceased,  buildings  still  lie  in  ruins, 
devastated  by  shelling. 

Children  can't  play  in  the  hills 
around  the  town  for  fear  of  stepping 
on  land  mines  and  Croats  and  Mus¬ 
lims  rarely  defy  the  invisible  dividing 
line  between  each  other's  sections  of 
town. 

Building  a  safe  place 

As  a  “first  step"  toward  reconcili¬ 
ation.  UMCOR  is  turning  one  of  those 
badly  damaged  buildings  into  a  com¬ 
munity  center. 

“It’s  the  first  building  where  both 
groups  can  feel  comfortable  meeting 
with  each  other  on  neutral  ground," 
explained  Dirk  Van  Gorp,  coordina¬ 
tor  of  the  agency’s  work  in  Bosnia. 

Both  Croat  and  Muslim  work 
teams  are  taking  part  in  the  actual 
construction. 

Mr.  Saric  said  he  believes  it  will 
take  a  long  time  for  the  two  commu¬ 
nities  to  join  together  again. 

“In  peacetime.  I  would  be  very 
angry,"  he  added. 

"But  what  can  I  do?  We  shoot  at 
them,  they  shoot  at  us  and  that’s  how 
it  is  . . .  but  I  can’t  be  angry  because  I 
don’t  know  who  was  shooting.” 
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“Let  us  go  up 
to  the  mountain 
of  the  Lord . . 


« 


Isaiah  2:3 


J.  Philip  Woodland 
DS  Monroe 


I  took  our  grandson,  Philip,  nearly  four,  to  the  Forsythe  Park  in 
Monroe.  It  boasts  a  well-designed  playground.  Each  piece  of  equip¬ 
ment  has  been  designed  with  the  child  in  mind  —  eye-catching  color, 
coordination  development,  safety  engineered.  There  are  swings  and 

slides,  tunnels  and  ramps,  sand  boxes  and  chain  bridges,  monkey  bars  to  hang  from  and  planks  to 
walk  on.  It's  a  'state  of  the  art’  playground. 

When  Philip  jumped  out  of  the  car,  he  didn’t  head  toward  this  playground.  What  he  saw  was  a 
section  of  abandoned  bleachers.  The  bottom  row  was  broken.  The  paint  was  peeling  off.  It  had 
been  pulled  aside  from  the  ball  field  so  no  one  would  sit  on  it.  It  was  a  safety  hazard.  Philip  headed 
straight  for  it.  It  was  like  the  challenge  of  Mt.  Everest  calling.  Straight  to  the  top  he  climbed,  then 
down  again,  then  up  again,  then  down  again,  up  and  down,  up  and  down.  He  didn’t  need  Disney  to 
make  the  old  bleachers  into  Mt.  Matterhorn.  No  skier  in  Aspen  took  more  delight  in  coming  down. 
It  was  a  mountain  he  had  discovered  and  mastered. 

I  marvelled  at  his  fresh  way  of  seeing.  To  me,  the  abandoned  bleacher  was  an  eyesore  waiting  to 
be  removed.  To  him,  it  was  a  mountain  calling  to  be  climbed. 

It’s  the  vision  needed  of  church  leaders  in  our  day.  The  gift  to  discern  where  God  is  at  work. 
The  Spirit  goes  where  it  wills. .  .  The  Spirit  may  be  found  in  our  well-designed  sanctuaries,  moving 
through  well-crafted  liturgies,  and  speaking  through  carefully  prepared  sermons.  It’s  a  gifted  vision 
that  sees  God  also  at  work  in  the  team  that  builds  a  house  for  the  homeless.  The  Spirit  may  be 
found  in  quiet  retreats  with  times  for  prayer  and  Holy  Eucharist.  It's  a  gifted  vision  that  sees  God 
also  active  in  a  teacher’s  constant  love  shaping  a  child  in  the  image  of  God. 

I’m  sure  that  God  moves  among  the  great  assemblies  of  the  church,  where  priorities  are  set, 
boards  are  restructured,  and  resolutions  adopted  that  identify  the  points  of  pain  in  our  life  together. 
It  is  the  gifted  vision  that  sees  that  Spirit  working  in  small  groups  of  five  or  six.  pondering  the 
Scripture,  sharing  victories  and  failures,  and  praying  with  and  for  each  other. 

It  may  be  God’s  gift  to  us  to  see  with  a  child’s  eyes,  to  see  an  abandoned  bleacher  as  a  mountain 
to  be  scaled,  to  see  an  ordinary  congregation  of  sinners  as  the  body  of  Christ,  to  see  a  community  of 
hate  and  violence  as  the  place  where  God’s  Shalom  is  coming.  God’s  holy  mountain  may  be  in  our 
midst. 

“Let  us  go  up  to  the  mountain  of  the  Lord.  ” 


Hope,  Monroe  receives 
Global  Ministries  grant 


Hope  UMC,  Monroe 
received  a  $25,000  grant  from 
the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries.  The  grant  aids  the 
congregation  in  making  renova¬ 
tions  of  the  recently  acquired 
building  in  South  Monroe.  The 
Hope  Church,  which  was  offi¬ 
cially  organized  September  18, 
1994,  has  a  membership  of  62 
with  16  on  the  preparatory 
membership  roll. 

Hope  purchased  the  former 
facility  of  the  Southside  Baptist 
Church.  The  congregation  has 
acquired  its  first  building  free  of 
debt,  due  to  the  Conference 
Board  of  Church  Extension  and 
offerings  made  through  1000 
Club,  sponsored  by  the  Board  of 
Laity. 

The  grant  from  Global 
Ministries  will  help  in  renovat¬ 
ing  the  40-year  old  facility  that 
consists  of  a  sanctuary,  fellow¬ 
ship  hall,  classrooms  and  office 
space. 

Pastored  by  Rev.  Larry  Martin, 
Hope  supports  an  active  youth 
choir  and  a  scout  troop  and  a 
unique  summer  teen  theater  pro¬ 
ject. 
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Summer  Revivals 
set  for  Baton  Rouge  Area 
August  6  -  9,  1995 
Evangeline  and  Wesley 


It's  not  your  eyes. . . 


Baton  Rouge  -  Evangeline 
UMC,  4260  Evangeline  Street, 
Baton  Rouge  will  hold  a 
Summer  Revival  beginning 
August  6,  1995  during  the  10:30 
worship  hour.  The  Revival  will 
continue  Sunday  evening 
through  Wednesday  Evening  at 
7:00  p.m.  each  night. 

The  speakers  for  the  revival 
are  Certified  Lay  Speakers  of 
the  church.  They  are  Chris 
Ellison,  Betty  Leger,  Carolyn 
“Cee  Cee”  Ross,  Robert  Ross 
and  Peggy  Voth.  Louisiana 
Interdenominational  Mass  Choir 
Liturgical  Dancers  will  perform 


Baton  Rouge  -  Wesley 
UMC,  544  Government  Street. 
Baton  Rouge  will  hold  their 
Annual  Summer  Revival.  The 
Revival  will  begin  August  6, 
1995  at  6:00  p.m.  with  congre¬ 
gational  singing.  Guest  preach¬ 
er  will  be  the  Reverend  Randall 
Campbell.  Pastor  of  Mt.  Zion 
UMC,  New  Orleans.  Rev. 
Campbell  is  the  former  pastor  of 
St.  Mark  UMC,  Baton  Rouge. 


Kenner  -  FUMC,  Kenner 
has  adopted  a  new  mascot  for 
the  children  and  youth  of  their 
church  named  “Flame.” 

Flame's  happy  smiling  face 
can  be  found  on  the  fun  folders 
that  are  available  for  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  the  church.  The  folders 
contain  a  pencil,  crayons,  blank 
paper  and  activity  sheets  that 
highlight  the  day  or  season.  The 
folders  are  passed  out  to  the 
children  attending  church. 
Besides  keeping  the  children 
occupied  during  the  service,  the 
folder  gives  them  an  opportunity 
to  leam  more  about  God. 

Limdi  Mollere,  Children’s 
Coordinator  explains,  “Flame 
symbolizes  our  hope  for  the 
future  of  our  church.  If  the 


liturgical  dances  Sunday  morn¬ 
ing.  Scheduled  to  provide  music 
for  evening  services  are  choirs 
from  Blackwater,  Broadmoor, 
St.  Mark  and  St.  Paul  Catholic 
Church.  Worshipers  will  also 
enjoy  special  music  supplied  by 
Billy  Craven  of  Long  View, 
Texas. 

Rev.  Larry  D.  Norman  and 
the  congregation  of  Evangeline 
extend  an  invitation  to  all  to  join 
them  for  good  singing,  fellow¬ 
ship  and  preaching.  Further 
information  can  be  obtained  by 
calling  the  church,  356-5549. 


“Changes  and  Choices  of 
Christian  Renewal"  is  the  theme 
of  the  revival.  Services  continue 
each  evening  at  6:00  p.m. and 
end  on  August  9,  1995. 

The  Wesley  family  and  Pastor 
Freddie  Henderson  cordially 
invite  the  public  to  join  them  for 
singing,  praying,  preaching  and 
fellowship.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion  call  (504)343-8421. 


The  size  of  the  paper  has 
changed.  Due  to  the  rising 
costs  of  newsprint  and  postage. 
The  Reporter  has  elected  to 
change  the  size  of  the  paper. 
The  Louisiana  United 
Methodist  page  that  was  for¬ 
merly  15.25  inches  wide  will 
now  be  13.75  inches  wide. 
The  length  of  the  page  has 
increased  from  22  inches  to 
22.75  inches. 


This  new  size  conforms  to 
industry  standards.  Many 
other  papers  have  been  making 
similar  changes.  While  the 
size  of  our  page  has  decreased, 
our  message  will  not.  Please  do 
not  forget  to  send  in  your 
church's  stories  and  pictures. 

We  look  forward  to  hear¬ 
ing  from  you  soon!!! 


‘flame’  of  faith  is  allowed  to  be 
extinguished  in  our  children 
there  will  be  no  future." 


The  men  of  St.  Francisvilie  gather  together  the  first 
Saturday  of  each  month  at  a  prayer  breakfast  sponsored 
by  the  St.  Francisvilie  UMM. 

St.  Francisvilie  -  The  United  Methodist  Men  of  St.  Francisvilie 
UMC  sponsor  a  community  prayer  breakfast  for  men  at  7:30  a.m. 
on  the  first  Saturday  of  each  month.  In  June,  Judge  William  Cline 
spoke  to  over  75  men  of  the  church  and  community. 

UMM  President,  Joe  Kelley  invites  all  men  to  join  the  group.  He 
says,  “I  think  that  the  warm  greetings  and  welcome  given  to  all  and 
the  good  fellowship  enjoyed  makes  this  breakfast  so  successful.  Of 
course,  the  wonderful  breakfast  that  we  always  have  and  the  excel¬ 
lent  speakers  are  also  a  plus  for  success.” 

Baton  Rouge  -  Recognizing  the  need  to  minister  to  inner-city 
children  and  youth,  Neely  UMC  has  recently  started  “Project 
Reach"  (Restoring  Esteem  And  Creating  Hope.) 

“Project  Reach"  is  anextension  of  the  “ME"  (Minority 
Enrichment)  Program  in  which  some  forth  to  fifty  children  are 
tutored  at  Neely  each  Saturday  in  the  Fall  and  Spring.  Sister 
Brunetta  Shamlin  is  Executive  Director.  For  more  information 
call  Rev.  Arnold  Brown  or  Brunetta  Shamblin  at  (504)344-2050. 

+  +  +  +  ++  +  + 

Be  imitators  of  God,  therefore  as  dearly 

LOVED  CHILDREN  AND  LIVE  A  LIFE  OF  LOVE,  JUST  AS 

Christ  loved  us  and  gave  himself  up  for  us  as 

A  FRAGRANT  OFFERING  AND  SACRIFICE  TO  GOD.” 

Ephesians  5:1-2 
Niv 


pictured  from  left  to  right: 

Dr.  Jack  O’Dell,  Chair,  Conference  Board  of  Church  Extension;  Mr. 
Calvin  Jordan,  Chair,  Administrative  Council;Rev.  Larry  Martin,  Pastor 


STEWARDSHIP  ‘95 
Mount  Sequoyah 


Mount  Sequoyah  will  be 
hosting  Stewardship  '95,  August 
18-20,1995.  During  this  event, 
local  churches  can  leam  how  to 
be  more  effective  in  stewardship 
programs  such  as:  finance  cam¬ 
paigns,  fund-raising  options, 
marketing  and  public  relations. 
Other  topics  covered  include 
How  and  Why  People  Give, 
Theological  Basis  for  Giving, 
Endowments,  Pastor’s  Role  in 
Stewardship,  Accounting  and 
more. 

Ray  Caraway  of  the  United 
Methodist  Foundation  of 
Louisiana  is  a  leader  for  this 
event.  Other  leaders  include 
Frank  Jones,  Preacher/Teacher 
from  Arkansas;  Herb  Mather, 
General  Board  of  Discipleship; 
John  Crooch,  Oklahoma 
Foundation;  and  Tom  Junk, 
Church  administrator  from 


Ray  Caraway 


Oklahoma. 

Costs  for  this  three-day  semi¬ 
nar  are  $150  for  registration  and 
$76  to  $89  for  housing  and 
meals.  For  more  information 
concerning  this  event  call  Judy 
Stafford  at  Mount  Sequoyah 
(501)443-4531. 


Quest  for  Quality  Two 

Where:  First  UMC,  Alexandria 
When:  September  25  -  2  pm  -  9  pm 
September  26  -  9  am  -  5  pm 
September  27  -  9  am  -11:30  a.m. 
Facilitators:  Ezra  Earl  Jones,  General 
Secretary  of  the  General  Board  of  Discipleship 
Stephen  Bryant,  Executive  Secretary  of 
Progam  Ministries  for  The  Upper  Room 
Who:  Persons  who  have  completed 
Quest  for  Quality  One 
Fee:  $25.00 

For  more  info  -  Call:  (504)346-1646 

Need  Quest  for  Quality  One?  Stay  TunedI 


j! 
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Monroe  -  Nancy  H.  Tate, 
Church  Administrator  at  First 
UMC,  Monroe,  has  completed 
the  requirements  for  the 
National  Certification  Program 
in  Church  Finance  and 
Administration.  Following 
completion  of  a  workshop  at 
Candler  School  of  Theology, 
Emory  University;  Nancy 
received  certification  by  the 
General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  of  the  UMC. 
Congratulations  to  Nancy  who 
is  the  first  lay  person  in 
Louisiana  to  receive  this  certifi¬ 
cation  and  certification  by  the 
National  Association  of  Church 
Business  Administrators. 


IN  MEMORIAM 


Mrs.  Rosalie  R.  Young 

died  on  July  16.  1995.  Mrs. 
Young  was  preceded  in 
death  by  her  husband,  the 
late  Rev.  Cleveland  Young; 
her  son,  Van  Bernard;  and 
parents,  Joseph  and  Ella  Lee 
Ross.  She  is  survived  by  a 
host  of  relatives  and  friends. 

Services  were  held  at 
Providence  Memorial  Park 
Cemetery,  Metairie,  LA  on 
July  21st.  Arrangements 
were  handled  by  D.  W. 
Rhodes  Funeral  Home.  Our 
prayers  go  out  to  her  family 
and  friends. 
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What  is  'contemporary'  Christian? 


to  remember  that  this  isn’t  the  first 
time  the  church  has  faced  such  a 
challenge. 

Four  times  New  Testament 
Scriptures  mention  feeding 
“milk"  [teaching]  to  new  Chris¬ 
tians  because  they  aren’t  ready 
for  the  “solid  food”  of  disciple- 
ship  [1  Corinthians  3:2;  9:7; 
Hebrews  5:12-13;  1  Peter  2:2]. 

However,  in  1  Corinthians  3 
the  Apostle  Paul  makes  it  clear 
that  failing  to  mature  in  the  faith 
results  in  nominal  Christians 
who  are  in  reality  “people  of  the 
flesh.  .  .  behaving  according  to 
human  inclinations.” 

In  other  words,  “contempo¬ 
rary"  may  be  entertaining,  but 
unless  it  challenges  worshipers 
to  ponder  and  to  practice  their 
faith,  it  may  not  be  “worship.” 

We  believe  that  authentic  wor¬ 
ship  gathers  the  faith  community 
to  re-enact  the  drama  of  our  sal¬ 
vation  through  confession,  repen¬ 
tance  and  forgiveness,  through 
celebration  of  the  gift  of  God’s 
grace,  through  prayer,  through 
proclamation  of  God’s  word  and 
through  our  response  to  that  word. 

Thus  worship,  whether  con¬ 
temporary  or  traditional,  is  gen¬ 
uinely  Christian  only  to  the  extent 
that  it  incorporates  these  elements. 

As  apostle  to  the  Gentiles,  Paul 
often  remarked  that  he  had 
"become  all  things  to  all  people.” 
His  purpose  in  so  doing,  howev¬ 
er.  was  so  that  he  could  lead  all  to 
Christ.  Whether  we  design  wor¬ 
ship  that  is  “contemporary"  or 
“traditional,”  our  motive  should 
be  the  same. 


“Contemporary  worship" — 
whatever  that  phrase  means — 
has  become  popular  across 
American  Christianity,  as  was 
acknowledged  by  leaders  and 
participants  at  the  recent  convo¬ 
cation  of  the  Fellowship  of  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  in  Music  and  Wor¬ 
ship  Arts  (see  UMR.  July  28). 

M.  Anne  Burnette,  a  music 
specialist  at  the  United  Methodist 


Editorials 

General  Board  of  Discipleship, 
said  during  a  workshop  that 
“contemporary  worship  uses  cur¬ 
rent  singable  music  and  easily 
understood  language." 

This  technique  is  a  good  way 
to  introduce  today’s  visitors — 


many  of  whom  have  little  or  no 
background  in  religion — to 
Christian  worship. 

But  the  church  will  fail  in  its 
commission  to  make  disciples  if 
it  leaves  new  members  long 
under  the  influence  of  what  can 
be,  in  effect,  “Christian  lite.” 

As  United  Methodists  struggle 
over  what  “contemporary  wor¬ 
ship"  means  and  does,  it  may  help 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

TACOMA,  Wash.— Congregational  movement  that  embodies  a  hymn  can  be  an  inspiring 
way  to  participate  in  "contemporary"  worship.  The  key  is  to  keep  all  elements  of  worship 
focused  on  our  re-enactment  of  the  Christian  faith  (see  editorials  above  and  below). 


Thought,  resources  aid  worship  design 


The  difference  between  “con¬ 
temporary"  and  “traditional"  wor¬ 
ship  styles  comes  down  to  design. 

Here  are  some  assessments  and 
resources  to  consider  when  pio¬ 
neering  a  “contemporary"  wor¬ 
ship  service: 

t  What  are  the  needs  of  your 
congregation’s  worshippers? 
How  can  you  bridge  between  a 
style  that  invites  seekers  and  one 
which  sustains  longtime  mem¬ 
bers? 

t  Does  your  congregation 
have  a  worship  committee  com¬ 
posed  of  lay  people  as  well  as  the 
pastor  and  the  church  musician 


and  choir  director?  Do  commit¬ 
tee  members  regularly  help  plan 
worship,  especially  for  signifi¬ 
cant  events?  Do  lay  people  reg¬ 
ularly  lead  the  liturgy,  a  Latin 
word  meaning  "the  work  of  the 
people?” 

t  What  can  you  do  to  convey 
profound  Christian  concepts  in 
simple,  accessible  terms  during 
worship? 

t  Where  in  your  worship  ser¬ 
vice  can  you  employ  “the  lan¬ 
guage  of  the  heart"  as  well  as  the 
historic  words  and  symbols  of 
Christian  tradition? 

t  Would  a  visitor  to  your  wor¬ 


ship  service  experience  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  God  through  the  words 
and  music  your  congregation 
uses? 

Among  resources  available 
for  designing  “contemporary" 
worship,  we  recommend: 

t  The  Holy  Bible.  Choose, a 
more  modern  translation  or  ver¬ 
sion,  such  as  the  New  Revise^ 
Standard  Version,  to  aid  compre¬ 
hension. 

t  The  United  Methodist  Hym¬ 
nal.  This  book,  adopted  by  the 
church  in  1989.  contains  hun¬ 
dreds  of  contemporary  and  tra¬ 
ditional  hymns  as  well  as 


prayers,  creeds,  psalms,  sacra¬ 
ments  and  other  rituals. 

t  The  United  Methodist  Book 
of  Worship.  This  book  of  services 
was  designed  for  use  by  both  lay 
and  clergy  worship  leaders.  It 
includes  prayers  and  services 
which  can  serve  the  spiritual 
needs  behind  many  experiences 
of  life  today,  such  as  the  loss  of 
a  job.  losing  a  loved  one  to  AIDS 
or  being  the  victim  of  a  violent 
attack.  There  are  also  services 
for  the  blessing  of  a  home,  for 
thanksgiving  at  the  birth  of  a 
child  and  to  commemorate  an 
experience  of  spiritual  renewal. 


Proposed  mission  board  site  no  better 


Let  me  see  if  I  have  this  right: 

The  1992  General  Conference 
votes  to  move  the  global  mission 
board  out  of  a  large,  liberal,  mid- 
Atlantic  city  that  has  one  of  the 
highest  costs  of  living  in  the 
nation  (see  UMR.  July  21).  They 
do  this  to  place  the  board  closer  to 
the  mainstream  of  the  church,  and 
to  save  money. 

An  appointed  task  force  travels 
all  over  the  country  on  church 
expense  accounts  and  hires  costly 
consultants.  After  spending  thou¬ 
sands  of  hours — and  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  dollars — it  delivers  its 
long-awaited  recommendation  on 
where  the  mission  board  should 
move:  To  a  large,  liberal,  mid- 
Atlantic  city  that  has  one  of  the 
highest  costs  of  living  in  the  nation! 

If  the  choice  is  between  Wash¬ 
ington  and  New  York,  then  why 


Letters 
to  the  Editor 

leave  New  York? 

This  recommendation  demon¬ 
strates  well  the  amount  of  good 
faith,  integrity,  and  respect  for  the 
will  of  the  general  church  pos¬ 
sessed  by  many  in  the  governing 
elite.  And  as  long  as  we  continue  to 
honor  such  leadership  we  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  have  the  same  results  in 
morale,  membership,  and  money 
that  we  have  had  the  past  20  years. 

Marc  Rogers 
Wortham,  Texas 

Staffer  responds 

The  recent  United  Methodist 
News  Service  story  by  Linda  Green 


(see  UMR,  June  16)  did  not  reflect 
adequately  the  perspective  of  staff 
regarding  Promise  Keepers. 

The  staff  of  the  General  Board 
of  Discipleship  celebrate  the  spir¬ 
itual  renewal  of  men  in  our  soci¬ 
ety.  We  state  in  a  recent  paper, 
from  which  Ms.  Green  quoted, 
that  Promise  Keepers  is  respond¬ 
ing  to  the  spiritual  yearnings  of 
many  men. 

We  also  state  that  each  congre¬ 
gation,  district,  and  annual  confer¬ 
ence  has  the  responsibility  to  assess 
any  program  or  resource  in  light  of 
the  mission,  aim.  and  purposes 
defined  by  that  part  of  the  church. 

The  article  states,  “that  Promise 
Keepers  is  being  neither  endorsed 
nor  denounced  by  the  Laity  in  Min¬ 
istry  staff  of  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship.”  Only  voting  mem¬ 
bers  of  general  agencies  or  the  Gen- 
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eral  Conference  can  officially 
endorse  or  reject  non-United 
Methodist  programs  or  resources. 
To  endorse  or  reject  a  program  is 
not  a  staff  function. 

Karen  Greenwaldt 
Nashville,  Tennessee 

Editor's  note:  Ms.  Greenwaldt 
is  administrator  of  the  Laity  in 
Ministry  staff. 

Too  expensive 

I  read  with  much  interest  the 
article  “What  ties  should  bind 
church  to  campus?”  (see  UMR, 
July  14). 

Is  it  any  wonder  that  fewer 
United  Methodists  attend  United 
Methodist  schools?  They  are  very 
expensive  and  scholarships  are 
limited  only  to  those  pursuing 
careers  in  the  church. 

We  have  United  Methodist 
hospitals  and  universities  that 
need  teachers,  doctors  and 
researchers,  etc.  We  need  good 
Christians  and  good  United 
Methodists  in  all  professions. 

Janice  Johnson 
McAllen,  Texas 


Tell  us  your  views! 

Address  letters  for 
publication  to  "Letters  to 
the  Editor."  Include  your 
full  name,  address  and 
telephone  number: 


SOBy  mail  to  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas, TX  75266- 
0275 

■By  fax  to  214-630-0079 
//By  E-mail: 

EcuNet:  mailbox  "UMR" 
CompuServe:  76113,662. 
Internet: 

761 13.662@compuserve.com 
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We've  trimmed  down 
to  serve  you  better 


Here’s  a  challenge  for  you: 

Scrutinize  this  week's  issue  of 
the  Reporter  carefully.  Notice 
anything? 

The  sharp-eyed  among  you 
may  pick  up  quickly  on  the  fact 
that  the  newspaper  appears  slight¬ 
ly  trimmer.  It  is — 2‘/i  inches  trim¬ 
mer,  to  be  exact. 

With  this  issue,  we’ve  changed 
from  printing  the  newspaper  on  30- 
inch-wide  newsprint  to  27'/2-inch- 
wide  newsprint.  We've  made  this 
decision  for  several  reasons: 

✓  UMR  was  notified  earlier  this 
year  that  we,  like  all  other  news¬ 
papers  across  America,  could 
expect  significant  increases  in  the 
cost  of  newsprint.  Changing  to  this 
slightly  smaller  size  lowers  our 
newsprint  expense  and  keeps  us 
from  having  to  pass  this  cost  along 
to  our  35  annual-conference  and 
some  300  local-church  edition  cus¬ 
tomers. 

✓  The  slightly  smaller  size  also 
results  in  a  lower  mailing  cost  to 
our  users.  Earlier  this  year  the  U.S. 
Postal  Service  raised  second-class 
postage — the  category  under 
which  your  church  newspaper  is 
mailed — by  21  percent.  UMR  has 
absorbed  most  of  this  increase, 
thus  again  avoiding  a  price  hike  for 
our  customers.  The  postal  savings 
realized  by  the  lighter-weight 
newsprint  will  help  us  continue  to 
bring  your  church  news  to  you. 

✓  The  27'/2  inch  size,  while  new 
to  UMR,  is  standard  for  the  U.S. 
newspaper  industry.  This  new  con¬ 
formity  makes  it  possible  for  us  to 
adapt  to  fluctuations  in  the 
newsprint  market,  enabling  us  to 
trade  for  paper  with  our  industry 
colleagues. 

These  rationales  probably 
sound  familiar  to  leaders  in  annu¬ 
al  conferences  and  local  congre¬ 
gations  across  United  Methodism. 
Like  you,  we’re  learning  how  to 
fulfill  our  ministry  in  an  era  of 
widespread  change. 
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In  fact,  change  has  become  our 
watchword  at  UMR  over  the  past 
three  years. 

Some  of  these  changes,  such  as 
the  newsprint  decision,  are  based 
upon  our  philosophy  of  quality 
management.  We’re  working  con¬ 
tinuously  to  improve  our  process¬ 
es  and  products  so  that  we  do  bet¬ 
ter  tomorrow  what  we  already  do 
well  today. 

Other  changes  in  the  near 
future  will  respond  to  feedback 
from  our  recent  readers'  survey 
(see  UMR.  July  21).  Among  other 
things,  you  told  us  you  want  to 
know  more  about  "spirituality  and 
faith  development."  Were 
researching  how  best  to  meet  that 
expressed  need. 

Each  change  we  plan  is  intend¬ 
ed  to  accomplish  one  goal:  to  serve 
God  and  the  church  of  Jesus  Christ 
by  providing  faith-related  news 
and  information  services. 

Our  UMR  staff  has  engaged  in 
hundreds  of  hours  of  training, 
research  and  effort  thus  far  in  our 
journey  into  the  future.  We  know 
we'll  put  in  even  more  time  and 
effort  in  the  weeks  and  years  to 
come. 

We've  invested  in  our  ministry 
so  profoundly  because  we're 
excited  and  hopeful  about  what 
God  has  in  store  for  UMR  and  for 
Christ's  church.  We  invite  you  to 
join  us  on  the  journey. 

-RONALD  P.  PATTERSON 


We  must  learn  to  walk  out- 
of-step  together,  respectfully 


By  R.  SHELDON  DUECKER 

We  have  been  living  and  work¬ 
ing  with  a  survival  mentality.  I 
call  us  to  move  to  a  mentality  of 
abundance. 

I  call  us  to  follow  the  example 
of  the  early  Christians.  They  had 
little  going  for  them  except  their 
confident  faith.  Yet  they  exhibit¬ 
ed  a  mentality  of  abundance. 

What  challenges  face  us  as  we 
witness  to  the  abundance  of  God’s 
grace? 

We  are  called  to  demonstrate  a 
community  of  love  while  we  live 
in  the  midst  of  a  nation  that  seems 
to  be  on  the  verge  of  going  to  war 
with  itself.  The  Oklahoma  City 
tragedy  has  made  us  aware  of  the 
powerful  hatred  that  lies  just 
below  the  surface  in  our  nation. 

When  this  hate  is  added  to  the 
long-standing  racism,  gender  dis¬ 
crimination  and  persecution  of 
gays  and  lesbians,  we  have  in  this 
nation  a  huge  arsenal  of  hatred 
that  could  explode  at  any  moment. 

It  is  in  this  kind  of  world  that 
the  church  is  called  to  live  abun¬ 
dant  lives.  What  can  we  bring?  I 
believe  we  are  called  to  model 
love  and  healing  in  the  midst  of 
division  and  hate. 

The  Rev.  Leonard  Sweet  has  a 
good  word  for  us.  He  says  that 


Here  I  Stand 
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now  and  in  the  future  the  church 
will  not  be  able  to  walk  in  step  as 
we  have  done  for  the  past  500 
years  in  the  Western  World. 

Dr.  Sweet's  helpful  word  is 
“Ants  walk  out  of  step  with  one 
another  for  the  same  reason  human 
soldiers  carrying  wounded  on 
stretchers  walk  out  of  step:  the 
more  legs  on  the  ground,  the  more 
load  that  can  be  lifted  and  carried.” 

In  today’s  world  where  cultures 
collide  and  mingle,  the  church  must 
learn  to  respect  various  ways  of 
walking  in  the  way  of  Jesus  Christ. 
As  Dr.  Sweet  says:  “The  weight  of 
the  future  cannot  be  carried  unless 
we  leam  to  walk  out-of-step.” 

This  means  that  we  must  learn 
to  respect  one  another  in  our  dif¬ 
ferences.  We  must  rise  to  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  a  new  level  of  tolerance  for 
disagreement — all  in  the  spirit  of 
Christ. 


Image . 

People’s  judgments  are  often  based  on  what 
they  see  or  perceive.  A  professionally  published 
national  newspaper  with  you  as  front  page  news 
enhances  the  image  of  your  local  congregation. 

This  Is  An  Opportunity  You  Need  To  Investigate  Now! 
Compare  Your  Costs  and  UMR  Investment  Today! 
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Kay  Fielder 

P.O.  Box  660275.  Dallas.  TX  75266-0275 
(214)630-6495  (8001947-0207 

FAX:  (214)  630-0079 
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Faith  Watch 

From  news  and  staff  reports 
\ _ _ _ . 


ASSETS  OF  $6  MILLION: 

Assets  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church's  pension  and  health  ben¬ 
efits  agency  have  passed  the  $6 
billion  mark,  stated  an  announce¬ 
ment  to  the  board’s  recent  meet¬ 
ing  in  San  Francisco.  Treasurer 
Gail  Whitson-Schmidt  of 
Evanston,  III.,  reported  that 
assets  of  the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Pension  and  Health 
Benefits  at  the  mid-point  of 
1995  totaled  $6.5  billion  with 
total  reserves  of  $770  million. 

COCU  DELAY:  A  delay  in 
Presbyterian  adoption  of  the 
covenanting  proposal  of  the  Con¬ 
sultation  on  Church  Union 
should  have  no  effect  on  that 
denomination's  eventual  par¬ 
ticipation,  said  United 
Methodist's  top  ecumenical  offi¬ 
cial,  the  Rev.  Bruce  Robbins.  He 
said  the  Presbyterian  General 
'  Assembly  decision  to  request 
more  study  of  the  proposal 
shouldn't  deter  consideration  of 
COCU  plan  at  the  1996  United 
Methodist  General  Conference. 


DEAF  MINISTRIES:  The 

majority  of  75  people  recently 
attending  the  United  Methodist 
Congress  of  the  Deaf  in  Sprin- 
field.  Ill.,  agreed  that  the 
denomination  still  does  not 
support  deaf  ministries  ade¬ 
quately.  The  congress  endorsed 
continuing  the  National  Commit¬ 
tee  on  Deaf  Ministries  through 
the  year  2000. 

PASTOR  STABBED:  The  Rev. 
Theodore  Hampton,  pastor  of 
Dominguez  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Long  Beach,  Calif., 
was  attacked  in  mid-July  by  an 
assailant  who  stabbed  him  twice 
with  a  screwdriver.  Mr.  Hamp¬ 
ton  told  police  he  was  returning  to 
the  parsonage  after  dark  and  had 
just  unlocked  the  door  when  he 
was  jumped  from  behind. 

GATHERING:  United 
Methodist  bishops  and  their 
counterparts  in  other  Wesleyan 
denominations  throughout  the 
world  will  gather  at  a  Korean 
Methodist  conference  center  near 
Seoul,  Korea,  Aug.  22-27  to  cele¬ 
brate  their  common  history 
and  review  the  state  of 
Methodism  worldwide. 

CHURCHES  BURN:  Three 
United  Methodist  churches  have 
burned  in  a  six-week  period 
this  summer  in  western  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  The  sanctuary  of  the 
Black  Lick  UMC  sustained 
extensive  damage  July  17.  Arson 
is  suspect  in  the  June  4  blaze  at 
the  Glenwood  UMC.  An  electri¬ 
cal  short  recently  severely  dam¬ 
aged  Freedom  UMC,  destroying 
a  large  stained  glass  window,  an 
organ  and  six  chandeliers. 

MERIT  SCHOLARSHIPS: 

Clinton  T.  Purtell.  an  internation¬ 
al  business  major  at  Oklahoma 
City  University,  and  Amihan  R 
(Ami)  Valdez,  a  communica¬ 
tion/public  relations  major  at  the 
University  of  iowa,  both  will 
receive  $2,500  scholarships 
from  the  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House.  The  scholar¬ 
ship  of  Sang  Eckerle,  a  junior  at 
Northwestern  State  University  in 
Louisiana,  was  renewed  for  the 
coming  academic  year. 


HULL  REBUILDING:  The 

Hull  (Ill.)  United  Methodist 
Church  building,  destroyed  by 
the  1993  Midwest  flood,  is  being 
rebuilt  this  summer  by  Volunteer- 
in-mission  groups  from 
Zanesville,  and  Freeholder.  Ohio, 
and  New  Haven.  N.J.  More  help 
is  needed.  Contact  local  volun¬ 
teer  coordinators  Mardel  or 
Roger  Tanquist  at  (800)  370- 
:  8696  for  more  information. 


Are  your  sen  on  tired  erf 
crawling  over  ttie  HUMP? 

The  solution—  15  passen 
ger  van  w/  an  aisle, 
raised  roof,  electric  step. 

Call  1-800-330-3622 
Tri-State  Van  &  Bus  Sales 
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Membership  decline  slows  further 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

The  United  Methodist  Church 
lost  56,520  members  during 
1994,  according  to  unofficial  fig¬ 
ures  reported  by  U.S  annual 
(regional)  conferences,  as  com¬ 
piled  by  Newscope  and  United 
Methodist  News  Service. 

Fifty-one  of  the  68  annual  con¬ 
ferences  in  the  U.S  suffered  mem¬ 
bership  losses,  adding  to  the  near¬ 
ly  30  years  of  overall  membership 
decline  in  the  denomination. 

The  1994  decrease  is  3,480  less 
than  the  60,000  decrease  in  1993. 
The  total  lay  membership  in  the 
United  States  is  more  than  8.6 
million. 

Official  1994  membership  fig¬ 
ures  will  be  released  later  this  year 
by  the  denomination’s  General 
Council  on  Finance  and  Adminis¬ 
tration,  the  agency  which  keeps 
the  church’s  statistics. 

The  West  Ohio  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  had  the  largest  decrease  in 
membership — 5,053.  Other  annu¬ 
al  conferences  (regional  units) 
recording  major  losses  were 

✓  Baltimore- Washington — 
3,844; 

✓  North  Central  New  York— 
3,478; 

✓  Central  Illinois — 2,962;  and 

✓  California-Pacific — 2,739. 

Alabama- West  Florida  annppl 

conference  led  the  13  regions 
showing  membership  growth 
with  a  gain  of  3,095  members  (see 
related  illustration  at  right). 

Other  conferences  that  had 
considerable  increases  were 
North  Georgia,  Western  North 
Carolina  and  Southwest  Texas. 

The  North  Alabama  Annual 
Conference  unanimously  accept¬ 
ed  the  challenge  of  retired  Bish¬ 
op  Lawi  Imathiu  of  Kenya  to  dou¬ 
ble  its  membership  next  year. 


United  Methodist  Membership  in  the  U.S. 


Gaining  Members. . . 


The  thirteen  United  Methodist  (regional)  conferences  highlighted  above  showed  membership  increases 
in  1994.  Official  U.S.  membership  figures  are  not  yet  available,  but  projections  show  that  U.S. 
membership  declined  by  56,520  members  in  1994,  down  from  the  57,606  loss  of  U.S.  members  in  1993. 
The  unofficial  total  of  the  denomination's  U.S.  membership  now  stands  at  8,665,494.  This  figure  does 
not  include  about  one  million  United  Methodists  in  Africa,  Asia  and  Europe.  Specific  membership 
figures  for  United  Methodist  membership  outside  of  the  United  States  are  not  yet  available  because 
most  of  those  annual  conferences  meet  at  various  times  during  the  year. 


Source:  The  United  Methodist  Newscope 
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UMR  publishes  first  international  newspaper 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

The  United  Methodist  Reporter 
goes  international  this  month  with 
the  publication  of  The  Zimbabwe 
Annual  Conference  Record. 

The  16-page  quarterly  tabloid- 
size  newspaper  contains  news  and 
information  concerning  United 
Methodists  in  the  southern 
African  country  of  Zimbabwe. 


The  Zimbabwe  Record  will  join 
six  annual  conferences  in  the 
United  States  that  produce  Record 
editions.  In  all,  nearly  half  of  the 
conferences  in  this  country  (35 
out  of  68)  are  producing  newspa¬ 
pers  through  the  UMR  family  of 
publications:  the  weekly 

Reporter,  the  biweekly  United 
Methodist  Review  and  the  month¬ 
ly  Record. 

In  announcing  the  new  publi¬ 


cation  to  his  readers,  conference 
editor  Ezekiel  Makunike  said  the 
Record  "will  serve  as  a  bridge  to 
dreams  for  church  members  in  his 
country. 

"Through  this  communication 
link-up,  the  United  Methodist 
family  in  Zimbabwe  and  around 
the  world  will  be  able  to  share 
gifts,  talents  and  concerns  and 
above  all,  they  will  be  able  to 
share  the  story  of  their  common 


heritage  and  Christian  experi¬ 
ence,”  wrote  Mr.  Makunike,  in  the 
Winter  edition  of  the  Record.  [The 
date  for  the  inaugural  edition  is 
Winter  1995  because  the  seasons 
in  Zimbabwe  are  opposite  those 
in  the  U.S.,  since  Zimbabwe  is 
south  of  the  equator.] 

“The  improvement  in  electron¬ 
ic  communications  is  helping  to 
make  real  the  dream  for  a  global 
village,”  wrote  Mr.  Makunike. 


The  Rev.  Ronald  R  Patterson, 
UMR  publisher,  said  the  Zimbab¬ 
we  edition  is  considered  a  mis- 
sional  experiment  for  the  church- 
wide  communications  ministry. 

"We  hope  that  what  we  learn 
from  working  with  the  Zimbabwe 
annual  conference  will  enable  us 
soon  to  offer  church-related  news 
and  information  services  to  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  in  other  regions  of 
the  world,"  Dr.  Patterson  said. 


Editor  says  the  church  must 
be  ' voice  of  the  voiceless' 


editorial  on  the  topic,  giving  it  the 
newspaper’s  full  endorsement. 
The  next  thing  the  editor  knew,  he 
was  called  a  threat  to  the  govern¬ 
ment. 

"Things  got  hot  for  me  then," 
he  continued.  "I  had  to  escape  to 
Malawi,  then  I  moved  to  Zambia 
and  went  into  exile." 

Move  to  the  U.S. 

Mr.  Makunike  and  his  wife, 
Ella,  moved  to  the  United  States, 
where  he  decided  to  enroll  in 
Syracuse  University  to  pursue  a 
journalism  degree. 

Steadfastly  believing  that  his 
people  would  receive  their  free¬ 
dom.  Mr.  Makunike  eventually 
was  able  to  return  to  his  country 
after  independence  in  1980. 

He  was  then  asked  by  the  gov¬ 
ernment  of  Zimbabwe  to  train  "a 
new  breed  of  journalists.”  In  1986 
he  was  asked  to  be  Zimbabwe's 
first  deputy  secretary  of  informa¬ 
tion. 

This  year  Mr.  Makunike 
returns  to  his  original  ministry  of 
providing  news  and  information 
for  United  Methodists  in  Zimbab¬ 
we  (see  related  story  above).  He 
says  he  looks  forward  to  new 
challenges  as  a  witness  for  Christ. 

He  has  returned  to  school  to 
complete  the  degree  he  did  not 
finish  some  30  years  ago.  He  is 
enrolled  in  a  new  program  at  Unit¬ 
ed  Theological  Seminary  in  Day- 
ton,  Ohio. 

In  addition,  he  is  helping 
Africans  to  prepare  for  the  next 
meeting  of  the  All  Africa  Confer¬ 
ence  of  Churches  in  1996.  He  also 
helped  the  Zimbabwe  Annual 
Conference  prepare  for  the  100th 
anniversary  of  Methodism  in  that 
country  in  1997. 

"We  have  seen  great  changes  in 
Africa,  but  there  is  still  more  to  be 
done,"  concluded  Mr.  Makunike. 

"The  church  must  continue  to 
be  the  voice  of  the  voiceless.  That 
is  what  Christ  came  for." 


UMR  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  MICHAEL  CLEMENTS 

DALLAS— United  Methodist  publisher  Dr.  Ronald  P.  Patter¬ 
son,  right,  discusses  the  new  Zimbabwe  edition  of  the 
Reporter  with  the  paper's  editor,  Ezekiel  Makunike. 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

A  veteran  United  Methodist 
journalist  from  Zimbabwe  urges 
the  church  press  to  continue  to  be 
a  witness  for  Christ  in  the  21st 
century. 

For  three  decades,  Ezekiel 
Makunike  of  Harare,  Zimbabwe, 
has  helped  Zimbabweans  to  keep 
that  witness  in  Southern  Africa. 
He  began  his  journalism  ministry 
as  the  editor  of  the  first  newspa¬ 
per  for  Methodists  in  Rhodesia. 
UMBOWO. 

UMBOWO  means  “witness"  in 
the  Shona  language.  Rhodesia 
was  the  name  of  the  country  prior 
to  its  independence  from  Great 
Britain. 

"The  church  must  also  contin¬ 
ue  to  be  a  witness  for  Christ  on  the 
side  of  the  voiceless  and  the  pow¬ 
erless,"  Mr.  Makunike  continued. 
"During  our  liberation  struggle, 
the  community  was  powerless. 
The  political  leaders  dehuman¬ 
ized  our  people.” 

Putting  lives  on  the  line 

Recalling  the  days  before  Zim¬ 
babwe’s  independence,  Mr. 


Makunike  told  the  Reporter  that 
the  church  was  one  of  the  only 
institutions  in  his  country  sup¬ 
porting  the  aspirations  of  the 
African  people.  That  meant  that 
the  officials  of  the  Methodist 
church  were  putting  their  lives  in 
jeopardy  for  speaking  out.  Any¬ 
one  who  spoke  out  against  the 
government  was  banned,  Mr. 
Makunike  said. 

“Before  I  came  to  my  position 
as  editor  of  the  Methodist  paper, 
newspapers  were  always  saying 
safe  things  about  Ian  Smith,"  Mr. 
Makunike  continued. 

“I  said  that  I  would  not  do  it  if 
I  were  to  be  credible." 

Mr.  Makunike  told  the 
Reporter  that  he  decided  to  direct¬ 
ly  challenge  the  Rhodesian  gov¬ 
ernment's  policies  toward  native 
Africans  after  hearing  a  speech  in 
the  capital  city  of  Salisbury  (now 
Harare)  by  1960s  civil  rights 
leader  James  Farmer. 

Mr.  Farmer  said  blacks  in 
America’s  South  had  challenged 
segregation  in  the  United  States. 
Mr.  Makunike  said  that  he  felt  Mr. 
Farmer  was  speaking  directly  to 
him. 

Mr.  Makunike  later  wrote  an 


UM  clergy  quieting  Indianapolis  unrest 


By  DANIEL  R.  GANGLER 

Associate  Editor 

Clergy  in  Indianapolis, 
including  a  United  Methodist 
pastor,  are  attempting  to  calm  a 
three-block  neighborhood  after 
civil  unrest  between  police  and 
African-American  youths  erupt¬ 
ed  last  week. 

The  Rev.  Jeff  Trees,  who 
moved  to  his  appointment  just 
six  weeks  ago,  has  joined  with 
other  neighborhood  clergy  in  a 
reconciliation  attempt. 


In  a  telephone  interview  with 
the  Reporter ,  Mr.  Trees,  pastor  of 
the  450- member  Broadway  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  said 
Mayor  Steve  Goldsmith's  office 
met  July  27  with  area  clergy  to 
establish  communications 
among  the  mayor,  police,  prose¬ 
cutors.  pastors  and  black  young 
adults  of  the  Mapleton-Fall 
Creek  neighborhood. 

"There's  a  lot  of  concern  about 
police  harassment.  There  aren't 
many  jobs,  recreation  or  youth 
services,"  said  Mr.  Trees. 


The  unrest  apparently  has 
resulted  from  erroneous  assump¬ 
tions  and  overzealous  enforce¬ 
ment  by  police  cracking  down  on 
drug  dealers,  the  pastor 
explained. 

"We  want  the  drug  dealers 
caught,  but  the  police  are  treat¬ 
ing  every  black  male  as  a  sus¬ 
pect,”  he  said. 

The  46-year-old  pastor  said 
Broadway  UMC  is  reaching  out  to 
100  children  (kindergarten 
through  8th  grade)  with  a  day-ume 
Jubilee  Summer  program.  High 


school  youths  assist  adult  leaders, 
but  the  church  offers  no  programs 
for  older  neighborhood  youth. 

Mr.  Trees  said  there  is  a 
YMCA  center  proposed  for  the 
area  in  which  the  unrest  took 
place.  He  looks  forward  to  its 
coming  and  thinks  it  will  make  a 
difference. 

He  said:  “These  are  just  angry 
youths  who  are  really  frustrated 
and  desperate.  They  feel  their 
rights  have  been  violated.  It's 
hard  to  find  a  voice  to  speak  to 
these  youths,  but  we're  trying." 
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Faith  at  work 


UMC  regions  fund  Latin  American  missions 


PHOTOS  COURTESY  OF  WILSON  BOOTS 

COCHABAMBA,  Bolivia— Members  of  Emmanuel  Evangelical  Methodist  Church  remove 
rocks  and  logs  from  their  church  yard.  Improvements  for  the  congregation  of  the  Evangeli¬ 
cal  Methodist  Church  of  Bolivia  came  from  the  United  Methodist  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  (see  related  stories  at  left). 


Faith 

Connections 

J^rom  news  and  staff  reports y 

BISHOP'S  SURGERY:  United 
Methodist  Bishop  L.  Bevel 
Jones  of  Charlotte,  N.C.,  had 
heart  bypass  surgery  July  26  in 
Charlotte.  He  is  expected  to  be  in 
the  hospital  for  a  week  followed 
by  another  six  weeks  of  recupera¬ 
tion  at  home. 

TELECONFERENCE:  Athird 
teleconference  on  the  “State  of 
the  Connection,"  produced  by 
United  Methodist  Communica¬ 
tions,  is  set  for  1  to  2:30  p.m. 
(ET)  Sept.  23.  Slated  for  discus¬ 
sion:  Issues  expected  to  come  up 
at  the  1996  General  Conference, 
the  church’s  top  legislative  body. 

OLYMPICS:  When  the  1996 
Olympic  games  are  completed. 
United  Methodist-related  Clark 
Atlanta  University  will  receive 
the  Olympic  track,  one  of  the 
field  hockey  stadiums  which  it 
will  change  into  a  football  field, 
a  softball  field,  tennis  courts  and 
money  to  establish  a  baseball 
diamond. 

AFRICA  U.  MUSIC:  Jubilate, 
the  music  organization  of  the 
Pacific  Northwest  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  has  challenged  United 
Methodist  choirs  to  help  endow 
a  $400,000  music  chair  for 
Africa  University.  For  details 
-  ■contact  the  conference  office. 

PETITION  FOR  RELEASE: 

About  60  supporters  of  the  Rev. 
Nathaniel  Grady  Sr.,  including 
clergy  members  of  the  New  York 
Annual  Conference,  appeared  at 
a  July  21  federal  court  hearing 
in  New  York  City  on  a  petition 
for  his  release.  Mr.  Grady,  con¬ 
victed  in  1986  on  child  sexual 
abuse  charges,  maintains  he’s 
innocent. 

COMMUNITY:  Vital  commu¬ 
nity  occurs  on  campus  when  all 
•constituencies  recognize  that 
“living  and  learning  are  insep¬ 
arable,  interdependent,  mutu¬ 
ally  reinforcing  and  indivisi¬ 
ble,”  said  keynote  speaker 
Samuel  D.  Cook,  president  of 
Dillard  University,  New  Orleans, 
io  the  recentl995  church-backed 
•Institute  of  Higher  Education. 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— Plans  for  new 
mission  work  in  Latin  America 
and  the  Caribbean  are  being  sup¬ 
ported  by  more  than  half  of  the  68 
United  Methodist  regional  con¬ 
ferences  in  the  United  States. 

In  actions  taken  at  sessions  this 
year  and  in  1994,  about  35  con¬ 
ferences  endorsed  "Encounter 
with  Christ  in  Latin  America  and 
the  Caribbean”  and  the  permanent 
fund  established  by  the  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  as  a  designated 
giving  channel  for  the  work. 

'Caught  a  vision' 

Members  of  the  Alaska  Mis¬ 
sionary  Conference  were  early 
supporters  as  they  “caught  a 
vision  of  the  other  side  of  the 
hemisphere,"  according  to  the 
Rev.  Wilson  Boots,  a  Bolivia- 
based  missionary  with  the  board. 

Mr.  Boots  and  his  wife,  Nora, 
are  interpreters  for  the  Encounter 
with  Christ  effort.  The  word 
"encounter,"  he  said,  implies  that 
both  north  and  south  are  called  to 
witness  and  grow  together  in 
Christ. 

Janet  Kussart  of  Juneau,  Alas¬ 
ka,  served  for  eight  years  as  a 
director  of  the  board’s  World 
Division  and  as  a  member  of  its 
Latin  America/Caribbean  Com¬ 
mittee  where  the  Encounter  with 
Christ  program  was  born. 

Ms.  Kussart  was  "bound  and 
determined"  to  build  support  in 
Alaska  for  Encounter  with  Christ. 

“We  need  to  get  at  least  a  mil¬ 
lion  dollars  into  this  permanent 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

In  Maracaibo,  Venezuela,  a 
squatters’  community  literally 
built  over  a  dump  site  holds  the 
roots  of  a  small  but  growing 
Methodist  church. 

Many  residents  of  Barrio  Inte- 
gracion  Comunal  are  Wayuu  Indi¬ 
ans,  according  to  Nora  Boots,  a 
missionary  with  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries. 

Others  are  illegal  migrants 
from  Colombia  or  middle-class 
Venezuelans  who  have  stumbled 
onto  hard  times. 


fund  before  we  start  using  the 
interest,”  she  explained. 

She  has  written  to  all  active 
church  members  in  the  confer¬ 
ence,  detailing  the  program  and 
the  need  for  support,  as  well  as  to 
retired  missionaries  who,  she  said. 


Through  the  Council  of  Evan¬ 
gelical  Methodist  Churches  in 
Latin  America  and  the  Caribbean 
(CIEMAL).  Ms.  Boots  has  been 
working  with  barrio  residents.  So 
far,  eight  have  been  trained  in 
community-based  health  care  by 
a  special  program  in  Jamkhed, 
India,  she  said. 

A  number  of  projects  also  have 
been  started  to  provide  for  such 
needs  as  prenatal  and  maternity 
care  and  preventive  health  care 
for  children.  It  is  an  example  of 
that  type  of  work  that  can  benefit 
from  the  permanent  fund  of 
Encounter  with  Christ  in  Latin 


"have  been  very  supportive.” 

Bishop  Elias  G.  Galvan  of 
Phoenix,  Ariz.,  one  of  three  bish¬ 
ops  on  the  fund’s  advisory  board, 
told  the  Reporter  that  he  sees  the 
Encounter  with  Christ  fund  as  “an 
evangelistic  thrust  with  a  social 


America  and  the  Caribbean. 

Ms.  Boots  said  the  mission 
efforts  in  Barrio  Integracion 
Comunal  and  two  similar  commu¬ 
nities  nearby  have  “strengthened 
the  whole  evangelistic  process  of 
the  church  of  Venezuela.”  Sunday 
mornings  in  the  barrio  are 
reserved  for  Bible  study,  worship 
and  communion. 

The  Encounter  with  Christ 
fund  will  allow  Latin  American 
churches  to  do  serious  planning 
for  mission  and  determine  their 
own  programming  “with  much 
more  clarity,”  she  said. 


conscience. 

"It  is  important  for  us  to  give 
to  this  fund  as  United  Methodists 
to  express  our  sense  of  mission 
and  our  sense  of  solidarity  with 
these  Methodist  churches.  This 
fund  calls  us  to  join  with  them  to 
spread  the  good  news  of  the 
Gospel,”  said  Bishop  Galvan. 

Evangelism  and  justice 

Lloyd  Ambrosius  of  Lincoln, 
Neb.,  chairman  of  the  permanent 
fund  advisory  committee,  said  that 
Council  of  Evangelical  Methodist 
Churches  in  Latin  America  and  the 
Caribbean  (CIEMAL)  leaders  in 
17  countries  of  the  region  have  “a 
strong  orientation  to  evangelism 
and  social  justice.” 

However,  sometimes,  he  said, 
by  strongly  identifying  with  the 
native  people  of  a  country,  they  are 
criticized  by  governments  for 
being  advocates  of  native  peoples. 

“Much  of  the  work  (of 


"Much  of  the  work 
[of  Latin  American 
Methodists]  is  aimed  at 
new  church 
development  and 
church  growth." 

—Lloyd  Ambrosius 


CIEMAL)  is  aimed  at  new  church 
development  and  church  growth," 
said  Dr.  Ambrosius.  He  said 
CIEMAL  has  brought  Methodist 
congregations  to  Columbia, 
Guatemala.  Nicaragua  and  the 
Caribbean  initially  through  United 
Methodist  relief  work.  United 
Methodist  partnerships  in  mission 
work  have  been  common  for  many 
years  in  Latin  American  countries 
such  as  Argentina,  Chile,  Brazil, 
Pern  and  Bolivia. 

Dr.  Ambrosius  said  that  the  per¬ 
manent  fund  was  established 
because  the  General  Board  of  Glob¬ 
al  Ministries  has  been  facing  finan¬ 
cial  difficulties  in  recent  years  with 
an  increase  in  United  Methodist 
central  conference  [outside  of  the 
U.S.]  mission  work.  Because  of 
these  increases  autonomous 
Methodist  churches  [like  those  in 
Latin  America]  were  neglected  by 
The  United  Methodist  Church. 

The  Encounter  with  Christ  per¬ 
manent  fund  was  established  to 
increase  total  board  funding.  Dr. 
Ambrosius  said  that  the  advisory 
board  plans  to  raise  at  least  $1 
million  to  provide  interest  income 
for  CIEMAL  mission  partnership 
projects. 

He  said  funding  will  not  begin 
until  this  goal  has  been  met. 

All  funding  will  be  requested  of 
and  allocated  by  the  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  according  to 
Dr.  Ambrosius. 

He  also  said  that  the  permanent 
fund  will  be  a  new  source  of  fund¬ 
ing  for  autonomous  Methodist 
churches. 

According  to  Mr.  Boots  pro¬ 
grams  funded  through  this  new 
source  will  include  new  church 
development,  projects  for  women 
and  youth,  comprehensive  com¬ 
munity-based  health  care  and 
environmental  concerns. 

Associate  Editor  Daniel  R.  Can- 
gler  contributed  to  this  report. 


Methodist  church  grows  in  Venezuela  dump 


CLASSIFIED 


PERSON  TO  BEGIN  YOUNG  ADULT 
and  family  ministry;  work  with  children 
and  youth,  start  contemporary  worship. 
Vocal,  keyboard  skill  required.  St.  Pauls 
UMC,  45  First  Ave.,  Red  Lion,  PA.  1  hour 
from  Baltimore  Maryland  and  Harrisburg, 
PA.  Phone  (717)  244-2355. 

“STEP  UP!  STEP  OUT!"  SERMON  SE¬ 
RIES  to  help  people  break  addictive  pat¬ 
terns.  Christian  approach  to  The  1 2  Steps. 
Five  audio  cassettes.  Detailed  outlines. 
Ideas  for  worship  services,  12  Step  small 
group  ministry  and  advertising  included. 
Attendance  in  UM  church  increased  12% 
during  series.  $25  to  "Step  Up  Ministries," 
14634  Bellaire  Blvd.,  Houston,  TX  77083. 

“DO  YOU  WANT  TO  ADOPT  A  BABY?" 
Methodist  Mission  Home/San  Antonio  now 
accepting  applications.  Texas  and  New  Mexico 
residents  cadi  (210)  696-702 1  for  information. 

SMOKIE  MOUNTAINS  NEAR  LAKE  Juna- 
luska.  Affordable  efficiencies.  Incomparable 
view.  $190  per  week.  Mountain  View  Guest 
House,  P.O.  Box  1096,  Waynes ville,  NC 
28786.  (704)  627-9507. 

EDUCATIONAL  TRAVEL-STUDY  min¬ 
istry  seeking  Regional  Director  for  states: 
AK,  AR,  AZ,  CO,  IA,  ID,  LA,  MN,  MS, 
MT.  ND,  NE,  NV,  OK,  OR,  SD,  TN,  WA, 
WI,  WY.  Part/full-time  income  and  travel 
benefits.  Contact:  Kristine,  Educational 
Opportunities:  1-800-929-5327. 

SEE  THE  GREAT  PASSION  PLAY  in  Eure¬ 
ka  Springs,  Ark.!  $31  pkg  for  groups  now  in¬ 
cludes  the  best  ($13.00)  tickets,  plus  lodging 
and  meals!  Where  one  call  does  it  all:  Keller’s 
Country  Dorm  Resort.  (501)  253-8418. 

CHRISTIAN  COMMUNICATIONS  Com¬ 
pany  specializes  in  finding  sources  for  col¬ 
lege  expenses.  Scholarships,  grants  and 
awards  available  now  through  database 
with  more  than  75,000  possibilities.  Call 
Rainbow  at  1-800-932-PRAY. 

WE  BUY  AND  SELL  CHURCH  VANS  and 
buses.  We  specialize  in  used  1 5  passenger  vans. 
Trinity  Transportation,  1-800-295-0390. 

COLLEGE  DEGREE/HOME  STUDY,  Save 

$$$,  Catalog  $1.  Christian  Bible  College,  Sta¬ 
tion  Square,  Suite  227,  Rocky  Mt.,  NC  27804. 

(9 1 9)  442- 1 2 1 1 .  (Accredited). 

AMERICAN  ASSOCIATION  OF  FAMILY 

Counselors.  Offering  counselor  certification, 
newsletter.  New  members:  free  counseling 
tape.  AAFC,  Box  836,  Graham,  TX  76450. 

BUYING  COINS.  COIN  COLLECTIONS. 

Accumulations,  estates.  Methodist  investor 
with  quiet  confidential  cash  will  travel  South¬ 
west  and  negotiate  any  collection.  Bank  and  le¬ 
gal  references.  Box  808,  Fulton,  TX  78358. 

ESTES  PARK,  COLORADO.  All-new,  two- 

bedroom  cottages  along  the  river,  with  fire¬ 
places,  decks,  and  kitchens.  Open 
year-round.  Mountain  Haven  Inn  and  Cot¬ 
tages.  (970)  586-2864. 

VISmNG  NASHVILLE?  WORSHIP  AT  his¬ 

toric  McKendree  UMC,  downtown.  Sundays 
8:30, 11. -00  AM,  6:30  PM.  Thursday  noon  lun¬ 
cheon,  Wednesday  5:45  PM.  523  Church 
Street,  (615)  271-2600. 

IDENTIFY  YOUR  CHURCH  with  the  Unit¬ 

ed  Methodist  insigne.  The  standard  6  foot 
cross  is  a  2  inch  square  aluminum  in  black,  sil¬ 
ver,  gold,  or  bronze.  The  flame  is  fire-red  tex¬ 
tured  polyurethane  paint  on  '/■  inch  aluminum. 
Custom  sizes  available.  Mounting  brackets  in¬ 
cluded.  Inquire:  Cross  and  Flame  Insigne, 
5208  Piedmont  Drive,  Santa  Rosa,  CA  95405, 
or  call  (707)  538-5325. 

VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS?  WORSHIP  AT 

First  Methodist.  3401  Canal  Street.  Dr.  Ken 
Jones,  pastor.  Classes:  10:00  a.m.  Worship: 
11:00  am.  (504)48^0856. 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR/COORDINATOR  OF 
Christian  Education  for  a  750+  member 
church  in  Northeast  Texas —  Tennison  Me¬ 
morial  UMC.  Please  contact  Rev.  R.  Winston 
Goens,  Jr.  (903)  572-5341,  or  mail  resume: 
P.O.  Box  967,  Mt.  Pleasant,  TX  754564)967. 

BIBLE  SOFTWARE  CLEARANCE.  Entire 
Bible:  8  versions  plus  reference  library  $  1 9.00 
and  up.  DOS/MA C/Windows/CD-ROM.  1- 
800-991-3004  ext.  9,  24  hours.  Harvest  Minis¬ 
tries,  Box  6304,  Olympia,  WA  98502.  ( 

1  per  .  _ 

$28.00  minimum  charge  for  up  to 
20  words.  Blind  ads  $21.00  plus  add  $11.20 
for  the  8  words  to  insert  our  contact  informa¬ 
tion.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  in  advance.  Products  and  services  go 
through  an  approval  process.  We  schedule  two 
weeks  in  advance  of  an  issue  date. 


MUSIC  DIRECTOR.  PART-TIME  posi¬ 
tion  ( 1 5  hrs/week)  responsible  for  adult  and 
children’s  choirs  in  600-member  church. 
Send  resume  to:  Rev.  John  Thornton,  Wy¬ 
lie  UMC,  109  W.  Jefferson,  Wylie.  TX 
75098.  (214)  442-5835. 


ORGANIST.  PART-TIME  FOR  LARGE 

church  in  northeast  Texas  with  a  32  rank 
Moller  pipe  organ.  Send  resume  to:  Ken  Reid, 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  707, 
Longview,  TX  756064)707. 


DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRY  need¬ 

ed  immediately.  Strong  1 300-member  church. 
Fantastic  youth  program.  Degree  and  experi¬ 
ence  preferred  Negotiable  saJary/job  descrip¬ 
tion.  Send  resume:  Dr.  Tommy  Dunbar,  Fust 
UMQ  300  E  Houston,  Marshall,  TX  75670. 
(903)  938-6622. 


KISSIMMEE  FLORIDA,  FIRST  UNITED 
Methodist  Church,  a  dynamic,  growing  church 
of  1800,  looking  for  a  full-time  Director  of 
Music  Ministries.  Person  with  wide  range  of 
music  interest  is  needed  for  this  diverse  con¬ 
gregation.  Compensation  package  commensu¬ 
rate  with  qualifications  and  experience.  Send 
resume  to:  The  Reverend  John  G.  Willis,  Jr., 
FUMC,  101  West  Dakin  Avenue,  Kissimmee, 
FL  34741.  (407)  847-3700, 


DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRY  in 
3500-member  church.  Person  must  have  bach¬ 
elor's  degree  and  past  experience.  Salary  com¬ 
mensurate  with  experience.  Send  resumes/ 
references  to:  Youth  Director  Search  Commit¬ 
tee,  1799  Woodland  Hills,  Kingwood  UMC, 
Kingwood  TX  77339  or  Fax:  (7 1 3)  358-926 1 . 


FULL-TIME  PASTORAL  ASSISTANT  for 

900-member  congregation  in  southeast  Texas. 
Responsibilities  include  development  of  small 
groups  and  lay  ministries.  Flexible  job  descrip¬ 
tion  depending  on  interests  and  spiritual  gifts. 
Send  inquiries  to:  Fust  UMC,  670  N.  Fifth  St, 
Silsbee,TX  77656.  


FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR/YOUTH  Ministry: 
Must  have  proven  track  record  and  strong  spir¬ 
itually-driven  philosophy.  Respond  to:  Rev. 
William  G.  Edwards,  Decatur-First  UMC  300 
East  Ponce  de  Leon  Ave.,  Decatur,  GA  30030. 


DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  AND  COLLEGE 

Age  Ministries  needed  for  a  2600-member 
“baby  boomer"  congregation.  Large,  dynamic 
youth  program  already  in  place.  Experience  is 
necessary.  Certification  on  training  in  youth 
ministry  is  preferred  but  not  mandatory. 


mrttee.  Trinity  United  Methodist  Church, 
3536  NW  8th  Avenue,  Gainesville,  FL  32605. 


DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  AND  COLLEGE 

Age  Ministries  needed  for  a  2600-member 
“baby  boomer”  congregation.  Large,  dynamic 
youth  program  already  in  place.  Experience  is 
necessary.  Certification  on  training  in  youth 
ministry  is  preferred  but  not  mandatory. 
Church  will  be  relocating  to  a  new  67  acre  site 
within  three  years.  City  is  home  of  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Florida.  Send  resume  to:  Search  Com¬ 
mittee,  Trinity  United  Methodist  Church, 
3536  NW  8th  Avenue,  Gainesville,  FL  32605. 


EXPERIENCED  ORGANIST/CHOIR  Direc¬ 
tor  for  350-member  church  with  strong  music 
program:  Calvary  United  Methodist,  16  Park 
Avenue,  Ambler.  PA  19002.  Call  (215)  646- 
8145  for  details.  Deadline  August  22. 


IF  YOU  HAVE  A  HEART  FOR  YOUTH, 
an  understanding  of  Christian  discipleship, 
personal  maturity,  and  a  desire  to  work  in  a 
team  pastoral  ministry,  First  UMC  of  Alvin, 
Texas  is  interested  in  hearing  from  you.  We 
are  a  1800-member  church,  thirty  minutes 
south  of  Houston  near  NASA,  with  an  open¬ 
ing  for  a  full-time  Director  of  Youth  Minis¬ 
tries  effective  in  August  or  soon  thereafter. 
Competitive  salary  and  benefits.  Send  re¬ 
sume  to:  Search  Committee,  FUMC,  61 1  W. 
South,  Alvin,  TX  77511. 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  Education, 
1000-member  church,  near  state  university  im¬ 
mediate  opening.  Master’s  in  Christian  Educa¬ 
tion  desired;  bachelor’s  in  education  required. 
Duties  include  children,  youth,  adult.  Send  re¬ 
sume  and  salary  requirement  to:  Senior  Pastor. 
Forest  Hill  UMC,  4807  Princeton  Dr.,  Mobile, 
AL  36618. 


PROGRAM  DIRECTOR-DCE  Experienced, 
dynamic  leader  to  step  into  this  key  staff  posi¬ 
tion  at  a  key  moment  in  our  congregation’s 
life.  Currently,  200-300  weekly  attendance. 
Poised  for  growth.  Younger  and  older  families 
with  program  expansion  possibilities  from  in¬ 
fants  to  adolescents  to  singles  to  elders.  Re¬ 
sume  to:  Terrace  UMC,  1203  Wirt  Road, 
Houston,  TX  77055.  Fax  (7 1 3)  686- 1 478. 


ECONOMIC  DEVELOPER.  CREATION 

of  jobs  and  cottage  industries  in  southeast¬ 
ern  Kentucky.  Bachelor’s  degree  or  equiva¬ 
lent;  business  and  marketing  knowledge; 
understanding  of  Appalachia.  Supportive 
of  goals  and  objectives  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church  and  Red  Bird  Mission¬ 
ary  Conference.  Now  receiving  applica¬ 
tions.  Red  Bird  Missionary  Conference, 
Beverly,  KY  40913.  (606)  598-5915. 


FIRST  UNITED  MEHTODIST  CHURCH, 

Greenwood,  Mississippi,  is  seeking  a  full-time 
Program  Director.  Interested  persons  should 
send  resume  to:  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Post  Office  Drawer  M,  Greenwood, 
Mississippi  38935-1809.  For  more  information 
contact  Reverend  Grady  Bailey  at  the  above 
address  or  call  for  Reverend  Bailey  at  (601) 
453-2822  daytime  or  (601 )  453-2417  evenings. 


DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH/Congregational 
Care  at  growing  1200-member  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Delray  Beach,  FL  Package  of 
$32,000  plus  bousing  and  utilities.  Call  (407) 
276-5302  work  hours.  


POSITION  AVAILABLE  IMMEDIATELY- 

Director  of  Program/Youth.  Person  to  develop 
programs-  emphasis  to  youth.  Requirement 
college  degree;  master’s  degree  religious  educa¬ 
tion  preferable.  Contact:  Pastor  Shelton,  Gulf 
Shores  UMC,  Box  374,  Gulf  Shores,  AL 
36547.  (334)  968-2411.  Fax;  (334)  968-7186. 
By  September  1.  


DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  NEEDED.  Full-time 

position  for  fully  graded  choir  and  handbell 
program.  Salary  commensurate  with  qualifica¬ 
tions  and  experience.  Director/Organist  teams 
are  welcome  to  apply.  Send  resume  to:  Music 
Search  Committee,  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  P.O.  Box  8,  Thomson,  GA  30824. 


PART-TIME  MUSIC  MINISTER,  First 
United  Methodist  Church  of  Mansfield. 
Chancel  and  bell  choir  responsibilities 
$12,500  salary.  Send  resume:  601  Pleasant 
Ridge  Dr.  S,  Mansfield,  TX  76063.  Bill 
Gow,  Search  Committee  . 


NEW  POSITION  OF  DIRECTOR  OF  Pro¬ 

grams  being  created  in  6900-member  United 
Methodist  Church  in  North  Georgia.  This 
person  will  interface  between  all  program 
staff  leaden  and  the  Senior  Minister.  This  in¬ 
dividual  will  be  responsible  for  the  planning, 
development,  co-ordination,  promotion,  exe¬ 
cution  and  evaluation  of  the  program  minis¬ 
tries  of  the  church.  Qualifications  needed  for 
this  position  are  a  strong  Christian  character, 
a  rich  experience  in  the  local  church,  prefer- 
eably  Methodist,  an  undergraduate  degree 
and  experience  in  managerial  and  superviso¬ 
ry  situations.  Salary  and  benefits  commensu¬ 
rate  with  experience.  Send  resume  to:  DP 
Search  Committee,  814  Mimosa  Blvd.,  Ros- 
weU,  GA  30075. 


LARGE  NORTH  GEORGIA  UNITED 
Methodist  Church  of  6900  members  seeking 
dynamic  individual,  with  a  proven  track  rec¬ 
ord,  to  direct  youth  program.  Individual  must 
have  a  personal  relationship  with  Christ  and 
be  able  to  work  with  all  age  youth  to  create  an 
exciting  and  attractive  program  from  7th  grade 
through  college  age.  Person  selected  must  be  a 
team  player  willing  to  co-ordinate  this  impor¬ 
tant  group  into  the  total  life  of  the  church.  Po¬ 
sition  demands  individual  with  strong 
background  in  and  commitment  to  youth 
work.  Excellent  salary  and  benefits  available  in 
this  high  profile  situation.  Send  resume  and 
salary  requirements  to:  Search  Committee,  814 
Mimosa  Blvd,  Roswell,  GA  30075. 


Faith&Values  channel  pairs 
up  with  TCI  cable  subsidiary 


"We  are  trying  to  put  the  channel  on  a  sound 
financial  basis  and  not  be  so  dependent  on  TCI.  If 
successful,  we'll  be  around  for  the  long  haul." 

— Wilford  Bane 


By  DANIEL  R.  GANGLER 

Associate  Editor 

Saying  that  “the  faith  commu¬ 
nity's  role  in  television  got  a 
major  boost,"  the  interdenomina¬ 
tional  coalition  which  owns  the 
Faith&Values  Channel  last  week 
announced  a  new  partnership  with 
Liberty  Media  Corp.,  a  subsidiary 
of  cable  television  giant  Tele¬ 
communications.  Inc. 

Under  the  new  partnership,  the 
National  Interfaith  Cable  Coali¬ 
tion,  which  includes  The  United 
Methodist  Church,  and  Liberty 
Media  will  jointly  own  the  chan¬ 
nel.  according  to  the  Faith&Val¬ 
ues  public  relations  director  Por¬ 
tia  Badham. 

Through  a  newly  organized 
for-profit  entity,  VISN  Manage¬ 
ment  Corp.,  the  faith  community 
will  retain  a  5 1  percent  majority 
ownership  and  management  of 
the  channel,  said  Ms.  Badham. 

'We're  delighted' 

"We’re  delighted  that  TCI, 
which  helped  found  and  nurture 
the  Faith&Values  Channel 
through  its  first  seven  years,  will 
remain  a  valued  ally  through  Lib¬ 
erty  Media,"  said  the  Rev.  Daniel 
P.  Matthews,  chair  of  the  NICC 
board  of  trustees  and  rector  of 
Trinity  Episcopal  Church  in  New 
York  City. 

The  Faith&Values  Channel 
was  launched  by  NICC  in  1988  as 
the  Vision  Interfaith  Satellite  Net¬ 
work  (VISN)  with  the  financial 
backing  of  TCI.  The  United 
Methodist  Church  is  a  major 
financial  contributor  to  the  inter¬ 
faith  coalition  through  United 
Methodist  Communications. 

Ms.  Badham  said  that TCI’s  past 
financial  support  will  be  converted 
into  an  equity  interest  in  the  chan¬ 
nel  as  part  of  the  agreement. 

Peter  Barton,  president  of  Lib¬ 
erty  Media,  said  “The  Faith&Val¬ 
ues  Channel  will  be  financially 
stronger  while  continuing  to  ful¬ 
fill  its  mission.” 

Liberty  Media  plans  to  air  two 
weekday  series  on  Faith&Values 


beginning  this  September. 

Our  Generation,  a  talk  show 
co-hosted  by  Florence  Henderson 
and  her  daughter,  actress  Barbara 
Chase,  will  discuss  contemporary 
issues  from  a  generational  per¬ 
spective. 

Our  Show,  a  magazine-format 
weekday  show,  will  focusing  on 
health,  finance  and  emotional 
issues  of  the  49-plus  generation. 

Broad  appeal  sought 

Faith&Values  president  Nel¬ 
son  Price,  a  United  Methodist  lay¬ 
man,  said:  “Programming  will  be 
designed  to  appeal  to  the  vast 
majority  of  Americans  who  are 
looking  for  wholesome  and  com¬ 
pelling  family-oriented  program¬ 
ming,  who  seek  guidance  for  their 
spiritual  and  personal  journeys. 
The  payoff  for  the  faith  communi¬ 
ty  will  be  in  its  ability  to  commu¬ 
nicate  its  message  to  a  larger  and 
more  diverse  television  audience.” 

The  Reporter  asked  the  Rev. 
Wilford  V.  Bane,  associate  gener¬ 
al  secretary  of  United  Methodist 
Communications  and  a  director  of 
the  VISN  Management  Corp., 
what  the  merger  means  for  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists. 

"We  are  trying  to  put  the  chan¬ 
nel  on  a  sound  financial  basis  and 
not  be  so  dependent  on  TCI.  If 
successful,  we’ll  be  around  for  the 
long  haul,"  he  explained. 

"The  survival  of  the 
Faith&Values  Channel  is  assured 
through  financial  stability.  We’re 
growing  up  by  not  being  kept.  Our 
goal  is  to  produce  programming 
that  will  have  wide  appeal.  That’s 
a  challenge,"  Mr.  Bane  said. 

Less  institutional 

This  merger  also  means  that 


“some  programming  might  be 
less  institutional,  meaning  pro¬ 
grams  like  Wellnessline  [a  live 
call-in  program  hosted  by  a  physi¬ 
cian  and1  produced  by  United 
Methodist  Communications]  will 
be  discontinued.  The  church  will 
need  to  look  at  programs  to  appeal 
to  a  large  audience,”  he  added. 

“Programs  like  Jeff  Smith's 
Keeping  the  Feast  will  combine 
family,  fellowship  and  tradition 
and  will  be  a  program  meant  to 
attract  a  larger  TV  audience,"  he 
said. 

The  Rev.  Jeff  Smith,  a  Seattle, 
Wash.,  United  Methodist  pastor 
known  as  public  television’s 
“Frugal  Gourmet,”  will  connect 
food  and  spirituality  in  Keeping 
the  Feast,  which  debuts  in  Octo¬ 
ber  (see  UMR,  July  7). 

The  Faith&Values  Channel  is 
available  to  more  than  24  million 
households  nationwide  through 
various  local  cable  systems.  Fig¬ 
ures  on  how  many  people  actual¬ 
ly  watch  the  individual  programs 
will  be  determined  by  A.C. 
Nielsen  surveys  in  the  near  future. 

Blasted  OKC 
church  to  get 
offering  proceeds 

First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Oklahoma  City,  dam¬ 
aged  by  an  April  19  bombing, 
will  receive  donations  from  the 
closing  worship  of  a  church 
consultation  to  counteract  hate 
groups. 

The  seminar  on  hate  groups 
was  sponsored  by  The  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 
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Quest  for  Quality  quickly  approaching 


Louisianians  provide  leadership 
for  national  convocation 


session  covers  the  concepts  from 
Quest  One.  Participants  should 
prepare  by  reading  the  material 
recommended  below. 

Readings 

.  For  those  attending  Quest  ses¬ 
sions  and  also  those  who  are  inter¬ 
ested  in  learning  more  about  the 
concepts  of  Quest,  the  following 
books  are  recommended. 

Suggested  readings  for  Quest 
Two  are  The  Once  and  Future 
Church  bv  Loren  B.  Mead  ($9.95), 
Transforming  Congregations  by 
Loren  B.  Meade  ($11.95), 
Transforming  Church  Boards  into 

Communities  of  Spiritual  Leaders 

by  Charles  M.  Olsen  (15.25),  and 
•‘Circuit  Rider,"  June  1995. 

Readings  for  Quest  One  include: 
Quest  for  Quality  in  the  Church:  A 

New  Paradigm  by  Ezra  Earl  Jones 
($9.95)  and  The  Management  of 
Ministry  :  Building  Leadership  in  a 

Changing  World  by  James  D. 
Anderson  and  Ezra  Earl  Jones 
($12.95).  All  books  can  be  pur¬ 
chased  through  Cokesburv,  1-800- 
672-1789. 


Accommodations 

The  daily  schedule  for  Quest 
Two  will  be:  2-9  pm,  Monday 
September  25th;  9  am  -  5  pm., 
Tuesday,  September  26th;  and  9  - 
1 1 :30  am,  Wednesday,  September 
27th. 

For  those  requiring  housing, 
blocks  of  rooms  have  been  reserved 
for  September  25th  and  26th,  at 
hotels  listed  below. 

Days  Inn  will  hold  its  block  of 
rooms  until  August  25th;  all  other 
hotels  will  hold  theirs  until 
September  10th.  Each  person  is 
responsible  for  their  own  arrange¬ 
ments.  Tax  of  1 1%  will  be  added  to 
the  cost  of  each  room.  When  book¬ 
ing  your  room  let  the  hotel  know 
that  you  are  with  The  United 
Methodist  Church  and  are  attend¬ 
ing  the  Quest  for  Quality  Seminar. 

Limited  free  housing  is  available 
on  request.  This  housing  will  be 
accommodations  in  private  homes. 
For  more  information  call  First 
UMC,  Alexandria  (3 1 8)443-5696. 

All  meals  will  be  on  your  own. 
For  additional  information  call 
CCOM  at  (504)346-1646. 


The  Lord's  Prayer.  Seated  Center:  Margaret  Taylor  Doane,  Founder 
of  the  Sacred  Dance  Guild,  Standing  Right:  Micky  Cloud,  Diaconal 
Minister  of  Music  from  Trinity  UMC,  Ruston 


Six  members  of  the  Louisiana 
chapter  of  the  Fellowship  of 
United  Methodist  in  Worship, 
Music  and  Other  Arts  recently 
returned  from  participating  in 
“Shalom  Pieces”  -  -  the  national 
convocation  in  Tacoma, 
Washington.  During  the  event 
Micky  Cloud,  Diaconal  Minister 
from  Trinity,  Ruston  was  installed 
as  National  Vice-President.  He 
will  serve  on  the  Fellowship 
Council  for  the  next  two  years. 

Three  Louisianians  provided 
leadership  for  worship.  McCoy 
Ransom,  organist  at  Trinity 
UMC,  Ruston  served  as  the 


organist  for  the  worship  services. 
Suzanne  Cate,  DiaconalMinister 
from  Noel  UMC,  Shreveport 
served  as  cantor  for  the  closing 
service  and  Rosalie  Branigan, 
Broadmoor  UMC,  Baton  Rouge 
choreographed  liturgical  dances 
for  the  evening  services.  Frank 
and  Mary  Poole  from  First  UMC, 
Baton  Rouge  also  attended  the 
convocation. 

Keynote  speakers  for  the  event 
included  the  Frugal  Gourmet,  Jeff 
Smith;  hymn  writer,  Brian  Wren; 
Bishop  Cal  McConnell  and 
Heather  Murray  Elkins. 


Trinity  UMC,  Alex 

celebratesSOth  Anniversary 
Alexandria  -  Trinity  UMC  in 
Alexandria  celebrated  its  50th 
Anniversary  on  May  21,  1995. 
Guest  speaker  was  Rev.  George  W. 
Harbuck  who  pastored  the  church 
from  1945  to  1949.  Also  assisting 
current  pastor  Rev.  Jarrell  R. 
Morgan  was  Rev.  William  F.  Mayo 
and  Rev.  Robert  R.  Miller  as  well 
as  layperson  Christine  Rone. 

Church  members  reminisced 
during  the  pre-service  coffee/fel¬ 
lowship  and  Afternoon  Tea.  The 
stage  setting  of  the  1940s  centered 
attention  of  the  congregation’s 
beginning.  Scrapbooks,  photo 
albums,  videos  and  color  slides 
covered  the  fifty  year  history  of  the 
church. 


The  children  of  St.  Andrew’s  UMC,  Sterlington  gather  to  hear  letters 
from  fellow  church  members. 


Sterlington  -  St.  Andrew’s 
UMC  had  a  visit  from  “Paul“ 
who  was  the  featured  speaker  at 
their  Vacation  Bible  School  — 
“Turnabout  Paul".  Paul  told  the 
children  stories  about  himself. 


Church  members  from  St. 
Andrew's  also  wrote  letters  to 
the  participants  telling  the  sto¬ 
ries  of  their  “turnabout"  experi¬ 
ences. 


For  where  your 

TREASURE  IS, 
THERE  YOUR  HEART 
WILL  BE  ALSO. 
Luke  1 2:34 


A  New 
Direction 


Since  January  1,  1995,  it  has  been  the 
goal  of  Serving  Ministries  to  provide 
guidance  to  local  churches  in  the  area  of 
outreach  and  social  witness.  This  is  a  Pr-  George  Calvin 
new  direction  for  serving  ministries.  We  Director,  Serving  and 
are  offering  training  and  consultation  Special  Ministries 
with  local  churches,  districts,  service 

agencies,  conference  boards  and  agencies;  advising  them  on  how  to 
respond  to  the  VISION  2000  initiative  as  it  relates  to  the  area  of  serving 
congregations. 

The  Conference  Serving  Ministries  Committee,  along  with  the  direc¬ 
tor,  has  set  the  following  goals  for  1995: 

1 .  Train  district  training  teams  during  the  fall  of  1995.  Each  team 
will  be  gender  and  ethnically  inclusive. 

2.  Have  issue  workshops  in  every  district  to  increase  our  aware¬ 
ness  and  concern. 

3.  Provide  resources  for  district  training  teams. 

4.  Formulate  district  training  teams  at  1995  Annual  Conference. 
(This  goal  was  accomplished.)  Each  team  consists  of  six  or  seven  indi¬ 
viduals. 

5.  Publish  notebook  entitled  —  “What  One  Church  Can  Do"  and 
“What  One  Person  Can  Do.”  (this  goal  is  schedule  for  completion  by  the 
fall.) 

We  designed  and  mailed  a  survey  form  to  each  pastor  concerning  the 
status  and/or  need  for  each  congregation  to  be  involved  in  outreach  min¬ 
istries  projects.  We  have  received  a  few  responses,  but  we  are  still  wait¬ 
ing  for  your  church  to  respond  by  returning  the  completed  survey  as  soon 
as  possible. 

As  Conference  Director  of  Serving  Ministries,  I  am  eager  to  assist 
each  local  congregation  by  providing  resources,  visiting  to  conduct 
workshops,  seminars,  etc.  I  am  always  available  to  help  develop  pro¬ 
jects  concerning  outreach  and  social  witness  especially  designed  for  your 
local  church  and  community. 


The  Louisiana  Conference  and 
the  General  Board  of  Discipleship 
will  sponsor  Quest  for 
Quality  Two.  Focusing  on  Spiritual 
IGiowledge,  Improvement  Knowled 
ge  and  Ecumenical  paradigm  shifts 
occurring  across  the 
country,  Quest  Two  will  take  place 
September  25-27,  1995  at  First 
UMC,  Alexandria.  Interested  per¬ 
sons  should  register  as  soon  as  pos¬ 
sible  since  this  will  be  the  only 
Quest  for  Quality  Two  event 
offered. 

Facilitators  for  the  event  are  Dr. 
Ezra  Earl  Jones,  General  Secretary 
for  the  Board  of  Discipleship  and 
Dr.  Stephen  D.  Bryant,  Executive 
Secretary  of  Program  Ministries  for 
The  Upper  Room. 

Facilitators 

Jones  led  last  fall’s  Quest  for 
Quality  One  session  for  the 
Louisiana  Conference.  Dr.  Jones  is 
the  chief  executive  officer  for  the 
General  Board  of  Discipleship 
which  supports  and  resources  the 
ministry  of  nine  million  United 
Methodists  in  37,000  congregations 
in  the  United  States  and  around  the 
world. 


Dr.  Ezra  Earl  Jones 

Since  1966,  Dr.  Jones  has 
worked  as  researcher  and  consultant 
with  congregations  and  church 
organizations  of  28  denominations 
in  all  50  states.  His  work  has  also 


taken  him  to  more  than  80  countries 
on  six  continents.  In  addition  to  this 
work  he  has  written  eighteen  books 
and  taught  at  four  seminaries. 

Bryant  has  worked  with  the 
Upper  Room  staff  for  eight  years. 
His  responsibilities  include  support¬ 
ing  a  team  that  provides  resources 
for  congregational  spirituality  and 
leadership  development  for  spiritual 
formation  in  the  church.  Other 
accomplishments  include  past 
International  Spiritual  Director  of 
Walk  to  Emmaus  and  Chrysalis 
movements. 


New  Orleans  - 

Pendleton 


Memorial 


Methodist 
Hospital  installed 
Joan  Sherman  as 


Auxiliary 
President  for  a 
second  term.  The 
installation  cere¬ 
mony  also  hon¬ 
ored  Carra 


Nunez,  First  Vice  President;  Cynthia 
Cashman,  Second  Vice  President; 
Sally  Novatney,  Recording 
Secretary;  Barbara  Maumus, 


Corresponding  Secretary;  and  John 
Eagan,  Treasurer.  For  information 
on  joining  the  auxiliary,  please  con¬ 
tact  Joan  Sherman  at  (504)241-1739. 
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Rod’s  Bible  & 

Baseball  Club 

Baton  Rouge  -  Rod’s  Baseball  and  Bible  Club  meets  every 
Monday  afternoon  at  St.  Andrew's  UMC.  Dr.  Rod  Kennedy,senior 
minister,  has  developed  an  interesting  way  to  spend  quality  time 
with  some  of  his  youngest  members.  This  summer,  children,  ages 
6-10,  are  spending  their  Monday  afternoons  (from  5:00  to  6:30) 
playing  baseball  and  learning  more  about  the  Bible. 

The  children  enjoy  hitting  and  fielding  practice  as  well  as  a  spe¬ 
cial  time  sharing  the  word  of  God.  And  Dr.  Rod?  .  .  .  from  the 
looks  of  things  he  enjoys  it  all,  too! 

Dr.  Rod  Kennedy  instructs  Collette  Prudhomme  in  the  fine  art  of  hit¬ 
ting  off  a  tee.  Or  ...  is  it  the  other  way  around? 


Below  -  At  the  end  of  each 
Bible  and  Baseball  session 
Dr.  Rod  spends  15  minutes 
in  Bible  study  with  the 
participants. 


Dr.  Stephen  Bryant 


Persons  interested  in  Quest  for 
Quality  Two  should  register  with 
CCOM.  The  prerequisite  for  Quest 
Two  is  completion  of  Quest  for 
Quality  One. 

Registration  fee  is  $25.00  and 
should  be  sent  with  the  following 
information  (name,  address,  phone 
number  and  church)  to  CCOM,  527 
North  Blvd,  Baton  Rouge,  LA 
70802. 


QUEST  FOR  QUALITY  ONE 
Mini  Course  Offered 

Persons  not  having  the  prerequi¬ 
site  (Quest  One)  can  still  attend 
Quest  Two.  A  special  mini-course 
is  available  on  Quest  One.  This 
course  is  offered  Monday, 
September  25th  from  9:30  -  12:30 
am  at  First  UMC,  Alexandria.  This 


Norman  awarded 
Holden  Fellowship 

Baton  Rouge  -Congratulations 
to  Larry  D.  Norman,  pastor  of 
Evangeline  UMC,  who  is  one  of 
the  recipients  of  the  Holden 
Fellowship  for  Inner-City 
Pastors.  The  Fellowship  is  for 
one  week  at  Chautauqua 
Institute  in  New  York  State. 
The  ten  recipients  of  the  fellow- 


Rev.  Larry  Norman 

ship  will  benefit  from  dialogue 
and  exposure  to  the  distin¬ 
guished  chaplains  and  lecturers 
at  the  Institute,  and  exchange 
ministry  ideas  and  techniques 
for  working  in  the  inner  city. 


Hotel  List 

Days  Inn 

2300  MacArthur 

(318)443-7331 

$49  (1-4  per  room) 

Rodeway  Inn 

742  MacArthur 

(318)448-1611 

$41  (1-4  per  room) 

Best  Western  (318)445-5530 

2720  W.  MacArthur 

$48  (1-4  per  room) 

Ramadalnn  (318)443-2561 

2211.  N.  MacArthur 

$40  (single) 

$45(dbl;  1  -4  per  rm) 

Holiday  Inn 

2716  MacArthur 

(318)487-4261 

$55  (1-4  per  room) 

Some  of  these  motels  require  the  first  day’s  cost  as  a  deposit, 
while  others  require  no  deposit  unless  you  want  to  hold  the  room 
for  late  arrival.  Individuals  will  need  to  check  with  their  motel  of 
choice  when  making  their  arrangements. 

Faith  forum 
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Time  to  repeat 
the  word  of  love 


The  United  Methodist 

REPORTER 


What  happens  when  a  congre¬ 
gation  is  confronted  by  public 
exposure  of  misdeeds  of  some  of 
its  members? 

Christians  of  all  denomination¬ 
al  identities  should  ponder  this 
question  in  considering  the  recent 
experience  of  Union  (S.C.)  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church. 

First  came  shock  and  horror 
when  a  young  mother,  Susan 
Smith,  confessed  to  drowning  her 
two  sons. 

Then  came  months  of  media 
barrage,  uncovering  sad  and  sor¬ 
did  episodes  in  the  lives  of  Susan 
and  her  family,  some  of  whom  are 
members  of  the  Union  church. 
Even  more  disclosures  came  out 
during  testimony,  under  oath,  in 
Ms.  Smith's  trial  for  murder. 

We  might  be  tempted  to  think 
that  if  the  congregation  had  done 
a  better  job  in  teaching  and  exem¬ 
plifying  morality  these  terrible 
things — sexual  abuse,  adultery, 
lying  and  murder — would  not 
have  occurred. 

Such  a  judgment  is  baseless. 

The  reality  is  that  such  sins  can 
exist  unknown  or  unacknowl¬ 
edged  in  every  congregation,  no 
matter  how  exemplary.  Just  as  in 
Jesus's  time,  those  who  come  into 
the  community  of  faith  aren't  flaw¬ 
less  saints  but  imperfect  sinners. 

Paul,  once  a  persecutor  of 
Jesus's  followers,  made  this  clear 
in  his  letter  to  the  Romans: 

You  have  no  excuse,  whoever 
you  are,  when  you  judge  others; 
for  in  passing  judgment  on  anoth¬ 
er  you  condemn  yourself,  because 
you,  the  judge,  are  doing  the  very 
■  same  things.  (Romans  2:1) 


Editorials 


We  delude  ourselves  to  think 
otherwise. 

Despite  our  sins,  Paul  asserts 
later  in  Romans,  we  are  loved  by 
Christ.  Such  is  the  infinite,  inex¬ 
haustible  scope  of  this  love  that 
no  hardship,  distress  or  peril  can 
ever  separate  us. 

This  affirmation  bears  repeat¬ 
ing  often  in  every  congregation. 
Few  may  have  to  face  what  the 
Union  congregation  has  had  to 
endure,  but  all,  at  some  point,  will 
know  failings  and  heartbreak. 

As  we  mourn  or  we  rage,  as  we 
hurt  or  we  comfort,  we  are  not 
alone,  for  Christ  is  with  us.  We 
who  bear  His  name  are  called  to 
demonstrate  this  truth. 

To  do  so,  we  must  continue  to 
pray  for  Susan  Smith;  for  her  ex- 
husband,  David  Smith;  for  all  her 
family  and  friends. 

We  must  pray  for  healing  for 
Union  UMC  and  for  its  commu¬ 
nity.  As  an  institution,  The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  through  the 
South  Carolina  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence,  should  provide  whatever 
resources  and  support  are  neces¬ 
sary  for  Union  UMC  to  be  coun¬ 
seled  and  comforted. 

Finally,  we  must  show  in  our 
own  congregations  and  commu¬ 
nities  the  love  with  which  Christ 
loves  us  despite  all  we  do  or  fail 
to  do.  Such  a  love  repudiates  sin 
unequivocably  but  it  never  for¬ 
sakes  sinners. 


Bravo  to  an  athlete 
who  finished  her  race 


We  should  celebrate  and  affirm  who 
we  are,  not  count  who  we  aren't 


The  questions  posed  were 
challenging,  but  some  of  the  con¬ 
clusions  offered  were  destructive 
in  the  July  21  editorial  analysis, 
“Church’s  profile  reveals  much 
about  who  we  are.”  * 

What  troubles  me  most  is  this 
statement: 

"The  survey  reminds  us  of  the 
glaring  fact  that  90  percent  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church’s 
members  in  this  country  are 
racially  white  Americans  of  pre¬ 
dominantly  European  ethnicity. 
That  leaves  scant  room  for  cele¬ 
bration.” 

Ouch! 

I  want  to  be  clear  that  I  whol¬ 
ly  embrace  the  United  Methodist 
goals  of  diversity  and  inclusive¬ 
ness.  I  hope  that  my  life  and  min¬ 
istry  reflect  that  spirit. 

However,  I  wonder  whether 
we  United  Methodists  might 
more  successfully  witness  to  our 
faith  and  represent  our  denomi¬ 
nation  if: 

■  We  agree  together  that  it  is 
OK  to  be  black-skinned  or 
brown-skinned  or  olive-skinned 
or  yellow-skinned  or  red- 


Letters 
to  the  Editor 

skinned — and  that  it  is  even  OK 
to  be  white-skinned. 

■  We  celebrate  together  the 
presence  in  our  denomination  of 
each  and  every  person  who  has 
decided  to  stay,  or  who  decides 
to  enter,  never  suggesting  that  his 
or  her  fellowship  is  less  desirable 
because  it  does  not  improve  our 
diversity  statistics. 

■  We  gratefully  explore  and 
employ  the  wonderful  spiritual 
diversity  of  each  congregation, 
allowing  God’s  gracious  Holy 
Spirit  to  lead  us  into  ethnic  and 
cultural  diversity  according  to 
each  community’s  needs  and 
concerns,  not  according  to  its 
sheer  statistical  makeup. 

■  We  remember  afresh  our 
confessions  of  faith  in  which  we 
recognize  the  “church  universal” 
and  rejoice  with  all  Christian 
denominations  around  the  world 
in  our  age  and  cultural  diversity. 


■  We  understand  together 
that,  just  as  we  each  individually 
are  going  on  to  perfection,  we  as 
the  corporate  body  of  Christ  are 
doing  the  same  thing.  It  happens 
in  fits  and  starts,  in  one  branch  of 
Christ’s  church  and  then  anoth¬ 
er,  in  ways  that  reflect  our 
humanity  and  with  results  that 
we  know  how  to  measure  only  in 
human  terms. 

■  We  grow  together  as  God 
gives  us  resources,  understand¬ 
ing  and  opportunity,  fretting  not 
over  who  we  are  not  and  what  we 
have  not  but  celebrating  who  we 
are,  what  we  have  and  whom  we 
invite,  namely  everyone. 

We  count  too  much  and  care 
too  little. 

Susan  Spencer-Smith 
Newark,  Ohio 

Let's  disarm  now 

In  1986  The  United  Methodist 
Council  of  Bishops  issued  a  pas¬ 
toral  letter,  “In  Defense  of  Cre¬ 
ation — the  Nuclear  Crisis  and  a 
Just  Peace.”  The  bishops  wrote 
this  letter  “because  the  creation 
itself  is  under  attack.  Air  and 
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water,  trees  and  fruits  and  flowers, 
birds  and  fish  and  cattle,  all  chil¬ 
dren  and  youth,  women  and  men 
live  under  the  darkening  shadows 
of  a  threatening  nuclear  winter." 

We  no  longer  feel  threatened. 
The  Soviet  Union  is  no  more,  but 
there  are  still  thousands  of 
nuclear  weapons  in  the  world,  so 
the  capability  still  exists.  The 
bishops  asked  not  for  a  change  in 
intentions  but  for  the  elimination 
of  all  weapons  of  war. 

In  the  foundation  document 
they  urged  “the  churches  to  redis¬ 
cover  the  McCloy-Zorin  Agree¬ 
ment  and  to  press  for  government 
fidelity  to  it.  It  was  endorsed  unan¬ 
imously  by  the  United  Nations 
General  Assembly  on  December 
20,  1961,  and  has  guided  U.N. 
deliberations  on  how  best  to 
achieve  the  Agreement's  stated 
goal  of  general  and  complete  dis¬ 
armament." 

Their  call  for  "general  and 
complete  disarmament"  went  far 
beyond  The  Book  of  Discipline 
which  in  Paragraph  75C  states 
“that  the  manufacture,  sale  and 
deployment  of  armaments  must 
be  reduced  and  controlled  and 
that  the  production,  possession  or 
use  of  nuclear  weapons  be  con¬ 
demned.” 

Early  this  year,  more  than  170 
nations  met  in  New  York  and 
agreed  to  extend  indefinitely  the 
Nuclear  Non-Proliferation  Treaty 
with  its  ultimate  goal  of  "general 
and  complete  disarmament  under 
strict  and  effective  international 
control." 

It’s  time  to  update  the  Book  of 
Discipline  to  the  goal  proposed 
by  our  bishops  10  years  ago. 
Edward  C.  Perry  II 
Palm  Springs,  California 


I  have  fought  the  good  fight,  l 
have  finished  the  race,  I  have  kept 
the  faith. 

The  words  are  the  Apostle 
Paul’s  (2  Timothy  4:7),  but  a  bet¬ 
ter  living  illustration  of  them  than 
Marla  Runyan  probably  can’t  be 
found. 

National  Public  Radio  brought 
her  to  widespread  attention 
recently  with  an  interview  follow¬ 
ing  her  bronze-medal  (third- 
place)  finish  in  a  major  track  and 
field  meet. 

So  when  did  athletes  other  than 
gold  medalists  get  that  kind  of 
attention?  When  they  compet¬ 
ed — and  finished  the  course — 
even  though  legally  blind. 

The  interviewer  didn't  attempt 
to  lead  Ms.  Runyan  toward  some 
statement  of  religious  faith  which 
might  help  account  for  her  accom¬ 
plishment,  and  she  volunteered 
.  none.  She  may  not  be  particularly 


"The  main  thing  is  I 
finished!  I  competed!" 

—Marla  Runyan 

religious;  we  have  no  way  to 
know  that. 

That's  not  the  point.  Despite 
her  physical  disability,  she  com¬ 
peted  in  not  one  but  seven  events 
known  collectively  as  the  hep¬ 
tathlon.  These  include  the  100- 
meter  dash,  hurdles,  high  jump, 
long  jump  and  shot  put.  It's  hard 
enough  to  imagine  anyone’s 
doing  all  of  those  in  one  competi¬ 
tion  and  astounding  to  hear  her 
describe  doing  it  with  only  limit¬ 
ed  peripheral  vision. 

She  exclaimed.  “The  main 
thing  is  I  finished!  I  competed!" 

Bravo  to  a  brave  woman.  Paul 
would  identify  with  her  immedi¬ 
ately. 


We  should  restructure  UMC  like  family 


By  GARY  L.  THURMAN 

Current  proposals  by  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Council  on  Ministry’s  Con- 
nectional  Issues  Study  feel  more 
like  Greco-Roman  politics  than 
Judeo-Christian  nurture,  wisdom 
and  connection. 

This  saddens  me  because  reli¬ 
gious  politics  only  increase  divi¬ 
sion  and  separation.  The  church 
needs  nurture  and  community. 

Even  as  revised,  the  task 
force’s  report  envisions  a  connec- 
tionalism  that  clings  to  a  bureau¬ 
cratic  model  of  the  church.  I 
believe  that  the  resources  of  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  are  better  directed 
toward  rediscovering  the  essence 
of  connectional  Christianity. 

Connectional  Christianity  is 
about  family.  United  Methodism 
increasingly  marginalizes  itself  by 
effectively  ignoring  the  family  as: 
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1 .  The  basic  means  of  individ¬ 
ual  nurture  and  connection. 

2.  The  basic  cell  in  the  commu¬ 
nity  of  believers  (church). 

3.  The  basic  unit  of  govern¬ 
ment  in  secular  society. 

As  a  denomination,  it  is  difficult 
for  us  to  advocate  and  facilitate 
core  family  functions  because  we 
have  generally  adopted  the  world’s 


view  that  the  church  is'a  reflection1 
of  society  rather  than  the  Chrisjj^m 
notion  "that  society  should  be  a: 
reflection  of  the  church. 

The  portions  of  the  church 
which  seem  now  to  be  embracing 
neo-Republicanism  as  a  means  of 
social  salvation  are  missing  the 
mark.  So  too  are  neo-traditional 
United  Methodists  who  can  hardly 
differentiate  their  theology  from 
the  Democratic  Party  platform. 

As  United  Methodists  reflect  on 
qur  place  in  the  21st  century,  we 
would  do  well  to  re-examine  the 
hallmark  of  our  past:  A  socially 
concerned  community  of  faith  who 
reverence  Scripture  as  Truth  and 
honor  Christian  tradition,  experi¬ 
ence  and  reason. 

As  a  lifelong  (United)  Methodist, 
it  is  increasingly  clear  to  me  that 
authentic  re-connection  is  needed  to 


The  tale  of  the  foolish,  faithful  Mother  and  Son 


Once  upon  a  time  there  was  a 
mother  who  coveted  a  great  honor 
for  her  son — she  wanted  him  to 
serve  as  an  acolyte  at  a  church¬ 
wide  convocation  on  music  and 
worship. 

Being  a  good  son,  the  boy 
agreed  that  he  would  seek  his 
mother's  goal  for  him. 

Each  afternoon.  Mother 
walked  across  the  campus  of  the 
college  in  the  pleasant  land 
beneath  the  mountains  where  the 
meeting  was  held.  She  walked  to 
the  church  where  that  evening's 
worship  leaders — preachers, 
liturgists,  sacred  dancers,  ushers, 
acolytes,  choir — were  practicing. 

Mother  looked  around  anx¬ 
iously,  but  every  time  she  visited 
rehearsal  Son  wasn’t  there. 

Later  each  evening  when  she 
asked  for  an  explanation  of  his 
absence,  he  told  her  that  some¬ 
thing  else — a  change  in  plans  or 
in  people — had  intervened. 


Faithfully 

yours 


The  final  day  of  the  gathering 
arrived,  bringing  with  it  the  last 
opportunity  for  Son  to  fulfill 
Mother's  wish. 

That  evening,  however.  Son 
told  his  mother  that  he  wasn’t 
going  to  light  the  candles  on 
God’s  altar. 

Mother  was  deeply  disappoint¬ 
ed.  She  cared  more  about  the 
church  than  anything  in  her  life 
except  her  family  and  her  God. 
Her  son’s  refusal  of  a  part  in  what 
his  mother  so  loved  left  her  down¬ 


cast  as  she  walked  toward  the 
church. 

Outside  the  sanctuary,  knots  of 
people  were  gathered.  As  Mother 
drew  closer  she  could  see  what 
attracted  them:  a  troupe  of  clowns. 

People  clustered  around  an 
“august"  clown,  whose  white- 
painted  face  was  poignant  with 
blue  teardrops.  He  wore  a  black 
tailcoat,  baggy  pants  and  an  enor¬ 
mous  rainbow-colored  clown  wig. 

Mother  nearly  passed  him 
before  she  realized  the  clown  was 
her  son! 

After  worship,  they  went 
together  to  a  performance.  Son 
and  his  friends  pantomimed  the 
Creation  and  the  story  of  Noah 
and  the  Ark.  Some  youths  played 
hymns  on  handbells;  some 
danced;  and  all  sang  together  an 
African  song  of  praise. 

As  she  and  dozens  of  other 
grown-ups  watched,  Mother  mar¬ 
veled  at  how  Son  and  his  friends 


revitalized  familiar  Bible  stories 
with  their  energy  and  enthusiasm. 

She  wondered,  with  some  trep¬ 
idation,  how  these  lively  youths 
would  be  received  when  they 
brought  their  new  abilities  back  to 
their  congregations. 

She  cringed  at  how  she  had 
tried  to  force  her  understanding  of 
faithfulness  onto  her  son,  when  all 
along  the  Holy  Spirit  was  leading 


him  to  discover  his  gifts  as  a  child 
of  God. 

So  Mother  and  Son  went  home 
from  the  gathering  having  learned 
great  things  from  God.  Who’s  to 
say  which  of  them  was  the  more 
genuine  “fool" — my  son  Sean, 
who  learned  to  be  a  “clown  for 
Christ,”  or  his  foolish  mother? 

-CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
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TACOMA,  Wash.— Sean  Astle  (left)  of  Dallas,  Texas,  and 
Christian  Fisher  of  Cantucook,  N.J.,  were  among  the 
"clowns  for  Christ"  who  performed  for  their  parents  and 
other  adults  at  the  recent  convocation  of  the  Fellowship  of 
United  Methodists  in  Music  and  Worship  Arts  (see  related 
story  at  left). 


revitalize  our  part  of  the  church  uni¬ 
versal. 

In  addition  to  prioritizing  emo¬ 
tional  and  family  connecting,  there 
are  a  number  of  specific  changes  to 
the  Discipline  which  I  believe 
would  reduce  hindrances  to  con¬ 
nectional  Christianity  in  United 
Methodist  congregations  and  con¬ 
ferences. 

To  strengthen  the  itineracy. 

limit  pastoral  appointments  to 
five  years. 

To  strengthen  the  superin¬ 
tendency,  limit  a  local  pastor’s 
total  compensation  to  90  percent 
of  the  district  superintendent's 
compensation. 

To  reduce  the  intensity  of  com¬ 
petition  among  the  clergy,  choose 
superintendents  at  annual  confer¬ 
ences  by  secret  ballot,  in  much  the 
same  manner  as  bishops  are  cho¬ 
sen  at  jurisdictional  conferences. 

To  more  equitably  value  all 
ministers,  establish  some  lawful 
means  of  equalizing  retirement 
benefits  based  only  on  years  in 
full  connection. 

To  strengthen  the  local  laity’s 
continuity  and  influence,  require 
members  of  a  charge's  staff- 
parish  relations  and  nominating 
committees  to  have  been  local 
members  for  five  consecutive 
years  prior  to  election. 

To  minimize  clergy-centered 
politics  in  local  congregations, 
designate  the  charge  lay  leader  as 
chair  of  the  committee  on  nomi¬ 
nations  and  personnel. 

To  pro-actively  diminish  the 
schism  between  clergy  and  laity, 
establish  graceful  and  practical 
guidance  on  what  the  Discipline 
means  by  the  pastor's  being 
“accountable”  to  the  staff-parish 
relations  committee. 

Such  proposed  changes  are 
more  easily  understood  and  more 
practical  in  results  than  the  high- 
profile,  high-risk  restructuring 
presently  proposed  by  the  Con¬ 
nectional  Issues  Task  Force  which 
was  mandated  by  the  1992  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference. 

Reality-based  vitality  would 
also  result  from  the  1 996  General 
Conference's  initiating  a  restate¬ 
ment  of  our  Social  Principles  to 
be  voted  upon  by  the  General 
Conference  in  the  year  2000. 

Broad-based  participation  in 
restating  a  consensus  of  core  val¬ 
ues  and  vision  shared  by  United 
Methodists  is  needed — especially 
as  they  relate  to  the  Judeo-Christ- 
ian  model  of  a  family-based 
church  and  society. 
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Front  news  and  staff  reports 

1 1 0  YEARS  OLD:  A  “Festival 

of  Wesley  Hymns”  conducted 
by  the  Rev.  S.  T.  Kimbrough  Jr. 
and  Mary  Kimbrough  Jackson, 
both  United  Methodists,  marked 
the  110th  anniversary  of  Wes¬ 
ley  Methodist  Church  in  Singa¬ 
pore  July  26-27.  The  program 
included  a  25-minute  cantata, 

The  Good  Samaritan,  which 
Wesley  Church  commissioned 
Mrs.  Jackson  to  compose. 

LAND  DEEDED:  The 
Methodist  Church  in  Cuba  has 
been  deeded  land  for  a  training 
and  retreat  center  in  Santa 
Clara,  a  town  in  the  central 
region  of  the  country.  Construc¬ 
tion  is  expected  to  begin  as  soon 
as  the  Cuban  government  issues 
a  construction  permit. 

MEMORIAL:  Henry  G.  Appen- 
zeller  of  New  Jersey  set  foot  on 
Korean  soil  as  a  missionary  110 
years  ago.  To  honor  his  memory, 

Korean  Methodist  churches  in 
the  United  States  and  in  Korea 
will  raise  $350,000  to  build  a 
multi-purpose  facility  called 
Appenzeller  Chapel  at  Alders- 
gate,  the  Northern  New  Jersey 
Annual  Conference  retreat  cen¬ 
ter. 

BUILDING  RESUMES:  After 
a  lengthy  debate,  the  city  council 
of  Sofia,  Bulgaria,  has  decided 
to  allow  Baptists  to  resume 
building  an  orphanage  and 
Bible  school  on  a  piece  of  prop¬ 
erty  leased  in  1992.  But  the 
council  also  reversed  approval 
Baptists  had  won  earlier  to  build 
a  church  and  school  on  the  prop¬ 
erty. 

FUNDS  FOR  BOSNIA:  A 

German  radio  station  recently 
asked  listeners  to  pay  for  their 
requests  to  raise  funds  to  help 
Bosnians. The  radio  station  is 
joining  forces  with  Red  Cross 
and  with  the  Protestant 
Diakonie  and  Roman  Catholic 
Caritas  aid  organizations  to 
provide  a  day  of  programming 
about  aid  projects  in  Bosnia 
and  to  appeal  to  its  listeners  for 
donations. 

SILENCED:  Women  church  his¬ 
torians,  academics  and  theolo¬ 
gians  have  protested  a  Vatican 
decision  to  silence  a  prominent 
Brazilian  theologian,  Sister 
Ivone  Gebara.  She  has  written 
feminist  analysis  and  reflections 
on  church  doctrine  and  scripture 
and  is  a  member  of  the  Associa¬ 
tion  of  Third  World  Theologians. 

MONEY  SOUGHT:  Peterbor 
ough  Cathedral,  one  of  England's 
ancient  Anglican  buildings,  is 
seeking  1.5  million  pounds  ster¬ 
ling  from  Britain’s  National  Lot¬ 
tery — even  though  the  Bishop  of 
Peterborough,  Bill  Westwood, 
has  been  one  of  the  lottery’s 
fiercest  critics.  The  cathedral 
wants  the  money  to  refurbish 
property  in  its  precincts  dating 
from  the  10th  century. 


Court  upholds  change  of  clergy  tax  status 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  editor 

Local  congregations  should  get 
official  word  in  early  Fall  about  a 
major  change  in  the  tax  status  of 
United  Methodist  clergy. 

This  follows  an  appeals  court 
decision  July  31  that  United 
Methodist  clergy  are  not  self- 
employed  but,  for  tax  purposes, 
are  employees  of  the  church. 

The  Fourth  District  U.S.  Court 
of  Appeals  upheld  a  tax  court  rul¬ 
ing  that  the  Rev.  Michael  D. 
Weber  of  Stonewall,  N.C.,  is  an 
employee  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church. 

At  issue  in  tax  court  was  Mr. 
Weber’s  1989  federal  income  tax 
return.  Like  most  United 
Methodist  ordained  ministers,  Mr. 
Weber  filed  that  year  as  a  self- 
employed  person. 

He  deducted  his  ministerial 
expenses  on  Schedule  C,  a  form 
used  to  list  business  deductions. 
After  the  Internal  Revenue  Ser¬ 
vice  disallowed  Mr.  Weber's  self- 
employed  status,  he  appealed  to 
U.S.  Tax  Court. 

The  appeal  was  supported  by 
the  North  Carolina  Annual  Con¬ 
ference,  headed  by  Bishop  C.P 
Minnick,  and  by  the  church's 
General  Council  on  Finance  and 


Administration. 

The  tax  court  concurred  with 
the  IRS  in  December  1994. 

The  appeals  court's  July  31 
decision  states  that  facts  showed 
that  Mr.  Weber: 

✓  Was  subject  to  supervision 
and  assignment  on  a  permanent 
basis  by  church  officials; 

✓  Wasn’t  required  to  invest  in 


his  office; 

✓  Had  his  salary  fixed  by  the 
church  and  couldn't  voluntarily 
increase  his  profit. 

Therefore,  the  appeals  court 
said,  Mr.  Weber  didn’t  qualify  for 
tax  status  as  a  self-employed  per¬ 
son. 

Mr.  Weber  told  the  Reporter 
that  he  was  “surprised,  shocked 


and  upset"  by  the  decision.  He 
said  he  hadn't  had  time  to  consult 
with  his  attorney  whether  to  pur¬ 
sue  an  appeal  to  the  U.S.  Supreme 
Court. 

"You  think  it  [a  minister’s  self- 
employed  status]  is  so  obvious, 
yet  now  four  judges  have  dis¬ 
agreed  with  me,”  he  said.  "I'm  not 
as  confident  as  I  was  before.” 


Associate  General  Counsel 
David  A.  Ullrich  of  the  church’s 
general  finance  agency  said  his 
agency  and  the  church's  General 
Board  of  Pension  and  Health  Ben¬ 
efits  are  preparing  guidelines  on 
the  tax  status  ruling  for  clergy  and 
congregations. 

The  guidelines  will  be 
reviewed  by  annual  conference 
treasurers  in  September  at  their 
yearly  association  meeting. Once 
revised,  the  guidelines  will  be 
available  to  local  congregations’ 
through  their  annual  conference 
treasurers.  Mr.  Ullrich  said. 

The  General  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration  sent  a 
four-page  fax  message  last  week 
to  all  United  Methodist  bishops, 
annual  conference  treasurers  and 
conference  chancellors  notifying 
them  of  the  Weber  decision. 

According  to  the  fax  message, 
provided  to  the  Reporter  by  Mr. 
Ullrich,  options  remaining  are: 

✓  Appeal  the  U.S.  district  court 
decision  to  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court; 

✓  Seek  legislative  change  to  the 
U.S.  Tax  Code  to  clarify  United 
Methodist  clergy  as  self-employed; 

✓  Continue  to  negotiate  with 
the  Internal  Revenue  Service  on 
ministers'  tax  status  on  a  case-by¬ 
case  basis. 


| What  congregations  may  have  to  do. . . 

What  does  the  latest  court  decision  on  expenses  on  a  Schedule  C."  Mr.  Hoskins 
the  tax  status  of  United  Methodist  clergy  explained. 

mean  to  local  congregations?  Pastors,  meanwhile,  appear  likely  to  lose  tax 

According  to  Chicago  attorney  Craig  R.  benefits  accorded  them  under  previous  self- 
Hoskins,  the  decision  could  have  a  major  effect  employed  status. 

on  how  United  Methodist  clergy  and  congrega-  "You  can  only  itemize  unreimbursed  profes- 

tions  keep  track  of  salary,  benefits  and  expens-  sional  expenses  if  they  exceed  2  percent  of  your 
es  for  1995  adjusted  gross  income — and  that  means  your 

Mr.  Hoskins, who  served  as  general  counsel  total  adjusted  gross  income,  including  that  of 
of  the  churchwide  financial  agency  for  1 5  years,  your  spouse,"  Mr  Hoskins  said, 
is  now  in  private  legal  practice  and  conducts  “A  good  portion  of  our  pastors  don  t  earn  a 

seminars  on  church-related  financial  and  risk  large  enough  salary  to  be  able  to  itemize  expens- 
management  topics.  es  anyway. 

"At  minimum.churches  would  have  to  pro-  More  complete  guidelines  for  local  congre- 

vide  W-2  forms  accounting  for  their  pastors’  gations  on  clergy  tax  records  will  be  distributed 
salaries  and  would  have  to  set  up  bookkeeping  through  United  Methodist  annual  conference 
to  reimburse  pastors  for  their  expenses,  since  treasurers  in  Fall  1 995  (see  related  story  above), 
pastors  would  no  longer  be  able  to  itemize  their  —CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Everybody's  talking  about 
baptism >  says  study  member 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

TACOMA,  Wash.— United 
Methodists  are  thinking  and  talk¬ 
ing  a  lot  about  what  it  means  to  be 
a  baptized  Christian. 

That  news  was  conveyed 
recently  by  the  Rev.  Gayle  C.  Fel¬ 
ton  to  more  than  600  participants 
at  the  recent  convocation  of  the 
Fellowship  of  United  Methodists 
in  Music  and  Worship  Arts  (see 
UMR.  July  28). 

Dr.  Felton  is  a  member  of  the 
United  Methodist  committee 
studying  baptism  and  associate 
professor  of  Christian  nurture  at 
United  Methodist-related  Duke 
Divinity  School  in  Durham,  N.C. 

Baptism  is  “the  worship  issue 
getting  the  most  attention  right  now 
and  causing  the  most  discussion,” 
said  Dr.  Felton,  who  developed  her 
doctoral  dissertation  on  baptism 
into  a  book.  This  Gift  of  Water. 

Telling  church  leaders 

Church  members’  interest  in 
the  baptism  study  has  given  a 
"window  or  lens”  for  church  lead¬ 
ers  to  help  United  Methodists 
grapple  with  basic  theological 
issues  such  as  the  nature  of  God 
and  salvation,  she  added. 

Those  theological  issues  come 
up  during  the  lessons  developed 
by  the  study  committee,  in  coop¬ 
eration  with  the  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House,  to  help  United 
Methodists  discuss  the  baptism 
document 

Response  to  the  study  docu- 


[Methodists]  moved 
up  the  socio-economic 
scale  and  became  "too 
sophisticated  to  talk 
about  salvation.. . ." 
—the  Rev.  Gayle  C.  Felton 

ment.  By  Water  and  the  Spirit  has 
been  “deeply  gratifying,"  she  said. 

More  than  1.300  written 
responses  to  the  baptism  study 
document  were  received  through 
May.  The  volume  of  response  “is 
a  tribute  to  the  church"  and  evi¬ 
dence  that  “people  care  intense¬ 
ly,"  Dr.  Felton  said. 

She  noted  that  the  1 .300  replies 
represent  a  larger  number  of  indi¬ 
viduals  than  the  total  of  the 
responses,  since  many  responses 
came  from  adult  Sunday  school 
classes  or  study  groups  which  had 
reviewed  the  baptism  document. 

As  an  illustration  of  the  “enor¬ 
mous  confusion"  around  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  baptism.  Dr.  Felton  said, 
many  parents  have  the  same 
expectation  of  infant  baptism  that 
they  do  of  vaccination. 

"[Infant  baptism]  is  just  'some¬ 
thing  one  does’  in  The  United 
Methodist  Church,"  said  the 
scholar,  who  taught  a  week-long 
seminar  on  the  baptism  study  at 
the  worship  convocation. 

In  contrast,  Methodism’s 
founder.  John  Wesley,  combined 
the  "high  church  sacramentalism" 
of  his  Anglican  upbringing  with 
"revivalistic  and  evangelistic  fer¬ 


vor”  which  called  for  a  personal 
commitment  to  Christ.  Dr.  Felton 
explained. 

That  synthesis  didn't  make  it  to 
America,  however,  she  explained. 
Early  American  Methodism 
stressed  a  personal  commitment  to 
Christ,  of  which  baptism  was  a 
public  profession.  Nonetheless, 
baptism  retained  its  sacramental 
identity  as  a  priestly  function  per¬ 
formed  only  by  ordained  clergy, 
she  added. 

Later,  when  Methodists  literal¬ 
ly  "went  to  town,"  Dr.  Felton  said 
in  a  subsequent  sermon,  members 
moved  up  the  socio-economic 
scale  and  became  “too  sophisti¬ 
cated  to  talk  about  salvation  .  .  . 
and  too  stiff  to  have  something  as 
undignified  as  an  altar  call." 

Will  revise  document 

Dr.  Felton  said  that  as  the  study 
committee's  editor,  she  is  using 
the  1.300  responses  to  revise  the 
baptism  study  document. 

The  baptism  study  committee 
will  meet  in  September  in 
Nashville.  Its  revised  document 
will  be  considered  by  directors  of 
the  United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Discipleship  this  Fall. 

The  result  of  Discipleship's 
deliberations  will  go  to  the 
denomination’s  top  legislative 
gathering,  the  General  Confer¬ 
ence,  during  its  1996  session 
April  16-26  in  Denver. 

Information  from  United 
Methodist  News  Service  was  used 
in  this  report. 
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Church  members'  interest  in  the  current  baptism  study  doc¬ 
ument,  including  baptism  of  infants  and  children,  provides  a 
"window"  of  theological  reflection,  says  the  Rev.  Gayle  Fel¬ 
ton  (see  accompanying  story). 


4 


'Tiller  'Renovations,  Inc. 

"Complete  Church  Renovations: 
From  Planning  To  Dedication 

Fort  Worth.  Texas 
1-800-275-1607 


Sri  Lankan  government  deports  mission  intern 

United  Methodist  missionary  was  serving  with  Christian  peace  committee 


Bible  Software  Clearance 

Entire  Bible  OOS(BBK)).  Strongs  .Hebiew  *  Greek  lexicons 
topic  cross  teler.ences  S19  (Scholars  edition  avail  |. 
Wlndows(BB20)/MAC(BB50)  Entue  Bible, topic  uowet 
bible  diet..  Henry’s  commentary  S28  (Scholars  edition  avail.) 

CD-ROM  (B860)  HAS  EVERYTHING!  19  Bible  versions. 


Iplut  games,  diport.  &  much  more.  Wind 
■Add  $6  SSH,  Call  NOW  24hr,800  991-3004  exL114  or  sondl 

P  check  to:  Harvest  Ministries.  Box  6304.  Olympia  WA  96502  II 


Available  In  20’  to  33’  model.  (12-38  passonftr) 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

A  United  Methodist  mission¬ 
ary  is  home  safely  in  Michigan 
after  having  been  deported  from 
the  south  Asia  island  nation  of  Sri 
Lanka. 

Kenneth  Mulder,  26,  of  Ada, 
Mich.,  arrived  in  New  York  July 
28  after  being  held  by  Sri  Lanka 
police  for  six  days,  said  the  Rev. 
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Robert  J.  Harman,  chief  executive 
of  the  United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  World 
Division. 

Reports  conflicted  about  the 
reasons  behind  Mr.  Mulder's 
detention  and  deportation. 

“We’ve  not  received  a  written 
copy  of  a  deportation  order,"  Dr. 
Harman  told  the  Reporter.  "No 
charges  were  filed,  and  Ken  had 
no  trial.  He  was  told  the  reason  for 
his  deportation  was  a  ’visa  viola¬ 
tion.’” 

Dr.  Harman  strongly  contra¬ 
dicted  a  report  from  Religion 
News  Service  based  in  Washing¬ 
ton.  The  news  service  reported 
that  Mr.  Mulder  had  been  deport¬ 
ed  for  producing  a  poster  critical 
of  the  Sri  Lankan  government. 

RNS  reported  that  Sri  Lankan 
police  confiscated  a  computer 
poster,  allegedly  made  by  Mr. 
Mulder,  which  mocked  the  gov¬ 
ernment’s  "white  lotus”  campaign 
supporting  the  miliary  against 
Tamil  rebels. 

The  poster  supposedly  was 
confiscated  when  Sri  Lankan 
police,  who  said  they  were  seek¬ 
ing  explosives,  raided  offices  of 
the  National  Christian  Council  of 
Sri  Lanka.  Mr.  Mulder  worked  for 
the  council’s  peace  committee,  a 
post  he  held  for  1 1  months. 


Dr.  Harman  said  that  under  the  supervision  of 
the  council,  Mr.  Mulder  was  producing 
educational  materials  related  to  the  Christian 
organization's  efforts  to  make  peace  between  the 
government  and  the  guerrillas  known  as  the  Tamil 
Tigers. 


Dr.  Harman  said  that  under  the 
supervision  of  the  council,  Mr. 
Mulder  was  producing  education¬ 
al  materials  related  to  the  Christ¬ 
ian  organization’s  efforts  to  make 
peace  between  the  government 
and  the  guerrillas  known  as  the 
Tamil  Tigers. 

The  RNS  report  also  quoted 
Mr.  Mulder  as  saying  that  he 
never  heard  of  Sri  Lanka  until  he 
was  assigned  to  the  country. 

Dr.  Harman  explained  that  Mr. 
Mulder’s  comment  was  made 
under  duress  when  he  was 
accused  during  interrogation  of 
having  been  recruited  to  Sri 
Lanka  as  a  subversive. 

The  World  Division  executive 
called  Mr.  Mulder  an  “outstand¬ 
ing  young  man”  who  was  a  Ful- 
bright  scholar  when  he  applied  for 
the  church's  36-month  mission 
intern  program. 

Dr.  Harman  added  that  Mr. 
Mulder  worked  in  Hungary  dur¬ 


ing  his  Fulbright  term,  so  that  he 
was  familiar  with  the  sometimes 
sensitive  nature  of  international 
service. 

“This  is  a  bright  young  man 
with  a  heart  for  Christian  service,” 
Dr.  Harman  asserted  in  Mr.  Mul¬ 
der's  behalf. 

Dr.  Harman  said  that  Mr.  Mul¬ 
der,  who  wasn't  physically 
harmed  during  his  detention, 
requested  and  received  a  week’s 
furlough  so  that  he  could  serve  as 
a  counselor  at  a  Michigan  church 
camp. 

Although  mission  interns  typi¬ 
cally  spend  half  of  their  36-month 
terms  outside  the  United  States, 
Mr.  Mulder  probably  will  be 
moved  to  a  U.S.  assignment.  Dr. 
Harman  added. 

“He  had  only  six  months  to  go 
in  Sri  Lanka,  and  it  will  be  hard  to 
place  him  elsewhere  [outside  the 
United  States]  now,  unless  we  can 
find  a  place  that  can  use  some 


short-term  work,"  he  noted. 

Mr.  Mulder's  deportation  came 
amid  renewed  fighting  in  the  12- 
year-old  ethnic  conflict  in  Sri 
Lanka,  an  island  nation  off  the  tip 
of  the  Indian  subcontinent. 

The  Tamil  Tigers  have  waged 
war  against  the  government  in  an 
effort  to  gain  an  independent 
Tamil  homeland  in  the  north  and 
east  of  Sri  Lanka. 

The  predominantly  Hindu 
Tamils  make  up  17  percent  of  Sri 
Lanka's  population.  The  biggest 
group  is  the  Sinhalese  majority, 
about  73  percent. 

About  70  percent  of  Sri 
Lankans  are  followers  of  Bud¬ 
dhism,  the  official  religion.  There 
are  also  smaller  Christian  and 
Muslim  minorities. 

Last  week  the  Sri  Lankan  gov¬ 
ernment  proposed  a  peace  plan  that 
would  divide  the  nation  into  eight 
semi-autonomous  provinces, 
including  a  Tamil  region. 

However,  observers  of  the  con¬ 
flict  doubted  whether  the  Tamil 
guerrillas  would  agree  to  the  com¬ 
promise,  which  would  dilute  their 
power. 

Information  from  United 
Methodist  News  Service ,  Ecu¬ 
menical  News  International  and 
National  Public  Radio  was  used  in 
this  report. 
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Faith  at  work 
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As  you  walk  ill  the  footsteps 
ot  Jesus,  you’ll  see  where  he 
carried  the  cross,  and  watch  as  .  ^ 
two  thousand  years  of  history  •' 

untold  as  it  it  happened  only 
yesterday.  And  you’ll  realize  ' 
that  everything  vou  sec  will  be 


forever  etched  in  your  memory. 


The  Vi  a*  of  the  C 


UMCOR  ministry  not  shaken  by  earthquake 


UMCOR's  program  stresses  love,  listening  and 
acceptance  and  uses  play  therapy  as  a  means  of 
healing  fears  caused  by  a  traumatic  experience  of 
the  earthquake  in  Kobe,  Japan  earlier  this  year. 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

Helping  children  from  Kobe, 
Japan,  recover  from  the  effects  of 
a  devastating  Jan.  17  earthquake 
was  the  goal  of  two  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
volunteers  who  visited  the  city 
this  summer. 

At  the  invitation  of  the  Nation¬ 
al  Christian  Council  in  Japan, 
Barbara  Weaver  of  Buffalo,  N.Y., 
and  Doris  Willis  of  Henderson¬ 
ville,  Tenn.,  led  five  workshops 
on  UMCOR's  program  of  "Pas¬ 
toral  Care  With  Children  in  Dis¬ 
asters.” 

Workshop  participants — who 
will  provide  leadership  for  the 
program — included  sociologists, 
pastors,  professors  of  psycholo¬ 
gy.  counselors,  teachers,  camping 
personnel  and  college  students. 

Physically,  the  city  is  undergo¬ 


ing  much  reconstruction,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Ms.  Weaver,  but  the  earth¬ 
quake  has  continued  to  have  other 
effects  on  people’s  lives. 

"When  over  5,000  lives  are 
taken  and  approximately  30,000 
injured,  it  does  impact  on  a  com¬ 
munity,"  she  said. 

Displaced  people  in  tent  vil¬ 
lages,  for  example,  were  worried 
about  losing  their  "sense  of  com¬ 
munity"  because  the  villages 
were  due  to  be  closed  by  early 
August  as  temporary  housing 
becomes  available. 

"This  was  causing  a  great  deal 
of  anguish  for  the  inhabitants  of 
those  tent  villages,"  Ms,  Weaver 
explained. 

"They  want  to  stay  together 
with  those  people  they  have  sur¬ 
vived  with  in  the  past  months." 

She  said  the  YWCAs  in  both 
Osaka  and  Kobe  have  become 


"real  instruments  of  healing”  in 
the  post-quake  period. 

Immediately  after  the  earth¬ 
quake,  the  Kobe  Y  provided  shel¬ 
ter,  food  and  daily  necessities  and 
dispatched  40  to  60  volunteers  to 
deliver  relief  boxes  daily  to  220 
people. 

To  date,  it  has  used  more  than 
850  volunteers  to  help  20,000 
people. 

Ms.  Weaver  and  Ms.  Willis 
worked  closely  with  YMCA  offi¬ 
cials  to  develop  the  workshops  for 
UMCOR’s  program. 


Children  in  Kobe  have  been 
displaying  regressive  behavior 
and  suffering  from  various  prob¬ 
lems  because  of  neglect,  lack  of 
privacy,  changes  in  schools  and 
discomfort  in  temporary  living 
quarters,  according  to  the  volun¬ 
teers. 

UMCOR's  program  stresses 
love,  listening  and  acceptance  and 
uses  play  therapy  as  a  means  of 
healing  fears  caused  by  a  traumat¬ 
ic  experience. 

Although  play  therapy  is  a  new 
concept  for  the  Japanese,  they 


accepted  it  "when  they  could  see 
it  was  a  tool  for  healing  rather 
than  just  'play  time'  or  'busy 
time,’”  Ms.  Weaver  said. 

The  therapy  even  helped  adults 
participating  in  the  training  work¬ 
shops. 

"As  adults  experimented  with 
the  Playdoh  and  with  drawing 
pictures  .  .  .  they  were  very,  very 
free  to  share  things  with  us,”  she 
added. 

Based  on  the  training,  the  Y 
plans  more  programs  for  children, 
including  a  three-day  "summer 
camp"  for  elementary-age  young¬ 
sters  from  the  tent  villages. 

Ms.  Weaver  said  it  was  a  "won¬ 
derful  experience”  to  observe  the 
work  of  Christian-based  groups  in 
Japan  and,  in  general,  "to  see 
what  people  do  for  each  other  in 
times  of  pain." 


MERIT  SCHOLARSHIPS: 

Clinton  T.  Purtell,  an  internation¬ 
al  business  major  at  Oklahoma 
City  University,  and  Amihan  R 
(Ami)  Valdez,  a  communica¬ 
tion/public  relations  major  at  the 
University  of  Iowa,  both  will 
receive  $2,500  scholarships 
from  the  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House.  The  scholar¬ 
ship  of  Sang  Eckerle,  a  junior  at 
Northwestern  State  University  in 
Louisiana,  was  renewed  for  the 
coming  academic  year. 

CHURCH  DEVELOPMENT: 

Boston  School  of  Theology  and 
.the  United  Methodist  boards  of 
Discipleship  and  Global  Min¬ 
istries  sponsored  a  summer 
course  on  New  Church  Devel¬ 
opment  and  Congregational 
Transformation.  Forty  pastors 
participated. 

HULL  REBUILDING:  The 

5Hull  (Ill.)  United  Methodist 
Church  building,  destroyed  by 
the  1993  Midwest  flood,  is 
ibeing  rebuilt  this  summer  by 
;Volunteers-in-mission  groups 
from  Zanesville,  and  Freeholder, 
Ohio,  and  New  Haven.  N.J. 
-More  help  is  needed.  Contact 
focal  volunteer  coordinators 
Mardel  or  Roger  Tanquist  at 
(800)  370-8696  for  more  infor¬ 
mation. 

STEWARDSHIP  EVENT: 

‘‘Stewardship  ’95,”  sponsored  by 
United  Methodist-related  Mount 
Sequoyah  Conference  and 
Retreat  Center  in  Fayetteville, 
‘Ark.,  will  feature  training  in 
Stewardship  including  finance 
Campaigns,  fund  raising,  mar¬ 
keting,  public  relations,  the 
theology  of  giving,  endowments 
and  accounting.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation  contact  Judy  Stafford  at 
5(501)  443-4531. 

I 

CORRECTION:  The  United 
Methodist  membership  map  in 
(he  Reporter’s  Aug.  4  edition 
should  have  indicated  that  the 
Western  North  Carolina  Annual 
Conference,  rather  than  the 
■North  Carolina  Conference, 
reported  growth  in  1994.  The 
map  should  also  have  shown  that 
the  Southern  New  England.  New 
Hampshire  and  Maine  confer¬ 
ences  have  merged  into  the  New 
England  Annual  Conference. 


When  you  walk  through 
Israel,  you  will  feel  things 
vou  never  felt  before. 


I  he  wonder  of  traveling 
through  the  home  of  Jesus  of 


Nazareth.  Am  the  amaze 


ment  at  the  heights  to  which 
your  spirit  can  soar  after 
visiting  the  Land  of  the  Bible 


NO  ONE  BELONGS  HERE  MORE  THAN  YOU 


Israel  Ministry  of  Tourism,  North  America 

York.  C  hicago,  Dallas,  I  ns  Angeles.  Toronto 
l  or  inlorm.ition  call  1-800-596-1199 


Movie's  magic  comes 
from  acts  of  kindness 


WARNER  BROTHERS  PHOTO 

Gather  up  the  neighborhood  kids  and  take  them  to  see  "A  Little  Princess,"  says  reviewer 
Diane  Huie  Balay.  The  tale  of  these  children's  gifts  to  one  another  belongs  in  every  child's 
library  of  video  classics,  she  says. 


possessions  and  makes  her  a  ser¬ 
vant.  Sara  is  banished  to  the 
gloomy,  frigid  attic  where  she 
lives  in  the  room  next  to  Becky 
(Vanessa  Lee  Chester),  the  little 
black  serving  girl. 

In  their  loneliness  and  grief,  the 
two  girls  use  their  imaginations  to 
survive. 

Good  tale,  well  told 

Based  on  the  book  of  the  same 
name  by  Frances  Hodgson  Burnett 


who  also  wrote  The  Secret  Gar¬ 
den,  A  Little  Princess  was  a  clas¬ 
sic  the  day  it  was  first  screened.  In 
addition  to  its  being  a  good  tale 
well  told,  the  sets,  costumes  and 
casting  are  exceptional. 

It  was  directed  by  Mexican- 
born  Alfonso  Cuaron  and  pro¬ 
duced  by  Mark  Johnson  who  also 
produced  Good  Morning,  Viet¬ 
nam  and  Avalon. 

This  reviewer  predicts  long 
and  profitable  sales  when  A  Little 


Princess  is  released  for  home 
video  and  when  word  of  mouth 
finally  convinces  people  how 
good  the  movie  really  is.  It 
belongs  in  every  child's  library  of 
video  classics. 

But  don’t  miss  the  pleasure  of 
seeing  it  on  the  big  screen.  If  you 
need  an  excuse,  gather  up  all  the 
neighborhood  kids  and  take  them 
with  you  to  see  A  Little  Princess. 

And  don’t  forget  the  tissues.  The 
tears  you  wipe  may  be  your  own. 


'Good  News'  board  seeks  UM 
clergywoman's  resignation 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

The  board  of  directors  of  Good 
News,  an  evangelical  group  with¬ 
in  the  United  Methodist  Church, 
has  called  for  the  ouster  of  a  cler¬ 


gy  woman  who  recently  revealed 
publicly  that  she  is  a  lesbian. 

A  statement  in  the  Septem¬ 
ber/October  issue  of  Good  News 
magazine  declared  that  the  Rev. 
Jeanne  Audrey  Powers,  an  execu- 


FULL-TIME  YOUTH  OR  YOUTH  AND 
Youth  Choir  Director  sought  for  immediate  em- 
ptovment  by  1 800-member  church  serving  Texas 
A  &  M  University  and  the  surrounding  communi¬ 
ties.  Position  responsible  for  growing  youth  g 
averaging  90-1 10  in  attendance  on  Sunday  eve¬ 
ning.  and  a  seven-day-a-week  program  that  em¬ 
phasizes  Bible  study,  fellowship  groups,  missions 
and  service.  Preferences  (but  not  necessarily  re¬ 
quirements)  indude  formal  education  in  Christian 
education  or  youth  ministry,  and  United  Method¬ 
ist  youth  certification.  Priority  placed  on  demon¬ 
strated  experience  and  effectiveness  in  youth 
groups  of  like  size  and  characteristics.  Creative 
package  of  salary,  benefits,  and  other  compensa¬ 
tion  negotiable  and  based  on  experience.  Send  in¬ 
quiries  and  resume  to:  Youth  Director  Search 
Team,  A  &  M  United  Methodist  Church,  417 
University  Drive,  College  Station,  TX  77840- 
1375,  (Phone  (409)  8464173 1 ), 


ORGANIST,  PART-TIME  FOR  LARGE 
church  in  northeast  Texas  with  a  32  rank 
Moller  pipe  organ.  Send  resume  to:  Ken  Reid, 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  707, 
Longview.  TX  756064)707. 


DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRY  needed 
immediately.  Strong  1300-member  church.  Fan- 


resume:  Dr.  Tommy  Dunbar,  Fust  UMC,  300 
Houston,  Marshall,  TX  75670,  (903)  9386622. 


NEW  POSITION  OF  DIRECTOR  OF  Pro- 

K  being  created  in  6900-member  United 
>dist  Church  in  North  Georgia.  This  per¬ 
son  will  interface  between  all  program  staff  lead¬ 
ers  and  the  Senior  Minister.  This  individual  will 
be  responsible  for  the  planning,  development, 
coordination,  promotion,  execution  and  evalu¬ 
ation  of  the  program  ministries  of  the  church. 
Qualifications  needed  for  this  position  arc  a 
strong  Christian  character,  a  rich  experience  in 
the  local  church,  preferably  Methodist,  an  un¬ 
dergraduate  degree  and  experience  in  manageri¬ 
al  and  supervisory  situations.  Salary  and 
benefits  commensurate  with  experience.  Send 
resume  to:  DP  Search  Committee,  814  Mimosa 
Blvd.,  Roswell  GA  30075. 


PERSON  TO  BEGIN  YOUNG  ADULT  and 
family  ministry,  work  with  children  and  youth, 
start  contemporary  worship.  Vocal  keyboard  skill 
required  St.  Paul’s  UMC,  45  Fust  Ave.,  Red 
Lion,  PA.  1  hour  from  Baltimore,  Maryland  and 
Harrisburg,  PA.  Phone  (7 1 7)  244-2355. 


POSITION  AVAILABLE  IMMEDIATELY- 
Director  of  Program/Youth.  Person  to  develop 
programs-  emphasis  to  youth.  Requirement  col¬ 
lege  degree;  master’s  degree  religious  education 
preferable.  Contact:  Pastor  Shelton,  Gulf  Shores 
UMC,  Box  374,  Gulf  Shores,  AL  36547.  (334) 
968-2411.  Fax:  (334)  968-7186.  By  September  1. 


BALDWIN  TUBE  ORGAN-  SELL  FOR 
parts.  To  restore,  tubes  available.  $600.00. 
First  United  Methodist,  Box  1000,  Jal,  NM 
88252,  (505)  395-2503.  (505)  395-3096. 


PROGRAM  DIRECTOR-DCE.  Experienced, 
dynamic  leader  to  step  into  this  key  staff  posi¬ 
tion  at  a  key  moment  in  our  congregation’s  life. 
Currently,  200-300  weekly  attendance.  Poised 
for  growth.  Younger  and  older  families  with 
program  expansion  possibilities  from  infants  to 
adolescents  to  singles  to  elders.  Resume  to:  Ter¬ 
race  UMC,  1203  Wirt  Road.  Houston,  TX 
77055.  Fax  (713)  686-1478. 


LARGE  NORTH  GEORGIA  UNITED  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  of  6900  members  seeking  dynamic 
individual  with  a  proven  track  record,  to  direct 
youth  program.  Individual  must  have  a  personal 
relationship  with  Christ  and  be  able  to  work  with 
all  age  youth  to  create  an  exciting  and  attractive 
program  from  7th  grade  through  college  age.  Per¬ 
son  selected  must  be  a  team  player  willing  to  co¬ 
ordinate  this  important  group  into  the  total  life  of 
the  church.  Position  demands  individual  with 
strong  background  in  and  commitment  to  youth 
work.  Excellent  salary  and  benefits  available  in 
this  high  profile  situation.  Send  resume  and  salary 
requirements  to:  Search  Committee,  814  Mimosa 
Blvd.,  Roswefi,  GA  30075. 


EVANSVILLE,  IN  TRINITY  UNITED  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  is  searching  for  a  full-time  Direc¬ 
tor  of  Christian  Education  and  Youth  Ministries 
for  our  downtown  church  of  400  +  members. 
We  seek  a  highly  motivated  individual  to  devel¬ 
op  and  expand  our  Christian  education  and 
youth  programs  to  include  city-wide  participa¬ 
tion.  Interested  applicants  should  possess  the 
minimum  qualifications  of  a  diaconal  minister 
or  the  equivalent.  Please  send  inquiries  to: 
Search  Committee,  Trinity  United  Methodist 
Church,  2 1 6  SE  Third  St.,  Evansville,  IN  477 1 3. 
Telephone:  (812)  423-4495. 


WANTED:  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH/Leisure 
Ministries.  Responsibilities  include:  managing/ 
programming  Christian  Life  Center,  directing 
youth  ministry.  Inquiries  phone  (601)  286-3298. 
Send  resume/salary  requirements:  Dr.  Don 
Patterson,  Christ  UMC,  3161  Shiloh  Road,  Cor- 
inth,  MS  38834, 


FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  Minis¬ 
tries  needed  immediately  for  a  growing,  contempo¬ 
rary,  UMC  with  a  vision  for  youth.  Must  be  able  to 
create  a  comprehensive  church-wide  vision  for  suc¬ 
cessful  year-round  youth  ministry  for  grades  6-12 
For  details  contact  Rev.  John  MitcheU,  St  John’s 
UMQ  P  O.  Box  299,  Pine  &  Poplar  Streets,  Sea- 
ford,  DE  19973.  (302)  629-9466. 


INTERESTED  IN  AN  EDITION  of  the  Unit- 

ed  Methodist  Reporter?  (2 1 4)  630-6495. 


FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH, 
Greenwood,  Mississippi,  is  seeking  a  full-time 
Program  Director.  Interested  persons  should 
send  resume  to:  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Post  Office  Drawer  M,  Greenwood, 
Mississippi  38935-1809.  For  more  information 
contact  Reverend  Grady  Bailey  at  the  above 
address  or  call  for  Reverend  Bailey  at  (601) 
453-2822  daytime  or  (601)  453-241 7  evenings. 


five  with  the  United  Methodist 
General  Commission  on  Christ¬ 
ian  Unity  and  Interreligious  Con¬ 
cerns,  is  "using  her  position  to 
advocate  the  acceptance  of  homo¬ 
sexuality”  in  violation  of  the 
denomination’s  Book  of  Disci¬ 
pline. 

The  Good  News  board  called 
upon  the  “supervisory  personnel” 
of  the  commission  to  reprimand 
or  remove  Ms.  Powers. 

The  group  also  said  that  the 
Minnesota  Annual  (regional) 
Conference,  where  Ms.  Powers  is 
a  member,  has  a  “supervisory 
responsibility”  to  respond. 

In  a  written  response  to  the 
Good  News  board  of  directors, 
Bishop  William  Boyd  Grove, 
commission  president,  and  the 
Rev.  Bruce  Robbins,  general  sec¬ 
retary,  commended  Ms.  Powers 
for  her  courage. 

"This  disclosure  by  her,  a 
respected  ecumenist  whose  love 
for  Christ  and  the  Church  is  evi¬ 
dent  to  so  many,  should  help  us  to 
remember  that  our  discussions 
about  this  church-dividing  issue 
are  always  about  human  beings, 
our  sisters  and  brothers,  our 
daughters  and  sons,"  they  said. 

Bishop  Grove  and  Mr.  Robbins 
disagreed  that  the  commission  is 
in  violation  of  Paragraph  906.12 
of  the  Discipline  which  prohibits 
the  use  of  United  Methodist  funds 
to  promote  acceptance  of  homo¬ 
sexuality. 

Her  personal  statement  does 
not  represent  the  commission, 
they  explained,  and  as  a  church 
employee  she  is  not  required  to 
“forfeit  her  right  to  disagree  with 
church  teaching." 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

In  a  rare  step,  Warner  Bros,  is 
re-releasing  its  film,  A  Little 
Princess,  only  a  few  months  after 
its  original  release. 

A  word  from  this  reviewer: 
Don’t  miss  it.  This  is  the  kind  of 
film  you  can  share  with  your 
daughters  or  granddaughters  of 
any  age  and  enjoy  every  moment. 
And  the  action  and  comedy 
scenes  will  delight  boys  as  well  as 
girls. 

A  Little  Princess  is  a  magical, 
beautiful  film.  Highly  praised  by 
critics  when  it  was  released  earli¬ 
er  this  year,  it  was  eclipsed  at  the 
box  office  by  such  superhyped 
offerings  as  Pocahontas.  Batman 
Forever,  Casper  and  Mighty  Mor¬ 
phia  Power  Rangers. 

In  addition,  Warner  Bros,  mys¬ 
teriously  did  little  to  publicize  it. 
People  had  little  idea  what  the 
movie  was  about. 

About  friendship,  love 

It’s  about  friendships  that  cross 
all  barriers  of  culture,  class  or 
race.  It’s  about  a  father’s  love  for 
his  daughter  and  hers  for  him.  It’s 
about  how  children  of  spunk  and 
intelligence  can  survive  in  a  world 
dominated  by  a  cruel  adult.  And 
it’s  about  magic. 


Review 


Some  Christian  parents  might 
be  concerned  about  the  magic. 
But  a  close  look  reveals  that  the 
magic  springs  from  simple  acts  of 
kindness.  These  acts  are  gifts  that 
keep  on  giving  and,  at  the  movie's 
end,  bring  salvation. 


Outbreak  of  war 

The  plot  focuses  on  10-year- 
old  Sara  Crewe  (portrayed  by 
Liesel  Matthews)  who  lives  in 
India  with  her  father  (Liam  Cun¬ 
ningham).  a  wealthy  British  army 
officer.  Her  mother  is  dead. 

When  her  father  is  called  to 
duty  at  the  outbreak  of  World  War 
I,  he  sends  Sara  to  Miss  Minchin’s 
School,  a  boarding  school  for  girls 
in  New  York  City. 

There.  Sara  lives  as  lavishly  as 
a  princess  but  in  an  atmosphere 
designed  to  overpower  the  spirits 
of  the  girls  who  live  there. 

Miss  Minchin  (Eleanor  Bron) 
takes  an  instant  dislike  to  Sara. 
She  hides  her  distaste,  however, 
until  she  receives  word  that  Sara's 
father  is  reported  dead  and  Sara  is 
destitute. 

Miss  Minchin  immediately 
turns  on  the  girl,  grabs  all  of  her 
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“Here 

The  task  that  gives  me  greatest 
joy  in  my  ministry  is  talking  with 
persons  who  make  their  way  to  my 
door  saying,  “I’ve  been  called  to 
ministry  in  The  United  Methodist 
Church.”  In  the  past  week  I  have 
had  three  such  conversations.  Do 
not  picture  young  adults  still  in 
college.  Instead,  picture  men  and 
women  on  the  other  side  of  thirty,  who  have  a  gleam  in  their  eyes 
and  a  passion  in  their  hearts  that  is  different  from  anything  they 
have  known  before.  They  also  have  jobs,  spouses,  children  to 
educate  and  commitments  to  be  met. 

At  some  point  each  of  them  has  felt,  1  want  more  out  of  my 
life.  I  want  to  respond  to  a  yearning  that  God  has  placed  in  me 
to  be  in  ministry  with  the  people  of  God.  I  want  to  make  a  differ¬ 
ence  in  the  church  and  in  the  community. 

As  we  talk  I  try  to  give  them  both  encouragement  and  a  reality 
check.  I  point  out  the  years  ahead  of  seminary  education,  either 
as  a  full  time  student  or  a  course  of  study  student.  I  explain  itin¬ 
eracy  as  we  understand  it  within  our  Wesleyan  tradition.  I  even 
point  out  the  nature  of  salaries  that  beginning  ministers  can 
expect.  They  are  rarely  daunted  by  this  realism.  They  have 
already  been  summoned,  and  the  commitments  and  sacrifices  of 
which  I  speak  are  not  seen  as  obstacles  but  steps  of  faith  along 
the  way. 

It  reminds  me  of  the  Mother’s  Day  card  which  my  14  year 
old.  Lane,  gave  to  me  which  says: 

“Motherhood  is  an  art. 

Motherhood  is  a  joy. 

Motherhood  is  a  calling. 

Mostly  it  is  a  calling.” 

One  of  the  major  changes  in  many  seminaries  across  our 
country  is  that  for  the  first  time  in  history  the  average  age  of 
entering  students  is  over  thirty.  Men  and  women  are  leaving  pro¬ 
fessions  and  jobs,-  taking  Their  families  and  beginning  a  three  to 
four  year  educational  process  that  can  only  be  called  a  leap  of 
faith.  They  are  older  and  wiser;  they  are  rich  in  life  experiences, 
and  they  come  back  to  our  churches  in  the  Louisiana  Conference 
with  a  passion  and  zeal  for  ministry  and  mission.  Seminaries 
have  responded  in  creative  ways  by  offering  night  courses  and 
condensing  the  week  as  they  adapt  to  a  new  and  different  student 
body. 

It  gives  me  great  joy  to  counsel  with  these  adults,  mature  in 
life  experience  and  eager  for  whatever  God  holds  for  them  in  the 
future.  They  are  not  from  “out  there”  somewhere.  They  are 
from  right  here  in  our  local  churches,  in  our  choirs,  and  in  our 
Sunday  School  classes.  I  encourage  you  to  look  around  you  and 
look  within  you.  God  is  still  recruiting  in  the  same  old  way;  God 
calls  us  by  name. 

What  could  bring  greater  joy  than  to  give  support  and  encour¬ 
agement  at  the  right  time  to  someone  making  a  life  changing 
decision  for  ministry.  I  would  also  say,  after  twenty-five  years  of 
ministry,  there  is  no  greater  joy  then  to  rise  to  your  feet  with  the 
response,  “Here  l  am.  Lord.  ” 

Peace  for  the  journey, 
Carole  Cotton-Winn 


Dr.  Carole  Cotton-Winn 
DS  New  Orleans 
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Shady  Grove  schedules 
Revival  and 
Homecoming  Service 


Shady  Grove  UMC, 
Mansfield  cordially  invites  all  to 
worship  with  them  during  their 
Annual  Summer  Revival 
Services,  beginning  Sunday, 
August  27  and  ending  Friday, 
September  1,  1995.  The  ser¬ 
vices  will  begin  at  7:00  p.m. 
each  night.  The  guest  evangelist 
for  the  week  will  be  Rev. 
Michael  Giles  of  St.  James 
UMC,  Shreveport. 

A  Homecoming  Service 


scheduled  for  Sunday, 
September  3,  1995,  will  feature 
Rev.  Harold  D.  Lewis  of 
Greenwood.  The  festivities  end 
with  a  dinner  following  the 
Sunday  service.  A  nursery  is 
provided  for  the  service. 

Dr.  Willie  L.  Henry,  pastor 
and  his  members  hope  that  you 
will  plan  to  attend  these  services 
and  ask  that  you  continue  to 
pray  God’s  blessing  upon  them. 


Houma  Indian  Heritage  Festival 


The  Dulac  Community  Center  is 
host  to  a  Native  American  Heritage 
and  Crafts  festival  August  26,  1995 
from  noon  until  6:00  p.m.  The  festival 
features  food.  Native  American 
dancers  and  crafts. 

For  more  information  or  to  register 
for  a  booth,  contact  Alex  at  (504)563- 
7483.  Partial  funding  of  this  program 
comes  from  funds  of  the  Louisiana 
Division  of  the  Arts  as  administered  by 
the  Houma-Terrebonne  Arts  and 
Humanities  Council. 


Louisiana  Francis  Asbury  Recipient 


receives  Jurisdictional  Honor 


Dr.  Samuel  DuBois  Cook,  President  of  Dillard  University 
accepts  the  Francis  Asbury  Award  from  Bishop  William 
B.  Oden  during  the  1995  Session  of  Annual  Conference. 


President  Samuel  DuBois  Cook  of 
Dillard  University,  New  Orleans  and  Mrs. 
Amy  Ward  of  New  Orleans  were  recognized 
during  Annual  Conference  for  winning  the 
Louisiana  Francis  Asbury  Award.  The 
Conference  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Campus  Ministry  nominated  them  for  this 
prestigious  honor  in  recognition  of  their 
"faithful  labors  in  supporting,  strengthening, 
and  promoting  the  church’s  work  in  higher 
education  ministries,  while  offering  out¬ 
standing  leadership  above  and  beyond  their 
basic  responsibilities,” 

This  award  is  named  for  Francis  Asbury, 
who  challenged  all  Methodists  to  “give  the 
key  of  knowledge  in  a  general  way  to  your 
children,  and  those  of  the  poor  in  the  vicini¬ 
ty  of  your  small  towns  and  villages.”  The 
award  recognizes  individuals  who  continue 
to  faithfully  guide  the  church  in  ministries  to 
and  with  the  learning  community. 


Dr.  Cook  honored  by 
Jurisdiction 

Dr.  Samuel  DuBois  Cook,  has 
also  been  recognized  and  hon¬ 
ored  as  the  South  Central 
Jurisdiction  recipient  of  the  1995 
Francis  Asbury  Award  for 
Fostering  United  Methodist 
Ministries  in  Higher  Education. 

During  his  nearly  twenty-one 
year  tenure  as  president  of 
Dillard  University,  President 
Cook  has  been  applauded  for 
providing  outstanding  leadership 
for  the  development  and  growth 
of  the  university  in  significantly 
increasing  student  enrollment, 
university  endowment,  and 
establishing  the  only  Japanese 
Studies  Program  in  the  South 
Central  United  States. 

Director  of  Annual 

Conference  Relations  and  Public 
Policy  Programs  for 
the  board  of  Higher 
Education  and 

Ministry  of  The 
United  Methodist 
Church,  James  A.  Noseworthy 
praised  Dr.  Cook  for,  “helping  to 
open  the  door  for  academic  lead¬ 
ership  and  opportunity.  As  the 
first  African-American  faculty  at 
Duke  University  and  first 
African-American  president  of 
the  Southern  Political  Science 
Association,  he  has  offered  a 
witness  for  justice  and  ability  in 
the  academic  community.”  Dr. 

Cook’s  achievements  include: 
the  Council  of  Presidents  of  the 
Black  Colleges  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church,  the  National 
Association  of  Schools  and 
Colleges  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  Executive  Committee 
Member  Institutions  of  the 
United  Negro  College  Fund, 

American  Council  on  Education 
and  many  other  activities. 


Mrs.  Amy  Ward 

Mrs.  Ward,  a  member  of  St.  Luke’s 
UMC,  New  Orleans  has  been  a  very 
active  member  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church.  She  served  as  delegate  to  the 
General  and  Jurisdictional  Conferences  in 
1980,  1988  and  1992.  In  1988  she  was 
chosen  to  serve  on  the  General  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry  in 
Nashville.  She  serves  the  executive  board 
of  this  body  as  secretary  for  the  term 
1992-1996.  Many  New  Orleans  area  col¬ 
leges  have  benefitted  from  her  guidance 
and  expertise,  including  UNO.  SUNO, 
Delgado,  Tulane  and  Loyola. 

We  applaud  the  work  of  these  two  fine 
people.  As  our  the  students  return  to  their 
colleges,  please  remember  the  campus 
ministries  in  your  prayers.  Many  of  them 
are  in  need,  so  if  there  is  a  Wesley 
Foundation  nearby  please  take  a  moment 
to  check  into  their  needs. 


Mrs.  Amy  Ward  and  Bishop  William  B.  Oden  share  a 
moment  together  during  Annual  Conference. 


Celebrate  Christian  Education! ! ! 

CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  SUNDAY 
Sunday,  August  27, 1995 


Churches  throughout  Louisiana 
will  celebrate  Christian  Education  on 
Sunday.  August  27,  1995.  Your 
church  may  choose  another  date  — 
the  essential  thing  is  that  you  lift  up 
Christian  Education  and  its  impor¬ 
tance  to  your  community  of  faith. 

Christian  Education  Sunday  cele- 


GENERAL  AND 
JURISDICTIONAL 
DELEGATIONS 
MAKE  PLANS  FOR  1996 


brates  the  ministry  of  teaching  and 
learning,  the  joy  of  teachers’  response 
to  God’s  call  and  the  growth  of  learn¬ 
ers  in  the  spirit.  These  elements 
make  this  worship  service  especially 
important  and  meaningful.  Planning 
for  this  service  should  be  more  than 
the  recognition  of  service  in  the  past 
or  present.  It  should  invite  participa¬ 
tion  in,  as  well  as  celebration  of,  the 
ministry  of  Christian  education. 

Packets  of  information  concerning 
this  special  Sunday  were  mailed  out 
by  the  directors  of  Christian 


Education,  Cheryl 
Gillespie  and  Linda  Fox. 

These  packets  included 
worship  ideas,  bulletin 
inserts  and  offering  envelopes. 

If  you  have  not  received  your 
packet  of  information  please  contact 
Linda  in  Baton  Rouge  at 
(504)346-1646  or  Cheryl 
in  Shreveport  at  (318  )868- 
0710. 


T 


"We  are  stewards  of  the 
mysteries  of  God."  With  these 
guiding  words,  the  Louisiana 
delegation  to  the  1996  General 
and  Jurisdictional  Conferences 
began  their  preparations.  The 
group  of  thirty  delegates  met  at 
Tall  Timbers  on  August  3, 
1995.  Undetered  by  the  threat 
of  Hurricane  Erin  the  delegates 
assembled.  Led  by  Dr.  Charles 
B.  Simmons,  senior  minister  at 
Broadmoor  UMC,  Baton 
Rouge,  they,  worshiped  and 
took  communion.  They  asked 
many  questions  about  the  poli¬ 
cies  and  procedures  involved 
in  representing  Louisiana 
United  Methodism  in  the  work 
of  the  General  Church  during 
the  1996  Conferences. 

The  twelve  clergy  and  lay 
delegates  elected  by  the 
Annual  Conference  to  attend 
General  Conference  signed  up 
for  the  different  committees 
that  will  take  up  issues  such  as: 
the  move  of  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  the  restruc¬ 
turing  of  the  General 
Conference  Boards  and 
Agencies,  renewing  move¬ 
ments,  the  proposed  office  of 
permanent  ordained  deacon, 
abortion,  guaranteed  appoint¬ 
ments,  strengthening  of  the 
Black  church,  and  sexual  ori¬ 


entation.  Each  member  of  the 
delegation,  including  the 
twelve  clergy  and  lay 
Jurisdictional  delegates  who 
act  as  alternates  to  General 
Conference,  will  spend  time 
analyzing,  studying  and 
preparing  papers  and  reports 
on  these  concerns  for  informed 
voting  on  resolutions  that  will 
be  presented  at  the  internation¬ 
al  meeting. 

Jurisdictional  issues  dis¬ 
cussed  included  the  election  of 
a  new  bishop  to  replace  Bishop 
Richard  Wilke  of  Arkansas, 
who  is  retiring,  and  sugges¬ 
tions  for  the  Louisiana  episco¬ 
pacy  for  the  next  quadrennium. 

All  General  Conference  del¬ 
egates  are  members  of  the 
Jurisdictional  Conference  and 
will  attend  both  Conferences. 
The  General  Conference  will 
be  in  Denver.  April  16-26  and 
the  Jurisdictional  Conference 
will  be  in  Kansas  City.  July  15- 
19. 

The  delegation  plans  to 
meet  again  on  November  14  in 
Bunkie  at  David  Haas 
Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church. 


IN  MEMORIAM 


Mrs.  Minnie  Y.  Caraway 

died  August  3,  1995.  Mrs. 
Caraway  the  wife  of  the  late 
Rev.  Porter  M.  Caraway  was 
95  years  old  at  the  time  of  her 
death.  She  was  the  mother 
of  Dr.  James  J.  Caraway  and 
Dr.  Stone  W.  Caraway  of 
Baton  Rouge,  Mr.  Porter  M. 
Caraway  of  Shreveport,  Mrs. 
Lenell  Caraway  White  of 
Ponchatoula  and  Mrs. 
Mantharose  Caraway  King  of 
Denver.  CO.  Mrs.  Caraway 
is  also  survived  by  many 
grandchildren  and  great¬ 
grandchildren. 

Funeral  Services  were  held 
August  5,  1995  at  First  UMC, 
Shreveport.  Memorials  to 
honor  Mrs.  Caraway  should 
be  sent  to  First  UMC. 
Shreveport,  The  United 
Methodist  Foundation  of 
Louisiana  or  The  Louisiana 
UMC  Conference  Center. 

Rev.  Albert  Hurley  died 
August  1,  1995.  Rev.  Hurley 
was  88  years  old  at  the  time 
of  his  death.  He  is  survived 
by  his  wife.  Mrs.  Eleanor 
Askey  Hurley  and  his  sister. 


Mrs.  Augusta  Hooker  of 
Franklin,  Texas. 

Funeral  services  were  held 
Thursday.  August  4,  1995  at 
First  UMC,  Franklin.  Rev. 
Hurley  was  buried  in  his 
hometown  of  Franklin,  Texas. 
The  family  requests  memori¬ 
als  be  sent  to  First  UMC, 
Franklin 


Rev.  Joe  H.  Robinson 

died  August  4,  1995.  Rev. 
Robinson,  87,  was  preceded 
in  death  by  his  wife  Billie 
Robinson.  He  is  survived  by 
two  children.  Billie  Jo 
Johnson  of  Strong,  Arkansas 
and  James  H.  Robinson  of 
Vicksburg,  Mississippi,  three 
grandchildren,  nine  grand¬ 
children  and  one  great-great 
grandchild. 

Memorials  in  honor  of 
Rev.  Robinson  should  be  sent 
to  McGuire  UMC  in  West 
Monroe. 

Our  prayers  go  out  to  all 
the  family  and  friends  of 
these  children  of  God. 


<s]> 
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Tax  court  ruling 
sends  a  message 


The  recent  federal  appeals 
court  ruling  that  ordained  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  clergy  are  employ¬ 
ees  of  the  church  and  not  self- 
employed  contractors  (see 
UMR,  Aug.  11)  sends  a  clear 
message  to  the  church. 

The  message  is  this:  If  the 
church  doesn’t  define  who  it  is 
or  who  its  pastors  are,  the  gov¬ 
ernment  will  define  them. 

By  categorizing  United 
Methodist  pastors  as  employees, 
the  federal  appeals  court  may  be 
telling  us  more  about  the  church’s 
centralized  authority  than  we 
have  freely  admitted  to  ourselves. 

Testimony  given  to  the  court 
paints  The  United  Methodist 
Church  as  a  tightly  connected 
religious  entity  with  an  estab¬ 
lished  hierarchy,  closely 
watched  accountability  and  pas¬ 
tors  who  risk  little  financially  to 
carry  out  their  profession. 

This  contrasts  sharply  with 
the  government's  definition  of  a 
self-employed  person  as  one 
who  controls  his  or  her  own  des¬ 
tiny.  takes  risks  and  shows  a 
profit  or  loss.  A  self-employed 
person  is  his  or  her  own  boss. 

The  characteristics  of  "self- 
employment"  may  have  been 
true  decades  ago  for  frontier  pas¬ 
tors  when  everyone  lived  with 
extreme  risks.  However  it’s  dif¬ 
ficult  to  make  the  same  case 
today  when  pastors  have  a  list  of 
benefits  including  such  things  as: 

✓Guaranteed  employment 
through  appointment  by  a  bishop, 
✓Health  insurance, 
✓Pensions, 

✓Annual  vacations, 
✓Disability  insurance, 

✓Life  insurance, 

✓Car  allowance  and 
✓Parsonage  or  housing 
allowance. 

It’s  further  difficult  to  main¬ 
tain  that  a  pastor  is  self- 
employed  when  he  or  she  is 
appointed  by  a  bishop  and  held 
accountable  to  a  district  super¬ 
intendent  and  to  a  pastor-parish 
relations  committee. 

Although  the  ruling  deals  a 
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blow  to  our  previous  under¬ 
standing  of  pastors’  tax  status, 
it’s  important  to  note  that  the 
appeals  court’s  majority  ruling 
neither  defined  religion  nor 
attempted  to  determine  the 
church’s  role  in  society. 

In  addition,  the  ruling  does 
not  lessen  the  value  of  United 
Methodist  pastors  in  their  voca¬ 
tion. 

What  the  ruling  does  say, 
however,  is  that  when  churches 
and  pastors  claim  the  privileges 
of  business  under  the  tax  code, 
they  must  expect  to  be  evaluat¬ 
ed  by  the  same  rules  that  apply 
to  all  businesses. 

This  ruling  also  means  that 
congregations  will  need  to 
adjust  their  finances  and  book¬ 
keeping  procedures  in  paying 
their  pastors  and  that  pastors 
will  need  to  change  the  way  they 
file  their  federal  income  taxes. 

In  our  opinion,  none  of  these 
changes  in  procedures  poses  a 
threat — so  far — to  freedom  of 
religious  expression  as  guaran 
teed  by  the  First  Amendment  to 
the  U.S.  Constitution. 

However,  to  lessen  the  likeli¬ 
hood  that  future  rulings  might 
encroach  upon  religious  rights, 
we  encourage  officials  at  all  lev¬ 
els  of  the  church  to  meet  regu 
larly  with  local,  state  and  feder¬ 
al  regulatory  authorities  on  tax 
and  other  issues. 

In  other  words,  church  lead¬ 
ers  have  a  responsibility  to  keep 
government  officials  informed 
on  what  the  church  is,  lest  gov 
ernment  officials  define  it  into 
something  it  isn’t. 

In  this  way,  church  leaders  can 
model  good  citizenship  as  out¬ 
lined  in  Romans  13.  That  respon¬ 
sibility,  according  to  the  Apostle 
Paul,  includes:  "Pay  to  all  what  is 
due  them — taxes  to  whom  taxes 
are  due,  revenue  to  whom  rev 
enue  is  due _ ”  (Romans  13:7). 


UMC  colleges  should  be  commended 
for  the  good  education  they  provide 


Someone  has  apparently  told 
Janice  Johnson  (see  UMR,  Aug. 
4)  that  costs  are  impossibly  high 
and  scholarships  impossibly  low 
for  students  who  contemplate 
studying  for  lay  careers  at  United 
Methodist  colleges  and  universi¬ 
ties.  My  wife  and  I  are  pleased  to 
give  evidence  of  a  different  and 
positive  situation. 

We  are  the  parents  of  three 
United  Methodist  lay  people,  all 
graduates  of  our  church’s  own 
universities.  All  have  respected 
their  dad’s  calling  as  a  pastor,  but 
each  one  answered  a  call  to  anoth¬ 
er  profession:  as  lawyer,  opera 
singer,  and  children’s  hospital 
counselor. 

All  received  scholarships  and 
grants  from  their  undergraduate 
schools.  With  help  from  their  own 
earnings  and  from  home,  our  Jim 
and  John  graduated  debt-free 
from  Oklahoma  City  University. 
Our  Martha  had  a  similar  happy 
experience  at  Southwestern  Uni¬ 
versity  in  Georgetown,  Texas. 

Total  costs  for  each  student, 
after  scholarships,  were  no  more 
than  their  high  school  classmates 
were  charged  at  Oklahoma  Uni¬ 
versity  or  Texas  A&M. 

Each  year  my  wife,  Dorothy 
Leonard  Atkins,  and  I  make  gifts 
to  our  kids’  three  United 
Methodist  schools.  Our  family 
has  been  blessed  in  receiving.  We 
want  to  honor  Christ  as  channels 
of  blessing. 

J.  Noble  Atkins 
Taylor,  Texas 

Inaccuracies  corrected 

A  letter  from  Janice  Johnson 
(see  UMR,  Aug.  4)  addresses  con¬ 
cerns  about  United  Methodist- 
related  higher  education.  Her  let¬ 
ter,  unfortunately,  contains  two 
inaccuracies. 

Ms.  Johnson's  contention  that 
scholarships  at  United  Methodist- 
related  institutions  .  .  are  limit¬ 
ed  only  to  those  pursuing  careers 
in  the  church”  is  not  accurate. 

All  United  Methodist-related 
institutions  offer  scholarships  to 
students  pursing  studies  in  every 
academic  field. 

As  to  the  cost  of  public  educa- 
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As  the  church,  ' we '  are  more 
important  that ' you  and  /' 


By  DARRYL  R.  OWEN 

The  author  John  Hammond 
penned,  “We  are  more  important 
than  you  and  I.” 

The  church  would  do  well  to 
heed  Hammond’s  words,  for 
we’re  facing  a  tremendous  task. 
We  have  entered  into  an  age,  and 
have  been  living  within  it  for 
some  time  now,  in  which  individ¬ 
ualism  is  the  way  of  life  for  two 
generations  and  a  third  coming  up 
behind  them. 

Individualism  is  not  individual¬ 
ity.  Individuality  makes  us  who  we 

The  idea  of  "we" 
points  to  community. 
The  church  has  always 
been  a  "we"  model  of 
life. 


My  Witness 
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The  Rev.  Darryl  R. 
Owen  is  pastor  of 
Beaver  (Okla.) 
United  Methodist 
Church  (Okla¬ 
homa  Annual 
Conference). 


are.  Individualism  separates  us 
from  one  another.  Those  who  prac¬ 
tice  individualism  try  to  survive  all 
by  themselves  in  the  world. 

When  Hammond  wrote  those 
words  he  was  speaking  against 
individualism.  The  phrase  "you 
and  I"  is  a  separationist  phrase. 
This  is  largely  how  the  world  lives 
now,  in  the  "you  and  I”  realm. 

This  philosophy  of  life  has  even 
taken  its  toll  on  the  church.  "You 
and  I"  struggle  individually  in  our 
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The  1 99S  class  of  Wesleyan  College  in  Macon,  Ga.,  is  among  hundreds  of  students  who  seek 
education  for  lay  careers  at  United  Methodist-related  colleges  and  universities,  say  two  read¬ 
ers  (see  related  ietters  at  left). 


lives  just  to  make  it,  and  so  “you 
and  1”  don’t  have  time  or  the  desire 
to  work  as  “we”  in  the  church. 

The  idea  of  "we”  points  to 
community.  The  church  has 
always  been  a  “we"  model  of  life. 
That’s  because  humanity  was  cre¬ 
ated  to  be  "we.” 

“We”  have  always  worked 
together  to  make  a  difference  in 
our  communities  and  the  world.  If 
the  church  loses  the  “we”  identi¬ 
ty,  then  “church”  has  been 
stripped  of  its  theological  roots 
and  its  ecclesiological  roots  and  it 
will  become  no  more  than  anoth¬ 
er  social  institution. 

The  claim  that  we  are  more 
important  than  you  and  I  goes 
against  the  grain  of  contemporary 
philosophy.  But  the  church  has 
always  stood  on  the  side  of  God 
when  it  comes  to  philosophies 
which  threaten  humanity.  We, 
together. 
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tion  versus  church-related  higher 
education,  one  must  keep  in  mind 
that  public  education  is  not  “less 
expensive.”  Our  tax  support  of 
[public]  higher  education  acts,  in 
a  sense,  as  a  scholarship  for  stu¬ 
dents.  Some  sources  indicate  that 
the  subsidy  per  student  is  as  much 
as  $4,000. 

Our  church-related  colleges  do 
not  have  the  same  resources  avail¬ 
able  to  them.  The  colleges  are  pro¬ 
viding  nearly  $550  million  in 
scholarships  and  fellowships  to 
students  from  the  institutions’ 
resources. 

One  of  the  greatest  needs  we 
have,  of  course,  is  increased 
scholarship  support  for  United 
Methodists  at  United  Methodist- 
related  institutions.  Local  church¬ 
es  are  essential  partners  in  pro¬ 
moting  educational  opportunity 
and  scholarship  support  for  stu¬ 
dents  at  our  United  Methodist- 
related  colleges. 

James  A.  Noseworthy 

Nashville,  Tennessee 

Editor's  note:  Mr.  Noseworthy 
is  a  staff  member  of  the  General 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry. 

It  was  a  privilege 

It  was  a  privilege  to  share  wor¬ 
ship  space  with  Rev.  Jeanne 
Audrey  Powers  as  she  publicly 
acknowledged  her  gender  orien¬ 
tation  at  the  recent  Reconciling 
Congregations  Convocation  in 
Minneapolis  (see  UMR,  July  14). 
I  stand  with  her  as  a  colleague  and 
brother  in  faith,  as  an  openly  gay 
United  Methodist  pastor,  partici¬ 
pating  in  a  political  act  of  resis¬ 
tance  in  order  that  the  church  can 
continue  to  struggle  in  dis-ease. 

I  join  thousands  of  other  cler¬ 
gy,  both  gay  and  straight,  who  are 
choosing  not  to  give  in  to  fear  and 
unjust  laws;  together  we  are  clear 
that  gay,  lesbian,  bisexual  and 
transgendered  people  are  also 
holy  children  of  God.  We  are  a 
human  variant  within  the  spec¬ 
trum  of  human  sexuality,  and  one 
that  can  be  healthy  and  whole.  All 
of  humanity  are  chosen  people! 

It  is  a  privilege  to  live  in  the 
mystery  of  God  and  to  be 
involved  in  humbling  dialogue 
with  many  United  Methodists 


Ronald  P.  Patterson  4°bn  A.  Lovelace 
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today.  It  is  my  ongoing  prayer  that 
all  of  us  will  continue  to  accept 
and  respect  diversity,  be  in  coop¬ 
eration  with  God’s  grace,  and  con¬ 
tinue  to  work  towards  greater  and 
greater  freedom  for  God’s  earth 
community. 

Rich  Rossiter 
Coloma,  Michigan 

What's  in  a  number? 

There  are  two  sides  to  a  lot  of 
issues/news  that  are  published  in 
the  Reporter.  I  believe  you  should 
tell  us  how  many  comments  on 
these  issues  you  receive  that  are 
pro  and  con. 

For  example,  the  news  about  the 
Rev.  Jeanne  Audrey  Powers 
announcing  that  she  is  a  lesbian 
produced  a  letter  commending  her 
and  a  letter  critical  of  her 
announcement  (see  UMR,  July  28). 

I  understand  your  purpose  in 
getting  the  news  to  us  and  giving 
us  an  “example"  of  the  response. 
But  this  implies  that  the  responses 
are  almost  50-50  when  you  pub¬ 
lish  one  “pro”  and  one  “con.”  The 
people  I  have  talked  to  are  certain¬ 
ly  not  evenly  divided  on  their  opin¬ 
ions  of  this  announcement.  (Count 
me  among  those  “critical”  of  the 
announcement,  by  the  way.) 

Robert  R.  Pair 
Trinity,  Texas 

Editor’s  note:  Letters  are 
selected  for  publication  on  the 
basis  of  clarity,  brevity,  originali¬ 
ty,  accuracy  and  diversity  of  view¬ 
points,  sex  and  geography. 

Letters  also  are  selected  by  ratio 
to  represent  the  volume  of  view¬ 
points  received.  Thus  the  ratio  of 
published  viewpoints  corresponds 
to  the  ratio  of  opinions  received  by 
the  newspaper. 

Don't  abandon  cities! 

If  there  needed  to  be  a  strong 
symbol  of  the  ways  in  which  The 
United  Methodist  Church  is  reg¬ 
ularly  abandoning  its  presence  in 
the  great  cities  of  the  United 
States,  the  recommendation  to 
move  the  offices  of  The  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  to 
Reston,  Va„  (see  UMR,  July  21) 
takes  the  prize! 

The  principal  mission  frontier 
in  this  country  is  in  the  cities.  Why 
this  church  continues  to  turn  its 
back  on  the  peoples  of  the  cities 
is  almost  beyond  my  belief  and 
comprehension. 

To  move  from  the  hurly-burly 
of  Manhattan  where  staff  and  vis¬ 
itors  and  directors  all  must  rub 
elbows  with  the  wondrous  range 


of  peoples  in  New  York  City  to  the 
pristine  enclave  of  suburbia 
seems  to  me  to  be  absolutely  a  vis¬ 
ible  sign  of  what  is  wrong  with 
this  country.  Indeed,  the  suburban 
captivity  of  the  church  is  for  real. 
Shame  on  the  UMC! 

My  preference  has  always  been 
for  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
to  remain  right  where  it  is  in  New 
York  City  and  thus  avoid  the 
expenditure  of  relocation  to  say 
nothing  of  the  paralysis  that  will 
hit  the  work  as  staff  retire  or  relo¬ 
cate. 

I  feel  the  decision  of  the  1992 
General  Conference  was  unwar¬ 
ranted  and  unwise.  Studies  have 
already  expended  valuable  mission 
dollars  that  would  be  better  put  into 
city  mission  work.  I’d  like  to  think 
the  call  to  abandon  the  city  will 
cause  delegates  to  the  1 996  Gener¬ 
al  Conference  to  rethink  the  issue. 

Ridgway  F.  Shinn,  Jr. 

Johnston.  Rhode  Island 

Re-examine  the  move 

Re:  Marc  Rogers'  letter  to  the 
editor  (see  UMR.  Aug.  4)  con¬ 
cerning  moving  the  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  from  New  York 
City  to  Washington. 

My  comment:  AMEN! 

Washington  is  not  a  “central" 
location,  which  is  what  the  church 
membership  asked  for.  This  issue 
needs  to  be  re-examined  carefully! 

Virginia  B.  Gatlin 
Dallas,  Texas 

Don't  make  it  worse 

UMR's  July  14  editorial  analy¬ 
sis  spoke  of  the  church’s  “dismal" 
record  in  having  only  1 2.4  percent 
of  our  membership  in  the  0  to  35 
age  bracket  when  the  national 
population  shows  53.2%  in  that 
bracket.  While  I  suspect  the  fig¬ 
ures  are  dismal,  you  ought  not 
make  the  statistics  worse  than 
they  probably  are. 

The  analysis  overlooked  the 
fact  that  United  Methodist 
churches  do  not  normally  receive 
young  people  into  full  member¬ 
ship  until  they  are  up  in  their  teens 
and  have  taken  the  preparatory 
membership  class.  Many  of  our 
youths  fail  to  do  this  and  do  not 
join  until  they  are  up  out  of  their 
schooling  years  in  their  twenties. 

A  more  accurate  comparison 
would  be  between  the  national 
population  between  25  and  35  and 
the  percentage  of  our  own  mem¬ 
bership  in  that  bracket. 

Tom  Pendell 
Balboa,  California 


Image 


People’s  judgments  are  often  based  on  what 
they  see  or  perceive.  A  professionally  published 
national  newspaper  with  you  as  front  page  news 
enhances  the  image  of  your  local  congregation. 

This  Is  An  Opportunity  You  Need  To  Investigate  Now! 
Compare  Your  Costs  and  UMR  Investment  Today! 


Call  Us  Now! 

Kay  Fielder 

P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275 
(214)630-6495  (800)947-0207 

FAX:  (214)630-0079 
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Faith  Watch 


From  news  and  staff  reports 

\ _ S 

TERRORISM:  Testimony  on 
cross  burnings,  racial  slurs, 
poverty,  terrorism  and  work- 
related  injuries  carried  out 
against  ethnic  minority  people 
marked  the  recent  meeting  of  the 
United  Methodist  Racism  in 
Rural  America  Task  Force.  The 
task  force  was  established  by  the 
churchwide  Commission  on 
Religion  and  Race  to  study  per¬ 
sonal  and  institutional  racism.  It 
will  report  to  the  church's  1996 
legislative  General  Conference. 

STEEPLE  GONE:  Aldersgate 
United  Methodist  Church  in 
Molino,  Fla.,  lost  its  steeple 
when  Hurricane  Erin  struck 

the  Florida  Panhandle  Aug.  3. 
Other  church-related  damage  in 
the  area  was  reported  as  minor. 

NEW  PERSPECTIVE:  Cente¬ 
nary  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Los  Angeles  hosted  a  dialogue 
Aug.  6  on  “Hiroshima/Nagasa- 
ki,  A  Japanese  American  Per¬ 
spective,”  sponsored  by  the  Cali¬ 
fornia  Pacific  Japanese  American 
United  Methodist  Caucus. 

FRENCH  RAPPED:  The  head  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church's 
social  action  and  advocacy 
agency,  the  Rev.  Thom  White 
Wolf  Fassett,  issued  a  state¬ 
ment  in  Washington  Aug.  7  say¬ 
ing  France’s  decision  to  resume 
nuclear  testing  in  French  Poly¬ 
nesia  “endangers  the  health  of 
the  people  in  the  region  and  the 
environment”  and  breaks  the 
spirit  of  recent  negotiations  by 
France  to  extend  the  Nuclear 
Non-Proliferation  Treaty. 

WITNESSES:  United 
Methodists  were  part  of  the  inter¬ 
faith  "August  Desert  Witness 
1995"  Aug.  4-9  in  Nevada  com¬ 
memorating  the  50th  anniversary 
of  the  nuclear  bombing  of 
Hiroshima  and  Nagasaki.  On 
Aug.  6,  retired  Bishop  C.  Dale 
White  was  liturgist  for  a  wor¬ 
ship  service  on  public  ground 
near  the  federally-owned  Nevada 
Test  Site  65  miles  northwest  of 
Las  Vegas.  Retired  Bishop 
Leontine  Kelly  offered  reflec¬ 
tions  and  recalled  other  experi¬ 
ences  of  nonviolent  actions 
against  the  government.  After  the 
service,  the  Rev.  Randy  Day  of 
Ridgefield,  Conn.,  and  Wesley 
Yamaka,  a  retired  staff  member 
of  the  United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society, 
were  among  184  demonstrators 
who  crossed  onto  the  test  site 
property  and  were  immediately 
arrested  by  police. 

TELL  WHY:  The  National 
Christian  Council  in  Sri  Lanka 
has  challenged  the  Sri  Lankan 
government  to  explain  the  rea¬ 
sons  for  the  deportation  of  a 
United  Methodist  missionary, 
Kenneth  Mulder,  and  for  a  police 
raid  on  the  council’s  headquar¬ 
ters.  Mr.  Mulder,  a  26-year-old 
American,  was  deported  from 
Colombo  late  last  month  without 
being  charged.  He  has  been 
reported  safely  at  home  in  Ada, 
Mich,  (see  UMR,  Aug.  11). 


UMC  urged:  'Speed  up  or  die  in  Africa' 


By  DENISE  IOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

NAIROBI,  Kenya-The  United 
Methodist  Church  must  “speed 
up"  its  work  on  the  continent  of 
Africa  if  the  church  there  intends 
to  survive  during  the  next  century. 

That  was  the  contention  of  the 
Rev.  Jose  Chipenda,  general  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  All  Africa  Conference 
of  Churches,  last  week  as  he  gave 
the  keynote  address  during  the  bi¬ 
annual  meeting  of  the  United 
Methodist  Africa  Church  Growth 
and  Development  Committee. 

The  policymaking  committee 
consists  of  representatives  of  13 
United  Methodist  annual  confer¬ 
ences  in  eight  African  countries 
and  mission  leaders  from  the 
United  States  and  Europe. 

The  meeting  Aug.  5-10  in 
Nairobi  dealt  with  evangelism, 
leadership  development  and 
church  construction  on  the 
African  continent. 

Five  major  challenges 

Dr.  Chipenda  gave  some  50 
delegates  and  guests  five  major 
challenges  for  United  Methodists 
to  remember  as  they  continue  to 
glorify  God  in  Africa: 

1.  The  population  explosion 

In  1957,  the  population  of 
Africa  was  one-half  that  of 
Europe.  In  1985,  the  population 
was  the  same.  In  1995,  the  popu¬ 
lation  of  Europe  was  480  million 
people,  Africa's  650  million. 

By  the  year  2025.  Africa  is 
expected  to  have  one  billion  peo¬ 
ple. 

In  addition,  the  majority  of 
European  population  is  old,  that 
of  Africa  under  25. 

“What  does  that  mean  for  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists?”  Dr.  Chipenda 
asked. 

“As  Methodists,  it  means  that 
if  your  membership  does  not 
increase  with  the  population  of 
Africa,  you  will  be  left  behind." 

“Warlords  can  take  young  peo¬ 
ple  at  any  age  and  train  them  to 


fight  us  in  our  own  countries.  This 
has  made  it  more  difficult  to  claim 
young  people  for  Christ." 

2.  Decrease  in  food  produc¬ 
tion 

At  one  time,  most  African 
countries  produced  their  own 
food,  said  Dr.  Chipenda,  which 
was  enough  for  all  their  people. 
Today,  at  least  60  percent  of  the 
food  consumed  in  Africa  is 
imported. 

“We  don’t  have  to  go  outside 
our  own  countries  to  be  turned 
into  slaves,”  said  the  African  ecu¬ 
menical  leader.  "We  have  become 
slaves  in  our  own  countries 
because  we  are  not  producing 
enough  food  to  feed  ourselves.” 

3.  Africa  may  become  a 
wilderness  wasteland 

Years  ago.  most  of  Africa  was 
a  fertile  land  that  could  support 
the  people,  which  kept  them  sta¬ 
bilized  in  their  own  communities. 

Today,  because  of  the  lack  of 
rain,  drought  and  unconcern  for 
the  natural  preservation  of  land, 
much  of  Africa  has  become  a  dry 
wasteland.  More  and  more  people 
are  beginning  to  die  before  their 
time. 

4.  Crisis  of  urbanization 

Never  in  the  history  of  the 
African  continent  have  so  many 
people  left  rural  villages  to  live  in 
the  city.  The  cities  are  not 
equipped  to  provide  food  and 
social  services  for  the  influx. 

5.  Decrease  in  values  and 
lifestyles 

The  fight  for  wealth  between 
the  haves  and  have  nots  has 
prompted  a  rash  of  wars  within 
African  countries.  These  wars 
give  the  countries  a  constant  cli¬ 
mate  of  corruption  and  violence. 

'God  is  in  control' 

"You  may  ask,  ‘If  these  are  the 
challenges,  what  is  the  All  Africa 
Conference  of  Churches  doing?-" 
said  Dr.  Chipenda. 

"I  agree  with  [United  Methodist] 
Bishop  Alfred  Ndoricimpa  of 


PHOTO  BY  L.  CHARLES  STOVALL 

NAIROBI,  Kenya-The  Rev.  Jose  Chipenda,  chief  executive  of  the  All  Africa  Conference  of 
Churches,  tells  the  Africa  Church  Growth  and  Development  Committee  of  the  challenges 
facing  Africa  (see  story  at  left).  At  the  far  left  in  the  photo  is  the  Rev.  Robert  Harman,  head 
of  the  World  Division  of  the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 


Burundi  when  he  says,  ‘Don’t 
worry.  The  church  is  growing.’ We 
don’t  worry  because  God  is  in  con¬ 
trol.  But  God  says,  ‘I  need  your 
hands  and  your  feet  to  help  the  peo¬ 
ple  through  these  crises.’” 

Dr.  Chipenda  described  to  the 
committee  how  his  umbrella 
organization  has  helped  mobilize 
142  African  Christian  churches  in 
the  areas  of  evangelism,  witness, 
service  and  unity  through  consul¬ 
tations  and  special  programs.  The 
conference  of  churches,  which 
was  formed  in  1963,  one  month 
before  the  Organization  on 


African  Unity,  is  led  by  its  presi¬ 
dent,  Archbishop  Desmond  Tutu 
of  South  Africa. 

Dr.  Chipenda  said  Christians 
around  the  world  always  ask, 
“How  can  the  church  in  Africa 
deal  with  these  problems  when 
the  African  people  are  destroying 
their  own  countries?” 

He  said,  for  example,  that  out 
of  92  civil  conflicts,  79  conflicts 
have  been  within  the  borders  of 
various  African  countries. 

Most  recently,  the  African 
church  conference’s  focus  has 
been  the  conflicts  in  Liberia, 


Angola,  Somalia,  Burundi  and 
especially  Rwanda. 

In  light  of  the  conflicts,  he  said, 
the  role  of  the  All  Africa  Confer¬ 
ence  of  Churches  is  to  focus  on 
reconciliation  ministries,  espe¬ 
cially  trying  to  solve  what  can  be 
solved  through  the  church,  “but 
first  we  must  have  a  holistic 
approach  and  begin  to  work  for 
peace.” 

More  reports  from  Ms.  Sto¬ 
vall's  recent  trip  to  Africa  will 
appear  in  future  issues  of  the 
Reporter. 


African  United  Methodists  worry  that  violence 
bars  church  members'  support  of  mission  work 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

NAIROBI,  Kenya — If  you 
think  American  United  Methodists 
are  the  only  folks  in  the  church  con¬ 
cerned  about  the  soaring  costs  of 
doing  mission,  you  haven’t  talked 
to  any  African  United  Methodists 
lately. 

During  the  recent  meeting  of 
the  church’s  Africa  Growth  and 
Development  Committee  (see 
related  story  above),  the  two  most 
dramatic  debates  involved  the 
same  subject:  Accountability  for 
mission  money. 

Whether  it  was  said  in  French. 
Portuguese  or  English,  the  ques¬ 
tion  was  the  same:  “Is  it  fair  for 
African  United  Methodists  to  ask 
the  general  church  for  financial 
support  for  their  mission  pro¬ 
grams  when  African  United 
Methodists  don’t  have  matching 
monies  to  give?” 

The  strongest  response  came 


from  the  Rev.  Kennedy  Marange, 
the  committee’s  newly  elected  vice 
chairman  and  superintendent  of  the 
Mutoko  District  in  the  church's 
Zimbabwe  Annual  Conference. 

“You  must  go  home  to  your 
annual  conferences  and  tell  the 
people  that  they  must  try  and  giv^ 
at  least  something  to  the  Africa 
Church  Growth  and  Development 
Fund,”  he  pleaded. 

“You  cannot  just  milk  this  cow. 
We  have  to  feed  it.” 

Christian  Oesch,  a  delegate 
representing  the  European  Cen¬ 
tral  Conference  from  Freinstein, 
Switzerland,  told  the  Reporter 
that  the  Africa  Church  Growth 
committee  may  be  unique  in  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodism.  That’s  because  it 
is  believed  to  be  the  only  elected 
body  where  receivers  of  mission 
funds  must  be  donors  as  well. 

Created  by  the  church’s  leg¬ 
islative  General  Conference  in 
1980,  the  committee  dispenses 


Clergywomen  help  build  a  'miracle'  home 

ATLANTA— Family,  friends  and  United  Methodist  clergywomen  cheer  Vanessa  Brown 
(right,  facing  forward)  as  she  formally  takes  title  to  her  new  home  obtained  through 
Habitat  for  Humanity.  For  details  on  how  the  church  accomplished  what  Habitat  offi¬ 
cials  called  a  "miracle",  see  the  story  and  photos  on  Page  4. 


resources  to  enhance  The  United 
Methodist  Church  on  the  conti¬ 
nent  of  Africa.  Financial  gifts  are 
designated  through  the  Advance 
for  Christ  and  his  Church,  the 
denomination’s  second-mile  giv¬ 
ing  program. 

Committee  members  are  elect¬ 
ed  from  the  church’s  13  regional 
annual  conferences  in  Africa, 
from  its  European  mission  boards 
and  from  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

Effects  of  war 

During  the  week-long  meeting, 
delegates  reminded  each  other  of 
the  effects  that  constant  war  and 
violence  in  Africa  have  on  donors. 

Continued  unrest  makes  it  dif¬ 
ficult  if  not  impossible  for  African 
United  Methodists  to  increase 
their  mission  giving  above  their 
“fair  share”  allotments  in  amounts 
that  keep  pace  with  to  their  mem¬ 
bership  growth. 

They  heard  such  stories  as: 

✓  Church  leaders  being  afraid 
to  continue  their  work  for  Christ 
at  a  mission  station  in  eastern 
Angola  without  being  escorted 
through  the  property  by  military 
police  to  avoid  the  suspected  15 
landmines  buried  en  route; 

✓  United  Methodist  Women 
carrying  paper  sacks  filled  with 
7,000  Zaire  dollars  (equivalent  to 
$1  U.S.)  in  an  effort  to  feed  a  few 
beans  and  rice  to  starving  refugee 
children; 

✓  A  pastor  trying  to  be  a  good 
shepherd  to  his  flock  of  refugee 
members  when  he  and  his  family 
are  refugees  themselves; 

Nevertheless,  after  finally 
agreeing  that  African  United 


Methodists  must  still  be  good 
stewards  of  general  church  funds, 
the  committee  voted: 

✓Leadership  development 
grants  totaling  $445,000  through 
1999  to  be  used  for  Christian  edu¬ 
cation  courses,  agricultural  train¬ 
ing,  undergraduate  and  graduate 
study  and  theological  studies: 

✓Church  construction  totaling 
$  1 30,426  to  be  used  for  new  sanc¬ 
tuaries.  parsonages  and  an  office 
for  the  newest  annual  conference 
in  Nigeria; 

✓  Evangelism  and  community 
outreach  programs  totaling 
$130,477  for  such  programs  as  a 
peanut  farm  to  feed  starving  fami¬ 
lies  as  well  as  to  teach  them  a  trade. 

Dr.  William  Humbane,  staff 
executive  for  the  Africa  Church 
Growth  and  Development  Pro¬ 
gram,  said  these  grants  will  be 
made  upon  receipt  of  contributions 
of  mission  funds  from  all  African 
conferences. 

Other  changes 

In  addition,  conference  treasur¬ 
ers  will  be  asked  to  submit  a 
financial  statement  detailing  the 
use  of  grants  from  1993  and  1994 
and  timelines  for  completion  of 
educational  requirements,  con¬ 
struction  or  evangelism  programs. 

The  committee  approved  a  new 
structure  in  line  with  other  agen¬ 
cies  of  the  general  church  to 
reduce  administrative  costs. 

Delegates  will  now  come  from 
the  church’s  1 1  episcopal  areas  in 
Africa  instead  of  from  the  13 
annual  conferences. 

The  committee  also  agreed  to 
meet  only  once  every  four  years 
instead  of  biennially. 


Baptists, 
Faith&Values 
hit  impasse 

By  C.C.  RISENHOOVER 
Baptist  Press 

FORT  WORTH.  Texas— 
Negotiations  with  the 
Faith&Values  channel  regard¬ 
ing  American  Christian  Tele¬ 
vision  System  (ACTS)  pro¬ 
gramming  have  not  worked 
out  as  hoped.  Jack  Johnson, 
president  of  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Radio  and  Television  Com¬ 
mission,  said  Aug.  8. 

The  commission  operates 
the  ACTS  cable  television  ser¬ 
vice. 

“We  think  negotiations  are 
at  an  impasse,”  Mr.  Johnson 
said,  adding  that  an  Aug.  11 
commission  trustees  meeting 
had  been  canceled. 

The  trustee  session  was  to 
approve  or  disapprove  a  possi¬ 
ble  agreement  between  ACTS, 
Liberty  Media  and  the  National 
Interfaith  Cable  Coalition  that 
would  keep  the  Baptist  network 
on  the  Faith&Values  channel 
(see  UMR,  Aug.  4). 

The  National  Interfaith 
Cable  Coalition  owns  5 1  per¬ 
cent  of  the  channel,  and  Liber¬ 
ty  Media,  a  subsidiary  of  TCI 
(the  nation’s  largest  cable  oper¬ 
ator),  owns  49  percent. 

“This  conclusion  is  reached 
in  part  because  of  the  failure  of 
the  Faith&Values  channel 
management  to  negotiate  in 
good  faith  with  regard  to  the 
placement  of  ACTS  program¬ 
ming  in  the  Fall  schedule."  Mr. 
Johnson  alleged.  He  said  other 
options  will  be  considered. 


McDonald's  arches  better  known  than  cross 


Ecumenical  News  International 

LONDON — The  McDonald's 
logo  (double  arches)  and  the  shell 
used  by  an  international  petrole¬ 
um  company  are  better  known 
symbols  than  the  Christian  cross, 
according  to  a  survey  of  7.000 
people  in  six  countries. 

However,  best  known  of  all, 
the  survey  found,  are  the  five 
linked  rings  of  the  Olympic 
movement.  Of  the  people  sur¬ 
veyed,  92  percent  correctly  iden¬ 
tified  the  (Olympic  symbol. 

The  Shell  and  McDonald’s 


Shell's  and  McDonald's  logos  were  recognized 
by  88  percent  of  those  surveyed  in  six  countries. 
The  cross  was  correctly  identified  by  54  percent. 


logos  were  each  recognized  by  88 
percent  of  those  surveyed.  The 
cross  was  correctly  identified  by  54 
percent,  while  36  percent  recog¬ 
nized  the  United  Nations  symbol. 

The  survey  was  conducted  by 
a  sponsorship  and  sports  market¬ 
ing  research  firm.  Sponsorship 


Research  International,  based  in 
London. 

Research  specialist  firms  in 
Australia,  Germany,  India,  Japan, 
the  United  Kingdom  and  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States  carried  out  the  inter¬ 
views.  Each  participant  was 
shown  nine  well-known  logos. 
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Clergywomen  help  build  house 
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ATLANTA— United  Methodist  student  intern  pastor  Mary  Ann  Rose  (left)  of  Haygood  Memo¬ 
rial  United  Methodist  Church  in  Atlanta  installs  concrete  forms  for  the  driveway  at  a  Habitat 
for  Humanity  House  in  Atlanta  on  Aug.  5.  United  Methodist  Bishop  Mary  Ann  Swenson  of 
Denver  (right)  nails  stair  railings  at  the  same  house.  They  were  among  about  70  clergywomen 
from  across  the  United  States  who  helped  complete  the  Habitat  house  prior  to  the  Interna¬ 
tional  United  Methodist  Clergywomen's  Consultation  in  Atlanta  Aug.  7-11. 


BISHOP  RECOVERING: 
United  Methodist  Bishop  L. 
Bevel  Jones  III.  Charlotte 
(N.C.)  Area,  is  recuperating 
from  bypass  surgery  done  at 
Charlotte's  Presbyterian  Hospital 
July  26.  Doctors  discovered  the 
blockage  during  a  routine  physi¬ 
cal  exam. 

SIREN  SYSTEM:  A  $15,000 
grant  from  the  United 
Methodist  North  Alabama 
(regional)  Conference  will 
allow  the  communities  of 
Goshen  and  Spring  Garden, 
Ala.,  to  be  included  in  the  new 
Piedmont  Area  Siren  System. 
The  system  will  provide  early 
warning  of  storms  such  as  the 
devastating  tornado  that  struck 
the  area  on  Palm  Sunday  1994. 

ASBURY  THANKSGIVING: 
C.  Faith  Richardson,  president 
of  the  United  Methodist  Histori¬ 
cal  Society,  will  participate  in 
the  Francis  Asbury  Thanksgiv¬ 
ing  Service  Aug.  21  at  All 
Saints  Church  in  West 
Bromwich,  England  commemo¬ 
rating  the  250th  anniversary  of 
Asbury 's  birth. 

ATOMIC  BOMB:  The  Rev. 
Alan  Geyer,  United  Methodist 
clergyman  and  professor  at  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist-related  Wesley 
Theological  Seminary,  preached 
at  morning  worship  in  Wash¬ 
ington  National  Cathedral, 
where  he  is  resident  ethicist,  on 
the  50th  anniversary  of  the 
atomic  bomb  attack  on  Hiroshi¬ 
ma,  Japan,  on  Aug.  6. 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

ATLANTA — The  lavender 
house  with  white  trim  throbbed 
with  the  racketing  of  hammers, 
the  whine  of  an  electric  saw,  the 
laughter  and  chatter  of  some  two 
dozen  clergywomen  and  an  occa¬ 
sional  burst  of  song. 

On  their  knees 

"I  never  saw  so  many  clergy¬ 
women  on  their  knees  in  my 
life — except  at  communion!” 
exclaimed  the  Rev.  Joanne 
("Pep”)  Cooke  of  Roseville,  Ill. 
Dr.  Cooke  was  referring  to  a  line 
of  clergywomen  on  their  knees 
hammering  a  baseboard  into 
place. 

The  women,  in  Atlanta  for  the 
1995  International  United 
Methodist  Clergywomen's  Con¬ 
sultation,  were  completing  a  Habi¬ 
tat  for  Humanity  house  which  will 
be  home  to  single  mother  Vanessa 
Brown  and  her  three  children. 

More  than  130  clergywomen 
from  around  the  world  worked  on 
the  house  Aug.  5-7.  But  the 
lionesses’  share  of  the  work  had 
been  completed  before  the  con¬ 
sultation  group  arrived. 

Five  congregations  helped 

For  a  month,  members — men 
and  women — of  five  Atlanta 
United  Methodist  congregations 
measured,  sawed,  hammered, 
caulked  and  roofed  the  sturdy 
four-bedroom,  two-bath  house. 

All  five  are  led  by  clergywomen 
from  the  church's  North  Georgia 
regional  annual  conference.  Partic¬ 
ipating  congregations  were 
Epworth,  Grant  Park.  Glenn 
Memorial.  Haygood  Memorial  and 
Cedar  Grove  United  Methodist. 

Plans  for  the  house  began  two 
years  ago. 


"We  wanted  to  leave  some 
thing  with  Atlanta,  not  just  take 
something  away,”  said  the  Rev. 
Susan  Johnson  Morrison,  a  pro¬ 
ject  coordinator. 

Clergywomen  around  the 
country  raised  more  than  $35,000 
for  supplies  to  build  the  house. 
The  Day  Foundation  (Days  Inn) 
matched  that  amount,  making  it 
possible  for  another  Habitat  for 
Humanity  house  to  be  built  in  the 
coming  year. 

The  Rev.  Martha  Forrest  of 
Atlanta,  on-site  coordinator,  said 


the  money  has  allowed  small  con¬ 
gregations  that  could  never  have 
raised  the  money  to  build  a  Habi¬ 
tat  house  on  their  own  to  partici¬ 
pate  in  this  project. 

“You  know  what  I  like  about 
this?”  Ms.  Forrest  asked  rhetori¬ 
cally.  “You  can  see  it  happening. 
So  many  things  [clergy]  do,  you 
can't.” 

On  Aug.  7,  a  service  of  dedica¬ 
tion  was  held  in  the  front  yard. 
Ms.  Brown,  surrounded  by  her 
children,  wept  tears  of  gratitude 
as  the  clergywomen  sang,  "Sure¬ 


ly  the  presence  of  the  Lord  is  in 
this  place." 

“We  leave  you  a  house  whose 
cornerstone  is  Jesus  Christ,"  Ms. 
Morrison  told  Ms.  Brown.  Habi¬ 
tat  for  Humanity  board  member 
Kathy  Harber  of  Atlanta  present¬ 
ed  a  plaque  to  the  clergywomen. 
On  the  plaque  was  a  hammer. 

"The  fingerprints  of  all  of  you 
are  on  this  hammer,"  she  told 
some  40  women  and  a  half-dozen 
men  who  had  assembled  for  the 
dedication.  "You  have  helped  cre¬ 
ate  a  miracle.” 


AUGUST  18,  1995 

UM  women 
will  take  part 
in  China  meet 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

United  Methodists  will  be 
among  the  participants  in  an 
international  gathering  in 
China  aimed  at  improving  the 
lives  of  girls  and  women 
worldwide. 

Delegates  from  more  than 
180  nations  to  the  United 
Nations  Fourth  World  Confer¬ 
ence  on  Women  Sept.  4-15  in 
Beijing,  China,  will  approve  a 
platform  for  action  designed  to 
help  set  international  policy 
into  the  next  century. 

A  parallel  conference  or 
forum  for  representatives  of 
nongovernmental  organiza¬ 
tions  will  be  held  Aug.  30-Sept. 

8  in  Huairou,  north  of  Beijing. 

Representatives  from  the 
United  Methodist  General 
Boards  of  Global  Ministries  and 
Church  and  Society  and  the 
World  Federation  of  Methodist 
Women  will  be  among  about 
50,000  people  expected  to 
attend  the  two  events. 

Pam  Sparr.  an  executive  with 
the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries’ Women’s  Division, 
said  the  division's  involvement 
in  the  conference  reflects  a 
“long-term  interest”  at  both  the 
nongovernmental  and  govern¬ 
mental  levels  “to  help  sustain 
and  support ...  collective  action 
on  women’s  issues.” 

Issues  covered  by  the  pro¬ 
posed  platform  for  action 
include  economic  opportuni¬ 
ties  for  women,  education,  the 
protection  of  girls,  human 
rights  protection  for  women, 
improvement  of  girls'  and 
women's  health,  reinforcement 
of  the  family  and  protection  of 
the  environment. 


Volunteers  in  mission  experience  Balkans  war 
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ZENICA,  Central  Bosnia— Youngsters  Hazima  Dervisic  (left) 
and  Minela  Hisic  pass  time  with  Mahina  Kunic  at  the  Slivjak 
Collective  Center  in  Zenica,  Central  Bosnia.  They  sit  among 
wood  stockpiled  for  winter  in  an  area  where  utility  service 
has  been  disrupted  by  the  war.  The  center  is  one  of  several 
where  volunteer-in-mission  teams  for  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  have  been  repairing  housing  and  assist¬ 
ing  in  community  services  (see  related  story  at  left). 


SOUTH  ASIAN  WOMEN: 
About  30  South  Asian  United 
Methodist  women — both  clergy 
and  lay — at  their  first  national 
convocation  recently  at  the  Scar- 
ritt-Bennett  Center  in  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  voted  to  establish  “The 
National  Subcaucus  of  South 
Asian  United  Methodist 
Women,”  within  the  Southern 
Asian  National  Caucus  of  United 
Methodists. 


RATES:  $1.40jpcr  word,  figure  or  initial  per 
insertion,  $28.00  minimum  charge  for  up  to  20 
words.  Blind  ads  $21.00  plus  add  $11.20  for 
the  8  words  to  insert  our  contact  information. 
Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on  con¬ 
tract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  approved 
in  advance.  Products  and  services  go  through 
an  approval  process.  We  schedule  two  weeks  in 
advance  of  an  issue  date. _ 

ECONOMIC  DEVELOPER.  CREATION  of 
jobs  and  cottage  industries  in  southeastern  Ken¬ 
tucky.  Bachelor’s  degree  or  equivalent;  business 
and  marketing  knowledge;  understanding  of 
Appalachia.  Supportive  of  goals  and  objectives 
of  The  United  Methodist  Church  and  Red  Bird 
Missionary  Conference.  Now  receiving  applica¬ 
tions.  Red  Bird  Missionary  Conference,  Bever- 
ly.  KY  40913.  (606)  598-5915. _ 

ABILENE,  TEXAS,  ST.  PAUL  UNITED 
Methodist  Church  has  an  immediate  position 
available  for  a  Program  Director.  Job  responsi¬ 
bilities  include  working  with  a  multi-staff 
team,  resource  program  areas  of  the  the  church 
and  oversee  adult  education  ministries.  St. 
Paul  is  a  downtown  church  of  2300  members 
with  a  strong  children’s  ministry,  a  television 
ministry,  Stephen  Ministries,  and  youth  minis¬ 
try  already  in  place.  Interested  persons  need  to 
be  both  a  good  administrator  and  interact 
warmly  with  the  laity.  Contact:  Rev.  Archie 
Echols,  (915)  672-7814  or  send  resume  to:  P.O. 
Box  3396,  Abilene,  TX  79604-3396. _ 

FULDT1ME  YOUTH  OR  YOUTH  AND 
Youth  Choir  Director  sought  for  immediate 
employment  by  1800-member  church  serving 
Texas  A  &  M  University  and  the  surrounding 
communities.  Position  responsible  for  growing 
youth  group  averaging  90-1 10  in  attendance  on 
Sunday  evening,  and  a  seven-day-a-week  pro¬ 
gram  that  emphasizes  Bible  study,  fellowship 
groups,  missions  and  service.  Preferences  (but 
not  necessarily  requirements)  include  formal 
education  in  Christian  education  or  youth 
ministry,  and  United  Methodist  youth  certifi¬ 
cation.  Priority  placed  on  demonstrated  expe¬ 
rience  and  effectiveness  in  youth  groups  of  like 
size  and  characteristics.  Creative  package  of 
salary,  benefits,  and  other  compensation  nego¬ 
tiable  and  based  on  experience.  Send  inquiries 
and  resume  to:  Youth  Director  Search  Team, 
A  &  M  United  Methodist  Church,  417  Univer¬ 
sity  Drive,  College  Station,  TX  77840-1375. 
(Phone:  (409)  846-8731). _ 

ORGANIST,  PART-TIME  FOR  LARGE 
church  in  northeast  Texas  with  a  32  rank 
Moller  pipe  organ.  Send  resume  to:  Ken  Reid, 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  707, 
Longview.  TX  756060707, _ 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRY  need¬ 
ed  immediately.  Strong  1300-member 
church.  Fantastic  youth  program.  Degree  and 
experience  preferred.  Negotiable  salary/job 
description.  Send  resume:  Dr.  Tommy  Dun¬ 
bar.  First  UMC,  300  E.  Houston,  Marshall, 
TX  75670,  (903)  938-6622, _ 

EVANSVILLE,  IN  TRINITY  UNITED  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  is  searching  for  a  full-time  Direc¬ 
tor  of  Christian  Education  and  Youth 
Ministries  for  our  downtown  church  of  400  + 
members.  We  seek  a  highly  motivated  individ¬ 
ual  to  develop  and  expand  our  Christian  edu¬ 
cation  and  youth  programs  to  include  city-wide 
participation.  Interested  applicants  should  pos¬ 
sess  the  minimum  qualifications  of  a  diaconal 
minister  or  the  equivalent.  Please  send  inqui¬ 
ries  to:  Search  Committee,  Trinity  United 
Methodist  Church,  216  SE  Third  St.,  Evans- 
ville,  IN  47713.  Telephone:  (812)423-4495. 
PROGRAM  DIRECTOR-DCE  Experienced, 
dynamic  leader  to  step  into  this  key  staff  posi¬ 
tion  at  a  key  moment  in  our  congregation's  life. 
Currently,  200-300  weekly  attendance.  Poised 
for  growth.  Younger  and  older  families  with 
program  expansion  possibilities  from  infants  to 
adolescents  to  singles  to  elders.  Resume  to: 
Terrace  UMC,  1203  Wirt  Road,  Houston,  TX 
77055.  Fax  (7 1 3)  686-1478. 


ORGANIST,  PART-TIME  POSITION  for 
3000  +  member  church  in  the  Memphis  area, 
with  three  Sunday  morning  services  and  two 
major  musical  concerts  a  year.  Music  degree 
preferred.  Salary  commensurate  with  educa¬ 
tion  and  experience.  Application  deadline:  Oc¬ 
tober  1,  1995.  Send  resume  to:  Larry  Golden, 
Bartlett  United  Methodist  Church,  5676  Stage 
Road.  Bartlett,  TN  38134. 


By  Robert  and  Marianne  Unger 

ZENICA,  Bosnia  and  Herze¬ 
govina — It  was  like  coming  to 
summer  camp,  almost,  with  the 
baggage,  the  long  trip,  interesting 
new  friends  and  the  pervasive 
sense  of  adventure. 

Almost.  Until  the  jetliner’s 


door  swung  open  and  they  stared 
up  at  the  hulking  NATO  supply 
planes  that  now  swarm  into  Split, 
Croatia,  bringing  sophisticated 
weaponry  and  tough  young  men. 

No,  this  was  war  in  the  Balkans. 
And,  for  more  than  40  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
(UMCOR)  volunteers  in  mission 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION 
for  a  vibrant  2800-member  downtown  church. 
Supportive,  enthusiastic  congregation;  superb 
facilities;  salary  negotiable;  master's  degree  re¬ 
quired,  past  experience  preferred.  Send  resume 
to:  Reverend  Gordon  L.  Ridenour,  Senior  Pas¬ 
tor,  First-Centenary  United  Methodist  Church, 
P.O.  Box  208,  Chattanooga,  TN  37401, _ 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  for 
vital  2800-member  church.  College  education 
and  past  work  experience  preferred;  strong 
spiritual,  programming  and  relational  skills. 
Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume  to:  Reverend 
Gordon  L.  Ridenour,  Senior  Pastor,  First-Cen¬ 
tenary  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box 
208,  Chattanooga,  TN  37401, _ 

36  BRAND  NEW  REVERSIBLE  FOAM 
filled  buttoned  church  pew  cushions  12’  x 
15"  x  2".  DesignTex  deep  blue  violet  mo¬ 
hair  upholstery.  Manufacturer’s  cost: 
$12,000.00—  make  offer.  Call  (214)  352- 
3802  Payne  Associates. _ 

PROUD  FATHER  OF  DAUGHTERS  only? 

Send  S12  to  receive  cute  certificate  with  poem 
and  ten  business  cards.  Send  to:  VRP,  Box 
1696,  Mission,  TX  78573-1696. _ 

BALDWIN  TUBE  ORGAN-  SELL  FOR 

parts.  To  restore,  tubes  available.  $600.00, 
First  United  Methodist,  Box  1000,  Jal.  NM 
88252,  (505)  395-2503,  (505)  395-3096. 
CONTEL  EXECUTONE  PHONE  system, 

Encore  CX816.  Includes  13  phones.  Will 
handle  8  incoming  lines  and  16  phones. 
Call  (8 15)  827-3400, _ 

“DO  YOU  WANT  TO  ADOPT  A  BABY?” 

Methodist  Mission  Home/San  Antonio  now 
accepting  applications.  Texas  and  New  Mexico 
residents  call  (210)  696-702 1  for  information. 
SMOKIE  MOUNTAINS  NEAR  LAKE  Juna- 

luska.  Affordable  efficiencies.  Incomparable 
view.  $190  per  week.  Mountain  View  Guest 
House,  P.O.  Box  1096,  Waynesville,  NC 
28786.  (704)  627-9507, _ 

EDUCATIONAL  TRAVEL-STUDY  minis¬ 

try  seeking  Regional  Director  for  states:  AK, 
AR,  AZ,  CO,  IA,  ID,  LA,  MN,  MS,  MT,  ND 
NE,  NV.  OK,  OR,  SD.  TN,  WA.  WI,  WY. 
Part/full-time  income  and  travel  benefits. 
Contact:  Kristine,  Educational  Opportuni- 
ties:  1-800-929-5327, _ 

SEE  THE  GREAT  PASSION  PLAY  in  Eure¬ 

ka  Springs,  Ark.!  $3 1  pkg  for  groups  now  in¬ 
cludes  the  best  ($13.00)  tickets,  plus  lodging 
and  meals!  Where  one  call  does  it  all:  Keller's 
Country  Dorm  Resort.  (501)  253-8418. 
CHRISTIAN  COMMUNICATIONS  Company 

specializes  in  finding  sources  for  college  ex¬ 
penses.  Scholarships,  grants  and  awards  available 
now  through  database  with  more  than  75,000 
possibilities.  Call  Rainbow  at  1 -800-9 32-PRAY. 
WE  BUY  AND  SELL  CHURCH  VANS  and 

buses.  We  specialize  in  used  1 5  passenger  vans. 
Trinity  Transportation.  1-800-295-0390. 

NO  ACCOMPANIST?  SING  YOUR  favor¬ 

ite  hymns  in  worship  or  at  home.  Instrumen¬ 
tal  accompaniment  for  90  best  known  hymns 
on  6-tape  cassette  sets.  Choose  piano  or  or¬ 
gan.  Word  book  included,  but  can  be  used 
with  your  hymnal.  Makes  an  excellent  gift. 
$38.95  plus  shipping.  1-800-728-0573. 
LULLABYES.  A  BEAUTIFUL  collection 

of  original  IuIIabves  perfect  for  the  young  and 
young  at  heart.  Moms  enjoy  having  lullabye 
tapes  to  play  in  the  car.  Children  enjoy  hav¬ 
ing  their  own  music  to  play  in  cassette  play¬ 
ers  for  kids.  The  tape  has  positive  messages 
that  a  mother  would  say  to  her  child.  From 
Jinglebellc  Jingles,  Inc.  a  great  gift  idea.  Writ¬ 
ten  and  published  by  published  artist  Sharon 
Sanders.  Send  $4.50  to:  Teddy  Bear’s  Lulla- 
bves,  P.O.  Box  9.  Inglefield,  IN  47618  In- 
cludes  shipping  and  handling. _ 


this  summer,  the  airport’s  tension 
was  just  the  first  jolt  to  the  sens¬ 
es.  In  a  single  day,  they  left  the 
crisp  beauty  of  what  was  once  the 
Yugoslav  Riviera,  endured  hours 
on  a  torturous  dirt  road  that  was 
and  may  again  be  a  goat  track  and 
finally  plunged  into  the  chaos, 
heartbreak  and  pain  of  war-torn 
Central  Bosnia. 

“And  some  people  think  we 
shouldn’t  have  volunteers  in 
here,”  joked  Dirk  Van  Gorp,  the 
rugged  carpenter  from  New 
York's  Adirondacks  who  has 
taken  on  Bosnia  for  UMCOR.  "I 
just  can't  understand  that.” 

He  won't  accept  it 

More  accurately,  he  won’t 
accept  it.  Mr.  Van  Gorp  and  his 
wife  Carol,  with  the  leadership  of 
UMCOR  director  the  Rev.  Ken¬ 
neth  Lutgen,  believe  United 
Methodists  have  to  come,  see, 
feel — and  act. 

“We  won’t  resolve  these  situa¬ 
tions  until  people  come  here  to  see 
what’s  happening  for  them¬ 
selves,"  Dr.  Lutgen  said  one  day 
as  he  stood  amidst  the  rubble  of 
Gornji  Vakuf,  the  site  of  major 
Croatian-Moslem  fighting  two 
years  ago.  "The  world  will  keep 
seeking  political  solutions  until 
the  global  citizenry  just  refuses  to 
tolerate  things  like  ethnic  cleans¬ 
ing  any  longer." 

So  bringing  mission  volunteers 
in  and  out  of  the  war  zone  is  Carol 
Van  Gorp's  primary  job.  Over  the 
summer  she  guided  three  teams,  not 
all  United  Methodists,  and  ranging 
in  age  from  15  to  75,  in  work  pro¬ 
jects  from  teaching  to  painting 
walls  and  scrubbing  floors. 

Volunteers  with  objectives 

They  were  simple  jobs.  But 
then,  these  volunteers  came  with 
simple  objectives. 

"I  felt  (at  first)  we  were  trying 
to  put  a  Band-Aid  on  a  gaping 
wound,”  said  Irene  Wardle,  of 
Glendale,  Calif.,  “but  I  learned 
that  teaching  the  children  how  to 
play  and  smile  again  and  bringing 
a  measure  of  hope  to  the  people 
was  the  more  important  part  of 
our  mission.” 

Or,  as  18-year-old  Brad  Ellis 
said,  "I  just  want  to  give  them 
back  some  of  their  childhood.” 

Dirk  Van  Gorp  worries  about 
those  subtitles,  but  he  worries 
even  more  about  people  simply 
staying  alive.  As  head  of  mission 
he  has  to  be  bean-counter,  deal- 
maker.  logistician — and  some¬ 
times  resident  screamer. 

“I'm  not  always  a  people  per¬ 
son,"  he  admits.  “I  just  get  the  job 
done." 

He  indeed  has  done  that.  In  the 
20  months  or  so  since  his  arrival. 


UMCOR  has  become  a  power¬ 
house  among  non-governmental 
agencies  (NGOs).  When  thou¬ 
sands  of  refugees  were  expected 
from  the  fallen  enclaves  of 
Sebrenica  and  Zepa  in  late  July, 
UMCOR  was  designated  lead 
agency  for  shelter  by  the  United 
Nations  High  Commission  on 
Refugees  (UNHCR). 

Providing  shelter  was  a  big 
problem,  both  logistically  and 
politically.  Not  only  were  public 
facilities  already  swollen  by  three 
years  of  refugee  influx,  the  Bosn¬ 
ian  government's  hopes  of  using 
private  housing  abandoned  by 
Serb  families  was  out  of  the  ques¬ 
tion  for  UMCOR  and  the  UN. 

“We  can't  put  a  dime  into  ANY 
housing  if  the  owner  is  not  physi¬ 
cally  present  and  giving  his 
approval,”  Mr.  Van  Gorp  explained. 

“There  are  lots  of  Serbian- 
owned  abandoned  homes  around 
here,  enough  to  house  thousands 
of  Moslem  refugees.  But  if  we  did 
anything  at  all  to  encourage  that, 
we  could  be  accused  of  ethnic 
cleansing.  And  that  isn't  going  to 
happen." 

So  UMCOR  engineers  worked 
with  local  government  officials  to 
identify  existing  facilities,  almost 
always  publicly  owned,  that  could 
serve  as  reception  stations  where 
the  refugees  would  be  screened 
and  processed.  And  they  worked 
with  the  army  of  non-govemmen- 
tal  agencies  to  prepare  a  chain  of 


"We  won't  resolve 
these  situations  until 
people  come  here  to 
see  what's  happening 
for  themselves." 

—Ken  Lutgen, 
UMCOR  chief 

collection  centers  where  the 
refugees  could  live  for  the  fore¬ 
seeable  future.  And  UMCOR 
supervised  it  all. 

UMCOR’s  growing  role  has 
meant  a  similar  growth  in  staff, 
from  five  in  1993  to  44  now.  More 
importantly,  it  reflects  a  significant 
change  in  UMCOR’s  philosophy. 

"What  really  is  different  (for 
UMCOR)  here  is  that  we’ve  gone 
to  directly  implementing  pro¬ 
grams,  rather  than  simply  giving 
money  to  other  organizations, 
such  as  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  or  other  long-estab¬ 
lished  bodies,"  Dr.  Lutgen  said. 

That  philosophical  change, 
along  with  proven  success,  has 
placed  UMCOR  in  a  significant 
role  on  the  NGO  world  stage. 

Mr.  Unger  is  a  Pulitzer  Prize¬ 
winning  journalist  and  now  writ¬ 
ing  professor  at  the  University  of 
Missouri  at  Kansas  City.  He  and 
Mrs.  Unger,  a  former  teacher 
turned  novelist,  were  on  assign 
men t  in  Bosnia  for  UMCOR. 


CLASSIFIED 


POSITION  AVAILABLE.  THE  National 
Council  of  Churches  is  accepting  applica¬ 
tions  for  the  position  of  Unit  Director/ 
Deputy  General  Secretary  for  Church 
World  Service  and  Witness.  This  is  a  key 
leadership  post  as  senior  staff  administra¬ 
tor  which,  works  with  the  General  Secre¬ 
tary  in  providing  leadership  and  direction 
for  the  Church  World  Service  and  Witness 
Unit  and  the  National  Council  as  a  whole. 
Please  send  resume  by  September  15. 
1995,  to  the  NCC  Office  or  Human  Re¬ 
sources,  475  Riverside  Drive,  Room  520, 
New  York,  NY  10115. 


YOUTH  DIRECTOR,  1300-MEMBER 
church,  45-member  youth  group.  Bachelor's 
degree  required.  Trinity-First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  810  N.  Oregon,  El  Paso,  TX 
79902.  (915)533-2674, 


DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  NEEDED.  Full-time 
position  for  fully  graded  choir  and  handbell 
program.  Salary  commensurate  with  qualifica¬ 
tions  and  experience.  Director/Organist  teams 
are  welcome  to  apply.  Send  resume  to:  Music 
Search  Committee,  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  P.O.  Box  8,  Thomson,  GA  30824, 


YOUTH  DIRECTOR—  3500-MEMBER 
church  in  strong,  professional,  NE  suburb  of 
Houston  seeking  dynamic,  enthusiastic  indi¬ 
vidual  to  lead  6th- 12th  grade  groups  with  po¬ 
tential  of  250  +  participants  in  multi-faceted 
program.  Experience  required;  bachelor’s  de¬ 
gree  preferred.  Kingwood  United  Methodist 
Church.  1799  Woodland  Hills  Drive,  King- 
wood.  TX  77339.  Fax:  (713)358-9261. 


ASSOCIATE  DIRECTOR,  COUNCIL  ON 
Ministries.  Full-time  position  in  Central  Texas 
Conference  with  primary  responsibility  for 
youth  ministries;  leadership  development;  and 
large-scale  events,  work  mission,  youth  retreats 
and  campus  ministry  events.  Requires  ad¬ 
vanced  degree  in  religious  education  and  certi¬ 
fication  in  youth  ministry.  Send  resume  by 
August  28  to:  Rev.  Michael  Patison,  ACCOM, 
464  Bailey,  Fort  Worth,  TX  76107.  Phone: 
(817)  877-5222.  Fax:  (8 1 7)  338-454 1 . _ 

POSITIONS  AVAILABLE:  NEW  MEXICO 
Boys  Ranch  and  Girls  Ranch  is  seeking  mar¬ 
ried  Christian  couples  to  serve  as  housepar- 
ents  or  houseparents-in-training  for  boys  or 
girls  ages  10  to  18.  Compensation  includes 
salary,  room  and  board  and  benefits.  Train¬ 
ing  is  provided.  If  interested,  call  the  Person¬ 
nel  Department  at  (505)  881-3363  or  send 
resume  to:  Houseparent,  P.O.  Box  9251 1,  Al- 
buquerque,  NM  87199-251 1. _ 

LOUISVILLE  AREA  DIRECTOR  OF  Youth 
Ministries  (Kentucky  and  Louisville  Confer¬ 
ences);  focus  on  training  adult  and  youth  lead¬ 
ers  in  local  congregations;  B.A.  degree, 
experience  in  youth  ministries;  graduate  train¬ 
ing  desirable.  Salary  negotiable.  Send  letter  and 
resume  to  attention:  Rhoda  Peters,  1115  South 
Fourth  Street,  Louisville,  KY  40203.  Deadline, 
September  30,  or  call  (502)  584-3838. _ 

TEACHER:  CHURCH  SEEKS  TO  HIRE  a 
Director  of  Youth  and  Christian  Education 
Ministries  for  growing  congregation.  Highly 
motivated  individual  to  work  with  leadership, 
developing  ministries  to  families  and  new 
members.  Contact  the  pastor  Dr.  Thomas  J. 
Potenza  at:  Epworth  United  Methodist 
Church,  37W040  Highland  Ave.,  Elgin,  IL 
60123.  (708)  93 1-5400  or  fax:  (708)  931-6721. 


EXTRA  INCOME— TRAVEL  1ST  CLASS. 
As  fully  accredited  independent  travel  agent 
with  one  of  top  full  service  travel  agencies  in 
the  US.  Regular  income  incredible  benefits. 
Free  information  and  tape.  InteleTravel,  Box 
1546,  Pueblo.  CO  81002. 


FULL-TIME  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  Di¬ 
rector  for  a  visionary  church.  Contact:  B.  San¬ 
chez,  Monroe  Street  United  Methodist 
Church.  P.O.  Box  2660,  Toledo,  OH  43606- 
4117.  Submit  resume  by  August  30,  1995.  Job 
description  available  on  request. _ 

ADMINISTRATOR-NEWLY  CREATED  po¬ 
sition,  South  Carolina  Conference  Office  of 
Communications.  The  United  Methodist 
Church,  South  Carolina  Conference,  seeks  an 
Administrator  for  its  Office  of  Communica¬ 
tions  in  Columbia,  SC.  Desired:  a  seasoned 
United  Methodist  communications  profession¬ 
al  with  five  years  as  a  successful  administrator, 
including  demonstrated  people  and  financial 
management  skills,  ability  to  speak  to  the 
church  about  issues  in  public  communications 
from  a  faith  perspective  and  to  help  the  de¬ 
nomination  shape  its  communications  strate¬ 
gies  for  the  21st  century.  Salary  with  benefits 
package,  commensurate  with  experience.  A 
bachelor’s  degree  and  experience  in  communi¬ 
cations  required.  Send  letter  of  visioning  of 
communications  in  the  21st  century  for  the 
United  Methodist  Church  with  resume  and  a 
list  of  three  professional  references  by  Septem¬ 
ber  I,  1995  to:  Victoria  L,  Shearin,  4908  Colo¬ 
nial  Drive,  Columbia,  SC  29203. 
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Church  celebrates  Asbury's  250th 


Church's  Archives  exhibit  commemorates  life 
and  works  of  America's  first  Methodist  bishop 


The  saddlebags  used  by  American  Method¬ 
ism’s  first  elected  bishop,  Francis  Asbury,  are 
among  the  materials  featured  in  an  exhibit  com- 


Bishop  Francis  Asbury 


memorating  the  250th  anniversary  of  the  evange¬ 
list's  birthday. 

Quotes  from  Asbury’s  journals  are  also  used 
extensively  in  the  display  at  the  headquarters  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church's  Commission  on 
Archives  and  History  in  Madison,  N.J. 

The  exhibit  at  the  Commission  on  Archives  and 
History  is  designed  to  illustrate  Asbury’s  role  as 
"architect  of  the  American  Methodist  church  and 
will  continue  August  through  October,  according 
to  Susan  M.  Warrick,  assistant  general  secretary 
of  the  commission. 

Located  on  the  campus  of  Drew  University,  the 
building  is  open  to  the  public  Monday  through  Fri¬ 
day,  9  a.m.  to  5  p.m. 

In  addition,  the  Museum  of  World  Methodism 
at  Wesley’s  Chapel  in  London  is  host  to  a  special 
Asbury  exhibit  this  year. 

A  permanent  exhibit  of  watercolors  depicting 
Asbury's  life  and  ministry  will  be  displayed  at  the 
Methodist  Church  in  Salisbury,  England,  location 
of  Asbury’s  last  appointment  before  going  to 
America.  The  church  is  also  giving  a  birthday 
party  on  Aug.  19. 


By  JORETTA  PURDUE 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

The  man  who  more  than  any¬ 
one  else  shaped  American 
Methodism  was  born  250  years 
ago  in  Handsworth.  England — 
four  miles  from  Birmingham. 

Although  the  name  Francis 
Asbury  lives  on  in  both  church 
and  secular  memories,  few  but 
historians  know  how  very  impor¬ 
tant  he  was  to  the  development  of 
Methodism  in  America. 

The  first  elected  Methodist 
bishop  in  America,  Asbury,  him¬ 
self,  was  unclear  about  whether 
he  was  bom  Aug.  20  or  21,  1745. 
Although  his  birthplace  soon  was 
obscured,  his  boyhood  home  in 
Great  Barr  remains.  His  only  sib¬ 
ling,  a  sister,  died  as  a  child. 

He  was  sent  to  school  and 
could  read  the  Bible  as  early  as 
age  6  or  7,  but  Asbury  ended  his 
formal  education  when  he  was  13. 
He  then  was  apprenticed  to  a 
chape-maker — a  chape  being 
metal  mounting  or  trimming  of 
items  ranging  from  scabbards  or 
sheaths  to  buckets  and  shoe  buck¬ 
les. 

Became  Methodist  in  teens 

He  became  a  Methodist  while 
still  in  his  teens,  serving  as  a  class 
leader  and  then  a  local  preacher 
before  beginning  to  itinerate — 
travel  and  preach — in  1767. 

In  1771  at  the  Methodist  con¬ 
ference  in  Bristol,  Asbury 
answered  John  Wesley's  call  to  go 
to  America.  Departing  England 
Sept.  3,  1771,  Asbury  decided  to 
follow  the  example  set  by 
Methodism’s  founder  and  began 
on  the  ship  to  keep  a  journal  in 
which  he  recorded  his  extraordi¬ 
nary  travels  as  a  Methodist 
preacher. 

Although  not  the  first  of  the 
Methodist  circuit  riders,  Asbury 
was  the  most  widely  traveled.  In 
45  years  of  itinerancy  he  is  esti¬ 
mated  to  have  traveled — mostly 
on  horseback — 250,000  miles. 

One  biography  indicates  that 
Asbury  "crossed  the  Allegheny 
Mountains  62  times,  preached 
16,000  times,  sat  in  224  annual 
conferences  and  ordained  4.000 
preachers." 

Early  concerns 

One  of  his  early  concerns  was 
that  his  colleagues  spent  too  much 
time  in  the  cities,  especially  in 
winter,  although  they  stayed  on  a 
circuit  only  two  to  five  months  at 
a  time.  Asbury  worked  to  extend 
the  circuits  and  was  joined  in  that 
endeavor  by  his  colleagues,  but 
his  health  suffered  beginning  with 


United  Methodist  News  Service 


his  first  winter  in  the  harsh  cli¬ 
mate. 

He  also  was  distressed  by  a 
lack  of  adherence  to  the 
Methodist  discipline  set  forth  by 
Methodist  founder  John  Wesley. 

As  the  American  English 
colonies  moved  closer  to  war, 
Church  of  England  priests  were 
more  and  more  persecuted  as 
spies,  and  with  them  the 
Methodists.  Many  of  the  priests 
left  for  England  or  Canada, 

Only  Asbury  remained 

Of  the  missionaries  officially 
sent  by  Wesley,  only  Francis 
Asbury  remained  in  the  colonies 
during  the  Revolutionary  War, 
and  he  was  forced  into  hiding  in 
the  Delaware  home  of  a  friend, 
having  refused  to  take  the  Mary¬ 
land  loyalty  oath. 

While  there,  he  chafed  at  his 
own  inactivity,  but  he  was  gradu¬ 
ally  able  to  resume  his  preaching 
in  the  area  and  eventually  to  take 
a  circuit  there. 

Hostilities  ceased  with  the 
British  surrender  at  Yorktown  in 
1781,  and  Asbury  again  was  trav¬ 
eling  widely  preaching  and  emerg¬ 
ing  more  and  more  as  a  leader  of  the 
Methodists  in  America. 

Schism 

The  possibility  of  schism  had 
come  near  to  reality  in  1779  as  the 
preachers  in  the  South,  where 
membership  was  growing,  re¬ 


sponded  to  a  need  for  the  sacra¬ 
ments  by  developing  a  plan  for 
four  of  them  to  ordain  each  other. 

Asbury.  who  repeatedly  asked 
Wesley  to  make  provision  for  the 
sacramental  needs  of  the  people, 
persuaded  the  Southerners  to  sub¬ 
mit  to  Wesley's  rule  and  wait  a  bit 
longer. 

One  year  after  the  peace  treaty 
was  signed  in  Paris  to  conclude 
the  war,  Wesley  “laid  hands”  on 
[ordained]  Thomas  Coke,  already 
an  Anglican  clergyman  and  two 
lay  preachers.  They  were  sent  to 
America,  where  Coke  was  to 
ordain  Asbury  as  superintendent 
of  the  American  work. 

Christmas  Conference 

Democracy,  however,  was  the 
prevailing  mood  on  the  American 
side  of  the  Atlantic.  Asbury 
refused  to  accept  the  appointment 
without  election  by  his  fellow 
preachers.  That  done  at  the  1784 
Christmas  Conference,  Asbury 
was  ordained  there  as  deacon, 
elder  and  then  as  superintendent, 
but  soon  took  the  more  biblical 
title  "bishop." 

Asbury.  who  never  had  a  home 
in  America,  took  up  the  reins  fig¬ 
uratively  and  literally.  The  night 
the  Christmas  Conference  ended 
he  preached.  The  next  day  he  rode 
50  miles  through  snow  and  cold, 
beginning  an  episcopal  tour  that 
was  to  take  him  through  Virginia 
and  North  Carolina  as  far  south  as 


Charleston,  S.C. 

Bishop  for  30  years 

For  more  than  30  years  he  was 
an  itinerant  bishop  traveling  up 
and  down  the  states  as  the  new 
church  and  the  new  country  grew 
up  together.  He  journeyed  in  Ten¬ 
nessee  and  Kentucky  several 
times  before  and  after  they  became 
states  and  was  in  Ohio  in  1 803,  the 
year  it  became  the  17th  state. 

Although  he  was  himself  not 
educated,  Asbury  subscribed  to 
Wesley’s  emphasis  on  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  reading  and  encouraged 
the  founding  of  Cokesbury  Col¬ 
lege  in  1785  as  well  as  the  start¬ 
ing  of  the  first  Sunday  school  in 
America  in  1786. 

Asbury  died  Sunday,  March 
31,  1816.  He  had  been  traveling 
toward  Baltimore  where  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  was  to  meet. 

In  death  as  in  life,  Asbury  itin¬ 
erated.  Having  preached  his  last 
sermon  in  Richmond,  Va.,  March 
24,  when  he  was  no  longer  able  to 
walk  or  to  stand,  he  died  a  week 
later  at  the  home  of  George 
Arnold,  20  miles  from  Fredericks¬ 
burg,  Va.,  and  was  first  buried  in 
the  Arnold  family  cemetery. 

Subsequently,  his  body  was 
moved  May  10,  1816,  to  a  crypt 
under  the  pulpit  of  Eutaw  Street 
Methodist  Church  in  Baltimore 
and  finally,  in  June  1854,  buried 
in  Mount  Olivet  Cemetery  in  Bal¬ 
timore. 


Seeking  wider  market  for  black  religious  books 


RELIGION  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 


OXON  HILL,  Md.,— The  Rev.  Diane  Johnson  looks  over  her 
Christian  bookstore  display  of  books  by  African-Americans, 
a  growing  market  according  to  the  accompanying  story. 


By  ADELLE  M.  BANKS 

Religion  News  Service 

In  the  Rev.  Diane  Johnson's 
Christian  bookstore,  the  books 
by  and  about  African-Americans 
aren't  tucked  in  some  back  cor¬ 
ner.  They’re  right  up  front,  the 
first  items  you  see  as  you  walk  in 
the  Oxon  Hill.  Md.  shop. 

Gospel  singer  Shirley  Cae¬ 
sar's  just-released  CD  is  promi¬ 
nently  displayed  near  the  cash 
register,  too,  and  the  music  is 
piped  throughout  the  store. 

Ms.  Johnson,  co-owner  of 
Gospel  Notes  Records  and 
Books,  is  on  a  mission:  As  vice 
president  of  the  new  Christian 
African-American  Booksellers 
Association,  she  not  only  wants 
to  highlight  Afrocentric  items  in 
her  store,  she  hopes  to  help  other 
vendors  of  black  Christian  prod¬ 
ucts  succeed. 

Major  change 

Ms.  Johnson’s  efforts  are  part 
of  a  major  change  taking  place  in 
the  world  of  African-American 
religious  culture. 

With  black  church  member¬ 
ship  growing  and  interest  in 
book-buying  among  African- 
Americans  increasing,  the  mar¬ 
ket  for  religious  books,  music, 
pictures  and  other  items  tailored 
specifically  to  blacks  is  expand¬ 
ing  rapidly. 

Many  white  Christian  retail¬ 
ers  are  beginning  to  realize  the 
potential  of  that  market,  but 
they’re  moving  slowly.  Black 
retailers  like  Ms.  Johnson,  on  the 
other  hand,  aren't  waiting. 

They’re  aggressively  seeking 
a  significant  portion  of  the 
African-American  spiritual  mar¬ 
ket  themselves,  while  also 
encouraging  established  Christ¬ 
ian  booksellers  to  do  a  better  job 
of  selling  works  by  black  authors 
and  artists. 

The  emerging  market  for 


black  religious  books  and  items 
was  evident  last  month  at  twin 
meetings  in  Denver  of  the  2,500- 
member  Christian  Booksellers 
Association  (CBA) — an  estab¬ 
lished  organization  of  mainly 
white-owned  religious  book¬ 
stores — and  the  one-year-old  50- 
member  Christian  African- 
American  Booksellers  Associa¬ 
tion,  a  trade  association  for 
black-owned  shops. 

The  African-American  group 
held  its  first  expo  at  a  hotel  10 
minutes  away  from  the  conven¬ 
tion  center  where  the  CBA  had 
its  sprawling,  multimillion-dol- 


lar  display. 

'Kidz  of  the  King' 

At  the  African-American 
expo,  one  vendor  displayed  Kidz 
of  the  King  comic  books  featur¬ 
ing  black  Christian  characters 
(Truth,  Faith,  Mercy  and  Zeal,  all 
“superheroes  for  the  Lord”) 
while  another  showed  off  art¬ 
work  of  blacks  being  baptized  in 
a  river  and  kneeling  at  a  bedside 
in  prayer.  Black  retailers,  finding 
products  they  hadn't  seen  else¬ 
where.  were  busily  filling  out 
order  sheets. 

At  the  much  larger  Christian 


"One  of  the  first 
things  I  noticed  when 
I  came  into  the 
business  was  all  the 
artwork  was  white." 

—Diane  Johnson 


Booksellers  Association  exhibi¬ 
tion,  books  by  African-American 
authors  and  occasional  paintings 
or  figurines  featuring  blacks 
were  lost  in  a  sea  of  products 
aimed  mostly  at  white  con¬ 
sumers. 

“We  have  some  needs  that  are 
not  going  to  be  met  on  the  CBA 
floor,”  said  Hardina  Anderson, 
president  of  the  Christian 
African-American  Booksellers 
Association  and  owner  of  The 
Jesus  Shoppe  in  Gary,  Ind. 

Ms.  Johnson,  an  ordained 
minister  in  the  African  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  was  pleased, 
on  the  other  hand,  to  see  paint¬ 
ings  at  the  African-American 
expo  that  depicted  black  people. 

“One  of  the  first  things  1 
noticed  when  I  came  into  the 
(Christian  retail)  business  was  all 
the  artwork  was  white,"  she  said. 

Bill  Anderson,  president  of  the 
Christian  Booksellers  Associa¬ 
tion,  agrees  with  black  retailers 
who  say  Christian  bookstores,  in 
general,  could  do  a  better  job  of 
carrying  items  for  African- 
Americans. 

“We  are  not  beginning  to  real¬ 
ly  meet  the  need."  he  said. 

During  a  CBA  panel  discus¬ 
sion,  Mel  Banks  II,  publisher  of 
Children  of  Color  Publishing,  an 
Atlanta-based  Bible  producer, 
cited  statistics  to  bolster  his  argu¬ 
ment  for  marketing  Afrocentric 
products:  There  was  a  26  percent 
increase  in  book  sales  to  African- 
Americans  last  year,  and  black 
church  membership  has  risen 
sharply  in  the  1990s. 


Love  of  music  imbues 
priest's  faith  with  beauty 


By  PYTHIA  PEAY 

Religion  News  Service 

The  Rev.  Eddie  Garcia,  a  priest 
at  Our  Lady  of  Guadalupe  in  Cor¬ 
pus  Christi,  Texas,  likes  to  say  that 
“those  who  sing  to  God  pray 
twice.” 

Once  a  traveling  musician,  Mr. 
Garcia  had  a  spiritual  epiphany 
while  preparing  for  the  role  of 
John  the  Baptist  in  the  play  God- 
spell.  It  was  this  experience  that 
led  him  to  become  a  priest. 

Today,  however,  Mr.  Garcia's 
love  for  music  imbues  his  faith 
with  beauty.  Bom  with  a  dancer’s 
spirit,  but  stricken  with  polio,  he 
has  learned  to  do  with  music  what 
he  cannot  do  with  his  body. 

When  worshipers  join  their 
voices  with  his,  he  says,  the  "unity 
of  pitch,  timbre  and  rhythm  feels 
like  a  divine  illumination." 

Sacred  music  revival 

Across  the  country  in  New 
York  City,  at  the  church  of  St. 
Ignatius  Loyola,  the  installation 
of  an  organ  in  the  old  European 
style  has  sparked  a  sacred  music 
revival.  The  5,000-pipe  organ, 
which  towers  45  feet  high,  has 
drawn  people  from  around  the 
world  to  attend  Mass  and  hear 
concerts. 

Kent  Tritle,  director  of  music 
ministries  at  the  church,  says  one 
young  man  suffering  from  AIDS 
was  so  moved  by  the  organ  music 
that  when  he  died  he  bequeathed 
his  Steinway  piano  to  the  church. 

From  ancient  Peruvian 
whistling  bells  to  the  sonorous 
chanting  of  Jewish  cantors  or  the 
Muslim  call  to  prayer,  music  has 
been  used  throughout  the  ages  to 
link  human  consciousness  to  the 
divine. 

"Religion  evolved  out  of  creat¬ 
ing  earthly  models  of  the  heav¬ 
ens,”  says  Edward  Rothstein, 
author  of  Emblems  of  Mind 
(Times  Books). 

Mr.  Rothstein,  music  critic  for 
The  New  York  Times,  explains  that 
music  was  a  way  for  the  ancients 
to  echo  the  cosmic  order  in  the 
surrounding  universe.  It  formed 
an  integral  part  of  religious  ritual, 
which  relied  upon  the  elegant 
mathematical  measurements  of 
music  for  shape  and  order. 

In  the  ancient  Near  East  and 
Egyptian  civilizations.  Mr  Roth¬ 
stein  says,  music  and  mathemat¬ 
ics  were  considered  the  esoteric 


"Those  who  sing  to 
God  pray  twice." 

—Eddie  Garcia 


domain  of  the  priesthood. 

In  ancient  Greece,  Pythagorian 
philosophers  believed  that  music 
and  math  affected  both  the  soul 
and  the  structure  of  the  universe 
itself. 

Music  of  the  spheres 

In  the  16th  century,  after  dis¬ 
covering  the  laws  governing  the 
motion  of  the  planets  in  the  skies, 
scientist  Johannnes  Kepler  de¬ 
clared  he  had  discovered  "the 
music  of  the  spheres." 

Yet  not  all  music  reflects  a  per¬ 
fectly  ordered  cosmos. 

During  the  Middle  Ages,  says 
Mr.  Rothstein.  the  church  forbade 
one  particular  interval —  the  dif¬ 
ference  in  pitch  between  two 
tones — known  as  a  “tritone." 
Because  of  its  discordant  sound, 
the  tritone  was  regarded  as  “the 
devil  in  music.” 

While  every  major  thinker  for 
2,000  years  has  been  explicit 
about  the  relationship  of  music  to 
state  of  soul,  Mr.  Rothstein  says 
this  is  not  the  case  today. 

“In  our  secular  musical  culture," 
he  writes,  "the  ritualistic  aspect  of 
music  is  almost  invisible." 

Mr.  Rothstein  traces  this  lost 
connection  to  the  point  in  time 
when  sacred  music,  no  longer 
exclusively  performed  in  houses 
of  worship,  became  a  pursuit  of 
the  nobility. 

Musical  'temples'  created 

In  the  19th  century,  he  says, 
concert  halls  became  "musical 
temples."  And  as  music  took  on  a 
life  of  its  own  outside  the  church, 
such  compositions  as  Wagner's 
operas  began  to  function  like 
myths  reflecting  the  ideals  of  sec¬ 
ular  culture. 

Yet  serious  music  today  is  in 
trouble.  It  is  as  if,  he  says,  some¬ 
thing  in  the  musical  culture  of  our 
country  has  come  to  an  end.  Few 
contemporary  composers  come 
close  to  the  sublime  religious  feel¬ 
ing  found,  for  example,  in  Bach’s 
Mass  in  B  Minor 

And  while  New  Age  music 
may  be  an  attempt  to  reinstate  that 
lost  spirituality,  Mr.  Rothstein 
characterizes  most  of  it  as  "reli¬ 
gious  mood  music  at  a  very  unso¬ 
phisticated  level." 


English  chapel  moving  to  a 
Kansas  UM-related  university 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

A  wooded  area  on  the  east  side 
of  the  campus  at  the  United 
Methodist-related  Baker  Univer¬ 
sity  in  Baldwin. City.  Kans..  soon 
will  be  the  site  of  an  English  vil¬ 
lage  chapel. 

By  spring  1996,  the  stone  Vic¬ 
torian  gothic  structure  will  be 
moved  to  Baker  from  Lin¬ 
colnshire,  England. 

Constructed  in  1864,  the  build¬ 
ing,  which  seats  approximately 
110  worshippers,  has  served  as 
village  chapel  for  the  Methodist 
congregation  of  Sproxton.  Eng¬ 
land.  The  last  service  was  held 
there  in  May  and  dismantling 
began  shortly  after. 

The  roof  and  stained-glass 
windows  have  been  crated  for 


shipment,  according  to  Baker 
University  campus  minister  the 
Rev.  Ira  DeSpain. 

"Of  course,  the  first  part  of  the 
building  needed  here  will  be  the 
last  part  to  come  off  there,"  he 
said. 

Meanwhile,  the  foundation  at 
Baker  will  be  poured  Aug.  19  and 
erecting  the  building  will  start  in 
early  September.  Contractors 
expect  to  have  the  chapel  exterior 
completed  by  January  1996  and 
the  building  ready  for  use  some¬ 
time  next  spring.  It  will  be  dedi¬ 
cated  in  fall  1996. 

The  chapel  is  a  gift  of  R  R. 
Osborne,  a  United  Methodist 
from  Olathe,  Kans.,  as  a  memori¬ 
al  to  his  late  wife,  Clarice.  It  will 
be  known  as  the  Clarice  Osborne 
Memorial  Chapel. 


Hymn's  flame  imagery  may 
come  from  coal  mine  fires 


By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

See  how  great  a  flame  aspires. 
Kindled  by  a  spark  of  grace! 
Jesus’ love  the  nations  fires; 

Sets  the  kingdoms  on  a  blaze. 

To  bring  fire  on  earth  He  came. 
Kindled  in  some  hearts  it  is; 

O  that  all  might  catch  the  flame. 
All  partake  the  glorious  bliss! 

Charles  Wesley  wrote  the 
hymn  and  published  it  in  1749, 
with  the  notation  that  it  was  one 
of  several  hymns  written  “after 
preaching  to  the  Newcastle  Col¬ 
liers."  There  he  preached  to  more 
than  6,000  colliers  [coal  miners] 
at  each  meeting. 

Thomas  Jackson,  a  biographer 
of  Charles  Wesley,  suggests  that 
the  “fires"  and  “flame"  imagery 
of  the  hymn  came  “from  the  large 
fires  connected  with  the  collieries, 
which  illuminate  the  whole  part 
of  that  part  of  the  country  on  the 
darkest  nights." 

Because  of  their  fervent,  evan¬ 
gelical  preaching,  John  and 
Charles  Wesley  were  not  allowed 
to  preach  in  the  Church  of  Eng¬ 
land  churches.  This  ruling  by  the 
Anglican  hierarchy  forced  the 
Wesleys  to  find  other  places  to 
proclaim  the  gospel. 


History 
of  Hymns 

In  mines,  prisons,  barns,  on 
street  corners  and  hillsides,  wher¬ 
ever  people  gathered  to  hear 
them,  they  preached  the  Gospel. 

The  year  the  hymn  was  pub¬ 
lished.  Charles  Wesley  married 
Sally  Gwynne,  and  they  made 
their  home  in  Bristol  until  1771, 
when  they  moved  to  London. 
Twin  sons  and  a  daughter  sur¬ 
vived  out  of  the  eight  children 
bom  to  this  marriage. 

A  prolific  writer  of  hymns, 
Charles  Wesley  is  credited  with 
more  than  6,500  hymns.  He  died 
in  1788  at  the  age  of  81. 

The  hymn  tune  ARFON  is  a 
Welsh  melody  harmonized  by 
Carlton  R.  Young.  However,  it 
seems  to  be  a  variant  of  earlier 
French  folk  tunes  brought  to 
Wales  and  published  there  in 
1784.  The  tune  is  well  suited  to 
Wesley’s  hymn. 

NEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN: 

"Shall  We  Gather  at  the  River " 
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$  “School  Days,  School  Days, 

Dear  Old  Golden  Rule  Days. 


Did  you  know  that  not  all  of  the  supplies  and  fees  required  to  attend  public  school  are  supplied  by 
the  school  board?  For  example,  each  and  every  school  day  we  send  38  uniformed  ($40)  children  to 
school  (they  each  have  three  sets)  carrying  a  book  bag  ($30)  full  of  supplies  ($20).  On  the  first  day  they 

bring  their  budget’ ($30)  and  activity  fee($20).  Of  course  during  the  year  there  are  supply  replacements 
and  special  event  fees  ($50). 

That  s  $10,260  a  year  to  send  our  kids  to  school.  We  are  reimbursed  for  some  of  the  costs  by  the 
State  of  Louisiana  but  the  rest  is  our  responsibility. 

We  all  know  how  much  it  costs  to  raise  children  today  and  education  expenses  are  a  large  part  of 
that  cost.  But,  the  challenge  is  ours  as  United  Methodists  and  followers  of  Christ  to  help  the  children  in 
our  care  to  know  they  can  depend  on  us  to  give  them  the  supplies  and  equipment,  and  the  money  for 
special  event  and  field  trips  which  are  all  so  needed  for  a  good  education. 

Show  your  support  for  our  kids  and  be  a  partner  in  their  education. 


Send  $20  right  now  and  we  can  buy  the  necessary  supplies  for  a  child  to  start  the  school  year. 


A 


Send  $50  right  now  and  we  can  buy  the  necessary  supplies  and  a  book  bag. 

Send  $90  right  now  and  we  can  buy  supplies,  a  book  bag  and  a  brand  new  uniform. 


Please  send  your  tax  deductible  gift  as  soon  as  possible  so  the  kids  of  The 
Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans  can  pack  their  book  bags  and  head  off  to  the 
first  day  of  school.  They  deserve  the  best  they  can  get. 


i  Enclosed  is  my  check  for  $ _ to  help  the  kids. 

!  Please  send  me  information  on: 

□  Annual  Giving 

□  Bequests 

□  Endowment  Fund 

□  Work  Groups 

Name _ 

Address _ 

City,  State,  Zip _ 


If  you  would  like  to  schedule  a  tour  for  yourself  or  a  group, 
or  if  you  want  a  Methodist  Home  representative  to  speak  to 
your  church  or  group  just  call: 

Shaler  S.  Wells 

Director  of  Fund  Development 

(504)  895-7709 

P.  O.  Box  15109 

New  Orleans  LA  70175-5109 
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shop  from  Zimbabwe 

visits  Louisiana 


Official  greetings  at  the  Conference  Office.  Baton  Rouge  DS,  Leslie 
Norris;  Leslie  Akin,  CCOM  director;  Bishop  Christopher  Jokomo  and 
Stone  Carway,  Conference  Treasurer. 


"Do  you  know  where  your 
brother  is?"  Bishop  Christopher 
Jokomo  of  the  Zimbabwe  Annual 
Conference  challenged  his  listener 
during  his  recent  visit  here. 

Bishop  Jokomo’s  global  visita¬ 
tion  included  a  stop  in  New 
Orleans  and  Baton  Rouge.  The 
Bishop  had  the  opportunity  to 
visit  many  of  our  churches,  insti¬ 
tutions  and  college  campuses. 

In  New  Orleans  the  Bishop  was 
hosted  by  Rev.  Helena  Wright- 
Butler  and  Rev.  Samuel  Butler.  A 
reception  was  held  for  him  at 
Trinity  UMC.  The  Bishop 
enjoyed  a  warm  welcome  as  well 
as  good  food. 

On  Friday.  August  11,  Rev. 
Leslie  Norris  gave  the  Bishop  a 
tour  of  Baton  Rouge  facilities. 
The  Baton  Rouge  District  hosted 
another  reception  at  which  both 
the  Bishop  and  interested  United 
Methodists  could  learn  more 
about  each  other.  The  Bishop 
gave  many  interesting  facts  and 
figures  concerning  Zimbabwe  and 
the  Methodist  Church  there. 

Did  you  know  ?  ?  ? 

□  10.5  million  people  live  in 
Zimbabwe. 

□  50%  of  the  population  is  below 
the  age  of  20. 

□  Southern  Africa  has  been  expe¬ 
riencing  a  drought  for  the  last  six 
years. 


□  The  traditional  family  structure 
in  Africa  is  changing  from  the 
extended  to  the  nuclear  family. 

□  Until  the  1970s  the  Methodist 
Church  in  Zimbabwe  was  separat¬ 
ed  between  the  English  church 
and  the  American  church. 

□  The  Zimbabwe  annual  confer¬ 
ence  will  celebrate  100  years  in 
1997. 

□  In  recent  years  full-time  local 
pastors  outnumbered  elders  three 
to  one. 

□  Denominations  in  Zimbabwe 


cooperate  instead  of  compete, 
including  sharing  the  same  school 
of  theology.  Twenty-one  different 
denominations  share  United 
Theological  College. 

□  In  Zimbabwe,  Annual 
Conference  is  held  in  December 
instead  of  June. 

His  beginnings 

When  Bishop  Jokomo  was 
ordained  deacon  in  the  church,  he 
was  given  his  first  charge.  At  that 
time  the  charge  was  considered 
small  -  -  only  sixteen  churches. 
The  largest  charges  then  were 
over  fifty  churches!  To  answer 
the  need  for  qualified  clergy,  lay 
persons  were  trained  as  local  pas¬ 
tors.  These  local  pastors  are 
going  through  a  six  year  training 
program  in  which  they  study  at 
one  of  two  schools  of  theology  for 
fourteen  weeks  each  year.  At  the 
end  of  this  training  they  will 
become  ordained  members  of  the 
church.  The  current  average  for 
churches  in  a  charge  is  five. 

Growing  membership 

The  membership  growth  of  the 
Zimbabwe  conference  in  the  last 
fifteen  years  has  been  significant. 
Since  1980  the  number  of  districts 


in  the  conference  has  grown  from 
four  to  eleven.  Membership  has 

•  slightly  more  than  doubled  in  that 
I  time  .  This  quadrennium  the  focus 
'for  the  conference  for  is:  evange- 

:  lism,  Christian  education  and 
i  stewardship.  Bishop  Jokomo 

*  attributes  the  growth  of  the  church 
|  to  the  end  of  the  civil  war  and  the 
v*  changing  of  the  traditional  family 

structure.  The  traditional  extend- 
l  ed  family  is  being  replaced  by  the 
nuclear  family.  The  loss  of  this 
’extended  family  support  has 
.  increased  the  need  for  pastoral 
'  care.  He  also  said  that  the  confer¬ 
ence  is  short  of  resources  to  keep 
1  up  with  the  growing  numbers. 

"Do  you  know  where  your 
brother  is?” 

Bishop  Jokomo  stressed  the 
importance  of  knowing  the  mis¬ 
sion  status  of  other  conferences 
and  countries.  The  Bishop  was 
happy  for  the  hospitality  and  the 
knowledge  which  he  received  in 
^Louisiana.  He  acknowledged 
gratefully  the  funds  and  supplies 
sent  to  his  conference,  but  he 
urged  Methodists  to  know  their 
brothers  and  sisters  in  Christ.  The 
Bishop  invited  all  who  are  inter¬ 
ested  to  visit  Zimbabwe  and 
hare  in  their  rich  religious  cul¬ 
ture.  He  promises  that  a  trip  to 
Zimbabwe  will  change  your  life. 


Rev.  Mary  Baugh  and  Rev.  Frank  Akin  take  the  opportunity  to  learn 
more  about  the  church  in  Zimbabwe  from  Bishop  Jokomo. 


Bishop  and  Mrs.  Oden 
begin  Global  Visitation 


Your  prayers  are  requested  for 
Bishop  and  Marilyn  Oden  who 
left  Sunday.  August  20  to  go  on 
their  Global  Visitation  to 
Southern  and  Central  Europe. 
The  trip  begins  in  Seoul,  Korea 
where  they  will  first  attend  the 
World  Gathering  of  Methodist 
Bishops/Presidents. 

A  Global  Visitation  is 
required  of  every  bishop  once 
every  four  years  and  gives  the 
Council  of  Bishops  and  the 
entire  church  an  opportunity  to 
learn  and  share  with  other  United 
Methodist  Conferences  around 
the  world.  There  have  been 
many  requests  for  Bishop  Oden 
to  preach  and  share  about 
Louisiana  United  Methodism. 
The  Odens  will  also  begin  their 
visits  to  congregations  in  Vienna, 
Austria.  While  in  Austria. 
Bishop  Oden  will  visit  with  con¬ 
gregations  in  Salzburg.  Linz. 
Graz,  and  a  United  Methodist- 
run  center  for  children  and 
young  people  of  the  whole  coun¬ 
try  of  Austria  in  Linz. 

From  Austria,  the  Odens  will 
travel  to  the  Slovak  Republic  and 
visit  congregations  in  Bratislava 
and  Prague.  Bishop  Oden  will 
also  meet  with  the  Slovak  United 
Methodist  Council. 

The  Odens  will  then  travel  to 
the  Czech  Republic  and  visit 
with  congregations  in  Valtice- 
Nikulov,  Jihlava,  Prague,  and 
Plzen.  They  will  visit  a  center 
for  Christian  help  to  people  with¬ 
out  their  own  home  in  Jihlava,  a 
ministry  for  the  handicapped  in 
Kladno,  and  a  center  for 


Christian  help  for  people  who 
have  been  in  prison  in  Plzen. 

UMCOR  has  asked  Bishop 
Oden  to  travel  into  Central 
Bosnia  and  visit  the  United 
Methodist  refugee  camp  and 
relief  center  in  Split,  Croatia, 
which  has  become  one  of  the 
major  refugee  and  relief  centers 
in  the  area.  The  Odens  will  also 
visit  a  military  hospital  in 
Zagreb. 


Before  returning  to  Louisiana 
on  September  21.  the  Odens  will 
make  brief  stop  in  Switzerland, 
where  they  will  visit  a  United 
Methodist-run  retreat  center  in 
the  Alps. 


About 
Africa 
University ... 

"It’s  developed  beyond 
expectations,”  said  Bishop 
Christopher  Jokomo  of  the 
progress  of  Africa 
University.  During  his 
visit  to  Baton  Rouge, 
Bishop  Jokomo  had  the 
opportunity  to  share  the 
progress  of  the  university. 

Four  dormitories,  the 
student  center  and  the 
largest  teaching  building 
are  open.  The  university  is 
currently  offering  degrees 
in  theology,  agriculture, 
business  and  education. 

Africa  University  is 
training  some  of  the  local 
pastors  in  Zimbabwe  to 
become  ordained  clergy  in 
The  United  Methodist 
Church. 


IN  MEMORIAM 


Our  prayers  go  to  the 
family,  congregation  and 
friends  of  Rev.  John  D. 
V.  Hamilton,  Jr.  who 
died  August  10,  1995. 
Rev.  Hamilton.  61.  was 
the  pastor  of  Boynton 
UMC  in  Gretna.  He  is  sur¬ 
vived  by  his  wife.  Barbara 
Materre  Hamilton:  daugh¬ 
ter,  Chenise  N.  Hamilton; 
father,  John  D.  V. 
Hamilton.  Sr.;  and  many 
nieces,  nephews  and  other 
relatives. 

Funeral  services  were 
held  Monday,  August  14  at 
Dillard's  Lawless  Memorial 
Chapel.  The  John  D.  V. 
Hamilton.  Jr.  Fund  has  been 
set  up  to  receive  gifts  and 
memorials. 


m 


CONFERENCE  PROGRAM 
CALENDAR 

SEPTEMBER.  1995 

United  Methodist  Men’s  Sunday,  A  Sunday  in  September 

8  Board  of  Discipleship/Christian  Education  Committee, 

First  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  11:00  a.m.  -  1:30  p.m. 

9  Conference  Council  on  Ministries  Fall  Meeting,  First  Church, 
Alexandria,  10:00  a.m. 

10  Conference  Center  Finance  Committee  Meeting 
13-14  Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference  -  Board  of  Directors 

Meeting,  Lafayette,  Roman  Catholic  Center 
14  United  Methodist  Women  Executive  Committee  Meeting 
15-16  United  Methodist  Women  Conference  Annual  Meeting, 

Asbury  UMC,  Lafayette 

16  Health  and  Welfare  Ministries  Fall  Meeting,  Peoples 
Community  Center,  New  Orleans,  10:00  a.m.  -1:00  p.m. 

17  Retired  Ministers  Homes  Sunday 

24  Second  Mile  Sunday  -  Special  offering  for  New  Orleans  and 
Slidell  churches  and  other  church-owned  buildings  damaged 
in  May  flood 

24- 25  Cabinet  Meeting 

25- 27  Quest  for  Quality  II,  First  Church,  Alexandria 
30  Youth  Fall  Convocation,  La.  College,  Pineville 

30  Family  Ministries,  Broadmoor  UMC  Baton  Rouge, 

9:00  a.m.-2:00  p.m. 

OCTOBER.  1995 
1  World  Communion  Sunday 

5  Council  on  Finance  and  Administration  Fall  Meeting, 
Conference  Office,  10:00  a.m. 

5-6  Christian  Educators  Fellowship  Retreat,  Tall  Timbers, 
Alexandria 

7  Conference  Board  of  Laity  Meeting,  Newman  Church, 
Alexandria,  9:00  a.m. 

7  S.S.T.E.P.  Training,  FUMC,  Alexandria,  10:00  a.m.  -  2:00  p.m. 
10  Planning  and  Research  Committee,  Conference  Office, 

10:00  a.m. 


O.  Fred  Loy,  Jr. 
Conference  Lay  Leader 


A  word 
about 
religion 
and 

politics 

United  Methodists  have  always 
been  active  in  the  social  and  polit¬ 
ical  issues  of  their  day.  It  is 
important  for  us  to  be  active  in  the 

public  issues  of  today.  Shortly  our  state  will  have  elections  for 
governor,  other  statewide  offices,  and  members  of  the 
Legislature.  You  are  aware  of  the  many  issues  that  need 
addressing.  A  short  list  would  include: 

A.  The  proliferation  of  gambling 

B.  Strengthening  of  public  education 

C.  Economic  development 

In  addition  to  voting,  there  are  other  ways  you  can  make  a 
difference.  You  can  become. involved  in  the  campaign  of  a  can¬ 
didate  or  work  with  a  nonpartisan  committee  such  as  the 
Committee  for  a  SECURE  Louisiana.  For  the  past  two  years,  a 
diverse  group  of  private  citizens  has  worked  with  public  offi¬ 
cials  to  drastically  cut  the  cost  of  our  government  in  Louisiana. 
SECURE  -  the  Select  Council  of  Revenues  and  Expenditures  - 
brings  together  committed  reformers  from  all  walks  of  life: 
business  owners,  labor  leaders,  state  and  local  public  servants, 
educators,  students,  policy  analysts  and  government  watchdogs. 

The  goals  of  SECURE  are: 

*  streamline  state  government 

make  Louisiana  agencies  more  efficient  and 
effective 

*  invest  in  education 

*  focus  on  economic  development 

*  ensure  a  brighter  future  for  our  state 

If  you  would  like  to  be  a  part  of  this  grass  roots  effort  to  help 
reform  Louisiana,  you  can  call  the  SECURE  office  for  more 
information  at  1(800)400-2345. 

After  the  Constitutional  Convention  creating  the  United 
States,  a  lady  asked  Benjamin  Franklin  what  form  of  govern¬ 
ment  had  been  decided  upon  -  his  reply  was,  a  democracy,  if 
you  can  keep  it.  Today  we,  as  United  Methodists,  need  to  con¬ 
tinue  to  work  to  make  sure  we  keep  our  democracy.  One  vital 
necessity  for  democracy  to  continue  is  an  informed  and 
involved  citizenry.  Do  your  part  and  get  involved! 

Bishop  Oden  has  invited  conference  leaders  to  share  their  thoughts  with  the  conference  over 
the  summer. 


Quest  for  Quality  One 
Minicourse 

If  you  have  not  been  able  to  attend 
Quest  for  Quality  One, 
you  still  have  the  opportunity ! 

Who:  Anyone  who  would  like  to 

participate  in  Quest  One*  or 
would  like  a  refresher  for 
Quest  One 

When:  September  25, 1995 
10:00  am  -  12:30  pm 

Where:  First  UMC,  Alexandria 

Suggested  Reading:  Quest  for  Quality 
In  the  Church:  A  New  Paradigm 
by  Ezra  Earl  Jones 

Fee:  $15  (make  check  to  LA  Annual  Conference) 

Send:  Your  Check 

Name,  Address,  Phone 
and  Church 

To:  Sandy  Baugh,  CCOM 
527  North  Blvd. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 
(504)346-1646 


Quest  One  is  the  prerequiste  for  Quest  Two 


J 

ti  a  55 


13  Bishop  Society  Event,  University  Club,  Shreveport,  6:30  p.m. 

14  Bishop  Society  Event,  Hotel  Bentley,  Alexandria,  12:00  noon 
14  Bishop  Society  Event,  Country  Club  of  Louisiana, 

Baton  Rouge,  6:00  p.m. 

14  Conf.  Special  Ministries  Fall  Mtg,  Peoples  Community  Center, 
New  Orleans,  10:00  a.m.  -  2:00  p.m. 

11-15  Cursillo  No.  48,  Tall  Timbers 

15  Laity  Sunday 
17-18  Cabinet  Meeting 

20-21  United  Methodist  Women  District  Elected  Leaders  Training, 
Tall  Timbers 

22  Good  Samaritan  Observance 

26-30>  School  of  Congregational  Development,  Asbury  Church, 
Bossier  City 


Faith  forum 
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President's  anti-smoking  plan  worthy  of  support 


The  United  Methodist 

REPORTER 


President  Clinton’s  proposal  to 
reduce  smoking  by  children  and 
adolescents  by  50  percent  over  the 
next  seven  years  deserves  the 
enthusiastic  support  of  all  United 
Methodists  (see  illustration  at 
right). 

Coming  from  the  wise  counsel 
of  the  American  Medical  Associ¬ 
ation  and  the  Institute  of  Medi¬ 
cine,  this  proposal  is  in  complete 
agreement  with  The  United 
Methodist  Church's  longtime 
advocacy  of  abstinence  from  all 
tobacco  products. 

The  church’s  Social  Principles 
boldly  state: 

“In  light  of  the  overwhelming 
evidence  that  tobacco  smoking  and 
the  use  of 

smokeless  joe  Camel  and  the 


Editorial 


tobacco  are  haz-  .  .  ,,  ..  . 

ardous  to  the  Marlboro  Man  must  be  put 
health  of  per-  out  to  pasture  before  they 
sons  of  all  ages.  and  their  carcinogenic 

'totafabstinence  cartoon  compatriots  ruin 
from  the  use  of  the  health  of  another 
tobacco.  generation. 

“We  urge  - 

that  our  educa¬ 
tional  and  communication 


dollars  in  higher  insurance  premi¬ 
ums  and  health  care  expenses. 

To  all  this  the  tobacco  manu¬ 
facturers’ response  has  been:  "Sue 
me.”  That,  too,  is  both  insidious 
and  immoral. 

From  now  until  the  end  of 
October,  President  Clinton's  pro¬ 
posal  is  open  to  public  comment 
and  public  hearings  across  the 
country. 

■  Now’s  the  time  for  United 
Methodists  to  swell  a  rising  tide  of 
public  support  for  curbing  teen 
smoking.  We 

—  i .  recommend: 

✓  Write  your 
congressional 
representatives 
in  support  of 
President  Clin¬ 
ton’s  “Children 
and  Tobacco: 
The  Proposal” 
to  curb  teen  use 
of  tobacco. 


resources  be  utilized  to  support  and 
encourage  such  abstinence." 

In  our  recommendation  of  total 
abstinence  (all  ages),  we  United 
Methodists  go  farther  than  the 
president  has  gone  so  far.  Never¬ 
theless,  he  deserves  our  support 
for  his  first  step  and  our  encour¬ 
agement  to  go  farther. 

In  announcing  his  initiative, 
Mr.  Clinton  quoted  researchers 
who  estimate  that  every  day  3,000 
young  people — that’s  a  million 
each  year — begin  to  smoke  and 
that  1 ,000  of  them  will  die  of  can¬ 
cer,  emphysema,  heart  disease 
and  other  diseases  caused  by 
tobacco.  That  situation  is  both 
insidious  and  immoral — particu¬ 
larly  the  latter  since  the  situation 
itself  is  avoidable. 

For  decades  cigarette  manufac¬ 
turers  have  suffocated  people  with 
their  products  while  making  mil¬ 
lions  of  dollars  on  those  products 
and  brazenly  denying  any  health 
hazards.  Their  irresponsible  actions 
have  cost  all  Americans  millions  of 


✓  Review  the  UnitedMethodist 
Social  Principles  about  tobacco 
along  with  United  Methodist 
General  Conference  resolutions 
related  to  tobacco  and  other 
addictive  and  harmful  drugs 
[pages  41,  215, 234,  274,  367  and 
428  of  The  1992  Book  of  Resolu¬ 
tions], 

✓  Quit  smoking,  if  you  smoke, 
for  better  health  and  as  an  exam¬ 
ple  to  teens. 

✓  Talk  with  your  children  and 
grandchildren  about  the  addictive 
nature  of  nicotine  in  tobacco 
products.  Ask  them  to  ban  tobac¬ 
co  products  from  their  lifestyle. 

✓  Sponsor  stop-smoking  clin¬ 
ics  at  your  local  church  for  teens 
and  adults  already  addicted  to 
tobacco’s  nicotine. 

✓  Request  that  Sunday  school 
teachers  and  church  youth  coun¬ 
selors  spend  at  least  one  session 
discussing  with  teens  and  pre- 
teens  the  health  risks  of  using 
tobacco  products. 

✓  Write  a  letter  to  your  local 
newspaper  editor,  church  newspa- 


President  Clinton’s  Proposal 
on  Curbing  Tobacco 

Reduce  Easy  Access  by  Children 

•-  Requires  age  verification  and  face-to- 
face  sale  and  eliminates  mail  order 
sales,  vending  machines,  free  sam¬ 
ples,  self-service  displays  and  sale 
of  single  cigarettes  (“loosies”)  and 
packages  with  fewer  than  20  ciga¬ 
rettes  (“kiddie  packs”). 

Reduce  Appeal  to  Children 

*-  Ban  outdoor  advertising  with¬ 
in  1 ,000  feet  of  schools  and  play¬ 
grounds.  Permit  black-and-white 
text-only  advertising  for  all  other  out¬ 
door  advertising,  including  billboards, 
signs  inside  and  outside  of  buses  and 
all  point-of-purchase  advertising. 

»  Permit  black-and-white  text-only 
advertising  in  publications  with  significant 
youth  readership  (under  18).  (Significant  reader- 
ship  means  more  than  15  percent  or  more  than  2 
million.  No  restrictions  on  print  advertising  below 
these  thresholds). 

*■  Prohibit  sale  or  giveaway  of  products  like  caps 
or  gym  bags  that  carry  cigarette  or  smokeless  tobac¬ 
co  product  brand  names  or  logos.  Prohibit  exchange 

of  non-tobacco  products  for  , _ 

proof  of  purchase  of  tobac¬ 
co  products. 

•"  Prohibit  brand  name 
sponsorship  of  sporting  or 
entertainment  events  but  per¬ 
mit  it  in  the  corporate  name. 

»■  Require  industry  to  fund 
($150  million  annually)  a  pub¬ 
lic  education  campaign  to  pre¬ 
vent  kids  from  smoking. 


President  Clinton 
outlines  his  anti¬ 
smoking  plan  to 
the  convention  of 
Progressive 
National  Baptists. 

RELIGION  NEWS 
SERVICE  PHOTO 


The  word  is  out  on  tobacco 

“ Smoking  kills  more  Americans  each  year  than  AIDS, 
alcohol,  car  accidents,  murder,  suicide,  illegal  drugs  and 
fires  combined.  More  women  die  from  lung  cancer 
than  from  breast  cancer.” 

—Institute  of  Medicine  of  the  National  Academy 

of  Science 

‘The  estimate  of  tobacco-related  deaths 
worldwide  is  3  million  a  year  now,  but  by 
the  21st  century  10  million  deaths 
worldwide  every  year  will  occur 
through  tobacco-related  illnesses." 

— Jerald  Scott,  national  coordinator  of 
the  United  Methodist  Special  Program  on 
Substance  Abuse  and  Related  Violence 

“Research  shows  that  many  children 
start  smoking  when  they're  11,  12  or  13 
and  become  addicted  by  16,  17  and  18." 

— Dr.  David  Kessler,  Food  and  Drug  Administration 

“About  400,000  people  ih  the  United  States  die 
each  year  due  to  cancer,  respiratory  illness,  heart  dis¬ 
ease  and  other  tobacco-related  health  problems." 

— U.  S.  Department  of  Health  and  Human  Services 

“In  1993  the  health  care  costs  associated  with  smoking 
totaled  $50  billion.  That  included  $26. 9  billion  for  hospital  costs, 
$15.5  billion  for  doctors,  $4.9  billion  for  nursing  homes,  $1.8 
_ _  billion  for  medicines  and  $900  mil¬ 
lion  for  home  health  care." 

— Centers  for  Disease  Control  and 
Prevention 

‘The  most  advertised  (ciga¬ 
rette)  brands  are  the  ones 
that  young  people  smoke  in 
this  country. " 

— Donna  Shalala,  Secretary  of 
Health  and  Human  Services 


UMR  ILLUSTRATION  BY  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


per  editor  or  call  a  local  radio  talk 
show  expressing  your  support  of 
the  president’s  proposal  to  curb 
teenage  use  of  tobacco. 

✓  Boycott  other  products  man¬ 
ufactured  by  tobacco-based  com¬ 
panies. 


This  hard-line  approach  won’t 
rest  easily  all  across  the  church. 
We  United  Methodists  in  certain 
parts  of  the  country  owe  much, 
including  the  founding  and  finan¬ 
cial  soundness  of  some  of  our 
greatest  universities,  to  riches 


gained  from  the  growth,  process¬ 
ing  and  sales  of  tobacco  products. 

It’s  time,  though,  to  say  that 
enough’s  enough.  If  we  have  con¬ 
gregations,  camps,  conferences, 
schools,  etc.  that  can’t  make  ir 
without  what  amounts  to  a  tobac¬ 


co  subsidy,  then  we  may  have  to 
bid  them  adieu. 

Joe  Camel  and  the  Marlboro 
Man  must  be  put  out  to  pasture 
before  they  and  their  carcinogenic 
cartoon  compatriots  ruin  the 
health  of  another  generation. 


Why  paranoia  about  contemporary  worship? 


Why  the  paranoia  about  contem¬ 
porary  worship  (see  UMR ,  Aug.  4)? 

Our  congregation  experiences 
contemporary  worship  every  Sun¬ 
day.  It  is  precisely  because  of  this 
style  of  worship  that  the  people  are 
growing  spiritually  and  are  con¬ 
necting  faith  with  day-to-day  life. 

I  have  been  a  United  Methodist 
pastor  for  20  years.  I  have  never 
served  a  more  spiritual  and  com¬ 
mitted  congregation  than  the  one 
rcurrently  serve.  I  attribute  most 
of  the  congregation’s  life  and 
vitality  to  relevant,  celebrative, 
contemporary  worship. 

While  we  United  Methodists 
stubbornly  stick  to  “the  old  way” 
of  doing  worship,  many  of  our 
churches  are  declining  or  even 
dying.  Don’t  see  contemporary 
worship  as  a  source  of  suspicion, 
see  it  as  a  way  of  bringing  new  life 
to  our  churches! 

Stuart  Green 
Marietta,  Georgia 


I'm  disturbed 

I  hear  an  assumption  in  the 
Reporter's  Aug.  4  editorial  on  con- 


BEYOND  BELL 


:f 


Letters 
to  the  Editor 


temporary  worship  that,  if  truly 
present,  disturbs  me.  That  assump¬ 
tion  is  that  contemporary  worship 
is  by  definition  not  able  to  sustain 
disciples,  only  attract  them-there- 
fore.  it  is  also  assumed  that  gradu¬ 
ation  to  real  and  substantial  (i.e.  tra¬ 
ditional)  worship  is  necessary. 

Understandably  in  the  “seeker” 
and  “seeker  sensitive”  models  and 
other  models  of  contemporary 
worship  this  is  one  possible  sce¬ 
nario.  Let  me  suggest,  however, 
that  a  change  to  a  non-traditional 
format  may  very  effectively 
address  “confession,  repentance, 
and  forgiveness  through  celebra¬ 
tion  of  God’s  grace,  through 
prayer,  through  proclamation  of 
God’s  word  and  through  our 
response  to  that  word.” 

Worship  needs  to  be  in  the  cul¬ 
tural  key  of  those  who  worship,  in 


a  changing  world  where  images 
of  our  media-formed  minds  are 
closer  to  the  orally  transmitted 
stories  of  the  Ancients  than  they 
are  to  the  printed  page  of  an  era 
that  is  passing. 

We  need  to  put  the  Gospel  into 
new  wineskins,  because  new  lives 
are  being  transformed.  Yes,  some 
contemporary  worship  may  be 
worship  “lite,”  but  mine  is  one 
voice  cautioning  that  we  make  a 
serious  mistake  to  insist  that  every¬ 
one  will  someday  find  true  disci- 
pleship  in  traditional  worship. 
David  P.  Harris 
Ephrata,  Pennsylvania 

More  counseling  urged 

Re:  the  editorial,  “Time  to 
repeat  the  word  of  love”  (see 
UMR ,  Aug.  1 1 ):  I  agree  with  you 
but  I  must  go  beyond. 

One  of  the  primary  ways  to 
practice  and  promote  Christian 
love  is  to  make  trained  pastoral 
counseling  and  emotional  therapy 
more  generally  understood  and 
openly  available.  This  counseling 
should  be  available  not  only  to  our 
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congregations  but  to  the  general 
public  so  as  to  catch  the  emotional 
aberrations  and  deviations  before 
they  get  so  entirely  out  of  control. 

This  is  not  an  attempt  to  excuse 
their  sins  but  to  understand  and  to 
take  steps  in  the  future  so  that  this 
type  of  illness  may  be  arrested  at  an 
earlier  stage.  Such  a  tragedy  could 
possibly  have  been  averted  through 
more  adequate  therapeutic  aid  in 
Christian  love  at  an  earlier  time. 

Lawrence  A.  Brown 
Nashville,  Tennessee 

A  rebuttal 

Gary  L.  Thurman's  recent 
“Here  I  Stand"  article  (see  UMR. 
Aug.  4)  suggested  several  propos¬ 
als  to  strengthen  The  United 
Methodist  Church.  However, 
many  of  his  suggestions  are  exact¬ 
ly  the  reasons  why  we  continual¬ 
ly  lose  about  1  percent  of  our 
membership  annually. 

Limit  appointments  to  5 
years:  Every  church  consultant 
suggests  the  opposite.  Ministry 
begins  at  the  5  year  mark. 

Limit  a  clergy  compensation 
to  90  percent  of  district  super¬ 
intendents:  Adynamic  method  to 
kill  initiative. 

Select  district  superinten¬ 
dents  by  secret  ballot  to  elimi¬ 
nate  competition:  This  would 
Actually  increase  the  competition 
as  those  seeking  the  office  would 
organize  campaigns. 

Equalize  retirements:  Again 
this  kills  initiative.  Our  packages 
are  on  the  low  end  of  society  now. 
Why  are  so  many  of  our  clergy 
"Moonlighting"  to  prepare  them¬ 
selves  for  retirement? 

Require  laity  to  be  members 
for  five  years  before  holding 
office:  Heavens,  let's  not  let  new 
and  fresh  ideas  into  the  church. 

Minimize  clergy  politics  in 
local  congregations  by  naming 
the  lay  leader  as  head  of  the 
nomination  committee:  If  you 
really  want  to  change  a  church 
which  is  stymied  in  “The  Good  ’Ol 
Boy”  tradition,  it  is  the  Nomina¬ 
tions  Committee  that  can  make 
that  change.  Placing  a  person  that 
could  be  a  part  of  the  old  group  that 
resists  change  would  be  a  disaster. 

Reed  C.  Justus 
Waxahachie,  Texas , 


Serving  a  cross-racial 
appointment  taught 
me  about  change 


By).  D,  PHILLIPS 

I  am  an  African  American 
serving  my  fifth  year  in  my  sec¬ 
ond  appointment  at  a  predomi¬ 
nantly  white  congregation. 

For  the  past  eight  years  I  have 
been  forced  to  look  at  reality  in 
a  different  way —  a  more  expan¬ 
sive  and  meaningful  way.  I 
haven't  sold  out.  I  haven't  for¬ 
gotten  my  identity  or  betrayed 
my  heritage.  I  have  not  become 
an  Oreo  Cookie:  “Black  on  the 
outside  but  white  on  the  inside." 

However.  I  have  had  to  give 
up  some  of  my  previous  inter¬ 
pretations  of  reality.  Coming  to 
a  predominantly  white  congre¬ 
gation  was  like  leaving  the  com¬ 
fort  and  security  of  home  and 
venturing  away  to  an  uncom¬ 
fortable  and  insecure  situation. 

Pastoring  a  predominantly 
white  congregation  reminds  me 
of  when  I  played  my  second  golf 
course. 

I  began  playing  golf  at  the 
Killeen  Municipal  Golf  Course. 
After  playing  for  several  months, 
a  friend  invited  me  to  play  at  Fort 
Hood.  The  same  rules  applied,  the 
same  skills  were  demanded,  and 
I  needed  the  same  clubs;  but  the 
course  at  Ford  Hood  was  an 
entirely  different  experience. 


My  Witness 


The  Rev.  J.  D. 

'  Phillips  is  pastor  of 

Aldersgate  United 
_  ■  Methodist  Church, 

WL  £  JhU  Arlington,  Texas 
f  ■  ( Central  Texas 

L  :  B  Conference). 


My  experience  in  pastoring 
predominantly  white  congrega¬ 
tions  has  been  similar.  The  same 
gifts  and  graces  are  required, 
and  the  objective  is  basically  the 
same.  However,  the  course  is 
laid  out  differently,  taking  me 
beyond  my  comfort  zone. 

This  “leaving  home"  is  a  jour¬ 
ney  within  ourselves;  examining 
our  lives  intellectually,  emotion¬ 
ally  and  spiritually  and  exploring 
seriously  the  values  that  govern 
our  daily  behavior  and  staying 
open  to  new  learning.  The  dis¬ 
tance  we  travel  is  between  our  two 
ears,  and  our  destiny  is  inner  trans¬ 
formation:  becoming  more  of  the 
person  we  were  created  to  be. 

This  is  how  the  Christian  com¬ 
munity  was  bom.  The  first  believ¬ 
ers  were  willing  to  leave  home. 
Something  happened  inside  of  them 
and  they  were  no  longer  the  same. 


Tell  us  your  views! 

Address  letters  for 
publication  to  "Letters  to 
the  Editor."  Include  your 
full  name,  address  and 
telephone  number: 

(3DBy  mail  to  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas, TX  75266- 
0275 

®  By  fax  to  214-630-0079 
/  By  E-mail: 

EcuNet:  mailbox  "UMR" 
CompuServe:  76113,662. 
Internet: 

761 13.662@compuserve.com 


UNITED  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY 
PRESIDENT 

United  Theological  Seminary,  a  graduate  professional 
school  of  the  United  Methodist  Church,  invites 
applicants  for  the  position  of  President  United  is  a 
multi-racial,  transcultural,  ecumenical  community 
of  teaming  with  a  student-centered  curriculum  rooted 
in  contextual  education.  Applicants  should  have  a 
strong  commitment  to  the  Christian  tradition, 
demonstrated  effectiveness  in  leadership  and  ministry 
in  the  local  church.  Ph.D.  or  equivalent 
qualifications  preferred. 

Inquiries,  nominations  and  letters  of  application, 
accompanied  by  a  resume  should  be  sent  to: 
United  Theological  Seminary,  Box  16952, 
Trotwood,  Ohio  45426  by  November  1, 1995. 
United  Seminary  is  an  Equal  Opportunity  and 
Affirmative  Action  Employer. 
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From  news  and  staff  reports 
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TOBACCO  DEBATE:  Presi¬ 
dent  Clinton's  decision  to  further 
restrict  children’s  and  teens' 
access  to  tobacco  is  “the  great¬ 
est  thing  he  has  done  in  his 
administration.”  So  says  Jane 
Hull  Harvey,  a  staff  member  of 
the  United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society 
(see  related  editorial  on  Page  2  in 
this  issue). 

OPEN  FORUM:  Native  Amer¬ 
icans  do  not  have  to  stop  being 
who  they  are  to  be  in  communi¬ 
cation  and  fellowship  with  oth¬ 
ers.  That  was  the  ever  present 
theme  during  the  third  annual 
Native  American  Theological 
Forum  Aug.  1 1  - 1 2  on  the  campus 
of  the  School  of  Theology  at 
Claremont.  The  Rev.  Homer 
Noley  said  the  purpose  of  the 
forum  was  to  bring  traditional 
Native  Americans  together 
with  Christian  Native  Ameri¬ 
can  leaders;  “not  into  a  situation 
of  debate,  but  into  a  situation  of 
fellowship  and  friendship  to  pre¬ 
sent  ideas  and  speak  freely  with¬ 
out  the  fear  of  being  called 
'pagan'." 

LEADERSHIP  FOCUS:  Lead¬ 
ership  development  was  a  key 
issue  when  70  church  women 
from  18  Latin  American  and 
Caribbean  countries  met  Aug. 
7-12  for  “Women:  Church  and 
Society."  The  event  was  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Council  of  Evangel¬ 
ical  Methodist  Churches  in  Latin 
America  and  the  Caribbean 
(CIEMAL)  and  the  Federation  of 
Methodist  Women  of  Latin 
America. 

NEW  DIRECTOR:  The  Rev. 
Paul  Ojibway,  a  Native  Ameri¬ 
can  Franciscan  friar  of  the 
Atonement,  has  been  named 
director  of  legislation  for  Inter¬ 
faith  Impact  for  Justice  and 
Peace,  a  public  policy  advocacy 
group  supported  by  32  faith 
groups  including  The  United 
Methodist  Church. 

ELECTED:  The  Revs.  Jorge 
Bravo  and  Jorge  Figueroa  were 
elected  co-president  of  the 
Methodist  Church  in  Peru  dur¬ 
ing  the  Aug.  3-6  assembly.  They 
will  serve  during  a  one-year  tran¬ 
sition  period  leading  to  a  restruc¬ 
ture  of  the  church. 

HABITAT  HOUSING:  The 

Catholic  Daughters  of  the  Ameri¬ 
cas,  a  women's  auxiliary  of  the 
Knights  of  Columbus,  a  Roman 
Catholic  Fraternal  organization, 
says  it  will  join  forces  with 
Habitat  for  Humanity  to  build 
housing  for  the  poor.  It  has  cho¬ 
sen  Oklahoma  City  as  the  site  of 
its  first  cooperative  effort. 

MARTYRS'  FUND:  The  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church  (U.S.A.)  has  ini¬ 
tiated  a  “Martyrs'  Fund  to  aid 
families  of  Presbyterian  clergy 
killed  because  of  their 
ministry.  Among  the  first  recipi¬ 
ents  of  the  aid  will  be  the  family 
of  the  Rev.  Manual  Saquic 
Vasquez  of  the  National  Evan¬ 
gelical  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Guatemala. 

BIBLICAL  RIGHTS:  Interna¬ 
tional  Bible  Society  recently 
agreed  to  allow  Zondervan 
Publishing  Company  exclusive 
publishing  rights  to  the  New 
International  Version  to  the 
year  2023. 


Clergywomen:  'tidal  wave  of  future' 


Speaker:  'History  remembers  those  who  change  the  faith ' 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

ATLANTA — Clergywomen 
are  the  crest  of  "God's  great  tidal 
wave  of  history"  pulling  the 
church  into  the  future  and  trans¬ 
forming  it,  says  Marjorie  Suchoc- 
ki. 

Dr.  Suchocki,  vice  president  of 
academic  affairs  and  dean  at  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist-related  School  of 
Theology  at  Claremont  (Calif.), 
addressed  some  800  participants 
at  the  1995  International  United 
Methodist  Clergywomen's  Con¬ 
sultation  held  in  Atlanta  Aug.  7- 
11. 

She  compared  the  movement 
of  large  numbers  of  women  into 
ordained  ministry  and  into  lead¬ 
ership  positions  in  church  and  the¬ 
ological  institutions  to  other 
church-transforming  movements 
such  as  those  initiated  by  the  writ¬ 
ings  of  Martin  Luther,  St.  Thomas 
Aquinas,  St.  Augustine,  John 
Wesley  and  Reinhold  Neibuhr. 

"Didn't  you  notice  in  your 
church  history,"  she  asked,  "that 
the  only  people  you  read  about 
were  the  people  who  radically 
changed  Christianity?  The  people 
who  refused  to  change  never 
made  it  into  the  history  books." 

(Some  5.400  of  the  estimated 
40,000  United  Methodist  clergy, 
which  include  local  pastors,  are 
women.  Some  4,000  clergy¬ 
women  serve  local  churches, 
according  to  the  church's  agency 
on  higher  education  and  ministry. 
Some  40  to  50  percent  of  all  cur¬ 
rent  seminary  students  are 
women.) 

Tidal  waves,  Dr.  Suchocki 
said,  stir  up  a  lot  of  sand.  And  a 
“fierce  undertow”  will  seek  to 


“reverse  the  wave  and  re-establish 
the  waters  of  an  older  order,"  she 
said. 

The  tension  between  the  pull  of 
the  future  and  the  desire  to  retreat 
to  a  comforting  and  cherished  past 
always  occurs  within  the  church 
in  transforming  moments,  Dr. 
Suchocki  said. 


The  past  is  not  discarded,  she 
explained,  but  is  built  on,  reinter¬ 
preted  in  light  of  the  present  and 
woven  into  the  future. 

Dr.  Suchocki  told  the  clergy¬ 
women  that  while  they  may  some¬ 
times  wish  for  more  gentle  waters, 
that  is  not  the  situation  in  which 
they  find  themselves.  The  process 


of  transforming  a  church  is  not. 
and  never  has  been.  easy,  she  said. 

When  the  transformation  is  of 
"tidal  proportions."  as  it  is  now. 
she  said,  "there  are  controversy, 
accusations,  fear,  hatred.” 

“.  .  .  Trust  in  God's  empower¬ 
ing  grace  and  take  courage,"  she 
concluded. 


PHOTO  BY  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

ATLANTA— The  story  of  Mary  (the  Rev.  Diana  Holbert,  right)  and  Martha  (the  Rev.  Karen 
Poole)  comes  to  life  in  the  premiere  performance  of  an  original  one-act  drama  "Feasting  in 
an  Age  of  Fasts"  by  the  Rev.  Heather  Murray  Elkins  at  the  recent  clergywomen's  consulta¬ 
tion.  In  this  scene,  tensions  erupt  between  sisters  when  Mary  prefers  to  sit  and  listen  at  Jesus' 
feet  rather  than  help  her  sister  in  the  kitchen.  In  the  end,  the  sisters  embrace.  The  clergy¬ 
women  used  many  arts  and  crafts  in  the  consultation  to  enhance  worship  including  dance, 
drama,  textiles,  graphics,  ceramics  and  music. 


Remembering  war  brings 
' time  for  lamentation' 


ATLANTA — The  bitter  legacy 
of  a  war  that  ended  50  years  ago 
created  a  tense  moment  at  the 
recent  United  Methodist  Clergy- 
women’s  Consultation  in  Atlanta. 

The  Hiroshima-bom  consulta¬ 
tion  co-chair,  the  Rev.  Nobuko 
Miyake-Stone,  planned  to  speak 
of  the  horrors  her  mother  had  suf¬ 
fered  when  an  atomic  bomb  incin¬ 
erated  Hiroshima. 

But  a  powerful  presentation  by 
the  Rev.  Se  Hee  Han,  a  Korean, 
which  depicted  the  Japanese  as 
perpetrators  rather  than  as  vic¬ 
tims.  led  Ms.  Miyake-Stoner  to 
change  her  plans. 

During  World  War  II,  Ms.  Han 
told  members  of  the  consultation, 
Japanese  military  abducted  a  large 
number  of  Korean  women  and 
forced  them  to  become  “comfort 
women"  for  Japanese  soldiers. 

“Life  at  the  'comfort  station’ 
was  a  living  hell  for  these  women 
as  they  were  beaten,  tortured  and 
raped  daily  by  as  many  as  20-30 
military  men,"  Ms.  Han  said. 

At  the  war’s  end,  she  said,  out 
of  shame  and  fear  of  ostracism,  the 
women  remained  silent.  The  plight 
of  these  Korean  women  became 
public  only  recently,  she  said. 

Following  Ms.  Han's  presenta¬ 
tion,  Ms.  Miyake-Stoner,  a  diminu¬ 
tive  woman  with  a  powerful  voice, 
acknowledged  the  Koreans'  pain 
by  departing  from  her  original  text 
as  printed  in  the  program. 

“I  am  the  daughter  of  a 


. .  .Clergywomen 
spoke  out  on  behalf  of 
women  throughout  the 
world  who  suffer  the 
effects  of  war, 
revolution,  abuse, 
ostracism,  age,  physical 
difficulties . . . 


kamikaze  pilot,"  she  said.  (Japan¬ 
ese  kamikaze  pilots  plowed  their 
planes  into  U.S.  ships  in  suicide 
missions  during  World  War  II.) 

She  acknowledged  the  suffering 
caused  by  the  Japanese  military. 

“I  am  an  inheritor  of  suffering 
inflicted  on  my  country  and  by  my 
country,"  she  said. 

“It  is  a  time  for  lamentation.” 

Laments  for  other  bitter  lega¬ 
cies  were  given  voice  in  worship 
at  the  consultation. 

One  by  one,  in  a  poignant  wor¬ 
ship  segment  titled  "Voices  of 
Anger,”  Latina.  Mexican.  Native 
American.  Asian.  African  and 
Anglo  clergywomen  spoke  out  on 
behalf  of  women  throughout  the 
world  who  suffer  the  effects  of 
war,  revolution,  abuse,  ostracism, 
age.  physical  difficulties  and 
other  ills  and  injustices. 

The  worship  service  was  one  of 
several  venues  in  which  the  cler¬ 
gywomen  addressed  sorrows  of 
the  world's  women. 

-DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 
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ATLANTA— Singing  "We  Shall  Overcome, "some  300  clergy¬ 
women  from  around  the  world  gathered  before  the  tomb  of 
Martin  Luther  King  Jr.  after  a  mile-long  "Walk  for  Justice"  to 
the  Center  for  Nonviolent  Social  Change.  The  women,  and 
some  men,  carried  signs  in  support  of  United  Methodist-sup- 
ported  ministries  in  the  Atlanta  area.  At  the  far  right  is  Bish¬ 
op  Ann  Sherer  (Missouri  Area).  The  clergywomen  meet  every 
four  years  for  spiritual  renewal,  workshops,  worship,  preach¬ 
ing  and  jurisdictional  caucuses. 


UM  clerics 
worship  and 
work  together 

By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

Using  the  theme  “Women  of 
Spirit,  Transformed  and  Trans¬ 
forming,”  some  800  United 
Methodist  clergywomen  met  in 
Atlanta  Aug.  7- 1 1  for  a  consul¬ 
tation  that  sought  to  balance 
opportunities  for  mission,  wor¬ 
ship  and  spiritual  growth. 

The  women  raised  money  for 
and  completed  a  Habitat  for 
Humanity  house  (see  Reporter, 
Aug.  18).  visited  various  mission 
projects  in  Atlanta  and.  singing 
"Marching  to  Zion”  and  "When 
the  Saints  Go  Marching  In," 
staged  a  "Walk  for  Justice"  from 
their  hotel  to  the  Martin  Luther 
King  Jr.  Center  for  Nonviolent 
Social  Change  a  mile  away. 

The  Rev.  Janice  Riggle  Huie, 
who  co-chaired  the  five-day  con¬ 
sultation  with  the  Rev.  Nobuko 
Miyake-Stoner,  said  that  plan¬ 
ners  designed  a  consultation 
“anchored  in  Jesus  Christ." 

When  asked  what  she  hoped 
would  be  transformed.  Ms.  Huie 
answered,  "anger  into  hope, 
unjust  systems  into  expressions  of 
the  reign  of  God.  brokenness  into 
healing  and  fear  and  hostility  into 
hospitality." 

"(But)  it  is  God  who  trans¬ 
forms,"  she  said." 

Each  morning,  participants 
could  choose  from  39  spiritual¬ 
ity  groups  of  widely  varying 
content. 

Original  backdrops — created 
by  the  Rev  Alyce  Hardin-Cook, 
associate  pastor  of  Bexley  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Columbus, 
Ohio,  and  members  of  her  con¬ 
gregation — provided  a  colorful 
background  for  many  events. 
These  included  worship,  a  con¬ 
cert  by  folk-singer  Odetta  and  an 
original  drama  by  the  Rev. 
Heather  Murray  Elkins. 

In  addition  to  plenary  ses¬ 
sions  Bible  study  and  speeches, 
participants  spent  time  in  work¬ 
shops  and  affinity  groups  to 
address  issues  as  diverse  as 
recovering  from  sexual  abuse  to 
circle  dancing  to  using  biblical 
humor  in  sermons. 

Theologian  Beryl  Ingram- 
Ward  conducted  a  workshop  on 
the  Atonement  (reconciliation 
between  God  and  humanity  as  it 
pertains  to  the  crucifixion  of 
Jesus  Christ).  In  the  workshop, 
clergywomen  discussed  several 
interpretations  of  the  Atone¬ 
ment  and  the  possible  impact  of 
these  interpretations  on  their 
parishioners. 

Miriam  Therese  Winter,  a 
Catholic  sister  and  hymnist, 
devoted  the  daily  Bible  study  to 
feminist  interpretations  of 
familiar  biblical  stories. 

Ms.  Winter,  using  the  artistic 
imagination  of  a  novelist  or 
playwright,  presented  the  sto¬ 
ries  from  the  perspectives  of  the 
women  in  the  stories. 

"Women  were  followers  of 
Christ  and  we  still  are."  she  said. 

While  traditional  expressions 
for  God,  Jesus  Christ  and  Holy 
Spirit  were  used  in  most  worship 
events  at  the  convocation,  Ms. 
Winter  used  “sophia"  (Greek  for 
wisdom),  “shekinah"  (Hebrew  for 
presence)  in  her  Bible  study  pre¬ 
sentations  as  synonyms  for  God 
(see  related  story  below). 


Theologian's  Bible  study  delights  and  disturbs  clerics 


By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

ATLANTA — As  Bible  study 
leader  for  the  United  Methodist 
clergywomen's  consultation  Aug. 
7-11,  Catholic  nun  and  feminist 
theologian,  Miriam  Therese  Win¬ 
ter  dealt  head-on  with  the  often 
controversial  issue  of  God’s 
“feminine”  attributes,  including 
using  the  Greek  word  sophia 
(wisdom)  as  another  name  for 
God. 

Many  of  the  800  participants 
said  they  were  “challenged  and 
inspired”  by  Ms.  Winter’s  theo¬ 
logical  explorations. 

Others  expressed  disappoint¬ 
ment  and  anger,  saying  such  pre¬ 
sentations  unnecessarily  fan 
flames  of  controversy  in  The 
United  Methodist  Church. 

Ms.  Winter,  a  Medical  Mis¬ 
sions  sister  and  hymnist,  is  best 
known  for  Joy  Is  Like  the  Rain , 


Miriam  Therese  Winter 
.  . .  didn't  avoid  the  debate 


the  first  of  her  13  albums,  which 
premiered  at  Carnegie  Hall.  She 
chose  women  of  the  Bible  as 
themes  for  daily  Bible  study  dur¬ 


ing  the  international  clergy- 
women’s  conference. 

She  asserted — to  the  delight  of 
the  vast  majority  of  participants — 
that  biblical  women  have  gotten 
short  shrift  and  their  contributions 
have  been  ignored  by  the  histori¬ 
cally  male-dominated  leadership 
in  the  church. 

For  instance,  Moses'  sister — 
and  Ms.  Winter's  namesake — 
Miriam  was  one  of  the  most 
important  leaders  in  the  Exodus, 
“but  you  wouldn't  know  it  from 
the  press  she’s  gotten,”  she  said. 

Reclamation,  or  revision? 

Ms.  Winter  jumped  headlong 
into  the  feminist  side  of  the  con¬ 
tinuing  debate  between  feminist 
theologians  who  seek  to  reclaim 
women's  influence  on  church  his¬ 
tory.  language  and  practice  and 
those  who  fear  that  revisionists 
may  forsake  the  essence  of  the 
’Christian  tradition. 


She  also  dealt  directly  with 
recurring  debate  about  God's 
“feminine"  persona,  specifically 
referring  to  God  as  sophia. 

Discourse  about  God  as  sophia 
gained  momentum  after  Re-Imag- 
ining,  a  November  1 993  ecumeni¬ 
cal  conference  for  women  in 
which  United  Methodist  women, 
among  others,  participated. 

In  her  Bible  studies  Ms.  Win¬ 
ter  used  sophia  (Greek  for  wis¬ 
dom),  shekinah  (Hebrew  for  pres¬ 
ence)  and  el  shaddai  (Hebrew  for 
God  Almighty)  as  synonyms  for 
God. 

She  also  referred  to  God  as 
“she”  and  invited  the  women  to 
sing  (to  the  tune  of  “Swing  low! 
sweet  chariot")  “Sing  lo!  Sing  oh, 
Sophia!  Wisdom  come  abide  in 
my  heart.” 

When  asked  about  possible 
backlash  to  Ms.  Winter's  presen¬ 
tation,  the  Rev.  Janice  Riggle 
Huie.  conference  co-chairwoman 


from  San  Angelo.  Texas,  said 
planners  had  expected  Ms.  Win¬ 
ter  to  “challenge”  participants. 

“It’s  OK  not  to  agree  with 
everything  and  to  come  together 
as  Christians  to  debate  ideas,”  Ms. 
Huie  said. 

Evening  worship  during  the 
consultation  provided  more 
familiar  language  and  images  for 
God,  with  most  hymns  and 
resources  adapted  from  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Hymnal  and  United 
Methodist  Book  of  Worship.  Ms. 
Huie  explained. 

Strong  concern 

However,  some  women  voiced 
strong  concern  about  possible 
repercussions  from  Ms.  Winter's 
presentation. 

The  Rev.  Gennifer  Brooks, 
pastor  of  Bethany  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Brooklyn. 
N.Y..  told  United  Methodist  News 
Service  that,  while  she  favors 


inclusive  images,  she  did  not  like 
Ms.  Winter’s  approach  and  her 
use  of  “sophia”  as  “synonymous 
with  God.” 

“I'll  admit  that,  because  of  my 
upbringing.  I  have  trouble  saying 
God  'she.'  But  I  know  that  God  is 
beyond  gender  and  I  don’t  think 
of  God  as  male  or  female  because 
I  believe  that  limits  God. 

“But  when  I  fall  on  my  knees 
to  pray,  I  don’t  call  on  shekinah  or 
sophia  or  el  shaddai ,  I  call  on 
God,"  Ms.  Brooks  said. 

Ms.  Brooks  also  took  excep¬ 
tion  with  inviting  a  non-United 
Methodist  to  “stir  up  another  con¬ 
troversy”  among  United 
Methodists. 

“As  a  pastor,  when  this  gets 
reported.  I’ve  got  to  face  the  peo¬ 
ple  in  my  local  church  and  try  to 
help  them  understand." 

Ms.  Burton,  of  Nashville,  Tenn., 
is  editor  of  Interpreter  magazine. 


Faith  at  work 


'■  DCI 


The  United  Methodist 

REPORTER 


AUGUST  25,  1995 


UM  youths  stand  on  The  Rock'  in  Salt  Lake  City 

'Down  by  the  Riverside '  held 
special  meaning  for  slaves 


Faith 

Connections 

^rom  news  and  staff  reports^ 

MANTLE  FUNERAL:  Lovers 
Lane  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Dallas  was  the  site  for  the 
Aug.  15  funeral  of  baseball  leg¬ 
end  Mickey  Mantle.  Mr.  Mantle, 
63.  died  of  liver  cancer  Aug.  13, 
two  months  after  receiving  a  liver 
transplant.  Achurch  spokes¬ 
woman  said  that  although  the 
Mantles  aren't  United  Methodists, 
Mr.  Mantle  had  a  relationship 
with  Lovers  Lane  UMC  through 
his  work  with  Promise  House,  a 
center  for  runaways  that  is  one  of 
the  church's  outreach  ministries. 
The  Rev.  William  Jennings  Bryan 
HI,  senior  pastor,  officiated  at  the 
service  attended  by  an  estimated 
2,000  mourners. 

CARCANO  MEMORIAL: 
The  Rev.  Minerva  G.  Carcano 
of  Albuquerque,  N.M.,  can¬ 
celled  her  speaking  engage¬ 
ment  August  8  at  the  19915 
International  Clergywomen's 
Consultation  to  attend  an 
Edinburg.  Texas,  memorial 
service  for  her  brother,  John 
Paul  Carcuno.  Mr.  Carcano,  a 
United  Methodist,  disappeared 
1 1  years  ago.  The  service  was 
held  following  a  recent  grand 
jury  investigation  that  revealed 
evidence  he  had  been  murdered. 


By  LINDA  GREEN 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

SALT  LAKE  CITY— Singing 
"Jesus  is  a  rocking  and  rolling  my 
blues  away;” 

Attending  worship  and  devo¬ 
tional  services  where  Scriptures 
were  dramatized; 

Scattering  throughout  the  city 
to  attend  workshops  for  empow¬ 
erment  and  development; 

Dancing  the  night  away  to  con¬ 
temporary  Christian  music. 

Those  were  the  ingredients  of 
a  spirited  quadrennial  meeting  of 
4,000  United  Methodist  youth  in 
Salt  Lake  City  Aug.  2-6. 

"Youth  ’95"  included  partici¬ 
pants  from  all  68  of  the  church’s 
regional  conferences  in  the  U.S. 
and  40  youths  from  the  Philip¬ 
pines,  Germany,  Angola,  Burun¬ 
di,  India,  Asia,  Sierra  Leone  and 
Brazil. 

A  sense  of  identity 

Sponsored  by  the  churchwide 
General  Board  of  Discipleship, 
the  five-day  event  sought  to  cul¬ 
tivate  a  sense  of  United  Methodist 
identity  and  encourage  spiritual 
growth. 

Salt  Lake  City,  center  of  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter 
Day  Saints  (Mormons),  might 
appear  to  be  an  unlikely  site  for  a 
national  meeting  of  United 
Methodist  youths,  but  Cindy  Dav¬ 


enport  of  Nashville,  Youth  ’95 
coordinator,  said,  “Being  here  has 
given  us  as  United  Methodists  a 
chance  to  learn  more  about  anoth¬ 
er  major  world  faith  and  has 
helped  us  as  United  Methodists 
re-examine  who  we  are  and  what 
we  believe." 

One  workshop  specifically 
focused  on  Mormonism  and 
included  a  discussion  involving  a 
Mormon  and  a  Presbyterian  cler¬ 
gyman.  Mormons  also  assisted  as 
guides,  hike  leaders,  nurses  and 
interpreters  of  American  Sign 
Language. 

Let's  Rock! 

Under  the  theme  "Let's  Rock: 
Building  Up  the  People  of  God.” 
the  conference  included  worship 
experiences,  Bible  studies  and 
learning  and  serving  opportunities 
enabling  the  youths  to  become 
effective  leaders  in  their  homes, 
churches  and  communities. 

The  high-energy  gathering 
transformed  elements  of  teen  cul¬ 
ture,  music  and  nuances  into 
Christian  experience.  Musical 
artists  such  as  Nashville-based 
Say-So  and  Celia  Whitler  and 
New  York-based  Spirit  Ensemble 
had  the  teens  singing  and  dancing 
in  the  aisles  to  upbeat  music  of 
love,  life,  nature,  with  Christ  as 
the  center  of  all. 

According  to  Janelle  Johnson 


of  New  Orleans,  Youth  '95  pro¬ 
vided  her  opportunities  to  forge 
friendships. 

"It  was  not  like  regular  church 
where  you  sit  and  open  the  Bible 
and  read,"  she  observed. 

"There  is  rock  and  roll,  rap  and 
Caribbean  church  music.  It  is  real¬ 
ly  fun." 

She  said  she  was  impressed  by 
a  skit  in  one  Bible  study  segment 
where  youths  were  asked  to  draw 
a  house  and  include  things  they 
deemed  important  and  valuable. 
The  paper  was  tom  and  wadded  up. 

"The  activity  really  opened  my 
eyes,"  Ms.  Johnson  said.  "It  made 
me  think  about  how  fast  things  can 
be  taken  away  from  me  or  you." 

All  Youth  '95  events  revolved 
around  the  image  of  "The  Rock.” 

The  base  of  the  rock  was  Jesus 
Christ — the  rock  of  salvation. 

In  the  opening  address,  host 
Bishop  Mary  Ann  Swenson  of  the 
Denver  Area  told  the  youths  about 
her  interest  in  collecting  rocks. 

"They  remind  me  of  where  I 
have  been  and  help  me  navigate," 
she  said.  "...  I  can  count  on  the 
Rock  which  is  Jesus  Christ ...  1 
can  lean  on  it.” 

She  challenged  the  teens  to 
come  to  the  rock  in  times  of  uncer¬ 
tainty  and  turbulence  because 
"through  Jesus  we  all  can  be 
strengthened,  find  refuge  and 
become  renewed.  When  things  go 


SALT  LAKE  CITY— Teens 
attending  the  United  Methodist 
"Youth  '95"  assembly  were 
given  a  history  lesson  about 
slavery  and  the  role  the  river 
played  in  slave  life. 

The  Rev.  Joseph  Lowery,  a 
United  Methodist  clergyman 
and  head  of  the  Southern  Chris¬ 
tian  Leadership  Conference, 
challenged  the  4,000  youths  at 
the  quadrennial  event  to  ensure 
that  slavery  never  again  is  a  part 
of  American  life. 

Noting  that  slaves  created  the 
spiritual  "Down  by  the  River¬ 
side,"  Dr.  Lowery  said  “the  river 
has  been  a  major  factor  of  human 
existence"  and  should  once 
again  be  understood  as  part  of 
human  experience. 

The  civil  rights  leader  and 
colleague  of  the  late  Martin 
Luther  King  Jr.,  said  there  were 
four  reasons  why  the  riverside 


wrong,  you  can  count  on  love  and 
care  in  the  Christian  tradition,” 
she  said. 

In  a  mid-week  message,  the 
Rev.  Minerva  Carcano  of  Albu¬ 
querque,  N.M.,  told  the  teens  that 


was  important  to  slaves:  Need 
for  food,  fellowship,  freedom 
and  baptism. 

“First,  they  renewed  them¬ 
selves,"  Dr.  Lowery  said.  "They 
bathed.  They  caught  fish.  They  ate 
catfish  fillets  at  the  riverside." 

Dr.  Lowery  said  the  need  for 
food  continues  to  be  a  critical 
issue  and  that  job  opportunities 
must  be  provided  so  the  hungry 
can  feed  themselves. 

Second,  he  said,  slaves  went 
to  the  riverside  for  fellowship. 

The  third  reason  the  riverside 
was  important  was  it  offered 
freedom  from  dehumanization. 
“If  slaves  could  cross  the  river, 
the  dogs  chasing  them  would 
lose  their  scent  and  they  could 
get  away,"  he  explained. 

Fourth,  Dr.  Lowery  said,  "We 
must  take  America  to  the  river¬ 
side  for  a  new  revival.” 


each  one  is  special  in  God's  eyes 
but  no  one  is  more  important  than 
another. 

“We  all  have  a  place  in  his 
Kingdom  and  are  called  to  be 
workers  for  the  Lord.”' 


-LINDA  GREEN 


Disciplinary  changes 
sought  by  UM  youths 


COMPUTER  COLUMN:  A 

pioneer  in  the  use  of  computers 
in  Christian  settings,  the  Rev. 
Ken  Bedell,  Mill  write  a  regular 
column  for  Kaleidoscope:  A 
Magazine  for  Today 's  Chris¬ 
tians.  Dr.  Bedell,  a  United 
Methodist  clergyman  who  wrote 
his  first  book  on  the  use  of  com¬ 
puters  nearly  20  years  ago,  is 
executive  director  of  Ecumenical 
Programs  and  Information  Co.  in 
Dayton.  Ohio. 

NO  SMOKING:  Jane  Hull 
Harvey,  staff  member  of  the 
United  Methodist  General  Board 
of  Church  and  Society,  terms 
President  Clinton's  new  regu¬ 
lations  to  prohibit  tobacco 
access  by  and  advertising 
directed  toward,  children  and 
teens  *1he  greatest  thing  he  has 
done  in  his  administration" 

(see  related  editorial  on  Page  2 
of  this  issue). 

Compiled  from  news  reports 


SALT  LAKE  CITY— After 
much  discussion  on  what  the 
scriptures  and  the  church  say 
about  homosexuality.  United 
Methodist  youths  attending  the 
biennial  legislative  meeting  of  the 
National  Youth  Ministry  Organi¬ 
zation  approved  a  petition  to  ask 
the  denomination’s  top  law-mak¬ 
ing  assembly  to  make  changes  in 
the  Book  of  Discipline,  the  collec¬ 
tion  of  church  laws. 

Proposed  by  youths  from  the 
South  Central  Jurisdiction,  the 
petition  calls  .on  General  Confer¬ 
ence  delegates  to  replace  the 
“incompatibility”  sentence  in  the 
Discipline  with  the.  statement: 
“We  affirm  that  God's  grace  is 
available  to  all.” 

The  youths  are  asking  that  the 
delegates  drop  from  the  Book  of 


Discipline  prohibitions  against 
ordaining  or  appointing  ‘‘self- 
avowed  practicing  homosexuals 
(Paragraph  402.2).” 

They  also  propose  dropping  a 
paragraph  which  prohibits  the  use 
of  church  funds  by  any  “gay”  cau¬ 
cus  or  to  “promote  the  acceptance 
of  homosexuality"  (Paragraph 
906.12). 

Jeremy  Beck,  South  Central 
vice  president,  said  the  current 
Discipline  language  discriminates 
against  homosexuals  who  desire 
ordination. 

An  earlier  petition  called  on 
The  United  Methodist  Church  “to 
be  an  advocate  for  equal  civil 
rights  for  all  marginalized  groups, 
including  homosexuals.” 

-LINDA  GREEN 


FULL-TIME  YOUTH  OR  YOUTH  AND 
Youth  Choir  Director  sought  for  immediate  em¬ 
ployment  by  1 800-member  church  serving  Texas 

A  &  M  University  and  the  surrounding  commu¬ 
nities.  Position  responsible  for  growing  youth 
group  averaging  90-1 10  in  attendance  on  Sunday 
evening,  and  a  seven-day-a-week  program  that 
emphasizes  Bible  study,  fellowship  groups,  mis¬ 
sions  and  service.  Preferences  (but  not  necessarily 
requirements)  indude  formal  education  in  Chris¬ 
tian  education  or  youth  ministry,  and  United 
Methodist  youth  certification.  Priority  placed  on 
demonstrated  experience  and  effectiveness  in 
youth  groups  of  lie  size  and  characteristics.  Cre¬ 
ative  package  of  salary,  benefits,  and  other  com¬ 
pensation  negotiable  and  based  on  experience. 
Send  inquiries  and  resume  to:  Youth  Director 
Search  Team,  A  &  M  United  Methodist  Church, 
417  University  Drive,  College  Station,  TX 
77840-1375.  (Phone:  (409)  846-8731). 

ABILENE  TEXAS,  ST.  PAUL  UNITED  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  has  an  immediate  position  available 
for  a  Program  Director.  Job  responsibilities  in¬ 
dude  wonting  with  a  multi-staff  team,  resource 
program  areas  of  the  the  church  and  oversee  adult 
education  ministries.  Sl  Paul  is  a  downtown 
church  of  2300  members  with  a  strong  children's 
ministry,  a  television  ministry,  Stephen  Ministries, 
and  youth  ministry  already  in  place.  Interested 
persons  need  to  be  both  a  good  administrator  and 
mterad  warmly  with  the  laity.  Contact  Rev.  Ar¬ 
chie  Echols,  (915)  672-7814  or  send  resume  to: 
P.O.  Box  3396,  Abilene,  TX  79604-33%. 

EVANSVILLE,  IN  TRINITY  UNITED 

Methodist  Church  is  searching  for  a  full¬ 
time  Director  of  Christian  Education  and 
Youth  Ministries  for  our  downtown  church 
of  400  +  members.  We  seek  a  highly  moti¬ 
vated  individual  to  develop  and  expand  our 
Christian  education  and  vouth  programs  to 
include  city-wide  participation.  Interested 
applicants  should  possess  the  minimum 
qualifications  of  a  diaconal  minister  or  the 
equivalent.  Please  send  inquiries  to:  Search 
Committee,  Trinity  United  Methodist 
Church,  216  SE  Third  St.,  Evansville,  IN 
477 1 3.  Telephone:  (8 1 2)  423-4495. 

ASSOCIATE  DIRECTOR,  COUNCIL  ON 
Ministries.  Full-time  position  in  Central  Texas 
Conference  with  primary  responsibility  for 
youth  ministries;  leadership  development;  and 
urge-scale  events,  work  mission,  youth  retreats 
and  campus  ministry  events.  Requires  ad¬ 
vanced  degree  in  religious  education  and  cent- 
fication  in  youth  ministry.  Send  resume  by 
August  28  to:  Rev.  Michael  Patison,  ACCOM, 
464  Bailey,  Fort  Worth,  TX  76107.  Phone: 
(8 1 7)  877-5222.  Fax:  (8 1 7)  338-454 1 . 

PROGRAM  D1RECTOR-DCE.  Experienced, 

dynamic  leader  to  step  into  this  key  staff  posi¬ 
tion  at  a  key  moment  in  our  congregation's  life. 
Currently.  200-300  weekly  attendance.  Poised 

LOUISVILLE  AREA  DIRECTOR  OF  Youth 

Ministries  (Kentucky  and  Louisville  Confer¬ 
ences);  focus  on  training  adult  and  youth  lead¬ 
ers  in  local  congregations;  B.A.  degree, 
experience  in  youth  ministries;  graduate  train¬ 
ing  desirable.  Salary  negotiable.  Send  letter  and 
resume  to  attention:  Rhoda  Peters,  1115  South 
Fourth  Street,  Louisville,  KY  40203.  Deadline, 
September  30,  or  call  (502)  584-3838. 

for  growth.  Younger  and  older  families  with 
program  expansion  possibilities  from  infants  to 
adolescents  to  singles  to  elders.  Resume  to:  Ter¬ 
race  UMC,  1203  Wirt  Road,  Houston,  TX 
77055  Fax  (7 13)  686-1478. 

POSITION  AVAILABLE  THE  National  Coun¬ 

cil  of  Churches  is  accepting  applications  for  the 
position  of  Unit  Director/Deputy  General  Secre¬ 
tary  for  Church  World  Service  and  Witness.  This 
is  a  key  leadership  post  as  senior  staff  administra¬ 
tor  which,  works  with  the  General  Secretary  in 
providing  leadership  and  direction  for  the 
Church  World  Service  and  Witness  Unit  and  the 
National  Council  as  a  whole.  Please  send  resume 
by  September  15,  1995,  to  the  NCC  Office  of 
Human  Resources,  475  Riverside  Drive,  Room 
520,  New  York,  NY  10115. 

CCOM  PROGRAM  DIRECTOR.  The  Florida 

Annual  Conference  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  seeks  highly-motivated,  focused  individ¬ 
ual  to  fill  a  new  position  in  developing  effective 
learning  leaders  in  local  churches  of  the  confer¬ 
ence,  Pioneer-spirit,  with  ability  to  motivate  self 
and  others,  as  wdl  as  an  energetic,  team  spirit  es¬ 
sential  An  opportunity  for  creative  and  innova¬ 
tive  application  of  your  skills  and  experience. 
Salary,  benefits  negotiable.  Send  resume  to:  Rev. 
Duncan  Gray,  P.O.  Box  1809,  Plant  Gty,  FL 
33564-1809  by  September  30,  1995. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  NEEDED.  Full¬ 

time  position  for  fully  graded  choir  and 
handbell  program.  Salary  commensurate 
with  qualifications  and  experience.  Director/ 

FULLTIME  MINISTER  OF  MUSIC  Master's 

degree  m  music  and  at  least  5  years  experience  as 
fulwime  music  minister  required.  Send  resume 
to:  Music  Minister  Search  Committee,  Si  Paul 
United  Methodist  Church,  8264  Lone  Star  Road, 
Jacksonville,  FL  3221 1,  attn:  Larry  Smith. 

Organist  teams  are  welcome  to  apply  Send 
resume  to:  Music  Search  Committee.  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  8. 
Thomson,  GA  30824. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  Education 

for  a  vibrant  2800-member  downtown 
church.  Supportive,  enthusiastic  congre¬ 
gation;  superb  facilities;  salary  negotiable, 
master's  aegree  required,  past  experience 
preferred.  Send  resume  to:  Reverend  Gor¬ 
don  L.  Ridenour.  Senior  Pastor  First- 
Centenary  United  Methodist  Church. 
PO  Box  208,  Chattanooga,  TN  37401. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  NEEDED.  Full-time 

position  for  fully  graded  choir  and  handbell  pro¬ 
gram.  1500  membership  church.  Salary  com¬ 
mensurate  with  qualifications  and  experience. 
Director/Orgamst  teams  are  welcome  to  apply 
Apply  by  9/1/95.  Send  resume  to:  Music  Search 
Committee,  Nod  United  Methodist  Church,  520 
Herndon  Street,  Shreveport,  LA  71 101. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  for 

vital  2800-member  church.  College  education 
and  past  work  experience  preferred;  strong 
spiritual,  programming  and  relational  skills. 
Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume  to:  Reverend 
Gordon  L  Ridenour,  Senior  Pastor,  First-Cen¬ 
tenary  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box 
208,  Chattanooga,  TN  37401. 

NEW  POSITION:  ASSOCIATE  COUNCIL  Di¬ 

rector  (Local  Church  Specialist)  Iowa  Annual 
Conference,  United  Methodist  Church.  To  start 
November  l,  1995.  Contact:  Ms.  Sue  Ney,  302 

E  North  St..  Algona,  IA  50511  for  information. 
Applications  due  September  20.  1995. 

ORGANIST.  PART-TIME  POSITION  for 

3000  +  member  church  in  the  Memphis  area, 
with  three  Sunday  morning  services  and  two 
major  musical  concerts  a  year.  Music  degree 
preferred.  Salary  commensurate  with  education 
and  experience.  Application  deadline:  October 

1,  1995.  Send  resume  to:  Larry  Golden,  Bart¬ 
lett  United  Methodist  Church,  5676  Stage 
Road.  Bartlett,  TN  38 134. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINIM  RIES  for 
6500-member  church.  Role  direct  total  youth  prt> 
gram;  relate  directly  to  senior  high;  supervise  staff 
and  volunteers.  Profile:  evangelical  faith;  ministry 
grounded  in  relationships,  outreach,  evangelism, 
spiritual  growth,  disapleship  and  leadership  train¬ 
ing.  Proven  track  record;  degree;  willing  to  make 
four  year  commitment;  administrative  skills.  Re¬ 
sumes  and  references  ta  Rick  Kirchoff,  Christ 
United  Methodist  Church,  4488  Poplar,  Memphis, 
TN  38 1 1 7.  No  phone  calls,  please 

TEACHER:  CHURCH  SEEKS  TO  HIRE  a 

Director  of  Youth  and  Christian  Education 
Ministries  for  growing  congregation.  Highly 
motivated  individual  to  wort  with  leadership, 
devdoping  ministries  to  families  and  new 
members.  Contact  the  pastor  Dr.  Thomas  J. 
Potenza  at:  Epworth  United  Methodist 
Church,  37W040  Highland  Ave„  Elgin,  IL 
60123.  (708)  931-5400  or  fax:  (708)  931-6721. 

FULLTIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR:  expertise 

in  delegation/recruiting,  ability  to  work  well 
with  youth  and  parents,  coordinating  special 
activities,  plan  programs.  Immediate  opening, 

1 600-member  church.  Send  resume  to:  FUMC, 
808  N  Monterey,  Farmington,  NM  87401. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDREN  AND  YOUTH 
Ministries.  Qualified,  energetic  applicant  must 
hold  Christian  education  or  education  degree. 
Annual  salary  $24,000.  Submit  resumes  to: 
REv.  Richard  West,  Wesley  United  Methodist 
Church,  1406  E  Austin,  Harlingen,  TX  78550. 

YOUTH  PASTOR  FULLTIME  POSITION 

in  1600-member  church.  130+  youth  group. 
Experience  needed  and  music  ability  pre¬ 
ferred.  Write  for  job  description:  Sun  tree 
UMC,  7400  N.  Wickham  Rd.,  Melbourne,  FL 
32940.  do  Rev.  Gary  Spencer. 

Hoosier  UMs 
assess  Liberia, 
Sierra  Leone 

By  RALPH  E.  BAKER 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

The  condition  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Liberia  and 
Sierra  Leone  reflects  the  condi¬ 
tion  of  the  countries,  according  to 
retired  Bishop  Leroy  Hodapp,  one 
of  four  Indiana  men  who  recently 
visited  the  African  nations  to 
assess  the  denomination's  min¬ 
istries  there. 

"We  had  three  purposes  for 
going,"  Bishop  Hodapp  told  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  News  Service,  “and 
we  accomplished  what  we  set  out 
to  do." 

James  Coy,  a  member  of 
Methodist  Temple  United 
Methodist  Church,  Evansville, 
Ind.,  has  trained  more  people  to 
teach  in  the  "Disciple  Bible 
Study"  than  any  other  individual, 
the  bishop  said.  Mr.  Coy  went  to 
train  teachers  to  teach  the  Bible 
study  in  Liberia  and  Sierra  Leone. 
The  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House  provided  materials  for  the 
study  and  Mr.  Coy  trained  25  to 
30  teachers  in  both  countries. 
Bishop  Hodapp  said. 

Liberia  and  Sierra  Leone  were 
chosen  for  the  training  because 
they  are  English-speaking  and 
because  the  two  Indiana  annual 
(regional)  conferences  have  a  10- 
year  relationship  with  the  church 
in  those  countries  through  Opera¬ 
tion  Classroom. 

During  that  10  years,  Indiana 
United  Methodists  have  con¬ 
tributed  to  Operation  Classroom 
$  1 .5  million  in  cash  and  $750,000 
worth  of  educational  supplies 
(230  tons)  including  textbooks, 
writing  materials,  typewriters  and 
sewing  machines. 

"In  addition,  we  wanted  to 
examine  the  medical  situation  in 
Liberia  and  Sierra  Leone  “to  see 
if  we  should  regenerate  Operation 
Doctor."  the  bishop  said.  Opera¬ 
tion  Doctor  was  a  program  of 
worldwide  medical  volunteers 
started  by  the  late  Bishop  Richard 
C.  Raines  in  the  1950s. 


The  Way  of  the  (  rn« 


Ulm.it;o,  Dallas,  l.os  Angeles, Toronto 
Lot  mlomi.ition  call  1-800-596-1199 


As  you  walk  in  the  footsteps 
of  Jesus,  you’ll  see  where  he 
carried  the  cross,  and  watch  as 
two  thousand  years  of  history 
unfold  as  if  it  happened  only 
yesterday.  And  you’ll  realize 
that  everything  you  see  will  he 
forever  etched  in  your  memory. 


When  you  walk  through 
Israel,  you  will  feel  things 
you  never  felt  before. 
The  wonder  of  traveling 
through  the  home  of  Jesus  of 


Nazareth.  And  the  amaze 


ment  at  the  heights  to  which 


your  spirit  can  soar  after 
visiting  the  Land  of  the  Bible 


ISRAEL 


NO  ONK  BELONGS  HERE  MORE  THAN  YOU 


Israel  Ministry  of  Tourism,  North  America 


Center  dedicated  in  Moscow 

MOSCOW— International  Methodist  leaders  snipped  the  ribbon  recently  to  open  the 
Kwang  Lim  Moscow  Mission  Center.  A  gift  from  Kwang  Lim  Methodist  Church  in  Seoul, 
Korea,  it  is  expected  to  help  minister  to  an  estimated  300,000  Koreans  in  the  Moscow 
area.  From  left  are  the  pastor,  the  Rev.  Yoon  Eun  Chul;  the  Rev.  Joe  Hale,  general  secre¬ 
tary,  World  Methodist  Council;  Bishop  Sundo  Kim,  senior  minister  of  the  74,000-member 
Kwang  Lim  church  in  Korea,  and  Bishop  Ruediger  Minor,  United  Methodist  episcopal 
leader  in  Russia. 


InTiik  Land  Where  Jesus  Was  Born, 
Your  Shri'i  Wii  i  Soar. 
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What  is 

Cafe  of  Youth  Mania? 


IT’S  TIME! 


You  may  have  noticed  the 
posters  offering  the  “menu”  for 
“Cafe  of  Youth  Mania.”  If  not, 
take  a  look.  The  CCYM 
(Conference  Council  on  Youth 
Ministries)  has  been  hard  at 
work  this  summer  preparing  the 
menu  for  an  exciting  year  of 
youth  events. 

Choosing  and  blending 
the  ingredients 

"Chef  Roger”  also  known  as 
Rev.  Roger  Templeton,  director 
of  campus  and  youth  ministries, 
kicked  off  the  preparations  for 
this  year  with  DCYM  (District 
Council  on  Youth  Ministries) 
Training  at  Dillard  University. 
New  and  old  officers  lof  the  UM 
Youth  and  their  adult  leaders 
gathered  from  around  the  state  to 
leant  more  about  their  Lord,  their 
responsibilities,  each  other  and 
to  elect  the  officers  for  1995-96 
CCYM.  CCYM  officers  for  the 
coming  year  are:  Matt  O’Dell, 
President;  Cinda  Clark,  Vice- 
President:  Thomas  Wright, 
Secretary.  Representatives  to 
JYT  are  Clifton  Conrad  and  Matt 
O’Dell.  The  YSF  Committee 
consists  of  Duane  Clark,  Cindi 
Dear  and  Brianne  Fluke.  Adult 
workers  with  youth  on  the  exec¬ 
utive  committee  are  Robert 
Chance  and  Sonny  Johns. 

Preparing  the  Menu 

One  warm  summer  morning 
in  mid-July,  51  youth  and  adults 
loaded  into  a  charter  bus  and  a 
van  to  make  the  trip  to  JYMO 


New  CCYM  officers:  Duane  Clark,  Brianne  Fluke,  Cindy  Dear, 
Thomas  Wright,  Matt  O'Dell  and  Cinda  Clark. 


Just  relaxing  and  having  fun  at  JYMO  are  Janelle 
Johnson  and  Samantha  Jones. 


(Jurisdictional  Youth  Ministries 
Organization)  at  Mount 
Sequoyah.  This  group  traveling 
from  Louisiana  was  the  largest 
delegation  from  any  conference 
attending  the  training  event.  At 
JYMO  the  participants  continued 
learning  more  through  work¬ 
shops  and  had  legislative  ses¬ 
sions  concerning  youth  issues. 
The  delegation  from  Louisiana 
returned  ready  to  share  their 
experiences. 

Several  members  of  the 
Louisiana  delegation  were  distin¬ 
guished  at  JYMO.  Matt 
Crowson,  Mary  Ann  Walker, 
RogefTempleton,  and  Teresa 
Wright  led  workshops.  CCYM 
president.  Matt 
O’Dell  from 
Alexandria  was 
elected  as  repre¬ 
sentative  to 
JCOM  and  JCFA. 
This  election 
makes  Matt  a 
jurisdictional 
officer.  Natalie 
Richard  of 
Carencro  was 
elected  to  be  the 
jurisdictional 
youth  observer  at 
Jurisdictional 
Conference  next 
summer.  Adult 
worker  with 
youth,  Dolores 
Giles  was  elected 
to  serve  on  the 


SECOND  MILE  SUNDAY 
SEPTEMBER  24,  1995 

A  special  offering,  authorized  by  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Cabinet  and  the  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration,  will  help  cover  the  costs  of  repairing 
church  buildings  damaged  in  the  May  1995 
flood.  An  Initial  offering  collected  in  June  was 
only  able  to  cover  one-fourth  of  the  dam- 
age  caused  by  the  flood.  THERE  ARE  NO 
RELIEF  FUNDS  AVAILABLE  TO  CHURCHESI 
UMCOR  and  FEMA  disaster  funds  are  limit¬ 
ed  to  alleviating  human  suffering. 

Many  properties  damaged  did  not 
have  flood  Insurance.  Churches  have 
either  made  repairs  themselves,  are 
functioning  under  limited  conditions 
or  have  made  repairs  but  do  not 
have  the  means  to  pay  for  them. 
These  churches  have  suffered  by 
having  to  adjust  their  programs.  At 
least  one  church,  Peck  UMC,  New 
Orleans  has  not  worshiped  in  their 
sanctuary  since  the  flood 
The  Louisiana  United  Methodist 
Reporter  will  publish  a  special  page 
next  week  concerning  the  plight  of 
the  churches.  Bishop  Oden  and 
the  members  of  the  Cabinet  chal¬ 
lenge  the  churches  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  to  go  the  "Second 
Mile"  for  their  sister  churches  In 
need.  Consider  how  your  congre¬ 
gation  can  best  answer  this  call! 


Spi-li-ra  (translation:  Spiritual 
Life  Rally)  coordinating  commit¬ 
tee. 

Louisiana  also  had  rep¬ 
resentation  at  NYMO,  Dolores 
Giles,  Matt  Nipper  and  Janelle 
Johnson  represented  this  confer¬ 
ence.  This  event  was  held  in  Salt 
Lake  City  in  August. 
Louisiana's  own  Natalie  Richard 
was  elected  to  serve  on  the 
NYMO  steering  committee  for 
1995-96. 

Ready  to  order? 

"Chef  Roger”  suggests  that 
youth  begin  with  everyone's 
favorite  fall  activity  —  Fall 
Convocation.  On  September  30, 
1995,  youth  from  around  the 
Louisiana  Conference  will  kick¬ 
off  CCYM  activities  in  grand 
style.  A  celebration  focusing  on 
the  worship  of  Jesus  Christ.  Fall 
Convocation  promises  to  be  an 
extraordinary  day  of  fun,  wor¬ 
ship  and  fellowship. 

The  CCYM  has  chosen 
“Cafe’  of  Youth  Mania"  to  be 
the  theme  of  the  day.  On  the 
menu  for  Fall  Convocation  is 
drama,  music,  games,  crafts  and 
brief  “a-la-cartes.”  The  day 
promises  to  be  exciting  as  the 
participants  celebrate  being 
United  Methodist  Youth. 

The  celebration  begins  at 
10:00  a.m.  at  the  Guinn 
Auditorium  on  the  campus 
of  Louisiana  College,  Pineviile, 
LA.  The  cost  is  $13.00  per  per¬ 
son.  which  covers  program. 


“ For  everything  there  is  a 
season  and  a  time  for  every 
matter  under  heaven.”  Eccl. 

3:1 

Each  summer  United 
Methodist  Women  participate  in 
a  School  of  Christian  Mission  at 
Centenary  College  in 
Shreveport  to  learn  about  the 
current  mission  studies.  The 
iheme  for  this  year  is  “God’s 
Mission  in  Our  Time.’’  Three 
areas  are  presented:  spiritual 
growth,  a  social  issue,  and  a 
I  geographic  area.  These  subjects 
-  are  intended  to  inspire  and  edu¬ 
cate,  to  be  studied  church-wide, 
not  limited  to  women’s  groups. 

IT'S  TIME  to  put  this  year’s 
mission  studies  on  our  church 
calendars. 

Ecclesiastes  is  the  Spiritual 
■  Growth  study  for  this  year.  The 
iext  was  co-authored  by  Mary 
Lou  Biakeman,  one  of  our  own. 

It  is  written  in  an  easy-to-read 
tyle  in  the  form  of  letters 
between  Mary  Lou  and  Hea  Sun 
Kim,  a  United  Methodist  clergy- 
woman  bom  in  Korea.  The  sub¬ 
title  of  the  text,  “The  Meaning 
of  Your  Life."  indicates  that  this 
study  encourages  much  contem¬ 
plation. 

In  addition  to  Ecclesiastes, 
the  other  studies  are  the  United 
Notions  and  Europe.  It  is  amaz¬ 
ing  how  timely  the  studies  are. 
considering  the  topics  are  cho¬ 
sen  five  or  six  years  in  advance 
of  publication. 

Who  could  have  known  how 
much  the  UN  would  be  in  the 
news  today?  The  peace-keeping 
t  (forts  have  eclipsed  the  cele¬ 
bration  of  the  50th  anniversary 
of  this  organization.  Those  who 
participated  in  this  study  learned 
that  the  UN  is  involved  in  many 
activities  other  than  attempting 
to  settle  conflicts,  such  as  health 

gumbo  lunch  and  T-shirt.  Pre- 
registration  is  required  along 
with  payment. 

After  Fall  Convo  many  youth 
will  be  ready  to  join  in  the  fun  at 
Jr.  High  or  Senior  High  Retreat. 
The  retreats  will  be  held  at  Tall 
Timbers  and  registration  for  both 
events  will  be  limited  to  200. 
Registration  forms  can  be 
obtained  from  youth  directors 
and  pastors.  Registrations  for 
both  retreats  are  already  being 
accepted. 

See  the  box  below  for  events 
on  the  Youth  Calendar 
through  July  1996. 


October  5-6 

Christian  Educators'  Fellowship,  Tall  Timbers 

October  27-28 

VIM  Training  (adult  workers),  Sager-Brown 

November  10-12 

Jr.  High  Retreat 

January  10-13 

“Forum  96"  for  Adults  in  Youth  Ministry,  Mesa,  AZ 

January  12-14 

"Happening  #7”  -  Cursillo  Event  for  Youth 

January  26 

CCYM  Meeting,  Baton  Rouge 

February  2-4 

Sr.  High  Retreat 

March  24 

Camping  Sunday 

April  18-19 

Christian  Educators’  Fellowship,  Tall  Timbers 

May  5 

Youth  Service  Fund  Sunday 

June  1-3 

Conference  Youth  Choir  Camp,  Centenary 

June  6-8 

DCYM  Training,  Centenary 

June  23-28 

Youth  In  Mission  Training,  Sager-Brown 

July  9-13 

JYMO,  Mt.  Sequoyah 

July  96 

Sager-Brown  Youth  Work  Week 

Celia  Whitler  to 
perform  at  Noel 
UMC,  Shreveport 

Recording  artist,  Celia 
Whitler  is  scheduled  to  perform 
September  10.  1995  at  Noel 
Memorial  Church,  520 
Herndon  Street.  Shreveport  as  a 
part  of  that  church  Invite  a 
Friend  Sunday.  Ms.  Whitler 
will  be  singing  at  both  worship 
services  and  will  give  a 
Masterworks  Concert  at  5:00 
pm  at  the  church.  Anyone 
interested  in  attending  is  invit¬ 
ed.  Call  the  church  office  for 
more  information  (318)221- 
5207. 


IN  MEMORIAM 

Our  prayers  go  to  the 
family  and  friends  of  Mrs 
Edna  Floe  Poree 
Harrington,  who  died 
August  17,  1995.  She  was 
the  wife  of  Rev.  Robert  F. 
Harrington  of  Grace  UMC, 
New  Orleans.  Mrs. 
Harrington,  69,  was  also 
survived  by  a  son.  Mose 
Pleasure,  III;  a  stepdaugh¬ 
ter.  Ada  H.  Belton;  a  broth¬ 
er.  Edgar  Porre,  Jr;  and  two 
sisters,  Natalie  Chapital  and 
Anna  Lee  Tillage.. 

Funeral  services  were 
held  Monday,  August  21  at 
Grace  UMC.  Memorials  to 
honor  Mrs.  Harrington 
should  be  sent  to  Grace 
UMC  and  designated  for  the 
playground  fund. 


issues,  women’s  concerns,  chil¬ 
dren’s  and  youth's  affairs  and 
environmental  matters.  Text  for 
this  study  is  ‘The  Community 
of  Nations"  by  Mia  Adjali  and 
Deborah  Storms  with  an  accom¬ 
panying  Study  Guide. 

The  breakup  of  the  U.S.S.R. 
has  had  a  profound  effect  on  the 
churches  in  Europe.  Louisiana 
Methodists  are  particularly 
aware  of  the  reestablishment  of 
churches  in  Russia,  many  of 
which  are  experiencing  rapid 
growth.  One  congregation  has 
gone  from  20  members  to  1,000 
in  three  years.  The  text  for  this 
study  is  "Remembering  the 
Future:  the  Challenge  of  the 
Churches  in  Europe.  ”  The  pref¬ 
ace  of  this  book  states,  “The 
divisions  of  the  past  should 
remind  us  of  what  we  need  to 
avoid  in  the  future  as  we  seek  to 
work  together  in  church  and 
society.  The  rush  to  freedom 
during  the  past  five  years  has 
created  new  problems  and  chal¬ 
lenges  for  the  churches  in 
Eastern  Europe."  A  particularly 
concise  pamphlet,  "Methodism 
in  the  House  of  Europe  "  is 
available  free  for  postage  only, 
from  Service  Center,  7820 
Reading  Rd,  Call  no.  1 800, 
Cincinnati,  OH  45222, 
(513)761_2100. 

There  is  a  wealth  of  materials 
to  supplement  these  studies.  In 
addition  to  the  texts  and  study 
guides  there  are  several  excel¬ 
lent  videos,  ranging  from  25-30 
minutes  each: 

Mission  Magazine— April 
1995  gives  an  overview  of  all 
three  subjects. 

Is  Europe  Still  Christian? 
looks  at  the  paradox  of  a  decline 
in  conventional  religious 
expression,  yet  a  growing 
hunger  for  persona]  spirituality. 


Pat  Cobb,  President 
United  Methodist 
Women 

Beyond  the  News:  Hope  for 
Bosnia.  This  video  takes  us 
behind  the  lines  to  meet  some 
peacemakers  already  active  in 
reconciliation,  service  and  wit¬ 
ness,  and  praying  for  enemies. 
The  UN:  Earth 's  Hope.  The 
story  of  the  UN  along  with  the 
formative  and  supportive  role  of 
the  churches. 

About  the  United  Nations.  A 
set  of  three  videos,  each  1 8  to 
20  minutes  long,  dealing  with 

(1)  Peace-keeping, 

(2)  Decolonization  and 

(3)  Environment  and 
Development. 

All  of  the  above  videos  are 
available  for  loan  from  the 
Conference  A TV  Library  in 
Baton  Rouge.  Contact  Shirlene 
Spears  at  504/346-1646.  In 
addition,  see  Special  Issue  on 
Europe  of  new  World  Outlook, 
May/June  1995 ,  Response 
Special  Issue  on  Europe,  June 
1995  and  Response  Special 
Issue  on  the  United  Nations, 

May  1995. 

Remember.  IT’S  TIME! 

Help  your  church  carry  out 
“God’s  Mission  in  Our  Time” 
by  participating  in  these  studies. 


Bishop  Oden  has  invited  conference  leaden 
to  share  their  thoughts  with  the  conference  over 
the  summer. 


Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans 
names  new  CEO 


The  Methodist  Home  of  New 
Orleans  has  named  M.  Douglas 
Ezell,  Ph  D.  their  new  Chief 
Executive  Officer.  Dr.  Ezell  was  the 
former  Clinical  Director  of  the 
Pastoral  Counseling  Center  at 
Mercy+Baptist  Medical  Center  in 
New  Orleans.  He  is  also  an 
ordained  elder  in  full  connection 
with  the  Louisiana  Conference,  as 
well  as  a  licensed  Professional 
Counselor  and  Supervisor  in 
Louisiana.  Dr.  Ezell  began  his 
duties  with  the  Methodist  Home  on 
August  1,  1995. 


Dr.  M.  Douglas  Ezell 


Methodist  Home  Receives  Gifts 


Shaler  Wells, 
Director  of  Fund 
Development  and 
George  Coverdale 
of  Messiah  UMC, 
Kenner,  unloading 
a  van  load  of 
clothing,  toys  and 
school  supplies 
collected  by 
Messiah’s  congre¬ 
gation  for  the 
Methodist  Home 
of  New  Orleans. 


Shaler  Wells  and 
Bob  Reich  of  St. 
Timothy-on-the- 
North  Shore, 
Mandeville,  with 
gifts  collected  and 
donated  by  St. 
Timothy's  congre¬ 
gation. 


Faith  forum 
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Religious  life  is 
still  good  news 


The  recent  death  of  a  Detroit 
woman  who  jumped  from  a 
bridge  to  escape  an  attacker  while 
more  than  50  spectators  did  noth¬ 
ing  puts  into  personal  perspective 
a  larger  question: 

Has  individualism — what  used 
to  be  saluted  as  "rugged" — pro¬ 
duced  such  moral  imbalance  that 
people  have  become  indifferent  to 
the  tragedies  of  others? 

One  scholar  earlier  this  year 
attempted  to  answer  this  1990s 
question.  Speaking  at  a  Lutheran 
Social  Services  gathering  in  San 
Francisco,  sociologist  Robert  N. 
Bellah  called  to  his  listeners’  atten¬ 
tion  the  ever-widening  gap 
between  the  rich  or  “culture  of  con¬ 
tentment”  and  the  poor  or  “under¬ 
class,"  along  with  the  continual 
erosion  of  the  American  middle 
class. 

Symbolic  of  these  chasms,  TV, 
cellular  phones,  personal  comput¬ 
ers,  on-line  computer  communi¬ 
cation,  microwave  ovens,  Walk¬ 
mans,  VCRs,  even  the  rebirth  of 
radio  have  concentrated  on  one- 
to-one  relations. 

In  the  midst  of  these  downsides 
in  technology  and  sweeping 
social  changes.  Dr.  Bellah  shares 
good  news.  He  says  “America's 
religious  life  is  still  our  deepest 
moral  resource." 

He  particularly  challenges  the 
historic  mainline  churches  to  begin 
our  country's  journey  towards  a 
more  functional  society.  He  urges 
churches  to: 

■  Insist  that  international  agree¬ 
ments,  such  as  NAFTA  (North 
American  Free  Trade  Agreement) 
and  GATT  (General  Agreement  on 
Tariffs  and  Trade),  provide  protec- 
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tion  from  such  things  as  currency 
crises,  trade  deficits  and  price  wars 
to  stabilize  world  economies; 

■  Reach  out  to  evangelicals 
not  mobilized  by  the  Christian 
right  to  distinguish  the  real  issues 
from  those  that  express  anxiety, 
paranoia  and  xenophobia; 

■  Speak  to  the  spiritual  prob¬ 
lems  of  the  “overclass."  The 
majority  of  those  in  corporate 
boardrooms,  the  highest  levels  of 
government  and  the  cultural  elite 
are  members  of  historic  mainline 
churches  or  at  least  come  out  of 
that  cultural  background; 

■  Minister  to  the  anxieties  of 
the  middle  “anxious”  class.  Down¬ 
sizing,  part-timing,  loss  of  benefits 
and  declining  incomes  have  been 
expressed  in  anger  towards  wel¬ 
fare  recipients  and  undocumented 
immigrants;  and 

■  Meet  the  problems  of  the 
underclass  by  attempting  to  rein¬ 
corporate  its  members  in  the  larg¬ 
er  society — the  most  demanding 
task  of  all. 

These  challenges  may  seem 
overwhelming.  Yet  when  dis¬ 
persed  to  tens  of  thousands  of 
congregations  which  minister  to 
the  needs  of  these  groups  within 
their  communities,  the  task  may 
be  achievable. 

There  is  no  better  curative  than 
the  one  that  the  Christian  church 
uniquely  can  offer,  namely  the 
banning  of  alienation,  depression 
and  isolation  by  continually  form¬ 
ing  and  re-forming  the  communi¬ 
ty  known  as  the  Body  of  Christ. 


Story  on  Faith&Values 
talks  was  incomplete 


I  regret  that  the  Baptist  Press 
story,  -Baptists,  Faith&Values  hit 
impasse,"  (see  UMR,  Aug.  18) 
gave  an  incomplete  picture  of  the 
status  of  negotiations  for  ACTS 
programming  on  the  Faith&Val¬ 
ues  Channel. 

From  our  perspective,  Faith&Val¬ 
ues  continues  to  negotiate  in  good 
faith.  We  desire  to  reach  an  agreement 
to  continue  airing  ACTS  program¬ 
ming  on  the  channel. 

The  ownership  of  the  channel 
has  been  restructured  to  enable  it 
to  compete  more  successfully  in  a 
crowded  cable  market  place.  This 
means  that  programming  changes 
are  required.  The  mission  of  the 
channel  is  to  continue  to  provide 
a  mix  of  religious,  moral,  ethical, 
values-based  and  family-oriented 
programs. 

It  is  our  hope  and  expectation  that 
the  continued  presence  of  ACTS 
programming  on  Faith&Values  will 
help  the  channel  fulfill  its  purpose. 
Nelson  Price 
New  York,  New  York 

Editor’s  note:  Mr.  Price  is  chief 
executive  officer  of  the  Faith&Val¬ 
ues  Channel. 

Don't  judge  by  music 

I  was  encouraged  by  the  explo¬ 
ration  at  the  Worship  Convocation 
(see  UMR.  July  28)  of  various 
ways  of  worshipping,  especially 
with  contemporary  music. 

I  was  however  saddened  by 
some  of  the  comments  by  speak¬ 
ers  and  participants  who  felt  that 
contemporary  music  and  worship 
was  “Christian  lite”  and  that  we 
need  to  “move  disciples  from  the 
contemporary  service,  culturally 
geared  toward  seekers,  into  the  tra¬ 
ditional  service  which  we  longtime 
disciples  find  more  profound." 

Not  everyone  who  loves  con¬ 
temporary  music  and  worship  is  a 
seeker  or  new  Christian.  I  grew  up 
in  a  Methodist  family  and  learned 
all  those  great  old-time  hymns 
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which  I  still  love  to  sing.  I  gave  my 
life  to  Jesus  when  I  was  13  (nearly 
40  years  ago  now)  and  I  knew  all 
those  great  classic  hymns. 

Now,  with  the  choruses  and  con¬ 
temporary  hymns,  the  way  I  wor¬ 
ship  God  has  expanded  and  grown. 
I  have  found  new  freedom  in  how 
I  express  my  love  and  praise  to 
God.  I  love  the  old  hymns  and  I 
love  the  new  contemporary  hymns 
and  choruses.  No  one  should  have 
the  depth  of  their  faith  and  commit¬ 
ment  to  Jesus  judged  on  a  style  of 
music  preferred. 

There  is  room  for  both  the  trea¬ 
sured  hymns  and  the  newer  expres¬ 
sions  of  joy  through  music  in  every 
United  Methodist  worship  service. 
I  would  hope  a  balance  of  these 
worship  styles  in  one  unifying  ser¬ 
vice  would  do  much  for  bringing 
all  worshippers  close  together  and 
closer  to  God. 

Laurie  Perkins 
Needham,  Massachusetts 

No  birth  control? 

Associate  Editor  Denise  John¬ 
son  Stovall’s  reports  on  the  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  Africa  Church  Growth 
and  Development  Committee  (see 
UMR.  Aug.  18)  point  out  that  the 
population  of  Africa  now  exceeds 
that  of  Europe  and  will  exceed  one 
billion  people  by  the  year  2025. 

Much  attention  is  given  to  the 
feeding  and  nurturing  of  our 
African  brothers  and  sisters,  but  it 
is  interesting  to  note  that  of  all  the 
needs  United  Methodists  are 
asked  to  consider,  not  one  mention 
is  made  of  family  planning  or  pop¬ 
ulation  control. 

In  the  existing  environment  the 
problems  are  guaranteed  to  get  worse. 
Pat  Burke 
San  Antonio,  Texas 


Our  flag  is  honored,  not  holy 


By  ROBERT  JEWETT  and 
CONSTANCE  COLLORA 

A  constitutional  amendment 
regarding  the  American  flag, 
adopted  in  June  by  the  House  of 
Representatives,  will  come  before 
the  U.S.  Senate  after  Congress 
returns  to  session  next  week. 

Supported  by  public  opinion 
and  the  resolutions  of  49  state 
legislatures,  the  words,  "The 
Congress  and  the  States  shall 
have  the  power  to  prohibit  the 
physical  desecration  of  the  flag 
of  the  United  States  of  America." 
could  easily  become  part  of  the 
U.S.  Constitution  before  church¬ 
es  even  begin  to  discuss  the  the¬ 
ological  issue  involved. 

The  issue  is  this:  If  the  flag  is 
defined  as  a  sacred  object,  as 
implied  in  the  word  "desecra¬ 
tion,"  does  this  not  enshrine  in  the 
Constitution  a  “religion  of  the 
flag"  as  an  object  of  final  loyalty? 

Viewed  as  holy 

The  debate  in  the  U.S.  House 
of  Representatives  made  it  clear 
that  the  supporters  of  the  amend¬ 
ment  in  fact  view  the  flag  as  holy. 
U.S.  Rep.  Toby  Roth  of  Wiscon¬ 
sin  claimed:  "There  are  still  some 
things  sacred  in  America  today, 
and  one  is  our  flag.” 

The  sponsors  rejected  alterna¬ 
tive  wording,  offered  by  U.S. 
Rep.  John  Bryant  of  Texas,  which 
would  have  avoided  religious 
language:  "The  Congress  and  the 
States  shall  have  power  to  pro¬ 
hibit  the  burning,  trampling,  soil¬ 
ing  or  rending  of  the  flag.” 

Despite  this  creative  alterna¬ 
tive,  the  word  "desecrate,"  with 
its  religious  nuancing,  was  delib¬ 
erately  retained. 

The  word  "sacred”  is  derived 
from  the  Latin  sacer,  which  the 
Oxford  Latin  Dictionary  defines 
in  its  primary  sense  as  “consecrat¬ 
ed  to  a  deity,  sacred,  hallowed." 
Other  senses  include  that  of  "holi¬ 
ness  by  association  with  religious 
use  and  practice,”  of  “inviolabili¬ 
ty”  and  of  divinity  itself. 

Set  apart  to  honor  deity 

The  word  “desecrate”  and  its 
opposite,  "consecrate,”  are 
derived  from  the  Latin  verb  sacro, 
sacrare,  which  is  related  to  sacer. 
The  dictionary  definition  of  sacro 
is  “to  set  apart  for  the  service  or 
honor  of  a  deity,  consecrate.” 
Webster’s  New  International  Dic¬ 
tionary  fists  the  primary  meaning 
of  the  English  word  "desecrate” 


The  American  flag  has  long  been  honored  as  the  symbol  of  the  nation.  However,  a  pro¬ 
posed  constitutional  amendment  to  outlaw  "desecrating"  the  flag  puts  a  secular  symbol 
inappropriately  into  the  realm  of  religion,  contend  a  professor  and  a  doctoral  student  at 
a  United  Methodist  seminary  (see  accompanying  article). 
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The  Rev.  Robert 
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as  “to  divest  of  a  sacred  character 
or  office;  to  divert  from  a  sacred 
purpose;  to  violate  the  sanctity  of; 
to  profane;  to  put  to  an  unworthy 
use;  the  opposite  of  consecrate." 

The  theological  problem  was 
clearly  stated  by  U.S.  Rep.  Gerald 
Kleczka  of  Wisconsin  who  argued 
that  “our  flag,  while  revered  and 
held  in  honor,  is  a  secular  symbol 
and  thus  should  not  be  wor¬ 
shipped."  He  cited  William 
Safire’s  dictum  that  “in  this 
democracy,  nothing  political  can 
be  consecrated,  “made  sacred’ . . . 
We  salute  the  flag,  but  we  reserve 
worship  for  God.” 


If  the  amendment  passes  in  its 
current  form,  the  language  of  the 
sacred  will  enter  the  U.S.  Consti¬ 
tution  for  the  first  time  in  the 
nation's  history.  The  amendment 
would  absolutize  a  particular  sym¬ 
bol,  permitting  the  restriction  of 
certain  forms  of  political  expres¬ 
sion  otherwise  accorded  protec¬ 
tion  under  the  First  Amendment. 

In  contrast  to  this  legislative 
effort,  the  biblical  concepts  of  holi¬ 
ness  and  the  sacred  center  on  God. 

Isaiah  6:3  proclaims,  "Holy, 
holy,  holy  is  the  LORD  of  hosts.” 
In  the  New  Testament,  Jesus 
Christ  is  recognized  as  "the  Holy 
One  of  God"  (Mark  1:24).  Like 
the  people  of  Israel,  the  church  is 
called  to  holiness.  Its  members 
are  the  "saints,"  which  is  simply 
the  word  for  “holy  ones." 

Doesn't  apply  to  the  state 

Biblical  concepts  of  holiness 
never  apply  to  the  state.  Paul 
instructs  Christians  to  “be  subject 
to  the  governing  authorities" 
(Romans  13:1) — but  never  to 
worship  them  or  regard  them  as 
holy.  Indeed  the  Romans  passage 
continues  as  follows:  “Pay  to  all 
their  dues  .  .  .  respect  to  whom 
respect  is  due,  honor  to  whom 
honor  is  due"  (Romans  13:7). 
This  formulation  implies  a  dis¬ 
tinction  between  the  ultimate  loy¬ 
alty  which  is  due  only  to  the  one, 
holy  God  and  the  honors  that  are 


due  to  the  secular  government. 

In  much  of  the  current  rhetoric 
on  flag  protection,  there  seems  to 
be  a  notion  that  our  unity  as  a 
nation  somehow  depends  on  the 
holiness  of  the  flag.  This  reminds 
us  of  the  association  in  Roman 
religion  between  the  pax  deorum, 
the  peace  of  the  gods  maintained 
by  ritual  observance,  and  the 
welfare  of  the  state. 

A  possible  resource  for  reflec¬ 
tion  on  these  issues  is  Augustine 
of  Hippo’s  City  of  God. 

Facing  political  instability  in 
the  wake  of  the  sack  of  Rome  in 
A.D.  410,  Augustine  developed 
a  critique  of  the  pagan  myth  of 
the  Roman  state.  All  earthly  soci¬ 
eties,  Augustine  insisted,  remain 
finite  and  flawed.  No  such  soci¬ 
ety,  not  even  the  church,  is  God’s 
"Heavenly  City."  The  transcen¬ 
dent  realm — the  realm  of  the 
sacred — belongs  to  God  alone. 

The  serious  thought  that 
Augustine  devoted  to  these  mat¬ 
ters  could  serve  as  a  model  for  dis¬ 
cussing  the  current  issue  in  our 
churches. 

" Here  I  Stand  ”  is  a  column  for 
readers  to  express  their  opinions  on 
church-related  issues.  Submissions 
should  be  a  maximum  of  two  typed , 
double-spaced  pages,  accompanied 
by  a  recent  photograph  and  the 
name  of  the  author's  church.  Send 
to  "Here  1  Stand,”  UMR,  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275. 


Return  to  Burundi  finds  Light  still  shines 


As  my  fellow  travelers  and  I 
disembarked  from  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
chartered  plane  in  the  Burundian 
capital  of  Bujumbura,  we  won¬ 
dered  out  loud  just  what  this  little 
country  had  in  store  for  us. 

This  was  just  a  stopover  prior 
to  a  visit  to  refugee  camps  for  vic¬ 
tims  of  tragedies  in  Rwanda  and 
Burundi. 

Traveling  with  me  were  my 
husband,  the  Rev.  L.  Charles  Sto¬ 
vall;  Sharon  Rubey,  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of  Glob¬ 
al  Ministries  executive  for  the 
Southeastern  Jurisdiction,  and 
Carolyn  Lanier,  an  on-site  coodi- 
nator  for  the  church’s  “volunteers 
for  Africa"  relief  program  in  Zaire. 

I  was  anxious 

I  remembered  Burundi  as  the 
place  where  I  first  experienced  the 
glorious  witness  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Africa  three 
years  ago.  I  was  anxious  about 
returning  because  I  was  afraid  that 
the  country’s  political  instability 
might  have  destroyed  that  witness. 

Inside  the  airport  terminal,  I 
thought  to  myself,  “Where  are  all 
those  proud,  wonderful  people  I 
remembered?" 

I  looked  for  the  beautiful  women 
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with  the  smiling  faces  selling 
Burundian  coffee  and  handmade 
baskets  at  the  gift  shop  or  the  well- 
groomed  businessmen  discussing 
the  country’s  economy  or  debating 
who  would  be  the  next  great  African 
sprinter  to  win  the  Olympics. 

Except  for  two  customs  agents 
and  a  couple  of  military  guards, 
the  place  was  deserted. 

Later  that  night,  after  I  had 
retired  to  my  hotel  room  for  the 
evening,  I  opened  the  curtains  to 
show  my  husband  how  beautiful  the 
mountains  looked  at  night.  I  was 
stunned.  It  was  pitch  black  outside. 

Three  years  ago,  when  I  looked 
out  my  window,  I  could  see  fights 
from  restaurants  and  homes  and 
even  could  hear  people  singing  in 
the  distance.  Now  nothing. 


Lord?"  Did  he  say  Burundians 
were  continuing  to  “witness  for 
Christ?"  How  can  these  people  be 
doing  that  when  everyone  I  saw 
seemed  to  be  so  sad  and  afraid  of 
offending  the  military  and  gov¬ 
ernment  officials?  How  does  he 
know  the  church  is  growing  when 
Burundi  seems  so  isolated  from 
the  rest  of  the  world? 

The  bishop  did  not  seem  sur¬ 
prised  by  my  questions.  His 
response  is  one  that  I  will  always 
remember  when  asked  why  the 
African  church  has  so  many  peo¬ 
ple  of  faith: 

"You  may  think  that  when  we 
have  problems  in  Africa,  the  church 
dies,"  said  Bishop  Ndoricimpa. 
"Just  because  we  have  these  prob¬ 
lems  in  Burundi  doesn't  mean  that 
the  spirit  of  Christ  is  not  here. 


"The  church  in  Africa  has 
always  survived.  In  fact,  it  grows 
even  more  in  times  of  trouble 
when  we  really  express  our  faith. 

"You  Americans  think  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  Burundi  even  need  a  bish¬ 
op  to  be  right  there  all  the  time  for 
them  to  be  the  church.  They  know 
that  if  they  really  need  me,  I  will 
be  there  for  them.  But  they  don't 
worry  about  that — they  know 
they  have  Jesus  Christ.” 

I  thought  back  to  the  scene 
from  my  hotel  room.  It  might  have 
seemed  dark  outside,  but  I  know 
otherwise.  I  know  that  somewhere 
in  those  mountains  shines  a  light 
brighter  than  the  morning  sun  in 
those  people  of  faith. 

In  Burundi  shines  the  Light  of 
Jesus. 

-DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
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Bishop  in  exile 

Later  that  week  I  had  lunch 
with  the  Burundian  Bishop  Jean 
Alfred  Ndoricimpa  and  his  fami¬ 
ly  in  Nairobi,  Kenya.  He  is  in  exile 
there  because  of  the  political  cri¬ 
sis  in  Burundi. 

During  the  meal  at  his  apart¬ 
ment,  the  bishop  expressed  great 
excitement  about  the  continuous 
growth  of  the  church  in  Burundi 
and  about  how  Christians  in 
Burundi  are  so  happy  to  be  in  ser¬ 
vice  for  the  Lord. 

I  could  not  believe  my  ears! 
Did  he  say  “happy  to  work  for  the 
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From  new.?  and  staff  reports 
\ _ _ _ / 

BILL  OPPOSED:  The  pro¬ 
posed  immigration  bill  in  the 
U.S.  House  of  Representatives 
would  impose  “the  most  dracon¬ 
ian  anti-immigrant  measures  this 
country  has  seen  in  decades," 
according  to  a  United  Methodist 
official.  Lilia  Fernandez,  execu¬ 
tive  secretary  for  refugee  con¬ 
cerns,  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Relief  (UMCOR), 
said  measures  contained  in 
H.R.  2202  not  only  will  impact 
immigrants  but  also  U.S.  citi¬ 
zens  and  people  “who  look  or 
sound  ‘foreign.’”  The  bill  is 
expected  to  come  before  the  full 
House  Judiciary  Committee  by 
mid-September. 

RADIO  SUCCEEDS:  "Pas 
sages,"  the  radio  production  in 
which  people  share  their  faith 
journeys  in  90  second  segments, 
has  increased  The  United 
Methodist  Church’s  visibility  and 
ministry  in  the  secular  arena.  The 
joint  effort  of  United  Methodist 
Communications  and  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Media  Mission  has  been 
used  by  more  than  375  radio  sta¬ 
tions  since  its  June  debut  as  pub¬ 
lic  service  announcements  or  fea¬ 
tures  sponsored  by  local  church¬ 
es.  Approximately  54  million 
people  have  heard  at  least  one 
broadcast  of  “Passages.” 

ALDERSCATE  EVENT:  An 
estimated  1,500  people,  includ¬ 
ing  some  250  youths,  attended 
the  recent  Aldersgate  ‘95  in 

Orlando,  Fla.,  sponsored  by 
Aldersgate  Renewal  Ministries, 
an  affiliate  of  the  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of  Dis- 
cipleship. 

OCTOBER  FINISH:  Contrac¬ 
tors  have  promised  The  United 
Methodist  Reporter  no  later  than 
an  Oct.  12  completion  date  for 
the  $3  million  UMR  Communi¬ 
cations  Center  being  built  in  Dal¬ 
las.  Publisher  Ronald  P.  Patterson 
said  staff  expects  to  move  during 
the  Oct.  19-22  weekend.  Conse¬ 
cration  services  are  scheduled  for 
mid-November.  The  new  center 
will  house  the  newspaper’s  entire 
operations,  including  publishing 
national  newspapers  for  three 
other  denominations — United 
Church  of  Christ,  Episcopal 
Church  and  Presbyterian  Church 
U.S.  A. 

OFF  TO  SCHOOL:  Fifteen 
thousand  Cuban  children  will  set 
off  for  school  this  month  toting 
school  kits  assembled  as  part  of 
the  Church  World  Service  "Gifts 
of  the  Heart”  program.  As  the 
students  settle  in  at  their  desks, 
10  U.S.  church  members,  sever¬ 
al  of  whom  have  assembled 
kits,  will  pay  them  a  visit.  Five 
are  United  Methodists.  Members 
from  Minnesota,  Illinois,  Vir¬ 
ginia,  New  York  and  New  Jersey 
also  will  visit  hospitals,  pro¬ 
grams  for  expectant  mothers  and 
homes  for  the  elderly  that  have 
received  food,  medicine  and 
other  humanitarian  aid  from 
Church  World  Service. 

Compiled  from  news  reports 


Latest  refugee  crisis  won't  stop  church,  UMCOR  says 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

UVIRA,  ZAIRE— Antoime  Ntirabampa  (left)  architect  and 
Niels  French,  UMC  missionary,  confer  on  the  construction 
of  the  Uvira  United  Methodist  Church.  The  church  is  being 
built  primarily  by  volunteers  from  both  Zaire  and  the  U.S. 


out  of  Zaire],  So  we  have  con¬ 
stantly  been  dealing  with  change. 

“It  points  out  that  in  the  midst 
of  the  politics — local  and  interna¬ 
tional — the  church  still  has  to  deal 
with  a  lot  of  human  misery.” 

For  over  a  year,  refugees  from 
Rwanda  and  Burundi  have  con¬ 
verged  on  Eastern  Zaire. 

The  mass  exodus  started  when 
nearly  2  million  people  left  their 
homelands  following  ethnic  fight¬ 
ing  between  Hutus  and  Tutsis. 

By  July  14.  1994.  thousands  of 
people  had  crossed  the  Rwanda 
border  into  Goma.  the  Rwanda  or 
Burundi  border  into  Bukavu  or  the 
Burundi  border  into  Uvira — 
already  impoverished  Zaire 
towns. 

This  has  forced  on  the  Central 
African  country,  half  the  size  of 
the  U.S.,  more  refugees  than  any 
other  country  in  the  world. 

Compassion  or  tension? 

News  media  have  said  that 
many  United  Nations  officials 
have  noticed  "compassion 
fatigue”  among  Zaire  residents. 

When  asked  “Are  there  ten¬ 
sions  between  impoverished 
Zairians  and  the  Rwanda/Burun¬ 
di  refugees?”  Dr.  Lutgen  told  the 
Reporter  that  he  has  not  experi¬ 
enced  any  such  tensions,  especial¬ 
ly  from  members  of  the  Zaire 
United  Methodist  Church. 

"The  people  of  Zaire  have  no 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

The  head  of  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
says  refugee  ministries  in  Central 
Africa  will  not  be  discontinued 
despite  the  latest  refugee  crisis  in 
Zaire. 


The  Rev.  Kenneth  R.  Lutgen 
said  United  Methodist  relief  pro¬ 
grams  will  adapt  to  the  changing 
situation  because  the  “program 
has  always  been  about  change  in 
Zaire.” 

“First,  there  was  flooding  of 
[people  into]  the  refugee  camps 


from  Rwanda  overnight  because 
of  problems  between  members  of 
the  two  ethnic  groups,”  said  Dr. 
Lutgen. 

Easing  human  misery 

“Now  it's  this  problem  [some 
Rwandan  refugees  being  driven 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

GOMA,  ZAIRE— Rwandan  children  living  in  the  Mugunga  refugee  camp  near  Goma  gather 
for  food  and  water.  This  camp  receives  assistance  from  The  United  Methodist  Church. 


Kenneth  Lutgen 


love  for  their 
military  for  what 
they  are  doing  to 
the  refugees 
from  Rwanda  or 
Burundi,"  he 
said. 

“The  Zairians 
only  want  to  call 
the  international 
community’s 
attention  to  the  crises  because  the 
world  seems  to  have  forgotten 
what  has  been  happening  in  Zaire. 

“The  Zaire  people  are  saying, 
‘Look,  these  folks  need  your  help. 
You  get  them  help.”  I  have  never 
seen  an  attitude  that  there  is  not 
enough  room  for  the  refugees  in 
the  Zaire  community” 

Dr.  Lutgen  expressed  concern 
over  the  drop  in  giving  to  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Bishops' Appeal  for 
Africa. 

At  the  end  of  1994,  after  a  year 
of  high  media  attention  to  the 
refugee  situation  in  Central  East¬ 
ern  Africa,  the  appeal  had  raised 
$1.6  million.  As  of  July  1995,  it 
has  raised  $190,000. 

"We  forget  that  this  is  an  all- 
Africa  appeal,”  said  Dr.  Lutgen. 
"This  appeal  is  not  just  for  Rwan¬ 
dans  or  Burundians  but  for  all  of 
Africa.  And  all  of  Africa  is  in  cri¬ 
sis.  Just  when  we  desperately 
need  funds  for  crises  like  this,  we 
are  not  receiving  the  money." 


-DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 


Zaire  ministries  slowed 
by  fears  of  deportation 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

Construction  of  the  first  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  children's  village 
for  Rwandan  refugees  nearly 
came  to  a  halt  last  week  when 
workers  fled  for  fear  of  being 
deported  back  to  Rwanda. 

Hired  to  complete  such  tasks  as 
building  a  security  wall  around 
the  village  compound  as  well  as 
to  set  up  canvas  housing  struc¬ 
tures,  the  refugees  were  suddenly 
rounded  up  and  forced  onto  buses 
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United  Methodists  work 
at  Camps  Mugunga  and 
Kibumba  near  Goma,  Camp 
Panzi  near  Bukavu  and  Camps  ’ 
Kiliba  and  Biriba  near  Uvira  includes 
housing  displaced  children,  church 
construction  and  medical  assistance. 
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How  you  can  help  | 

Make  a  donation  to  ADVANCE 
#  198000-6  "Children's  Villages" 
Volunteer  for  a  Zaire  work  team, 
call  1-800-UMC-GBGM. 


Fund  another  volunteer  to  Zaire, 
ADVANCE  #  177000-2 


and  trucks  to  be  taken  to  the 
Zaire/Rwanda  border. 

The  African  Children’s  Village 
Project  is  part  of  the  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  response  to  the 
refugee  crisis  in  Central  Africa. 

Work  on  the  African  Children’s 
Village  will  be  continued  by  vol¬ 
unteers  from  Zaire  United 
Methodist  churches  and  by  vari¬ 
ous  "Volunteers  for  Africa”  until 
the  refugee  workers  return  (news 
reports  at  the  Reporter's  press 
time  indicated  that  some  refugees 
were  returning). 

Each  of  three  children’s  vil¬ 
lages  is  intended  to  care  for  at 
least  100  Rwandan  and/or  Burun¬ 
dian  refugee  children. 

Rena  Yocum,  spokesperson  for 
the  Global  Ministries  board,  told 
the  Reporter  that,  on  the  day  after, 
soldiers  looted  and  evacuated  the 
camp,  mission  board  officials 
received  a  call  from  staff  execu¬ 
tive  Sandra  Swans.  She  is  super¬ 
vising  one  village  project  in 
Goma.  Zaire. 

Ms.  Swans  said  they  “lost  some 
of  their  best  workers  because  they 
were  Rwandan.” 

The  workers  were  being  paid 
the  equivalent  of  $  1  to  $2  a  day — 
described  as  good  by  African 
standards. 

Ms.  Swans  said  officials  repre¬ 
senting  the  United  Nations  High 
Commissioner  for  Refugees 
asked  Global  Ministries  staff  to 
continue  the  mission  program 
with  the  refugees,  saying  that  they 


were  needed  now  more  than  ever. 

Ms.  Swans  described  to  the 
Global  Ministries  staff  by  satel¬ 
lite  telephone  the  nightmare  of 
watching  thousands  of  panic- 
stricken  refugees  running  for 
cover  toward  mountains  sur¬ 
rounding  the  Goma  area. 

But  the  worst  part,  she  said, 
was  witnessing  what  was  happen¬ 
ing  to  the  children. 

"There  are  thousands  of  aban¬ 
doned  and  unaccompanied 
minors  left  to  wander  the  streets 
and  camps,  since  many  of  the 
adults  were  literally  rounded  up 
and  driven  to  the  borders,”  Ms. 
Swans  said. 

“They  didn’t  have  time  to  do 
anything.  .  .  they  just  took  what 
they  could  and  left." 

United  Methodist  Bishop  Fel¬ 
ton  E.  May  (Harrisburg,  Pa.  Area), 
an  elected  director  of  the  mission 
board  and  a  spokesperson  con¬ 
cerning  the  church's  ongoing 
Bishops'  Appeal  for  Africa,  dis¬ 
continued  his  study  leave  in 
Atlanta  immediately  to  consult 
with  Global  Ministries  staff  con¬ 
cerning  the  Zaire  crisis. 

Bishop  May  also  expressed 
concern  for  the  refugee  children. 

"Their  homeland  will  be  no 
’promised  land'for  Rwandan  chil¬ 
dren  forced  to  return  to  their  war- 
scarred  impoverished  nation,” 
Bishop  May  said. 

"Children  —  60,000  — 
orphaned,  abandoned  or  with  their 
mothers,  deserve  a  safe  place,  a 
place  of  Shalom." 


Schermer’s  Specialty 

Pecans 


What  a  great  way  to  raise  S450  to 
$5,000  ...  all  the  money  you  need! 


Get  ready  for  your  greatest  fund  raising  drive  ever  with  delicious 
Schermer's  Specialty  Pecans!  Used  by  millions  for  cooking 
Thanksgiving  and  Christmas  Holiday  dishes  and  desserts  or  just  plain 
nutritious  snacking-PECANS  go  fast.  They  are  a  natural  food  snack 
almost  everyone  likes  so  they  practically  sell  themselves.  You  are 
guaranteed  that  only 


the  very  best  of  our 
ripened-to-perfection. 
pecans  harvested  in 
October  make  the 
grade  to  become 
SCHERMER'S  PECAN 
FUND  RAISERS 


Free  Information  -  Schermer’s  Specialty  Pecans" 1 

J  DYES!  Our  group  is  interested 

I 


Pecans  Please  rush  Free  information  t 
fund  raising 


i  raising  money  selling 
n  how  to  sell  Pecans  for 


Group's  Name 
Your  Address  _ 


Your  Telephone  (  )_ 


Date  of  Sale _  No  Members  5e 

Return  to  Scbcrmcr's  Specialty  Pecans 
P.O.  Box  3650,  Albany,  OA  31706-3650 


use  order  form  or  call 
1-800-841-3403 

(GA  residents  call  collect  0-912-888-1143) 

Schermer’s  Specialty  Pecans 

P.O.  Box  3650.  Albany,  GA  31706-3650 


Laywomen:  'Here  I  am,  Lord!  Send  me!' 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  DENISE  IOHNSON  STOVALL 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

GOMA,  Zaire — Since  last  fall, 
187  people  have  said.  “Here  I  am: 
Send  Me!"  in  response  to  the 
United  Methodist  Bishops’ 
Appeal  for  Africa. 

Following  are  examples  of 
their  experiences: 

Goma 

Millicent  Counts,  a  United 
Methodist  from  Youngstown, 
Ohio,  has  completed  two  stints  as 
a  volunteer. 

Rwandan  children  call  her 
"Mama  Millicent.” 

Pointing  out  crowds  around  the 
town  square,  she  explained  that 
Goma  had  a  population  of 
300,000  before  the  summer  of 
1994. 

Then,  when  the  massacres 
began  in  Rwanda,  the  population 
tripled  to  nearly  1  million, 

“This  is  called  a  town,  but  it 
really  is  not,"  said  Ms.  Counts. 
"There  are  no  banks,  no  post 
office,  no  real  government  offices. 
All  the  real  business  transactions 
are  down  in  the  street ...  if  you  are 
fortunate  enough  to  have  money! 

Despite  the  gloom  and  despair 
surrounding  the  Goma  communi¬ 
ty,  Ms,  Counts  says  she  still  can 
rejoice  when  she  puts  on  her  hik¬ 


ing  boots  to  visit  the  new  African 
Children’s  Village  (see  related 
stories  above). 

A  person  definitely  needs  stur¬ 
dy  footwear  to  reach  the  site  on 
three  acres  of  land  just  outside  of 
town.  Volcanic  rock  covers  every 
inch  of  the  site. 

"You  can  hardly  walk  through 
this  stuff,  right?”  she  says,  help¬ 
ing  this  journalist  to  climb  the 
rugged  rock. 


NAIROBI, 
Kenya— The  tail 
of  this  airplane 
is  a  visual 
witness  to  the 
ministry  of 
United 
Methodists 
around  the 
globe.  Owned 
by  the  UMCOR, 
the  plane 
transports 
mission 
personnel 
between  Kenya, 
Burundi,  and 
Zaire 

"Can  you  imagine  what  it’s  like 
for  those  little  refugee  children 
walking  through  this  stuff  with  no 

shoes?” 

"All  I  think  about  are  those 
children,  and  that’s  why  I’m  here. 
We  may  not  be  able  to  solve  all  the 
problems  with  the  refugees,  but 
we  are  making  a  start  with  100  of 
those  children. 

"We  hope  to  establish  healthy 
lives  that  will  grow  up  wanting  to 


help  their  people." 

Uvira 

Louise  Sampson  is  the  first  to 
get  dressed  for  the  day  at  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  guest  house  for  vol¬ 
unteers  in  Uvira. 

She  says  she  thanks  God  every 
day  for  the  opportunity  to  nurture 
the  refugee  children  from  Burun¬ 
di  and  Rwanda. 

Ms.  Sampson  consumes  the 
modest  meal  of  tea  and  bread, 
fruit  and  jam.  and  receives 
instructions  for  the  day’s  work. 

A  registered  nurse  from  Lex¬ 
ington.  Ky.,  Ms.  Sampson  says 
she  is  responsible  for  "showing 
the  children  that  Jesus  loves  them. 

"The  first  time  I  came  to  Zaire 
I  was  assigned  to  help  the  doctors 
at  Camp  Panzi  near  Bukavu  and  I 
couldn't  believe  how  many  peo¬ 
ple  needed  medical  help,"  Ms. 
Sampson  said. 

"Sometimes  we  didn’t  have 
electricity  and  had  to  wait  to  do 
procedures,  which  caused  even 
more  suffering." 

"When  1  returned  to  Kentucky 
and  realized  all  the  things  we  had 
in  the  states,  I  said  we  have  so 
much  to  be  thankful  for.  I  had  to 
come  back,  in  appreciation  for  all 
my  blessings." 

-DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 


Faith  at  work 
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Connections 

^ From  news  and  staff  reports  ^ 

WESLEY  ON  FILE:  Pitts  The¬ 
ology  Library  at  Emory  Univer¬ 
sity's  Candler  School  of  Theolo¬ 
gy  recently  completed  electron¬ 
ically  cataloguing  approxi¬ 
mately  1,325  titles  and  1,700 
volumes  of  a  collection  of 
works  by  or  about  Method¬ 
ism's  founder,  John  Wesley. 

The  collection  came  to  the 
school  in  1915  and  contains  305 
titles  by  John  Wesley  himself, 
including  sermons,  hymns 
(sometimes  written  in  collabora¬ 
tion  with  his  brother  Charles), 
correspondence  and  writings  on 
almost  any  field  of  theology 
imaginable. 

ERIN  AFTERMATH:  Hurri¬ 
cane  Erin  caused  extensive 
damage  to  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Fort  Wal¬ 
ton  Beach.  Fla.,  causing  leaks 
from  damaged  roofs.  Other 
United  Methodist  church  build¬ 
ings  damaged  were:  Saint  Paul 
Church  in  Gulf  Breeze,  Bagdad 
Church.  First  Church  in  Milton, 
Pine  Forest  Church  and  both  the 
Aldersgate  and  Annie  Jones 
Churches  in  the  Molino  area. 

EDITOR  NAMED:  The  Rev. 
Carmen  M.  Gaud  has  been 
named  editor  of  ElAposento 
Alto  (the  Spanish-language  edi¬ 
tion  of  The  Upper  Room).  Dr. 
Gaud,  a  native  of  Puerto  Rico, 
served  as  interim  editor  of  this 
publication  from  September 
1994  to  March  1995. 

TELECONFERERNCE:  Peggy 
Halsey,  a  United  Methodist 
expert  on  the  concerns  of  women 
and  children,  will  be  among  pan¬ 
elists  for  an  Oct.  22  satellite  tele¬ 
conference,  "The  Church’s  Cri¬ 
sis:  Children  in  Need,”  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Washington  (D.C.) 
National  Cathedral.  Moderator 
Tim  Russert.  Washington  Bureau 
Chief  of  NBC  News  and  host  of 
“Meet  the  Press."  will  lead  the 
ecumenical  panel  in  a  discussion 
on  poverty  and  violence. 

PEACEMAKER  DIES:  Gordon 
Wilson  of  Enniskillen,  North¬ 
ern  Ireland,  holder  of  the  1988 
World  Methodist  Peace  Award, 
died  recently  of  a  heart  attack, 
reported  the  July/August  issue  of 
World  Parish,  publication  of  the 
World  Methodist  Council.  Mr. 
Wilson,  67,  was  a  Methodist  and 
a  member  of  the  Irish  Senate.  He 
was  honored  in  1988  for  forgiv¬ 
ing  the  perpetrators  of  a  1987 
bombing  that  killed  his  younger 
daughter.  Marie,  and  for  his  sub¬ 
sequent  efforts  to  bring  peace  to 
Northern  Ireland. 

CO-CHAIR  REMOVED:  The 

United  Methodist  Southwest 
Texas  Annual  Conference  recent¬ 
ly  restructured  its  youth  coun¬ 
cil  to  eliminate  a  co-chair  posi¬ 
tion,  apparently  to  remove  a 
layman  who  has  acknowledged 
his  homosexuality.  T.  J.  Wasden, 
youth  director  at  Trinity  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Austin,  told 
the  Reporter  that  he  revealed  to 
some  friends  last  May  that  he  is 
gay.  Douglas  F.  Cannon,  a 
spokesman  for  the  conference, 
said  that  opponents  of  Mr.  Was¬ 
den  argued  that  he  was  not  “an 
appropriate  role  model  for  con¬ 
ference  teen-agers." 


United  Methodists 
give  Ukrainian  kids 
their  first  'kisses' 


By  DEAN  J.  SNYDER 

At  least  seven  of  the  thousands 
of  children  who  visited  Hershey, 

Pa.,  Chocolatetown,  USA,  this 
summer  had  never  eaten  a  Her¬ 
shey  Kiss  or  munched  a  Hershey 
Bar  or  mixed  Hershey  Syrup  with 
their  milk. 

The  children,  aged  6  to  12, 
from  the  town  of  Kerch  in  the 
Ukraine  region  of  the  former 
Soviet  Union,  were  the  guests  of 
the  First  United  Methodist 

Church  of  Her-  ^ _ 

shey.  The  church  -  . .  . 

has  been  support-  Our  folks  have  a 
ing  a  nev/\)  new  awareness  of  the 
formed  United  nee(js  Qf  (fle  peQple  jn 

there  the  Ukraine-both 


gregation 
for  two  years. 

Hershey 
Chocolate  is  sold 
in  the  Ukraine, 
but  Kerch  is  a  “ 
depressed  area 
where  families  can  barely  keep 
food  on  their  tables,  let  alone  buy 
chocolate,  according  to  Barbara 
Fisher.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Her¬ 
shey  church,  has  visited  Kerch 
twice  and  coordinated  the  chil¬ 
dren’s  trip. 

“When  I  was  there  in  April, 
there  was  no  meat,  fish  or  any¬ 
thing,”  she  said. 

Natasha  Chernova,  a  leader  of 
the  Kerch  church  who,  along  with 
Natasha  Sakharova,  accompanied 
the  children,  said,  “Conditions  in 
our  country  are  very  hard;  we 
came  to  give  the  children  a  rest. 

“Also,  we  have  come  to  learn 
how  to  teach  the  children;  our 
Sunday  School  is  very  young-it 
exists  only  for  several  months.” 

Last  minute  problem 

The  trip,  which  had  been 
planned  since  before  Ms.  Fisher 
first  visited  Kerch  in  August, 


physical  and  spiritual." 

—Richard  F.  Brenneman 


1994,  almost  fell  through  at  the 
last  minute. 

Two  weeks  before  the  children 
were  to  leave,  the  U.S.  consulate 
in  Kiev,  cautious  about  the  use  of 
tourist  visas  involving  children, 
decided  that  the  children  would 
not  be  granted  visas  unless  both 
their  parents  made  the  three-day 
trip  from  Kerch  to  Kiev  to  sign 
permission  papers  in  person-an 
impossible  requirement  for  the 
Kerch  families  to  meet. 

The  Rev.  Richard  F.  Brenne- 

-  man,  pastor  of 

the  Hershey 
church,  said  that 
he  was  greatly 
disappointed 
that  a  United 
Methodist 
Church  would 
be  questioned 
about  the  inte- 
_  grity  of  its  con¬ 
gregation. 

Mr.  Brenneman  spent  a  week 
desperately  “telephoning  and 
telefaxing”  the  consulate,  the 
State  Department,  his  congres¬ 
sional  representatives  and  any¬ 
body  he  could  think  of  who  might 
help-without  success. 

After  a  weekend  of  prayer, 
three  days  before  the  children  had 
been  scheduled  to  leave,  he 
phoned  his  bishop's  office  even 
though  he  knew  that  Bishop  Fel¬ 
ton  E.  May  of  the  Harrisburg  Area 
was  away  on  study  leave. 

To  Mr.  Brenneman’s  surprise. 
Bishop  May  was  in  his  office  for 
an  unplanned  two-hour  stop-over 
between  flights. 

Bishop  May  phoned  the  Rev. 
R.  Bruce  Weaver,  coordinator  of 
United  Methodist  mission  work  in 
the  former  Soviet  Union. 

Mr.  Weaver  arranged  for  Mr. 
Brenneman  to  speak  with  David 
Swartz,  a  former  ambassador  to 
Belarus,  a  republic  neighboring 


WORLD  METHODIST  EVANGELISM  PHOTO 

Russian  evangelists  are  consecrated 

MOSCOW— The  consecration  of  five  United  Methodist 
lay  evangelists  highlighted  a  recent  World  Methodist  Evan¬ 
gelism  Institute  seminar,  the  first  such  regional  training 
session  in  Russia.  Above,  Vagan  Frankian  of  Armenia  is 
consecrated  by  (left  to  right)  Ceorg  Lanberg,  leader  of 
Russian-language  ministry  in  Estonia;  the  Rev.  Vladislav 
Spekotorov,  pastor  of  Samara  (Russia)  United  Methodist 
Church;  the  Rev.  H.  Eddie  Fox,  World  Evangelism  Direc¬ 
tor  for  the  World  Methodist  Council;  and  United 
Methodist  Bishop  Ruediger  R.  Minor  (Eurasia  Area). 
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From  August  1  until  September  30.  all 
of  our  choir  robes,  choir  robe 
accessories,  pulpit  robes,  and  pulpit  robe 
accessories  are  being  offered  at  a  1 5% 
dis  'ount — in  our  biggest  robe  sale  ever! 

Call  our  toll-free  number  for  a  robe 
packet  which  lists  all  styles,  fabric 
swatches,  and  prices.  Sample  robes  are 
available  on  request.  Examine  the 
various  colors  and  fabrics  available — then 
order  the  robes  that  are  right  for  you. 
Notice  particularly  our  new  washable 
satin  fabric  which  is  used  in  making 
collars  and  pennant  collars. 
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rder  early  and  have  your  robes  in 
time  for  your  Christmas  program! 

©  Cokes  bu  ry 


CALL  OR  VISIT  YOUR  COKESBURY  STORE 
ORDER  TOLL  FREE  1-800*672-1789 

Satisfaction  Quaranteed! 

Piters  subject  to  change  uuhnut  notice  Shippmg  and  handling  ear  a 


An  your  seniors  tired  of  * 
crawling  over  the  HUMP7  I 
The  solution—  15  passen-  J 
get  van  w/  an  aisle, 
raised  roof,  electric  step. 

Call  1-800-330-3622 
Tri-State  Van  &  Bus  Sales 


MANAGER  OF  MAINTENANCE—  FULL¬ 
TIME  position  in  UMC  year-round  Camp/ 
Program  Center  near  Philadelphia,  PA  For 
information,  job  description,  and  application 
contact  David  L  Berkey,  DCC,  ETC,  UMC, 
P.O.  Box  820,  Valley  Forge,  PA  19482.  1-800- 
828-9093.  Application  deadline:  10/2/95. 

TREASURER/DIRECTOR  Administrative  Ser¬ 
vices  —  Holston  Annual  Conference.  Position 
available  June  "96  far  highly  qualified  lay  or  der- 
gy  person  Equal  opportunity  employer.  Respon¬ 
sibilities:  treasurer  functions,  pension  &  insurance 
programs  and  Conference  Foundation.  Super¬ 
vises  6  person  staff  in  Johnson  City,  Tenn  Re¬ 
ports  to  Conference  Council  on  Finance  & 
Administration.  Salary  and  benefits  comparable 
to  District  Superintendents.  Qualifications:  Appli¬ 
cant  is  expected  to  have  strong  commitment  to 
Christ  and  the  ministry  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  Must  be  knowledgeable  in  finance,  ac¬ 
counting  and  computer  systems.  Experience  with 
pensions,  insurance  and  investments  wiD  be  ad¬ 
vantageous.  Communications  and  managerial 
skills  are  necessary.  Applications  may  be  submit¬ 
ted  toe  Alan  D.  Grocedoet,  Presxfcnt  Holston 
Conference  CFA,  P.O.  Box  1440,  Pulaski.  VA 
24301  by  November  15,  1995.  Indude  resume 
and  names  of  at  least  three  penons  for  references 
as  to  professional  and  personal  qualifications.  Po- 
sbon  description  available  upon  request.  Sefco- 
bon  to  be  made  by  April  15, 1996. _ 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  FOR  David  A 
Margaret  Home,  Inc_,  La  Verne,  CA.  MSW  or 
equivalent  5  yean  experience  in  residential 
treatment  with  minimum  3  years  in  adminis¬ 
tration.  Resume  by  October  10, 1995  to:  Search 
Committee.  1350  3rd  St,  La  Verne,  CA  9I7SO. 
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PHOTO  BY  CINDY  GETTIS 

HERSHEY,  Pa.— Inna  Pikh,  Nikita  Zhernenkov,  Anna  Pikh  and  Kirill  Prilyepskuyev  were  among 
seven  children,  aged  6  to  12,  and  two  adults  from  Kerch  United  Methodist  Church  in  the 
Ukraine  who  visited  Hershey  United  Methodist  Church  recently  (see  story  to  left).  Barbara 
Fisher,  standing  behind  the  children,  coordinated  their  visit. 


the  Ukraine.  Mr.  Swartz  volun¬ 
teered  to  go  to  the  State  Depart¬ 
ment  in  person  to  plead  the  Her¬ 
shey  church's  case. 

A  day  before  the  trip  would 
have  been  canceled,  Mr.  Brenne¬ 
man  was  informed  by  the  con¬ 
sulate  that  it  would  make  "an 
extraordinary  exception  in  the 
case  of  the  children  visiting  Her¬ 
shey,  Pennsylvania.” 

'Thought  they'd  get  sick!' 

During  their  visit,  the  children 
attended  First  United  Methodist’s 
daily  Vacation  Church  School 
each  morning.  Afternoon  activi¬ 
ties  included  visits  to  a  soup 
kitchen,  a  homeless  mission  and 
a  medical  center. 

Ms.  Fisher  also  made  sure  to 
include  time  for  a  visit  to  Her- 
shey’s  Chocolate  World  and  an 
afternoon  and  evening  riding 
amusements  at  Hershey  Park.  And 
they  ate  chocolate.  “They  gobbled 


it  up,"  said  Ms.  Fisher.  “We  were 
worried  they'd  get  sick." 

Kerch  United  Methodist 
Church,  which  has  35  active  adult 
members  and  15  children,  was 
begun  three  years  ago  as  the  result 
of  a  cultural  exchange  by  mem¬ 
bers  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Morristown,  N.J. 

Morristown  participants  paid 
twice  the  normal  cost  of  visiting 
the  Ukraine  so  that  people  from 
there  could,  in  turn,  visit  Morris¬ 
town.  After  their  visit,  the 
Ukrainians  decided  to  begin  a 
United  Methodist  congregation  in 
Kerch. 

"We  appreciate  greatly  the 
democratic  basis  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church.''  said  Natasha 
Chernova  and  Natasha  Sakharo¬ 
va,  the  two  laywomen  who  are 
serving  as  spiritual  leaders  of  the 
congregation.  “Everything  is 
based  on  love  in  The  United 


Methodist  Church-not  fear  and 
the  expectation  of  punishment.” 

At  their  farewell,  the  children 
expressed  their  gratitude  that  they 
were  able  "to  learn  about  God  and 
see  God's  love  in  everyone,"  said 
Ms.  Fisher,  whom  "the  two 
Natashas"  have  come  to  see  as 
their  mentor  in  attempting  to  lead 
the  congregation  in  Kerch. 

"The  kids  had  the  adventure  of 
a  lifetime-you  could  see  it  in  their 
faces,"  said  Mr.  Brenneman.  "The 
families  [they  stayed  with]  just 
loved  them,”  he  said.  "There  were 
a  lot  of  tears  shed  in  our  parking 
lot  when  they  left." 

“Our  folks  have  a  new  aware¬ 
ness  of  the  needs  of  the  people  in 
the  Ukraine-both  physical  and 
spiritual,”  he  added.  "And  their 
concern  for  children  everywhere 
has  been  strengthened."  The  con¬ 
gregation  is  planning  to  send  reg¬ 
ular  shipments  of  food  to  Kerch. 


This  laywoman  didn't  miss  her 
chance  to  ride  the  ' Peace  Train ' 


By  ALICE  ANN  GLENN 

ODESSA.  Ukraine — A  train 
carrying  234  women  and  men  left 
Helsinki  Aug.  7  bound  for  Bei¬ 
jing,  China,  and  the  non-govern¬ 
ment  organizations’  part  of  the 
Fourth  World  Conference  on 
Women  Sept.  4-15. 

This  is  a  project  of  the  80-year- 
old  Women’s  International 
League  for  Peace  and  Freedom. 
United  Methodists  from  across 
the  U.S.  are  aboard. 

Many  United  Methodists  are 
going  directly  to  Beijing,  includ¬ 
ing  delegates  from  the  Women's 
Division  of  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  and  the  Gener¬ 
al  Board  of  Church  and  Society. 

The  Peace  Train  is  unique  in  its 
focus  both  on  peace  issues  and 
women’s  issues. 

In  each  city  we  heard  women’s 
stories  and  concerns.  We  saw 
many  common,  world-wide  prob¬ 
lems: 

✓Fundamentalist  religious 
beliefs  which  restrict  women’s 
contributions  to  their  communi¬ 
ties  and  countries; 

✓Increasing  violence  against 
women; 

✓Growing  crime  rates; 

✓Job  discrimination; 

✓Sexual  harassment; 

✓Unequal  pay;  and 

✓Soaring  inflation  which 


PEW  CUSHIONS 


custom  ro«t«  lor  jny  stylo  pew  Fine  fabrics,  excellent  col¬ 
ors.  competitively  priced  On  your  next  seating  project, 
contact  Waggoners,  the  cushion  specialists! 

— write  or  call — 


Waggoners,  Inc. 

PO.  Box  1037  Hutchinson,  KS  67504 

NATIONWIDE  1-800-396-7555 


Finest  Fabrics  including 
Permanent  Press  and  Wash  & 
Wear.  Superior  Quality.  Free 
Color  Catalog  and  Fabric 
Swatches  on  Request. 
Guaranteed  Satisfaction. 

Toll  Free 
1-800-826-8612 

EGENCY 


PO.  Box  8988-  T 
Jacksonville,  Florida  32211 


makes  basic  resources  hard  for 
families  to  obtain  without  multi¬ 
ple  jobs  and  incomes. 

We  also  saw  children,  ages  7- 
12,  sniffing  glue,  smoking  ciga¬ 
rettes  or  passing  time  throwing 
stones  at  our  train. 

Women  everywhere  we  go 
want  peace,  and  many  of  them 
perceive  war  as  a  male,  profit¬ 
making  business. 

While  traveling  we  have 
protested  against  France’s  deci¬ 
sion  to  continue  nuclear  testing  in 
the  Pacific.  Women  in  St.  Peters¬ 
burg  and  our  train’s  participants 
stressed  the  continual  need  for  a 
comprehensive  test  ban  treaty  and 
the  immediate  boycott  of  French 
goods  until  France  reverses  its 
decision. 

We  have  condemned  the  bomb¬ 
ing  and  destruction  in  Chechnya, 
asking  for  a  stop  to  the  fighting 
and  to  continue  peace  talks. 

We  have  heard  depressing 
reports  about  elderly  women. 


Spokeswomen  said  that  in  the 
Ukraine,  one  woman  a  day  com¬ 
mits  suicide  due  to  a  self-per¬ 
ceived  uselessness  of  life.  Sociol¬ 
ogists  say  that  in  Russia  a  woman 
is  socially  dead  at  age  50  because 
she  has  no  role  in  society. 

In  the  Ukraine  we  heard  that 
peace  education  is  becoming  part 
of  the  curriculum  in  public 
schools  with  plans  to  expand  that 
curriculum. 

Peace  Train  participants  are 
asking  governments  to  reduce 
their  military  budgets  Five  percent 
per  year.  The  five  percent  could 
be  redirected  to  job  training,  con¬ 
version,  education  and  preventa¬ 
tive  health  care. 

Ms.  Glenn  is  editor  of  a  local 
church  edition  of  The  United 
Methodist  Review,  a  sister  publi¬ 
cation  of  the  Reporter,  and  a 
branch  member  of  the  Monterey 
(Calif.)  Women's  International 
League  for  Peace  and  Freedom. 
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Westminster  Bible  Companion 

|  A  new  Bible  study  series 
for  individuals  and  groups 

First  four  volumes — 

Deuteronomy 

Thomas  W.  Mann  December  Paper  $15.99 

In  this  absorbing  and  readable  book,  Thomas  Mann  deals  with 
the  relevance  of  Deuteronomy  in  today's  world. 

First  and  Second  Peter  and  Jude 

Fred  B.  Craddock  Now  available  Paper  $14.99 

Fred  Craddock  examines  the  letters  of  First  and  Second  Peter 
and  Jude.  Of  each  episde  he  asks,  What  kind  of  literature  is  it? 
Who  wrote  the  letter?  To  whom  was  the  letter  written?  and 
For  what  purpose  was  the  letter  written? 

Luke 

Sharon  H.  Ringe  November  Paper  $19.99 

New  Testament  scholar  Sharon  Ringe  offers  readers  a  thorough 
introduction  to  and  a  critical  reading  of  this  most  recognizable 
and  beloved  of  the  gospel  writings. 

Romans 

David  L.  Bartlett  Now’  available  Paper  $14.99 

I  This  rewarding  and  fascinating  book  will  encourage  and 
enlighten  the  modem  reader  faced  with  Issues  that  are  dealt  with 
in  Paul's  Letter  to  the  Romans,  including  pluralism  and  the 
meaning  of  faith. 

“For  subsciption  information  at  25%  savings, 
call  1-800-227-2872 ” 
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MW  gathers  to 
“Pass  It  On” 


The  theme  for  the  twenty-sec¬ 
ond  annual  meeting  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference  United 
Methodist  Women  is  'Pass  It 
On.”  The  meeting  will  be  held 
September  15th  and  16th  at 
Asbury  UMC.  Lafayette.  UMW 
President  Patt  Cobb,  of  New 
Orleans  will  preside.  Keynote 
speaker  for  the  event  is  Mary 
Lou  Blakeman,  co-author  of  the 
text  Ecclesiastes:  The  Meaning 
of  Your  Life.  The  meeting  will 
begin  at  1:00  p.m.  Friday, 
September  15  th. 

President,  Pat  Cobb  states, 
“'Pass  It  On'  is  what  we  must 
do  if  United  Methodist  Women 
is  to  be  a  vital  organization  in 
the  next  century.”  During  this 
meeting,  UMW  members 
attending  will  look  at  the  her¬ 
itage  of  the  organization  and 
will  discuss  ways  of  passing  the 
torch. 

Business  to  be  handled  during 
the  meeting  will  include  election 
of  officers  and  honoring  retiring 
officers.  Retiring  officers  are: 
Lottie  Palazzo,  Secretary  of 
Program  Resources;  Kathleen 
Conrad,  Secretary  of  Publicity 
and  Public  Relations;  Helen 


Mary  Lou  Blakeman 

Allemond,  Coordinator  of 
Christian  Personhood;  Almeda 
Ledoux,  Committee  on 
Nominations;  and  Jane  Deville, 
Class  of  ‘95. 

Persons  interested  in  attend¬ 
ing  the  Conference  can  still  reg¬ 
ister  on  site.  The  cost  is  $7.50. 
More  information  about  the  con¬ 
ference  and  conference  arrange¬ 
ments  can  be  obtained  by  calling 
Asbury  UMC  (318)984-4211. 
Child  care  is  available  and  the 
public  is  invited. 


UMCOR  International 
Disaster  Coordinators 
Conference 
to  be  held  at 
Sager-Brown 

Sager-Brown  Center  for  Enabling  Ministries  will  be 
host  to  the  UMCOR  International  Disaster  Coordinators 
Conference  on  October  4th  -  8th.  The  center  is  asking  for 
help  from  the  Louisiana  Conference  to  make  LA 
LAGNIAPPE  BAGS.  These  bags  will  contain  gifts  or 
favor  items  representative  of  all  parts  of  the  state  of 
Louisiana.  Each  of  the  120  participants  will  receive  these 
bags.  If  you  or  your  church  would  like  to  locate,  gather  or 
have  any  items  for  this  bag,  your  help  would  be  appreciat¬ 
ed. 

Plans  for  interested  individuals  to  come  and  meet  con¬ 
ference  participants  are  still  in  the  formative  stages.  Sarah 
Schoeffler  hopes  to  have  a  time  on  Friday,  October  8th  for 
anyone  interested  to  come  to  Sager-Brown  for  a  celebra¬ 
tion. 

MORE  HELP  WANTED 

Construction  help  is  needed  to  convert  Peck  Hall  Dorm 
into  efficiency  apartments  for  long-term  volunteers  who 
will  be  serving  the  UMCOR  Depot  and  also  the  ongoing 
ministries  out  of  Sager-Brown. 

If  you  are  interested  in  helping 
with  either  of  these  projects  call 
Sager-Brown  (318)923-6238  or 
(318)923-4339.  Director  Sarah 
Schoeffler  asks  for  your  prayers. 

She  states,  “We  have  the  beginnings  of 
one  of  our  Church’s  largest  witnesses  for  Christ 
unfolding  here  at  Sager-Brown.  Come  get 

involved!” 
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Don’t  forget! 
Quest  for  Quality 
One,  Sept  25 
Two,  Sept  25  -  27 
To  register,  call  Sandy 
at  (504)346-1646! 


Methodist  Home 
Golf  Classic 
Monday,  September  8 
Eastover  Country  Club 
Entry  Fee  -  $75.00 
Tee  times  8  a.m. 
and  1  p.m. 

Call  Munholland  UMC 
(504)934-9910  or 
John  Healy,  Chair 
(504)468-2793 
for  additional  info. 


Dr.  Will  Andress  conducts  mass  choir  at  First  Baptist  Church, 
Shreveport  on  February  19,  1995.  Three  churches,  First  Baptist, 
Presbyterian  and  United  Methodist,  are  celebrating  their  sesqui- 
centennial  year  with  several  joint  services. 

First  UMC,  Shreveport 
marks  150th  Anniversary 
with  year-long  celebration 


The  members  of  First  UMC, 
Shreveport  would  like  to  invite 
any  former  ministers,  members 
or  friends  of  the  church  to  cele¬ 
brate  their  sesquicentennial  at 
their  "Homecoming  Service”  on 
Sunday,  September  24th.  The 
day  begins  al  10  a.m.  when  a 
historical  marker  in  front  of  the 
church  will  be  dedicated. 
Following  the  dedication  is  a 
reception  to  honor  all  guests. 
The  worship  service  begins  at 
11:00  a.m.  and  a  catered  lunch 


Dr.  William  Jennings  Bryan  III 
as  Captain  Thomas  Webb,  a 
leader  in  Methodism  in  the 
colonies  and  England,  during  a 
production  for  the  church’s  cele¬ 
bration  on  July  30th.  Captain 
Webb  was  a  central  figure  in 
bringing  Methodism  to  the 
colonies. 


will  be  provided  for  the  entire 
congregation. 


The  church  has  been  celebrat¬ 
ing  its  150th  along  with  several 
other  congregations  in  the 
Market  Street  area  —  First 
Presbyterian  and  First  Baptist. 
These  three  congregations  have 
planned  several  combined  cele¬ 
brations.  In  February,  they  held 
a  worship  service  and  on 
Sunday.  October  15th,  all  three 
churches  will  dedicate  a  histori¬ 
cal  marker  on  the  comer  of 
Market  and  Texas  Streets. 
As  a  part  of  the  October  cel¬ 
ebration  the  churches  will 
meet  downtown  for  a  clean¬ 
up  day. 

Additional  events 
include: 

^Wednesday,  October  18 
-  Family  Night  Dinner  -  A 
dinner  and  an  original  drama 
about  humorous  and 
poignant  events  in  the  histo¬ 
ry  of  Methodism  and  the 
local  congregation. 

AS  unday,  November  19  - 
150th  Anniversary  Concert, 
5  p.m.  -  This  performance 
will  be  a  commissioned 
work  by  composer  Daniel 
Gawthrop  featuring  choirs, 
soloists,  orchestra  and 
organ. 


Anyone  interested  in  attend¬ 
ing  any  of  the  events  with  din¬ 
ners  or  obtaining  additional 
information  should  call  the 
church  office  (318)429-6887. 
The  congregation  and  staff  of 
First  cordially  extend  an  invita¬ 
tion  to  all  who  wish  to  attend. 


ASBURY  YOUTH-LAFAYETTE 
REPRESENT  LOUISIANA 


A  UMYF  group  from 
Lafayette,  Asbury  Methodist 
Youth  Society,  represented  the 
Louisiana  Conference  on  their 
trip  to  Lake  Junaluska,  North 
Carolina  for  Youth  Week.  They 
were  not  called  out  at  the  open¬ 
ing  meeting  along  with  the  other 
youth  groups  who  came  from 
the  Southeast  Jurisdictional 
Conference,  so  they  made  their 
presence  known  with  a  banner 
pictured  above  which  says  . 
"DON'T  FORGET  LOUISIANA". 
Louisiana  was  highly  visible, 
truly  recognized,  and  well  repre¬ 
sented  by  Asbury  due  to  the 


banner,  a  2nd  place  finish  in  the 
volleyball  tournament,  many 
youth  helping  in  key  parts  of  the 
week,  and  by  youth  sharing 
some  very  special  testimonies. 
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Focusing  on 
what  really 


Rev.  Jimmie  D.  Pyles 
DS  -  Ruston 


matters 

Recently,  while  attending  the  train¬ 
ing  sessions  for  new  district  superin¬ 
tendents  in  Lake  Junaluska,  North 
Carolina,  I  found  myself  in  a  small 
group  similar  to  the  Wesley  groups  of 
another  day.  Jim  Townsend,  UM 
director  of  chaplains,  was  my  effective 
group  leader.  I  found  the  Methodist 
church  mirrored  in  that  group.  It  was 
reflective  by  race,  gender,  age,  US 

geography  and  diversity  in  education  and  experience.  At  first  some  of 
us  were  not  so  comfortable  because  we  sat  with  people  we  didn’t  know, 
whose  theological  persuasions  were  different  from  ours  and  whose  min¬ 
istry  agenda  seemed  cumbersome  to  some.  But,  Jim  was  able  to  bring 
us  into  focus.  At  the  very  time  we  would  be  discussing  our  differences 
he  walked  in,  the  group  became  quiet,  and  Jim  asked  this  question, 
“How  is  it  with  your  soul  today?” 

He  was  able  to  bring  us  together  at  that  moment  because  he  empha¬ 
sized  how  important  it  was  to  allow  Jesus  to  be  Lord  and  to  communi¬ 
cate  with  each  other  expressing  our  diversity  without  polarity.  It  has 
long  been  established  that  the  things  which  unite  us  are  far  greater  than 
those  which  divide  us  . .  .  it’s  just  unfortunate  that  we  often  address  our 
differences  and  they  consume  our  time  and  energy  that  otherwise  we’d 
be  spending  dialoguing  about  what  it  means  to  all  of  us  as  we  proclaim 
together  that  Jesus  is  Lord. 

We  begin  our  spiritual  journeys  in  a  variety  of  ways.  Together  we 
are  able  to  validate  what  we  as  a  church  claim  to  believe  —  that  is,  we 
are  an  ecumenical  people  striving  together  to  make  a  positive  and  pro¬ 
found  difference  where  we  live,  work  and  worship. 

Leslie  Akin,  director  of  CCOM,  gave  a  devotional  at  a  recent  cabinet 
meeting  and  concluded  it  by  leading  the  entire  cabinet  in  a  little  chorus 
we  learned  as  Bible  school  children  .  .  .  "Come  into  my  heart,  come  into 
my  heart  Lord  Jesus,  come  in  today,  come  in  to  stay,  come  into  my 
heart  Lord  Jesus.” 

Carl  Barth,  a  well  known  theologian  of  another  day.  was  asked  by  a 
theological  student  to  explain  in  a  few  words  what  God  meant  to  him. 
The  aged  theologian  looked  at  the  inquisitive  and  searching  young  man 
and  simply  began  to  sing  “Jesus  loves  me  this  I  know,  for  the  Bible  tells 
me  so.” 

We  live  in  a  day  when  all  that  we  say  and  do  come  into  question. 
Simple  answers  don’t  seem  to  work  anymore.  We  spend  an  inordinate 
amount  of  time  “studying  the  issues,”  careful  to  use  the  right  terminolo¬ 
gy,  hoping  not  to  offend  anyone  and  sometimes  attempting  to  be  every¬ 
thing  to  everybody  which  is  impossible.  The  Bible  declares,  “Jesus  is 
the  same  yesterday,  today  and  forever.”  I  love  the  new  things  which 
equip  us  to  be  better  bearers  of  the  good  news,  but  we  must  never  forget 
Christianity  101  —  ‘To  as  many  as  receive  Him,  to  them  gave  ye  power 
to  become  the  sons  and  daughters  of  God."  May  we  never  forget  we 
shall  always  be  “becomers.” 

My  friend.  Jack  Dew,  says,  "Being  a  Christian  doesn’t  make  me  bet¬ 
ter  than  you,  it  just  makes  me  better  than  I  used  to  be.’* 

Our  programs,  new  agendas,  seminars,  conferences  and  religious  dia¬ 
log,  as  good  as  they  may  be,  can  not  do  for  an  individual  or  a  church  or 
a  conference,  what  a  real  encounter  with  Jesus  Christ  can  do.  Dr.  Ron 
Pryer,  clinical  psychologist  and  fellow  United  Methodist,  has  served  as 
a  counselor  to  a  girls  reform  school.  He  says,  “what  really  changes  the 
behavior  of  these  girls  is  when  they  have  a  change  of  heart  from  the 
Lord.”  We  know  that  as  hearts  are  changed,  minds  are  changed,  agen¬ 
das  are  changed,  lifestyles  are  changed  and  the  church  ceases  to  be  a 
holy  club.  Then  our  people  will  know  we  are  Christians  by  our  love. 

I,  along  with  other  members  of  the  cabinet,  covet  your  prayers  for 
our  own  spiritual  depth  and  motivation.  We  are  reminded  that  we  can¬ 
not  lead  you  as  individuals,  churches,  or  the  conference  where  we  our¬ 
selves  have  not  been.  Join  us  as  we  pray  daily  the  prayer  "help  me  Lord 
today  to  give  as  much  of  myself  as  I  can,  to  as  much  of  You  as  1  under¬ 
stand.”  To  say  these  words  and  to  mean  them,  it  seems,  we  will  be  able 
to  answer  Jim  Townsend’s  and  Wesley’s  challenging  question.  Yes,  it 
is  well  with  my  soul.  I  am  a  becomer,  because  we  continue  to  pray  that 
little  prayer,  “into  my  heart,  into  my  heart,  come  into  my  heart  Lord 
Jesus  ...”  I  believe  this  experience,  though  not  defined  by  all  of  us  just 
alike,  will  be  expressed  in  a  real  and  profound  way.  It  may  seem  simple 
though  it  dares  not  to  be  simplistic.  The  results?  We  become  one  in  the 
Spirit  and  one  in  the  Lord,  walking  together  as  God’s  people  in  a  heal¬ 
ing  and  growing  church  body. 

We  have  a  great  church  and  I  challenge  you  to  answer  again,  “Do 
you  believe  in  Jesus  Christ?  Do  you  believe  the  scriptures  as  contained 
in  the  Old  and  New  Testaments?  Will  you  be  faithful  to  The  United 
Methodist  Church  and  uphold  it  by  your  prayers,  gifts,  service  and 

In  Jesus'  strong  name, 
Jimmie  D.  Pyles 


attendance?” 


Bishop  Oden  has  invited  conference  leaders  to  share 
their  thoughts  with  the  conference  over  the  summer. 
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see  special  page  in  this 
issue  for  more  details 
concerning  the  congre¬ 
gations  flooded  during 
the  May  floods. 
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African  United  Methodists  remind 
us  to  'sign-on'  to  worldwide  faith 


The  question  is  basic,  the 
answer  credible,  but  the  insights 
are  profound. 

The  question,  recently  posed 
by  an  American  to  an  African 
bishop,  is  "What's  the  attraction 
of  The  United  Methodist  Church 
for  African  Christians?” 

Bishop  Jean  Alfred 
Ndoricimpa  of  Burundi 
answered  in  part: 

People  want  to 
belong  to  a  world  com¬ 
munity. 

Our  church's  histori¬ 
cal  statement,  summa¬ 
rized  in  our  collection  of 
laws  and  covenant 
known  as  The  Book  of 
Discipline,  puts  it  thusly: 

Since  its  birth  United 
Methodism  .  .  .  has 
become  increasingly 
aware  of  itself  as  a  world 
church  .  .  .  membership 
in  Africa  and  Asia  has 
grown  significantly. . . . 

With  other  churches 
which  are  also  members 
of  the  Body  of  Christ ... 
it  seeks  further  grace  as 
it  ministers  to  the 
world." 

We  have  even 
expressed  our  self 
understanding  within 
the  second  paragraph  of 
our  church’s  Constitu¬ 
tion,  namely: 

The  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  exists  in  and  for 
the  world. . . ." 

Look  again  at  the 
bishop's  eight-word 
declaration:  People 

want  to  belong  to  a 
world  community.  We 
United  Methodists  are 


exactly  that — not  exclusively,  of 
course,  since  only  the  church  of 
Jesus  Christ  taken  as  a  whole  can 
make  that  claim. 

Be  reminded  of  this  fact  the 
next  time  your  Sunday  school 
class  or  your  congregation  or 
your  United  Methodist  Women 
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or  your  church-sponsored  child 
care  center  faces  a  decision.  Our 
actions  are  not  taken  in  isolation 
but  within  a  world  community 
of  faith,  bonded 
together  in  Christ's 
love. 

In  this  country  it  has 
become  easy  to  the 
point  of  boredom  to 
“sign  on”  to  a  world 
community  via  radio, 
telephone,  television, 
the  Internet  or  long¬ 
distance  fax. 

By  contrast,  to 
many  new  African 
United  Methodists, 
with  access  to  few  of 
the  above,  the  church 
is  the  “sign  on"  to  the 
world. 

Let  us  learn  this 
from  our  African 
brothers  and  sisters: 
New  disciples  of 
Christ  take  their  mem¬ 
bership  vows  proudly 
alongside  ours  be¬ 
cause  they  want  to 
belong  to  a  world 
community — a  com¬ 
munity  of  faith. 

The  next  time  you 
feel  that  you  or  your 
church  don't  make  a 
much  of  a  difference  in 
the  lives  of  people, 
offer  up  a  prayer  of 
thanksgiving  for 
African  United  Meth¬ 
odists  who  remind  us 
otherwise,  who  belong 
with  us  in  a  worldwide 
faith  community  in  the 
name  of  Jesus  Christ. 

In  our  insularity  we 
need  to  “sign  on,”  too. 
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UVIRA,  ZIARE— African  children  play  while 
others  work  on  the  construction  of  Uvira 
United  Methodist  Church.  These  United 
Methodists  take  their  membership  vows  with 
pride— they  are  eager  to  belong  to  the  world¬ 
wide  faith  community.  We  should  be,  too. 


I'm  tired  of  misinformed  critics 


By  JOE  SCAHILL 

As  one  who  reserves  the  right 
to  a  lover’s  quarrel  with  Method¬ 
ism,  I  resent  the  subtle  and  not  so 
subtle  attacks  by  columnists 
recently  on  United  Methodism. 

Cal  Thomas  took  on  the  Rev. 
Phil  Wogaman  last  spring  because 
President  and  Mrs.  Clinton  attend 
Foundry  United  Methodist  in 
Washington  where  Dr.  Wogaman 
is  pastor. 

More  recently  Ernest  W. 
Lefever  (Omaha  World-Herald, 
Aug.  20,  1995)  attacked  Method¬ 
ism  by  slipping  in  the  line,  “In  the 
1950s,  Soviet  apologists  included 
Methodist  Bishop  Bromley 
Oxnam.’’ 


Here  I  Stand 


Mr.  Scahill  is  senior  pastor  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Hastings,  Neb. 


I  doubt  that  Mr.  Lefever  has 
read  Bishop  Oxnam's  July  1953 
testimony  before  the  House  Un- 
American  Activities  Committee. 

In  over  10  hours  of  testimony. 
Bishop  Oxnam  demonstrated  that 
the  scissors-and-paste  file  being 
used  against  him  was  without 
basis. 

Bishop  Oxnam  states  his  mili¬ 
tant  opposition  to  communism 


with  these  words:  “When  I 
declare,  ‘I  believe  in  God,  the 
Father  Almighty,'  I  affirm  the  the- 
istic  faith  and  strike  at  the  funda¬ 
mental  fallacy  of  communism, 
which  is  atheism.” 

The  committee  affirmed  that 
Bishop  Oxnam  had  no  Commu¬ 
nist  memberships  or  affiliations, 
though  it  refused  to  close  the  file. 

This  backhanded  slap  at  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodism  via  one  of  its  best 
and  brightest  spokespersons  from 
over  40  years  ago  is  misinformed 
and  inaccurate. 

In  today's  political  climate,  we 
best  be  aware  of  the  dangers  of  a 
return  to  such  un-American  tac¬ 
tics  from  the  early  1950’s. 


Sayings 

“I’m  the  person  who  has  bro¬ 
ken  into  your  homes.  I've  robbed 
you  of  your  possessions  and  your 
security.  I  can’t  believe  that  some 
of  you  have  promised  to  pray  for 
me  for  a  year.” 

— Oklahoma  prison  inmate 
at  the  conclusion  of  “Kairos,” 
an  intensive  Christian  experi¬ 
ence  designed  for  prisoners. 

* *  *  * 

“It  is  time  for  leaders  to  con¬ 
fess  that  we  have  not  been  diligent 
in  teaching  the  basic  beliefs  of  the 
Christian  faith  in  general  and  of 
our  Wesleyan  heritage  in  particu¬ 
lar. 

“We  have  been  more  attentive 
to  learning  and  sharing  principles 
of  church  growth,  theories  of 
management,  and  corporate  lead¬ 
ership  skills,  than  who  God  is, 
what  God  is  doing  in  Jesus  Christ, 
and  the  meaning  of  discipleship. 

— Bishop  Kenneth  L.  Carder, 
Nashville,  Tenn. 
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Where's  your  impartiality? 


Letters  to  the  Editor 
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United  Methodist  dergywomen  perform  at  their  recent  con¬ 
vocation  (see  related  letters  at  left). 


I  assume  that  your  publication 
believes  itself  to  be  impartial  on 
issues  and  equal  in  your  coverage 
of  newsworthy  events.  Personal¬ 
ly,  I  don’t  believe  that  to  be  true. 

In  your  Aug.  25  issue  you  gave 
almost  an  entire  page  to  the  1995 
international  clergywomen's  con¬ 
sultation  in  Atlanta.  At  that  event 
a  reported  800  were  in  attendahce. 

Why  haven't  we  heard  very 
much  about  the  Good  News  con¬ 
vocation  which  took  place  around 
the  same  time  and  which  had 
around  the  same  number  in  atten¬ 
dance?  Would  you  give  them  a 
full-page  spread? 

Or  how  about  the  Aldersgate 
'95  event  held  in  Orlando,  Fla., 
which  was  sponsored  by  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Renewal  Fellow¬ 
ship?  There  were  over  1,500  peo¬ 
ple  registered  for  that  event  and 
nearly  2,000  in  attendance  for  the 
final  worship  program.  Why  don’t 
we  ever  hear  about  things  like 
that? 

Kent  L.  Svendsen 
Yorkville,  Illinois 

Convocation  brings  hope 

The  United  Methodist  clergy- 
women's  convocation  in  Atlanta 
brings  hope  for  renewal  and  deep¬ 
er  meaning. 

Miriam  Therese  Winter  and 
Marjorie  Suchocki  are  modern- 
day  prophets  reminding  us  that 
the  living  God  is  speaking  to  each 
of  us.  As  we  each  listen  to  God’s 
voice  of  truth  and  love  we  are 
inspired  and  empowered  to 
become  the  People  of  God.  We 
can  prepare  for  and  move  into  the 
future  with  courage  and  faith  that 
God  will  continue  to  lead  us. 

Eleanor  Richards 
Sturgis,  South  Dakota 

She  should  read  Numbers  12 

Maybe  Miriam  [Therese  Win¬ 
ter]  should  read  Numbers  chapter 
12  and  see  what  happened  to  her 
namesake  when  she  thought  she 
was  getting  the  honor  she 
deserved! 

Sue  Davis 
Houston,  Texas 

We  need  to  live  the  faith 

Marjorie  Suchocki  is  reported 
to  have  said,  “In  your  church  his¬ 
tory  ...  the  only  people  you  read 
about  were  the  people  who  radi¬ 
cally  changed  Christianity." 

Does  she  want  a  change  in  the 
content  of  Christian  faith  and 
teaching  or  the  practice  of  Christ¬ 
ian  faith? 

John  Wesley  was  not  an  advo¬ 
cate  of  radical  change  in  Christ¬ 
ian  teaching  but  rather  of  a  seri¬ 
ous  living  out  of  the  faith  in  his 
own  day  and  time.  Martin  Luther 
rediscovered  St.  Paul’s  message 
of  grace  in  a  day  when  the  people 
had  lost  sight  of  God's  grace  and 
Christian  maturity. 

The  Apostles  Creed  and  Nicene 
Creed  were  written  not  for  inno¬ 
vation  but  in  the  face  of  controver¬ 
sy  to  enable  a  faithful  witness  to 
the  historic  Christian  message. 

Instead  of  looking  for  opportu¬ 
nities  to  change  Christianity,  we 
should  "...  continue  in  what  (we) 
have  learned,  knowing  from 
whom  (we)  learned  it  and . . .  have 
been  acquainted  with  the  sacred 
writings  which  are  able  to  instruct 
(us)  for  salvation  through  faith  in 
Christ  Jesus.”  (2  Timothy  3: 14) 
Jim  McConnell 
Dayton,  Texas 

New  movement? 

Maijorie  Suchocki  is  right,  and 
she  has  contemporary  history  to 
affirm  it.  In  the  United  Church  of 
Canada,  the  moderator  of  the 
General  Council  is  a  woman.  The 
council’s  executive  secretary  is  a 
woman,  and  the  editor  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Church  Observer  is  a  woman. 


What  are  the  results?  It  is  cre¬ 
ating  a  movement  in  the  church 
all  right.  The  members  are  mov¬ 
ing  with  their  feet  in  increasing 
numbers  for  the  exit  door. 

Eric  Roy  King 
Roswell,  New  Mexico 

Not  all  of  us  agreed! 

This  letter  is  concerning  the 
article  “Disciplinary  changes 
sought  by  United  Methodist 
youths  (see  UMR,  Aug.  25).” 

As  a  youth  who  attended  this 
conference,  I  was  strongly  against 
this  piece  of  legislation!  1  spoke 
out  firmly  on  this  issue  and  was 
highly  “crucified”  for  standing  up 
for  what  I  believe  is  right. 

As  we  read  in  1  Corinthians 
6:9-11,  homosexuals  will  not 
enter  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  If 
these  persons  will  not  enter  the 
kingdom  of  heaven,  then  should 
they  be  allowed  to  preach  the 
word  of  God?  Not  in  my  opinion 
and  the  biblical  standpoint. 

After  this  piece  of  legislation 
passed  the  United  Methodist 
National  Youth  Ministries  Organi¬ 
zation  by  majority  (not  unanimous) 
vote,  one  whole  conference  walked 
out  extremely  upset  and  disap¬ 
pointed  in  the  youths  of  our  church. 

Yes,  we  do  need  to  face  the 
issue  of  homosexuality,  but  we 
also  need  to  search  the  scriptures 
before  we  make  our  decisions. 
Curtis  Baker 
Greenfield,  Tennessee 

Youths  did  the  right  thing 

I  am  elated,  encouraged  and 
enthusiastic  to  see  that  the  youths 
of  our  denomination  approved 
petitions  to  General  Conference 
asking  for  changes  in  the  Disci¬ 
pline  that  will  eliminate  discrimi¬ 
nation  against  homosexuals  who 
desire  ordination  and  that  will 


make  The  United  Methodist 
Church  “an  advocate  for  equal 
civil  rights  for  all  marginalized 
groups,  including  homosexuals.” 

Considering  that  these  are 
future  leaders  of  our  churches 
across  the  nation  unless  they  are 
driven  from  the  denomination  by 
homophobia  and  heterosexism.  I 
am  hopeful  for  the  future  of  our 
church. 

Florence  Butler 
Malta,  Illinois 

But  it's  on  the  form! 

I  have  followed  the  discussion 
about  the  tax  court  ruling  and  cler¬ 
gy  status  with  the  IRS  with  a  great 
deal  of  interest  (see  UMR.  Aug. 
11).  Can  you  give  some  clarifica¬ 
tion  to  the  following: 

Why,  if  clergy  cannot  file  a 
Schedule  C,  is  there  a  business 
code  on  the  back  of  the  schedule 
that  says  ministry? 

Why  are  clergy  considered 
self-employed  by  the  IRS  when  it 
comes  to  paying  Social  Security? 
Although  many  conferences  take 
the  issue  seriously  and  pay  half 
the  amount  of  Social  Security  to 
clergy,  that  becomes  salary  and  is 
a  taxed  amount.  Is  this  also  chang¬ 
ing?  If  not,  it  seems  unfair,  i  .e.  you 
are  self-employed  on  one  hand 
and  not  on  the  other. 

Your  editorial  noted  some  ben¬ 
efits  as  "disability  insurance,  life 
insurance  and  annual  vacations." 
In  my  conference  we  pay  for 
those:  they  are  not  benefits.  And 
although  some  of  our  health  insur¬ 
ance  is  covered,  not  all  is.  We  pay 
for  that  too! 

Working  for  Christ  through  the 
church  may  not  be  high  in  finan¬ 
cial  rewards,  but  the  retirement 
plan  is  “out  of  this  world!" 

Kathleen  Ralston 
Windsor,  California 


Tell  us  your 
views! 

Address  letters  for 
publication  to  "Letters  to 
the  Editor."  Include  your 
full  name,  address  and 
telephone  number: 


(®By  mail  to 

P.O.  Box  660275, 

Dallas, TX  75266-0275 
■  By  fax  to  214-630-0079 
/  By  E-mail: 

EcuNet:  mailbox  UMR 
CompuServe:  761 1 3,662. 
Internet: 

761 1 3.662@compuserve.com 


"I  am  enclosing  some  pictures  to  ahoio  you  what  United 
Methodist  Development  Fund  is  helping  to  accomplish. 
This  is  going  to  be  a  beautiful  building.  "J.R. 

(Excerpted  from  letter  sent  by  a  church  member  of  Whiting  United  Methodist.) 

first  Mortgage  Money  Available 

The  United  Methodist  Development  Fund 

Providing  first  mortgage  bans  for  United  Methodist  churches, 
districts,  city  societies,  district  unions,  and  conference  church 
extension  societies,-  for  new  construction,  renovations, 
additions,  relocations,  and  parsonages. 

For  information  and/or  a  Loan  Application  call 
1-212-870-3865. 

The  United  Methodist  Development  Fund 
Room  320,  475  Riverside  Drive.  New  York,  NY  10115 
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Faith  Watch 

From  news  and  staff  reports 

\ _ __ _ / 

VOLUNTEERS  DIVERTED: 
United  Methodist  volunteer 
team  No.  14,  which  left  New 
York  Sept.  3  for  work  at  refugee 
camps  in  Zaire,  was  diverted 
from  Goma  to  Bukavu  and 
Uvira  during  the  initial  phase  of 
its  three-week  service.  This  was 
in  response  to  escalating  violence 
following  two  bombing  incidents 
and  growing  tension  over  efforts 
to  repatriate  more  than  one  mil¬ 
lion  Rwandan  refugees. 

TENTS  FOR  AFRICA:  The  first 
tents  of  the  United  Methodist 
African  Children’s  Village  for 
abandoned  and  orphaned  chil¬ 
dren  in  Zaire  were  scheduled  to 
arrive  this  week.  The  shipment 
includes  ten  30-by-20-foot  living 
units  with  built-in  bunk  beds  to 
sleep  10-12  children  and  two 
adults;  an  infirmary  tent;  a  kitchen 
tent;  a  recreation  tent  and  a  supply 
tent.  Each  living  unit  costs  $2,600. 
Donations  to  the  Children's  Vil¬ 
lage  can  be  made  through 
Advance  No.  198000-6. 

MEN'S  MARCH:  The  Rev. 
Gilbert  Haven  Caldwell,  senior 
pastor  of  St.  Mark’s  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Harlem, 
invites  all  men  of  African 
descent  to  march  with  him  and 
other  men  of  St.  Mark’s  church 
in  the  “Million  Man  March”  on 
Oct.  16  in  Washington.  The 
march  will  be  led  by  Minister 
Louis  Farrakhan  and  the  Revs. 
Benjamin  Chavis,  Nathan  Wright. 
Johnny  Youngblood  and  other 
church  and  community  leaders. 

MANTLE  MEMORIAL:  The 
Rev.  Ed  Nelson  officiated  at  a 
recent  memorial  service  for 
Mickey  Mantle  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Greens¬ 
boro,  Ga.  On  hand  were  Gov.  Zell 
Miller,  baseball  great  Hank  Aaron 
and  other  dignitaries  as  well  as 
many  other  friends  Mr.  Mantle 
met  during  the  four  years  he 
owned  a  home  in  Greensboro  and 
regularly  attended  First  Church. 

ERADICATE  POVERTY: 
United  Methodist  Women  rep¬ 
resentatives  of  regional  confer¬ 
ences  in  the  United  States 
recently  met  in  Nashville  to 
search  for  ways  to  eradicate 
poverty  around  the  world.  The 
225  women,  leaders  in  Christian 
social  action  and  justice,  partici¬ 
pated  in  the  Women's  Division 
National  Seminar,  held  once 
every  four  years  to  study  and 
respond  to  urgent  social  concerns. 


Faith  in  the  world 
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Researcher  tells  Methodists  'no  turning  back' 
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ST.  SIMONS  ISLAND.  Ga.— 
United  Methodism  may  be  having 
an  identity  crisis,  according  to 
preliminary  findings  in  an  exten¬ 
sive  study  of  the  denomination 
and  American  culture. 

“One  of  the  most  serious  prob¬ 
lems  for  United  Methodism  is  the 
perception  that  there  are  no  theo¬ 
logical  norms,  no  bounds  beyond 
which  it  is  impossible  to  go  and 
still  be  a  Methodist,"  observed  the 
Rev.  Dennis  M.  Campbell. 

Dr.  Campbell,  a  co-director  of 
the  Study  of  United  Methodism 
and  American  Culture,  reported 


on  preliminary  findings  of  the 
project  at  the  third  Historical  Con¬ 
vocation  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  Aug.  25. 

The  four-year  study  was  fund¬ 
ed  by  the  Lilly  Endowment  and 
directed  by  Duke  University 
Divinity  School,  where  Dr. 
Campbell  is  dean  and  professor  of 
theology. 

He  and  the  Rev.  Russell  E. 
Richey,  co-director  of  the  United 
Methodism  and  American  Culture 
study  and  associate  dean  of  the 
Duke  Divinity  School,  with  some 
of  the  more  than  60  church  lead¬ 
ers  and  scholars  participating,  will 
prepare  findings  from  the  study 
for  publication  in  the  coming  year. 


Attempting  to  turn  back  to  an 
imagined  earlier  time  of  theologi¬ 
cal.  doctrinal  and  communal 
agreement  is  doomed,  Dr.  Camp¬ 
bell  cautioned,  because  research 
for  the  study  shows  that  such  a 
time  never  existed. 

Growth  and  vitality  were  not 
the  result  of  uniform  thinking  and 
practice,  Dr.  Campbell  said. 

Average  United  Methodists 
probably  would  mention  "the  con¬ 
nection"  if  asked  what  binds  mem¬ 
bers  together.  Dr.  Campbell  said. 

But  using  this  term — as  it  often 
is  used — to  describe  a  system  of 
finance,  personnel  and  gover¬ 
nance  is  a  tragedy,  he  said,  adding 
that  such  institutional  expressions 


of  connection  are  in  trouble  or 
under  attack. 

“Connection  is  first  of  all  a  the¬ 
ological  idea,"  Dr.  Campbell  said, 
"What  is  at  stake  is  nothing  less 
than  the  nature  and  purpose  of  the 
church." 

Connection.  Dr.  Campbell 
said,  “allows  us  to  deal  with  the¬ 
ological  differences  and  incorpo¬ 
rate  in  the  body  of  Christ  the  dis¬ 
agreements  that  have  always  been 
part  of  Methodism,  and  indeed  of 
the  whole  Christian  tradition." 

Tensions  between  the  local 
church  and  all  levels  of  the 
denominational  bureaucracy  are 
"a  dead-end  game,"  based  on  mis¬ 
conceived  terms  and  conditions, 


he  said. 

"In  the  case  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church,  it  [connection  [ 
reminds  us  that  we  are  one  part  of 
the  larger  community  of  service 
and  giving  which  is  Christ's  body 
in  the  world."  he  declared  (see  an 
editorial  supportive  of  this  con¬ 
cept  on  Page  2  of  this  issue). 

Preliminary  findings  of  the 
study  identified  four  crucial 
issues:  decentralization,  mone 
leadership  and  theology. 

Theologically.  Methodism  has 
been  characterized  by  diversity. 
Dr.  Campbell  said,  and  "is  much 
more  complex  than  those  in  the 
Confessing  Movement  would 
have  us  believe." 


Russian  United  Methodists  seek 
spiritual  life;  numbers  to  follow 
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MOSCOW— The  Rev.  R.  Bruce  Weaver  holds  a  Partner  Church 
project  contract  bearing  signatures  of  representatives  of 
Custer  Road  United  Methodist  Church  in  Plano,  Texas.  Rep¬ 
resentatives  of  the  city  of  Tver,  Russia,  also  signed  the  docu¬ 
ment,  thereby  receiving  a  United  Methodist  grant  of  $2,500 
to  launch  a  humanitarian  aid  project  in  the  Russian  city. 


By  ROBERT  L.  ROBERTSON 

MOSCOW — Meeting  in  the 
lecture  hall  of  a  hotel  built  for  the 
1980  Moscow  Olympics,  the  Rus¬ 
sia  United  Methodist  Church 
recently  ordained  its  first  class  of 
12  deacons,  welcomed  6  newly 
constituted  churches  and  appoint¬ 
ed  pastors  to  23  congregations 
across  the  11 -time-zone  country. 

Pastoral  appointments  to  the  23 
congregations  include  6  evange¬ 
lists  yet  to  be  ordained  along  with 
the  12  newly  ordained  deacons,  4 
missionaries  from  the  United 
States  and  one  ordained  member 
of  the  neighboring  Estonia  Annu¬ 
al  Conference.  Another  39  devel¬ 
oping  churches  across  the  region 
are  led  by  laity. 

This  was  the  Russian  United 
Methodists' fourth  annual  meet¬ 
ing  and  the  first  since  the  govern¬ 
ment  officially  registered  the 
church  last  spring. 


Growth  in  size  is  important  but 
not  the  most  important  focus  of 
the  Russia  United  Methodist 
Church,  according  to  Bishop 
Ruediger  R.  Minor,  resident  bish¬ 
op  of  the  Eurasia  Area  with 
offices  in  Moscow. 

"We  reported  more  churches 
than  a  year  ago."  he  said.  "We  are 
not  hunting  for  big  numbers. 
What  we  are  looking  for  is  a  qual¬ 
ity  of  spiritual  life  which  we  can 
establish  in  this  country. 

“We  are  here  to  proclaim  the 
Good  News  of  salvation  in  Jesus 
Christ.  All  our  work  should  be 
designed  to  reach  people  with  this 
Good  News. 

“People  will  find  help,  not  only 
in  our  words  or  heart-warming 
experiences  but  help  to  find  them¬ 
selves  as  whole  persons." 

Five  of  United  Methodism's  13 
seminaries  in  the  United  States  had 
been  invited  to  advise  the  Russian 
church  in  developing  the  Moscow 


United  Methodist  churches  in  Russia  and  the  Ukraine 


The  Russia  United 
Methodist  Church 
continues  to  grow  with 
help  from  United 
Methodists  in  the  U.S. 

The  map  at  left  shows 
the  five  regions  of  the 
church  and  the  number 
of  churches  in  each 
region  as  of  August. 

Contributions  to  the 
Russia  United  Methodist 
Church  may  be  given 
through  Advance 
#011510-1RA, 

“Russia  Initiative." 

UMR  ILLUSTRATION 

BY  DEBRA  MCKNIGHT 


United  Methodist  Seminary. 

Representing  those  schools  at 
the  recent  meeting  were  the  Res. 
Robin  Lovin.  dean  of  Perkins 
School  of  Theology  at  Southern 
Methodist  University,  and  the  Rev 
Donald  E.  Messer,  Iliff  School  of 
Theology  president. 

Dean  Lovin  said,  "The  princi¬ 
pal  task  we  have  is  providing 
advice  on  development  of  an  aca¬ 
demic  program  for  the  seminary 
and  securing  faculty." 

The  Rev.  Tobias  Deitza.  the 
Moscoe  seminary's  new  academ¬ 
ic  director,  reported  that  the 
spring  session  enrolled  24  stu¬ 
dents  with  the  Rev.  Clarence 
Snelling.  professor  emeritus  of 
practical  theology  at  Iliff  in  Den¬ 
ver,  as  instructor. 

A  fall  session  is  scheduled. 

This  fourth  annual  meeting  of 
Russian  United  Methodists  illus¬ 
trates  significant  development  in 
several  ways,  according  to  the 
Rev.  R.  Bruce  Weaver.  He  coor¬ 
dinates  the  Russia  Initiative  for 
the  church's  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

He  told  the  Moscow  meeting 
that  on-site  American  support 
through  the  Partner  Church  pro¬ 
gram  comes  from  33  congrega¬ 
tions  in  3  regional  conferences. 

Another  13  congregations,  one 
district  and  a  mission  society  pro¬ 
vide  salary  support  to  20  Russian 
United  Methodist  churches,  he 
said.  There  are  also  26  volunteers- 
in-mission  work  project  teams 
related  assisting  the  church  in 
Russia. 

Mr.  Robertson  is  communica¬ 
tions  director  for  the  church's 
North  Texas  regional  annual  con¬ 
ference. 


Ambassador/clergyman  cites  close  call 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

SEOUL,  South  Korea — Ten¬ 
sion  was  so  great  between  North 
and  South  Korea  in  1 994  that  con¬ 
sideration  was  given  to  evacuat¬ 
ing  all  U.S.  citizens,  U.S.  Ambas¬ 
sador  James  T.  Laney  told  a  group 
of  Methodists  visiting  the  South 
Korean  capital  Aug.  24. 

The  group  included  32  United 
Methodist  bishops. 

Dr.  Laney.  a  United  Methodist 
clergyman,  said  the  impasse  was 
broken  when  negotiators,  includ¬ 
ing  former  President  Jimmy 
Carter,  worked  out  an  agreement 
to  freeze  North  Korea's  nuclear 
program. 

Two  recent  actions  also  were 
cause  for  optimism,  according  to 
the  ambassador:  150,000  metric 
tons  of  rice  were  provided  to  the 
needy  North  by  the  South  “out  of 
a  sense  of  resource,  strength  and 
generosity;”  and  a  warm  recep¬ 
tion  was  given  a  few  days  earlier 
when  a  team  of  officials  from 
South  Korea  visited  the  North. 

Dr.  Laney  showed  obvious 
relief  as  he  exclaimed  that  the 
South  Koreans  were  greeted 
warmly  and  courteously. 

“There  was  no  enmity  between 
North  and  South  last  week,"  he 
declared. 

The  nuclear  agreement  “has 
persisted  until  this  day  with  com¬ 
plete  verification,"  he  said. 

Twenty  million  people  in 
Seoul — half  the  nation's  popula¬ 
tion — reside  within  gunshot  of 
North  Korean  artillery.  Dr.  Laney 
explained. 

“Any  kind  of  war  would  have 
been  catastrophic  beyond  belief." 

The  frontier  between  North 
and  South  is  the  world's  most 
heavily  armed,  with  thousands  of 
troops  deployed  on  both  sides — 
including  37.000  Americans  sta¬ 
tioned  in  the  South. 


The  divided  Korean  peninsula 
is  technically  still  at  war  because 
no  peace  treaty  was  ever  signed. 
The  Communist  North  has 
demanded  direct  peace  negotia¬ 
tions  with  the  United  States; 
Washington  says  it  should  talk  to 
South  Korea. 

In  1954  a  truce  ending  the 
Korean  conflict  was  signed.  North 
Korea  has  half  the  population  of 
South  Korea  and  one-sixteenth  of 
its  economy.  Dr.  Laney  reported. 

Dr.  Laney.  67,  came  to  Korea 
the  first  time  at  age  19  and  served 
a  year  and  a  half  in  counter-intel¬ 
ligence  work  for  the  military. 

Korean  unity 
draws  support 
of  Methodists 

SEOUL,  South  Korea — Dur¬ 
ing  an  historic  meeting  Aug.  22- 
27,  bishops  and  presidents  of 
autonomous  Methodist  churches 
from  34  countries,  including  32 
United  Methodists,  called  for  uni¬ 
fication  of  North  and  South 
Korea. 

Bishop  J.  Woodrow  Hearn  of 
Houston,  chairman  of  the  plan¬ 
ning  committee  for  the  confer¬ 
ence,  said  it  was  the  first  time  that 
a  world  meeting  had  been  held 
specifically  for  Methodist  bishops 
and  presidents.  The  meeting  was 
proposed  during  a  meeting  of 
some  bishops  and  presidents 
attending  a  1991  World  Methodist 
Conference  in  Singapore. 

Hosting  the  event  was  the 
Korean  Methodist  Church,  the 
second  largest  autonomous 
Methodist  church  in  the  world 
with  1.3  million  members  and 
4,300  congregations. 

—United  Methodist  News  Service 


SEOUL— Bishop  Roy  I.  Sano 
(left)  of  the  Los  Angeles 
Area,  president  of  the 
United  Methodist  Council  of 
Bishops,  expresses 
appreciation  for  the  service 
of  U.S.  Ambassador  to  Korea 
James  T.  Laney 
(background),  a  United 
Methodist  clergyman. 


In  1959  he  returned  with  his 
family  and  worked  five  years  at 
Methodist-related  Yonsei  Univer¬ 
sity  and  for  the  Student  Christian 
Movement. 

Dr.  Laney  told  the  bishops  that 
he  and  his  wife  often  ask  "Why 
are  we  here?  We're  here  because 
God  has  put  us  here  as  peacemak¬ 


ers  not  only  as  representatives  of 
the  United  Slates  but  also  repre¬ 
senting  the  highest  ideals  of 
Christianity. 

“it  is  a  joy  to  represent  not  only 
the  U.S.  Government  but  the 
Christian  community  and  the 
Methodist  Christian  Communi¬ 
ty."  he  said. 
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KOREAN  DMZ  —  Methodist  visitors  to  the  demilitarized 
zone  between  South  Korea  and  North  Korea  pause  atop  a 
viewing  tower  in  South  Korea  to  pray  for  reunification  of  the 
peninsula.  The  building  in  the  background  is  in  North  Korea. 
Bishops  and  presidents  from  more  than  20  autonomous  Wes¬ 
leyan  denominations  in  34  countries  visited  the  border  dur¬ 
ing  a  conference  held  outside  Seoul  Aug.  22-27. 


Schermer’s  Specialty 

Pecans 


What  a  great  way  to  raise  $450  to 
$5,000  ...  all  the  money  you  need! 


Get  ready  for  your  greatest  fund  raising  drive  ever  with  delicious 
Schermers  Specialty  Pecans!  Used  by  millions  for  cooking 
Thanksgiving  and  Christmas  Holiday  dishes  and  desserts  or  just  plain 
nutritious  snacking-PECANS  go  fast.  They  are  a  natural  food  snack 
almost  everyone  likes  so  they  practically  sell  themselves.  You  are 
guaranteed  that  only 

the  very  best  of  our  r _ _ _ 

ripened- toper  fee  non. 
pecans  harvested  in 
October  make  the 
grade  to  become 
SCHERMER  S  PECAN 
FUND  RAISERS. 


Free  Information  -  Schenner’s  Specialty  Pecans 

□  YES!  Our  group  is  interested  In  raising  money  selling 
Pecans  Please  rush  Free  information  on  how  to  sell  Pecans  for 
fund  raising 


Group  s  Name 


Your  Telephone  ( 
Date  of  Sale  _ 


.  No  Members  Selling  _ 


Return  to:  Schemer's  Specialty  Pecans 
P.O.  Box  36 SO,  Albany,  OA  31706-3630 


use  order  form  or  call 
1-800-841-3403 

(GA  residents  call  collect  0-912-888-1  M3) 

Schermer’s  Specialty  Pecans 

P.O.  Box  3650,  Albany.  GA  31706-3650 
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Connections 

s From  news  and  staff  reports ^ 

WORKERS  WITH  YOUTH: 
“Forum  -96,"  a  national  gath¬ 
ering  for  adults  involved  in 
youth  ministry  sponsored  by 
the  General  Board  of  Disciple- 
ship,  is  scheduled  for  Jan.  8-13 
in  Mesa,  Ariz.  "Called  by 
Christ  for  Such  a  Time  as 
This”  is  the  theme  of  the  week- 
long  event.  Daily  worship  ser¬ 
vice  leaders  will  include  Retired 
Bishop  Leontine  T.  C.  Kelley, 
the  first  African-American 
woman  elected  bishop  in  The 
United  Methodist  Church;  the 
Rev.  James  R.  King,  pastor  of 
Clark  Memorial  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Nashville; 
and  the  Rev.  Yolanda  Pupo- 
Ortiz,  associate  general  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  General  Commission 
of  Religion  and  Race.  For  more 
information  call  (615)  340-7169. 

DOWNSIZING  ARCHIVES: 
A  proposal  to  downsize  the 
United  Methodist  General 
Commission  on  Archives  and 
History  from  30  to  24  members 
was  approved  unanimously  dur¬ 
ing  the  commission’s  recent 
annual  meeting.  The  plan  needs 
approval  of  General  Conference, 
the  church's  top  legislative  body, 
which  will  meet  in  Denver  April 
16-26. 


AFRICA  UNIVERSITY:  Pro¬ 
fessor  Olukunle  Iyanda  of 
Nigeria  is  the  new  dean  of  the 
Faculty  of  Management  and 
Administration  at  Africa  Uni¬ 
versity  in  Mutare,  Zimbabwe. 
Mr.  Iyanda  was  director  general 
of  the  Nigerian  Institute  of  Man¬ 
agement.  The  School  of  Manage¬ 
ment  and  Administration  will 
begin  with  a  master's  degree  in 
business  administration  (MBA) 
as  its  foundation  program  in  Jan¬ 
uary  1996  with  20  students. 

SUBSTANCE  ABUSE:  A  sec¬ 
ond  national  training  seminar 
on  Substance  Abuse  Ministries 
will  be  held  at  United 
Methodist  Gulfside  Assembly 
in  Waveland,  Miss.,  Sept.  21- 
23.  Teams  of  United  Methodists 
from  throughout  the  church  will 
develop  strategies  for  combating 
substance  abuse  and  violence  in 
their  communities.  At  least  30 
persons  who  were  trained  during 
the  first  session  in  January  are 
implementing  new  programs  in 
seven  states. 


African  bishop:  'Look  at  us  today!' 


United  Methodist 
Church  will  reach 
all  of  Central  Africa , 
says  exiled  leader 

By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

NAIROBI.  Kenya — The  epis¬ 
copal  leader  of  United  Methodists 
in  Burundi  says  his  vision  is  to  see 
the  church  grow — not  just  in 
Burundi  but  throughout  Cen¬ 
tral/East  Africa. 

Bishop  Jean  Alfred  Ndoricim- 
pa  predicts  that  between  now  and 
the  year  2000.  The  United 
Methodist  Church  can  expect 
growth  in  specific  areas  such  as 
the  suburbs  of  Bujumbura,  Burun¬ 
di's  capital;  Uganda,  Rwanda, 
Tanzania  and  the  new  United 
Methodist  district  in  Kenya. 

Death  threats 

The  bishop,  his  wife  and  their 
two  children  fled  their  homeland 
of  Burundi  in  April  1994  when  the 
deaths  of  Burundi  and  Rwanda 
presidents  under  suspicious  cir¬ 
cumstances  caused  an  outbreak  of 
fighting  in  both  countries. 

The  Ndoricimpa  family  tried  to 
go  back  home  in  August  1994  but 
they  were  forced  to  leave  again. 
The  bishop  even  attempted  to 
return  last  fall  during  a  mission 
visit  by  the  Rev.  Randolph 
Nugent,  the  church's  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  gen¬ 
eral  secretary,  but  again  his  life 
was  threatened. 

“It  was  even  worse  then, 
because  some  men  came  to  the 
hotel  where  we  were  staying  to 
look  for  me,”  said  the  African 
bishop.  “They  thought  they  were 
going  to  my  room,  but  they  went 


to  the  room  of  [Zaire]  Bishop 
Onema  Fama. 

“They  went  knocking  on  his 
door  at  1  a.m.,  and  he  told  them 
he  was  going  to  call  security,  so 
they  left.” 

Since  that  time.  Bishop 
Ndoricimpa  and  his  family  have 
become  residents  of  Kenya.  He 
said  Kenyans  have  accepted  him 
as  well  as  other  Burundi  refugees. 

But  despite  being  in  exile  hun¬ 
dreds  of  miles  from  his  flock,  the 
episcopal  shepherd  says  he  stays 
abreast  of  the  work  of  the  Burun¬ 
di  United  Methodist  Church. 
Through  his  five  district  superin¬ 
tendents,  the  bishop  communi¬ 
cates  to  pastors  by  telephone  and 
by  fax. 

100  churches  established 

The  Burundi  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  has  95  ordained  pastors  and 
100  established  churches  with  an 
estimated  55,000  members. 

Five  pastors  were  killed  during 
the  violence  between  ethnic 
groups  last  year. 

Bishop  Ndoricimpa  said  his 
new  evangelism  focus  has  been  in 
two  regions: 

■  Kenya — The  initiative  for  a 
United  Methodist  presence  in 
Kenya  has  come  from  Kenyans. 
The  first  congregation  was  start¬ 
ed  in  1993. 

Bishop  Ndoricimpa  said  there 
have  been  no  problems  with  the 
autonomous  Methodist  Church  of 
Kenya,  related  historically  to  the 
British  Methodist  Conference.  He 
said  both  Kenyan  church  groups 
work  together  in  mission  programs. 

There  are  nine  United 
Methodist  congregations  in 
Kenya  with  2,000  members. 

■  Uganda — It’s  been  nearly 
four  years  since  the  church's 
Africa  Central  Conference — 


much  like  its  five  geographical 
jurisdictions  in  the  U.S. — asked 
the  Burundi  episcopal  area  to 
supervise  a  district  in  Uganda. 

Under  the  leadership  of  Uganda 
native  the  Rev.  Solomon  Muwan- 
ga,  the  district  has  grown  to  12,000 
members,  said  the  bishop. 

"But  Uganda  still  needs  much 
organization,"  said  the  bishop. 
Bishop  Ndoricimpa  is  seeking  a 
missionary  for  the  Uganda  district 
to  assist  with  administrative  duties. 

Because  the  Ugandan  church 
has  had  such  rapid  growth,  the 
bishop  said  he  has  had  problems 
in  administering  the  district. 

The  bishop  has  good  reason  for 
his  prediction  of  a  membership 
surge  from  United  Methodists  in 
East  and  Central  Africa. 

"When  I  asked  the  General 
Conference  some  years  ago  if  my 
church  could  be  part  of  The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  very  few 
people  knew  me  and  saw  my 
visions  for  the  church  in  Africa,” 
he  said.  "And  look  at  us  today." 


PHOTO  BY  L.  CHARLES  STOVALL 

NAIROBI ,  Kenya— Bishop  Jean  Alfred  Ndoricimpa  predicts 
that  between  now  and  the  year  2000,  The  United  Methodist 
Church  can  expect  growth  in  specific  areas  such  as  the  sub¬ 
urbs  of  Bujumbura,  Burundi's  capital;  Uganda,  Rwanda,  Tan¬ 
zania  and  the  new  United  Methodist  district  in  Kenya. 


Why  do  they  want  to  be  United  Methodist ? 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

NAIROBI,  Kenya — “What  is  the  attraction  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church  for  African  Chris¬ 
tians?” 

United  Methodist  Bishop  Jean  Alfred  Ndoricim¬ 
pa  episcopal  leader  of  the  Burundi  Area  says  he 
knows  the  answer. 

He  gives  it  in  four  parts: 

1.  People  want  to  belong  to  a  world  community. 

“Once  a  person  is  received  into  church  member¬ 
ship — in  Kenya,  Uganda,  Burundi,  Zaire  or  Angola, 
for  instance — the  person  is  no  longer  a  person 
belonging  solely  to  that  parish;  he  is  a  member  of  a 
worldwide  church. 

“For  example,  if  a  missionary  for  The  United 
Methodist  church  comes  to  Africa  but  she’s  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  a  United  Methodist  church  in  America,  she  is 


not  a  foreigner.  She  walks  as  a  member  of  the  family. 
And  if  a  United  Methodist  from  Uganda  goes  to  Amer¬ 
ica,  they  belong  to  United  Methodists  in  America." 

2.  United  Methodism  is  a  democratic  church. 
"We  tell  the  people  that  leaders  are  elected  by  their 

own  people.  In  some  churches,  leaders  are  appoint¬ 
ed.  But  United  Methodists  choose  their  own  leaders.” 

3.  Women  have  a  voice  in  The  United 
Methodist  Church.  “Women  want  to  have  freedom. 
In  many  African  traditions,  women  do  not  have  a 
voice  or  are  not  encouraged  to  have  leadership 
roles.” 

4.  “We  encourage  the  worship  to  he  in  African 
style,  not  in  Western  style.” 

-DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
(See  related  editorial  on  Page  2  of  the  issue.) 


Majority  of  us  are  'Golden  Rule' 


Religion  News  Service 

Mainstream  Christians  have 
shed  the  sectarianism  of  their 
forebears  to  become  what  sociol¬ 
ogist  Nancy  Ammerman  calls 
“golden  rule  Christians.” 

Across  the  denominational 
spectrum,  people  say  that  “what 
Christianity  was  supposed  to  be 
was  that  people  should  be  good  to 
one  another,”  said  Dr.  Ammer¬ 
man,  president-elect  of  the  Asso¬ 
ciation  for  the  Sociology  of  Reli¬ 
gion. 

Doctrine  means  less  to  them 
than  being  good  to  their  families 


and  “doing  good  deeds  to  provide 
care  and  comfort  to  people  in 
need,"  she  said. 

“Golden  rule  Christians"  have 
a  level  of  tolerance  that  accounts 
for  the  ease  with  which  they  move 
from  one  church  to  another  with¬ 
out  regard  for  denominational 
loyalty.  Dr.  Ammerman  said. 

Her  newest  research  is  the  sub- 
jectofaforthcomingbook,  “Con¬ 
gregations  and  Community." 

She  outlined  some  of  her  find¬ 
ings  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
association  in  Washington  Aug. 
16-20. 


A  sociologist  at  United 
Methodist-related  Emory  Uni¬ 
versity  in  Atlanta  since  1984.  Dr. 
Ammerman  moved  this  summer 
to  the  Center  for  Social  and  Reli¬ 
gious  Research  at  the  Hartford 
Seminary  in  Hartford,  Conn. 

She  bases  her  conclusions  on 
the  pervasiveness  of  “golden  rule 
Christians”  on  a  survey  she  made 
of  1,995  people  in  23  congrega¬ 
tions,  including  in-depth  inter¬ 
views  with  300  individuals. 

She  studied  Roman  Catholics 
and  Protestants,  including  con¬ 
servative  evangelicals,  liberals 


Christian 

and  African-Americans. 

Dr.  Ammerman  said  about  29 
percent  of  those  she  interviewed 
were  evangelicals  who  said  pray¬ 
ing,  witnessing  and  studying. the. 
Bible  were  most  important  things 
for  a  Christian. 

Another  20  percent  were 
activists  who  said  striving  for 
social  justice  had  priority. 

“But  the  big  middle — 51  per¬ 
cent — are  these  ‘golden  rule 
Christians’”  who  “do  not  think  it 
essential  to  define  oneself  in 
terms  of  strict  religiosity,"  Dr. 
Ammerman  said. 


Nancy  Ammerman 
.  .doing  good  means  more 
to  us  than  doctrine ” 


Pastor  sees  plane 


By  ALICE  M.  SMITH 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

The  pilot  and  several  of  the  res¬ 
cuers  involved  with  a  plane  crash 
Aug.  21  southwest  of  Carrollton, 
Ga..  are  bound  together  not  only 
by  the  tragic  circumstances  but 
their  connection  with  the  United 
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CCOM  PROGRAM  DIRECTOR.  The  Florida 

Annual  Conference  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  seeks  highly-motivated,  focused  individ¬ 
ual  to  fill  a  new  position  in  developing  effective 
learning  leaders  in  local  churches  of  the  confer¬ 
ence.  Pioneer-spirit,  with  ability  to  motivate  seif 
and  others,  as  well  as  an  energetic,  team  spint  es¬ 
sential  An  opportunity  for  creative  and  innova¬ 
tive  application  of  your  skills  and  experience. 
Salary,  benefits  negotiable.  Send  resume  to:  Rev. 
Duncan  Gray,  P.O.  Box  1809,  Plant  City.  FL 
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Melhodist  Church. 

The  Rev.  Gus  Koch,  paslor  of 
Shiloh  United  Methodist  Church 
in  the  tiny  community  of  Burwell, 
and  Dennis  Crews,  a  Shiloh  mem¬ 
ber,  were  chatting  in  the  church's 
parking  lot  when  Atlantic  South¬ 
east  Airlines  flight  529  went  down 
about  15  minutes  after  takeoff 
from  Hartsfield  International  Air¬ 
port  in  Atlanta. 

Mr.  Koch,  who  served  as  a 
medic  in  both  Vietnam  and  Los 
Angeles,  rushed  to  the  crash  site 
in  his  pick-up  while  Mr.  Crews,  a 
paraplegic,  drove  his  six-wheel 
vehicle  to  roust  nearby  church 
members  and  neighbors. 

The  pilot,  Ed  Gannaway,  45, 
perished  in  the  crash,  but  is  being 
praised  for  skillfully  landing  the 
plane,  saving  many  of  the  people 
on  board. 

Twenty-four  people  survived 
the  crash,  while  five  perished.  The 
director  of  the  Georgia  Emer¬ 
gency  Management  Agency 
termed  it  a  “miracle.. .anybody  got 
out  alive.” 

Church  couldn't  hold  them 

An  estimated  1,100  people 
attended  Mr.  Gannaway’s  funeral 
at  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Dublin,  Ga.,  according  to  the  Rev. 
Larry  Roberts,  senior  pastor.  Also 
taking  part  in  the  service  were  the 
Rev.  James  Cowart,  associate  pas¬ 
tor,  and  the  Rev.  Jack  Key.  a 
retired  pastor  who  also  serves  on 
the  staff. 

About  500  people  were 
jammed  into  the  sanctuary  that 
normally  seats  400.  The  rest 
viewed  the  service  over  closed 
circuit  television  in  the  fellowship 
hall  and  chapel. 

Gil  Gillis,  a  church  member  and 
owner  of  the  local  cable  company, 
arranged  for  the  closed-circuit  TV 
and  edited  a  three-minute  version 
of  the  service  for  broadcast  televi¬ 
sion  crews  who  were  not  allowed 


go  down,  aids  in  rescues 


in  the  sanctuary  but  set  up  across 
the  street  from  the  church. 

The  Gannaway  family — 
including  Jackie  Gannaway  and 
sons,  Craig.  16.  Russ,  14,  and 
Rob.  9  —  is  well  known  in  Dublin 
and  "very  active"  in  First  Church, 
Mr.  Roberts  said. 

Mrs.  Gannaway  is  chair  of  the 
church's  committee  on  Christian 
unity  and  interreligious  concerns. 
Ed  Gannaway  was  a  central  fig¬ 
ure  in  a  Habitat  for  Humanity  pro¬ 
ject  to  build  a  house  for  a  rural 
couple  after  theirs  was  destroyed 
by  a  fallen  tree. 

Mr.  Gannaway  also  was  active 
in  the  Boy  Scouts,  serving  on  the 
Central  Georgia  Council  of  the 
Boy  Scouts  of  America.  Son. 
Craig  Gannaway,  is  scheduled  to 
receive  the  Eagle  award  in  a  few 
weeks. 

Both  the  963-member  Dublin 
church  and  the  270-member 
Shiloh  church  will  be  bound 
together  forever  by  the  crash  that 
happened  almost  in  Shiloh’s  yard. 

Smothering  flames 

Mr.  Crews  was  first  to  spot  the 
plane  going  down  as  he  glimpsed 
it  through  the  trees.  "He  said,  ‘I 
think  that  plane’s  going  to  crash.'" 
Koch  related,  “and  just  then  the 
pilot  cut  the  motor,  and  we  heard 
a  glide  and  then  a  crash.  I  don't 
think  it  was  more  than  an  eighth 
of  a  mile  away." 

“There  was  smoke  coming  out 
of  the  field,"  Mr.  Koch  said.  "I 
drove  through  these  people's  yard 
and  pulled  up  fairly  close  to  the 
plane,  and  by  that  time  people 
were  starting  to  come  out." 

The  first  two  people  he  saw 
walking  toward  him  seemed  O.K.. 
so  he  yelled  at  them  to  get  as  far 
away  as  possible.  Then,  he  saw  a 
man  on  fire  and  ran  to  smother  the 
flames  using  his  own  shirt.  Just  as 
he  put  them  out,  he  saw  "flames 
from  the  plane  coming  toward  a 


woman  lying  on  the  ground.  I  ran 
over  and  started  stomping  out  the 
fire  to  keep  it  away  from  her...  I 
wound  up  staying  with  her,  and  by 
that  time  other  church  people  and 
neighbors  had  come  over.” 

Arriving  on  the  scene,  Mr. 
Crews  went  to  the  aid  of  a  woman 
and  took  her  to  sit  in  Mr.  Koch’s 
truck.  Other  church  members  who 
helped  in  rescue  efforts  were  Julia 
and  Elbert  Eason,  their  son  Scott, 
and  John  Wright.  Tommy  Jackson, 
a  church  member  and  fire  fighter, 
arrived  a  little  later  on  one  of  the 
first  fire  engines  to  the  scene. 

Church  will  help  them  heal 

Although  Mr.  Koch  has  a  back¬ 
ground  in  rescue  work  and  the 
Burwell  farm  community  is  one 
where  "generations  of  people 
have  handled  emergencies  with¬ 
out  panic,"  the  pastor  and  the 
community  residents  will  have 
emotional  wounds  to  deal  with  for 
a  long  time. 

”1  hope  I  can  be  the  pastor  these 
people  need  in  the  weeks  and 
months  ahead,"  he  said.  “We  will 
worship  God  and  try  to  find  ways 
of  reaching  out  to  families  of  the 
dead  and  the  passengers  who  sur¬ 
vived.  without  being  intrusive, 
and  with  genuine  concern  for  their 
well-being." 

He  is  planning  to  write  a  letter, 
signed  by  members  of  the  congre¬ 
gation.  to  the  Gannaway  family 
telling  them  "what  kind  of  com¬ 
munity  her  husband  died  in  and 
how  badly  we  all  feel.” 

Mr.  Koch  said  he  would  also 
like  “to  do  some  kind  of  memori¬ 
al  for  those  who  died."  It  might  be 
as  simple  as  lighting  a  candle  for 
each  passenger  or  reading  their 
names  aloud  and  having  a  prayer, 
he  said.  “The  monument.  I’m  not 
sure.  We  have  this  walking  trail, 
and  we  plant  trees  in  memory  of 
folks. 

“We  might  just  go  out  and  plant 


a  tree." 

He  doesn’t  want  to  make  a 
spectacle,  but  “there  needs  to  be 
some  kind  of  connection  with  our 
faith  and  our  church.  It  has  to  be 
said  that  God  is  involved  in  all  of 
the  process." 
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The  People  In 
The  Pews  Are 
Our  Passion. 

Maxie  Dunnam  never 
wanted  to  be  a  sem¬ 
inary  president  The 
people  in  the  pews  are  his  pas¬ 
sion.  He  holds  the  hand  of  a 
grieving  widow  and  the  gaze 
of  an  eager  congregation  with 
equal  grace.  The  thought  of 
leaving  one  of  Methodism's 
flagship  churches  seemed 
unthinkable. 

Then  it  became  clear. 
Assuming  the  Asbury  Seminary 
presidency  didn't  mean  leaving 
pastoral  ministry.  It  meant 
expanding  it  Maxie  would  lead 
the  laity  by  leading  the  a  cade 
my.  The  future  of  the  church 
would  be  decided  in  the  class¬ 
room,  where  tomorrow's  minis¬ 
ters  are  in  the  making. 

Making  ministers.  That's 
our  specialty.  No  one  graduates 
more  United  Methodist  pastors 
year  in  and  year  out  than 
Asbury  Seminary.  Churches 
want  Asbury  pastors  because 
they  care.  But  Asbury  pastors 
not  only  care,  they  care  about 
the  right  things.  Scripture. 

Prayer.  Evangelism.  People. 

So  if  you're  called  to  pas¬ 
tor,  the  next  call  is  yours: 
1-800-2-ASBURY.  At  Asbury  j 
Seminary,  the  people  in  the 
pews  are  our  passion. 

A  Asbury 
Theological 
f>  Seminary 

204  N  Lexington  Ayttuk  •  Wllmore,  KY  40N0-1 194 
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Loving  a  river  is  a 
difficult  task  to  do 


Americans  have  block  about 


giving  to  Bosnian  relief  efforts 


By  CONSTANCE  CASEY 

Religion  News  Service 

Some  crises  inspire  generosi¬ 
ty — the  1994  massacres  in  Rwan¬ 
da  and  the  famine  in  Ethiopia  a 
decade  ago.  But  in  the  case  of  the 
war  in  Bosnia,  Americans  have  a 
block  about  giving. 

“It  has  gone  on  and  on  and  on," 
said  Jack  Bode,  vice  president  of 
the  International  Rescue  Commit¬ 
tee,  which  runs  projects  like 
rebuilding  Sarajevo's  water  sys¬ 
tem.  “Donors  are  beginning  to 
say,  ‘There  are  no  solutions  to 
this.’” 

Donors  are  frustrated 

The  International  Rescue 
Committee,  the  Red  Cross  and 
other  agencies  that  provide  food, 
shelter  and  medical  care  to  war 
victims  in  the  former  Yugoslavia 
report  that  many  potential  donors 
are  frustrated  over  ceasefires  that 
don’t  last,  safe  havens  that  don’t 
stay  safe  and  complicated  twists 
in  which  the  groups  they  thought 
were  aggressors  turn  into  victims. 

After  making  donations  when 
the  war  began  nearly  four  years 
ago  and  responding  again  during 
the  summer  of  1992  to  widely 
published  pictures  of  concentra¬ 
tion  camps,  many  Americans  are 
suffering  from  what  professional 
fund-raisers  call  “donor  fatigue.” 

“The  American  public  re¬ 
sponds  most  strongly  when  they 
see  children  in  trouble  and  they 
think  their  money  can  make  a  dif¬ 
ference,"  says  Mike  Kiernan, 
spokesman  for  Interaction,  a 
coalition  of  150  relief  agencies. 

In  one  eight-week  period  last 
summer,  for  example,  Interac¬ 
tion’s  member  organizations 
raised  $100  million  from  Ameri¬ 
can  donors  (half  in  gifts-in-kind, 
such  as  medicine)  to  aid  Rwan¬ 
dans  who  fled  to  Zaire. 

“There."  he  says,  “you  had 
thousands  of  children  potentially 
dying  of  cholera  and  you  had  a 
doctor  holding  a  child  and  saying, 
'This  child  is  going  to  die  if  the 


"Donors  are 
beginning  to  say ,  'There 
are  no  solutions  to 
this.'" 

—Jack  Bode 


people  of  the  world  don't  do 
something.’” 

Even  more  money — $300  mil¬ 
lion — was  raised  for  victims  of 
the  Ethiopian  famine  of  1984-85, 
though  over  a  longer  time  and 
from  United  Kingdom  donors  as 
well. 

"It’s  a  bad  time  to  ask  for 
money,”  said  Lee  Mullane  of 
Save  the  Children,  which  runs 
1 90  centers  for  preschool  children 
in  Croatia  and  Bosnia-Herzegov- 
ina.  Reaction  from  the  regular 
donor  mailing  list  has  been  "not 
good  so  far." 

Intricate  situation 

Humanitarian  group  officials 
believe  a  lot  of  donors  are  hesi¬ 
tant  because  they’re  not  sure  who 
the  “bad  guys”  are. 

Hal  Olsen,  coordinator  of  dis¬ 
aster  relief  at  International  Aid,  a 
Michigan-based  Christian  group 
that  sends  medicine  to  war  zones 
and  refugee  camps,  gave  his 
receptionist  a  file  card  with  a  short 
statement  on  it  to  read  to  people 
who’d  like  to  give  to  Bosnian  war 
victims  but  are  confused  about 
precisely  who's  a  victim. 

In  the  former  Yugoslavia,  the 
American  Red  Cross  helps  sup¬ 
port  a  90-person  staff,  most  from 
the  International  Committee  for 
the  Red  Cross.  These  workers  dis¬ 
tribute  food,  keep  water  clean, 
investigate  detention  camps  and 
reunite  families  separated  in 
forced  relocations. 

Sometimes  relief  agencies 
actually  make  money  on  a  disas¬ 
ter,  but  that  money  can’t  be  trans¬ 
ferred  to  another  perhaps  less 
appealing  crisis  situation. 

Jacqueline  Carlson,  a  fund¬ 
raiser  for  Church  World  Service, 
said  that  while  she’s  doing  a  mail- 


BERUN,  Ohio— Children  attending  Vacation  Bible  School  at 
Grace  Mennonite  Church  in  Berlin  build  a  "soap  wall"  using 
bars  of  soap  they  donated  for  Mennonite  relief  efforts. 
Although  these  efforts  are  going  well,  donors  are  cutting  back 
on  giving  to  relief  efforts  in  Bosnia  (see  story  to  left). 


ing  right  now  to  help  provide  food 
and  medicine  to  people  in  camps 
in  Bosnia,  the  coffers  for  victims 
of  the  bombing  in  Oklahoma  City 
are  still  full. 

That  money  will  be  used  in  a 
two-year  program  to  help  people 
in  downtown  Oklahoma  City  Who 
lost  their  housing  and  jobs.  It’s 
delicate  work  raising  money  in 
the  non-profit  world.  “We  have  to 


be  careful  how  we  promote  pro¬ 
jects  so  we  won’t  be  overfunded.” 
said  Ms.  Carlson,  identifying  a 
problem  that  the  for-profit  world 
doesn’t  worry  much  about. 

Sometimes,  though  not  often, 
s’he  says.  Church  World  Service 
will  go  back  to  a  donor  and  say. 
“We  just  can't  use  it  for  what  you 
designated,  can  we  suggest  some¬ 
thing  else?” 


' Dumbo  Drop '  celebrates  respect  for  faith 


By  THOMAS  W.  GOODHUE 

Based  on  a  news  story  during 
the  Vietnam  war,  Operation 
Dumbo  Drop  [rated  PG-13]  tells 
about  a  Green  Beret's  attempt  to 
transport  an  8000  pound  elephant 
through  200  miles  of  jungle  in 
time  for  a  sacred  parade. 

At  heart,  this  comedy/adven¬ 
ture  celebrates  one  soldier's 
attempt  to  respect  the  beliefs  of 
indigenous  people  and  to  repay 
the  kindness  of  those  who  have 
welcomed  and  aided  him. 

It  seems  that  the  Viet  Cong  kill 
a  village’s  revered  animal  in 
retaliation  for  the  help  the  VC 
suspect  these  mountainous  peo¬ 
ple  have  been  giving  to  a  Special 
Forces  captain. 

Captain  Cahill  is  supposed  to 
be  heading  home  from  his  remote 
outpost,  and  his  replacement 
cannot  imagine  why  the  villagers 
care  about  a  pachyderm  anyway, 
but  Cahill  cannot  leave  without 
promising  to  get  them  another 
elephant. 

It  is  entirely  possible  that  Viet¬ 
nam  veterans  will  object  to  the 
sanitized  version  of  a  brutal,  divi¬ 
sive  war. 

Combat  has  no  casualties 

This  is  a  film  in  which  combat 
has  no  casualties,  where  even  the 
enemy  commander  has  a  soft 
heart.  If  there  is  a  villain,  it  is  the 
nonsensical  shifts  of  policy 
which  endanger  villagers  one 
moment  and  abandon  them  the 
next. 

We  do  see  the  effects  of  war, 
but  horrors  happen  off-camera. 
We  see.  for  example,  how  young 
Linh  blames  himself  for  his 
father's  death.  We  see  how  death 
terrifies  a  young  draftee  who  has 
nearly  completed  his  tour  of  duty. 


its  flaws.  At  108  minutes,  Gene 
Quintana  and  Jim  Kouf’s  script 
is  a  bit  long,  and  the  cinematog¬ 
raphy  keeps  calling  attention  to 
itself,  as  if  to  say  “Isn’t  this  pret¬ 
ty  scenery  we’re  showing  you?” 

It  doesn't  help,  either,  that  we 
know  that  pachyderm  Bo  Tat  is 
going  to  arrive  via  air  drop  long 
before  the  climax  itself  arrives. 

Direction  is  quite  good 

Simon  Wincer's  direction  of 
the  action,  though,  is  quite  good, 
and  some  scenes  which  seem 
extraneous  at  the  time  prove  cru¬ 
cial  in  the  end.  The  special 
effects  and  the  acting  also  are 
quite  good. 

Danny  Glover  is  wonderful  as 
wise,  resourceful,  compassionate 
Captain  Cahill.  Ray  Liotta  is 
funny  as  his  hard-boiled,  by-the- 
book  replacement,  as  is  David 
Poole  as  wheeler-dealer  Dennis 
Leary.  Doug  E.  Doug  and  Corin 
Nemic  round  out  the  cast  nicely 
as  a  short-timer  and  a  clumsy 
dimwit  respectfully. 

Perhaps  the  best  performance 
of  all  is  delivered  by  young  Dinh 
Enthien  Le  as  Bo  Tat’s  lifelong 
companion  Linh.  Perhaps  the 
greatest  moment  of  joy  in  the 
film  is  when  a  war-scarred  child 
runs  off  to  play  with  his  new 
friends. 

Mr.  Goodhue  is  pastor  of  Bay 
Shore  United  Methodist  Church 
on  Long  Island,  V  Y;  and  fre 
quently  reviews  films  and  televi¬ 
sion  for  the  Reporter. 


PHOTO  COURTESY  OF  WALT  DISNEY  FILMS 

An  8,000  pound  camouflaged  elephant  is  the  center  of  laugh¬ 
ter  in  the  movie  Operation  Dumbo  Drop  reviewed  here. 


It  is  possible,  though,  that  vets 
will  appreciate  this  film’s  affir¬ 
mation  of  a  soldier’s  desire  to  “do 
one  good  thing  before  you 
leave.” 

Operation  Dumbo  Drop  reas¬ 
sures  us  that  even  cynical  supply 
officers  can  be  won  over  by 
humanitarian  efforts  and  that 
even  a  Communist  field  com¬ 
mander  may  have  religious  scru¬ 
ples. 

Vietnam  vets  may  also  be  glad 
to  finally  see  a  movie  which 
acknowledges  that  many  of  them 
first  met  faiths  such  as  Buddhism 


and  Cao  Dai  while  serving  “in 
country.” 

Most  GIs  had  little  prepara¬ 
tion  for  these  intercultural,  inter¬ 
faith  encounters.  A  few  were 
deeply  affected  by  their  attempts 
to  relate  to  people  quite  different 
from  themselves,  whose  beliefs 
diverged  from  nearly  everything 
they  knew. 

Operation  Dumbo  Drop  is  a 
gentle  tale  of  one  such  meeting 
of  American  troops  with  a  prim¬ 
itive  Southeast  Asian  mountain 
religion. 

Operation  Dumbo  Drop  has 


Religion  poll:  Apocalypse  now,  later  or  never? 


By  GEORGE  H.  GALLUP  )R. 
and  ROBERT  BEZILLA 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

Many  early  Christians  thought 
the  final  day  of  judgment  would 
happen  in  their  lifetimes.  Modem 
believer^  have,  for  the  most  part, 
been  less  preoccupied  with  the 


end  of  the  world. 

But  we  can  expect  a  growing 
wave  of  predictions  about  the 
world's  imminent  demise  to  come 
from  a  variety  of  sources. 

Among  adults  surveyed  by  the 
Gallup  organization  in  recent 
years,  61  percent  say  they  believe 
the  world  will  end  at  some  point 


in  time — 24  percent  do  not 
believe  that  will  happen. 

Teenagers  surveyed  last  year 
seemed  even  more  pessimistic, 
with  71  percent  feeling  the  world 
will  be  destroyed  someday  and  25 
percent  saying  it  will  never  end. 

Nearly  three  teens  in  10  fear  the 
world  will  end  during  their  life¬ 


time;  12  percent  think  it  will  hap¬ 
pen  within  a  few  years  and  16  per¬ 
cent  predict  the  end  within  a  few 
decades. 

We  still  have  a  few  hundred 
years,  according  to  16  percent  of 
teens,  while  21  percent  see  our 
doom  thousands  or  millions  of 
years  from  now. 


By  THOMAS  W.  GOODHUE 

One  of  the  “hot  topics”  in  sem¬ 
inaries  these  days  is  environmen¬ 
tal  ethics. 

At  least  one  current  theologian 
says  that  to  be  good  stewards  of 
God’s  good  creation,  we  must, 
first  and  foremost,  love  the  earth. 
Colorado  River  Adventure  illus¬ 
trates  many  of  these  theological 
themes. 

Colorado  River  Adventure 
chronicles  a  boat  trip  musician 
James  Taylor  makes  with  his  18- 
year-old  son  down  the  Colorado 
River.  What  makes  their  journey 
particularly  bitter-sweet  is  that 
their  tour  guide  is  Martin  Litton, 
a  septuagenarian  making  his  last 
boat  ride  down  the  river. 

Mr.  Litton  has  stood  at  the  cen¬ 
ter  of  efforts  over  the  past  half- 
century  to  preserve  vast  stretches 
of  wilderness  in  the  West. 

As  a  photographer  and  writer 
for  the  Los  Angeles  Times,  and 
later  as  a  senior  editor  of  Sunset 
magazine,  Mr.  Litton  called  atten¬ 
tion  to  environmental  concerns 
long  before  the  public  gave  any 
thought  to  them. 

Fighting  dams 

Mr.  Litton  joined  the  Sierra 
Club  in  fighting  to  prevent  the 
federal  government  from  building 
dams  in  Dinosaur  National  Mon¬ 
ument  and  in  the  Grand  Canyon. 

They  surprised  nearly  every¬ 
one  in  the  1950s  and  ’60s  by  win¬ 
ning  most  of  these  battles  and 
achieving  the  creation  of  Red¬ 
wood  National  Park. 

Colorado  River  Adventure 
opens  with  Mr.  Taylor  singing  the 
hymn  “Shall  We  Gather  at  the 
River,”  and  this  documentary  is 
graced  by  other  songs  which  gen¬ 
tly  celebrate  what  Mr.  Litton  calls 
“a  spiritualness  of  caring  for  the 
Canyon." 

Mr.  Taylor,  a  member  of  the 
board  of  directors  of  the  Natural 
Resource  Defense  Council,  even 
sings  the  first  song  he  ever  wrote, 
a  wonderful,  never-recorded  tune 
about  loving  the  earth:  “Roll, 
River  Roll.” 

He  fell  in  love  with  earth 

We  learn  as  Mr.  Litton  pilots 
them  through  rapids  and  around 
rocks  how  he  fell  in  love  with  the 
earth  himself  during  a  trip  he 
made  through  the  Sierra  Nevada 


Review 


Colorado  River  Adventure  airs 
September  14-25  on  TBS-TV 


as  a  teenager,  a  vacation  which 
changed  his  life. 

We  hear  how,  as  a  student  at 
UCLA,  he  formed  a  club  which 
tried  to  protect  the  local  moun¬ 
tains  from  being  ruined  by  road 
construction. 

Sadly,  while  most  of  the  mem¬ 
bers  were  away  fighting  in  World 
War  II,  from  which  Mr.  Litton 
returned  a  decorated  glider  pilot, 
the  state  built  the  roads. 

Mr.  Litton  has  had  more  victo¬ 
ries  than  defeats,  however,  as  an 
environmental  warrior.  His  is 
clearly  a  combative,  take-no-pris- 
oners  approach  to  defending  the 
things  he  loves,  but  he  claims  he 
is  no  radical. 

Shouldn't  conservatives,  he 
argues,  oppose  the  way  bureau¬ 
crats  produce  waste  in  pursuit  of 
wasteful,  pork-barrel  dam-con¬ 
struction  projects?  Shouldn’t  con¬ 
servatives  oppose,  as  he  does,  gov¬ 
ernment-subsidized  water  for 
agribusiness? 

Slow-paced  documentary 

This  is  a  slow-paced  documen¬ 
tary,  punctuated  by  hair-raising 
navigation  in  wooden  dories 
through  treacherous  waters.  Its 
unhurried  style,  though,  fits  its 
subject  well:  most  of  their  18-day 
journey  is  a  leisurely  one  through 
breath-taking  scenery. 

Mr.  Litton  may  have  retired  as 
a  "river  rat"  but  we  learn  that  he 
has  hardly  ceased  fighting  the 
good  fight. 

As  he  nears  80  he  is  deeply 
involved  in  the  struggle  to  save 
the  giant  sequoia  trees  of  the  Sier¬ 
ra  Nevada,  “the  biggest  living 
thing  that  has  ever  existed.” 

Colorado  River  Adventure  is 
part  of  the  World  of  Audubon 
series  of  nature  specials  which  air 
first  on  the  TBS  cable  service  and 
later  on  public  television.  It 
debuts  at  8  p.m.  (Eastern  Time) 
Sept.  14  on  TBS  and  repeats  vari¬ 
ous  times  through  Sept.  25. 

Mr.  Goodhue  is  pastor  of  Bay 
Shore  United  Methodist  Church  on 
Long  Island,  N.  Y„  and  frequently 
reviews  television  for  the  Reporter. 


Former  crackhouse  resident 
now  advocate  for  change 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEW  YORK — Eighteen-year- 
old  Shana  Smith  lived  in  a  crack- 
house  with  her  father  for  nearly  a 
year.  Now  the  college  student  is 
an  advocate  for  social  change  as 
an  intern  in  the  Mayor’s  Youth 
Forum  of  San  Francisco. 

Ms.  Smith  and  three  other 
interns  demonstrated  how  the 
forum  works  in  a  recent  dialogue 
in  New  York  City  with  staff  of  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Glob¬ 
al  Ministries. 

The  four-year-old  forum  is 
based  on  a  process  called  "Edu¬ 


cation  and  Training  for  Social 
Change"  developed  by  a  group  of 
young  inner  city  leaders  from  San 
Francisco. 

Lena  Gutekunst,  18,  recalled 
her  frustration  over  ndt  being  able 
to  deal  with  conflicts  in  her  fami¬ 
ly.  She  likes  having  the  chance  to 
help  other  youth  express  their 
feelings  and  concerns. 

The  process  in  youth  forum  is 
designed  to  help  the  interns  devel¬ 
op  political  consciousness,  ana¬ 
lytical  and  leadership  skills,  a 
sense  of  personal  responsibility 
and  a  feeling  of  community. 


Hymn  was  originally 
part  of  a  pageant 


In  Christ  there  is  no  east  or  west 
In  him  no  south  or  north ; 

But  one  great  fellowship  of  love 
Throughout  the  whole  wide  earth. 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

In  our  hymnals  the  hymn  is 
attributed  to  John  Oxenham 
( 1 852-194 1 ),  distinguished  Eng¬ 
lish  novelist  and  poet.  But  his 
family  and  friends  knew  him  as 
William  Arthur  Dunkerly. 

Early  in  his  literary  career, 
Dunkerly  took  his  pen  name  from 
a  character,  an  English  sea  cap¬ 
tain,  in  Charles  Kingsley’s  novel 
Westward  Ho! 

A  devout  Christian  and  an 
active  churchman,  Oxenham  was 
a  deacon  in  the  ruling  Congrega¬ 
tional  Church  in  London  and 
taught  a  Bible  class  there. 

In  1908,  Oxenham  was  asked 
to  prepare  the  script  for  "The 
Pageant  of  Darkness  and  Light" 
for  the  London  Missionary  Soci¬ 
ety's  exhibit.  The  hymn  was  part 
of  the  script  for  the  pageant. 

The  scriptural  basis  is  "There 
is  neither  Jew  nor  Greek,  there  is 
neither  bond  nor  free,  there  is  nei¬ 
ther  male  nor  female,  for  ye  are 
all  one  in  Christ  Jesus"  (Gal. 
3:28). 

In  1913.  the  hymn  was  includ¬ 
ed  in  a  book  of  Oxenham’s  poet¬ 
ry,  Bees  in  Amber  and  soon  after 


History 
of  Hymns 

it  began  to  appear  in  hymnals  in 
England  and  the  United  States. 

The  tune  that  appears  with  this 
text  in  many  hymnals  called 
"McKee."  It  first  appeared  in  the 
Episcopal  Hymnal  1940  and  is  an 
adaptation  of  a  spiritual,  "I  know 
the  angel's  done  changed  my 
name,"  which  dates  from  Fisk 
University’s  Jubilee  Songs,  1884. 

The  adaptation  was  made  in 
1939  by  Harry  T.  Burleigh.  Music 
editor  for  a  major  New  York 
music  publisher.  Burleigh  was 
also  a  successful  song  composer 
and  arranger  of  spirituals. 

He  was  a  charter  member  of  the 
American  Society  of  Composers, 
Authors,  and  Publishers  ( ASCAP), 
founded  in  1914. 

The  tune  was  named  for  the 
Reverend  Elmer  M.  McKee,  rec¬ 
tor  of  St.  George’s  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church,  on  Stuyvesant 
Square  in  New  York  City,  where 
Burleigh  was  baritone  soloist  for 
52  years. 

NEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN: 

* Depth  of  Mercy!  Can  there  be " 
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A  letter  from  Bishop  Oden 

A  Silent  Disaster 
that  is  Still  Screaming 


On  May  8  and  9,  over  twenty  inches  of  rain 
fell  in  New  Orleans  and  on  the  North  Shore.  It 
was  called  a  500  Year  Flood.  One  young  man, 
a  member  of  First  Church,  Slidell,  remarked 
that  he  had  witnessed  a  100  Year  Flood  and  a 
500  Year  Flood  and  was  only  27  years  old! 

The  flood  waters  did  tremendous  damage 
both  in  New  Orleans  and  on  the  North  Shore. 
The  fast  rainfall  along  with  a  roof  fire,  devastat¬ 
ed  First  Street  Church,  New  Orleans.  First 
Church,  Slidell  had  approximately  $150,000 
worth  of  damage,  most  of  which  was  not  cov¬ 
ered  by  insurance.  In  fact,  very  few  of  the 
churches  had  flood  insurance  because  this 
kind  of  situation  had  never  occurred  before. 

New  Orleans  churches  that  were  especially 
hit  hard  include  Philips  Memorial,  First  Street, 
Kenner  First,  John  Wesley,  Shaw  Temple, 
Peck,  Brooks  and  three  parsonages. 

North  Shore  had  significant  damage  both  in 
First  Church,  Slidell  arjd  the  Hartzell-  Mt.  Zion 
parsonage. 


I  have  visited  each  of  these  churches  and 
parsonages  that  were  damaged.  It  has  been 
inspirational  to  see  how  United  Methodism  has 
responded  through  UMCOR.  Centers  have 
been  set  up  at  Napoleon  Church,  New  Orleans 
and  Aldersgate  Church,  Slidell.  Task  Forces 
have  been  formed  and  the  number  of  volun¬ 
teers  are  working  out  of  the  centers. 

In  both  centers,  assessments  were  made 
quickly  and  hundreds  of  specific  personal 
human  needs  were  identified.  Through  initial 
UMCOR  offerings,  those  human  needs  are 
being  met. 

Now  it  is  time  to  turn  our  attention  to  the 
needs  of  our  church  properties  that  were  signifi¬ 
cantly  damaged.  As  I  walked  through  Brooks 
Church,  New  Orleans,  I  saw  where  water  had 
covered  the  floor  one  and  half  feet  deep.  It 
almost  reached  two  feet  in  the  Hartzell-Mt.  Zion 
parsonage  and  First  Church,  Slidell.  The 
churches  that  have  been  damaged  have 
responded  heroically.  Hundreds  of  church 
members  have  volunteered  and  have  worked 


Bishop  Oden  speaks  with  flood  victim 
during  a  visit  to  the  flood  damaged 
areas. 

hard  on  the  clean-up. 

Now  it  is  time  for  the  entire  Conference  to 
help. 


If  one  member 
suffers,  all  suffer 
together  with  it; 
if  one  member  is 
honored,  all  rejoice 
together  with  it. 
Now  you  are  the 

Si 


Getting  it  back  together  hasn’t 
been  easy  . . . 


body  of  Christ 
and  individually 
members  of  it. 

1  Corinthians  12:26-27  NRSV 


A  special  offering,  authorized  by  the 
Louisiana  Conference  Cabinet  and  the 
Council  of  Finance  and  Administration, 
will  taken  on  September  24,  1995  help 
cover  the  costs  of  repairing  church 
buildings  damaged  in  the  May  1995 
flood.  This  Sunday  has  been  designat¬ 
ed  “Second  Mile  Sunday.”  An  initial 
offering  collected  in  June  was  only 
able  to  cover  one-fourth  of  the  damage 
caused  by  the  flood.  THERE  ARE  NO 
RELIEF  FUNDS  AVAILABLE  TO 
CHURCHES!  UMCOR  and  FEMA  disas¬ 
ter  funds  are  limited  to  alleviating 
human  suffering. 

This  offering  should  be  marked  LA 
Flood  Relief  -  Conference  Advance 
ft  4450R  -  please  put  this  item  on  your 
Advance  Special  Form  under  4400. 


Flood  waters  at  First  UMC,  Slidell  covered  eighteen  inches 
of  their  entire  physical  plant.  Pictured  above  is  the  children's 
playground  beside  the  Family  Life  Center. 


Louis  T.  White,  Jr.  shows  the  Rev.  George  Brown  of  UMCOR 
the  damage  caused  by  water  and  fire  at  First  Street  UMC,  New 
Orleans. 


UMNS  photo  by  Mike  DuBose 


Those  catastrophic  rains  of 
early  May  are  but  a  distant 
memory  to  many  in  the 
Louisiana  Conference.  To  eight 
congregations  and  a  handful  of 
ministers  and  their  families  it  is 
still  a  very  real  and  ongoing  sit¬ 
uation.  Many  churches  have 
not  fully  recovered  from  the 
flood.  Facilities  remain  unus¬ 
able,  members  worship  in  fel¬ 
lowship  halls,  or  in  sanctuaries 
devoid  of  carpet,  in  pews  that 
need  repair.  More  than  one 
church  still  has  leaking  roofs 
and  one  church’s  brick  walls  got 
so  saturated  that  whenever  it 
rains  they  get  water  in  the  sanc¬ 
tuary.  Rev.  Helena  Wright- 
Butler  reports  that  she  had  to 
stop  worship  services  one 
Sunday  morning  during  a  rain 
storm  to  mop  up  a  flood  of 
water.  Several  parsonages 
remain  unrepaired  due  to  a  lack 
of  funds. 

To  many  of  us  the  reality  of 
time,  resources  or  money  need¬ 
ed  to  rebuild  after  a  flood  does 
not  sink  in  until  it  happens  to  us 
or  someone  we  love.  We  pic¬ 
ture  that  nice  insurance  person 
coming  right  over  and  handing 
us  a  check  and  then,  of  course, 
we  would  turn  right  around  and 
hire  someone  to  fix  whatever 
needed  to  be  done.  Well,  if  you 
talk  with  anyone  from  the  May 
flooding,  you  will  get  a  really 
good  picture  of  what  their  life 
has  been  like.  For  instance 
many  churches  who  need  new 
carpeting  will  not  have  it 
installed  until  October  or 
November  at  the  earliest.  One 
of  the  few  churches  who  had 
flood  insurance  is  just  getting 
reimbursement  for  the  damage. 
Many  churches  have  Christmas 
or  year-end  as  their  goal  for 
completion  of  necessary 
repairs. 

These  floods  affected  so 


many  homes,  businesses,  and 
churches  that  people  have  had 
to  wait  months  for  insurance 
checks,  repair  people,  appli¬ 
ances,  carpeting  and  other  nec¬ 
essary  items.  The  churches  of 
New  Orleans  and  Slidell  put 
their  members’  needs  above 
their  own  allowing  members 
hurt  by  the  flood  to  put  back 
their  lives  before  beginning  on 
the  church’s  needs.  Some 
churches  were  able  to  do  much 
of  the  work  themselves.  Rev. 
Lance  Brown  of  Brooks  UMC 
says,  “I’ve  had  blisters  since 
May  9th;  sometimes  you  have 
to  roll  up  your  sleeves  and  get 
out  of  the  pulpit.”  Many  mem¬ 
bers,  minsters  and  fellow  UM 
from  other  area  churches  have 
done  this,  but  a  few  congrega¬ 
tions  have  not  been  able  to 
make  many  repairs  since  their 
membership  consists  mostly  of 
older  folks  who  are  no  longer 
able  to  do  heavy  work.  All  the 
ministers  of  these  churches 
express  their  gratitude  to  the 
conference  for  all  the  help, 


monies  and  encouragement 
they  have  received. 

Their  carpets  may  be  missing 
but  not  the  Spirit!  The  morale 
of  those  members  still  worship¬ 
ing,  working  and  teaching  under 
these  conditions  is  great,  even 
though  many  churches 
have  been  unable  to 
have  fellowships  and 
social  events.  First  Street 
UMC,  New  Orleans  is 
totally  without  an  educa¬ 
tional  building,  so  they 
have  Sunday  School 
wherever  possible.  They 
also  have  been  forced  to 
close  their  day-care  pro¬ 
gram.  Despite  these  con¬ 
ditions  they  have 
increased  attendance  at 
worship  service  and  have 
gained  in  membership. 

As  we  believe  that  God 
has  a  purpose  for  all 
things,  the  churches 
hardest  hit  by  the  flood 
find  their  congregations 
get  closer  through  adver¬ 
sity  and  rejoice  for  the 


ability  to  update  their  church 
facilities  by  remodeling  as  they 
repair.  The  dark  cloud  for  many 
churches  is  the  knowledge  that 
they  are  running  up  debt  mak¬ 
ing  these  necessary  repairs. 

How  can  the  conference 
help?  As  you  all  know,  an  initial 
offering  was  taken  in  June  for 
the  flood  victims. 
Unfortunately,  this  offering 
came  after  three  other  special 
offerings  and  during  Annual 
Conference.  The  funds  raised 
only  allowed  most  churches  and 
parsonages  to  get  approximate¬ 
ly  $3,400  to  pay  a  repair  bill  that 
may  range  from  $15,000  to 
$70,000.  "Second  Mile 
Sunday"  will  provide  a  means  in 
which  the  churches  of  this  con¬ 
ference  can  lend  financial  sup¬ 
port  to  these  congregations,  but 
please  don’t  stop  there. 
Remember  these  churches  in 
your  prayers  and  send  them 
greetings  from  your  congrega¬ 
tion.  Most  of  them  still  have  a 
good  portion  of  work  to  be 
done. 
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jecial  Session  of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Am  I  a 
Conference  called  for  December  9, 1995  liability  or 


A  special  session  of  the 
Annual  Conference  has  been 
called  for  December  9,  1995  at 
the  Ramada  Inn  Conference 
Centre  in  Alexandria.  The  event 
will  convene  at  10  a.m.  for  this 
special  Saturday  session  and 
conclude  at  4  p.m.  This  session 
was  called  according  to  the 
Book  of  Discipline.  Par.  703.4, 
which  states: 

A  special  session  of  the 
Annual  Conference  may  be  held 
at  such  time  and  in  such  place 
as  shall  have  been  determined 
by  the  Annual  Conference  after 
consultation  of  the  bishop,  or  by 
the  bishop,  with  concurrence  of 
three-fourths  of  the  district 
superintendents.  A  special  ses¬ 
sion  of  the  Annual  Conference 
shall  have  only  such  powers  as 
are  slated  in  the  call. 

The  purpose  of  this  session  is 
to  update  members  of  the  con¬ 
ference  on  the  progress  of  the 


Conference  Center  in 
Woodworth.  The  session  will 
allow  the  conference: 
f  To  gather  as  a  community  of 
leaders  of  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  seeking  God’s  guid¬ 
ance  for  the  completion  of  the 
Conference  Center, 
t  To  receive  a  report  on  the 
progress  of  the  Conference 
Center. 

t  To  receive  a  report  on  the 
anticipated  building  costs,  start¬ 
up  costs,  and  other  expenses, 
including  furnishings  related  to 
the  Conference  Center, 
t  To  receive  a  report  on  the 
pledges  and  other  anticipated 
income  both  received  and 
expected  for  the  Conference 
Center. 

4*  To  receive  recommendations 
and  act  on  projected  financial 
needs  of  the  Conference  Center, 
including  proposals  to  raise  nec¬ 
essary  funds. 


t  To  receive  and  act  on  the 
recommendations  of  Kathy 
Trotter,  consultant  to  the 
Conference  Center  Board  as 
they  relate  to  restructuring  the 
Conference  Center  Board  from 
the  building  phase  into  the  oper¬ 
ation  phase. 

There  shall  be  a  committee 
appointed  by  the  bishop,  in  con¬ 
sultation  with  the  Cabinet  and 
the  chairperson  of  the 
Conference  Center  Board,  which 
shall  bring  recommendations  to 
the  special  session  in  response  to 
the  purpose.  The  committee 
shall  be  composed  of:  4 
Conference  Center  Board  mem¬ 
bers,  including  the  chair;  4 
Cabinet  members,  including  the 
dean;  4  members  at  large;  the 
chairperson  of  CFA;  the 
Conference  Lay  Leader;  the 
President  of  Conference  Youth 
Fellowship;  the  Chair  for 
Conference  Center  Memorials 


Committee  and  non-voting  staff: 
Harvey  Williamson,  Conference 
Center  Co-ordinator;  Stone 
Caraway,  Conference  Director 
of  Administration;  and  Leslie 
Akin,  Conference  COM 
Director. 

Further  details  of  this  session 
and  registration  information  will 
be  sent  from  the  Conference 
Office  to  local  church  clergy  and 
lay  officials.  Clergy  and  lay  del¬ 
egates  need  to  complete  advance 
registration  cards  for  lunch  and 
seating  arrangements.  These  are 
to  be  returned  to  their  district 
offices  no  later  than  November 
1,  1995.  Visitors  are  welcome 
and  will  be  encouraged  to 
attend.  Additional  information 
concerning  the  session  should  be 
obtained  through  the  district 
offices. 


Conference  Center  Construction  Update 


Work  at  the  Conference  Center  site  in  Woodworth  is  still 
ahead  of  schedule  according  to  Doug  Franks,  construction 
foreman  for  Ratcliff  Construction  Company.  The  adjacent  pic¬ 
tures,  taken  August  30,  1995,  show  the  slabs  poured  for  the 
two  lodges  and  workers  beginning  to  construct  the  outer  wall 
on  one  of  the  lodges. 


The  multi-purpose  building  will  be  ready  for  the  pouring  of 
the  slab  in  about  a  week.  Electrical  service  has  been  brought 
into  the  sight  and  in  two  weeks  South  Central  Bell  will  provide 
a  trunk  line  into  the  facilities. 

Completion  of  the  entire  project  is  scheduled  for  September 
1996. 
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SECOND  MILE  SUNDAY 
September  24,  1 995 

Has  your  congregation  made  plans  to  cele¬ 
brate  our  connection  to  each  other  as  a  body 
and  how  you  plan  to  respond  to  your  fellow 
churches  in  need? 


Appointment  Changes  Since 

Annual  Conference 

through  9/1/95 


Name 

Effective 

Date 

To/District 

lVl.  Douglas  Ezell 

6/26/95 

Executive  Director, 
Methodist  Children’s  Home 
-  New  Orleans 

Ira  M.  Robinson 

7/1/95 

Asbury,  Associate  - 
Acadiana 

Gregor  Dike 

7/10/95 

St.  Mark’s  -  Director, 

St.  Mark’s  Community 
Center  -  New  Orleans 

Amy  Douglas  McVay 

9/1/95 

St.  James  -  Monroe 

Ginger  Keating  Gault 

9/1/95 

Reveille  -  Monroe 

Obie  J.  Southall 

9/1/95 

St.  James  -  Acadiana 

Willie  Wheatley 

9/1/95 

Scott  Cbapel-St.  Paul  - 
Acadiana 

Isaac  Bivens 

9/1/95 

Boynton  -  New  Orleans 

Rev.  Jeff  Connor  and  friends  work  to  get  up  debris 
in  the  fellowship  hall  of  Napolean  Ave  UMC. 


Plaquemine  starts 
non-denominational  youth  program 


A  couple  of  years  ago  First 
United  Methodist  Church  of 
Plaquemine  had  a  youth  pro¬ 
gram  of  two.  They  decided  to 
start  a  non-denominational 
youth  program.  The  program 


has  grown  to  involve  more  than 
30  youth  each  Wednesday 
evening.  A  recent  activity  had 
55  youth  present.  The  weekly 
program  involves  games  and 
recreation,  refreshments  and 


Plaquemine  Youth  are  enjoying  the  program  at  First  UMC 


Bible  study.  The  youth  partici¬ 
pated  in  a  mission  trip  this  sum¬ 
mer  to  Henderson  Settlement  in 
Frakes,  Kentucky. 

The  program  is  lead  by 


several  college  students  under 
the  director  of  Brian 
Guilbeau,youth  director  and 
Rev.  Weldon  Bares,  pastor. 


Ron  Sarver,  President 
United  Methodist  Men 


an  asset? 

When  I  joined  the  church  some¬ 
time  back,  I  immediately  became  a 
liability.  The  church  was  expected 
to  perform  certain  responsibilities 
because  of  my  joining  and  they 
continue  to  do  so  today.  I  was 
baptized,  went  to  Sunday  school, 
confirmed,  attended  MYF,  went  to 

the  Wesley  Foundation  in  college,  married,  and  attended  wor¬ 
ship  services  almost  every  Sunday  for  my  entire  life.  When  I 
die,  I  expect  the  church  to  hold  my  funeral  service. 

I  want  to  go  to  Bible  studies,  United  Methodist  Men, 
retreats,  attend  special  events,  and  enjoy  the  fellowship  of  the 
people  in  my  church.  The  church  must  provide  a  building, 
classrooms,  ministers,  choir  directors,  pianist  and  organist,  sec¬ 
retaries,  and  other  staff  to  satisfy  my  needs.  You  might  say  that 
I  am  one  of  the  churches’  greatest  liabilities. 

However  my  accountant  friends  tell  me  that  I  must  be  bal¬ 
anced.  My  assets  must  offset  my  liabilities.  When  I  joined  the 
church  I  promised  to  uphold  the  church  with  my  presence,  my 
prayers,  my  gifts  and  my  service.  My  presence  creates  the  lia¬ 
bility,  but  my  promises  make  me  an  asset  You  see  being  a  lia¬ 
bility  to  the  church  is  not  a  bad  thing.  It  is  through  these  liabil¬ 
ities  that  we  become  assets.  The  church  has  taken  my  liability 
and  made  an  asset  out  of  it  I  have  learned  to  pray  for  the 
church  and  for  other  people.  I  have  learned  to  sing  in  the  choir. 
I  have  learned  how  to  lead  a  Sunday  school  lesson.  I  have 
learned  how  to  minister  to  others. 

Now,  my  goal  is  to  go  out  and  find  more  liabilities  for  my 
church.  I  am  not  sure  what  Jesus  knew  about  accounting,  but  I 
believe  what  he  would  have  said  would  be  something  like  this: 
“Bring  me  all  who  would  be  liabilities  and  I  will  make  them 
into  assets.”  Just  look  what  he  did  with  Paul.  Have  you 
become  an  asset  to  your  church? 

Bishop  Oden  has  invited  conference  leaders  to  share 
t  heir  thoughts  with  the  conference  over  the  summer. 


Service  of  Reconsecration  and  Renaming 
the  Dining  Hall  at  Camp  Istrouma 
in  honor  of 

Rev.  J.  Monroe  Wilkes 
Saturday,  September  23,  1995 
2:30  p.m.  at  Camp  Istrouma 
Everyone  is  invited. 


FAMILY  LIFESTYLE 
MINISTRIES  IN  THE  ’90s 
Seminar  Offered 

*  Who  are  the  people  that  make  up  what  we  call  a  “family?" 

*  How  can  the  church  hope  to  minister  to  the  “family"  in  the  1990s? 

*  Are  you  and  your  church  struggling  with  just  who  the 
church  is  ministering  to? 

“The  focus  of  Family  Ministry  is  shifting  ,’’  says  Rev.  Karl 
Klaus  of  Broadmoor  UMC,  Baton  Rouge.  “In  the  past  the  Family 
Ministries  area  was  thought  of  as  the  ‘social’  arm  of  the  Church." 
Evelyn  Diech,  Co-ordinator  of  Conference  Family  Ministries  agrees 
with  him.  She  states,  ‘Families  have  changed  from  the  traditional 
family  to  many  different  family  types  with  many  different  needs. 
Those  needs  should  be  identified  and  ministries  should  be  adapted 
and  implemented  to  meet  those  needs." 

The  Conference  Board  of  Discipleship  and  the  Baton  Rouge 
District  Council  Ministries,  Family  Ministries  Area  invite  all  inter¬ 
ested  parties  to  a  seminar  to  help  understand  the  changes  in  family 
ministry.  The  seminar  to  help  understand  the  changes  family  min¬ 
istry.  The  seminar  yvill  take  place  September  30,  1995,  from  9  a.m. 
to  3  p.m.,  at  Broadmoor  UMC,  Baton  Rouge. 

Dr.  Tex  Sample,  professor  of  Church  and  Society  at  St  Paul 
School  of  Theology  will  be  the  seminar  leader.  During  this  seminar 
he  yvill  help  define  who  are  the  people  and  families  in  our  pews, 
what  their  lifestyles  are  like  and  hoyv  we  can  be  in  ministry  to  and 
with  them. 

Following  the  seminar  will  be  a  Training  Event  for  all  District 
COM  Family  Ministry  Coordinators  with  Dr.  Sample.  District 
Family  Ministries  Co-ordinators  who  are  interested  in  attending, 
should  contact  Evelyn  Diech  (318)235-2814,  concerning  scholar¬ 
ships. 

The  cost  of  the  event  is  $15  per  person,  w  hich  includes  lunch. 

C.E.U.  Credit  of  .5  will  be  offered  through  Broadmoor  UMC 
and  the  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry  .  To  register  send  fee  and  fol¬ 
lowing  information:  Name,  Address,  Phone,  Lay  or  Clergy  ,  Ixical 
Church,  (request  for  CJE.U.  credits)  to  Rev.  Karl  Klaus,  Broadmoor 
UMC,  10230  Mollylea,  Baton  Rouge,  LA,  70815  or  call  (504)924- 
6269.  Deadline  for  registration  is  September  22, 1995. 
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' Golden  Rule'  alone 
not  the  whole  story 


"For  the  The  United  Methodist 
Church  to  use  ‘the  connection'  to 
describe  a  system  of  finance,  per¬ 
sonnel  and  governance  is  a 
tragedy,”  said  die  Rev.  Dennis  M. 
Campbell,  dean  of  United 
Methodist-related 
Duke  University 
Divinity  School, 
recently  address¬ 
ing  a  national 


meeting  of  church  historians  (see 
I  MR  Sept.  8) 

We  agree. 

He  added,  "Connection  is  first 
of  all  a  theological  idea.” 

Again  we  agree.  What  we  hear 
him  saying  is,  “I  don't  have  to 
agree  with  you  but  I  must  recog¬ 
nize  you  as  part  of  the  church,  the 
body  of  Christ.  In  Christ  we  are 
connected  with  each  other." 

In  an  unrelated  event,  another 
scholar,  sociologist  Nancy 
Ammerman  at  United  Methodist- 
related  Emory  University,  report¬ 
ed  that  she  discovered  through  a 
recent  survey  that  5 1  percent  of 
American  Christians  have  shed 
the  sectarianism  of  their  fore¬ 
bears  to  become  what  she  calls 
"Golden  Rule”  Christians  ( UMR , 
Sept.  8). 

Both  historian  Campbell’s 
insights  and  sociologist  Ammer- 
man's  survey  confirm  the  widen¬ 
ing  breach  between  the  typical  or 
even  the  occasional  worshiper 
and  the  career  denominational 
official. 

The  one  understands  religion 
in  the  simplest  possible  do-unto¬ 
others  terms. 

The  other  may  be  searching  for 
technological  or  sociological 
answers  instead  of  theological 
insights  as  membership  declines 
and  vitality  is  zapped  in  a  waning 
denominationalism. 

If  “Golden  Rule"  Christians  in 
fact  do  make  up  a  growing  per¬ 
centage  of  our  congregations,  it’s 


clear  that  we  must  learn  to  live 
with  a  growing  diversity  of  faith 
while  teaching  members  to  deep¬ 
en  their  own  understanding  of 
belief  within  a  Wesleyan  tradi¬ 
tion. 

- - -  Jesus  may  have 

Editorial 

“Do  to  others  as 
you  would  have 


them  do  to  you  (Luke  6:31).” — 
but  He  didn't  stop  there.  He  con¬ 
tinued  teaching  through  proverbs, 
parables  and  His  life. 

Pastors  and  other  church  lead¬ 
ers  can’t  settle  for  “Golden  Rule" 
Christianity  in  local  congrega¬ 
tions. 

Rather  they  must,  like  Jesus, 
bridge  the  gap  to  lead  golden- 
rulers  into  a  broader  understand¬ 
ing  that  the  church  of  Jesus  Christ 
was  and  is  connectional  and  uni¬ 
versal,  starting  within  the  neigh¬ 
borhood  but  extending  to  the 
uttermost  parts  of  the  world. 

The  challenge  and  the  respon¬ 
sibility  to  churchwide  officials  is 
the  same:  Reach  out  and  recon¬ 
nect  with  members  in  the  pew 
while  affirming: 

'T  A  strong  centrality  to  guide 
the  church’s  global  vision; 

»  Accountability  about  appor¬ 
tioned  funds  given  to  conference 
and  general  agencies; 

v  Committed  leadership  will¬ 
ing  to  listen  and  lead;  and 

*  Diversity  of  theology  which 
tolerates  a  variety  of  viewpoints 
while  affirming  a  common  bond 
in  Christ. 

Jesus  also  said,  "You  shall  love 
your  neighbor  as  yourself  (Mark 
12:31)”  but  He  didn’t  stop  there. 

He  continued,  “A  man  was 
going  down  from  Jerusalem  to 
Jericho,  and  he  fell  among  robbers 
who  stripped  him  and  beat  him 
and  departed,  leaving  him  for 
dead. . .  (Luke  10:29-37).’’ 


When  the  kids  asked 


'If  the  flag's  not  sacred  to  us, 
then  nothing  is/  reader  contends 


UMR  FILE  PHOTO 

What  one  reader  found  appalling— the  notion  that  the  Amer¬ 
ican  flag  is  not  sacred— another  found  "right  on."  (See  Let¬ 
ters  at  left.) 


I  was  absolutely  appalled  that 
the  Reporter  would  lend  cre¬ 
dence  to  trivia  opinions  such  as 
conjecture  over  the  word 
"sacred”  (see  UMR,  Sept.  1 
issue). 

Our  flag  represents  our  coun¬ 
try,  and  if  it’s  not  sacred  to  us, 
nothing  is.  We  are  not  holding  the 
flag  up  as  a  “god."  We  are  say¬ 
ing,  "For  God  and  Country  we 
associate  ourselves  together." 

In  our  church  sanctuary  the 
flags  are  on  opposite  sides  of  the 
altar  of  God.  I  say  God’s  altar 
because  we  are  God’s  people  and 
we  kneel  at  it  in  front  of  both 
flags.  The  Christian  flag:  Is  it  holy 
or  sacred?  It’s  on  one  side  and  our 
country’s  "Old  Glory”  on  the 
other.  They've  always  been  there! 

We  are  not  asking  anyone  to 
worship  the  flag — either  one. 
We  are  only  trying  to  gain 
enough  respect  to  keep  the  des- 
ecraters  from  tramping  on  it  and 
burning  it.  Just  exactly  what  are 
Robert  Jewett  and  Constance 
Collora  really  trying  to  say? 

Ina  Mae  Truett 
Mansfield,  Illinois 

I  agreed  with  article 

I  agreed  with  the  article  "Our 
flag  is  honored,  not  holy.” 

I  heard  someone  say:  “The 
best  reason  not  to  bum  the  Amer¬ 
ican  flag  is  the  fact  that  you  can.” 

Jonette  Gay 
Abilene,  Texas 

Reasonable  proposals 

I  am  delighted  at  your  support 
of  President  Clinton's  proposals 
to  curb  teenage  smoking  (see 
Reporter,  Aug.  25).  They  are 
quite  reasonable. 

Raymond  H.  McDavid 
Houston,  Texas 

Something  missing 

Your  editorial  on  anti-smok¬ 
ing  and  the  tobacco  threat  leaves 
out,  as  does  President  Clinton's 
plan,  one  of  the  strongest  actions 
which  can  be  taken  against 
tobacco.  That  is  to  get  the  U.S. 
government  to  stop  subsidizing 
the  growing  of  tobacco. 

The  government  is  talking  out 
of  both  sides  of  its  mouth  when 
it  makes  known  all  the  terrible 
facts  of  using  tobacco  and  then 
turns  around  and  keeps  paying 
tobacco  farmers  a  subsidy  to 
grow  tobacco.  Our  tax  dollars 
help  support  the  tobacco  indus¬ 
try.  To  stop  this  subsidy  is  a  step 
which  will  make  an  impact. 

Walter  Zimmerman 
Sulphur  Springs,  Texas 

Picture  misleading 

I  believe  the  picture  titled 
“Bible  accompanies  West  Bank 


protest”  of  a  Jewish  settler  read¬ 
ing  the  Bible  and  the  brief  story 
beneath  it  in  your  Aug.  25  issue 
could  be  somewhat  misleading. 

As  your  picture-story  indicates, 
this  is  the  "rocky  outcrop  of  a  hill 
seized  by  settlers ...  in  their  strug¬ 
gle  against  the  expansion  of  Pales¬ 
tinian  self-rule  in  the  West  Bank.” 

It  would  have  been  more  accu¬ 
rate  had  the  picture  caption  read 
"Bible  accompanies  West  Bank 
seizure"  and  the  story  underneath 
read  “as  Palestinians  protest 
against  the  expansion  of  these 
settlements  on  their  land." 

To  the  unintiated,  this  picture 
and  brief  story  do  not  really  com¬ 
municate  what  is  happening  here 
and  may  bring  more  sympathy  to 
the  aggressor  than  to  the  victim. 
Robert  W.  Hannum 
United  Methodist  Liaison 
Jerusalem 

A  few  corrections 

In  your  Aug.  25  articles  per¬ 
taining  to  the  United  Methodist 
clergywomen’s  consultation,  a 
few  corrections  are  in  order. 

Both  Diane  Huie  Balay  and  M. 
Garlinda  Burton  wrote  about 
Miriam  Therese  Winter’s  contri¬ 
butions  to  the  consultation.  Ms. 
Burton  referred  to  these  as  “daily 
Bible  study."  The  official  program 
referred  to  Ms.  Winter’s  offerings 
as  “a  daily  Bible  experience.” 

There  is  no  way  that  these 
“experiences”  could  have  been 
called  Bible  study,  for  there  was 
no  real  connection  to  the  canoni¬ 
cal  Scriptures  except  for  the 


names  of  Ms.  Winter’s  heroines 
and  a  few  similarities  to  biblical 
events. 

Your  writers  both  mentioned 
the  use  of  the  word  “sophia”  in  the 
songs  and  prayers  Ms.  Winter  had 
the  United  Methodist  clergy- 
women  repeating.  It  is  important 
that  your  readers  know  that  in  the 
litanies  handed  out  for  use  during 
those  sessions,  the  word  "sophia” 
was  always  spelled  with  an  upper¬ 
case  “S,”  thereby  indicating  that 
Ms.  Winter  and  the  clergy- 
women’s  consultation  planners 
considered  this  term  as  the  prop¬ 
er  name,  “Sophia.” 

Also,  not  only  was  the  name 
“Sophia"  used  in  prayer  and  song; 
the  Greek  goddess  of  the  earth, 
Gaia,  was  included  in  one  of  the 
litanies  in  this  manner:  “The  Spir¬ 
it  of  Gaia  knows  earth’s  needs. 
She  was  there  when  She  began  it.” 

The  use  of  the  names  of  two 
false  goddesses  in  services  at  a 
United  Methodist  clergy- 
women’s  consultation  is  in  direct 
defiance  of  The  Book  of  Disci¬ 
pline  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church,  Article  I,  “Of  Faith  in 
the  Holy  Trinity,”  which  says, 
“There  is  but  one  living  and  true 
God,  everlasting,  without  body  or 
parts,  of  infinite  power,  wisdom, 
and  goodness;  the  maker  and  pre¬ 
server  of  all  things,  both  visible 
and  invisible.  And  in  unity  of  this 
Godhead  there  are  three  persons, 
of  one  substance,  power,  and 
eternity — the  Father,  the  Son,  and 
the  Holy  Ghost.” 

It  was  especially  heartbreaking 


Letters 
to  the  Editor 

to  me  that  the  members  of  the 
planning  committee  of  this  con¬ 
sultation,  which  included  at  least 
one  bishop,  should  so  defy  God 
and  our  Methodist  traditions.  This 
was  a  leading  astray  of  the  leaders 
of  the  flock.  And  then  we  wonder 
why  the  flock  leaves  the  church. 

Patricia  B.  Looper 
Jonesboro,  Georgia 

Don't  re-invent  wheels 

While  world  evangelism  is 
spreading  like  wild  fire  (the  Holy 
Spirit  is  truly  at  work)  through 
indigenous  missionaries,  The 
United  Methodist  Church  works 
to  spend  money  via  its  own 
bureaucracy. 

While  Habitat  for  Humanity  is 
exploding  (here  and  abroad),  we 
are  investing  in  our  own  “Shalom 
Zones.” 

While  the  Holy  Spirit  is  bring¬ 
ing  a  revival  in  American  men 
through  Promise  Keepers,  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  staffers  say  “no 
comment.” 

We  do  not  need  to  reinvent 
wheels  when  God  has  already 
given  us  many. 

^Support  Habitat-with  time, 
mon^y. 

*  Support  Promise  Keep- 
ers-with  time,  money. 

*  Support  indigenous  mis- 
sions-with  time,  money. 

*  Quit  worrying  about  build¬ 
ing  the  conference  claim  num- 
bers-and  they  will  take  care  of 
themselves.  Have  faith! 

David  Pedersen 
Galesburg,  Illinois 
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'Do  rocks  go  to  heaven?'  I  said  'You  bet' 


By  C.  CHARLES  TEN  EYCK 

Youth  Sunday  School  class 
comes  up  with  the  dandiest  ques¬ 
tions.  They  are  always  thinking 
one  step  ahead  of  the  pack. 

Some  of  the  questions  they 
asked  were  designed  to  entrap, 
some  just  to  be  smart,  and  some 
sincerely  inquiring.  No  different 
from  many  adult  groups. 

There  was  one  question  that 
I’m  not  sure  of.  I  know  that  my 
answer  caught  some  by  surprise. 
I  even  surprised  myself.  I  share  it 
here  in  the  hope  that  it  will  entice 
us  to  go  deeper  in  our  spirituality. 

Sometimes  we  think  we  have 
all  the  answers  tied  up  in  a  neat 
package  and  we  simply  regurgi¬ 
tate  what  we  have  learned. 

Sometimes  the  Spirit  breaks  in 
and  leads  us  toward  new  discov¬ 
ery  and  creativity. 

At  any  rate,  the  question  was: 
“Do  animals  go  to  heaven?” 
Answer:  “Yes,  animals  go  to 


heaven.” 

Then  someone  decided  to  “get 
smart.” 

“What  about  rocks?  Do  they  go 
to  heaven?” 

“Yes,”  I  said  “rocks  go  to  heav¬ 
en.” 

Faces  showed  responses 

If  I  read  the  faces  in  that  Sun¬ 
day  school  class  correctly,  they 
revealed  several  responses. 

Some  were  saying  “Gee,  I  did 
not  know  that!”  and  “Is  he 
crazy?”  or  “That’s  interesting.” 

Some  were  saying  “I  don’t  like 
that  answer”  “Is  he  just  trying  to 
be  smart?”  “What’s  he  getting 
at?”  “I’m  really  confused.” 

The  class  demanded  an  expla¬ 
nation.  Here's  my  response: 

First,  God  created  the  heavens 
and  the  earth.  God  looked  at  cre¬ 
ation  and  said  that  it  was  good. 
God  loves  all  that  God  has  creat¬ 
ed.  That  includes  the  rocks  and  the 
animals. 


My  Witness 


The  Rev.  Charles 
Ten  Eyck  is  pastor 
of  Parkside  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist 
Church  in  East 
Rochester,  N.  Y. 
(Western  New 
York  Annual  Con¬ 
ference). 


Second,  in  John’s  Gospel  Jesus 
tells  us  that  he  came  to  save  the 
whole  world.  In  the  original  lan¬ 
guage  of  John’s  Gospel,  the  Greek 
word  that  we  translate  world  is 
cosmos. 

Now  cosmos  includes  the 
whole  created  universe.  “All  that 
is,  seen  and  unseen,”  as  the 
Nicene  Creed  reminds  us.  That 
includes  novas,  and  supernovas, 
black  holes,  planets,  moons,  flow- 
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ers,  animals,  and  rocks.  The  Bible 
tells  us  that  the  whole  cosmos  is 
fallen.  So,  the  whole  cosmos  must 
be  saved,  that  is,  restored  to  its 
original  purpose. 

Christ  came  not  just  to  restore 
human  beings  but  to  restore  the 
whole  cosmos  and  that  includes 
animals  and  rocks. 

Some  will  concede  on  the  ani¬ 
mals  but  others  will  object  that 
rocks  aren't  alive.  I  guess  that 
depends  on  what  you  consider 
alive. 

Science  has  demonstrated  that 
indeed  even  objects  that  seem 
hard  and  stationary  are  full  of  life. 

Everything  is  made  up  of 
atoms  with  their  subparticles 
swirling  around  their  nuclei. 

Electrons  resolve  around  the 
nucleus  of  rocks  exchanging  elec¬ 
trical  charges  with  other  electron¬ 


ics  resolving  around  other  nuclei. 

Further,  as  he  particles 
exchange  charges  they  give  off 
energy. 

Sounds  pretty  dynamic  and 
alive  to  me! 

Relationship  to  Christ 

Moreover,  the  gospel  doesn’t 
define  life  on  the  basis  of  blood 
pressure,  pulse  or  brain  waves.  It 
defines  life  in  terms  of  our  rela¬ 
tionship  to  Christ.  Apart  from 
Christ  there  is  no  life  in  us  at  all, 
even  though  we  may  be  walking 
and  talking  and  getting  straight 
A's  in  school. 

When  Jesus  was  making  his  tri¬ 
umphal  entry  into  Jerusalem  on 
Palm  Sunday  and  the  people  were 
shouting  praises  to  Jesus  “some  of 
the  Pharisees  in  the  crowd  said  to 
Jesus,  ‘Teacher,  rebuke  your  dis¬ 


ciples!”’ 

“I  tell  you,”  Jesus  replied,  “if 
they  keep  quiet,  the  stones  them¬ 
selves  will  cry  out”  (Luke  19:39- 
40). 

Now  if  the  stones  recognize  the 
Christ,  why  wouldn’t  they  be 
saved  too?  I  would  further  surmise 
that  God  will  judge  us  on  how  we 
have  treated  the  whole  of  creation. 

Christian  stewardship  of  the 
creation  rises  out  of  the  realiza¬ 
tion  that  creation  is  the  gift  of  God 
for  communion  with  God  and 
therefore  has  a  “sacramental”  role 
as  a  “means  of  grace.” 

God  blesses  everything  God 
creates,  and  this  means  that  God 
makes  all  creation  the  sign  and 
means  of  God’s  presence  and  wis¬ 
dom,  love  and  revelation:  “O  taste 
and  see  that  the  Lord  is  good” 
(Schmemann). 


Wanted:  Just  a  random  act  of 


The  letter  was  only  one  page, 
neatly  hand-written  on  a  common 
tablet  sheet — but  unsigned  and 
thus  not  acceptable  for  publica¬ 
tion  under  our  usual  “signed- 
only”  letters  policy. 

There  must  be  a  way,  I  thought, 
to  get  this  message  across.  So  I’m 
making  it  my  “Letter  from  the  edi¬ 
tor,”  to  wit: 

/  attend  the  Methodist  Church 
and  have  been  a  widow  for  almost 
5  years.  I  miss  going  to  church 
with  my  husband.  We  were  mar¬ 
ried  47  years. 

Why  isn’t  something  done 
about  having  someone  sit  with  an 
elderly  person  in  church?  Express 


concern. 

Make  it  a  random  act  of  kind¬ 
ness  for  your  day.  The  Lord  will 
bless  you. 

— A  Methodist  widow 

I  know  this  woman.  I’ve  seen 
her  in  church  lots  of  times — her 
and  several  others,  both  widows 
and  widowers.  I’ve  spoken  polite¬ 
ly  then  gone  on  to  my  usual  seat. 

“Let  them  sit  together,”  I  could 
argue.  “Maybe  they’ll  even  ‘make 
a  match.’” 

That’s  not  what  she’s  saying. 
All  she’s  asking  for  is  “a  random 
act  of  kindness”  with  a  guaranteed 
reward. 


kindness 
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Editor 


Sister,  you  got  my  attention 
even  if  you  didn't  sign  your  name 
and  address.  I  know  where  you  go 
to  church.  I’ll  see  you  there. 

-JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
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AGREEMENT:  Nelson  Price,  a 
United  Methodist  and  president 
of  V1SN,  told  the  Reporter  his 
agency  is  “pleased  that  the 
Faith& Values  Channel  will 
carry  the  Southern  Baptist  and 
ACTS  programming  in  our 
Fall  schedule.  We  continue  to 
negotiate  with  the  hope  and 
expectation  that  we  will  reach  a 
longer  term  agreement."  The 
Southern  Baptist  Radio  and  Tele¬ 
vision  Commission  had 
announced  an  agreement  with  the 
Faith  and  Values  channel  for 
ACTS  programming  to  continue 
on  the  cable  channel  through 
Dec.  31,  1995.  Earlier  the  Baptist 
agency’s  chief  executive  had  said 
that  Faith  and  Values  leaders  had 
not  negotiated  in  good  faith 
about  continuing  the  Southern 
Baptist  programming. 

REIMBURSEMENT:  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in 
Oklahoma  City,  damaged  April 
19  by  the  bombing  of  the  feder¬ 
al  building  across  the  street, 
may  be  eligible  for  federal 
reimbursement  as  a  result  of 
work  done  there  by  care  and 
response  givers.  An  earlier  rul¬ 
ing  from  the  Federal  Emergency 
Management  Agency  had  indi¬ 
cated  otherwise.  The  church  has 
applied  for  financial  assistance 
from  Oklahoma’s  Department  of 
Civil  Emergency  Management. 
Meanwhile,  denominational  sup¬ 
port  to  help  restore  or  rebuild  the 
church  tops  $168,000. 

CONNECTIONAL  ISSUES: 
Flexibility  at  the  local  church 
level  is  a  major  quality  of  the 
proposal  being  developed  by  the 
United  Methodist  Church’s 
Connectional  Issues  Task  Force, 
according  to  chairwoman  Bette 
Trumble  of  Springfield,  Neb. 

STOP  BUGET  CUTS:  Con¬ 
cerned  about  proposed  budget 
cuts  in  programs  for  children,  the 
poor  and  the  elderly,  30  bishops 
of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  signed  a  letter  to  key 
senators  last  week  urging  them 
to  limit  such  reductions.  The 
letter  was  sent  by  Bishop  F.  Her¬ 
bert  Skeete,  president  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries.  The  episcopal  leaders  said 
they  were  particularly  concerned 
about  the  impact  such  cuts  would 
have  on  93  United  Methodist 
national  mission  institutions, 
such  as  community  centers,  col¬ 
leges,  schools  and  residences  for 
women  and  children. 

HURRICANE  RELIEF:  The 

Caribbean  Conference  of 
Churches  has  issued  an  urgent 
appeal  for  assistance  following 
the  destruction  caused  by  Huri- 
cane  Luis.  The  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
(UMCOR)  has  established 
Emergency  Advance  No. 
982438-3,  Hurricane  Luis 
Relief,  for  contributions  to  relief 
efforts.  Among  the  items  needed 
are  tents,  cots,  blankets,  plastic 
sheeting,  water  and  water  purifi¬ 
cation  tablets,  chain  saws, 
gloves,  food,  toiletries  and  small 
mobile  generators. 

Bishop  Tutu 

By  NOEL  BRUYNS 

Ecumenical  News  International 

EAST  LONDON,  South 
Africa — The  Rev.  Desmond  Tutu, 
the  Anglican  Archbishop  of  Cape 
Town,  will  retire  next  June,  end¬ 
ing  an  era  of  church  leadership  in 
South  African  politics  and  society. 

An  outspoken  human  rights 
advocate  during  the  apartheid 
years  and  a  Nobel  Peace  Prize  lau¬ 
reate,  Archbishop  Tutu  will  spend 
a  year  on  sabbatical  leave  at  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist-related  Emory  Uni¬ 
versity  in  Atlanta. 

Emory  University  officials  said 
the  archbishop  will  spend  the 
1996-97  school  year  there  as  a 
visiting  professor.  He  will  teach 
some  classes,  speak  to  various 
groups,  study  and  write. 

His  media  officer,  John  Allen, 
told  Ecumenical  News  Internation¬ 
al  that  Archbishop  Tutu  might  then 
spend  another  year  in  the  U.S.,  as 
he  had  been  invited  to  be  visiting 
prelate  at  the  National  (Episcopal) 
Cathedral  in  Washington. 
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Finance  agency  won't  appeal  Weber  ruling 


Tax  items  NOT  affected  by  the  Weber  case 


The  Fourth  Federal  Circuit  Court’s  decision  on 
the  Weber  case  (see  accompanying  story)  will  have 
a  substantial  effect  on  clergy  income  taxes,  but 
many  tax  issues  remain  the  same.  These  are: 

v  Clergy  continue  to  be  considered  self- 
employed  for  purposes  of  Social  Security  and 
Medicare  taxes; 

S  Housing  allowances  remain  the  same; 

✓  Honoraria  income  (such  as  weddings  and 
funerals)  should  continue  to  be  reported  as  self- 
employment  income,  which  means  that  IRS  Sched¬ 
ule  C  may  be  used  for  deducting  the  expenses  for 
such  income; 

*  Churches  are  not  required  to  do  any  income 
withholding  but  they  may  do  voluntary  withholding 
at  the  request  of  an  IRS  W-4  form  by  clergy; 


•S  Accountable  expense  reimbursement  plans 
which  have  the  advantage  of  minimizing  the  effect 
of  losing  the  use  of  IRS  Schedule  C  may  be  estab¬ 
lished  for  an  employee. 

The  Weber  case  decision  did  not  change  United 
Methodist  polity.  Clergy  income  tax  filing  status 
for  federal,  state  or  local  income  does  not  deter¬ 
mine  clergy  status  for  church  purposes. 

This  decision  does  not  change  the  United 
Methodist  Book  of  Discipline  nor  does  it  alter  the 
historic  covenants  that  bind  annual  (regional  )  con¬ 
ferences,  clergy  and  congregations.  This  decision 
also  does  not  change  bishops'  appointive  powers 
or  procedures. 

—Source:  General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration 


By  DANIEL  R.  GANGLER 

Associate  Editor 

United  Methodism’s  church¬ 
wide  finance  agency  has  decided 
not  to  appeal  the  recent  federal 
appeals  court  ruling  that  minis¬ 
ters,  for  income  tax  purposes,  are 
employees  of  the  church  and  are 
not  self-employed. 

Will  pursue  amnesty 

Rather,  the  General  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration  will 
pursue  amnesty  for  pastors  who 
filed  as  “self-employed”  in  past 
income  tax  returns,  according  to 
Mary  Logan,  general  counsel  for 
the  agency  based  in  Evanston,  Ill. 

The  decision  not  to  appeal  was 
made  by  the  agency’s  legal 
responsibilities  committee  in  a 
teleconference  meeting  Aug.  29. 

Federal  appeals  court 

The  Fourth  Federal  Circuit 
Court  of  Appeals  last  month 
upheld  the  decision  of  a  federal 
tax  court  which  last  year  rejected 
the  “self-employed”  tax  status  of 
the  Rev.  Michael  D.  Weber,  a 
United  Methodist  pastor  in 
Stonewall,  N.C. 

The  legal  responsibilities  com¬ 


mittee,  chaired  by  Milwaukee 
attorney  Bill  White,  gave  seven 
reasons  for  not  taking  the  Weber 
case  to  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court: 

Seven  reasons  why 

1.  It  is  highly  unlikely  that  the 
Supreme  Court  would  hear  the 
case. 

2.  An  adverse,  unplanned  deci¬ 
sion  by  the  Supreme  Court  could 
contain  language  that  would  work 
against  the  church  in  any  other 
lawsuits. 

3.  Appeals  are  very  expensive. 

4.  Many  annual  conference 
(regional)  treasurers  advised  the 
council  not  to  pursue  the  appeal. 

5.  The  church  can  continue  to 
determine  how  it  defines  the 
employment  status  of  its  pastors. 

6.  Many  United  Methodist  pas¬ 
tors  with  reimbursement  plans 
will  be  better  off  because  of  the 
position  that  the  IRS  takes  regard¬ 
ing  the  taxability  of  fringe  bene¬ 
fits  to  self-employed  people. 

7.  Using  reimbursement  plans 
may  avoid  the  negative  tax  impli¬ 
cations  of  losing  the  use  of  IRS 
Schedule  C. 

The  finance  council  explained 
its  actions  in  a  statement  mailed 


Sept.  5  to  all  finance  council 
members,  bishops  and  top  region¬ 
al  conference  officials. 

In  the  statement,  Ms.  Logan 
said  that  because  of  its  decision 
not  to  pursue  the  Weber  case,  the 
legal  responsibilities  committee 
decided  to  “pursue  some  type  of 
amnesty  for  United  Methodist 
pastors,  who  have  filed  their 
income  tax  return  as  self- 
employed  in  good  faith  reliance 


was  the  correct  way  to  file.” 

Ms.  Logan  said  that  many 
problems  and  questions  have 
arisen  due  to  the  appellate  court’s 
decision  on  how  church  treasur¬ 
ers  should  handle  tax  forms  for 
the  remainder  of  the  year. 

A  Washington  consultant  is 
working  with  Ms.  Logan  in  reach¬ 
ing  solutions  to  these  transition 
issues. 

GCFA’s  legal  counsel  is  prepar¬ 


ing  tax  information  in  cooperation 
with  the  General  Board  of  Pen¬ 
sions  and  Health  Benefits.  Ms. 
Logan  said  that  information  will 
be  available  for  the  annual  meet¬ 
ing  of  conference  treasurers  Sept. 
18-23  in  Portland,  Ore. 

“The  package  will  provide 
practical  assistance  to  local 
church  treasurers  regarding 
reporting  requirements  for  1 995 
and  the  future,”  Ms.  Logan  said. 


Two  UM  students  help  unearth  Herod's  temple 


PHOTO  COURTESY  OF  EMORY  &  HENRY  COLLEGE 


CAESAREA,  Israel— Chris  Carlton,  a  senior  religion  major  at 
Emory  &  Henry  College,  pours  over  a  record  of  findings  at 
the  dig  in  which  he  and  others  unearthed  the  foundation  of 
Herod's  temple  to  Caesar  Augustus  and  the  Goddess  Roma. 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

Two  United  Methodist  college 
students  were  part  of  an  interna¬ 
tional  archeological  team  this 
summer  that  discovered  the  foun¬ 
dation  of  a  huge  temple  built  by 
Herod  the  Great  a  few  years 
before  the  birth  of  Jesus. 

The  find  has  been  billed  in 
archeological  circles  as  one  of  the 
most  exciting  in  recent  years. 

Herod’s  temple  to  August  Cae¬ 
sar  and  the  Goddess  Roma  stood 
above  the  Mediterranean  port  city 
Caesarea  Maritima  (Caesar’s  City 
on  the  Sea)  for  more  than  a  thou¬ 
sand  years  after  it  was  completed. 

The  two  students — Chris  Carl¬ 
ton  of  Clintwood,  Va.,  and  Brent 
Livingood  of  Ooltewah,  Tenn. — 
are  senior  religion  majors  at  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist-related  Emory  & 
Henry  College  in  Emory,  Va.  Each 
plans  to  attend  seminary  after 
graduation. 

Professor  inspired  them 

The  students  were  inspired  to 
join  the  expedition  by  Emory  & 
Henry  professor  Maurice  Luker’s 
biblical  archeology  class. 

Men  and  women  volunteers 
from  the  universities  of  Maryland 
and  Oklahoma  and  Wake  Forest 
University  and  the  University  of 
Haifa  in  Israel  joined  the  expedi¬ 
tion  which  was  formed  in  1972. 

Eventually,  the  expedition  will 
excavate  all  8,000  acres  of  Cae¬ 
sarea,  some  30  miles  north  of  Tel 
Aviv  on  the  Mediterranean  coast. 
So  far,  some  30  acres  have  been 
unearthed. 

Mr.  Carlton  and  Mr.  Livingood 
lived  with  the  other  volunteers  in 
a  sports  complex  about  a  mile  and 
a  half  from  the  site. 

Each  morning,  they  were  up  at 
4:45,  ate  a  couple  of  cookies  then 
walked  to  the  site  to  start  digging 
in  the  trenches  by  5  a.m. — before 
the  Middle  Eastern  heat  became 


unbearable. 

At  8:30  a.m.,  they  breakfasted 
on  green  olives,  cucumbers, 
tomatoes  and  fish. 

They  worked  again  until  12:30, 
then  had  the  afternoon  free  for 
swimming,  sightseeing,  lectures 
or  workshops. 

Mr.  Carlton  said  that  watching 
archeology  documentaries  on 
television  didn’t  prepare  him  for 
life  on  a  real  dig. 

It’s  much  “hotter,  dirtier,  hard¬ 
er  and  much,  much  slower,”  he 
said,  laughing. 

Yet,  the  rewards  of  digging  and 
siftings  through  layers  of  time 
were  worth  it,  he  said. 

“We  were  moving  a  lot  of  dirt," 
Mr.  Carlton  said,  “and  found 
coins  and  pieces  of  pottery. 

“The  second  day  we  uncovered 
a  crusader  road,"  Mr.  Livingood 
said.  “It  was  real  exciting, 

“Two  weeks  later,  we  uncov¬ 
ered  part  of  the  temple  platform 
(an  eight  to  nine  feet  high  founda¬ 
tion  of  four  layers  of  stone),”  he 
said.  “Suddenly  the  textbooks 
came  alive.” 

Brings  Scripture  to  life 

And  it  helped  bring  people  of 
the  New  Testament  to  life  for  the 
students  as  well.  Herod  the  Great 
and  his  son  Herod  Antipas  walked 
in  Caesarea  where  Pontius  Pilate 
governed  and  the  apostle  Paul  was 
imprisoned.  Much  later,  accord¬ 
ing  to  legend,  crusaders  searched 
for  the  Holy  Grail  there. 

Although  Herod  the  Great  was 
notorious  for  his  cruelty,  he  was  a 
master  builder. 

Caesarea  was  the  capital  of  the 
Roman  Province  of  Judea.  It  was 
a  Roman  jewel  of  a  city,  set  in 
emerald  farmland.  Herod’s  archi¬ 
tects  designed  magnificent  tem¬ 
ples,  theaters,  public  squares  and 
a  race  track. 

The  city  was  resplendant  with 
elegant  mosaics  and  fine  statuary. 

The  harbor  was  a  marvel  of 


technology  and  design  for  its  time. 
Concrete  pilings  were  poured 
under  water.  Six  colossal  bronze 
statues  guarded  its  entrance  and 
welcomed  Roman  galleons  and 
other  trading  ships  from  through¬ 
out  the  Mediterranean. 

Above  it  on  an  artificial  hill 
stood  Herod’s  temple  to  Augustus 
Caesar  and  the  Goddess  Roma. 

“Herod  wanted  it  to  be  high 


overlooking  the  harbor,”  Mr. 
Carlton  said,  “so  ships  would  see 
it  as  they  came  in. 

"Byzantine  Christians  de¬ 
stroyed  it,"  he  said.  “Nothing  was 
left  but  the  foundation.” 

Editor's  note:  King  Herod's 
Dream:  Caesarea  on  the  Sea  by 
Kenneth  C.  Hotum  and  Robert  L. 
Elohlfelder  was  a  source  for  this 
article. 


Students 
caught  in 
uprising 

Two  United  Methodist  college 
students  who  were  studying  the 
past  in  Israel  last  summer  were 
abruptly  jerked  into  the  present 
when  they  were  caught  in  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  a  Palestinian  uprising. 

Chris  Carlton  and  Brent  Livin¬ 
good,  seniors  at  United 
Methodist-related  Emory  & 
Henry  College  (see  related  story 
at  left),  were  sightseeing  in  the  old 
city  of  Jerusalem  when  the  upris¬ 
ing  occurred. 

“I  was  sitting  on  the  steps  out¬ 
side  the  Damascus  Gate  when  it 
happened,”  Mr.  Carlton  told  the 
Reporter. 

“A  Jew  was  stabbed  by  some 
Palestinian  youths.  Then  the 
Israeli  soldiers  moved  in.  The 
Palestinians  threw  rocks  and  bot¬ 
tles  at  them  and  set  a  couple  of 
cars  on  fire,”  he  said. 

“The  soldiers  didn’t  open  fire 
but  they  roughed  the  Palestinians 
up  pretty  good  by  shoving  them 
back  with  their  gun  butts.” 

Mr.  Livingood,  who  was 
“smack  in  the  middle”  of  the 
uproar,  said  he  really  couldn't  see 
what  was  happening  in  all  of  the 
confusion. 

“I  just  stood  there  with  a  cam¬ 
era  in  one  hand  and  a  Popsicle  in 
the  other,”  he  said. 

Mr.  Livingood,  who  said  he  was 
not  hurt  in  the  melee,  also  said  he 
loves  to  travel. 

He  has  participated  in  several 
mission  trips  to  Central  America,  he 
said,  but  Israel  was  the  most  inter¬ 
esting  place  he  had  been — to  put  it 
mildly. 

-DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 


plans  retirement,  year  at  Emory 


President  Mandela  needed  "to  have  someone  to 
give  him  his  slippers  and  someone  on  whose 
shoulders  he  can  cry." 

—Desmond  Tutu 


Archbishop  Tutu,  who  has 
written  several  books,  has  anoth¬ 
er  book  contract  and  also  plans  to 
write  a  book  about  Christ’s  Trans¬ 
figuration. 

Mr.  Allen  said  that  when  the 
archbishop  and  his  wife  returned 
to  South  Africa,  they  would  move 
back  to  Soweto  outside  Johannes- 

So  your  choir 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

So  your  church  choir  wants  to 
sing  at  General  Conference  in 
Denver  April  16-26.  Here  are 
steps  to  take  to  be  considered. 

Any  existing  musical  group  in 
the  local  church — choir,  quartet 
or  other  small  group — is  invited 
to  send  audition  tapes  along  with 
a  photograph  or  video  tape  of  the 
group  to  the  General  Conference 
music  directors  for  consideration. 

The  audio  tape  should  include 
samples  of  three  different  kinds  of 
music  from  the  following  styles: 


burg,  where  he  would  “perhaps 
write  another  book”  and  might 
take  up  “some  teaching  ministry.” 

In  post-apartheid  South  Africa, 
Archbishop  Tutu's  role  has 
changed  significantly.  Previous¬ 
ly,  he  received  extensive  media 
coverage  for  his  attacks  on  the 
apartheid  regime.  These  days, 

wants  to  sing 

gospel,  chorale,  Eastertide  an¬ 
them.  hymn  arrangement  of  a  Wes¬ 
leyan  hymn  or  music  focusing  on 
the  General  Conference  theme — 
"In  Essentials  Unity,  In  Others 
Diversity,  In  All  Things  Charity." 

No  selection  should  be  longer 
than  five  minutes. 

Audition  tapes  must  be 
received  by  Oct.  15,  and  two 
copies  are  required.  One  tape 
should  be  sent  to  S.T.  Kimbrough 
Jr.,  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  475  Riverside 
Drive,  Room  1365,  New  York, 
NY  10115. 


however,  he  is  quoted  both  on 
national  issues  and,  frequently,  on 
more  mundane  matters. 

His  views  on  the  pending 
divorce  of  President  Nelson  Man¬ 
dela  from  his  wife,  Winnie,  were 
roundly  attacked  by  the  African 
National  Congress's  Women's 
League.  Archbishop  Tutu  was  sad¬ 
dened  by  the  divorce  but  said  it 
was  a  logical  step.  President  Man¬ 
dela  needed  “to  have  someone  to 
give  him  his  slippers  and  someone 
on  whose  shoulders  he  can  cry." 

But,  overall.  Archbishop  Tutu 
commands  respect  in  South 
Africa. 

in  Denver? 

The  other  tape  should  be  sent 
to  Cynthia  Wilson-Felder,  Ben 
Hill  United  Methodist  Church, 
2099  Fairbum  Road,  SW.  Atlanta, 
G  A  30331. 

Choirs  or  other  groups  invited 
to  sing  at  the  conference  must  be 
able  to  provide  their  own  trans¬ 
portation  to  Denver  and  to  afford 
their  own  expenses  while  there 
including  housing,  meals  and 
other  expenses. 

The  decision  about  what  choirs 
or  groups  will  be  invited  to  appear 
at  General  Conference  will  be 
announced  Dec.  1 . 


Schermer’s  Specialty 

Pecans 


What  a  great  way  to  raise  $450  to 
$5,000  ...  all  the  money  you  need! 


Get  ready  for  your  greatest  fund  raising  drive  ever  with  delicious 
Schermer's  Specialty  Pecans!  Used  by  millions  for  cooking 
Thanksgiving  and  Christmas  Holiday  dishes  and  desserts  or  just  plain 
nutritious  snacking-PECANS  go  fast.  They  are  a  natural  food  snack 
almost  everyone  likes  so  they  practically  sell  themselves  You  are 
guaranteed  that  only 

the  very  best  of  our  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ^ 

ripened-to-perfection.  J  Free  Information  -  Schermer's  Specialty  Pecans  1 

pecans  harvested  in  J  OyES!  Our  group  is  interested  in  raising  money  selling  I 

October  make  the  I  Pecans  Please  rush  Free  information  on  how  to  sell  Pecans  for  | 

.  ,  |  fund  raising 

grade  to  become  I 

SCHERMER'S  PECAN  I  '**>"' - Title -  j 

FUND  RAISERS.  I  Group  ,  N.mc  _  j 

|  Ynur  Addrcv. _ _  j 


Your  Tclcphur 
Date  of  Sale  _ 


Return  to  Schermer’s  Specialty  Pecans 
P.O.  Box  3650.  Albany.  GA  31 706-3650 


use  order  form  or  call 
1-800-841-3403 

(GA  residents  call  collect  0-912-888-1143) 

Schermer’s  Specialty  Pecans 

P.O.  Box  3650,  Albany.  GA  31706-3650 
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Faith  at  work 
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Faith 

Connections 

.From  news  and  staff  reports  y 

KOREAN  CONFERENCE: 
Approximately  30  Korean 
American  clergy  women  voted 
recently  to  oppose  an  effort  to 
create  three  Korean-specific 
conferences  in  the  denomina¬ 
tion.  They  did  this  during  the 
recent  international  convocation 
for  United  Methodist  clergy- 
women.  The  proposal  is  report¬ 
edly  being  prepared  for  the  1996 
General  Conference,  the  church’s 
top  legislative  body,  by  a  nation¬ 
al  committee  on  United 
Methodist  Korean-American 
ministries. 

BMCR  SELECTS:  Black 
Methodists  for  Church  Renew¬ 
al  has  named 
Anna  Dirl,  a 
lay  w  oman  from 
Knoxville, 

Tenn.,  and  a  for¬ 
mer  Urban 
League  project 
manager  and  for¬ 
mer  community 
developer  with 
the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries’ National  Division,  to 
be  its  new  executive  director. 

CHILDREN'S  VILLAGE: 

Despite  chaos  caused  by  the 
forced  expulsion  of  thousands 
of  Rw  andan  refugees  from 
camps  in  Goma,  Uvira  and 
Bukavu.  Zaire,  United 
Methodist  volunteers  have  con¬ 
tinued  work  on  a  “Children’s 
Village”  in  Goma.  The  expul¬ 
sions — totalling  an  estimated 
15,000  people — left  an  even 
greater  number  of  children  and 
youths  than  was  first  anticipated 
wandering  the  streets  unaccom¬ 
panied. 

RECLAIM  GOSSIP:  Inelle  C. 
Bagwell,  a  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  Women’s  Divi¬ 
sion  vice  president  for  Christian 
Social  Relations,  told  United 
Methodist  women  meeting  in 
Nashville  last  month  that 
women  need  to  reclaim  the 
word  “gossip”  because  it  was 
formed  from  “god  and  “sib.” 
She  said  that  when  women  begin 
to  gossip  and  talk,  they  tell  their 
stories,  speak  their  pain,  share 
things  they  know  and  help  shape 
the  future  for  change. 

HAITIAN  VIM  TEAMS:  The 
Haitian  Methodist  Church  is 
seeking  volunteers-in-mission 
teams  to  repair,  build  or  com¬ 
plete  construction  of  churches 
there.  For  more  information  con¬ 
tact  the  Rev.  Deane  Williams  at 
(216)  336-6689.  Teams  also  are 
needed  to  respond  to  needs  of 
Rwandan  and  Burundian 
refugees  in  Africa.  For  informa¬ 
tion  contact  Richard  Williams  at 
(212)  870-3659. 


CHILDREN'S  COORDINATOR  Fuikiroe  for 
urban  Christian  ministry.  College  degree  with  rel¬ 
evant  experience  with  central  city  children  need¬ 
ed.  Responsibilities:  supervising  staff  and 
academic,  dtscrpleship,  recreation  programs.  Out¬ 
reach  affiliated  with  the  United  Methodist 
Church  and  will  indude  Sunday  morning  respon¬ 
sibilities.  Send  resume  and  salary  requirements 
to:  Emerald  Avenue  Urban  Youth  Foundation, 
1620  N.  Central  KnopcviHe.TN  37917, _ 

FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  OF 
South  Miami,  Coral  Gables,  Florida,  is  receiving 
applications  for  a  full-time  Director  of  Program 
Ministries.  Responsibilities  wiD  indude  to  devise, 
develop  and  implement  program  ministries  for 
the  congregation  and  the  lai^r  community.  Col¬ 
lege  degree  required  and  professional  degree  in 
ministry  highly  desired.  Bitingual  helpful  but  not 
required.  Salary  negotiable.  Send  letter  of  applica¬ 
tion,  resume  and  references  to:  Rev.  Dr.  Malta  J. 
Burke.  6565  Red  Road,  Coral  Gables,  FL  33143. 
Deadline  for  applications,  September  30,  1995. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES,  lull¬ 
time  for  2800-member  church.  Manage  dynamic 
music  program  involving  280  and  staff  of  five. 
Music  degree  and  8  years  musical  experience  in¬ 
cluding  managing  comprehensive  music  pro¬ 
gram.  musical  performance  and  directing.  Strong 
personal  Christian  commitment  and  interperson¬ 
al  skills  required.  Benefit  package.  Salary  based 
on  qualifications  Respond  to:  Jack  Ulmer,  Su 
Paul’s  UMC,  P.O.  Box  2065,  Cedar  Rapids  IA 
52406-2065.  Application  deadline:  102/95. _ 

PROGRAM  DIRECTOR  for  growing  suburban 
church.  Self-motivated  person  to  develop  and 
oversee  various  ministries  Full  or  part-time  flexi¬ 
bility.  send  resume  and  salary  requirements  to: 
Reverend  Kent  Bailey.  Malesus  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church.  448  Old  Malesus  Road,  Jackson,  TN 
38301.  Position  available  January  1, 1996. _ 

FULL-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR,  good 
first  experience.  Must  relate  well  to  youth  and 
have  enough  energy  to  keep  up  with  50  youth 
in  700-mcmber  church.  United  Methodist  ex¬ 
perience  helpful.  Contact:  Dr.  Tim  Brewer, 
814  North  San  .Antonio  Street.  Port  Lavaca, 
TX  77979.  (512)552-7434. _ 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES  and 
member  of  collegial  staff  1400-member  church 
on  beautiful  Mississippi  coasL  Adult,  youth,  chil¬ 
dren  choral  and  handbells  praise  band,  spirit- 
led,  exciting,  dynamic  worship  emphasized. 
Unusual  number  of  volunteer/professional 
church  musicians  in  congregation  and  on  music 
ministry  leadership  team.  Formal  training  neces¬ 
sary.  Attitudes  most  important1  Must  be  “people 
person”  as  well  as  a  “music  person!”  Priority 
placed  on  demonstrated  experience  and  effec¬ 
tiveness.  Knowledge  of  electronics  helpful.  Trin¬ 
ity  Church.  Gulfport,  Mississippi  is  fastest 
growing  UMC  in  area.  500  +  in  worship  and 
290+  in  Sunday  School  Call  Pastor  Hunter, 
church  (601 )  863-271 7  or  home  (601 )  863-9727, 

CHURCH  SEEKS  EXUBERANT,  yet  mature 
youth  director  (fulkime  position).  Required:  high 
Christian  character  and  commitment  trustworthi¬ 
ness  (by  parents  and  youth)  Desirable  (not  re¬ 
quired)  uAgc  degree  and  training  m  Christian 
education.  Resume  by  September  20.  Youth  Direc¬ 
tor,  Bor  872,  Uvalde,  TX  78801.  Fax:  (210)  278- 
7881 ,  attn:  Sandra. 


Anna  Dirl 


Korean  Methodist  Church  rose  out  of  ashes 


flic  Way  of  the  Cross 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

SEOUL,  Korea — The  Method¬ 
ist  Church  has  risen  out  of  the 
ashes  of  the  Korean  War  to  be 
what  it  is  today — large,  dynamic, 
fervent  and  wealthy. 

It's  the  wealth  that  bothers  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  missionary  Gene 
Matthews  who  has  served  in  the 
country  for  more  than  40  years. 

He  is  quick  to  praise  the  church 
for  its  tremendous  achievements 
and  growth  but  at  the  same  time 
expresses  “dismay”  that  it  is 
becoming  “self  centered”  and 
ignoring  the  “very  heart  of  the 
gospel." 

“It’s  hard  to  explain,"  he  said 
in  a  recent  interview  with  United 
Metjiodist  News  Service. 

“I  admit  to  having  some  nostal¬ 
gia  for  the  past  when  people  in 
Korean  society,  dreadfully  poor, 
looked  out  for  each  other.  Today 
Korean  society  is  more  self-cen¬ 
tered,  characterized  by  personal 
greed  and  fierce  competitiveness." 

In  an  attempt  to  explain  how 


this  attitude  car¬ 
ries  over  into  the 
church,  Mr. 

Matthews  tells  of 
two  beggars  he 
befriended  as  he 
walked  to  and  — 
from  work. 

One  was  a  ragged,  unkempt 
woman,  the  last  remaining  member 
of  her  family.  Another  was  a  rowdy, 
somewhat  deranged  old  man  who 
would  jump  out  of  nowhere  and 
scare  neighborhood  children  or 
unsuspecting  passersby. 

Through  the  years,  Mr. 
Matthews  said,  he  became  a 
friend  to  both. 

“I  would  always  stop  and  visit 
with  the  old  woman  and  give  her 
a  few  coins.  One  day  she 
motioned  for  me  to  come  closer 
and  she  kissed  my  hand.  I  realized 
what  she  valued  most  was  not  the 
little  money  I  gave  her  but  just  my 
being  with  her,  taking  time  for  her. 
She  was  truly  alone." 

“That’s  what  the  Gospel  is,” 


"Churches  have  to  find  a  way  to  relate  to  the 
poor— to  be  with  them ,  to  be  a  part  of  them." 

—Gene  Matthews 


Mr.  Matthews  said  passionately. 
"We  hold  our  hands  out  to  God. 
He  doesn’t  drop  coins  but  comes 
into  the  world  to  be  with  us. 

"The  gospel  aligns  itself  with 
the  poor.”  he  continued. 

“Churches  have  to  find  a  way 
to  relate  to  the  poor — to  be  with 
them,  to  be  a  part  of  them." 

The  other  beggar  jumped  out  at 


Mr.  Matthews 
as  he  walked  to 
work  early  one 
morning. 

"I  remember 
the  day  well,” 
— — Mr.  Matthews 
recalls.  “It  was  April  1  and  out 
jumps  this  old  man,  shouting, 
’Today  is  the  day  Jesus  died  for 
us!'  It  was  Good  Friday  and  I  had 
forgotten!  It  took  an  old  beggar  to 
remind  me  that  Jesus  died  for  us.” 

Too  often  the  church  excludes 
people,  Mr.  Matthews  said. 

Internationally,  the  Korean 
church  has  become  a  model  to  be 


copied.  Numerical  growth  during 
the  past  two  decades  has  been 
phenomenal.  Kwang  Lim  Church 
in  Seoul,  with  75,000  members,  is 
the  largest  Methodist  congrega¬ 
tion  in  the  world. 

The  Assemblies  of  God-relat¬ 
ed  Full  Gospel  Church  in  Seoul  is 
the  largest  congregation  in  the 
world  with  participation  reported 
to  be  more  than  a  half  million. 

Seoul  also  boasts  the  largest 
Presbyterian  Church  in  the  world. 

Unfortunately,  according  to 
Mr.  Matthews,  the  success  of  the 
churches  is  as  superficial  as  the 
growth  in  the  nation. 


Prof  says  few  Hispanics 
can  afford  UMC  brand 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

ST.  SIMONS  ISLAND,  Ga.— 
Too  many  people  can  not  afford 
the  United  Methodist  brand  of 
Christianity,  warned  a  seminary 
professor  during  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  third  historical  convocation 
Aug.  24-28. 

The  Rev.  Justo  Gonzalez,  edi¬ 
tor  of  Wesley  works  in  Spanish 
translation  and  a  professor  at 
Columbia  Theological  Seminary 
in  Decatur,  Ga.,  noted  that  most 
Hispanics  in  the  United  States  are 
poor. 

"The  fact  is  that  very  few  His¬ 
panics — in  fact,  very  few  poor 
people  of  whatever  race  or  cul¬ 
ture — actually  can  afford  to  be 
United  Methodists,”  declared  the 
Cuban-bom  clergy  member  of  the 
denomination’s  Rio  Grande 
(Spanish-language)  Annual  Con¬ 
ference. 

In  a  keynote  speech  for  the 


Kenyan  Methodists 
build  new  university 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

NAIROBI,  Kenya — A  new 
university  for  African  Methodists 
is  expected  to  open  come  Oct.  1 

Kenya  Methodist  University 
will  begin  its  first  academic  year 
with  students  majoring  in  theolo¬ 
gy  and  business  administration. 

The  school  is  related  to  the 
autonomous  Methodist  Church  of 
Kenya. 

Kenyan  Methodist  leaders  say 
the  university’s  purpose  is  to  train 
people  beyond  basic  education. 
They  contend  that  the  institution 
will  “open  before  students  the 
foundation  of  wisdom — a  knowl¬ 
edge  of  the  Living  God.” 

The  university  campus  is  in 
Meru,  Kenya,  some  180  miles 
from  the  capital  city  of  Nairobi.  It 
is  being  constructed  on  the  site  of 
the  former  Kaaga  Rural  Training 
Center. 

The  54-acre  campus  has  a 
classroom  building,  dining  hall, 
staff  housing  and  other  support¬ 
ing  facilities. 

Bishop  Lawi  Imathiu,  a  devel¬ 
opment  director  for  the  institu¬ 
tion,  said  the  creation  of  a 
Methodist-related  university  in 
Kenya  has  been  his  dream  and  the 
dream  of  his  denomination  for 
decades. 

"It  is  our  hope  that  whoever  we 
train  will  seek  to  be  self 
employed,  not  always  dependent 
on  others  for  their  financial  sup¬ 
port,"  said  Bishop  Imathiu. 

A  former  president  of  the 
World  Methodist  Council,  Bish¬ 
op  Imathiu  will  also  be  a  distin¬ 
guished  professor  of  evangelism. 

The  Kenyan  bishop  told  the 
Reporter  that  he  is  aware  that 
some  United  Methodists  fear  the 
Kenyans’  starting  another  univer¬ 
sity  in  Africa  so  soon  after  the 
1993  opening  of  United 
Methodist-related  Africa  Univer¬ 
sity  in  Zimbabwe. 

He  responded  by  saying  that 
people  must  be  reminded  that 
Africa  still  has  thousands  of 
young  people  needing  a  good  edu¬ 
cation. 

“The  demand  for  higher  educa¬ 
tion  is  expanding  faster  than  the 
growth  rate  of  the  public  univer- 


Bishop  joins  President  in  50th 
anniversary  of  WWII  ending 


Study  of  United  Methodism  and 
American  Culture,  Dr.  Gonzalez 
said  the  denomination  invests 
resources  for  church  development 
in  areas  where  the  congregation  is 
expected  to  become  most  quickly 
“viable." 

The  study,  funded  by  the  Lilly 
Endowment,  is  a  four-year  project 
of  the  United  Methodist-related 
Duke  University  Divinity  School. 

Dr.  Gonzalez  said  the  United 
Methodist  Church  "ends  up  prac¬ 
ticing  what  amounts  to  ecclesias¬ 
tical  redlining” — a  financial  prac¬ 
tice  that  discriminates  against  the 
residents  of  certain  neighbor¬ 
hoods. 

“What  I  find  surprising  is  that 
this  point,  that  is  so  obvious  for 
those  of  us  who  look  at  life  in 
Methodism  from  the  perspective 
of  other  cultural  experiences,  does 
not  seem  to  be  noticed  by  the  vast 
majority  of  United  Methodists," 
he  said. 


By  KATE  SANTA  COLOMA 

United  Methodist  Slews  Service 

WHITE  PLAINS,  N.Y.— Trav¬ 
eling  on  Air  Force  One,  Bishop 
and  Mrs.  James.  K.  Mathews  of 
the  New  York  Area  recently 
accompanied  President  and  Mrs. 
Clinton  to  Honolulu  to  participate 
in  events  commemorating  the 
50th  anniversary  of  the  end  of 
World  War  II. 

Bishop  and  Mrs.  Mathews 
were  part  of  a  small  group  of  spe¬ 
cial  guests  of  the  president  select¬ 
ed  to  be  part  of  the  anniversary 
itinerary  in  Hawaii. 

Having  served  in  World  War  II 
as  a  major,  the  bishop  was  asked  to 
represent  the  veterans  of  that  war — 
living  and  dead — as  well  as  to 
introduce  the  president  at  the  con¬ 
cluding  worship  service  Sept.  3. 

"It  was  a  dignified  and  patriot¬ 
ic  experience,"  Bishop  Mathews 
said.  “The  event  didn’t  celebrate 
victory  so  much  as  it  did  peace, 
and  it  didn't  focus  on  the  past  but 
rather  the  future.  The  emphasis 
was  on  closure  of  animosity 
against  the  'enemies'  at  that  time, 
and  the  need  to  now  live  together 
as  one  global  family.” 

The  weekend’s  final  event  was 
the  worship  service  Sunday  where 
Bishop  Mathews  introduced  the 
president.  The  bishop  recalled 
that  the  nation  had  joined  as  one 
to  oppose  oppression  and  to  strive 
for  deliverance. 

“All  this  was  long  ago,  yet  for 
us,  not  so  long  ago,"  he  said. 

He  then  listed  things  remem¬ 
bered  by  him  and  others  who  sur¬ 
vived  those  difficult  war  years: 
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Bishop  and  Mrs.  James  K.  Mathews  of  the  New  York  Area 
accompanied  the  President  and  Mrs.  Clinton  to  Honolulu. 


”...  our  Creator,  who  sustains  us, 
who  is  the  God  of  peace  and  the 
author  of  liberty;  ”...  the  infamy 
once  visited  upon  this  very  place; 
"...  those  who.  in  unsuspecting 
sadness,  yielded  their  lives  here — 
and  made  this  soil  sacred  by  their 
sacrifices;  "...  the  millions  of 
others  who  likewise  paid  with 
their  lives  the  price  of  justice  and 
liberty — all  laying  costly  sacrifice 
upon  the  altar  of  freedom;  "... 
those  who  still  rest  in  oceans  deep, 
or  in  jungles  vast,  or  on  hostile 
rock-strewn  mountainside,  or  per¬ 
haps  entombed  forever  in  eternal 
Himalayan  snows;  ”...  that  if 


there  are  ends  worth  living  for. 
there  are  things  worth  dying  for." 

Air  Force  Lieutenant  General 
Claude  M.  Kicklighter,  coordina¬ 
tor  of  the  50th  anniversary  events 
held  around  the  world  throughout 
1995,  initially  approached  Bish¬ 
op  Mathews  for  advice  on  the 
concluding  worship  service  in 
Honolulu  and  subsequently  asked 
the  bishop  to  participate. 

Ms.  SantaColoma  is  editor  of 
The  Vision,  monthly  newspaper 
published  by  The  United 
Methodist  Reporter  for  the  New 
York  regional  annual  conference. 
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Bishop  Lawi  Imathiu  is  a 
development  director  for  the 
new  Methodist  University  in 
Kenya  (see  story  to  left). 

sity  system,”  said  the  bishop. 
“Thousands  of  qualified  students 
are  not  attending  universities 
because  there  is  no  place  for  them 
to  go. 

“You  cannot  bury  your  head  in 
the  sand  and  say  'Things  are  okay 
in  Kenya’  when  they  are  not. 

“Starting  a  Kenya  Methodist 
University  does  not  mean  that  we 
are  not  supporting  Africa  Univer¬ 
sity  in  Zimbabwe,"  he  continued. 
"In  fact,  this  project  will  strength¬ 
en  all  our  Methodist-related 
schools." 

The  bishop  added  that  he  and 
Kenyan  Methodist  Presiding 
Bishop  Zablon  Nthamburi  have 
insisted  that  the  money  for  the 
school  come  first  from  Kenyans. 
Then  Kenyan  Methodists  could 
begin  soliciting  funds  outside  of 
the  country. 

To  date,  an  equivalent  of 
$140,000  U.S.  has  been  raised  for 
the  Kenyan  university. 

Besides  the  departments  of  the¬ 
ology  and  business,  it  is  expected 
eventually  to  have  departments  of 
education,  agriculture,  science 
and  technology,  home  economics, 
and  health  sciences. 

Kenya  Methodists  are  also 
enlisting  the  help  of  Americans  to 
volunteer  for  teaching  positions 
or  “Harambee  Work  and  Ministry 
Teams.”  The  Swahili  word 
“harambee”  means  “working 
together.” 

Teams  will  do  short-term  mis¬ 
sion  work  on  the  campus. 


*r  As  you  walk  in  the  footsteps 
of  Jesus,  you’ll  see  where  he 
carried  the  cross,  and  watch  as 
two  thousand  years  of  history 
unfold  as  if  it  happened  only 
yesterday.  And  you’ll  realize 
that  everything  you  see  will  he 
forever  etched  in  your  memory. 
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In  Tm  Land  Whiri  Jus  us  Was  Born, 
Your  Simrit  Wii.i.  Soar. 


When  you  walk  through 
Israel,  you  will  feel  things 
you  never  felt  before. 
The  wonder  of  traveling 
through  the  home  of  Jesus  of 
Nazareth.  And  the  amaze¬ 
ment  at  the  heights  to  which 
your  spirit  can  soar  after 
visiting  the  Land  of  the  Bible. 

IS  R  A  £  L 

NO  ONE  BELONGS  HERE  MORE  THAN  YOU 


Israel  Ministry  of  Tourism,  North  America 

New  York,  l  ltk.it;<>.  I  Xill.is,  I  ns  Anjjeles.  lornitto 

hit  iniorm.ition  call  1-800-596-1199 
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Disabled  pilot  to  fly  around  the 
world  on  an  awareness  mission 


By  MARGARET  DeBORD  ANSLEY 

NASHVILLE — Can  a  disabled  pilot  fly  a 
single-engine  plane  around  the  world  alone? 

A  paraplegic  Gulf  War  veteran,  currently 
preparing  for  such  a  solo  flight,  will  find  out 
next  summer. 

His  purpose:  to  heighten  awareness  that 
people  with  disabilities  can  break  barriers  and 
achieve  greatness. 

If  successful,  the  Southern  Baptist  will  be 
the  first  paraplegic  pilot  to  accomplish  this 
tour  with  a  west  to  east  navigation,  according 
to  International  Wheelchair  Aviators. 

Became  paralyzed 

Brian  M.  Jones,  the  youngest  son  of  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  missionaries,  who  became  para¬ 
lyzed  from  the  waist  down  in  a  1991  motor¬ 
cycle  accident,  plans  to  take  off  in  his  private 
plane  from  Nashville  on  July  1,  1996.  He 
chose  the  date  to  celebrate  the  sixth  anniver¬ 
sary  of  the  Americans  with  Disabilities  Act. 

Mr.  Jones’s  two-week  course  will  take  him 
over  Los  Angeles,  Anchorage,  Tokyo,  Hong 
Kong,  Cairo,  Athens,  Rome,  Paris,  London 
and  New  York. 

The  only  aircraft  modification  he  requires 
is  a  hand-control  rudder  and  brake  device. 

“Some  people  think  I’m  crazy  for  attempt¬ 
ing  this  trip  in  a  single-engine  prop  [plane],” 
says  Mr.  Jones,  “But  I’ve  always  considered 
God  my  co-pilot,"  he  said,  echoing  the  famous 
phrase  of  World  War  II  pilots. 

Believes  in  his  mission 

Mr.  Jones  believes  in  his  mission  so  much 
that  he’s  willing  to  finance  the  $180,000 
excursion  himself.  He  sought  sponsors  while 
completing  his  master’s  degree  in  business 
administration  at  Vanderbilt  University  last 
spring  and  continues  to  raise  funds  and  to  seek 
a  hotel  sponsor. 

A  few  aviation  manufacturers  have  agreed 
to  subsidize  his  aircraft  parts  costs. 

Before  his  motorcycle  accident,  Mr.  Jones 
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NASHVILLE— Disabled  pilot  Brian  Jones 
plans  to  circumnavigate  the  Earth  on  a 
solo  flight  next  year  (see  story). 

flew  23  sorties  for  the  U.S.  Air  Force  in  his 
KC-135  refueling  tanker  during  the  Gulf  War 
and  T-37  trainers  earlier  in  his  military  career. 
He  said  he  had  high  hopes  of  becoming  a  com¬ 
mercial  airline  pilot.  Then  his  fateful  accident 
occurred. 


"Regaining  my  courage  to 
travel  alone  as  a  disabled  person 
was  an  obstacle  I  had  to 
overcome." 

—Brian  Jones 


The  accident  did  not  curb  his  desire  to  trav¬ 
el.  "Traveling  was  just  a  way  of  life  from  the 
beginning,”  he  said. 

Ohio-born,  Mr.  Jones  grew  up  the  son  of 
missionaries  who  traveled  extensively.  At  age 
six,  he  moved  with  his  family  of  seven  to  what 
is  now  Dhaka,  Bangladesh.  When  the  civil  war 
broke  out  in  that  country,  the  family  became 
refugees.  They  finally  settled  in  Taiwan. 

His  traveling  days  seemed  to  be  over,  how¬ 
ever,  when  he  lost  the  use  of  his  legs  follow¬ 
ing  the  motorcycle  accident. 

“Regaining  my  courage  to  travel  alone  as  a 
disabled  person  was  an  obstacle  I  had  to  over¬ 
come,”  Mr.  Jones  said,  “before  I  could  think 
of  taking  on  [a  solo  flight  around  the  world].” 

To  overcome  his  fear 

To  overcome  his  fears  of  solo  travel,  he 
spent  a  semester  last  year  as  a  graduate 
exchange  student  in  Manchester,  England. 
Using  England  as  a  base,  he  spent  a  month 
traveling  throughout  Europe  before  his  class¬ 
es  began. 

He  boosted  his  confidence  again  while 
vacationing  in  Grand  Cayman,  West  Indies, 
by  floating  on  a  raft  above  the  jagged  ocean 
floor. 

Soon  he  was  flying  solo. 

When  Mr.  Jones  returns  from  the  around- 
the-world  flight,  he  plans  to  resume  his  posi¬ 
tion  as  a  regional  executive  director  at  Para¬ 
lyzed  Veterans  of  America.  In  addition,  he 
plans  to  pilot  disabled  children  to  vacation 
destinations. 

Ms.  Ansley  is  a  fee-lance  writer  in  Severna 
Park,  Md. 


Bad  things  happen  to  good  people 


CASTLE  ROCK  ENTERAINMENT  PHOTO  BY  BILL  RUBENSTEIN 


American  tourist  Laura  Bowman  (Patricia  Arquette)  con¬ 
vinces  a  local  Burmese  guide  (Aung  Ko)  to  take  her  on  an 
"unofficial"  tour  of  the  country  in  Castle  Rock  Entertain¬ 
ment's  Beyond  Rangoon  directed  by  John  Booman. 


By  RON  SALFEN 
Beyond  Rangoon 

Rated  R  for  depictions  of  violent 
political  oppression. 

Beyond  Rangoon  is  a  based- 
on-fact  account  of  an  American 
tourist  who  is  caught  in  a  foreign 
coup  attempt.  It’s  every  travel^ 
er’s  nightmare,  of  course,  that 
beyond  losing  the  group,  your 
money  and  your  passport,  you 
are  running  for  your  very  life  in 
a  chaotic  and  confusing  place 
where  you  don’t  even  speak  the 
language. 

But  Patricia  Arquette's  night¬ 
mares  aren’t  about  her  present 
panic  but  her  past  grief.  She  had 
traveled  to  the  exotic  Orient  in 
the  first  place  at  her  sister's  sug¬ 
gestion  to  try  to  recover  from  the 
brutal  murders  of  her  husband 
and  son. 

She  felt  nothing:  she  cared 
about  nothing.  But  finding  her¬ 
self  caught  in  the  middle  of  a  rev¬ 
olution,  she  finds  not  only  that 
she  is  interested  in  what  is  going 
on  around  her  but  that  here  are 
good  people  who  have  had 
tragedies  happen  to  them  as  well. 

And  she  begins  to  recover  her¬ 
self  when  she  quits  indulging  her 
grief  and  begins  to  be  concerned 
for  another. 

There  are  some  overt  religious 
references  here,  particularly  to 
the  Buddhist  backdrop  of  Burma. 
The  monks  aren't  praying  but 
meditating,  which  is  explained  as 
an  attempt  to  clear  the  mind. 

The  statues  of  Buddha  recline 
to  represent  the  last  stage  before 
Nirvana,  which  is  perfect  con¬ 
tentment,  an  abandonment  of  all 
desires  of  the  flesh  (1  Peter2:ll). 


Reincarnation  is  joked  about: 
A  woman  is  equal  to  a  man  in 
Burmese  culture  especially  if  she 
comes  back  as  a  man. 

But  Patricia’s  apparitions  of 
her  dead  family  are  no  joking 
matter,  nor  is  the  brutal  violence 
that  provides  the  backdrop  of  this 
movie  and  the  sad  disregard  for 
human  life  reflected  by  this  soci¬ 
ety  in  political  turmoil. 

Beyond  Rangoon  is  infuriat¬ 
ingly  real,  both  in  the  foibles  of 
the  characters  and  in  the  wrench¬ 
ing  inevitability  of  the  inhuman¬ 
ity  of  evil.  It  is  not  about  sweet¬ 
ness  but  about  struggle.  It  is  not 
about  romance  but  about  person¬ 
al  strength.  It  is  not  about  success 
but  about  survival. 

Such  grim  preoccupations 
will  not  attract  the  fair-weather 
moviegoers,  the  ones  who  come 
to  be  lightly  amused.  But  Beyond 
Rangoon  is  a  powerful  experi¬ 
ence  that  will  linger  in  the  mem¬ 
ory  despite  the  unfamiliar  con¬ 
text,  or  perhaps  because  of  it. 

Lord  of  Illusions 

Rated  R  for  strong  violence  and 
gore  and  for  language  and  sexuality 

Lord  of  Illusions  is  Clive 
Barker’s  latest  horror  flick, 
which  seems  to  be  James  Bond 
meets  David  Koresh  playing  the 
emperor  in  The  Return  of  the 
Jedi. 

The  anit-hero,  Nix,  is  an  evil 


magician  who  gathers  a  cult  fol¬ 
lowing  of  fanatical  hero  worship¬ 
pers  who  will  follow  their  brutal 
leader  to  a  violent  end  and  an 
early  grave.  Sound  familiar? 

There’s  all  kinds  of  bad  theol¬ 
ogy  here,  the  standard  jump-out- 
at-the-viewer  fright  scenes,  and 
a  strange  awkwardness  about  the 
screenplay,  as  if  they  just  can’t 
come  up  with  anything  better 
than  a  little  voodoo  and  a  lot  of 
blood. 

The  hero  figure  seems  imper¬ 
vious  to  harm,  and  to  his  own 
emotions.  Even  the  token 


romance  seems  distant  and  con¬ 
trived,  as  if  brutality  is  easier  to 
make  convincing,  which  is  a  sad 
commentary  on  all  of  us. 

They  even  revive  the  Evil  One 
for  a  brief  reign  of  terror  before 
he  is  thrown  into  the  fiery  pit  for¬ 
ever  (Revelation  20:7-10),  but 
the  victory  is  Pyrrhic,  because 
God  has  not  prevailed  so  much 
as  those  who  lived  by  the  sword 
have  died  by  it  (Matthew  26:52). 

Mr.  Salfen  is  pastor  of 
Neshaminy-Warwick  Presbyter¬ 
ian  Church  in  suburban  Philadel¬ 
phia. 


Poll  says  teens  are  tolerant  of  single  parents 


By  GEORGE  H.  GALLUP  JR. 
and  ROBERT  BEZILLA 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

Many  young  people  are  toler¬ 
ant  of  family  situations  where  sin¬ 
gle  parents,  even  those  who  are 
unmarried,  are  raising  children. 

Some  even  go  so  far  as  to  con¬ 
sider  homosexual  couples  to  be 
suitable  parents. 

But  this  tolerance  should  not  be 
interpreted  as  meaning  that  they, 
themselves,  are  seeking  these 
arrangements. 

Survey  evidence  strongly 
demonstrates  that  the  overwhelm¬ 
ing  majority  of  teen-agers  in  this 
country  want  very  traditional 
marriages  and  child-rearing  situ¬ 
ations,  wish  to  make  their  mar¬ 
riages  last  and  to  ward  off  the 


scourge  of  divorce. 

Realistically — some  would  say 
fatalistically — all  too  often  they 
believe  that  they,  themselves,  may 
bear  illegitimate  children  or  be 
divorced.  And,  just  as  often,  reli¬ 
gious  belief  and  practice  seems  to 
have  little  impact  on  their  behav¬ 
ior. 

When  it  comes  to  marriage, 
more  than  9  teens  in  10  of  all  reli¬ 
gious  persuasions  say  they  expect 
to  be  married  some  day  and  just 
about  as  many  expect  to  have  chil¬ 
dren. 

Despite  these  intentions,  how¬ 
ever,  about  one  teen  in  five  who 
is  a  recent  churchgoer — Protes¬ 
tant  or  Roman  Catholic — expects 
to  have  an  illegitimate  child  some 
day. 

Most  teens  think  divorces  in 


this  country  are  too  easy  to  get. 
and  the  great  majority  do  not  feel 
that  divorced  couples  have 
worked  hard  enough  to  make  their 
marriages  last. 

Yet,  despite  these  feelings, 
more  than  one-third  of  Protestant 
and  Catholic  teens  see  divorce  in 
their  own  future.  That  expecta¬ 
tion,  however,  is  lower  among 
recent  church  attenders  than 
among  those  who  stayed  home  on 
the  Sabbath  (28  percent  to  44  per¬ 
cent). 

Just  about  all  teens  of  all  reli¬ 
gious  persuasions  still  agree  that 
the  ideal  home  for  the  child  is  a 
place  with  its  original  parents. 

Adoption  also  is  considered  a 
valuable  alternative,  as  are  step¬ 
parents,  but  single  parents  and 
unmarried  mothers  receive  less 


approval  from  teens. 

Newt  Gingrich's  idea  of  plac¬ 
ing  children  in  orphanages  draws 
scant  interest  from  both  churched 
and  unchurched  teens. 

Teens  have  become  increasing¬ 
ly  tolerant  of  mixing  religions  in 
marriages.  Nearly  9  in  10  (87  per¬ 
cent)  approve  of  marriage 
between  Protestants  and 
Catholics.  A  similar  proportion 
(86  percent)  say  they  see  no  prob¬ 
lems  in  marriages  between  Jews 
and  non-Jews. 

The  findings  are  based  on  tele¬ 
phone  interviews  conducted  by 
the  Gallup  Youth  Survey  with  rep¬ 
resentative  national  cross-sec¬ 
tions  of  500  or  more  teen-agers, 
13  through  17.  The  margin  of 
error  could  be  5  percentage  points 
in  either  direction. 


Religion  News  Service 

When  Judy  Mayotte  and  a  TV 
film  crew  huddled  in  the  grass  of 
an  African  field  in  1993  waiting 
for  an  airplane  to  drop  relief  sup¬ 
plies  to  a  group  of  refugees,  they 
could  not  have  foreseen  the  hor¬ 
rible  accident  that  lay  ahead. 

On  location  in  Sudan  to  film  an 
episode  of  a  13-part  series  called 
The  Visionaries — a  documentary 
about  the  dynamics  of  volun- 
teerism,  self-sacrifice  and  good 
works — the  crew  had  its  perfect 
subject  in  Ms.  Mayotte.  A  former 
Catholic  nun  and  board  member 
of  Refugees  International,  she 
was  there  to  plan  relief  logistics 
in  one  of  the  world's  most  desper¬ 
ately  poor  countries. 

Suddenly  things  went  wrong. 
“The  pilots  went  totally  off  course 
and  (the  supplies)  came  directly 
at  us  on  the  ground,”  Ms.  Mayotte 
recalls.  “We  were  all  running  for 
our  lives,  and  a  200-pound  bag  of 
sorghum  hit  my  leg  at  120  miles 
an  hour.” 

Her  leg  was  amputated 

Ms.  Mayotte’s  leg,  shattered  in 
more  than  10  places,  had  to  be 
amputated.  But  her  spirit — and 
the  dramatic  footage  of  her 
injury — survive.  Now  a  U.S.  State 
Department  adviser  on  refugee 
issues,  she  remains  committed  to 
helping  the  world's  poor,  speak¬ 
ing  passionately  about  the  need 
for  the  very  shipments  of  grain 
that  almost  killed  her. 

Beginning  this  month,  Ms. 
Mayotte  was  among  those  fea¬ 
tured  in  The  Visionaries,  a  public 
television  series  that  profiles  a 
dozen  or  so  volunteers  and  non¬ 
profit  organizations.  All  have 
made  a  material  difference  in  the 
lives  of  the  world's  poor  and  vul¬ 
nerable. 

The  Visionaries  airs  on  150 
public  television  stations.  Local 
viewing  times  vary. 

“In  the  old  days,  society 
bestowed  fame  on  people  who 
were  heroes,”  says  Bill  Mosher, 
who  produced  the  series.  “Now 
we  bestow  infamy,  at  least  on  any¬ 
body  who  can  get  on  the  news.” 
Mr.  Mosher’s  goal  with  The 


RELIGION  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 

Relief  worker  Judy  Mayotte's 
ministry  in  Sudan  is  featured 
in  an  episode  of  The  Visionar¬ 
ies  airing  this  month  on  pub¬ 
lic  TV  (see  story). 

Visionaries  was  to  tell  a  different 
kind  of  story,  one  about  people 
who  “saw  into  the  future  and  visu¬ 
alized  a  world  that  was  a  better 
place.” 

Hosted  by  Sam  Waterston 

Hosted  by  Sam  Waterston,  a 
star  of  network  TV’s  Law  & 
Order.  The  Visionaries  also 
includes  the  story  of  Gina  Bums, 
who  lost  her  baby  to  a  killer  bac¬ 
teria  called  Group  B  Strep.  Ms. 
Bums  now  runs  a  5,000-member 
organization  from  her  North  Car¬ 
olina  home  that  sponsors  vaccine 
research  so  other  children  will 
live. 

Two  other  episodes  focus  on 
Gene  Krizek,  a  former  U.  S.  State 
Department  executive  who  runs 
Christian  Relief  Services,  a  Vir¬ 
ginia-based  organization  that  sup¬ 
ports  causes  from  food  relief  in 
Appalachia  to  an  orphanage  in 
Kenya. 

Ms.  Mayotte,  for  one,  “has  an 
incredible  ability  to  deal  with  the 
circumstances  that  she’s  in,”  Mr. 
Mosher  says.  “No  matter  what  hor¬ 
rible  thing  has  happened  to  her.  she 
feels  the  pain  but  she  adjusts  and 
adapts  to  the  new  reality." 


Italy's  Methodists  see 
papacy  as  divisive 


By  LUIGI  SANDRI 

Ecumenical  News  International 

ROME — The  papacy  alone  is 
not  an  expression  of  the  visible 
unity  of  Christians. 

Such  a  role  can  be  assumed 
only  by  a  universal  council  of  the 
world’s  churches,  according  to  the 
annual  synod  of  the  Waldensian 
Church,  which  unites  Italy’s 
Waldensians  and  Methodists. 

In  fact,  the  papacy  has  been  a 
source  of  division,  even  within  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church  itself, 
according  to  the  synod,  which  is 
one  of  the  most  important  organi¬ 
sations  among  Italy’s  minority 
Protestant  population. 

In  its  reaction  to  Pope  John 
Paul  II’s  encyclical  on  church 
unity,  Ut  unum  sim,  the  synod 
stated,  however,  that  new  atti¬ 
tudes  expressed  in  the  encyclical 
could  help  to  advance  unity 
among  churches. 


The  encyclical  was  published 
by  the  Vatican  in  May  of  this  year 
as  the  definitive  statement  on 
Roman  Catholic  attitudes  to  rela¬ 
tions  with  other  churches. 

In  initial  and  unofficial 
responses,  many  church  leaders 
welcomed  signs  of  a  new  open¬ 
ness  by  the  Vatican,  but  bridled  at 
the  Pope's  insistence  on  his  role 
as  guardian  of  church  unity. 

In  his  encyclical,  the  Pope 
clearly  saw  the  role  of  the  papacy 
as  being  marked  out  by  Christ 
himself.  But  the  Pope  stated  that 
he  was  prepared  to  alter  the  “exer¬ 
cise”  of  his  papal  ministry,  and 
invited  non-Catholic  Christians  to 
help  him  find  this  new  path. 

The  Waldensian  Church 
synod — the  highest  authority  in 
the  church,  which  has  50,000 
members  in  Italy — is  believed  to 
be  the  first  church  body  officially 
to  take  up  the  Pope’s  invitation. 


Wesley  hymn  points  to 
Jesus  after  resurrection 


Depth  of  mercy!  Can  there  be 
Mercy  still  reserved  for  me? 

Can  my  God  his  wrath  forbear. 
Me.  the  chief  of  sinners,  spare? 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

Charles  Wesley’s  hymn 
appeared  with  the  heading  "After 
a  Relapse  into  Sin”  in  John  Wes¬ 
ley's  Hymns  and  Sacred  Poems. 
1740,  in  13  stanzas. 

Wesley’s  contemplation  of  the 
scripture.  “He  showed  them  his 
hands  and  his  side"  (John  20:20a), 
inspired  him  to  write  the  stanzas 
that  reveal  his  confession,  his  plea 
for  forgiveness  and  his  commit¬ 
ment. 

In  stanza  four,  Wesley  points  to 
Jesus  in  the  days  after  the  resur¬ 
rection  with  these  words: 

Therefor  me  the  Savior  stands. 
Shows  his  wounds  and  spread 
his  hands. 

God  is  love!  I  know.  I  feel ; 

Jesus  weeps  and  loves  me  still. 

Carlton  R.  Young  refers  to  this 
stanza  as  “an  eloquent  summary 
of  Wesleyan  piety." 

The  hymn  tune  is  called  “Can¬ 
terbury"  and  is  one  of  16  tunes 


History 
of  Hymns 

composed  by  Orlando  Gibbons 
for  George  Wither’s  Hymns  and 
Songs  of  the  Church,  1623.  Gib¬ 
bons  gave  these  tunes  numbers 
but  no  names  and  this  tune  is 
“Song  13." 

These  tunes  were  designed  for 
those  hymns  in  Wither’s  collec¬ 
tion  that  did  not  fit  the  metrical 
structure  of  the  well-known  psalm 
tunes  of  that  day. 

That  Gibbons  should  provide 
“songs"  for  Wither’s  collection  of 
“hymns  and  songs"  is  most 
unusual  in  a  day  when  only  met¬ 
rical  psalms  were  permitted  to  be 
sung  in  the  Church  of  England. 

At  the  age  of  forty,  Gibbons 
was  named  organist  of  Westmin¬ 
ster  Abbey;  he  died  two  years 
later.  The  outstanding  English 
organist  of  his  day,  he  composed 
much  church  music. 

NEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN: 

‘This  Is  My  Father's  World‘ 
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1500  Country  Club  Road 


Lake  Charles,  LA  70605 
Rev.  Henry  Bowdon,  Jr.,  Executive  Director 


NEW  BOARD 
MEMBERS 

Due  to  moves  and  retirements, 
we  have  three  new  members  on  the 
Retired  Ministers  Homes  Board, 
Inc.  Newly  elected  members  are 
Rev.  Arthur  M.  Baker  and  Mrs. 
Marcella  Tatum.  The  new  ex-offi¬ 
cio  member  is  Rev.  Robert  L. 
Potter,  Cabinet  Representative. 


Five  new  homes  built 
by  Board 


Louisiana  Conference 
Retired  Ministers  Homes  Board,  Inc. 

Elected  board  members 

Rev.  Arthur  M.  Baker 
Mr.  Earle  Cefalu,  Jr.,  Secretary 
Rev.  Raymond  Crofoot, Maintenance  Superintendent 

Mr.  George  Gladney 
Mrs.  Shirley  Hoffpauir,  Treasurer 
Mr.  Lewis  Love,  President 
Dr.  Doug  McGuire 
Rev.  Larry  Robertson 
Mr.  Eugene  Scott 
Mrs.  Marcella  Tatum 
Mrs.  Joanne  White 
Rev.  Stephen  Williamson 
Ex-officio  members 
Mr.  Welton  Brumfield,  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Pensions 
Henry  Bowdon,  Jr.,  Executive  Director 
Rev.  Robert  L.  Potter,  Cabinet  Representative 


RESIDENT  DEATHS 


A  lovely  new  home  has 
been  completed  in  Slidell.  It 
was  built  on  a  lot  at  1105 
Maine  Avenue  given  by  a 
member  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Slidell. 
This  home  was  built  with  the 
following  funds:  one-third 
given  by  the  Retired  Ministers 
Homes  Board,  Inc.;  one-third 
from  the  Mrs.  Myrtle  Brumby 
fund  invested  with  the 
Louisiana  Methodist 
Foundation;  and  one-third  by 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  John  M.  Lee, 
the  present  occupant  of  this 
new  home.  John  and  Jerry 
moved  in  right  after  Annual 
Conference  this  past  June. 
This  home  will  be  dedicated 
on  October  10,  1995  at  12:30 
p.m. 

Earlier  this  year,  four  new 
homes  were  built 
on  NorMay  Ray 
Drive  in  Ruston, 

Louisiana  to 
replace  the  homes 
on  Farmerville 
Road  that  were 


RUSTON 

HOMES 


sold.  These  new  homes  are 
occupied  by  Mrs.  Grace 
Spinks,  1205  NorMay-Ray 
Drive;  Mrs.  Jimmy  Lou 
Crotwell,  1206  NorMay-Ray 
Drive;  Mrs.  Marguerite 
Garrett,  1209  NorMay-Drive; 
and  Mrs.  Marjorie  Shaw, 
1210  NorMay-Ray  Drive. 
The  property  on  which  these 
homes  were  built  was  donated 
by  Ms.  Ruth  Johnson  of 
Ruston,  Louisiana.  These  are 
to  be  dedicated  in  October. 

M.  C.  and  Rosemary 
Cady,  who  for  many  years 
were  missionaries  to  Brazil, 
plan  to  retire  in  June  of  1996. 
A  contractor  in  Blanchard  has 
offered  to  donate  a  lot  and 
build  a  home  for  $70,000.00. 
The  Retired  Ministers  Homes 
Board  will  put  up  $35,000.00 


of  this  amount.  The  sale  of  a 
home  in  Jonesville  will  pro¬ 
vide  approximately 

$23,000.00  more  that  possibly 
could  be  used  to  build  this 
home.  That  leaves  a  balance 
of  $12,000.00  that  M.  C.  and 
Rosemary  need  to  raise  by 
December  of  1995.  Friends 
and  former  members  of  the 
churches  they  have  served 
can  help  them  secure  these 
funds.  Your  gift  may  be 
sent  to  the  Retired 
Ministers  Homes  Board, 
Inc.,  1500  Country  Club 
Road,  Lake  Charles,  LA 
70605.  The  gift  should  be 
designated:  Cady  Home. 


Address 

Changes 


Three  of  our  residents  have  died  recently. 
They  are: 

1.  Rev.  John  Oldham  who  lived  in  our  home 
on  Judi  Street  in  Baton  Rouge.  His  widow,  Mrs. 
Dixie  Oldham,  will  continue  to  reside  in  this 
home. 

2.  Dr.  Albert  Hurley  who  lived  in  our  home  on 
Willowood  Drive  in  Franklin.  His  widow,  Mrs. 
Eleanor  Hurley,  will  continue  to  reside  at  this 
residence. 

3.  Rev.  Joe  H.  Robinson  who  lived  in  our 
home  on  N.  Tenth  Street  in  West  Monroe.  Joe’s 
wife  had  preceded  him  in  death.  This  home  will 
be  refurbished  and  assigned  to  another  retired 
minister. 

We  grieve  the  passing  of  these  friends  and 
pray  God’s  comfort  for  their  families. 


The  home  pictured  above  is  representative  of  the  four  homes  built  in 
Ruston. 


Mrs.  Grace  Spinks 

1 205  NorMay-Ray  Drive 

Mrs.  Jimmy  Lou  Crotwell 

1206  NorMay-Ray  Drive 


Mrs.  Marguerite  Garrett 

1 209  NorMay-Ray  Drive 

Mrs.  Marjorie  Shaw 

1210  NorMay-Ray  Drive 


The  Board 
recently  received  a  check 
for  $16,350.00  from  Mrs. 
Tenant  of  Waterproof. 
She  left  the  balance  of  her 
estate  to  four  charitable 
institutions,  after  specific 
bequests  to  family  and 
friends.  One  of  the  four 
institutions  was  the 
Retired  Ministers  Homes 
I  Board,  Inc.  This  lovely 
gift  was  placed  in  our 
I  Administrative  Trust 
Fund. 


formed  me  that  Mr.1 
Cheshire  had  left  h(s 
home  to  the  Retired 
Ministers  Homes  Board!, 
Inc.  We  already  have  a 
minister  who  is  interested 
in  moving  into  this  home 
in  June  of  1996. 

These  two  donaj 
tions  are  illustrations  of 
ways  persons  can  support 
the  work  of  this  vital  minA 
istry.  If  you  have  interest’, 
in  making  a  gift  to  [beJ 
Board,  plea_s.e--cohtact 


|  1  unu.  Henry... -Bowdon,  Jr., 

Several  weeks  ago,  (^1^474. 1 500. 

1 1  was  contacted  by.-thS’ 

1  lawyer  oi_Wr -A'  Cheshire 
'.of  lijAouge.  He  in- 
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LIVE  OAK  YOUTH 
IN  MISSION  AT  SAGER-BROWN 


September  24,  1 995 


O  THEOONFERENCEl 


Blakeman  receives 
Fellowship 

Dr.  Warren  Blakeman,  Senior  Minister  at  St. 
Paul’s  United  Methodist  Church  of  Monroe,  was 
awarded  the  first  Bridwell  Fellowship  for  a 
month  long  in  residence  study  which  began 
August  22,  at  Southern  Methodist  University  in 
Dallas.  SMU  has  one  of  the  finest  rare  book 
libraries  in  America.  The  Fellowship  will  focus 
on  transcribing,  translating  and  publishing  the 
Bible  from  the  First  Century  to  the  present. 


Dr.  Warren  Blakeman 


The  Lifestyle  Relational  Evangelism  Team  traveled  by  bus  from 
Georgia  for  a  weekend  working  with  churches  in  the  Shreveport 
District. 


SECOND  MILE  SUNDAY 


Of  course  you  could  go  to  a 
seminar,  or  better  yet,  you  could 
get  Jim  to  come  to  your  church. 
(404-942-0876)  Either  way,  I  get 
no  commission,  royalties,  find¬ 
er's  fees,  or  even  a  free  trip  to  the 
Holy  Land. 

Grace  &  Peace, 

Bobby  Potter 


Alice  and  Rock  Rothrock  are  presented  the  “Keys  to  Dulac";  also  pic¬ 
tured  are  Chuck  Beeson,  Rev.  Kirby  Verret,  Phillip  Verdin,  Jack 
Vardin,  Lawrence  Billot  and  Rev.  Don  Morgan. 


The  activity  in  the  tropics  has 
been  fascinating  to  watch  this 
year.  It  is  frightening  to  watch 
so  many  tropical  depressions, 
storms  and  hurricanes.  As  we 
watch  we  wonder  if  we  are  pre¬ 
pared.  Three  years  ago. 
Hurricane  Andrew  brought  high 
winds  and  destruction  to 
Louisiana.  He  left  many  in 
South  Louisiana  without  power, 
water  or  homes.  These  aspects 
of  the  hurricane  are  very  much 
impressed  on  our  memories, 
especially  for  those  who  had  to 
do  without  for  a  wTuTe.- 
Hurricane  Andrew  also  brought 
some  exciting  things  to  South 
Louisiana;  to  Dulac  he  brought 
two  dedicated  and  caring  people 
—  Alice  and  Rock  Rothrock. 

Answering  the  call  for  volun¬ 
teers,  Alice  and  Rock  came  to 
Dulac  to  coordinate  UMCOR. 


Their  efforts  helped  bring  assis¬ 
tance  from  Dulac  to  Point 
Auchenes  Isle  and  Jean  Charles 
to  Bayou  Dularge  communities. 
They  also  worked  with  Clanton 
Chapel  and  the  Dulac 


Community  to  help  coordinate 
relief  work. 

BUT,  they  didn’t  stop  there! 


Alice  and  Rock  continued  to 
work  with  the  Dulac 
Community  for  THREE  years 
after  Hurricane  Andrew.  They 
retired  again  this  past  August, 
back  to  Toledo  Bend  and  Holly 
Grove  UMC. 

During  their  stay  in  Dulac  the 
Rothrocks  helped  the  local  con¬ 
gregation  learn  more  about  The 
United  Methodist  Church  — 
how  to  work  with  the  pastor  and 
assume  more  responsibility  to 
reach  out  as  a  local  church.  Rev. 
Kirby  Verret  of  Clanton  Chapel 
describes  the  Rothrocks  by  say¬ 
ing,  “They  came  with  a  loving 
and  compassionate  heart  to  mis¬ 
sion  with  us  and  not  to  us.” 

According  to  Rev.  Verret, 
“Rock  and  Alice  have  filled  the 
community  of  Dulac  with  love. 
They  have  seen  hope  and  poten¬ 
tial,  whereas,  many  times  others 
only  sought  despair.”  The 
Rothrocks  became  role  models 
to  many  whom  they  helped, 
including  those  who  Miss  Alice 
taught  to  read  or  sew  and  the 
young  people  to  whom  Rock 
became  a  “grandfather.” 

On  August  1 1,  the  community 
of  Dulac  celebrated  the  ministry 
of  Alice  and  Rock  Rothrock. 
They  were  presented  with  the 
“Keys  to  Dulac"  and  showered 
with  the  love  they  so  freely 
gave.  Rev.  Verret  summed  up 
the  feefings'dr  the  community 
by  saying,  “We  cannot  measure 
the  love  and  goodness  that  Rock 
and  Alice  brought  to  Dulac,  but 
we  know  they  leave  us  a  new 
hope  and  vision  of  what  we  can 
be  as  United  Methodists.” 


“They  came  with 
a  loving  and  com¬ 
passionate  hearts 
to  mission  with  us 
and  not  to  us.” 


You  Can  Do  This! 


There  is  a  Congregational 
Guidebook  that  includes  every¬ 
thing  you  need  to  plan,  evaluate, 
and  make  it  happen  in  your  con¬ 
gregation  and  community. 
Beyond  the  Walls.  Discipleship 
Resources,  P.  O.  Box  189, 
Nashville,  TN  37202. 


A  check  rep¬ 
resenting  the 
offerings 
collected  by 
children  of 
Live  Oak 
UMC  during 
their  own 
Vacation 
Bible  School 
was  present¬ 
ed  to  (from 
left  to  right) 
Sue  Pugh 
and  Sarah 
Schoeffler 
from  Sager- 
Brown  by 

Doug  Brown,  Youth  Director  of  Live  Oak  UMC.  Standing  behind  them 
are  some  of  the  Live  Oak  youth  and  adult  sponsors. 


Ten  youth  and  three  adults 
from  Live  Oak  UMC,  Watson 
recently  held  a  Vacation  Bible 
School  at  the  Sager-Brown 
Center  for  Enabling  Ministries. 
The  VBS  was  attended  by 
approximately  65  of  the  chil¬ 
dren,  ages  6-14,  served  by 
Sager-Brown. 

During  their  five-day  stay  at 
Sager-Brown,  the  Live  Oak 


youth  painted  dormitory  rooms 
and  outdoor  storage  areas, 
cleared  and  hauled  away  brush 
and  helped  in  the  office. 

If  you  or  a  group  from  your 
church  is  interested  in  working 
at  Sager-Brown,  call  Sarah 
Schoeffler  or  Sue  Pugh  at 
(318)923-4339  or  (318)923- 
4702. 


volunteers  stay  for 
three  years  in  Dulac 


It  seems  that  every  week  1  receive  in  the  mail 
an  invitation  to  attend  a  conference  or  seminar  or 
lecture  series.  Each  promises  to  give  me  the 
information  or  experience  that  I  need  to  revital¬ 
ize  the  church  or  my  personal  life.  I  must  admit 
that  I  have  become  immune  to  such  appeals. 

When  our  District  Methodist  Men’s  President 
returned  from  the  national  meeting  for  Methodist 
Men  with  a  similar  proposal  I  had  to  take  it  seri¬ 
ously.  After  all,  I  was  the  one  that  persuaded 
him  to  attend. 

What  Jay  brought  back  to  the  Shreveport 
District  is  an  evangelism  ministry  that  takes  seri¬ 
ously  the  joy  of  building  relationships,  meeting 
needs  and  sharing  faith.  It  is  a  ministry  designed 
for  the  local  church,  led  by  laity,  proactively 
involved  in  the  community,  and  grounded  in  a 
deep  spiritual  vision  of  the  love  of  God  and  the 
guidance  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  It  is  the  creation  of 
the  Rev.  James  Hollis,  Executive  Director  of 
Proactive  Evangelism  ministries  and  Conference 
Evangelist  of  the  North  Georgia  Conference. 
Jim  served  for  eighteen  years  in  the  local 
Methodist  pastorate  where,  with  laity  and  other 
clergy,  in  the  crucible  of  experience,  he  devel¬ 
oped  the  principles  of  what  is  called  Lifestyle 
Relational  Evangelism.  It  is  a  visitation  ministry 
that  challenges  laity  and  clergy  to  go  beyond  the 
walls  of  their  churches  and  beyond  the  walls  of 
their  own  homes  and  share  themselves  with  their 
neighbors. 

Instead  of  attending  one  of  Jim  Hollis’, 
Seminars,  we  invited  him  to  come  to  the 
Shreveport  District.  We  challenged  him  to  bring 
a  large  enough  team  of  his  people  to  show  us 
how  to  motivate  and  actually  do  the  lay  visita¬ 
tion. 

We  had  forty-one  of  the  L.R.E.  team  from 
Georgia  for  a  weekend.  The  pastors  received 
training  Friday  morning  while  the  laity  were 


At  the  end  of  July,  this  Volunteers  in  Mission 
Work  Team  from  First  UMC,  Monroe,  travelled  to 
New  Orleans  to  help  John  Wesley  UMC. 
Pictured  above  are  members  from  the  team  and 
members  from  John  Wesley. 


Baton  Rouge  District 

Bj  SEPT  24  St.  Mark's  Women's  Day  Celebration.  10:55  am.  (504)357-6150 
ft  OCT  3  Broadmoor,  BR  -  Fashion  Show  -  1 1:30  ,  Crafts  Fair  -  9am-5pm, 

Joyce  Walker  (504)275-8099 

Monroe  District 

OCT  1  Northeast  Campus  Ministry  -  Art,  Culture  &  Theology,  6  pm. 

&  1 5  Lanette  Spillers  (3 1 8)343-2944 

New  Orleans  District 

SEPT  23  First,  Kenner,  Holiday  Craft  Sale,  9  a.m.-5  p.m.,  (504)469-4796 
SEPT  30  Munholland  -  UMW  Bazaar,  9  am  -  3  pm.  (504)835-5031  or  (504)834-9910 
\  OCT  13  St.  Matthew’s  -  Craft  Show,  9am  -  7pm.  (504)888-1 155 

I  OCT  14  St.  Matthew's  -  Craft  Show,  9am  -  3pm,  (504)888-1 155 

Shreveport  District 

[  October  Pumpkin  Patch,  St-  Luke's.  Mon-Sat  9am  -  7  pm.  Sun  10  am  -  7pm, 

Beverly  (318)868-3613 

[  OCT  14  Crafters  Bazzar  &  Silent  Auction,  St.  Luke’s.  9am-2pm.  Beverly 
(318)868-3613 

Editors  Note: 

I  Many  churches  have  bazaars,  fashion  shows  and  special  services.  LOCAL  ij 
!  CHURCH  CALENDAR  is  a  new  feature  which  will  be  published  on  or  il 
<  around  the  15th  of  each  month  for  the  purpose  of  informing  others  in  the  !"• 
I  conference  of  events  which  they  may  wish  to  attend.  The  events  will  be  '■* 
listed  by  district.  Please  use  these  guidelines  when  sending  in  information 
for  the  calendar: 

✓  Give  date,  church,  name  of  event,  times,  and  phone  number  for  1 
further  information 

/  Send  in  only  dates  that  you  would  normally  publicize  to  the 
public 

Please  be  aw  are  that  this  is  a  “trial”  feature.  If  w  e  get  too  many  events, 
there  may  not  be  space  to  publish  them  all. 


trained  Friday 
morning  and 
Saturday  morning, 
and  the  visitation 
was  done  Saturday 
afternoon.  There 
was  an  L.R.E.  team 
member  with  every 
visiting  team  to 
demonstrate  the 
approach  to  be 
taken. 


Rev.  Bobby  Potter 
DS,  Shreveport 


Thirty-one  of  the 
forty-five  charges  of  the  district  participated. 
We  had  forty-two  pastors  and  eighty  laity  visi¬ 
tors  from  the  churches  who  actually  went  out 
and  visited  real  live  people.  At  the  report  meet¬ 
ing  after  the  visitation  there  was  a  great  deal  of 
excitement  from  the  visitors  and  a  variety  of  per¬ 
sonal  experiences  were  shared.  There  was  one 
consistent  conclusion;  it  is  very  meaningful,  and 
we  ran  do  this. 


Sunday  morning  the  L.R.E.  team  members 
were  in  die  participating  churches  to  share  the 
message  of  the  Visitation  Ministry.  Sunday 
evening  we  closed  with  a  district-wide  worship 
service  and  consecrated  the  visitation  teams  that 
had  committed  themselves  to  carry  on  the 
Ministry  in  their  respective  churches. 


As  I  met  with  all  the  district  pastors  this  past 
month  and  went  over  their  ministry  plans  for  the 
coming  year,  I  was  gratified  with  the  large  num¬ 
ber  who  reported  having  active  L.R.E.  Visitation 
Teams  going  out  each  month. 


This  visitation  ministry  may  not  revitalize  The 
United  Methodist  Church  all  by  itself,  but  it  is 
better  than  sitting  within  our  walls  and  com¬ 
plaining  about  our  declining  membership  and 
wondering  why  people  do  not  come  to  our 
churches. 


If  one  member  suffers,  all  suffer  together 
with  it;  if  one  member  is  honored,  all  rejoice 
together  with  it.  Now  you  are  the  body  of 
Christ  and  individually  members  of  it. 

1  Corinthians  12:26-27  NRSV 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 

^LOUISIANA 

Lty  United  Methodist 


Editorial 

Team: 


Leslie  N.  Akin,  Conference  council  director 
Stacie  Schneider,  editor 
George  W.  C.  Calvin  Sr. 

Liz  Lucas 


Edition 


William  B.  Oden,  bishop,  Louisiana  Area 


NOT  TO  BE 

TAKEN  OUT 

SEP  2  1  1995 

MAGALE  LIBRARY 
CENTENARY  COLLEGE 


Mail  news,  photos  /  subscriptions  to:  LUM,  527  North  Boulevard,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802  Phone:  504-346-1646  /  FAX:  504-383-2652 


Send  P.O.  Form  3579  to  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275 


SEPTEMBER  22,  1995 


Hurricane  Andrew 


Beyond  the  Walls 


Faith  forum 


SEPTEMBER  22,  1995 


<ga>2 _ 

^ — ^1  The  United  Methodist 

REPORTER 

People  of  faith 
should  work  for 
women's  rights 


The  journey  to  China  by  near¬ 
ly  40,000  women  from  180  coun¬ 
tries  for  United  Nations'  confer¬ 
ences  on  women  boldly  pro¬ 
claimed  that  "women’s  rights"  are 
in  reality  human  rights  and  need 
to  be  protected  as  such. 

We  heartily  concur. 

First  lady  Hillary  Rodham 
Clinton’s  staccato  listing  in  Bei¬ 
jing  of  violations  against 
women — domestic  violence,  gen¬ 
ital  mutilation,  coercive  abortions 
and  sterilization,  infanticide  of 
girl  babies  and  slave  prostitu¬ 
tion — directly  and  passionately 
catalogued  the  ongoing  world¬ 
wide  oppression  of  women. 
Undoubtedly  the  values  she  has 
learned  as  a  United  Methodist 
influenced  her  compilation  and 
her  courage  in  its  presentation. 

The  U.N.  meetings — one  in 
Beijing  for  governmental  delegates 
and  another  nearby  for  non-gov¬ 
ernmental  agencies — have  taught 
us  volumes  about  the  conditions  of 
women  in  the  world  today. 

Even  American  women,  whose 
status  far  outpaces  most  of  the 
world,  continue  with  their  sisters 
worldwide  to  be  blatantly  dis¬ 
criminated  against.  Consider: 

✓  Women  receive  lower 
salaries  than  men,  typically  72 
cents  for  every  $1  earned  by  men. 

✓  Women  are  chosen  for  top 
positions  less  often  than  men.  Less 
than  1  percent  of  chief  executive 
officers  of  large  corporations  are 
women.  Only  five  of  100  U  S. 
Senators  are  women.  There  has  yet 
to  be  a  woman  U.S.  President. 
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✓  Women  are  still  expected  to 
assume  a  disproportionate  share  of 
domestic  work  and  family  nurture. 

\/  Women  are  more  likely  to 
endure  physical  and  emotional 
abuse  by  spouses,  coworkers  and 
male  friends  than  men.  According 
to  U.S.  crime  statistics,  a  woman 
is  assaulted  every  17  minutes. 
Such  abuse  is  particularly  tragic 
in  the  case  of  “co-dependent” 
women,  whose  identity  and  self¬ 
esteem  have  been  so  warped  by 
prejudice  against  women  that  they 
are  unable  to  extricate  themselves 
from  life-threatening  situations. 

It  is  sobering  to  reflect  on  what 
these  abuses  say,  not  only  about 
the  conditions  of  women  but 
about  the  souls  of  men  and 
women  who  allow  such  injuries 
and  indignities  to  continue. 

Our  challenge  as  people  of 
faith  is  to  press  for  the  global 
adoption  of  the  human  rights  of 
women  as  outlined  in  the  United 
Nations’  twin  meetings. 

Whether  we  are  women  or  men, 
laity  or  clergy,  the  task  now  before 
us  all  is  to  work  for  the  God-given 
human  rights  of  all  people  regard¬ 
less  of  sex,  race,  ethnicity,  eco¬ 
nomics  or  geography. 

We  need  only  look  to  Scripture 
for  our  justification  for  our  action: 
“. . .  in  the  image  of  God,  male  and 
female,  God  created  them”  [Gen¬ 
esis  1:27]. 


Let's  build,  not  rest,  upon  our 
record  on  women's  equality 


In  light  of  the  discussion  from 
the  U.N.  women's  meetings  in 
China  (see  related  editorial  above), 
we  American  Protestants  can  just¬ 
ly  celebrate  the  century-long  effort 
in  our  country  and  in  our  churches 
for  the  equality  of  women  with 
men  as  human  beings. 

Specifically  as  United  Methodists, 
we  can  take  pride  in  our  church’s 
leadership  in  gaining  women’s  suf¬ 
frage  75  years  ago  and  more  recently 
in  the  ordination  of  women. 

We  have  4,465  clergy  women 
in  local  congregations  out  of  an 
estimated  29,000  total  clergy — 
nowhere  near  genuine  equality, 
but  it’s  a  start. 

We  have  six  women  bishops. 

We  have  five  women  heads  of 
churchwide  agencies. 

Within  the  past  year  the  church 
gained  a  woman  as  general  coun¬ 
sel  of  its  financial  agency. 

The  number  of  women  contin¬ 
ues  to  rise  every  four  years  in  the 
delegations  of  General  Conference, 
the  church’s  top  legislative  body. 

Furthermore,  one  of  the  most 


The  number  of  women 
continues  to  rise  every 
four  years  in  the 
delegations  of  General 
Conference. 


significant  “culture  changes”  in 
The  United  Methodist  Church  in 
the  past  several  years  has  been  the 
adoption  of  policies  against  sexu¬ 
al  harassment  and  misconduct. 

We  lament  that  the  motivation 
behind  sexual  behavior  policies 
often  has  been  lawsuits  against  the 
church  for  clergy  sexual  miscon¬ 
duct.  Yet  the  fact  remains  that  these 
sexual  harassment  policies — and 
the  commitment  of  church  leaders 
to  enforce  them — contribute  posi¬ 
tively  to  improving  the  welfare  of 
the  church. 

Let’s  use  these  accomplish¬ 
ments  as  our  encouragement  to 
continue  achieving  the  mutually 
responsible  and  respectful  faith 
community  which  Jesus  taught  is 
God’s  vision  for  humanity. 


Perhaps  what  the  UMC  really  needs 
is  more  teachers  like  Miss  Bertha 


1  don’t  know  where  Sister 
Miriam  Therese  Winter  got  her 
formative  religious  education, 
but  we  learned  a  lot  about  the 
women  of  the  Bible  at  the 
Methodist  Sunday  School  I 
attended  years  ago  in  Alabama. 

Sister  Miriam  complained  at  the 
recent  United  Methodist  Clergy- 
women’s  Conference  (see  UMR, 
Aug.  25)  that  her 
namesake — 
Moses’  sister — 
and  other  bibli¬ 
cal  women  are 
neglected  by  the 
“historically 
male-dominated 
leadership  in  the 
church.” 

Well,  Miriam  wasn't  ignored 
by  Miss  Bertha  Payne’s  class  at 
my  hometown  church.  Nor  were- 
Ruth,  Sarah,  Hagar,  Rebecca, 
Esther,  Rahab,  Jepththah’s  Daugh¬ 
ter,  Job’s  Wife,  Eunice,  Lois, 
Herodias,  Jael  and  many  others — 
the  admirable  and  the  deceitful. 

Perhaps  the  ignorance  today  is 
not  only  the  result  of  insensitive 
male  leadership.  Could  it  not  also 
arise  because  we  have  too  few 
Miss  Berthas? 

Elliott  Wright 
Bronxville,  New  York 

I  take  issue 

I  take  issue  with  M.  Garlinda 
Burton's  article  on  the  contribu¬ 
tions  of  Sister  Miriam  Therese 
Winter  at  the  recent  Clergy- 
women’s  Consultation  in  Atlanta 
(see  UMR.  Aug.  25). 

What  is  most  disturbing  is  to 
read  the  suggestion  that  ’’M.T.'’  (as 
she  is  known  to  many  of  us)  might 
have  been  invited  to  the  consulta¬ 
tion  “to  stir  up  another  controver¬ 
sy"  among  United  Methodists. 

Where  do  such  assertions 
originate?  Is  it  alleged  that  the 
Consultation  Desigh  Team  delib¬ 
erately  wanted  to  make  trouble? 
Is  it  proposed  that  “M.T.”  came 
to  do  the  same? 

Where  is  the  freedom  of 
opportunity  for  the  Holy  Spirit  to 
speak  through  prayerfully  cho¬ 
sen  leaders,  even  though  they  are 
not  United  Methodists?  Does 
God  only  communicate  by  using 
United  Methodists?  Must  walls 
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to  the  Editor 

of  defense  be  erected  to  protect 
the  purity  of  certain  turf,  be  it  the¬ 
ological  or  otherwise? 

Donella  G.  Siktberg 
East  Windsor,  Connecticut 

Dangerous  diversity? 

Staff  members  of  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship  cautioned 
that  the  Promise  Keepers  move¬ 
ment  may  bring  in  leaders  who 
espouse  beliefs  that  are  not  in 
keeping  with  United  Methodist 
theology  and  practice. 

I  concur  with  that  statement. 
Promise  Keepers  includes  speak¬ 
ers  of  diverse  theological  back¬ 
grounds  whose  teachings  are  not 
consistent  with  United  Methodist 
belief  and  doctrine. 

However,  the  recent  Clergy- 
women’s  Consultation  in  Atlanta 
(see  UMR.  Aug.  25)  also  includ¬ 
ed  speakers  whose  teachings 
aren't  consistent  with  United 
Methodist  belief  and  doctrine. 
United  Methodist  leaders  have 
praised  these  controversial  teach¬ 
ings  under  the  cloak  of  diversity. 

Given  that  both  groups  include 
teachings  that  are  not  consistent 
with  United  Methodist  belief  and 
doctrine,  why  is  diversity  from 
conservative  men’s  group’s  con¬ 
sidered  dangerous,  but  diversity 
from  liberal  women’s  groups  con¬ 
sidered  inspirational? 

I’ve  reached  the  sad  conclusion 
that  the  difference  lies  only  in  the 
prejudice  of  church  bureaucracy. 

Glenn  L.  Ethridge 
Blue  Ridge,  Georgia 

Tidal  waves  destroy 

The  report  on  the  Clergy- 
women’s  Consultation  (see  UMR. 
Aug.  25)  cited  Marjorie  Suchoc- 
ki’s  tidal  wave  metaphor,  which 
is  instructive  and  alarming. 

Tidal  waves  are  meaningless 
in  function,  destructive  and 
death-dealing.  All  one  can  do  in 
expectation  is  board  up  property 
and  flee  inland,  hoping  there  will 
be  something  to  come  back  to, 
even  though  decades  of  endeav¬ 


or  will  have  been  wiped  out. 

The  crest  of  the  wave  is  what 
is  stranded  after  the  undertow  has 
savaged  the  beach. 

Alas  for  The  United  Methodist 
Church  if  this  is  what  the  clergy- 
women  intend. 

Robert  H.  Klenck 
Folsom,  Pennsylvania 

Memories  of  20  years  ago 

I  read  with  great  interest  the 
article  about  the  actions  of  the 
national  youth  convocation  held 
recently  in  Salt  Lake  City  (see 
UMR.  Aug.  25). 

More  than  20  years  ago,  I  was 
a  member  of  the  semi- 
autonomous  United  Methodist 
Council  on  Youth  Ministry.  I 
chaired  the  group  in  1974-75. 

In  1974,  we  made  an  almost 
identical  recommendation  as  the 
1995  convocation.  We  recom¬ 
mended  that  the  General  Confer¬ 
ence  support  the  ordination  of 
avowed  homosexuals. 

To  make  a  long  story  short, 
the  council  was  disbanded  by  the 
1976  General  Conference.  Anew 
youth  ministry  structure  with 
more  "accountability  and  repre¬ 
sentation"  from  the  “grass  roots” 
was  created  and  attached  to  the 
General  Board  of  Discipleship. 

Our  stand  as  “pro-homosexu¬ 
al”  was  scrutinized  heavily  in  the 
church  press.  We  were  chal¬ 
lenged  by  church  leaders  to 
“study  the  issue”  because  many 
felt  we  didn’t  know  what  we 
were  talking  about. 

In  retrospect,  we  probably  did¬ 
n't  rely  on  research  or  theological 
data  to  make  our  decisions.  We 
were  led  by  our  hearts  and  our 
souls.  But  even  with  20  years  of 
study  and  data,  a  youth  convoca¬ 
tion  attended  by  hundreds  of 
“grass  roots”  participants  reached 
the  same  conclusion  in  1995  as  in 
1974.  We  have  come  full  circle! 

Bea  Jones  Nealy 
Fort  Worth,  Texas 

What  discussion? 

Exactly  what  type  of  “discus¬ 
sion"  took  place  at  the  National 
Youth  Ministry  Organization’s 
convocation  (see  UMR,  Aug.  25) 
about  homosexuality?  “We 
affirm  that  God’s  grace  is  avail- 


President  Clinton's  plan  to 
curb  tobacco  use  by  children 
overlooks  the  threat  to  chil¬ 
dren  worldwide  by  U.S. 
exports  of  tobacco,  contends 
a  reader  (see  related  letter 
below). 

able  to  all"  so  give  us  church 
funds  to  promote  that  a  gay 
lifestyle  is  approved  by  Him. 

I  totally  disagree!  God  loves 
the  sinner  but  hates  the  sin.  Pro¬ 
gay  advocates  shouldn’t  use  the 
children  to  promote  their  agenda 
to  change  the  Book  of  Discipline. 

Tricia  Wingerter 
Kankakee,  Illinois 

It's  commendable,  but . . . 

It’s  commendable  of  the 
Reporter  to  take  a  stand  against 
tobacco  smoking  (see  UMR, 
Aug.  25),  but  just  like  President 
Clinton,  your  editorial  nowhere 
mentions  the  $6  billion  tobacco 
export  industry: 

We  abhor  cocaine  growing  in 
Colombia  or  Peru,  but  we  ignore 
the  addictive  substance  we  grow 
here  for  export.  Don’t  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  Japan,  Britain  or  else¬ 
where  in  the  world  suffer  from 
smoking  the  tobacco  which  the 
United  States  exports? 

Jack  Salzstein 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania 


Miriam  Winter 


For  Heaven's  Sake 


By  Mike  Morgan 


toil  say  You  fee  osm  a  new  ) 
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Tell  us  your 
views! 


'Our  Theological  Task'  should  be  retained 
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By  THOMAS  CROSS 

In  1988,  the  General  Confer¬ 
ence  enacted  a  much-needed  revi¬ 
sion  of  Paragraph  68  of  the  Book 
of  Discipline,  “Our  Theological 
Task.”  The  General  Conference 
drew  upon  Wesley’s  ‘’quadrilater¬ 
al"  as  a  theological  method  and 
crafted  a  brilliant  document  to 
explain  its  use  in  decision-making 
and  discernment. 

Now  Paragraph  68  is  coming 
under  serious  attack.  It  has  been 
denigrated  as  a  “speculative  theo¬ 
ry  of  religious  knowledge.”  Its 
assertion  that  “Scripture  is  the  pri¬ 
mary  source  and  criterion  of 
Christian  doctrine"  has  been  red- 
flagged  as  the  path  to  dogmatism. 

I  cannot  agree  with  either  char- 


Why  maintain  four  sources  of  authority?  Because 
theologians  (which  we  are  all  called  to  be),  to  speak 
meaningfully  to  particular  people  in  particular  times 
and  places,  must  take  into  account  the  features  of  the 
contexts  they  address. 


actenzation. 

I  believe  that  Paragraph  68  pro¬ 
vides  a  means  by  which  United 
Methodists  can  move  towards 
unity  while  being  faithful  to  Jesus 
Christ  as  Lord.  I  also  believe  that 
the  great  majority  of  United 
Methodist  laity  makes  use  of  the 
quadrilateral  every  day.  It  is  the 
leaders  of  our  church  who  need  to 
take  it  more  seriously. 

Paragraph  68  acknowledges 
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four  sources  of  authority:  Scrip¬ 
ture,  tradition,  experience,  and  rea¬ 
son.  It  asserts  that  this  four-fold  fea¬ 
ture  distinguishes  United  Method¬ 
ism  from  fundamentalism,  which 
acknowledges  only  Scripture  as  a 
source  (interpretedby  tradition  and 
reason),  and  from  Roman  Catholi¬ 
cism,  which  places  Scripture  and 
tradition  on  equal  footing. 

Distinguishes  Methodism 

Paragraph  68  also  distinguish¬ 
es  United  Methodism  from  vari¬ 
ous  pagan  and  New  Age  beliefs 
which  consider  Scripture  to  be 
just  another  source  among  many. 

Why  is  it  necessary  to  maintain 
all  four  sources  of  authority?  Quite 
simply,  because  theologians  (which 
we  are  all  called  to  be),  to  speak 
meaningfully  to  particular  people 
in  particular  times  and  places,  must 
take  into  account  the  features  of  the 
contexts  they  address. 

Context  matters!  Moreover,  the 
Bible  and  tradition  didn’t  anticipate 
many  of  today’s  ethical  issues 


relating  to  technology  and  medi¬ 
cine.  In  these  cases,  the  general 
principles  of  Scripture  must  be 
applied  using  the  other  sources  in 
order  to  reach  specific  conclusions. 

On  the  other  hand,  while  all 
sources  are  necessary.  Scripture  is 
primary.  If  it  is  not,  then  we  have 
no  business  calling  ourselves 
Protestant  Christians. 

Where  Scripture  speaks  clear¬ 
ly,  it  should  unite  us  in  purpose 
and  conviction.  Scripture  doesn’t 
produce  narrow-minded  Chris¬ 
tians;  the  blame  for  that  falls  to 
reason,  tradition  and  experience. 

Discipline  says  it  well 

Indeed  the  Discipline  says  it 
well:  "As  we  open  our  minds  and 
hearts  to  the  Word  of  God  through 
the  words  of  human  beings 
inspired  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  faith 
is  bom  and  nourished,  our  under¬ 
standing  is  deepened,  and  the  pos¬ 
sibilities  for  transforming  the 
world  become  apparent  to  us.  The 
Bible  is  sacred  canon  for  Christ¬ 
ian  people.” 

"Our  Theological  Task”  is  not 
the  problem;  it  is  hardly  specula¬ 
tive,  and  I  doubt  that  its  critics 
could  improve  upon  it.  The  prob¬ 
lem,  in  my  opinion,  is  that  many 
United  Methodist  leaders  simply 
ignore  it.  | 


Here  I  Stand 


The  Rev.  Thomas 
Cross  is  pastor  of 
Haxtun  (Colo.) 
United  Methodist 
Church  (Rocky 
Mountain  Annual 
Conference). 


Not  surprisingly,  when  some 
ignore  the  primacy  of  Scripture 
while  others  ignore  reason  and 
experience  altogether,  polariza¬ 
tion  is  bound  to  result. 

I  hope  and  pray  that  the  1996 
General  Conference  does  not 
waste  its  time  trying  to  rewrite  or 
delete  a  fine  part  of  the  Discipline. 
May  all  United  Methodists  dili¬ 
gently  apply  the  principles  con¬ 
tained  therein. 

“ Here  I  Stand  "  is  a  column  for 
readers  to  express  their  opinions 
on  church-related  issues.  Submis¬ 
sions  should  be  a  maximum  of  two 
typed,  double-spaced  pages, 
accompanied  by  a  recent  photo¬ 
graph  and  the  name  of  the 
author's  church.  Send  to  “ Here  I 
Stand,"  UMR,  P.O.  Box  660275, 
Dallas,  TX  75266-0275. 


Faith  in  the  world 


SEPTEMBER  22,  1995 


Faith  Watch 

From  news  and  staff  reports 


DEATH  THREATS:  Two  U  S. 
Lutheran  pastors,  the  Rev.  Phil 
Anderson  of  Minneapolis  and 
the  Rev.  Paul  Wee  of  Washing¬ 
ton,  D.C.,  are  in  Guatemala  to 
express  indignation  and  con¬ 
cern  about  the  assassinations 
and  threats  against  leaders  of 
civil  sectors  of  Guatemala 
including  church  people.  The 
pastors  said,  “In  particular,  our 
churches  are  highly  concerned 
about  the  assassination  of  Pastor 
Manuel  Saquic  Vasquez  and 
threats  against  the  lives  of  the 
Rev.  Vitalino  Similox,  Margarita 
Valiente  de  Similox  and  Lucio 
Martinez." 

'DIVISIVE':  Jerry  Rankin, 

president  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Foreign  Mission  Board,  has 
accused  the  Woman’s  Mission¬ 
ary  Union,  an  autonomous 
agency,  of  being  “divisive” 
because  of  its  decision  to  pro¬ 
duce  mission  material  for  the 
Cooperative  Baptist  Fellow¬ 
ship.  The  fellowship,  also 
autonomous,  is  a  group  of  theo¬ 
logical  moderates  in  the  denomi¬ 
nation. 

CAMPUS  MINISTRY: 

Roman  Catholic  and  Protes¬ 
tant  campus  ministry  pro¬ 
grams  are  facing  a  financial 
crisis.  Ten  percent  of  those 
responding  to  a  survey  say  the 
elimination  of  their  operation  in 
the  near  future  is  likely,  accord¬ 
ing  to  a  new  study.  The  study 
was  based  on  a  survey  of  305 
Catholic  and  Protestant  campus 
ministries. 

IMMIGRANT  SOLIDARITY: 
Members  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church’s  two  major 
umbrella  organizations  for 
men’s  and  women’s  religious 
orders  have  vowed  to  stand  in 
“solidarity  with  our  immigrant 
sisters  and  brothers,  convinced 
that  we  are  all  equal  in  God’s 
eyes.”  The  vow  came  with  recent 
passage  of  identical  resolutions 
adopted  by  the  Leadership  Con¬ 
ference  of  Women  Religious  and 
the  Conference  of  Major  Superi¬ 
ors  of  Men  at  the  joint  national 
'  assembly  of  the  two  groups  in 
Anaheim,  Calif. 

SUPPORT  ERODING:  A  new 
survey  of  American  Jewish 
attitudes  shows  continued 
high — but  eroding — support 
for  the  Middle  East  peace 
process.  The  survey  by  the 
American  Jewish  Committee  was 
released  just  before  the  second 
anniversary  of  the  Sept.  13, 

1993,  White  House  handshake 
between  Israeli  Prime  Minister 
Yitzhak  Rabin  and  PLO  Chair¬ 
man  Yasser  Arafat. 

DISCIPLE  MEMBERSHIP: 

While  the  number  of  baptisms 
and  transfers  was  up  in  1994, 
overall  membership  continues 
to  decline  for  the  Christian 
Church  (Disciples  of  Christ). 

At  the  end  of  1994,  the  denomi¬ 
nation  had  940,843  members  in 
3,967  congregations  in  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States  and  Canada.  The  num¬ 
ber  is  a  2. 1  percent  drop  since  the 
end  of  1993. 

Compiled  from  news  reports 

landmark 

By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

Armed  with  a  document 
described  as  “a  landmark  achieve¬ 
ment”  by  San  Diego  pastor  the 
Rev.  Mark  Trotter,  the  committee 
studying  The  United  Methodist 
Understanding  of  Baptism  is 
proposing  several  changes  in  the 
church's  Book  of  Discipline  (law). 

The  16-person  committee  of 
theologians,  pastors  and  lay  peo¬ 
ple  headed  by  Dr.  Trotter  recently 
completed  the  document,  “By 
Water  and  the  Spirit,"  after  seven 
years  of  intensive  study  and 
debate  by  the  committee  and 
churchwide  study  by  thousands  of 
United  Methodists. 

The  committee  proposes  this 
legislative  statement: 

“Baptism  is  the  sacrament  of 
initiation  and  incorporation  into 
the  Body  of  Christ.  An  infant,  child 
or  adult  who  is  baptized  becomes 
a  member  of  the  catholic  ( univer¬ 
sal)  church,  of  the  denomination, 
and  of  the  local  congregation." 

Currently  baptized  infants  and 
children  are  considered  “mem¬ 
bers"  of  the  universal  church  (“the 
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'If  Mama's  not  happy,  no  one  is' 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

What  do  Methodist  women 
from  around  the  world  say  they 
are  taking  home  from  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Nations  forum  on  women  in 
Beijing? 

United  Methodist  Women 
from  the  U.S.,  Zaire  and  Burundi 
and  a  young  woman  from  the 
autonomous  Methodist  Church  of 
Argentina  answered  that  and 
other  questions  for  the  Reporter 
via  telecommunicated  written 
interviews. 

Women  from  the  United 
Methodist  General  Boards  of 
Global  Ministries  and  from  the 
General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  attended  the  Sept.  4-15 
for  government  representatives  in 
Beijing. 

In  addition,  women  from  both 
church  agencies  and  from  the 
World  Federation  of  Methodist 
Women  participated  in  the  forum 
for  thousands  of  non-government 
representatives  in  nearby  Huairou, 
Aug.  30-Sept.  8. 


“For  United  Methodist 
Women,  who  have  historically 
been  well  informed  about  the 
issues  and  concerns  of  women, 
this  one-on-one  interaction  has 
actually  deepened  our  understand¬ 
ing  of  women’s  needs;  strength¬ 
ened  our  commitments  to  work 
with  women,  children  and  youth 
and  affirmed  our  current  involve¬ 
ment  around  the  world,"  said  Dar¬ 
lene  V.  Amon  of  Suffolk,  Va. 

She  is  an  elected  director  for 
the  Women’s  and  World  Divi¬ 
sions  of  the  church's  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

Affects  all  the  population 

Also  representing  the  Global 
Ministries  board  there  was  Esper- 
ance  Mujinga  K.  Kayombo,  a  del¬ 
egate  from  the  Southern  Zaire 
Annual  Conference. 

“When  we're  talking  about 
what  affects  women’s  rights,  it 
really  affects  all  of  the  popula¬ 
tion,”  she  explained. 

In  other  words,  if  Mama’s  not 
happy,  nobody’s  happy. 

“For  instance,  at  home,  if  Mama 


Air  crash  victims 
remembered 


PITTSBURGH,  Pa.-Two 
seek  comfort  from 
one  another  during  a  recent 
memorial  service  marking 
the  first  anniversary  of  the 
crash  of  USAir  Flight  427  in 
which  132  passengers  and 
crew  were  killed.  Among  the 
flowers,  plaques  and  other 
remembrances  at  the  service 
was  a  poster  surrounded  by 
flowers  (above).  United 
Methodist 
Bishop 
George  W. 
Bashore  (at 
far  left)  was 
among  16 
regional 
leaders  of 


various 
denomina¬ 
tions  who  led 
the  worship 
service. 
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By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

Participation  in  the  U.N.  Fourth 
World  Conference  on  Women  was 
a  “lesson  in  ‘cohesiveness’ rather 
than  ‘dissension’”  says  the  head 
of  a  United  Methodist  delegation 
returning  from  Beijing,  China. 

Whether  the  delegates  agreed 
or  disagreed  with  the  final  United 
Nations  platform  for  action,  the 
meeting  was  still  “a  reminder  that 
there  are  world  issues  other  than 
our  own”  (see  delegates’  com¬ 
ments  in  accompanying  story). 

“If  we  continue  in  dialog,  we 
may  one  day  as  a  global  commu¬ 
nity  reach  the  goal  of  equality, 
development  and  peace  for  half  of 
the  world’s  population — women,” 
said  Elizabeth  Calvin  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

Ms.  Calvin  and  women  from 
Global  Ministries  and  the  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society 
attended  the  Sept.  4-15  for  govern¬ 
ment  representatives  in  Beijing. 

“No  words  or  pictures  can  cap¬ 
ture  the  ‘energy’  of  the  NGO 
Forum,”  continued  Ms.  Calvin. 
“The  forum  reflected  the  tremen¬ 


dous  growth  in  sheer  numbers  of 
participating  NGOs. 

“The  breadth  of  issues  and  inter¬ 
est  areas  that  women’s  organiza¬ 
tions  have  been  working  [toward] 
around  the  world  has  grown  since 
the  last  women’s  decade  confer¬ 
ence  in  Nairobi,  Kenya.” 

Although  she  was  pleased  with 
the  outcome  of  the  women’s  con¬ 
ference,  Ms.  Calvin  admits  “there 
is  much  to  be  done  in  a  way  that 
protects  and  ensures  the  rights  of 
the  world’s  women — who  primar¬ 
ily  care  for  the  world’s  children.” 

Ms.  Calvin  is  executive  secre¬ 
tary  for  ministries  to  women  and 
children  in  the  mission  board's 
World  Division. 

Ms.  Calvin  added  that  lessons 
learned  in  China  will  be  commu¬ 
nicated  in  a  new  school  of  thought 
by  Methodist  women  throughout 
the  world. 

She  said  that  these  women  will 
return  to  their  local  churches  say¬ 
ing  that  human  rights  must  include 
such  rights  for  women  as  the  right 
to  be  free  from  violence,  the  right 
to  education  and  health  care,  the 
right  to  have  peace  and  justice  in 
society  and  the  right  to  be  free  from 
discrimination,  among  others. 


'  baptism  legislation  proposed 
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UMC  delegate  lauds 
lesson  in  cohesiveness 


Body  of  Christ”)  but  not  consid¬ 
ered  “members”  of  the  local 
church  although  they  are  placed 
on  the  preparatory  membership 
roll.  The  committee  felt  that  this 
is  inherently  inconsistent. 

In  addition  to  the  basic  legisla¬ 
tive  redefinition  of  the  meaning  of 
baptism,  the  committee  proposes: 

^  Two  categories  of  local 
church  membership — “preparato¬ 
ry”  and  “full"  memberships — will 
be  renamed  and  described  in  new 
ways. 

Y'  “Baptized  membership” 
will  include  all  baptized  people, 
regardless  of  age,  who  have 
received  Christian  baptism.  (This 
category  is  similar  to  the  present 
preparatory  membership.) 

v  “Professing  membership” 
will  include  all  baptized  people 
who  have  professed  their  faith  at 
baptism,  confirmation  or  by  trans¬ 
fer  of  membership  from  another 
congregation.  (This  category  is 
similar  to  the  present  "full  mem¬ 
bership.") 

Only  the  professing  mem¬ 
bership  roll  will  be  used  as  the 
basis  on  which  financial  appor- 


children  to  work  for  peace. 

“As  you  know,  my  country, 
Burundi,  has  had  war  since  Octo¬ 
ber  1993,  and  at  this  moment,  we 
are  in  exile  in  Kenya,  and  others 
are  in  Zaire  and  Tanzania,” 
explained  Ms.  Ntibategera. 

“1  have  never  felt  responsible 
to  look  for  people  from  my  coun¬ 
try  to  give  them  help.  But  after 
hearing  of  the  experiences  of 
some  of  the  other  women  who 
have  passed  through  the  same  sit¬ 
uations  as  Burundi  women  in 
exile,  I  decided  that  when  I  arrive 
[home]  I  will  influence  and  mobi¬ 
lize  other  women  to  stand  up  and 
look  for  peace  in  our  country.” 

Gains  global  vision 

Veronica  de  Luca,  a  20-year- 
old  student  from  the  Methodist 
Church  of  Argentina,  said  the 
Beijing  meeting  has  given  her  a 
global  vision  of  women. 

The  problem  of  sexual  abuse 
in  Africa  and  the  problem  of  the 
poor  and  needy  in  Latin  America 
are  issues  this  pastor's  daughter 
from  Buenos  Aires  says  must  be 
addressed  by  the  church 

“Due  to  the  fact  that  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Nations  cannot  force  govern¬ 
ments  to  [solve  these  problems], 
it  is  the  agreement  of  this  confer¬ 
ence  that  the  non-government 
organizations  are  the  ones  to  do 
it,”  said  Ms.  de  Luca,  who  is  also 
editor  of  a  church  newsletter. 

“Our  task  is  to  inform  our¬ 
selves,  tell  what  we  have  learned 
in  our  areas  and  share  with  others 
of  the  church — whether  ministers 
or  lay — and  apply  them." 

Language  translations  for  this 
article  were  done  by  Associate 
Editor  Cynthia  B.  Astle  (French) 
and  staff  member  Cracie  Reyna 
(Spanish). 


tionments  are  established  and  as 
the  basis  for  other  statistical  mem¬ 
bership  information. 

V  Names  can  be  removed  from 
either  membership  roll  for  rea¬ 
sons  of  transfer,  death,  personal 
request  or  cause.  The  removal 
does  not,  however,  mean  that  the 
person's  baptism  is  invalid. 

God  has  acted  in  baptism,  com¬ 
mittee  members  strongly  affirm, 
and  what  God  has  done  cannot  be 
undone.  Therefore,  baptism  is  nei¬ 
ther  revocable  nor  repeatable. 

v  A  record  of  all  baptisms  per¬ 
formed  at  each  local  congregation 
will  reside  permanently  within 
that  congregation  for  such  statis¬ 
tical  purposes  as  church  history, 
genealogical  research  or  passport 
documentation.  (This  record  will 


not  be  a  membership  roll.) 

^  All  people — without  regard 
to  age,  intellectual  ability,  race, 
nationality,  gender,  sexual  identity, 
class  or  handicapping  conditions — 
will  be  eligible  to  receive  the  sacra¬ 
ments  and  to  be  admitted  as  bap¬ 
tized  or  professing  members  of  any 
local  church  in  the  denomination. 

’S  Pastors  and  adult  congrega¬ 
tion  members  will  have  the 
responsibility  to  continually  nur¬ 
ture  baptized  children  in  the  faith. 

The  churchwide  General  Board 
of  Discipleship,  with  which  the 
baptism  study  committee  is 
linked,  has  the  right  to  approve, 
change  or  reject  any  part  of  the 
committee’s  legislative  proposals 
or  the  document  itself.  That  board 
will  meet  Oct.  16-22  in  Nashville. 
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"If  Mama  wakes  up  in  a  bad  mood  or  is  ill,  all 
the  household  is  also  ill  or  sad.  You  must  take 
into  account  the  influence  of  women  on  all  the 
family." 

—Mujinga  K.  Kayombo 


wakes  up  in  a  bad  mood  or  is  ill, 
all  the  household  is  also  ill  or  sad,” 
wrote  Ms.  Kayombo.  “You  must 
take  into  account  the  influence  of 
women  on  all  the  family. 

“When  one  side  has  all  the 
privileges,  there’s  a  total  disequi¬ 
librium.  Fairness  toward  women 
results  in  rights  for  all  [respect¬ 
ing  the  roles  of  each].  This  equi¬ 
librium  is  fair  because  God  cre¬ 
ated  men  and  women  in  his 
image,  each  with  specific  roles.” 

A  professional  social  worker 
in  Lubumbashi,  Zaire,  Ms.  Kay¬ 
ombo  is  also  assistant  to  the  coor¬ 
dinator  of  women’s  programs  in 
the  Southern  Zaire  conference. 

The  African  laywoman  added 
that  many  topics  discussed  during 
the  Beijing  meeting  touch  women 


of  all  ages — from  birth  to  old  age. 

“All  of  these  topics,  in  all  the 
meetings  we've  attended,  have 
always  mattered  to  Methodist 
women,  especially  those  related 
to  children,”  continued  Ms.  Kay¬ 
ombo.  “We’re  always  concerned 
about  the  education  of  children 
because  women  themselves  get 
little  education,  even  as  adults. 

“Our  presence  in  Beijing  isn't 
merely  a  tourist  visit.  We’re  par¬ 
ticipating  in  peace.  It's  important 
that  our  visit  show  that  we  have 
participated  in  peacemaking.  Our 
part  has  been  to  discuss,  to  work, 
to  collaborate  and  most  of  all  to 
offer  the  conference  the  benefit 
of  our  experience  and  perspective 
[as  people  of  faith].” 

No  Christians,  no  trulh 

Chantal  Ntibategera,  a  native 
of  the  Central  Africa  country  of 
Burundi,  agreed  with  Ms.  Kay¬ 
ombo  that  most  women’s  issues 
raised  in  Beijing  are  generally 
being  addressed  by  The  United 
Methodist  Church. 

“We  learned  that  where  there 
are  no  Christians  engaged,  espe¬ 
cially  women,  people  are  not  say¬ 
ing  the  truth,”  she  said. 

Ms.  Ntibategera  was  a  school 
teacher  in  the  capital  city  of 
Bujumbura  before  her  escape  to 
Nairobi,  Kenya.  Ayoung.  married 
mother  of  one  child  with  another 
due  in  November,  the  African  lay- 
woman  said  her  new  goal  is  to 
educate  women  and  especially 
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From  news  and  staff  reports  y 


FUND  PAYS  OFF:  A  pioneer¬ 
ing  "socially  responsible" 
investment  fund,  the  Pax 
World  Fund,  started  by  two  staff 
executives,  the  Revs.  Luther  E. 
Tyson  and  J.  Elliott  Corbett,  of 
what  is  now  the  General  Board 
of  Church  and  Society,  marked 
its  25th  year  on  Aug.  10  with 
total  net  assets  of  $424.5  mil¬ 
lion.  The  fund  earned  a  12.25 
percent  return  during  the  first  six 
months  of  1995. 

FIRST  WOMAN  BISHOP: 
The  Rev.  Maureen  Jones,  a 
mission  partner  from  Britain, 
has  become  the  first  woman 
bishop  in  the  Wesleyan  family 
of  denominations  to  be  elected 
in  Africa.  Bishop  Jones  was 
elected  at  the  recent  meeting  of 
the  Methodist  Church  of  Kenya 
annual  regional  conference  and 
will  be  installed  as  bishop  of 
j  Nairobi  early  in  1 996.  In  a  field 
L  of  four  candidates — three  of 
whom  were  male — she  received 
83  of  167  votes  cast. 

CHAPEL  CENTERPIECE: 

The  141 -year  old  sanctuary  of 
Crete  (Ill.)  United  Methodist 
Church  will  be  restored  to  its 
original  appearance  and  used 
as  a  chapel  when  the  church 
completes  an  estimated  $2  mil¬ 
lion  expansion  project  Upon 
completion  of  construction,  the 
church  will  occupy  an  entire  city 
block  with  high  visibility  in 
downtown  Crete. 

DEFINE  A  CHURCH: 
Members  of  the  two  United 
Methodist  regional  confer¬ 
ences  in  Arkansas  have  been 
debating  what  constitutes  a 
viable  church  since  Joe  Whalen, 
a  lay  member  of  the  North 
Arkansas  conference,  wrote  a  let¬ 
ter  to  the  Arkansas  United 
Methodist  newspaper.  Mr. 
Whalen  said  churches  with  mem¬ 
berships  ranging  from  two  to  50 
people  should  become  chapels  or 
closed.  But  the  Rev.  John  Back 
of  the  Griffithville  Charge, 
among  others,  wrote,  “It  is  not 
the  size  of  the  membership. . . 
it’s  the  spirit  of  the  members.” 


Africa  volunteer  'had  to  come  back 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

NAIROBI.  Kenya — When  you 
ask  Carolyn  Lanier  where  she  is 
from,  she  will  smile  and  say  that 
she  is  originally  from  Troy,  Mich. 

Now  she  claims  Africa  as  her 
home. 

A  member  of  Fellowship  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  the  Detroit 
Annual  Conference,  Ms.  Lanier  is 
one  of  nearly  200  persons  in  the 
U.S.  and  in  Kenya  who  have 
served  as  “Volunteers  for  Africa." 

These  people  have  provided 
supplies,  financial  support  and 
hands-on  assistance  to  Rwanda 
and  Burundi  refugees  in  Zaire 
through  the  United  Methodist 
“Bishops'  Appeal  for  Africa.” 

Ms.  Lanier  started  out  as  a 
"general  caregiver"  in  a  Bukavu, 
Zaire,  refugee  camp  last  March. 

After  a  trip  to  the  states,  she 
returned  to  Central  Africa  in  June 
and  has  been  working  in  some 
capacity  with  the  camp  in  Bukavu 
and  two  others  in  Zaire. 


Most  recently,  Ms.  Lanier  has 
been  named  administrator  of  the 
Nairobi  office  of  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
(UMCOR). 

Her  primary  responsibilities 
include  coordination  of  relief  sup¬ 
plies  shipped  to  Kenya  from  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries  office  in  New  York. 

She  also  assists  in  the  orienta¬ 
tion  of  volunteers  assigned  to  the 
refugee  camps  in  Zaire. 

The  African-American  woman 
credits  her  local  church  for  plant¬ 
ing  the  idea  of  “a  trip  to  the  Moth¬ 
erland"  in  her  mind  that  grew  into 
a  re-commitment  to  the  teachings 
of  Christ. 

Bishops'  Appeal 

“I  heard  about  the  Bishops’ 
Appeal  for  Africa  through  an 
announcement  at  my  church  and 
asked  my  pastor  how  I  could 
help,"  she  said.  “I  was  so  excited 
about  it  that  I  told  my  mother,  ‘I’m 
going  to  help  those  people;  I’m 
moving  to  Africa. 


“Now,  mind  you,  I  had  just 
received  a  promotion  on  my  job 
as  a  personnel  director,  so  my 
mother  looked  at  me  and  said, 
’Yeah,  right.’  But  I  was  serious." 

The  tone  of  the  young  lay- 
woman  is  serious  when  she  talks 
about  the  importance  of  her  work 
as  a  Volunteer  for  Africa. 

A  'life  changing  experience' 

“We  did  so  much  in  those  first 
three  weeks,”  Ms.  Lanier  contin¬ 
ued.  “We  distributed  shoes,  start¬ 
ed  a  Bible  study  and  renovated  a 
United  Methodist  clinic. 

"Near  the  end  of  my  term,  I  had 
a  life-changing  experience. 

“Our  team  was  riding  through 
town  when  we  saw  a  child  get  hit 
by  a  car.  Quickly,  the  nurses  and 
doctors  in  the  truck  jumped  out  and 
gave  medical  attention  to  the  child. 

“When  I  went  back  to  Michi¬ 
gan,  I  kept  wondering  what  would 
have  happened  if  we  were  not 
there  at  that  place  and  time. 

“I  thought  about  those  people 
and  I  had  to  come  back." 
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ZAIRE,  Africa-Carolyn  Lanier  visits  with  church  members  of 
Uvira  United  Methodist  Church.  Ms.  Lanier,  a  native  of  Troy 
Mich.,  is  administrator  of  the  Nairobi  office  of  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief. 


American  Methodists  join  Brits  in  Asbury  celebration 
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British  Methodists  sent  thanks  to  all  United  Methodists 
who  sent  'Letters  from  America'  to  All  Saints 
(Anglican)  Church  in  West  Bromwich,  England. 


Your  (Mi  (an 
Make  An  Eternal  Difference 
In  Just  One  Day. 

Bible  Sunday 


ONE  DAY.  ONE  HOPE.  ONE  WORD. 


This  November  19,  through  participation  in  Bible  Sunday, 
your  church  can  make  a  difference  in  the  lives  of  people  around 
the  world.  People  who  have  never  had  a  Bible  of  their  own. 
People  who  have  never  even  heard  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 
People  your  church  can  reach  with  the  power  of  God's  Word. 

This  year,  your  church  can  select  either  a  national  or  internation¬ 
al  target  for  Bible  distribution.  China  or  the  Olympics.  Whether 
your  church  elects  to 
focus  your  efforts 
across  the  globe  or 
right  here  at  home, 
coming  together  to 
share  God’s  Word  is 

_  what  Bible  Sunday 

is  all  about. 

And  Bible  Sunday  is  an  effective  way  to  excite  and  motivate 
your  congregation.  All  ages  can  participate.  All  materials  will 
be  provided  to  you  free  of  charge  And  now,  when  your  church 
participates,  you  can  retain  50 %  of  the  proceeds  for  your  own 
local  Bible  distribution  efforts. 


Getting  involved  is  easy.  Just  ask  for  your  FREE  Bible  Sunday 
kit.  With  it.  you'll  receive  a  Bible  bank,  a  poster,  sermon  ideas, 
a  video,  and  more. 

To  get  your  FREE  Bible  Sunday  kit.  simply  Fill  out  and  mail  the 
coupon  below.  Or  you  can  fax  it  to  us  at  (2 1 2)  408- 1 360. 

Or  just  call  1-800-isl’NDAY. 

i  Were  Ready  To  Make  a  Difference,  j 

J  Send  a  REE  Bible  Sunday  kit  to  share  with  my  church  or  group. 


SUNDAY 


Church/Group  Name  _ 
Denomination _ 


Addrt» _ 

City _ Stale  _ Zip _ 

Phone _ Fax _ 

1865  Broadway  •  NY,  NY  10023-7505 


American 

Bible 

Society 


ORDER  YOUR  FREE  BIBLE  SUNDAY  KIT  TODAY. 
JUST  (ALL  1-800-A-SUNDAY. 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

British  Methodists  celebrated 
the  250th  anniversary  of  the  birth 
of  Francis  Asbury  this  summer, 
and  United  Methodists  were 
there — by  letter,  the  Internet, 
shortwave  radio  and  in  person. 

Reporter  Publisher  Ron  Patter¬ 
son,  his  wife  Marlene  and  Gary 
Vincent,  senior  vice  president  of 
the  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House,  were  among  more  than  50 
American  United  Methodists  at  an 
Aug.  20  service  of  thanksgiving  at 
Salisbury  Methodist  Church. 

The  service  was  one  of  the 
many  summer  events  scheduled 
throughout  England. 

Mr.  Vincent  presented  a  paint¬ 
ing  of  Asbury  to  the  Salisbury 
congregation  as  a  gift  from  the 
Publishing  House. 

Francis  Asbury,  known  by 
many  as  the  “Father  of  American 
Methodism,”  was  bom  in  August 
1745  in  central  England. 

Asbury  served  the  Salisbury 
charge  as  one  of  John  Wesley’s 
young  preachers  who  were  dis¬ 
patched  throughout  Britain.  Sal¬ 
isbury  was  the  last  English  charge 
Asbury  served  before  sailing  for 
Philadelphia  in  1771. 

Salisbury  Methodists  enter¬ 
tained  two  busloads  of  American 
guests  at  a  Saturday  night  birth¬ 
day  party  which  preceded  the 
Sunday  thanksgiving  service.  Dr. 
Patterson  said  about  half  of  the 


"When  I  came  to  you,  brothers  and  sisters,  I 
did  not  come  proclaiming  the  mystery  of  Cod  to 
you  in  lofty  words  or  wisdom.  For  I  decided  to 
know  nothing  among  you  except  Jesus  Christ, 
and  him  crucified.  And  I  came  to  you  in 
weakness  and  fear  and  in  much  trembling." 

—1  Corinthians  2:1-3 

(Text  from  which  Francis  Asbury  preached  his  first 
sermon  in  New  York  in  1771) 


people  in  the  crowded  fellowship 
hall  were  from  across  the  United 
States. 

The  English  and  Americans 
broke  bread  together — with 
American-style  outdoor  grilled 
hamburgers  and  sausages  (the 
English  version  of  “hot  dogs") 
and  English  trifle — and  partici¬ 
pated  in  games  and  mixers  to  get 
acquainted. 

Throughout  the  evening.  Dr. 
Patterson  said,  a  congregation 
member  monitored  a  shortwave 
radio  and  the  Internet  and  brought 
reports  of  greetings  to  the  gather¬ 
ing  from  Methodists  around  the 
world. 

On  Aug.  21,  some  100  miles 
north  of  Salisbury  in  West 
Bromwich,  “Letters  from  Ameri¬ 
ca”  played  a  significant  role  in 
another  service  of  thanksgiving. 

The  service  was  held  in  All 
Saints  (Anglican)  Church  where, 
in  1 763,  Asbury  preached  his  first 


sermon. 

More  than  100  envelopes  from 
the  letters,  many  of  which  were 
from  U.S.  congregations  or  insti¬ 
tutions  named  “Asbury,"  were 
brought  to  the  altar  during  the  ser¬ 
vice  which  was  sponsored  by  the 
Methodist  Church  and  the  Angli¬ 
can  Parish  of  All  Saints.  The  let¬ 
ters  themselves  were  placed  in 
folders  and  circulated  among  the 
congregation  before  the  service 
began. 

The  Rev.  John  Murisey-Turn- 
er,  a  Methodist,  used  I  Corin,  2:2 
as  the  text  for  his  sermon,  the 
same  text  Asbury  used  in  his  first' 
sermon  in  New  York  in  1771. 

Faith  Richardson,  president  of 
the  Historical  Society  ofThe  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  was  among 
the  American  guests  at  the  service. 

Nearby  Asbury  cottage,  where 
Francis  Asbury  grew  up,  hosted 
more  than  1 ,000  U.S.  visitors  dur¬ 
ing  the  summer. 


'UM  colleges  deliver  quality 
and  value/  says  MoneyGuide 


By  LINDA  GREEN 

United  Methodist  Slews  Service 

Seven  United  Methodist-relat¬ 
ed  colleges  and  universities  made 
MoneyGuide' s  list  of  top  100  col¬ 
leges  that  deliver  high  quality  and 
value-based  education. 

The  1996  edition  of  Mon¬ 
eyGuide.  a  magazine  from  the  edi¬ 
tors  of  Money  magazine,  is  a  jour¬ 
nal  that  helps  parents  and  students 
find  the  best  college  buys. 

The  magazine  includes  infor¬ 
mation  on  cutting  college  costs, 
financial  aid,  scholarships  and 
loans,  and  degrees  that  help  get 
“top  jobs."  It  offers  a  formula  to 
help  parents  and  students  search 
for  a  college.  It  provides  a  finan¬ 
cial  guide  for  college  students. 

It  also  includes  key  facts  on 
1.049  four-year  schools. 

The  rankings  of  institutions  in 
the  1996  edition  were  based  on  16 
criteria  of  educational  quality. 
The  quality  of  education  offered 
was  compared  with  each  college's 
tuition  and  fees  to  determine  a 
value  rating. 

Criteria  used  to  rate  education¬ 
al  quality  included  SAT  scores  of 
entering  freshmen,  high  school 
class  rank  and  grade  point  aver¬ 
ages,  faculty-to-student  ratios, 
library  resources-to-students 
ratio,  instructional  budgets,  fresh¬ 
men  retention  rate,  four-year 
graduation  rates,  five-or-six-year 
graduation  rates,  student  loan 
default  record,  and  number  of 
doctorates  earned  by  graduates. 

For  the  third  consecutive  year, 
the  nation's  best  college  value  is 
New  College  of  the  University  of 
South  Florida. 

United  Methodist-related  Hen¬ 
drix  College  in  Conway,  Ark.,  is 
ranked  as  the  20th  school  in  the 
nation  to  offer  a  value-based  edu¬ 


cation.  Coming  in  at  42nd  is 
Emory  and  Henry  College  in 
Emory,  Va. 

Birmingham-Southern  College 
in  Birmingham,  Ala.,  and  South¬ 
western  University  in  George¬ 
town,  Texas,  are  ranked  59th  and 
60th  respectively. 

Wofford  College  in  Spartan¬ 
burg,  S.C.  is  ranked  81st  and 
Nebraska  Wesleyan  University  in 
Lincoln,  Neb.,  is  87th. 

Entering  the  ratings  at  99th  is 
Millsaps  College  in  Jackson,  Miss. 

Seminaries  and  colleges  that 
“require  an  affirmation  of  faith 
from  students”  as  well  as  institu¬ 
tions  that  have  curriculum  or 
activities  that  reflect  the  ideology 
of  a  specific  faith  were  not  includ¬ 
ed  in  the  Top  100  list. 

“Our  rankings  include  only 
schools  whose  curriculum  and 
campus  life  make  students  of  any 
or  no  faith  feel  welcome,"  the 
magazine  editors  said. 

Four  of  the  seven  United 
Methodist  colleges  in  the  Top  100 
list  also  made  the  best  values  list 
for  small  liberal  arts  schools. 

Hendrix,  ranked  4th;  Emory 
and  Henry,  7th;  Wofford,  14th; 
and  Millsaps,  18th. 

In  the  runners-up  listing,  the 
four  United  Methodist-related 
schools  named  in  the  101  to  150 
ranking  are:  Baker  University  in 
Baldwin  City,  Kan;  Baldwin-Wal- 
lace  College  in  Berea,  Ohio; 
DePauw  University  in  Greencas- 
tle,  Ind.;  and  Otterbein  College  in 
Westerville,  Ohio. 

MoneyGuide  magazine  also 
categorized  the  top  schools  by 
regions.  In  the  West  and  North¬ 
east,  no  United  Methodist-related 
institutions  are  listed.  United 
Methodist  colleges  in  the  South¬ 
west  and  Mountain  states  include 


Hendrix,  Southwestern  and  Cen¬ 
tenary  College  of  Louisiana. 

Listed  in  the  Midwest  are 
Nebraska  Wesleyan  and  Baker 
University. 

Emory  and  Henry  College  is 
included  in  the  Mid-Atlantic  list¬ 
ing. 

The  list  of  top  schools  in  the 
Southeast  include  Birmingham- 
Southern.  Wofford  and  Millsaps. 

After  weighing  the  education 
of  the  schools  against  the  prices 
charged,  MoneyGuide  says  that 
every  school  in  its  Top  100  list  “is 
a  terrific  buy.” 


EVASKVILLE  IN  TRINTTY  UNTTED  StotaB 
Church  is  searching  for  a  ftJkime  Dinner  of  Christian 
Education  and  Youth  Mirastrics  lor  our  dr*vrtc*vn 
church  of 400  +  members  Wc  sock  a  hj^tly  mctiv^- 
cd  individual  to  devdop  and  expand  our  Christian 
education  and  >outh  programs  to  mdude  ctywide  par- 
txipation.  Interested  apptaarls  hould  penes  the  mini¬ 
mum  qualificaions  of  a  daaonal  rruntaer  cr  the 
ajurvakn  FYase  smd  inquiries  la  Search  Committee, 
Trinity  United  Methodist  Church,  216  SE  Third  SL, 
Evansville,  IN  47713.  Telephone  (812)423-4495. 


DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  fcr  6500 
member  church  Rdc  chraJ  total  >outh  program;  re¬ 
late  dually  to  seracr  high;  suxtvtsc  staff  and 
vdurtca^  Profile:  evanghcal  lath,  mmetry  ponded 
m  rdanorthips.  exmath,  evargebm.  spoical  grc>Mh, 
drupbhip  and  kadership  training  Provoi  trade  re> 
ad;  degree  willing  lo  make  faur  year  commimat,  ad- 
ministntivc  4dls.  Resumes  and  rciaans  ta  Rrdc 
Krrchaff  ChrS  United  Methods  Ouch,  4488  ftp- 
far,  Memphis,  TN  381 1 7,  No  phone  cafc,  please 


DIRECTOR  OF  SINGLE  ADULT  MINISTRY: 
Large  metropolitan  church.  Responsible  for  aD  as¬ 
pects  of  programming  suites  ministry.  Send  re¬ 
sume  Karen  Spencer,  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  1928  Ross  Ave,  Dallas,  TX  75201. 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  Eductat  fcr  a  vi¬ 
brant  280tknembcr  dovrtovn  church  Sepportivc, 
enthcHasde  congrcptaon;  siph)  fcuhtiK  satoy  ntgp 
table;  master’s  degree  required,  post  experience  pre¬ 
ferred.  Send  resume  to:  Reverend  Gordon  L. 
Ridenour,  Senkr  Paster,  Fin-Centenary  United  Meth- 
otfct  Church,  P.Q.  Bax  208,  Chatanoqg,  TN  37401. 


EDUCATIONAL  TRAVEL-STUDY  ministry 
seeking  Regional  Director  for  states;  AK,  AR, 
AZ,  CO.  IA,  ID.  LA,  MN.  MS,  MT,  ND,  NE, 
NV,  OK.  OR,  SD.  TN.  WA,  WI,  WY  Part/fuU- 
time  income  and  travel  benefits.  Contact  Kris¬ 
tine,  Educational  Opportunities:  1-800-929-5327. 


THREE  NICE  ARABIAN  HORSES  nerd  good 
pasture,  care,  fencing  shdter  WiD  sdl  or  lease  reason- 
ably  to  great  hand  (918)  241-3756,  (918)  581-8448. 


DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  far  vttal 
280Ckncmber  church.  Coflcp  education  and  past 
work  experience  preferred;  strong  spiritual,  pro¬ 
gramming  and  relational  skills.  Salary  negotiable. 
Send  resume  ta  Reverend  Gordon  L  Ridenour, 
Senior  Pastor,  Fust-Centenary  United  Methodist 
Church.  P  O  Box  208,  ChatlanocgL  TN  37401 . 
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Faith  dimensions  5 

The  United  Methodist  ^-^1 
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Cuts  may  hit  college  enrichment 
programs  for  the  disadvantaged 


"Our  students  from 
this  area  need  help... 
They  need  academic 
support  in  high  school 
and  college." 

—Janet  Tarry 


PHOTO  COURTESY  OF  UNION  COLLEGE 

BARBOURVILLE,  Ky.,— Upward  Bound  summer  sessions  at 
United  Methodist-related  Union  College  turn  to  drama  to 
explain  a  point  about  personal  relationships  (see  story). 


By  LISE  CUTSHAW 

Union  College 

BARBOURVILLE,  Ky.— 
Upward  Bound,  an  educational 
enrichment  program  for  disad¬ 
vantaged  youths  funded  by  the 
federal  government,  has  been 
around  in  spirit  since  the  1960s. 

At  United  Methodist-related 
Union  College  in  Barbourville, 
Upward  Bound  has  been  actively 
preparing  socially  and  economi¬ 
cally  disadvantaged  high  school 
students  for  college  since  1980. 

While  this  school  year's  fund¬ 
ing  of  $267,719  at  Union  is 
promised,  the  1996-97  funding 
may  squelch  that  spirit  which  has 
seen  54  Union  College  graduate 
from  the  Upward  Bound  program. 

Nationally  the  Upward  Bound 
program  is  budgeted  at  $190  mil¬ 
lion,  according  to  the  National 
Council  of  Educational  Opportu¬ 
nities  Associations  based  in 
Washington. 

Budget  battle  smolders 

Although  the  U.S.  House  of 
Representatives  voted  last  month 
to  fund  the  six  Trio  programs, 
which  include  Upward  Bound,  at 
the  1995-96  level,  a  more  arduous 
budget  battle  smolders  this  month 
in  the  Senate.  Few  have  forgotten 
the  mandate  made  by  Ohio  Rep¬ 
resentative  John  R.  Kasich  to 
totally  eliminate  the  six  Trio  pro¬ 
grams  (budgeted  at  $463  million) 
next  summer. 

Originally  Trio  only  had  three 
federally  funded  programs:  Stu¬ 
dent  Support  Services,  Talent 
Search  and  Upward  Bound. 

The  National  Council  of  Educa¬ 
tional  Opportunity  Associations  in 
Washington  calls  the  movement  to 
cut  such  educational  programs  a 
“war  on  opportunity.” 

Union  College’s  Upward 
Bound  director  Janet  Tarry  calls 
it  "being  out  of  touch." 

“They  must  realize  that  people 
want  to  do  better,"  Ms.  Tarry  said. 
“Most  people  aren't  asking  for 


continued  handouts.  Our  students 
from  this  area  need  help.  They 
need  financial  aid.  They  need  aca¬ 
demic  support  in  high  school  and 
college.  Without  this  fund,  such 
help  would  be  lost." 

Union  College  is  located  in  the 
middle  of  Kentucky's  Appalachi¬ 
an  region  known  for  its  poverty. 

Upward  Bound  serves  each 
qualifying  student  through  four 
years  of  high  school  and  four 
years  of  college.  The  program  is 
specifically  tailored  to  meet  the 
needs  of  low-income  or  first  gen¬ 
eration  students  to  attend  college. 

Without  the  services  and  self¬ 
esteem  building  Upward  Bound 
offers  youngsters  from  socially 
and  economically  disadvantaged 
homes,  the  chances  of  graduating 
from  college  are  only  four  per¬ 
cent.  With  Upward  Bound  sup¬ 
porting  them  through  their  higher 
education,  about  52  percent  grad¬ 
uate.  More  than  95  percent  at  least 
give  college  a  try. 

Lost  to  future  young  people 
would  be  many  services,  such  as 
intensive  summer  classes  in  math, 
science,  English  and  personal 
development,  as  well  as  classes  in 
fine  arts,  journalism  and  volun- 
teerism. 

During  the  school  year  partici¬ 
pants  have  the  opportunity  to 
research  career  options  and  col¬ 
lege  choices  as  well  as  take  in  an 
extra  dose  of  personal  develop¬ 
ment — Upward  Bound-style. 

“Upward  Bound  is  just  like  a 
safe  place,"  said  DeLisa  Estes, 
assistant  director  of  Upward 
Bound  at  Union.  "Everyone  is 


welcome.  It’s  not  like  high  school 
where  there  are  cliques.  You're 
accepted  for  who  you  are.” 

UB  is  like  a  safe  place 

A  longtime  supporter  of  the 
Upward  Bound  program  and  fre¬ 
quent  visitor  to  Union's  program 
events,  Rep.  Hal  Rogers  of  Ken¬ 
tucky’s  5th  district  wrote  a  letter 
to  Rep.  John  Porter,  chairman  of 
the  House  subcommittee  on  labor, 
health  and  human  services  and 
education. 

Mr.  Rogers  said  that,  in  his  dis¬ 
trict  alone,  940  students  and 
adults  are  serviced  by  the  Upward 
Bound  program. 

"Those  folks  really  rely  on  that 
program,"  Sissy  Pressnell,  Mr. 


Rogers' legislative  assistant,  said. 
“I’m  a  first-generation  college 
student,  and  Mr.  Rogers  is  a  first- 
generation  college  student." 

Letters  and  other  efforts  sal¬ 
vaged  the  program  in  the  House. 
“It  was  a  huge  victory,”  Ms.  Press¬ 
nell  said  after  the  final  vote. 
"They’re  placing  a  lot  of  value  on 
our  youths." 

With  the  skirmish  won  in  the 
House,  Ms.  Tarry’s  hopes  for 
Upward  Bound  and  the  futures  of 
its  participants  remain  high. 

“Support  is  crucial  in  the  Sen¬ 
ate,”  she  said.  “Senators  Wendell 
Ford  and  Mitch  McConnell  (of 
Kentucky)  need  to  be  reminded  of 
the  importance  of  the  program  to 
Kentucky.” 


Low-budget  films:  Soul-less  and  Soul-full 


COLUMBIA  PICTURES  PHOTO  BY  RICO  TORRES 


Carolina  (Salma  Hayek)  and  the  Mariachi  (Antonio  Ban¬ 
deras)  narrowly  escape  a  powerful  explosion  while  on  the 
run  in  Columbia  Pictures'  Desperado  (see  commentary). 


By  RON  SALFEN 
Desperado 

Rated  R  for  strong,  bloody  violence > 
strong  sex  sequence  and  language. 

“Vengeance  is  mine;  I  will 
repay,  says  the  Lord.”  (Romans 
12:19) 

Desperado  is  a  poor  attempt 
to  make  a  killer  look  romantic. 
Sure,  Antonio  Banderas  is  hand¬ 
some,  and  he  has  a  gentle  side  to 
him  in  this  film  which  he  shows 
to  a  young  boy  learning  guitar 
and  a  young  woman  learning  the 
ways  of  love. 

But  at  heart,  he  is  a  murderer, 
bent  on  revenge,  and  all  the  bod¬ 
ies  flying  and  blood  flowing 
make  for  a  numbing  display  of 
his  callous  brutality. 

Despite  the  intriguing  begin¬ 
ning  of  this  film,  which  promised 
creativity  and  character  develop¬ 
ment  but  failed  to  deliver,  at  its 
violent  end  the  movie  is  as  empty 
as  the  main  character’s  soul.  He 
would  even  indulge  his  wrath  with 
the  blood  of  his  own  brother. 

How  could  he  be  a  hero  to  any 
but  the  cold  stone-hearted? 

The  Brothers  McMullen 

Rated  R  for  language  and  some  sex¬ 
uality. 

The  Brothers  McMullen  is  a 
literary  film,  high  on  dialogue 
and  low  on  action  sequences,  of 
modest  ambition  but  excellently 


written  and  convincingly  por¬ 
trayed,  despite  the  erratic  pro¬ 
duction  and  sometimes-awk- 
ward  acting. 

It’s  about  three  Irish  brothers 
in  Long  Island  whose  search  for 
love  and  happiness  make  for 
plenty  of  earnest  and  bawdy  con¬ 


versation  over  a  bottle  of  beer. 
And  some  characters  who  are 
intriguing  because  of  their 
foibles  and  incompleteness. 

This  is  not  slick  Hollywood. 
The  people  aren't  that  beautiful, 
and  the  set  is  not  that  lavish.  No 
chase  scenes,  high-tech  wizardry 


or  steamy  sex  shots. 

But  there  is  a  wrenching  hon¬ 
esty,  and  a  disarming  charm  and 
best  of  all  from  a  churchgoer's 
point  of  view,  a  very  serious 
treatment  of  religion. 

Irish  Catholicism  is  ridiculed, 
grappled  with  and  argued  about, 
but  never  ignored  as  immaterial. 
The  brothers  quote  Scripture 
(Exodus  20:14). 

They  debate  the  morality  of 
abortion,  which  is  expected,  but 
also  agonize  over  the  propriety 
of  pre-marital  sex  for  adults 
which  even  by  television  stan¬ 
dards  is  positively  antiquated. 

Christianity  is  perceived  here 
as  having  an  enormous  influence 
on  personal  and  family  values, 
which  is  a  world  view  rarely  seen 
in  a  contemporary  film. 

Despite  its  flaws.  The  Broth¬ 
ers  McMullen  is  a  refreshing 
antidote  to  a  conscienceless  Tin¬ 
seltown. 

Mr.  Salfen  is  pastor  of 
Neshaminy-Warwick  Presbyter¬ 
ian  Church  in  suburban  Philadel¬ 
phia,  Pa.. 


Inspirational  books  rate  high  on  Blacks  list 


By  SIONA  CARPENTER 

Religion  News  Service 

Each  day,  Sophia  Woodard 
reads  a  few  pages  of  Maya 
Angelou’s  book,  Wouldn't  Take 
Nothing  for  My  Journey  Now,  and 
reflects  on  the  messages. 

“I  read  it  as  a  meditation 
piece,”  said  Ms.  Woodard,  who 
owns  a  home-based  food  business 
in  New  Orleans. 

"Maya  was  one  of  the  first  peo¬ 
ple  who  spoke  to  me  through  her 
words.  In  this  book,  she’s  using 
her  experience  growing  up  and 
words  of  wisdom  from  her  moth¬ 
er  and  grandmother.  We  need  to 
go  back,  as  people  of  color,  to  the 
people  who  have  the  wisdom  in 


the  community." 

There  has  been  an  explosion  of 
interest  in  books  like  Angelou’s — 
motivational  and  inspirational 
works  written  by  and  for  African- 
Americans — and  a  proliferation 
of  new  titles  on  building  self¬ 
esteem,  enhancing  spirituality, 
raising  children,  staying  healthy 
and  cultivating  relationships. 

“In  the  last  year  and  a  half  there 
has  really  been  a  boom,"  said 
Michelle  Lewis,  owner  of  the 
Afro-American  Book  Stop  in 
New  Orleans. 

“People  are  responding  to  them 
positively,"  Ms.  Lewis  said. 
“Most  of  the  time  when  we  sell 
them,  customers  will  pick  up 
more  than  one  because  they  are 


buying  them  as  gifts." 

Inspirational  or  motivational 
themes  run  through  four  of  the  top 
five  nonfiction  paperbacks  on  the 
latest  Blacklist,  a  best-seller  list 
based  on  a  monthly  survey  of 
African-American  bookstores  by 
the  Quarterly  Black  Review  of 
Books. 

At  the  top  of  the  list  is  lyanla 
Vanzant's  1993  book,  Acts  of 
Faith:  Daily  Meditations  for  Peo¬ 
ple  of  Color  (Fireside/Simon  & 
Schuster,  $9),  a  collection  of  med¬ 
itations  drawn  from  sources  as 
varied  as  the  Bible,  Taoism,  Yoru- 
ba  priests,  Henry  Ford  and  Will 
Rogers. 

Ms.  Vanzant's  first  book.  Tap¬ 
ping  the  Power  Within:  A  Path  to 


Self  Empowerment  for  Black 
Women  (Publishers  Group  West, 
$10),  holds  the  fourth  spot  on  the 
list. 

The  list  also  includes  In  the 
Spirit:  The  Inspirational  Writings 
of  Susan  L.  Taylor  (HarperPeren- 
nial,  $9),  from  the  editor-in-chief 
of  Essence  magazine;  and  Eric  V. 
Copage's  Black  Pearls  for  Parents 
(Quill,  $10),  a  sequel  to  the 
author’s  popular  1993  book. 
Black  Pearls:  Daily  Meditations. 
Affirmations  and  Inspirations  for 
African-Americans  (Quill,  $10). 

Both  use  quotations  from 
African  proverbs  and  people  such 
as  Maya  Angelou.  Alvin  Ailey. 
Malcolm  X,  Bill  Cosby  and  Book¬ 
er  T.  Washington. 


Cookbook  reveals 
the  secrets  of  Jesuits 


By  NAOMI  KAUFMAN  PRICE 

Religion  News  Service 

St.  Ignatius  Loyola,  founder  of 
the  Jesuits,  said  prayer  must  lead 
to  the  service  of  others.  As  Broth¬ 
er  Rick  Curry  recounts  in  his  book 
The  Secrets  of  Jesuit  Breadmak¬ 
ing  (HarperCollins),  the  first 
Jesuit  House  in  Rome  became  a 
bread  distribution  center. 

Brother  Curry’s  book  blends 
faith  with  food,  interweaving 
spirituality,  practical  techniques 
grounded  in  his  order’s  theology 
and  a  fascinating  range  of  recipes. 

Brother  Curry  entered  the 
novitiate  in  1961  and  soon  learned 
sewing  and  breadmaking.  But  his 
career  took  him  on  another  path, 
to  theater.  He  holds  a  doctorate  in 
theater  and  founded  the  National 
Theatre  Workshop  for  the  Handi¬ 
capped  in  1977. 

He  kept  his  love  of  breadbak¬ 
ing,  baking  gifts  for  workshop 
benefactors  and  collecting  recipes 
in  his  travels  as  a  Jesuit  brother. 
(Brothers  are  full  Jesuits  but  not 
ordained;  traditionally  they  are 
artisans.) 

Passion  to  employ  disabled 

“My  passion  is  to  have  the  dis¬ 
abled  employed,"  said  Brother 


Review 

Curry,  who  was  born  with  one 
arm.  His  students  needed  to  earn 
money  and  "I  couldn't  think  of 
them  as  good  waiters  or  waitress¬ 
es,”  the  usual  work  for  struggling 
actors. 

“I  thought  maybe  I  can  teach 
them  how  to  bake,  using  adaptive 
techniques,”  Brother  Curry  said 
in  a  telephone  interview. 

As  he  went  through  his  recipes, 
the  idea  of  compiling  a  book  came 
to  mind.  Chapters  include  the 
liturgical  seasons  of  Advent, 
Christmas,  Lent  and  Easter.  Each 
includes  wonderful  anecdotes  of 
Jesuit  life  and  theology. 

Learned  in  a  novitiate 

Recipes  include  Brother's 
Bread,  which  he  learned  in  a 
Wernersville,  Pa.,  novitiate, 
updated  with  a  trick  he  learned  at 
the  Culinary  Institute  of  America: 
spraying  the  loaf  with  vinegar  to 
give  it  a  chewy  crust.  (You  can't 
taste  the  vinegar.)  This  method 
works  better  than  either  putting  a 
pan  of  water  in  the  oven  or  spray¬ 
ing  with  water. 


BROTHER'S  BREAD 


This  was  the  first  recipe  in  our  loose-leaf  binder  at  Wernersville. 
This  bread  was  probably  made  more  than  any  other  bread — also 
referred  to  as  peasant  bread. 

1  tablespoon  active  dry  yeast,  2  and  one-half  cups  warm  water,  1 
tablespoon  sugar,  1  and  one-half  tablespoons  salt,  6  to  7  cups 
unbleached  all-purpose  flour,  commeal,  vinegar. 

Combine  the  yeast  and  water  in  a  large  bowl,  stirring  until  yeast 
is  dissolved.  Stir  in  sugar  and  salt.  Mix  well.  Set  aside  for  5  minutes. 

Beat  for  10  minutes,  gradually  adding  flour  until  the  dough  begins 
to  pull  away  from  the  sides  of  the  bowl. 

Turn  out  on  a  lightly  floured  surface.  Knead  for  8  to  10  minutes, 
until  dough  is  smooth  and  elastic,  adding  flour  as  necessary  to  pre¬ 
vent  stickiness. 

Lightly  oil  a  large  bowl.  Place  dough  in  bowl  and  turn  to  coat  on 
all  sides. 

Cover  with  plastic  wrap  and  let  rise  in  a  warm,  draft-free  place 
until  doubled  in  bulk — about  1  and  one-half  hours. 

Grease  a  baking  sheet  and  sprinkle  with  commeal  or  line  one  with 
kitchen  parchment. 

Punch  down  the  dough.  Divide  in  half,  shape  into  two  round 
loaves,  and  place  on  the  baking  sheet.  Carve  an  X  in  the  top  of  the 
loaf  and  spray  with  vinegar.  Place  in  a  cold  oven  and  bake  at  400 
degrees  for  45  minutes.  Transfer  to  a  wire  rack  to  cool. 

YIELD:  Two  loaves. 


Presbyterian  preacher 
intertwines  nature,  faith 


This  is  my  Father's  world. 

And  to  my  listening  ears, 

All  nature  sings, 
and  round  me  rings 
The  music  of  the  spheres. 

This  is  my  Father’s  world, 

I  rest  me  in  the  thought 
of  rocks  and  trees, 
of  skies  and  seas, 

His  hand  the  wonders  wrought. 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

At  the  beginning  of  this  centu¬ 
ry  when  space  flights  and  satel¬ 
lites  were  only  fantasies  in  the 
minds  of  a  very  few,  a  Presbyter¬ 
ian  preacher  started  congrega¬ 
tions  singing  about  “the  music  of 
the  spheres.” 

Maltbie  D.  Babcock,  a  native 
of  Syracuse,  New  York,  was  a 
handsome  young  man.  At  Syra¬ 
cuse  University,  he  was  a  cham¬ 
pion  baseball  pitcher  and  an  out¬ 
standing  varsity  swimmer.  His 
magnetic  personality,  his  friend¬ 
liness  and  his  scholastic  record 
made  him  a  dynamic  leader. 

Following  a  pastorate  in  Balti¬ 
more,  Babcock  was  called  to  suc¬ 
ceed  Henry  van  Dyke  as  pastor  of 
New  York  City's  Brick  Presbyter¬ 
ian  Church.  Eighteen  months 
later,  while  on  a  Mediterranean 
tour,  he  died  in  Naples,  Italy. 

Shortly  after  his  death  Bab¬ 
cock’s  poetic  writings  were  pub¬ 
lished  in  1901. 

The  central  theme  of  Bab¬ 
cock's  hymn  is  God  the  Father. 


History 
of  Hymns 

The  term  “Father”  is  one  of  the 
names  of  God  found  in  the  Old 
Testament  but  one  that  does  not 
occur  with  great  frequency. 

However,  Jesus  used  this  term 
for  God  almost  to  the  exclusion  of 
others  from  evidence  in  the  New 
Testament.  It  is  a  term  Jesus  used 
in  the  model  prayer  that  He  gave 
to  His  disciples. 

Annin  Haeussler  has  said, 
"Babcock  brings  us  the  message 
of  God’s  presence,  God’s  person¬ 
ality,  God’s  power  and  God’s  pur¬ 
pose  through  this  inspired  bit  of 
verse.  It  is  not  a  mere  outburst  of 
song  about  nature  but  a  seasoned 
appreciation  beautifully  worded, 
of  unfailing  trust  in  the  ways  and 
judgments  of  God.” 

The  music  for  the  hymn  was 
written  by  Franklin  L.  Sheppard, 
a  Philadelphia  businessman  and  a 
member  of  Second  Presbyterian 
Church.  He  was  a  friend  of  Bab¬ 
cock  and  wrote  the  music  we  sing 
for  the  text  when  it  first  was  pub¬ 
lished  in  Alleluia ,  1915,  a  collec¬ 
tion  Sheppard  prepared  for  Sun¬ 
day  schools. 

NEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN: 

"Rise  to  Greet  the  Sun" 


RELIGION  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO  WITH  ART  BY  BARRY  NEMETT 

Shofar  sounds  a  new  year 

Rosh  Hashanah,  the  Jewish  New  Year,  is  referred  to  in  the 
Hebrew  Bible  as  "a  day  of  sounding  the  horn"  because  of 
the  frequent  blowing  of  the  shofar  during  the  holiday  cel¬ 
ebrated  this  year  on  Monday,  September  25. 
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Pendleton  Memorial 
Methodist  Hospital 

An  Affiliate  Of  The 
Methodist  Health  System 


5620  Read  Boulevard  •  New  Orleans,  Louisiana  70127  •  (504)  2-4  1-5100 
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Dear  Friend  of  Methodist  Hospital: 

Tammany  Parish  Hospital,  cf  main- 

Sning  Met"HoaspC“urrlt  mission,  to  pro.de  healthcare  to  East  New  Orleans 
residents  and  industry. 

an  alliance  as  the  best  strategy  ®  rticipat[ng  i„  the  agreement  is  bringing 

their  respective  communities.  Each  h  p  .  P  P  ,  ilt  )eatj  thc  community-based 
unique  strengths  to  the  network;  ,t  ,s  this  “ '"^This  exciting  venture 

SSaSsr-- 

in  the  healthcare  delivery  system.  Change  f  .  T.  article  tided  "Hospital 

Fac^Changes  Wi^ EastTower^highl^hts  thefhospital’s  major  expansion  and  renovation 

project. 

Also  featured  are  three  new  prognun^  service 

to  enhance  and  accelerate  the  healing  process. 

affiliated  hospital  in  the  State  of  Louisiana. 


To  your  good  health, 

0l 


Frederick  C.  Young,  Jr. 

President 


Hospital  Face  Changes  With 

East  Tower 


There  is  a  new  face 

emerging  at  Methodist 
Hospital. 

Look  down  the  main  road  leading 
to  the  Hospital  and  view  the  chang¬ 
ing  face.  The  hospital’s  new 
131,000  square  foot  East  Tower  is 
assuming  a  position  of  promi¬ 
nence  on  the  Methodist  campus  as 
it  nears  completion.  The  highlight 
of  the  $17  million  expansion  and 
renovation  project,  the  six-story 
East  Tower  will  house  patient  care, 
ancillary  and  support  services. 
Initial  occupancy  is  scheduled  for 
fall  1995. 

Expansion  and  renovation  of  some 
existing  areas  of  the  hospital  are 
also  underway  as  part  of  a  multi- 
phased  modernization  project. 
According  to  Expansion  Project 
Coordinator  and  Vice  President  of 
Facilities  Management  Hal  Cutlip, 
the  project  calls  for  facility  expan¬ 
sion  and  upgrades  to  meet  the 
needs  of  healthcare  now  and  into 


the  future.  Additionally,  there  is 
a  restructuring  of  resources  for  a 
more  efficient,  convenient 
arrangement  of  services  with  an 
emphasis  on  outpatient  care. 
“Upon  completion  of  the  project, 
the  hospital  and  its  ancillary 
facilities  will  have  the  capability  of 
covering  a  wide  range  of 
healthcare  services,”  Cutlip  says. 

The  first  floor  of  the  new  building 
will  incorporate  a  new  hospital 
entrance  and  lobby  area,  audito¬ 
rium,  admitting  office,  expanded 
cafeteria,  additional  passenger 
elevators,  reception  desk  and 
Auxiliary  gift  shop.  ‘The  empha¬ 
sis  is  on  space  and  comfort,”  Cutlip 
notes.  “Small  groups  of  chairs  and 
elevated  planters  will  promote  a 
relaxed,  welcoming  atmosphere." 

Other  areas  of  the  East  Tower  will 
include  Rehabilitative  Services, 
Physical  Therapy,  Occupational 
Therapy,  Respiratory  Therapy, 
Cardiology  Services,  an  innovative 


and  contemporary  Intensive  Care 
Unit,  and  a  Women’s  Center. 
Some  executive  and  administrative 
offices  will  also  be  housed  in  the 
East  Tower. 

As  part  of  the  project,  expansion 
to  both  the  Radiology  and 
Emergency  Departments  are  also 
scheduled.  The  new  Emergency 
Medicine  Center  will  be  able  to 
accommodate  an  additional 
volume  of  patients  and  will  include 
more  treatment  rooms,  a  separate 
entrance  for  ambulatory  patients, 
and  an  enlarged  visitors’  waiting 
area.  The  Radiology  expansion 
will  also  upgrade  treatment  rooms 
and  expand  support  areas. 

The  project  will  also  incorporate 
landscaping  and  additional 
roadways  for  the  campus. 
Additionally,  a  Wellness  Walkway 
provides  opportunities  to  honor 
or  remember  loved  ones  with 
engraved  bricks.  ... 


Hospital  Keeps  Pace 
With  Healthcare 


Methodist  Hospital  and  the 
Methodist  Medical  Staff 
are  continuing  a  tradition 
of  providing  quality  healthcare 
services  that  meet  the  immediate 
needs  of  East  New  Orleans  and 
surrounding  areas  with  the 
development  of  the  Methodist 
Health  Alliance. 

“In  keeping  with  Methodist 
Hospital’s  founding  mission 
and  philosophy,  providing  for 
the  healthcare  needs  of  the 
community  is  the  driving  force  for 
all  programs  and  activities  at 
Methodist,”  says  Executive  Vice 
President  of  Methodist  Health 
System  Foundation  Richard  A. 
Henault.  The  growing  prevalence 
of  managed  care  programs,  along 
with  decreasing  hospital-based 
revenues  and  increasing  move¬ 
ment  to  alternative  treatment  sites, 
is  contributing  to  the  growing 
need  to  re-engineer  the  delivery 
system.  Methodist  is  responding 
to  such  activity  with  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  the  Methodist  Health 
Alliance.” 

A  newly  formed  integrated  health 
delivery  system,  the  Methodist 
Health  Alliance  coordinates 
services  to  provide  physician  and 
hospital  services  to  patients  as  a 
one-stop-shopping  approach  to 
care. 

The  Methodist  Health  Alliance  is 
a  consumer-oriented,  seamless 
system  of  services  and  integrating 
mechanisms  that  guides  and  tracks 
individuals  over  time  through  a 
comprehensive  network  of 
preventative  health,  medical  and 
social  services,"  explains  Henault, 
who  was  recently  appointed 
President  of  the  Methodist  Health 
Alliance.  The  Alliance  spans  all 
levels  and  sites  of  care,  with  the 
express  aim  of  improving  the 
health  status  of  our  community, 
and  bringing  value  to  patients, 
payors  and  providers.” 

The  community  will  continue  to 
find  the  highest  quality  of  care  and 
top  flight  service  at  Methodist 
Hospital.  Methodist  will  develop, 
even  stronger  than  it  is  today,  as  a 
multifaceted,  flexible,  prime 
choice  for  managed  care 


Trends 

companies.  Henault  emphasizes 
that  Methodist  and  its  medical  staff 
will  increasingly  be  an  attractive 
option  for  employers,  payors  and 
specifically  targeted  managed  care 
companies. 

According  to  local  and  national 
healthcare  professionals,  the 
greater  New  Orleans  area  is  in  the 
midst  of  a  restructuring  period. 
Changes  are  expected  to  continue 
over  a  two  to  three  year  period  with 
the  managed  care  concept 
becoming  more  developed  and 
prevalent. 

“As  healthcare  continues  to  move 
through  a  transition  period  in  the 
New  Orleans  area,  Methodist 
Hospital  joins  other  healthcare 
providers  in  facing  the  challenge 
of  remaining  strong  in  the 
growing  market-driven  managed 
care  environment,”  Henault  says. 


"The  community  will 
continue  to  find  the 
highest  quality  of  care 
and  top  flight  service  at 
Methodist  Hospital. " 


A  delivery  system  structured  to 
monitor  access  to  healthcare 
and  control  costs,  such  as  a 
Health  MaintenanceOrganization 
(HMO)  or  Preferred  Provider  Or¬ 
ganization  (PPO),  managed  care 
is  recognized  as  the  major  driving 
force  in  changing  the  healthcare 
industry.  Many  managed  care 
programs  work  on  the  premise  of 
a  “gatekeeper”  or  primary  care 
physician  who  is  not  only  familiar 
with  the  patient  and  his  or  her 
medical  history,  but  when  special¬ 
ists  are  needed,  directs  the  patient 
to  the  appropriate  specialist  to 
ensure  rapid  diagnosis  and 
appropriate  treatment  with  the 
attendant  positive  outcome. 

“We  are  convinced  that  the  future 
of  the  delivery  of,  and  payment  for, 
healthcare  services  will  increas¬ 
ingly  be  within  the  realm  of  man¬ 
aged  care  programs,”  says  Henault. 


“As  the  market  matures,  managed 
care  programs  are  looking  for  a 
single  source,  one-stop-shopping 
contracting  vehicle  which  is 
capable  of  delivering  a  full 
spectrum  of  services  while 
assuming  economic  risk.” 

“One-stop-shopping,”  he  explains 
“includes  primary  care,  specialists’ 
services,  outpatient  care,  inpatient 
care,  rehabilitative  services, 
intensive  care,  home  care, 
and  long-term  care.  Wellness 
programs,  social  services,  and  a 
variety  of  ancillary  services  may 
also  be  included  in  this  approach 
to  care." 

The  Methodist  Health  Alliance  will 
enable  Methodist  Hospital  and 
associated  medical  staff  members 
to  participate  at  this  level  of 
healthcare  while  the  industry 
continues  in  a  transition  phase 
from  a  fee-for-service  system  to 
capitation.  Henault  explains  that 
within  several  years,  capitation  and 
other  “at  risk”  payment  method¬ 
ologies  may  be  recognized  as  the 
most  dominant  form  of  payment 
in  the  American  healthcare  system. 

In  a  capitated  system,  health 
maintenance  organizations  and 
other  insurers  pay  hospitals  and 
physicians  a  fixed  amount  per 
month  for  each  member  of  a 
health  plan,  whether  the  indi¬ 
vidual  member  enters  the  hospital 
with  a  heart  attack  and  subsequent 
surgery  or  whether  he  or  she  never 
requires  hospitalization. 

The  Methodist  Health  Alliance  is 
a  vehicle  that  recognizes  this 
fundamental  change,"  Henault 
says.  “It  is  an  opportunity  to  assist 
both  the  hospital  and  medical  staff 
to  establish  a  strong  position, 
while  providing  excellent  care  for 
the  community.” 

Methodist  Hospital  has  always  re¬ 
sponded  to  healthcare  needs  of  its 
growing  and  changing  commu¬ 
nity,"  Henault  comments.  “We  are 
continuing  that  commitment  now 
by  proactively  adapting  to 
healthcare  industry  changes  and 
re-engineering  a  more  efficient 
system  that  ensures  high  quality 
care  at  appropriate  service  levels.” 

Ill 


Methodist  Offers  New  Programs 


Hyperbaric  Medicine  Unit  Enhances  Care 


rwo  monoplane 

hyperbaric  chambers, 
such  as  the  one  pictured  here, 
comprise  the  recently  introduced 
Methodist  Hospital  Hyperbaric 
Medicine  Unit  -  the  first  in  East 
New  Orleans  and  one  of  the  few 
in  south  Louisiana.  Originally 
associated  with  the  treatment  of 
divers  experiencing  decompression 
sickness  or  uthe  bends”,  hyperbaric 
medicine  is  used  as  an  adjunct 
therapy  for  such  conditions  as 
carbon  monoxide  poisoning,  gas 
embolisms  and  gas  gangrene.  The 
technique  is  also  used  for  the 
enhancement  of  wound  healing, 
such  as  diabetic  foot  ulcers  and 
other  soft  tissue  infections. 


Sleep  Studies  Offer  Hope  To  Sleepless 


o  you  have  trouble  stayi  ng  awake  or falling  asleep  ?  Do  you 
MJ  snore?  Does  your  spouse  complain  about  your  excessive  snor¬ 
ing?  You  may  be  suffering  from  sleep  apnea,  a  disease  associated 
with  triggering  headaches,  high  blood  pressure,  heart  attack  or  stroke. 
Sleep  apnea  is  one  of  several  disorders  diagnosed  and  evaluated  at 
Pendleton  Memorial  Methodist  Hospital.  Depending  on  the  symp¬ 
toms,  patients  may  participate  in  non-invasive,  painless  overnight 
studies  conducted  by  trained  technicians  to  evaluate  stages  of  sleep, 
arm  and  leg  movements  during  sleep,  air flow  through  the  nose  and 
through  the  mouth  and  nose,  respiratory  functions,  blood  oxygen¬ 
ation  and  heart  rate.  Daytime  testing  may  also  be  conducted  to  de¬ 
termine  the  frequency  and  severity  of  daytime  sleepiness.  With  proper 
diagnosis  and  treatment,  however,  most  individuals  can  return  to 
peaceful  and  restful  bedtimes. 


Southern  Hospitality  Plus 

/t’s  possible  to  enjoy 

hospital  food.  A  service- 
oriented  program  at  Methodist 
Hospital  ensures  that  patients 
benefit  nutritionally  while  enjoying 
their  meals.  Hospitality  Plus,  a 
program  developed  by  Morrison’s 
Health  Care  Division,  offers 
appetizing,  attractive  meals  served 
with  a  generous  portion  of 
southern  hospitality  -  restaurant 
style.  Methodist  Food  and  Nutrition 
Services  staff  -  dressed  in  non-tra- 
ditional  hospital  uniforms  -  are  not 
only  delivering  visually  appealing 
meals,  but  are  committed  to 
presenting  them  in  a  gracious  and 
friendly  manner.  The  program  also 
incorporates  increased  flexibility  for 
special  requests  and  frequently 
updated  menus. 
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Volunteers  In  Mission  training 
offered  at  Sager-Brown 


Volunteers  in  Mission  is  one  of  God’s  instruments 
for  the  salvation  of  The  United  Methodist  Church. 
Like  the  camp  meetings  on  the  American  frontier, 
VIM  focuses  the  attention  of  participants  on  the 
gospel  over  a  sustained  period  of  time.  Serving  as  a 
VIM  thus  often  becomes  the  most  powerful  Christian 
experience  of  a  lifetime.  Persons  so  influenced  then 
often  help  to  transform  their  church’s  commitment  to 
mission  and  ministry. 

—  Excerpt  from  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction’s 
Volunteers  In  Mission  Fall  Newsletter 


An  adult  training  session  for 
Volunteers  in  Mission  (VIM) 
will  be  offered  at  Sager-Brown, 
October  27  and  28,  1995.  The 
event  begins  with  registration  at 
5:00  pm  on  Friday.  The  agenda 
for  Friday  evening  includes  a 
discussion  on  the  Theology  of 
Mission  led  by  Rev.  Scott 
Bullock  of  Asbury  UMC, 
Lafayette,  worship  and  sharing 
of  mission  experiences. 

The  agenda  for  Saturday  will 
begin  with  a  joint  devotion, 
breakfast  and  basic  training 
about  VIM.  Following  the  basic 
training  from  10:00  am  to  4:00 
pm,  the  participants  will  break 
up  into  three  tracts.  Each  person 
will  choose  the  tract  which  inter¬ 
ests  them. 

TRACT  1  - 
Children  in  Disaster 

The  presenter  for  this  tract  is 
Betsy  Eaves  from  First  UMC, 


Shreveport.  She  has  been 
trained  to  work  with  children  in 
disaster.  The  main  focus  of  this 
tract  is  how  to  set  up  programs 
for  children  after  a  natural  disas¬ 
ter.  The  focus  of  relief  follow¬ 
ing  a  disaster  is  providing  the 
concrete  needs  such  as  food  and 
shelter.  Parents  are  left  pan¬ 
icked,  confused  and  dealing  with 
physical  needs,  it  is  important 
to  provide  victims  of  disaster  a 
safe  haven  for  their  children  to 
give  them  the  time  and  space  to 
complete  necessary  work  and 
recover  from  their  own  emotion¬ 
al  turmoil.  Although  the 
emphases  for  this  tract  will  be 
natural  disaster  on  a  large  scale, 
participants  can  glean  ideas  for 
helping  children  in  smaller  more 
personal  disasters  such  as  loss  of 
home  to  fire  or  major  family  ill¬ 
ness. 


Health  Insurance  Evaluation 


The  Board  of  Pensions 
reported  at  Annual  Conference 
that  it  would  look  into  alterna¬ 
tive  insurance  programs.  An 
evaluation  of  insurance  pro¬ 
grams  would  be  made  in  order 
to  minimize  insurance  costs 
while  offering  needed  benefits. 
On  August  18,  1995,  the  insur¬ 
ance  committee  met  along  with 
the  insurance  task  force  named 
to  evaluate  the  current  plan. 
The  committee  requested  bids 
from  four  carriers.  Only  one 
showed  an  interest  in  giving  an 
estimate.  This  is  due  to  the 


plan’s  claims  experience  from 
the  last  two  years. 

The  committee  concluded  the 
current  plan  is  still  the  best  plan 
available  to  our  group  at  this 
time.  The  evaluation  is  still  in 
progress.  Another  report  from 
the  task  force  is  scheduled  for 
the  Board  of  Pensions  Executive 
Committee  meeting  in 
November.  The  committee  will 
keep  the  participants  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference  UMC 
Health  Insurance  Program 
updated  on  the  plan  evaluation. 


CONFERENCE  PROGRAM  CALENDAR 
OCTOBER.  1995 


5-6 

7 


10 

13 

14 
14 

14 

11-15 

15 

17-18 

20-21 

22 

26- 30 

27- 28 


28 


29 

28-11/5 


World  Communion  Sunday 

Council  on  Finance  and  Administration  Fall  Meeting,  Conference 
Office,  10:00  a.m. 

Christian  Educators  Fellowship  Retreat,  Tall  Timbers,  Alexandria 
Conference  Board  of  Laity  Meeting,  Newman  Church,  Alexandria 
9:00  a.m. 

S.S.T.E.P.  Retreat.  Tall  Timbers,  Alexandria,  Thurs.  5:30  p.m. 

-  Sat.  at  noon 

Planning  and  Research  Committee,  Conference  Office,  10:00  a.m. 
Bishop  Society  Event,  University  Club,  Shreveport,  6:30  p.m. 
Bishop  Society  Event,  Hotel  Bentley,  Alexandria,  12:00  noon 
Bishop  Society  Event,  Country  Club  of  Louisiana,  Baton  Rouge, 
6:00  p.m. 

Conf.  Special  Ministries  (Fall  Mtg),  Peoples  Community  Center, 
New  Orleans,  10:00  a.m.  -  2:00  p.m. 

Cursillo  No.  48,  Tall  Timbers 
Laity  Sunday 
Cabinet  Meeting 

United  Methodist  Women  District  Elected  Leaders  Training, 

Tall  Timbers 

Good  Samaritan  Observance 

School  of  Congregational  DevelopmenL  Asbury  Church, 

Bossier  City 

Volunteers  in  Mission  Training,  Sager-Brown  Center  for  Enabling 
Ministries,  Baldwin,  LA 

Conference  Youth  Serving  Ministries,  First  Church,  Alexandria, 
10:00  a.m. 

Disability  Awareness  &  Advocacy  Sunday 
Council  of  Bishops,  Lake  Junaluska,  NC 


NOVEMBER*  1995 

3-4  Diaconal  Ministry  Retreat.  Tall  Timbers,  Alexandria 

4  UMM  Meeting  for  Men  of  the  Louisiana  Conference, 
Aurora  Church,  N.O.  -  9  a.m.  -  3  p.m. 

5  Conference  Center  Sunday 

7-8  Cabinet  Meeting 

10-12  Jr.  High  Retreat,  Tall  Timbers,  Alexandria 

23  Thanksgiving  Day 

26  United  Methodist  Student  Day 

29-12/3  Cursillo  No.  49,  Tall  Timbers 


TRACT  II  - 
Disaster  Preparedness 

The  disaster  preparedness 
tract  has  three  components: 
Disaster  Training,  UMCOR 
Depot  and  a  discussion  of  the 
Oklahoma  City  bombing. 

Does  your  church  have  a  local 
disaster  coordinator?  Walter 
Braswell  and  Chuck  Wells,  con¬ 
ference  disaster  coordinators 
invite  each  church  to  send  a  par¬ 
ticipant  to  learn  more  about  the 
importance  of  having  a  local 
coordinator  in  each  local  church. 
Participants  in  this  session  will 
learn  important  information 
including  how  to  mitigate  dam¬ 
age  by  taking  preventative  mea¬ 
sures,  what  to  do  following  a 
disaster  and  when  and  how  to 
call  for  additional  help  from  the 
district  or  conference.  Both 
Braswell  and  Wells  emphasize 
that  participants  will  also  gain 
knowledge  in  learning  to  deal 
with  personal  disasters  to 
church  members  or  medical 
emergencies  which  may  take 
place  during  church  events. 

Sarah  Schoeffier,  director  of 
Sager-Brown  Center  for 
Enabling  Ministries  will  give 
participants  information  on  the 
new  UMCOR  Depot  which  will 
be  completed  in  December  at 
Sager-Brown.  This  depot,  one 
of  two  in  the  world,  will  gather 
in,  package  and  ship  out  materi¬ 
als  needed  for  disaster  relief. 
Schoeffier  will  share  ways  that 
local  churches  and  individuals  in 
our  conference  can  become 
involved  in  this  very  exciting 
ministry. 


The  final  component  to  Tract 
II  will  be  a  talk  by  Judy  Betz  of 
Jefferson  UMC,  Baton  Rouge. 
Betz  will  share  her  experiences 
as  a  volunteer  during  the 
Oklahoma  City  bombing  in 
April. 

TRACT  III  - 
International  Missions 

Churches  who  are  interested 
in  international  missions  should 
send  a  representative  to  the  third 
tract.  Areas  covered  by  this 
tract  include:  Medical  Mission 
by  Jim  Nichols,  Cuba  Initiative 
by  Karl  Klaus  and  Mark  Martin, 
Sister  Churches  and  Ongoing 
Relationships  by  Carolina 
Labrada,  Russia  Initiative  by 
Carol  Civils  and  UMCOR  Depot 
by  Sarah  Schoeffier. 

The  fee  for  the  training  is  $25 
and  preregistration  is  requested. 
Persons  interested  in  coming 
early  or  staying  after  can  do  so 
for  $5.00  per  night. 

For  participants  who  are  able 
to  spend  more  time  at  Sager- 
Brown,  a  VIM  workproject  will 
be  offered.  This  project  is  the 
remodeling  of  Peck  Hall  on  the 
Sager-Brown  campus  into  seven 
efficiency  apartments.  The 
apartments  will  be  used  by  long¬ 
term  volunteers  at  Sager-Brown. 
Persons  who  would  like  to  par¬ 
ticipate  in  the  VIM  project  may 
arrive  as  early  as  Monday, 
October  23,  1995.  For  more 
information  on  any  part  of  this 
event  call  Larry  Norman 
(504)356-4459  or  Sager-Brown 
(318)923-6238. 


LA  Christian  Educators  will 
gather  to  “Harvest”  ideas 


The  Louisiana  Christian  Educators  Fellowship  is  a  support  net¬ 
work  of  persons  whose  ministry  is  Christian  Education.  Both  lay 
and  clergy  may  become  members  of  this  organization,  a  chapter  of 
the  National  Christian  Educator’s  Fellowship. 

The  Louisiana  Chapter  holds  two  retreats  a  year.  Their  fall  retreat 
is  October  5-7,  1995  at  Tall  Timbers  in  Alexandria.  This  retreat  will 
offer  participants  a  “Fall  Harvest  of  Ideas”  for  the  local  church.  A 
veritable  smorgasbord  of  ideas  will  be  “served,”  including  puppet 
ministry,  youth  cafe  mania,  and  ideas  for  single  adults.  A  SSTEP 
(Sunday  School  Teacher  Equipping  Process)  Training  Event  will 
conclude  the  retreat  on  Saturday,  October  7,  1995. 


Persons  interested  in  joining  the  Fellowship  or 
attending  the  event  should  call  Linda  Fox  (504)346- 
1646  or  Cheryl  Gillespie  (318)868-0710. 


Sager-Brown  to  host  UMCOR 
International  Disaster  Coordinators 
Conference 


During  the  week  of  October  4-7, 
1995,  120  disaster  coordinators 
from  around  the  U.S.  and  other 
countries  will  go  to  Sager- 
Brown  for  training.  Sager- 
Brown,  which  was  brought  back 
to  life  following  Hurricane 
Andrew,  is  now  an  UMCOR 
Disaster  Training  Center. 

The  highlight  of  the  week  will 
be  the  celebration  of  the 
UMCOR  Depot  which  is  under 
construction.  The  depot,  one  of 
two  in  the  world,  will  respond  to 


emergency  situations,  on¬ 
going  projects  and  developmen¬ 
tal  needs  world-wide.  The  depot 
is  scheduled  for  completion  in 
December  with  a  formal  dedica¬ 
tion  planned  for  early  1996. 
Anyone  interested  in  volunteer¬ 
ing  at  Sager-Brown  should  call 
Sarah  Schoeffier  (3 18)923-4339 
or  Sue  Pugh  (318)923-4702. 


WORLD 

COMMUNION 

SUNDAY 


October  1,  1995  is  World 
Communion  Sunday.  I  know  of 
no  subject  more  appropriate  for 
me  to  address. 


Dr.  Stone  Caraway 
Executive  Director 
Adminstrative  Services 


For  fifty-one  years.  United 
Methodists  have  been  support¬ 
ing  Crusade  Scholars,  Ethnic 
minority  scholars  and  In- 
Service  Training  Programs 
through  World  Communion  Sunday  offerings. 

Last  year  Louisiana  United  Methodists  contributed 
$15,476,  the  largest  sum  in  the  last  four  years. 

In  a  recent  “Interpreter”  magazine  article  one 
Crusade  Scholar  was  singled  out.  The  article 
reads:“Loma  Khoo  graduated  magna  cum  laude  in 
1986  with  a  master’s  degree  in  theological  studies 
from  Perkins  School  of  Theology  in  Dallas. 

Returning  to  her  native  Singapore  as  an  ordained 
minister,  she  became  a  full-time  pastor  and  part-time 
church  history  teacher  at  Trinity  Theological  College. 

Since  her  return,  she  has  introduced  a  churchwide 
Christian  spirituality  program  for  Singapore 
Methodists,  reinstituted  the  Week  of  Prayer  for 
Christian  Unity  observance  in  her  country,  and  has 
helped  begin  both  a  new  congregation  and  the 
Methodist  Family  Service  Center  at  Bukit  Batok. 

All  these  achievements  she  credits  to  the  academic 
support  she  received  through  the  United  Methodist 
Crusade  Scholarship  Program. 

'Without  the  scholarship,  these  things  would  not 
have  been  possible,’  she  says.” 

This  Sunday  we  will  receive  the  Lord’s  Supper  around  a 
world  encompassing  table.  Because  we 
partake  of  one  loaf,  we,  who  are  many, 
are  one  body.  A  part  of  our  oneness  is 
surely  found  in  our 
common  need  to  share. 


Bishop  Oden  has  invited  conference  leaders  to  share 
their  thoughts  with  the  conference . 


q  TTWEOONFERENCEJ 


Prayer  Breakfast  scheduled  for  October  1st 

Mount  Zion  UMW,  New  Orleans  invites  all  interested  parties  to 
celebrate  World  Communion  Sunday  with  them  as  they  hold  a 
Prayer  Breakfast  on  Sunday.  October  1,  1995  at  9:30  am.  The  theme 
of  this  breakfast  is  “Prayerful  Women  Toward  the  21st  Century.” 
The  breakfast  will  take  place  in  the  Educational  Activities  building 
at  Mount  Zion.  A  communion  service  will  follow  at  1 1 :00  am.  For 
more  information,  please  call  the  church  (504)895-61 10. 


Twelfth  Annual  Singles  Conference 
“Single  &  Significant;  A  Life  of 
Meaning  and  Purpose” 

The  twelfth  annual  singles  conference  will  be  held  October  6-8,  1995  at 
Asbury  UMC,  Lafayette. 

Leading  the  sessions  will  be  Rev.  Dick  Dunn,  Pastor  to  Singles  and 
Stepfamilies  at  Roswell,  Georgia  UMC  who  has  been  instrumental  in  help¬ 
ing  start  over  1,000  singles  ministries  across  the  nation.  Other  speakers 
will  include  Rev.  Sheron  Patterson,  pastor  of  Jubilee  UMC  in  Dallas  and 
Fr.  Gary  Schexnayder,  pastor  of  St.  Edmond  Catholic  Church  in  Lafayette. 

A  special  Friday  evening  session  is  designed  to  better  equip  lay  persons 
for  single  adult  ministry  leadership  in  their  own  congregations.  Call  Rev. 
Scott  Bullock  at  (318)984-421 1  for  more  information. 
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'Restless  laity' 
key  to  regaining 
ethical  balance 


Faith  forum 


SEPTEMBER  29,  1995 


The  United  Methodist 

REPORTER 


Editorial 


Speaking  recently  to  a  global 
summit  meeting  of  Methodist 
leaders  in  Seoul,  South  Korea, 

United  Methodist  Bishop  Ken¬ 
neth  L.  Carder  of  Nashville  ques¬ 
tioned  whether  the  U.S.  church 
today  has  a  presence  that  matters. 

He  said  membership  decline 
isn’t  the  church’s  basic  problem. 

Rather,  he  said,  “In  terms  of  its 
moral  and  ethical  influence  and  its 
ability  to  shape  a  vision  of  the 
future.  The  United  Methodist 
Church  has  never  been  weaker.” 

Ouch! 

For  two  centuries,  Methodism 
profoundly  influenced  American 
culture  by  its  Christian  ethic, 
evangelistic  fervor  and  strong 
social  witness. 

Now  the  reverse  seems  to  be 
true,  with  American  popular  cul¬ 
ture  becoming  increasingly  the 
base  of  the  church's  decisions. 

The  bishop  called  this  base 
"market  logic,  consumerism  and 
economism.” 

If  his  observation  is  true,  then 
the  basis  for  making  decisions  in 
and  for  the  church  has  changed. 

On  an _ 

urgently  time¬ 
ly  basis,  this 
forces  one  to 
ask:  What 
effect  could 
such  change 
have  on  the 
1996  General 
Conference, 
the  church's 
top  legislative 
body? 

As  the  1,000 
elected  dele- 

body  prepare'to  When  delegates  press  buttons  to 
help  shape  the  cast  their  votes  electronically  at 
direction  of  the  the  1 996  General  Conference,  as 
church,  we  they  did  in  1992  as  shown  here, 
urge  them—  wha(  values  will  guide  their 
particu  ar  y  aC(jons  _  fafth  or  culture? 


those  from  the 
U.S. — to  recognize  and  counteract 
this  trend  by  basing  their  decision¬ 
making  on  Christian  ethics.  As  did 
Bishop  Carder,  we  stress: 

✓Sociology — including  popu¬ 
lar  theories  of  business  manage¬ 
ment — must  not  replace  theolo¬ 
gy — the  way  we  go  about  under¬ 
standing  our  relationship  to  God 
in  our  time. 

✓United  Methodism’s  distinc¬ 
tive  characteristic  of  “connection- 
al”  church  relationships  must  not 
be  thought  of  solely  in  terms  of 


bureaucracy.  Instead  we  should 
foster  a  new  understanding  of 
community  that  shares  resources 
and  energy  to  meet  the  needs  of  a 
hurting  world  and  lost  genera¬ 
tions. 

✓  Evangelism  must  transcend 
a  survival  mentality  of  “raising 
the  numbers”  to  become  a  fervor 
which  offers  our  communities  the 
Risen  Christ  who  transforms 
lives. 

✓Budgets  must  reflect  that  the 
bottom  line  for  the  church  is  peo¬ 
ple,  not  dollars. 

Bishop  Carder  expressed  the 
hope  that  our  institutional  salva¬ 
tion  will  come  from  a  restlessness 
among  the  laity  “who  intend  to  be 
more  than  functionaries  of  the 
institution.” 

That’s  our  hope,  too. 

We  believe  that  The  United 
Methodist  Church  can  regain  its 
moral  and  ethical  bearings — and 
hence  its  influence  upon  American 
culture  — 
through  the 
efforts  and 
witness  of 
thousands  of 
“restless 
laity.” 

Laity,  more 
so  than  cler¬ 
gy,  should 
make  extra 
efforts  to 
express  their 
opinions  to 
their  regional 
General  Con¬ 
ference  dele¬ 
gates  and  to 
pray  for  dele¬ 
gates’  guid¬ 
ance. 

Only  then 
can  The 
United  Methodist  Church  within 
the  U.S.  hope  to  regain  a  zeal  now 
present  in  thriving  Methodist 
denominations  beyond  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States. 

We’d  do  well  to  remember  the 
words  of  the  Apostle  Paul,  who 
taught  his  fellow  Christians  not  to 
be  conformed  to  popular  culture 
“but  be  transformed  by  the  renew¬ 
ing  of  your  minds,  so  that  you  may 
discern  what  is  the  will  of  God — 
what  is  good  and  acceptable  and 
perfect”  (Romans  12:2). 


We  need  compelling  church  leaders 


By  JAMES  WILSON 

Perhaps  James  MacGregor 
Bums  puts  the  matter  most  suc¬ 
cinctly  when  he  writes  on  the 
opening  pages  of  his  exhaustive 
work  titled  Leadership: 

“One  of  the  most  universal 
cravings  of  our  time  is  a  hunger 
for  compelling  and  creative  lead¬ 
ership.” 

Even  the  most  casual  observer 
of  American  society  would  find  it 
all  but  impossible  to  miss  this 
craving  for  effective  leadership. 

The  call  for  effective  leaders 
echoes  through  virtually  every 
aspect  of  our  society:  from  the 
corporate  boardroom  to  the 
school  classroom,  from  the  halls 
of  Congress  to  the  halls  of  labor 
unions,  from  volunteer  service 
organizations  to  political  action 
committees. 

Call  loud  and  clear 

This  call  is  heard  loud  and 
clear  in  the  church.  Church  mem¬ 
bers  in  congregations  large  and 
small,  urban,  suburban,  county 
seat  or  rural  are  demanding  effec¬ 
tive  pastoral  leadership.  Pastors, 


Here  I  Stand 


The  Rev.  James 
Wilson  is  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the 
DeKalb  District  of 
the  Northern  Illi¬ 
nois  Annual  Con¬ 
ference. 


lay  leaders  and  the  public  are 
demanding  effective  churches, 
congregations  that  make  a  differ¬ 
ence  in  their  witness  and  mission. 

For  many  years,  I  had  a  strong 
hunch  that  one  of  the  major  con¬ 
cerns  of  the  church  was  effective 
leadership  at  all  levels.  Two  years 
as  a  district  superintendent  have 
convinced  me  that  effective  lead¬ 
ership  is  a  indeed  primary  issue 
for  the  church. 

Effectiveness  is  one  of  those 
tricky  concepts.  Everyone  knows 
it  when  they  see  it.  To  define  effec¬ 
tiveness,  however,  proves  to  be  a 
bit  more  complex.  But  let  me  try. 

Effectiveness  has  to  do  with 


the  ability  to  make  decisions  and 
take  actions  that  enhance  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  an  organization. 

For  pastors  and  congrega¬ 
tions,  this  would  suggest  the  abil¬ 
ity  to  make  decisions  and  take 
actions  to  make  disciples. 

How  do  we  do  this?  I  believe 
we  do  this  by  equipping  congre¬ 
gations  for  ministry  and  mission 
as  they  help  people  discover  their 
spiritual  gifts  and  share  these 
gifts  in  the  life  and  witness  of  the 
community. 

While  effectiveness,  whether 
congregational  or  pastoral,  has 
many  ingredients,  two  stand  out. 

Clarity  and  vision 

The  first  is  the  clarity  of  call. 
Effective  congregations  are  clear 
about  their  call  and  how  that  call 
determines  their  ministry  and 
mission.  Effective  pastors  and 
congregations  remain  open  to 
what  God  in  Christ  Jesus  is  call¬ 
ing  them  to  be  and  to  do. 

Related  to  call  is  the  ability  to 
establish  a  vision  expressive  of 
the  call.  Effective  pastors  are 
able  to  articulate  such  a  vision  as 
well.  Effective  pastors  are  able  to 


articulate  a  vision  for  the  church. 

This  vision  is  what  energizes 
the  congregation  for  ministry  and 
mission.  Effective  congregations 
have  a  vision  of  where  the  Spirit 
is  leading  them.  This  vision 
informs  the  congregation’s  life 
and  work. 

I  believe  Christ  Jesus  calls  us 
to  be  both  faithful  and  effective 
witnesses  to  the  Gospel.  The  pas¬ 
sion  for  effectiveness  keeps  our 
faithfulness  in  touch  with  the 
world  about  us. 

The  commitment  to  faithful¬ 
ness  keeps  our  effectiveness 
focused  on  what  God  in  Christ 
Jesus  is  calling  us  to  be  and  to  do. 
Both  serve  to  satisfy  that  craving 
for  “compelling  and  creative 
leadership." 

"Here  /  Stand”  is  a  column 
for  readers  to  express  their  opin¬ 
ions  on  church-related  issues. 
Submissions  should  be  a  maxi¬ 
mum  of  tnv  typed,  double-spaced 
pages,  accompanied  by  a  recent 
photograph  and  the  name  of  the 
author’s  church.  Send  to  'Here  1 
Stand,”  UMR,  P.O.  Box  660275, 
Dallas,  TX  75266-0275. 


Isn't  educating  people  the  pastor's  job? 


PHOTO  BV  MICHAEL  CLEMENTS 


M.  Garlinda  Burton's  article  on 
"Catholic  nun  delights,  disturbs 
United  Methodist  clergywomen” 
(see  UMR,  Aug.  25)  quotes  the 
Rev.  Gennifer  Brooks’s  com¬ 
ments  about  the  Clergywomen’s 
Consultation  in  Atlanta: 

“As  a  pastor,  when  this  gets 
reported.  I’ve  got  to  face  the  peo¬ 
ple  in  my  local  church  and  try  to 
help  them  understand.” 

If  the  role  of  a  preacher  isn’t  to 
enlighten  and  educate  lay  people, 
then  what  is? 

Roy  Berger 
Carmichael,  California 

Read  all  the  Scripture 

In  response  to  Curtis  Baker’s 
letter  to  the  editor  (see  UMR, 
Sept.  8),  I’d  like  to  suggest  that 
we  read  all  the  Scriptures  that  he 
quoted,  1  Corinthians  6:9-11. 

It’s  true  that  the  verses  say  that 
homosexuals  will  not  inherit  the 
kingdom  of  God.  But  neither  will 
the  “unrighteous,  fornicators, 
idolaters,  adulterers,  effeminate, 
thieves,  covetous,  drunkards, 
revilers  or  swindlers,”  according 
to  this  passage. 

How  can  we  say  it  is  biblical  to 
ostracize  homosexuals  but  to  con¬ 
done  people  who  are  having 
extramarital  sex,  those  who  gos¬ 
sip,  or  those  who  are  engaging  in 


For  Heaven's  Sake 


By  Mike 


I  hate  itwhenrev. 
Wshteous  lets  the 
toUTH  GfiOUPCHCOSe 
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Journals  for  counting  days  inspire  a 
new  vision  of  God's  eternal  wisdom 


The  pile  of  unopened  mail  on 
my  office  desk  bore  witness  to  my 
absence  during  two  weeks  of 
vacation.  As  I  waded  through  the 
stack  I  opened,  in  succession, 
three  1996  calendars. 

My  soul,  still  blissful  from  a 
fortnight  free  of  work  worries, 
rebelled  at  the  sight  of  three  jour¬ 
nals  designed  to  mark  the  passing 
of  a  year  yet  to  come. 

“It’s  only  September!”  I 
groused  aloud.  “I  can’t  face  next 
year’s  calendars  already!” 

The  calendars  weren’t  at  fault. 
Their  pearly  pages,  illuminated 
like  ancient  manuscripts  with 
Scripture  and  scrollwork,  cast  no 
judgment.  What  they  ignited — 
my  sense  of  urgency  at  having 
Things  To  Do — tempted  me  into 
unwarranted  guilt. 

It’s  this  guilt  with  which  I 
struggle  more  and  more  as  I 
mature.  For  all  that  I  long  to  be 
like  Mary,  content  in  Jesus’  pres¬ 
ence,  I  am  much  more  like 
Martha,  anxious  over  too  many 
things  at  home,  at  work,  at  church. 


Faithfully  yours 


Cynthia  B.  Astle  is 
Associate  Editor 
of  the  Reporter. 


The  sight  of  these  calendars 
worked  on  me  all  week  long.  Then 
late  Sunday  night,  as  I  was  cast¬ 
ing  about  for  a  topic  for  my  turn 
leading  our  weekly  Monday 
morning  devotional  time  at  UMR, 
a  fragment  of  Scripture  popped 
into  my  head: 

“For  everything  there  is  a 
season,  and  a  time  for  every 
matter  under  heaven.”  (Eccle¬ 
siastes  3:1,  NRSV). 

At  first,  the  phrases — a  time  to 
plant,  a  time  to  reap,  a  time  to  keep 
and  a  time  to  throw  away — 


seemed  timeworn  and  trite.  Then, 
as  often  happens  when  I  read  my 
Bible,  the  Spirit  pulled  me  on. 

“[ God ]  has  made  everything 
suitable  for  its  time ;  moreover 
he  has  put  a  sense  of  past  and 
future  into  their  minds,  yet  they 
cannot  find  out  what  God  has 
done  from  the  beginning  to  the 
end.  ...  I  know  that  whatever 
God  does  endures  forever; 
nothing  can  be  added  to  it,  nor 
anything  taken  from  it;  God  has 
done  this,  so  that  all  should 
stand  in  awe  before  him.” 
(Ecclesiastes  3:11,14). 

Upon  this  reading,  the  words 
that  had  seemed  timeworn  re- 
emerged  as  timeless  guidance. 

My  “mini-mission”  for  the 
foreseeable  future  is  to  bear  this 
message  to  all  who  are  tempted  to 
give  in  to  frustration  or  despair  in 
our  era  of  lightning-fast  changes: 

We  need  not  fear  the  future,  for 
God  is  already  there! 

-CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


Letters 
to  the  Editor 


unprincipled  business  practices, 
all  of  whom  are  “not  going  to 
inherit  the  kingdom  of  God" 
according  to  this  passage? 

Scripture  is  meant  to  be 
embraced  as  a  whole,  not  taken  in 
pieces  and  quoted  incompletely  to 
support  a  particular  viewpoint. 

Millicent  Lasslo  Meeks 
Memphis,  Tennessee 

Fine  treatment 

My  thanks  for  the  fine  treat¬ 
ment  concerning  the  place  of  the 
American  flag  within  the  context 
of  Christian  faith  and  practice  (see 
UMR,  Sept.  1). 

We  who  are  part  of  the  Judeo- 
Christian  heritage  worship  the 
God  of  Abraham,  Isaac,  Jacob  and 
Jesus  of  Nazareth.  None  of  these 
happened  to  be  American. 

We  worship  God;  we  are  told 


to  have  “no  other  gods  before  us.” 
Unfortunately  in  contemporary 
American  society  we  are  encour¬ 
aged  (even  by  some  church  lead¬ 
ers)  to  present  ourselves  with  the 
cross  of  Christ  in  one  hand  and  the 
American  flag  in  the  other.  Thus 
adorned,  they  contend,  we  are 
ready  for  anything  that  might 
come  our  way. 

One  is  perplexed  at  how  the 
American  flag  became  a  fixture  in 
church  sanctuaries.  Christian  sis¬ 
ters  and  brothers  from  other  coun¬ 
tries  are  amazed  at  a  national  flag 
within  a  place  of  worship.  We 
need  to  render  to  God  that  which 
is  God’s  and  to  Caesar  that  which 
is  Caesar’s,  but  one  wonders: 
Who  is  setting  the  guidelines,  God 
or  mammon? 

William  W.  McDermett  III 

Bentonsport,  Iowa 

I'm  disconcerted 

I  found  two  things  disconcert¬ 
ing  about  the  article  on  the  pro¬ 
posed  Constitutional  amendment 
against  desecrating  the  American 


flag  (see  UMR,  Sept.  1). 

If  there  is  a  problem  with  the 
word  “desecrate,”  it  is  that  it  tends 
to  be  vague  and  subject  to  inter¬ 
pretation.  Apparently  so  is  the 
word  “speech”  as  used  in  the  U.S. 
Constitution.  Were  it  not  so  we 
would  not  be  having  this  discus¬ 
sion. 

The  real  aggravation  to  me  is 
the  writers'  implication  that  the 
voting  population  of  this  country 
is  incapable  of  making  up  its  col¬ 
lective  mind  as  to  the  wisdom  of 
any  constitutional  amendment — 
which  would  have  to  be  ratified 
by  elected  state  legislators  to 
whom  anyone  may  make  his  or 
her  opinions  known. 

I  suggest  the  writers  concentrate 
on  countering  the  constant  criti¬ 
cism  of  religion  that  equates  peo¬ 
ple  with  morals  and  values  to  the 
Spanish  Inquisition.  Instead  I 
encourage  them  to  take  their  battle 
over  precise  language  to  their  state 
legislature  at  the  appropriate  time. 

Frank  Parish 
Houston,  Texas 


Sayings 


“Local  churches  are  faithful  to  God’s  call  when 
they  are  actively  calling  persons  to  new  life  in  Jesus 
Christ,  nurturing  persons  to  be  disciples  in  God's 
community  and  addressing  the  needs — both  local¬ 
ly  and  globally — of  people  in  the  larger  family  of 
God.” 

— Bishop  Susan  M.  Morrison,  Philadelphia, 
Pa. 

*  *  * 

"We  think  of  religion  as  its  own  little  ghetto  in 
the  American  experience.  Probably  100  million 


people  go  to  church  every  week,  but  in  terms  of 
public  life,  you’d  never  know  that’s  the  case  . . . 
The  idea  that  religion  is  somehow  too  private  (to 
discuss)  is  ridiculous.” 

— Harold  Fickett,  Milton  Center  for  Christ¬ 
ian  writers,  Wichita,  Kan. 

*  *  * 

“Here  in  Goma,  we  are  fighting  with  Satan. .  . . 
Don’t  forget  us.” 

— Zachee  Kabunga,  a  19-year-old  Zairian,  to 
a  United  Methodist  mission  worker. 
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Director  or  Music  Ministries/Organist 

St.  Luke’s  United  Methodist  Church,  Indianapolis,  IN 

Searching  for  a  full-time  director/organist  for  church  of  4,000  members.  Deep  commitment  to 
joy  of  worship  through  music.  Requires  bachelor’s  degree  and  extensive  experience  in  leading 
multiple  choirs  (vocal,  instrumental)  and  accomplished  organist. 

Send  letter  of  application,  church  music  philosophy,  a  resume,  church  sizes  and  number  and 
types  of  choirs  directed,  three  letters  of  recommendation  to: 

Mr.  Robert  Zehr,  Chair,  Director  of  Music  Search  Committee,  St  Luke's 
United  Methodist  Church,  100  W.  86th  Street  Indianapolis,  IN  46260 


Don’t  Miss  the  41st  Annual 

Congress  on  Evangelism 

Affiliate  of  the  General  Board  of  Discipleship 

January  2-5,  1996 
in  Nashville  (Music  City),  TN 

For  information  call:  404-971-3643 
Or  write:  2325  Roswell  Road  NE  •  Marietta,  GA  30062 
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Faith  Watch 

From  news  and  staff  reports 

v _ _ _ y 

PETITION  DROPPED: 

Responding  to  a  voluntary  deci¬ 
sion  by  Westinghouse  Electric  to 
substantially  increase  children’s 
educational  programming  broad¬ 
cast  on  the  CBS  network,  the 
Office  of  Communication  of 
the  United  Church  of  Christ 
has  agreed  to  drop  a  petition  to 
the  Federal  Communications 
Commission  to  deny  the  waivers 
Westinghouse  needs  to  complete 
the  purchase  of  CBS,  inc. 

CUTOFF  EYED:  The  Office  of 
Communication  of  the  Presbyter¬ 
ian  Church  (USA)  has  proposed 
closing  its  newspaper  The 
News,  and  suspending  publica¬ 
tion  of  Monday  Morning,  a 
weekly  magazine  for  pastors 
and  other  church  leaders.  The 
proposal  must  be  approved  by 
the  General  Assembly  Council, 
the  denomination’s  top  decision¬ 
making  body  between  meetings 
of  the  General  Assembly. 

PEN  PALS:  Thanks  to  50,000 
Lutheran  schoolchildren  in  the 
United  States  and  Canada, 

30,000  Russian  first-graders 
will  start  the  school  year  with 
boxes  full  of  new  pencils, 
paper,  pens,  erasers  and  small 
toys.  Lutheran  Hour  Ministries 
sponsored  the  effort,  which  will 
benefit  youngsters  in  St.  Peters¬ 
burg  and  Moscow  on  the  first 
day  of  school,  known  in  Russia 
as  “Knowledge  Day.” 

POPE  TO  BALKANS:  Pope 
John  Paul  II  has  summoned 
Roman  Catholic  bishops  serv¬ 
ing  in  the  war-scarred 
republics  of  the  former 
Yugoslavia  to  consider  means  by 
which  the  church  can  promote 
peace  in  the  Balkans.  The  meet¬ 
ing  is  set  for  Oct.  17. 

EUTHANASIA:  Doctors  in  the 
Netherlands,  after  a  decade  of 
experience  with  assisted  suicide 
and  euthanasia,  are  moving  to 
tighten  the  guidelines  under 
which  mercy  killing  is  permit¬ 
ted.  Although  still  technically 
illegal,  euthanasia  has  been 
openly  permitted  if  doctors  and 
patients  meet  certain  guidelines 
issued  by  the  Royal  Dutch  Med¬ 
ical  Association. 

GUARDIANS:  The  Presbyter¬ 
ian  Church  U.S.A.  is  seeking 
volunteers  for  a  team  of  “wit¬ 
nesses”  to  travel  to  Guatemala 
where  three  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  there 
have  been  publicly  threatened 
by  death  squads.  Church  offi¬ 
cials  say  they  hope  the  guardian 
team,  by  providing  an  interna¬ 
tional  presence  with  the  threat¬ 
ened  church  members,  will 
enhance  their  safety. 

Compiled  from  news  reports 


$42  million 
price  tag  put 
on  BGM  move 

The  price  tag  on  moving  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries  from  New  York  to  sub¬ 
urban  Washington,  D.C.  is  in: 

Almost  $42  million. 

To  be  specific,  an  estimate  of 
$41,862,000  was  released  Sept. 
22  by  the  13-member  commit¬ 
tee  charged  with  recommending 
a  relocation  site  and  determin¬ 
ing  relocation  costs. 

The  price  includes  purchase 
of  land  in  Reston,  Va.,  a 
planned  community  near 
Dulles  International  Airport; 
construction  and  equipping  of 
a  five-story  headquarters  build¬ 
ing  and  relocation  of  staff. 

The  committee  proposes 
that  the  move  be  financed  via 
a  15-year  churchwide  special 
apportionment. 

The  committee’s  recom¬ 
mendations  will  go  to  the 
church’s  highest  lawmaking 
body,  the  Genera]  Conference, 
next  April  in  Denver. 

A  complete  report  from  the 
committee’s  meeting  and  artists' 
renderings  of  the  proposed 
building  will  appear  in  next 
week's  issue  of  the  Reporter. 


Faith  in  the  world 
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Churchgoing  police  sergeant 
helps  youth  develop  'SNAP' 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

A  Beaumont,  Texas,  police 
sergeant  who  laughingly  claims 
he's  allowed  to  “sit  but  not  sing" 
in  his  United  Methodist  church 
choir  is  the  "dad"  to  a  program  to 
help  elderly  and  handicapped 
people  during  emergencies. 

“We  have  had  inquiries  about 
the  program  from  31  states  and 
two  other  countries,”  Robert 
Smith  told  the  Reporter. 

His  13-year-old  daughter 
Courtney,  one  of  the  42  members 
of  the  middle-school  class  that 
developed  the  program,  roped 
him  in. 

The  international  award-win¬ 
ning  program,  SNAP  (Special 
Needs  Awareness  Program), 
began  when  the  children  heard 
about  the  difficulties  elderly  and 
handicapped  people  encountered 
when  they  tried  to  evacuate  their 
flood-threatened  homes  a  year 
ago. 

The  Individual  Humanities 
Program  class  members  heard  the 
horror  stories  while  they  helped 
hand  out  food  and  babysat  at  a 
relief  shelter  following  the  floods. 

The  class  decided  to  use  the 
problem  they  uncovered  as  the 
basis  for  a  statewide  competition 
in  community  problem  solving 


sponsored  by 
the  state  gov¬ 
ernment. 

The  class 
“dad,”  who 
chairs  the 
administrative 
council  at 
Beaumont’s  St. 

Luke’s  United 
Methodist 
Church  and 
who  had  10  years  experience  in 
emergency  management,  was  a 
natural  to  help. 

The  students  chose  the  school 
neighborhood  to  initiate  the  pro¬ 
ject.  Following  Snappy  the  Turtle 
(a  student  in  green  with  a  card¬ 
board  turtle  shell),  the  students 
surveyed  94  residences  to  deter¬ 
mine  whether  anyone  at  the  resi¬ 
dence  needed  special  assistance 
during  a  disaster  or  emergency. 

They  found  1 8  such  people  and 
gave  each  one  a  green  sign  to  put 
in  their  window  during  times  of 
emergency.  The  sign  is  printed 
with  the  words  "Assistance  need¬ 
ed  in  this  home." 

The  sign  alerts  emergency 
workers  to  check  those  residences 
first. 

Mr.  Smith  stressed  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  using  the  green  signs  only 
in  times  of  emergency.  Otherwise, 
the  signs  could  be  interpreted  as 


an  invitation  to  crime. 

The  students  won  the  statewide 
government-sponsored,  problem¬ 
solving  competition,  then  went  on 
to  Providence,  R.I.,  in  June  to 
compete  against  other  teams  from 
the  United  States,  Canada,  New 
Zealand  and  Australia. 

Winning  the  international  com¬ 
petition  in  community  problem 
solving  meant  “a  big  trophy  and  a 
lot  of  prestige,”  Mr.  Smith  said. 

“It’s  been  a  great  year,  let  me 
tell  you.” 

The  competition  over,  the 
school  turned  the  SNAP  program 
over  to  Mr.  Smith,  who  has  been 
providing  kits  of  survey  forms 
and  signs  to  communities  who  ask 
for  it. 

Because  no  funding  is  provid¬ 
ed,  Mr.  Smith  has  been  paying  for 
it  out  of  his  own  pocket.  The  kits 
cost  less  than  $2,  but  Mr.  Smith 
has  sent  out  several  hundred,  he 
said,  and  “that  adds  up.” 

But  the  experience  means  a  lot 
to  him,  Mr.  Smith  said. 

As  a  police  officer,  “I’ve  seen 
the  worst  of  kids  over  the  years.” 
The  class  project  “has  given  me 
the  opportunity  to  work  with  the 
kids  and  it’s  been  wonderful. 

“It  makes  you  stop  and  think: 
there’re  really  some  good  kids  out 
there  in  the  world.” 


Robert  Smith 


PHOTO  COURTESY  OF  ROBERT  SMITH 

These  snappy  middle  school  kids  from  Beaumont,  Texas, 
devised  a  plan  dubbed  SNAP  (Special  Needs  Awarness  Pro¬ 
gram)  to  help  elderly  and  handicapped  people  in  times  of 
emergencies.  In  the  process  they  won  an  international  award, 
all  with  the  help  of  a  United  Methodist  layman. 


UMCOR  assesses  church  damage  in  Caribbean 


PHOTO  BY  KEITH  RAE 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

United  Methodists  are  being 
asked  to  help  victims,  including 
Caribbean  Methodists,  of  Hurri¬ 
canes  Luis  and  Marilyn. 

Hurricane  Luis  raged  through 
the  area  Sept.  4-6  with  winds  of 
1 40- 1 60  miles  per  hour  damaging 
over  half  of  the  property  on  the 
islands  of  Antigua  and  Barbuda, 
St.  Maarten,  Anguilla  and  the 
British  Virgin  Islands. 

On  Sept.  16,  Hurricane  Mari¬ 
lyn  hit  the  islands  of  St.  Croix,  St. 
Thomas  and  Puerto  Rico. 

“We  had  an  assessment  team 
on  St.  Maarten  assessing  damage 
from  Luis  when  Marilyn  ’breezed 


through,”’  said  Wendy  Whiteside 
of  the  United  Methodist  Commit¬ 
tee  on  Relief.  “Their  report  back 
was  dim.  The  Federal  Emergency 
Management  Agency  reports  that 
both  St.  Thomas  and  St.  Croix  are 
devastated.” 

The  Rev.  Keith  D.  Rae,  staff 
executive  for  the  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  World  Divi¬ 
sion,  and  Larry  Powell  of  the 
UMCOR  catastrophic  disaster 
response  team  traveled  to  St. 
Maarten  to  assess  the  damage 
Sept.  13-16.  At  least  15  deaths 
have  been  reported. 

Local  church  efforts  include 
pastoral  care  and  material  aid. 


The  Caribbean  Conference  of 
Churches  is  coordinating  the 
emergency  response  of  non-gov- 
emmental  organizations  in  the 
region. 

Churches,  school  destroyed 

In  a  telephone  interview  with 
the  Reporter.  Mr.  Rae  said  at  least 
80  percent  of  the  houses  had  been 
damaged.  In  addition  three  of  the 
island’s  10  churches  were 
destroyed  as  well  as  a  Methodist- 
related  school . 

The  Rev.  Lester  Bowers,  pas¬ 
tor  of  Marigot  Methodist  Church, 
and  the  Rev.  Livingston  Malcolm, 
district  superintendent,  helped 
with  relief  efforts. 

Mr.  Malcolm  said  what  is  need¬ 
ed  most  is  food  for  the  homeless 
and  volunteers-in-mission  teams 
to  help  rebuild  homes. 

“Many  homes  had  roofs  blown 
off,”  he  said. 

On  Sept.  19  Mr.  Rae  returned 
to  Antigua  to  meet  with  the  Rev. 
William  Watty,  chairperson  of  the 
Methodist  Church  of  the 
Caribbean  and  the  Americas  ,  to 
determine  other  ways  The  United 
Methodist  Church  could  respond. 

Dr.  Watty’s  office  in  Antigua 
was  damaged. 

Meanwhile,  another  member 
of  the  UMCOR  catastrophic 
response  team  made  a  quick  trip 
to  St.  Croix,  St.  Thomas,  St.  John 
and  Puerto  Rico  where  at  least 
3,000  families  needed  assistance. 

Health-related  problems 

The  Rev.  Gordon  Knuckey 
made  an  assessment  of  church 
property,  along  with  Bishop  Vic¬ 
tor  Bonilla  of  the  Methodist 
Church  of  Puerto  Rico  and  the 
Rev.  Rafael  Moreno,  district 
superintendent. 

Included  in  the  damage  report 
was  a  Methodist-related  commu¬ 
nity  center  on  St.  Croix.  Also 
damaged  were  a  parsonage  and  a 


ST.  MAARTEN- 
This  Methodist 
church  on  the 
island  of  St. 
Maarten  was  hit 
by  Hurricane 
Luis  this  month. 

United 
Methodists  have 
been  asked  to 
respond 
through  the 
Bishops' 
Hurricane 
Appeal— 
Carribbean 
1995. 


Methodist  dormitory. 

Mr.  Knuckey  said  volunteers 
planning  to  assist  with  relief 
efforts  should  be  warned  about 
health-related  problems  on  the 
island.  This  includes  the  Dengue 
fever,  caused  by  the  increase  of 
mosquitoes. 

UMCOR  has  responded  to  the 
Methodist  Church  of  the 
Caribbean  and  the  Americas  with 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

A  group  of  United  Methodists 
meeting  in  Puerto  Rico  found  that 
a  casino  was  their  best  bet  for 
safety  from  Hurricane  Marilyn 
last  week. 

Members  of  the  churchwide 
Committee  on  the  Hispanic  Plan 
were  in  Puerto  Rico  for  a  meeting 
when  the  hurricane  struck. 

The  group,  which  included 
directors  and  staff  of  the  United 
Methodist  Boards  of  Church  and 


a  grant  of  $40,000.  In  addition,  a 
United  Methodist  Bishops’ 
Appeal  has  been  made  for  Hurri¬ 
cane  Caribbean  1995.  Gifts  to 
assist  the  relief  effort  can  be  made 
through  UMCOR  Advance  No. 
982438-3. 

Volunteers  for  Puerto  Rico  can 
begin  to  register  for  future 
rebuilding  efforts  at  (800)  918- 
3100. 


Society  and  Global  Ministries  and 
other  agencies,  and  300  other 
guests  were  confined  in  the 
hotel’s  windowless  concrete  casi¬ 
no  from  1 1  p.m.  to  7:30  a.m. 

Manuel  Espartero,  Church  and 
Society  staff  person,  said  prepar¬ 
ing  for  the  hurricane,  going 
through  one  and  coming  out 
unscathed  “made  me  aware  of  the 
pain,  suffering  and  insecurities 
people  who  have  experienced  dis¬ 
asters  go  through." 


PHOTOS  BY  KEITH  RAE 

ST.  MAARTEN— Larry  Powell  of  Las  Vegas  (left),  a  member  of 
the  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief's  disaster 
response  team,  talks  to  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Church 
of  the  Caribbean  and  the  Americas.  Mr.  Powell  toured  the 
island  of  St.  Maarten/St.  Martin  to  assess  hurricane  damage. 


Casino  becomes  haven 
for  Hispanic  Plan  group 


Committee  proposes  to  extend  Hispanic  Plan 


A  new  element  in  the  plan  for  next 
quadrennium  is  the  allocation  of  $1  million  for 
annual  conference  grants,  allowing  them  to 
pursue  new  mission  opportunities. 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

The  1996  United  Methodist 
General  Conference  will  be  asked 
to  provide  $3.1  million  in  funding 
to  continue  the  successful  Hispan¬ 
ic  Ministries  Plan. 

That  request  will  be  in  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  His¬ 
panic  Ministries,  which  met 
recently  in  San  Juan,  Puerto 
Rico. 

Despite  a  delay  caused  by  Hur¬ 
ricane  Marilyn — which  forced  the 
meeting’s  43  participants  to  spend 
a  night  in  the  casino  of  the  El  San 
Juan  Hotel  with  about  300  other 


guests — the  committee  was  able 
to  finish  its  work,  according  to  the 
Rev.  Jose  Palos,  plan  staff  coordi¬ 
nator. 

Since  its  adoption  by  the  1992 
General  Conference,  the  Hispan¬ 
ic  Ministries  Plan  has  generated 


51  new  congregations  and  220 
faith  communities,  revitalized  24 
existing  congregations  and 
trained  389  lay  missioners. 

Anew  element  in  the  plan  for 
next  quadrennium  is  the  alloca¬ 
tion  of  $1  million  for  annual  con¬ 


ference  grants,  allowing  them  to 
pursue  new  mission  opportuni¬ 
ties,  Dr.  Palos  said. 

The  report  to  the  1 996  General 
Conference  also  proposes  reduc¬ 
ing  the  committee's  size  from  29 
to  18  members. 

In  other  business,  committee 
members: 

v  Established  a  task  force  to 
work  on  issues  such  as  insurance 
and  liability  coverage  for  lay  mis¬ 
sioned; 

v  Were  told  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries  has  commissioned  five  new 


missionaries  and  reassigned  three 
others  to  Hispanic  Ministries 
work,  with  17  more  in  process; 

'd  Learned  about  the  availabil¬ 
ity  of  training  materials  in  Eng¬ 
lish  and  Spanish; 

'T  Received  a  report  from  the 
Challenge  Fund,  the  Advance 
Special  Fund  for  Hispanic  Min¬ 
istries.  which  has  raised  $68,025 
to  date. 

The  committee  took  an  offer¬ 
ing  which  the  autonomous 
Methodist  Church  of  Puerto  Rico 
will  use  to  assist  victims  of  Hur¬ 
ricane  Marilyn  in  the  Caribbean. 


When  delegates  to  the  1996 
General  Conference  cast  their 
votes,  what  values  will  guide  their 
decisions?  See  editorial  on  Page  2. 


Who  is  this  woman  and  what  does 
she  have  to  do  with  the  Ryder  Cup?  See 
the  story  and  photo  on  Page  4. 


Looking  for  some  good  news  about  United 
Methodists?  See  the  new  "UMC  Upbeat" 
column  on  Page  4. 
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Gerald  Turner 


(From  news  and  staff  reports y 

PURSUIT  OF  TRUTH: 

The  new  president  of  Southern 
Methodist  Uni¬ 
versity  in 
Dallas  said 
church-  related 
schools, 
grounded  in  a 
religious  foun¬ 
dation,  can 
provide  “truly 
the  fullest 
I  opportunity  for 
the  pursuit  of 
truth.”  Dr.  R. 
Gerald  Turner,  in  his  inaugura¬ 
tion  address  on  Sept.  9,  affirmed 
that  the  school’s  Perkins 
School  of  Theology  must  edu¬ 
cate  individuals  to  reinvigorate 
the  leadership  of  churches. 

FREE  SUPPLIES:  Churches 

damaged  by  natural  disasters  and 
churches  that  are  just  beginning 
to  recover  do  not  have  to  worry 
about  replacing  or  acquiring 
hymnals,  Bibles  and  offering 
envelopes.  Cokesbury,  a  divi¬ 
sion  of  the  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House,  offers  start¬ 
up  quantities  of  free  supplies, 
including  a  year  of  free  cur¬ 
riculum  resources. 

CULTURE  WARS:  A  one- 

day  symposium  at  for  people 
working  in  higher  education  min¬ 
istries  will  be  held  at  Michigan 
State  University,  Nov.  1 1 .  The 
seminar  will  attempt  to  answer 
whether  the  church  can  offer  a 
vision  to  rise  above  ideological 
and  cultural  differences. 

WESLEY'S  HYMNS:  The 
250th  anniversary  of  publica¬ 
tion  of  Hymns  on  the  Lord’s 
Supper  by  John  and  Charles 
Wesley  will  be  celebrated  at 
United  Methodist-related  Duke 
Divinity  School  Oct.  13-15.  At 
this  sixth  annual  meeting  of  the 
Charles  Wesley  Society,  six 
scholars  will  present  papers  on 
this  collection  —  four  of  them 
representing  Roman  Catholic, 
Anglican,  Methodist  and  Ortho¬ 
dox  perspectives. 

DONOR  DRIVE:  United 

Methodist-related  Meharry 
Medical  College  and  Honey¬ 
well.  a  manufacturer  of  ther¬ 
mostats  and  other  electronic  con 
trol  devices,  are  launching  an 
effort  in  mid-October  to 
recruit  members  of  ethnic 
minorities  to  become  bone 
marrow  donors. 

CHAPLAIN'S  AWARD 

The  Rev.  Donald  P.  Fortenber¬ 
ry,  chaplain  at  Millsaps  Col¬ 
lege,  Jackson,  Miss.,  has  been 
selected  the  first  Chaplain  of 
the  Year  award  recipient  by  the 
United  Methodist  Foundation  for 
Christian  Higher  Education.  He 
will  receive  a  $5,000  award  to  be 
used  to  develop  programs. 


Resist  evil/  say  gambling  foes 


By  )ORETTA  PURDUE 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

WASHINGTON— Gambling, 
predatory  enterprise,  can  be 
fought  by  diverse  individuals  and 
groups,  according  to  the  Rev.  Tom 
Grey,  executive  director  of  the 
National  Coalition  Against  Legal¬ 
ized  Gambling. 

In  the  Washington  area  for  a 
few  days  in  early  September,  the 
United  Methodist  clergyman 
from  Illinois  spoke  at  an  anti-casi¬ 
no  rally  in  Maryland,  led  a  work¬ 
shop  for  the  Christian  Coalition 
and  met  with  Rep.  Frank  R.  Wolf 
(R-Va.)  and  Sen.  Paul  Simon  (D- 
111.),  sponsors  of  legislation  to 
establish  a  national  gambling 
study. 

Declaring  that  “gambling 
threatens  families,"  he  said  stop¬ 
ping  its  spread  should  take  prece¬ 
dence  over  re-evaluating  its 
forms. 

He  told  a  group  of  reporters  and 
ecumenical  advocates  that  people 
of  a  broad  spectrum  of  conserva¬ 
tive  and  liberal  political  view¬ 
points,  of  widely  different  reli¬ 
gious  faiths  and  from  both  straight 
and  gay  communities  have  joined 
together  to  win  battles  against 
gambling’s  spread. 

Mr.  Grey,  a  Vietnam  veteran. 


"[I]  would  not  want  to  sacrifice  four  people  out 
of  a  congregation  of  1 00  " 

-the  Rev.  Tom  Grey 

National  Coalition  Against  Legalized  Gambling 


often  used  military  terms  and 
metaphors  as  he  recounted  hard- 
fought  battles  against  the  gam¬ 
bling  industry  during  the  past  few 
years. 

After  his  first  experience  fight¬ 
ing  the  introduction  of  a  riverboat 
casino  near  the  Illinois  church  he 
was  serving.  Mr.  Grey  said,  he  left 
the  congregation  to  devote  full  time 
to  helping  organize  grass-roots 
opposition  wherever  he  could. 

Wins  and  losses 

He  counts  18  wins  and  two 
losses  among  the  gambling-relat¬ 
ed  referendums,  court  cases  and 
legislative  bills  following  the 
May  1994  anti-gambling  confer¬ 
ence  sponsored  largely  by  The 
United  Methodist  Church. 

“Gambling  is  a  menace  to  soci¬ 
ety;  deadly  to  the  best  interests  of 
moral,  social,  economic,  and  spir¬ 
itual  life;  and  destructive  of  good 
government,”  Mr.  Grey  said, 
reading  from  the  church’s  Social 


Principles. 

He  termed  himself  and  all  the 
housewives  and  others  who  have 
fought  gambling  as  Gideon’s 
army,  a  reference  to  the  story 
found  in  Judges  7  of  the  300 
Israelites  chosen  to  capture  the 
much  larger  force  of  Midianites. 

“Unless  we  raise  a  real  army, 
they're  going  to  roll  right  over  us 
and  crush  us.  The  money  and  the 
political  power  are  so  great.”  he 
warned. 

Mr.  Grey  spoke  of  the  gam¬ 
bling  industry’s  attacks  on 
Messrs.  Wolf  and  Simon  because 
of  their  proposed  national  study 
of  the  effects  of  gambling. 

Citing  a  gambling  magazine 
article,  Mr.  Grey  said  4  percent  of 
the  population  are  compulsive 
gamblers. 

As  a  minister,  he  would  not 
want  to  sacrifice  four  people  out 
of  a  congregation  of  100,  he 
observed,  adding  that  the  remain¬ 
ing  96  percent  do  not  want  to  take 


care  of  that  4  percent’s  destroyed 
families. 

“Gambling  is  every  place,”  Mr. 
Grey  exclaimed.  “It’s  epidemic!” 

He  said  gambling  first  was  pro¬ 
hibited  by  the  states,  then  regulat¬ 
ed  and  now  too  often  promoted. 
In  several  states,  he  said  accusing¬ 
ly,  the  regulatory  commission  is  a 
cheerleader  for  lotteries  or  other 
forms  of  gambling. 

“How  can  we  get  government 
at  least  to  be  neutral?"  he  asked. 

He  urged  holding  elected  offi¬ 
cials  accountable  and  suggested 
evaluating  the  real  economic 
effects  and  social  consequences. 

'A  quick  fix' 

Bankrupt  governments  have 
viewed  gambling  as  a  quick  fix, 
Mr.  Grey  said. 

“We  do  not  want  gambling  cor¬ 
rupting  and  controlling  our  gov¬ 
ernment,”  he  declared. 

If  governments  are  going  to  be 
involved  with  gambling  either 
overtly  or  covertly,  “at  least  let’s 
have  public  debate,”  Mr.  Grey 
urged. 

Gambling  is  a  predator,  a  wolf 
in  sheep’s  clothing,  he  said. 

Gambling  interests  “have 
attacked  us  in  the  United  States, 
and  we’re  saying,  ‘Enough  is 
enough.’” 


UMC 

Upbeat 


Reality  Cup'  leads  to  war  of  words 


By  KATHLEEN  SCHWAR 

ROCHESTER.  N.Y.— All  they 
wanted,  insisted  some  Rochester 
civic  and  church  leaders,  was  to 
make  sure  that  international  golf’s 
prestigious  Ryder  Cup  tournament 
that  the  city  hosted  Sept.  22-24 
was  more  than  a  one-shot  affair. 

But  their  efforts  to  stage  a 
“Reality  Cup”  to  call  attention  to 
the  city’s  poor  led  to  a  war  of 
words  on  the  streets  and  in  the 
local  newspaper. 

'It's  a  wonderful  event' 

“Everyone  is  calling  us  party 
poopers,”  says  the  Rev.  Linda 
Dolby,  United  Methodist 
Rochester  District  community 
minister.  "But  our  position  all 
along  is  that  we  welcomed  the 
Ryder  Cup.  It’s  a  wonderful  event.” 

In  fact,  her  husband  was  one  of 
hundreds  of  volunteers  at  the  golf 
tournament. 

“We’re  just  saying  that  if  the 
best  and  brightest  can  work 
together  for  four  years  to  make 
this  huge  production  come  off, 
why  can’t  the  same  sort  of  ener¬ 
gy,  resources  and  intelligence  be 
applied  to  the  long-term  problems 
of  our  community?”  she  asked. 

But  their  attempts  to  enlist  the 
cooperation  of  Ryder  Cup  orga¬ 
nizers  failed. 

When  50  “Reality  Cup”  sup¬ 
porters  held  a  press  conference 
outside  Oak  Hill  Country  Club, 
site  of  the  biennial 
American/European  golf  match¬ 
es,  they  were  ignored  by  club 
members  and  staff. 


"Everyone  is  calling  us 
party  poopers,  but  our 
position  all  along  is  that 
we  welcomed  the  Ryder 
Cup." 

—the  Rev.  Linda  Dolby 
'Reality  Cup'  supporter 


The  “Reality  Cup"  organizers 
challenged  Ryder  Cup  winners  to 
play  them  at  miniature  golf,  but 
that  fell  flat. 

The  “Reality  Cup”  included  a 
self-guided  tour  from  the  upper- 
class  site  of  the  tournament  and  its 
history  related  to  the  Civil  War 
underground  railway  for  runaway 
slaves,  through  suburban  super 
stores  to  the  city  of  Rochester 
where  grocery  stores  have  been 
pulling  out. 

Glamorous  golf,  grim  facts 

Brochures  were  handed  out 
that  stated  the  grim  facts  that 
Rochester  was  ranked  1 3th  in  the 
nation  in  child  poverty,  two- 
thirds  of  its  residents  live  in  low 
income  households  and  the  num¬ 
ber  of  people  living  in  poverty  has 
doubled  over  the  last  20  years. 

John  Klofas,  a  local  criminal 
justice  professor  and  supporter  of 
the  “Reality  Cup,”  says  the 
biggest  threat  he  sees  in  the  debate 
is  that  “there  is  a  comfort  level 
that  poverty  problems  are  prob¬ 
lems  of  the  city  and  the  northeast. 

“Looking  at  data  on  cities  all 
across  the  country,  it’s  very  obvi¬ 
ous  and  well-reported  that  once 
you  create  this  sort  of  donut  hole 
(movement  of  middle-class  peo¬ 
ple  and  financial  resources  away 


'A  powerful 
experience' 

Editor’s  note:  In  this  issue  we 
introduce  a  new  column,  “ UMC 
Upbeat,"  designed  to  share  good 
news  about  United  Methodists 
around  the  world. 


United  Methodist  volunteers 
working  in  refugee  camps  in  Zaire 
continue  to  characterize  the  expe¬ 
rience  as  a  powerful  spiritual 
encounter. 

Recently  the  Rev.  Erica  Jenk¬ 
ins,  an  ordained  deacon  studying  at 
Interdenominational  Theological 
Center  in  Atlanta,  was  featured  in 
a  half-page  first-person  account  in 
the  Atlanta  Journal-Constitution. 

“1  met  people  in  Zaire  who 
really  believe  in  God  and  trust 
God,”  she  wrote  of  her  experi¬ 
ences  at  the  camp  in  Goma,  Zaire. 

"I  met  people  who  have  faith 
stronger  than  any  I  have  witnessed 
in  America.  Their  lives  are  in  dan¬ 
ger  and  they  have  no  material  pos¬ 
sessions,  yet  they  give  freely  to 
their  neighbors  and  smile  easily. 

“As  a  result  of  this  mission,  my 
life  is  simpler  now.” 

The  Atlanta  newspaper’s  pre¬ 
sentation  of  Ms.  Jenkins’  story 
included  photos,  a  map  locating 
refugee  camps  in  Zaire  and  a 
“how  to  help”  box  on  contribut¬ 
ing  to  refugee  assistance  through 
the  United  Methodist  Committee 
on  Relief  and  the  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries. 


PHOTO  BY  KATHLEEN  SCHWAR 

ROCHESTER,  N.Y.-United  Methodist  pastor  the  Rev.  Linda 
Dolby  and  other  "Reality  Cup"  supporters'  attempted  to  draw 
attention  to  the  poor . 


The  Peter  and  Eleanore  Kliest 

Family  Foundation  in  Florida  has 
given  a  challenge  grant  of 
$500,000  to  Africa  University. 

Half  of  the  money  has  been 
designated  for  the  construction  of 
a  dormitory,  according  to  Acacia, 
a  newsletter  of  the  Africa  Univer¬ 
sity  Development  Office. 

YVV 

The  religion  department  at 
United  Methodist-related  Syra¬ 
cuse  (N.Y.)  University  is  celebrat¬ 
ing  its  centennial  during  the  1995- 
96  academic  year. 

Department  chairman  the  Rev. 
James  Wiggins,  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist,  said  it  is  one  of  the  oldest 
undergraduate  departments  in 
North  America  offering  religion 
courses. 

Know  some  " good  news"  about 
United  Methodists !  Send  items  to 
UMC  Upbeat,  UMR,  P.O.  Box 
66027S,  Dallas  TX  75266-0275  or 
fax  to  1-214-630-0079.  Include  clip¬ 
ping  for  attribution  when  possible. 


from  city  centers  into  the  suburbs) 
you  really  do  undermine  the  econ¬ 
omy  [of  the  city]. 

“There’s  a  huge  loss  of  invest¬ 
ments,”  he  said,  “enormous  social 
service  expenses,  collapse  of  insti¬ 
tutions  like  education  systems,  the 
cost  of  which  we  all  bear.” 

Dr.  Klofas  and  other  support¬ 
ers  hope  they  can  keep  stirring 
interest  in  what  is  now  known  as 
the  “Reality  Cup”  long  after  the 
Ryder  Cup  is  a  memory. 

Ms.  Schwar  is  a  free-lance 
writer  in  Rochester,  N.Y. 


-BEESON 


The  Beeson 
Pastor 
Program  is 
a  unique  doctoral 
opportunity.  It’s  not  only 
designed  for  pastors,  it’s  designed  by 
pastors.  Pastors  with  experience. 

Pastors  who  understand  the  rhythms  of 
parish  ministry. 

Pastors  like  Maxie  Dunnam.  Maxie 
has  a  shepherd’s  heart.  Leaving  one  of 
Methodism's  flagship  churches  seemed 
unthinkable.  Then  it  became  clear. 
Accepting  the  Asbury  Seminary  presi¬ 
dency  didn't  mean  leaving  pastoral  min¬ 
istry,  it  meant  expanding  it.  Maxie  now 
leads  the  laity  by  leading  the  academy. 

Pastors  like  Dale  Galloway.  In 
1972,  Dale  was  a  pastor  without  a  pulpit 
when  he  began  preaching  atop  the  snack 
shack  at  a  drive-in  theatre  in  Portland. 
Ore.  As  Dean  of  the  Beeson  Center. 
Dale  now  teaches  pastors  the  principles 
that  transformed  a  few  carloads  ol  faith¬ 
ful  followers  into  one  of  the  country  s 
largest  and  most  innovative  churches. 


Pastors  like 
Ellsworth 

T'x  — v - - — -  -  ___  Kalas.  One  of 

Pastor  progl  din  the  leading 

*■  preachers  in  the  world 

today.  Ellsworth  honed  his  craft  by 
doing  it  — Sunday  after  Sunday,  for 
nearly  40 years.  In  1987,  Tlx  Circuit 
Rider  included  him  in  its  original 
"Great  Preachers”  series.  As  Beeson 
Senior  Pastor  in  Residence,  Ellsworth 
now  trains  pastors  to  become  the  best 
biblical  communicators  they  can  be. 

Dunnam,  Galloway,  Kalas. ..the 
cream  of  the  pastoral  crop.  You  won  t 
get  theoretical  speculation  from  these 
guys,  you’ll  get  over  1 00  years  of  tried 
and  true  experience.  The  best  in  bibli¬ 
cal  preaching  and  church  leadership. 
That’s  the  Beeson  Pastor  Program. 

To  learn  more  about  this  unique  doc¬ 
toral  opportunity,  call  the  Office  of 

At'“ions  A  ASBURY 

today  at  A  THEOLOGICAL 

1-800-2-  it  Seminary 

ASBU  RY.  JO.  N  u»*'i  a«  •  w*™*.  ky 


Schemer's  Specialty 

Pecans 


What  a  great  way  to  raise  $450  to 
$5,000  ...  all  the  money  you  need! 


Get  ready  for  your  greatest  fund  raising  drive  ever  with  delicious 
Schermer’s  Specialty  Pecans!  Used  by  millions  for  cooking 
Thanksgiving  and  Christmas  Holiday  dishes  and  desserts  or  just  plain 
nutritious  snacking-PECANS  go  fast.  They  are  a  natural  food  snack 
almost  everyone  likes  so  they  practically  sell  themselves.  You  are 
guaranteed  that  only 

the  very  best  of  our  - — —  — - ______ 

I  Free  Information  -  Schermer’s  Specialty  Pecans 


ripened-to-perfection. 
pecans  harvested  in 
October  make  the 
grade  to  become 
SCHERMER  S  PECAN  j 
FUND  RAISERS. 


□  YES!  Our  group  is  inierested  in  raising  money  selling 
Pecans  Please  rush  Free  information  on  how  to  sell  Pecans  for 
fund  raising 


Your  Address  . 


Your  Telephone  ( 
Date  of  Sale _ 


-  No  Members  belling  _ 


I  Return  to  Schermer  *  Specialty  Pecans 
I  P.O.  Bos  3650.  Albany,  OA  31706-3650 


Fo^^HMpEation.  use  order  form  or  call 

TOL^Hfe  1-800-841-3403 

(GA  residents  call  collect  0-912-888-1143) 

Schermer’s  Specialty  Pecans 

P.O.  Bos  3650.  Albany,  GA  31706-3650 


DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRY/Fine  Arts 
needed  for  growing  spiritual  seeking  sensitive  church  in 
north  Teas.  Candidate  wiD  provide  crveraghl  and  di¬ 
rection  for  a  comprehensive  music  ministry  including 
adult  choirVensembles,  youth  and  graded  children's 
choirs,  various  instrunxntal  groups  and  handbell 
choirs  with  the  capabilities  to  support  traditional  and 
contemporary  worship.  Applicants  should  possess  a 
compatible  vision,  strong  people  skills  and  a  pasaon 
for  worship  excellence.  Resumes  may  be  sent  ta  Ham¬ 
ilton  Park  United  Methodist  Church,  1 1881  Schroeder 
Road,  Dallas,  TX  75248,  Attn:  Personnel  Committee. 

PROGRAM  DIRECTOR  for  growing  suburban 
church.  Self-motivated  person  to  develop  and  over¬ 
see  various  ministries.  Full  or  part-time  flexibility, 
send  resume  and  salary  requirements  to:  Reverend 
Kent  Bailey.  Malesus  United  Methodist  Church, 
448  Old  Malesus  Read,  Jackson,  TN  38301.  Posi¬ 
tion  available  January  1, 19%. 

EVANSVILLE  IN  TRINITY  UNITED  Methodist 
Church  is  searching  for  a  lull-time  Director  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Education  and  Youth  Ministries  for  our  down¬ 
town  church  of  400  +  members.  We  seek  a  highly 
motivated  individual  to  develop  and  expand  our 
Christian  education  and  youth  programs  to  indude 
city-wide  participation.  Interested  applicants  should 
possess  the  minimum  qualifications  of  a  diaconal 
minister  or  the  equivalent  Please  send  inquiries  to: 
Search  Committee,  Trinity  United  Methodist 
Church.  216  SE  Third  SL,  Evansville,  IN  47713. 
Telephone  (81 2)  42T4495. 

STEP  INTO  THE  LAND  OF  THE  BIBLE  Un- 
equakd  ministryenhancing  travel  program.  Lectures 
by  qualified  scholars.  Tcp  Christian  not-for-profit 
company  takes  more  pilpims  to  Holy  Land  than 
any  other  company.  Depart  November-March 
1996.  lOday  trip  starts  at  Si, 448.  Clergy  scholar¬ 
ships  available,  Call  Bruce  at  1-800-929-5327. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  for  vital 
2800-member  church.  College  education  and  past 
work  experience  preferred;  strong  spiritual,  pro¬ 
gramming  and  relational  skills.  Salary  negotiable. 
Send  resume  to:  Reverend  Gordon  L  Ridenour, 
Senior  Pastor,  First-Centenary  United  Methodist 
Church,  P.O.  Box  208,  Chattanooga,  TN  37401. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  Education  for  a  vi¬ 
brant  280Omember  downtown  church.  Supportive,  en- 
thusiastx-  congregation:  superb  fodbtxs  salary  negpfiabfc 
master’s  degree  required,  pea  cxpaimce  preferred.  Send 
resume  ta  Reverend  Gordon  L  Rrdmour,  Senior  Pas¬ 
tor,  Fnst-Gentrnary  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O. 
Bax  208,  Chattanooga  TT4  37401 . 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  for  Bur¬ 
lington  Fust  United  Methodist  Church.  FULLtime 
responsibilities  for  total  youth  program  and  out¬ 
reach.  Strong  spiritual,  relational  programming  and 
leadership  development  skills  necessary.  Send  letter 
of  introduction  and  resume  ta  Rev.  Dr.  Barrie  M. 
Trifle,  421  Washington  Sl,  P.O,  Box  571,  Burling¬ 
ton,  IA  52601 .  Application  deadline  is  October  1 5. 

JOURNEYS  OF  PAUL  Learn  about  the  early 
church  and  the  ministry  of  Paul  when  you  travd  in 
his  footsteps  to  Greece  or  Turkey.  Depart  Summer/ 
Fall  19%.  lOday  trip  starts  at  $1,698.  Clergy  schoT 
arships  available.  Call  Bruce  at  1 -800247-0017. 

LIBRARY  DIRECTOR.  UNITED  Theological  Sem¬ 
inary.  Dayton,  Ohio,  a  graduate  theological  school  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church,  with  700+  students 
and  27  fulkime  faculty,  is  seeking  nominations  and 
applications  for  chief  administrator  of  its  library  with 
holding  of  1 37,000  units  plus  archives.  The  position 
requires  an  ALA-accredited  MLS  graduate  degree  in 
theology,  PhD.  desirable,  and  substantial  experience  in 
a  theological  or  academic  library  including  a  commit¬ 
ment  to  enhance  library  services  through  the  use  of 
technology.  Salary  commensurate  with  qualifications 
and  experience,  excellent  benefits  EDE  Starting  dale 
July  19%.  Closing  of  applications  November  10, 
1995.  Send  nominations  or  application  indudmg  cv 
and  at  least  3  references  ta  Provast  Maxine  Clarke 
Beach,  United  Theological  Seminary,  1810  Harvard 
Blvd,  Dayton  OH  454064599. 

DIRECTOR  OF  PROGRAMS  FOR  A  GROWING 
community  involved  congregation  of  1,100  Reponsbfe 
for  children,  vouh.  aduk  and  speaal  ministries  Experi¬ 
ence  in  program  planning  and  cocnination,  staff  sepervi- 
sion  and  computer  skills  arc  required  Sox!  resume  and 
nffercnces  t a  BiD  Hovard,  Gty  Read  Chapd  Unfled 
Methodist  Qurch,  701  S  GaHarin  Road,  Madison,  TN 
37115.  Fax  (615)  8656491. 

WANTED  DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDRENS  Minis¬ 
tries  l25Lmember  church  25  mies  east  <ff  EtaBas  in 
Rcxkv.aH,  TX  is  seeking  ocperierced,  aedertolcd  pasen 
to  ovascc  large  and  growing  children's  ministry.  Salary 
negotiable.  Send  resume  ta  5FRC,  First  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church.  P.O.  Bck  1 58,  RrxkwalTX  75087. 

YOUlH  MINIS  I  hK  WANTED.  Rapidly  grow¬ 
ing  UM  church  in  SE  Florida  seeks  fulkime  youth 
minister.  70+  active  youth.  Competitive  salary 
and  benefits  Send  resume  to:  Faith  UMC  6340 

W.  Boynton  Beach  Blvd.,  Boynton  Beach.  FL 
33437,  attn:  Youth  Ministry  Search  Committee. 

FULLTIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  Ministries 
needed  immediately  for  a  growing  suburban  church 
of  3600  plus.  Must  have  a  vision  for  youth  ministry 
within  the  comprehensive  program  of  the  church  Pri¬ 
ority  placed  on  demonstrated  experience  and  effee- 

rcfeiences,  and  salary  requirements  ta  Rev.  James 
McPahiL  Sr.  Pastor,  Klein  United  Methodist  Church, 
5920  F.M.  2920,  Spring,  TX  77388.  Phone:  (713) 
353-8202  FAX:  (713)  353-5073. 

GRAND  EUROPE  Explore  7  of  Europe's  most  ac¬ 
claimed  countries  Visit  London  Paris  Amsterdam. 
Cologne,  Rhine  Cruise,  Hodeftxirg  Munich,  Salzburg 
Innsbruck,  Liechtenstein,  Lucerne,  Zurich.  Depart 
Summer  19%.  14-day  trip  starts  at  S2J98.  Clergy 
scholarships  available.  Call  Bruce  at  1-800-247-001 7. 

WALK  WITH  WESLEY.  Learn  more  ifouut  your 
Methodist  heritage  when  vou  travd  to  Engand  Depart 
Spnng/Summer  1996  1 1-day  trip  starts  at  S  1,798.  Qer- 
&  schdaNaps  available  Call'  Bruce  at  1-800-247-001 7. 

BIBLE  SOFTWARE  CLEARANCE  Ertirc  Bte  8  ver- 
»ns  pkB  rcfcrcncc  Bbrary  $1900  aid  ip  DOSMAO 
WmdcwsCDROM  1-800991-3004  on  9,  24  fcurs 
Harvea  Minfins,  Bax  6304,  Olympia,  WA  98502 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  Full¬ 
time,  experienced  Director  of  Youth  Ministries,  dy- 
namic,  fast  growing  1800-member  church/Oriando 
area  DiaconaJ  minister  is  a  plus.  Salary  plus  bene¬ 
fits  Resumes:  Sanlando  UMC  1939  Boothe  Circle. 
Longwood.  FL  327506774  c/o  Search  Committee. 

LULLABYES...A  BEAUTIFUL  collection  of  origi¬ 
nal  lullabyes  perfect  for  the  young  and  young  at  heart 
Moms  enjoy  having  lullabye  tapes  to  play  in  the  car 
Children  enjoy  having  their  own  music  to  play  in  cas- 
sate  players  for  kids  The  tape  has  positive  messags 
that  a  mother  would  say  to  her  child.  From  Jingje- 
befle  Jingles  Inc.  a  great  gift  idea.  Written  and  pub¬ 
lished  by  published  artist  Sharon  Sanders  Send  $4  JO 
to:  Teddy  Bear’s  Lullabyes  P.O.  Box  9,  Ingiefidd,  IN 
47618.  Indudes  shipping  and  handling 

FULLTIME  DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDREN  and 
Youth  Ministries  with  experience,  needed  imme¬ 
diately  to  help  mold,  direct  and  develop  a  compre¬ 
hensive  church/community  ministry  for  and  with 
children  and  youth.  There  is  a  strong  foundation 
already  established  with  a  rich  history.  Salary  plus 
full  benefits.  Resumes:  Hollywood  Hills  UMC 
400  N.  35  Avc.,  Hollywood,  FL  33021. 

ESTES  PARK,  COLORADO.  All-new,  twobed- 
room  cottages  along  the-  river,  with  fireplaces, 
decks,  and  kitchens  Open  year-round.  Mountain 
Haven  Inn  and  Cottages  (9/0)  586-2864, 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  AND  FINE  ARTS.  Ar¬ 
vada  UMC,  Arvada,  CO  (Denver  Metro  area). 
Duties  include  musical  responsibilities  as  well  as 
plan  and  develop  cultural  events  for  church.  Or¬ 
gan  and/or  choral  musician  expcnence  required. 
Send  resume  with  salary  requirements  and  date 
available:  Pete  Simpson,  Arvada  UMC,  6750 
Carr  St..  Arvada,  CO  80004.  (303)  421-5135. 

WRITE  NOW  FOR  NEW  CHRISTMAS 
PLAY,  "Jesus  Meets  Santa.”  a  fifty  minute 
comedy  using  children's  and  adult  choirs.  Send 
$2.50  tor  script  to:  A/C  Christian  Drama,  P.O. 
Box  65,  Elmhurst,  IL  60126.  Illinois  residents 
add  1 8  cents  for  sales  tax. 

SEPTEMBER  29,  1995 


Faith  dimensions  5  rcgf? 

The  united  Methodist 

REPORTER 


Christian  fiction:  'growing  up' 


By  DENISE  E.  SCHROEDER 

Christian  fiction  is  moving  up, 
growing  up  and,  perhaps,  catch¬ 
ing  up  to  the  massively  popular — 
and  critically  acclaimed— Christ¬ 
ian  music  industry. 

Although  hard  evidence  of 
total  Christian  fiction  sales  in  a 
given  year  is  apparently  unavail¬ 
able,  it  is  clear  from  the  sales  of 
just  a  couple  of  authors  that  the 
genre  is  becoming  something  of  a 
phenomenon. 

Janette  Oke’s  books,  for  exam¬ 
ple,  have  sold  more  than  15  mil¬ 
lion  copies  since  Bethany  House 
publishing  brought  out  her  Love 
Comes  Softly  in  1979. 

Sold  more  than  5  million 

Frank  Peretti’s  This  Present 
Darkness  alone  sold  more  than  5 
million  copies  worldwide.  Pub¬ 
lishers  Weekly  said  in  February 
1993  that  Mr.  Peretti’s  novel,  “fol¬ 
lowed  by  the  1989  sequel  Pierc¬ 
ing  the  Darkness  and  the  1 992  sus¬ 
pense  thriller  Prophet,  [has]  paved 
the  way  for  what  has  become  a 
strong  growth  industry.” 

Word  Publishing,  the  largest 
Christian  book  publisher  in  the 

What  is 

Christian 

fiction? 

What  is  “Christian  fiction”? 

It  may  be  best  described  by 
what  is  NOT  acceptable  to  most, 
if  not  all,  Christian  book  publish¬ 
ers:  graphic  sex,  vulgar  language 
or  swearing,  excessive  and  gratu¬ 
itous  depictions  of  violence. 

Many  Christian  publishers  will 
not  consider  publishing  a  book  in 
which  the  main  character  uses 
alcohol  or  drugs,  smokes  ciga¬ 
rettes  or  commits  adultery, 
according  to  news  reports.  Minor 
characters  or  antagonists  may  do 
any  or  all  of  those  things. 

In  addition  the  book  must  have 
an  overtly  Christian  message,  and 
the  main  character  must  be  overt¬ 
ly  Christian. 

That  is  not  to  say  that  the  books 
lack  excitement.  The  requisite  bat¬ 
tle  between  good  and  evil  must  be 
fought  in  order  to  be  won. 

-DENISE  E.  SCHROEDER 


country,  is  releasing  Mr  Peretti’s 
new  thriller.  The  Oath,  this  year. 

Tyndale  House,  another  of  the 
nation’s  largest  Christian  book 
publishers,  reported  a  fiction  rev¬ 
enue  increase  from  $60,000  in 
1993  to  $2.2  million  this  year, 
according  to  the  Dallas  Morning 
News,  and  Spring  Arbor  reports  a 
300  percent  increase  in  sales  since 
1985. 


Tyndale  spokesperson  Theresa 
Walsh  compares  the  growth  of 
Christian  fiction  to  the  expansion 
of  Christian  music  during  the 
1980s. 

“What  began  as  happy  Christ¬ 
ian  music  has  turned  into  a  spe¬ 
cializing.  Now  we  see  quality 
[Christian]  country  and  pop  alter¬ 
natives,”  she  said. 

The  number  of  “name"  authors 


Best  selling  religion  books 


Religion  News  Service 
Hardcover: 

1.  The  Origins  of  Satan,  by 
Elaine  Pagels.  (Random  House, 
$23) 

2.  Life  on  the  Edge,  by  James 
Dobson.  (Word,  $19.99) 

3.  From  Beginning  to  End,  by 
Robert  Fulghum.  (Villard,  $20) 

4.  Gentle  Thunder,  by  Max 
Lucado.  (Word,  $19.99) 

5.  Angels  Don 't  Die,  by  Patti 
Davis.  (HarperCollins,  $15) 

6.  God:  A  Biography,  by  Jack 
Miles.  (Knopf,  $27.50) 

7.  Crossing  the  Threshold  of 
Hope,  by  John  Paul  II.  (Knopf, 
$20) 

8.  Who  Killed  Jesus?,  by 
John  Dominic  Crossan.  (Harper 
San  Francisco,  $23) 

9.  Illuminata,  by  Marianne 
Williamson.  (Random  House, 
$20) 

10.  From  the  Angel’s  Black¬ 
board:  A  Centennial  Celebra¬ 
tion,  by  Fulton  J.  Sheen.  (Tri- 
umph/Liguori,  $21.95) 

Paperback: 

1.  Chicken  Soup  for  the  Soul, 


edited  by  Jack  Canfield  and 
Mark  Hansen.  (Health  Commu¬ 
nications,  $12) 

2.  History  of  God,  by  Karen 
Armstrong.  (Ballantine.  $14) 

3.  The  Bluebird  and  the  Spar¬ 
row,  by  Janette  Oke.  (Bethany 
House,  $8.99) 

4.  The  Gnostic  Gospels,  by 
Elaine  Pagels.  (Vintage,  $9) 

5.  Care  of  the  Soul,  by 
Thomas  Moore.  (HarperPeren- 
nial,  $12) 

6.  Planet  Earth — 2000  A.D., 
by  Hal  Lindsey.  (Western  Front, 
$12.99) 

7.  Catechism  of  the  Catholic 
Church.  (Doubleday  Image, 
$7.99) 

8.  Mere  Christianity,  by  C.S. 
Lewis.  (Macmillan,  $3.95) 

9.  The  Gospel  of  Life  ( Evan - 
gelium  Vitae),  by  John  Paul  II. 
(Times  Books,  $9) 

10.  Meeting  Jesus  Again  for 
the  First  Time,  by  Marcus  J.  Borg. 
(Harper  San  Francisco,  $10) 

Compiled  by  Publishes 
Weekly  magazine. 


"We  need  to 
remember  that  Jesus 
taught  through  stories 
and  parables." 

—Carol  Johnson 
Senior  editor, 
Bethany  House 


who  are  trying  their  hand  at  Chris¬ 
tian  fiction  demonstrates  the 
increasing  popularity  of  this  rela¬ 
tively  new  sub-category. 

For  example,  Charles  Colson, 
of  Watergate  fame,  and  broadcast¬ 
er  Pat  Robertson  will  release 
Christian  novels  this  year. 

Charles  Colson  and  Ellen 
Vaughn  penned  Gideon 's  Torch,  a 
novel  about  "spin  control"  in  the 
federal  government,  soon  to  be 
released  by  Word  Publishing. 

In  spite  of  the  recent  boom, 
most  Christian  fiction  editors 
agree  that  the  growth  surge  will 
taper  off.  Leonard  Goss,  vice  pres¬ 
ident  of  Crossway  Books,  says  the 
pipeline  is  filled  with  books  for 
release  within  the  next  year,  but  he 
feels  a  shakedown  is  imminent. 

Shakedown  a  'good  thing' 

“This  is  a  good  thing,”  Mr. 
Goss  maintains,  “because  what 
will  happen  is  only  the  better  sto¬ 
rytellers  will  remain.” 

Hoping  to  gain  the  respect  of 
general  audiences,  publishers  are 
focusing  on  quality  and  realism 
while  preserving  evangelistic 
themes.  David  Horton,  senior 
acquisitions  editor  at  Victor, 
affirms  that  it  requires  more  writ¬ 
ing  ability  on  the  part  of  the  author 
to  balance  realism  and  a  moral 
message. 

Whatever  twists  and  turns  the 
Christian  fiction  market  may  take, 
it  appears  the  sub-category  is  here 
to  stay. 

“We  need  to  remember  that 
Jesus  taught  through  stories  and 
parables,”  says  Carol  Johnson, 
senior  editor  at  Bethany  House. 

The  crowds  wanted  to  hear  the 
message  from  The  Storyteller. 
Perhaps  Christian  fiction  has  a 
way  of  speaking  to  the  reader's 
heart  in  a  manner  other  publica¬ 
tions  cannot. 

Ms.  Schroeder  is  a  free-lance 
Christian  fiction  writer  in 
Collinsville,  III. 


Princeton  pastors  won't  wait  for  merger 


By  DEBORAH  KOVACH  CALDWELL 

Religion  News  Service 

PRINCETON,  N.J.— There  are  two 
Methodist  churches  here.  Both  have 
venerable  congregations,  old  buildings 
and  150-year-old  roots  in  town.  Yet  the 
members  don’t  know  one  another,  and 
the  pastors  only  recently  met. 

One  church  is  white.  The  other  is 
black. 

There  is  no  hostility  between  them 
and  probably  never  was. 

But  the  legacy  of  racism  that  divided 
Methodists  nationwide  more  than  200 
years  ago  lives  on  at  Princeton  United 
Methodist  Church,  a  handsome  stone 
edifice  across  from  Princeton  Universi¬ 
ty,  and  Mt.  Pisgah  African  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  a  paint-peeling  brick 
building  at  the  edge  of  the  town's  tradi¬ 
tionally  black  neighborhood. 

Recently,  two  Methodist  pastors  who 
have  become  friends  sat  together  in  Mt. 
Pisgah's  basement  and  talked,  at  first 
hesitantly  and  then  excitedly,  about  their 
budding  relationship  and  about  the  pos¬ 
sibility  that  their  denominations  may 
merge  with  the  Christian  Methodist 
Episcopal  and  the  African  Methodist 
Episcopal  Zion  churches. 

Merger  or  no,  they  want  their  congre¬ 
gations  to  get  acquainted.  They  know  it 
isn’t  going  to  be  easy. 


“People  hesitate  to  break  out  of  their 
ruts,”  said  the  Rev.  James  Harris  Jr„  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  500-member  Princeton  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  as  he  sipped  cof¬ 
fee  in  the  Rev.  Vernard  Leak’s  office. 
The  outreach  committee  of  Mr.  Harris' 
congregation  recently  discussed  con¬ 
tacting  the  250-member  Mt.  Pisgah  but 
couldn’t  figure  out  how  best  to  do  it. 

[The  denominational  merger]  may 
take  time,  said  Mr.  Leak.  “I  don't  think 
our  folks  are  ready  for  it,  and  I  don't 
think  the  United  Methodist  folks  are 
ready,"  he  said. 

There  are  all  the  usual  questions  of 
what  would  happen  to  duplicated  agen¬ 
cies,  publishing  houses,  seminaries, 
clergy  and  bishops 

But  there  are  deeper  questions:  How 
would  the  black  denominations  let  go  of 
their  strong  identities  and  proud  histories? 
How  would  the  predominantly  white 
denomination  deal  with  its  buried  racism? 

Mr.  Leak  says  being  true  to  God’s  call 
may  involve  some  pain. 

“In  any  spiritual  awakening,  we  must 
come  to  a  place  where  we  give,”  he  said, 
choosing  his  words  with  care. 

“But  we’re  really  not  willing  yet  to 
give  it  up  for  the  cause  of  Christ.  [Resis¬ 
tance  to  merger]  is  really  not  about  the 
merger.  It’s  about  power."  he  said. 

“And  fear  of  the  unknown,  ”  Mr.  Har¬ 
ris  added. 


RELIGION  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 

The  Rev.  James  Harris  Jr.,  left,  United  Methodist, 
and  the  Rev.  Vernard  Leak,  African  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal,  meet  to  discuss  friendship  between  the  two 
venerable  Princeton  churches  they  serve. 
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PHOTO  COURTESY  OF  LIBRARY  OF  CONGRESS 

Music  written  by  Jewish  immigrants  to  North  America  such 
as  the  one  above  which  expressed  loyalty  to  the  "Land  of  the 
Free"  is  included  in  the  1 65  Judaic  items  in  a  Library  of  Con¬ 
gress  national  tour  which  recently  opened  at  Southern 
Methodist  University. 

National  judaica  tour 
launched  at  SMU 


From  press  reports 

A  major  exhibition  from  the 
Library  of  Congress  opened  its 
national  tour  recently  at  Southern 
Methodist  University  in  Dallas. 

“From  the  Ends  of  the  Earth: 
Judaic  Treasures  of  the  Library  of 
Congress"  presents  a  record  of  the 
spiritual  and  cultural  creativity  of 
the  Jewish  people  in  America. 

The  exhibit  contains  165  items, 
many  of  which  have  never  been 
displayed  outside  the  library  in 
Washington. 

The  Meadows  Museum  of 
Southern  Methodist  University  in 
partnership  with  the  Foundation 
of  the  Jewish  Federation  of 
Greater  Dallas  is  presenting  the 
Dallas  portion  of  the  tour  Sept.  15 
until  Nov.  12. 

Meadows  Museum  director 
Samuel  K.  Heath  credits  the  idea 
of  the  traveling  exhibit  to  SMU 
trustee  Liener  Temerlin. 

'Exhibit  has  broad  appeal' 

Mr.  Temerlin.  a  longtime  bene¬ 
factor  of  the  Library  of  Congress, 
saw  the  collection  exhibited  in 
Washington  in  1991  and  recog¬ 
nized  its  broad  appeal,  Dr.  Heath 
said. 

The  exhibition  features  letters 
between  Jewish  leaders  and  Pres¬ 
idents  Washington,  Jefferson, 
Madison  and  Lincoln:  music 
composed  by  Leonard  Bernstein, 
Arnold  Schoenberg,  George 
Gershwin,  Aaron  Copland  and 
Irving  Berlin  and  papers  and  man¬ 
uscripts  written  by  Sigmund 
Freud  and  Albert  Einstein. 

In  addition,  the  exhibition  pre¬ 
sents  Hebrew  literary  and  reli¬ 
gious  masterworks  including 


The  exhibition  presents 
Hebrew  literary  and 
religious  masterworks 
including  medieval 
illuminated  manuscripts 
and  books  illustrated  by 
Marc  Chagall  and  Ben 
Shahn. 


medieval  illuminated  manuscripts 
and  books  illustrated  by  Marc 
Chagall  and  Ben  Shahn. 

The  works  are  grouped  in  six 
sections,  with  concentration  on 
the  history  and  experience  of 
North  American  Jews.  Their  per¬ 
sonal  collections  form  the  major 
Judaic  holdings  of  the  Library  of 
Congress. 

The  section  “First  Judaica  and 
Judaica  Firsts"  presents  the  earli¬ 
est  printed  editions  of  historical, 
philosophical  and  legal  texts. 

Cornerstones  of  Faith 

“Cornerstones  of  Faith"  and 
"Adding  Beauty  to  Holiness” 
illustrate  the  vital  role  of  scripture 
and  illuminated  text  in  Jewish  life. 

The  sections  “Witnesses  to 
History"  and  “In  the  New  World” 
illuminate  the  achievements  of 
Jewish  writers,  thinkers  and  sci¬ 
entists  in  both  Europe  and  Amer¬ 
ica,  while  “To  Sing  a  New  Song" 
pays  tribute  to  Yiddish  theater  and 
to  Jewish  composers. 

According  to  Library  of  Con¬ 
gress  officials,  the  exhibition  will 
travel  to  Hartford,  Conn.,  and  San 
Francisco  as  well  as  Dallas. 

Plans  for  travel  three  other 
cities  are  being  discussed. 


Chinese  Christian  wrote 
widely  sung  hymn  text 


Rise  to  greet  the  sun. 

Reddening  in  the  sky. 

Warrior-like  and  strong. 

Comely  as  a  groom; 

Birds  pass  high  in  flight, 

Fragrant  flowers  now  bloom; 

With  the  gracious  light 
By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

The  original  Chinese  version 
of  the  hymn  by  Tzu-ch’en  C. 
Chao  appeared  in  1936  in  a  col¬ 
lection  of  hymns  published  in 
Hong  Kong.  Hymns  of  Universal 
Praise  consisted  of  more  than  400 
hymns  of  Western  culture  trans¬ 
lated  into  Chinese. 

Chao,  a  brilliant  20th  century 
Chinese  Christian  theologian,  was 


Two  movies  present  tales  from  the  dark  side  of  life 


By  RON  SALFEN 
Prophecy 

Prophecy  is  a  movie  that’s 
steeped  in  religious  theme,  but 
it’s  in  the  context  of  a  horror/sci 
fi  package  that  will  probably 
attract  only  a  very  small  audi¬ 
ence. 

The  premise  here  is  that  there 
is  a  23rd  chapter  of  Revelations, 
which  describes  a  second  war  in 
heaven,  between  the  angels  head¬ 
ed  by  Gabriel  and  the  fallen 
angels  headed  by  Lucifer. 

The  twist  here  is  that  Gabriel 
(Christopher  Walken)  is  the  bad 
guy  because  he’s  jealous  that 
God  loved  humans,  and  gave 


them  a  soul. 

Lucifer  is  still  fighting  over 
the  souls  of  mortals,  but  he  does 
not  want  the  jealous  Gabriel  to 
win,  for  fear  of  creating  two  hells 
and  no  heaven.  So  the  hapless 
mortals  must  face  not-so-angelic 
principalities,  all  the  while  armed 
with  nothing  but  faith  and  deter¬ 
mination. 

There’s  lots  of  bloodshed,  and 


a  disturbing  absence  of  God.  To 
say,  as  these  renegade  angels  do, 
that  “God  is  love”  is  to  render 
Him  invisible,  and  therefore  a 
non-factor  in  this  cosmic  conflict. 

There’s  a  lot  of  mumbo-jumbo 
about  angelic  script  and  discarded 
pieces  of  the  Latin  Mass,  with  a  lit¬ 
tle  voodoo  thrown  in,  as  if  nobody 
else  notices  the  incongruity. 

This  is  not  the  cute  little 
extraterrestrial  renderings  in 
Damn  Yankees  or  It ’s  a  Wonder¬ 
ful  Life  or  even  Angels  In  The 
Outfield.  But  Prophecy  at  least 
assumes  that  there  is  no  more 
serious  issue  on  earth  than  the 
state  of  human  souls,  which 
makes  it  more  overtly  religious 


than  you’re  likely  to  see  from 
mainstream  Hollywood. 

Relfecfions  in  The  Dark 

She  said  she  was  a  Calvinist 
and  therefore  stoic  and  did  not 
need  a  mediator  because  she  had 
her  own  relationship  with  her 
Maker.  Couldn’t  you  tell? 

With  these  theologically  preg¬ 
nant  words,  a  convicted  killer 
(Mimi  Rogers)  tells  her  jailer 
(Billy  Zane)  to  get  the  priest  far 
away  from  her. 

In  Reflections  In  The  Dark,  the 
woman  who  confessed  to  mur¬ 
dering  her  husband  tells  her 
diary,  her  jailer,  and  the  viewer 


that  she  is  thinking  and  remem¬ 
bering  on  the  long,  lonely,  night 
before  her  execution. 

The  fact  that  she’s  beautiful, 
intelligent,  articulate  and  angry 
makes  her  intriguing  but  not  nec¬ 
essarily  enlightening. 

She  said  she  did  it  because  she 
felt  like  it,  which  is  the  same  rea¬ 
son  Eve  would  have  given  for  eat¬ 
ing  the  forbidden  fruit,  if  anybody 
would  have  asked  her  (Genesis  3). 

Depravity  may  actually  be  the 
failure  to  consider  the  conse¬ 
quences,  which  reduces  more  to 
lack  of  judgment  than  any  kind 
of  innate  evil,  though  the  two 
may  be  more  closely  related  than 
we  like  to  believe. 


educated  at  Soochow  University 
and  Vanderbilt  University.  He  was 
dean  of  the  School  of  Religion  of 
Yenching  University  (1923-53). 

While  he  suffered  persecution 
during  the  Communist  regime  in 
China,  he  was  allowed  to  remain 
on  the  faculty  of  the  Yenching 
Union  Theological  Seminary.  In 
addition  to  his  extensive  philo¬ 
sophical  and  theological  writings 
in  Chinese,  he  published  50 
indigenous  hymns  in  1931.  He 
died  in  1979. 

Bliss  Wiant,  a  Methodist  min¬ 
ister,  translated  Chao’s  hymn  into 
English,  and  the  translation  has 
been  widely  used. 

An  excellent  organist  and 
church  musician,  Wiant  served  as 
head  of  the  music  department  at 
Yenching  University,  Peking, 
China,  from  1923  to  1951  and  he 
formed  a  friendship  with  Chao. 

He  edited  Hymns  of  Universal 
Praise  and  encouraged  Chinese 
Christians  to  write  indigenous 
Christian  songs.  He  felt  strongly 
that  the  Chinese  did  not  need  to 
depend  solely  on  hymns  and  gospel 
songs  from  the  United  States  and 
England  to  sing  of  their  faith. 

Hu  Te-ai  was  credited  by  Wiant 
as  the  person  responsible  for  the 
tune  that  bears  the  name  "Le 
P’ing”  (happy  peace).  There 
seems  to  be  no  information  about 
this  person  except,  according  to 
Wiant,  “her  given  name  means 
’virtuous  love’  and  is  representa¬ 
tive  of  names  given  to  Chinese 
Christians,  especially  girls  " 
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Terrel  J.  DeVille,  President  and  CEO _  _  _ 


When  it  Comes  to  Our 

Ministr  y... 


From  Our  Past 


Working  the  Land 

Teaching  Responsibility  Through  Care  of  Animals 
Learning  Trust  Through  Group  Activities 


To  The  present 


Children  Ha  ve 
Al  wa  ys  Been 

OUR  Harvest! 


If  you  would  like  more  information  about  our  ministry  or  would 
'like  to  contribute,  please  fill  out  the  information  below  and  send  it  to: 

!  Methodist  Children’s  Home,  P.O.  Box  929,  Ruston,  LA  71273- 
l0929. 

Please  print  all  information 

\  □  Please  send  me  more  information  about  your  life  changing  ministry 
to  youth  and  their  families. 

i  □  I  would  like  to  contribute  $ _ . 

□  in  honor  of _ _ _ 

□  in  memory  of _ . _ _ 

Date  of  death _ 

i  Please  send  notice  of  gift  to: _ _ 

i  Address: _ _ _ _ _ 

street  city  state  zip 

!  Their  relationship  to  person  being  remembered: _ 

'NOTE:  'Upon  receipt  of  a  gift,  an  appropriate  letter  is  sent  to  the 
'bereaved  family  or  individual  being  honored.  The  letter  includes  the 
i  name  of  the  person(s)  making  the  gift,  but  not  the  amount. 

'My  name  is: _ _ _ _ _ 

'Address: _ _ _ 

'  Local  church  I  belong  to  and/or  attend:  _ 

All  gifts  to  Methodist  Children  ’ s  Home  are  tax  deductible. 

For  further  information  plsase^call(M_8)_25f-50H)_ _ 


71134-0188 
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Worshipful  Work”  accomplished 
at  Quest  for  Quality  II 


Chuck  Olsen,  leading  170  participants  in  “worshipful  work”  --  a 
means  of  transforming  the  Louisiana  Conference  into  a  community  of 
spiritual  leaders. 


On  a  sunny  Wednesday  morn¬ 
ing  at  the  end  of  September  170 
people  are  gathered  in  the  fellow¬ 
ship  hall  at  First  UMC, 
Alexandria.  Some  are  seated 
around  tables,  some  are  standing 
in  groups,  all  are  slightly  weary 
yet  there  is  a  feeling  of  excite¬ 
ment.  A  voice  calls  out  from  the 
center  of  the  room  “We  are  gath¬ 
ering.  We  are  a  gathering.  We 
gather  in  faith.  We  gather  in 
hope.  We  gather  in  love.”  The 
man  calling  those  present  to  gath¬ 
er  as  a  body,  invites  responses 
from  the  group  and  they  respond. 
“We  gather  with  joy  in  the  Lord.” 
“We  gather  expectantly.”  “We 
gather  with  discerning.”  The 
third  and  final  day  of  Quest  for 
Quality  II  has  begun  and  there  is 
reflection  on  the  past  two  days. 

The  “Quest”  began  on  Monday 
afternoon  when  the  body  gath¬ 
ered  and  heard  the  stories  of  the 
journeys  that  brought  the  partici¬ 
pants  of  the  event  together.  Dr. 
Ezra  Earl  Jones,  General 
Secretary  for  the  Board  of 
Discipleship,  told  his  story  of  the 
Quest  for  Quality  program  and 
where  it  had  taken  him  in  his  life. 
He  spoke  of  the  need  for  para¬ 


digm  change  for  the  church 
through  the  Quest  model  a  turn¬ 
ing  from  programs  in  the  church 
to  the  spiritual  needs  of  the  peo¬ 
ple.  He  found  a  yearning  on  the 
part  of  many  for  a  sense  of  spiri¬ 
tuality  within  Quest. 

The  image  of  the  sword  and 
the  shovel  was  introduced  by 
Rev.  Leslie  Akin.  She  recounted 
the  story  in  Nehemiah  when  the 
Jews  were  rebuilding  the  walls  of 
Jerusalem.  They  found  that  they 
could  not  build  the  wall  and 
defend  themselves,  yet  they  could 
not  defend  themselves  and  build 
the  wall.  Nehemiah  4:17  tells  us 
of  their  solution,  “The  burden 
bearers  carried  their  loads  in 
such  a  way  that  each  labored  on 
the  work  with  one  hand  and 
with  the  other  held  a  weapon.” 
The  Rev.  Akin  spoke  of  the  work 
of  the  day  (symbolized  by  the 
shovel)  and  the  work  of  the  spirit 
(symbolized  by  the  sword)  and 
how  we  must  combine  these  to  be 
able  to  be  faithful  disciples. 

The  facilitator  for  the  event 
Dr.  Charles  Olsen,  author  of 
Transforming  Church  Boards  into 

Communities  of  Spiritual 

Leaders,  began  the  process  of 


Rev.  Debbie  Drash 
First-Vacherie.  Thibodaux 

“Wonderful  event,  I  felt  energized.  Monica  Monk 
(diaconal  minister  at  First  UMC)  and  I  had  a  exciting 
planning  session  and  time  of  prayer  on  the  way  home. 
We  prayerfully  discerned  whether  we  should  begin 
using  our  new  knowledge  right  away  or  delay.  We 
prayerfully  discerned  the  need  to  start  right  away.” 


f. 


Rev.  Alonzo  Campbell 
Hartzell-Ml.  Zion  UMC,  Slidell 

Quest  II  formulated  in  my  mind  the  opportunity  for 
using  the  Quest  I  information  in  the  local  church  ...  it 
was  a  spiritual  and  innovative  model  to  lead  the  church 
into  the  21st  century.  The  Quest  process  has  provided 
a  sense  of  hope  that  God  is  leading  us  to  a  vision  the 
conference  could  respond  to.” 


Betsy  Eaves 

Director  of  Children  &  Family  Ministries. 

First  UMC.  Shreveport 

“I  came  home  w  anting  to  share  but  found  it  difficult 
to  share  because  the  event  was  very  powerful  and  there¬ 
fore  not  easily  put  into  words.  I  have  a  positive  feeling 
about  the  direction  the  Annual  Conference  is  moving  . . . 
there  is  hope  that  people  who  can  effect  change  are  willing 

_ #ev.  Carolyn  Stokes 

■  Hartzell  UMC.  Baton  Rouge  and 
Southern  l  niversitv  Campus  Ministry 

“The  Quest  II  event  was  very  powerful  it  leads  us 
toward  spiritual  formation  .  .  .  our  church  will  have  a 
revival  .  .  .more  of  the  Wesley  means  of  grace,  more 
spirituality  in  churches,  ourselves  and  conference.” 

Rev.  Larry  Norman 
Evangeline  UMC.  Baton  Rouge 

“The  conference  was  well  done.  I’ll  be  open  to  see 
what’s  going  to  happen.  We  are  embarking  on  a  great 
approach.  The  prayerful  discernment  experience 
Wednesday  pulled  it  all  together  for  me.” 

Rev.  Bobby  Potter 
District  Superintendent.  Shreveport 

“I  have  seen  where  the  discernment  can  come  for 
where  we  need  to  go.  Scriptural  witness  and  discern¬ 
ment  shows  us  what  new  paradigm  we  need  to  be 
pushed  to.  I  have  perceived  an  answer  in  how  we  go 
about  finding  the  new  meaning  for  what  we  have  been 
looking  for  —  discerning,  prayer  and  scripture  stories 
that  instruct  us  not  form  psychology,  culture  or  the  world's  idea  of  suc¬ 
cess  but  what  is  here  ...  as  a  part  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ.” 


story  weaving  by  asking  those 
who  had  attended  Quest  I  for 
their  stories.  The  stories  were 
woven  with  personal  stories  and 
biblical  grounding. 

Monday  evening,  Dr.  Olsen 
shared  with  those  gathered  the 
story  of  his  work.  His  story  told 
of  a  journey  to  help  church 
boards  and  ultimately  church 
bodies  to  be  free  of  the  corporate 
board  structure  and  to  find  a  way 
to  incorporate  “worshipful  work” 
into  their  church  boards.  He 
spoke  of  the  various  ways 
churches  had  changed  their  agen¬ 
da;  some  had  introduced  the  order 
of  worship  as  the  agenda:  reports 
are  given  as  offerings,  confession 
is  made  and  prayers  are  offered. 
Dr.  Olsen  gave  Romans  12  as  a 
biblical  grounding  for  this  “wor¬ 
shipful  work.” 

“I  appeal  to  you  therefore, 
brothers  and  sisters,  by  the 
mercies  of  God,  to  present  your 
bodies  as  a  living  sacrifice,  holy 
and  acceptable  to  God,  which  is 
your  spiritual  worship.  Do  not 
be  conformed  to  this  world,  but 
be  transformed  by  the  renewing 
of  your  minds,  so  that  you  may 
discern  the  will  of 
God  —  what  is 
good  and  accept¬ 
able  and  perfect.” 

Romans  12:1-2 

On  Tuesday 
morning,  the 
Conference  Council 
on  Ministries  Staff 
shared  their  story. 

The  told  of  how  they 
had  begun  to  take 
spiritual  retreat  days 
and  how  that  spiritu¬ 
al  grounding  was 
making  a  difference 
in  their  lives  and 
work.  Dr.  Olsen 
shared  his  learning 
on  discernment  in 
relationship  to 
church  boards.  The 
steps  to  discernment 
included:  framing  the  issue; 
establishing  a  guiding  principle; 
shedding  a  preference  for  any¬ 
thing  other  than  God’s  will;  con¬ 
necting  with  the  scripture; 
exploring  by  listening,  informa¬ 
tion  gathering,  and  prayer; 
improving  the  guiding  principle; 
consensus  and  letting  the  decision 
rest.  Consensus  was  defined  in 
many  ways.  Consensus  can  be: 
full  agreement,  consensus  with 
permission,  casting  lots,  commis¬ 
sioning  someone  to  make  the 
decision,  voting  and  delaying  the 
decision. 

The  participants  took  a  time  of 
Poustinia  (the  definition  of 
Poustinia  is  wilderness ,  a  place 
where  time  and  space  are 
uncharted.)  During  Poustinia  the 
participants  took  a  retreat  time  to 
study,  praise,  pray  and  reflect  on 
their  learning.  Following  the 
Poustinia,  the  participants  were 
allowed  to  share  their  insights, 
joys  and  concerns.  Some 
expressed  disappointment  that  the 
Quest  II  did  not  seem  to  fit  or 
follow  the  Quest  I  program. 
Others  expressed  a  fulfillment  in 
the  storytelling  and  biblical 
grounding. 

A  series  of  workshops  was 
offered  on  Tuesday  afternoon 
which  took  the  participants  “para¬ 
digm  shopping"  in  the  words  of 
one  participant.  The  workshops 
were  provided  not  as  training  but 
as  a  learning  experience  and  tool 
for  creative  thinking.  The  five 
workshops  offered  included:  a 
model  of  a  Sunday  school  that 
operates  on  the  streets  of  New 
York  City  seven  days  a  week;  a 
look  at  the  Inclusive  Plan  being 
written  for  the  Louisiana 


Conference;  the  Seeker  evange¬ 
listic  emphasis  for  a  church  striv¬ 
ing  to  reach  out  to  the 
unchurched  in  our  society;  the 
story  of  Grace  Community  UMC 
of  Shreveport,  one  of  the  confer¬ 
ence’s  newest  churches;  and 
finally,  a  new  approach  to  church 
taken  by  Rev.  Dick  Wills  from 
Florida,  who  “reengineered”  his 
church  to  meet  the  needs  of  the 
community. 

Wednesday  morning  came  and 
so  did  the  participants,  some  still 
confused  about  the  point  of  Quest 
II,  but  still  expectant  that  some¬ 
thing  was  happening.  And  then 
the  group  was  asked  to  experi¬ 
ence  prayerful  discernment  using 
a  vision  statement  related  to  the 
annual  conference.  Groups  of 
three  and  four  were  formed  and  a 
handout  listing  the  steps  to 
prayerful  discernment  and  the 
guiding  principle  to  be  discussed 
was  passed  out.  The  guiding 

principle  was:  The _ Annual 

Conference  will  he  a  community 

of  spiritual  leaders  seeking  God’s 

guidance  as  it  provides  spiritual 

leaders  for  every  congregation  for 

the  task  of  faith  development. 


Following  forty-five  minutes  of 
the  discernment  process,  the 
group  gathered  back  together.  As 
the  guiding  principle  was  read. 
Dr.  Olsen  asked  how  many  of  the 
group  had  reached  consensus; 
there  were  many  answers  in  the 
affirmative.  He  then  asked  how 
•many  groups  had  not  reached 
consensus.  As  he  waited  for  the 
answer,  the  silence  in  the  room 
confirmed  that  each  group  had 
reached  consensus.  There  were 
groups  which  agreed  that  they 
saw  the  need  to  alter  the  language 
of  the  statement  to  be  inclusive  or 
specific,  but  not  to  alter  the  main 
principle,  which  is  A  COMMU¬ 
NITY  OF  SPIRITUAL  LEAD¬ 
ERS  SEEKING  GOD’S  GUID¬ 
ANCE. 

The  Cabinet  gathered  in  a  cir¬ 
cle  in  the  middle  of  the  room. 
First  they  faced  out  toward  the 
participants  as  they  heard  their 
yearnings  and  needs.  Then  they 
turned  inward  reflected  on  what 
they  heard.  They  heard  the  need: 

•  for  more  spiritual  leaders 

•  to  be  vulnerable 

•  to  listen  prayerfully  to  God 

•  for  change 

•  for  the  Annual  Conference  to 

be  a  community  of  spiritual 

leaders 

•  for  prayerful  discernment. 

The  culmination  of  the  event 
and  the  day  took  place  as  the 
group  was  led  in  worship  and 
communion  by  Dr.  Phil 
Woodland.  Clergy  and  lay  left 
with  a  challenge  to  implement  in 
both  the  local  church  and  the 
annual  conference  the  learning 
processes  experience  during  our 
time  together. 


Participants  experience  a  time  of  Poustinia  -  a 
time  of  study,  praise,  pray  and  reflection. 


Thoughts  on 
Stewardship 


VI 


Rev.  Carl  Rhoads 
DS,  North  Shore 


This  is  the  time  of  the  year  when 
many  of  our  churches  are  conducting 
stewardship  emphases.  What  does 
the  Bible  teach  us  about  the  use  of 
our  money?  In  the  Old  Testament  I 
believe  the  Deuteronomist  is  guilty  of 
offering  us  a  false  gospel  of  prosperi¬ 
ty.  In  this  stream  of  thought  many  of 
us  derive  the  notion  that  Yahweh 
promises  prosperity  to  those  who 
keep  the  law.  Following  this  line  of 
thought,  wealth  becomes  an  indica¬ 
tion  of  God’s  favor. 

In  the  New  Testament  we  find  more  said  about  money  than 
perhaps  any  other  subject-  One-third  of  Jesus’  parables  deal  with 
money.  Luke  16  might  be  known  as  the  “money”  chapter  with 
two  parables  related  about  material  possessions.  It  is  no  easy 
task  to  decide  what  to  do  with  our  money.  What  does  Jesus  tell 
us  to  do  with  our  money  in  the  parable  of  the  dishonest  manager? 

1)  First,  Jesus  tells  us  to  make  provisions  for  the  future.  The 
unjust  steward  was  concerned  about  his  future  so  he  used  money 
to  provide  a  place  to  live.  It  is  appropriate  to  look  ahead  and 
make  provisions  for  future  needs;  for  education  of  our  children; 
for  times  of  illness;  for  out  retirement. 

Sigmtmd  Freud  once  told  about  a  sailor  who  was  ship- wrecked 
on  a  South  Sea  island.  He  was  seized  by  the  natives  and  treated 
as  a  king.  That  was  very  pleasing  until  lie  learned  that  it  was 
their  custom  to  make  one  man  a  king  for  a  year  and  then  banish 
him  to  a  desert  island  where  he  would  starve  to  death.  The  sailor 
decided  that  he  would  outwit  the  islanders.  As  king,  he  com¬ 
manded  the  gardeners  to  transplant  trees  to  the  barren  island  and 
start  crops  growing  so  that  when  his  term  of  kingship  was  over, 
the  island  to  which  he  was  to  be  banished  would  not  be  barren 
but  would  be  fruitful.  That  is  an  example  of  making  provision 
for  the  future. 

2)  Secondly,  Jesus  tells  us  to  make  friends  with  out  money.  By 
the  right  use  of  money,  you  can  make  friends  for  God. 

Money  can  be  a  blessing.  It  can  clothe  the  naked  and  feed  the 
hungry.  It  can  provide  a  home  for  the  homeless  sleeping  on  city 
streets.  God  is  pleased  and  glorified  when  we  use  money  to  help 
the  needy,  and  to  extend  and  support  God’s  church. 

3)  Thirdly,  Jesus  tells  us  to  be  honest  in  handling  money. 

A  steward  is  one  who  is  employed  to  manage  a  household  or 
an  estate.  The  parable  of  the  dishonest  manager  tells  us  that  the 
owner  was  a  rich  man  who  apparently  employed  another  man  to 
run  his  farm.  Today  we  probably  understand  a  steward  to  be  a 
manager,  an  overseer,  or  a  superintendent.  A  steward  is  not  the 
owner,  but  the  one  responsible  for  the  welfare  of  the  property 
and/or  the  business.  God  made  humankind  the  stewards  of  the 
earth,  but  we  often  act  as  though  we  own  the  earth. 

4)  Finally,  Jesus  tells  us  to  make  money  a  servant  of  God. 

Serving  God  can  never  be  a  part-time  or  spare-time  job.  Once 

a  person  chooses  to  serve  God,  every  moment  of  his  or  her  time 
and  every  atom  of  his  or  her  energy  belongs  to  God.  God  is  the 
most  exclusive  of  masters.  We  either  belong  to  God  totally  or  not 
at  all. 

In  1923,  a  group  of  the  world’s  most  successful  men  met  at  the 
Edgewater  Beach  Hotel  in  Chicago,  Assembled  were  the  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  largest  steel  corporation,  the  greatest  wheat  specula¬ 
tor,  a  man  who  was  to  be  president  of  the  New  York  Stock 
Exchange,  a  member  of  the  President’s  cabinet,  the  best  investor 
on  Wall  Street,  a  future  director  of  the  World  Bank  for 
International  Settlements,  and  the  head  of  the  world’s  largest 
monopoly,  A  few  years  later  their  experiences  were  the  follow¬ 
ing:  Charles  Schwab  died  in  debt,  Richard  Whitney  became 
insolvent.  Albert  Fall,  was  pardoned  from  prison  in  order  that  be 
might  die  at  home.  Jesse  Livermore,  Leon  Fraser,  and  Ivan 
Krueger  committed  suicide.  All  learned  how  to  make  money,  but 
none  of  them  learned  how  to  make  their  money  serve  God. 

How  do  you  plan  to  use  your  money?  If  we  choose  to  follow 
the  teachings  of  Jesus,  we  will  use  our  money  to  make  provisions 
for  the  future,  we  will  make  friends  with  our  money,  we  will  be 
honest  in  the  handling  of  our  money,  and  we  will  make  our 
money  a  servant  of  God.  “You  cannot  serve  God  and  wealth.” 


Bishop  Oden  has  invited  conference  leaders  to  share 
their  thoughts  with  the  conference. 
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Roanoke  UMC  cele- 
brates  100  years 


Transforming  Church 

Boards  into 
Communities  of 


Dr.  Charles  Olsen 

is  available  through  the 
Conference  Council  on 
Ministries. 

The  cost  is  $15.50  including 
postage.  To  order  call  or 
write: 

Mrs.  Sandy  Baugh,  CCOM 
527  North  Blvd. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 
(504)346-1646 


The  Roanoke  United 
Methodist  Church  will  celebrate 
their  centennial  on  October  21 
and  22,  1995.  The  theme  for 
this  weekend  is  “Remembering 
the  good  of  the  past  and  accept¬ 
ing  the  challenge  of  the  future.” 
Bishop  Oden  will  be  the  guest 
speaker  at  Sunday  morning  wor¬ 
ship.  Additional  activities  are 
planned  for  Saturday  afternoon 
and  evening  as  well  as  Sunday 
afternoon. 

Dr.  William  Boyd,  pastor  of 
Roanoke  UMC  and  the  congre¬ 
gation  extend  an  invitation  to 
everyone  to  join  them  in 
October  in  celebration  of  their 
rich  heritage  of  serving  the 
Lord.  For  more  information 
contact  Mrs.  lola  McMillian,  at 
(318)753-2485. 
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Let's  get  along  without  guns 
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Guns  and  Violence  in  10  Countries 


Percentage 
of  households 
with  firearms 

48.9  United  States 

32.6  Switzerland 
30.8  Canada 
25.5  Finland 

24.7  France 
20.1  Australia 

16.8  Belgium 

9.2  Germany 

4.7  England  and 
Wales 

2  Netherlands 


Homicides  with  guns 
per  million  people 


Homicides  without  guns 
per  million  people 


Sources:  Martin  Killias,  Security  Journal 
1990;  National  Center  for  Health  Statistics 


UMR  ILLUSTRATION  BY  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


The  United  States  has  the  mor¬ 
bid  distinction  of  being  the  most 
lethally  violent  country  in  the 
industrialized  free  world  (see 
chart  at  right). 

The  church's  deafening  silence 
on  this  is  ironic,  given  the  dispro¬ 
portionate  numbers  of  children 
caught  up  in  violence  (see  related 
stories  on  Page  4  of  this  issue). 

Physicians  and  other  public 
health  officials  are  sounding  the 
alarm  that  anger  +  alcohol  + 
ammunition  =  a  deadly  formula. 
Half  the  homicides  in  the  U.S. 
result  from  people  killing  people 
they  know.  That's  not  street 
crime;  that's  crime  with  a  spiri¬ 
tual  deficiency.  Violence  is  anger 
gone  haywire. 

As  Christians  we  need  to  heed 
medical  practitioners’  recent 
findings  that  the  root  causes  of 
violence  are  hopeless  poverty 
and  urban  crowding. 

Scripture  tells  us  that  God 
measures  society  not  by  the  num¬ 
ber  of  jail  cells  and  laws  but  by 
the  way  society  treats  its  chil¬ 
dren,  needy  and  other  vulnerable 
citizens. 

The  prophet  Amos  speaks  to 
the  injustices  brought  upon  the 
poor  (Amos  2:6-8)  and  the  reign 
of  violence  that  comes  with  self- 
indulgent  complacency  (Amos 
6:1-3). 

With  this  understanding,  Chris¬ 
tians  must  consider  all  children  in 
every  community  as  their  own. 

When  it  comes  to  stemming 
the  tide  of  violence,  the  church’s 
first  priority  for  the  first  decade 
of  its  third  millennium  must  be 
all  our  communities’  children, 
whose  spiritual  well-being  will 
provide  for  the  spiritual  well¬ 
being  of  the  nation. 


Editorial 

The  way  to  go  about  fostering 
such  well-being — as  outlined  by 
United  Methodist  Dr.  Deborah 
Prothrow-Stith — rings  simple 
and  true:  Children,  youths  and 
young  adults  must  be  taught  how 
to  get  along  with  others. 

If  the  church  does  not  lead 
society  in  caring  for,  teaching 
and  loving  children  now,  these 


children  will  grow  up  to  be  like 
their  fearful,  angry  parents 
whose  answer  to  society’s  break¬ 
down  is  to  tote  a  gun. 

In  at  least  two  states  these  par¬ 
ents  and  other  people  are  rushing 
to  claim  newly  gained  legal 
rights  to  carry  concealed  hand¬ 
guns. 

Required  classes  in  gun  usage 
are  booked  solid — some  of  them 
even  being  held  in  a  church! 

Teaching  the  children  how  to 
get  along  without  a  gun  also 
might  instruct  their  parents. 
Remember  the  words  of  Jesus 


when  He  talked  about  greatness 
in  God’s  terms.  He  said,  “Unless 
you  change  and  become  like  chil¬ 
dren,  you  will  never  enter  the 
kingdom  of  heaven.” 

Remember,  too,  that  Jesus  fol¬ 
lowed  this  admonition  with  a 
stiff  warning  about  misleading 
children,  “If  any  of  you  put  a 
stumbling  block  before  one  of 
these  little  ones  who  believes  in 
me,  it  would  be  better  for  you  if 
a  great  millstone  were  fastened 
around  your  neck  and  you  were 
drowned  in  the  depth  of  the  sea” 
(Matthew  18:5-6). 


Golden  Rule  discussion  long  overdue 


The  current  discussion  of  the 
Golden  Rule  (see  UMR,  Sept.  8 
and  22)  is  long  overdue.  This  stan¬ 
dard  is  essentially  secular  and 
based  on  ideals  instilled  in  people 
by  their  culture. 

One  illustration  of  the  problem 
would  be  to  apply  the  Golden 
Rule  to  Christmas  gift  giving.  I 
doubt  that  we  would  think  too 
highly  of  someone  who  gave 
expensive  gifts  because  that  was 
what  he  would  want  others  to  do 
in  return.  We  would  ask  where  the 
Christmas  Spirit  was.  Where  was 
grace? 

We  live  in  a  world  in  which 
assertiveness  and  “in  your  face” 
is  how  many  people  live  and  act. 
They  give  no  quarter  and  expect 
none.  The  ideal  of  self-giving  love 
as  taught  by  Jesus  and  revealed 
through  his  life  and  death  [is  miss¬ 
ing]. 

Granted,  the  Golden  Rule  is  far 
superior  to  claw-and-fang.  There 
is,  however,  for  us  a  more  excel¬ 
lent  way. 

Joe  W.  Fort 
Jacksonville,  Texas 

Supreme  sacrifice 

According  to  sociologist  Nancy 
Ammerman’s  survey,  5 1  percent  of 
the  Christians  surveyed  apparently 
believe  that  doing  good  deeds  is 
more  important  than  studying  the 
Bible  and  following  Christ’s  com¬ 
mandments. 

The  Golden  Rule  was  available 
to  the  Jewish  people,  but  in  the 
long  run  it  didn’t  work  for  them. 
It  was  necessary  for  God  to  make 
the  “supreme  sacrifice,”  assum¬ 
ing  the  sin  of  the  world,  for  all 
who  believe. 

True  Christians  do  good  deeds 
because  they  love  God.  As  a 
result,  they  love  one  another.  The 
Bible  makes  it  very  clear  that  one 
cannot  be  saved  by  good  works 
alone. 

Of  most  importance  is  our 
close  relationship  with  God.  All 
other  matters  are  secondary  and 


Letters 
to  the  Editor 

will  fall  into  their  proper  place. 
Gilbert  Thompson 
Broken  Bow,  Oklahoma 

Built  on  sand? 

Your  editorial  (see  UMR ,  Sept. 
22)  did  not  mention  the  version  of 
the  Golden  Rule  that  appears  in 
Matt.  7:12  and  precedes  one  of  the 
most  vital  sermons  in  the  New 
Testament. 

This  passage  ends  with  the 
Lord’s  parable  about  the  house 
built  on  rock  and 
the  inevitable 
destruction  of 
the  house  that 
was  built  on 
sand. 

Could  it  possi¬ 
bly  be  that  the 
declining  mem¬ 
bership  and  wan¬ 
ing  vitality  of  The 
United  Methodist 
Church  are  only 
the  first  signs  of  our  collapsing 
house? 

Mary  Golden 
Lancaster,  Ohio 

Why  a  'PC'  Bible? 

Why  is  there  a  supposed  need 
to  make  the  Bible  politically  cor¬ 
rect  and  “free”  it  from  racism  and 
sexism,  as  the  producers  of  the 
new  Bible  have  done? 

Are  not  Romans  2:9- 1 1 ,  Daniel 
7:14  and  Revelation  5:9  sufficient 
testimony  to  the  fallacy  and  falsi¬ 
ty  of  racism? 

Segregationists  and  white 
supremacists  once  used  to  try  to 
pervert  the  Bible  to  falsely  pro¬ 
mote  their  now-discredited  cause. 
Now  it  is  obvious  that  the  extrem¬ 
ists  of  the  left  are  engaged  in  a 
similar — or  is  it  dissimilar? — per¬ 
version  of  their  own. 


I  say  simply  this:  Falsehood 
shall  never  prevail  but  will  melt 
away  before  the  truth.  Truth 
always  wins  out;  lies,  never. 
William  R.  Brown 
Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania 

Church-state  separation 

In  the  early  1950s  I  became 
aware  of  a  situation  in  which  a 
“superpatriotic”  Congress  had 
crossed  the  constitutional  separa¬ 
tion  of  church  and  state. 

This  occurred  in  the  passage 
(House:  April  9,  1976,  and  Sen¬ 
ate:  May  10, 1976)  of  House  Con¬ 
current  Resolution  536  titled  “Our 
Flag.” 

Sec.  3.  (k)  says  in  part,  “  .  .  . 

When  dis¬ 
played  from  a 
staff  in  a  church 
or  public  audi¬ 
torium,  the  flag 
of  the  United 
States  of  Amer¬ 
ica  should  hold 
the  position  of 
superior  promi¬ 
nence,  in 

advance  of  the 
audience,  and 
in  the  position  of  honor  at  the  cler¬ 
gyman’s  or  speaker’s  right  as  he 
faces  the  audience. . . .” 

The  motive  for  Congress  to 

require  “The  Flag”  to  be  staffed 

in  the  position  of  honor  in  the 
chancels  of  our  churches  differs 
not  from  Caligula’s  attempt  to  set 
his  statue  in  the  Temple  at 
Jerusalem.  Can  the  decline  and 
fall  of  the  United  States  of  Amer¬ 
ica  be  but  a  few  centuries  hence? 

I  recently  wrote  to  my  repre¬ 
sentative,  the  Hon.  James  B.  Lon- 
gley  Jr.,  apprising  him  of  my 
attempt  since  1985  to  convince 
the  Congress  to  make  amends  for 
the  unconstitutional  regulation 
denoting  the  specific  placement 
of  “The  Flag”  in  the  chancels  of 
our  sanctuaries  of  worship.  Even 
now,  since  the  Supreme  Court 
decided  that  the  display  of  “The 


Granted,  the  Golden 
Rule  is  far  superior  to 
claw-and-fang.  There  is, 
however,  for  us  a  more 
excellent  way. 
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Flag”  is  a  matter  of  “free  speech,” 
the  “stone-walling”  of  my  appeals 
continues. 

Richard  C.  Hopkins 
Spruce  Head,  Maine 


No  ecumenism 

How  terribly  sad  to  see  the  abdi¬ 
cation  of  ecumenism  and  collegial- 
ity  inherent  in  the  proposed  leg¬ 
islative  statement  on  the  sacrament 
of  baptism  (see  UMR,  Sept.  22). 

One  great  privilege  of  being  a 
United  Methodist  pastor  has  been 
sharing  the  open  and  reconciling 
stance  of  the  church  regarding 
sacraments.  We  have  understood 
ourselves  as  acting  as  the  servants 
Jesus  commanded  us  to  be,  offer¬ 
ing  the  fundamental  acts  of  God’s 
grace  to  needy  people  regardless 
of  denominational  labeling. 

We  did  not  just  bluster  about 
the  universal  nature  of  the  whole 
kingdom  of  God;  we  lived  it  in  our 
sacramental  life! 

When  people  said  to  us,  “I  was 
baptized  Catholic”  or  “Presbyter¬ 
ian”  or  “Lutheran,"  we  could  gen¬ 
tly  but  honestly  chide  them,  “No, 
you  were  baptized  a  Christian.” 

But  no  longer — not  if  this  pro¬ 
foundly  sectarian,  narrow-mind¬ 
ed  and  ultimately  divisive  docu¬ 
ment  is  approved  by  General  Con¬ 
ference. 

This  document  is  indeed  a 
“landmark  achievement" — a  land¬ 
mark  to  the  abandonment  of  our 
unique  United  Methodist  heritage 
of  nonsectarian  inclusiveness!  I 
pray  that  General  Conference  will 
have  the  wisdom  to  reject  this 
monumental  step  backwards. 

James  T.  Galbreath 
Jacksonville,  Texas 


Tell  us  your 
views! 

Address  letters  for 
publication  to  "Letters  to 
the  Editor."  Include  your 
full  name,  address  and 
telephone  number: 


£©By  mail  to 

P.O.  Box  660275, 
Dallas,TX  75266-0275 
®By  fax  to  214-630-0079 
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You  work  for  a  church ? 
Man,  what  an  easy  life! 


By  KIMBERLY  HAZLETT 

I  worked  my  way  through  four 
years  of  college  in  my  mid-30s 
after  raising  a  family  which  I 
began  in  my  late  teens.  I’ve 
worked  several  jobs,  one  while 
attending  college  full  time  and 
several  since  college  as  a  techni¬ 
cal  writer. 

I’ve  worked  at  the  busy  Orlan¬ 
do  International  Airport,  for  a 
company  pioneering  work  with 
water  purification  on  the  Grand 
Cayman  Islands  and  for  a  soft¬ 
ware  company  developing  its  own 
software  program. 

I’ve  done  all  this  and  never 
once  felt  it  was  too  much  to  han¬ 
dle.  Then .... 

I  got  a  job  at  a  church.  This  has 
been  the  hardest  job  I’ve  ever  had. 
Raising  two  sons  was  easier.  I 
know  my  fellow  technical  com¬ 
municators  curl  up  their  noses 
when  I  tell  them  I  work  for  a 
church. 

Went  into  shock 

My  college  technical  writing 
advisor  practically  went  into 
shock  when  she  found  out  I 
worked  at  a  church.  She  called  me 
looking  for  someone  to  mentor  a 
current  student.  I  felt  I  was  well 
qualified.  She  did  not. 

Believe  me  when  I  tell  you,  this 
is  a  business  unlike  any  other.  I 
would  trade  one  day  with  any  of 
my  cohorts. 

A  typical  work  day  for  me  at 
this  church  involves: 

Z  Organizing,  writing  and 
editing  a  weekly  four-page 
newsletter  and  bulletins  for  three 
services; 

Z Doing  flyers  and  pamphlets 
for  Mother’s  Day  Out/Preschool, 
Vacation  Bible  School,  Sunday 
school,  committees  and  church 
bazaars; 

Z Writing  and  updating  finan¬ 
cial  reports,  policies  and  proce¬ 
dures  for  kitchen  use,  building  use 
and  nursery  use; 

Z Making  sure  there  are  pam¬ 
phlets  on  the  air  conditioning  sys¬ 
tems,  pest  control,  landscaping 
and  lawn  care,  upkeep  of  furni¬ 
ture,  sound  system,  organ,  piano, 
weddings,  funerals,  baptisms, 
community  outreach  needs. 

I  could  go  on  and  on. 

It  all  needs  to  be  completed 
immediately,  and  I  do  not  have  a 
collaboration  group  with  which  to 
discuss  ideas.  My  work  is  under 
the  utmost  scrutiny  by  people  who 
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Kimberly  Hazlett 
is  communications 
coordinator  for 
University  Carillon 
United  Methodist 
Church  in  Oviedo, 
Fla.  (Florida  Annu¬ 
al  Conference). 


love  to  tell  you  you  have  done 
something  incorrectly  ...  or,  in 
other  words,  I  do  not  have  one 
boss,  I  have  700.  (I  have  a  sign  in 
my  office  that  states:  “Unless 
you’re  perfekt,  please  don’t  bring 
to  my  attention  my  mis-steaks.”) 

The  leadership  of  a  church  is 
made  up  of  business  men  and 
women  who  manage  businesses 
all  week  long  and  then  direct  their 
church  committee  meetings  like 
they  do  their  businesses,  not  tak¬ 
ing  into  account  that  a  church  is 
people,  not  just  facts  and  figures, 
copiers  and  computers,  mainte¬ 
nance  and  future  construction. 

In  my  technical  writing  classes 
it  was  drummed  into  my  head  that 
when  you  write  anything,  you  are 
to  consider  your  audience  first.  I 
believe  I  have  worked  at  this  even 
when  leadership  pushed  toward 
business  goals  and  forgot  the  true 
audience,  the  congregation  and  its 
needs. 

God's  requirements 

Sure,  to  run  a  church  you  need 
to  have  a  business  sense  and  pro¬ 
fessionalism;  however,  man¬ 
made  rules,  regulations  and 
requirements  only  complicate 
things.  We  are  to  concentrate  on 
God’s  requirements — respect, 
love  and  the  constant  movement 
toward  seeking  Him.  We  are  to  put 
God  first,  in  everything.  On  this 
point  there  is  no  compromise. 

Oh,  about  my  job.  I  wouldn’t 
trade  it  for  all  the  world.  The 
blessings  far  outweigh  the  pres¬ 
sures.  And,  to  my  fellow  techni¬ 
cal  writers:  You  work  for  a  corpo¬ 
ration?  Man,  what  a  life! 

"My  Witness"  is  a  column  for 
readers  to  share  their  experiences  of 
Christian  faith.  Submissions  should 
be  a  maximum  of  two  typed,  double  - 
spaced  pages,  accompanied  by  a 
recent  photograph  and  the  name  of 
the  author's  church.  Send  to  "My 
Witness,"  UMR,  P.O.  Box  660275, 
Dallas,  TX  75266-0275. 


OIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  for  large  Methodist 
Church  on  the  Central  Florida  coast,  average  attendance 
900.  College  degree  and  3  years  eiperience  required.  Re¬ 
sponsible  for  entire  youth  ministries  of  church  and  train¬ 
ing  and  equipping  of  adult  volunteer  group.  (407) 
267-7922  tor  information/application. 

SINGLES  MINISTRY  THE  3000  MEMBER  Pasadena  Com¬ 
munity  Church  (UMC).  accepting  applications  for  a  Direc¬ 
tor  of  a  comprehensive,  established  singles  ministry. 
Salary  is  commensurate  with  eiperience  and  ability.  Send 
resume  by  November  1  to:  John  A  Stroman,  Pasadena 
Community  Church,  112-70th  Street  South.  St  Peters- 

burg.  FL  33707 

central  Florida  (near  Orlando).  Position  open  immediately. 
Compensation  package,  mid  20's.  Send  resume  to:  Rev 
Gerald  Van  Oyken,  P.O.  Bo«  120488,  Clermont,  FL  34712- 
0488.  Telephone:  (904)  394-2412. 

EVANSVILLE,  IN,  TRINITY  UMC  seeks  full-time  Di¬ 
rector  of  Christian  Education  and  Youth  Ministries 
for  downtown  church  400  +  members.  We  seek  a 
motivated  individual  to  develop  our  Christian  Educa- 

SEEKING  A  FULL  TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  Children's  Minis¬ 
try  2000-member  church.  To  serve  in  a  ministry  team  ap¬ 
proach  with  music,  youth,  and  adult  directors.  Salary  and 
benefits  negotiable.  Resume  to:  P.0.  Boi  1138,  St.  Peters¬ 
burg,  FL  33731-1138 

tion  and  Youth  programs  to  include  city-wide  partici¬ 
pation.  Interested  applicants  should  possess  a 
college  degree  Eiperience  preferred.  Compensation 
package  negotiable.  Send  inquiries  to:  Search  Com¬ 
mittee,  Trinity  UMC,  216  SE  Third  St. .  Evansville,  IN 

HAMILTON  PARK  UMC  IS  SEEKING  A  Director  of  Chll- 
dren/Youth  Ministries.  The  1500  +  member  church 
seeks  an  eiperienced,  credential  person  to  oversee  estab¬ 
lished  and  growing  children/youth  ministry.  Salary 
$19,000  Send  resume  to:  Personnel  Committee,  Hamilton 
Park  UMC,  11881  Schroeder  Road,  Dallas,  TX  75243. 
Deadline:  Thursday,  November  6,  1995. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDREN  AN0  Youth  Minis¬ 
tries  with  eiperience,  needed  immediately  to  help  mold, 
direct  and  develop  a  comprehensive  church/community 
ministry  tor  and  with  children  and  youth.  There  is  a 
strong  (oundation  already  established  with  a  rich  history. 
Salary  plus  full  benefits.  Resumes:  Hollywood  Hills  UMC, 

mediately  for  a  growing,  contemporary,  UMC  with  a  vi¬ 
sion  for  youth.  Must  be  able  to  create  a  comprehensive 
church-wide  vision  tor  successful  year-round  youth  minis¬ 
try  for  grades  6-12,  For  details  contact:  Rev.  John  Mitch¬ 
ell,  St.  John's  UMC,  P.0.  Boi  299,  Pine  &  Poplar  Streets, 
Seaford,  DE  19973  (302)  629-9466 

YOUTH  MINISTER  WANTED  Rapidly  growing  UM 
church  in  SE  Florida  seeks  full-time  youth  minister 

70  +  active  youth.  Competitive  salary  and  benefits. 
Send  resume  to:  Faith  UMC.  6340  W  Boynton  Beach 
Blvd.,  Boynton  Beach.  FL  33437,  attn:  Youth  Minis¬ 
try  Search  Committee. 

WANTED:  OIRECTOR  OF  CHILDREN’S  Ministries.  1250- 
member  church  25  miles  east  of  Dallas  in  Rockwall,  TX  is 
seeking  eiperienced,  credential  person  to  oversee  large 
and  growing  children's  ministry.  Salary  negotiable.  Send 
resume  to:  SPRC,  First  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O. 
Boi  158,  Rockwall,  TX  75087 

YOUTH  PROGRAM  OIRECTOR.  Full-time  position  for  ac¬ 
tive  program  First  UMC,  Warren,  Arkansas  Contact:  Da¬ 
vid  R.  Steele.  (501)  226-2641,  or  send  resume  to:  First 
UMC,  111  W.  Church,  Warren,  AR  71671 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  Ministries  needed 

immediately  for  a  growing  suburban  church  of  3600 

SCHOOL  OIRECTOR-  FIRST  UNITE0  Methodist  School  of 
Kissimmee,  FL.  seeks  degreed  professional  to  direct  pre¬ 
school  5th  grade  Responsible  tor  student  and  parent  re¬ 
lations,  finances,  curriculum,  records,  personnel. 
Candidate  must  be  certified  and  have  prior  administrative 
eiperience  in  educational  environment  Reply  to:  School 
Board,  First  United  Methodist  School,  101  W.  Dakin  Ave¬ 
nue,  Kissimmee,  FL  34741.  E0E 

plus  Must  have  a  vision  for  youth  ministry  within 
the  comprehensive  program  of  the  church.  Priority 
placed  on  demonstrated  eiperience  and  effectiveness 
in  working  with  youth  groups.  Send  resume,  refer¬ 
ences.  and  salary  requirements  to:  Rev.  James 
McPhail.  Sr  Pastor,  Klein  United  Methodist  Church, 
5920  F.M.  2920,  Spring,  TX  77388.  Phone:  (713) 
353-8202.  FAX:  (713)  353-5073. 
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RESTON,  Va.— Architects'  renderings  show  the 
proposed  location  of  the  United  Methodist 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries.  The  large 
drawing  shows  the  planned  community  of 
Reston  Town  Center  and  the  proposed  site  for 
a  new  building  for  the  board.  The  drawing  at 
left  shows  the  west-facing  entrance. 
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Faith  Watch 

From  news  and  staff  reports 

V _ _ _ J 

INFANT  DEDICATION: 
Hillary  Rodham  Clinton 
recently  returned  to  the  church 
of  her  childhood.  At  Court 
Street  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Scranton,  Pa.,  she  and  her  hus¬ 
band  attended  the  infant  dedica¬ 
tion  of  her  nephew,  Zachary 
Rodham.  He  is  the  son  of  her 
brother,  Tony  Rodham,  and  his 
wife,  Nicole  Boxer  Rodham. 

MONOCULTURE:  The  world 
is  at  risk  of  becoming  a  “mono¬ 
culture”  dominated  by  West¬ 
ern-style  consumerism  symbol¬ 
ized  in  “Pizza  Huts,  McDon¬ 
ald’s  and  Coca-Cola,”  said 
Catholicos  Aram  I,  moderator  of 
the  World  Council  of  Churches’ 
central  committee,  during  the 
council’s  recent  speech  in  Gene¬ 
va,  Switzerland. 

FUNDING  BACKED:  Nation¬ 
al  Council  of  Churches  Gener¬ 
al  Secretary  Joan  Brown 
Campbell  and  other  U.S.  reli¬ 
gious  leaders  recently  wrote 
President  Clinton  and  Con¬ 
gress  asking  them  to  restore  ade¬ 
quate  funding  for  Title  One,  Edu¬ 
cation  for  the  Disadvantaged. 

FEEDING  100,000:  Southern 
Baptist  volunteers  from  Texas 
and  Alabama  prepared  close  to 
100,000  meals  in  their  first 
week  of  disaster  relief  on  the 
Caribbean  islands  of  St.  Thomas, 
St.  John  and  St.  Croix  following 
Hurricane  Marilyn. 

PRIESTS  ARRESTED:  Chinese 
authorities  have  arrested  two 
Roman  Catholic  priests  and  a 
layman  who  are  part  of 
China’s  “underground” 
Catholic  Church  that  remains 
loyal  to  the  Vatican,  according 
to  the  Connecticut-based  Kung 
Foundation,  which  monitors 
Catholicism  in  China.  Founda¬ 
tion  officials  say  30  to  40 
“underground”  Catholics  have 
been  arrested  since  May. 

NO  HARASSMENT:  The 
World  Council  of  Churches 
says  it  is  seeking  assurances 
from  the  government  of  Zim¬ 
babwe  that  its  crackdown  on 
homosexuals  will  not  lead  to 
harassment  of  gay  delegates  to 
the  WCC’s  Eighth  Assembly. 
The  gathering  is  scheduled  in 
Harare,  Zimbabwe's  capital,  in 
September  1998. 

RADICAL  RESTRUCTURE: 

A  special  committee  appointed 
by  the  Archbishops  of  Canter¬ 
bury  and  York,  the  two  top 
officials  of  the  Church  of  Eng¬ 
land,  has  called  for  a  radical 
restructuring  of  the  Anglican 
denomination.  “The  Church  of 
England  needs  to  get  its  act 
together,"  said  Bishop  Michael 
Turnbull  of  Durham,  England, 
chairman  of  the  committee  that 
drafted  the  152-page  report. 


By  DANIEL  R.  CANGLER 

Associate  Editor 

RESTON,  Va. — A  nine-part 
proposal  with  a  $41.8  million 
price  tag  is  on  its  way  to  United 
Methodism’s  highest  legislative 
body. 

It’s  from  the  13-member  task 
force  assigned  to  find  a  new  loca¬ 
tion  for  the  church’s  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

The  report  will  go  to  the  1996 
General  Conference  April  16-29 
in  Denver. 

Seven-hour  closed  meeting 

The  Rev.  Donald  E.  Messer, 
task  force  chairman  and  president 
of  United  Methodist-related  Iliff 
School  of  Theology  in  Denver, 
highlighted  the  report  during  a 
press  briefing  which  followed  the 
group’s  seven-hour  closed  meet¬ 
ing  Sept.  22. 

The  task  force  recommends 
that: 

✓Global  Ministries  headquar¬ 
ters  be  moved  from  New  York 
City  to  a  six-acre  site  in  Reston; 

✓A  $15.8  million  five-story 
building  and  adjacent  parking 
garage  be  built  on  the  Reston  site, 
with  the  site  and  building  in  con¬ 
formance  with  criteria  approved  by 
the  church’s  1992  General  Confer¬ 
ence  and  agreed  upon  by  the  mis¬ 
sion  agency  and  the  General  Coun¬ 
cil  on  Finance  and  Administration; 

Mission  funds  protected 

✓No  costs  be  taken  from  or 
impact  negatively  upon  mission 
operating  funds  to  finance  the 
project; 

✓Funds  for  the  move  and  new 
building  be  assessed  through  a 
churchwide  special  apportion¬ 
ment  at  a  rate  not  to  exceed  $4.9 
million  per  year  for  15  years; 

✓Permission  be  granted  to  the 
mission  agency  to  borrow  up  to 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

WASHINGTON— To  check 
the  Site  Selection  Task  Force’s 
claim  of  public  transportation 
accessibility  to  Reston  from 
Washington,  I  traveled  to  the  task 
force  meeting  by  public  trans¬ 
portation. 

1  left  the  hotel  in  northwest 
Washington  at  7  a.m.  and  walked 
two  blocks  to  the  Van  Ness  Metro- 
rail  (subway)  station. 

At  7 : 1 0 1  purchased  a  fare  card 
for  $2.40  and  boarded  the  train. 

At  Metro  Center,  near  the 
White  House,  I  transferred  from 
the  Metro  Red  Route  to  the 
Orange  Route  and  rode  to  the 
West  Falls  Church  (Va.)  station, 
16  miles  east  of  Dulles  Interna¬ 
tional  Airport,  arriving  at  7:40. 

Leaving  the  Metro  I  walked 
about  a  hundred  yards  and  board¬ 
ed  a  Fairfax  (County)  Connector 


$41.8  million  to  meet  relocation 
and  construction  costs. 

✓Apportioned  funds  be  dis¬ 
bursed  to  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  and  reported 
annually  to  the  General  Council 
on  Finance  and  Administration; 

✓All  contracts  for  the  move 
and  building  construction  be 
assigned  to  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  and  subject  to 
the  United  Methodist  Book  of  Dis¬ 
cipline  and  the  General  Council 


bus  at  7:45  for  a  75-cent  fare. 

The  bus  left  the  station  at  7:50 
and  stopped  at  the  Reston  Town 
Center,  close  to  the  proposed  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
headquarters  site,  at  8:20,  giving 
me  ten  minutes  to  walk  to  the  8:30 
meeting. 

Two  short  walks,  two  Metro 
trains  and  a  bus  ride  (about  30 
miles  total)  took  80  minutes  and 
cost  $3.15.  Not  bad,  since  the  cab 
fare  would  have  been  around  $40. 
A  $65  monthly  Metro  pass  would 
diminish  the  cost  by  a  third. 

Leaving  the  proposed  site  fol¬ 
lowing  the  meeting,  I  reversed  the 
travel  catching  the  Fairfax  bus  at 
5  o'clock  and  walking  into  the 
northwest  Washington  hotel 
lobby  at  6:20  p.m. 

Even  in  a  constant  rain,  every¬ 
thing  ran  on  time. 

-DANIEL  R.  CANGLER 


on  Finance  and  Administration; 

✓Construction  of  the  head¬ 
quarters  and  relocation  move  be 
completed  by  January  1998  and 
✓The  Site  Selection  Task 
Force  be  dismissed. 

If  authorized  next  April  by 
General  Conference,  the  general 
contractor  firm  of  Cushman  and 
Wakefield  of  New  York  City 
would  plan  to  complete  the  head¬ 
quarters  complex  at  Reston. 
Again,  if  approved  by  General 


By  WILLIAM  H.  MOYER  Jr. 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

Yves  Ceres,  a  lay  pastor  from 
Haiti,  will  depart  Oct.  7  from 
Wilkes-Barre,  Pa.,  for  his  native 
country  with  his  life  renewed  by 
physical  and  spiritual  gifts  he  only 
imagined  a  few  months  earlier. 

Mr.  Ceres,  the  pastor  of  a  33- 
point  circuit  in  the  Port- Au-Prince 
District  of  the  Methodist  Church 
in  Haiti,  underwent  hip  replace¬ 
ment  surgery  Aug.  22  at  Mercy 
Hospital,  Wilkes-Barre. 

Without  the  surgery,  doctors 
said,  he  would  have  been  confined 
to  a  wheelchair  within  a  year. 

Members  of  the  Haiti  partner¬ 
ship  of  the  Wyoming  Confer¬ 
ence — located  in  the  southern  tier 
of  New  York  and  northeastern 
Pennsylvania — said  Mr.  Ceres' 
story  is  a  miracle. 

“1  give  thanks  to  God  and  to  all 
of  you,”  the  Haitian  minister  told 
the  partnership  through  an  inter¬ 
preter. 


Conference,  the  mission  board 
would  plan  to  relocate  to  the  new 
facility  as  soon  as  feasible  follow¬ 
ing  construction. 

Initial  schematic  drawings  of 
the  proposed  1 1 7,000  square-foot 
five-story  sand-colored  brick 
building  (see  drawings),  were 
approved  by  the  task  force. 

This  was  the  14th  and  final 
meeting  of  the  task  force  whose 
members  Dr.  Messer  credited 
with  100  percent  attendance. 


The  miracle  story  began  several 
months  earlier  when  four  people 
from  the  Wyoming  Conference 
traveled  to  Haiti  to  assess  the  need 
for  volunteers-in-mission  teams. 
Among  the  needs  was  Mr.  Ceres's 
deteriorating  medical  condition. 

“His  doctor  (Hubert  Mar¬ 
quette)  pleaded  on  behalf  of  Yves 
for  surgery,”  said  the  Rev.  Charles 
F.  Gommer  Jr.,  pastor  of  Endwell 
(N.Y.)  United  Methodist  Church 
and  a  member  of  the  team. 

Vince  Kabacinski,  director  of 
a  volunteer  program  for  the  home¬ 
less  in  Wilkes-Barre  and  another 
member  of  the  initial  team,  also 
was  touched  by  Mr.  Ceres’s  plea. 

They  arranged  for  Mr.  Ceres  to 
fly  to  Wilkes-Barre,  undergo  surgery 
and  recuperate  with  the  help  of  Cen¬ 
tral  United  Methodist  Church. 

Mercy  Hospital  donated  its  ser¬ 
vices,  estimated  at  $40,000,  includ¬ 
ing  surgeons  Thomas  W.  Byron,  a 
bone  and  joint  specialist,  and 
George  T.  Moses,  who  assisted. 


The  task  force  unanimously 
approved  the  16-page  report.  The 
document  is  expected  to  be 
assigned  to  the  General  Confer¬ 
ence  legislative  committee  on 
administration,  one  of  10  such 
committees  through  which  the 
1 ,000-delegate  body  does  most  of 
its  preliminary  work. 

The  task  force  was  established 
by  the  1992  General  Conference  to 
bring  a  plan  of  relocation  includ¬ 
ing  site  to  the  1996  conference. 

'Yes,  New 
York '  objects 
to  site  choice 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

An  international  committee 
has  been  formed  to  retain  the 
United  Methodist  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries’  headquar¬ 
ters  at  475  Riverside  Drive  in 
New  York  City. 

“Mission  First:  Yes  New  York” 
is  led  by  the  Rev.  Jane  Allen  Mid¬ 
dleton,  senior  pastor  of  New 
Canaan  (Conn.)  United  Methodist 
Church,  and  the  Rev.  James 
Logan,  the  E.  Stanley  Jones  Pro¬ 
fessor  of  Evangelism  at  Wesley 
Seminary  in  Washington,  D.C. 

Ms.  Middleton  said  money 
spent  moving  the  board  “will 
mean  the  missional  priorities  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church 
will  suffer.” 

According  to  Dr.  Logan,  ear¬ 
marking  expenditures  for  “mov¬ 
ing  vans,  personnel  buy-outs, 
bricks  and  mortar  are  unwarrant¬ 
ed”  at  a  time  when  priorities  such 
as  Hispanic,  Native  American  and 
urban  “Shalom  Zone”  ministries 
“are  not  yet  fully  funded." 

Ms.  Middleton  said  the  “Mis¬ 
sion  First”  committee  has  found 
“very  wide  support,”  even  among 
some  who  voted  for  the  move  dur¬ 
ing  the  1992  General  Conference, 
the  church’s  top  legislative  body. 

Bishops  seek 
aid  for  islands 
hit  by  storms 

United  Methodists  are  being 
asked  by  their  bishops  to 
respond  generously  to  a  finan¬ 
cial  appeal  for  residents  of  the 
Caribbean  whose  homes, 
churches,  businesses  and  liveli¬ 
hoods  have  been  destroyed  by 
Hurricanes  Luis  and  Marilyn. 

Every  local  church  is  being 
asked  by  the  Council  of  Bish¬ 
ops  to  take  an  offering  soon. 

Money  may  be  sent  through 
local  church  treasurers  designat¬ 
ed  for:  Advance  No.  982438-3. 
“Hurricanes-Caribbean 
1995.” 
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Hugs  are  his  only  payment 

NASHVILLE— Lagawana  Thomas  (right)  has  a  smile  and  a  hug  for  Wings  Over  Mid- 
America  founder  James  H.  Stevens  Jr.  as  she  exits  his  plane  after  a  flight  from  the  Mayo 
Clinic  in  Rochester,  Minn.,  to  her  home  in  Nashville.  The  not-for-profit  ministry,  endorsed 
by  the  United  Methodist  Missouri  West  regional  conference,  uses  volunteer  pilots  to 
transport  people  needing  medical  treatment  to  hospitals  in  distant  cities  without  charge. 
Mr.  Stevens  says  smiles  and  hugs  are  his  only  payment. 


You  CAN  get  there  by 
public  transport— if  you 
have  80  minutes,  $3.15 
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We  don't  always  get  it  right,  either 

RESTON,  Va.— Staff  at  the  Hyatt  Regency  Hotel  are  obvious¬ 
ly  unused  to  dealing  with  the  mystifying  jargon  of  The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  as  evidenced  by  this  sign  affixed  out¬ 
side  the  hotel  meeting  room  in  which  the  Site  Selection  Task 
Force  met.  Upon  encountering  a  UMR  photographer  captur¬ 
ing  the  gaffe  for  publication,  a  chagrined  hotel  staffer  had  a 
corrected  sign  placed  shortly  after  this  photo  was  taken. 

' Miracle '  medical  aid  helps 
Haitian  Methodist  lay  pastor 


Let's  teach  our  children  to  get  along 
without  resorting  to  guns— and  maybe,  just 
as  Jesus  advised,  some  adults  will  catch  on 
as  well.  See  editorial  on  Page  2. 


A  seminar  on  guns  and  violence  points 
out  how  contemporary  media  glorify  gun 
violence  to  children,  as  in  this  film.  See 
story  and  photo  on  Page  4. 


Leonard  Sweet  wants  the 
Christian  church  to  embrace  the 
future.  See  story  on  Page  4. 
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LAY  LEADER  DIES: 

Alfred  E.  Thompson,  lay  leader 
of  the  Baltimore- Washington 
United  Methodist  regional  con¬ 
ference,  died  of  a  heart  attack 
Sept.  29  at  age  66.  He  was  also 
the  husband  of  Barbara  Ricks 
Thompson,  chief  executive  of  the 
church's  General  Commission  on 
Religion  and  Race. 

CAS  BLAST  FATAL:  Gas 

built  up  in  a  cinder-block  wall 
was  blamed  for  an  explosion 
Sept.  25  that  killed  Linda  Fuda 
and  seriously  injured  her  hus¬ 
band,  Fred,  at  Whispering 
Pines  United  Methodist  Camp 
in  Wisconsin.  They  had  man¬ 
aged  the  camp  since  1990. 

RETIRING:  Robert  K.  Feast- 
er,  president  and  publisher  of 
The  United  Methodist  Publish¬ 
ing  House  since  1983,  has 
announced  his  retirement 
pending  selection  of  a  successor. 
Inquiries  should  be  directed  to 
the  executive  search  firm 
retained  by  the  church's  General 
Board  of  Publication:  EFL  Asso¬ 
ciates,  7101  College  Blvd.,  Suite 
#550,  Overland  Park  KS  66210- 
1891,(913)451-8866. 

MENTAL  HEALTH:  The 

United  Methodist  General  Board 
of  Church  and  Society  is  encour¬ 
aging  congregations  across  the 
country  to  participate  in  Men¬ 
tal  Illness  Awareness  Week  Oct. 
1-7. 

GROWING  GIFT:  When 
Sue  Kruse  and  her  husband 
Roger  were  co-chairs  of  the 
United  Methodist  Desert  South¬ 
west  regional  conference  "Build¬ 
ing  Our  Future"  campaign,  she 
took  out  a  life  insurance  policy 
naming  the  conference  as  benefi¬ 
ciary.  After  her  death  from  can¬ 
cer  last  July,  the  conference 
received  $250,000.  The  invest¬ 
ment  will  provide  $12,000- 
$  1 5 ,000  a  year  for  starting  new 
churches. 

NAME  CHANGE:  The 

American  Baptist  Convention,  in 
response  to  “changing  dynamics 
in  ministry,"  is  changing  the 
name  of  its  “Laymen’s  Sun¬ 
day”  to  American  Baptist  Men 
Sunday.”  The  day  is  traditionally 
observed  the  second  Sunday  of 
October. 

UMs,  CATHOLICS:  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  have  begun  their 
fifth  round  of  dialogue  with  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church.  The 

first  in  a  series  of  meetings — two 
more  are  scheduled  yet  this 
year — took  place  Sept.  12-13  in 
Washington  with  United 
Methodist  William  Boyd  Grove 
of  Albany,  N.Y.,  and  Catholic 
Bishop  William  Skylstad  of 
Spokane,  Wash.,  serving  as  co- 
chairpersons. 


The  People  In 
The  Pews  Are 
Our  Passion. 

Maxie  Dunnam  never 
wanted  to  be  a  sem¬ 
inary  president  The 
people  in  the  pews  are  his  pas¬ 
sion.  He  holds  the  hand  of  a 
grieving  widow  and  the  gaze 
of  an  eager  congregation  with 
equal  grace.  The  thought  of 
leaving  one  of  Methodism's 
flagship  churches  seemed 
unthinkable. 

Then  it  became  clear 
Assuming  the  Asbury  Seminary 
presidency  didn't  mean  leaving 
pastoral  ministry.  It  meant 
expanding  it  Maxie  would  lead 
the  laity  by  leading  the  acade¬ 
my.  The  future  of  the  church 
would  be  decided  in  the  class¬ 
room,  where  tomorrow's  minis¬ 
ters  are  in  the  making 
Making  ministers.  That's 
our  specialty.  No  one  graduates 
more  United  Methodist  pastors 
year  in  and  year  out  than 
Asbury  Seminary.  Churches 
want  Asbury  pastors  because 
they  care.  But  Asbury  pastors 
not  only  care,  they  care  about 
the  right  things.  Scripture. 

Prayer.  Evangelism.  People. 

So  if  you're  called  to  pas¬ 
tor,  the  next  call  is  yours: 

I -800-2 -ASBURY.  At  Asbury 
Seminary,  the  people  in  the 
pews  are  our  passion. 

A  Asbury 
Theological 
fi  Seminary 

2MN  Loorwon  Avcnw  •  Wilmore. KY 40)40-1199 


UM  leaders  tackle  guns  and  violence 

Physician  says  gun  violence 
is  a  national  health  problem 


“I’m  a  Christian  and  believe  pri¬ 
mary  prevention  is  not  about  bad 
kids.  It's  about  us.  We’ve  got  to 
lessen  the  celebration  of  violence 
by  society  and  promote  getting 
along,"  Dr.  Prothrow-Stith  said. 

“We  need  to  start  by  paying 
attention  to  children — because 
one  way  or  another,  they  will  get 
our  attention.  We  don’t  prevent 
violence  in  society  with  jails  and 
stiffer  sentences.” 

Bishop  responds 

In  a  formal  response  to  Dr.  Pro- 
throw-Stith’s  presentation,  Bish¬ 
op  Kenneth  Carder  of  Nashville 
said,  "Violence  is  the  spirituality 
of  the  modem  world.  Violence  is 
a  competing  religion." 

He  said  that  in  the  world  view 
that  might  makes  right,  victory  is 
dominant;  salvation  is  related  to 
the  ability  to  dominate;  the  sacred 
text  is  the  right  to  bear  arms  and 
"community"  has  become  the 
politically  powerful  NRA  (Nation¬ 
al  Rifle  Association)  and  the  grow¬ 
ing  proliferation  of  violence. 

Bishop  Carder  said  there  is 
much  the  church  can  and  should 
do  including: 

S  Expose  the  myth  of  violence 
for  the  idolatry  it  is; 

V'  Work  to  build  communities 
to  the  least  and  most  vulnerable  in 
society; 

^  Collect  guns  for  their 
destruction; 

^  Note  that  the  death  penalty 
is  an  absurd  notion; 

v  Participate  in  conflict  reso¬ 
lution; 

v'  Shake  off  the  church's  anti- 
urban  bias; 

'S  Place  children  at  the  center 
of  the  church’s  life  and 

S  Revitalize  neighborhoods 
and  be  less  concerned  about  revi¬ 
talizing  the  institutional  church. 

Bishop  Carder  was  on  the  cam¬ 
pus  of  Wesley  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary  doing  research  for  a  position 
paper  by  the  United  Methodist 
Council  of  Bishops  about  the 
church’s  role  to  prevent  violence 
in  society. 


COLUMBIA  PICTURES  PHOTO  BY  PATRICK  CAMBOULIVE 

This  photo  from  the  movie  "The  Professional"  graphically  shows  the  fascination  a  gun  can 
have  for  a  young  person.  Church  leaders  nationwide  address  the  problem  (see  articles  at  left 
and  below  and  editorial  on  page  2). 


'Homicides— off  the  charts /  says  speaker 


Quoting  statistics  from  the 
Centers  for  Disease  Control,  a 
federal  agency  in  Atlanta,  Dr. 
Deborah  Prothrow-Stith  offered 
these  recently  to  the  seminar  on 
guns  and  violence  at  United 
Methodist-related  Wesley  Semi¬ 
nary  in  Washington,  D.C.: 

Grim  statistics 

^  Homicides  in  the  U.S.  have 
gone  from  22  per  100,000  people 
in  1987  to  37  per  100,000  people 
in  1991.  “Since  1991  we’ve  gone 
off  the  charts.” 

^ The  homicide  rate  in  the  U.S. 
is  10  times  higher  than  that  in 
many  other  industrialized  nations. 

v  Urban  black  male  homicide 
in  the  U.S.  is  70  times  higher  than 
in  those  industrialized  nations  on 
the  bottom  of  the  homicide  list. 

S  The  leading  cause  of  death 
for  young  African-American 


males  is  hand  guns.  The  homicide 
rate  for  black  males  is  160  deaths 
for  every  100,000  people — 7 
times  higher  than  for  any  other 
group  in  the  U.S. 

v  The  most  common  and  dead¬ 
ly  formula  for  homicides  is  anger 
plus  drinking  plus  a  hand  gun. 

^  Half  of  all  U.S.  homicides 
are  committed  by  family  members 
(20  percent),  friends  or  people 
known  by  the  victim  (30  percent). 

Helpful  strategies 

Following  are  some  ideas  from 
discussion  groups  assigned  to  cre¬ 
ate  some  strategies  for  the  church: 

'S  Restructure  theological  edu¬ 
cation  to  address  violence  as  a 
basic  reality; 

Provide  special  training, 
resources  and  support  to  pastors 
in  urban  settings; 

^  Collaborate  in  the  commu¬ 


nity  and  keep  plans  relevant  to 
local  context; 

'S  Address  public  policy  at 
every  level,  individually  and  col¬ 
lectively; 

'S  Provide  listening  places  and 
sanctuaries  for  youths,  parents 
and  young  adults; 

v  Develop  a  strategy  for  vio¬ 
lence  prevention  and  commit 
enough  finances  and  resources  “to 
see  it  through”; 

V  Lobby  to  restore  funding  for 
the  Office  for  Disease  Prevention 
and  Health  Promotion,  Centers 
for  Disease  Control; 

v' Empower  indigenous  lead¬ 
ership.  whoever  that  may  be — 
former  gang  member  or  drug 
dealer,  youths,  seniors  and 
women  as  well  as  racial  and  eth¬ 
nic  leaders. 

-DANIEL  R.GANGLER 


New  dean 


Leonard  Sweet 
"...  a  virtual  office " 


By  DANIEL  R.  GANGLER 

Associate  Editor 


Prothrow-Stith 


WASHINGTON— Violence, 
especially  gun  violence,  in  the 
United  States  has 
escalated  to  the 
point  of  becom¬ 
ing  a  national 
health  problem. 

This  upsurge 
is  mostly  due  to 
chronic  urban 
poverty  and 
overcrowding, 
according  to 
Deborah  Pro¬ 
throw-Stith,  an  assistant  dean  at 
Harvard's  School  of  Public 
Health  in  Boston. 

Dr.  Prothrow-Stith  led  a  series 
of  theological  and  activist  speak¬ 
ers  during  a  national  seminar  on 
“Guns,  Violence  and  the  Church" 
Sept.  20-23  at  United  Methodist- 
related  Wesley  Theological  Sem¬ 
inary  in  Washington. 

Ninety  lay  and  clergy  church 
leaders,  most  of  them  in  urban 
ministries,  attended. 

As  a  medical  doctor  and  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  laywoman,  Dr.  Pro¬ 
throw-Stith  says  violence  in  soci¬ 
ety  is  preventable.  She  subscribes 
to  a  public  health  policy  approach 
in  which  the  focus  is  on  preven¬ 
tion.  She  said  the  present  focus  of 
government  is  on  punishment  and 
longer  prison  terms  with  little  or 
no  parole. 


A  three-level  approach 

She  said  that  public  policy 
must  change  to  a  three-level 
approach  of; 

'S  Primary  prevention — atti¬ 
tudes  and  social  norms  that  pro¬ 
mote  getting  along  with  others; 

S  Secondary  prevention — 
education  and  counseling  to  pre¬ 
vent  children  from  witnessing  vio¬ 
lence,  victims  of  violence  and  vio¬ 
lence  against  women  and  children. 
Curbing  violence  in  the  media; 

’Tertiary  prevention — 

prison  terms,  public  service  and 
rehabilitation. 


wants  to  push  church  into  'brave  new  world' 


By  DIANE  WINSTON 

Religion  News  Service 

MADISON,  N.J.— When  the 
Rev.  Leonard  Sweet  moves  into 
his  new  digs  at  Drew  University’s 
Theological  School,  don’t  expect 
to  see  him  behind  a  desk. 

The  new  dean  of  the  Madison- 
based  United  Methodist  seminary 
doesn't  own  one. 

“I  have  a  virtual  office,”  said 
Dr.  Sweet,  who  takes  over  the 
helm  of  the  128-year-old  semi¬ 
nary  in  January. 

“I  have  a  lap-top  [computer],  a 
cellular  phone  and  e-mail.  We're 
living  in  a  whole  new  world.” 

A  loyal  son  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church,  Dr.  Sweet  is 
prepared  to  push  his  flagging 
denomination  into  that  brave  new 
world,  too. 

At  a  time  when  the  future  looks 
ominous  for  the  8.5  million-mem¬ 


ber  church — a  recent  survey 
found  61  percent  of  United 
Methodists  are  over  age  50,  while 
3  percent  are  under  25 — Dr. 
Sweet  would  like  to  save  the 
world  and,  in  the  process,  renew 
the  church. 

“We  need  to  think  post-denomi- 
nationally,”  Dr.  Sweet  said  in  a 
recent  interview.  “We  need  to  move 
in  two  directions  at  one  time — 
more  tribal  and  more  global.” 

Preaching  in  paradoxes  comes 
easily  for  the  47-year-old  Dr. 
Sweet.  A  scholar,  administrator 
and  pastor,  Dr.  Sweet  keeps  a 
hand  in  all  three  vocations. 

While  working  on  a  doctorate 
in  American  history  at  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Rochester,  he  completed  a 
master's  of  divinity  degree  at  Col- 
gate-Rochester  Divinity  School. 

When  serving  as  provost  at 
Colgate-Rochester,  he  started  a 
church.  And  while  heading  Unit- 
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What  a  great  way  to  raise  $450  to 
$5,000  ...  all  the  money  you  need! 


Get  ready  for  your  greatest  fund  raising  drive  ever  with  delicious 
Schermer  s  Specialty  Pecans!  Used  by  millions  for  cooking 
Thanksgiving  and  Christmas  Holiday  dishes  and  desserts  or  just  plain 
nutritious  snacking-PECANS  go  fast  They  are  a  natural  food  snack 
almost  everyone  likes  so  they  practically  sell  themselves,  You  are 
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ed  Theological  Seminary  in  Day- 
ton,  Ohio — his  job  for  the  past  12 
years — Dr,  Sweet  started  a  maga¬ 
zine,  edited  a  scholarly  journal, 
worked  on  a  dozen-plus  books, 
penned  numerous  articles  and 
spoke  at  scores  of  churches, 
retreats  and  conferences. 

It's  a  busy  life  for  a  former  boy 
preacher.  The  son  of  an  ordained 
evangelist  in  the  Pilgrim  Holiness 
Church,  Dr.  Sweet  joined  the 
revival  circuit  at  an  early  age.  The 


three  Sweet  brothers  sang,  played 
music  and  gave  testimonies 
through  their  teen-age  years. 

“I’m  a  product  of  mountain 
culture,  one  generation  from  the 
outhouse,”  said  Dr.  Sweet,  who 
grew  up  in  the  foothills  of  New 
York’s  Adirondack  Mountains. 

“My  mother  thought  she  was 
Susanna  Wesley,  so  she  raised  us 
with  strict  schooling  in  Bible  and 
theology.” 


Are  your  seniors  tired  of  . 
crawling  over  the  HUMP?  I 
The  solution —  15  passerv  J 
ger  van  w/  an  aide,  1 
raised  roof,  electric  step. 

Call  1-800-330-3622 
Tri-State  Van  &  Bus  Sales 
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YOU  ARE  INVITED 
To  Join 

CHARLES  L.  ALLEN  TOURS 

THE  HOLY  LAND 

February  10-23,  1996 

SPAIN 

March  31-April  11,  1996 

ENGLAND 

June  8-17,  1996 

FALL  FOLIAGE 
IN  NEW  ENGLAND 

September  19-30,  1996 

For  information: 

Charles  L.  Allen  Tours 
Transco  Tower  -  Level  Four 
P.O.  Box  1396 
Houston,  Texas  77251 
Telephone: 

Charles  L.  Allen 
(713)  439-4072 
Ann  W.  Allen 
(713)  439-4073 


ACTiCCer  And  Associates 
Carpet  &  Floor  Coverings 

" Direct  From  The  MUl  To  The  Church" 

Fort  Worth,  Texas 
1-800-275-1607 


J  CHOIR  ROBES 

EXPERT  $0£95 
TAILORING  ^fjUP 


Finest  Fabrics  including 
Permanent  Press  and  Wash  & 
Wear.  Superior  Quallly.  Free 
Color  Catalog  and  Fabric 
Swatches  on  Request. 
Guaranteed  Satistaction. 
Toll  Free 
1-800-826-8612 

EGENCY 


P.O.  Box  8988-  T 
Jacksonville,  Florida  32211 


COLUMBARIA 

A  viable  alternative  to  in-ground  interment  An  at¬ 
tractive  and  appropriate  place  of  repose  for  the 
ashes  of  the  deceased.  A  lasting  and  enduring  mon¬ 
ument  as  well  as  an  economical  solution. 

Has  your  church  considered 
the  installation  of  a 
columbarium  on  its  property? 

Cast  concrete  containers  (colored  to  compli¬ 
ment),  8x10  bronze  cover  (allows  placement  of 
name  plate)  Components  or  complete  installation 
available.  For  more  information: 

Robert  C.  Webb,  ASLA, 
Landscape  Architect  •  3206  Speedway 
Wichita  Falls,  TX  7630&  (817)  692-7377. 


"Early  Christianity  by  Ship:  Cruising  the  Ionian  Sea' 
visits  Athens,  Delos,  Mykenos,  Santorini,  Crete, 
Malta,  Sicily,  Pompeii  &  Rome 
Plus  Greece,  Israel,  or  Italy  Extensions 

Led  by  Dr.  Jim  Fleming  and  Dr.  Bill  Hinson 

October  5  -  16,  1996 

For  free  1  6-page  Color  Cruise  Brochure, 

Call  713/652-2999,  Extension  314  "Cruise  Desk" 
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Louisiana  graduate  among  first  class 
from  Mississippi  Course 


The  Reverend  Linda  Shepherd 
was  among  the  first  fifteen  gradu¬ 
ates  of  the  Mississippi  Course  of 
Study  School  for  part-time  local 
pastors  at  Wood  College  in 
Mathiston,  Mississippi.  The 
school  was  developed  to  meet  the 
needs  of  part-time  local  pastors 
with  full-time  jobs.  Some  of 
these  pastors  are  not  able  to  take 
off  the  required  two  weeks  in  the 
summer  to  go  to  a  United 
Methodist  Seminary  to  study. 

The  school  began  as  a  pilot 
project  in  1 990.  It  has  registered 
158  students  from  seven  confer¬ 
ences  over  the  past  five  years. 
Due  to  the  success  of  this  pro¬ 
gram  and  the  need  for  more  pas¬ 
tors,  additional  course  of  study 
schools  have  opened. 

Each  participant  must  com¬ 


plete  twenty  courses  to  graduate. 
Ten  courses  are  foundational 
courses  in  Bible  and  Theology. 
The  other  ten  are  functional 
courses  for  the  practice  of  min¬ 
istry  such  as  pastoral  care, 
preaching,  worship  and  adminis¬ 
tration.  The  courses  are  taught 
on  weekends.  Each  course  has 
twenty  hours  of  classroom 
instruction.  The  program  takes 
five  years. 

The  first  graduating  class  of  the 
Mississippi  Course  of  Study  School 
for  Part-time  Local  Pastors.  Rev. 

Linda  Shepherd,  of  Chatham 
UMC  and  Concord  UMC  is 
pictured  in  the  middle  row,  last 
person  on  the  right. 


Laity  Sunday 

October  15,  1995 
...  all  of  God’s  peo¬ 
ple  in  all  places, 
and  in  all  times, 
called  to  love  and 
serve. 


Acadiana  hosts  first  youth 
lay  speaking  retreat 


REGISTRATION  FOR  COURSE  OF 
STUDY  DEADLINE  -  NOVEMBER  1 


The  Acadiana  District  spon¬ 
sored  a  Youth  Lay  Speaking 
Retreat  on  August  26  and  27, 
1995,  at  First  UMC,  Lafayette. 
Thirty-eight  youth  and  six  chap¬ 
erons  attended  the  retreat  led  by 
Bob  Sides,  District  Lay 


November  1,  1995  is  the  reg¬ 
istration  deadline  for  January 
1996  courses  in  the  Mississippi 
Course  of  Study  School  (MS 
COS).  The  School  is  designed 
for  part-time  local  pastors. 
However,  full-time  local  pastors 
may  attend  the  advanced  courses 
now  offered.  Elders  may  attend 
the  advanced  course  for  two  (or 
three)  Continuing  Education 
Units.  Participants  from  the 
Mississippi  Conference  and  sur¬ 
rounding  conferences  are  eligi¬ 
ble. 

The  MS  COS  is  held  on  the 
campus  of  Wood  College. 
Wood  is  located  in  Mathiston, 
Mississippi,  which  is  halfway 
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Clinical  Pastoral 
Training  Program 
Offered  in  Pineville 

A  course  entitled  “CLINI¬ 
CAL  MARRIAGE  AND  FAMI¬ 
LY  COUNSELING”  will  be 
offered  to  professionals  in  the 
people-helping  fields,  including 
clergy,  social  workers,  licensed 
and  certified  counselors,  and 
others,  at  Central  Louisiana 
State  Hospital,  beginning 
Monday,  October  30,  1995, 
according  to  Chaplain  Carlton 
Vance,  Director  of  the  Clinical 
Pastoral  Training  Program.  The 
course  consists  of  8  weekly  ses¬ 
sions  from  October  30  through 
December  18,  1995.  Two 
semester  hours  of  graduate  level 
credit  or  for  continuing  educa¬ 
tion  credit  may  be  earned  by 
taking  this  course. 

Dr.  Philip  Coyle,  seminary 
consultant  on  the  chaplaincy 
staff  and  professor  of  psycholo¬ 
gy  and  counseling  at  the  New 
Orleans  Baptist  Theological 
Seminary  will  lead  some  of  the 
sessions.  The  study  will  focus 
on  helping  the  student:  (1)  to 
gain  an  understanding  of  how 
care  and  counseling  can  be  prac¬ 
tically  applied  in  the  critical  and 
stressful  periods  in  the  life  of 
the  family,  (2)  to  have  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  acquire  a  higher  level 
of  marriage  and  family  counsel¬ 
ing  skills,  and  (3)  to  relate  and 
apply  theological  and  psycho¬ 
logical  insights  in  coping  with 
marriage  and  family  situations. 

Interested  persons  may  call 
Chaplain  Vance  (318)  484-6357 
or  write  for  information  to  him 
at  Central  Louisiana  State 
Hospital,  P.  O.  Box  503  1, 
Pineville,  LA  71361-5031. 

vo  (Ju  Ot) 


between  Tupelo  and  Kosciusko 
on  the  Natchez  Trace,  at  the 
intersection  of  Highways  1 5  and 
82.  A  $25.00  per  course  regis¬ 
tration  fee  is  required  ($50.00 
for  the  advanced  course). 
Courses  will  be  held  Friday 
evening  through  Saturday  morn¬ 
ing,  January  5-6,  19-20,  and  Feb 
2-3,  1996. 

January  Offerings 
FIRST  YEAR  COURSE: 

Pastor  as  Worship  Leader 
Dr.  Jack  Nabors 
SECOND  YEAR  COURSE: 
People  Of  God 
Dr.  T.  W.  Lewis 


THIRD  YEAR  COURSE: 
Theological  Heritage  1 1 
Rev.  Jim  Matheny 
FOURTH  YEAR  COURSE: 
Ethics 

Rev.  Vicki  Garv 
FIFTH  YEAR  COURSE: 

Our  Theological  Task 
Bishop  Jack  Meadors 
ADVANCED  COURSE: 

The  Church  Family  II 
Dr.  Dorothy  Diekson-Rishel 

For  information  on  Mississippi 
Course  of  Study  and  Course  of 
Study  in  Israel  write  Bert  Gary, 
203  NW  2nd  St.,  Magee, MS 
39111  orphone(601)849-3454. 


Rev.  Jack  O'Dell  leads  the  youth  in  song  during  the  evening  vesper 
service  at  a  nearby  camp. 


Christmas 

Concert 
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Speaking  Director.  Instructors 
for  the  course  were  Rev.  Weldon 
Bares,  Rev.  Bob  Deich  and  Rev. 
Roger  Templeton. 

"This  retreat  is  the  first  step 
for  them  to  become  certified  in 


lay  speaking,"  said  Rev. 
Templeton.  Those  wishing  to 
become  certified  lay  speakers 
must  complete  the  certification 
course. 

“Youth  were  challenged  to 
deepen  their  commitment  to 
Christ,  to  lay  claim  to  it,  and  to 
share  their  witness  with  others 
in  their  community  and  their 
churches,"  said  Templeton.  An 
advantage  to  youth  lay  speaking 
is  giving  youth,  who  are  strug¬ 
gling  with  a  call  to  ministry,  one 
opportunity  to  explore  that  call. 
Another  opportunity  is  provid¬ 
ing  speakers  who  have  a  differ¬ 
ent  perspective  on  the  word  of 
God. 

The  participants  spent  their 
Saturday  attending  class  ses¬ 
sions  and  a  wiener  roast,  singing 
with  Rev.  Jack  O'Dell  and 
ended  their  day  with  a  vesper 
service.  Following  additional 
sessions  on  Sunday  morning,  the 
youth  attended  worship  at  First 
UMC,  Lafayette.  One  partici¬ 
pant  made  a  profession  of  faith 
during  worship.  The  partici¬ 
pants  received  certificates  of 
participation  for  completing  the 
basic  course. 

story  information  and 
pictures  contributed  by  Bob  Sides,  Lafayette 


IN 

MEMORIAM 


Bishop  Handy 
to  preach  at 
Spiritual 
Renewal  Days 

“He  Restoreth  My  Soul”  will 
be  the  theme  of  the  spiritual 
renewal  days  planned  for 
October  22-24,  1995  at 

Aldersgate  UMC,  Slidell.  The 
preacher  for  this  series  will  be 
retired  Bishop  W.  T.  Handy. 
The  services  will  begin  each 
evening  at  6:45  with  hymn 
singing  and  special  music.  Each 
worship  service  will  begin  at 
7:00  p.m.  A  potluck  will  begin 
the  event  on  Sunday,  October 
22. 

Aldersgate  UMC  invites 
everyone  to  join  them  as  they 
share  in  music,  prayer,  praise 
and  worship  through  the  Word. 
Call  the  church  office  (504)641- 
5829  for  further  information. 

Spqpqp 
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Dillard  to  celebrate 
126th  Founders  Day 
and  Homecoming 

A  Founders  Day  celebration 
will  be  held  at  Dillard  October 
22-24,1995.  Events  include: 

Friday  -  Banquet  8:00  p.m. 

Saturday  -  Art  Under  the  Oaks, 

1 1  a.m.  and  Homecoming 
Reception,  evening 

Sunday  -  Founder’s  Day 
Service,  4:00  p.m. 

For  more  information  on  any 
of  these  events,  please  contact 
Mr.  Henry  “Plook”  Lucas  at 
(504)286-4666. 


Our  prayers  go  to  the  family 
and  friends  of  Mrs.  Lorena  W. 
Davidson  who  died  September 
27,  1995.  Mrs.  Davidson,  67, 
was  the  wife  of  retired  minister 
Rev.  James  S.  Davidson  of  New 
Orleans.  She  is  survived  by  her 
husband;  children,  Brenda  D. 
Jones  and  James  N.  Davidson; 
nieces,  Joakima  White-Mims 
and  Michelle  W.  Sorapuru  as 
well  as  five  grandchildren  and 
three  great  grandchildren. 

Funeral  services  were  held 
Saturday,  October  7,  1995  at 
Hartzell  UMC,  New  Orleans. 
The  family  requests  memorials 
be  sent  to  Hartzell  UMC,  New 
Orleans  for  a  scholarship  fund 
in  Mrs.  Davidson’s  honor. 


The  Louisiana  United 
Methodist  Children’s  Home  of 
Ruston  is  proud  to  announce  a 
Christmas  at  the  Home  Concert. 
The  concert  will  feature  Guy 
Hovis,  former  star  of  The 
Lawrence  Welk  Show.  The  con¬ 
cert  will  take  place  December  3, 
1995  at  3:00  p.m.  in  their 
Spiritual  Care  Center  (Campus 
Chapel). 

Due  to  limited  seating  capaci¬ 
ty,  tickets  need  to  be  acquired  in 
advance.  A  $10.00  donation  per 
ticket  will  be  greatly  appreciated. 
Tickets  can  be  obtained  by  writ¬ 
ing  to  Christmas  Concert  Tickets, 
Methodist  Children’s  Home,  RO. 
Box  929,  Ruston,  LA  71273- 
0929.  or  by  calling  (318)  255- 
5020  and  asking  for  the 
Development  Office.  If  there  are 
seats  available,  on  the  day  of  the 
concert,  tickets  may  be  acquired 
at  the  door. 


Participants  listen 
attentively  as  Rev. 
Roger  Templeton 
details  for  them 
the  unique  aspects 
of  The  United 
Methodist 
Church. 


Three  LA  Methodists  elected  as 
officers  of  National  Camping  Methodists 
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OCT  14 
OCT  21 


Acadiana 

OCT  15  Acadiana  District  Fall  Jubilee,  FUMC,  Franklin,  3pm,  contact  Jane 
Blackwell 

(318)923-4702 

NOV  3-4  Covenant,  Lafayette,  Covenant  Crafters  Bazaar,  (318)981-2088 

Baton  Rouge 

OCT  20-21  St.  John's,  Baton  Rouge,  Enneagram  Workshop,  fee  $35  00  (504)766- 

Lake  Charles 

OCT  13  St.  Luke-Simpson,  UMW  Arts  &  Crafts  Fair,  10  am  -  7  pm,  (318)474-1500 
St.  Luke-Simpson,  UMW  Arts  &  Crafts  Fair,  9  am  -  3  pm,  (318)474-1500 
FUMC,  DeQuincy,  Christmas  Bazaar,  9  am  -  5pm,  (318)786-8691 

Monroe 

NOV  5  &  19  Northeast  Campus  Ministry  -  Art.  Culture  &  Theology  6  pm  Lanette 
Spillers  (318)343-2944 

New  Orleans 

OCT  13  St  Matthew’s  -  Craft  Show,  9am  -  7pm,  (504)888-1155 

OCT  14  St  Matthew's  -  Craft  Show,  9am  -  3pm,  (504)888-1 1 55 

OCT  14  HIV/AIDS  Training,  9am  -  3  pm,  sponsored  by  RAIN,  (504)523-3755  ext 

2926  or  2917 

Ruston 

OCT  22-24  First  UMC.  Homer,  Revival,  7  pm,  Revival  preacher  Dr  Rod  Kennedy 
(318)927-3365 

LOCAL  CHURCH  CALENDAR  is  a  feature  published  on  or  around  the  15th  of  each  month  for 
the  purpose  of  informing  others  in  the  conference  of  events  which  they  may  wish  to  attend 
The  events  will  be  listed  by  district.  Please  use  these  guidelines  when  sending  in  information 
for  the  calendar 

Give  date,  church,  name  of  event,  times,  and  phone  number  for  further  information 
Send  in  only  dates  that  you  would  normally  publicize  to  the  public 

Calendar 


At  their  national  camping  meet¬ 
ing  in  July  three  United  Methodists 
from  the  Louisiana  Unit  were  cho¬ 
sen  to  serve  as  national  officers: 
Eugene  Allen  of  Sulphur,  Winona 
Cochran  of  Bunkie  and  Troy 
Parsons  of  Lake  Charles. 

National  Camping  Methodists 
started  in  1975  and  has  grown  to  a 
membership  of  300  families.  The 
organization  is  geared  toward  fami¬ 
ly  participation.  Its  purpose  is  to 
enjoy  the  out-of-doors  in  a  whole¬ 
some  Christian  atmosphere. 
Devotions  are  a  part  of  daily  activi¬ 
ties  and  include  hymn  singing. 


scripture  and  a  Christian  message. 
Sunday  worship  is  mandatory  and 
campers  often  go  as  a  body  to  near¬ 
by  churches. 

In  the  year  2000  a  “Christian 
Camper  2000  Rally”  is  planned  for 
Sedalia,  Missouri.  The  National 
Camping  Methodists  hopes  to 
attract  2000  camping  Christian 
families  to  this  interdenominational 
event.  If  you  are  interested  in  this 
organization  please  call  or  write 
Troy  Parsons,  814  Holly  Street, 
Lake  Charles,  LA  70601, 
(318)478-5483. 


National  Camping  Methodists  installation  of  National  Officers  during 

their  national  meeting  in  July. 


Faith  forum 


OCTOBER  13,  1995 
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After  O.J., 
we  must  find 
a  nobler  way 


The  Uniled  Methodist 

REPORTER 


Regardless  of  the  official  ver¬ 
dict  in  the  O.  J.  Simpson  double 
murder  trial,  the  jury  is  still  out, 
so  to  speak,  on: 

■  Physical  violence  such  as  that 
which  Mr.  Simpson  inflicted  on  his 
ex-wife;  Nicole  Brown  Simpson; 

■  Attitudes  of  police  officer 
Mark  Fuhrman  who  mixed  deep- 
seated  prejudice  with  civil  power 
to  unleash  his  own  style  of  racial 
hatred,  got  caught  at  it  and  may 
thereby  have  cost  the  prosecution 
its  case; 

■  Racism  which  also  surfaced 
with  radio  talk  show  slanders  and 
political  cartoons  about  Judge 
Lance  Ito’s  Japanese-American 
heritage; 

■  Sexism  which  surfaced  with 
unnecessary  remarks  about 
female  prosecutor  Marcia  Clark; 

■  Destructive 
lifestyles  caused 
by  the  use  of  alco¬ 
hol  and  drugs  in 
prolonged  “fast- 
lane”  living 
around  the  Simp¬ 
sons; 

■  Media  sen¬ 
sationalism,  con¬ 
stantly  focusing 
upon  violence 
with  little  regard 
for  the  victims, 
making  the  trial 
the  number-one 
soap  opera  for 
months. 

In  these  and 
other  ways,  this 
trial  brought  out 
some  of  the  worst 
aspects  of  Ameri¬ 
can  culture. 

From  these 
deep  wounds 
self-inflicted 
upon  American 
morality,  we 
must  learn  a 
nobler  wav  of  liv-  _  c. 

than  the  °J-  Simpson 


ing 


Editorial 


ceptable  behavior. 

As  for  race  and  sex  discrimina¬ 
tion,  the  trial,  ironically,  offered 
welcome  signs  of  a  better  way. 
The  presence  of  a  female  prose¬ 
cutor,  a  Japanese-American  judge 
and  African-American  lawyers  on 
both  sides  testified  in  their  own 
way  that  society  is  changing  to 
reflect  a  diversity  that  always  has 
been  present  in  American  culture, 
but  seldom  reflected  in  positions 
of  influence  and  power. 

Furthermore,  a  jury  composed 
mostly  of  African-Americans 
brought  closer  the  meaning  of  "jury 
of  peers"  than  juries  African- 
Americans  faced  only  a  few  years 
ago. 

The  redemp¬ 
tive  elements  of 
this  yearlong — 
what  almost 
seems  like  life¬ 
long — tragedy 
now  lie  in  our 
hands  as  mem¬ 
bers  of  our  indi¬ 
vidual  congre¬ 
gations  and 
more  important¬ 
ly  as  Christian 
citizens.  The 
responsibility 
lies  with  us  to 
transform 
America  into  a 
good  society 
ruled  by  God. 

How  we  apply 
what  we  have 
learned  from  this 
media-hyped 
version  of  Amer¬ 
ican  justice  may 
be  the  saving 
grace  among  the 
tensions  which 
pull  us  apart  both 
within  and  out- 


has  been 

brash  bnitality  acquitted  of  two  murders,  side  the  church, 
displayed  over  but  the  jury  is  still  out  figura-  One  thing  is 
the  months  in  this  tively  on  the  social  ills  which  certain: 

the  yearlong  trial  exposed  of^ems°^v£! 
(see  editorial).  lence,  racism, 

sexism,  alcohol 


criminal  case. 

First  and  fore¬ 
most:  Violence 
against  all  women 
must  stop! 

Too  many  men  still  get  their 
jollies  or  release  their  anger  or 
maintain  control  in  relationships 
by  beating  up  wives  or  female 
companions.  The  graphic  photos 
of  Nicole  Brown  Simpson  brutal¬ 
ly  beaten  months  before  her  mur¬ 
der  must  stand  as  the  symbol  for 
all  women  so  mistreated. 

As  Christians  we  must  publicly 
deplore  such  brutal  behavior,  sup¬ 
port  legislation  to  punish  such 
crimes  against  women  and  pro¬ 
claim  all  violence  as  totally  unac- 


and  drug  abuse  are  critical  needs 
that  cannot  be  encountered  by  sit¬ 
ting  in  pews  and  talking  or 
preaching  about  them.  Such  needs 
can  be  met  only  by  confronting 
them— -first  within  ourselves,  then 
within  our  families,  churches  and 
communities. 

The  best  model  we  know  for 
such  efforts  comes  from  John 
Wesley,  Methodism’s  founder, 
who  took  to  the  streets  preaching 
a  gospel  of  personal  repentance 
and  social  justice  for  all  God's 
children. 


Sayings 


“Violence  is  a  megaphone  for 
us  to  get  off  our  butts  and  do 
something.  We  participate  in 
violence  by  our  silence.” 

— Bishop  Felton  E.  May, 
Harrisburg,  Pa.,  speaking  to  a 
recent  seminar  on  guns  and 
violence. 

*  *  * 

"We  think  of  religion  as  its 
own  little  ghetto  in  the  Ameri¬ 
can  experience.  Probably  100 
million  people  go  to  church 
every  week,  but  in  terms  of  pub¬ 
lic  life,  you’d  never  know  that’s 
the  case  .  .  .  The  idea  that  reli¬ 
gion  is  somehow  too  private  (to 
discuss)  is  ridiculous." 

— Harold  Fickett,  Milton 
Center  for  Christian  Writers, 
Wichita,  Kan. 


“America  has  become  a  soci¬ 
ety  that  makes  too  much  of  its  liv¬ 
ing  by  marketing  its  own  Impure 
Thoughts:  a  corrupt  dynamic.” 

— Lance  Morrow,  Time 
magazine. 

*  *  * 

“It  seems  like  every  time  Jesus 
went  to  ‘church,’  he  got  into  trou¬ 
ble  for  doing  good.  But  I  marvel 
at  this  truth:  He  never  stopped 
going  to  church  because  of  it.  He 
kept  going.  He  kept  doing.” 

— The  Rev.  Raymond 

Amos,  Kingsport,  Tenn. 

*  *  * 

“Here  in  Goma,  we  are  fight¬ 
ing  with  Satan. . . .  Don’t  forget 

us.” 

— Zachee  Kabunga,  19,  to  a 
mission  worker. 


' Million  Man  March'  a  resurrection 


By  M.  ANDREW 
ROBINSON-GAITHER 

At  a  time  in  American  history, 
where  the  “Contract  with  Ameri¬ 
ca”  threatens  to  turn  back  the 
clock  on  affirmative  action  and 
move  ahead  the  agenda  of  states’ 
rights,  America  is  expressing  its 
rage  and  its  seeming  lack  of  tol¬ 
erance  to  people  who  don’t  fit  the 
mainstream. 

As  America  struggles  with  the 
evils  of  drugs,  unemployment, 
crime,  racism,  self-love,  self- 
hate  and  a  new  social  agenda, 
black  men  are  uniting  for  such  a 
time  as  this.  These  devastating 
social  conditions  are  shaking  the 
very  foundations  of  our  commu¬ 
nity  ...  the  family. 

Leaders  called 

The  "Million  Man  March"  on 
Oct.  16  in  Washington,  D.C.,  by 
African-American  men  was 
called  by  Minister  Louis  Far- 
rakhan  of  the  Nation  of  Islam;  the 
Rev.  Benjamin  Chavis,  former 
executive  director  of  the  NAACP 
and  other  local  and  national  black 
leaders. 

It  is  an  ecumenical  event  call¬ 
ing  black  men  to  stand  in  unity. 


Here  I  Stand 


The  Rev.  M. 
Andrew  Robinson- 
Gaither  is  pastor 
of  Faith  United 
Methodist  Church 
in  Los  Angeles 
( California-Pacific 
Annual 
Conference). 


As  Frederick  Douglas  said,  “We 
are  one,  our  cause  is  one,  and  we 
must  help  each  other  if  we  are  to 
succeed.” 

Rising  to  this  occasion,  black 
men  must  reclaim  their  responsi¬ 
bilities  and  role  in  building  a 
strong  black  America.  This  is  a, 
day  of  reconciliation  among  one 
another  and  a  challenge  to  Amer¬ 
ica.  Further,  it  is  an  opportunity 
to  bring  greater  attention  to  the 
plight  of  black  America  with  a 
special  emphasis  on  the  black 
male. 

The  “Million  Man  March”  is 
about  struggle,  achievement, 
responsibility,  unity,  spirituality, 
social,  economic  and  political 
empowerment  at  a  time  when 


America  seeks  to  turn  back  the 
clock  in  areas  of  significance  to 
black  people.  This  is  a  dawning 
of  a  new  day,  for  black  men  are 
saying  publicly  across  religious 
and  political  alliances  that  we  see 
with  collective  eyes,  having  one 
common  interest,  the  survival  of 
black  life  in  America. 

Our  faith  calls  us  to  respond 
and  resurrect.  The  social  gospel 
is  yet  alive.  The  major  players  for 
the  ’90s  are  the  children  of  the 
’60s.  And  many  of  these  young 
people  are  not  in  “our  churches.” 
Has  the  church — particularly  the 
African  American  church — lost 
its  way  in  transforming  people 
because  we  are  preoccupied  with 
class  and  politically  correct 
activities? 

Shaper  of  character 

The  African-American  church 
is  still  the  most  powerful  institu¬ 
tion  in  America,  but  maybe  she 
has  lost  her  way  as  a  shaper  of 
character. 

Generation  X’ers  relate  well 
to  the  call  to  march;  it  agitates  the 
masses.  Baby  boomers  will  heed 
the  call  to  march  because  it 
expresses  sentiments  that  speak 
to  their  pain  and  anguish. 


See  related  story  elsewhere  in 
this  issue. 

Still,  will  the  religious  commu¬ 
nity  hear  the  call  for  progressive 
ministries  about  black  manhood 
and  black  men?  Or  will  we  be  busy 
denouncing  the  march  because  of 
people  connected  with  the  event 
of  whom  we  don’t  approve? 

And  while  we  lament  black 
men  marching  and  singing  togeth¬ 
er,  one  in  three  black  males  in 
America  is  on  parole,  probation  or 
in  jail.  Yet  we  know  from  the  his¬ 
tory  of  the  civil  rights  movement 
that  marching  and  singing  togeth¬ 
er  gives  the  Holy  Spirit  opportu¬ 
nity  to  descend,  for  the  Spirit  can¬ 
not  descend  without  a  song. 

The  “Million  Man  March”  is 
the  resurrection  of  a  nation  of 
men  arising  from  slumber,  real¬ 
izing  that  our  time  has  come.  As 
we  march,  we  are  transformed. 

America  ought  to  cheer  this 
occasion.  It’s  self-help.  It’s  heal¬ 
ing.  It’s  prophetic.  It  is  a  day  of 
atonement  and  reconciliation,  a 
holy  day,  a  spiritual  day  of  fasting 
and  praying,  a  historical  moment 
when  black  men  come  together  to 
effect  change  in  the  1990s. 


Editorial  on  equality  has  superficial  view 


What  a  superficial  view  of  life 
is  inherent  in  your  Sept.  22  edito¬ 
rial  on  “the  equality  of  women 
with  men  as  human  beings.” 

Most  important  to  human 
beings  as  a  species  is  the  perpetu¬ 
ation  of  the  human  race.  In  fur¬ 
therance  of  this  goal,  men  can 
never  hope  to  achieve,  or  even 
begin  to  approach,  equality  with 
women. 

Women  contribute  a  half-mil- 
lion  times  more  than  men  in  the 
process  of  biological  conception, 
since  one  egg  is  worth  half  a  mil¬ 
lion  sperm. 

In  the  incubation  process, 
women  contribute  100  percent; 
men  zero.  Djtto  in  birthing,  nurs¬ 
ing  and  early  child  development. 

In  the  natural  order  of  societies, 
women  are  the  nuclei  of  families. 
It  must,  therefore,  be  concluded 
that  women  are  far  superior  to 
men  in  matters  that  are  really 
important  to  the  maintenance  and 
welfare  of  humanity.  Whether  the 
bishop  is  a  man  or  a  woman  has 
little  consequence  when  viewed 
in  the  light  of  the  anthropological 
phenomena  that  govern  the  exis¬ 
tence  of  the  human  race. 

We  should  admit  this  reality, 
respect  it,  support  it,  even  revere 
it.  We  should  recognize  this 
innate  superiority  of  women  as 
the  basis  for  an  increase  in  their 
role  in  the  mundane  activities  of 
society.  And  we  should  avoid 
entertaining  such  loaded  expres¬ 
sions  as  “the  equality  of  women 
with  men  as  human  beings.” 

Sam  Miller 
Tullahoma,  Tennessee 

Why  knock  growth? 

Being  a  person  who  sees  pecu¬ 
liar  connections  I  could  not  but 
notice  a  curious  one  in  the  Sept.  8 
issue. 

That  issue’s  “Here  I  Stand”  fea¬ 
tured  Joe  Scahill’s  expression  of 
a  lack  of  patience  with  “misin¬ 
formed  critics.”  Just  below  that 
the  “Sayings”  column  quotes 
Bishop  Kenneth  L.  Carder  criti¬ 
cizing  The  United  Methodist 
Church  by  saying:  “We  have  been 
more  attentive  to  learning  and 
sharing  principles  of  church 
growth,  theories  of  management 
and  corporate  leadership  skills 
than  who  God  is,  what  God  is 
doing  in  Jesus  Christ  and  the 
meaning  of  discipleship.” 

It  seems  to  me  that  Bishop 
Carder  is  just  as  misinformed  as 
any  critic  Mr.  Scahill  abhors. 

If  Bishop  Carder  had  read  any 
literature  on  what  qualities  sup¬ 
port  church  growth,  he  would 
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have  learned  that  churches  grow 
precisely  because  they  are  clear 
about  their  beliefs  about  God  and 
about  what  God  is  doing  in  Jesus 
Christ  and  about  the  meaning  of 
discipleship.  Churches  that  wit¬ 
ness  to  and  teach  these  things  in 
all  they  do  are  the  churches  which 
grow. 

I  believe  Bishop  Carder  is  on 
target  when  he  criticizes  our  pre¬ 
occupation  with  theories  of  man¬ 
agement  and  corporate  leadership 
skills.  However,  if  he  became 
more  informed  about  the  church 
growth  movement,  he  would  dis¬ 
cover  that  he  and  those  of  us  who 
are  honestly  and  with  integrity 
trying  to  help  our  church  grow  are 
in  the  same  boat. 

Tim  Russell 
Fort  Worth,  Texas 

Editor's  note:  Mr.  Russell  is 
director  of  church  growth  and 
development  for  the  Central  Texas 
Annual  Conference. 

I  knew  Oxnam 

Thanks  for  Joe  Scahill’s  “Here 
I  Stand"  in  defense  of  the  late 
Bishop  G.  Bromley  Oxnam  (see 
UMR.  Sept.  8). 

Dr.  Oxnam  was  president  of 
DePauw  University  when  I  was  a 
student  (Class  of  1937).  I  was  a 
soprano  in  the  college  quartet  that 
sometimes  accompanied  him  on 
his  speaking  trips  in  Indiana. 


I  can  vouch  that  he  was  not  an 
atheist. 

Lyn  Allison  Antrobus  Yeager 
Liberty,  Missouri 

It's  a  joke,  right? 

When  I  hear  the  phrase,  “he  has 
rocks  in  his  head,”  I  know  we  are 
not  talking  about  actual  rocks. 
The  phrase  is  a  metaphor  and 
means  the  person  is  not  thinking 
rationally. 

So  when  I  read  that  the  Rev. 
Charles  Ten  Eyck  said  that  rocks 
really  go  to  heaven  (see  UMR. 
Sept.  15),  I  figured  it  was  a  joke. 
But  then  his  “witness”  went  on  and 
on  and  on  to  his  youth  class.  When 
he  finished,  it  looked  to  me  as 
though  Mr.  Ten  Eyck  really  does 
believe  that  rocks  go  to  heaven. 

Since  neither  in  scripture  nor  in 
tradition  nor  in  human  experience 
nor  in  human  reason  is  there  any 
evidence  claiming  that  rocks  go 
to  heaven,  I  assumed  that  Mr.  Ten 
Eyck  was  pulling  our  leg. 

Now  our  leg  was  not  actually 


being  pulled,  iFs’just  a  metaphor, 
right?  A  joke  is  being  played  on 
someone,  like  rocks  going  to 
heaven,  right? 

Douglas  W.  Rettig 
Kiester,  Minnesota 

It  brought  me  back 

I  have  just  finished  reading  the 
Sept.  29  Reporter.  I  feel  com¬ 
pelled  to  send  along  a  note  of 
thanks  to  the  Rev.  James  Wilson, 
superintendent  of  the  DeKalb 
District  of  the  Northern  Illinois 
Annual  Conference,  for  his  “Here 
I  Stand”  on  our  need  for  com¬ 
pelling  leadership  throughout  the 
church. 

After  some  thought  I  cut  out 
the  article  and  passed  it  along  with 
a  letter.  I  sent  it  to  my  previous 
pastor.  In  the  letter  I  expressed  my 
thanks  for  guidance  and  leader¬ 
ship. 

Her  “clarity  and  vision” 
brought  me  back  to  the  church. 

Jim  Carmichael 
Tinley  Park,  Illinois 
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sionaries  on 
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aid  programs  of 
Tire  United 
Methodist 
Church.  Give  the 
gift  that  each  day 
of  the  year 
celebrates 
United 
Methodist 
mission  outreach. 
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Faith  Watch 

From  news  and  staff  reports  j 

SETTLEMENT:  UMR's  Pub¬ 
lisher  Ronald  P.  Patterson  has 
announced  that  Richard  W. 
Jenkins  III  and  the  Reporter 
have  confidentially  settled  their 
differences  in  a  lawsuit  brought 
by  Mr.  Jenkins. 

WOMEN'S  ORDINATION: 
The  Episcopal  Church’s  House 
of  Bishops,  meeting  in  Portland, 
Ore.,  last  week,  adopted  a  reso¬ 
lution  that  calls  for  an  end  to 
exempting  bishops  who  in  con¬ 
science  oppose  women’s  ordi¬ 
nation,  requiring  all  dioceses  to 
ordain  qualified  women  to  the 
priesthood.  The  proposal  must 
be  approved  by  the  denomina¬ 
tion's  General  Convention  in 
1997. 

WOMEN  TO  BE  BISHOPS: 
The  South  African  Anglican 
Church  has  approved  a  resolu¬ 
tion  that  allows  women  to  be 
named  bishops.  The  resolution, 
passed  recently  at  the  church’s 
ruling  provincial  synod,  called 
female  bishops  a  “logical  conse¬ 
quence”  of  the  ordination  of 
women. 

'NO'  TO  COCU:  A  conserva¬ 
tive  spiritual-renewal  group 
within  the  Christian  Church 
(Disciples  of  Christ)  has  urged 
that  the  denomination  reject 
the  “Churches  in  Covenant  Com¬ 
munion”  proposal  by  the  Consul¬ 
tation  on  Church  Union.  The  pro¬ 
posal  would  forge  closer  links 
among  eight  Protestant  denomi¬ 
nations. 

DEVELOPMENT  BANK:  The 
World  Council  of  Churches 
recently  agreed  to  invest,  by  the 
year  2000,  10  percent  of  its  gen¬ 
eral  funds  in  a  church-spon¬ 
sored  “development  bank.” 

FORMER  TREASURER:  Pre¬ 
siding  Episcopal  Bishop  Edmond 
Browning  recently  reported  that 
either  a  plea  agreement  or  an 
indictment  of  former  treasurer 
Ellen  Cooke,  is  expected  soon. 
Ms.  Cooke  has  acknowledged 
embezzling  $2.2  million  from  the 
church. 

Southern  Baptist 
shows  to  continue 
on  cable  channel 

From  news  reports 

NEW  YORK— The  Faith  & 
Values  Channel  (F&V)  and  the 
Southern  Baptist-owned  Ameri¬ 
can  Christian  Television  System 
(ACTS)  announced  Oct.  2  a 
three-year  agreement  to  continue 
Southern  Baptist  programming  on 
the  cable  channel  network. 

Negotiations  have  been  going 
on  between  Faith  &  Values  and 
ACTS  for  several  months,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Faith  &  Values  spokesper¬ 
son  Portia  E.  Badham. 

In  a  joint  statement,  Faith  & 
Values  President  Nelson  Price  and 
ACTS  President  Jack  Johnson 
said,  “Both  parties  believe  the 
arrangement  helps  the  channel  ful¬ 
fill  its  purpose  of  providing  inter¬ 
faith  and  evangelical  program¬ 
ming  with  a  broad  viewership 
appeal  to  the  American  public.” 

ACTS  has  placed  programs  on 
F&V  since  October  1992. 

The  channel’s  name  was 
changed  from  VISN/ACTS  to  the 
Faith  &  Values  Channel  in  Janu¬ 
ary  1994  and  is  shown  on  cable 
systems  linked  to  24.1  million 
homes  or  other  locations. 


Should  the  church  get  a  guilty  verdict? 


"This  case  has  been 
difficult  for  many  people 
to  witness  because  it 
involved  an  African- 
American  man  accused  of 
killing  two  white  people. 
And  many  Christians  won't 
recognize  [that  ]  they  have 
anger  concerning  that." 

—The  Rev.  James  Lawson 


By  DENISE  )OHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

AUnited  Methodist  minister  in  Los 
Angeles  says  the  O.J.  Simpson  trial 
shows  what  can  happen  “when  we 
don’t  help  others  to  follow  the  teach¬ 
ings  of  Christ.” 

The  Rev.  James  Lawson,  senior 
pastor  of  Holman  United  Methodist 
Church,  said  that  in  terms  of  agreeing 
whether  someone  is  guilty  or  not 
guilty,  the  people  who  should  be  feel¬ 
ing  some  guilt  are  those  in  the  church. 

Dr.  Lawson  headed  the  1992  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  task  force  that  called 
for  churchwide  action,  prayer  and 
repentance  following  the  Rodney  King  ver¬ 
dict.  That  action  led  to  the  creation  of  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Shalom  Zones. 

He  scolded  church  leaders  across  the 
nation  for  not  dealing  directly  with  the 
issues  of  racism  and  domestic  violence  in 
American  society.  Each  became  a  major 
focal  point  of  the  Simpson  trial. 

“First,  Christians  should  put  themselves 
on  trial  for  wishing  that  someone  were 
found  ‘guilty’  and  for  not  addressing  their 
fellow  man  with  love  that  works  through 
compassion,  without  animosity  and  with¬ 
out  fear,”  said  Dr.  Lawson. 

"Then,  we  need  to  look  at  ourselves, 
because  we  have  been  reluctant  to  tell  our 
families  to  discipline  one  another  in  love 
and  without  violence.  We  have  been  reluc¬ 
tant  to  stand  forthrightly  concerning  vio¬ 


lence  against  women. 

“There  would  have  been  no  O.J.  Simp¬ 
son  case  if  someone  had  spoken  up  when 
the  domestic  violence  first  happened.  It  is 
our  fault  that  O.J.  Simpson  became  a 
national  symbol  of  all  that.” 

Dr.  Lawson  told  the  Reporter  he  hopes 
that  the  issue  of  domestic  violence  can  be 
addressed  in  United  Methodist  curriculum 
materials. 

“Let  us  make  Jesus  our  role  model,”  con¬ 
tinued  Dr.  Lawson.  "The  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ  can  be  a  model  for  the  way  we  should 
manage  our  families  during  crisis  and  con¬ 
flicts.” 

On  another  note,  Dr.  Lawson  added  that 
the  church  should  be  repentant  for  not 
directly  addressing  the  historical  issue  of 
racism. 


“People  asked  me  early  on 
how  I  felt  about  the  case, 
but  I  kept  saying  that  we 
have  to  hear  all  the  pieces  of 
the  trial,”  said  the  veteran 
civil  rights  leader  and  asso¬ 
ciate  of  the  late  Dr.  Martin 
Luther  King  Jr. 

“I  tried  to  read  the  accounts 
[of  the  trial  in  the  media], 
and  the  thing  I  insisted  was 
that  O.J.  was  innocent  until 
proven  guilty  and  that  we 
had  to  wait  to  let  the  jury 
speak.  “This  case  has  been 
difficult  for  many  people  to 
witness  because  it  involved 
an  African-American  man  accused  of 
killing  two  white  people.  And  many  Chris¬ 
tians  won’t  recognize  [that  within  them¬ 
selves]  they  have  anger  concerning  that. 

“We  have  to  admit  that  in  our  society,  a 
trial  [for  people  of  color]  really  means  that 
the  defendant  is  already  guilty  as  charged,” 
explained  Dr.  Lawson. 

“Over  the  years,  these  types  of  accusa¬ 
tions  have  caused  the  type  of  ‘lynching’ 
from  society  of  our  African-American 
people.” 

“People  in  the  Anglo  community  are 
going  to  have  a  harder  time  [than  African- 
Americans]  dealing  with  O.J.  Simpson 
being  found  innocent,  because  the  Anglo 
community  has  no  leadership  to  direct  them 
concerning  the  issue  of  racism  or  with  rec¬ 
onciliation.” 


Time  to  uphold 
right,  not  wrong, 
says  LA.  pastor 

The  Rev.  Andrew  Robinson-Gaither,  pas¬ 
tor  of  Faith  United  Methodist  Church  in  Los 
Angeles,  offered  a  basic  message  to  his  mem¬ 
bers  as  the  O.J.  Simpson  neared  its  end 

He  told  his  members  that  “as  people  of 
faith,  it  is  our  responsibility  to  uphold  what 
is  right,  not  what  is  wrong.” 

“From  Friday  until  the  Monday  when  the 
verdict  was  announced,  I  discouraged  vio¬ 
lence  concerning  the  outcome  of  the  trial,” 
he  said — “not  only  to  people  of  our  com¬ 
munity  but  to  people  who  came  from  all 
over  the  U.S.  to  the  Los  Angeles  courthouse 
for  the  end  of  the  trial.” 

Mr.  Robinson-Gaither  said  he  had  not 
expected  violence  similar  to  that  following 
the  not-guilty  verdict  in  the  1992  trial  of 
police  officers  accused  of  beating  Rodney 
King.  He  said  “the  African-American  com¬ 
munity  had  enough  of  that.” 

Although  there  were  no  outbreaks  of  vio¬ 
lence,  the  pastor  said  he  witnessed  a  lot  of 
anger  from  people.  “People  of  color  say  they 
have  found  it  difficult  to  trust  Los  Angeles 
police  since  they  have  performed  unprofes- 
sionally,”  said  Mr.  Robinson-Gaither. 

“That’s  something  else  we  must  help  our 
community  work  through  as  people  of  faith.” 

-DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 


Hurricane  Opal  turns 
UMCOR  disaster 
training  into  real  relief 


UNITED  METHODIST  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO  BY  PAUL  JEFFREY. 

ANTIGUA— Studley  Threaites,  right,  shows  Larry  Powell  what  remains  of  his  home  after  Hur¬ 
ricane  Luis  hit  Antigua  Sept.  4.  Mr.  Powell,  lay  leader  of  the  Las  Vegas  District,  is  a  cata¬ 
strophic  disaster  specialist  for  the  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief.  Mr.  Threaites,  83, 
was  pinned  for  several  hours  between  his  metal  bed  and  the  collapsed  roof.  He  has  been  a 
member  for  65  years  of  the  Bethesda  Methodist  Church,  which  can  be  seen  in  the  back¬ 
ground.  Much  of  the  church's  roof  was  ripped  away  by  the  storm.  The  Caribbean  and  Gulf 
of  Mexico  regions  have  been  hard-hit  this  year  by  hurricanes  and  now  that  Hurricane  Opal 
has  done  its  damage,  UMCOR  has  included  the  Florida  Panhandle  in  the  current  Bishops' 

Appeal  (see  accompanying  story).  Donations  can  be  made  to  Advance  No.  982438-3. 

How  you  and  your  congregation  can  offer  relief 


By  DENISE  (OHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

When  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  picked 
October  to  showcase  its  new  relief 
warehouse  near  New  Orleans,  the 
group  never  dreamed  of  being 
greeted  on  opening  day  by  a  force 
called  Opal. 

On  the  day  Hurricane  Opal 
arrived  in  the  Florida  Panhandle, 
about  100  United  Methodists 
began  to  arrive  in  Baldwin,  La., 
180  miles  from  New  Orleans,  to 
learn  what  to  do  when  disaster 
strikes. 

Opal,  however,  transformed  a 
planned  week  of  case  studies  in 
relief  ministries  into  the  real  thing. 

Virginia  Miller,  a  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  mis¬ 
sion  worker  who  directs 
UMCOR's  international  disaster 
response  team,  said  it  was  good 
for  the  newcomers  to  see  the  flex¬ 
ibility  and  resourcefulness  of  the 
veteran  team  members. 

Once  the  participants — includ¬ 
ing  those  delayed  by  the  storm — 
finally  arrived,  they  represented 
nearly  every  conference  in  the 
U.S.  They  also  came  from  Kenya, 
Burundi  and  the  Philippines. 

"When  we  first  arrived  here,  we 
were  worried  about  how  bad  the 
storm  would  be,”  said  Ms.  Miller. 

“Then,  we  started  getting  calls 
from  some  of  our  disaster  people 
who  could  not  come  from  the 
Florida  area  because  they  had  to 
help  the  people  there. 

"That’s  all  we  needed,”  she 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

The  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
has  asked  churches  to  respond  to  the  latest 
storm-related  disaster — Hurricane  Opal. 

Two  truckloads  of  ice  were  sent  to  the  Flori¬ 
da  Panhandle  for  hurricane  victims  from  the 
church's  Sager-Brown  Depot.  In  addition,  an 
18-wheeler  of  soft  drinks  went  to  Florida  Red 
Cross  sites. 


A  catastrophic  disaster  team  has  been 
assigned  to  go  into  the  affected  areas  and  assist 
Bishop  William  A.  Morris  (Alabama- West 
Florida)  with  pastoral  care. 

The  team  will  be  led  by  the  Rev.  Fred  Toland 
of  Theodore,  Ala.,  just  outside  Mobile.  Mr. 
Toland  has  ministered  during  several  disasters, 
including  the  Amtrak  train  crash  in  Alabama. 

The  Sager-Brown  Depot  is  ready  to  receive 


cleaning  supplies,  such  a  buckets,  mops, 
brooms,  shovels,  disinfectants,  plastic  bags, 
sponges  and  detergent.  Ship  to:  Sager-Brown, 
101  Sager-Brown  Road,  Baldwin,  La.  70514. 

Monetary  gifts  can  be  given  through 
UMCOR  Advance  No.  982438-3,  “Hurri¬ 
cane  1995  ” 

To  volunteer  for  cleanup  duties,  call  (800) 
918-3100. 


"These  folks  were 
ready  to  aid  persons  in 
Alabama  and  West 
Florida  on  a  day's 
notice." 

—Virginia  Miller 

continued.  “These  folks  were 
ready  to  aid  persons  in  Alabama 
and  West  Florida  on  a  day’s 
notice. 

“Because  of  the  hurricane,  we 
also  had  to  do  some  fast  shifting 
of  leadership  for  the  workshops 
and  replace  them  with  others,  so 
that  some  of  our  team  members 
could  go  into  the  areas  and  make 
damage  assessments.” 

Despite  the  surprise  visit  by 
Hurricane  Opal,  the  UMCOR 
meeting  addressed  several  issues 
of  churchwide  concern. 

Relief  volunteers  discussed: 

■  Interfacing  with  Global  Min¬ 
istries  staff; 

■  Increasing  annual  confer¬ 
ence  communications  when  faced 
with  an  emergency; 

■  Establishing  relationships 
with  federal  agencies;  and 

■  Working  through  the  ecu¬ 
menical  process  in  relief  efforts. 

In  addition,  tips  were  present¬ 
ed  on  such  programming  needs  as 
pastoral  care,  ministries  with  chil¬ 
dren  and  youth;  and  distribution 
and  management  of  volunteer 
workteams. 

Later,  the  response  team  went 
right  to  work,  putting  the  final 
touches  on  the  warehouse  system. 

The  new  system  uses  bar-codes 
on  donated  goods  so  that  a  scan¬ 
ner  can  identify  the  contents  of 
boxes  before  they’re  shipped  to 
disaster  sites. 

Ms.  Miller  told  the  Reporter 
that  her  team  will  have  to  get  things 
in  order  very  fast.  The  First  ship¬ 
ment  of  supplies,  sent  from  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  in  Missouri,  arrives 
this  week. 


'Million  Man  March'  divides 


black  religious  community 


By  IRA  RIFKIN 

Religion  News  Service 

WASHINGTON— Willie  Wil¬ 
son  and  Earl  Trent  Jr.  are  both 
African-Americans,  both  pastors 
and  both  leaders  of  churches  in 
the  nation’s  capital  that  are  affili¬ 
ated  with  the  black  Progressive 
National  Baptist  Convention. 

Both  men  also  hold  strong  feel¬ 
ings  about  the  “Million  Man 
March,”  an  Oct.  16  rally  in  Wash¬ 
ington  for  African-American  men 
organized  by  controversial  Nation 
of  Islam  leader  Louis  Farrakhan. 
But  that’s  where  the  similarities 


end. 

Mr.  Wilson,  pastor  of  Union 
Temple  Baptist  Church,  supports 
the  march,  calling  it  a  “unique” 
opportunity  for  black  men  “to  rec¬ 
oncile  with  our  creator”  and  unite 
for  the  betterment  of  all  African- 
Americans. 

“Bless  Minister  Farrakhan  for 
doing  this,”  he  said. 

Mr.  Trent,  pastor  of  Florida 
Avenue  Baptist  Church,  opposes 
the  march.  “It’s  a  bid  for  legit¬ 
imization  by  the  Nation  of  Islam 
within  the  social  and  political 
arena,”  he  said. 

"It  has  no  real  purpose  other 


See  related  “ Here  I  Stand "  on 
Page  2. 


than  that.” 

Mr.  Fanrakhan — whose  past 
statements  have  been  viewed  as 
slandering  Jews,  Catholics  and 
whites  in  general — never  fails  to 
elicit  a  powerful  response,  either 
for  or  against.  His  call  for  1  mil¬ 
lion  black  men  to  mass  for  a  “holy 
day  of  atonement  and  reconcilia¬ 
tion”  has  been  no  exception. 

In  the  black  community, 
nowhere  is  this  more  evident  than 
among  religious  leaders,  who — 
like  Pastors  Trent  and  Wilson  — 


are  divided  over  Mr.  Farrakhan’s 
role  as  architect  of  the  march.  At 
times,  the  divisions  have  become 
heated. 

The  most  prominent  example  is 
the  public  dispute  between  the  Rev. 
Jesse  Jackson  and  the  Rev.  Henry 
J.  Lyons,  president  of  the  nation’s 
largest  black  church  group,  the  8.2 
million-member  National  Baptist 
Convention  U.S.A. 

Dr.  Lyons,  who  opposes  the 
march,  has  called  march-support¬ 
er  Jackson  a  liar  for  saying  that 
National  Baptist  leaders  are  back¬ 
ing  the  march.  Former  presiden¬ 
tial  candidate  Jackson  termed  the 


dispute  a  misunderstanding,  for 
which  he  has  apologized. 

“We  have  almost  no  common 
ground  with  the  Nation  of  Islam," 
said  Dr.  Lyons.  “The  preaching  of 
hate,  we  do  not  hold  with  that.” 

Progressive  Baptist  national 
leaders  have  also  distanced  their 
2.5  million-member  denomina¬ 
tion  from  the  march.  Despite  that 
stand,  the  Rev.  Bennett  W.  Smith 
Sr.,  the  denomination’s  national 
president,  acknowledged  that  sup¬ 
port  for  the  march  is  strong  among 
church  members  and  pastors,  such 
as  Mr.  Wilson. 

“To  participate,”  added  Mr. 


Smith,  “would  give  an  erroneous 
message  to  the  world  that  Mr.  Far¬ 
rakhan  is  a  bona  fide  leader  of 
black  people.  I  don’t  want  to  be 
part  of  that.” 

The  Rev.  Joseph  Lowery,  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  Southern  Christian 
Leadership  Conference  and  a 
retired  United  Methodist  minister, 
said  black  America  “is  like  a 
house  on  fire.  The  crisis  is  that 
great.  Here's  someone  I  often  dis¬ 
agree  with,  someone  I  may  not 
even  like.  But  if  the  guy  says  ‘let’s 
put  water  on  the  fire,’  I’m  going 
to  help.  The  message  obscures  the 
messenger.” 


United  Methodist  Jane  Robelot  had  a 
tough  time  selling  CBS  producers  on 
highlighting  a  UM-sponsored  youth 
project  on  "CBS  This  Morning."  See 
UMC  Upbeat  on  page  4. 


Youth  and  police  in  Boston  have  the 
support  of  a  United  Methodist 
congregation  that  established  the 
partnership  between  the  two.  See 
story  on  page  4. 


Regardless  of  the  verdict  in  the  O.J.  trial 
the  jury  is  still  out  on  society's 
tolerance  of  physical  violence, 
prejudice,  sexism,  drug  abuse  and 
sensationalism.  See  editorial  on  page  2. 
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(j-Vom  news  and  staff  reports j 

FITTING  TRIBUTE:  The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Commission  on 
Religion  and  Race  paid  tribute 
recently  to  its  late  president. 
Bishop  Joseph  B.  Bethea,  who 
died  last  March.  In  addition  to  a 
memorial  service,  the  group 
voted  to  establish  a  non-mone- 
tary  award  to  be  given  annual¬ 
ly  to  a  person  who  has  per¬ 
formed  outstanding  service  in 
working  for  racial  justice 

CLERGY  KILLED:  A  man  who 

formerly  served  as  a  United 
Methodist  local  pastor  in  New 
Jersey  was  killed  Sept.  26 
allegedly  by  the  person  to  whom 
he  was  providing  assistance. 
James  A.  Clark,  68,  formerly  of 
Depthford,  N.J..  was  stabbed  to 
death  in  Philadelphia  by  a  man 
described  as  “a  bad  seed  that 
he  would  not  give  up  on.” 

PEDAL  FOR  CASH:  The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  “Pedaling  Par¬ 
sons”  ended  their  grueling  six- 
day  bike-a-thon  across  Indiana 
and  Ohio,  on  Sept  16,  raising 
$80,000  for  Africa  University. 
Pedaling  Parsons  have  already 
signed  up  for  the  1997  tour 
through  England. 

COMMUNICATOR:  The 

General  Board  of  Pension  and 
Health  Benefits  has  selected 

Mark  Vruno  as  its  new  director 
of  communications. 

SHALOM  ZONES:  The 
National  Shalom  Committee 
has  approved  six  more  annual 
conferences  for  its  urban  min¬ 
istry  program,  bringing  the  total 
to  16.  Added  were  Iowa,  Okla¬ 
homa,  Pacific  Northwest,  South 
Indiana,  West  Ohio  and  Wiscon¬ 
sin. 

CHURCH  SHRINE:  For  the 
first  time,  a  town  has  been  desig¬ 
nated  as  an  official  historic 
shrine  by  The  United  Methodist 
Church.  On  Sept.  10,  a  marker 
was  placed  in  front  of  the  City 
Hall  in  Oxford,  Ga„  southeast  of 
Atlanta,  a  town  with  more  than 
20  19th  century  buildings  and 
sites  related  to  Methodism. 

POST-BOOMERS:  Perkins 
School  of  Theology  in  Dallas 
will  host  a  consultation  for  the 
“post-boomer  generation,”  Feb. 
15-20, 1996.  Participants  will 
present  position  papers  on  how 
theological  schools  and  boards  of 
ordained  ministry  can  prepare 
persons  for  ministries  with  and  to 
these  people,  who  are  35  and 
under. 

YOUTH  MINISTRIES: 

“Forum  '96,"  a  national  gather¬ 
ing  for  adults  involved  in  youth 
ministry,  is  scheduled  for  Jan. 
8-13  in  Mesa,  Ariz.  The  theme 
of  the  meeting,  sponsored  by  the 
General  Board  of  Discipleship,  is 
"Called  by  Christ  for  Such  a 
Time  as  This." 


'Use  minds,  not  guns/  says  youth 


By  DANIEL  R.  GANGLER 

Associate  Editor 

WASHINGTON— "My  badge 
is  my  heart  and  my  gun  is  my 
mind,"  former  Boston  gang  mem¬ 
ber  William  Morales  told  the 
Reporter  recently. 

He  was  among  four  teens,  one 
police  officer,  a  coordinator  and  a 
pastor  from  the  new  Youth  and 
Police  In  Partnership  program 
who  told  their  redeeming  story 
during  the  "Crime.  Violence  and 
the  Church"  urban  ministry  semi¬ 
nar  at  United  Methodist-related 
Wesley  Theological  Seminary  in 
Washington. 

Twelve  youths,  ages  13-16, 
comprise  the  model  peer-selected 
group  which  began  earlier  this  year. 
It’s  the  first  of  its  kind  for  Boston. 

Saint  Andrew's  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church’s  the  Rev.  Edwin 
Gonzalez,  the  Rev.  Wesley 
Williams  of  Boston’s  United 
Methodist  Urban  Services  and  the 
Boston  Police  Commission  with 
support  from  New  England  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Bishop  F.  Herbert 
Skeete  established  the  program. 

Half  the  group  meets  at  St. 
Andrew's,  an  Hispanic  church; 
the  other  half  meets  at  the  United 
Methodist  Community  Center, 
which  serves  mostly  African- 
Americans. 

Working  in  parks 

This  summer  the  program’s 
teens  worked  1 0  hours  per  week 
for  Boston's  park  and  recreation 
department  cleaning  parks. 

But  the  program's  heart  is  an 
intense  year-round  weekly  two- 
hour  roundtable  talk  about  neigh¬ 
borhood  life  between  teenagers 
and  two  police  officers  assigned 
to  patrol  their  neighborhoods. 

Mr.  Morales,  25,  a  former  con¬ 
victed  gang  member,  coordinates 
the  program’s  activities  at  St. 
Andrews. 

“What  makes  the  program 
unique,”  he  said,  “is  its  humanis- 


UMR  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  DANIEL  R.  GANGLER 

WASHINGTON— Boston's  Youth  and  Police  In  Partnership 
participants  [standing  left  to  right]  Tennelle  Smith,  Andrew 
Floyd,  Pastor  Edwin  Gonzalez,  Erasto  Mercado,  Beronica  Rob¬ 
les,  coordinator  William  Morales  and  [seated]  patrolman 
John  Baez  informed  recent  seminar  participants  about  their 
city-redeeming  program  (see  accompanying  story). 

Mr.  Morales  said  his  first  reac¬ 
tion  was,  “Look  at  what  one  of  my 
boys  did.  I  glorified  the  event.” 

The  next  day  he  heard  that  his 
brother  died. 


tic  approach.  These  youth  are  fac¬ 
ing  some  of  the  toughest  problems 
in  society.” 

Mr.  Morales  knows  the  streets. 
He  came  from  a  gang  which  was 
violent  towards  police.  He  never 
knew  any  officers.  He  said  that  he 
hated  them  because  he  was  taught 
to  hate  and  distrust  them. 

At  age  18  he  was  convicted  of 
assault  and  sent  to  prison  to  serve 
a  1 0-year  sentence.  Two  years  later 
his  younger  brother  Hector  was 
shot  in  a  gang-police  shootout. 


“That  reality  changed  the 
direction  of  my  life,"  he  said. 

In  jail  he  began  studying  and 
stopped  his  violent  behavior.  He 
earned  a  high  school  diploma  and 
an  associate  degree.  Now  he  stud¬ 
ies  law  and  shares  his  life  with  the 
youths. 

Officer  John  Baez  is  the  patrol¬ 


man  assigned  to  the  Saint 
Andrew's  group.  He  firmly 
believes  local  police  must  be 
involved  in  the  community. 

Through  his  relationship  with 
the  youth  peer  program,  he  said, 
“I  have  1 2  sets  of  ears  and  eyes  to 
better  judge  my  job.” 

He  said  these  kids  know  "when 
things  [illegal  acts]  are  going 
down." 

Officer  Baez,  coordinator 
Morales  and  the  youths  are  learn¬ 
ing  to  work  on  the  root  causes  of 
crime  in  their  neighborhoods 
through  crime  prevention  by  such 
actions  as  solving  street  light  prob¬ 
lems,  removing  rubbish  in  empty 
lots  and  towing  abandoned  cars. 

Even  though  Mr.  Gonzalez 
supervises  the  program,  the  12 
youths  are  permitted  to  be  respon¬ 
sible  for  making  and  living  out 
their  own  decisions. 

'Kids  are  changed' 

According  to  Mr.  Gonzalez, 
the  program  is  designed  to: 

*  Improve  relations  between 
teenagers  and  the  police  depart¬ 
ment; 

S  Work  with  the  two  commu¬ 
nities  on  their  problems  to  prevent 
crime; 

'd  Train  youths  to  analyze  and 
solve  problems  and 

'T  Understand  the  role  of  the 
police  department. 

Officer  Baez — on  call  to  the 
teenagers  24  hours  a  day — said  that 
even  in  the  short  time  they  have 
been  together  “these  kids  have 
changed.  They’re  more  involved 
and  have  better  self-esteem." 

Teen  participant  Andrew  Floyd 
said  he  has  seen  a  change  in  his  life. 

“I  felt  isolated  before  joining 
the  group.  Gangs  are  scary;  they 
shoot  at  me,”  he  said. 

The  program  has  helped  him 
emotionally,  he  said. 

"I  am  a  much  stronger  and  a 
more  organized  person  than  I  was 
before  the  program." 


UMC 

Upbeat 


An  unusual 
hour  of 
sharing 

History  was  made  Oct.  1  at 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
San  Pedro,  Calif. 

In  observance  of  Worldwide 
Communion  Sunday,  three  congre¬ 
gations  of  different  denominations 
joined  together  in  a  bilingual  ser¬ 
vice.  And  each  was  worshipping  in 
its  own  space  on  one  campus. 

Leading  the  English-Spanish 
communion  service  were  the  con¬ 
gregations’  pastors:  the  Rev.  J. 
Bond  Johnson,  pastor  of  First 
UMC;  the  Rev.  David  Garcia  of 
the  Spanish-speaking  Church  of 
God,  and  the  Rev.  Ed  Beardsley 
of  the  Church  of  the  Centurions. 

The  communion  service  also 
marked  the  beginning  of  an 
unusual  sharing  arrangement 
which  enables  all  three  congrega¬ 
tions  to  worship  Sunday  mornings 
in  different  buildings  on  the 
church  campus. 

First  UMC  worships  in  the 
sanctuary  built  in  1922.  The 
Church  of  God,  which  has  been 
sharing  space  with  the  United 
Methodists  for  more  than  two 
years,  worships  in  the  chapel.  The 
19-month-old  Church  of  the  Cen¬ 
turions,  which  just  recently 
moved  to  First  UMC,  worships  in 
the  church  gymnasium. 


' Jerusalem's  gentle  breeze  belongs  to  no  one' 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 

JERUSALEM — At  an  altitude 
of  2,500  feet,  Jerusalem  nicely 
catches  the  evening  breeze. 

On  a  clear  day,  one  can  even 
glimpse  the  Mediterranean  from 
which  the  west  wind  wafts  some 
60  miles  away.  At  sunset,  the  city 
stills.  All  is  calm,  all  is  bright. 

Outside  Jerusalem’s  walls, 
amid  ruins  of  David’s  ancient  city, 
it  requires  a  short  leap  of  imagina¬ 
tion  to  see  King  David  himself 
enjoying  that  same  evening  breeze. 

King  David's  view 

As  he  walks  along  the  crest  of 
the  hill  on  which  his  palace  sits, 
he  looks  with  satisfaction  on  the 
scene  below  and  beyond. 

Below  him  squats  his  capital — 
a  village,  really,  of  2,000  souls  or 
so.  Its  white  limestone  walls  catch 
the  fading  sunlight  and  disperse  its 
rays  softly  into  the  Kidron  Valley. 

Beyond  him  to  the  south  and 
east  he  surveys  broad  expanses  of 
his  kingdom,  including  land  he  had 
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The  General  Board  of  Pension  and  Health  Benefits  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  located  in  Evanston, 
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conquered  from  the  hated 
Philistines.  Little  could  he  know 
then — “then”  being  about  the  year 
1,000  B.C.E. — that  the  Philistines 
would  have  their  own  quiet 
revenge;  one  thousand  years  later 
the  Romans  would  rename  the  land 
“Palestine”  after  his  defeated  foes. 

No  such  knowledge,  however, 
taints  this  moment  in  the  balm  of 
David’s  triumph.  For  now  and  for 
another  generation — the  rule  of  his 
equally  famous,  many-wifed  son 
Solomon — Israel  is  an  empire.  Its 
glory  day  in  history  will  soon  fly, 
but  for  now  the  evening  breeze 
belongs  to  David. 

Breeze  'blows  where  it  will' 

Today,  in  the  year  1995,  the 
breeze  that  once  was  David’s 
belongs  to  no  one — at  least  no  one 
with  sufficient  power  to  impose 
something  like  David’s  political  or 
military  will  on  the  rugged  hills 
and  arid  valleys  of  Israel/Palestine. 

As  Jesus  once  recalled  with 
poetic  imagery,  modern  Israel’s 
breeze  blows  where  it  will — and 
is,  therefore,  like  the  spirit  of  God: 
elusive,  unpredictable,  uncontrol¬ 
lable. 

It  can  be  a  storm,  as  it  has  been 
for  contemporary  Israelis  and 
Palestinians  locked  in  passionate 
struggle  to  claim  lands  both 
believe  are  their  birthright.  The 
storm  has  erupted  at  times  in  bit¬ 
ter  warfare. 

Today,  although  peace  negoti¬ 
ations  have  moved  the  two  sides 
closer  than  ever  to  resolving 
ancient  conflicts — David  surely 
never  knew  it  would  last  this 
long — the  truce  is  tense,  the  air 
uncertain. 

But  the  breeze  continues  to 
blow  across  this  troubled  land  with 
beguiling  gentleness. 

Life  abides  still 

As  it  has  for  3,000  years  and 
more,  life  abides  on  this  rocky  hill 
that  David  once  ruled. 

One  wonders  why.  The  climate 
here  is  harsh.  The  history  is  harsh¬ 
er.  And  the  endless  conflict  is 
harshest  of  all 

To  endure  here,  as  both  Pales¬ 
tinians  and  Israelis  will  tell  you, 
it  takes  a  certain  will,  a  conviction 
about  place  and  things  considered 
sacred. 

It  requires,  perhaps,  a  well- 
nigh  unexplainable  faith  that  God 
simply  likes  the  location  and 
wants  his  children  to  learn  some¬ 
how  to  live  in  peace. 

But  then  again,  who  knows? 

Maybe  it’s  the  breeze. 

Mr.  Swecker,  of  Orchard  Park ; 
N.Y.,  is  a  pastor  and  a  former  asso¬ 
ciate  editor  of  the  Reporter. 
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Tenuous  sign  of  peace:  A  Palestinian  youth  and  an  Israeli  sol¬ 
dier  shake  hands  following  an  accord. 


Viewers  of  CBS  This  Morning 
saw  a  segment  recently  on  the 
Salkehatchie  Summer  Service,  a 
United  Methodist-sponsored  pro¬ 
gram  in  South  Carolina  in  which 
youths  perform  mission  service. 

What  they  might  not  know  is 
that  the  segment  came  about 
because  CBS  reporter  Jane  Robelot 
is  a  lifelong  United  Methodist. 

Ms.  Robelot  met  the  program’s 
founder,  the  Rev.  John  Culp,  pas¬ 
tor  of  First  UMC  in  Bennettsville, 
S.C.,  while  she  was  a  member  of 
Trinity  UMC  in  Greenville,  S.C. 

Ms.  Robelot  told  the  South 
Carolina  United  Methodist  Advo¬ 
cate  that  she  had  a  tough  time  sell¬ 
ing  the  Salkehatchie  story  to  CBS 
producers  in  New  York. 

But  the  report  of  how  youths 
help  needy  people  with  hands-on 
service  proved  so  inspiring  that 
one  network  producer  enrolled  his 
daughter  in  a  Salkehatchie  camp 
next  summer. 

The  South  Carolina  United 
Methodist  newspaper  also  report¬ 
ed  that  the  CBS  segment  elicited 
inquiries  from  New  Jersey,  New 
York,  California,  Illinois  and  Vir¬ 
ginia  about  replicating  the  pro¬ 
gram  in  those  areas. 
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THE  FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  Church  of  Oowners 

Grove,  Illinois,  is  seeking  a  full-time  Director  of  Youth 
Ministries  First  United  Methodist  .s  a  Chicago  suburban 
church  of  2500  members  with  a  large  youth  program,  in¬ 
cluding  a  youth  choir  of  90  high  school  youth  who  sing  ev 
ery  Sunday  at  one  church  sen/ice  For  job  description, 
contact  Rev  Fred  H  Conger,  1032  Maple  Avenue,  Down- 
ers  Grove  IL  60515  or  call  (708)  968  7120- 

STEP  INTO  THE  LAND  OF  THE  BIBLE  Unequaled  minis¬ 

try  enhancing  travel  program.  Lectures  by  qualified  schol¬ 
ars  Top  Christian  not  for  profit  company  takes  more 
pilgrims  to  Holy  Land  than  any  other  company  Depart  No- 
vember-March  1996.  10-day  trip  starts  at  $1,448.  Clergy 
scholarships  available  Call  Bruce  at  1-800-929-5327 

DIRECTOR  OF  ADULT  MINISTRIES  TO  expand  and  unify 

ministry  at  1000-member  culturally  diverse,  Bible-based 
church  in  urban  neighborhood.  Requires  college  degree,  ex¬ 
perience  m  adult  ministry,  and  commitment  to  gospel. 

$24  200  $28,200  Resumes  to:  Park  Avenue  United 

Methodist  Church,  3400  Park  Ave..  Minneapolis,  MN 
55407  Persons  of  color  encouraged  to  apply 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  for  Clear  Lake  United 

Methodist  Church  (3600  members).  NASA  community  Hous- 
ton,  Texas.  Prefer  college  education,  must  have  vibrant  spiritual 
life,  experience,  programming  and  relational  skills.  Salary  nego¬ 
tiable  Send  resume  to  Dr  Von  Oawson.  Clear  Lake  United 
Methodist  Church,  16335  El  Camino  Real.  Houston,  TX  77062. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  for  large  Methodist 
Church  on  the  Central  Florida  coast,  average  attendance 

900  College  degree  and  3  years  experience  required  Re¬ 
sponsible  for  entire  youth  ministries  of  church  and  training 
and  equipping  of  adult  volunteer  group.  (407)  267-7922 
for  information/application 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  for  growing  church  in 

central  Florida  (near  Orlando)  Position  open  immediately 
Compensation  package,  mid  20's.  Send  resume  to:  Rev 
Gerald  Van  Dyken,  P  0  Box  120488,  Clermont,  FL  34712- 
0488  Telephone:  (904)  394-2412. 

SEEKING  A  FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  Children  s  Ministry 

2000-member  church.  To  serve  m  a  ministry  team  approach  with 
music,  youth,  and  adult  directors  Salary  and  benefits  ne^Jtiabte 
Resume  to  P.0.  8ox  1138,  St  Petersburg,  FL  33731  1138. 

SCHOOL  DIRECTOR-  FIRST  UNITED  Methodist  School  of  Kis¬ 

simmee,  FL,  seeks  degreed  professional  to  direct  preschool 

5th  grade  Responsible  for  student  and  parent  relations,  fi¬ 
nances,  curriculum,  records,  personnel  Candidate  must  be  cer¬ 
tified  and  have  prior  administrative  experience  in  educational 
environment  Reply  to:  School  Board.  First  United  Methodist 
School.  101  W  Dakin  Avenue,  Kissimmee,  FL  34741.  EOF 

YOUTH  PROGRAM  0IRECT0R  Full-time  position  for  ac 

five  program  First  UMC,  Warren,  Arkansas.  Contact  Da¬ 
vid  R  Steele,  (501)  226-2641,  or  send  resume  to:  First 
UMC,  111  W  Church,  Warren,  AR  71671. 

WALK  WITH  WESLEY  Learn  more  about  your  Methodist 

heritage  when  you  travel  to  England  Depart  Spring/Sum¬ 
mer  19%  11  day  tnp  starts  at  $1  798  Clergy  scholar 
ships  available  Call  Bruce  at  1  800  247-0017 

SINGLES  MINISTRY  THE  3000-MEMBER  Pasadena  Commu¬ 

nity  Church  (UMC),  accepting  applications  for  a  Director  of  a 
comprehensive  established  singles  ministry  Salary  is  com¬ 
mensurate  with  experience  and  ability  Send  resume  by  No¬ 
vember  1  to:  John  A  Stroman,  Pasadena  Community  Church, 

L12  70th  Street  South,  St,  Petersburg,  FL  33707 

AMERICAN  ASSOCIATION  OF  FAMILY  Counselors  Offering 
counselor  certification,  newsletter  New  members:  free  counseling 
tape  AAFC  Box  836  Graham.  TX  76450 

CLASSIFIED 


i  +  members.  We  seek  a  motivated  individual 
our  Christian  Education  and  Youth  programs  to 
include  city-wide  participation,  Interested  applicants 
•>sess  a  college  degree  Eiperienca  preferred. 


WANTED:  DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDREN’S  Ministries.  1250member 

church  25  miles  east  of  Dallas  m  Rockwall,  T X  s  seeking  experi¬ 
enced  credential  person  to  oversee  large  and  growing  chil¬ 
dren's  ministry.  Salary  negotiable  Send  resume  to-  SPRC,  First 
United  Methodist  Church.  P  0  Box  158,  Rockwall.  TX  75087 


FULL TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  Mimstnes  needed  immediate¬ 

ly  for  a  growing  suburban  church  of  3600  plus.  Must  have  a  vi¬ 
sion  for  youth  ministry  within  the  comprehensive  program  erf  the 
church  Priority  placed  on  demonstrated  experience  and  effective¬ 
ness  m  working  with  youth  groups  Send  resume,  references  and 
salary  requirements  to  Rev  James  McPtiail,  Sr  Pastor,  Klein 
United  Methodist  Church,  5920  F  M.  2920,  Spmg.  TX  77388. 
Phone  (713)  35*8202  FAX:  (713)  3S3-5073 


JOURNEYS  OF  PAUL  Learn  about  the  early  church  and  the  mm- 

istry  of  Paul  when  you  travel  m  his  footsteps  to  Greece  or  Tur¬ 
key  Depart  Summer /Fall  1996.  lOday  trip  starts  at  (1.698- 
Clergy  scholarships  available  Call  Bruce  at  1-800-247-0017 


WANTED  EXPERIENCED,  FULL-TIME  Christian  Education/Pro¬ 

gram  Director  Suburban,  Christ  UMC,  900  members  Salary  20- 
30  K,  excellent  benefits;  may  indude  housing  Resume  William 
Kearney.  172  Hamilton,  Amherst.  NY  14226  Oeadfine  12/1/95, 


FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  Children's  Mimstnes.  VineviBe  UMC. 

a  dynamic  church  of  2100  members  seeks  Director  erf  Childpn's 
Mimstnes  Degree  experience  positive  attitude  and  out®kng  per¬ 
sonality  required  Send  resume  ter  Semor  Minister,  2045  Vine- 
ville  Ave.  Macon,  GA  31204.  (912)  745-3331. 


DIRECTOR  OF  SINGLE  ADULT  MINISTRY  large  metropolitan 

church  Responsible  for  all  aspects  of  programming  singles  meus- 
try  Send  resume  Karen  Spencer,  First  United  Methodist  Church. 
1928  Ross  Ave,  Oallas  TX  75201. 


TREASURER/DIRECTOR  ADMINISTRATIVE  Semces  -  Hotston 

Annual  Conference  Position  available  June  96  far  lughly  quafi- 
fied  lay  or  clergy  person.  Equal  opportunity  employer  Responsi¬ 
bilities  treasurer  functions  pension  &  insurance  programs  and 
Conference  Foundation  Supervises  6  person  staff  m  Johnson 
City,  Tennessee  Reports  to  Conference  Council  on  Finance  &  Ad¬ 
ministration.  Salary  and  benefits  comparable  to  District  Superin¬ 
tendents  Qualifications  Applicant  is  expected  to  have  strong 
commitment  to  Chnst  and  the  ministry  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  Must  be  knowledgeable  m  finance  accounting  and  com¬ 
puter  systems  Experience  with  persons  insurance  and  imrest- 
ments  will  be  advantageous  Communications  and  manapnal 
skills  are  necessary  Applications  may  be  submitted  to  Alan  0 
Grosectase,  Prestoent  Hdston  Conference  CFA,  P  0  Bar  1440, 
Pulaski,  VA  24301  by  November  15.  1995  Include  resume  and 
names  of  at  least  three  persons  tor  references  as  to  professional 
aid  personal  qualifications  Position  description  available  upon 
request  Selection  to  be  made  by  April  15, 1996, 


POSITION  AVAILABLE  PART-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR. 

send  resume  to  Virginia  Johnson,  Chairman  Search  Committee, 
St  Andrews  UMC,  1960  Colombo  Rd  .  Oranpburg,  SC  29115. 
(803)  5346636  or  (803)  534-5783. 


FULLTIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  and  Children's  Ministries 

Keith  Memorial  UMC.  Athens  TN.  1100  members  Bachelor  de¬ 
gree  preferred  Salary  negotoble.  based  on  experience  and  educa¬ 
tion  Benefits  included  Begin  1/96.  Send  resume  to  Search 
Committee.  Keith  Memorial  UMC.  P.0  Box  1.  Athens  TN 
37371-0001  (423)  745-26 IE 


IDENTIFY  YOUR  CHURCH  with  the  United  Methodist  in- 
signe  The  standard  6  foot  cross  is  a  2  inch  square  alumi¬ 
num  m  black,  silver,  gold,  or  bronze.  The  flame  is  Fire-red 
textured  polyurethane  paint  on  Vt  inch  aluminum.  Custom 
sites  available  Mounting  brxkets  included  Inquire:  Cross 
and  Flame  Insigne,  5208  Piedmont  Dnve.  Santa  Rosa,  CA 
95405.  or  call  (707)  538-5325. 


GRAND  EUROPE.  Explore  7  of  Europe's  most  acclaimed  coun¬ 

tries.  Visit  London,  Pans,  Amsterdam,  Cologne.  Rhine  Cruise. 
Hamburg,  Munich,  Salzburg,  Innsbruck.  Uechtenstem.  Lucerne, 
Zurich  Depart  Summer  1996  liday  tnp  starts  at  $2,598.  Cler 
gy  scholarships  available  Call  Bruce  at  1-800-247-0017 

LARGE  SUCCESSFUL  CHURCH-BASED  community  orprazabon. 

39  congregations,  worlung  tor  |usfa  m  xmeroty  seetong  experi¬ 
enced  Lead  Or^ntw  with  energy,  vnm.  Responabrfrties  nckjde 
assisting  ongoing  development  and  xnpfcmentation  erf  strerfHjpc 
plan,  working  with  church  taderc  to  acheve  orgamztoon's  goat 
prepanng  and  framing  personnel,  admwstrMion  Salary  DOE, 
benefits.  Letter  and  resume  by  12/1/95  tot  Search  Committee, 
Milwaukee  Inneruty  Congreptions  Ailed  for  Hope,  4011  West 
Capitol  Dm*.  Milwaukee.  Wl  53216  ! 

FIRST  UMC,  GLEN  ELLYN,  ILLINOIS  seeking  full-bme  Minister 
of  Youth  and  Evaigeltsm  Available  immediately  MCE  or  e^nva- 
lent  Salary  commensurate  with  experience  For  information  or 
lob  description,  call  (708)  469-3510. 

LARGE  DYNAMIC  UNITED  METHOOtST  CHURCH  m  Houston 
desires  experienced  business  or  prtrfessonal  church  administra¬ 
tor  Duties  include  office  manager,  personnel,  financial  admins- 
tration,  procurement  and  property  management  Reports  direefty 
to  senior  minister  and  acts  as  liaison  with  church  (rffieers  and 
committees  Please  send  resume  to:  Church  Business  Administra¬ 
tor.  P  0  Box  440811,  Houston,  TX  77244-081 1  Satory  commen¬ 
surate  with  qualifications  ; 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  AND  YOUTH  Mimstnes  Full-time  pts 
bon  to  oversee  music  and  youth  mimstnes  of  growing  congreg» 
bon.  Degree  in  musK  or  youth  ministry  and  past  wot 
experience  preferred.  Salary  negotiable  References  please.  Send 
resume  to:  Rev  Richard  West,  Wesley  United  Methodist  Church, 
1406  E  Austin,  Hailingen,  TX  78550. 

WANTED:  CL0UDCR0FT  NEW  MEXICO  United  Methodist 
Church  needs  bell  choir  robes  For  more  information  call 
(505)  682-2266,  9:00  A.M  4:00  P.M  weekdays 

COLLEGE  DEGREE/HOME  STUDY,  Save  $$$.  Catalog  $1  Chris¬ 
tian  Bible  College  Station  Square,  Suite  227,  Rocky  Mt,  NC 
27804.  (919)  442 1211  (Accredited). 

BUYING  COINS,  COIN  COLLECTIONS.  Accumulations  estates 
Methodist  investor  with  quet  confidential  cash  will  travel  South¬ 
west  and  negotiate  any  collection  Bank  and  legal  references  Box 
808,  Fulton,  TX  78356 

VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS7  WORSHIP  AT  First  Methodist  3401 
Canal  Street  Dr  Ken  Jones  pastor  Classes  1600  am.  Worship 
11:00  am.  (504)4880856 

NO  ACCOMPANIST7  SING  YOUR  favorite  hymns  m  worship  or 
at  home  Instrumental  accompaniment  tor  90  best  known  hymns 
on  6  tape  cassette  sets  Choose  piano  or  organ  Word  book  »v 
eluded,  but  can  be  used  with  your  hymnal.  Makes  an  excellent 
gift  $3895  plus  shipping,  1900-7280573. 

WE  BUY  AND  SELL  CHURCH  VANS  and  buses  We  speoafae  m 
used  15  passenger  vans  Trinity  Transportation,  1-800-2950390 

DO  YOU  WANT  TO  ADOPT  A  BABY7”  Methodist  Missnn 
Home, 'San  Antonio  now  accepting  applications  Texas  and  New 
Mexico  resdents  call  (210)  6987021  tor  mtormatioii 

SM0KIE  MOUNTAINS  NEAR  LAKE  Juivrfuska  Affordable  effioen- 

aes  Incomparable  v*w  $190  per  week.  Mountam  View  Guest 
House,  P  0  Box  1096,  WayneswUe.  NC  28788  (704)  627-9507 

STOLES.  FROM  THE  MISSION  FIELD  Hand  woven  by  the 
Christian  Mayas  o*  Guatemala,  All  liturgical  colors  plus  the 
now  world  renowned  multicolored  with  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Cross  t  Flame  or  the  Jerusalem  cross,  (generic). 
Send  no  money,  we  will  ship  on  approval  and  bill  you 
Cost  $35.00.  Double  Mission  Outreach,  10057  Old  High¬ 
way  13,  Murphysboro,  IL  62966  or  phone  (618)  684-3890, 
evenings  too,  keep  trying 

ESTES  PARK,  COLORADO  Alkiew,  two-bedroom  cottages  along 
the  river,  with  fireplaces  decks  and  kitchens  Open  year-round 
Mountain  Haven  Inn  and  Cottars  (970)  5882864 

VtSTTING  NASHVILLE?  WORSHIP  AT  hetonc  McKmftee  UMC 
downtown.  Sundays  830,  11.00  AM,  630  PM.  Thursday  noon  kjv 
cheon,  Wednesday  5  45  PM  523  Church  Street  (615)  271-2600 
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Book  speaks  out 
for  Asian-Americans 


Faith  &  food  come  to  new  TV  season 


By  THOMAS  W.  GOODHUE 

The  new  television  season  may 
well  be  the  most  tasteless  one 
ever. 

This  critic  is  no  prude,  but  Mel¬ 
rose  Place  clearly  has  spawned 
countless  shallow,  steamy  imita¬ 
tors.  Meanwhile,  the  new  sit¬ 
coms  have  sunk  to  new  depths  of 
casual  cursing  and  none-too- 
clever  sexual  innuendo. 

There  is  good  material  on  the 
small  screen,  but  it  takes  some 
searching.  Sadly,  some  of  the  best 
programs  are  little-advertised  and 
are  almost  never  reviewed  any¬ 
where. 

Perspectives 

Perspectives  on  the  Faith  and 
Values  Channel,  is  one  such  pro¬ 
gram.  Produced  by  United 
Methodist  Communications  and 
United  Methodist-related  Boston 
University  School  of  Theology,  it 
presents  thoughtful  commentary 
on  contemporary  issues. 

Host  the  Rev.  Dick  Nesmith 
allows  his  guests  to  give  full, 
relaxed  responses  to  his  ques¬ 
tions,  not  insisting  on  quick  30- 
second  sound-bites  the  way  most 
TV  newscasters  do. 

The  talking  heads  on  Perspec¬ 
tives  seem  to  be  nearly  all  older 
white  men,  but  the  program  man¬ 
ages  to  cover  a  wide  variety  of 
topics  from  a  number  of  different 
angles. 

In  September,  for  example. 
Perspectives  looked  at  the  U.S. 
education  system,  the  church’s 
role  in  forming  public  policy  and 
Orange  County,  California’s  fis¬ 
cal  crisis. 

Frugal  Gourmet  Jeff  Smith 

Perspectives  just  started  its 
new  season  on  the  Faith  and  Val¬ 
ues  Channel  with  an  interview 
with  the  Rev.  Jeff  Smith. 

A  United  Methodist  clergyman 
who  is  best  known  as  the  Frugal 
Gourmet,  Mr.  Smith  is  not  only  a 
gifted  chef,  cooking  teacher  and 


There  is  good 
material  on  the  small 
screen,  but  it  takes 
some  searching. 


best-selling  author,  he  is  also  a 
Christian  who  reflects  artfully  on 
such  topics  as  the  role  of  food  in 
religious  sacraments  and  the  need 
for  good  cooking  in  church-oper¬ 
ated  soup  kitchens. 

This  program  The  Frugal 
Gourmet  Keeps  the  Feast  airs  at 
8:30  a.m.  and  6  p.m.  (Eastern 
Time)  on  Thursdays. 

Scriptures  Alive! 

An  even  better  program  is 
United  Methodist  Communica¬ 
tion’s  Scriptures  Alive! — also  on 
the  Faith  and  Values  Channel. 
David  Otto,  who  teaches  at  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist-related  Centenary 
College  in  Shreveport  is  the  resi¬ 
dent  scholar.  He  is  both  funny  and 
insightful.  The  Rev.  Kathleen 
LaCamera,  a  gifted  producer  and 
interviewer,  hosts  Scriptures 
Alive! — and  sometimes  is  Dr. 
Otto’s  worthy  adversary. 

Ms.  LaCamera  makes  excel¬ 
lent  use  of  film  clips  which  offer 
everything  from  the  viewpoints  of 
other  experts  to  the  results  of 
street-corner  polls.  The  result  is 
exceptionally  live  and  provoca¬ 
tive  religious  broadcasting. 

Viewers  may  find  the  new  sea¬ 
son’s  second  episode  “Terrorism: 
Sacred  and  Secular”  quite  disqui¬ 
eting — but  then,  the  Bible  is  sup¬ 
posed  to  shake  us  up.  Dr.  Otto 
points  out  that  Christians  have 
been  perpetrators  of  terrorism  as 
well  as  its  victims. 

Many  people  at  the  time,  he 
argues,  would  have  seen  Jesus’ 
attack  on  the  money-changers  in 
the  Temple  as  an  act  of  terrorism, 
an  assault  on  a  major  religious 


institution. 

Saul  of  Tarsus,  Dr.  Otto  notes, 
was  transformed  from  a  victimiz- 
er  to  a  victor  in  Christ — then 
Kathleen  LaCamera  presents  Alec 
Calderwood,  a  repentant  Protes¬ 
tant  “paramilitary”  from  Northern 
Ireland. 

Mr.  Calderwood  abducted  a 
man  and  beat  him  to  death  simply 
because  he  was  a  Catholic.  At  the 
time,  Mr.  Calderwood  saw  noth¬ 
ing  wrong  with  his  actions. 

“That’s  the  way  things  were,"  he 
explains.  Having  undergone  a  con¬ 
version  similar  to  St.  Paul's,  Mr. 


Calderwood  now  has  renounced 
terrorism  and  dedicated  his  life  to 
calling  others  away  from  violence. 

Scriptures  Alive!  may  be  seen 
on  the  Faith  and  Values  Channel 
at  1 1  a.m.  on  Thursday  and  8:30 
a.m.  (Eastern  Time)  on  Tuesdays. 

This  is  one  program  which 
sails  high  above  the  rest  of  the 
sludge  on  television  this  season. 

Mr.  Goodhue  is  pastor  of  Bay 
Shore  United  Methodist  Church 
on  Long  Island,  V  Y-,  and  fre¬ 
quently  reviews  television  for  the 
Reporter. 


PHOTO  BV  FAITH&VALUES 

The  Frugal  Gourmet,  the  Rev.  Jeff  Smith,  and  cooking  assis¬ 
tant  Marion  Schiewe  exchange  a  hug  on  the  set  of  The  Fru¬ 
gal  Gourmet  Keeps  the  Feast,  now  airing  on  the  Faith&Val- 
ues  Channel  (see  story  to  left). 


There  are  different  kinds  of  movie  vanities 


INTERSCOPE  COMMUNICATIONS  PHOTO  BV  SAM  EMERSON 


Determined  to  trace  his  adopted  daughter's  whereabouts, 
menacing  criminal  John  Netherwood  (Keith  Carradine,  left) 
intimidates  social  worker  Maggie  (Jenny  Gago)  and  threat¬ 
ens  to  kill  her  unless  she  provides  specific  details  about 
where  to  find  the  child  in  Hollywood  Pictures'  thriller  The 
Tie  That  Binds  (see  commentary  to  left). 


By  RON  SALFEN 

“Vanity  of  vanities,”  says  the 
Teacher,  “vanity  of  vanities,  all 
is  vanity.”  (Ecclesiastes  1:2) 

Well,  there  are  different  kinds 
of  vanity.  There  is  the  kind  of 
vanity  like  Senior  Trip,  which  is 
an  airhead  movie,  full  of  silliness 
and  pranks,  rewarding  the  under¬ 
achieving  and  making  buffoons 
of  everyone  who  takes  them¬ 
selves  too  seriously. 

It’s  a  striving  after  wind 
(Ecclesiastes  1:17),  a  silly  little 
dollop  that  would  appeal  only  to 
a  very  small  teenage  audience, 
and  to  the  few  adults  who  enjoy 
being  the  brunt  of  pubescent 
humor. 

The  Tie  That  Binds 

Rated  R 

Then  there  is  the  kind  of  vani¬ 
ty  that  appears  in  The  Tie  That 
Binds,  a  stalk-and-terrorize 
movie  that  makes  a  persuasive 
argument  that  the  biological  par¬ 
ents  are  not  necessarily  the 
preferable  environment  for  every 
child.  Daryl  Hannah  and  Keith 
Carradine  play  the  psycho  par¬ 
ents  who  show  their  darling 
daughter  how  to  rob,  steal,  kill 
and  take  pictures  afterwards. 

They're  just  attractive  enough 
for  their  madness  to  be  menac¬ 
ing.  and  veteran  enough  to  make 
their  creepiness  all  too  believ¬ 
able.  There  is  no  real  point  to  this 
movie,  other  than  to  drag  the 
viewer  through  a  gut-wrenching 
ordeal. 

There  is  no  humor,  little  play¬ 
fulness,  and  a  bizarre  ending  that 


leaves  the  viewer  more  disturbed 
than  relieved  for  the  survivors. 

This  movie,  too,  promises  to 
have  a  very  small  audience  and 
recede  quickly  into  the  cinemat¬ 
ic  dust  bin. 

Clockers 

Rated  R  for  strong  graphic  violence, 
strong  language  and  drug  content . 

Clockers,  on  the  other  hand, 


will  have  a  wider  audience  just 
beoause  it  is  Spike  Lee,  the  talent¬ 
ed  young  black  film  maker  who 
evokes  powerful  images  of  the 
African-American  experience  in 
contemporary  urban  America. 

Clockers  is  about  a  bunch  of 
young  black  men  in  the  Brooklyn 
projects  caught  up  in  the  drug 
scene  (and  thus  are  “clocked” 
themselves),  because  they  seem 


to  have  so  few  options  available 
otherwise. 

The  ones  who  work  at  the  fast- 
food  stores  are  ridiculed  as 
“Uncle  Toms.” 

There  is  a  black  cop  who  is 
mildly  respected,  but  no  clergy  or 
churches  in  sight.  Then  there  is 
the  homicide  detective  (Harvey 
Keitel),  who  actually  cares 
enough  to  try  to  unravel  a  com¬ 
plicated  murder  case,  even  when 
it  would  have  been  easier  to  just 
accept  the  apparent  deceit  and  be 
done  with  it. 

In  the  midst  of  all  the  despair, 
frenzy,  violence  and  struggle, 
there  is  a  message  here:  for 
blacks,  about  self-reliance  and 
hard  work,  and  for  whites,  about 
treating  blacks  as  individuals. 

And  then  of  course  there  is  the 
little  vanity,  the  double  cameo 
appearance  of  the  director  him¬ 
self  at  a  crime  scene  drinking  as 
if  bystanding  and  commentating 
is  what  he’s  all  about,  which  this 
fellow  critic  recognizes  as  yet 
another  form  of  vanity. 

“Vanity  of  vanities,"  says  the 
Teacher,  “vanity  of  vanities,  ail 
is  vanity.” 

Mr.  Salfen  is  pastor  of 
Neshaminy-Warwick  Presbyterian 
Church  in  suburban  Philadelphia. 


Holy  Spirit  theme  of  World  Methodist  meet 


For  the  first  time  in  its  115-year  history,  the 
World  Methodist  Conference  will  meet  next 
year  in  Latin  America. 

Some  3,000  Methodists  and  representatives 
of  United  Churches  related  to  the  World 
Methodist  Council  will  meet  in  Rio  de  Janeiro, 
Brazil  on  Aug.  7-15,  1996. 

This  will  be  the  17th  World  Methodist  Con¬ 
ference  since  1881. 

The  500-member  World  Methodist  Coun¬ 
cil  will  meet  during  the  conference. 

The  conference  theme,  “Holy  Spirit:  Giver 
of  Life,”  is  taken  from  the  Nicene  Creed  writ¬ 
ten  in  AD  325. 

The  conference  logo  incorporates  Rio’s 
famous  Christ  the  Redeemer  statue  and  cap¬ 
tures  a  sense  of  the  Spirit  of  God  bringing  life 
abundant  through  Christ  to  the  whole  world. 

The  Rev.  Donald  English,  chairperson  of 
the  World  Methodist  Council  Executive  Com¬ 


mittee,  will  deliver  the  keynote  address 
Eleven  seminars  are  planned:  world  evan¬ 
gelism,  world  issues,  worship,  family  life  con¬ 
cerns,  relationships  with  other  Christian 
churches,  Bible  study,  the  renewal  among 
Methodist  men  and  Christian  education,  Wes¬ 
leyan/Methodist  heritage  and  history,  theolog¬ 
ical  education  and  international  publishing. 

Major  speakers  include  General  Eva  Bur¬ 
rows  (Australia),  General  of  The  Salvation 
Army  from  1986  to  1993;  the  Rev.  Leonard 
Sweet  (U.S.A.)  and  Paulo  Lockmann  (Brazil). 

Edith  Loane  of  Ireland  will  bring  the  mes¬ 
sage  of  the  World  Federation  of  Methodist 
Women  whose  assembly  convenes  the  week 
before  the  conference. 

The  Rev.  H.  Eddie  Fox,  director  of  world 
evangelism  for  the  World  Methodist  Confer¬ 
ence,  will  report  on  major  evangelism  devel¬ 
opments  around  the  world. 


LOCO  CREATED  HILDA  LYNN  OF  PHILADELPHIA 


By  SUE  M.  MOTE 

We  stood  there,  two  of  the  three 
of  us  struck  dumb  as  the  words 
“little  Jap"  hung  in  the  air.  The 
speaker  explained  that  he  could 
joke  that  way  about  his  friend  here 
because  they  were,  after  all, 
friends. 

After  the  speaker  departed — he 
later  won  a  prominent  leadership 
position  in  his  denomination — I 
asked  the  object  of  the  jest,  a 
Japanese-American  churchman, 
if  he  weren’t  greatly  offended. 

"We  leam  not  to  say  anything,” 
he  replied. 

That  was  a  dozen  years  ago, 
and  whether  or  not  those  individ¬ 
uals  have  changed  their  separate 
behaviors,  Asian  Americans  as  a 
whole  are  speaking  up. 

Strong  argument  presented 

To  our  benefit,  Fumitaka  Mat- 
suoka.  a  seminary  dean,  has  pub¬ 
lished  a  strong  argument  for  Asian 
American  Christians  to  speak 
up — and  for  all  of  us  to  leam  and 
grow  in  grace. 

The  scholarly  language  of  Out 
of  Silence:  Emerging  Themes  in 
Asian-American  Churches  initial¬ 
ly  masks  Dr.  Matsuoka’s  pain  but 
finally  cannot  hide  it.  Chinese- 
Americans,  Japanese-Americans, 
Korean-Americans  and  Filipino- 
Americans — all  have  histories  to 
tell  of  hardship,  strength  and  com¬ 
munity,  and,  most  painfully,  of  the 
experience  of  deep,  continuing 
discrimination,  inside  the  church 
as  well  as  without. 

Dr.  Matsuoka’s  purpose  is  to 
invite  American  Chnstians  to  rec¬ 
ognize  their  unstated  rule  that,  to 
be  a  genuine  Christian,  one  must 
become  like  European-Ameri- 
cans.  If  we  think  about  it,  we 
understand  that  Christ  meets  each 
of  us  not  in  a  vacuum  but  within 
our  particular  culture.  But  the 
American  church  has  been  influ¬ 
enced  by  the  medieval  European 
church-state  monolith.  Dr.  Mat- 
suoka  argues,  so  that  we  fail  to 
separate  transcendant  faith  from 
finite  culture. 

American  culture  shapes 

The  first  giant  step  for  Euro¬ 
pean  Americans,  then,  is  to  recog¬ 
nize  the  ways  in  which  American 
culture  shapes  how  we  think 
about  and  live  our  faith.  Asian- 
Americans,  so  aware  of  culture, 
already  understand  the  concept. 

United  Methodist  Bishop  Roy 
I.  Sano,  episcopal  leader  of  the 
church’s  Los  Angeles  Area,  rec¬ 
ognizes  that  one’s  culture  will 
necessarily  influence  one’s  faith. 

“I  once  asked  myself:  ’How  can 
I  be  Christian  and  yet  Buddhist?’ 
Through  time,  however  ...  I 
became  aware  of  the  extent  to 
which  Buddhism  permeated  my 
Japanese  cultural  heritage  and  rec¬ 
ognized  how  impossible  it  was  to 
eliminate  everything  from  that 
heritage  ...” 

Bishop  Sano’s  personal  journey 
from  one  culture  to  another  high¬ 
lights  a  crucial  difficulty  for  Asian- 
Americans:  clarifying  their  identi¬ 
ty.  Identity  grows  in  the  soil  of  per¬ 
sonal  and  ethnic  history.  For 
Asian-  Americans,  this  means  the 
uncharted,  uncomfortable  margin 


Review 


Out  of  Silence:  Emerging 
Themes  in  Asian  American 
Churches  by  Fumitaka  Matsuoka 
( Cleveland ',  United  Church  Press , 
1995)  184  pp.,  paperback,  $10.95 


between  “Asian”  and  “American.” 

Asian-American  history  includes 
persistent  exclusion  in  America. 
Being  told  to  assimilate,  they  find 
themselves  at  the  same  time  denied 
full  membership  because  of  their 
visible  “racial  uniform,”  in  Dr.  Mat¬ 
suoka’s  words.  Nearly  all  Asian 
Americans  have  been  told  at  least 
once,  “Go  back  where  you  came 
from!” — no  matter  how  long  ago 
their  ancestors  came  to  America. 

The  church  provides  a  crucial 
environment  for  Asian-Americans, 
Dr.  Matsuoka  believes.  In  Christ¬ 
ian  communities,  painful  personal 
and  group  memories  can  be  spoken 
and  accepted.  In  these  “communi¬ 
ties  of  memory,”  Asian-  Americans 
can  acknowledge  the  Christ  who 
offered  fellowship  but  not  the  elim¬ 
ination  of  pain  or  ambiguity. 

Affirm  Asian-American-ness 

There,  in  the  presence  of  One 
who  knew  suffering,  they  can 
build  a  theology  that  is  true  to 
their  experience  and  therefore  dif¬ 
fers  from  European-based  theolo¬ 
gy.  They  can  affirm  their  Asian- 
American-ness  as  the  medium 
through  which  Christ  meets  them. 

A  key  piece  of  Dr.  Matsuoka’s 
theology  is  that  perfection  will 
never  be  achieved — racism  will 
never  be  fully  eradicated  from 
America.  (He  defines  racism  as  “a 
system  that  promotes  the  domina¬ 
tion  and  subjugation  of  certain 
racial  and  ethnic  groups”  by  the 
“intentional  or  unintentional  use 
of  power."  This  power  is  cultural, 
political  and  economic,  and  it  is 
used  to  isolate  and  exploit  others.) 

But  the  desire  of  theologian 
Rita  Nakashima  Brock  quoted  by 
Dr.  Matsuoka  is  that  being  “less 
polemical  and  more  nuanced  in 
our  thinking  about  innocence, 
oppression,  and  justice  may  help 
take  us  past  the  deadlock  of  self- 
righteousness  [and]  defensive¬ 
ness  .  .  .  and  help  us  toward  rela¬ 
tionship.” 

See  sickness  accelerate 

Failing  to  do  that,  we  will  see 
our  national  sickness  accelerate. 
“An  America  that  still  refuses  to 
embrace  the  unique  composite  [of 
ethnic  groups]  that  is  centuries  old 
but  has  yet  to  be  celebrated  will 
contain  all  in  the  same  practiced 
hostility  that  means  the  death  of 
each,”  Dr.  Matsuoka  writes. 

In  this  valuable  book,  Euro- 
pean-American  Christians  can 
find  a  new  understanding  of  our 
Asian-American  brothers  and  sis¬ 
ters,  and  Asian-Americans  can 
gain  resolve  to  break  their  silence. 
All  of  us  can  become  more  gen¬ 
uine  friends  in  Christ. 

Ms.  Mote  is  a  free-lance  writer 
in  Rancho  Cucamonga,  Calif. 


Fanny  Crosby  hymn  meant 
for  children  was  revived 
by  crusade  music  director 


To  God  be  the  glory,  great  things 
he  hath  done, 

So  loved  he  the  world  that  he 
gave  us  his  Son, 

Who  yielded  his  life  an  atone¬ 
ment  for  sin, 

And  opened  the  lifegate  that  all 
may  go  in. 

Praise  the  Lord,  praise  the  Lord, 
Let  the  earth  hear  his  voice! 
Praise  the  Lord,  praise  the  Lord, 
Let  the  people  rejoice! 

O  come  to  the  Father,  through 
Jesus  the  Son, 

And  gave  him  the  glory,  great 
things  he  hath  done. 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

Fanny  Crosby’s  words  reflect 
an  objective  expression  rarely 
found  in  her  lyrics.  Here  is  a 
straightforward  expressions  of 
praise  to  God,  not  in  her  usual 
subjective  style. 

Intended  as  a  song  for  Sunday 
school  children,  “To  God  Be  the 
Glory,”  with  appropriate  music 
by  William  H.  Doane,  was  first 
published  in  1 875.  This  small  col¬ 
lection,  compiled  by  Doane  and 
Robert  Lowry,  was  quite  widely 
circulated. 

Somehow  beyond  explanation, 
compilers  of  subsequent  collec¬ 
tions  of  gospel  songs  seemed  to 
overlook  this  song  and  for  eighty 


History 
of  Hymns 

years  it  was  all  but  forgotten. 

In  preparation  for  the  1954 
Billy  Graham  Greater  London 
Crusade,  Cliff  Barrows,  the  music 
director,  was  compiling  a  song- 
book  for  the  singing  in  Harringay 
Stadium. 

Someone  in  London  suggested 
that  “To  God  Be  the  Glory"  be 
included.  This  was  an  unfamiliar 
song  to  Barrows,  but  on  strong 
recommendations  of  friends  there 
he  included  it.  At  Harringay  it 
became  an  oft-repeated  favorite 
hymn. 

Delighted  with  this  “new¬ 
found”  song,  Barrows  returned  to 
the  states  and  later  introduced  it 
in  the  1954  Billy  Graham  Cru¬ 
sade  in  Nashville  where  it  was 
sung  with  great  enthusiasm  at 
Vanderbilt  University's  football 
stadium. 

Since  1954  the  hymn  has 
appeared  in  most  hymnals  pub¬ 
lished  in  English-speaking  coun¬ 
tries. 

NEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN: 

" Open  My  Eyes  That  I  May  See* 


GOOD 

SAMARITAN 

OFFERING 


n 

Peoples 

Methodist 

ommunity 

^Tenter 


THEOS  at  Methodist  Hospital  Offers  Support 


Methodist  Hospital  Chaplain  Paul  Durbin  offers  guidance  and  spiritual 
comfort  to  an  individual  experiencing  the  loss  of  his  spouse  and  the  initial 
stages  of  grief. 


The  death  of  a  spouse  is  difficult.  It  is 
the  loss  of  a  friend,  a  confidante,  a  partner, 
a  life-long  companion. 

At  first,  the  grief  seems  as  if  it  will 
never  end.  You  feel  alone,  perhaps  fright¬ 
ened,  you  may  even  question  the  ability  to 
carry  on  with  the  responsibilities  of  daily 
life. 

“Grief  comes  in  unexpected  waves, 
heavy  at  first  then  diminishing  over  time,” 
says  Pendleton  Memorial  Methodist 
Hospital  Chaplain  Judy  Nelson.  “It  is  a  nat¬ 
ural  aftermath  of  loss  that  is  personal  and 
different  for  everyone.” 

“Everyone  reacts  differently  to  the  loss 
of  a  loved  one  but  when  the  loss  is  that  of  a 
spouse,  it  often  initiates  deep  feelings  of 
grief,  shock  and  depression,”  adds  Chaplain 
Paul  Durbin,  Director  of  Pastoral  Care  at 
Methodist  Hospital. 

Although  Chaplain  Durbin  and  Chaplain 
Nelson  are  experienced  grief  counselors,  they 
cannot  predict  how  someone  will  react  to  a 
specific  situation.  “The  most  sedate  and  well- 


mannered 
individual 
may  punch  a 
hole  in  the 
wall  when  the 
death  of  a 
loved  one 
occurs,” 
Chaplain 
Durbin  says. 
“We  also  see 
anxiety  filled 
relatives  at 
the  patient’s  bedside  who  become  peaceful 
and  calm  when  death  arrives. 

The  first  reaction  to  grief  may  range 
from  depression  and  shock  to  anger  and 
despair,”  he  continues.  “Some  individuals 
immediately  turn  to  religion  as  a  comfort 
and  others  may  block  their  reaction  to  grief 
with  medication.” 

The  Chaplains  do  know,  however,  that 
support,  guidance  and  prayer  are  key  fac¬ 
tors  in  helping  individuals  move  successful¬ 
ly  through  the  grief  process.  A  self-help 
group  for  widowed  persons,  THEOS  (They 
Help  Each  Other  Spiritually)  is  designed 
specifically  to  assist  spouses  through  the 
grieving  process.  The  group  meets  on  a 
monthly  basis  at  Methodist  Hospital,  to 
help  themselves  by  helping  each  other.  The 
meetings,  which  are  open  to  the  communi¬ 
ty,  are  held  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  each 
month  from  8:30  a.m.  to  10:00  a.m.  at 
Methodist  Hospital. 

“Grief  is  nature’s  way  of  mending  a  bro¬ 
ken  heart  with  several  defined  stages  that 


are  necessary  for  recovery  and  resolution,” 
says  Chaplain  Nelson,  who  serves  as 
THEOS  group  leader.  “Religious  faith  may 
provide  comfort,  but  it  is  important  to  rec¬ 
ognize  that  there  is  a  physical  side  and  an 
emotional  side  of  grief  that  must  be 
addressed.  It  is  also  important  to  recognize 
that  medication  may  only  mask  grief  on  a 
temporary  basis.” 

The  Chaplains  note  that  most  people 
experience  a  roller  coaster  ride  through 
emotional  experiences  as  they  move  for¬ 
ward  and  back  again  through  various  phases 
of  mourning  which  include:  shock,  disbe¬ 
lief,  depression,  anger  and  blame,  guilt, 
confusion,  disinterest  and  resolution. 

“These  are  natural  processes  that  lead  to 
recovery,  even  through  such  seemingly  neg¬ 
ative  feelings  of  blame  or  scapegoating” 
Chaplain  Nelson  says. 

“There  are  those  who  blame  the  patient’s 
doctor,  the  nurses,  the  hospital  staff,  and 
take  on  blame  themselves  as  well,”  says 
Chaplain  Durbin.  “Family  members,  and 
friends  may  feel  that  something  should  have 
been  done  to  prevent  the  death,  even  in 
cases  of  terminal  cancer.  Sometimes  blame 
leads  to  or  merges  with  feelings  of  anger 
which  may  then  lead  to  guilt.” 

“God  is  often  blamed  for  death,” 
Chaplain  Durbin  continues.  “Why  would 
God  let  my  mother  die?”  or,  “Why  would 
God  let  such  a  young  person  suffer  so 
much?” 

He  emphasizes  that  there  is  nothing 
wrong  in  questioning  God’s  reason.  “God 


loves  us  even  when  we  question  Him. 
Expressing  grief  does  not  deny  God  or  the 
existence  of  an  afterlife.  Jesus  himself  has 
said,  ‘Blessed  are  they  who  mourn,  for  they 
shall  be  comforted.’” 

Even  though  grief  is  a  natural  process,  it 
is  not  a  process  best  experienced  alone.  At 
Methodist  Hospital,  a  Chaplain  responds  to 
all  deaths  offering  support  and  guidance  for 
family  members,  friends  and  hospital  staff. 
Chaplain  Nelson  adds  that  Methodist 
Hospital’s  Pastoral  Care  Department  focus¬ 
es  on  an  individual’s  faith  and  helps  to 
strengthen  that  faith  when  appropriate  dur¬ 
ing  the  grief  process.  “There  is  a  spiritual 
hunger  that  needs  to  be  fed,”  she  says.  “In 
times  of  grief,  spiritual  nourishment  is  an 
important  aspect  to  the  resolution  and 
acceptance  of  loss.” 

According  to  Chaplain  Nelson,  attending 
a  self-help  support  group  may  assist  the 
healing  process  for  those  who  have  suffered 
a  loss.  “Knowing  that  you  are  not  alone  in 
the  experience 


someone  else  may  be  an  important  aspect  of 
resolving  grief.” 

She  emphasizes  that  Methodist  Hospital 
Chaplains  are  always  available  to  provide 
guidance  and  support  for  ministers  as  well 
as  individual  members  of  the  community. 

“The  financial  support  generated  through 
contributions  to  the  Samaritan  Fund  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  provides  the 
foundation  for  support  programs,  such  as 
THEOS,”  Chaplain  Durbin  adds. 

In  addition  to  THEOS,  Methodist 
Hospital  offers  individual  counseling  and 
several  free  support  programs  including  I 
Can  Cope  for  cancer  patients  and  their  fam¬ 
ilies,  Kids  Care  Too  for  children  whose  par¬ 
ent  or  loved  one  is  terminally  ill  and  RTS 
Bereavement  Services  for  those  who  have 
lost  an  infant. 

For  additional  information  on  working 
through  grief  or  a  support  group  participa¬ 
tion,  contact  the  Methodist  Hospital 
Pastoral  Care  Department  at  504-244-5430. 


of  a  specific 
loss,  such  as 
that  of  a 
spouse,  often 
brings  hope 
and  support,” 
she  says. 
“Additionally, 
we  find  that 
reaching  out 
and  sharing 
comforting 
words  with 


Methodist  Hospital  Chaplain  Judy  Nelson,  center,  discusses  the  grief 
process  and  methods  of  coping  to  participants  in  THEOS,  a  support  group 
for  the  recently  widowed. 


THE  LOUISIANA  CONFERENCE  EDITION  OF  THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 

A  letter  to  the  Conference. .  .  ||| 

1  Each  day  spent  with  the  families  and  children  of  Peoples  United  Methodist  H| 
Community  Center,  we  recognize  the  importance  of  our  ministry  in  the  inner  Hi 
city  of  New  Orleans.  We  are  convinced  even  more  of  the  reality  of  the  Old  H| 
Testament  scripture  from  Proverbs  22:6,  for  our  time  —  as  we  move  into  the  B' 
twenty-first  century:  fii 

“Train  up  a  child  in  the  way  he  or  she  should  go,  and  when  they  l.ff 
are  old,  they  will  not  depart  from  it".  QB 

This  month  we  began  our  70th  year  of  providing  quality  care,  service,  edu-  H 
cation  and  assistance  to  families  in  need  of  affordable  child  care  in  a  whole- Hi 
some,  safe  and  loving  environment.  Our  services  provide  for  all  ages  of  chil-  H9 
dren  and  youth.  The  programs  consist  of  new  bom/infant  care,  early  learning  HI 
development  programs  for  children  up  to  pre-K.  as  well  as  a  tutorial  latchkey  HI 
and  summer  camp  program  for  children  and  youth  ages  6- 1 3  years  of  age. 

To  date.  Peoples  has  a  staff  of  1 1  full-time  employees,  two  part-time,  two 
volunteers  and  two  foster  grandparents.  The  enrollment  this  year  has  topped  an  H| 
all  time  high  of  85  students  and  we  have  a  waiting  list.  We  are  very  proud  of  H* 
our  center  and  the  reputation  that  Peoples  has  earned  in  recent  years. 

The  success  of  Peoples  is  due  to  hard  work,  commitment  and  dedication  to  H; 
making  a  difference  in  the  lives  of  young  minds  and  appreciative  parents,  Hf 
guardians  and  staff.  The  accomplishments  have  been  made  possible  by  indi-  HI 
viduals  who  give  of  their  gifts,  talents  and  prayers,  as  well  as  contributions  Hi 
from  the  Good  Samaritan  Offerings,  the  Louisiana  Conference  (Special 
Ministries),  local  church  donations  and  other  agencies  i.e.  state  and  federal  and  Hi 
the  United  Way  for  Greater  New  Orleans.  ilit 

The  Peoples  Board  and  Staff  wish  tto  thank  all  who  contributed  Hi 
to  and  support  the  special  project  organized  by  the  Conference  Council  On  Bj1 
Ministries  at  the  1995  Louisiana  Annual  Conference.  We  would  like  to  take  Htj 
this  opportunity  to  thank  the  readers  of  the  REPORTER  in  advance  for  the  H| 
1995  Good  Samaritan  Offering  which  assist  in  the  ministry  of  Peoples.  Iff 

Rev.  Marva  L.  Mitchell,  HI 
Executive  Director 


It  Was  A  Jazzy  Night!!!! 

The  stars  were  shining  brightly  at  the  3rd  Annual  Jazzy  Night  in  June  ... 
stars  like  Allen  Toussaint.  Ellis  Marsalis,  Phillip  Manuel,  Juanita  Brooks, 
Leah  Chase.  Jr.,  Lula  Elzy,  Palmer  Williams  and  3-Smooth.  They  had  all 
turned  out  for  the  glitzy  event  that  benefits  Lafon  each  year. 

The  Marriott’s  grand  ballroom  was  transformed  into  a  jazzy  club  with 
colors  of  black,  purple,  gold,  and  white.  Table  centerpieces  were  glittering 
top  hats  with  gold  bands.  The  inverted  hats  were  filled  with  pearl  bunting. 
Stars  and  musical  notes  were  spilling  out  of  each  hat.  Ceiling  high  arches 
of  black,  purple  and  gold  balloons,  were  placed  across  the  ballroom. 

Enjoying  dinner  and  the  performing  luminaries  was  the  evening’s  hon- 
oree  —  Attorney  Charles  McHale.  Others  attending  the  gala  event 
include:  Mrs.  Charles  McHale,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Andrew  J.  Douglas;  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Edward  “Sandy”Lang;  Mrs.  Eleanor  Caraway; 

District  Superintendent,  Dr.  Carole  Cotton-Winn;  Dr. 

John  Winn;  Lafon’s  Director  of  Nursing,  Mrs. 

Gertrude  Langford;  Mr.  Willie  Langford;  Arcell 
Bland;  Jackie  Ker;  Nicole  Trepagnier;  Stephenie 
Furtick  and  others  too  numerous  to  mention. 

Mark  your  calendars  for  Friday,  June  14,  1996, 
when  it  all  will  be  repeated,  but  even  better!!!!!!! 
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Lafon 
Auxiliary 
Takes  To  The 
Runway 


Lafon  Methodist  Home  is  dedicated  and  committed  to 
meeting  the  long-term  health  care  needs  of  the  people  of 
God  with  compassion ,  respect,  dignity  and  love.  This 
care  is  offered  to  the  handicapped,  infirm  and  elderly 
without  regard  to  race,  color,  creed,  gender  or  national 
origin.  Lafon  operates  exclusively  for  religious  and 
charitable  purposes.  It  established,  maintains  and  con¬ 
ducts  a  quality  of  health  care  according  to  federal,  state 
and  local  regulations.  The  facility,  a  non-profit  organi¬ 
zation,  is  fulfilling  the  ministry  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  by  a  loving  and  supportive  Christian  atmosphere 
tothose  with  long-term  hwMi^irMeeds^^^^^^  ^ 


Lafon’s  Women 
Auxiliary,  in  conjunction 
with  J.C.  Penney, 
recently  held  their  12th 
Annual  Fashion 
Extravaganza  benefitting  the 
home.  The  alluring  fashions  provided 
by  J.C.  Penney  were  worn  with  style  and  grace 
by  Auxiliary  members  and  other  volunteers. 

Those  in  attendance  were  treated  to  a  delicious  luncheon  and 
the  excitement  of  many  “door”  prizes. 

A  special  tribute  was  paid  to  the  founder  of  the  annual  event,  Ms. 

Josephine  Capelton.  The  Officers  of  the  Lafon  Women’s  Auxiliary  are: 
President  Mildred  Edinburg  Washington 

1st  Vice  President  Amelia  Clark 

2nd  Vice  President  Olivia  Spann 

Recording  Secretary  Lillian  Ross 

Corresponding  Sec.  Vertlee  Washington 

Financial  Secretary  Arimean  Robinson 

Treasurer  Azalea  Stevenson 


SUNDAY, 
OCTOBER  22, 

1995 


Employee  Recognition  Reinstated 

Lafon's  Administrator  recently  reappointed  a  “Blue  Ribbon" 
Committee  and  invested  in  them  the  responsibility  of  developing  cri¬ 
teria  for  selecting  deserving  employees  to  be  honored  as  Employee 
of  the  Month. 

Members  of  the  current  committee  are:  Ms.  Shanita  Vance,  Ms. 
Estelle  Spann,  Ms.  Belinda  Marlin,  Mr.  Gregory  Jones,  Ms.  Dolores 
Powell.  Ms.  Christine  Lighten,  Ms.  Jill  Boyd,  and  Mr.  Ted  Jones. 

Membership  will  rotate  quarterly.  At  the  initial  meeting,  members 
developed  standards  for  selection  including,  work  habits,  punctuali¬ 
ty,  rapport  with  residents  and  colleagues,  and  appearance. 

Since  its  inception,  the  Committee  has  selected  one  employee. 
For  the  Month  of  July  the  Winner  was  Ms.  Barbara  Breaux.  As 
Winner,  Barbara  will  receive  a  $50.00  U  S.  Savings  Bond  and  spe¬ 
cial  recognition.  She  also  has  an  opportunity  to  become  Employee 
of  the  Year  and  receive  a  $100.00  U  S.  Savings  Bond. 
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Walls  go  up  on  Conference 

Center  Site 


CONFERENCE  CENTER 
Financial  Campaign  Update 


Total  pledges 


$  6.19  million 


Total  gifts  as  of  December  94 


$  1,796,320 


Church  gifts  as  of  September  30, 1995  $  242,421 

Clergy  gifts  as  of  September  30, 1995  $  45,189 

Challenge  gifts  as  of  September  30, 1995  $  133,519 

United  Methodist  Foundation 


Editorial 

Team: 


Leslie  N.  Akin,  Conference  council  director 
Stacie  Schneider,  editor 
George  W.  C.  Calvin  Sr. 

Liz  Lucas 
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Wanda  Delgado  leads  the  performers  from  El  Mesias  UMC,  Kenner  as 
they  share  their  heritage  in  song. 


Over  750 
ji  “served”  at 
Fall  Convo 


The  steel  framing  for  the  multi-purpose  building  is  under  way.  This  Total  gifts  through  September  95  $  2,512,540 

photo  taken  September  27,  1995  shows  the  completion  of  half  the 

framing. 


The  walls  of  the  structures 
for  the  Conference  Center  in 
Woodworth  are  beginning  to 
take  form  and  construction  con¬ 
tinues  ahead  of  schedule. 
Progress  has  been  so  good  that 
the  contractor  estimates  com¬ 
pletion  of  the  project  by  the  end 
of  June  1996. 

Floor  slabs  of  the  lodges 
have  been  placed,  and  masonry 
work  is  well  under  way. 

Footings  for  the  multi-pur¬ 
pose  building  are  being  com¬ 
pleted,  some  slabs  have  been 
placed  and  one-half  of  the  steel 
framing  has  been  erected. 

Telephone  lines  are  being  run 


to  the  site  by  South  Central 
Bell,  and  planning  continues 
with  Roy  O.  Martin  Properties 
on  a  joint  venture  for  a  sewer 
facility  that  will  serve  their  sub¬ 
division  and  our  center. 


A  view  down  the  hallw  ay  of  one 
of  the  lodges  shows  the  comple¬ 
tion  of  the  interior  w  alls. 
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IN 

MEMORIAM 

Our  prayers  go  to  the 
family  and  friends  of 
Rev.  Daniel  Ray  Deen 
who  died  October  4,  1995.  Rev. 
Deen,  86,  is  survived  by  his 
children,  JoAnn  Corley,  Laura 
Mays,  Becky  Thibodeaux, 
Edwin  Ray  Deen,  and  Don  E. 
Deen;  sisters,  Norma  Magee  and 
Azzie  Pittman  as  well  as  14 
grandchildren  and  21  great 
grandchildren. 

Funeral  services  were  held 
Saturday,  October  6,  1995  at 
Urania  UMC.  The  family 
requests  memorials  be  sent  to 
Urania  UMC. 
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UMCOR  collecting  supplies  for 
Opal  Victims 


The  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  (UMCOR)  is  collect¬ 
ing  supplies  for  the  victims  of  Hurricane  Opal.  The  items  will  be 
collected  at  Sager-Brown  Center  for  Enabling  Ministries  in 
Baldwin.  The  following  items  have  been  requested: 


Buckets 

Detergents 

Mops 

Rubber  Gloves 

Brooms 

Work  Gloves 

Shovels 

Plywood 

Disinfectant 

Rolls  of  Tar  Paper 

Plastic  Bags 

Roofing  Nails 

Sponges 

2”  x  4”  lumber 

The  HOTLINE  for  updates  on  supply  needs  is  1-800-841-1235. 
Before  sending  items  please  contact  Sager-Brown  (318)923-4702 
or  (3 1 8)923-6064  or  fax  (3 1 8)923-4849. 
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Bishop's  Appeal  for 
Victims  of  Hurricanes 


Don’t  Forget 


OCT  26  -  30  - 
School  of  Congregational 
Development, 

Asbury  UMC,  Bossier  City 

OCT  27  -  28  - 
VIM  Training, 
Sager-Brown  Center, 
Baldwin 


I 
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ALL  Hurricanes  for  1995 

(especially  Luis,  Marilyn,  Opal) 

Send  through  Conference  Office  - 
mark  Advance  Special  Form 
under  General  Advance  Special  Line  4000 
UMCOR  Advance  #982438-. 


VOICES  OF  VISION 

Conference  children’s  choir 
to  perform  at  VISION  2000 


Children  in  grades  3  through 
6  are  invited  to  be  a  part  of  the 
Conference  Children’s  Choir 
during  VISION  2000  in  January. 
The  choir  will  sing  three  songs 
and  lead  in  worship  with  Celia 
Whitler. 

VISION  2000  will  be  held  on 
Saturday,  January  6,  1996  at 
Centenary  College  in  Shreveport 


and  Saturday,  January  21,  1996 
at  Dillard  University  in  New 
Orleans.  VISION  2000  runs 
from  9  am  to  3  pm.  Separate 
choirs  will  be  formed  for  each 
event. 

Rehearsals  for  the  January  6 
event  will  take  place: 

Saturday,  October  28,  1995  at 
Trinity  UMC,  Ruston 
from  10:00  am  -  12:00  noon 

Saturday,  December  2,  1995  at 
FUMC,  Shreveport 
from  10:30  am  -12:00  noon 

Rehearsals  for  the  January  2 1 
event  will  take  place: 

Saturday,  November  11,  1995, 
FUMC,  New  Orleans 


from  3:00  -  4:30  pm 

Sunday.  November  12,  1995, 
FUMC,  Baton  Rouge 
from  3:00  -  4:30  pm 

Participants  should  commit  to 
attend  at  least  one  of  the  two. 
special  rehearsals.  During 
rehearsal  the  children  will  make 
personal  choir  stoles  to  be  worn 
for  the  event,  hear  stories,  and' 
participate  in  experiential  Bible 
study  and  other  group  activities. 

The  deadline  for  joining  this 
group  is  November  1,  1995. 
Please  call  Linda  Fox  (504)346- 
1646  or  Cheryl  Gillespie 
(318)868-0710  for  more  infor¬ 
mation. 


Many  excellent  “entrees” 
were  available  to  youth  at  the 
“Cafe  of  Youth  Mania”  —  Fall 
Convocation,  1995.  Youth  and 
adults  participated  in  powerful 
speaking,  uplifting  singing, 
youth-led  workshops,  a  bowlful 
of  gumbo,  “sais  si  bon”  t-shirts, 
reconciling  fellowship  and  fun, 
fun,  fun.  Over  750  youth  and 
adult  workers  with  youth  from 
approximately  85  United 
Methodist  congregations 
throughout  Louisiana  attended 
the  event  at  Pineville’s 
Louisiana  College  Campus  on 
September  30.  1995. 

The  day  began  with  inspira¬ 
tional  music  by  Dr.  Jack  O’Dell 
and  a  worship  service  led  by  the 
Alexandria  District  youth  and 
Rev.  Dave  Fortuna.  “This  is 
more  than  a  pep  rally,”  Rev. 
Fortuna  said  to  the  youth,  “this 
is  a  day  to  claim  our  dedication 
to  Christ."  Short  workshops  on  a 
variety  of  topics  gave  creative 
ideas  for  youth  and  adults  in 
games,  crafts,  missions  ministry 
with  Generation  X  and  angels  to 
name  a  few. 

“Babylon’s  Alarmclock"  a 
contemporary  Christian  rock 
band  provided  a  concert. 
CCYM  member,  Cory  Nicols  is 
also  a  member  of  the  band. 
Youth  and  adults  from  El  Mesias 
United  Methodist  Church  in 


Kenner  also  performed  for  the 
event. 

Rev.  Darlene  Moore-James 
and  a  drama  group  from  Jones 
UMC,  Welsh  closed  the  day  with 
a  communion  worship  service 
challenging  youth  with  the  ques¬ 
tion,  “If  you  were  charged  with 
being  a  Christian,  would  you  be 
found  guilty  of  the  charges?” 

“This  was  the  best 
Convocation  that  I’ve  ever  been 
a  part  of,”  CCYM  President 
Matt  O’Dell  safdt  Conference 
Youth  Director, 

Roger  Templeton 
agreed,  "This  was  a 
wonderful  kick-off 
to  our  winter  retreats 
for  Jr.  and  Sr.  High 
youth.  We  are 
already  receiving 
registrations  for  Jr. 

High  Retreat  which 
will  be  held  on 
November  10th- 12th 
at  Tall  Timbers.  We 
are  excited  about 
what  God  is  doing 
with  the  youth  of  our 
conference.” 

Youth  are  being 
urged  to  send  in  reg¬ 
istrations  for  Jr.  High 
Retreat  early 
because  the  number 
is  limited  to  200  Friendships  are  renewed  at  Fall  Convo  — 

Paula  Fillette  and  Brenda  Wright  exchange  a 
friendly  greeting. 


FIRST  UMC,  LAFAYETTE 

CELEBRATES 

150th  ANNIVERSARY 


event. 

We  invite  all  former  members 
and  friends  to  join  us  for  these 
events  as  we  thank  God  for  his 
sustaining  grace  over  the  past 
150  years. 


submitted  by  Beth  Clark, 
FUMC,  Lafayette 

First  United  Methodist  Church 
of  Lafayette  is  celebrating  its 
sesquicentennial  this  year.  In 
1 845  a  young  minister.  Reverend 
W.  F.  Brown  was  assigned  to 
Lafayette.  Part  of  the  celebration 
has  been  a  look  back  at  the  histo¬ 
ry  of  the  Methodist  Church  and 
FUMC,  Lafayette. 

Various  members  of  the  con¬ 
gregation  have  presented 
Heritage  Moments  at  the  morn¬ 
ing  worship  services  throughout 
the  year.  In  January,  Susanna 
Wesley  paid  a  visit  giving 
insight  into  her  sons,  John  and 
Charles.  She  was  followed  by 
Elisha  Bowman,  the  first  circuit 
rider  assigned  to  Louisiana.  The 
other  heritage  moments  chroni¬ 
cled  important  events  in  the  life 
of  FUMC,  Lafayette. 

We  were  treated  to  two  musi¬ 
cal  celebrations  during  the  year. 
The  first  was  “A  Great  Day  of 
Methodist  Singing"  presented  in 
June  at  the  morning  worship  hour. 
Reminiscent  of  the  camp-style 


meetings,  it  included  many  famil¬ 
iar  hymns.  In 
September,  talented 
members  and  friends 
of  First  Methodist 
delighted  us  with 
instrumental  and 
vocal  selections  in  our 
“Sunday  Musicale". 

Our  finale  will 
include  the  following: 

*A  Revival  is 
planned  for  November 
8,  9  and  10.  Three  of 
our  former  pastors, 

Jimmie  Pyles,  Dickie 
Hoffpauir,  and  W.  O. 

Lynch,  will  join  us  to 
preach.  Services 
begin  at  7:00  p.m.  pre¬ 
ceded  by  a  light  sup¬ 
per  at  6:00  p.m. 

*On  Sunday, 

November  12  at  10:30 
a.m.,  former  pastors 
and  their  wives  will 
join  us  for  our 
Anniversary  Worship 
Service  '  Bishop  Rev-  John  Deschner  portrays  Elisha  Bowman, 
Oden  will  be  our  an  early  Louisiana  circuit  rider,  as  he  leads 
guest  preacher  for  the  the  congregation  in  prayer. 
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Pondering  the  mystery  of  being 


Pope  John  Paul  II  ignited  the 
spirits  of  thousands  of  Roman 
Catholics  and  other  Christians 
during  his  recent  visit  to  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States. 

But  for  many  United  Methodists 
who  regard  papal  visits  as  events 
outside  their  religious  understand¬ 
ing,  the  flame  of  recognition  was 
dim  at  best. 

So  what  makes  this  75-year- 
old  pontiff  so  compelling  to  mul¬ 
titudes  of  people? 

For  Roman  Catholics,  the 
pope  doesn’t  need  to  do  any¬ 
thing.  To  them  he  is  presence,  an 
apostle  of  Christ  in  a  succession 
which  extends  back  to  St.  Peter, 
the  first  bishop  of  Rome. 

Furthermore,  this  pope  like  all 
before  him  doesn’t  need  to  be 
given  authority;  he  is  authority — 
divine  and  absolute. 

For  those  of  us  reared  in 
democratic  churches  who  look  to 
the  authority  of  Scripture  or  the 
authority  of  some  council  or  con¬ 
ference,  personified  authority 
and  representative  presence  feels 
unfamiliar. 

Yet  to  the  thousands  who  came 
to  Camden  Yards  in  Baltimore  or 
Central  Park  in  New  York  City  or 
anywhere  the  pope  traveled  dur¬ 
ing  his  latest  visit,  they  were  in  the 
presence  of  a  sacred  one  whose 
office  transcends  modem  history. 

They  didn’t  come  to  hear  the 


Editorial 

pope,  they  came  to  experience  him. 

He  expressed  few  new  ideas 
but  stuck  with  his  usual  messages 
of  personal  morality,  sanctity  of 
life,  family  unity,  helping  others 
and  a  new  challenge  for  America 
to  continue  its  role  of  fostering 
democracy  worldwide. 

In  fact,  those  of  the  Methodist 
tradition  might  be  surprised  to  find 
the  message  not  top  dissimilar 
from  John  Wesley’s  pleas  for  per¬ 
sonal  piety  and  social  outreach. 

Recognizing  the  similarities 
between  the  pontiff’s  words  and 
our  own  beliefs  gives  us  an 
opportunity  to  ponder  the  effects 
of  his  presence  and  our  own  as 
ambassadors  of  Christ  on  earth. 

As  United  Methodists  our  pres¬ 
ence  is  more  manifest  in  the  world 
through  our  doing  than  through 
our  being.  Yet  doing  disconnected 
from  being  becomes  shallow  and 
potentially  dangerous  to  our  souls. 

Therefore  we  must  ask  our¬ 
selves: 

✓What  are  our  symbols  for 
being  as  Christians?  On  what 
models  do  we  fashion  the  content 
of  our  characters? 

✓How  do  we  transcend  the 
doing  of  good  works  to  experience 
the  mystery  of  being  with  God? 


RELIGION  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 

BALTIMORE— Pope  John  Paul  II  hugs  Melissa  Brent  (left) 
and  Justin  Farinelli  after  they  presented  him  with  flowers 
at  his  airport  arrival  in  Baltimore  Oct.  8.  The  pope's  signifi¬ 
cance  as  a  symbol  of  Christian  being  gives  United 
Methodists  an  opportunity  to  ponder  their  own  presence 
as  symbols  of  Christianity  (see  editorial  at  left). 


✓How  do  we  better  balance 
our  being  with  our  doing  in 
reaching  out  to  people  living  in 
a  culture  which  is  becoming 
more  attuned  to  who  they  are 
than  to  what  they  do? 

Maybe  our  Catholic  siblings  in 
the  faith  can  help  us  better  under¬ 


stand  the  deeper  mystery  of  being 
as  we  share  with  them  the  vision 
of  God’s  reign  in  the  world. 

If  so,  one  day  we  may  achieve 
through  that  mutual  doing  the 
unity  of  being  that  comes  from 
sharing  the  mystery  of  our  Lord’s 
Supper  together,  one  in  Christ. 


Take  an  atheist  to  Israel,  come  back  a  believer 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 

JERUSALEM — (Take  an  atheist  to  Israel. 

It  would  be  costlier  than  lunch.  But  if  you 
can  arrange  to  travel  with  a  nonbeliever  to  the 
Holy  Land,  suspend  all  doubt  and  go  for  it. 

Arecent  unplanned  experience  led  me  to  this 
notion.  I  was  part  of  a  group  of  five  journalists 
invited  by  the  Israeli  Ministry  of  Tourism  on  a 
press  tour  to  Israel.  Two  of  my  four  traveling 
companions  revealed  at  dinner  on  our  first  night 
in  Tel  Aviv  that  they  were  atheists. 

Oh,  great,  I  thought  to  myself.  I  feared  that 
we  would  be  awkwardly  divided  as  a  group  in 
our  appreciation  of  Israel’s  spiritual  treasures. 
Its  rich  history  as  a  religious  spawning  ground 
makes  it  both  an  archaeological  museum  and 
a  living  laboratory  for  Christians,  Jews  and 
Muslims. 

At  best,  I  assumed  that  my  atheist  col¬ 
leagues  would  be  so  annoyingly  out  of  touch 
that  they  wouldn’t  “get  it.” 

At  worst,  I  imagined  their  being  skeptical 
and  disdainful  of  the  shrines  and  holy  places 
held  sacred  by  millennia  of  believers. 

Neither  scenario  turned  out  to  be  the  case. 
Both  of  my  atheist  companions  had  enough 
smattering  of  biblical  awareness  to  grasp,  at  a 
minimum,  the  mystique  of  places  such  as  the 
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prophet  Elijah's  cave  and  the  ruins  of  Caper¬ 
naum  where  Jesus  may  have  lived  for  a  time. 

And  both,  it  turned  out,  were  helpfully  curi¬ 
ous.  Their  lack  of  automatic  reverence — or 
was  it  childlike  innocence? — enabled  them  to 
ask  questions  that  helped  the  believers  among 
us  clarify  or  sharpen  our  understanding  of  mat¬ 
ters  that  we  thought  we  understood. 

But  what  happened  at  the  Mount  of  the 
Beatitudes  above  the  Sea  of  Galilee  and  later 
in  Jerusalem  made  me  wonder:  Was  some¬ 
thing  more  than  mere  curiosity  at  work  here? 

As  we  walked  around  the  peaceful  hillside 
setting  where  it  is  believed  that  Jesus  may  have 
preached  his  “sermon  on  the  mount,”  the 
demeanor  of  the  two  atheists  visibly  changed. 
In  both  of  them,  I  thought  I  saw  a  kind  of  aware¬ 
ness  that  this  is,  somehow,  a  special  place. 

One  of  them  approached  me,  the  only  cler¬ 
gy  member  of  the  group. 

“Would  you  read  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount 
to  us?”  he  asked.  “I  have  a  feeling  that  that’s 
the  thing  to  do  while  we’re  here.” 

With  that  we  gathered  our  small  group  togeth¬ 
er  overlooking  the  hillside.  I  read  the  beatitudes 


(“Blessed  are  the  poor  in  spirit . . .”)  that  make 
up  the  opening  verses  in  Matthew's  account  of 
the  Sermon  (Matt.  5 : 1  - 1 1 ). 

Afterwards,  we  stood  motionless  in  a  halo 
of  silence. 

Days  later,  in  Jerusalem,  the  same  person 
who  asked  me  to  read  sat  at  an  outdoor  cafe  table 
with  me  and  reflected  on  his  Israel  sojourn. 

“I  know  you’ve  wondered  about  me  at 
times,"  he  said.  “I’m  an  atheist,  but  the  truth 
is,  I’m  a  lot  like  you.  I  want  my  life  to  count 
for  something. 

“I  want  something  to  believe  in.” 

In  a  diar)  entry  around  the  same  time,  I  won¬ 
dered  why,  of  all  places,  the  land  called  Israel 
has  generated  earth-shaking  yearnings  of  the 
spirit. 

“Moses,  Jesus  and  Mohammed  walked  this 
land,  and  their  walks  changed  the  path  of  human 
history,”  I  wrote.  "I  don't  understand  it,  but  some¬ 
how,  it  seems,  Israel  has  been  peat  moss  for  the 
spirit  that  seeks  God  and  life  as  God  intends  it." 

So  I  say  to  you:  Take  an  atheist  to  Israel. 
And  mind  the  “peat  moss."  You  both  may  find 
roots  and  grow — and  maybe  even  find  some¬ 
thing  to  believe  in. 

Mr.  Swecker,  of  Orchard  Park ,  N.Y.,  is  a  pas¬ 
tor  and  former  associate  editor  of  the  Reporter. 


Remember  Palestinians  when  visiting  Israel 


PHOTO  BY  JOE  HALE 

Palestinian  children  such  as  these  have  suffered  the  most 
from  the  political  disputes  in  the  Middle  East,  contends  a 
United  Methodist  seminarian  who  served  a  year  in  Jerusalem 
(see  column  above). 


By  JOHN  CALHOUN 

Of  all  the  victims  of  the  Israeli 
occupation,  the  children  of  Pales¬ 
tine  suffer  the  most. 

During  the  period  of  uprising 
known  as  the  intifada,  which  last¬ 
ed  from  1987  until  the  signing  of 
the  peace  accords  in  Washington 
two  years  ago,  schools  and  uni¬ 
versities  were  closed  for  months 
at  a  time. 

Children  suffered  from  malnu¬ 
trition  as  their  parents  were  rou¬ 
tinely  denied  work  permits.  Young 
boys  were  forced  to  become  the 
men  of  their  households  as  their 
fathers  were  arrested  and  jailed  on 
“security”  charges. 

Although  Israelis  and  Pales¬ 
tinians  sit  at  the  negotiating  table 
today,  the  occupation  and  injus¬ 
tices  continue.  And  the  children 
of  Palestine,  more  than  200,000 
of  whom  live  in  the  squalor  and 
filth  of  refugee  camps  across  the 
West  Bank  and  Gaza,  still  suffer. 

Regrettably,  few  Americans 
who  travel  to  Jerusalem  on  Christ¬ 
ian  pilgrimage  are  aware  of  the  suf¬ 
fering  of  the  Palestinian  people. 

The  United  Methodist  Church 
addressed  this  shortcoming  at  the 
1992  General  Conference. 

Delegates  adopted  resolutions 


encouraging  United  Methodist  pil¬ 
grims  to  the  Holy  Land  to  become 
aware  of  the  political  situation 
within  Israel/Palestine.  More 
importantly,  these  resolutions  call 
upon  pilgrims  not  only  to  visit  the 
historic  stones  of  the  land,  but  also 


to  spend  significant  time  with  the 
indigenous  Palestinian  people,  the 
“living  stones”  of  the  Holy  Land. 

At  the  Church  of  the  Redeemer 
in  Jerusalem  where  I  served  in 
1994-95,  the  spirit  of  these  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  resolutions  is  being 


Here  I  Stand 


John  Calhoun  is 
a  student  at  United 
Methodist-related 
Boston  University 
School  of  Theology 
and  a  ministry  can¬ 
didate  (North 
Georgia  Annual 
Conference). 


fulfilled.  Nearly  every  week  vis¬ 
iting  American  Christians  gather 
after  worship  to  dialogue  and 
exchange  views  with  local  Pales¬ 
tinian  Christians. 

At  these  gatherings,  Palestini¬ 
ans  give  frank  answers  to  direct 
questions  concerning  such  contro¬ 
versial  issues  as  the  future  of 
Jerusalem;  the  relationship  among 
Christians,  Muslims  and  Jews;  and 
the  effect  of  the  peace  process  on 
the  Christian  community. 

I  encourage  United  Methodists 
to  take  seriously  the  resolutions 
adopted  at  the  1992  General  Con¬ 
ference.  If  you  are  planning  a  trip 
to  the  Holy  Land,  contact  the 
Church  of  the  Redeemer  and  take 
part  in  the  opportunities  it  offers 
to  meet  and  talk  with  Palestinians. 

Remember  the  victims,  such  as 
the  children  of  my  Arab  neighbor¬ 
hood,  for  whom  the  violence  and 
brutality  of  military  occupation  is, 
tragically,  a  part  of  everyday  life. 

"Here  /  Stand"  is  a  column  for 
readers  to  express  their  opinions  on 
church-related  issues.  Submissions 
should  be  a  maximum  of  two  typed, 
double-spaced  pages,  accompanied 
by  a  recent  photograph  and  the  name 
of  the  author's  church.  Send  to  "Here 
/  Stand,"  UMR.  P.O.  Box  660275, 
Dallas,  TX  75266-0275. 
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Only  changed  hearts 
will  stop  the  violence 


Both  the  Reporter's  editorial 
and  the  article  titled  “United 
Methodist  leaders  tackle  guns  and 
violence"  (see  UMR,  Oct.  6)  left 
me  with  a  void.  After  reading  both 
I  felt  that  the  buck  was  trying  to 
be  passed. 

The  real  root  cause  of  violence 
is  the  inability  of  the  church 
(especially  The  United  Methodist 
Church)  to  change  the  hearts  of 
people.  Sure,  guns  kill,  and  in  bib¬ 
lical  times,  swords,  knives  and 
bows  were  the  weapons  of  choice 
for  violence. 

However,  it  takes  someone  to 
pull  the  trigger,  strike  the  sword, 
pierce  the  knife  or  draw  the  bow; 
thus,  it  takes  a  changed  heart  to 
counter  the  actions  of  violence. 

I  venture  to  say  that  a  changed 
heart  in  every  person  would  cause 
violence  to  diminish. 

Robert  W.  Clapton 
Arlington,  Texas 

Same  old  hype 

The  Reporter ’s  editorial  of  Oct. 
6  states  that  Christians  “need  to 
heed  medical  practitioners' recent 
findings  that  the  root  causes  of 
violence  are  hopeless  poverty  and 
urban  crowding.” 

I  see  all  of  these  as  the  same  old 
socio/humanistic  hype  that  we’ve 
been  exposed  to  for  at  least  three 
decades. 

I  think  it's  obvious  that  the  root 
cause  of  violence  is  the  break¬ 
down  in  discipline  in  this  nation. 
Aside  from  sharing  Christ,  who 
holds  the  ultimate  power  in  alle¬ 
viation  of  violence,  Christians 
should  involve  themselves  in 
movements  aimed  at  returning 
corporal  punishment  to  our  homes 
and  schools  (per  Proverbs  13:24) 
and  swift  and  sure  judgment  to 
our  legal  system. 

Robert  F.  Hand 
Pleasant  View,  Tennessee 

I  agree,  but  ... 

Regarding  Millicent  Lasslo 
Meeks’  letter  to  the  editor  (see 
UMR,  Sept.  29),  I  agree  with 
everything  she  said. 

We  absolutely  should  not  ostra¬ 
cize  homosexuals  while  condon¬ 
ing  adulterers,  gossip-mongers  or 
those  who  engaged  in  unprinci¬ 
pled  business  practices,  all  of 
whom  will  not  inherit  God’s  king¬ 
dom  according  to  scripture.  We 
are  called  to  love  and  guide  all  of 
these  people. 

However,  I  have  yet  to  find  a 
scripture  that  says  people  who 
practice  such  immoralities  should 


Letters 
to  the  Editor 

be  leaders  of  the  church.  In  fact, 
much  of  scripture  warns  against 
such  practices. 

I  ask  you,  if  the  kingdom  of 
God  does  not  belong  to  these  peo¬ 
ple,  then  how  do  we  react  to  them 
as  ordained  ministers  of  God  as 
they  tell  us  “what  it  takes"  to 
inherit  His  kingdom? 

And  what  do  we  tell  our  chil¬ 
dren  when  they  ask  why  the  pas¬ 
tor  is  a  homosexual,  an  adulterer 
or  whatever,  when  the  Bible 
teaches  us  that  people  who  engage 
in  behaviors  such  as  these  will  not 
enter  into  Heaven? 

Mickey  Ellis 
Houston,  Texas 

Wesley's  words 

I  disagree  with  your  Sept.  15 
editorial  on  “Golden  Rule  Chris¬ 
tianity.”  I  view  the  Golden  Rule  as 
the  foundation  of  all  Christianity. 

I  wonder  how  John  Wesley 
would  have  interpreted  this  infor¬ 
mation  as  I  read  the  simple,  yet  all- 
encompassing  words  he  wrote: 

Do  all  the  good  you  can 
By  all  the  means  you  can. 

In  all  the  ways  you  can 
In  all  the  places  you  can 
At  all  the  times  you  can 
To  all  the  people  you  can 
As  long  as  ever  you  can. 

I  couldn’t  agree  more  with 
Wesley’s  words. 

Anne  Johnston 
San  Gabriel,  California 
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“  It  was  hard, 
but  exhilarating . . . 
We  relied  a  lot 
on  each  other 
and  on  our  faith. - 

Dr.  Jeffery  Sanders, 
speaking  upon  his  return 
from  his  work  with 
Rwandan  refugees  in 
Goma,  Zaire. 
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From  news  and  staff  reports 

V _ _ _ y 

WORLD  COUNCIL:  World 
Council  of  Churches  General 
Secretary  Konrad  Raiser  has  sug¬ 
gested  opening  membership  in 
the  organization  to  ecumenical 
agencies  that  are  not  churches. 
He  also  said  participation  by  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church  is  the 
key  to  the  future  of  the  ecumeni¬ 
cal  movement. 

STEPPING  DOWN:  WaUace 
B.  Smith  has  announced  that  he 
will  step  down  as  president  of 
the  Reorganized  Church  of 
Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day 
Saints  and  has  designated  his 
adviser,  W.  Grant  McMuiray,  to 
succeed  him.  If  Mr.  McMurray  is 
approved  at  the  church's  1 996 
World  Conference,  he  would  be 
the  first  president  of  the  135-year- 
old  Mormon  group  not  to  descend 
from  its  prophet,  Joseph  Smith  m. 

RECONCILIATION:  A  reso¬ 
lution  calling  on  all  members 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
(USA)  to  study  the  New  Testa¬ 
ment  book  of  1  Corinthians  as 
a  step  toward  reconciliation  in 
the  denomination  has  narrowly 
won  approval  from  the 
church’s  General  Assembly 
Council.  Action  by  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  highest  decision-making 
body  between  annual  General 
Assemblies  stemmed  from  a  res¬ 
olution  adopted  at  last  July’s 
General  Assembly  calling  for 
Presbyterians  to  pray  for  “repen¬ 
tance,  forgiveness  and  to  rebuke 
all  divisive  people  and  groups.” 

CATECHISM  ON  CD:  The 
Catechism  of  the  Catholic 
Church,  an  international  best¬ 
seller  in  book  form,  is  available 
in  a  computer  edition  on  both 
CD-ROM  and  3.5-inch 
diskettes,  the  United  States 
Catholic  Conference  announced. 
The  catechism  is  the  first  new 
compendium  of  Roman  Catholic 
doctrine  in  400  years.  The  print 
edition  runs  803  pages. 

NEW  BISHOP  IN  R.I.:  The 
Episcopal  Diocese  of  Rhode 
Island  has  elected  the  Rev. 
Geralyn  Wolf,  dean  of  Christ 
Church  Cathedral  in 
Louisville,  Ky.,  as  the  new  bish¬ 
op  of  Rhode  Island.  If,  as 
expected,  her  election  is  con¬ 
firmed  by  a  majority  of  diocesan 
bishops  and  standing  commit¬ 
tees,  Ms.  Wolf  will  become  the 
second  female  diocesan  bishop 
and  fifth  female  bishop  of  the 
Episcopal  Church. 

SHERMAN  RETIRES:  The 

Rev.  Cecil  Sherman,  the  first 
chief  executive  of  the  Coopera¬ 
tive  Baptist  Fellowship,  a  group 
of  moderate  Southern  Baptists, 
will  retire  next  June  from  the  post 
he  has  held  since  1992. 
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God's  bounty 

COLLINS,  N.Y.- "The  farmer 
waits  for  the  precious  crop 
from  the  earth"  (James  5:7b, 
NRSV)— which  in  this  case  is 
a  giant  pumpkin.  Cody  Lezyn- 
sky,  2,  gets  a  hand  from  Bren¬ 
dan  Nuessley,  4,  as  the  boys 
play  on  a  739.5-pound  pump¬ 
kin  grown  by  Karen  Water¬ 
man-Fisher  in  Collins,  a  sub¬ 
urb  of  Buffalo.  The  pumpkin 
was  judged  the  largest  of  this 
year's  competition  by  the 
World  Pumpkin  Federation, 
which  is  based  in  Collins  and 
held  its  annual  World  Weigh- 
OffOct.  8. 


Agency  seeks  variety  of  'new  bridges' 


By  LINDA  BLOOM 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

DAYTONA  BEACH,  Fla— A  new 
statement  intended  to  clarify  and  strength¬ 
en  relationships  with  Jewish  people  is 
being  proposed  by  the  United  Methodist 
General  Commission  on  Christian  Unity 
and  Interreligious  Concerns. 

“Building  New  Bridges  in  Hope,”  a 
statement  on  Christian-Jewish  relations, 
was  approved  during  the  commission’s 
Oct.  2-6  meeting  in  Daytona  Beach  for  for¬ 
warding  to  the  1996  General  Conference. 

If  approved  next  April  by  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  top  legislative  body,  the  statement 
would  replace  a  1972  resolution  in  the 
church's  Book  of  Resolutions. 

Especially  “crucial,”  according  to 
“Building  New  Bridges  in  Hope,”  in  the 
continuing  quest  for  better  understanding 
between  the  two  faiths  “has  been  the  strug¬ 
gle  to  recognize  the  horror  of  the  Holocaust 
as  the  catastrophic  culmination  of  a  long 
history  of  anti-Jewish  attitudes  and  actions 
in  which  Christians,  and  sometimes  the 
Church  itself,  have  been  deeply  implicat¬ 
ed.” 

The  resolution  lists  nine  United 
Methodist  guiding  principles  for  Christian- 
Jewish  relations. 

Those  principles  acknowledge  a  mutual 
God  and  recognize  Jesus  and  many  of  his 
early  followers  as  devout  Jews. 

The  “living  and  dynamic  religious 
movements”  of  Judaism  and  Christianity 

'Emphasize 
ecumenism/ 
seminaries  urged 

By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 

Editor 

DAYTONA  BEACH,  Fla.— A  baker’s 
dozen  United  Methodist  seminary  profes¬ 
sors — one  from  each  of  the  church’s  13 
schools  of  theology — spent  Oct.  6-7  with 
a  half  dozen  (plus  one)  United  Methodist 
ecumenical  leaders. 

The  purpose  was  to  get  to  know  one 
another  better  and  to  discuss  how  to  move 
ecumenism  toward  the  forefront  of  United 
Methodist  seminary  education. 

The  1 3  people  are  liaisons  between  the 
church’s  General  Commission  on  Christ¬ 
ian  Unity  and  Interreligibus  Concerns  and 
their  respective  schools. 

The  agency’s  chief  executive  officer,  the 
Rev.  Bruce  Robbins,  said  there  has  been  a 
shift  in  excitement  among  American 
churches  from  Christian  unity  to  interreli¬ 
gious  concerns. 

He  explained  this  as  a  result  of  the  grow¬ 
ing  number  of  the  world's  religions  repre¬ 
sented  within  the  U.S.  population. 

Bishop  William  Boyd  Grove,  commis¬ 
sion  president,  pointed  out  that,  for  United 
Methodists,  Christian  unity  is  a  priority 
specified  in  the  church's  constitution. 

On  the  other  hand,  he  said,  interreligious 
concerns  are  assigned  to  the  ecumenical 
agency  under  a  legislative  rather  than  con¬ 
stitutional  mandate. 

He  said  firmly,  “We  will  lose  our  ener¬ 
gy  toward  unity  if  we  lose  our  denomina¬ 
tional  identity.  Our  seminaries  must  instill 
United  Methodists  with  ecumenical  initia¬ 
tive." 

Table  talk  among  the  20  participants 
swirled  around  both  Christian  unity  and 
interreligious  concerns.  Among  topics: 

S  What  seminaries  can  reasonably 
expect  from  the  churchwide  ecumenical 
agency  and  vice  versa; 

v^How  gains  and  needs  might  best  be 
communicated  and 

^Whether  substantive  changes  can  be 
made  in  seminary  curricula. 

The  Rev.  Russell  Richey  of  Duke  Divin¬ 
ity  School  in  Durham,  N.C.,  put  the  latter 
point  in  focus,  saying,  “Unless  you 
(agency)  want  to  provide  funding  for  a 
chair,  if  we  are  expected  to  teach  world  reli¬ 
gions,  what  should  we  do  without?  New 
Testament?” 

The  Rev.  Linda  Vogel  of  Garrett-Evan¬ 
gelical  Theological  Seminary  in  Evanston, 
Ill.,  acknowledged  that  her  school’s  cur¬ 
riculum  doesn't  respond  well  to  growing 
interfaith  concerns. 

“But  we  are  doing  better  regarding  inter¬ 
religious  concerns  within  the  seminary 
community,”  she  added.  She  cited  twice- 
weekly  chapel  services  involving  1 50  peo¬ 
ple  in  their  planning  over  a  year’s  time. 

Bishop  Grove  asked  a  question  which 
went  unanswered: 

“Do  our  seminaries  not  teach  Christian 
ecumenism  because  there  is  not  much 
interest  in  it  or  is  there  not  much  interest 
in  it  because  we  don’t  teach  it?” 

Ecumenical  commission  leaders 
stressed  that  they  don’t  want  power  to  man¬ 
date  or  monitor  seminaries’  courses. 

Rather,  they  explained,  they  seek  to  be 
partners  with  seminaries  in  emphasizing 
ecumenism. 


and  the  way  they  are  both  “bound  to  God 
through  biblical  covenants  that  are  eternal¬ 
ly  valid"  also  are  recognized. 

Although  Christians  are  called  to  wit¬ 
ness  to  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  United 
Methodists  also  believe,  according  to  the 
proposed  new  statement,  that  “God  has 
continued — and  continues  today — to  work 
through  Judaism  and  the  Jewish  people.” 

The  statement,  however,  also  advocates 
“dialogue  with  our  Jewish  neighbors.” 

Further,  it  repents  of  complicity  and  par¬ 
ticipation  in  “the  long  history  of  the  Jew¬ 


ish  people”  and  expresses  a  “profound 
obligation”  to  correct  false  perceptions  of 
Judaism  and  oppose  anti-Semitism. 

Christians  share  a  call  with  Jews  to  work 
for  justice,  compassion  and  peace,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  statement,  particularly  in  the 
Middle  East. 

The  statement  encourages  dialogue 
between  United  Methodists  and  Jews  at  all 
levels — especially  local  congregations — 
as  well  as  participation  in  other  concrete 
expressions  of  Jewish-Christian  relation¬ 
ships. 


cocu 

covenant 

adoption 

supported 

By  LINDA  BLOOM 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

DAYTONA  BEACH,  Fla.— The  United 
Methodist  General  Commission  on  Christ¬ 
ian  Unity  has  joined  the  denomination’s 
Council  of  Bishops  calling  for  formal  adop¬ 
tion  of  the  covenanting  proposal  of  the 
Consultation  on  Church  Union. 

At  its  Oct.  2-6  meeting  in  Daytona 
Beach,  the  commission  approved  a  resolu¬ 
tion  to  the  1 996  General  Conference — the 
church’s  highest  legislative  body — virtual¬ 
ly  identical  to  one  adopted  in  May  by  the 
Council  of  Bishops. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  has  been 
part  of  the  nine-member  consultation  from 
its  beginnings  in  1962. 

The  COCU  proposal  seeks  mutual 
recognition  of  churches,  baptism,  ordained 
ministries.  Holy  Communion  and  mission 
but  does  not  advocate  denominational 
merger. 

The  resolution  going  to  the  United 
Methodist  1996  General  Conference  calls 
for  five  specific  changes  to  be  made  in  the 
denomination’s  constitution. 

Some  commission  members  expressed 
concern  over  whether  any  constitutional 
changes  were  needed. 

Bishop  William  Boyd  Grove,  commis¬ 
sion  president,  explained  that  the  bishops 
believe  the  amendments  would  send  a  “sig¬ 
nal”  to  other  churches,  affirming  United 
Methodist  commitment. 

The  Council  of  Bishops  would  oversee 
the  denomination's  participation  in  the 
Church  of  Christ  Uniting. 

Byrd  Bonner  of  San  Antonio,  Texas, 
chairperson  of  the  ecumenical  commission’s 
COCU  task  force,  told  the  members  that  at 
least  44  of  the  church’s  69  regional  annual 
conferences  in  the  U.S.  have  adopted  reso¬ 
lutions  supporting  the  covenanting  proposal. 

Local  churches  and  other  United 
Methodist  groups  also  are  sending  support¬ 
ive  resolutions  to  the  1996  General  Con¬ 
ference,  he  added. 
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A  different  kind  of  unity 

DAYTONA  BEACH,  Fla.— Kathy  Bannister  of  Denver  is  one  of  the  youngest 
members  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches'  policymaking  Central  Com¬ 
mittee.  But  being  the  mother  of  year-old  Hannah  and  a  third-year  student 
at  United  Methodist-related  llrff  School  of  Theology  in  Denver  didn't  keep 
her  from  a  recent  meeting  of  her  church's  ecumenical  agency.  She  simply 
moved  her  workbook  and  other  papers  down  to  Hannah's  level  and  took 
a  brief  time-out  with  a  game  of  pat-a-cake. 


'Mutual  respect '  is  key  to  positive 
ecumenical  relations,  says  speaker 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

DAYTONA  BEACH,  Fla.- 
Mutual  respect — not  mere 
acceptance  or  tolerance — is  key 
to  positive  ecumenical  and 
interfaith  relations,  says  Emory 
University  chaplain  the  Rev. 
Susan  Henry-Crowe. 

The  United  Methodist-relat¬ 
ed  school’s  spiritual  leader  list¬ 
ed  mutual  respect  first  among 
her  comments  on  religious  plu¬ 
ralism  as  she  experiences  it  on 
the  university  campus. 

She  did  so  as  featured  pre¬ 
senter  at  Oct.  6-7  conversations 
between  United  Methodist  sem¬ 
inary  educators  and  ecumenists 
(see  related  story  at  left). 

The  Atlanta  school  she 
serves  contains  10,000  students 


The  abortion  section  of  the  United 
Methodist  Social  Principles  with  its 
recognition  of  " tragic  conflicts  of  life  and  life" 
provides  a  good  basic  description  of  what 
United  Methodists  believe. 

—Susan  Henry-C ro we 


about  equally  divided  between 
undergraduate  and  graduate 
students.  The  latter  include 
some  600  at  Candler  School  of 
Theology,  one  of  13  related  to 
the  church. 

Among  her  other  comments: 

V  One  must  ask:  How  wide  is 
the  circle  of  religious  pluralism? 

\/  Religious  language  and 
symbolism  just  don’t  work  on 


the  campus.  Most  students 
don’t  know  if  the  Psalms  are  in 
the  Bible.  Music  is  the  common 
language. 

*/  The  abortion  section  of  the 
United  Methodist  Social  Princi¬ 
ples  with  its  recognition  of  “trag¬ 
ic  conflicts  of  life  and  life"  pro¬ 
vides  a  good  basic  description  of 
what  United  Methodists  believe. 
It  proves  that  it  is  not  true  that 


“you  can  believe  anything  and 
be  a  United  Methodist”  or 
“United  Methodists  don’t 
believe  anything.” 

"If  our  ecumenical  or 
interfaith  identity  is  stronger 
than  our  denominational  iden¬ 
tity,  we’re  in  trouble.” 

s/  "Worship  is  at  the  heart  of 
our  daily  work.  I  have  learned 
more  about  prayer  and  faith  on 
the  university  campus  than  I 
ever  learned  in  church.” 

Ms.  Henry-Crowe  is  an 
ordained  member  of  the 
church’s  South  Carolina  region¬ 
al  conference  and  a  veteran 
churchwide  leader.  She  is  on  the 
nine-member  Judicial  Council 
known  informally  as  the 
church’s  high  court. 


Information  superhighway  'could  threaten 
human  dignity/  says  international  expert 


By  JOHN  NEWBURY 

Ecumenical  News  International 

METEPEC,  Mexico — A  leading  inter¬ 
national  communications  expert  has 
warned  a  world  gathering  of  Christian 
communicators  that  if  they  ignored  the 
new  information  superhighway  “it  will 
come  and  get  you.” 

Cees  Hamelink,  professor  of  Interna¬ 
tional  Communication  at  the  University 
of  Amsterdam,  recently  told  the  Second 
International  Congress  of  the  World  Asso¬ 
ciation  for  Christian  Communication 
(WACC)  that  the  superhighway  would  be 
built  “whether  we  like  it  or  not." 

Dr.  Hamelink,  a  former  president  of  the 
International  Association  for  the  Investi¬ 
gation  of  Mass  Communication,  warned 
that  the  new  technology  could  ignore  the 
worth  of  the  individual  and  present  a  seri¬ 
ous  threat  to  human  dignity. 

The  information  superhighway.  Dr. 


. .  .the  bewildering  array  of  information  available  on  the 
superhighway  was  creating  a  "supermarket  mentality"  in 
which  people  had  no  purpose  beyond  individual  self¬ 
gratification. 


Hamelink  said,  would  be  more  than  just  a 
system  for  sending  messages  by  comput¬ 
er.  It  would  become  a  worldwide  electron¬ 
ic  shopping  mall  which  would  touch 
everyone’s  lives,  he  said. 

In  the  future,  to  book  air  tickets,  to  use 
the  telephone,  to  watch  television,  to  hold 
a  bank  account  and  to  do  a  host  of  other 
things,  would  require  being  linked  to  the 
information  superhighway.  It  would  be 
impossible  to  remain  outside  the  world¬ 
wide  network,  he  said. 

Dr.  Hamelink’s  warning  comes  just 
days  after  a  speech  in  Britain  by  Lord 


Habgood,  the  former  Archbishop  of  York, 
in  which  he  claimed  that  the  bewildering 
array  of  information  available  on  the 
superhighway  was  creating  a  “supermar¬ 
ket  mentality”  in  which  people  had  no  pur¬ 
pose  beyond  individual  self-gratification. 

Dr.  Hamelink  called  on  the  World  Asso¬ 
ciation  of  Christian  Communicators  to 
warn  of  the  threats  to  human  dignity  which 
the  electronic  future  would  bring  and  to  put 
pressure  on  the  highway’s  sponsors — pri¬ 
vate  companies  rather  than  governments — 
to  ensure  that  everyone,  rather  than  just  an 
elite,  had  access  to  the  technology. 


Pope  John  Paul  Il's  symbolic  presence 
gives  United  Methodists  an  opportunity 
to  ponder  our  own  effect  as  Christ's 
ambassadors.  See  editorial  on  Page  2. 


The  suffering  of  Palestinian  children  is 
something  Christians  also  should 
leam  when  they  visit  Israel,  contends 
a  seminarian.  See  "Here  I  Stand"  on 
Page  2. 


Benefactors  present  a  life-size 
statue  of  John  Wesley,  "Father  of 
Methodism,"  to  a  church-related 
college  in  Virginia.  See  Page  4. 
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3  Korean  conferences  contested 
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J^rom  news  and  staff  reports  y 

HURRICANE  RELIEF: 

The  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Relief  asks  that,  ini¬ 
tially,  only  cleaning  supplies 

such  as  buckets,  mops,  brooms, 
shovels,  disinfectants,  plastic 
bags,  sponges  and  detergents  be 

sent  to  Sager-Brown  Depot, 

101  Sager-Brown  Road,  Bald¬ 
win  LA  70514.  These  supplies 
will  be  used  for  cleanup  follow¬ 
ing  Hurricane  Opal. 

NAVAJO  MINISTRY: The 

United  Methodist  Desert  South¬ 
west  Annual  Conference  has 
received  a  grant  of  $75,000 
through  the  United  Methodist 
Native  American  Comprehensive 
Plan  to  start  new  Native  Ameri¬ 
can  churches  and  ministries  on 
the  Navajo  Reservation.  This 
region  is  estimated  to  have 
approximately  180,000  Native 
Americans  but  few  Native  Amer¬ 
ican  churches. 

USEFUL  RESOURCE: 

Promise  Keepers,  a  nondenomi- 
national  movement  that  has 
swept  the  country  in  recent 
months,  can  be  a  useful  resource 
for  the  congregation,  says  United 
Methodist  Bishop  Calvin 
McConnell  (Pacific  Northwest 
Area).  Stressing  that  he  is  not 
speaking  for  the  denomination. 
Bishop  McConnell  wrote  in  a 
recent  issue  of  his  conference 
publication  that  Promise  Keep¬ 
ers  offer  an  “affirmative  faith 
formational  experience  for  men 
in  our  churches." 

MEAT  &  POTATOES  The 

United  Methodist  Society  of  St 
Andrew,  know  n  for  feeding  the 
needy  through  its  Potato  Pro¬ 
ject  has  added  chicken  to  its 

menu.  Co-founder  the  Rev.  Ray 
Buchanan  said  10,000  hens 
donated  from  the  Texas  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Corrections  were 
processed  for  30  cents  each. 

NO  SEXUAL  ABUSE:  A 

resolution  calling  on  The  United 
Methodist  Church  to  denounce 
sexual  abuse  within  the  minis¬ 
terial  relationship  is  being  pro¬ 
posed  by  the  United  Methodist 
General  Commission  on  the  Sta¬ 
tus  and  Role  of  Women. 

RESIGNS:  Cathie  Lyons  has 
resigned  as  associate  general 
secretary  of  the  Health  and 
Welfare  Ministries  Depart¬ 
ment,  United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
effective  Oct.  28. 


By  DANIEL  R.  GANGLER 

Associte  Editor 

BALTIMORE,  Md. — Korean- 
American  genders  and  genera¬ 
tions  clashed  recently  during  a 
dialogue  about  a  proposal  to  orga¬ 
nize  United  Methodist  Korean- 
American  missionary  confer¬ 
ences. 

Unlike  the  church’s  annual  con¬ 
ferences,  which  cover  specific  geo¬ 
graphical  regions,  missionary  con¬ 
ferences  are  typically  organized  on 
the  basis  of  ethnicity. 

The  dialogue  was  part  of  the 
United  Methodist  General  Com¬ 
mission  on  Religion  and  Race’s 
fall  meeting  in  Baltimore. 

The  Rev.  Peter  Y.  Sun,  execu¬ 
tive  director  of  the  National  Fed¬ 
eration  of  Asian-American  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  based  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  supports  the  Korean  cau- 

Investigation 
into  charges 
continues 

By  DANIEL  R.  GANGLER 

Associate  Editor 

The  next  step  in  the  fate  of 
United  Methodist  Bishop  Forrest 
Stith  (New  York  Area)  of  White 
Plains,  N.Y.,  rests  with  the 
denomination’s  highest  court,  the 
Judicial  Council. 

The  council,  meeting  Oct.  25- 
28  in  Cincinnati,  will  be  asked  to 
rule  on  the  statute  of  limitations 
concerning  complaints  brought 
against  a  bishop  of  the  church. 

An  investigation  continues  into 
allegations  filed  against  Bishop 
Stith  related  to  his  1984-92  tenure 
as  head  of  the  New  York  West 
Area.  He  moved  from  that  area  to 
the  New  York  Area  in  1992. 

According  to  the  Rev.  J.  Fay 
Cleveland  of  Lockport,  N.Y.,  who 
chairs  the  church’s  Northeastern 
Jurisdiction  Review  Committee, 
the  review  panel  needs  the  Judi¬ 
cial  Council  ruling  in  order  to 
continue  its  work. 

"If  the  Judicial  Council  should 
decide  that  the  statute  of  limita¬ 
tions  makes  it  inappropriate  to 
respond  to  the  allegations,  the 
issue  will  be  returned  to  the  (juris¬ 
diction's)  College  of  Bishops  for 
its  deliberation  and  counsel." 

No  decisions  have  been  made 
about  Bishop  Stith’s  status  by  the 
jurisdiction’s  College  of  Bishops, 
according  to  Bishop  Neil  L.  Irons 
of  Pennington,  N.J.,  secretary  of 
the  college. 

Bishop  Stith  was  placed  on  dis¬ 
ability  leave  April  10. 


cus’s  request  to  the  1996  General 
Conference,  the  church’s  top  leg¬ 
islative  body. 

Three  Korean-American  mis¬ 
sionary  confer¬ 
ences  are  pro¬ 
posed,  one  each 
in  the  church’s 
Northeast, 

North  Central 
and  Western 
multi-state 
jurisdictions. 

Dr.  Sun  said 
such  a  confer¬ 
ence  will  pro¬ 
vide  opportu¬ 
nities  for  distinctive  language  and 
cultural  ministries  with  Korean- 
Americans  which  should  cause 
Korean  American  congregations 
to  grow. 

Opposing  the  missionary  confer¬ 
ence  request  was  the  Rev.  Hyesung 


Hong  of  Shaumburg,  Ill.  She  is  vice 
president  of  the  National  Association 
of  Korean-American  United 
Methodist  Clergywomen,  which 
publicly  opposed 
the  ethnic-based 
conference  request 
this  past  summer 
in  Atlanta. 

Ms.  Hong  said 
that  out  of  55  Kore¬ 
an-American  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  cler¬ 
gywomen,  only 
ten  are  serving 
Korean  churches. 
"Women  are 
never  regarded  as  head  of  the 
(Korean)  community,”  she  said. 
Ms.  Hong  claimed  that  the  pro¬ 
posal  excludes  women. 

Ms.  Hong  said  that  the  vision  of 
a  racially  inclusive  church  "can't 
be  done  if  we  separate  from  the 


main  body.  The  inclusive  church 
and  leadership  will  come  from  the 
laity  and  from  the  young.” 

The  church  for  the  next  genera¬ 
tion,  she  said,  is  based  on  disciple- 
ship,  relational  churches  and  Kore¬ 
an  culture  in  the  mainline  society. 

“I  think  culture  should  be  chal¬ 
lenged,  but  it’s  very  hard  to  con¬ 
front  one’s  own  culture.  I  think  it 
is  more  effective  if  we  confront 
culture  in  the  main  body  togeth¬ 
er,”  said  Ms.  Hong. 

The  Korean  caucus's  request 
for  the  establishment  of  three 
Korean-American  missionary 
conferences  will  be  assigned  to  a 
committee  at  the  1996  General 
Conference,  the  church’s  top  leg¬ 
islative  body.  If  the  committee 
approves  the  request,  it  will  be 
forwarded  to  the  entire  1 ,000  del¬ 
egates  for  their  decision. 


UMC 
Upbeat 

Six  sisters 
bless  Texas 
congregation 

What  blessings  does  Goodrich 
United  Methodist  Church  in 
Coldspring,  Texas,  have  that  other 
churches  don’t  have? 

Answer:  The  Rhoten  sisters — 
six  of  them,  ranging  in  age  from 
75  to  95  and  all  active  in  the  125- 
member  congregation. 

The  sisters  are  choir  director 
Freeda  Humphrey,  81;  organist 
Hazel  Rhoten,  90;  choir  members 
Wanda  Gordon,  79,  and  Faye 
Stamps,  86;  and  "front-row  foot- 
tappers"  Nettie  Lumbacker,  92, 
and  Myrtle  Medford,  95. 

Cross  Connection,  the  Texas 
Annual  Conference  edition  of  the 
Reporter,  recently  told  the  story 
of  the  sisters’  longtime  faithful¬ 
ness. 

Their  father,  Andrew  Jackson 
Rhoten,  was  a  Methodist  preach¬ 
er  for  more  than  40  years.  Their 
parents  instilled  in  them  “a  love 
for  Jesus  Christ  and  his  church,” 
the  story  reported. 

The  result  is  that  the  sisters 
serve  on  several  church  commit¬ 
tees  and  attend  every  church 
event. 

“Loyal  attendance,  giving  of 
their  talents  and  the  example  set 
by  their  faith  and  joy  in  the  Lord 
make  these  six  special  sisters  a 
blessing  to  their  church  and  their 
God,”  said  the  Rev.  Ned  Alexan¬ 
der,  their  former  pastor. 

Island  visitors’  leftover  food 
has  turned  into  a  ministry  to  the 
hungry  in  Isle  of  Palms,  S.C., 
thanks  to  First  United  Methodist 
Church  there. 

According  to  a  recent  issue  of 
the  South  Carolina  United 
Methodist  Advocate,  members  of 
First  UMC  in  Isle  of  Palms  got  to 
thinking  about  how  much  food 
their  visitors  bring  during  vaca¬ 
tions.  So  they  began  inviting 
vacationers  to  leave  their  left¬ 
overs  at  the  church. 

The  invitation  resulted  in  the 
Fishes  and  Loaves  hunger  min¬ 
istry,  which  gathers  food  on  Sat¬ 
urday  mornings.  Hunger-ministry 
volunteeres  turn  the  food  over  to 
the  East  Cooper  Community  Out¬ 
reach,  an  ecumenical  agency  in 
Charleston  that  distributes  food 
to  the  needy.  Contributors  get  a 
thank-you  letter  from  the  church. 
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Statue  marks  college's  link  with  church 

NORFOLK,  Va— Benefactors  Robert  and  Sara  Boyd  present  a  life-size  statue  of  John  Wes¬ 
ley  to  Virginia  Wesleyan  College  during  a  dedication  ceremony  highlighted  by  the  col¬ 
lege's  recommitment  to  its  relationship  to  The  United  Methodist  Church.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Boyd  are  lifelong  Methodists  and  longtime  benefactors  of  the  college.  The  S'  2"  statue, 
cast  in  bronze  by  artist  Mary  Quinn,  shows  Wesley  in  clerical  garb  at  approximately  40 
years  old.  Dignitaries  at  the  event  included  United  Methodist  Bishop  Thomas  B.  Stock- 
ton  (Virginia  Area)  and  the  Rev.  Donald  English  of  Great  Britain,  1991-96  president  of 
the  World  Methodist  Council  who  was  the  keynote  speaker. 


Hyesung  Hong 


Peter  Sun 


U.N.  leader  applauds  work 
of  United  Methodist  Center 


By  LINDA  BLOOM 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

When  the  Rev.  Robert  McClean 
attended  the  signing  of  ‘The  Law  of 
the  Sea”  treaty  this  year  at  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Nations,  Elliot  Richardson  sat 
down  beside  him  and  declared  that 
without  the  United  Methodists, 
agreement  on  the  treaty  would 
never  have  been  reached. 

It  wasn’t  the  first  time  Mr. 
Richardson  had  lauded  the 
church’s  efforts.  In  1980,  as  chief 
U.S.  representative  of  The  Law  of 
the  Sea  Conference,  he  noted  that 
United  Methodists  had  “greatly 
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contributed”  to  public  awareness  of 
the  issues  involved  with  the  treaty. 

The  history-making  treaty, 
which  establishes  oceanbed 
national  boundaries  and  explo¬ 
ration  and  economic  zones,  was 
the  first  international  treaty  to  rec¬ 
ognize  the  common  heritage  of 
humanity,  Mr.  McClean  said. 

For  Mr.  McClean.  who  serves 
as  the  United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society’s 
assistant  general  secretary  for 
United  Nations  ministry,  Law  of 
the  Sea  is  one  example  of  how  the 
Church  Center  for  the  United 
Nations  “makes  things  possible.” 

Mia  Adjali,  his  comrade  from 
the  Women's  Division,  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  agrees.  Ms. 
Adjali  considers  the  Law  of  the 
Sea  project  one  of  the  highlights 
of  her  long  career  in  United 
Nations  and  international  work. 

The  project  also  demonstrated 
to  the  United  Methodist  Office  for 
the  United  Nations  that  providing 
information  and  expertise  was  the 
best  way  to  influence  the  diplo¬ 
matic  process. 

Such  efforts  by  the  church, 
according  to  Ms.  Adjali,  “really 
made  governmental  representa¬ 
tives  appreciate  how  people  could 
work  with  them  in  developing 
ideas  and  laws  and  treaties  in  the 
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international  arena.” 

As  the  United  Nations  celebrates 
its  50th  anniversary  in  October  with 
a  commemorative  general  assem¬ 
bly,  United  Methodists  are  among 
the  many  non-govemmental  orga¬ 
nizations  (NGOs)  pushing  for  even 
more  interaction  at  the  policy-mak¬ 
ing  level. 

The  Church  Center  has  become 
a  hub  of  NGO  activity,  drawing 
people  from  around  the  world, 
according  to  Mr.  McClean. 

It  also,  Ms.  Adjali  says, 
“becomes  a  witness  of  the  church’s 
concern  for  people  around  the 
world  to  be  heard.” 

International  delegations  often 
are  open  to  being  approached  by 
NGOs  who  have  competent  staff 
and  well-researched  presenta¬ 
tions,  according  to  Mr.  McClean. 

Both  Mr.  McClean  and  Ms. 
Adjali  consider  the  1992  U.N. 
Conference  on  Environment  and 
Development  in  Rio  de  Janeiro  to 
have  been  a  turning  point  for 
NGO  participation. 

Since  then,  Ms.  Adjali 
explains,  both  Church  and  Soci¬ 
ety  and  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  have  been  rec¬ 
ognized  as  international  organiza¬ 
tions  and  are  allowed  to  request 
space  for  five  representatives 
each  at  world  conferences. 

Today,  the  United  Nations  has 
more  than  2,000  accredited  NGOs 
which  “work  on  very  specific 
concerns,”  she  adds. 

Consider  THE  COLUMBARIUM 
AS  THE  PLACE  OF  FINAL  REST 

Ideasfor  space&designsavailable 
Send  for  FREE  KITof  INFORMATION 
ARMENTO  LITURGICAL  ARTS 
Box  39.  BUFFALO  NY  14217-0039 
Phone  7 1 6/  875-2423  Fm  7 1 6/  875-80 1 1 


CLASSIFIED 


RATES:  $1.40  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion, 
$28.00  minimum  charge  for  up  to  20  words.  Blind 
ads  $21.00  plus  add  $11.20  for  the  8  words  to  insert 
our  contact  information.  Cash  must  accompany  order 
except  on  contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  in  advance.  Products  and  services  go  through 
an  approval  process.  We  schedule  two  weeks  in  ad¬ 
vance  of  an  issue  date 


TREASURER/OIRECTOR  ADMINISTRATIVE  Services, 
Holston  Annual  Conference.  Position  available  June 
'96  for  highly  qualified  lay  or  clergy  person.  Equal 
opportunity  employer.  Responsibilities:  treasurer 
functions,  pension  &  insurance  programs  and  Con¬ 
ference  Foundation.  Supervises  6  person  staff  in 
Johnson  City,  Tennessee.  Reports  to  Conference 
Council  on  Finance  &  Administration.  Salary  and 
benefits  comparable  to  District  Superintendents. 
Qualifications:  Applicant  is  expected  to  have  strong 
commitment  to  Christ  and  the  ministry  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  Must  be  knowledgeable  in  fi¬ 
nance,  accounting  and  computer  systems.  Experi¬ 
ence  with  pensions,  insurance  and  investments  will 
be  advantageous  Communications  and  managerial 
skills  are  necessary  Applications  may  be  submitted 
to,  Alan  D.  Groseclose,  President  Holston  Confer¬ 
ence  CFA,  P.O.  Box  1440,  Pulaski,  VA  24301  by  No¬ 
vember  15,  1995  Include  resume  and  names  of  at 
least  three  persons  for  references  as  to  professional 
and  personal  qualifications.  Position  description 
available  upon  request.  Selection  to  be  made  by 
April  15.  1996.  


EDUCATIONAL  TRAVEL-STUDY  ministry  seeking  Re¬ 
gional  Directors  for  states  of:  MN,  N  CA,  Part-time  in¬ 
come  and  travel  benefits.  Contact:  Kristine, 
Educational  Opportunities:  1-800-929-5327. 


DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  AND  FINE  ARTS,  Arvada  UMC. 
Arvada,  CO  (Denver  Metro  area).  Duties  include  musi¬ 
cal  responsibilities  as  well  as  plan  and  develop  cultural 
events  for  church  Organ  and/or  choral  musician  expe¬ 
rience  required  Send  resume  with  salary  requirements 
and  date  available:  Pete  Simpson,  Arvada  UMC,  6750 
Carr  St.,  Arvada,  CO  80004,  (303)  421-5135. 


STEP  INTO  THE  LAND  OF  THE  BIBLE.  Unequaled  minis¬ 
try-enhancing  travel  program.  Lectures  by  qualified  schol¬ 
ars.  Top  Christian  not-for-profit  company  takes  more 
pilgrims  to  Holy  Land  than  any  other  company.  Depart  No- 
vember-March  1996  10-day  trip  starts  at  $1,448.  Clergy 
scholarships  available.  Call  Bruce  at  1-800-929-5327. 


THE  FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  Church  of  Downers 
Grove,  Illinois,  is  seeking  a  full-time  Director  of  Youth 
Ministries.  First  United  Methodist  is  a  Chicago  suburban 
church  of  2500  members  with  a  large  youth  program,  in¬ 
cluding  a  youth  choir  of  90  high  school  youth  who  sing  ev¬ 
ery  Sunday  at  one  church  service.  For  job  description, 
contact:  Rev.  Fred  H.  Conger,  1032  Maple  Avenue,  Down- 
ers  Grove,  IL  60515  or  call  (708)  968-7120. 


DIRECTOR  OF  ADULT  MINISTRIES  TO  expand  and  unify 
ministry  at  1000-member  culturally  diverse,  Bible-based 
church  in  urban  neighborhood.  Requires  college  degree, 
experience  in  adult  ministry,  and  commitment  to  gospel. 
$24,200  $28,200.  Resumes  to:  Park  Avenue  United 
Methodist  Church,  3400  Park  Ave.,  Minneapolis,  MN 
55407.  Persons  of  color  encouraged  to  apply. 


DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  for  Clear  Lake 
United  Methodist  Church  (3600  members).  NASA  com¬ 
munity  Houston,  Texas.  Prefer  college  education, 
must  have  vibrant  spiritual  life,  experience,  program¬ 
ming  and  relational  skills.  Salary  negotiable  Send  re¬ 
sume  to:  Dr.  Von  Dawson,  Clear  Lake  United  Methodist 
Church,  16335  El  Camino  Real.  Houston,  TX  77062. 


SCHOOL  DIRECTOR-  FIRST  UNITED  Methodist  School 
of  Kissimmee,  FL,  seeks  degreed  professional  to  direct 
preschool  5th  grade.  Responsible  for  student  and  par¬ 
ent  relations,  finances,  curriculum,  records,  personnel. 
Candidate  must  be  certified  and  have  prior  administra¬ 
tive  experience  in  educational  environment  Reply  to: 
School  Board,  First  United  Methodist  School,  101  W 
Dakin  Avenue,  Kissimmee,  FL  34741.  EOE 


YOUTH  PROGRAM  DIRECTOR.  Full  time  position  for 
active  program.  First  UMC,  Warren.  Arkansas  Contact: 
David  R  Steele,  (501)  226-2641,  or  send  resume  to: 
First  UMC,  111  W.  Church,  Warren.  AR  71671 


WALK  WITH  WESLEY.  Learn  more  about  your  Methodist 
heritage  when  you  travel  to  England.  Depart  Spring/ 
Summer  1996.  11-day  trip  starts  at  $1,798.  Clergy 
scholarships  available.  Call  Bruce  at  1-800-247-0017. 


EVANSVILLE,  IN,  TRINITY  UMC  seeks  full-time  Direc¬ 
tor  of  Christian  Education  and  Youth  Ministries  for 
downtown  church  400  +  members.  We  seek  a  moti¬ 
vated  individual  to  develop  our  Christian  Education 
and  Youth  programs  to  include  city-wide  participa¬ 
tion.  Interested  applicants  should  possess  a  college 
degree  Experience  preferred.  Compensation  package 
negotiable.  Send  inquiries  to:  Search  Committee, 
Trinity  UMC,  216  SE  Third  St..  Evansville,  IN  47713 
Telephone  (812)  423-4495. 


FULL  TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  Ministries  needed 
immediately  for  a  growing  suburban  church  of  3600 
plus.  Must  have  a  vision  for  youth  ministry  within  the 
comprehensive  program  of  the  church.  Priority  placed 
on  demonstrated  experience  and  effectiveness  in 
working  with  youth  groups.  Send  resume,  references, 
and  salary  requirements  to:  Rev.  James  McPhail,  Sr. 
Pastor,  Klein  United  Methodist  Church,  5920  F.M 
2920,  Spring,  TX  77388  Phone:  (713)  353-8202. 
FAX:  (713)  353-5071 


DIRECTOR  OF  SINGLE  ADULT  MINISTRY:  Large  met¬ 
ropolitan  church.  Responsible  (or  all  aspects  of  pro¬ 
gramming  singles  ministry.  Send  resume:  Karen 
Spencer,  First  United  Methodist  Church,  1928  Ross 
Ave.,  Dallas,  TX  75201. 


JOURNEYS  OF  PAUL.  Learn  about  the  early  church 
and  the  ministry  of  Paul  when  you  travel  in  his  foot¬ 
steps  to  Greece  or  Turkey.  Depart  Summer/Fall  1996. 
10-day  trip  starts  at  $1,698.  Clergy  scholarships 
available.  Call  Bruce  at  1-800-247-0017. 


FULLTIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  and  Children’s 
Ministries.  Keith  Memorial  UMC,  Athens,  TN.  1100 
members.  Bachelor  degree  preferred.  Salary  negotia¬ 
ble,  based  on  experience  and  education.  Benefits  in¬ 
cluded  Begin  1/96.  Send  resume  to:  Search 
Committee,  Keith  Memorial  UMC.  P.0.  Box  1,  Athens, 
TN  37371-0001  (423)  745  2612. 


DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  AND  YOUTH  Ministries.  Full¬ 
time  position  to  oversee  music  and  youth  ministries 
of  growing  congregation.  Degree  in  music  or  youth 
ministry  and  past  work  experience  preferred.  Salary 
negotiable.  References  please.  Send  resume  to:  Rev. 
Richard  West,  Wesley  United  Methodist  Church,  1406 
E.  Austin.  Harlingen,  TX  78550. 


FIRST  UMC.  GLEN  ELLYN.  ILLINOIS  seeking  full  time 
Minister  of  Youth  and  Evangelism.  Available  immedi¬ 
ately  MCE  or  equivalent  Salary  commensurate  with 
experience.  For  information  or  job  description,  call 
(708)  469-3510. 


LARGE  DYNAMIC  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  in 
Houston  desires  experienced  business  or  profession¬ 
al  church  administrator  Duties  include  office  man¬ 
ager,  personnel,  financial  administration, 
procurement  and  property  management.  Reports  di¬ 
rectly  to  senior  minister  and  acts  as  liaison  with 
church  officers  and  committees.  Please  send  resume 
to:  Church  Business  Administrator,  P.0.  Box 
440811,  Houston.  TX  77244-0811.  Salary  common- 
surate  with  qualifications. 


DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  needed.  Looking  for 
experience  husband  and  wife  team  with  a  strong  evan¬ 
gelical  faith  and  personal  commitment  to  Jesus  Christ. 
An  approach  to  ministry  grounded  in  relationships,  dis- 
cipleship  and  spiritual  growth,  worship,  evangelism, 
leadership  training  and  the  ability  to  recognize  and  de¬ 
velop  spiritual  gifts.  Inquiries  to:  Selection  Committee, 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  501  E.  Tarpon  Ave.,  Tar- 
pon  Springs,  FL  34689.  (813)  937-3271. 


DIAC0NAL  MINISTER  OF  EDUCATION  and  Program 
sought  by  1300-member  church  Salary  negotiable. 
Send  resume  to:  State  Street  UM  Church,  P.O.  Box 
3340,  Bowling  Green,  KY  42102-3340. 


GRAND  EUROPE  Explore  7  of  Europe's  most  ac¬ 
claimed  countries.  Visit  London,  Paris,  Amsterdam,  Co¬ 
logne,  Rhine  Cruise.  Heidelburg,  Munich,  Salzburg, 
Innsbruck,  Liechtenstein,  Lucerne,  Zurich.  Depart  Sum¬ 
mer  1996.  14-day  trip  starts  at  $2,598.  Clergy  scholar¬ 
ships  available.  Call  Bruce  at  1-800-247-0017. 


GREEN  TRAILS  UMC  IS  SEEKING  a  Director  of  Music. 
The  800  +  member  church  seeks  an  experienced,  de¬ 
greed  person  to  direct  a  dynamic  and  diverse  music 
program.  Competitive  salary  and  benefits.  Send  re¬ 
sume  to:  Music  Director  Search  Committee,  Green 
Trails  UMC.  14237  Ladue.  Chesterfield.  M0  63017. 
(314)  469-6740. 


CONFERENCE  NEWS  EDITOR.  Part  to  full-time  posi¬ 
tion  available  immediately  for  experienced  writer/ 
editor  of  Texas  Conference  news  page.  Must  have  ex¬ 
cellent  writing,  interviewing,  layout/design  and  pho¬ 
tography  skills.  Knowledge  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  and  a  degree  in  journalism,  English,  or  com¬ 
munications  a  big  plus.  Experience  with  Pagemaker, 
Photoshop  for  Macintosh  also  a  plus.  Resumes  and 
two  writing  samples  should  be  mailed  or  faxed  to:  Di¬ 
rector  of  Communications,  5215  Main  Street,  Hous¬ 
ton,  TX  77002,  Fax:(713)  521-3724. 


NO  ACCOMPANIST?  SING  YOUR  favorite  hymns  in 
worship  or  at  home.  Instrumental  accompaniment  for 
90  best  known  hymns  on  6-tape  cassette  sets.  Choose 
piano  or  organ.  Word  book  included,  but  can  be  used 
with  your  hymnal  Makes  an  excellent  gift.  $38.95 
plus  shipping.  1-800-728-0573. 


WE  BUY  AND  SELL  CHURCH  VANS  and  buses.  We 
specialize  in  used  15  passenger  vans.  Trinity  Trans- 
portation,  1-800-295-0390. 


"DO  YOU  WANT  TO  ADOPT  A  BABY?"  Methodist  Mis¬ 
sion  Home/San  Antonio  now  accepting  applications. 
Texas  and  New  Mexico  residents  call  (210)  696-7021 
for  information.  


WANTED:  CL0UDCR0FT  NEW  MEXICO  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  needs  bell  choir  robes.  For  more  information 
call  (505)  682-2266,  9.00  A.M.  -  4:00  P.M.  weekdays. 


PLANNING  FOR  RETIREMENT.  Let  us  show  you  a 
beautiful  three  bedroom,  five  bath,  fireplace,  attached 
two  car  garage  and  all  the  amenities  you  dream  of-  a 
separate  three  stall  garage  with  office-  landscaped, 
ready  fo  move  into.  Located  east  of  Huntsville,  Texas 
in  Waterwood.  Call  United  Methodist  Foundation, 
Houston.  Texas:  1  800-521  9617  or  (713)  521-9383. 


FULL  TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  Ministries  sought 
by  1750-member  United  Methodist  Church  serving 
the  Texas  A&M  University  community  and  averaging 
900  in  worship.  Church  seeks  en  enthusiastic  and  vi¬ 
sionary  leader  who  dreams  of  creating  an  exciting, 
cutting  edge  music  ministry  for  today's  church. 
Bachelor's  degree  in  music  required,  with  master's 
degree  and/or  advanced  study  preferred.  Applicants 
should  demonstrate  gifts  in  personnel  recruiting  and 
choir  building,  initiative  and  creativity  in  program¬ 
ming,  and  the  ability  to  produce  music  relevant  to 
university  students  and  other  campus  constituents. 
United  Methodist  background  not  a  requirement. 
Church  is  willing  to  offer  competitive  and  creative 
compensation  package  commensurate  with  experi¬ 
ence,  passion  and  ability.  Detailed  ministry  and  po¬ 
sition  profile  available  upon  request.  For  profile  or 
more  information,  contact:  Search  Committee,  c/o 
Rev  Charles  Anderson.  A&M  United  Methodist 
Church,  417  University.  College  Station,  TX  77840- 
1375.  Phone:  (409)  846-8731. 


MINISTER  OF  YOUTH.  Full-time  position  in  family- 
oriented  community.  Germantown  United  Methodist 
Church  seeks  high-energy,  creative  individual  to  plan, 
organize  and  implement  comprehensive  church  youth 
programs  for  grades  7-12.  Responsible  for  United 
Methodist  Youth  Fellowship,  Sunday  School.  Youth 
Missions  Outreach,  and  Bible  Studies.  Additional  du¬ 
ties  include  recruitment,  training  and  supervision  of 
volunteer  staff  as  well  as  the  opportunity  to  develop 
new  programs.  Priority  placed  on  demonstrated  expe¬ 
rience  and  effectiveness  in  working  with  youth 
groups.  A  college  degree  is  required.  Position  reports 
directly  to  the  lead  pastor  and  we  offer  a  competitive 
salary  and  benefits  package.  We  invite  resumes  and 
references  from  those  looking  for  an  opportunity  to 
expand  upon  our  church's  tradition  of  providing  dy¬ 
namic  programming  for  our  yoyth.  Please  contact: 
Mr.  Bob  Land,  Germantown  United  Methodist  Church, 
2331  Germantown  Road  South,  Germantown,  TN 
38138-5943.  (901)  754-7216.  Fax  (901)  753-3112. 
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New  ministry  celebration  planned 
for  local  church  officers 


The  event  known  as  “My  Job 
Training”  is  now  “Celebration  of 
Ministries.”  Celebration  of 
Ministries  will  be  an  opportunity 
for  new  and  old  officers  in  the 
local  church  to  celebrate  their 
work  and  explore  their  opportuni¬ 
ties  for  ministry. 

The  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries’  Team  Members 
designed  a  creative  learning  expe¬ 
rience  dnd  provided  information 
on  resources  for  the  local  church 
officers.  Areas  to  be  celebrated 
include:  Christian  education,  com¬ 
munications,  evangelism,  mission,  i 
stewardship  and  worship. 

Officers  will  participate  in  a 
whole  new  way  of  thinking  about 


their  ministry  responsibility  in 
relationship  with  the  congregation. 
They  will  be  a  part  of  a  creative 
learning  process  for  transforming 
church  board  into  communities  of 
spiritual  leaders. 


The  gifts  he  gave 
were  that  some  would 
be  apostles ,  some 
prophets,  some  evangelists, 
some  pastors  and  teachers,  to 
equip  the  saints  for  the  work 
of  ministry,  for  building  up 
the  body  of  Christ. 

Ephesians  4:11-12 


Although  all  districts  will  hold 
an  event  of  this  nature,  the 
Shreveport  District  training  will 
have  a  different  name, 
“Leadership  Extravaganza.'^ 

Leadership  Extravaganza  is 
making  its  return  from  last  year 
and  will  cover  34  leadership  roles 
in  the  local  church. 

Each  district  designs  and 
handles  its  event  separately,  so 
check  with  your  district  office 
for  more  details. 

Dates  for  the  Celebrations 
are: 

Acadiana  -  Feb.  10,  1996, 
Church  of  the  Covenant, 
Lafayette,  2  -  4p.m. 

Alexandria  -  Nov.  14,  1995, 


FUMC,  Alexandria,  7  -  9  p.m. 

Baton  Rouge  -  Feb.  3,  1996, 
University  Methodist,  9-11  a.m. 

Lake  Charles  -  Nov.  12,  1995, 
Henning  Memorial  UMC, 
Sulphur,  3-5  p.m. 

Monroe  -  Nov.  18,  1995,  First 
UMC,  Monroe,  9:30  a.m.  -  12:30 
p.m. 

New  Orleans  -  Nov.  11,  1995, 
Munholland  UMC,  Metairie,  9:30 
am 

North  Shore  -  Nov.  29,  1995, 
Hammond,  7-9  p.m. 

Ruston  -  Jan.  14,  1996, 
Arcadia  UMC,  2-4  p.m. 

Shreveport  -  “Leadership 
Extravaganza”  -  November  30, 
1995,  Bossier  FUMC,  7-9  p.m. 


Mini-VISION  2000  activities  to  be  offered 
to  VOICES  OF  VISION  .  .  . 


Update  information  on 
Conference  children’s 
choir  to  perform  at 
VISION  2000 


Extra  rehearsals  and  exciting 
activities  have  been  planned  for 
children  wishing  to  participate 
in  the  Voices  of  Vision  chil¬ 
dren’s  choir  during  VISION 
2000  in  January. 

Children  in  grades  3  through 
6  are  invited  to  be  a  part  of  the 
Conference  Children’s  Choir. 
VISION  2000  will  be  held  on 
Saturday,  January  6,  1996  at 
Centenary  College  in 
Shreveport  and  Saturday, 
January  20,  1996  at  Dillard 
University  in  New  Orleans. 
Separate  choirs  will  be  formed 
for  each  event. 


ACTIVITIES 

Children  participating  in  the 
choir  will  be  treated  to  a  day  of 
fun-filled  activities.  They  will 
take  part  in  a  mini-VISION  2000 
experience,  geared  to  their  age 
level.  Activities  will  be  divided 
into  the  four  areas  of  VISION 
2000  —  Celebrating,  Inviting, 
Nurturing  and  Serving.  All  chil¬ 
dren  will  participate  in  each  area. 

Scheduled  activities  include: 
crafts,  games,  storytelling, 
singing,  liturgical  dance,  as  well 
as  demonstrations  by  a  drill 
team  and  clown  ministry.  The 
children  will  be  led  by  adult  and 
youth  workers.  A  light  lunch 
will  be  served  to  each  child  free 
of  charge. 

REHEARSALS 

The  additional  rehearsals  will 
be  on  Saturday,  November  4, 


1995  at  First  UMC,  Alexandria 
from  11  a.m.  to  12  noon  and 
Saturday,  November  18,  1995  at 
First  UMC,  Monroe  from  10:30 
a.m.  to  12  noon.  The  rehearsal 
at  Trinity,  Ruston  on  November 
4,  1995  will  take  place  from 
10:30  a.m.  -  12  noon. 

Rehearsal  schedule: 

Saturday,  November  4, 

1995  at  First  UMC, 

Alexandria  from  11  a.m.  -  12 
noon 

*♦*  Saturday,  November  4, 

1 995  at  T rinity,  Ruston  from 
10:30  a.m.  -  12  noon. 

Saturday,  November  11, 
1995,  FUMC,  New  Orleans 
from  3:00  -  4:30  p.m. 

Sunday,  November  12, 

1995,  FUMC,  Baton  Rouge 
from  3:00  -  4:30  p.m. 


Campus  Ministry  o 

Relationships  Continue 
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by  Rev.  Roger  Templeton 

John  and  Stacey  Duskey  met  at  the  Wesley 
Westminster  Foundation  as  students  of 
Northwestern  State  University  in  Natchitoches. 
They  both  became  very  active  members  of  the 
program  serving  as  worship  leaders  and  officers 
of  the  student  council.  They  graduated  from  col¬ 
lege,  were  married  and  are  now  living  in  Jena, 
LA.  John  is  a  high  school  band  director/teacher 
and  Stacey  a  dental  assistant. 

The  Duskeys  considered  their  campus  min¬ 
istry  experience  a  gift.  Their  desire  was  to  give 
something  back. 

The  campus  ministry  center  needed  a  com¬ 
puter  that  could  handle  student  mailings, 
newsletters  and  financial  record-keeping.  While 
having  a  meal  with  Beth  Watts,  campus  minister 
at  NSU,  the  couple  discovered  the  need  for  the 
computer.  They  responded  by  donating  their 
computer. 

’“Wesley  Westminster 
did  so  much  for  us  while 
we  were  students  that  we 
would  like  to  do  some¬ 
thing  for  Wesley 
Westminster.  This  is  a 
responsibility  that  we 
will  honor,”  said  the 
couple. 

Not  only  did  they 
donate  the  equipment, 
they  delivered  the  and 
set  up  the  computer! 

This  is  not  an  uncom¬ 
mon  story.  Campus  min¬ 
istries  in  Louisiana  are 
active  on  college  cam¬ 
puses  seeking  ways  to 


serve  Jesus  Christ.  Worship  experiences, 
retreats,  road  trips,  Bible  s+tudies,  small  groups, 
mission  experiences,  and  fellowship  activities  is 
only  a  part  of  this  dynamic  ministry.  You  will 
be  reading  more  about  campus  ministry  as  we 
feature  stories  in  a  special  series  called  “Campus 
Ministry  Corner.”  It  is  our  hope  that  this  will 
help  you  become  more  acquainted  with  this 
important  ministry  of  the  church. 

Note:  United  Methodist  Student  Day  -  will 
be  celebrated  on  Sunday,  November  26,  1995. 
This  year’s  theme  is:  “Who  is  wise  and  under¬ 
standing  among  you. "  James  3: 13 

The  Louisiana  United  Methodist  Reporter 
and  The  NetWorker  will  carry  more  infor¬ 
mation  and  stories  on  this  special  Sunday  cel¬ 
ebration. 


CORNER 


Sandy  and  John  Duskey  setting  up  the  computer  they  donated  to 
the  Wesley  Westminster  Foundation  at  NSU. 


Saturday,  November  18, 
1995  at  FUMC,  Monroe  from 
10:30  a.m.  -  12  noon. 

Saturday,  December  2, 
1995  at  FUMC,  Shreveport 
from  10:30  a.m.  -  12:00  noon 

This  event  is  still  open.  If 
you  need  cannot  attend  a 
rehearsal  or,  need  informa¬ 
tion,  music  or  audio  cassette, 
please  call  Linda  Fox 
(504)346-1646  or  Cheryl 
Gillespie  (318)868-0710. 

Town  Meeting  set 
to  discuss 
General 
Conference 
Issues 

front  UMCOM,  Nashville 

A  live  town  meeting  via 
satellite  will  take  place  on 
Saturday,  November  11,  1995 
from  1:30  pm  -  3:00  pm  CT. 
This  broadcast,  “Delegates  in 
Dialogue,"  will  be  in  prepara¬ 
tion  for  General  Conference  in 
1996. 

The  town  meeting  can  be 
viewed  by  tuning  in  a  TV  satel¬ 
lite  dish  to  the  following  coordi¬ 
nates:  Galaxy  7, 

channel/transponder  9,  C 
Band.  The  broadcast  will  dis¬ 
play  bars  and  tones  45  minutes 
before  air  time. 

The  site  of  the  town  meeting 
will  be  Denver,  Colorado,  in 
front  of  a  live  audience.  During 
the  program  viewers  can  call  in 
questions  to  1-800-669-7054. 

The  discussion  will  include 
the  following  topics:  ministry 
study,  baptism  study.  Hispanic 
plan,  and  relocation  of  Global 
Ministries. 


Let  us  listen 
to  the  Spirit 

One  of  my  favorite  sermons 
came  from  Yogi  Berra  who  said 
“You  can  hear  a  lot  if  you  listen." 

This  fall  has  been  a  time  of  lis¬ 
tening  for  me  and  1  want  to 
share  with  you  what  I  am  hear¬ 
ing. 


Bishop  William  B.  Oden 


1.  I  am  hearing  the  sounds  of  stirring  of  the  Holy 
Spirit.  I  heard  these  sounds  at  the  Quest  II  gathering  in 
Alexandria  where  almost  200  lay  and  clergy  leaders  began 
“shedding”  old  skins  of  frustration  and  anger  of  many, 
many  years  of  communication  gaps  and  unmet  needs  in  our 
annual  conference.  I  am  also  hearing  the  Spirit  stirring  in 
local  churches  across  the  conference  as  both  laity  and  cler¬ 
gy  are  focusing  on  disciple-making,  nurturing,  and  serving 
as  the  primary'  task  of  the  local  church. 

2.  The  sounds  of  worship  are  coming  alive  in  more 
and  more  churches.  Recently,  I  worshiped  in  Hope 
Church,  Monroe — our  newest  ethnic  congregation,  in  First 
Church.  Lake  Charles,  and  in  Roanoke  United  Methodist 
Church.  Each  service  was  different;  one  in  the  black  tradi¬ 
tion,  one  a  Saturday  contemporary  service,  and  one  a 
100th  year  celebration.  All  were  powerful,  faithful  to  our 
tradition  and  they  were  services  high  in  energy. 

3.  I  am  hearing  laity  and  clergy  affirming  the  future 
of  Louisiana  Methodism.  Three  events  sponsored  by  the 
Louisiana  United  Methodist  Foundation  were  recently  held 
in  Shreveport,  Alexandria,  and  Baton  Rouge.  Over  200 
contributors  to  the  Foundation  came  together  to  celebrate 
$32,000,000  in  our  Foundation,  funds  invested  in  our 
future. 

4.  The  Conference  Center  has  new  life.  There  is  a  new 
awakening  across  our  conference  as  our  district  superinten¬ 
dents  are  sharing  the  Center’s  progress  in  charge  confer¬ 
ences.  Local  churches  are  re-committing  to  their  pledges. 
Groups  of  laity  from  our  churches  are  visiting  the  Center  to 
see  the  construction  progress.  Churches  that  could  not 
pledge  in  the  ‘93  campaign  are  accepting  their  goals.  The 
buildings  are  being  constructed  and  the  contractor  tells  us 
the  Center  should  be  completed  by  early  summer.  We  are 
moving  forward  with  recommendations  coming  to  the 
December  9  Special  Session  of  Annual  Conference. 

5.  The  Research  and  Planning  Committee,  the 
Louisiana  Quest  Team  and  the  Cabinet  are  moving  into 
converging  orbits  of  vision  and  vitality.  These  groups  will 
meet  together  February  12-13.  Pray  for  this  gathering! 

John  tells  us  that  the  Spirit  blows  where  it  will.  This  is 
certainly  happening  across  the  Louisiana  Conference. 


AfOLNDlRE  GDWBBa 


Summer  Grove 
initiates  small  groups 

Summer  Grove  Methodist  has  initi¬ 
ated  five  new  small  groups  which 
emphasize  Bible  study,  prayer, 
accountability  and  service.  The 
small  groups  include  Covenant 
Discipleship,  Disaster  Relief, 
Habitat  for  Humanity,  Divorce 
Care.  Blood  Resources  for  the 
Community  and  Diet,  Nutrition  and 
Exercise.  They  invited  Judge 
Merrill  L.  Hartman  to  speak  about 
small  groups  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Dallas. 


Conference  Retreat  Center 
Position  Open 

The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  is  receiv¬ 
ing  applications  for  the  position  of 
Director/Marketing  Manager  for  the 
Louisiana  Conference  Retreat  Center.  The 
salary  will  be  based  on  experience  and  qualifi¬ 
cation.  Resumes  should  be  sent  to  Dr.  Odell 
Simmons,  3300  Eton  Street,  New  Orleans,  LA 
70131.  E.O.E. 


Judge  Merrill  L.  Hartman  and  Rev. 
Willis  W.  Dear,  Pastor  of  Summer 
Grove  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Shreveport.  Judge  Hartman  spoke 
on  September  17th  about  small 
groups  within  the  church. 

IN  MEMORIAM 


Our  prayers  go  to  the  family 
and  friends  of  Rev.  Thomas  M. 
Lancaster  who  died  October 
18,  1995.  Rev.  Lancaster  is  sur¬ 
vived  by  his  wife  Bertha  E. 
Lancaster  and  his  children, 
Janice  M.  Marchbanks  and 
Thomas  E.  Lancaster. 

Funeral  services  were  held 
Friday,  October  20,  1995  at 
Sunset  Funeral  Chapel,  San 
Antonio. 


Faith  forum 


NOVEMBER  3,  1995 


The  United  Methodist 

REPORTER 


We  praise  God 
for  this  gift  of 


'sacred 


One  of  the  first  visitors  to  the 
new  UMR  Center  for  Church 
Communications  in  Dallas 
stared  up  at  the  nearly  finished 
three-story-tall  gallery  and 
exclaimed:  "Is  this  a  church?” 

We  think  so.  And  this  week,  as 
the  UMR  staff  of  about  130  peo¬ 
ple  unpacked  boxes  and  cranked 
up  presses,  our  excitement  at 
claiming  our  new  home  was 
heightened  by  an  overwhelming 
sense  that  we  have  come  to  a  holy 
place. 

Most  sacred  places  mark  an 
extraordinary  event  that  hap¬ 
pened  there.  The  sacred  space  in 
which  UMR  now  dwells,  how¬ 
ever,  marks  where  something 
extraordinary  begins. 

We  came  to  this  spiritual 
sense  of  place  during  the  con¬ 
struction  process,  which  remind¬ 
ed  us  of  the  plumb  line,  illustrat¬ 
ed  in  Amos  7:7,8:  "This  is  what 
he  showed  me:  the  Lord  was 
standing  beside  a  wall  built  with 
a  plumb  line,  with  a  plumb  line 
in  his  hand.  .  .  .Then  the  Lord 
said,  “See  I  am  setting  a  plumb 
line  in  the  midst  of  my  people 
Israel;  I  will  never  again  pass 
them  by  . . . (NRSV). 

As  this  passage  shows,  a  plumb 
line  is  a  construction  instrument 
that  conveys  essential  informa¬ 
tion.  Builders  use  a  plumb  line  to 
determine  what  is  truly  perpendic¬ 
ular  to  the  ground.  For  builders  a 
plumb  line  represents  constant 
truth. 

We  view  UMR’s  ministry  of 
communication  in  the  same 


space' 


Editorial 

light.  We  are  to  be  a  plumb  line 
of  truth  for  the  church. 

The  news  and  information  we 
gather  and  disseminate  tells  the 
church  where  there  are  inequali¬ 
ties  of  justice  to  be  rectified  and 
where  the  Holy  Spirit  has  perfect¬ 
ly  aligned  hearts,  minds  and  souls. 

Such  an  understanding  of  our 
ministry  calls  us  to  a  higher  stan¬ 
dard  of  faithfulness  in  the  new 
edifice  that  UMR  Communica¬ 
tions,  the  parent  organization  of 
this  newspaper,  inhabits. 

Indeed  this  gleaming  white 
building  with  its  deep  azure  roof 
is  not  our  center  nor  your  center 
but  God 's  center — a  sacred  space. 
We.  like  it,  are  dedicated  to  the 
mission  of  communicating  con¬ 
temporary  Gospel  stories  through 
print  and  electronic  media.  At  this 
site  we  also  will  teach  others  of 
all  Christian  denominations  how 
to  do  the  same. 

We  know  that  most  of  our  read¬ 
ers  probably  won’t  get  to  visit  this 
new  sacred  space.  We  encourage 
you,  however,  to  watch  these 
pages  for  reflections  of  the  holy 
ground  on  which  we  now  dwell. 

In  particular  we  welcome  you 
to  gauge  our  efforts  against  the 
Scripture  that  has  been  our  guide 
during  this  past  year  of  building: 

"Unless  the  Lord  builds  the 
house,  those  who  build  it  labor 
in  vain."  (Psalm  127:1). 


DALLAS-The  new  UMR  Cen¬ 
ter  for  Church  Communications 
provides  55,000  square  feet  of 
space  for  church-related  news, 
information  and  publishing  ser¬ 
vices,  with  an  additional  1 7,000 
square  feet  of  expansion  space. 

Above,  the  west  wing  of  the 
building  will  feature  a  Cokes- 
bury  book  store.  The  wing  also 
houses  UMR's  Business,  Cus¬ 
tomer  Service,  Marketing  and 
News  and  Information  Divisions 
along  with  a  central  meeting 
room  named  in  honor  of  the 
late  Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III, 
who  first  envisioned  the  center. 

The  east  wing  of  the  building 
houses  Mission  Communica¬ 
tions,  UMR's  advertising  and 
publishing  services  agency;  Cir¬ 
culation;  Pre-Press  Production; 
Distribution  and  Press;  Publish¬ 
er's  office  and  a  chapel  that  can 
hold  24  people  for  worship. 

At  right,  the  main  entrance  of 
the  center  opens  onto  a  three- 
story-tall  gallery.  Christian  art 
works  and  UMR  memorabilia 
will  be  displayed  along  the 
gallery's  walls. 

UMR  STAFF  PHOTOS 
BY  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTIE 


Building's  ' finishing  touch '  is  our  service  to  you 


As  I  write  this  column  I  am  sitting  in 
my  beautiful  office  in  our  sparkling  new 
Communications  Center.  I  am  surround¬ 
ed  by  boxes  and  the  sounds  of  painters, 
plumbers  and  electricians  putting  the  last- 
minute  touches  on  this  beautiful  edifice. 

For  the  first  time  in  UMR’s  history  we 
have  a  headquarters  building  that  is  both 
new  and  built  to  our  specifications.  Our 
checkered  past  has  included  a  farmhouse, 
a  rental  property  and  most  recently  a 
leased  warehouse  that  had  one  window  in 
the  entire  building — in  the  lobby 
entrance. 

We  doubled  our  space  the  minute  we 
walked  into  the  facility  and  have  an  addi¬ 
tional  17,000  square  feet  for  expansion. 


Publisher’s 
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Ronald  P.  Patterson 

Considering  that  UMR  is  now  the  nation’s 
largest  publisher  of  Protestant  newspa¬ 
pers,  we  anticipate  that  we  will  use  this 
space  within  the  life  span  of  this  new 
building. 

Comments  from  UMR  staffers  about 
our  new  work  place  range  from,  “I  could¬ 


n't  wait  to  get  to  work  this  morning"  to 
superlatives  such  as  “awesome,”  “inspir¬ 
ing,"  “fantastic,"  “unbelievable." 

These  responses  testify  to  the  fulfill¬ 
ment  of  a  vision  which  began  at  least  10 
years  ago  in  the  mind  of  Spurgeon  M. 
Dunnam  III  and  in  the  hearts  of  a  handful 
of  people  who  were  committed  to  living 
out  this  dream. 

Over  the  years  hundreds  of  people  have 
given  generously  of  their  time  and  finan¬ 
cial  resources  to  make  this  dream  become 
a  reality.  All  of  this  was  accomplished 
without  raising  rates  or  levying  other 
forms  of  assessment  to  fund  the  project. 

All  of  this  is  to  better  serve  you,  our 
loyal  customers.  Through  our  quality 


emphasis  we  are  striving  for  continual 
improvement.  Through  efficiencies  we 
have  been  able  to  absorb  newsprint 
increases  and  some  of  the  postage  increas¬ 
es  for  1995. 

This  new  building  is  in  reality  one  of 
our  greatest  efficiencies,  because  we 
now  have  a  physical  and  technological 
working  environment  that  matches  the 
talents  of  our  employees  and  our  com¬ 
mitment  to  serve  the  church’s  communi¬ 
cation  needs. 

Our  consecration  service  is  set  for  1 
p.m.  Nov.  16.  The  new  address  is  2400 
Lone  Star  Drive  in  Dallas.  Please  accept 
this  as  an  open  invitation  to  join  us  for  a 
day  of  joy  and  celebration. 


My  Witness 

/  see  Bible  as 
God's  mirror 
on  our  lives 

By  )OHN  DICKEN 

In  the  struggle  to  identify  a 
yardstick  of  authentic  Christian 
teaching,  the  Bible  has  become  an 
icon  for  some  or  a  major  piece  of 
the  mosaic  of  faith  for  others. 

For  some  the  Bible  is  THE 
word  of  God.  For  others  the  Bible 
delineates  the  Word  of  God.  Still 
others  view  the  Bible  as  a  collec¬ 
tion  of  evidence  verifying  Christ 
as  the  Word  of  God. 

I  view  the  Bible  as  God’s  mir¬ 
ror  of  His  Kingdom  and  our 
human  world.  In  this  special  mir¬ 
ror  we  may  view  ourselves  as  God 
sees  us. 

Surrounding  our  own  image  is 
God’s  view  of  our  world — how  it 
is  and  what  it  may  become.  Fre¬ 
quently  as  we  study  our  image  we 
catch  sight  of  movement  in  the 
background  and,  on  close  inspec¬ 
tion,  we  may  see  God  moving 
about  the  setting  we’re  viewing. 

Occasionally  God’s  mirror  is 
fogged  by  our  heavy  breathing. 
We  try  to  get  the  Bible  to  reflect 
what  we  desire  by  sharing  our 
opinions  with  intensity  and  fervor. 

Sometimes  God’s  mirror  gets 
scratched  by  our  efforts  to  re¬ 
arrange  chapters  and  verses  to 
support  our  bias  about  faithful  liv¬ 
ing  in  a  fractured  world. 

Amazingly,  God’s  mirror  with¬ 
stands  all  kinds  of  abuse  by  those 
who  use  it!  And  no  matter  when 
or  how  we  view  it,  God's  mirror 
reminds  us  how  God  cares  and 
invites  us  to  use  it  again  and  again. 

Thus  we  experience  God’s 
remarkable  grace  saving  and  sus¬ 
taining  us  for  everyday  living. 

The  Rev.  John  Dicken  is  a 
retired  United  Methodist  clergy¬ 
man  living  in  Frankfort ,  Indiana. 


Sayings 


“As  a  boy  I  heard  many  a  ser¬ 
mon  that  lasted  for  more  than  an 
hour.  Those  preachers  made  me 
feel  that  living  for  Christ  was  the 
greatest  thing  a  boy  could  do.  To 
speak  for  God  in  this  way  made  a 
lasting  impression  on  me.  I  got  the 
idea  that  this  was  more  important 
that  being  President,  a  corporation 
executive,  a  movie  star  or  a  sports 
hero." 

— The  Rev.  Larry  Lacour  of 
Tfilsa,  Okla.,  honored  as  a  life¬ 
time  Distinguished  Evangelist  by 
The  Foundation  for  Evangelism. 


Can  we  truly  separate  message  from  messenger? 


I  was  pleased  to  see  that  the 
Reporter’s,  Oct.  13  issue  had  two 
pieces  on  the  Million  Man  March. 

As  a  middle-aged  white  Amer¬ 
ican  male  I  have  been  challenged 
to  try  to  understand  the  march  and 
put  it  in  perspective. 

I  can  understand  the  view  of  the 
Rev.  Andrew  Robinson-Gaither, 
but  I  can  also  understand  the  view 
of  black  men  who  disapproved  of 
the  march  because  it  was  called  by 
Nation  of  Islam  Minister  Louis 
Farrakhan. 

Mr.  Farrakhan,  as  far  as  I  know, 
has  not  recanted  any  of  the  clear- 


Letters 
to  the  Editor 

ly  anti-Semitic  rhetoric  that  has 
made  his  name  so  prominent 
today.  While  the  emphasis  that  I 
saw  in  the  march  on  the  need  to 
re-link  rights  with  responsibilities 
was  healthy  and  timely,  is  it  real¬ 
ly  possible  to  divorce  the  message 
from  the  messenger? 

Suppose  former  Ku  Klux  Klan 
leader  David  Dukes  of  Louisiana 


were  to  sponsor  a  rally  celebrat¬ 
ing  the  same  goals  of  conserva¬ 
tive  public  policy  that  I  support. 
I  wouldn't  feel  it  appropriate  to 
attend  such  a  rally  and  I  expect 
my  black  brothers  would  applaud 
my  decision. 

Lonnie  D.  Brooks 
Anchorage,  Alaska 

Cries  of  dismay 

I  hear  the  cries  of  dismay  from 
fundamentalist  and  conservative 
church  people  because  1  million 
African-American  men  stood  on 
the  Mall  in  Washington  and 


acclaimed  Nation  of  Islam  leader 
Louis  Farrakhan. 

The  prospects  of  young  African- 
Americans  leaving  Christian 
churches  for  Islamic  religion  adds 
to  their  distress.  Yet  they  shouldn’t 
be  surprised.  It  was  these  same 
right-wing  Christians  who  put 
right-wing  politicians  in  Congress. 

These  politicians  have  cut 
funding  for  public  education,  wel¬ 
fare,  the  Head  Start  program, 
health  care  for  the  elderly  and 
much  more. 

People  will  join  movements 
which  they  believe  will  help  them. 
They  will  leave  movements 
which  they  perceive  are  blind  to 
their  needs  and  which  have  added 
to  their  suffering. 

Jim  Hutchinson 
Concord,  California 

It's  foolish  spending 

Today  I  opened  my  church 
newspaper  to  a  full  page  story 
about  the  proposed  relocation  plan 
for  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries.  To  say  the  least  I  think 
it  is  foolish  spending  if  approved. 

I  am  the  pastor  of  a  small-mem¬ 
bership  church  that  struggles  to  pay 
our  “fair  share"  apportionments  as 
it  is.  I  constantly  promote  how  we 
support  missions  through  our  con¬ 
ference  giving.  But  when  people 
see  plans  for  a  $41.8  million 
expense  it  is  hard  to  explain. 

If  we  really  want  to  raise  $41.8 
million  by  a  special  apportion¬ 
ment,  I  propose  it  be  divided 
among  small  churches  that  need 
repair  or  help  to  pay  their  expens¬ 
es  or  to  set  up  accounts  to  feed  the 
hungry  and  help  the  needy. 

These  are  the  things  that  are 
important,  not  fancy  buildings. 

Linphord  Hall  Jr. 

Sidney,  Ohio 


For  Heaven's  Sake 

LOOK,  PREACHER,  I  KNOW 
I'M  ALWAYS  COMPLAIN  INS 
THAT  OUR 

Worship 
SERVICE 
TAKES 
TOO 
LONG. 


By  Mike  Morgan 
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TP"  "BEESON  ’lEP 

Pastor  program 

opportunity.  It’s  not  only  Preacher,  ““  world 

designed yi»r  pastors,  it’s  designed  by 
pastors.  Pastors  with  experience. 

Pastors  who  understand  the  rhythms  of 
parish  ministry. 

Pastors  like  Maxie  Dunnam.  Maxie 
has  a  shepherd’s  heart.  Leaving  one  of 


Methodism's  flagship  churches  seemed 
unthinkable.  Then  it  became  clear. 
Accepting  the  Asbury  Seminary  presi¬ 
dency  didn't  mean  leaving  pastoral  min¬ 
istry,  it  meant  expanding  it.  Maxie  now 
leads  the  laity  by  leading  the  academy. 

Pastors  like  Dale  Galloway.  In 
1972,  Dale  was  a  pastor  without  a  pulpit 
when  he  began  preaching  atop  the  snack 
shack  at  a  drive-in  theatre  in  Portland, 
Ore.  As  Dean  of  the  Beeson  Center, 
Dale  now  teaches  pastors  the  principles 
that  transformed  a  few  carloads  of  laith- 
ful  followers  into  one  of  the  country's 
largest  and  most  innovative  churches. 


today,  Ellsworth  honed  his  craft  by 
doing  it — Sunday  after  Sunday,  for 
nearly  40 years.  In  1987,  The  Circuit 
Rider  included  him  in  its  original 
"Great  Preachers"  series.  As  Beeson 
Senior  Pastor  in  Residence,  Ellsworth 
now  trains  pastors  to  become  the  best 
biblical  communicators  they  can  be. 

Dunnam,  Galloway,  Kalas...the 
cream  of  the  pastoral  crop.  You  won  t 
get  theoretical  speculation  from  these 
guys,  you’ll  get  over  1 00  years  of  tried 
and  true  experience.  The  best  in  bibli¬ 
cal  preaching  and  church  leadership. 
That’s  the  Beeson  Pastor  Program. 

To  learn  more  about  this  unique  doc¬ 
toral  opportunity,  call  the  Office  of 
Admissions 
today  at 

ii  Seminary 


1-800-2- 

ASBURY. 


AASBURY 

Theological 


104  N  Uxlngicm  A\t  •  Wilmort.  KY  40)90 


Hope  blooms  new  in  Russia 


Pastor  Vladislav  Spektorov,  First  UMC,  Samara,  Russia  baptized  58  adults  in  the  Volga  River  last 
July  and  another  44  in  1994.  The  only  Russian  ordained  elder  in  the  Russia  UMC,  the  pastor  shep¬ 
herds  a  1000  member  congregation  that  offers  food  for  prisoners,  teaches  the  gospel  in  schools, 
works  in  hospitals  and  celebrates  the  faith  in  worship. 


Amid  sobs  and  tears,  Natasha  told  her  new 
American  friends  what  she  had  discovered: 

“I  had  never  been  in  a  church.  I  had  never  experi¬ 
enced  ‘the  God’  that  others  talked  about.  For  the  first 
time,  I  discovered  God  and  that  someone  cares  for  my 
soul.” 

She  and  countless  other  Russians  have  heard  the 
words  of  Jesus  for  the  first  time.  And  they  have  heard 
those  words  from  American  United  Methodists  or 
from  their  new  Russian  United  Methodist  partners. 

They  personify  the  goal  The  United  Methodist 
Church  had  in  mind  in  1990  when  the  Russia 
Initiative  was  created — not  big  numbers  but  meaning¬ 
ful,  lasting  relationships  and  discoveries  like  those  of 
Natasha’s  in  the  midst  of  difficulties. 

The  soil  is  fertile.  Here  is  how  the  Rev.  W.  Stephen 
Gunter,  professor  of  evangelism  at  Candler  School  of 
Theology  in  Atlanta,  describes  it: 

'The  Russian  people  are  searching,  at  times  almost 
frantically,  for  purpose,  meaning  and  direction  in  their 
life.  And  a  large  percentage  of  them  seem  to  be  open¬ 
ly  searching  for  this  in  the 
religious  and  spiritual 
realm.” 

Dr.  Gunter  continued, 
“Several  of  them  said  to 
me,  ‘We  are  a  religious 
people.  Spirituality  has 
always  been  very  impor¬ 
tant  to  us.  Communism  did 
not  change  that.’" 

United  Methodism  has 
marshaled  some  of  its 
ablest  energies  behind  the 
Russia  Initiative. 

The  1992  General 
Russians  of  all  ages  Conference,  the  church’s 
are  eager  to  hear  the  highest  legislative  body, 
story  of  Jesus.  assigned  responsibility  for 


reinstituting  Methodism  in  the  emerging  republics  of 
the  former  Union  of  Soviet  Socialist  Republics  to  the 
church’s  largest  program  agency,  the  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries. 

That  board’s  two  highest  officials,  its  president. 
Bishop  J.  Woodrow  Heam,  and  its  general  secretary,  the 
Rev.  Randolph  Nugent,  went  personally  to  what  now  is 
known  as  the  Commonwealth  of  Independent  States 
(CIS)  to  plan  the  initiative. 

The  Rev.  R.  Bruce  Weaver,  a  veteran  pastor  and 
annual  conference  leader  from  Texas,  was  assigned  to 
coordinate  the  initiative. 

The  Council  of  Bishops  assigned  Bishop  Ruediger 
Minor  to  head  the  new  Eurasia  Area,  based  in 
Moscow.  Under  Bishop  Minor’s  leadership,  the  con¬ 
ference  has  constituted 
churches  for  the  first  time 
in  almost  60  years. 

From  this  array  of  lead¬ 
ership  have  come  four 
basic  forms  of  ongoing 
contact  between  American 
United  Methodists  and  our 
new  brothers  and  sisters  in 
the  CIS: 

1 .  Supportive  Chur¬ 
ches,  allowing  congrega¬ 
tions  in  this  country  to 
help  provide  financial 
support  for  full-time  pas¬ 
tors  of  new  Russian 
United  Methodist  congre¬ 
gations. 

2.  Partner  Churches, 
linking  one  or  more 
American  congregations 
directly,  face-to-face  in 


Russia,  with  a  Russian  region  where  there  has  been  no 
United  Methodist  presence.  American  United 
Methodist  “partners”  go  to  Russia  at  their  own 
expense  to  bear  witness  to  God’s  redeeming  love  in 
Jesus  Christ,  share  experiences  of  personal  faith 
development  and  spiritual  life  and  develop  humanitar¬ 
ian  and  material  assistance  projects  with  their  Russian 
partner. 

3.  Volunteers-In-Mission  teams,  who  go  to  desig¬ 
nated  locations  in  Russia  to  “get  the  job  done”  to  meet 
housing  needs  for  the  elderly,  repair  orphanages  and 
clinics  or  provide  other  tangible  support.. 

4.  Medical  programs  involve  U.S.  hospitals,  physi¬ 
cians  and  UM  health  agencies  who  provide  supplies, 
equipment  and  other  assistance  for  Russian  clinics 
and  hospitals. 

The  numbers — 25  constituted  churches  with  pas¬ 
tors,  plus  several  developing  meeting  places — and 
the  "Natashas”  indicate  some  successes  of  the  Russia 
Initiative. 

Dr.  Weaver  sums  it  up  this  way: 

“The  Russians  have  displayed  joy  in  the  midst  of 
difficulties.  Hope  has  emerged  from  the  shadow  of 
disillusionment.  Spiritual  inquiry  continues  to  grow  in 
a  technological  society.  . . . 

“After  hearing  the  many  reports  of  exciting  min¬ 
istries  performed  in  the  Commonwealth  of 
Independent  States,  we  can  join  Nicodemus.  who 
heard  the  words  of  Jesus  and  said,  ‘How  on  earth  can 
things  like  this  happen?'  Praise  be  to  God!  Amen!" 


Contributions  to  the  Russia 
United  Methodist  Church  may 
be  given  through  Advance 
#11 510-1  RA,  Russia  Initiative. 


INVITATION  TO: 

RUSSIA  INITIATIVE 
CONSULTATION  IV 

February  14-16, 1996 
Ramada  Hotel  Market  Center 
Dallas,  Texas 

(For  all  participants  in  Russia  Initiative  programs 
and  others  who  would  like  information  for  hands  on  ministry  in  CIS). 

Contact:  The  Russia  Initiative 
P.O.  Box  595097 
Dallas,  Texas  75359 

(Phone)  214-826-3797  (Fax)  214-826-8473 


Russian  Initiative  focuses  or 


The  Russia  Initiative  began  in  1991 
when  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  leaders.  Bishop  J.  Woodrow 
Hearn,  President,  and  Dr.  Randolph 
Nugent,  General  Secretary,  made  a  trip 
to  Russia.  They  were  guests  of  the 
Russian  Orthodox  Church  and  the 
Soviet  Peace  Fund,  a  non-government 
humanitarian  organization.  Their  con¬ 
tacts  resulted  in  the  Russia  Initiative,  a 
new  ministry  venture  in  the  former 
Soviet  Union  (Common  Wealth  of 
Independent  States,  CIS). 

Coordination  was  lodged  in  the 
World  Division  of  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  and  approved  by  the 
1992  General  Conference.  Many  other 
general  agencies,  local  churches  and 
annual  conferences  have  joined  the 
program  and  provid¬ 
ed  leadership  and 
resources.  Ministry 
partnerships  have 
been  formed  that 
included  Russian 
Orthodox  Churches, 
Russian  communi¬ 
ties,  United  Meth¬ 
odist  churches  in 
Russia,  Europe  and 
the  United  States. 

In  1992,  the 
Council  of  Bishops 
appointed  Bishop  Ruediger  R.  Minor, 
formerly  of  the  East  German  Annual 
Conference,  to  serve  as  episcopal 
leader  of  this  new  mission. 

Under  Bishop  Minor’s  leadership,  an 
organizational  conference  was  held  in 
Samara,  Russia. 

The  newly  formed  annual  confer¬ 
ence,  the  Eurasia  United  Methodist 
Church,  began  work  in  the  areas  of 
evangelism,  church  development, 
Christian  education,  discipleship,  com¬ 
munications,  humanitarian  assistance, 
connectional  relationships  and  ecu¬ 
menical  affairs,  focusing  on  training  of 
indigenous  leaders  in  the  CIS  churches. 

Churches  constituted 

In  October  1995,  there  were  25  United 
Methodist  churches  in  the  CIS,  with  sev¬ 
eral  new  congregations  being  developed. 


Eyes  sparkle  with  hope  as  these 
Russian  children  participate  in  a 
new  United  Methodist  fellowship. 


A  United 
Methodist 
Volunteers- 
In-Mission 


crew  raises 
the  walls  of 
a  new  resi¬ 
dence  for 
elderly . 


"Let  the  chil¬ 
dren  come 
unto  me." 
Children  and 
adults  leam 
about  God 
from  newly 
committed 
Russian  teach¬ 
ers,  supported 
by  gifts  from 
UMC  churches. 


These  congregations  need  Russian-lan¬ 
guage  Sunday  School  materials,  Bibles, 
hymnals,  spiritual  life  books,  and  train¬ 
ing  materials  for  teachers. 

Translation  and  publication  capabili¬ 
ties  exist  in  Russia.  Bibles  are  available 
from  the  Russian  Bible  Society. 

Financial  support  is  needed  to 
provide  these  supplies. 

Seminar  trains  new  pastors 

A  United  Methodist  Seminary  to  train 
pastors  has  been  established  in  Moscow, 
and  twenty-four  students  began  classes 
in  May,  1995.  A  consortium  of  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry,  and 
United  Methodist  seminaries  has  made 
this  possible,  (see  photo) 

Professors  are  being  provided  by  the 
seminaries  and  other  agencies. 

Churches  support  missionaries 

United  Methodist  World  Division 
missionaries  in  the  CIS,  along  with 
other  persons  in  various  forms  of  min¬ 
istry  are  supported  through  local 
churches  in  a  covenant  relationship. 

For  information  on  how  to  support  a 
specific  missionary  and  become  a 
Covenant  Church,,  write:  Missionary 
Support,  475  Riverside  Drive  (Rm 
1305),  New  York,  NY  10115 

Supportive  churches  give  aid 

The  small  congregations  of  new 


Methodist  groups  have  formed  such 
relationships  in  the  Russian  Federation. 

A  Partner  Church  relationship  is 
formed  by  individual  negotiations  with 
the  CIS  partner,  through  the  World 
Division  Coodinator  of  the  Russia 
Initiative. 


Russian  United  Methodist  Churches 
struggle  to  begin  ministry.  United 
States  congregations  may  provide  spiri¬ 
tual  and  financial  assistance  for  the 
pastor  and  church.  This  relationship 
enhances  people-to-people  experiences. 
Supportive  Church  relationships  are 
negotiated  by  the  Coordinator  of  New 
Mission  Development. 

Partners  reach 
new  regions 

Alongside  existing 
United  Methodist  churches 
in  the  CIS,  global  United 
Methodist  congregations 
may  become  partners  in 
shared  ministries,  includ¬ 
ing  establishing  new 
churches. 

This  involves  doing 


VIM  teams  provide  labor 

Bishop  Minor  recently  stated:  “We 
need  hands-on  mission  work  like  volun- 
teers-in-mission  projects.  This  is  ser¬ 
vant  discipleship  of  the  servent  Lord 
that  the  world  might  believe.” 

Many  United  Methodist  Volunteers 
In  Mission  teams  have  been  at  work  in 
the  CIS,  but  more  teams  are  needed  in 
1996.  New  projects  are  being  devel¬ 
oped  with  Russian  United  Methodist 
Church  congregations,  Russian 
Orthodox  churches  and  humanitarian 
organizations. 

Guidance  and  information  on  work 
sites,  travel  arrangements,  equipment 
needed,  lodging,  etc.,  are  available. 

Agencies  render  care 

UMCOR  provides 
financial  support  for 
many  life-saving  min¬ 
istries  in  the  CIS,  includ¬ 
ing  grants  for  the  Partner 
Church  and  Volunteers- 
In-Mission  program. 
HEALTH  AND  WEL¬ 
FARE  MINISTRIES  has 
developed  projects  in 
hospitals  and  clinics  in 
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provide  for  exchanges  of 
persons  and  ministry  pro¬ 
jects  as  new  United  Methodist  churches 
are  developed. 

The  ministry  is  intended  to  be  holis¬ 
tic,  indigenous,  connectional  and  ecu¬ 
menical.  Thirty-seven  United 


of  dollars  have  been 
donated  in  the  US  and 
shipped  to  Russia. 

Russian  radio  ministry  expands 

A  United  Methodist  radio  program  is 
broadcast  across  Russia  capable  of 
reaching  75  million  people.  Accented 
by  sacred  music,  the  program  includes 
Bible  study,  personal  witness,  worship 
and  encouragement  of  Christian  unity. 


To  enable  the  Russia  United 
Methodist  Churches  to  grow 
and  provide  a  ministry  of 
faith  development  and  ser¬ 
vice,  reach  more  people, 
financial  support  is  needed. 

Contributions  to  the  Russia 
United  Methodist  Church 
may  be  given  through 
Advance  #1 1510-IRA,  Russia 
Initiative. 
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i  new  partnership  ministries 

Pictured  are  some  of  the  pastors  and  leaders  of  United  Methodist  congregations 
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Sun  Lae  Kim,  Chris  Henna-Okrah 
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1995  Appointments  in  the  Russia  United  Methodist  Church 


UMC  support  is  needed  to  continue  faith  development 
and  expand  ministries  in  Russia. 

Your  gift  can  provide  supplemental  pastor  salaries , 
Sunday  school  supplies  and  much  more. 

Contributions  to  the  Russia  United  Methodist  Church 
may  be  given  through  Advance  #1 1510-IRA,  Russia 
Initiative. 


New  conference  ordains  first  class  of  deacons. 


Vologda: — Jarrell  Tyson  (helper:  Sergei  Agapov) 
Voronesh: — Vyacheslav  Kim 
Dolgoprudney:  Olga  Pokrovskaya 
Yekaterinburg: — First  UMC:  Olga  Kotsuba 
Return  UMC  --Yelena  Stepanova 
Jury  Kuntsevich  (under  supervision 
of  Jarrell  Tyson) 

Karelia: — Igor  Kovalyov 
Kerch: —  (to  be  appointed) 

Lytkarino: — Vladimir  Makarov 
Moscow: — Russian-American-Korean  UMC:  Cho 
Young  Chuel 

First  UMC  (“Christian  Singers”):  Ludmila  Garbuzova 

Vnukovo  UMC:  Dimitri  Li 

Calvary  UMC:  Pak  Seoung  Ey 

Olympia  UMC:  Nak  In  Sung 

Perovo  UMC:  (Andrei)  Kim  Cheng  Su 

Mytischi  UMC:  Valeri  He 

First  Moscow  UMC:  Choi  Yo  Han 


Church  of  Love  and  Salvation  (to  be  appointed) 

Family  of  Christ  UMC:  Vagan  Frankian 
Otryadny: — Andrei  Kovalenko 
Pskov: — Nelly  Mamonova 

Ramenskoye: — Ludmila  Pyatykh  and  Yelena  Chudinova 
Samara: — Vladislav  Spektorov 
Saratov:  — Vladislav  Spektorov  (helper:  Tatyana 
Molodykh) 

Sevastopol:  — Ivan  Koslov 
St.  Petersburg: — First  UMC;  William  Lovelace 
Holy  Trinity  UMC:  Oksana  Petrova 
Mary  and  Martha  UMC:  Andrei  Pupko 
St.  Petersburg-Pushkin:  Bethany  UMC:  Andrei  Pupko 
St.  Petersburg-Lenosvietovski:  Faith  and  Salvation 
UMC;  Andrei  Pupko 

Syzran: — Vladislav  Spektorov  (helper:  Irina  Ivanovna) 
Ulyanovsk: — Tom  Hoffmann 
South  Sachalin:  — Choi  Guan  So 


New  ministry 
meets  spiritual, 
physical  needs 

New  opportunities  for  United 
Methodists  to  minister  to  the 
unchurched  were  opened  up  by  the  cre¬ 
ation  of  the  Russia  Initiative.  The  new 
ministry  is  based  on  biblical  and  theo¬ 
logical  foundations  and  the  Wesleyan 
tradition. 

A  Joint  Task  Force  composed  of 
members  of  the  Northern  European 
Central  Conference  and  members  of 
the  World  Division  of  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  met  in 
February  1992  and  drafted  a  proposal 
for  new  mission  development  in  the 
CIS.  Some  excerpts  of  that  proposal 
read: 

"In  the  spirit  of  the  General 
Conference  Statement  —  Grace  Upon 
Grace  and  the  Theology  of  Mission 
Statement  of  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  —  the  Joint  Task 
Force  sets  out  to  engage  in  ministry  in 
a  manner  which  is  faithful  to  the  bibli¬ 
cal  and  theological  foundations  of  mis¬ 
sion  in  Christ's  name  and  way  and  also 
in  keeping  with  the  Wesleyan  tradition 
of  personal  piety  and  social  holiness." 

"  The  primary  task  of  this  mission 
engagement  is  to  create  and  nurture 
worshipping  communities  of  faith  and  to 
respond  to  the  evident  spiritual  and 
physical  needs  which  exist.  The  ministry 
will  be:  ( 1)  Holistic,  (2)  Ecumenical,  (3) 
Indigenous  and  Contextual  rather  than 
Western,  (4)  Connectional  with  empha¬ 
sis  on  partnership  and  mutuality  and  the 
international,  global  character  of  the 
church." 

United  Methodist  mission  activities 
in  the  former  Soviet  Union  are  orga¬ 
nized  under  the  auspices  of  the  Russia 
Initiative  of  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries.  Specific  programs 
include  evangelism,  new  congregation 
development,  leadership  training,  and 
direct  food  and  medical  relief.  Other 
projects  include  supporting  churches 
and  volunteer  efforts  by  campus  min¬ 
istries  and  United  Methodist  Volunteers 
in  Mission. 

In  cooperation  with  the  Russian 
Orthodox  Church,  the  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Eurasia  and 
Russian  charity  organizations  have  dis¬ 
tributed  millions  of  dollars  worth  of 
food  and  medical  supplies  in  Russia 
since  the  winter  of  1991-92.  That  pro¬ 
gram  continues  through  UMCOR, 
Health  and  Welfare,  and  other  agencies 
of  the  Church. 

As  such,  partnerships  have  devel¬ 
oped  between  American  and  Russian 
hospitals,  housing  for  the  elderly  has 
been  funded,  and  food  and  medical 
assistance  to  children  with  special 
health  care  needs,  including  medical 
equipment  and  staff  training,  have  been 
provided. 


Contributions  to  the  Russia 
United  Methodist  Church  may 
be  given  through  Advance 
#11510-IRA,  Russia  Initiative. 


Support  The  Russia  Initiative  Programs 

Financial  support  is  needed  to  maintain  and  expand  the  total  Russia  Initiative  ministry.  Individuals,  Sunday  School 
classes.  Vacation  Bible  Schools,  local  churches  and  all  other  United  Methodist  groups  can  participate. 

INFORMATION  ABOUT  RUSSIA  INITIATIVE 

PARTICIPA TION:  Contact:  Rev.  R.  Bruce  Weaver 
Coordinator,  New  Mission  Development  (CIS) 

P.O.  Box  595097,  Dallas,  Texas  75359 
(Office)  Tel:  (214)826-3797  —  (Fax)  214-826-8473 


Russia  Initiative  ends  60  year  lapse  in 
Evangelical,  Methodist  church  formation 


_  .  may  be  sent  through  a  local  church  to 

the  annual  conference  treasurer,  coded  ADVANCE  tt  01 1510- 
RA.  Russia  Initiative.  Gifts  may  also  be  sent  to:  Advance 
GCFA,  P.O.  Box  19001,  Church  Street  Station,  New  York, 
NY  10177-1106. 


Although  United  Methodists  have  been  involved  in  new 
ministry  to  the  Republics  of  the  former  Soviet  Union  for  less 
that  a  decade,  Methodism  and  the  Evangelical  movement 
have  been  a  part  of  history  of  Russia  and  the  Baltic  States  for 
more  than  a  century. 

Timelines  for  the  events  that  form  the  roots  of  UMC’s 
ministry  in  Russia  have  been  prepared  by  Dr.  S.T. 
Kimbrough,  Jr.,  Executive  Secretary  of  Mission  Evangelism, 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  UMC.  (From 
Methodism  in  Russia  and  the  Baltic  States:  History  and 
Renewal)  Abingdon  Press,  1 995 

The  first  documented  ministry  in  Russia  and  the  Baltic 
states  by  Methodist  or  Evangelical  churches  began  in  the 
1860's.  During  this  decade,  the  first  Russian-speaking  con¬ 
verts  were  baptized  and  a  Methodist  chapel  was  built  in 
Tulcha  which  is  now  Romania. 

Twenty  years  later,  B.A.  Carlson  was  invited  to  Russia 
from  Sweden  to  preach  in  St.  Petersburg.  In  1907,  Bishop 
Burt  assigned  Dr.  George  A.  Simons  as  pastor  at  St. 
Petersburg.  Hjalmar  Salmi,  a  native  of  St.  Petersburg  educat¬ 
ed  in  a  Methodist  school  in  Finland,  was  also  granted  the  right 
to  speak  in  his  hometown. 

Bethany  Diaconal  work  began  the  following  year  in  St. 
Petersburg,  directed  by  Sister  Anna  Eklund. 

Church  legalized 

The  Methodist  Church  in  Russia  was  officially  approved  in 
1909.  The  same  year  that  Dr.  Simon  began  a  Russian  version 
of  the  Christian  Advocate. 

Two  years  later,  work  in  St.  Petersburg  was  organized  as  its 
own  mission.  Bishop  Burt  established  a  separate  Russian 
Missionary  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

The  “Evangelical  Associate  —  White  Cross”  was  given 
government  approval  in  1912,  and  their  first  communion  ser¬ 
vice  was  held  in  rented  quarters. 

Bishop  W.  R.  Lambuth  held  a  Mission  meeting  in  Wonsan, 
Korea,  Sept.,  1919.  He  heard  of  the  great  needs  and  opportu¬ 
nities  in  Siberia  and  Manchuria  where  a  multitude  of  Koreans 
have  migrated  since  1870.  He  ordered  Rev.  M.B.  Stokes  and 


U.S.  Bishop  H.  A.  Boaz  (center),  and  First  Deacons  of 
the  Siberia  Mission:  A. A.  Guroof  (left)  and  G.  J. 
Yassin itsky  (right). 


J.S.  Ryang  to  visit  Siberia,  but  the  U.S.  State  Department 
would  not  issue  passports  to  Siberia  at  that  time. 

Upon  recommendation  of  Bishop  Lambuth  to  the  Board  of 
Missions  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  in  May 
1920  at  its  annual  conference  the  following  resolution  was 
approved:  “Resolved:  that  in  view  of  conditions  demanding 
our  ministry  in  the  section,  we  authorize  the  bishop  in  charge 
of  the  Oriental  fields  to  open  work  in  Siberia.” 

The  Peoples'  Bible  was  printed  in  1922  through  the  efforts 
of  Bishop  John  Nuelsen  at  the  government  printshop  in 
Leningrad.  Bishop  Nuelsen  and  Russian  Orthodox 
Archbishop  Antonin  (Living  Church)  met  in  Moscow. 
Tensions  increased  between  the  government  and  churches  in 
Russia  and  the  execution  of  some  Russian  Orthodox  Church 
leaders  followed. 

The  Russian  Methodist  Christian  Advocate  was  replaced  in 
1925  with  the  Methodist,  the  Bulletin  of  the  Siberia- 
Manchuria  Mission  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South. 

Many  of  the  leaders  and  the  members  of  the  congregations 
fled  within  the  next  few  years  to  escape  Communism.  The 
Russia  Initiative  begins  the  ministry  anew. 


Methodist  Episcopal  Church  South  celebrates  the  first  anniversary  of 
Vladivostok  Church  c.  1921. 


Explore  ways  to  support  the 
Russia  United  Methodist 
Church  through  direct  giv¬ 
ing  and  hands-on  participa¬ 
tion. 

Celebrate  the  excitement  of 
the  ministry  that  is  happen¬ 
ing  with  the  church's  help 
in  the  former  Soviet  Union. 
Attend  the 

RUSSIA  INITIATIVE 
CONSULTATION  IV 
Feb.  14-16,  1996 
Dallas,  Texas 
For  information, 
call:  214-826-3797 
fax:212-826-8473 
write:  The  Russia  Initiative 
P.O.  Box  595097 
Dallas,  TX.  75359 
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Churchwide  baptism  report  approved 
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Faith  Watch 


From  news  and  staff  reports 

\ _ y 

DROKE  NAMED:  The  Rev. 
Joan  Brown  Campbell,  General 
Secretary  of  the  National  Council 
of  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  USA 
(NCC),  has  named  the  Rev. 
Clifford  Droke  as  the  NCC 
Associate  General  Secretary 
for  Administration  and 
Finance  for  an  interim  period 
|  of  up  to  two 
years  begin¬ 
ning  Jan.  1, 
1996.  Mr. 

Droke,  a  clergy 
member  of  the 
Califomia- 
Nevada  region¬ 
al  Conference, 

I  said  that  Bishop 
Clifford  Droke  Melvin  G  Tal_ 

bert  (Califomia-Neveda  regional 
Conference),  has  agreed  to 
appoint  him  to  this  position  fol¬ 
lowing  the  usual  procedures  for 
such  appointments  beyond  the 
local  church.  Bishop  Talbert  is 
also  president  of  the  NCC. 

EVERY  48  SECONDS: The 

Seventh-day  Adventist  Church 
has  reported  that  worldwide  it  is 
gaining  a  new  member  every  48 
seconds.  F.  Donald  Yost,  director 
of  archives  and  statistics  at  the 
church’s  world  headquarters  in 
Silver  Spring,  Md.,  told  a  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  denomination’s  execu¬ 
tive  committee  that  in  the  past 
year  the  church  has  added 
more  than  600,000  new  mem¬ 
bers.  Total  membership  now 
tops  8.6  million. 

DISNEY  HEALTH  BENEFITS: 

Leaders  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  have  expressed  dis¬ 
may  over  a  decision  by  the  Walt 
Disney  Co.  to  provide  health 
insurance  benefits  for  live-in 
partners  of  homosexual 
employees.  A  Disney 
spokesman,  saying  the  company 
is  “family-oriented,”  said  the 
new  policy  "brings  our  health 
benefits  in  line  with  our  corpo¬ 
rate  nondiscrimination  policy.” 

SEXUAL  ISSUES:  Leaders  of 
the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church., 
in  America,  unable  to  create  a 
consensus  policy  statement  on 
contentious  sexual  issues,  will 
instead  draft  a  “message”  on  the 
topic.  Critics  charged  that  a 
statement  proposed  earlier  this 
year  would  have  permitted 
recognition  of  homosexual 
marriages,  encouraged  mastur¬ 
bation  and  promoted  the  use  of 
condoms  among  teen-agers. 

WOMEN'S  ORDINATION: 

A  half-dozen  of  the  Christian 
Reformed  Church’s  46  regional 
bodies  have  voted  to  allow  local 
congregations  to  ordain  women 
as  pastors,  elders  and  evangelists. 


Next  stop  for 
study  document: 
1996  General 
Conference 

By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

NASHVILLE— Just  as  Jacob 
concluded  seven  years  of  labor  by 
gaining  his  beloved  Rachel,  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  churchwide  Baptism 
Study  Committee  saw  their  seven 
years  of  labor  come  nearer  to  a 
happy  end  Oct.  21  when  their 
report  was  overwhelmingly 
adopted  by  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship. 

The  report  outlining  a  United 
Methodist  understanding  of  bap¬ 
tism  now  goes  to  the  996  dele¬ 
gates  of  the  1996  General  Confer¬ 
ence,  slated  April  16-26  in  Den¬ 
ver,  for  their  consideration. 

About  100  of  Discipleship’s 
107  directors  spent  six  hours  con¬ 
sidering  the  24-page  document 
and  an  additional  30  pages  of 
related  legislative  proposals.  The 
latter  are  intended  to  bring  the 


United  Methodist  Book  of  Disci¬ 
pline  in  line  with  the  theological 
tenets  the  report  sets  out. 

While  appreciation  for  the  bap¬ 
tism  study  document  was  wide¬ 
spread,  even  among  directors  who 
objected  to  a  similar  version  four 
years  ago,  affirmation  wasn't 
unanimous. 

An  artificial  boost? 

Bishop  Richard  Wilke 
(Arkansas  Area),  moved  to  delete 
the  document’s  proposal  that  the 
church  keep  two  membership 
rolls,  “baptized  members"  and 
“professing  or  confirmed  mem¬ 
bers.”  [The  document  states  that 
only  “professing  members"  will 
be  used  for  statistical  purposes 
such  as  apportionments  or  mem¬ 
bership  count.) 

The  bishop  contended  that 
such  a  practice  would  be  derided 
merely  as  an  attempt  by  the 
church  to  artificially  boost  its  sag¬ 
ging  membership  figures.  His 
motion  was  defeated,  however. 

Then  Victor  Goldschmidt,  an 
engineering  professor  from  West 
Lafayette,  Ind.,  offered  a  nine- 
page,  single-spaced,  double-sided 
critique  of  the  document  that  pro¬ 


posed  numerous  wording  changes 
and  additions  of  Scripture  refer¬ 
ences. 

His  attempts  to  alter  the  docu¬ 
ment  were  outmaneuvered,  how¬ 
ever,  when  the  Rev.  V.  L.  Daugh- 
tery  of  Valdosta,  Ga.,  moved  to 
refer  Mr.  Goldschmidt’s  docu¬ 
ment  to  those  who’ll  prepare  the 
baptism  study  for  dissemination 
across  the  church. 

Preparation  of  a  leader's  guide 
and  study  materials  probably 
would  be  assigned  to  the  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House, 
directors  were  told. 

Mr.  Daughter's  motion  passed 
by  a  wide  margin  before  Mr.  Gold¬ 
schmidt  realized  its  implications. 

When  he  rose  moments  later  to 
continue  his  attempts  at  detailed 
amendment.  Bishop  David  J. 
Lawson  (Central  Illinois  Area), 
Discipleship  president,  informed 
Mr.  Goldschmidt  that  his  paper 
was  no  longer  before  the  directors. 

Other  action 

In  other  action,  Discipleship 
directors 

✓  Forwarded  to  the  1996  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  a  proposed  Span- 
ish-language  hymnal,  Mil  Voces 


Para  Celebrar:  Himnario 
Metodista  (“O  For  a  Thousand 
Tongues  to  Sing:  Methodist 
Hymnal”). 

✓  Heard  a  report  on  the 
National  Plan  for  Hispanic  Min¬ 
istries.  The  Rev.  Jose  Palos, 
national  coordinator  for  the  plan, 
reported  that  nearly  300  lay  mis- 
sioners  have  been  trained  to  serve 
Hispanic  congregations  and  fel¬ 
lowships,  with  another  400 
expected  to  be  trained  by  April 
1996.  More  than  half  of  the  U.S. 
annual  conferences  have  begun 
Hispanic  ministries. 

✓  Authorized  the  hiring  of  five 
regional  representatives  to  aid  in 
the  popular  spiritual  formation 
program,  Walk  to  Emmaus. 

✓  Received  “for  information 
only”  three  controversial  propos¬ 
als  from  the  National  Youth  Min¬ 
istry  Organization  (NYMO)  to  do 
away  with  The  United  Methodist 
Church’s  stance  against  homosex¬ 
uality. 

Directors  decided  not  to  act  on 
NYMO’s  proposals  once  staff 
assured  them  that  the  youth  orga¬ 
nization  has  the  authority  to  for¬ 
ward  its  resolutions  directly  to 
General  Conference. 


Highlights  of 
the  churchwide 
Baptism  Study: 

✓  Affirms  the  "sacramen¬ 
tal”  and  “evangelical”  under¬ 
standings  of  baptism  as  "com¬ 
plementary,"  according  to  the 
Rev.  Gayle  C.  Felton,  study 
panel  member  and  editor  of 
the  document  "Sacramental" 
refers  to  the  understanding  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  being  the  active 
agent  in  baptism,  while  “evan¬ 
gelical”  stresses  the  human 
response  to  God’s  grace  as 
key. 

✓  Retains  “confirmation” 
as  the  term  for  a  rite  of  the 
profession  of  faith  usually 
undertaken  by  teen-agers. 

✓  Recommends  the  church 
maintain  two  membership 
lists:  “baptized  members” 
which  will  contain  all  those 
baptized  including  infants  and 
children;  and  “professing 
members,"  who  will  be  count¬ 
ed  among  the  official  member¬ 
ship  of  the  church. 


United  Methodist  doctor  gets  $8.4  million! 
in  judgment  against  abortion  protesters  | 


REPORTER  FILE  PHOTO 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

A  federal  district  court  jury  has 
awarded  $8.4  million  in  damages 
to  a  United  Methodist  doctor  who 
was  targeted  by  anti-abortion 
activities  because  he  performed 
abortions. 

Jurors  found  that  Operation 
Rescue  and  several  individuals 
associated  with  the  group’s  activ¬ 
ities  were  guilty  of  harassment 
and  invasion  of  privacy  when  they 
targeted  United  Methodist  lay¬ 
man  Norman  Tompkins  of 
Gainesville,  Texas,  for  protests 
outside  his  office,  home  and  for¬ 
mer  congregation,  Highland  Park 
United  Methodist  Church  of  Dal¬ 
las. 

Dr.  Tompkins  was  forced  to 
abandon  his  practice  and  move 
because  of  the  harassment,  his 
attorney  said. 

Linda  Turley,  a  Dallas  attorney 

DALLAS— Pro-life  protesters 
picketed  Dr.  Norman 
Tompkins  outside  his  office, 
home  and  former 
congregation.  A  federal 
district  court  found  that  the 
activities  constituted 
harassment  and  invasion  of 
privacy  (see  related  story). 


who  represented  Dr.  Tompkins  in 
his  suit  against  Operation  Rescue, 
said  the  civil  court  decision  could 
have  widespread  implications  in 
the  ongoing  national  controversy 
over  abortion. 

“The  jury  has  sent  a  clear  mes¬ 
sage  to  every  radical  group  that 
these  actions  are  not  acceptable 
and  that  individuals  who  partici¬ 
pate  in  such  actions  will  be  held 
accountable,”  Ms.  Turley  told  the 
Reporter. 

“The  public — even  in  a  conser¬ 
vative  and  religious  community 
like  Dallas — does  not  accept 
stalking,  hanging  around  homes, 
offensive  phone  calls  and  threat¬ 
ening  letters. 

“The  jury’s  decision  will  force 
radical  groups  to  slow  down  and 
rethink  their  tactics.” 

The  activists’ tactics  involved 
following  Dr.  Tompkins  in  his  car, 
into  restaurants,  watching  his 
home,  picketing  his  church,  his 
office  and  the  national  office  of 
the  Boy  Scouts  of  America,  locat¬ 
ed  in  nearby  Irving,  Texas,  where 
his  wife  worked  for  20  years. 

Abortion  protesters  called  Dr. 
Tompkins  a  murderer  because  he 
performed  abortions  at  Dallas’ 
Presbyterian  Hospital  and  at  some 
local  abortion  clinics. 

At  one  point,  Dr.  Tompkins 
said  he  felt  forced  to  wear  a  bul¬ 


let-proof  vest  while  taking  com¬ 
munion  because  activists  were 
coming  into  the  church  services. 

On  several  Sundays,  he  told  the 
Reporter  during  the  height  of  the 
activity  in  1993,  members  of  the 
Tompkinses’ Sunday  school  class 
sat  surrounding  him  and  his  wife 
during  worship  to  prevent  his 
being  an  easy  target  for  a  possible 
murder  attempt  from  the  church 
balcony. 

Dr.  Tompkins  said  that  he  was¬ 
n't  afraid  that  members  of  Opera¬ 
tion  Rescue  would  try  to  kill  him, 
but  he  was  worried  that  their  vio¬ 
lent  rhetoric  would  inflame  an 
unstable  person  who  would  com¬ 
mit  the  act. 

The  threats  against  him  were  so 
virulent  that  Dr.  Tompkins  had  an 
armed  guard  with  him  at  all 
times — even  during  an  interview 
with  the  Reporter. 

The  threats  were  taken  serious¬ 
ly  by  law  enforcement  officials 
because  of  the  murders  of  several 
doctors  who  performed  abortions. 

Dr.  Tomplans  contended  in  his 
lawsuit  that  the  protesters,  whom 
he  called  “terrorists,”  destroyed 
his  medical  practice. 

He  was  gratified  by  the  jury's 
decision,  according  to  reports  in 
the  Dallas  Morning  News. 

“I  continue  to  believe  a  woman 
has  a  right  to  an  abortion,”  he  said. 


Phillip  “Flip”  Benham,  head  of 
Operation  Rescue  and  personally 
named  in  the  jury’s  decision,  said 
he  will  appeal  the  decision  as  far 
as  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court,  if  nec¬ 
essary. 

“I  thank  God  for  the  privilege 
of  picking  up  the  cross  here  in 
Dallas,”  Mr.  Benham  told  the 
Dallas  Morning  News. 

Mr.  Benham  also  said  he  and 
others  named  in  the  suit  are  not 
able  to  pay  the  damages  awarded. 
However  he  said  he  doesn’t  fear 
he  will  lose  his  possessions  if  the 
jury  verdict  is  upheld  on  appeal. 

“So  what  if  they  take  our  prop¬ 
erty?”  Mr.  Benham  was  reported 
to  have  said  after  the  verdict. 

“It  hasn’t  stopped  Christianity 
before.” 

Ms.  Turley  said  that  many  peo¬ 
ple  were  offended  that  Mr.  Benham 
and  other  radical  anti-abortion 
activists  compared  their  conduct  to 
Jesus  Christ  and  Martin  Luther 
King  Jr. 

She  told  the  Reporter  that  the 
Tompkins  remain  a  family  of  faith 
and  continue  to  be  active  in  a 
United  Methodist  congregation. 
[The  Reporter  has  chosen  not  to 
specify  the  family’s  current  con¬ 
gregation  to  protect  their  privacy.] 

“The  church  has  been  wonder¬ 
ful  to  the  Tompkinses  throughout 
this  ordeal,”  Ms.  Turley  said. 


UM  missions  board  nixes  Korean  conference  proposal 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

The  General  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries  National  Division  has  decided  not 
to  endorse  a  proposal  to  create  three 
Korean-American  missionary  confer¬ 
ences  within  The  United  Methodist 
Church. 

However,  elected  directors  asked  that 
the  issue  receive  further  study.  This  will 
be  done  through  a  mission  board  survey 
of  Korean-American  United  Methodist 
congregations  to  determine  exactly  what 
mission  resources  are  needed  to  support 
their  ministries. 

The  missionary  conference  proposal 
was  debated  during  the  mission  board’s 
recent  annual  meeting  in  Stamford, 
Conn. 

The  plan  called  for  three  Korean- 
American  missionary  conferences,  one 
each  in  the  church's  Northeastern,  North 
Central  and  Western  multi-state  jurisdic¬ 
tions. 

Missionary  conferences  are  given 
close  supervision  by  the  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  according  to  Para¬ 
graph  660  of  the  United  Methodist  Book 
of  Discipline,  the  collection  of  church 
law. 

Missionary  conferences  are  those 
which  have  unique  mission  conditions 
because  of  regional,  ethnic  or  language 
considerations. 

Prior  to  the  National  Division's  vote 
on  the  proposal,  Bishop  Hae-Jong  Kim 
of  Rochester,  N.Y.  (New  York  West  Area) 


Total  funding  for  the  proposal 
was  estimated  at  $555,180.  In 
addition,  at  least  $65,745 
would  be  expended  from 
various  apportioned  funds. 


reviewed  the  proposal  for  elected  direc¬ 
tors  and  staff 

As  chair  of  the  National  Committee  on 
Korean-American  Ministries,  he  report¬ 
ed  that  there  are  233  Korean-American 
United  Methodist  congregations  and  fel¬ 
lowships  within  the  three  regions  pro¬ 
posed.  Of  this  number,  163  said  they 
would  join  the  proposed  missionary  con¬ 
ferences  (see  UMR  Oct.  20). 

Total  funding  for  the  proposal  was 
estimated  at  $555,180.  In  addition,  at 
least  $65,745  would  be  expended  from 
various  apportioned  funds. 

Following  Bishop  Kim's  report,  came 
testimony  from  members  of  the  National 
Association  of  Korean-American  United 
Methodist  Clergywomen.  They  contend¬ 
ed  that  the  proposal  needed  more  data 
involving  laity,  women,  young  adults, 
and  youths. 

In  addition,  the  clergywomen  said  the 
proposal  must  address  the  lack  of  “racial 
and  cultural  understanding  within  The 
United  Methodist  Church  and  be  more 
responsible  in  eliminating  prejudice 
experienced  by  first-generation  Korean 
pastors  in  their  ordination  process  and 
ministries." 

The  Rev.  Hakyoung  Cho  Kim,  presi¬ 


dent  of  the  clergywomen’s  group,  told  the 
National  Division  that  it  was  very  painful 
for  her  to  voice  these  concerns. 

"To  give  voice  against  the  proposal, 
we  are  voicing  against  our  brothers,  our 
fathers  and  our  sons."  said  Dr.  Kim,  asso¬ 
ciate  council  on  ministries  director  for  the 
South  Indiana  Annual  Conference. 

Following  the  testimony  for  and 
against  the  proposal,  Bishop  Donald  Ott 
(Michigan  Area)  asked  the  body  not  to 
support  the  plan.  He  said  a  year  ago,  when 
the  preliminary  plan  was  introduced,  he 
had  some  reservations. 

Bishop  Ott  said  it  was  clear  to  him  that 
all  the  issues  had  not  been  discussed.  In 
addition,  most  of  the  needs  of  Korean- 
American  United  Methodist  churches 
can  be  cared  for  within  the  church's  cur¬ 
rent  structure. 

After  the  vote  not  to  send  the  proposal 
to  the  1996  General  Conference  from  the 
global  mission  board.  Bishop  Kim 
thanked  the  National  Division  for  their 
careful  deliberations.  He  added  that  the 
decision  “had  lifted  a  heavy  burden"  off 
his  shoulders. 

“This  whole  proposal  was  not  for  sep¬ 
aration,"  Bishop  Kim  continued. 

“No  one  is  against  one  another.  We  are 
all  for  working  together. 

“We  have  heard  the  painful  voices  of 
some  of  our  Korean  brothers  and  sisters, 
and  I  want  to  share  with  you  my  grateful¬ 
ness.  In  all  of  the  things  you  have  said, 
you  are  right.  And  in  all  of  the  things  I 
have  said,  I  am  right." 

Dr.  Kim  later  told  the  Reporter  that 


although  the  proposal  did  not  receive  the 
National  Division’s  “stamp  of  approval.” 
it  may  still  find  its  way  before  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference. 

“The  proposal  may  still  come  from  the 


national  committee,  but  it  still  won't 
reflect  the  grassroots  members  of  our 
Korean  American  United  Methodist 
Churches,"  said  Dr.  Kim. 

“And  that's  our  point.” 
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United  Methodist  funds  go  to  hurricane  aid 

LYNN  HAVEN,  Fla— United  Methodist  laywoman  Nancy  Ross  (left)  sur¬ 
veys  the  destruction  caused  by  Hurricane  Opal  with  a  homeowner 
from  Lynn  Haven,  Fla.,  just  outside  Panama  City.  Ms.  Ross  is  coordina¬ 
tor  of  the  Marianna-Panama  City  District  Disaster  Response  Team  for 
the  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief.  United  Methodists  through¬ 
out  the  country  have  aided  persons  who  suffered  tremendous  loss  due 
to  hurricanes  in  the  Florida  Panhandle  and  the  Caribbean. 


Look  who's  85!  The  United 
Methodist  Church's  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  magazine,  New 
World  Outlook,  is  having  a  birthday. 
See  page  4. 


No  cowboy  can 
keep  this  ministry 
from  saddling  up.  See 
UMC  Upbeat  page  4. 


The  United  Methodist  Reporter's 
new  home  is  "sacred  space."  See 
editorial  —and  "Publisher's 
Notebook"  for  your  own  invite  to 
the  consecration—  on  page  2. 
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^ From  news  and  staff  reports 

MARCH  RESPONSE:  One 

day  following  the  Million  Man 
March  in  Washington,  D  C.,  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istry’s  National  Division  voted 
to  mobilize  Communities  of 
Shalom  to  meet  the  needs  artic¬ 
ulated  by  black  men  A  pilot 
project  is  expected  to  be  devel¬ 
oped  at  Mount  Calvary  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Harlem, 

N.Y.,  through  “Holy  Boldness,"  a 
new  urban  strategy  plan. 

TOWN  MEETING:  Alive 
town  meeting  via  satellite  to  pre¬ 
pare  United  Methodists  for  the 
1996  General  Conference  will  be 
held  at  2:30  p.m.  (EST).  Nov.  1 1. 
Sponsored  by  United  Methodist 
Communications,  the  program 
will  feature  United  Methodist 
leaders  who  will  answ  er  calls 
on  legislative  issues  of  the 
church.  To  register  a  downlink 
site,  call  (212)  870-3802. 

NEW  STAFF:  Louise  R.  Faw¬ 
cett  has  been  elected  assistant 
general  secretary  for  administra¬ 
tion  for  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  Women’s  Divi¬ 
sion.  Ms.  Fawcett  served  as  an 
executive  with  the  national 
YWCA  in  New  York. 

SERVANT  MINISTRY: 

“Covenant  to  the  People;  a  Light 
to  the  Nations"  is  the  theme  for 
the  United  Methodist  Black 
Community  Developers  train¬ 
ing  program,  Nov.  28-Dec.  2,  in 
Oakland,  Calif.  The  Rev.  John  W. 
Coleman,  Sr.,  of  Baltimore,  Md„ 
who  served  as  the  program's  first 
executive  director,  will  give  the 
keynote  address. 

MORE  MONEY:  The  agency 
responsible  for  educational  and 
ministerial  advocacy  in  United 
Methodist-related  institutions 
approved  a  $34  million  budget 
for  the  next  four  years.  However, 
the  General  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry  plans 
to  appeal  a  recommendation 
that  would  reduce  its  portion  of 
“fair-share”  support  from 
United  Methodists  from  a 
requested  $2 1 .4  million  to  a  rec 
ommended  $21.1  million. 


Houston  pastor  named 
'distinguished  evangelist' 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

The  pastor  of  United  Method¬ 
ism's  fastest-growing  African- 
American  mega-church  complex 
has  been  named  1995  Distin¬ 
guished  Evangelist  by  the  Foun¬ 
dation  for  Evangelism. 

This  year's  recognition  goes  to 
the  Rev.  KirbyjonCaldwell,  senior 
pastor  of  8,400-member  Windsor 
Village  United  Methodist  Church 
and  of  the  revitalized  St.  John’s 
United  Methodist  Church,  both  in 
Houston  (see  UMR.  Oct.  27).  • 

The  award  was  presented  Oct. 
28  at  the  Foundation’s  annual 
banquet  in  Lake  Junaluska.  N.C. 

Mr.  Caldwell  is  the  first 
African-American  to  be  honored 


Kirbyjon  Caldwell,  senior  pastor  of  Windsor 
Village  UMC  and  St.  John's  UMC  in  Houston,  is 
the  first  African-American  pastor  to  be  honored 
by  The  Foundation  for  Evangelism  based  in  Lake 
Junaluska,  N.C. 


by  the  foundation,  an  organization 
dedicated  to  supporting  Christian 
evangelism  and  based  in  Lake 
Junaluska,  N.C. 

Mr.  Caldwell,  who  often 
preaches  in  blue  jeans,  is  known 
for  inspirational  messages  geared 
toward  fortifying  his  predomi¬ 
nantly  African-American  congre¬ 
gation  to  face  contemporary  life 
issues  with  a  Christian  outlook. 

To  that  end,  Mr.  Caldwell  has 


Retired  pastor-professor 
gets  lifetime  recognition 


A  retired  United  Methodist 
clergyman  has  been  named  the 
first  recipient  of  a  lifetime  Distin¬ 
guished  Evangelist  award  from 
The  Foundation  for  Evangelism. 

The  Rev.  Lawrence  L.  Lacour 
of  Tulsa,  Okla.,  a  retired  member 
of  the  Oklahoma  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence,  was  honored  Oct.  28  for  “his 
long  and  remarkable  career”  in 
Christian  evangelism  and  educa¬ 
tion. 

His  award  was  presented  at  the 
annual  banquet  of  the  foundation 
held  at  its  headquarters  in  Lake 
Junaluska,  N.C. 

Dr.  Lacour  and  his  wife,  Mil¬ 
dred,  were  instrumental  in  the  re¬ 
establishment  of  Christian 
churches  in  Japan  during  and  after 
the  U.S.  occupation  following 
World  War  II.  From  1954  to  1959 
he  directed  a  cross-cultural  pro¬ 
ject  that  established  29  new  Chris¬ 
tian  churches  in  Japan. 

Later  he  served  with  the  late 
Harry  Denman,  renowned 
Methodist  lay  evangelist  during 
Denman's  tenure  at  the  then- 
Methodist  Church’s  General 
Board  of  Evangelism  in  Nashville. 

In  1967  Dr.  Lacour  accepted  an 
appointment  to  First  United 


Larry  Lacour,  aided 
by  his  wife  Mildred, 
was  instrumental  in  re¬ 
establishing  Christian 
churches  in  Japan  after 
World  War  II. 


Methodist  Church  of  Colorado 
Springs,  Colo.  With  more  than 
6,200  members  and  a  staff  of  39, 
the  church  was  then  the  largest- 
membership  church  in  the  West¬ 
ern  Jurisdiction. 

In  addition  Dr.  Lacour  has 
served  at  Boston  Avenue  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Tulsa  and  at 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Bartlesville,  Okla. 

Dr.  Lacour  was  professor  of 
preaching  and  worship  at  the 
School  of  Theology  and  Mission 
at  Oral  Roberts  University  in 
Tulsa. 

He  was  named  “professor  of 
the  year”  at  the  seminary  in  1980, 
1981  and  1990.  In  1992  the  entire 
university  conferred  on  him  the 
same  honor. 

-CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


led  Windsor  Village,  with  an  aver¬ 
age  weekly  attendance  of  about 
5,500,  to  specialize  in: 

■  Multiple  worship  services 
designed  to  meet  families'  busy 
lifestyles,  including  a  popular  Sat¬ 
urday  night  service  at  which  Mr. 
Caldwell  often  preaches  in  blue 
jeans  and  golf  shirt; 

■  An  accredited  elementary 
school  open  to  the  community; 

■  An  acclaimed  program  of 
both  vocal  and  instrumental  music; 

■  Fellowship  programs  for 
men,  women,  youths  and  chil¬ 
dren. 

Mr.  Caldwell  also  preaches  fre¬ 
quently  at  resurrected  St.  John’s 
UMC  in  downtown  Houston,  to 
which  Windsor  Village  members 
have  contributed. 

Under  the  on-site  direction  of 
lay  pastors  Rudy  and  Juanita  Ras¬ 
mus,  St.  John’s  UMC  has  gone 
from  a  dying  church  to  one  with 
an  average  1,250  worshipers 
weekly. 

Mr.  Caldwell  has  inspired  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Rasmus  to  adopt  a  simi¬ 
lar  casual,  upbeat  worship  style  as 
well  as  his  emphasis  on  outreach 
through  a  homeless  shelter  min¬ 
istry. 

Mr.  Caldwell  also  is  active  in 
the  Houston  community  and  in 
churchwide  leadership. 

He  is  a  director  of  25  civic  and 
religious  organizations  in  Houston. 
He  has  been  elected  three  times  as 
a  delegate  from  the  Texas  Annual 
Conference  to  General  Confer¬ 
ence,  The  United  Methodist 
Church's  highest  legislative  body. 


Peacemaking  bishop  goes 
'quietly  about  the  work 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

A  South  African  Methodist 
leader  named  last  week  to  receive 
the  1996  World  Methodist  Peace 
Award  is  a  man  whom  colleagues 
say  “quietly  gets  on  with  the 
work”  of  making  peace. 

Bishop  M.  Stanley  Mogoba  of 
the  Methodist  Church  of  Southern 
Africa  is  being  honored  as  “one 
who  stands  in  the  forefront  of  the 
Church's  challenge  to  the  system 
of  apartheid  and  its  results,"  stated 
the  announcement  from  officers  of 
the  World  Methodist  Council 
meeting  in  Cambridge,  England. 

Bishop  Mogoba  was  nominated 
for  the  honor  by  a  fellow  African, 
retired  Bishop  Lawi  Imathiu  of  the 
Methodist  Church  of  Kenya. 

Bishop  Imathiu  is  immediate 
past  president  of  the  World 
Methodist  Council  and  currently 


Ate  your  seniors  tired  of  p-  — 
owning  over  the  HUMP7  f  Jf  »  BN 
The  nlutioo—  15  passes  *  - 

ger  van  w/  an  aisle, 
raised  roof,  electric  step. 

Call  1-800-330-3622 
Tri-State  Van  &  Bus  Sales 


PEW  CUSHIONS 


stom  made  for  any  style  pew.  Fine  fabrics,  excellent  col- 
t.  competitively  priced  On  your  next  seating  project. 
nUct  Waggoners,  the  cushion  specialists' 

— write  or  call — 


Waggoners.  Inc. 

PO.  Box  1037  Hutchinson,  KS  67504 

NATIONWIDE  1-800-396-7555 


Bishop  M.  Stanley  Mogoba 

. .  .World  Methodist  Peace  honoree 

vice  president  of  development  for 
a  new  Methodist  University  under 
way  in  his  country. 

“Stanley  Mogoba  is  the  right 
person  to  receive  this  recognition 
now,”  Bishop  Imathiu  said  in  his 
nomination. 

The  award  cites  Bishop  Mogo¬ 
ba  for  qualities  of: 
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Are  you  traveling  to  Europe,  Russia  or 
Africa?  We  have  dramatically  reduced 
fares  on  one  of  the  world’s  largest  airlines. 

Call  our  Missionary  Fare  Desk  to  save 
hundreds  of  dollars. 
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85  years  of  a  'good  read' 

STAMFORD,  Conn.— The  General  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries  celebrated  the  85th  anniversary  of  its  mission  mag¬ 
azine,  New  World  Outlook,  during  its  recent  annual  meet¬ 
ing.  Leading  the  celebration  were  Alma  Graham  (left), 
the  magazine's  editor,  and  the  Rev.  Steven  Goldstein, 
executive  secretary  for  field  interpretation. 


Tragic  fire  can't  keep  this 
ministry  from  saddling  up 


Staff  minister  named 

The  Rev.  Charles  G.  Turk- 
ington  of  Lake  Junaluska, 
N.C.,  has  been  named  a  staff 
minister  of  the  United 
Methodist-related  Foundation 
for  Evangelism.  He  is  a  retired 
clergy  member  of  the  Ken¬ 
tucky  Annual  Conference. 


They’re  still  saddling  up  at 
Foxview  Manor  in  Pennsylvania 
despite  damages  from  an  August 
fire  that  destroyed  the  main  bam, 
killed  nine  specially  trained  hors¬ 
es  and  burned  several  carts  for 
wheelchair  users. 

The  ministry — supported  by 
volunteers,  individuals,  churches 
and  civic  organizations — teaches 
mentally  and  physically  chal¬ 
lenged  children  and  teens  how  to 
ride  horses.  The  goal  is  to  build 
the  children’s  self-image  and  to 
improve  their  coordination. 

Foxview  Manor,  located  on  the 
Allegheny  River  near  Foxburg, 
Pa.,  was  founded  by  the  Rev.  Dale 
Livermore,  a  United  Methodist 
minister,  and  his  wife  Martha,  a 
registered  nurse. 

The  ministry  was  profiled  in  a 
recent  issue  of  the  Western  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Annual  Conference  edi¬ 
tion  of  The  United  Methodist 
Review,  a  sister  publication  of  The 
United  Methodist  Reporter. 


UMC 

Upbeat 


People  in  the  United  Methodist 
Houston-based  Texas  regional 
annual  conference  who  seek  to 
enter  ministries  of  service  are  eli¬ 
gible  for  grants  that  honor  a  dis¬ 
tinguished  churchman. 

The  Woodrow  Seals  Scholar¬ 
ship  Fund  has  been  established  to 
provide  aid  for  those  in  the  Texas 
conference  studying  to  become 
“diaconal  ministers.”  This  identi¬ 
fies  lay  church  professionals 
engaged  in  ministries  of  service 
such  as  music  and  education. 

The  scholarship  memorializes 
the  late  U.S.  District  Judge 
Woodrow  Seals  of  Houston.  He 
was  a  longtime  United  Methodist 
leader  in  lay  ministries. 

Send  your  good  news  to  "UMC 
Upbeat/'  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas 
TX  75266  0275. 


I  Consistency  in  never  advo¬ 
cating  violence  or  taking  sides  for 
“either  African  or  white  people, 
tribes  or  political  parties”  in  the 
struggle  against  apartheid; 

■  Courage  in  seeking  recon¬ 
ciliation  in  meetings  with  former 
state  presidents  P.W.  Botha  and 
F.W.  De  Klerk  and  with  current 
State  President  Nelson  Mandela, 
and  for  his  service  on  South 
Africa’s  National  Committee  for 
Reconciliation; 

■  Creativity  in  his  decision  to 
work  in  the  churches  of  South 
Africa  as  a  Christian  leader  to 
seek  a  way  forward  after  decades 
of  racial  separation  in  his  nation. 

A  public  example  of  Bishop 
Mogoba’s  efforts  occurred  in 
1993.  Then  he  brokered  the  first 
face-to-face  meeting  between 
Nelson  Mandela,  then  president 
of  the  African  National  Congress, 
and  Zulu  Chief  Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi  of  the  Inkatha  Freedom 
Party  when  tensions  between  their 
respective  ethnic  groups  were 
exceptionally  high. 

Bishop  Mogoba  continues  to 
perform  an  ongoing  role  in  defus¬ 
ing  tensions  in  his  native  KwaZu¬ 
lu/Natal  province  between  the 
ANC  and  Inkatha,  reported  Ruth 
Coggins,  information  officer  of 
the  Methodist  Church  of  Southern 
Africa. 

Another  colleague,  the  Rev. 
Vivian  W.  Harris  characterized 
the  peacemaker's  efforts: 

“What  he  does  is  never  accom¬ 
panied  by  fanfares  of  trumpets. 
He  achieves  an  incredible  amount 
of  peace  in  this  land  and  beyond. 

“While  others  are  posturing,  he 
quietly  gets  on  with  the  work.” 

At  a  date  to  be  set  in  early 
1 996,  Bishop  Mogoba  will  be  pre¬ 
sented  the  award  by  the  Rev.  Don¬ 
ald  English,  1991-96  president  of 
the  World  Methodist  Council,  and 
the  Rev.  Joe  Hale,  chief  executive 
of  the  council  based  in  Lake 
Junaluska,  N.C. 

The  World  Methodist  Peace 
Award  was  inaugurated  in  1976. 
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FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDREN’S  ministries. 
Vmeville  UMC,  a  dynamic  church  of  2100  members, 
seeks  Director  of  Children’s  Ministries.  Degree,  expe¬ 
rience,  positive  attitude  and  outgoing  personality 
required.  Send  resume  to:  Senior  Minister,  2045 
Vineville  Avenue,  Macon,  GA31204  (912)  745-3331 


Classified 


WALK  WITH  WESLEY.  Leam  more  about  your 
Methodist  heritage  when  you  travel  to  England, 
Depart  Spring/Summer  1996.  11 -day  trip  starts  at 
$1 ,798.  Clergy  scholarships  available.  Call  Bruce 
at  t -800-247-001 7.  


SEEKING  PROGRAM  DIRECTOR.  1200+  member 
United  Methodist  church  seeks  Program  Director 
applicants  to  continue  and  expand  established  pro¬ 
gram.  Position  available  immediately.  City  of  28,000 
across  from  Evansville,  In,  Salary  negotiable.  Send 
resumes  to:  First  UMC,  Attn:  PPRC,  Box  492, 
Henderson,  KY  42420.  (502)  827-9831.  All  resumes 
rill  be  promptly  acknowledged. 


FLEXIBLE  RETIRED  COUPLE  who  like  working  with 
people  to  be  watchpersons  at  Mount  Wesley 
Conference  Center,  Kenville,  TX.  Coordinate  volun¬ 
teer  work  projects,  serve  as  after  hours  point  of  con¬ 
tact,  do  odd  jobs  and  provide  “extra  hands"  during 
peak  times.  No  salary  but  free  semi-fumished  house, 
utilities,  and  meals  wnen  available.  Six  month  renew¬ 
able  contract.  Write:  610  Methodist  Encampment 
Rd„  Kenville,  TX  78028  or  call  (210)  895-5700. 


EVANSVILLE.  IN  TRINITY  UMC  SEEKS  full-time 
Director  of  Christian  Education  and  Youth  Ministries 
for  downtown  church  400+  members.  We  seek  a 
motivated  individual  to  develop  our  Christian  educa¬ 
tion  and  youth  programs  to  include  city-wide  partict- 
ition.  Interested  applicants  should  possess  a  col- 
_ge  degree.  Experience  preferred.  Compensation 
package  negotiable.  Send  inquiries  fo:  Search 
Committee,  Trinity  UMC,  216  SE  Third  St., 
Evansville,  IN  47713,  Telephone  (812)  423-4495, 


STEP  INTO  THE  LAND  OF  THE  BIBLE  unequaled 
ministry-enhancing  travel  program.  Lectures  by 
qualified  scholars.  Top  Christian  not-lor  profit  com¬ 
pany  takes  more  pilgrims  to  Holy  Land  than  any 
other  company.  Depart  November-March  1996. 
10-day  trip  starts  at  $1,448.  Clergy  scholarships 
available.  Call  Bruce  at  1-800-929-5327. 


FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  Ministries 
immediately  for  a  growing,  suburban  church  of  3600 
plus.  Must  nave  a  vision  for  youth  ministry  within  the 
comprehensive  program  of  the  church.  Priority 
placed  on  demonstrated  experience  and  effective¬ 
ness  in  working  with  youth  groups.  Send  resume, 
references,  and  salary  requirements  to:  Rev.  James 
McPhail,  Sr  Pastor,  Klein  United  Methodist  Church, 
5920  F.M.  2920,  Spring,  TX  77388.  Phone  (713) 
353-8202.  Fax  (713)  353-5073. 


ESTES  PARK,  COLORADO.  ALL  NEW,  two  bed¬ 
room  cottages  along  the  river,  with  fireplaces, 
decks,  and  kitchens.  Open  year-round.  Mountain 
Haven  Inn  and  Cottages.  (970)  586-2864. 


VISITING  NASHVILLE?  WORSHIP  at  historic 
McKendree  UMC,  downtown.  Sunday  8:30,  11:00 
a.m.,  6:30  p.m.  Thursday  noon  luncheon,  Wednesday 
5:45  p.m.  523  Church  Street,  (615)  271-2600. 


DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  for  large 
Methodist  church  on  the  Central  Florida  coast, 
average  attendance  900.  College  degree  and  3 
years  experience  required.  Responsible  for  entire 
youth  ministries  of  church  and  training  and  equip- 
of  adult  volunteer  group.  (407)  267-7922  for 
'lovember  15  deadline. 


MINISTER  OF  YOUTH.  FULL-TIME  position  in  lam- 

ily-oriented  community.  Germantown  United 
Methodist  seeks  high-energy,  creative  individual  to 
plan,  organize  and  implement  comprehensive 
church  youth  programs  for  grades  7-12. 
Responsible  for  United  Methodist  Youth  Fellowship, 
Sunday  School,  Youth  Misisons  Outreach,  and  Bible 
Studies.  Additional  duties  include  recruitment,  train¬ 
ing,  and  supervision  of  volunteer  staff  as  well  as  the 
opportunity  to  develop  new  programs  Priority 
placed  on  demonstrated  experience  and  effective¬ 
ness  in  working  with  youth  groups.  A  college  degree 
is  required.  Position  reports  directly  to  the  lead  pas¬ 
tor  and  we  offer  a  competitive  salary  and  benefits 
package.  We  invite  resumes  and  references  from 
those  looking  for  an  opportunity  to  expand  upon  our 
church's  tradition  of  providing  dynamic  programming 
for  our  youth.  Please  contact:  Mr.  Bob  Land, 
Germantown  United  Methodist  Church,  2331 
Germantown  Road,  South,  Germantown,  TN  38138- 
5943,  (901)  754-7216.  Fax  (901)  753-3112. 


FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  Ministries 
sought  by  1750-member  United  Methodist  Church 
serving  the  Texas  A&M  University  and  averaging 
900  in  worship.  Church  seeks  an  enthusiastic  and 
visionary  leader  who  dreams  of  creating  an  exciting, 
cutting  edge  music  ministry  for  today’s  church, 
Bachelors  degree  in  music  required,  with  master's 
degree  and/or  advanced  study  preferred.  Applicants 
should  demonstrate  gifts  in  personnel  recruiting  and 
choir  building,  initiative  and  creativity  in  program¬ 
ming,  and  the  ability  to  produce  music  relevant  to 
university  students  and  other  campus  constituents. 
United  Methodist  background  not  a  requirement. 
Church  is  willing  to  offer  competitive  and  creative 
compensation  package  commensurate  with  experi¬ 
ence,  passion,  and  ability.  Detailed  ministry  and 
position  profile  available  upon  request.  For  profile  or 
more  information,  contact:  Search  Committee,  do 
Rev.  Charles  Anderson,  A&M  United  Methodist 
Church,  417  University,  College  Station,  TX  77840- 
1375.  Phone:  (409)  846-8731 


EDUCATIONAL  TRAVEL-STUDY  MINISTRY  seek¬ 
ing  Regional  Directors  for  states  of:  MN,  N.  CA.  Part- 
time  income  and  travel  benefits.  Contact:  Kristine, 
Educational  Opportunities:  1-800-929-5327. 


PLEASE  HELP  ABUSED,  NEGLECTED  and  aban¬ 
doned  children.  The  Children's  Home  of  Wyoming 
Conference  (founded  1913),  1182  Chenango  Street, 
Binghamton,  New  York  13901  (non  profit  United 
Methodist  affiliated  child  care  home)  is  accepting 
donations  of  cars,  real  estate,  stamps,  coins, 
antiques,  stocks,  bonds,  insurance  policies,  etc.  We 
will  provide  IRS  letter  of  donation,  Contact:  Norman 
Sweeney,  Development  Office  at  1-800-772-6904. 


COLLEGE  DEGREE/HOME  STUDY,  Save  $$. 
Catalog  $1.00.  Christian  Bible  College,  Station 
Square,  Suite  227,  Rocky  ML,  NC  27804.  (919)  442- 
1211.  (accredited).  


AMERICAN  ASSOCIATION  OF  FAMILY 
Counselors-  offering  counselor  certification, 
newsletter.  New  members:  free  counseling  tape. 
AAFC,  Box  836,  Graham,  TX  76450. 


BUYING  COINS,  COIN  COLLECTIONS. 
Accumulations,  estates.  Methodist  investor  with  quiet 
confidential  cash  will  travel  Southwest  and  negotiate 
any  collection.  Bank  and  legal  references.  Box  808, 
Fulton,  TX  78358. 


JOURNEYS  OF  PAUL.  Leam  about  the  early  church 
and  the  ministry  of  Paul  when  you  travel  in  his  foot¬ 
steps  to  Greece  or  Turkey.  Depart  Summer/Fall 
19%.  10-day  tnp  starts  at  $1,698.  Clergy  scholar- 
ships  available.  Call  Bruce  at  1-800-247-0017. 


EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  UNITED  Methodist 
Neighborhood  Services  Center.  Master's  degree  in 
social  sciences  or  business  management.  Salary 
negotiable.  Deadline  11/18.  Send  to:  Mr.  Robert 
Sharge^42^o^er^lreet^hiladelghia^A1911^ 


VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS?  WORSHIP  at  First 

Methodist,  3401  Canal  Street.  Dr.  Ken  Jones,  pas¬ 
tor.  Classes:  10:00  a.m.  Worship:  11:00  a.m.  (504) 
488-0856. 


EXPERIENCED  FULL-TIME  Youth/Young  Adult 
Minister  for  2000+  membership  church.  Create  and 
administer  ministry  programs  that  lead  youth/young 
adults  in  fellowship,  worship,  evangelism,  and  disci- 
plesbip  in  the  Chnstian  faith.  Send  resume  and  min¬ 
istry  goals  to:  Fax:  (813)  937-3271,  ext.  27  or  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  1336,  Tarpon 
Springs,  FL  34688,  Attn:  Pastor  Herbert  Lange. 


NO  ACCOMPANIST?  SING  YOUR  favorite  hymns 
in  worship  or  at  home.  Instrumental  accompaniment 
for  90  best  known  hymns  on  6-tape  cassette  sets. 
Choose  piano  or  organ.  Word  book  included,  but 
can  be  used  with  your  hymnal.  Makes  an  excellent 
gift.  $38.95  plus  shipping.  1-800-728-0573. 


GRAND  EUROPE.  Explore  7  of  Europe's  most 
acclaimed  countries.  Visit  London,  Paris,  Amsterdam, 
Cologne,  Rhine  Cruise,  Heidelburg,  Munich,  Salzburg, 
Innsbruck,  Liechtenstein,  Lucerne,  Zurich.  Depart 
Summer  19%.  14-day  trip  starts  at  $2,5%.  Clergy 
scholarships  available.  Cali  Bruce  at  1-800-247-0017. 


WE  BUY  AND  SELL  CHURCH  VANS  and  buses. 
We  specialize  in  used  15  passenger  vans.  Trinity 
Transportation,  1-800-295-0390. 


DO  YOU  WANT  TO  ADOPT  A  BABY?  Methodist 
Mission  Home,  San  Antonio.  Now  accepting  appli¬ 
cations.  Texas  and  New  Mexico  residents  call 
(210)  696-7021  for  information. 


PLANNING  FOR  RETIREMENT.  Let  us  show  you 
a  beautiful  three  bedroom  five  bath,  fireplace, 
attached  two  car  garage  and  all  the  amenities  you 
dream  of-  a  separate  tnree  stall  garage  with  office- 
landscaped,  ready  to  move  into.  Located  east  of 
Huntsville,  Texas  in  Waterwood.  Call  United 
Methodist  Foundation,  Houston,  TX.  1-800-521 
9617  or  (713)  521-9383. 


ORGANIST  POSITION  AVAILABLE.  Position 
available  January  1996  at  750-member  Methodist 
Church  in  southwest  Houston.  Organ  is  3  manual 
Allen  model  6000.  Responsibilities  include  11:00 
a.m.  service  (with  option  to  play  keyboard  at  8:45 
a.m.  sen/ice).  Salary  and  benefits  commensurate 
with  experience.  Send  resume  to:  Music  Search 
Committee,  5501  Beechnut,  Houston,  TX  770%. 
Fax:  (713)  666-2349.  Phone:  (713)  666-2175. 


PIPE  ORGANIST  NEEDED  FOR  A  1280-member, 
suburban  church.  Part-time  (Wednesda* 

Sunday  morning).  Salary  negotiable.  Pi 
resume  to:  Dr.  Carol  Farrar,  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  505  W.  Marvin,  Waxahachie,  TX  75165. 
Fax:  (214)  923-2311.  Telephone:  (214)  937-4400, 


FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  AND  Young 

Adult  Ministries  for  a  strong  family-oriented  1600- 
member  church  in  the  Orlando.  Florida  area. 
Bachelor's  degree  and  experience  in  youth  ministry 
required.  Certification  and/or  training  in  youth  min¬ 
istries  is  preferred.  Responsible  for  comprehensive 
youth  and  young  adult  ministry.  Salary  is  commen¬ 
surate  with  experience  and  training.  Send  resume 
to:  Paul  Dickinson,  Asbury  United  Methodjst  Church, 
Maitland, 


220  West  Horatio  Ave., 


I,  FL  32751. 


YOUTH  MINISTER  FOR  LARGE  evangelical  UMC, 
suburban  Houston.  Minimum:  evangelical,  B.A., 
experience,  dynamic,  references.  Desired:  musical 
skills.  Salary,  housing,  full  benefits.  Resume:  Foundry 
UMC,  8350  Jones  Road,  Houston,  TX  77065.  Fax: 
(713)  937-9418.  Phone:  (713)  937-9388. 


FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  Ministries  need¬ 
ed  for  growing,  strongly  evangelical  church.  Plan, 
coordinate,  supervise  entire  music  program-  contem¬ 
porary  and  traditional.  Vocal  skills  necessary. 
Salary/benefits  $25,000-$30,000  depending  on 
experience.  Resume  and  3  references  by  December 
8  to:  St.  Stephen's  UMC.  4601  Juan  Tabo  NE, 
Albu^uergue^^TIHTajG^OS^^^^ 
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Retreat  center 


As  each  day  goes  by  the 
dream  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Retreat  Center 
comes  closer  to  reality.  Work 
continues  not  only  on  the  site 
but  around  the  state  as  prepara¬ 
tions  are  made  for  furnishing, 
and  operating  the  center. 

The  Retreat  Center  Com¬ 
mittee  is  advertising  to  fill  the 
position  of  Director/  Marketing 
Manager  of  the  center. 
Interested  parties  should  send 
their  resumes  to  Dr,  Odell 
Simmons,  3300  Eton  Street,  New 
Orleans,  LA  70131.  The  salary 
will  be  based  on  experience  and 
qualification.  E.O.E.  The 
responsibilities  for  this  position 


will  begin  in  the  spring  of  1996. 

Work  crews  on  the  site  are 
working  hard  to  get  up  walls  and 
roofs  so  that  work  will  not  be 
delayed  by  rain.  The  adjoining 
pictures  show  the  progress  on 
the  site. 
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The  construction  site  continues  to  move  forward,  in  the  background 
on  the  right  is  the  multipurpose  building.  In  the  foreground  are 
cement  blocks  which  will  be  used  to  construct  the  lodges  on  the  right. 


Annual  Conference  supply¬ 
ing  tax  information  packet 


On  July  31,  1995  the  Fourth 
District  U.S.  Court  of  Appeals 
upheld  a  tax  court  ruling  that  the 
Rev.  Michael  D.  Weber  of 
Stonewall,  N.C.,  is  an  employee 
of  The  United  Methodist  Church. 
This  ruling  has  implications  for 
all  UM  ministers  and  churches. 

Most  UM  Ministers  have 
been  filing  taxes  as  self- 
employed  in  order  to  claim  min¬ 
isterial  expense  not  reimbursed 
by  the  church.  The  tax  courts’ 
opposition,  to  filing  in  this  man¬ 
ner,  rested  in  three  areas:  1) 
ministers  are  subject  to  supervi¬ 
sion  and  assignment  on  a  perma¬ 
nent  basis  by  church  officials,  2) 
ministers  are  not  required  to 
invest  in  their  office,  and  3) 
ministers’  salaries  are  fixed  by 
the  church  and  they  cannot  vol¬ 
untarily  increase  their  profit. 

In  an  effort  to  educate  and 
guide  churches  and  ministers, 
the  General  Council  on  Finance 
and  Administration  prepared 


guidelines.  This  information 
was  reviewed  in  September  at 
the  yearly  meeting  of  annual 
conference  treasurers  and  will 
be  available  to  clergy  and 
churches  soon  through  the 
District  Superintendents. 

These  packets  will  give  cler¬ 
gy  and  local  church  finance  offi¬ 
cers  guidance  on  how  they  need 
to  respond  to  the  Weber  Case 
impact.  It  covers  the  following 
areas:  questions  on  clergy  taxes 
and  political  issues,  accountable 
reimbursement  policy,  tax 
reporting  requirements,  filing 
requirements  and  includes  sam¬ 
ple  forms  (941  and  W-2.) 

Clergy  should  duplicate  and 
share  packet  information  with 
their  Treasurers  and  Finance 
Chairperson.  Sample  forms  for 
Accountable  Reimbursement 
and  Housing  Allowance 
Programs  are  available  from  Dr. 
Stone  Caraway’s  office 
(504)346-1646. 


LA  Clergyman  runner-up 
for  Circuit  Rider  award 


Rev.  Thomas  Howe  of  FUMC, 
Minden,  formerly  pastor  of 
Cornerstone  UMC,  New  Orleans, 
was  named  one  of  the  eight  run¬ 
ners-up  for  the  Circuit  Rider 
Award.  This  award,  presented  by 
the  General  Board  of  Publication, 
recognizes  leadership  in  creating 
local  church  growth,  whether  in 
numbers  or  in  vitality. 


Rev.  Howe  was  pastor  of 
Cornerstone  from  1991  to  1995. 
In  that  time  Cornerstone  UMC, 
a  multi-cultural  congregation, 
faced  many  obstacles.  The 
greatest  adversities  were  almost 
losing  their  facilities  and  learn¬ 
ing  how  to  worship  and  work 
together  as  God’s  people. 

"It  is  a  church  for  all  people 


who  want  to  be  in  ministry  to  all 
people,”  Rev.  Howe  said. 
“They  had  a  vision  like  no  other 
church  I've  ever  pastored.”  The 
people  of  Cornerstone  laid  aside 
their  varied  traditional  worship 
styles  and  ideals.  They  learned 
to  combine  the  best  of  all  that 
the  members  had  to  offer.  The 
church  has  been  involved  in 
many  projects  to  aid  the  city  and 
area  surrounding  their  church. 

Howe  credits  the  success  of 
blending  the  church  on  the  prin¬ 
ciple  that  worship  centers  on 
worship  of  God.  Political  and 
social  issues  are  still  addressed 
by  the  church  but  outside  the 
worship  arena. 

This  honor  was  not  the  only 
one  given  to  Cornerstone  and 
Rev.  Howe  for  their  work  and 
vison.  The  State  of  Louisiana 
.through  Representative  Cynthia 
Willard-Lewis,  named  Rev. 
Howe  Honorary  State  Repre¬ 
sentative.  The  City  of  New 
Orleans,  through  Councilperson 
Helen  Hazuer,  issued  a  procla¬ 
mation  to  commend  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  Cornerstone  UMC  for 
the  work  they  had  accomplished 
which  aided  in  bringing  together 
the  people  of  the  city. 


work  continues 


A  close-up  of  the  multi-purpose  building  shows  the  amount  of  work 
completed  on  this  building. 


Sager-Brown  News 


by  Sarah  Schoeffler,  Director 

UMCOR  Training/Depot 

Sager- Brown  Center  for 
Enabling  Ministries  has  become 
UMCOR’S  International  Center 
for  Training.  The  center  just 
hosted  their  first  International 
Disaster  Coordinators  Training 
with  Bishop  Makonde  of  Kenya, 
coordinators  from  Burundi,  the 
Philippines  and  conferences 
throughout  the  United  States.  It 
is  exciting  and  impressive  to  be 
a  part  The  United  Methodist 
Church  in  action. 

Completion  of  the  UMCOR 
Depot  is  scheduled  for  mid- 
December.  Its  size  is  awesome. 
The  depot  will  be  the  Church’s 
response  center  to  serve  emer¬ 
gency  situations,  on-going  pro¬ 
jects  and  developmental  needs 
WORLD  WIDE!  It  will  be  the 
only  one  of  its  kind,  and  it’s 
located  in  our  conference. 

With  the  designation  of  the 
depot,  this  Conference  has  been 
given  charge  over  an  enormous 
Ministry.  After  completion,  the 
center  will  need  a  tremendous 
number  of  volunteers  to  help 
receive,  sort  and  send  the  mate¬ 
rial  resources  sent  to  the  depot. 


!  Local  churches  will  play  an 
important  role  in  responding 
when  an  appeal  for  goods  is  sent 
out.  Keep  tuned  into  us,  the  time 
will  be  coming  up  soon. 

LA  Volunteer  Opportunities 

Volunteers  In  Mission  train- 

ing  at  the  end  of  October  was  a 
success!  We  had  over  70  people 
attend  the  two-day  session. 

Sager-Brown  is  also  in  mis¬ 
sion  to  the  communities  around 
the  center.  It  is  in  the  process  of 
developing  an  After-School 
Resource  Center  for  children  in 
grades  3-12.  Volunteer  opportu¬ 
nities  are  available  for  those 
who  are  interested. 

Christmas  is  coming.  Many 
families  need  to  be  adopted  by 
those  of  you  who  would  like  to 
share  Christ’s  love. 

Construction  volunteers  are 
need  ed  for  housing  rehabilita¬ 
tion  to  substandard  homes  and 
the  conversion  of  Peck  Hall 
Dorm  into  efficiency  apartments. 
This  conversion  will  allow  the 
center  to  provide  housing  for 
long-term  volunteers. 

We  need  your  help. For  more 
information,  contact  Sue  Pugh 
at  (3 18)  923-4702 


A 


Local 
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Acadlana 

NOV  19  Lafayette  Churches  Thanksgiving  Service,  Immanuel  UMC,  4  pm 

Baton  Rouge 

.  NOV  10-11  Deerford,  Zachary,  Christmas  in  the  Country  Bazaar,  9  am  -4  pm, 
(504)775-4426 

Monroe 

DEC  3  Northeast  Campus  Ministry  -  Art,  Culture  &  Theology,  6  pm,  Lanette 
Spillers  (318)343-2944 

New  Orleans 

NOV  12  Mount  Zion,  NO,  Annual  Women  s  Day  Service,  1 1  am,  (504)895-61 10 
NOV  13  Methodist  Hospital  Auxiliary  Fashion  Show,  Fairmont  Hotel,  11  am 
(504)244-5100 

NOV  30  4th  Annual  World  AIDS  day  Community  Interfaith  memorial  Service,  First 

Unitarian  Universalist  Church,  7  30  pm,  sponsored  by  RAIN,  (504)523-3755 

North  Shore 

DEC  10  Live  Oak,  Watson.  Country  Christmas  Home  Tour,  2  -  5  pm.  (504)6644801 


•  LOCAL  CHURCH  CALENDAR  is  a  feature  published  on  or  around  the  15th  of  each  month  for 
the  purpose  of  informing  others  in  the  conference  of  events  which  they  may  wish  to  attend 
The  events  will  be  listed  by  district  Please  use  these  guidelines  when  sending  in  information 
for  the  calendar 

Give  date  church,  name  of  event,  times,  and  phone  number  for  further  information 
L  *  Send  in  only  dates  that  you  would  normally  publicize  to  the  public 

Calendar 


The 

Journey 
back  to 
Church 


Bishop  William  B.  Oden 


As  you  know,  reading  is  almost 
an  addiction  for  me.  I  use  books  the  way  some  people  use 
drugs.  Books  feed  my  soul  and  thrust  me  into  a  land  of 
thought,  dreams,  and  imagination. 

One  book  in  which  my  spirit  has  recently  been  immersed, 
is  a  book  by  Gary  Dorsey.  The  title  is  CONGREGATION: 
The  Journey  Back  to  Church.  This  is  not  a  religious  book  in 
the  narrow  sense.  It  is  the  story  of  a  secular  journalist  who 
moves  to  Windsor,  Connecticut  and  because  of  struggles  in 
his  own  life,  he  decides  to  become  part  of  the  Windsor  First 
Church.  He  came  to  Connecticut  to  “settle  down”  with  a  sec¬ 
ond  marriage  and  a  new  job.  He  acknowledges  that  at  differ¬ 
ent  times  in  his  life,  he  had  attended  church  as  a  “bom  and 
baptized  protestant.”  His  journey  included  agnosticism,  mys¬ 
ticism,  self-actualization,  individuation,  joining  the  Quakers, 
opting  out,  and  participating  in  many  facets  of  the  “American 
Psycho-religious  carnival.”  Yet,  through  a  tragic  and  comical 
process,  the  author  ends  up  in  this  very  traditional,  very  typi¬ 
cal  church  on  a  town  square  in  New  England. 

The  author  shares  the  story  of  the  church,  its  members,  its 
problems,  and  its  celebrations  in  a  beautiful  way  and  also 
tells  the  story  of  a  resurrection  process  in  the  daily  routines  of 
his  own  life.  There  are  two  images  in  the  book  that  will  be 
with  me  for  a  long  time.  The  first  is  from  a  trip  that  several 
members  of  the  church,  including  our  author,  took  back  to 
England  seeking  to  trace  the  roots  of  their  church  to  their 
beginning.  They  were  visiting  in  the  English  parish  of  St. 
German  where  those  sturdy  Puritans  came  from  in  their  pas¬ 
sage  to  the  new  continent.  In  England,  they  found  a  church 
that  was  almost  closed,  had  very  little  life,  and  a  pastor  who 
gave  them  the  following  speech:  “We  have  perhaps  8,000  .  . . 
in  this  parish  .  .  .  but  on  Sundays  we  are  lucky  to  draw  a  crowd 
of  40  to  church  services.  .  .  .  This  is  common  throughout 
England.  Only  3%  of  the  population  attend  church  anymore. 
Within  the  institution  we’re  divided  by  factions,  controversies 
about  language  and  power  and  traditions.  Outside  the  church, 
people  still  use  the  word  Jesus,  but  mostly  as  a  swear.  Those 
who  have  picked  up  a  bit  of  the  Christian  story  consider  them¬ 
selves  inoculated  and  think  they  no  longer  need  us.  And  yet 
here  we  are  an  important  part  of  the  British  landscape,  a  signif¬ 
icant  slice  of  the  tourist  industry,  a  formerly  wealthy  and  pow¬ 
erful  force  and,  ironically,  now  considered  a  bit  of  history,  an 
absent  anachronism.  ” 

The  discouraged  vicar  ended  his  lament  with  the  following 
words,  “I  trust  First  Church  is  a  place  alive  in  faith  and  in  the 
hope  of  Christ . . .  Pray  for  us.  Won 't  you  pray  for  Britain  ?’’ 

Our  author  is  surprised  at  the  strength  of  the  American 
church  compared  with  Britain.  He  concluded  by  affirming 
the  village  church  that  has  come  to  mean  so  much  for  him. 
He  speaks  of  the  members  who  spend  their  time  in  daydreams. 
They  have  visions,  suffer  silences,  sing  songs,  dance,  laugh, 
practice,  and  forget  to  hope.  They  curse  and  tell  stories.  They 
go  round  and  round.  Their  life  is  made  of  that  raw  material  of 
daily  tasks — a  steady  attention  to  the  quality  of  life  they  create 
as  well  as  seek.  Knowing  the  needs  of  others — insisting  not  on 
a  rigid  schedule  of  disciplines,  but  offering  a  balance  of  activi¬ 
ties — encouraging  constancy,  patience,  scripture  reading,  wise 
direction,  bread-baking,  communion,  money-raising,  service. 
The  church  is  a  tenacious  institution.  One  generation ’s  vision 
is  the  next  one’s  tradition.  The  next  one’s  problem  to  be 
resolved. 

The  author  then  concludes  that  it  was  there  that  he  found 
his  harbor  place  and  where  he  once  again  “experienced  the 
miracles  of  wonder.” 


IN  MEMORIAM 

Our  prayers  go  to  the  family 
and  friends  of  Rev.  Donald 
Barrie  who  died  October  24, 
1995.  Rev.  Barrie,  73,  is  sur¬ 
vived  by  his  wife  Dorothy  S. 
Barrie;  children,  Donald  Barrie, 
Jr.,  Ronald  Barrie,  Alvin  Barrie, 
Herman  Barrie,  Mary  Ann 
Ursin,  Dorothy  Jackson,  Gloria 
Anderson  and  Tammy  Phillips; 
11  grandchildren;  two  great¬ 
grandchildren  and  many  other 
relatives  and  friends. 

Funeral  services  were  held 
Saturday,  October  28,  1995  at 
St.  James  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Convent,  LA. 

(Ju  CTD  CTO 


We  also  remember  Mrs.  Rita 
Beth  Schwendimann,  wife  of 
retired  minister.  Fred  W. 
Schwendimann.  Mrs. 

Schwendimann,  78,  died 
October  27,  1995.  She  is  sur¬ 
vived  by  her  husband.  Rev. 
Schwendimann  and  two  sons; 
Fred  W.  Schwendimann,  III  and 
Dr.  Robert  N.  Schwendimann. 

Funeral  services  were  held 
Monday.  October  30,  1995  at 
Noel  Memorial  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Shreveport, 


yielded  lu  Increase: 
God  our  God. 
ha*  blessed  us." 

Psalm  114 


Faith  forum 


The  United  Methodist 

REPORTER 


NOVEMBER  10,  1995 


Reasoning  together  still  best  way 
to  counter  angry  or  untrue  words 


Like  a  double-edged  sword, 
angry  words  can  cut  both  ways. 

Directors  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church's  official  com¬ 
munications  agency,  the  General 
Commission  on  Communica¬ 
tions,  recently  showed  that  they 
understand  the  risk  of  angry 
words  by  avoiding  some  public 
name-calling  involving  an  orga¬ 
nization  outside  the  church. 

In  her  annual  report  to  her 
elected  directors,  the  commis¬ 
sion's  chief  executive  officer 
acknowledged  that  she  had  been 
angered  by  some  inaccurate 
reporting  issued  by  the  Washing- 
ion-based  Institute  for  Religion 
and  Democracy. 

She  contended  that  such  unpro¬ 
fessional  journalism  had  been 
damaging  to  many  segments  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church. 

“I  don't  wake  up  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  looking  for  a  fight,”  she  con¬ 
tinued,  "but  in  my  year  on  the  job 
I  have  to  tell  you  I'm  saddened  by 
the  ugly  attacks  on  our  church  and 
some  of  our  leaders. 

"Research  has  revealed  that  the 
Institute  for  Religion  and  Democ¬ 
racy,  for  example — they  are  one 
of  the  more  active  groups — gets 


Editorial 


some  80  percent  of  its  funding 
from  four  foundations  with  con¬ 
servative  political  agendas. . . 

We  find  an  incongruity  in  these 
statements.  If  one  is  not  "looking 
for  a  fight,”  one  does  not  normal¬ 
ly  call  people  or  organizations 
critically  by  name  in  an  open 
forum  in  the  presence  of  the 
church  press  and  with  subsequent 
news  releases  going  to  ah  even 
wider  media  audience. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  one  gen¬ 
uinely  seeks  to  reform  the  church, 
as  IRD  and  its  supporters  have 
asserted  is  their  intention,  one 
must  be  absolutely  scrupulous  in 
the  accuracy  and  veracity  of  one's 
statements,  published  and  other¬ 
wise.  To  do  any  less  destroys 
one's  credibility  and  one's  cause. 

At  the  general  secretary’s 
request,  a  resolution  had  been  put 
together  “on  the  misuse  of  the 
media  by  the  Religious  Right” 
and  offered  to  the  commission's 
directors  for  their  action. 

To  their  credit,  the  directors — 
lay  and  clergy,  men  and  women 


The  timeless  words  "Come  now,  let  us  reason 
together,"  (Isaiah  1:18  RSV)  remain  instructive 
for  the  church,  its  critics  and  its  media. 


from  across  the  church — took  a 
more  measured  response  to  this 
dispute. 

They  deleted  all  named  refer¬ 
ences  from  the  proposed  resolu¬ 
tion,  made  other  changes  and 
came  up  with  their  own  statement 
titled  “A  Call  for  Truth,  Fairness 
and  Accuracy." 

Their  document  now  goes  to 
the  church’s  1 996  legislative  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  for  possible 
inclusion  in  the  United  Methodist 
Book  of  Resolutions,  the  collec¬ 
tion  of  church  stances  on  moral 
and  ethical  issues 

The  church  indeed  may  have 
been  damaged  by  inaccurate 
reporting  by  IRD  and  others.  But 
in  our  view,  the  commission 
avoided  additional  damage  by 
casting  the  issue  in  a  more  philo¬ 
sophical  vein. 

Nonetheless,  this  episode  trou¬ 
bles  us  as  Christians  and  as  pro¬ 


fessional  communicators. 

From  our  vantage  point,  moti¬ 
vated  by  concern  for  the  church’s 
welfare  and  for  our  calling  as 
Christian  communicators,  we 
counsel  that  continued  sniping  by 
anyone  will  not  serve  either  truth 
or  faith. 

Consequently,  we  offer  our 
new  communications  center  in 
Dallas  as  a  neutral  venue  for  these 
parties  to  come  and  resolve  their 
differences  with  the  aid  of  a  mutu¬ 
ally  selected  mediator. 

We  extend  this  hospitality  in 
response  to  the  words  of  the  com¬ 
mission’s  resolution,  which 
encourages  the  church’s  critics 
"to  engage  in  genuine  dialogue  to 
make  our  church  stronger." 

The  timeless  words  "Come 
now,  let  us  reason  together,"  (Isa¬ 
iah  1:18  RSV)  remain  instructive 
for  the  church,  its  critics  and  its 
media. 


Sayings 


“As  I  prayed,  I  thought  of  the 
four  unknown  servicemen 
interred  [at  the  Tomb  of  the 
Unknown  Soldier  in  Arlington 
National  Cemetery].  .  ..  Each 
one  had  given  his  life.  .  .  to  a 
cause  he  thought  greater. ...  It 
wasn’t  the  reward  that  mattered, 
or  the  recognition  you  might 
harvest.  It  was  your  depth  of 
commitment,  your  quality  of 
service,  the  product  of  your 
devotion — these  were  the 
things  that  counted  in  a  life.” 

— U.S.  Air  Force  Capt. 
Scott  O’Grady,  in  his  new 
book,  Return  with  Honor. 


Giving  report  gives  something  to  ponder 


It  is  good  news,  generically 
speaking,  to  leam  that  Americans 
boosted  their  donations  to  the 
nation’s  largest  charities  by  6.3 
percent  during  1994. 

But  the  latest  report  from  the 
Chronicle  of  Philanthropy  is  good 
news  for  churches  and  church- 
related  institutions  only  if  they, 
too,  showed  similar  gains  in  their 
philanthrophic-based  income  dur¬ 
ing  the  same  year. 

Not  that  it’s  a  matter  of  compe¬ 
tition.  Far  from  it.  When  the  Amer¬ 
ican  public  shows  such  growth  in 
generosity  of  spirit,  all  who 
deserve  to  benefit  should  do  so. 

Two  units  of  measure — one 
precise,  one  imprecise — come 


Editorial 


quickly  to  mind: 

1.  Did  your  church  last  year 
receive  something  like  a  6.3 
increase  in  gifts  from  regular 
offerings,  pledges,  loose-plate 
offerings,  etc.?  If  not,  why  not? 

2.  Did  your  church  deserve  to 
receive  an  increase  of  any  sort? 
Did  it  grow  in  spirituality,  self¬ 
understanding,  outreach,  pro¬ 
gram,  service  to  the  community, 
perhaps  even  membership? 

Did  it  challenge  members — 
and  perhaps  call  upon  visitors  and 


other  constituents — to  support  the 
church  financially  because  its 
leaders  were  convinced  that  the 
church  deserved  that  kind  of  sup¬ 
port?  Or  did  it  go  rudimentarily 
through  the  annual  motions  and 
settle  for  more  of  the  same  or  per¬ 
haps  some  financial  and  program¬ 
matic  backsliding? 

If  The  Salvation  Army.  The 
American  Red  Cross,  United  Jew¬ 
ish  Appeal,  Catholic  Charities 
USA  and  others  can  report  annu¬ 
al  gains  like  this  in  one  year,  your 
church  could  and  should,  too.  If 
not,  what's  the  problem? 


Sadie  was  a  good- 
spirited  Christian 


Her  friends  knew  her  as 
Sadie.  Her  marriage  license 
identified  her  as  Sarah  Arcelia 
Smith,  wife  of  John  Joe  Cran¬ 
dall.  Her  children — my  mother 
among  them — called  her  Mama. 
To  me.  she  was  Grandmother 
Crandall. 

A  bride  at  15,  a  mother  at  16, 
she  never  finished  school.  But 
she  didn’t  need  formal  educa¬ 
tion  to  become  the  loquacious 
good-spirited  Christian  she 
always  seemed  to  be. 

She  took  her  church  serious¬ 
ly.  If  she  wasn’t  at  her  house,  she 
was  most  likely  at  church  two 
blocks  away  (nothing  was  far 
away  in  the  town  of  150)  or 
across  the  street  at  the  Methodist 
Parsonage.  Some  50  years  ago 
she  posed  there  for  a  picture 
which  I  found  recently  and  which 
I  treasure  as  I  do  few  others. 

Hymns  like 
“Blessed 
Assurance” 
and  “Sun  of 
My  Soul”  sus¬ 
tained  her.  If 
there  wasn’t 
another  pianist 
around,  she 
would  play 
“by  ear”  and 
accompany 
her  own  vigor¬ 
ous  rendition 
of  these  and 
many  others. 

She  knew 
how  to  pray 
aloud  in 
group,  and 
you'd  expect  to 
find  her  in 
church  on  Sun¬ 
day  mornings, 

Sunday 


Faithfully 

yours 


lohn  A. 
Lovelace  is 
Editor  of  the 
Reporter. 


without  her. 

Of  her  seven  children,  all  five 
who  lived  to  maturity  were  life¬ 
long  Methodists. 

Most  of  her  nine  grandchildren 
are  active  United  Methodists. 
That  wouldn't  surprise  her,  but 
she  ’  d  be  amazed  to  leam  that  three 
of  them  hold  earned  doctoral 
degrees,  one  has  argued  a  case 
before  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court, 
one  helped 
raise  five 
step-chil¬ 
dren  and  one 
of  her  own, 
another 
served  two 
years  with 
the  Peace 
Corps  in 
Africa  and 
one  even 
ended  up  in 
religious 
journalism. 

If  I’m  priv¬ 
ileged  some 
day  to  “gath¬ 
er  with  the 
saints  at  the 
river  that 
flows  by  the 
throne  of 


I  * _ JkllJ—  “ 

o  u  o  a  f  Grandmother  Crandall  wasn't  ^*fjr°(ne°! 
evenings  and  at  home,  she  was  probably  ,  w  Is  ... 
Wednesday  across  the  street  at  the  be  Sadie.  I’ll 
night  prayer  Methodist  Parsonage.  know  where 

meetings.  No  t0  look 

Women  s  Society  of  Christian  She’ll  be  across  the  street  at  the 
Service  circle  meeting  and  no  Methodist  Parsonage.  .  .  . 
summer-revival  service  went  by  -/OHM  A.  LOVELACE 


Let's  use  religious  stamps  and  witness  to  others  by  mail 


I’ve  started  a  personal  "cru¬ 
sade”  that  I’m  hoping  other 
Reporter  readers  will  want  to  join. 
My  campaign  is  to  get  people  to 
request  and  use  religious  Christ¬ 
mas  stamps  on  all  their  mail  start¬ 
ing  with  this  Advent  season. 

Originally  the  U.S.  Postal  Ser¬ 
vice  intended  not  to  print  a  reli¬ 
gious  stamp  this  year.  Fortunate¬ 
ly  enough  people  objected  loudly 
enough  that  they  reconsidered.  As 
a  result,  a  stamp  reproduction  of 
Giotto's  “Madonna  and  Child”  is 
available  now  at  all  post  offices. 

But  I’m  afraid  that  it’s  endan¬ 
gered.  I  see  this  as  a  case  of  “use 
it  or  lose  it.”  Wouldn't  it  be  won¬ 
derful  if  this  year  there  would  be 
enough  demand  for  religious 
stamps  that  next  year  the  Postal 
Service  would  have  to  increase 
the  quota  of  religious  stamps? 

Who  knows  who  might  remem¬ 
ber — or  ask  about — the  signifi¬ 
cance  of  Christ  because  they  receive 
an  envelope  with  a  religious  stamp 
on  it?  It’s  a  small  thing,  but  its  influ¬ 
ence  could  be  big! 

Mrs.  R.  F.  Deardorff 
Casselbeny,  Florida 

Strikes  truth 

The  editorial,  “After  O.J.  We 
Must  Find  a  Better  Way"  (see  UMR, 
Oct.  13)  strikes  Truth  with  the  accu¬ 
racy  of  a  well-aimed  arrow. 

Frederick  E.  Maser 
Scottsdale,  Arizona 

Food  for  the  soul 

I  enjoy  and  get  so  much  out  of 
the  United  Methodist  Reporter 
from  all  areas.  The  Faith  Forum  of 
Oct.  1 3  is  great  food  for  the  soul.  I 
am  truly  grateful  for  your  editori¬ 
al,  “After  O.J.,  we  must  find  a 


For  Heaven's  Sake 

I  WAS  HUNGRY 
ANPYOU  SAIR 
XJGH 

COOKIES/"! 


„.I  WAS  THIRSTY 
AND  YOU  SAID, 
"GET  A 
JOB!" 


...I  WAS  sick  AND  IN 
PRISON  AND  You  SAID, 
"WE'RE  CUTTING 
OFF  YoUR 
BENEFITS'" 


By  Mike  Morgan 

NEWT  REVISER 
STANPARP  VERSION 


Letters 
to  the  Editor 


nobler  way.”  I  shall  put  copies  in 
our  weekly  church  bulletin. 

You  have  a  great  paper  for  the 
church.  I  am  grateful  that  my  son- 
in-law,  a  member  of  St.  James 
United  Methodist  Church,  Kansas 
City,  Mo.,  started  me  reading  it. 

Lucille  S.  Douglass 
Parkville,  Missouri 

Why  so  ominous? 

The  article  on  the  Rev.  Leonard 
Sweet,  newly  named  dean  of  Drew 
Seminary,  noted  that  the  future  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church 
looks  ominous  primarily  because 
61  percent  of  United  Methodists 
are  over  age  50.  Interesting! 

Why  is  it  so  ominous  to  have 
quite  a  few  folks  over  age  50  around? 

Is  it  because  many  of  us  have 


lived  through  the  Holocaust  and 
World  Wars  I  and  II? 

Is  it  because  trillions  of  dollars 
at  some  point  will  be  passed  on  to 
younger  folks? 

Is  it  because  independence  of 
mind  seems  to  grow  as  one’s  mor¬ 
tality  becomes  more  obvious? 

Is  it  because  of  questions  that 
folks  of  this  age  group  are  more 
willing  to  ask  in  public? 

My  guess  is  that  Leonard 
Sweet  has  a  vision  for  the  place  of 
those  over  age  50  in  a  church  that 
is  oriented  to  God’s  intentions  for 
the  universe  through  Jesus  Christ. 
Delton  Krueger 
Bloomington,  Minnesota 

Individual  responsibility 

Stealthily  cloaked  under  the 
seductive  veil  of  a  “public  health 
crisis,”  chanting  the  mantra  “Anger 
+  Alcohol  +  Ammunition  =  Vio¬ 
lence,”  and  massaging  statistics,  the 
Reporter  has  boarded  the  political¬ 
ly  correct  bandwagon  implicating 


guns  as  the  root  cause  of  our  social 
ills  (see  UMR.  Oct.  6). 

Anger  and  violence  are  indi¬ 
vidual  responsibility  and  absence 
of  spirituality  issues.  Alcohol  and 
ammunition  are  inanimate  con¬ 
sumables. 

Since  behavior  and  emotions 
can’t  be  regulated,  why  not  and 
how  about  guns?  It  is  not  ammu¬ 
nition  or  guns  killing  people,  it  is 
people  killing  people.  OOPS.  .  . 
full  circle  back  to  individual 
accountability  and  spirituality. 

If  United  Methodists  truly 
want  to  improve  society,  we  must 
abandon  pandering  to  the  politi¬ 
cally  correct,  sidestep  legislating 


personal  responsibility  and 
address  the  substantive  spiritual 
vacuum  that  manifests  as  violence 
in  our  communities. 

Bill  Blandford 
Houston,  Texas 

Responsible  power 

There  were  several  articles  in 
the  Oct.  13  issue  regarding  Amer¬ 
ica's  social  problems,  including  a 
statement  by  the  Rev.  James  Law- 
son  of  Los  Angeles  that  “the 
Anglo  community  has  no  leader¬ 


ship  to  direct  them  concerning  the 
issue  of  racism  or  with  reconcili¬ 
ation.” 

People  in  power,  especially 
Christians,  have  a  responsibility  to 
wield  their  power  within  their  own 
world  without  egoism  and  with  an 
attitude  of  being  accountable. 

Physical  brutality  is  not  the  only 
form  of  violence  people  in  power 
use.  It  can  come  in  subtle  ways  and 
be  just  as  destructive.  The  tragedy 
is,  when  presented  by  the  powerful 
in  subtle  but  destructive  ways  it  is 
manipulated  to  come  across  to  oth¬ 
ers  as  guidance,  love  and  protection 
when  in  essence  it  is  an  attempt  to 
coerce  another  person’s  soul  to 
abandonment. 

No  matter  what  the  issue,  one's 
first  obligation  is  to  be  reconciled 
with  our  Creator,  the  Triune  God, 
by  His  Word.  One’s  second  oblig¬ 
ation  is  to  be  reconciled  with  one¬ 
self  and  one’s  third  obligation  is 
to  be  reconciled  with  others. 

In  response  to  Mr.  Lawson's 
statement,  this  viewpoint  puts 
leadership  regarding  all  issues  of 
every  community  where  it 
belongs — on  God.  It’s  up  to  the 
individual  to  follow  God. 

Marilyn  Welton 
McAlester,  Oklahoma 
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Faith  Watch 

From  news  and  staff  reports 

\ _ _ _ / 

COCU  APPROVED:  The 
General  Assembly  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  Church  (Disciples  of 
Christ)  recently  approved  the 
ecumenical  document  Church¬ 
es  in  Covenant  Communion.  It 
thus  became  became  the  fifth 
denomination  within  the  nine- 
member  Consultation  On  Church 
Union  to  approve  the  proposal. 

RELIGION  IN  JAPAN:  Repre¬ 
sentatives  from  a  number  of 
U.S.  religious  groups  are  oppos¬ 
ing  proposals  in  Japan  that 
would  give  the  Japanese  gov¬ 
ernment  greater  power  to  regu¬ 
late  religion.  The  regulations 
would  permit  the  Japanese  gov¬ 
ernment  to  define — and.  the  U.S. 
groups  fear,  perhaps  limit — what 
constitutes  religious  activity. 

MOST  WANTED  LIST:  Rep¬ 
resentatives  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  USA  were  assured 
recently  by  the  new  defense 
minister  in  Guatemala  that 
Victor  Roman  would  be  put  on 
the  wanted  list  and  an  effort 
made  to  apprehend  him.  Mr. 
Roman  is  a  suspect  in  the  murder 
of  the  Rev.  Manuel  Saquic,  a 
Presbyterian  minister  and  human 
rights  worker.  He  was  tortured 
and  killed  after  it  was  learned 
that  he  might  be  a  witness  in  a 
prominent  murder  trial. 

MINISTRIES  ACT  AS  ONE: 

The  General  Assembly  of  the 
Christian  Church  (Disciples  of 
Christ)  recently  approved 
changes  to  the  church's 
ordained  ministry  procedures 
which  will  enable  ordained  min¬ 
isters  of  the  United  Church  of 
Christ  and  the  Christian  Church 
to  function  fully  as  ordained 
ministers  in  one  another’s 
denominations. 

Compiled  from  news  reports 


Time  limit  is 
only  two  years 
for  bishops, 
council  rules 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

CINCINNATI— The  statute  of 
limitations  for  bringing  a  com¬ 
plaint  against  a  bishop  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church  is  two 
years,  according  to  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  “Supreme  Court.” 

For  other  clergy,  the  statute  of 
limitations  is  six  years. 

The  church’s  Judicial  Council 
decided  the  matter  early  in  a  ses¬ 
sion  Oct.  25-27. 

The  nine-member  Judicial 
Council  observed  that  the  para¬ 
graph  in  the  church’s  law  collec¬ 
tion,  the  Book  of  Discipline,  per¬ 
taining  to  a  complaint  against  a 
bishop  was  not  modified  by  para¬ 
graphs  referring  to  other  clergy 
when  their  statute  of  limitations 
was  changed  to  six  years. 

The  statute  of  limitations  is 
thought  to  be  an  issue  in  an  inves¬ 
tigation  of  New  York  Area  Bish¬ 
op  Forrest  Stith.  Accusations  of 
sexual  misconduct  have  been 
made  against  him. 

At  his  request,  Bishop  Stith  has 
been  granted  medical  leave.  Bish¬ 
op  James  Mathews  has  been 
named  interim  head  of  the  area. 


Bus  crash  aftermath:  'Testament  to  God' 


Charge  conference  became  prayer  service 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

What  was  planned  as  a  typical  all-church  meet¬ 
ing  became  a  community-wide  hour  of  prayer  Oct. 
26  in  a  small  Illinois  town. 

Cary  United  Methodist  Church  was  slated  to 
conduct  its  annual  charge  conference  that  evening. 

However,  the  ministerial  staff  and  the  district 
superintendent  who  had  come  to  conduct  the  con¬ 
ference  decided  that  it  was  more  important  to  reach 
out  to  a  community  hurting  over  the  deaths  of  seven 
of  its  young  people  in  a  train-school  bus  crash  the 
day  before  (see  accompanying  article). 

The  Rev.  Robert  L.  Baker,  Cary  pastor,  and  the 
Rev.  Sung-Kown  Oh.  associate  pastor,  and  the  Rev. 
Ken  Woolsey,  youth  minister,  led  the  service 

The  previous  night,  neighboring  Fox  River 


Grove  United  Methodist  Church  had  had  a  similar 
experience. 

Seeing  the  pain  of  his  members,  the  Rev.  Robert 
Wuff  called  an  impromptu  prayer  service  for  any¬ 
one  who  would  come. 

“There  were  so  many  people  in  attendance  that 
the  service  was  held  twice  to  accommodate  every¬ 
one,”  said  Mr.  Baker,  who  was  there  with  the  Cary 
church  choir. 

Another  prayer  service  was  held  at  the  Cary 
church  on  Oct.  28. 

In  addition,  Sally  Mueller,  president  of  the  Elgin 
District  United  Methodist  Women,  volunteered  her 
members  to  assist  both  churches  so  that  the  sanc¬ 
tuaries  could  be  open  for  prayer  24  hours  a  day. 

-DENISE  IOHNSON  STOVALL 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

Two  Northern  Illinois  commu¬ 
nities  are  giving  praises  to  the 
Holy  Spirit  for  reminding  them  to 
"bear  one  another's  burdens”  fol¬ 
lowing  a  train-bus  car  that  killed 
seven  of  their  high  school  stu¬ 
dents. 

Residents  of  Fox  River  Grove 
and  Cary  were  struck  with  tragedy 
on  Oct.  25  when  a  commuter  train 
crashed  into  a  school  bus  crossing 
a  railroad  track  on  its  way  to  Cary- 
Grove  High  School. 

Despite  the  pain  and  sorrow  of 
these  two  neighboring  towns,  one 
local  pastor  says  “it  has  been  such 
a  blessing  to  experience  the  world 
of  the  community  of  faith." 

“We  can  really  thank  God  that 
we  don’t  have  these  mass  crises 
all  the  time,  because  we  wouldn't 
know  what  to  do,”  said  the  Rev. 
Robert  L.  Baker,  pastor  of  Cary 
United  Methodist  Church. 

“But  when  things  like  this  hap¬ 
pen,  it  is  a  wonderful  testament  to 
God’s  direction. 

“When  you  are  in  a  crisis,  you 


really  know  God’s  presence 
because  you  have  to  acknowledge 
that  it  is  too  big  for  you  to  handle 
alone.  It  is  God  that  helps  us 
through.” 

One  week  after  the  bus  crash, 
Mr.  Baker  recounted  how  his  con¬ 
gregation,  as  well  as  its  sister 
church  in  Fox  River  Grove  were 
“wonderful  examples  of  what  The 
United  Methodist  Church  should 
do  as  a  global  community  of  faith." 

Located  some  40  miles  north¬ 
west  of  Chicago,  the  Cary  Church 
has  a  congregation  of  760  mem¬ 
bers,  About  two  miles  away — just 
across  the  river — the  Fox  River 
Grove  church  has  about  100 
members. 

Church  members  made  them¬ 
selves  available  to  the  families  of 
all  the  students  involved  in  the 
crash,  but  they  made  an  extra 
effort  to  minister  to  two 
unchurched  families. 

Two  fatally  injured  boys, 
Joseph  Kalte  and  Jeffrey  Clark, 
were  not  members  of  any  church. 
Church  members  quickly  decided 
that  the  youths  needed  a  Christian 


burial  and  offered  the  Cary 
church. 

Mr.  Baker  told  the  Reporter 
that  the  Clark  family  had  attend¬ 
ed  services  at  the  Fox  River  Grove 
church.  However,  the  Kalte  fami¬ 
ly  had  never  been  to  either  church. 

Mr.  Baker  officiated  at  the 


Kalte  morning  service. 

That  evening,  also  at  the  Cary 
church,  the  Rev.  Robert  Wuff,  pas¬ 
tor  of  Fox  River  Grove  United 
Methodist,  led  the  Clark  service. 

“It  was  just  astounding  to  see 
our  lay  people  come  through,  not 
just  for  the  Clark  family  but  also 


the  Kalte  family,"  continued  Mr. 
Baker. 

“They  never  once  thought  that 
people  did  not  belong.  In  fact,  both 
families  have  been  so  over¬ 
whelmed  by  the  many  acts  of  kind¬ 
ness  that  they  are  beginning  to  real¬ 
ize  how  valuable  the  church  is.” 


REPORTER  STAFE  PHOTO  BV  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


'Jesus 
loves  me' 

DALLAS-Under 
direction  of  a 
professional  interpreter 
for  the  hearing 
impaired  (out  of 
camera  range), 
children  of  Oak  Lawn 
United  Methodist 
Church  recently 
simultaneously  signed 
and  sang  "Jesus  Loves 
Me."  This  was  part  of 
the  congregation's 
observance  of  the 
ecumenical  celebration 
known  as  Children's 
Sabbath.  Upper  right  is 
the  associate  pastor, 
the  Rev.  Katherine  Lyle, 
who  conducted  the 
service. 


Laywoman  nominated 
for  top  finance  post 


By  DANIEL  R.  GANGLER 

Associate  Editor 

A  search  committee  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church's  gen¬ 
eral  finance  agency  has  nominat¬ 
ed  Sandra  Kelley  Lackore  to  its 
top  position. 

If  elected  by  the  agency’s 
directors,  she  will  succeed  the 
Rev.  Clifford  S.  Droke  as  general 
secretary-treasurer  of  the  General 
Council  of  Finance  and  Adminis¬ 
tration  based  in  Evanston,  Ill. 

She  will  be  the  fourth  person 
and  the  first  woman  to  head  the 
agency  founded  in  1968. 

Mr.  Droke,  who  announced  last 
March  that  he  had  decided  to  seek 
a  change  in  appointments,  recent¬ 
ly  accepted  a  2-year  interim  posi¬ 
tion  as  associate  general  secretary 
for  finance  and  administration  of 
the  New  York-based  National 
Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ 
in  the  U.S. A. 

A  series  of  events  led  to  Dr. 
Droke ’s  departure,  beginning 
with  a  $  1.5-million  lawsuit  filed 
by  the  finance  agency's  ex-coun¬ 
sel,  Craig  R.  Hoskins.  He  sued  the 
council  and  the  general  secretary- 
treasurer  after  being  fired  by  Dr. 
Droke  in  May  1994.  The  lawsuit 
was  resolved  by  the  council  and 
Mr.  Hoskins  for  an  undisclosed 
amount  of  money  June  30. 

Last  December  the  council  had 
authorized  an  outside  manage¬ 
ment  consultant  to  review  prac¬ 


tices  and  dynamics  within  the 
council’s  Evanston  office. 

Because  of  the  then-pending 
litigation.  Bishop  Edwin  Boulton, 
the  council’s  acting  president, 
would  not  comment  last  May  on 
whether  the  consultant’s  report 
was  a  factor  in  the  council’s  seek¬ 
ing  a  new  general  secretary. 

Bishop  Boulton  chaired  the 
nine-member  search  committee 
which  announced  its  selection  of 
Ms.  Kelley  Lackore  Oct.  31. 

The  General  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration  will 
vote  on  Ms.  Kelley  Lackore’s 
nomination  during  its  fall  meeting 
in  Indianapolis  Nov.  27-Dec.  1. 

If  elected  she  will  begin  her 
new  position  Jan.  1. 

Ms.  Kelley  Lackore;  who 
resides  in  Mesa,  Ariz.,  has  been 
chairwoman  of  the  council’s  audit 
and  review  committee  since  1988. 

From  1984  to  1993  she  was 
treasurer  and  director  of  admin¬ 
istrative  services  for  the  church’s 
Southern  New  England  regional 
conference.  She  holds  both  bach¬ 
elor  and  master  degrees  in  man¬ 
agement  from  Lesley  College  in 
Cambridge,  Mass.,  and  a  certifi¬ 
cate  in  church  administration 
from  United  Methodist-related 
Emory  University  in  Atlanta. 

She  is  married  to  the  Rev.  Cecil 
D.  Lackore,  senior  pastor  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in 
Mesa. 


Communication  commission  calls  for  fair  dialogue 


By  RALPH  BAKER 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE — A  resolution  targeting 
mis-use  of  the  media  in  coverage  of  the 
church  and  religion  was  approved  by  the 
United  Methodist  Commission  on  Com¬ 
munications  meeting  in  Nashville  on  Oct. 
20-22. 

If  approved  by  the  General  Conference 
in  April,  “A  Call  for  Truth,  Fairness  and 
Accuracy,”  will  go  into  the  denomination's 
Book  of  Resolutions. 

The  statement  recognizes  that  “hearty 
critique  of  religious  institutions”  was  nec¬ 
essary  through  history  “to  call  the  people 
of  God  to  goals  of  righteousness,  justice 


and  mercy.” 

It  further  declares  that  the  church's 
health  depends  on  a  membership  informed 
by  the  “uninhibited  flow  of  information,” 
but  expresses  concern  over  the  large 
amount  of  mis-information  spread  by  out¬ 
side  groups  “more  dedicated  to  tearing 
down  than  building  up.” 

While  no  specific  organization  was 
mentioned  in  the  resolution.  United 
Methodist  Communications’ chief  execu¬ 
tive  focused  on  the  Washington-based 
Institute  for  Religion  and  Democracy 
(IRD)  in  her  opening  address  to  the 
agency's  governing  body. 

“Some  might  argue  that  IRD  speaks  for 
what  is  sometimes  thought  of  as  underep- 


resented  conservative  voice  in  the  church." 
said  the  Rev.  Judy  Weidman. 

"But  I  contend  that  our  people  would  not 
want  these  elements  speaking  for  them  if 
they  knew  that  the  statements,  newsletters, 
and  magazines  routinely  ignore  profession¬ 
al  standards  of  journalism.” 

Recognizing  the  right  of  any  group  to 
inform  people  with  similar  interests,  the 
resolution  calls  for  church  critics  to  engage 
in  “genuine  discussion  of  church  issues, 
using  the  honorable  principles  of  truth,  fair¬ 
ness  and  accuracy  in  reporting  the  words 
and  actions  of  church  people  and  agen¬ 
cies.” 

Ms.  Weidman  told  commission  mem¬ 
bers  she  doesn’t  “wake  up  in  the  morning 


looking  for  a  fight"  but  is  saddened  by  the 
“ugly  attacks  on  our  church  and  some  of 
our  leaders.” 

“I  see  a  church  of  still  substantial  num¬ 
bers  doing  enormous  good  around  the 
world,  and  I  say  'enough!'"  she  declared. 
“If  there  is  not  a  return  to  civility  in  our 
debate,  there  will  be  no  United  Methodist 
Church  for  future  generations.” 

“We  are  a  church  with  profound  theo¬ 
logical  understandings  and  passionate 
social  care  from  the  very  first  words  of  John 
Wesley,"  said  Ms.  Weidman.  “Ours  is  a  sys¬ 
tem  that  provides  for  diversity.  Ours  is  a 
polity  that  guards  the  ability  of  my  pastor 
and  yours  to  preach  the  gospel  without  hin¬ 
drance  Sunday  after  Sunday." 


Discipleship  board  wrestles  with  ' laying  on  hands'  tradition 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

NASHVILLE — Aritual  as  old 
as  the  church  itself  continues  to 
divide  some  leading  United 
Methodists. 

The  issue  is  whether  lay  peo¬ 
ple  may  participate  in  the  “laying 
on  hands"  during  ordination  of 
clergy. 

Tensions  over  the  ancient 
practice — the  Apostle  Paul  used 
it,  according  to  2  Timothy  1 :6 — 
most  recently  so  fractured  the 
United  Methodist  General  Board 
of  Discipleship  that  directors 
rescinded  their  own  action  from 
six  months  ago. 


Rather  than  risk  what  one 
board  member  described  as 
“spanking  the  bishops'  hands,” 
the  board  at  its  Oct.  19-22  meet¬ 
ing  asked  the  Council  of  Bishops 
to  review  and  clarify  its  own 
1993  paper  on  the  subject. 

Including  lay  people  in  “lay¬ 
ing  on  hands"  has  been  champ¬ 
ioned  churchwide  by  Marcus 
Fang,  lay  leader  of  the  Wiscon¬ 
sin  Annual  Conference  and  past 
president  of  the  National  Associ¬ 
ation  of  Annual  Conference  Lay 
Leaders. 

He  has  contended — as  have 
other  annual  conference  lay  lead¬ 
ers  around  the  church — that  such 
participation  symbolizes  the 


United  Methodist  understanding 
of  “the  priesthood  of  all  believ¬ 
ers”  and  the  reality  that  clergy 
come  from  lay  ranks  when  they 
take  on  the  "representative”  or 
ordained  ministry. 

Dr.  Fang,  a  psychology  pro¬ 
fessor  from  Stevens  Point,  Wis., 
objected  strenuously  during  the 
Discipleship  meeting  to  a  pro¬ 
posal  withdrawing  the  board's 
previously  adopted  resolution 
supporting  the  practice. 

He  argued  that  the  church’s 
1 996  General  Conference  needs 
to  be  urged  to  support  the  prac¬ 
tice.  thus  overriding  a  Council  of 
Bishops'  1993  recommendation 
on  the  topic. 


He  contended  that  some  bish¬ 
ops  are  using  the  1993  document 
as  evidence  that  the  council  has 
forbidden  lay  participation  in 
“laying  on  hands." 

Two  bishops  who  serve  on  the 
Discipleship  board.  Bishop 
Thomas  B.  Stockton  (Virginia 
Area)  and  Bishop  David  J.  Law- 
son  (Central  Illinois  Area),  dis¬ 
puted  Dr.  Fang’s  assertions. 

Bishop  Stockton  said  that  he 
includes  a  lay  representative, 
typically  the  annual  conference 
lay  leader,  in  “laying  on  hands” 
during  ordination. 

“Some  bishops  do  and  some 
don’t,  depending  on  whether  they 
feel  theologically  comfortable 


with  the  practice,"  Bishop  Stock- 
ton  said. 

Bishop  Lawson  explained  that 
a  five-page  research  paper  issued 
in  1993  by  the  Council  of  Bish¬ 
ops  recommends,  but  does  not 
command,  that  bishops: 

■  Include  only  ordained 
elders  in  full  connection  in  “lay¬ 
ing  on  hands,”  in  keeping  with 
the  Methodist  tradition  of  confer¬ 
ring  authority  from  and  obedi¬ 
ence  to  the  church; 

■  Involve  presbyters,  priests 
or  ordained  clergy  of  other 
denominations  in  “laying  on 
hands"  as  a  symbol  of  ordination 
into  worldwide  Christianity:  and 


■  Involve  laity  in  ordination 
in  the  vesting  of  the  stole,  sym¬ 
bolizing  “service  among  God's 
people  in  the  community  of 
Christ,"  as  the  paper  states. 

Ultimately  the  Discipleship 
directors  decided  that  rather  than 
send  a  resolution  to  General 
Conference,  they  would  ask  the 
bishops  for  clarification. 

The  Discipleship  board's  vote 
visibly  angered  Dr.  Fang.  He 
exited  the  plenary  session  and, 
after  speaking  with  reporters, 
departed  the  meeting. 

Dr.  Fang  told  the  Reporter 
later  that  he  plans  to  submit  his 
own  petition  on  the  issue  to  the 
1996  General  Conference. 


Liberian  United  Methodist  Bishop  Arthur 
Kulah  says  "Without  a  church  there  would  be 
no  hope  for  the  people,  so  we  are  doing  the 
best  we  can."  See  story  on  Page  4. 


When  Sadie  Crandall  wasn't  at  home,  she  was 
frequently  at  the  Methodist  Parsonage  in  her 
small  home  town.  See  "Faithfully  Yours"  on 
Page  2  of  this  issue. 


<a}4 


The  United  Methodist 

REPORTER 


Faith  at  work 


NOVEMBER  10,  1995 


( - ^ 

Faith  Watch 

From  news  and  staff  reports 

KINDNESS  TOUR:  A  United 
Methodist  minister  is  believed 
to  be  the  first  person  to  lead  an 
interfaith  tour  of  Christians, 
Muslims  and  Jews  that  will 
focus  on  people  living  in  Israel 
and  working  for  kindness  and 
peace  among  their  neighbors. 

The  Rev.  Donald  R.  Benton, 
president  of  the  Dallas-based 
Kindness  Foundation,  will  be 
■joined  on  the  tour  by  a  Muslim 
iman  and  a  Jewish  rabbi. 

ELECTED:  Foye  W.  Webb,  a 
regional  inspector  for  the  U.S. 
Department  of  Agriculture  in 
:  Virginia,  will  join  the  United 
:  Methodist  General  Board  of  Dis- 
cipleship  Jan.  1  as  team  leader 
for  the  Division  of  United 
:Methodist  Men.  Mr.  Webb  will 
plan,  administer  and  lead  all 
^United  Methodist  Men  pro¬ 
grams. 

NO  TO  COCU:  'he  executive 
Committee  of  Good  News,  a  cau¬ 
cus  of  evangelicals  in  The  United 
Methodist  Church,  is  recom¬ 
mending  that  the  church's  1996 
General  Conference  send  the 
"‘Churches  in  Covenant  Commu¬ 
nion"  proposal  back  to  the 
:denomination's  General  Commis¬ 
sion  on  Christian  Unity  and  Inter- 
religious  Concerns  and  Council 
of  Bishops  for  another  four  years 
:of  study.  The  committee  objected 
to  the  possibility  that  the  church 
might  have  to  receive  members 
baptized  under  an  “alien  for¬ 
mula”  rather  than  in  the  name  of 
“the  Father,  Son  and  Holy  Spirit." 

FAMILY  AID:  At  least  $6,300 
was  raised  by  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Plainview, 
Texas,  to  help  repair  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Oklahoma 
City,  damaged  during  the  April 
19  bombing  of  the  Alfred  P.  Mur- 
rah  Federal  Building.  Many 
Plainview  church  members  have 
close  family  ties  to  the  Okla¬ 
homa  City  church  and  Oklahoma 
Area  Bishop  Dan  Solomon  for¬ 
merly  Served  the  Plainview 
church. 


New  Liberian  government  holds  power  to 
bring  peace,  United  Methodist  bishop  says 


By  JORETTA  PURDUE 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

ALEXANDRIA,  Va.— United 
Methodist  Bishop  Arthur  Kulah 
of  Liberia  says  he  has  new  reason 
to  hope  that  his  country  is  at  last 
on  the  path  to  peace. 

"If  there  is  going  to  be  peace  in 
Liberia,  it  has  to  be  from  a  differ¬ 
ent  perspective,”  said  Bishop 
Kulah. 

During  a  recent  visit  to  the 


United  States  to  attend  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  United  Methodist 
General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society,  the  West  African  bishop 
noted  that  there  have  been  19 
peace  conferences  trying  to 
restore  order  to  this  West  Africa 
nation  tom  by  civil  war  since 
December  1989. 

The  new  perspective  may  be 
found  in  the  six-man  Council  of 
State  sworn  in  Sept.  1.  It  brings 
together  three  civilians  and  three 


leaders  of  warring  factions — 
including  Charles  Taylor,  whose 
attempt  to  overthrow  dictator 
Samuel  K.  Doe  started  the  war. 

"The  leaders  who  have  been 
mobilizing  these  boys  and  girls  to 
fight  are  themselves  now  in 
charge  of  the  government,"  Bish¬ 
op  Kulah  said. 

"They  are,  in  fact,  on  the  spot 
and  making  decisions.  The  beau¬ 
tiful  part  of  that  is,  they  are  mak¬ 
ing  some  very  good  and  positive 
decisions.” 

Liberians  both  in  the  country 
and  outside  it  are  yearning  for 
peace  and  a  revitalization  of  the 
economy,  he  said. 

More  than  150,000  people 
were  displaced  within  the  coun¬ 
try.  Even  more  are  refugees  out¬ 
side  its  borders.  About  6  percent 
of  the  population,  or  one  of  every 
17  Liberians,  died. 

The  dying  continues  daily — a 
consequence  of  malnutrition  and 
disease  resulting  from  the  virtual 
destruction  of  the  country’s  eco¬ 
nomic  and  social  infrastructure. 


Bishop  Kulah 
said  there  needs  to 
be  a  system  of  pro¬ 
grams  for  the 
young  men  and 
women  who  have 
been  involved  in 
the  fighting  to 
reacclimate  them 
into  society — to 
counsel  them  and 
help  them  become 
productive.  Some 
of  them  have  killed 
people,  destroyed 
and  looted;  some 
took  drugs  and 
other  things,  he 
explained. 

"One  of  the 
ways  in  which  we 
can  bring  peace  to  Liberia  would 
be  to  have  a  program  in  place  to 
help  these  people,”  he  said. 

Bishop  Kulah  praised  a  resolu¬ 
tion  on  Liberia  approved  by  vot¬ 
ing  Church  and  Society  members 
and  endorsed  by  the  church's 
General  Board  of  Globa!  Min¬ 


istries  for  submission 
to  General  Confer¬ 
ence — the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  highest  legisla¬ 
tive  body — when  it 
meets  April  16-26  in 
Denver. 

The  proposed  resolu¬ 
tion  calls  The  United 
Methodist  Church  in 
Liberia  to  counsel  and 
educate  former  sol¬ 
diers,  resettle  refugees 
and  be  an  agent  of  rec¬ 
onciliation.  The  draft 
of  the  document  also 
asks  governments  and 
international  bodies 
to  assist  with  devel¬ 
opment. 

Bishop  Kulah  said 
that  the  church  is  helping  people 
in  other  ways  and  has  established 
a  counseling  center  in  Monrovia. 

"Certainly  the  situation  is  dif¬ 
ficult,  but  we  are  there,”  the  bish¬ 
op  said.  “Without  a  church  there 
would  be  no  hope  for  the  people 
so  we  are  doing  the  best  we  can." 


UMR  FILE  PHOTO 
Bishop  Arthur  Kulah 

. .  .Liberians  in  his  country  are 
yearning  for  peace 


PHOTO  BV  DON  RUTLEDGE 

LIBERIA— A  missionary  checks  a  small  boy's  eyes  at  a  relief 
clinic  set  up  by  the  Southern  Baptist  Church  near  Monrovia, 
Liberia. 


'homecoming  kits' 

West  Africa  ministry  called  Operation  Classroom. 

A  “homecoming  kit"  would  consist  of: 

t/  8  unbreakable  bowls  (quart  size) 

t/  8  unbreakable  spoons 

✓  8  unbreakable  cups 

t/  1  large  heavy  cooking  spoon  (metal) 

t/  2  bath  towels 

\/  2  hand  towels 

%/  1  set  of  sheets  and  pillows  (double  bed) 

\/  1  light  blanket 

These  can  be  new  or  used  in  good  condition. 

In  packing,  place  a  plastic  garbage  bag  inside  your 
box.  Pack  the  items  in  the  bag  and  fasten  the  bag 
before  sealing  the  box.  Mark  your  box  “Homcom- 
ing  Kit.” 

Send  the  box  via  United  Parcel  Service  to  Opera¬ 
tion  Classroom,  Lapel  Grain  Company,  806  Wood¬ 
ward  Street,  Lapel,  Ind.  4605 1 . 

Send  $15  per  box  for  shipping  and  to  purchase 
pots  and  pans  in  Liberia. 

Or,  you  may  send  a  check  for  $50  for  the  total  kit 
to  be  purchased  in  Liberia.  Make  all  checks  payable 
to  "Operation  Classroom." 


UMs  asked  to  send 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 


United  Methodists  have  been  asked  to  help  the 
church’s  Liberia  Annual  Conference  in  its  resettle¬ 
ment  of  refugees  by  providing  “homecoming  kits.” 

During  a  recent  consultation  on  the  status  of  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  mission  programs  in  Liberia,  Bishop 
Arthur  F.  Kulah  told  a  group  meeting  in  Raleigh, 
N.C.,  that  his  church  leaders  are  doing  all  that  they 
can  to  encourage  Liberians  to  return  to  their  country. 

With  the  purchase  of  two  large  trucks  through  the 
help  of  the  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief, 
the  conference  has  tranported  hundreds  of  displaced 
persons  home. 

However,  many  Liberians  cannot  resume  a  nor¬ 
mal  life  once  they  get  there,  since  many  of  their 
household  possessions  were  either  looted  or 
destroyed  during  the  rebel  fighting. 

“The  decision  was  made  that  we  would  offer 
churches  the  opportunity  to  provide  one  meal  for  the 
truckload  of  persons  when  they  return  home,"  said 
the  Rev.  Joe  Wagner,  difectbr  of  the  Indiana-based 


Classified 


RATES.  $1 .40  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  inser¬ 
tion,  20  word  minimum.  Blind  ads  add  $21 .00  plus 
add  $11.20  for  the  8  words  to  insert  our  contact 
information.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except 
on  contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise 
approved  in  advance.  Products  and  services  go 
through  an  approval  process.  We  schedule  two 
weeks  in  advance  of  an  issue  date. 


A  GREAT  CHRISTMAS  GIFT!  ‘Lullabyes'...  A 
beautiful  collection  of  ohginal  lullabyes  perfect  for 
the  young  and  young  at  heart.  Moms  en|oy  having 
lullabye  tapes  to  play  in  the  car.  Children  enjoy  hav¬ 
ing  their  own  music  to  play  in  cassette  players  for 
kids.  The  tape  has  positive  messages  that  a  moth¬ 
er  would  say  to  her  child.  From  Jinglebelle  Jingles, 
Inc.  Written  and  published  by  published  artist 
Sharon  Sanders.  Send  $4.50  to:  Teddy  Bear's  Lul¬ 
labyes,  P.0.  Box  9.  Inglefield,  In  47618.  Includes 
shipping/handling. 


DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  &  FINE  ARTS,  Arvada 
UMC,  Arvada,  CO  (Denver  metro  area).  Duties 
include  musical  responsibilities  as  well  as  plan  and 
develop  cultural  events  for  church.  Organ  and/or 
choral  musician  experience  required.  Send  resume 
with  salary  requirements  and  dale  available:  Pete 
Simpson,  Arvada  UMC,  6750  Carr  St..  Arvada,  CO 
80004.  (303)  421-5135. 


WALK  WITH  WESLEY,  Learn  more  about  your 
Methodist  heritage  when  you  travel  to  England. 
Depart  Spring/Summer  1996. 11 -day  trip  starts  at 
$1,798.  Clergy  scholarships  available.  Call  Bruce 
at  1-800-247-0017. 


FLEXIBLE  RETIRED  COUPLE  who  like  working 
with  people  to  be  watchpersons  at  Mount  Wesley 
Conference  Center,  Kerrville,  TX.  Coordinate  vol¬ 
unteer  work  projects,  serve  as  after  hours  point  of 
contact,  do  odd  jobs  and  provide  "extra  hands’  dur¬ 
ing  peak  times.  No  salary  but  free  semi-furnished 
house,  utilities,  and  meals  when  available.  Six 
month  renewable  contract.  Write:  610  Methodist 
Encampment  Rd  ,  Kerrville,  TX  78028  or  call  (210) 
895-5700  


EVANSVILLE,  IN  TRINITY  UMC  SEEKS  full-time 
Director  of  Christian  Education  and  Youth  Ministries 
for  downtown  church  400+  members.  We  seek  a 
motivated  individual  to  develop  our  Christian  educa¬ 
tion  and  youth  programs  to  include  city-wide  partici¬ 
pation.  Interested  applicants  should  possess  a  col¬ 
lege  degree.  Experience  preferred  Compensation 
package  negotiable  Send  inquines  to:  Search  Com¬ 
mittee,  Trinity  UMC,  216  SE  Third  St.,  Evansville,  IN 
47713.  Telephone  (812)  423-4495 


STEP  INTO  THE  LAND  OF  THE  BIBLE  unequaled 
ministry-enhancing  travel  program.  Lectures  by 
qualified  scholars  Top  Chnstian  not-for  profit  com¬ 
pany  takes  more  pilgnms  to  Holy  Land  than  any 
other  company.  Depart  November-March  19%.  10- 
day  trip  starts  at  $1448.  Clergy  scholarships  avail 
able.  Call  Bruce  at  1-800-929-5327 


MINISTER  OF  YOUTH.  FULL-TIME  position  in  fam¬ 
ily-oriented  community.  Germantown  United 
Methodist  seeks  high-energy,  creative  individual  to 
plan,  organize  and  implement  comprehensive  church 
youth  programs  for  grades  7-12.  Responsible  for 
United  Methodist  Youth  Fellowship,  Sunday  School, 
Youth  Missions  Outreach,  and  Bible  Studies.  Addi¬ 
tional  duties  include  recruitment,  training,  and  super¬ 
vision  of  volunteer  staff  as  well  as  the  opportunity  to 
develop  new  programs.  Priority  placed  on  demon¬ 
strated  expenence  and  effectiveness  in  working  with 
youth  groups  Acollege  degree  is  required.  Position 
reports  directly  to  the  lead  pastor  and  we  offer  a  com¬ 
petitive  salary  and  benefits  package.  We  invite 
resumes  and  references  from  those  looking  for  an 
opportunity  to  expand  upon  our  church's  tradition  of 
providing  dynamic  programming  for  our  youth. 
Please  contact:  Mr  Bob  Land,  Germantown  United 
Methodist  Church,  2331  Germantown  Road,  South, 
Germantown,  TN  38138-5943.  (901)  754-7216  Fax 
(901)753-3112.  


FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  Ministries 
needed  for  growing,  strongly  evangelical  church 
Plan,  coordinate,  supervise  entire  music  program- 
contemporary  and  traditional  Vocal  skills  neces¬ 
sary.  Salary/benefits  $25,000-$30,000  depending 
on  expenence.  Resume  and  3  references  by 
December  8  to:  St.  Stephen's  UMC,  4601  Juan 
Tabo  NE,  Albuquerque,  NM  87111  Fax  (505)  294- 
6243 


FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  Ministries 
sought  by  1750-member  United  Methodist  Church 
serving  the  Texas  A&M  University  and  averaging 
900  in  worship.  Church  seeks  an  enthusiastic  and 
visionary  leader  who  dreams  of  creating  an  excit¬ 
ing,  cutting  edge  music  ministry  for  today's  church. 
Bachelors  degree  in  music  required,  with  master's 
degree  and/or  advanced  study  preferred.  Appli¬ 
cants  should  demonstrate  gifts  in  personnel  recruit¬ 
ing  and  choir  building,  initiative  and  creativity  in 
programming,  and  the  ability  to  produce  music  rel¬ 
evant  to  university  students  and  other  campus  con¬ 
stituents.  United  Methodist  background  not  a 
requirement.  Church  is  willing  to  offer  competitive 
and  creative  compensation  package  commensu¬ 
rate  with  experience,  passion,  and  ability.  Detailed 
ministry  and  position  profile  available  upon  request 
For  profile  or  more  information,  contact:  Search 
Committee,  do  Rev.  Charles  Anderson,  A&M  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  417  University,  College  Sta- 
tion,  TX  77840-1375.  Phone:  (409)  846-8731. 


EDUCATIONAL  TRAVEL-STUDY  MINISTRY  seek¬ 
ing  Regional  Directors  for  states  of:  MN,  N,  CA.  Part- 
time  income  and  travel  benefits.  Contact:  Kristine, 
Educational  Opportunities:  1-800-929-5327 


JOURNEYS  OF  PAUL  Learn  about  the  early  church 
and  the  ministry  of  Paul  when  you  travel  in  his  foot¬ 
steps  to  Greece  or  Turkey.  Depart  Summer/Fall  1 9% 
1 0day  trip  starts  at  $1 ,698.  Clergy  scholarships  avail¬ 
able.  Call  Bruce  at  1  -800-247-001 7. 


FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  AND  Young 
Adult  Ministries  for  a  strong  family-oriented  1600- 
member  church  in  the  Orlando,  Florida  area.  Bach¬ 
elor's  degree  and  experience  in  youth  ministry 
required.  Certification  and/or  training  in  youth  min¬ 
istries  is  preferred.  Responsible  for  comprehensive 
youth  and  young  adult  ministry.  Salary  is  commen¬ 
surate  with  experience  and  training.  Send  resume 
to:  Paul  Dickinson,  Asbury  United  Methodist 
Church,  220  West  Horatio  Ave.,  Maitland,  FL 
32751. 


GRAND  EUROPE.  Explore  7  of  Europe's  most 
acclaimed  countries.  Visit  London,  Paris,  Amster¬ 
dam,  Cologne,  Rhine  Cruise,  Heidelburg,  Munich, 
Salzburg,  Innsbruck,  Liechtenstein,  Lucerne, 
Zurich.  Depart  Summer  19%.  14-day  trip  starts  at 
$2,598.  Clergy  scholarships  available.  Call  Bruce 
at  1-800-247-0017. 


YOUTH  MINISTER  FOR  LARGE  evangelical 
UMC,  suburban  Houston.  Minimum:  evangelical, 
B.A.,  experience,  dynamic,  references  Desired: 
musical  skills  Salary,  housing,  full  benefits. 
Resume:  Foundry  UMC,  8350  Jones  Road,  Hous¬ 
ton,  TX  77065.  Fax:  (713)  937-9418.  Phone:  (713) 
937-9388. 


DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  for  large 
Methodist  church  on  the  Central  Florida  coast, 
average  attendance  900.  College  degree  and  3 
years  expenence  required.  Responsible  for  entire 
youth  ministries  of  church  and  training  and  equip¬ 
ping  of  adult  volunteer  group.  (407)  267-7922  for 
information/application.  November  15  deadline. 


DO  YOU  WANT  TO  ADOPT  A  BABY?  Methodist 
Mission  Home,  San  Antonio.  Now  accepting  appli¬ 
cations.  Texas  and  New  Mexico  residents  call  (21 0) 
"“  •7021  for  information. 


WANTED-  DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  Education 
lor  a  growing  900-member  United  Methodist 
church.  Send  inquiries  to:  Search  Committee,  1501 
Denver  Street,  Portland,  TX  78374. 


EAST  OHIO  CONFERENCE  OFFICE  of  Pastoral 
Care  taking  applications  for  Associate  Director 
Degreed,  Ohio  licensable,  professional 
affiliation(s),  committed  Christian.  Starting  July  1, 
1996  Application  deadline  January  31,  1996 
Resume:  Mrs.  Jan  Baker,  Search  Committee,  do 
Office  Pastoral  Care.  1201 -30th  St.  NW,  Canton. 
OH  44709.  The  policy  of  East  Ohio  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  is  to  employ  qualified  persons,  with  intention¬ 
al  emphasis  upon  inclusiveness.  Will  be  made  con¬ 
crete  in  age,  sex.  race,  ethnic,  other  fundamental 
human  considerations. 


ORGANIST/PIANIST  NEEDED  FOR  LARGE  sub¬ 
urban  congregation  with  dynamic  music  program. 
Resumes:  Bear  Creek  UMC,  16000  Rippling 
Water,  Houston,  TX  77084,  attn.:  Director  of 
music. 


FREE  SAMPLE:  SENIOR  ADULT  Ministries 
newsletter.  Send  SASE  to:  Senior  Adult  Ministries 
Newsletter,  1404  Subella  Drive,  Columbia,  MO 
65203. 


1986  SAVILLE  2  MANUAL  ELECTRONIC  organ, 
25  rank  equivalent.  AGO  specifications,  $12,000 
negotiable,  hear  by  11/26.  (314)  442-4884, 


DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  for  large 
Methodist  church  in  Jacksonville.  FL.  Degree  and 
experience  desired.  Send  resume  to:  Southside 
United  Methodist  Church,  3120  Hendncks  Avenue, 
Jacksonville,  FL  32207.  (904)  3%-2676. 


PART-TIME  CHOIR  DIRECTOR.  One  adult  choir 
weekly  and  one  children's  choir  monthly.  Salary 
negotiable,  plus  mileage.  Contact:  Rev.  Woody 
Weilage  (817)  567-6341.  First  UMC.  406  N.  Main, 
Jacksboro,  TX  76458. 


5200-MEMBER  CHURCH  IN  NEED  OF  full-time 
Director  of  Youth  Ministries.  Salary  negotiable. 
Resumes  to:  First  UMC,  313  N.  Center  Street, 
Arlington,  TX  76011  until  11/27/95.  References 
mandatory. 


CHURCH  ADMINISTRATOR  FOR  First  Untied 
Methodist  Church  of  Montgomery,  Alabama,  3200 
members.  Duties  include  office  manager,  financial 
administration,  and  property  management.  PI 
send  resume  to:  Dr.  Karl  K.  Stegall,  PO.  Box  6150, 
Montgomery,  AL36106.  Salary  commensurate  with 
qualifications. 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  and 
Youth  Director  Federated  Community  Church, 
Flagstaff,  AZ  (a  Presbyterian,  United  Methodist, 
Community  Church)  seeks  DCE  and/or  YD.  Posi¬ 
tions  could  be  one  full-time  or  two  part-time.  Full¬ 
time  salary  from  20-30K.  Lay  or  clergy  will  be  con¬ 
sidered.  Great  opportunity.  Northern  AZ  ski  country 
and  more.  Write  or  call  for  application  packet.  Clos¬ 
ing  date  12/31/95.  Federated  Community  Church, 
PO.  Box  1802,  Flagstaff,  AZ  86002.  (520)  774- 
7383.  (calls  for  printed  information  only). 


LOUISIANA  CONFERENCE  IS  RECEIVING  appli¬ 
cations  for  Director/Marketing  Manager  of  their 
Conference  Retreat  Center.  Salary  will  be  based 
on  experience  and  qualification.  Send  resumes  to: 
Dr.  Odell  Simmons,  3300  Eton  Street,  New 
Orleans,  LA  70131.  E.O.E. 


NEW  POSITIONS:  ASSOCIATE  COUNCIL  Direc¬ 
tors  (Local  Church  Specialists)  and  Director  of 
Camping,  Iowa  Annual  Conference,  United 
Methodist  Church.  To  start  July  1, 1996.  Contact: 
Sue  Ney,  500  E.  Court,  Suite  C,  Des  Moines.  IA 
50309,  (515)  283-1991  x114  for  information.  Appli¬ 
cations  due  December  31, 1995 


FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  of  Val¬ 
paraiso,  a  1200-member  congregation,  located 
near  Chicago,  is  seeking  a  Director  of  Youth  Min¬ 
istries.  Send  resume  and  inquiries  to:  103  N 
Franklin  Street,  Valparaiso,  IN  46383.  Phone:  (219) 
465-1661. 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  with 
emphasis  on  children,  youth  and  family  program¬ 
ming  needed  for  growing  church.  A  full-time  posi¬ 
tion  with  salary  negotiable  according  to  experience. 
Send  application/resume  to:  First  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Oneida,  PO.  Box  445,  Oneida,  TN  37841 
or  further  information  call  (423)  569-8828  between 
9:00  a.m.  and  noon. 


NEEDED:  FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  Youth  Min¬ 
istries  for  3700-member  church.  College  education 
required,  as  well  as  experience  and  vision  that 
would  reflect  spiritual  and  effective  youth  leader¬ 
ship  for  vibrant  mission  oriented  youth  group.  Send 
resume  to:  Search  Committee,  Marvin  UMC,  300 
W.  Erwin,  Tyler,  TX  75702. 


YOUTH-FAMILY  MINISTER.  AGROWING  evan¬ 
gelical  UMC  seeks  an  enthusiastic  person  fora  full¬ 
time  position.  Excellent  facilities  and  support.  Great 
potential  for  growth.  Resumes/inquiries  to:  Portage 
UMC,  8740  S.  Westnedge,  Portage,  Ml  49002 
(616)327-6761 


1500+  MEMBER  UNITED  METHODIST  Church 
looking  for  Director  of  Adult  Ministries.  Must  have 
expenence  and  degree  in  Christian  education  or  min¬ 
istry  Salary  negotiable  (plus  benefits)  based  on  expe¬ 
rience  Send  resume,  including  current  reference  to: 
Grace  UMC,  400  East  Field  Ave.,  Venice,  FL34285 


Journalist  bids  United  Methodists 
to  discuss  'a  common  dream' 


By  RALPH  BAKER 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE— The  only  way 
to  recapture  the  spirit  of  the 
nation's  founders  and  regain  the 
spirit  of  their  dream  is  to  resume 
the  dialogue  and  engage  in  debate, 
a  noted  journalist  told  the  United 
Methodist  Commission  on  Com¬ 
munications  during  its  annual 
meeting  Oct.  20-22. 

John  Seigenthaler,  founder  of 
the  Freedom  Forum  First  Amend¬ 
ment  Center  at  Vanderbilt  Univer¬ 
sity,  founding  editorial  director  of 
USAToday  and  former  publisher 
of  The  Tennessean  newspaper, 
said  he  was  shaken  by  the  O.J. 
Simpson  trial  in  Los  Angeles  and 
the  Million  Man  March  in  Wash¬ 
ington. 

“They  reflected  a  stark  and 
deserved  image  of  a  society 
demeaned,  and  at  moments  near 
demented,  by  sudden  realization 
that  the  country  now  is  dominat¬ 
ed  by  hostile  and  hateful  racial 
divisions,”  he  said. 

Those  two  events  confronted 
the  nation  with  the  inescapable  and 
unavoidable  understanding  that 
“ethnic  cleavages  tear  at  the  fabric 
of  our  society,"  he  explained. 

That  cleavage  is  so  deep  that  it 
“mocks  any  concept  that  we  are  a 
nation  on  which  God  has  shed  his 
grace.”  Mr.  Seigenthaler  said. 

Acknowledging  that  he  is  a  pro¬ 
ponent  of  the  concept  of  trial  by 
jury  with  a  standard  of  reasonable 
doubt  as  a  bar  to  conviction,  Mr. 
Seigenthaler  said  the  Simpson 
verdict  concerned  him  less  than 
“the  instantaneous  reaction.  .  .in 
neighborhoods  across  this  land.” 

Those  contrasting  reactions 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  evi¬ 
dence,  he  said. 

“They  had  only  to  do  with  a 
sense  of  race" — on  one  side  “ela¬ 
tion,"  on  the  other  “remorse.” 

On  the  one  side,  he  said,  peo¬ 
ple  felt  for  all  the  Emmet  Till  and 
Medger  Evers  verdicts  against 
black  people,  “it  was  get-even 
time.” 

On  the  other  side  was  the  sick¬ 
ening  conviction  “that  the  jury 
trial  will  never  again  serve  this 
society  as  long  as  black  jurors  are 
selected  to  try  black  defendants.” 

These  sentiments  are  “clearly 
grounded  in  a  sense  of  racial  sep¬ 


aratism,"  Mr.  Seigenthaler  said. 

In  Washington  for  another 
meeting  at  the  time  of  the  Million 
Man  March,  Mr.  Seigenthaler 
said,  as  the  “flood  of  black  men 
swept  toward  the  mall,”  white 
workers  stayed  away  from  the 
central  city  in  droves. 

This  separatism  has  “been  with 
us  and  we  haven’t  looked  at  it,” 
he  said.  For  30  years  Americans 
have  lived  with  the  dream  of  Mar¬ 
tin  Luther  King  Jr.  that  if  we  kept 
“our  eyes  on  the  prize,”  we  would 
overcome. 

Participants  in  the  Million  Man 
March  were  driven  into  the 
streets,  not  by  Louis  Farrakhan's 
anti-semitic,  homophobic  radical¬ 
ism,  but  by  the  realization  that 
after  30  years  we  have  failed  to 
make  the  dream  come  true,  said 
Mr.  Seigenthaler. 

Politicians  have  abdicated  the 
field  of  debate  against  the  radicals 
and  the  rascals,  he  said.  Referring 
to  the  last  election,  he  said,  “There 
was  no  debate  ...  no  discussion  . 

. .  no  dialogue.” 

When  the  country's  founders  set 
down  the  45  words  of  the  First 
Amendment,  they  intended  the 
nation  to  grow  and  prosper  through 
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WASHINGTON-John 
Seigenthaler,  founding  edito¬ 
rial  director  of  USA  Today, 
says  he  was  shaken  by  both 
the  O.J.  Simpson  trial  and  the 
Million  Man  March. 

debate  and  dialogue,  he  said.  He 
attributed  the  failure  to  achieve  the 
dream  to  failure  by  politicians,  the 
media  and  the  church  "to  plead  the 
cause  of  the  dream.” 


Write  on! 

Send  for  a  set  of  10  pocket  calendars  wtth  missionary 
children’s  birthdays  with  a  companion  wall  calendar 
containing  the  addresses  of  these  children.  Encourage  your 
children  to  write  to  these  missionary  children. 
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_  -ve  areas  in  New  Orleans  District  Thanksgiving 

and  a  Fallen 

apply  as  Shalom  Zones 


NOVEMBER  17,  1995 


Peacemaker 


.  .  seek  the  shalom 
of  the  community,  for  it 
is  in  its  shalom  that  you 
will  find  your  shalom.” 
Jeremiah  29:7 

Five  areas  in  the  New  Orleans 
district  have  applied  to  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  to  be 
designated  a  Community  of 
Shalom  (Shalom  Zone).  In 
becoming  a  “Shalom  Zone”  the 
churches  pledge  to  work  for  the 
transformation  of  the  area. 
Shalom  Zones  are  defined  geo¬ 
graphically  and  are  usually 
defined  by  neighborhoods. 

The  Los  Angeles  riots,  fol¬ 
lowing  the  acquittal  of  the  police 
officers  accused  of  the  Rodney 
King  beating,  captured  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  at  its  General 
Conference  in  1992.  At  that 
time  the  church  felt  a  great  need 
to  respond  to  the  poverty  strick¬ 
en  areas  of  Los  Angeles  and 


other  areas  of  our  country  which 
needed  help,  hope  and  healing. 

An  important  aspect  of  a 
Community  of  Shalom  is  shar¬ 
ing  the  Gospel  message  with  the 
community.  “I  see  Shalom 
Zones  as  a  way  to  bring  transfor¬ 
mation  to  churches  and  commu¬ 
nities  in  the  New  Orleans 
District,”  said  Carole  Cotton- 
Winn,  New  Orleans  District 
Superintendent. 

In  the  old  Testament,  shalom 
( eirene  in  the  New  Testament 
Greek)  is  more  than  an  absence 
of  conflict  but  everything  that 
makes  for  our  highest  good. 

Shalom  is  a  state  of  whole¬ 
ness  in  which  people  experience 
health,  prosperity,  security,  one¬ 
ness  with  nature,  and  spiritual 
renewal. 

In  John  14:27  Jesus  in  some 
of  his  final  moments  with  the 
disciples  offers  them  these 
words,  “My  peace  I  leave  with 


Special  Conference  Session 
Visitor  Registration 

Seats  are  available  for  visitors  interested  in  attending 
the  Conference’s  special  session  on  December  9,  1995. 
The  event  will  take  place  at  the  Ramada  Inn 
Convention  Centre  in  Alexandria.  It  will  begin  at  10 
am  and  end  by  4  pm.  The  Conference  Center  site  will 
be  open  for  tours  (information  will  be  published  in  an 
upcoming  edition  of  the  Reporter.)  The  fee  to  attend 
this  session  is  $10.00,  which  includes  lunch. 

Send  your  fee  and  the  following  information  (name, 
address,  church)  to  your  district  office  by  November 
21, 1995,  if  possible.  Please  note  on  your  information 
that  you  are  attending  as  a  visitor.  Registrations  will 
be  accepted  up  until  December  9th,  however  early  reg¬ 
istrations  will  help  in  planning  the  event. 

Additional  information  concerning  this  session  can 
be  obtained  through  your  district  office. 


Town  and  Country  Ministries  Retreat 
November  28  -  29, 1995 


The  Rex  Squyres  Town  and  Country  Retreat  will  be 
held  November  28  -  29,  1995  at  Uskichitto  Retreat 
Center,  Lake  Charles  District.  The  focus  of  the  event 
will  be  “Quest  for  Small  Membership  Churches.”  The 
resource  team  will  be  led  by  Rev.  Leslie  Akin,  director 
Conference  Council  on  Ministries. 

The  retreat  registration  will  begin  at  11:00  am  on 
Tuesday  and  will  conclude  with  Holy  Communion  on 
Wednesday  at  1 1:30  am.  Lunch  will  be  served  on  both 
days. 

The  cost  of  the  event  is  $25.  Checks  should  be  made 
to  Louisiana  Annual  Conference.  Send  registration 
information  (name,  address,  phone,  and  church)  with  fee 
to: 

Rev.  T.  R.  Bergeron,  Sr. 

1800  Orchid  Street 

Lake  Charles,  LA  70601. 


you  .  .  not  as  the  world  gives. 
Do  not  let  your  hearts  be  trou¬ 
bled.”  (NRSV) 

The  peace  (e;Vene\shalom)  is 
the  transforming  power  of  God 
at  work  in  and  through  us  for 
hope,  healing  and  wholeness.* 

The  four  goals  of  a  Shalom 
Zone  are:* 

1.  Develop  communities  ; 
economically  in  the  following 
areas:  affordable  housing,  job 
development,  job  training  and 
placement,  commercial  develop¬ 
ment  and  community  develop¬ 
ment. 

2.  Address  race  and  class 
justice  issues  and  develop  better 
relationships  among  people  of 
different  race  and/or  classes. 

3.  Improve  health  care  and 


the  coordination  of  social  ser¬ 
vices  within  the  community. 

4.  Develop  congregations 
to  be  more  effective  in  their  wit¬ 
ness  and  as  strategic  bases  for 
ministry  within  the  community. 

The  five  areas  in  New 
Orleans  are  Thirteenth  Ward  - 
Napoleon  Avenue  UMC,  Gert 
Town  -  Phillips  Memorial  UMC, 
North  Kenner  -  Messiah  UMC 
and  El  Mesias  UMC,  Kenner  - 
Kenner,  First  UMC  and  Thomas 
UMC;  and  Central  City-  First 
Street  UMC. 


*  excerpts  from  Shalom 
Zones.  United  Methodists 

Initiative  for  Hope.  Healing  and 

Wholeness.  GBGM,  Urban 
Ministry 


Bishop  William  B.  Oden 


PPACT  an  answer 
to  a  call 


submitted  by  Gloria  Firmin 
The  call  came  loud  and  long 
in  the  St.  Roch-by-water  neigh¬ 
borhood  of  New  Orleans.  It 
moaned  and  groaned  through  the 
decaying  houses,  obvious  pover¬ 
ty  and  displaced  people.  It 
screamed  when  drugs,  crime  and 
violence  came  into  the  neighbor¬ 
hood.  The  call  could  no  longer 
be  ignored  when  two  young  men 
were  gunned  down  in  broad  day¬ 
light  on  the  community  play¬ 
ground.  The  answer  to  the  call 
is  PPACT  -  People  Participating 
in  Community  Actions  for 
Community  Transformation 
The  principles  behind  PPACT 
are  very  similar  to  the  goals  of  a 
Shalom  Zone. 

PPACT  is  based  on  the  seven 
principles  of  Kwanza: 

UMOJA  -  Unity 

UJ1MA  -  Collective  work  and 


responsibility 

KUJICAGILIA  -  self-deter¬ 
mination 

KUMMBA  -  creativity 

NIA  -  purpose 

IMANI  -  faith. 

The  mission  of  PPACT  is  to 
improve  human  and  economic 
development  in  the  areas  of 
education,  culture,  family  rela¬ 
tions,  recreation,  housing,  busi¬ 
ness.  employment  and  youth. 
The  challenge  comes  in  putting 
their  philosophy  to  work  in  their 
ministry. 

In  July,  PPACT  held  a  candle¬ 
light  vigil  to  remember  those 
two  young  men  and  to  announce 
to  their  community  their  intent 
to  work  for  change  in  the  com¬ 
munity.  The  vigil  was  organized 
because  PPACT  took  the  leader¬ 
ship  in  bringing  together  other 
churches  and  neighborhood 


These  words  are  written  the 
day  of  Yitzhak  Rabin’s  funeral. 

Mr.  Rabin  was  known  as  one  of 
the  heroic  war  leaders  of  Israel. 

He  has  often  been  compared  to 
Joab,  the  great  general  of  King 

David.  He  was  tough  and  unyielding  in  war.  Yet,  he  became 
Israel’s  greatest  peace  leader,  even  winning  the  Nobel  Peace 
Prize  in  partnership  with  Yasser  Arafat  and  Shimon  Peres. 

These  words  are  also  being  written  for  the 
Thanksgiving  edition  of  the  Louisiana  United  Methodist 
Reporter.  They  will  be  read  before  the  Sunday  we  give  thanks 
for  all  the  good  gifts  and  mercies  bestowed  upon  us  by  our 
Creator,  both  as  individuals  and  as  a  nation. 

Grieving  for  a  fallen  world  leader  of  peace  at  the  same 
time  we  give  thanks  for  all  the  gifts  our  God  has  given  to  us 
seems  almost  contradictory.  Yet,  this  is  the  way  life  comes  to 
us,  for  at  its  deepest  level,  thanksgiving  is  a  lifestyle  of  trust¬ 
ing  God  even  beyond  the  hurts,  heartaches,  and  hideous 
events  in  human  life. 


So  let  us  give  thanks  for  peace  at  the  same  time  we 
acknowledge  the  tremendous  cost  for  the  peacemakers. 


St.  Roch  Residents  march  acrooss  the  playground  where  two  young 
men  were  killed.  They  gathered  to  express  their  desire  to  transform 
their  community. 


Despite  the  threat  of  rain  residents  of  the  St.  Roch  area  in  New 
Orleans  gather  for  a  candlelight  vigil. 


groups  into  a  coalition  call  Faith 
Work.  During  the  vigil,  resi¬ 
dents  pledged  to  work  for  peace 
in  St.  Roch. 

The  organization  continues  to 
make  its'  presence  known 
through  a  Community  Worship 
Service.  They  are  working  on  a 
plan  to  develop  Nia  House.  Nia 
House  will  serve  the  youth  of 
the  community  through  tutoring 
and  conflict  resolution.  Plans 
are  also  being  made  for  a 
Celebrating  Community  Festival 
to  be  held  in  the  summer  of 
1996.  The  group  supports  Great 
Expectations,  which  is  an  orga¬ 
nization  serving  the  needs  of 
babies  and  parents. 

PPACT  is  a  dynamic  project 


under  the  leadership  of  Gloria 
Firmin,  Community  Developer 
in  the  New  Orleans  District. 
Thompson  UMC  is  the  host 
church  in  this  project  along  with 
other  community  partners  such 
as  St.  Roch  Community 
Improvement  Association,  True 
Vine  Missionary  Baptist  Church 
and  the  St.  Roch  Booster  Club. 
PPACT  is  funded  by  the  Urban 
Ministries  of  the  New  Orleans 
District.  Special  Ministries, 
Peach  with  Justice  Offering  and 
the  Office  of  Community 
Developers  National  Program 
Division  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 


From  1909  and  into  the  21st  Century  St.  Mark’s  Announces  A 
Creative  New  Vision  for  the  Future 


You  are  invited  to  come  to  a 
reunion  and  a  “moving  into  the 
future”  celebration  at  St.  Mark's 
Community  Center  entitled: 
“Bring  a  memory,  make  a 
promise”. 


The  event  will  be  held 
Tuesday,  November  21st,  from 
6-10  pm.  This  open  house  will 
be  a  time  to  celebrate  the  past  88 
years  of  St.  Mark's  within  the 
community  and  highlight  the 


These  two  young  men  share  a  quiet  moment  together  at  St.  Mark's 
Community  Center  in  New  Orleans.  St.  Mark's  is  hosting  an  open 
house  on  November  21,  1995. 


directions  St.  Mark's  will  move 
toward  in  the  future. 

The  evening  will  offer  an 
opportunity  to  meet  Rev.  Greg 
Dike,  the  new  Director  of  the 
Community  Center  and  the  pas¬ 
tor  of  St.  Mark's  Church.  You 
will  be  able  to  meet  the  new 
President  (elect)  of  the 
Community  Center,  Ms.  Myrna 
Bright,  as  well  as  our  new  Board 
members.  This  occasion  will 
also  be  a  time  to  honor  Mr. 
Ronnie  Robinson  for  over  twen¬ 
ty  years  of  work  in  the  St. 
Mark’s  Youth  Development 
Program. 

We  look  forward  to  having 
you  join  us  on  November  21st. 
We  want  to  share  with  you  some 
of  our  future  visions,  and  to 
reminisce  about  our  long  and 
colorful  past.  We  hope  you'll 
find  time  that  night  to  reconnect 
with  old  friends,  enjoy  the  music 
of  the  Ison-Ford  Experience,  and 


eat  plenty  of  New  Orleans  home 
cooking. 

Please  contact  Greg  Dike  at 
St.  Mark's  (504)529-1681  with 
any  questions.  St.  Mark’s 
Community  Center  is  located  at 
1130  North  Rampart  Street  in 
New  Orleans. 


See  Page  6  of 
this  publication 
for  more  infor¬ 
mation  on 

St.  Mark’s 
Community 
Center. 
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Give  thanks  for  peacemakers 


For  those  willing  to  make  the 
ultimate  sacrifice  for  peace  with 
justice,  as  Israel's  late  prime  min¬ 
ister  Yitzhak  Rabin  did,  we  need 
to  express  our  thanksgiving  for 
the  peacemakers  and  to  God,  the 
ultimate  Peacemaker. 

Palestinians  hated  Mr.  Rabin 
because  he  had  waged  war  on 
them  as  a  terrorist.  Israeli  conser¬ 
vatives  hated  him  because  they 
felt  that  his  land-for-peace  deal 
sold  Israel  out  to  the  wishes  of 
Arabs  by  returning  precious  land 
they  had  conquered. 

Yet  the  global  community 
probably  will  remember  Mr. 
Rabin  as  the  Jewish  leader  who 
bravely  signed  a  peace  accord 
with  Palestinian  President  Yass¬ 
er  Arafat  and  shook  his  hand  at 
the  White  House  on  Sept.  13, 
1993.  The  sight  of  these  two  ene¬ 
mies  clasping  hands  (see  photo 
at  right),  reminds  us  of  Yitzhak 
Rabin  the  peacemaker,  a  soldier 
tired  of  the  fighting  and  blood¬ 
shed  seeking  a  better  way  for  all. 
The  picture  reminds  us,  too,  of 
peace  as  the  hope  of  reconcilia¬ 
tion  between  former  enemies. 

Mr.  Rabin  waged  peace  as 
aggressively  as  he  waged  war. 
His  final  mission  was  speaking 
and  singing  words  of  peace  to 
and  with  a  crowd  of  100,000 
peacemakers,  after  which  he  was 
gunned  down  by  an  Israeli 
zealot — an  enemy  of  peace,  and 
particularly  peace  with  justice. 

Like  so  many  peacemakers 
before  him,  including  the 
Hebrew  prophets  of  old  and 
Jesus  who  lamented  over 
Jerusalem  as  a  place  where 
prophets  were  killed  (Matthew 
23:37-39),  Mr.  Rabin  intuitively 
must  have  known  that  sooner  or 
later  he  could  sacrifice  his  life  as 
the  price  for  his  peacemaking— 
the  supreme  sacrifice  of  bringing 
his  people  and  the  Palestinians 
into  a  peaceful  coexistence  in  the 
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WASHINGTON— However  reluctantly  Yitzhak  Rabin,  with  President  Clinton's  encourage¬ 
ment,  grasped  the  hand  of  Yasser  Arafat  in  September  1993,  his  subsequent  persistence  in 
the  Middle  East  peace  process  proved  him  to  be  a  genuine  peacemaker  for  whom  Chris¬ 
tians  everywhere  should  give  thanks  (see  related  editorial  at  left). 
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same  Holy  Land. 

For  Christians,  God's  ultimate 
peacemaker  was  Jesus,  who  not 
only  lived  in  sacrificial  terms  but 
also  understood  that  His  death 
would  be  His  supreme  sacrifice. 

We  remember  again  and 
again,  in  praying  the  Commu¬ 
nion  ritual's  Great  Thanksgiving 
prayer  and  in  the  receiving  of  the 
bread  and  the  cup,  that  we  are 
sharing  in  Christ's  sacrificial 
death. 

If  Mr.  Rabin  receives  the 
respect  to  which  he  is  entitled,  he 
will  be  remembered  more  as  a 
peacemaker  and  less  as  a  peace 
taker.  And  we  hope  that  young 


extremists  who  believe  that  they 
act  on  God’s  behalf  when  they 
fire  words  and  bullets  of  hatred 
will  realize  that  nothing  can  stop 
peacemaking 

Thanksgiving  is  an  opportune 
time  to  remember  the  sacrifices 
of  life’s  peacemakers.  Let  us 
thank  God: 

■  For  the  peacemaking  efforts 
of  Yitzhak  Rabin, 

■  For  the  peacemaking  efforts 
of  Yasser  Arafat, 

■  For  peacemakers  working 
towards  a  just  peace  in  Israel  and 
Palestine, 

■  For  peacemakers  in  Jewish 
communities  in  Israel  and  in  syn¬ 
agogues  everywhere  who  strive 
for  lasting  peace  over  this 
volatile  land  rights  issue, 

■  For  peacemakers  among 


Arabs  who  seek  productive  rela¬ 
tionships  with  Jews. 

We  also  thank  God: 

■  For  peacemakers  working 
towards  a  just  peace  in  Bosnia 
and  Burundi, 

■  For  the  peace  that  has  come 
to  the  former  Soviet  Union, 

■  For  the  peace  that  has  come 
to  many  city  streets  in  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States  and 

■  For  the  peace  that  has  come 
to  American  homes  where  vio¬ 
lence  and  disrespect  for  each 
other  has  been  replaced  by  God’s 
shalom. 

Give  these  thanks  and  many 
more.  Pray  for  the  peace  of 
Jerusalem ;  “May  they  prosper 
who  love  you.  Peace  be  within 
your  walls,  and  security  within 
your  towers  (Psalm  122:6-7)." 


Being  and  doing  are  parts  of  a  whole 


I  am  writing  in  response  to  your 
editorial  of  Oct.  20  on  practicing 
being  with  God: 

Being  and  doing  are  expres¬ 
sions  of  one  whole.  It’s  the  dual- 
istic  nature  of  Western  thought 
that  leads  us  to  separate  them. 

Having  said  that,  I  must  admit 
that  I  still  experience  a  very  real 
tension  between  being  and  doing 
in  my  own  life. 

By  personality,  I  am  a  BE-er, 
one  of  the  Marys  of  the  world.  In 
that  sense  Catholicism,  especial¬ 
ly  in  its  contemplative  tradition, 
is  nourishing  to  me.  In  fact,  my 
roots  are  Catholic.  I  was  baptized 
and  raised  in  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church  and  I  still  belong  to  a 
Catholic  meditation  group  that 
sits  in  silence  in  the  tradition  of 
the  Christian  mystics. 

Yet  I  am  active  in  the  world,  as 
a  United  Methodist.  My  church 
membership  reflects  my  need  to 
join  the  Marthas,  the  doers  of  the 
world. 

The  challenge,  whatever  our 
inclinations  of  our  personalities 
whether  as  individuals  or  denom¬ 
inations,  is  to  move  beyond  the 
limitations  of  our  individuality  to 
an  expression  of  our  Christ-nature 
which  encompasses  both  being 
and  doing. 

In  Christ  we  have  the  perfect 
model  for  the  union  of  the  active 


Letters 
to  the  Editor 

life  and  the  contemplative  life. 
Christ’s  years  of  ministry  show  us 
what  we  need  to  be  doing  in  the 
world.  And  Christ  instructed  us  to 
“make  disciples  of  all  nations” 
(Matthew  28:19). 

However,  Christ  didn’t  define 
himself  by  his  work,  didn't  call 
himself  preacher  or  healer  or  sav¬ 
ior.  Instead,  when  asked  who  he 
claimed  to  be,  he  replied,  “Before 
Abraham  was,  I  AM  (John  8:58). 
This  powerful  expression  of  being 
echoed  the  words  of  God  the  Father: 
“I  AM  WHO  I  AM”  (Exodus  3: 14). 

At  Gethsemane,  Christ  called  us 
to  being  with  him,  asking  us: 
“Could  you  not  watch  one  hour?” 
(Mark  14:37).  Watch,  wait,  sit  in 

silence,  BE  with _ Adopting  this 

spiritual  practice  is  one  way,  as  you 
said,  “to  transcend  the  doing  of 
good  works  to  experience  the  mys¬ 
tery  of  BEING  with  God.” 

Gisele  Fontaine 
Inglewood,  California 

Clarification 

Denise  Johnson  Stovall’s 
reports  from  Burundi  were  very 
fine.  However,  I  would  like  to 


clarify  one  point. 

There  has  been  some  misun¬ 
derstanding  that  I  have  created  a 
new  United  Methodist  district 
while  I  am  living  in  Kenya.  This 
is  not  correct. 

What  has  happened  is  this:  A 
congregation  in  Kenya  was 
formed  by  the  Rev.  Solomon 
Muwanga  of  Uganda  while  he 
was  affiliated  with  the  Methodist 
Church  of  Kenya.  When  the 
Methodist  Church  of  Kenya  with¬ 
drew  from  Uganda  because  of 
their  countries  ’  poor  political  rela¬ 
tionship,  the  Kenya  congregation 
sought  affiliation  with  The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church. 

The  Africa  Central  Conference 
of  The  United  Methodist  Church 
accepted  the  Kenya  Congrega¬ 
tion,  and  it  was  placed  under  the 
Burundi  Annual  Conference’s 
supervision. 

J.  Alfred  Ndoricimpa 
Nairobi,  Kenya 

Editor’s  note:  Bishop  Ndoricim¬ 
pa  is  episcopal  leader  of  the  Burun¬ 
di  Annual  Conference.  Currently 
he  lives  in  exile  in  Kenya  because 
of  threats  against  his  life  by  politi¬ 
cal  extremists  in  Burundi. 

I  resent  cartoon 

The  cartoon  strip  “For  Heaven’s 
Sake”  by  Mike  Morgan  published 


For  Heaven's  Sake 


By  Mike  Morgan 
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in  the  Nov.  1 0  issue  of  the  Reporter 
really  hit  my  “hot  button.” 

One  of  the  cartoonist’s  charac¬ 
ters  quoted  amended  passages 
from  Matthew  25:35,36  and  then 
called  the  changed  words  the 
“Newt  Revised  Standard  Version.” 

I  submit  that  this  is  an  item  of 
political  comment  that  has  no 
place  in  a  denominational  organ 
such  as  the  Reporter.  I  resent  see¬ 
ing  it  in  our  church  news. 

Dave  Auxier 
Memphis,  Tennessee 

Why  should  we? 

I  just  read  that  the  United 
Methodist  General  Commission 
on  Christian  Unity  and  Interreli¬ 
gious  Concerns  is  asking  church 
members  to  renounce  centuries  of 
Christian  teachings  by  acknowl¬ 
edging  the  validity  of  “God’s  eter¬ 
nal  covenant  with  the  Jewish  peo¬ 
ple”  (see  UMR,  Nov.  3). 

Why  should  United  Methodists 
acknowledge  the  validity  of  God’s 
eternal  covenant  with  the  Jewish 
people  when  the  Jewish  people 
won’t  acknowledge  the  validity  of 
Jesus’ claim  to  be  the  Messiah? 

Tom  Cooper 
Granbury,  Texas 

Helped  wondrously 

I've  just  finished  reading  Daniel 
R.  Gangler's  article  on  St.  Stephen 
United  Methodist  Church  adopting 
a  Washington  elementary  school 
(see  UMR,  Oct.  27).  Mr.  Gangler 
did  an  excellent  job. 

I  hope  that  this  story  will 
encourage  other  churches  in  urban 
areas  to  do  what  the  people  of  St. 
Stephen’s  are  doing.  I  believe  that 
the  relationship  has  helped  won¬ 
drously  in  both  communities. 

William  H.  Acosta 
Norfolk,  Virginia 


Tell  us  your  views! 

Address  letters  for 
publication  to  "Letters  to 
the  Editor."  Include  your 
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telephone  number: 
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Missions  board  site 
selection  ignores 
approved  criteria 


By  M.  PHILIP  SUSAG 

As  a  member  of  the  original 
task  force  commissioned  by  the 
1 988  General  Conference  to  study 
the  headquarters  location  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries,  the  reports  of  the  action  by 
the  current  task  force  have 
become  increasingly  disturbing. 

It  appears  that  the  current 
group  has  totally  disregarded  the 
work  of  the  earlier  committee 
which  resulted  in  the  1992  vote  to 
move  the  offices. 

Our  charge  in  the  1988-92  task 
force  was  to  assess  the  feasibility 
of  moving  the  board  to  another 
location  which  might  be  more 
appropriate  to  the  entire  life  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church  and 
which,  more  importantly,  might 
result  in  meaningful  reduction  in 
operating  costs. 


Mid-sized  city  sought 

We  concluded  that  move  to  a 
mid-sized  city  with  features  such  as 
good  transportation  and  communi¬ 
cation,  a  multi- 
cultural  popula¬ 
tion  and  good  Reston,  Va.,  seems  to 
educational  and  have  all  the 
health  care  facil- 


ities  would  be  disadvantages  of  New 
both  economical  York  City  plus  the 
”1™,!  complication  of 

In  assessing  r  .  .  ,  v.cmu>uuvv  * 

the  cost  factors,  Operating  in  the  intense  mate  of  a  $42  mil 

lion  cost  together 
with  a  general 
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M.  Philip  Susag  is 
a  member  of 
South  United 
Methodist  Church 
in  Manchester, 
Connecticut  (New 
England  Annual 
Conference). 


ments  on  mortgages,  if  any  were 
required,  on  acquired  facilities. 
Actually  there  were  several  indica¬ 
tions  that  properties  might  be 
offered  as  a  gift.  Without  authority 
to  negotiate  an  actual  move,  these 
gift  possibilities  were  not  pursued. 

It  appears  that  the  suggestion 
of  the  current  committee  to  move 
Global  Ministries  to  Reston,  Va., 
ignores  all  the  criteria  and  conclu¬ 
sions  of  the  original  task  force  on 
which  the  1992  General  Confer¬ 
ence  decision  was  based. 

In  fact,  Reston  seems  to  have  all 
the  disadvantages 
of  New  York  City 
plus  the  complica¬ 
tion  of  operating  in 
the  intense  political 
arena  of  the  nation¬ 
al  capital.  Also  the 
Site  Selection 
Committee’s  esti- 


data  from  the  political  arena  of  the 
moveby,erito  national  capital. 

Louisville,  Ky.,  , 
when  applied  to 


the  Global  Ministries  situation, 
showed  that  the  headquarters 
itself  could  be  moved  for  approx¬ 
imately  $9.5  million  (1991)  dol¬ 
lars.  In  addition  there  could  be 
annual  operational  savings  on  the 
order  of  $1  million. 

Excluded  from  those  figures 
was  the  cost  related  to  staff  mort¬ 
gages  held  by  Global  Ministries, 
estimated  at  that  time  to  be  about 
$3.5  million.  Also  no  considera¬ 
tion  was  given  to  the  cost  of  facili¬ 
ty  acquisition  because  it  was 
assumed  that  any  purchased  would 
be  a  marketable  asset  rather  than 
an  expense  and  could  be  funded  by 
reallocation  of  existing  assets. 

Using  all  of  the  developed  data, 
it  appeared  that  the  direct  cost  of 
moving  could  be  recovered  in  10 
to  12  years  by  the  reduction  of 
direct  operating  expenses. 

We  anticipated  that  the  contin¬ 
ued  savings  in  operating  costs 
could  be  applied  to  interest  pay- 


apportionment 

_ must  have  been 

made  on  a  com¬ 
pletely  different  set  of  assumptions. 

A  completely  new  scenario 

The  result  of  all  this  is  a  report 
to  the  1996  General  Conference 
which  proposes  a  completely  new 
scenario  rather  than  being  the 
implementation  of  the  report 
accepted  in  1992. 1  hope  that  the 
delegates  will  recognize  that  this 
is  a  new  and  completely  different 
proposal. 

I  believe  the  original  conclu¬ 
sion  is  still  a  valid  and  credible 
option  which  would  be  more 
acceptable  and  would  accomplish 
the  intent  to  put  the  missions’ 
board’s  headquarters  in  a  more 
affordable  and  accessible  location. 

I  believe  our  report  to  the  1 992 
General  Conference  should  be 
required  reading  for  all  of  the 
1996  General  Conference  dele¬ 
gates  before  they  decide  what  to 
do  with  the  site  selection  commit¬ 
tee’s  recommendation. 


”/  am  enclosing  some  pictures  to  show  you  what  United 
Methodist  Development  Fund  is  helping  to  accomplish. 
This  is  going  to  be  a  beautiful  building. "  J.R. 


(Excerpted  from  letter  sent  by  a  church  member  of  Whiting  United  Methodist.) 

first  Mortgage  Money  Available 

The  United  Methodist  Development  Fund 

Providing  first  mortgage  loans  for  United  Methodist  churches, 
districts,  city  societies,  district  unions,  and  conference  church 
extension  societies:  for  new  construction,  renovations, 
additions,  relocations,  and  parsonages. 


For  information  and/or  a  Loan  Application  call 

1-212-870-3865. 


The  United  Methodist  Development  Fund 
Room  320,  475  Riverside  Drive,  New  York,  NY  10115 
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Faith  Watch 

From  news  and  staff  reports 

\ _ _ _ J 

ECUMENICAL  OFFICER: 

United  Methodist  Bishop 
William  Boyd  Grove  (Albany, 
N.Y.,  Area)  has  been  elected  the 
new  ecumenical  officer  of  the 
church’s  Council  of  Bishops. 
Bishop  Grove  will  succeed  Bish¬ 
op  Melvin  G.  Talbert  (San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Area)  who  is  assuming  the 
presidency  of  the  National  Coun¬ 
cil  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in 
the  U.S.A. 

BISHOP  DENIED  VISA:  The 

United  States  government 
refused  to  grant  a  visa  to  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Bishop  J.  Alfred 
Ndoricimpa  of  Burundi  to 

attend  the  recent  meeting  of  the 
Council  of  Bishops  at  Lake 
Junaluska,  N.C.  No  reason  for 
the  denial  was  given.  Bishop 
Ndoricimpa  is  in  exile  in  Kenya 
because  of  civil  unrest  in  his 
country. 

'LIVE  FOR  CHRIST':  Aleader 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Guatemala  says  death  threats 
against  her  and  others  have  only 
strengthened  their  commit¬ 
ment  to  serve  the  people  of  that 
country.  “If  we  live,  we  live  for 
Christ,”  said  Margarita  Valiente 
de  Similox,  to  the  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  in  a  report  on 
how  alleged  militia  have  abduct¬ 
ed  and  killed  ministers  early 
last  summer. 

MEDIATION  NEEDED:  The 
World  Council  of  Churches 
nfade  an  urgent  appeal  on  Nov. 
2  for  foreign  mediation  in  the 
civil  war  between  the  Sri 
Lankan  government  and  the 
island’s  Tamil  Tiger  guerrillas. 
According  to  government  esti¬ 
mates  recently  reported,  221  of 
its  own  soldiers  and  830  Tamil 
Tigers  have  been  killed  since  the 
Sri  Lankan  army  launched  its 
offensive  against  Jaffna  last 
month. 

'DANGEROUS  TREND':  The 

nation’s  Roman  Catholic  bishops 
warn  in  a  recently  released  state¬ 
ment  that  widespread  public 
cynicism  and  frustration  with 
the  political  process  is  “a  dan¬ 
gerous  trend,  threatening  to 
undermine  our  democratic  tra¬ 
ditions.”  The  bishops  decried  a 
political  process  that  they  said 
was  dominated  by  “the  politics 
of  money  and  polarization.” 

OPEN  PRIESTHOOD:  Call 
to  Action,  a  10,000-member 
group  of  progressive  Roman 
Catholics,  said  recently  it  will 
launch  a  campaign  to  persuade 
church  leaders  to  open  the 
priesthood  to  women  and  mar¬ 
ried  men. 

JESUS  SEMINAR:  The  Jesus 
Seminar,  a  group  of  biblical 
scholars  that  usually  contends 
that  the  Gospels  are  not  reliable 
historical  accounts,  has  reversed 
itself  by  giving  credence  to  the 
account  of  Jesus  overturning 
the  tables  of  money-changers 
in  the  Jerusalem  temple. 
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Flight  103  memorial 

ARLINGTON,  Va.  -  This 
memorial  cairn  for  victims  of 
Pan  Am  Flight  103  was  dedi¬ 
cated  recently.  The  Cairn,  a 
traditional  Scottish  monu¬ 
ment  located  at  Arlington 
National  Cemetery,  was 
made  of  270  stones,  one  for 
each  life  lost  in  the  Decem¬ 
ber  1988  bombing. 


Bishops  unveil  proposal  on  ministry 


Offices  of  ordained  deacon, 
lay  mission  steward  highlight 
report  of  study  committee 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.— 
The  United  Methodist  Council  of 
Bishops  unanimously  has  endorsed 
a  report  that  will  change  the  way 
the  church  prepares  and  organizes 
its  lay  and  clergy  ministers. 

The  proposal  will  be  submitted 
for  approval  to  the  1996  General 
Conference,  The  United  Methodist 
Church's  highest  legislative  body. 

Bishop  David  J.  Lawson,  (Illi¬ 
nois  Area)  chairs  the  committee 
of  bishops  guiding  the  ministry 
study. 

Possible  changes  in  the  min¬ 
istry  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  have  been  the  subject  of 
churchwide  discussion  for  some 
40  years.  Proposed  changes  in  the 
organization  of  ministry  have 
been  rejected  by  the  last  two  Gen¬ 
eral  Conferences. 

The  1992  General  Conference 
tossed  this  hot  potato  to  the  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Bishops. 

Highly  praised  by  each  of  some 
dozen  bishops  who  spoke  to  it,  the 
report  proposes  to: 

Create  a  permanent  order  of 
ordained  deacon. 

The  seminary-educated,  ordained 
deacon’s  primary  function  would  be 
to  prepare  lay  people  of  a  congrega¬ 
tion  for  ministry  in  the  world. 

The  deacon  would  be  a  clergy 
member  of  the  annual  (regional) 
conference. 

The  deacon  could  hold  a  secular 
position  such  as  teacher,  doctor  or 
mechanic,  but  would  also  be 
assigned  by  his  or  her  bishop  to  a 
local  congregation.  Or  the  deacon 
could  be  a  church  professional  such 
as  a  minister  of  music,  director  of 
youth  ministries  or  communicator. 

The  deacon  would  not  itinerate 
(move  from  place  to  place  at  the 
discretion  of  a  bishop)  nor  be 
guaranteed  an  appointment. 

Deacons  may  serve  as  pastors 
in  charge  of  local  congregations  if 
they  are  licensed  as  local  pastors. 

The  deacon  could  not  adminis¬ 
ter  the  sacraments  of  baptism  or 
holy  communion  unless  licensed 
as  a  local  pastor. 

Deacons  would  not  be  ordained 
until  they  completed  seminary.  Cur¬ 
rently  a  candidate  for  ordained  min¬ 
istry  may  be  ordained  as  deacon 
about  halfway  through  seminary. 


Retain  the  order  of  ordained 
elder. 

The  elder,  who  would  be  sub¬ 
ject  to  itinerate  and  be  guaranteed 
an  appointment,  must  first  be 
ordained  as  a  deacon,  preserving 
the  church’s  traditional  two-step 
process. 

The  elder  would  continue  to  be 
authorized  “to  preach  and  teach 
the  Word  of  God,  to  administer  the 
sacraments  of  baptism  and  holy 
communion  and  to  order  the  life 
of  the  church  for  mission  and  min¬ 
istry.” 

Three  years  of  probation  as  a  dea¬ 
con  under  the  supervision  of  a  men¬ 
tor  would  be  required  before  the 
deacon  could  be  ordained  an  elder. 

District  superintendents  and 
bishops  would  be  drawn  from  the 
ranks  of  the  elders. 

Create  the  Office  of  Lay  Mis¬ 
sion  Steward  (see  related  story 
below). 

Phase  out  diaconal  ministers. 

Preparation  of  diaconal  minis¬ 
ters  would  be  phased  out  once 
some  500  people  currently  prepar¬ 
ing  for  the  diaconal  ministry  had 
completed  their  work  (see  related 
story  below). 

Those  who  are  currently  dia¬ 
conal  ministers  may  choose  to 
become  ordained  deacons. 

Count  part-time  local  pastors 
in  charge  as  well  as  full-time 
local  pastors  as  clergy  members 
of  the  annual  conference. 

A  Local  Pastor  is  usually  a  lay 
person,  licensed  to  preach,  who 
serves  a  congregation  in  his  or  her 
home  community. 

Local  pastors,  who  may  be 
part-time  or  full-time,  will  serve 
as  clergy  members  of  an  annual 
conference  as  long  as  they  are 
under  appointment. 

Local  pastors  would  have  the 
right  to  vote  on  all  annual  confer¬ 
ence  matters  “except  constitution¬ 
al  amendments,  election  of  dele¬ 
gates  to  General,  Jurisdictional 
and  Central  conferences,  and  mat¬ 
ters  of  ordination,  character  and 
conference  relations  of  clergy.” 

Local  pastors  would  have  the 
option,  as  they  currently  do,  to 
work  toward  becoming  an 
ordained  deacon,  then  an  ordained 
elder  by  meeting  additional  edu¬ 
cational  requirements. 
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The  status  and  duties  of  United  Methodist  ministers,  from 
lay  people  with  an  "extraordinary  call"  to  mission  through 
ordained  elders  who  administer  communion,  is  outlined  in 
the  bishops'  report  (see  accompanying  stories). 

Lay  mission  steward  created  for 
those  with  'extraordinary  call' 


Diaconal  ministers  argue 


By  LINDA  GREEN 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

ATLANTA,  Ga. — A  group  of 
United  Methodist  diaconal  minis¬ 
ters  has  expressed  concern  that 
the  proposed  creation  of  a  new 
order  of  ordained  deacon  would 
relegate  them  to  second-class  cit¬ 
izenship  in  the  church. 

During  their  recent  national 
convocation,  the  520  diaconal 
ministers  took  issue  with  recom¬ 
mendations  in  a  ministry  study 
report  by  the  United  Methodist 
Council  of  Bishops  (see  related 
stories  on  this  page). 

David  Warwick  of  Longwood, 
Fla.,  said  he  found  the  ministry 


study  “good  in  its  basic  direction.” 
But  the  diaconal  ministers 
expressed  anguish  about  what  they 
called  “moving  into  obscurity.” 

“We  are  worried  that  we  will 
become  lost  in  the  shuffle,”  added 
Chuck  Terrell  of  Jackson,  Miss. 

Diaconal  ministers  are  laypeo- 
ple  “called  to  be  servant  leaders  in 
the  church  and  the  world,”  accord¬ 
ing  to  their  description  in  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Book  of  Discipline, 
the  collection  of  church  laws. 

They  serve  in  more  than  100 
categories  of  ministry,  ranging 
from  administration  to  evange¬ 
lism  to  community  development. 

The  ministry  study  report  rec¬ 
ommends  a  permanent  ordained 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

United  Methodist  lay  people 
who  have  received  what  John 
Wesley  called  an  “extraordinary 
call”  to  servant  ministry  will  have 
a  place  of  honor  and  responsibili¬ 
ty  in  the  local  church,  according 
to  a  proposal  recently  approved 
by  the  Council  of  Bishops. 

The  proposal  for  a  special 
Office  of  Lay  Mission  Steward  is 
part  of  a  study  on  ministry  con¬ 
ducted  by  the  council  (see  related 
story  above). 

Throughout  Methodist  history, 
lay  persons  have  provided  signif¬ 
icant  leadership  for  the  ministry 
of  all  Christians,  the  bishops 
explain  in  their  paper. 

Methodism  founder  John  Wes¬ 
ley  allowed  “class  leaders”  to  ful¬ 
fill  their  role  in  a  way  that  “has 
seldom  been  permitted  in  Christ¬ 
ian  history,”  they  say. 

Wesley  identified  their  leader- 


diaconate  and  suggests  a  new  cat¬ 
egory  of  deacon  for  the  1,400 
active  diaconal  ministers  in  The 
United  Methodist  Church  (see 
related  stories  above). 

These  new  deacons  will  be 
called  to  a  lifetime  of  service, 
receive  seminary  training,  be 
appointed  by  a  bishop  and  be 
allowed  to  assist  in  leading  worship 
and  administering  the  sacraments. 

Bishop  William  Oden  (Loui¬ 
siana  Area),  vice  chairman  of  the 
ministry  study  committee,  outlined 
the  document  at  the  meeting. 

Bishop  Oden  told  the  diaconal 
ministers  that  the  proposal  pro¬ 
vides  three  educational  track 
options  to  become  a  ’’permanent 


ship  as  an  “extraordinary  call” 
alongside  but  not  distinct  from  the 
call  for  ordination. 

According  to  the  bishops,  the 
new  office  is  a  way  of  recogniz¬ 
ing  that  God  continues  to  extend 
that  “extraordinary  call.” 

The  steward  would  be  a  “guide 
or  mentor  in  the  Christian  life,” 
and  would  assist  in  “forming  .  .  . 
Christian  disciples.” 

“While  leaders  (lay  mission 
steward)  can  exercise  their  office 
in  a  wide  range  of  activities 
appropriate  to  their  gifts  and 
graces,  they  are  chiefly  concerned 
with  the  responsibilities  of  spiri¬ 
tual  and  missional  leadership,” 
the  paper  says. 

“By  providing  much-needed 
collegiality  for  the  ordained  ser¬ 
vant  leaders  of  the  congregation, 
they  help  to  ensure  that  all  church 
members  receive  practical  sup¬ 
port  and  guidance  in  their  walk 
with  Christ.” 


deacon"  or  to  move  toward  ordi¬ 
nation  as  an  elder. 

Speaking  at  the  convocation’s 
opening  services,  Mary  Elizabeth 
Mullino  Moore,  a  professor  of 
theology  and  Christian  education 
at  the  United  Methodist-related 
School  of  Theology  at  Claremont, 
Calif.,  said  people  who  have 
answered  the  call  to  diaconal  min¬ 
istry  have  chosen  "a  journey  that 
is  lower  in  status,  lower  in  bene¬ 
fits,  lower  in  opportunity  and 
higher  in  vulnerability." 

Ms.  Moore,  also  a  diaconal 
minister,  said  the  Council  of  Bish¬ 
ops' ministry  study  “envisions  the 
permanent  diaconate  as  a  perma¬ 
nent  underclass." 


Theological 
beliefs  at 
heart  of  plan 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.— 
United  Methodist  beliefs  that  all 
Christians  are  ministers  and  that 
all  leaders  are  servants  first  lie  at 
the  theological  heart  of  the  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Bishops’ report  on  the  min¬ 
istry  (see  related  stories  on  this 
page). 

The  ministry  report  will  be 
voted  upon  by  delegates  to  the 
1996  General  Conference,  the 
church’s  highest  legislative  body, 
slated  April  16-26  in  Denver. 

All  65  active  bishops  and  some 
500-600  United  Methodists  con¬ 
tributed  to  the  study. 

The  report's  introduction 
describes  ministry  as  “teaching, 
healing,  serving,  liberating  and 
reconciling  people  to  God  and 
each  other." 

Some  called  to  lead 

All  believers  are  called  to  min¬ 
ister,  the  study  report  says,  but 
some  are  called  to  lead. 

The  leadership  position  of  dea¬ 
con  was  the  subject  of  much  dis¬ 
cussion  in  the  document  written 
by  the  Rev.  Robin  Lovin,  dean  of 
United  Methodist-related  Perkins 
School  of  Theology  in  Dallas. 

The  deacon,  it  says,  was  under¬ 
stood  in  New  Testament  times  to 
mean  a  servant.  The  deacon  coun¬ 
seled  the  troubled,  taught  the 
neglected,  healed  the  sick,  visited 
the  lonely  and  led  Christians  in 
study,  prayer  and  worship. 

In  that  tradition,  says  the  paper, 
the  ordained  deacon  is  considered 
to  be  a  person  who  is  committed 
to  a  lifetime  of  leading  by  the 
means  of  service  to  others. 

In  contrast,  the  position  of 
ordained  elder  is  a  leader  called  to 
a  specialized  ministry  of  preach¬ 
ing,  administering  the  sacraments 
and  supervising  the  church  at  var¬ 
ious  levels. 

First  and  always  a  deacon 

An  ordained  elder  must  first  be 
a  deacon  and  remains  a  deacon 
permanently.  That’s  somewhat 
like  doctors — committed  to  a  life¬ 
time  of  healing — who  become 
surgeons.  They  may  be  surgeons, 
but  they  are  still  doctors. 

Most  senior  pastors  of  large- 
membership  United  Methodist 
congregations  and  many  medium- 
size  and  small-membership  con¬ 
gregations  are  ordained  elders. 
Some  congregations  are  headed 
by  ordained  deacons  or  licensed 
lay  pastors  known  as  “local  pas¬ 
tors.” 

Bishops  on  the  ministry  study 
committee  insist  that  the  deacon 
should  not  be  viewed  as  a  sec¬ 
ondary  position  to  the  elder  but  as 
central  to  and  essential  to  the 
elder  and  to  the  ministry  of  all 
believers. 

“Leadership  in  ministry  comes 
from  God,  and  remains  with  The 
whole  people  of  God  as  they 
endeavor  to  be  faithful  to  the  word 
God  has  given  them"  and  as  they 
endeavor  to  be  “effective  in  the 
mission  on  which  they  are  sent," 
the  document  states. 

-DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 


impact  of  ministry  study 


Religious  leaders  express  condolences  at  Rabin's  death 


WASHINGTON— Before  leav¬ 
ing  to  attend  the  funeral  in  Israel, 
President  and  Mrs.  Clinton  attend¬ 
ed  a  worship  service  at  Foundry 
United  Methodist  Church,  just  a  few 
blocks  north  of  the  White  House. 

They  heard  the  Rev.  J.  Philip 
Wogaman,  senior  pastor,  eulogize 
Mr.  Rabin  as  “a  great  Jewish 
leader  who  willingly  risked  his  life 
for  the  sake  of  peace  and  justice.” 

Dr.  Wogaman  also  included 
Mr.  Rabin’s  name  in  reading  the 
memorial  list  of  those  who  had 
died  during  the  past  year. 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.— 
In  response  to  Mr.  Rabin's  assas¬ 
sination,  the  Rev.  Joe  Hale,  gen¬ 
eral  secretary  of  the  World 
Methodist  Council  based  at  Lake 


Junaluska.  said: 

"Let  us  earnestly  pray  that  this 
singular  savage  act  and  the  senti¬ 
ment  of  those  who  lent  support  to 
it  does  not  quench  the  fragile  and 
flickering  candle  of  peace  in 
Israel  and  in  the  West  Bank. 

“Many  if  not  most  Israelis  and 
Palestinians,  Jews,  Christians  and 
Muslims  yearn  to  see  peace 
accomplished  in  the  land  which  is 
holy  and  sacred  to  Jews,  Chris¬ 
tians  and  Muslims  alike.” 

JERUSALEM — The  Rev.  Robert 
Hannum.  United  Methodist  liaison  to 
Israel,  shared  these  insights  upon  Mr. 
Rabin's  assassination: 

“One  cannot  and  should  not 
romanticize  Mr.  Rabin’s  place  in 
history,  as  great  as  he  has  been. 


“But  Mr.  Rabin.  Mr.  Shamir.  Mr. 
Begin  and  other  Jewish  leaders 
committed  terrorist  acts  in  early 
days  and  reigned  over  governments 
which  have  killed  thousands  of 
Palestinians,  imprisoned  and  tor¬ 
tured  others,  demolished  homes, 
stolen  land  for  Jewish  settlements 
and  caused  their  own  terrorism. 

“We  can  only  hope  that  Mr. 
Rabin’s  senseless  murder  will  cause 
us  all  to  redouble  our  commitment 
to  peace  with  justice  and  not  permit 
such  evil  and  despicable  acts  to 
dominate  our  international  scene. 

"God  was  at  work  in  and 
through  Yitzhak  Rabin  and  shall 
be  at  work  in  those,  including 
Yasser  Arafat,  who  continue  to 
forge  the  next  links  in  the  Middle 
East  peace  process.” 
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JERUSALEM— A  stunned  Acting  Prime  Minister  Shimon  Peres 
sits  next  to  the  black-draped  chair  that  was  the  Knesset  seat 
of  slain  Israeli  leader  Yitzhak  Rabin  (see  story  at  left). 


He  was  a  warrior  who  came  late  to 
peace,  but  it's  as  a  peacemaker  that 
Yitzhak  Rabin  (left)  will  be  remem¬ 
bered.  See  editorial  on  Page  2. 


United  Methodist  local  pastor  Steve  Ward 
and  his  wife,  Gail,  just  appeared  on  nation¬ 
al  television.  To  find  out  why,  see  the  story 
on  Page  4. 


Churches  are  being  asked  to 
help  these  Filipino  children 
and  other  victims  of  Typhoon 
Angela.  See  Page  4. 
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v From  news  and  staff  reports y 


HONORED:  M.  Garlinda 
Burton,  editor  of  United 
Methodism’s  monthly  program 
magazine,  The  Interpreter,  was 
named  Communicator  of  the 
Year  Nov.  9  by  the  United 
Methodist  Association  of  Com¬ 
municators.  She  broke  into  reli¬ 
gious  journalism  in  1981  as  a 
staff  writer  for  The  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  joined  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  News  Service  in 
1983  and  was  named  Interpreter 
editor  earlier  this  year. 

BISHOP  DIES:  Retired 
United  Methodist  Bishop 
Edward  J.  Pendergrass,  95, 
died  at  his  home  in  Lakeland, 
Fla.,  on  Nov.  4.  He  was  elected  a 
bishop  in  1964  and  served  the 
Mississippi  Conference  until  he 
retired  in  1972. 

PROPERTY  SOLD:  The 

United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries’ 
Women’s  Division  recently 
approved  the  sale  of  80  acres  of 
land  it  owns  in  Farmington, 
N.M.,  to  the  Navajo  tribe.  The 
tribe  operates  a  four-year  college 
preparatory  boarding  school  on 
the  site. 

FORMER  DEAN  DIES 

The  Rev.  Merrimon 
Cuninggim,  84,  dean  of  South¬ 
ern  Methodist  University’s 
Perkins  School  of  Theology  from 
1951  to  1960,  died  Nov.  1.  He 
presided  over  the  racial  integra¬ 
tion  of  the  university,  when  five 
African-American  students  were 
admitted  to  the  theology  school. 

RUSSIA  INITIATIVE:  A 

consultation  for  United 
Methodists  interested  in  sup¬ 
porting  mission  programs  in 
the  Commonwealth  of  Inde¬ 
pendent  States  will  be  held  Feb. 
14-16,  in  Dallas.  To  register, 
contact  the  Rev.  R.  Brace 
Weaver  at  (214)  826-3797. 

CHRISTMAS  SERVICE: 

A  worship  service  from  Metro¬ 
politan  United  Methodist 
Church,  Detroit,  will  be  broad¬ 
cast  Christmas  Eve  on  CBS- 
TV,  Dec.  24, 11:30  p.m.  (EST). 
Produced  by  United  Methodist 
Communications  the  Rev. 
William  K.  Quick,  pastor,  will 
lead  the  service. 

VISION  2000:  Some  2,000 
United  Methodists  from 
throughout  the  Northern  Illi¬ 
nois  Conference  gathered  at 
Calvary  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Naperville,  Ill.,  for  a 
recent  Vision  2000  event.  The 
Rev.  Joe  Harding,  who  inspired 
the  evangelism  movement,  said 
“it  was  awesome”  to  see  more 
persons  in  attendance  for  the 
training  than  for  the  launch 


CBS  says  he's  'America's  best  clergyman' 


UMC 

Upbeat  ti? 


producer  invited  Ms.  Jappe,  who 
is  the  Siren  church  organist,  to 
accompany  Mr.  Ward  and  his 
wife,  Gail,  to  New  York  City  to  be 
guests  on  the  Nov.  8  program. 

In  an  hour-long  segment,  the 
three  clergy  and  two  spouses  dis¬ 
cussed  how  they  were  called  to 
their  respective  ministries.  In 
addition,  a  studio  audience  asked 
them  questions  on  the  role  of  min¬ 
isters  in  increasing  the  faith. 

After  his  CBS  television 
appearance,  Mr.  Ward  told  the 
Reporter,  “it  was  a  wonderful 
experience.” 

"I  guess  it  was  an  opportunity 
to  represent  all  types  of  ministry. 
It  was  also  an  opportunity  to  rep¬ 
resent  all  the  smaller  churches  in 
all  the  denominations." 

Mr.  Ward  contends  that  he  was 
recognized  because  he  has  two 
good  congregations,  but  Ms. 
Jappe  said  he  has  helped  to  make 
them  that  way. 

"He’s  one  of  the  first  in  the 
resurgence  of  lay  ministers  in  the 
Wisconsin  United  Methodist 
Conference,”  she  told  CBS  This 
Morning's  Harry  Smith. 

“He’s  the  spiritual  leader  of 
two  of  the  fastest  growing  church¬ 
es  in  that  conference." 

The  Siren  and  Lewis  Churches 
are  located  seven  miles  apart  in 
northwest  Wisconsin.  The  towns 
are  about  70  miles  south  of 
Duluth.  Minn. 

When  Mr.  Ward  received  the 
ministerial  appointment,  the 


membership  was  14  people  at  the 
Lewis  Church  and  68  at  Siren. 

Today,  the  membership  stands 
at  6 1  for  the  Lewis  church  and  1 28 
at  Siren. 

Mr.  Ward  has  several  church 
growth  awards  under  his  belt,  but 
he  is  still  going  through  the  ordi¬ 
nation  process.  The  48-year-old 
pastor  has  been  in  the  ministry 
only  four  years. 

Before  he  became  a  minister  he 
was  a  barber.  He  later  sold  furni¬ 
ture  and  carpeting  for  Sears,  then 
had  a  $65,000-a-year  job  as  man¬ 
ager  for  six  of  the  company’s 
retail  stores. 

During  all  those  years,  Mr. 
Ward  said  at  least  twice  he  con¬ 
sidered  becoming  a  minister  but 
later  changed  his  mind. 

'Guess  I  wasn't  listening' 

“1  guess  I  wasn't  listening  very 
good  to  God,"  he  says  with  a 
laugh. 

Nevertheless,  the  Wisconsin 
native  says  he  finally  did.  Now  he 
couldn’t  be  happier  in  his  job. 

Mr.  Ward  said  he  and  his  wife 
are  partners  in  ministry. 

"I  have  a  wonderful  wife  who 
keeps  me  straight,"  he  told  the 
CBS  studio  audience. 

"God  deserves  the  praise  for 
this  honor,”  Mr.  Ward  told  the 
Reporter. 

"We  have  to  remember  that 
God  gets  the  glory.  [This  honor] 
is  a  testament  to  God  working 
through  me.” 


Women's  Division  slimming  down 
to  emphasize  membership  growth 


Delegate  sails 
for  mission  $$ 

There  may  be  more  unusual 
ways  to  get  to  one  of  United 
Methodism's  five  jurisdictional 
conferences,  held  every  four 
years,  than  what  Tom  Gulick 
plans,  but  few  are  likely  to  be  as 
big-hearted. 

Jurisdictional  conferences  are 
where  bishops  are  elected  and 
assigned  and  other  business  is 
conducted  as  needed  on  a  region¬ 
al  basis. 

Mr.  Gulick  of  Pottsboro,  Texas, 
is  a  lay  delegate  from  the  North 
Texas  Annual  Conference  to  the 
1996  South  Central  Jurisdictional 
Conference  July  14-19  in  Kansas 
City,  Mo. 

He  plans  to  go,  however,  by 
boat.  His  2,872-mile  round  trip 
aims  to  raise  $50,000  for  United 
Methodist-related  Wesley  Village 
Retirement  home  in  Denison, 
Texas.  He’s  welcoming  other 
boaters  to  join  him. 

The  avid  sailor  will  haul  his 
boat  by  trailer  135  miles  from  its 
mooring  in  Lake  Texoma  to  the 
Arkansas  River  at  Salisaw,  Okla. 
From  there  he'll  proceed  down 
nine  river  locks  to  the  Mississip¬ 
pi  River  then  north  to  St.  Louis. 
Then  he’ll  sail  west  on  the  Mis¬ 
souri  River  to  Kansas  City. 


By  DENISE  IOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

When  CBS  This  Morning  asked 
television  viewers,  "Who  is  the 
best  clergyperson  in  the  U.S.?” 
Nancy  Jappe  immediately  knew 
the  answer. 

In  an  electronic  message  to 
CBS,  the  Siren,  Wis..  laywoman 
wrote:  “Pastor  Steve  Ward." 

.  He  deserves  to  be  recog¬ 
nized  as  best  clergyman  because 
of  the  difference  his  presence  in 
this  community  has  made,”  said 
Ms.  Jappe,  a  writer  for  The  Bur¬ 
nett  County  Sentinel. 

“...I  believe  the  Holy  Spirit  fol¬ 
lows  him  around." 

The  "best  clergyman"  segment 
was  part  of  a  week-long  series  of 
CBS  stories,  featuring  “the  Best 
of  America." 

The  morning  show  asked  for 
nominations  in  four  categories: 
best  clergy,  best  doctor,  best  par¬ 
ent  and  best  boss. 

Three  clergy  categories 

In  the  clergy  category,  the  hon¬ 
ors  were  divided  into  three  areas: 
best  priest,  best  rabbi,  and  best 
Protestant  clergy.  And  in  the  lat¬ 
ter  category,  CBS  agreed  with  Ms. 
Jappe. 

Along  with  Mr.  Ward,  the  per¬ 
sons  honored  were  Father 
William  Zavaski  of  St.  James 
Roman  Catholic  Church  in 
Arlington  Heights,  Ill.,  and  Rabbi 
Leonard  Cahan  of  Congregation 
Har  Shalom  in  Potomac,  Md. 


With  the  blessings  of  his  wife,  Gail,  at  right,  Steve  Ward  left 
his  management  job  with  Sears  to  answer  a  call  to  ministry. 
Now  a  local  pastor  serving  two  Wisconsin  United  Methodist 
churches,  CBS  selected  him  as  "Best  Protestant  Clergyper¬ 
son"  in  America.  Mr.  Ward  thought  it  was  a  prank  at  first. 


“It’s  amazing  to  think  about 
being  the  best  clergyman  in  the 
country,  when  I  am  not  even  sure 
I  am  the  best  in  Siren,”  said  Mr. 
Ward  in  a  recent  edition  of  the 
Frederic  Leader  in  Frederic,  Wis. 

“I  still  don't  believe  it.  It’s  just 
too  hard  to  comprehend.” 

The  pastor  of  Siren  and  Lewis 
Memorial  United  Methodist 
churches,  Mr.  Ward  said  he  first 
learned  he  was  part  of  a  national 
competition  when  he  had  an 


answering  machine  message  from 
a  CBS  employee,  identifying  him 
as  a  finalist.  Mr.  Ward  said  he 
thought  it  was  a  Halloween  prank. 

Five  days  later,  he  received  a 
call  from  CBS  producer  Lynn 
Jordal  telling  him  that  he  had  won 
a  competition  he  didn't  know  he 
“entered.”  She  asked  if  CBS  could 
send  a  camera  crew  to  Siren  to 
videotape  his  church  service. 

He  told  them  to  come  ahead. 

Following  the  videotaping,  the 
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Churches  aid  typhoon  victims 

SANTA  CRUZ,  PHILIPPINES  -  Filipino  children,  whose 
home  was  destroyed  by  super-typhoon  Angela,  share  a 
meal  Nov.  7  in  a  makeshift  tent  along  a  highway  in 
Santa  Cruz,  a  town  south  of  Manila.  Church  relief 
agencies  have  issued  urgent  appeals  for  congregations 
to  contribute  to  relief  for  the  storm's  victims.  UMCOR 
Advance  #  982450-8  immediately  responds  to  such 
international  disasters. 


The  People  In 
The  Pews  Are 
Our  Passion. 

Maxie  Dunnam  never 
wanted  to  be  a  sem¬ 
inary  president  The 
people  in  the  pews  are  his  pas¬ 
sion.  He  holds  the  hand  of  a 
grieving  widow  and  the  gaze 
of  an  eager  congregation  with 
equal  grace.  The  thought  of 
leaving  one  of  Methodism's 
flagship  churches  seemed 
unthinkable. 

Then  it  became  clear. 
Assuming  the  Asbury  Seminary 
presidency  didn't  mean  leaving 
pastoral  ministry.  It  meant 
expanding  it  Maxie  would  lead 
the  laity  by  leading  the  acade¬ 
my.  The  future  of  the  church 
would  be  decided  in  the  class¬ 
room,  where  tomorrow's  minis¬ 
ters  are  in  the  making. 

Making  ministers.  That's 
our  specialty.  No  one  graduates 
more  United  Methodist  pastors 
year  in  and  year  out  than 
Asbury  Seminary.  Churches 
want  Asbury  pastors  because 
they  care.  But  Asbury  pastors 
not  only  care,  they  care  about 
the  right  things.  Scripture. 

Prayer.  Evangelism.  People. 

So  if  you're  called  to  pas¬ 
tor,  the  next  call  is  yours: 

I  -800-2-ASBURY.  At  Asbury 
Seminary,  the  people  in  the 
pews  are  our  passion. 

A  Asbury 

Theological 
ft  Seminary 

204  N  Uungum  Awnur  •  WUnwtt,  KY  40390-1199 


Dr.  Maxie  D.  Dunnam 

•  Fifth  President, 
Asbury  Theological 


"We're  streamlining  to  fit  members'  busy  lives, 
and  [providing]  flexibility  for  all  size  units." 

—Joyce  V.  Hamlin 
Women's  Division  executive 


By  DENISE  IOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

Your  church  can  expect  a  new 
look  for  its  mission-minded 
women’s  organization  come  Fall 
1996. 

After  three  years  of  listening  to 
its  members,  the  United  Methodist 
General  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries  Women’s  Division  has 
approved  a  new  structure  for  the 
1.2- million-member  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Women  organization. 

The  structure,  approved  in 
March  and  finalized  during  the 
October  Global  Ministries  meet¬ 
ing,  will  go  into  effect  September 
1996. 

“The  structure  will  have  an 
emphasis  on  membership  growth,’’ 
said  Joyce  V.  Hamlin,  Women’s 
Division  staff  executive  for 
research  and  planning. 

“We’re  streamlining  to  fit 
members’ busy  lives  and  [provid¬ 
ing]  flexibility  for  all  size  units.” 

Ms.  Hamlin  told  the  Reporter 
that  most  local  units  of  United 
Methodist  Women  would  benefit 
from  the  new  structure.  Of  the 
26,000  local  units  in  the  U.S., 
two-thirds  are  in  small  congrega¬ 
tions  and  are  already  using  some 
form  of  scaled-down  structure. 

The  new  structure  reduces  the 
number  of  officers  from  23  to  22 
for  local  units  using  the  larger  of 


two  proposed  local  unit  structures. 

A  new  “minimum  functions 
structure”  has  been  created  for 
units  with  15  or  fewer  active 
members. 

“This  provides  for  two  or  more 
officers  to  care  for  the  essential 
functions  of  the  unit,  including 
administration,  program,  finance 
and  record  keeping,”  said  Ms. 
Hamlin. 

Functions  of  the  four  mission 
coordinators  have  been  re-worked 
to  eliminate  confusion  and  over¬ 
lap.  These  offices  are  mission 
coordinators  for: 

/  Spiritual  growth 

/  Education  and  interpretation 

/  Social  action 

/  Membership  nuture  and  out¬ 
reach. 

Offices  that  will  be  eliminated 
are  mission  coordinator  for  sup¬ 
portive  community  and  secretary 
for  financial  interpretation.  These 
functions  will  be  included  in  the 
new  offices. 


Another  change  will  involve 
the  office  of  communications 
coordinator  required  on  the  annu¬ 
al  conference  level.  The  new  plan 
will  give  each  district  the  option 
of  electing  someone  to  serve  as 
this  coordinator  or  combining 
those  functions  with  the  secretary. 

In  addition  to  the  new  officers, 
the  parent  body  of  United 
Methodist  Women  has  made  a 
special  provision  for  small  units. 

United  Methodist  Women  can 
join  with  other  churches  and  form 
a  “cluster  unit.”  Members  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  same  pastoral  charge 
can  also  form  a  “charge  unit.” 

“With  these  efforts  to  be  more 
responsive  to  the  needs  of  United 
Methodist  Women,  we  look  for¬ 
ward  to  a  second  century  of  faith¬ 
fulness  to  Christ’s  call  to  share  the 
good  news  of  the  Gospel  with 
women,  children  and  youths 
around  the  world.”  said  Ms.  Ham¬ 
lin. 


Iliff  Week  of 
Graduate 
Lectures 


January  22-25,  1996 

PREACHERS  OF  THE  WEEK 
The  Rev.  Minerva  G.  Carcaho 
Dr.  J.  Phillip  Wogaman 

LECTURERS 
Dr.  Gabriel  Fackre 
Dr.  Carolyn  E.  Johnson 
Senator  George  McGovern 
Dr.  Donald  E.  Messer 
Dr.  Jong-Chun  Park 
Dr.  Lyle  E.  Schaller 
Dr.  Mark  TVotter 

Plus  workshops  and  forums  on 
New  Testament  study,  pastoral 
care,  prayer,  preaching,  United 
Methodist  General  Conference 
issues,  issues  in  contemporary 
culture,  public  education  and 
the  religious  right. 

For  information  contact: 

Iliff  Institute 

The  Iliff  School  of  Theology 
2201  S.  University  Blvd. 
Denver,  CO  80210 
1-800-  678-3360. 

\s\ 


LOUISIANA  CONFERENCE  IS  RECEIVING  applica¬ 
tions  lor  Director/Marketing  Manager  ol  their  Confer¬ 
ence  Retreat  Center.  Salary  will  be  based  on  experience 
and  qualification.  Send  resumes  to.  Dr.  Odell  Simmons, 
3300  Eton  Street,  New  Orleans,  LA 701 31.  E.O.E. 

CALHOUN  FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  Church 
located  in  the  beautiful  northwest  section  of  Georgia  is 
seeking  a  full-time  Director  of  Program/Education.  Pri¬ 
mary  responsibilities  will  be  directed  toward  current 
and  future  ministries  with  children  and  older  adults. 

5200-MEMBER  CHURCH  IN  NEED  OF  full-time 
Director  of  Youth  Ministries.  Salary  negotiable. 
Resumes  to:  First  UMC,  313  N.  Center  Street,  Arling¬ 
ton.  TX  76011 ,  fax  (817)  459-0597  until  11/27/95.  Ref¬ 
erences  mandatory. 

College  degree  and  experience  preferred,  but  willing 
to  consider  any  applicant  with  a  strong  Christian  com¬ 
mitment  who  possesses  energy,  creativity,  good  com¬ 
munication  skills  and  vision  for  the  future.  Send  resume 
to:  Calhoun  First  United  Methodist  Church,  P.0.  Box 

FACULTY  SEARCH:  PERKINS  SCHOOL  OF  Theol¬ 
ogy,  Southern  Methodist  University,  seeks  a  faculty 
appointment  in  Hispanic  Christianity  and  Culture. 
Responsibilities  include  teaching  and  scholarship  in 
Hispanic  studies  and  executive  leadership  of  Perkins' 
Mexican  American  Program.  Candidates  must  have 
demonstrated  competence  in  Hispanic  studies  and 

(706)629-8949. 

DIRECTOR  OF  WESLEY  FOUNDATION,  University 
of  Texas  at  Austin.  Position  open  June,  1996.  Send 
resume  to:  Personnel  Committee,  Wesley  Founda¬ 
tion,  2202  Nueces  St.,  Austin,  TX  78705.  Telephone 
(512)474-1151. 

ministries,  fluency  in  bolh  English  and  Spanish,  and 
significant  involvement  in  The  United  Methodist 
Church,  Send  c.v.  and  three  references  by  February 

1 . 1996.  to  Professor  C.  Michael  Hawn,  Chair,  Search 
Committee  in  Hispanic  Christianity  and  Culture,  SMU, 
Box  750133,  Dallas,  TX  75275-0133.  SMU  does  not 
discriminate  on  the  basis  of  race,  color,  national  or  eth- 
nic  origin,  sex,  or  disability.  SMU  is  an  affirmative 
action/equal  opporlunity/Title  IX  employer. 

MUSIC  DIRECTOR  FOR  RIDGEWOOD  Park  UMC, 
Dallas,  Texas.  Will  direct  adult,  youth,  children's  and 
handbell  choirs.  Salary  range  $22,000-$25,000  Ben¬ 
efits  negotiable.  Send  resume  by  December  15th. 
6445  East  Lovers  Lane.  Dallas,  TX  75214.  Call  (214) 
369-9259  for  printed  information. 

YOUTH  MINISTER  FOR  LARGE  evangelical  UMC, 
suburban  Houston.  Minimum:  evangelical,  B.A..  expe- 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION.  Growing 
NW  Houston  suburban  church  of  1600  members,  500 
Sunday  school  seeks  diaconal  minister  with  back- 

rience,  dynamic,  references.  Desired:  musical  skills. 
Salary,  housing,  full  benefits.  Resume:  Foundry  UMC, 
8350  Jones  Road,  Houston,  TX  77065.  Fax:  (713)  937- 
9418.  Phone:  (713)937-9388. 

Development  of  new  programs.  Resume  and  salary 
requirements  by  December  1  to:  Allen  Atnip,  Cypress 
United  Methodist  Church,  1 3403  Cypress-North  Hous¬ 
ton  Rd.,  Cypress,  TX  77429  or  fax  (713)  469-3128. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  Ministries  need¬ 
ed  for  growing,  strongly  evangelical  church.  Plan, 
coordinate,  supervise  entire  music  program-  contem¬ 
porary  and  traditional.  Vocal  skills  necessary. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  AND  Children's 
Ministries.  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Sweetwa¬ 
ter,  TX.  Salary  and  benefits  negotiable  depending  on 
education  and  experience.  Send  resumes  to:  Box  498, 

Salary/benefits  $25,000-S30,000  depending  on  expe¬ 
rience.  Resume  and  3  references  by  December  8  to: 
St.  Stephen's  UMC,  4601  Juan  Tabo  NE,  Albu¬ 
querque,  NM  87111 .  Fax  (505)  294-6243,  j 

Sweetwater,  TX  79556.  (915)  236-661 7. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  for  large 
Methodist  church  in  Jacksonville,  FL.  Degree  and 
experience  desired.  Send  resume  to:  Southside  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  3120  Hendricks  Avenue,  Jack¬ 
sonville,  FL  32207.  (904)  396-2676. 

ORGANIST/PIANIST  NEEDED  FOR  LARGE  subur¬ 
ban  congregation  with  dynamic  music  program. 
Resumes:  Bear  Creek  UMC,  16000  Rippling  Water, 
Houston,  TX  77084,  attn.:  Director  of  Music. 

Available  In  20'  to  33'  models  (12-38  passenger) 


CHURCH  BUSES 

•  we  rent  new  buses 

•  we  buy  used  buses 

•  guaranteed  buy  back 

Call  Henry  Headden 
Carpenter  Bus  Sales,  Inc. 
Brentwood,  TN 
1-800-370-6180 
(615)  371-6180 
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Faith  dimensions  5 

The  United  Methodist 

REPORTER 


Author  says  caring  for 
aging  parent  is  challenge 


Churches  leap  to  Mother  Teresa's 
defense  of  seer's  charges  in  India 


m 
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CALCUTTA,  India— Mother  Teresa  was  recently  accused  by 
India's  highest-ranking  Hindu  priest— Sankaracharya  (Seer) 
of  Puri,  Nischalananda  Saraswati  Maharaj  of  using  her  chari¬ 
ty  work  to  try  to  convert  India's  Hindus  to  Christianity  (see 
accompanyng  story). 


Ecumenical  News  International 

CALCUTTA,  India— Many  of 
India's  major  churches  have  pub¬ 
licly  protested  after  India’s  high¬ 
est-ranking  Hindu  priest — 
Sankaracharya  (Seer)  of  Puri,  Nis¬ 
chalananda  Saraswati  Maharaj — 
accused  Mother  Teresa  of  using 
her  charity  work  to  try  to  convert 
India’s  Hindus  to  Christianity. 

The  churches  that  have  made 
protests  include  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church,  Church  of  North 
India,  Church  of  South  India,  the 
Baptist  Union,  the  Methodist 
Church  and  the  Assemblies  of 
God. 

Talking  recently  to  journalists, 
the  Sankaracharya  of  Puri,  south¬ 
west  of  Calcutta,  launched  a  pub¬ 
lic  campaign  against  the  Roman 
Catholic  nun,  saying:  “She  has 
engaged  in  conversion  in  the 
name  of  manav  seva  (human  ser¬ 
vice).” 

Speaking  at  Govardhan  Mutt, 
his  ashram — or  hermitage,  the 
Hindu  priest  said,  “If  Mother 
Teresa  really  wants  to  serve 
humanity,  she  should  stop  con¬ 
verting  Hindus  to  Christianity.” 

The  Pachimbanga  Christlya 
Parisad  (United  Forum  of 
Catholics  and  Protestants),  which 
includes  representatives  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  and  Methodist 
churches,  the  Church  of  North 
India  and  the  Church  of  South 
India,  said  after  the  criticisms: 
“All  the  world  knows  about  the 
service  of  Mother  Teresa.  Noth¬ 
ing  will  shake  the  trust  hundreds 
of  millions  of  people  have  in  her. 
She  is  a  mother  to  all  in  India.  To 
criticize  her  service  as  a  means  of 
conversion  cannot  be  accepted.” 

On  a  recent  Sunday  many 
church  services  in  India  included 
prayers  for  Mother  Teresa  follow¬ 
ing  the  criticisms  of  her.  When 
Mother  Teresa,  who  is  still  based 
in  Calcutta,  was  told  of  the 


"If  Mother  Teresa 
really  wants  to  serve 
humanity,  she  should 
stop  converting  Hindus 
to  Christianity." 

—  Sankaracharya  of  Puri 


Sankaracharya’s  attack,  she  said: 
“I  will  pray  for  him.  I  do  not  want 
to  get  involved  in  the  controver¬ 
sy." 

Works  with  the  poor 

Mother  Teresa,  who  celebrated 
her  85th  birthday  in  August,  is 
famous  for  her  work  with  the  poor 
and  for  the  religious  order  she 
established,  the  Charity  of  Mis¬ 
sionaries,  which  has  537  houses 
in  137  countries  ministering  to 
lepers,  the  terminally  ill  people 
and  orphans. 

In  recent  months,  her  work  has 
become  a  subject  of  bitter  debate 
in  Europe  and  the  U.S.  In  the  print 
media  and  on  television  early  this 
year,  Christopher  Hitchens,  a 
British  journalist  accused  Mother 
Teresa  of  being  more  interested  in 
mixing  with  the  rich  and  power¬ 
ful  than  in  saving  the  poor  and 
sick. 

Hindu  leader  criticizes 

In  India  too,  where  Mother 
Teresa  first  became  famous  for 
her  work  with  Calcutta's  lepers, 
there  has  been  criticism  in  the  past 
month  from  organizations  includ¬ 
ing  the  Vishya  Hindu  Parishad 
(World  Hindu  Council).  But  the 
remarks  by  the  Sankaracharya  of 
Puri  are  the  first  criticisms  from 
such  a  high-ranking  Hindu  leader. 

The  Sankaracharya  of  Puri  said 
he  became  aware  of  Mother  Tere¬ 
sa’s  activities  while  traveling  in 


West  Bengal,  Bihar,  Orissa, 
Assam,  Arunachal  Pradesh  and 
Nagaland. 

“She  sends  lakhs  [hundreds  of 
thousands]  of  rupees  to  convert 
people  and  build  churches.  But 
people  have  now  gauged  her 


motives,”  he  said. 

The  Sankaracharya  of  Puri  also 
claimed  that  the  number  of  Hin¬ 
dus  in  north-east  India  was  dwin¬ 
dling  because  of  “conversions 
going  on  under  the  guise  of  serv¬ 
ing  the  people.” 


PBS  explores  popularity  of  mystical  music 


PHOTO  COURTESY  OF  WHYY-TV  PHILADELPHIA 

The  Gregorian  Chant  Choir  of  northern 
Spain  consists  of  30  Benedictine  monks, 
who  will  be  featured  on  PBS  stations 
nationwide  during  a  December  in  a  60- 
minute  special  called  Gregorian  Chant: 
Songs  of  the  Spirit  (see  story  at  right). 


By  NESSA  FORMAN 
WHYY-TV  Philadelphia 

No  one  would  have  predicted  it — the  extra¬ 
ordinary  success  of  an  album  of  Gregorian 
chant  recorded  by  a  choir  of  cloistered  Bene¬ 
dictine  monks  from  the  monastery  of  Santo 
Domingo  de  Silos  in  northern  Spain. 

Yet  succeed  it  did.  As  of  January  1995, 
Cham  had  sold  in  excess  of  five  million 
copies,  many  of  them  to  young  people 
between  the  ages  of  16  and  25.  The  chant  phe¬ 
nomenon — the  popularity  of  Gregorian  chant 
and  other  recordings  of  medieval  Latin  plain- 
song — continues. 

Aura  of  early  monasteries 

Now  public  television  explores  this  music’s 
popularity  in  the  United  States  and  through¬ 
out  the  world  in  Gregorian  Cham:  Songs  of 
the  Spirit,  airing  on  public  television  as  part 
of  the  December  1995  pledge  drive.  Check 
local  listings  for  exact  airdates  and  times  in 
your  area. 

The  program  features  the  Gregorian  Chant 
Choir  of  Spain  re-creating  the  aura  of  early 
monasteries  intoning  harmonic  chants  not 
heard  since  the  12th  century.  This  is  the  first- 
known  time  that  Gregorian  chant  is  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  a  performance  special  on  U.S.  televi¬ 
sion. 

The  choir  performs  under  the  leadership  of 
Ismael  Fernandez  de  la  Cuesta,  the  former 
monk  and  choir  director  at  Santo  Domingo  de 
Silos  responsible  for  the  best-selling  record¬ 
ings  that  have  kept  Gregorian  chant  at  the  top 
of  the  classical  and  pop  music  charts  for  more 
than  a  year  and  a  half. 


This  is  the  first-known  time 
that  Gregorian  chant  is  the 
subject  of  a  performance 
special  on  U.S.  television. 


The  mystical  music,  recorded  in  Septem¬ 
ber  1995  at  the  monasteries  of  Santa  Maria  la 
Real  and  Aguilar  de  Campoo  and  San  Isidore 
in  Leon,  was  the  first  major  live  taping  and 
recording  from  Spain  of  Gregorian  chant  in 
more  than  20  years. 

Gregorian  Cham  also  features  brief  inter¬ 
views  with  academic  and  religious  leaders 
who  examine  the  historical,  cultural  and  reli¬ 
gious  significance  of  chant.  Striking  images 
of  monasteries  and  historic  areas  of  northern 
Spain  are  woven  throughout  the  program. 

Chant  has  religious  significance 

Christian  liturgical  chant  obviously  has  a 
proud  and  specifically  religious  significance 
for  an  enormous  audience  worldwide,  espe¬ 
cially  the  more  than  57  million  Roman 
Catholics  in  the  U.S.,  many  of  whom  still 
remember  the  use  of  Latin  in  their  congrega¬ 
tions  as  the  language  of  the  Mass. 

Gregorian  Chant  focuses  on  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  and  universally  appealing  aspects  of 
traditional  Christian  faith,  an  art  form  upon 
which  all  the  later  more  elaborate  music  of 
Western  civilization  was  built. 

In  its  original  pure  form  plainchant  has  sur¬ 
vived  intact  from  the  Middle  Ages — both  enter¬ 
taining  and  inspiring  its  modem  listeners. 


Movie  pieces  together  women's  stories 


By  RON  SALFEN 
How  to  Make 
an  American  Quilt 

Rated  PC-13  for  drug  use  scene, 
some  sexuality  and  nudity 

“I  think  monogamy  is  ridicu¬ 
lous  anyway.  I  think  you  ought 
to  go  through  life  loving  who 
you  want  to  love. 

“Being  somebody’s  wife  is 
just  some  stupid  rule  that  upright 
religious  people  used  to  put  on 
us  because  they  weren't  in  touch 
with  their  own  sexuality." 

With  that  mantra  of  Genera¬ 
tion  X,  Winona  Ryder  gives  us 
her  view  of  romance,  which  is 
about  as  romantic  as  the  behav¬ 
ior  of  alley  cats. 

But  the  How  to  Make  an 
American  Quilt  movie  is  not 
really  about  her,  or  about  Gener¬ 


ation  X.  It’s  about  older  women, 
women  old  enough  to  be  her 
grandmother  and  great-aunt, 
women  who  have  known  each 
other  for  years. 

They  meet  to  make  a  love 
quilt  for  Ryder.  In  the  process 
they  each  tell  her  of  the  love(s) 
of  their  lives.  There  are  lots  of 
flashback  scenes,  which  is  con¬ 
fusing  to  the  viewer,  but  it’s  also 
gratifying  to  see  a  perspective 
not  often  taken  in  Hollywood — 
that  every  older  person  has  with¬ 
in  them  this  memory  of  being 
young  and  beautiful  and  that  the 
memory  is  as  vivid  as  the  lines 
on  their  faces. 

Nobody  talks  about  work 
here,  or  even  very  much  about 
children  or  child-raising.  It’s 
about  romance,  which  is  one 
way  is  but  a  thin  slice  of  who  we 


are.  Yet  what  happens  or  does  not 
happen  to  us  in  romance  has  a 
tendency  to  define  the  rest  of 
who  we  are  as  well. 

There  aren’t  many  wonderful, 
happy  endings  here,  either.  The 
advice  of  the  older  women  to  the 
younger  might  very  well  have 
been  that  of  the  Song  of 
Solomon.  “Be  careful  that  you 
do  not  stir  up  love,  or  awaken  it 
until  it  pleases.  (Song  of 
Solomon  8:4)”  But  then  Ryder 
wouldn't  have  listened  to  that 
advice  any  more  than  they  would 


have  in  her  youth  and  any  more 
than  we  do.  even  now. 

When  it  comes  to  romantic 
love  the  Bible  is  profoundly 
silent.  The  work  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  is  never  described  as  a 
matchmaker,  like  some  Chris¬ 
tianized  Cupid. 

There  is  a  ridiculously  roman¬ 
tic  vignette  in  this  movie  about 
a  black  crow  who  literally  leads 
one  lover  to  another. 

Perhaps  because  love  is  such 
a  random  compilation  of  hap¬ 
penstance,  personal  chemistry 
and  impulsiveness,  there  can  be 
no  timeless  rules,  only  personal 
stories  that  together  make  up  the 
patchwork  of  our  lives. 

Mr.  Salfen  is  pastor  of  the 
Neshaminy-Warwick  Presbyterian 
Church  in  suburban  Philadelphia. 


By  CAROL  PIRTLE 

Caring  for  an  aging  parent  will 
be  a  challenge  many  of  us  will 
face.  All  too  often  the  years  we 
hoped  would  be  the  proverbial 
“golden"  ones  turn  out  to  be  years 
of  declining  mental  and  physical 
health  for  our  parents. 

For  us,  their  children,  these 
years  necessitate  numerous  deci¬ 
sions  as  we  try  to  cope  with  their 
increasing  loss  of  independence. 
Making  decisions  that  are  sensi¬ 
tive  to  their  needs  and  ours 
requires  the  cooperation  of  sib¬ 
lings  and  spouses  as  well  as 
grandchildren  still  living  at  home. 

You  and  Your  Aging  Parent  sup¬ 
plies  answers  to  our  questions  in 
ways  that  differ  from  ordinary 
books  on  the  subject.  Instead  of 
urging  the  primary  caregiver  to 
focus  on  her  own  needs  to  avoid 
“burnout,”  Jill  Boughton  believes 
we  should  focus  instead  on  the 
parent,  loving  and  serving  them 
“unconditionally.” 

Some  readers,  especially  those 
with  a  parent  living  in  their  home, 
may  think  such  a  goal  is  unrealis¬ 
tic.  However,  Ms.  Boughton  has 
had  firsthand  experience  on  the 
subject. 

She  shares  her  home,  including 
six  children  under  the  age  of  18, 
with  her  88-year-old  mother-in- 
law  who  suffers  from  Alzheimer’s 
disease.  While  she  admits  that  she 
doesn't  always  care  for  her  moth¬ 
er-in-law  without  anger,  frustra¬ 
tion  and  resentment,  her  goal  is  to 
care  for  her  mother-in-law  "with¬ 
out  reservation.” 

Chapters  dealing  with  what 
aging  is  like  for  our  parents  (and 
ultimately  for  ourselves),  caring 
for  a  parent  with  physical  or  men- 


Review 


You  and  Your  Aging  Parent  by 
Jill  A.  Boughton  (Green  Lawn 
Press,  South  Bend,  Ind.  1994)  143 
pages,  paperback. 

(To  order  this  book,  call  Books  Now 
at  1-800-962-6651,  ext.  3300). 


tal  disabilities,  and  deciding 
where  a  parent  should  live  are 
written  with  sensitivity  and 
understanding,  as  well  as  with 
practical  tips  to  avoid  stress.  All 
advice  she  offers  is  with  “God’s 
plan”  in  mind. 

Other  chapters  deal  with  death 
and  the  dying  process,  how  to 
cope  with  grief,  and  preparing  for 
our  own  aging  and  death. 
Throughout  the  book  she  gives 
resources  that  one  can  call  upon 
for  help. 

Ms.  Boughton  brings  more 
than  her  own  experience  to  the 
book.  By  using  the  stories  of  other 
people,  both  caregivers  and  those 
on  the  “receiving  end,"  she  adds 
variety  and  interest  and  looks  at 
situations  that  are  most  likely  to 
occur.  Anyone  faced  with  deci¬ 
sions  about  an  aging  parent  is 
likely  to  find  his  or  her  story  mir¬ 
rored  in  the  pages  of  this  easy-to- 
read  book. 

The  subtitle  of  You  and  Your 
Aging  Parent  is  “The  Practical 
Side  of  Love.”  Ms.  Boughton 
keeps  the  promise  suggested  by 
that  phrase.  You  and  Your  Aging 
Parent  is  “must”  reading  for  any¬ 
one  in  the  midst  of  deciding  “what 
to  do”  with  Mom  or  Dad. 

Ms.  Pirtle  is  a  free-lance  writer 
in  Sparta,  III. 


Business  execs  tap  faith  to 
battle  man-made  disasters 


By  KEN  WALKER 

Baptist  Press 

NASHVILLE.  Tenn.— They 
battle  man-made  disasters,  grapple 
with  harsh  setbacks  and  struggle  to 
keep  a  handle  on  their  priorities. 

Thanks  to  their  faith  in  Christ, 
these  two  corporate  executives 
know  the  blessing  of  peace  in  the 
midst  of  turmoil. 

For  Shoney’s  chief  executive 
officer  Stephen  Lynn — hired  last 
May  to  turn  around  the  struggling 
chain — it  came  from  prayer 
before  the  $2.2  billion  company 
was  featured  in  a  negative  light  on 
national  television. 

The  Nashville,  Tenn. -based 
company  was  one  of  five  restau¬ 
rant  operations  recently  spotlight¬ 
ed  on  ABC’s  Prime  Time  Live. 

Mr.  Lynn  termed  Shoney’s 
offenses  minor  compared  to  other 
unsanitary  conditions  cited.  Nev¬ 
ertheless,  he  had  to  direct  a 
response. 

After  a  pre-program  conference 
with  franchisees  and  managers,  he 
set  up  a  second  telephone  confer¬ 
ence.  In  addition  to  the  CEO,  par¬ 
ticipants  included  the  company’s 
chief  financial  officer,  the  chairman 
of  its  public  relations  firm  and  sev¬ 
eral  franchisees. 

All  are  Christians;  they  prayed 
that  God  would  give  them  a  spirit 
of  gratitude  despite  the  difficulty. 


"Paul  wrote  about 
being  thankful  even  in 
the  midst  of  heartbreak 
and  persecution." 

—Stephen  Lynn 


Mr.  Lynn  began  by  recalling 
Scriptures  he  said  the  Lord  had 
brought  to  his  mind  that  morning 
about  thankfulness. 

“Paul  wrote  about  being  thank¬ 
ful  even  in  the  midst  of  heartbreak 
and  persecution,”  said  Mr.  Lynn. 

“Paul  said  one  of  the  things  we 
need  to  do  is  be  absolutely  thank¬ 
ful  and  that’s  not  easy  to  do  when 
you’re  being  abused.” 

Likewise  for  Rachelle  “Ray” 
Hood-Phillips.  She  remembered 
how  stunned  she  was  after  a  com¬ 
pany-wide  uproar  at  her  former 
employer’s  office  a  few  years  ago. 

Atheists  and  agnostics  objected 
to  advance  notices  about  a  Nation¬ 
al  Day  of  Prayer  observance. 
Unbowed,  Ms.  Hood-Phillips 
turned  to  electronic  mail  and  word- 
of-mouth  to  publicize  the  meeting, 
which  featured  a  talk  by  a  member 
of  the  Miami  Dolphins. 

Now  the  president  of  her  own 
company,  she  remains  outspoken 
about  her  beliefs,  said  the  member 
of  First  Baptist  Church  of  Greer  in 
suburban  Greenville,  S.C. 


Hymn  invites  listener  to 
express  heart's  gratitude 


Come,  ye  thankful  people,  come, 
Raise  the  song  of  harvest  home! 
All  is  safely  gathered  in, 

Ere  the  winter  storms  begin; 

God,  our  Maker,  doth  provide 
For  our  wants  to  be  supplied; 
Come  to  God  ’ s  own  temple, 
come, 

Raise  the  song  of  harvest  home. 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

Next  week  we  celebrate 
Thanksgiving  Day — a  favorite 
holiday  in  the  year.  While  those  in 
rural  communities  are  far  more 
aware  of  the  harvesting  of  crops 
than  those  living  in  urban  areas, 
most  congregations,  in  both  rural 
and  urban  areas,  sing  this  hymn 
that  has  long  been  associated  with 
the  season. 

The  Rev.  Henry  Alford,  the 
author  of  the  hymn,  was  a  clergy¬ 
man  who  was  gifted  in  many 
ways.  Anoted  scholar,  theologian, 
poet,  writer  and  musician,  he  had 
a  distinguished  career  in  the 
Church  of  England. 

A  little  more  than  a  dozen  years 
after  he  wrote  the  hymn  in  1 844, 
he  was  appointed  dean  of  Canter¬ 
bury  Cathedral,  where  he 
remained  until  his  death  in  1871. 

Living  a  full  and  productive 


History 
of  Hymns 

life,  Alford  involved  himself  in 
many  areas  of  his  ministerial  call¬ 
ing.  One  of  this  friends  comment¬ 
ed  that  at  the  end  of  a  demanding 
day,  Alfred  would  “stand  up,  as  at 
the  end  of  a  meal,  and  thank  God 
for  what  he  had  received." 

The  hymn  is  an  invitation  for 
us  to  express  the  gratitude  of  our 
thankful  hearts  for  God’s  bounty. 
Stanzas  two  and  three  refer  to  the 
parable  of  the  tares  and  Jesus’ 
explanation  of  the  parable  as 
recorded  in  Matthew  13:24-30, 
36-43. 

Alfred's  hymn  is  sung  to  a  tune 
composed  in  1858  by  George  J. 
Elvey.  Elvey  was  organist  at  St. 
George's  Chapel  in  Windsor,  the 
home  church  of  England’s  royal 
family,  adjacent  to  Windsor  Cas¬ 
tle. 

During  his  forty-seven  years  of 
continuous  service  at  St. 
George's.  Elvey  played  for  many 
services  involving  the  royal  fam¬ 
ily.  He  was  knighted  by  Queen 
Victoria  in  1871. 


History 


Advanced  training  offered  by  St.  Mark’s  for  the  day 
care  providers  allows  them  to  be  certified  as  Child 
Development  Associates  by  the  State  to  enable  them  to 
educate  the  children  while  providing  child  care.  St. 
Mark’s  currently  works  with  137  day  care  providers  who 
care  for  almost  800  children  twelve  years  old  and  under. 
Over  600,000  meals  were  provided  through  this 
program  in  1995. 


Care 


St.  Mark’s 


St.  Mark’s  Community  Center 
was  established  in  1909  by  the 
Women’s  Division  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  Growing  out 
of  a  local  missional  Sunday 
School  program  for  immigrant 
children,  to  a  mission  which 
cared  for  the  needs  and  educa¬ 
tion  of  immigrants  during  the 
first  part  of  the  century,  St. 
Mark’s  history  is  rooted  in 
addressing  both  the  material  and 
spiritual  needs  of  people. 
Located  on  the  border  between 
the  French  Quarter  and  the 
Treme  community,  St.  Mark’s 
Community  center  seeks  to 
address  the  expressed  needs  of 
the  people  in  these  neighbor¬ 
hoods.  Its’  mission  is  to  provide 
people,  especially  women  and 
children,  with  opportunities  for 
self-development  through  educa¬ 
tion,  vocational  training  and 
employment,  recreation,  advoca¬ 
cy,  support,  and,  so  importantly, 
through  encouraging  people’s 
spiritual  development. 

The  area  St.  Mark’s 
Community  Center  serves  has  a 
population  of  just  under  half  a 
million  people.  Sixty-two  per¬ 
cent  of  the  people  are  African 
American,  thirty-two  percent  are 
Caucasian,  three  percent  are 
Hispanic,  and  two  percent  are 
Asian.  Over  forty  six  percent  of 
all  children  live  below  the  pover¬ 
ty  level,  and  nearly  fifty  percent 
of  all  children  under  five  years 
of  age  live  in  poverty.  Almost 
thirty  two  percent  of  the  adult 
population  has  not  completed 


St.  Mark’s  is  not  a  “rich”  mission.  We  are  not  able  to 
provide  health  insurance  to  any  employees.  We  have  no 
secretary  or  receptionist  at  this  point  in  time  due  to  the 
reduction  in  funding.  We  literally  operate  on  a  shoe¬ 
string.  Our  employees  work  very  long  hours  for  minimal 
pay. 

We  work  at  St.  Mark’s  because  we  believe  we  are  doing 
the  work  of  the  Gospel.  We  are  committed  to  ministering 
to  the  youth  and  families  of  the  inner  city  whose  lives  are 
filled  with  drugs,  violence,  emotional  and  physical  suffer¬ 
ing,  and  hopelessness.  We  are  here  because  we  believe 
this  is  where  Jesus  wants  us  to  be.  It  is  that  simple. 

We  have  only  been  successful  in  what  we  do  because 
God  has  blessed  us  with  volunteers,  people  and  churches 
who  have  personally  supported  St.  Mark’s,  and  a  great 
infusion  of  divine  grace.  All  glory  and  honor  is  due  to 
God. 

This  thanksgiving  we  wish  to  thank  all  who  have 
helped  St.  Mark’s  Community  Center  and  invite  you  to 
truly  see  St.  Mark’s  as  part  of  your  church’s  mission. 

May  the  peace  and  grace  of  our  Lord 
be  yours  to  give  to  others, 
Rev.  Greg  Dike 


*  If  you  would  like  to  make  a  special  Thanksgiving  Offering  to 
I  help  support  the  work  being  done  at  St.  Mark’s  or  become 

*  involved  in  a  mission  program  at  St.  Mark’s,  please  use  this  clip- 
I  out  form. 

m  Vour  name: 

Your  address: 

I  Your  Church: 

||  Church  address: 

I  Please  select  from  the  following: 

_ I  am  going  to  pray  for  St.  Mark’s  on  a  regular  basis. 

hi  _ Enclosed  is  a  gift  to  support  the  work  being  done  at 

„  St.  Mark’s. 

j  _ I  would  like  to  visit  St.  Mark’s. 

_ I  would  like  someone  from  St.  Mark’s  to  come  to  our 

|  church  to  speak. 

_ I  am  interested  in  bringing  a  work  team  to  St.  Mark’s. 

1  _ I  am  interested  in  finding  a  special  project  through  w  hich 

our  church  can  be  involved  in  the  work  at  St.  Mark’s. 

I  Please  send  this  form  to:  Rev.  Gregor  Dike 

St.  Mark’s  Community  Center 
|  1130  North  Rampart  Street 

New  Orleans ,  LA  70116 

I - 1 


Do  you  wish  to  become  involved 
in  St.  Mark's? 


high  school.  Over  half  of  the 
adult  males  work  less  than  six 
months  per  year.  Twenty  six  per¬ 
cent  of  all  males  incarcerated  in 
the  State  correctional  system 
have  their  home  in  Orleans 
Parish  which  makes  up  only 
12%  of  the  total  population  of 
Louisiana. 

Funding  for  St.  Mark’s  cur¬ 
rently  comes  from  the  United 
Way  of  Greater  New  Orleans, 
the  Louisiana  Department  of 
Education,  the  Orleans  Parish 
School  Board  (in  kind  funding), 
the  City  of  New  Orleans 
Community  Development  Block 
Grant,  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  and  through 
private  donations.  The  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  pro¬ 
vides:  the  entire  St.  Mark’s  facil¬ 
ity  and  church,  insurance  cover¬ 
age  on  the  facility,  technical 
training  and  assistance,  and 
$23,000  operating  funds  per 
year. 

Over  recent  years,  St.  Mark's 
work  has  included: 

Child  Advocacy 
Youth  Development 
Family  Day  Care 
Child  Care  Food  and 
Day  Care 

Child  Care  Resources 
Teen  Pregnancy  Prevention 
Family  Counseling 
Job  Training 
Day  Care  Project 
Training  of  Family  Day  Care 
providers 

St.  Mark’s  Street  Academy 
Adult  literacy  and 
education  programs. 


St.  Mark's  merits  our  full  support. 


The  Carver  Day  Care  Program  is  the  only  day  care  facility 
located  on  a  public  school  campus  for  the  children  of  high 
school  students  within  the  State  of  Louisiana.  It  is  run  by  St. 
Mark's  with  the  sole  intent  of  keeping  high  school  age  mothers 
in  school.  The  center  serves  up  to  fifty  infants  and  provides 
medical  care  for  the  infants  and  mandatory  parenting  classes 
for  the  students.  A  major  question  people  ask  is  whether  the 
presence  of  such  a  facility  promotes  irresponsibility  on  the  part 
of  youth. 


St.  Mark’s  is  a  significant  United  Methodist  presence  in  the  heart 
of  New  Orleans.  It  represents  each  Louisiana  United  Methodist  con¬ 
gregation  and  does  ministry  on  behalf  of  us  all. 


The  center  has  operated  for  four  years.  Eighty  percent  of 
the  students  who  have  utilized  the  day  care  center  have  either 
graduated  from  high-school  or  are  currently  completing  their 
high  school  education.  Of  those  who  have  graduated,  all  are 
either  in  college,  vocational  school,  or  have  full  time  employ¬ 
ment.  The  Carver  Day  Care  program  is  one  of  your  missions 
that  truly  works! 


Family  Day  Care  Programs  run  by  St.  Mark’s  provide: 


*  Training  for  individuals  to  offer  day  care  within  their 
homes  (and  hence  job  creation); 


*  Monitoring  to  ensure  quality  day  care  is  provided  in 
people’s  homes;  and, 


*  Guarantees  the  children  receiving  day  care  are  served 
nutritious  meals  through  a  meal  cost  reimbursement  pro¬ 
gram. 


Who  are  the  Street  Academy  students? 

*  A  fifteen  year  old  boy  whose  mother  is  in  prison 
for  murder  and  who  does  not  know  who  his  father  is.  He 
has  not  seen  his  mother  since  he  was  three.  He  lives  with 
his  grandmother  who  has  physical  disabilities.  He  func¬ 
tions  on  second  grade  level  and  has  low  self-esteem.  He 
was  brought  to  the  Street  Academy  by  a  cousin. 

*  A  fourteen  year  old  girl  whose  mother  has  been  in 
three  drug  rehabilitation  programs  in  the  past  year.  She 
does  not  know  who  her  father  is  and  lives  with  a  twenty- 
four  year  old  cousin.  She  does  not  trust  adults  and  is 
filled  with  anger.  She  functions  on  a  fourth  grade  acade¬ 
mic  level. 

St.  Mark’s  Street  Academy  is  an  alternative  junior- 
high  school  affiliated  with  the  Orleans  Parish  School 
Board.  Founded  in  1974  it  is  now  the  oldest  continuous¬ 
ly  operating  alternative  school  of  its  type  in  the  country. 
The  Academy  operates  under  the  principle:  “Education 
for  Self-Determination. 

Students  at  the  Academy  are  12-16  year  olds  who 
are  not  able  to  function  within  the  traditional  school  for¬ 
mat.  These  children  are  referred  to  the  Street  Academy 
by  public  school  counselors,  juvenile  detention  authori¬ 
ties,  and  by  the  court  system;  some  come  in  by  them¬ 
selves  or  are  introduced  to  the  Academy  by  a  concerned 
individual.  At  entering  the  majority  of  the  students  func¬ 
tion  at  the  4th-5th  grade  level  and  have  behavioral  and 
social  problems.  Through  extensive  counseling,  small 
structured  classes,  and  commitment  toward  the  children 
the  Street  Academy  seeks  to  “turn  these  youth  around, 
behaviorally  and  academically,  within  two  years  so  they 
can  succeed  in  9th  grade  within  their  home  schools. 

The  school  has  just  opened  a  computer  learning 
center.  A  jazz  music  instrument  instruction  and  perfor¬ 
mance  program  is  scheduled  to  begin  in  December.  St. 
Mark's  is  working  with  the  National  Guard  to  develop 
confidence,  team  building,  and  leadership  development 
programs  for  the  students  at  the  National  Guard’s  Camp 
Villere. 

The  Street  Academy  currently  serves  seventy  stu¬ 
dents  and  is  seeking  to  add  a  sixth  grade  class  in  order  to 
provide  earlier  intervention.  This  mission,  made  possible 
through  your  church’s  support,  provides  “a  last  chance” 
for  youth  who  would  become  statistics. 


A  significant  renewal  is  taking  place 
on  Rampart  Street  in  New  Orleans  at  the 
edge  of  the  French  Quarter.  It  is  happen¬ 
ing  at  the  St.  Mark’s  Community  Center 
under  the  direction  of  the  Rev.  Gregor 
Dike.  A  true  resurrection  is  occurring  at 
this  location. 

1  visited  St.  Mark’s  on  a  recent  week¬ 
day  afternoon.  The  place  was  humming! 
Children  and  youth  swarmed  all  over  the 
premises.  A  clean-up  crew  was  busy  on 
the  outside  and  a  fix-up  crew  was  work¬ 
ing  on  the  interior.  Staff  members  were 
all  around  and  hard  at  work. 


The  Youth  Development  Program  offered  by  St. 
Mark's  is  a  holistic  program  designed  to  build  self-confi¬ 
dence  in  youth  and  provide  the  skills  necessary  for  suc¬ 
cess.  The  program  has  five  basic  components:  Tutoring, 
life  skills  training,  counseling,  recreation,  and  cultural 
exposure. 


In  November,  St.  Mark’s  opened  a  computer  learning 
center  for  self-paced  remedial  education.  Your  church 
helped  pay  for  the  electrical  wiring  of  the  computer 
learning  center  through  your  support  of  the  Women’s 
Division  of  the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
which  made  a  grant  available  to  St.  Mark’s  to  upgrade  its 
electrical  system.  The  computers  to  be  used  in  the  center 
are  both  new  and  used  PC’s  donated  by  corporations  and 
individuals. 


Through  recent  grants  from  the  German  Protestant 
Orphan  Asylum  Foundation  and  the  Booth-Bricker 
Fund,  musical  instrument  instruction  is  being  added  to 
the  program  and  will  be  available  at  no  cost.  We  are  also 
seeking  to  add  an  evening  visual  arts  program.  Recent 
studies  reveal  that  students  improve  academically  as 
their  artistic  talents 
are  developed. 


St.  Mark’s  is 
blessed  with  a  facili¬ 
ty  which  includes  a 
basketball  court, 
pool,  weight  room, 
and  game  room. 


Last  year  over 
2500  youth  were 
regularly  involved  in 
the  programs. 


Carver  Day  Care 


SAINT 

MARK 


COMM 
CENTE 


WHO## 

5°!5§ra 

rih 
m 

r  /)-„  r.  ” 

»  ffl?S  A?3? 

~  rSi 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 

^LOUISIANA 

L-37  United  Methodist 


Editorial 

Team: 


Leslie  N.  Akin,  Conference  council  director 
Stacie  Schneider,  editor 
George  W.  C.  Calflfl  t>r. 

Liz  Lucas 


Edition 


William  B.  Oden,  bishop.  Louisiana  Area 


NOT  TO  BE 

TAKn.'i  our 

NOV  2  2  BBS 

f-'CX.t  u-..  • 

ce.4.  lua.'.  c:  .f 


Mail  news,  photos  /  subscriptions  to:  LUM,  527  North  Boulevard,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802  Phone:  504-346-1646  /  FAX:  504-383-2652 


W  i  142  NUMBER  27 


COQcn 

&  m 

5  5  n  -g 

co  o~ 


Send  P.O.  Form  3579  to  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275 


NOVEMBER  24,  1995 


onference  Center  site 

u 

open  for  tours 


The  center  site  will  be  open  for  tours  on  Saturday, 
December  9,  1995  from  8  am  to  10  am  in  the  morning  and 
2  pm  until  5  pm  in  the  afternoon.  Both  the  architect  and 
project  engineer  will  be  available  to  answer  questions. 

Directions  to  Conference  Center  site:  Take  exit  73  off 
1-49  (Woodworth  exit).  Turn  west  and  then  turn  right 
immediately  onto  Coulee  Crossing  Road.  Watch  for 
Center  Sign.  Continue  past  railroad  tracks  two  miles. 
Look  for  signs  leading  to  the  site. 

Special  Session  will  take  place  at  Ramada  Inn 
Convention  Centre  located  at  2211  N.  MacArthur.  The 
phone  number  for  the  hotel  is  (318)443-2561. 


To  Shreveport 


The  conference  center  site  will  be  open  for  tours  on  December  9,  1995. 


Alexandria 

Denotes  Conference  Center 


To  Lafayette 
Baton  Rouge 


Directions  to  Conference 
Center  site:  Take  exit  73  off  1-49 
(Woodworth  exit).  Turn  west  and 
then  turn  right  immediately  onto 
Coulee  Crossing  Road.  Watch  for 
Center  Sign.  Continue  past  rail¬ 
road  tracks  two  miles.  Look  for 
signs  leading  to  the  site. 

The  Special  Session  will  take 
place  at  Ramada  Inn  Convention 
Centre  located  at  2211  N. 
MacArthur  (which  is  Highways  1. 
71,  165  and  167.  )  The  phone 
number  for  the  hotel  is  (318)443- 
2561. 


Pteme  Nmis 

Everyone  is  wel¬ 
come  to  visit  the  site. 
Due  to  restrictions  in 
our  liability  insurance, 
no  one  will  he  permit¬ 
ted  to  go  into  any 
buildings  under  con¬ 
struction. 
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“Caring  for  persons  in  need” 


A  new  brochure  from  United 
Methodist  Communications  is  available 
to  churches  free  of  charge.  This 
brochure  gives  a  clear,  concise  account¬ 
ing  of  apportionments.  Here  is  an 
excerpt  from  the  brochure: 

“‘Apportionment’  is  a  term 
unique  to  United  Methodism. 

It  has  to  do  with  the  many 
commitments  to  mission  we 
make  to  help  persons  in  need 
and  to  alleviate  suffering. 


In  a  sense,  our  apportion¬ 
ments  express  the  church's 
primary  purpose:  to  care  for 
God’s  world  and  to  share 
God's  love  w  ith  others. 

As  United  Methodists,  we 
support  more  than  1,000  mis¬ 
sionaries  who  work  in  the 
United  States  and  other  coun¬ 
tries.  We  assist  48  child-care 
facilities,  75  hospitals  and 
health-care  facilities,  and  250 


A  Portion  Meant  For  Others 


M.  Editors  Note: 

Over  the  next  month, 
we  will  give  you 
excerpts  from  the 
1996  Budget  booklet 
compiled  by  the 
[I'll  Conference  Office  of 

Administrative 
Services.  If  you 

mwish  to  obtain  a 
copy  of  this  brochure 
please  contact  your 
^  district  superiten- 

C  dent  or  the 

Conference  Office  of 
A  dministrative 
n  Services.  It  is  our 
intention  that  you  be 

t  given  a  broad 

overview  of  the 
material  represented 
in  this  booklet.  We 

Shave  chosen  to  begin 
with  Campus 
Ministry  in  honor  of 
UM  Student  Sunday. 
“We  serve  in  min¬ 
istry  on  nearly  100  United 
Methodist  college  campuses. 
We  support  colleges,  universi¬ 
ties,  and  secondary  and  prepara¬ 
tory  schools.  We  assist  13  theo¬ 
logical  schools  and  a  medical 
school.” 

excerpt  from  Caring  For 
Persons  In  Need,  UMComm 
The  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  supports  two  United 
Methodist  related  institutions. 
Centenary  College  in  Shreveport 


and  Dillard  University  in  New 
Orleans.  It  also  supports  thir¬ 
teen  campus  ministries  that 
operate  at  fifteen  institutions  of 
higher  education  across  the 
state.  The  1996  Conference 
budget  for  Centenary,  Dillard, 
Wesley  Foundations  and  the 
Black  College  Fund  totals  SI. 5 
million. 

The  following  thoughts  are 
from  people  involved  on  the 
campuses  supported  by  your 
love  and  care: 

“Part  of  the  responsibility  of 
an  institution  of  higher  learning 
includes  the  process  of  creating 
a  positive  vision  of  future  for 
students.  To  achieve  this  vision, 
pupils  need  a  strong,  competi¬ 
tive  education  and  the  skills  to 
succeed  in  their  chosen  field. 
Centenary  College  of  Louisiana 
provides  me  with  these  qualities, 
enabling  me  to  actually  answer 
“THE  QUESTION."  (What  are 
your  plans  after  graduation?) 

Students  graduate  Centenary 
with  encouragement  from  pro¬ 
fessors  and  confidence  in  their 
ability  to  contribute  to  society. 
We  look  to  the  future  with  antic¬ 
ipation  and  hope  rather  than  fear 
and  doubt.” 

Gaela  Youngblood,  Student 

“The  classroom  was  only  the 
beginning  of  my  learning  experi¬ 
ence.  In  the  summer  of  1983,  1 


was  chosen  to  be  an  interpreter 
for  the  Black  College  Fund;  (of 
which  Dillard  is  a  part).  For  ten 
weeks  I  traveled  through  the 
North  Central  Jurisdiction 
explaining  why  schools  like 
Dillard  should  be  supported  by 
The  United  Methodist  Church. 

Dillard  is  on  the  “cutting 
edge.”  It  is  helping  to  educate 
young  doctors,  lawyers,  teach¬ 
ers,  nurses,  politicians,  business 
persons,  etc.  Persons  that  may 
have  fallen  through  the  net  have 
been  given  an  opportunity  to 
develop  their  gifts  and  talents. 
Enrollment  continues  to 
increase.  Each  year  students  are 
attending  from  all  over  the  coun¬ 
try  and  different  parts  of  the 
world.  Without  a  doubt  this  is 
due  to  the  reputation  that  Dillard 
offers  its  students  a  quality  and 
well-rounded  education. 

As  members  of  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference,  we  can  be 
proud  of  Dillard  University.  We 
can  be  well  assured  that  all  of 
our  contributions  are  being  well 
used.  I  am  a  living  witness  and 
example.” 

Rev.  Arnold  Brown, 
Alumnus 

“Wesley  Foundations  and 
other  United  Methodist-related 
campus  ministries  exist  to  pro¬ 
vide  a  place  for  students  to 
reflect  on  the  issues  of  faith  in 
the  midst  of  sorority  parties, 
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work-study  jobs,  dormitory  life, 
challenging  academics  and  life¬ 
changing  relations  with  peers. 
In  these  campus  ministries  stu¬ 
dents  can  ask  questions,  explore 
issues  of  faith,  meet  Christian 
peers,  play,  worship'  and  study 
assured  of  God’s  grace  and  love 
for  them. 

Our  campuses  are  mission 
fields.  Daily,  students  come  to 
think  that  they  “can’t  believe  in 
God  anymore.”  Our  church’s 
presence  on  these  campuses  is 
extremely  important.  It  may  be 
the  only  visible  sign  of  the  grace 
of  God  through  Jesus  Christ.” 

Rev.  Roger  Templeton, 
Director,  Youth  and  Campus 
Ministries 


Conference  Council 
on  Ministries 
Position  Available 

Director  of  Serving 
and  Special 
Ministries 

Job  Description  available 
upon  request,  call  (504) 
346-1646.  Resumes  must 
be  received  by  December 
1,  1995,  (E.O.E.) 

Please  fax  (604)  383-2652 
or  mail  to:  CCOM 

527  North  Blvd., 
Baton  Rouge,  LA 
70802-5700 


A  Pastor’s 
Survival 
Kit  for  the 
’90s 


retirement  and  long-term- 
care  facilities. ...” 

The  brochure  is  offered  in  English, 
Korean  and  Spanish.  To  order,  send  the 
following  information  (church  number, 
address,  shipping  address,  contact  per¬ 
son  and  phone  number)  to  United 
Methodist  Communications,  P.  O.  Box 
320,  Nashville,  TN  37202-0320. 
Specify  number  to  order  and  English 
(411675/411695),  Korean  (411697)  or 
Spanish  (411686). 


Bishop  William  B.  Oden 


It  was  one  of  those  catchy 

lists  often  found  in  newspapers,  usually  between  the  sports  sec¬ 
tion  and  the  comics.  The  title  was  something  like  “fifty  things 
every  adult  should  know;  knowledge  and  skills  to  survive  the 
’90s."  Some  items  on  the  list; 

How  to  choose  a  long  distance  phone  company. 

How  to  get  on  the  information  superhighway. 

The  current  price  of  stamps  for  letters  and  postcards. 

How  to  work  through  voice  mail  systems. 

How  to  count  fat  grams. 

How  to  send  a  fax. 

How  to  program  a  VCR. 

How  to  relax. 

How  to  use  a  credit  card  at  the  gas  pump. 

How  to  remove  crazy  glue  from  kids  hair. 

When  to  dial  911. 

I  won’t  bore  you  with  the  rest.  But  it  set  my  mind 
awhirling:  What  does  a  pastor  have  to  know  to  thrive — not  just 
survive — as  leader  of  a  local  church  in  the  ’90s.  This  list  is  short, 
totally  unscientific,  and  based  on  my  own  biases. 

1 .  Know  how  to  pray.  Not  just  in  public  but  how  to 
make  prayer  an  essential  ingredient  of  life  itself. 

2.  Know  when  to  “show  up."  Some  pastors  have  the 
sensitivity  to  know  when  they  are  needed  for  a  home 
visit,  a  hospital  call,  and  an  encouraging  word. 

3.  Develop  basic  communication  skills.  I’m  not  talk¬ 
ing  about  the  PhD  level,  but  simple  skills  of  human 
relations.  Many  pastoral  conflicts  within  a  local  church 
could  be  avoided  by  these  skills. 

4.  Be  a  part  of  a  covenant  group.  A  Lone  Ranger  pas¬ 
tor  will  not  survive  long  in  the  ’90s.  Clergy  not  only 
need  a  healthy  family  system  (nuclear,  extended  or  sub¬ 
stitute),  but  a  strong  support  of  colleagues.  This  is  not 
easy  to  maintain  but  essential  for  spiritual  well  being 
and  growth. 

5.  The  ability  to  separate  essentials  from  non-essen¬ 
tials.  As  one  writer  put  it,  “The  main  thing  is  to  contin¬ 
ue  to  make  the  main  thing  the  main  thing!"  Don't  get 
lost  in  the  insignificant  trappings  of  church  life. 

I’m  certain  there  are  many  more  wise  statements  to  help 
one  thrive  as  a  pastor  in  the  ‘90s.  One  more — probably  the  most 
important — comes  to  mind:  Make  certain  you  are  appointed  to  a 
congregation  that  prays  for  you! 


Advent:  A  Calendar  of  Devotions,  1995 
by  Marilyn  Brown  Oden 
is  a  book  of  daily  Advent  Devotions  from  *4 

December  3  to  December  25,  1995 
available  through  Abingdon  Press 
1-800-251-3320 
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CONFERENCE  PROGRAM  CALENDAR 

NOVEMBER  1995 

|  26 

United  Methodist  Student  Day 

1  28-29 

Town  &  Country  Rural  Life  Retreat,  Uskichitto  Retreat 

Center,  LeBlanc,  1:00  p  m.  on  28th  -  noon  on  29th 

29-12/3 

Cursillo  No.  49,  Tall  Timbers 

DECEMBER.  1995 

2 

Voices  of  Vision  Rehearsal,  FUMC,  Shreveport, 

10:30  a  m.  - 12  00  noon 

12-13 

Cabinet  Meeting 

24 

Christmas  Sunday  -  Children’s  Homes  Offering 

JANUARY. 

0936 

6 

VISION  2000  at  Centenary  College 

8-11 

District  Audits  of  Local  Churches 

10 

Deadline  for  Receiving  1995  Apportionment  Remittances  in 
the  Conference  Treasurer's  Office 

10-14 

"Forum  '96”  sponsored  by  General  Board  of  Discipleship  for 
Adult  Workers  with  Youth 

12-14 

"Louisiana  Happening"  #7 

14 

Human  Relations  Day 

15-19 

Perkins  School  of  Youth  Ministry,  SMU,  Dallas,  TX,  Mon. 

5:00  p  m  -  Friday  12  00  noon 

1  16-17 

Cabinet  Meeting 

17-18 

Cabinet  and  Planning  and  Research  Joint  Meeting 

‘  19-21 

Lagmappe  Country  Walk  to  Emmaus,  Men's  Walk  #1  - 
Broadmoor  UMC,  B  R 

20 

VISION  2000  at  Dillard  University 

25-26 

Convocation  of  Boards 

26 

Conference  Council  on  Ministries,  First  Church, 

Baton  Rouge,  3  00  p  m 

26-27 

CCYM  Meeting,  TBA  Baton  Rouge 

27 

Conference  Youth  Serving  Ministries.  First  Church. 

Alexandria,  10  00  a  m. 

28 

United  Methodist  Women’s  Sunday 

Faith  forum 


NOVEMBER  24,  1995 


The  United  Methodist 

REPORTER 


Let's  pray  that 
budding  civility 
blooms  in  spring 


Anyone  who  doubts  that  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  can  talk  civilly  to 
one  another — even  when  they  dis¬ 
agree  or  sometimes  stand  poles 
apart — should  have  been  in  Den¬ 
ver  Nov.  9-11. 

As  news  reports  elsewhere  in 
this  issue  indicate,  this  was  the  gath¬ 
ering — held  once  every  four 
years — specifically  for  the  heads  of 
elected  delegations  from  each  of  the 
church’s  regional  areas  throughout 
the  world  and  the  church's  regional 
and  national  communicators. 

The  purpose  was  to  brief  them 
collectively  on  major  issues  expect¬ 
ed  to  come  before  the  church’s 
highest  legislative  body  next  spring 
(General  Conference  meets  April 
16-26, 19%,  also  in  Denver). 

The  briefing  propels  the 
church’s  highest-level  agency 
CEOs  and  leaders  of  ethnic  caucus¬ 
es  and  special  interest  groups  to  the 
speaker's  rostrum  one  at  a  time. 

Within  tight  time  limits,  they 
have  the  opportunity  to  explain 
verbally  and  show  graphically 
what  directions  they  want  the 
church  to  take. 

Concise  rules  laid  down  in 
advance  assure  that  this  is  not  a 
forum  for  debate  but  a  place  to 
gather  and  share  information. 

Discussions  are  openly  polite 
as  we  hear  about  what  legislation 
should  say  “United  Methodists 
shall  do  such  and  such”  (required) 
or  “may  do  such  and  such”  (per¬ 
mitted).  A  world  of  difference  lies 
between  those  two  small  words. 

No  one  expects  most  of  the 
advance  information  disseminat¬ 
ed  in  Denver  to  translate  quickly 
or  uniformly  into  most  United 
Methodist  homes  or  congrega¬ 
tions.  But  five  months  remain  for 
information  to  filter  out  across  the 
church  and  for  both  the  church's 
legislators  and  media  interpreters 
to  receive  feedback. 

During  these  five  months,  leg¬ 
islative  presentations  will  sharpen 
and  issues  will  become  more  divi¬ 
sive  as  the  passion  and  rhetoric  of 
decision-making  increases. 

The  legislation  that  finally 
develops  next  spring  is  an  essen¬ 
tial  component  of  how  we  as  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  see  ourselves  as 


Civil  discourse  such  as  this 
encounter  between  Bruce 
Robbins  and  James  Hei- 
dinger  marked  the  Denver 
briefing. 

Editorial 


part  of  the  larger  Christian  church 
and  of  how  we  govern  ourselves. 

The  next  time  these  people 
meet  in  Denver,  they  will  be 
joined  by  other  delegates  to  total 
996  elected  regional  representa¬ 
tives  (half  clergy — half  laity). 
Their  work  will  be  observed  by 
more  than  100  bishops,  several 
dozen  more  communicators  and  a 
couple  thousand  spectators. 

This  time,  Denver  was  for 
information;  next  time  it’ll  be  for 
keeps. 

We’ll  leave  Denver  next  April 
not  only  better  informed,  as  we  did 
this  time,  but  also  newly  legislat¬ 
ed.  Directives  codified  in  the  Book 
of  Discipline  and  guidelines  in  the 
Book  of  Resolutions  will  lead  the 
church  through  the  year  2000. 

All  who  care  about  the 
church’s  future  and  its  reason  for 
being  should  pray  that  the  quali¬ 
ties  which  budded  recently  in 
Denver — civility,  gracious  com¬ 
munication,  open  inquiry  and  an 
equally  shared  spotlight — will 
bloom  fully  in  April  1996. 

More  than  most  United 
Methodists  know  or  even  want  to 
realize,  these  once-every-four-years 
congresses  shape  much  of  who  and 
what  we  are  as  people  of  God. 


We  should  check  out  church's  experience 
before  abandoning  Korean  conferences 


In  re:  the  differences  of  opin¬ 
ion  concerning  formation  of 
Korean-American  missionary 
conferences  in  the  United  States 
(see  UMR,  Oct.  27): 

Dr.  Justo  Gonzalez,  speaking 
to  the  convocation  of  the  Histor¬ 
ical  Society  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church  at  Epworth- 
by-the-Sea,  Ga„  this  past  sum¬ 
mer,  reported  that  after  the  disso¬ 
lution  of  the  Hispanic  district  in 
Florida  some  years  ago,  the  num¬ 
ber  of  Hispanic  United 
Methodists  declined.  Being  His¬ 
panic  himself,  he  obviously 
speaks  with  authority. 

I’m  glad  that  there  will  be  fur¬ 
ther  study.  I  hope  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  will 
recognize  the  similarities  in  these 
situations  and  will  consult  peo¬ 
ple  with  experience  such  as  Dr. 
Gonzales. 

Roy  L.  Howard 
Chattanooga,  Tennessee 

I  applaud  him 

I  applaud  Bishop  F.  Herbert 
Skeete,  president  of  the  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  for  calling 
“sinful”  the  expenditure  of  near¬ 
ly  $72  million  to  relocate  the  mis¬ 
sions  board’s  offices  from  New 
York  City  to  Reston,  Va.  (see 
UMR,  Oct.  27). 

Equally  disgraceful  is  the  mes¬ 
sage  we’re  sending:  We’re  desert¬ 
ing  the  city,  where  a  stronger  Chris¬ 
tian  presence  is  desperately  need¬ 
ed,  for  a  plush  subuiban  reftige. 

Kenneth  Wray  Conners 

Meadowbrook,  Pennsylvania 

I'm  boiling  mad 

The  article  on  the  mission 
board  relocation  made  me  boil¬ 
ing  mad  (see  UMR,  Oct.  20). 

To  put  a  $72  million  tag  on  a 
move  to  Virginia  from  New  York 
for  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  is  absolutely  obscene. 
Whatever  happened  to  the  teach¬ 
ing  of  Jesus  who  spoke  these 
words  to  us,  “For  as  much  as  you 
have  done  it  unto  the  least  of  these 
my  brethren,  you  have  done  it  unto 
me?"  (Matthew  25:40  KJV). 

If  the  hierarchy  of  the  church 
is  so  willing  to  spend  money, 
they  might  think  about  helping 
our  institutions  that  serve  people! 

Grace  Geiger 
Bronx,  New  York 


Letters 
to  the  Editor 


Please  give  details 

I  have  not  seen  any  report  in 
the  Reporter  that  gives  detail  as 
to  the  financial/economic  incen¬ 
tives  for  moving  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  from 
New  York  City  to  Reston,  Va. 

The  Site  Selection  Committee 
should  give  all  United  Methodists 
details  on  what  the  savings  are  and 
how  long  it  will  take  to  recoup  the 
relocation  costs.  To  ask  all  the 
churches  in  our  denomination  to 
increase  apportionments  to  sup¬ 
port  such  a  dubious  move  is  not 
fair  or  straightforward. 

Neil  A.  Hansen 
Wilmington,  Delaware 

I  commend  you 

I  commend  the  Reporter  for 
publishing  the  editorial,  “Let’s 
get  along  without  guns"  and 
Daniel  R.  Gangler’s  article,  “UM 
leaders  tackle  guns  and  violence” 
(see  UMR,  Oct.  13). 

I  can  understand  that  gun 
advocates  would  object  to  these 
views.  However,  the  letters  in  the 
Oct.  20  issue  in  response  to  these 
articles  shed  no  light  on  this  seri¬ 
ous  problem. 

Robert  W.  Clayton  states  that 
"The  real  cause  of  violence  is  the 
inability  of  the  church  ...  to 
change  the  hearts  of  people.”  I 
thought  God  changes  hearts,  not 
the  church. 

Meanwhile,  Robert  F.  Hand 
states  that  Christ  “.  .  .holds  the 
ultimate  power  in  the  alleviation 
of  violence.”  If  that  is  true,  then 
why  doesn’t  Christ  do  something 


about  all  this  violence? 

The  views  of  your  writers 
make  much  better  sense. 

James  J.  Billings 
Del  Rio,  Texas 

Thanks,  but . . . 

Thank  you  very  much  for 
Cynthia  B.  Astle’s  positive  arti¬ 
cle  highlighting  The  Foundation 
for  Evangelism  award  (see  UMR, 
Nov.  10). 

For  the  record,  however,  I 
have  never  worn  blue  jeans  in  the 
pulpit. 

Kirbyjon  H.  Caldwell 
Houston,  Texas 

Editor's  note:  The  informa¬ 
tion  in  question  was  taken  from 
the  Foundation  s  press  release. 
We  regret  the  error. 

Cartoon  was  offensive 

While  the  church  has  a  defi¬ 
nite  responsibility  to  ensure  that 
the  needs  of  the  hungry,  unem¬ 
ployed  and  prisoners  must  be  met 
through  Christian  love,  I  find 
Mike  Morgan’s  commentary 
strip  in  the  Nov.  10  United 
Methodist  Reporter  offensive. 

Not  only  does  it  demonstrate 
the  one-sided  political  percep¬ 
tion  that  the  media  generally 
insists  on  taking  but  it  ignores  the 
fact  that  United  Methodists  cover 
the  broad  political  spectrum  and 
are  entitled  to  hold  whatever 
political  view  they  choose! 

John  W.  Classen 
Spring,  Texas 

Editor's  Note:  This  letter  and 
one  published  in  the  Nov.  1 7  issue 
are  representative  of  others  we 
received  on  the  same  subject. 

We  regret  that  some  readers 
have  interpreted  the  cartoon  to 
be  either  a  partisan  or  a  person¬ 


al  attack  on  Speaker  Gingrich. 
This  was  not  the  staff’s  intention 
or  interpretation,  but  we  apolo¬ 
gize  if  any  have  been  offended  by 
this  presentation. 

Mutual  respect 

The  race  problem  is  caused  by 
those  who  create  misunderstand¬ 
ing  on  the  subject  of  race  relations. 

Everyone  should  understand 
and  accept  the  simple  truth  that  it 
is  normal  and  righteous  for  peo¬ 
ple  to  have  pride  in  and  a  prefer¬ 
ence  for  their  own  race  in  most 
social,  cultural  and  certainly  their 
most  intimate  relationships,  and 
this  should  be  honored. 

We  do  unto  others  as  we 
would  have  them  do  unto  us  in 
our  race  relations  when  we  have 
high  regard  for  all  races;  when 
we  harmoniously  work  together 
and  cooperate  for  mutual  well¬ 
being;  but  never  insult  anyone’s 
heritage  nor  seek  to  adulterate 
their  distinctions. 

This  understanding,  demon¬ 
strated  by  mutual  respect,  good 
manners  and  helpfulness,  brings 
racial  harmony  and  lasting  good 
will.  Surely  this  is  what  every 
peacemaker  desires. 

T.  J.  Campbell 
Smyrna,  Georgia 

It  surprised  me 

It  surprised  me  that  your  edito¬ 
rial  of  Oct.  20  would  use  the  pope 
as  the  inspiration  and  example  for 
the  “presence  of  being,”  which,  I 
presume,  you  meant,  God’s  pres¬ 
ence  of  being,  through  people. 

For  the  vast  majority  of  them 
the  pope  is  not  only  the  Vicar, 
Christ’s  sole  representative  on 
earth,  but  Christ  and  even  God 
himself;  which  is  a  blasphemy. 

Alberto  Merubia 
Austin,  Texas 


For  Heaven's  Sake 


By  Mike  Morgan 


I'M  A  LITTLE 
CORCERRED 
ABOUT  THE  WAY 
YOU'RE  PRESSED, 


...IF  YOU'RE  REALLY 
A  6UARDIAM  ANSEL. 
YOU  0U6HT  TO  TRY. 
TO  LOOK  LIKE 
ONE! 


My  little  'saint'  taught  me  a  faith  lesson 


“Mama!  How  do  you  spell 
‘Louis’?” 

Deanna  rushed  into  the  kitchen 
asking  this  just  as  I  opened  the 
oven  door  to  check  on  a  meat  loaf 
for  our  family  dinner. 

“Louis?”  I  said  while  sliding 
the  roasting  pan  toward  the  front 
of  the  oven  rack.  “Who’s  Louis?” 

“You  know,”  said  my  5-year- 
old.  “He’s  the  boy  that  gave  me 
my  black  eye.” 

For  several  days,  I  had  asked 
myself,  “Why  would  a  child  be  so 
violent  toward  another  child?” 

I  sizzled  with  anger  every  time 
I  saw  one  of  Deanna’s  bright, 
shiny,  hazel  eyes,  darkened  by 
that  oval  mark  above  her  cheek. 

Slamming  the  oven  door  with 
the  back  of  my  hand  as  if  it  were 


Faithfully 

yours 


Denise  Johnson 
Stovall  is  an 
Associate  Editor 
of  the  Reporter. 


the  person  in  question,  I  said, 
“Why  on  earth  do  you  want  to 
know  how  to  spell  his  name — 
especially  after  what  he  did  to 
you?” 

Her  reply  reminded  me  of  why 


Jesus  said,  “Let  the  children  come 
unto  me,  for  of  such  is  the  king¬ 
dom  of  Heaven.” 

Deanna  thought  for  a  moment, 
then  said,  “W-e-1-1.  At  church  yes¬ 
terday,  Miss  Mae  told  the  children 
that  we  should  make  paper  chains 
for  that  day  after  Halloween.  You 
’member  what  it’s  called.” 

I  nodded  and  said,  “Yes:  All 
Saints  Day.” 

“Yes.  That’s  it,”  continued 
Deanna.  “Anyway,  she  said  to 
make  a  ring  every  time  somebody 
does  a  nice  thing,  like  Jesus  did. 

“Louis  told  me  on  the  bus  today 
that  he  was  sotTy  he  hit  me  in  my 
eye.  And  that  was  nice.  I  know  it 
was  an  accident.  I  wanna  put  his 
name  on  this  chain,  so  we  can  pray 


Sayings 


“My  priorities  weren’t  turned 
around  in  Bosnia.  I’d  been  re¬ 
examining  them  for  some  time. 
But  they  sure  were  slapped  into 
line  during  that  first  week  of  June. 
By  the  end  of  it,  I  realized  that  only 
three  things  mattered  in  this  world: 

“Number  one  was  faith  in 
God,  the  source  of  all  goodness. 

“Number  two  was  the  love  of 
family  and  friends.  That  love  was¬ 
n’t  something  apart  from  faith,  nor 


was  it  a  by-product — it  was  faith's 
fullest  expression. 

“Number  three  was  good 
health,  the  physical  foundation 
for  faith  and  love.” 

— U.  S.  Air  Force  Capt. 
Scott  O’Grady  in  his  book. 
Return  with  Honor. 

*  *  * 

“The  international  communi¬ 
ty  has  learned  it  can  trust  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on 


Relief  to  be  an  instrument  of 

human  care  and  reconciliation.” 

— Bishop  William  B.  Oden, 
Louisiana  Area. 

*  *  * 

“Just  as  Mary  visited  Eliza¬ 
beth,  so  you  too  are  called  to 
‘visit’  the  needs  of  the  poor,  the 
hungry,  the  homeless,  those  who 
are  alone  or  ill.  You  care  called 
to  stand  up  for  life!” 

— Pope  John  Paul  II. 
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Please  recycle. 
We  do! 


for  him  so  he  won’t  do  it  again.” 

I  stood  in  the  middle  of  that 
kitchen,  my  hands  on  my  hips — 
pot  holders  and  all — stunned. 

At  that  instant,  I  recalled  a 
recent  column  by  a  New  York  pas¬ 
tor  in  one  of  our  UMR  publica¬ 
tions. 

He  said,  “Forgiveness,  no  mat¬ 
ter  how  long  it  takes  or  how  diffi¬ 
cult  it  is  to  attain,  is  the  only  path 
to  healing  and  ultimately  to  free¬ 
dom.” 

Watching  Deanna’s  bright 
smile  as  she  carefully  printed 
Louis’  name  on  her  All  Saints 
chain,  I  knew  that  she  had  learned 
by  herself  an  appropriate  practice 
of  the  Christian  faith: 

We  can  rebuke  the  sin  but  we 
must  still  love  the  sinner. 

Maybe  it  was  my  imagination, 
but  I  thought  that  her  bruised  eye¬ 
lid  had  gotten  just  a  little  better. 


Tell  us 
your 
views! 


Address  letters  for 
publication  to  "Letters  to 
the  Editor."  Include  your 
full  name,  address  and 
telephone  number; 
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Remember  in 
prayer  United 
Methodist  mis¬ 
sionaries  on 
their  birthdays, 
and  tire  many 
mission  projects 
and  programs  of 
The  United 
Methodist 
Church.  Give  die 
gift  drat  eadi  day 
of  the  year 
celebrates 
United 
Medrodist 
mission  outreach. 


Order  your  gift  copies  of  the 
Prayer  Calendar  (#2140) 

@  $6.50  plus  postage,  from: 
Service  Center 
General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries 
7820  Reading  Road, 
Caller  No.  1800 
Cincinnati,  OH  45222-1800 
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Faith  Watch 

From  news  and  staff  reports 

\ _  J 

GRAHAM  TO  GRAHAM: 
Franklin  Graham,  a  self- 
described  former  rebel,  has 
been  named  to  succeed  his 
father  as  head  of  the  Billy  Gra¬ 
ham  Evangelistic  Association. 
The  Minneapolis-based  Graham 
organization  said  that  the  younger 
Graham,  43,  was  appointed  by  its 
32-member  board  of  directors  to 
the  newly  created  post  of  first 
vice  president  “with  direct  suc¬ 
cession  to  become  chairman  and 
CEO,  should  his  father  ever 
become  incapacitated.”  Billy 
Graham.  77,  has  been  diagnosed 
as  having  Parkinson’s  disease. 

END  AID  TO  CHILDREN: 

Leaders  of  the  National  Council 
of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the 
USA,  the  Congress  of  National 
Black  Churches,  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church  and  the  Reli¬ 
gious  Action  Center  for 
Reformed  Judaism  recently 
signed  a  joint  statement  declar¬ 
ing  “unholy”  the  proposed  fed¬ 
eral  legislation  to  end  federal 
entitlements  for  poor,  abused 
and  disabled  children. 

CHURCH  AND  STATE: 

The  Madison,  Wis.-based  Free¬ 
dom  From  Religion  Founda¬ 
tion  asked  mayors  and  gover¬ 
nors  to  follow  the  lead  of 
Thomas  Jefferson  and  give 
thanks  during  this  season 
instead  for  the  separation  of 
church  and  state.  “Never  before 
have  public  officials  been  under 
so  much  pressure  to  misuse  their 
secular  offices  to  promote  reli¬ 
gion,”  Anne  Nicol  Gaylor,  presi¬ 
dent,  wrote  to  the  nation’s  may¬ 
ors  and  governors. 

PRAYER  FOR  RABINS:  Lead¬ 
ers  of  the  United  Church  of 
Christ  and  the  Christian  Church 
(Disciples  of  Christ)  recently 
issued  a  joint  statement  saying 
they  were  praying  for  the  fami¬ 
ly  of  the  late  Israeli  Prime  Min¬ 
ister  Yitzhak  Rabin,  for  acting 
Prime  Minister  Shimon  Peres 
and  for  Palestinians.  They  also 
said  that  conflict  in  the  Middle 
East  has  claimed  too  many  mar¬ 
tyrs  and  that  it  was  time  that  all 
choose  life,  “so  that  we  and  our 
children  might  live.” 


Delegates,  press  briefed  on  '96  conclave 


Missions  board  move  would 
hike  budget  by  4  percent 


By  DANIEL  R.  GANGLER 

Associate  Editor 

DENVER— If  The  United 
Methodist  Church’s  top  legisla¬ 
tive  body  next  spring  approves 
moving  the  church’s  missions 
agency  from  New  York  City  to  the 
Washington  area,  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  total  budget  will  jump  4 
percent  in  one  year. 

Such  a  jump  isn’t  unusual,  but 
most  jumps  are  lesser  amounts, 
church  financial  officials  said. 

In  addition,  funding  the  move 
would  countermand  the  proposed 
“no  increase”  budget  approved 
for  1997  by  the  church’s  General 
Council  on  Finance  and  Adminis¬ 
tration,  according  to  that  agency's 
top  officer,  the  Rev.  Clifford  S. 
Drake. 

Dr.  Drake  reported  this  finding 
to  the  Pre-General  Conference 
News  Briefing  Nov.  9- 1 1  in  Denver. 

The  increase  is  driven  by  the 
estimated  $42  million,  plus  inter¬ 
est,  it  would  cost  to  move  the 
Global  Ministries’  headquarters 
from  New  York  to  Reston,  Va. 

Reston  was  recently  selected 
by  a  special  13-member  commit¬ 
tee  created  by  the  1992  General 
Conference. 


Aside  from  the  missions 
board’s  potential  move,  the 
church’s  financial  agency  has  set 
a  1 997-2000  budget  of  $  1 83 .5  mil¬ 
lion  for  the  church’s  seven  pro¬ 
gram  and  monitoring  agencies. 

These  agencies  are  funded 
through  the  World  Service  Fund 
“fair-share”  apportionments  paid 
by  the  denomination's  42,000 
congregations  worldwide. 

The  denomination's  total  four- 
year  budget  is  proposed  at  $503 
million,  broken  down  by  year  as: 

1997 —  $124  million,  0  percent 
increase; 

1998 —  $  1 24  million.  0  percent; 

1999 —  $126  million,  2  percent 
increase; 

2000 —  $129  million,  2  per¬ 
cent. 

If  the  General  Conference 
approves  both  the  proposed  finance 
council  budget  and  the  plan  to 
move  the  mission  headquarters 
from  New  York  City  to  Reston, 
annual  percentage  increases  would 
be  4, 0,  5  and  5  percent,  according 
to  Dr.  Drake. 

Dr.  Drake  warned  General 
Conference  delegates  that  fiscal 
decisions,  like  all  other  decisions, 
are  made  with  passion. 


DENVER— Among  the  con¬ 
versations  at  the  Pre-General 
Conference  Briefing  was  this 
encounter  among  (from  left) 
the  Rev.  Bruce  Robbins  of 
the  General  Commission  on 
Christian  Unity  and  Interreli¬ 
gious  Concerns,  the  Rev. 
James  Heidinger  of  the 
Good  News  Caucus  and  del¬ 
egate  Elaine  Stanovsky  from 
the  Pacific-Northwest  Annu¬ 
al  Conference.  At  right,  one 
of  the  presentation  slides. 

UMR  PHOTO  BY  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


Preparing  for  conference:  Vans,  cookies,  coffee 


Only  this  body  speaks  for  the  church 

According  to  the  United  Methodist  Book  of  Discipline, U 
6 10, “No  person, no  paper, no  organization, has  the  authori¬ 
ty  to  speak  officially  forThe  United  Methodist  Church, this 
right  having  been  reserved  exlusively  to  the  General  Confer¬ 
ence  under  the  (Church’s)  Constitution.” 


By  DANIEL  R.  GANGLER 

Associate  Editor 

DENVER — “In  Essentials 
Unity.  In  Non-Essentials  Liberty 
and  In  All  Things  Charity”  is  the 
theme  of  the  United  Methodist 
1996  General  Conference,  the 
church’s  top  legislative  body. 

The  words  are  attributed  to  John 
Wesley,  1 8th-century  founder  of 
the  Methodist  movement. 

The  conference’s  996  elected 
delegates  will  meet  at  the  Colorado 
Convention  Center  in  downtown 
Denver  April  16-26.  The  church’s 
68  regional  conferences  elected 
delegates  last  spring  and  summer. 

In  preparation  for  the  church’s 
every-four-year  official  conclave, 
Roger  Kruse,  business  manager  of 
the  two- week  event,  is  planning  for: 


✓  1,940  hotel  rooms  in  six 
downtown  hotels  ranging  in  price 
from  $68  to  $99  per  night  for  sin¬ 
gle  or  double  occupancy. 

✓  5,000  visitors, 

✓  500  volunteers, 

✓  54,000  miles  from  the  new 
Denver  International  Airport  to 
downtown  provided  by  special 
General  Conference  vans  leaving 
the  airport  every  20  minutes  for 
$10  per  round  trip, 

✓  15,000  gallons  of  coffee. 


✓  250,000  cookies, 

✓  1 32  delegates  from  beyond 
the  United  States  and 

2  observers  from  Russia. 

It  has  been  estimated  that  dele¬ 
gates  and  visitors  will  spend  $2.25 
million  on  lodging  and  $1.5  mil¬ 
lion  on  food  and  beverages.  Each 
delegate  will  receive  $88  per  day 
for  food  and  lodging. 

According  to  Mr.  Kruse,  the 
three-blocks-long  Colorado  Con¬ 
vention  Center  will  have  996  seats 


for  delegates  and  another  3,500 
seats  for  visitors. 

New  this  year  will  be  a  com¬ 
puter  information  center  for  dele¬ 
gates.  It  will  amend  the  church’s 
Book  of  Discipline  as  legislation 
is  approved  on  the  floor. 

Other  services  and  highlights 
of  General  Conference  include: 

✓  A 1 0-year  celebration  of  the 
Disciples  Bible  Study  and 

✓  A  General  Conference 
home-page  on  the  international 
World  Wide  Web  computer  infor¬ 
mation  network. 

Odell  Thompson,  General 
Conference  petitions  secretary, 
said  she  has  received  and 
processed  more  than  1,250  peti¬ 
tions  (specific  written  requests  for 
changes  in  United  Methodist  pol¬ 
icy  or  positions). 


UMC's  future 
structure 
still  uncertain 

By  DANIEL  R.  GANGLER 

Associate  Editor 

DENVER — Flexibility  in  local 
churches  and  streamlining 
denominationwide  agencies  will 
be  considered  by  the  United 
Methodist  General  Conference 
April  16-26,  1996.  in  Denver. 

Both  issues  surfaced  during  a 
task  force  report  given  by  chair¬ 
woman  Bette  Trumble  from 
Springfield,  Neb.,  to  the  Pre-Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  news  briefing 
Nov.  9- 1 1  in  Denver. 

C.  David  Lundquist,  general 
secretary  of  the  General  Council 
on  Ministries,  the  church's  pro¬ 
gram  coordinating  agency,  said 
that  the  council's  proposals  would 
“authorize  considerable  flexibili¬ 
ty  in  congregational,  district  and 
annual  (regional)  conference 
organization." 

Specific  legislation  hasn't  been 
written  to  accomplish  this  goal, 
Mr.  Lundquist  added. 

The  task  force  also  has  recom¬ 
mended  that  the  number  of 
employees  working  in  general 
agencies  of  the  church  be  reduced 
by  one-third.  This  would  reduce 
the  960  general  church  employees 
to  550-600. 

Even  though  Ms.  Trumble 
talked  about  moving  the  church 
towards  regional  conferences  and 
a  global  conference.  Mr.  Lundquist 
said  no  legislation  would  be  com¬ 
ing  to  the  church's  quadrennial, 
meeting  to  put  such  a  structure  in 
place. 

He  stated  that  the  Council  of 
Bishops  is  working  on  an  organi¬ 
zational  structure  for  a  global 
church.  [Additional  coverage  of 
this  topic  will  appear  in  a  subse¬ 
quent  issue  of  the  Reporter J. 

In  other  matters,  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries  is  seeking 
approval  of  a  $1.8  million  "Plan 
for  Strengthening  the  Black 
Church"  This  would  establish 
congregational  ministry  teams 
resourced  by  regional  local 
church-based  centers  to  teach 
leadership  techniques. 


Bishops  preside  at  UMR  Center  consecration 


DALLAS-The  skylighted,  two-story-tall  press 
room  of  UMR  Communications  became  a 
worship  space  Nov.  16  as  nearly  300  digni¬ 
taries,  employees  and  guests  joined  in  a  ser¬ 
vice  of  consecration  for  the  new  75,000- 
square-foot  UMR  Communications  Center. 

Above,  worship  leaders  included  (from  left) 
the  Rev.  Ronald  P.  Patterson,  UMR  Publisher; 
the  Rev.  Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  Jr.,  father  of 
the  late  UMR  editor  Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam 
III;  the  Rev.  Richard  P.  Stark,  Associate  Pub¬ 
lisher;  Robert  Bruce  of  Dallas,  chair  of  the 
UMR  Foundation;  Bishop  Joe  Wilson  of  Fort 
Worth,  Texas;  Bishop  Alfred  L.  Norris  of  Albu¬ 
querque,  N.M.;  and  retired  Bishop  Ben 
Oliphint  of  Houston. 

At  left,  board  members  Mary  Brooke  Casad 
of  Carrollton,  Texas,  and  the  Rev.  Judith 
Kelsey-Powell  of  Chicago  cross  the  center's 
soaring  central  gallery  on  a  tour  of  the  new 
facility.  The  $3.3-million  center,  located  on  a 
6.5-acre  parcel,  was  funded  by  donations 
without  raising  publishing  rates  to  customers. 

UMR  STAFF  PHOTOS  BY  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
AND  DANIEL  R.  GANGLER 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

DALLAS — The  new  UMR 
Communications  Center  was  con¬ 
secrated  to  the  glory  of  God  Nov. 
16  in  a  service  of  music  and  praise 
led  by  three  United  Methodist 
bishops  and  other  dignitaries. 

In  the  skylighted,  two-story 
press  room,  the  usual  roar  of  the 
massive  printing  press  was  stilled. 

Instead,  the  Chapel  Brass 
ensemble  from  Arlington,  Texas, 
accompanied  the  hymns  “We’ve 
a  Story  to  Tell  to  the  Nations,”  “O 
Zion,  Haste  the  Day  of  Thy 
Appearing"  whose  chorus  carries 
the  exhortation  “Publish  glad  tid¬ 
ings,  tidings  of  peace,”  and  the 
contemporary  hymn  “What  Gift 
Can  We  Bring?”  by  Dallas  hym- 
nist  Jane  Marshall. 

Bishops  represented 

Bishop  Joe  A.  Wilson  (Fort 
Worth  Area),  Bishop  Alfred  L. 
Norris  (Northwest  Texas-New 
Mexico  Area)  and  retired  Bishop 
Ben  Oliphint  of  Houston  led  the 
proceedings.  They  represented 
the  church’s  seven  regional  annu¬ 
al  conferences  of  Texas  and  New 
Mexico  which  own  UMR. 

Also  participating  in  the  con¬ 
secration  were  members  of  the 
UMR  board  of  directors  and  of  the 
UMR  Foundation,  donors  to  the 
$3.3  million  building  project. 
United  Methodist  Publishing 
House  executives,  UMR  employ¬ 
ees  and  members  of  the  family  of 
the  late  Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III. 

The  new  center  was  first  envi¬ 
sioned  a  decade  ago  by  Dr.  Dun¬ 
nam,  the  newspaper’s  editor  and 
general  manager  until  his  death 
four  years  ago  this  month  at  age  48. 

Publishing  executives 

Among  those  leading  the  con¬ 
secration  service  were  chief  exec¬ 
utives  of  the  denomination’s  two 
largest  publishing  enterprises:  the 
Rev.  Ronald  P.  Patterson  of  UMR, 
the  nation's  largest  publisher  of 
Protestant  newspapers,  and 
Robert  K.  Feaster  of  the  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House  in 


Nashville. 

Dr.  Feaster  and  Gary  L.  Vin¬ 
cent,  Publishing  House  senior 
vice  president,  helped  consecrate 
the  Cokesbury  Book  Store  locat¬ 
ed  in  the  new  UMR  Communica¬ 
tions  building. 

Other  worship  leaders  includ¬ 
ed  the  Rev.  Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam 
Jr.,  father  of  the  late  editor;  the 
Rev.  Richard  P.  Stark,  UMR  asso¬ 
ciate  publisher;  Robert  M.  Bruce 
and  Eunice  Jenkins  Beene  of  the 
UMR  Foundation  board  of 
trustees;  the  Rev.  Sam  Albright, 
Cokesbury  manager;  Mary 
Brooke  Casad  and  the  Rev.  C. 
Wayne  Fesmire  of  the  UMR  board 
of  directors  and  the  Rev.  Lycur- 
gus  M.  Starkey  Jr.  and  Wayne  C. 
Sellers,  both  past  chairmen  of  the 
UMR  Governing  Board. 

The  newly  constructed  75,000- 
square-foot  white  building, 
capped  by  a  triangular  metallic 
blue  roof,  houses  the  149-year-old 
United  Methodist  Reporter  and  its 
350  related  regional  and  congre¬ 
gational  editions.  These  include 
the  biweekly  United  Methodist 
Review  and  monthly  United 
Methodist  Record  newspapers 
and  the  weekly  nondenomination- 

DALLAS— Rolls  of 
newsprint  tower 
behind  Sharon 
Foley  (right),  UMR's 
vice  president  of 
production  and  dis¬ 
tribution,  as  she 
guides  UMR  direc¬ 
tors  Young  Ok  Park 
and  Louise  Shock 
on  a  tour  of  the  new 
communications 
center.  In  addition 
to  publishing  three 
United  Methodist 
newspapers,  UMR 
also  publishes 
national  newspa¬ 
pers  for  three  other 
mainline  Protestant 
denominations. 


al  National  Christian  Reporter. 

In  addition  to  the  United 
Methodist  newspapers,  UMR  also 
prints  and  mails  national  or 
regional  denominational  newspa¬ 
pers  for  The  Presbyterian  Church 
USA,  the  Episcopal  Church,  the 
United  Church  of  Christ  and  the 
Christian  Church  (Disciples  of 
Christ)  plus  regional  and  local 
editions  for  Baptist.  Assemblies 
of  God  and  Lutheran  congrega¬ 
tions. 

Ecumenical  guests 

The  Rev.  Evan  Golder,  editor 
of  the  United  Church  News ,  and 
Carolyn  Frasier,  editor  of  the 
Synod  of  the  Sun  regional  edition 
of  the  Presbyterian  News ,  repre¬ 
sented  the  ecumenical  communi¬ 
ty  in  the  consecration  service. 

UMR  also  provides  local  con¬ 
gregations  and  regional  church 
offices  with  customized  commu¬ 
nications  including  journals,  cal¬ 
endars,  promotional  pieces  and 
videos. 

Following  the  consecration 
service,  a  reception  was  held  in 
the  airy,  three-story  gallery  which 
connects  the  center’s  administra¬ 
tive  and  production  wings. 
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Faith  at  work 


The  L’nited  Methodist 

REPORTER 


Faith 

Connections 

^From  news  and  staff  reports  J 

WORLD  AIDS  DAY: 

United  Methodists  have  been 
asked  to  observe  World  AIDS 
Day  on  Dec.  1.  Resource  materi¬ 
als  for  special  programs  and 
worship  services  are  available 
from  the  church's  General 
Boards  of  Church  and  Society 
and  Global  Ministries. 

MERCY  FLIGHTS:  An 

idea  which  surfaced  during  last 
summer's  session  of  the  United 
Methodist  Missouri  West  Annual 
Conference  has  literally  taken 
flight  with  volunteer  pilots 
transporting  needy  medical 
patients  to  hospitals.  “Wings 
over  Mid-America”  was  found¬ 
ed  by  James  H.  Stevens  of  Cen¬ 
tral  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Kansas  City. 

END  BIGOTRY:  In 

response  to  the  Million  Man 
March,  the  Methodist  Federation 
for  Social  Action’s  national 
board  has  called  the  entire 
United  Methodist  Church  to 
"atonement,  reconciliation  and 
shared  responsibility  to  end 
racial  and  religious  bigotry  both 
within  our  church  and  in  our 
whole  society.”  The  federation  is 
an  unofficial  group  within  the 
church  dating  to  1908. 

FOUNDERS'  DAY:  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist-related  Gammon 
Theological  Seminary  will  cele¬ 
brate  “Founders' Day”  Dec.  4-6. 
Presenters  include  the  Rev. 
James  King,  pastor  of  Clark 
Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Nashville;  Dr. 

Thomas  Cole,  president  of 
Clark  Atlanta  University,  and  the 
Rev.  Emmanuel  Cleaver,  pastor 
of  St.  James-Paseo  United 
Methodist  Church  and  mayor  of 
Kansas  City.  Mo. 

CALL  TO  PRAYER:  The 

United  Methodist  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  Women’s 
Division  recently  awarded 
$153,800  in  international  Cali 
to  Prayer  and  Self-Denial 
Grants  from  the  1994  “Building 
Mission  for  the  21st  Century" 
offering.  In  addition,  the  parent 
body  of  United  Methodist 
Women  awarded  a  grant  of 
$9,200  to  a  Sierra  Leone  school 
from  the  1992  “Strengthening 
Ministry  in  Mission  Schools  and 
Colleges”  offering. 


Bishop: 

By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

Millions  of  children  worldwide 
are  suffering  hunger,  abuse,  igno¬ 
rance  and  spiritual  deprivation  as 
a  result  of  poverty  and  related 
causes,  says  United  Methodist 
Bishop  Kenneth  L  Carder. 

In  an  impassioned  speech  to 

A  few  facts 
about  children 
and  poverty 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA, 
N.C. — This  is  the  awful  truth 
about  the  world’s  children, 
according  to  United  Methodist 
Bishop  Kenneth  Carder  (see 
related  story  above): 

*  Some  10  million  children 
die  each  year  as  a  result  of 
poverty  and  violence. 

*  More  children  than  sol¬ 
diers  are  killed  in  war. 

*  During  the  last  decade, 
wars  slaughtered  2  million 
and  disabled  between  4  and 
5  million  children. 

*  12  million  children  world¬ 
wide  are  homeless. 

*  80  million  children  between 
ages  1 0  and  1 4  work  for  low 
wages  in  often  dangerous 
conditions  to  supply  inexpen¬ 
sive  products  to  citizens  of 
more  affluent  nations. 

*  I  million  Asian  children 
labor  in  cramped  quarters, 
making  carpets  for  sale  in 
the  West. 

*  In  Uganda,some  600,000 
to  1.2  million  children  are 
orphaned  by  war  and  AIDS  . 

*  In  the  United  States,  1 5.7 
million  children  live  in 
poverty;  9  million  lack  basic 
health  care. 

*  50,000  American  children 
died  from  gunfire  between 
1967  and  1991. 

*  A  child  is  killed  by  gunfire 
every  two  hours  in  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States. 

♦An  American  child  is 
reported  abused  or  neglect¬ 
ed  every  I  I  seconds. 

Bishop  Carder  included 
these  statistics  in  the  report  on 
Children  and  Poverty  to  the 
United  Methodist  Council  of 
Bishops  at  their  recent  meet¬ 
ing  at  Lake  Junaluska. 

-DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 


Don’t  Miss  the  41st  Annual 

Congress  on  Evangcliim 

Affiliate  of  the  General  Board  of  Discipleship 

January  2-5, 1996 
in  Nashville  (Music  City),  TN 

For  information  call:  404-971-3643 
Or  write:  2325  Roswell  Road  NE  •  Marietta,  GA  30062 


A  National 

GATHERING  FOR  THOSE 
WORKING  ON  THE 
Communities  of  Shalom 

STRATEGY  OR  THOSE  INTERESTED  IN 

exploring  Shalom  develop¬ 
ment  IN  THEIR  CHURCH  AND 
COMMUNITY  OR  ANNUAL 
CONFERENCE 


Jan.  26-28,1996 
Charleston,  SC 

The  Summit  offers  an  opportunity  to  share  with  other 
Shalom  participants,  introduce  future  sites  to  the  movement, 
sharpen  skills  for  local  Shalom  strategies, 
and  develop  local  Shalom  strategies. 


For  more  Information  and  Registration  call; 

John  Schol  (212)  870-3826 

sponsored  by  the  National  Shalom  Committee  and  The  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 


NOVEMBER  24, 199$ 


Church  can  relieve  poverty 


PHOTO  BY  SKIOLD 

For  the  first  time  in  history,  it  is  possible  to  create  a  world  in 
which  all  children,  including  these  on  an  urban  playground, 
have  access  to  the  basic  opportunities  of  life,  says  United 
Methodist  Bishop  Kenneth  L.  Carder  (see  related  stories  at 
left  and  below). 


the  United  Methodist  Council  of 
Bishops  at  their  recent  meeting  at 
Lake  Junaluska,  Bishop  Carder 
lamented  the  suffering  and  deaths 
of  these  children  and  challenged 
the  bishops  and  the  church  to  do 
something  about  it. 

Bishop  Carder  was  speaking 
for  an  episcopal  task  force  that 
included  Bishops  Sharon  Rader, 
Felton  May,  Jack  Meadors,  Fritz 
Mutti,  Alfred  Norris  and  Carder. 
Bishop  Rader  chaired  the  task 
force. 

Pointing  out  the  growing 
inequity  in  the  distribution  of  the 
world's  wealth.  Bishop  Carder 
said  that  20  percent  of  the  world's 
people  “now  share  less  than  1.5 
percent  of  world  income.” 

Children  are  most  vulnerable  to 
this  economic  disparity,  he  said. 
Poverty  breeds  disease,  injury, 
illiteracy,  neglect,  malnutrition 
and  abuse,  the  bishop  continued. 

U.S.  kids  suffer  too 

U.S.  children  are  not  immune 
from  these  dangers,  he  said. 

“The  gap  between  rich  and 
poor  in  the  United  States  is  wider 
than  any  time  since  World  War  II. 

"The  U.S.  is  twice  as  affluent 
as  it  was  in  1964  when  child 
poverty  was  actually  declining. 

“Between  1979  and  1989,  child 
poverty  increased  by  21  percent 
while  the  Gross  National  Product 
grew  by  more  than  one  fourth." 

Spiritual  poverty  is  another 
problem.  Bishop  Carder  said, 
although  it  is  more  difficult  to 
measure. 

“All  children  have  a  basic  need 
and  right  to  know  that  they  are 
loved  infinitely  by  God  and  that 
God  seeks  for  them  a  life  of  joy, 
hope  and  meaning,”  he  said. 

Quoting  New  Testament  refer¬ 
ences,  the  bishop  depicted  Jesus 
as  born  of  an  unwed  mother, 
homeless  in  Bethlehem,  an  alien 
and  a  refugee  in  Egypt  who  later 
associated  with  “outcasts  and  sin¬ 
ners.”  the  marginalized  of  society. 

“He  was  executed  between  two 
criminals  and  buried  in  a  bor¬ 
rowed  tomb,"  the  bishop  said. 

Bishop  Carder  reminded  his 
listeners  of  John  Wesley's  work 


with  the  poor  and  of  how  Wesley 
was  especially  concerned  that 
impoverished  children  "not  only 
learn  to  read,  write  and  cast 
accounts"  but  more  especially  to 
"know  God  and  Jesus  Christ 
whom  he  hath  sent.” 

"Gradually,"  the  bishop  said,  by 
the  middle  of  the  19th  century,  “the 
[Methodist]  church  distanced  itself 
from  the  poor,  who  became  objects 
of  mission  rather  than  constitutive 
to  the  life  of  the  church.  That  trend 
has  continued  to  this  day,  and  the 
poor  are  seldom  present  in  our 
worship  and  fellowship." 

Opportunity  for  ministry 

Bishop  Carder  said  the  task 
force  sees  the  crisis  among  the 
world's  children  as  a  challenge 
and  an  opportunity  for  the  church. 

“Many  agencies,  governments 
and  individuals  are  paralyzed  by 
fear  and  despair  in  the  face  of  the 
overwhelming  needs,”  he  said. 
"Yet  signs  of  hope  abound  for 
'those  who  have  eyes  to  see  and 
ears  to  hear.’ 

“For  the  first  time  in  history  it 
is  actually  possible  to  create  a 
world  in  which  all  children  share 
in  at  least  the  basic  opportunities 
for  life.” 

The  technical  resources  are 
available,  he  said. 

"What  is  lacking  are  the  vision 
and  the  moral  will.  And  those  are 
the  responsibilities  of  the  church.” 

Urgently  prodding  the  church  to 
act  in  world  political  arenas  on 
behalf  of  children  and  the  pover¬ 
ty-stricken,  Bishop  Carder  said, 
“The  time  is  now  for  the  church  to 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

The  Council  of  Bishops,  in 
response  to  a  task  force  of  bish¬ 
ops  who  proposed  an  episcopal 
initiative  on  children  and  poverty 
(see  related  story  above),  took 
preliminary  steps  to  launch  the 
initiative. 

A  task  force  of  seven  bishops 
Will  be  named  soon  to  guide  and 
coordinate  the  initiative.  It  is  to  be 
approved  at  the  council’s  spring 


become  the  voice  of  the  voiceless.” 

The  primary  goal  of  the  pro¬ 
posed  churchwide  initiative,  he 
said,  is  evangelism. 

“The  United  Methodist  Church 


meeting  in  1997  for  subsequent 
implementation  by  local  church¬ 
es  and  connectional  entities. 

A  $  1 00,000  budget  for  the  pro¬ 
ject  was  approved. 

While  the  plans  are  long-range, 
the  bishops  agreed  to  start  imme¬ 
diately  by  working  for  a  “just  and 
compassionate  public  policy." 

They  agreed  to  discuss  with 
officials  in  their  respective  states 
the  impact  recent  federal  Welfare 
and  health  care  legislation  will 


is  called  to  be  a  means  of  grace  to 
the  vulnerable.  The  church  must 
also  be  open  and  hospitable  to 
God’s  transforming  grace  through 
the  vulnerable." 


have  on  children  and  the  impov¬ 
erished. 

The  bishops  also  approved  a 
resolution  encouraging  President 
Clinton  and  the  U.S.  Congress  to 
“test  all  budget  decisions  by  the 
question,  'How  will  this  vote  or 
decision  affect  children?’  ” 

The  council  called  upon  the 
U.S.  leaders  to  adopt  a  budget  for 
the  nation  that  is  “fiscally  respon¬ 
sible  but  that  is  not  balanced  on 
the  backs  of  children." 


Bishops'  council  launches  poverty  initiative 


UMC  Upbeat 


When  the  families  of  two  Russ¬ 
ian  boys  get  introduced  to  the 
American  holiday  of  Thanksgiv¬ 
ing  this  year,  they’ll  probably 
include  the  Methodist  Readiness 
School  in  Jacksonville,  Texas,  in 
their  expressions  of  gratitude. 

The  school,  a  ministry  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Jack¬ 
sonville,  this  fall  welcomed  Andy 
Petrov  from  Primitsano,  Russia, 
and  Vladimir  Baraniuk  from 
Moscow,  both  5.  to  their  classes. 

The  fathers  of  both  boys  are 
Baptist  missionaries  enrolled  at 
the  Baptist  Missionary  Associa¬ 
tion  Seminary  in  the  East  Texas 


town,  reported  the  Cross  Connec¬ 
tion,  the  Texas  conference  edition 
of  the  Reporter. 

Andy  and  Vladimir  were  “ner¬ 
vous  about  communication” 
when  they  started,  but  no  more, 
said  Tina  Sorrell,  director  of  the 
school. 

“We  use  lots  of  sign  language, 
and  the  other  students  help,"  she 
said. 

The  Methodist  Readiness 
School,  with  about  100  students, 
is  the  largest  pre-school  in  its  area 
and  the  only  church-related  day 
care  center. 


CHURCH  ADMINISTRATOR  FOR  First  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Montgomery,  Alabama, 
3200  members.  Duties  include  office  manager, 
financial  administration,  and  property  manage- 
ment.  Please  send  resume  to:  Dr.  Karl  K.  Stegall, 
P.0.  Box  6150,  Montgomery,  AL  36106.  Salary 
commensurate  with  qualifications. 

ORGANIST/PIANIST  NEEDED  FOR  LARGE  subur¬ 
ban  congregation  with  dynamic  music  program. 
Resumes:  Bear  Creek  UMC,  16000  Rippling  Water, 
Houston,  TX  77084,  attn.:  Director  of  Music. 

FULL-TIME  ASSISTANT  DIRECTOR  OF 
Music/Organist  needed  for  3000-member  inter¬ 
denominational  (United  Methodist  sponsored)  church 
in  Pacific  Northwest.  Duties  include  keyboard  respon¬ 
sibilities  lor  both  contemporary  and  traditional  styles  of 
worship  (synthesizer/orqarv'piano).  Conducting  skills 
preferred.  Coordinator  of  children's  choir  program  and 
director  of  youth  choir.  Bachelor's  degree  in  music 
required,  master's  degree  preferred.  Salary  and  bene¬ 
fits  commensurate  with  education  and  experience. 
Send  resume  to:  Steve  Harter,  Minister  of  Music, 
Central  United  Protestant  Church,  1124  Stevens  Dr., 
Richland,  WA99352,  by  January  1, 1996.  j 

STEP  INTO  THE  LAND  OF  THE  BIBLE  unequaled 
ministry-enhancing  travel  program.  Lectures  by  qual¬ 
ified  scholars.  Top  Christian  not-for-profit  company 
takes  more  pilgrims  to  Holy  Land  than  any  other 
company  Depart  November-March  1996. 10-day  trip 
starts  at  Si 448.  Clergy  scholarships  available.  Call 
Bruce  at  1-800-929-5327. 

NEEDED:  FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  Youth 
Ministries  for  3700-member  church.  College  educa¬ 
tion  required,  as  well  as  experience  and  vision  that 
would  reflect  spiritual  and  effective  youth  leadership 
for  vibrant  mission  oriented  youth  group.  Send 
resume  to  Search  Committee,  Marvin  UMC.  300  W. 
Erwin,  Tyler,  TX  75702. 

JOURNEYS  OF  PAUL  -  LEARN  about  the  early 
church  and  the  ministry  of  Paul  when  you  travel  in  his 
footsteps  to  Greece  or  Turkey.  Depart  Summer/Fall 
1996.  10-day  tnb  starts  at  $1698.  Clergy  scholar- 
ships  available.  Call  Bruce  at  1  -800-247-001 7.  j 

5200-MEMBER  CHURCH  IN  NEED  OF  full-time 
Director  of  Youth  Ministries.  Salary  negotiable. 
Resumes  to:  First  UMC,  313  N.  Center  Street. 
Arlington,  TX  76011.  fax  (817)  459-0597  until 
11/27/95.  References  mandatory. 

FULL-TIME,  EXPERIENCED  DIRECTOR  OF  Music 
Ministry.  1500  members.  5  vocal/3  handbell  choirs 
(children-adult)  plus  preschool  music  program 
Coordinate  music,  traditional/contemporary  services. 

CALHOUN  FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  Church 
located  in  the  beautiful  northwest  section  of  Georgia 
is  seeking  a  full-time  Director  of  ProgranVEducation. 
Pnmary  responsibilities  will  be  directed  toward  cur¬ 
rent  and  future  ministries  with  children  and  older 
adults.  College  degree  and  experience  preferred,  but 
willing  to  consider  any  applicant  with  a  strong 
Christian  commitment  who  possesses  energy,  cre¬ 
ativity,  good  communication  skills  and  vision  for  the 
future.  Send  resume  to:  Calhoun  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  PO.  Box  517,  Calhoun,  GA 
30703.  For  further  information  call  (706)  629-8949. 

Salary  $32,000  -  538,000  depending  on 
training/expenence.  Resume:  Search  Committee, 
FUMC,  411  Turner  St.,  Clearwater,  FL  34616. 

MINISTER  OF  WORSHIP  POSITION,  Fairview 
United  Methodist  Church,  Maryville,  Tennessee.  We 
seek  a  person  wanting  to  be  part  of  a  ministry  team 
in  a  very  exciting  location  of  ministry.  Growing  con¬ 
gregation  worshipping  550.  The  position  includes 
worxing  with  senior  citizens.  Please  send  resumes 
by  December  31, 1995  to:  Fairview  UMC,  2505  Old 
Niles  Ferry  Road,  Maryville,  TN  37803,  j 

DIRECTOR  OF  SINGLE  ADULT  MINISTRY  large 
metropolitan  church.  Responsible  for  all  aspects  of 
programming  singles  ministry.  Experience  in  single 
adult  ministry  a  prerequisite.  Send  resume:  Karen 
Spencer,  First  United  Methodist,  1928  Ross  Ave , 
Dallas,  TX  75201. 

WALK  WITH  WESLEY  LEARN  MORE  about  your 
Methodist  heritage  when  you  travel  to  England.  Depart 
Spnng'Summer  1 996. 1 1  -day  trip  starts  at  Si  798.  Clergy 
scholarships  available.  Call  Bruce  at  1-800-247-0017. 

MUSIC  DIRECTOR  FOR  RIDGEWOOD  Park  UMC, 
Dallas,  Texas.  Will  direct  adult,  youth,  childrens  and 
handbell  choirs.  Salary  range  $22 ,000-525, 000. 
Benefits  negotiable.  Send  resume  by  December 
15th  6445  East  Lovers  Lane,  Dallas.  TX  75214.  Call 
(214)  369-9259  for  printed  information. 

GRAND  EUROPE-  EXPLORE  7  OF  Europe's  most 
acclaimed  countries.  Visit  London,  Paris,  Amsterdam, 
Cologne,  Rhine  Cruise,  Heidelburg,  Munich,  Salzburg, 
Innsbruck,  Liechtenstein.  Lucerne,  Zurich.  Depart 
Summer  1996.  14-day  trip  starts  at  $2598.  Clergy 
scholarships  available.  Call  Bruce  at  1-800-247-0017 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  AND  Children’s 
Ministries.  First  United  Methodist  Church.  Sweetwater, 
TX.  Salary  and  benefits  negotiable  depending  on  edu¬ 
cation  and  expenence.  Send  resumes  to;  Box  498, 
Sweetwater,  TX  79556.  (915)  236-6617 

ALL  NEW  15  PASSENGER  MINI  BUS-  No  CDL 
required.  Immediate  delivery.  Trinity  Transportation, 
1-800-295-0390. 

1986  SAVILLE  2  MANUAL  ELECTRONIC  organ,  25 
rank  equivalent,  AGO  specifications,  $12,000  nego¬ 
tiable.  Hear  by  11/26.  (314)  442-4884. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  Ministries  need¬ 
ed  tor  growing,  strongly  evangelical  church.  Plan, 
coorefmate,  supervise  entire  music  program-  contem- 
porary  and  traditional.  Vocal  skills  necessary. 
Salary/benefits  S25.000-S30.000  depending  on 
expenence.  Resume  and  3  references  by  December 

8  to:  St.  Stephen's  UMC.  4601  Juan  Tabo  NE. 
Albuquerque,  NM  87111.  Fax  (505)  294-6243. 

YOUTH  DIRECTORS:  Provide  entertainment  of 
choice  for  teens.  Velcro  Walls,  Bungee  Runs, 
Tumbleweed,  Gyro,  plus  hundreds  more  for  lock-ins, 
grad  nights,  etc.  References  furnished.  Parties, 
Picnics  &  Promotions  (210)  494-0090 

UM  communicators 
give,  get  awards 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

DENVER— Certificates  of 
merit  in  more  than  50  categories 
honored  the  work  of  United 
Methodist  professional  commu¬ 
nicators  Nov.  10  when  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Association  of 
Communicators  (UMAC)  gave 
out  its  1995  awards. 

Eight  “Award  of  Excellence” 
plaques  were  given  to  top  win¬ 
ners  in  the  major  categories. 

The  Leonard  M.  Perryman 
Award  of  Excellence  for  Special 
Promotion  went  to  Judy  Smith, 
Terri  Heirs,  Bret  Haines  and 
Kathy  L.  Gilbert — all  of  the 
United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry  staff — for  'This  Is  Not 
a  Pastor  John  Wesley  Would 
Recommend.” 

The  Award  of  Excellence  for 
Electronic  Media  went  to  Wil- 
ford  V.  Bane  of  United 
Methodist  Communications  in 
Nashville  for  “Why  We  Care: 
Downwind  of  Morality.” 

The  Donald  B.  Moyer  Award 
of  Excellence  for  Photography 
winner  was  Paul  Jeffrey,  a  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  missionary  in 
Guatemala,  for  his  photo  "A 
Wayuu  Indigenous  Woman”  that 
appeared  in  New  World  Outlook 
magazine. 

The  Award  of  Excellence  for 
Artwork  went  to  Dana  E.  Jones, 
editor  of  Response  magazine, 
for  “The  Lost  Coin.” 

The  Award  of  Excellence  for 
Newsletters  recipient  was  the 
Rev.  R.  Thomas  Slack  of 
Columbus,  Ohio,  for  “West 
Ohio  Annual  Conference  News 
Daily.” 

The  Robert  F.  Storey  Award 
of  Excellence  for  Newspapers 
went  to  Marilyn  J.  Kasperek  of 
Buffalo,  N.Y.,  for  the  “Western 
New  York  Communicator."  It  is 
an  edition  of  The  United 
Methodist  Review,  a  sister  pub¬ 
lication  of  The  United  Methodist 
Reporter. 

The  Award  of  Excellence  for 
magazines  or  periodicals  went 
to  General  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries  staff  members  Alma  Gra- 


PHOTO  BY  PAUL  JEFFREY, 
NEW  WORLD  OUTLOOK 

United  Methodist  mission¬ 
ary  Paul  Jeffrey's  "A  Wayuu 
Indigenous  Woman"  was 
the  photographer's  third 
top  photo  award  winner  in 
three  years. 

ham,  Christie  House,  Roger 
Sadler  and  Stephen  Sohl  for 
New  World  Outlook. 

The  Don  Dotten  Award  of 
Excellence  for  Writing  went  to 
Paul  Jeffrey  for  his  feature  story 
“Social  Cleansing  in  Colum¬ 
bia,”  appearing  in  The  Christian 
Century  magazine. 

The  UMAC  Awards  compe¬ 
tition  is  conducted  annually.  The 
certificates  and  plaques  are  pre¬ 
sented  at  the  association’s  annu¬ 
al  meeting  in  the  fall. 

The  Rev.  Daniel  R.  Gangler 
of  Dallas,  an  associate  editor  of 
The  United  Methodist  Reporter, 
is  the  communicators'  associa¬ 
tion  president. 
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Relief  workers  say  jobs  for  Rwandan 
widows  are  key  to  country's  recovery 


MENNONITE  NEWS  PHOTO  BY  JOYCE  MARTENS 


RWANDA— This  young  Rwandan  woman  can  help  sustain  her 
life  by  knitting.  The  church  is  assisting  Rwandan  widows  by 
training  them  with  life-sustaining  skills  as  described  in  the 
accompanying  story. 


By  ALEXA  SMITH 
Presbyterian  News  Service 

LOUISVILLE,  Ky.— Creating 
jobs  for  widows  in  Rwanda- 
many  of  whom  are  supporting 
several  orphans  as  well  as  their 
own  children — is  the  first  step  in 
restoring  order  to  households  and 
communities,  according  to  relief 
workers  there. 

A  year  after  Rwanda’s  violent 
upheaval,  most  nongovernmental 
agencies  and  especially  church- 
based  relief  organizations  are 
looking  for  ways  to  create 
employment. 

Agency  staff  say  this  is  done  so 
Rwanda's  many  displaced  fami¬ 
lies  can  establish  some  degree  of 
stability  in  their  lives,  putting  the 
chaos  and  trauma  of  the  past  year 
behind  them  and  forming  new 
economic  and  emotional  ties. 

"It’s  hard  to  tend  to  psycholog¬ 
ical  problems  when  you  don't 
have  food  on  the  table  or  a  roof 
over  your  head,”  said  Ann  Rail, 
just  back  from  seven  months  as  an 
Africare  volunteer  in  Kigali. 

Africare  is  a  nonprofit  organi¬ 
zation  designed  to  assist  families 
and  communities  Africa-wide. 

The  Church  World  Service  pro¬ 
gram  coordinator  in  Kigali  agrees 
that  work  is  a  way  to  meet  a  num¬ 
ber  of  needs — from  putting  food 
on  the  table  to  having  someone 
else  to  talk  with. 

“The  best  approaches  are  mov¬ 
ing  in  .  .  .  and  letting  people  get 
involved  in  doing  some  work,” 
says  Rwandan  Mary  Balikungeri. 

Providing  seed  money 

Church  World  Service  is  the 
relief  arm  of  the  National  Coun¬ 
cil  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the 
USA  and  an  important  way  for 
getting  aid  into  Rwanda. 

“In  working  together,  there  is 
time  to  talk  among  themselves.” 
she  said. 

“Sustainable  development”  is 
the  oft-repeated  term  for  what  relief 


organizations  are  trying  to  do. 

In  Rwanda’s  largely  agrarian 
economy,  that  means  providing 
seed  money  for  small-scale  live¬ 
stock  operations  and  then  selling 
animal  waste  as  fertilizer.  It  also 
means  setting  up  cooperatives  for 
widows  to  sell  handmade  items  as 
well  as  homegrown  vegetables. 

“Catholic  Relief  Services  dis¬ 
tributed  food,  cooking  pots,  blan¬ 
kets  .  .  .  and  that’s  fine,”  said 
Catholic  project  manager  Ann 
Smith  in  Kigali. 

“But  that’s  not  a  stable  future 


for  anyone.  How  long  can  [out¬ 
siders]  continue  to  bring  food  to 
a  family? 

“It’s  the  most  urgent  need:  how 
to  feed  children  in  a  household,” 
said  Ms.  Smith. 

Training  widows 

She  noted  that  her  relief  unit  is 
now  focusing  on  training  widows 
to  generate  income  to  help  sustain 
the  numbers  of  orphans  many  are 
taking  in —  children  of  their  dead 
or  refugee  brothers  and  sisters, 
their  neighbors  and  friends. 


"It's  hard  to  tend  to 
psychological  problems 
when  you  don't  have 
food  on  the  table  or  a 
roof  over  your  head." 

—Ann  Rail 


“Local  associations  are  trying 
to  have  investment  at  the  local 
level  .  .  .  selling  tomatoes  at  the 
market,  setting  up  hair  salons. 

“I  don’t  know  what  the  solution 
is,”  said  Ms.  Smith. 

“It’s  a  huge  concern.  Are  these 
families  going  to  be  in  need  of 
assistance  forever,  or  is  it  possi¬ 
ble  to  find  sustainable  solutions?” 

Ms.  Balikungeri  says  many 
families  who  take  in  children  are 
already  poor  themselves. 

Church  World  Service  is  run¬ 
ning  seminars  for  foster  families 
to  help  family  members  under¬ 
stand  the  complexity  of  the  tran¬ 
sition  to  new  family  groups  and 
what  kind  of  responsibility  it 
takes.  The  reason  for  taking  in 
children  is  simple,  she  said — 
moral  obligation. 

But  a  deep  fear  among  relief 
workers,  according  to  Ms. 
Balikungeri,  is  that  some  families 
intend  to  exploit  foster  children  as 
a  way  of  getting  extra  money, 
drawing  income  subsidies 
promised  by  the  government  and 
qualifying  for  additional  food  and 
clothing  from  nongovernmental 
agencies. 

“In  a  lot  of  the  family  situations 
children  are  not  getting  the  atten¬ 
tion  they  need,”  said  Ms.  Smith, 
“Children  need  someone  to  play 
with,  to  talk  with.  ...  It  helps  in 
some  way.” 

But,  she  acknowledged,  many 
grownups  are  too  traumatized 
themselves  to  provide  reliable 
emotional  care  for  children. 

Ms.  Rail  believes  reestablish¬ 
ing  structure  in  the  society  is  the 
way  to  proceed  right  now. 


Born  in  an  extraordinary  way 


Powder 

Rated  PG-13  for  intense,  sometimes 
frightening  elements,  for  language 

By  RON  SALFEN 

Powder  is  a  little  bit  Forrest 
Gump  and  a  little  like  E.T.  and  a 
little  reminiscent  of  Star  Wars 
and  a  lot  like  a  Christ  figure. 

“Powder”  is  the  name  for  a 
boy  who  was  bom  in  an  extraor¬ 
dinary  way,  unlike  any  other  (in 
this  case  his  mother  is  hit  by 
lightning  just  before  giving  birth, 
killing  her  but  infusing  him  with 
an  extra  electrical  charge).  His 
father  claims  the  child  is  not  his 
and  disappears. 

The  boy  grows  up  in  seclu¬ 
sion,  realizing  that  he  has  extra¬ 
ordinary  powers,  but  is  “discov¬ 
ered”  once  he  is  grown.  He  looks 
different  from  other  people.  His 
appearance  was  marred  beyond 
human  semblance.  He  is  left  sad, 
a  man  of  sorrows,  acquainted 
with  grief  (Isaiah  53). 

He  says  he  knows  people’s 
hearts  and  knows  that  people  feel 
isolated,  lonely  and  disconnect¬ 
ed,  like  sheep  without  a  shep¬ 
herd.  Though  it  seems  he  would 
be  interested  in  developing  a 
relationship  with  a  particular 
woman,  that  is  not  to  be  his  lot. 
Instead,  he  is  brought  before  the 
authorities  to  be  examined, 
probed,  asked  questions  and 
ridiculed. 

He  is  feared  by  the  magis¬ 
trates.  Without  a  home,  he  wan¬ 
ders  from  place  to  place  seeking 
refuge  and  quiet,  but  he  never 
finds  it  for  long. 

He  is  able  to  do  things  which 


amaze  and  mystify  people — in 
this  case,  things  with  electricity 
and  magnetism — but  no  one  is 
able  to  get  a  handle  on  what, 
exactly,  is  the  extent  of  his  pow¬ 
ers  and  precisely  where  he 
learned  them. 

He  encourages  the  estranged 
to  reconcile.  He  seeks  to  heal 
rather  than  to  hurt.  He  makes 
people  understand  things  and 
perceive  things  that  they  previ¬ 
ously  could  not.  His  few  devo¬ 
tees  are  fumbling  and  reluctant, 
slow  to  understand,  unwilling  to 
commit  themselves  totally  to  him 
and  disagree  among  themselves 
what  to  do  and  at  the  end  are  will¬ 
ing  to  give  him  up. 

His  demise  is  inevitable,  since 
he  will  not  engage  in  deceit  and 
pretension.  He  already  knows 
that  people  cannot  tolerate  the 
truth.  They  are  afraid  of  him 
because  he  is  so  genuine.  They 
want  to  destroy  him  because  his 
very  purity  brings  into  sharp 
focus  all  of  their  hypocrisy.  So 
willingly  he  allows  himself  to  be 
given  up,  except  that  it  is  not  a 
death  but  a  transformation  to 
another  realm. 

Any  of  this  sound  familiar? 

There  are  some  differences,  of 
course.  Powder  is  an  albino 
teenager.  And  is  not  out  to  “save” 
people  so  much  as  he  just  wants 
to  go  home.  When  that  is  denied 


HOLLYWOOD  PICTURES  CO.  PHOTO  BY  DEAN  WILLIAMS 

Sheltered  since  birth  in  his  grandparents'  farmhouse,  an 
astonishing  young  man,  known  as  Powder,  (Sean  Patrick 
Flannery)  because  of  his  ghostly  complexion,  faces  rejec¬ 
tion  from  a  narrow-minded  town  in  the  Hollywood  Pictures 
movie  Powder,  commented  on  by  Ron  Salfen. 


him,  he  just  finally  disappears  in 
a  glorious  burst  of  light  and  ener¬ 
gy,  sort  of  a  death,  resurrection 
and  ascension  all  wrapped  up  in 
one  scene. 

He  is  a  tragic  and  heroic  fig¬ 
ure  at  the  same  time,  but  the  real 
point  of  Powder  is  at  the  end, 
when  the  local  yokels  from  a 
small  town  in  Texas  quote  Ein¬ 


stein  to  each  other.  “Appallingly, 
our  technology  has  outpaced  our 
humanity.” 

They  then  state  the  obvious- 
perhaps  real  progress  would  be 
the  other  way  around. 

Mr.  Salfen  is  pastor  of  the 
Neshaminy-Warwiek  Presbyterian 
Church  in  suburban  Philadelphia. 


Science,  religion  still  at  odds  70  years  after  Scopes 


By  LEE  HOLLAWAY 

Baptist  Press 

NASHVILLE— A  noted  cre¬ 
ationist  opposed  the  teaching  of 
creationism  in  public  schools, 
while  a  biologist-evolutionist 
favored  it  in  a  recent  symposium 
marking  the  70th  anniversary  of 
the  Scopes  trial. 

Kurt  Wise,  a  self-described 
“young-age  creationist”  who 
teaches  science  at  William  Jen¬ 
nings  Bryan  College  in  Dayton, 
Tenn.,  expressed  reservations 


about  offering  such  instruction  in 
public  schools,  saying  curriculum 
materials  currently  available  are 
not  of  sufficient  quality. 

He  also  said  it  would  be  inap¬ 
propriate  for  creationism  to  be 
taught  by  teachers  who,  in  most 
cases,  are  evolutionists. 

William  Provine  supported  the 
teaching  of  creationism  for  two  rea¬ 
sons:  “The  majority  of  students  are 
some  kind  of  creationist,  and  they 
are  now  disenfranchised  by  having 
it  excluded  from  the  curriculum.” 


And,  he  said,  “the  evolution 
position  is  weakened  by  not  hav¬ 
ing  opposing  views  presented." 
Dr.  Provine  is  a  professor  of  bio¬ 
logical  sciences  at  Cornell  Uni¬ 
versity  in  Ithaca,  N.Y.  Drs.  Wise 
and  Provine  were  among  partici¬ 
pants  in  the  Nov.  1-3  “Religion 
and  Public  Life:  Seventy  Years 
after  the  Scopes  Trial”  at  Vander¬ 
bilt  University  in  Nashville. 

Setting  the  tone  for  the  discus¬ 
sion  which  followed,  Madeleine 
Goodman,  dean  of  Vanderbilt’s 


college  of  arts  and  sciences,  wel¬ 
comed  the  symposium  as  an 
opportunity  to  “revisit  the  broad¬ 
er  issues  of  science  and  religion” 
raised  by  the  Scopes  trial. 

In  1925,  high  school  teacher 
John  Scopes  was  tried  and  con¬ 
victed  of  violating  a  state  law 
against  teaching  evolution  in  pub¬ 
lic  schools. 

While  supporting  the  Darwin¬ 
ian  worldview.  Dr.  Goodman 
acknowledged  that  embracing  this 
theory  still  requires  a  leap  of  faith. 


New  battle  looms  over 
site  near  Bethlehem 


By  MARTIN  BAILEY 

Ecumenical  Mews  International 

BETHLEHEM,  West  Bank— 
The  mountain  site  of  an  ancient 
monastery  famous  since  the  Cru¬ 
sades  and  situated  two  kilometers 
from  Bethlehem  is  once  again  a 
battlefield,  this  time  over  plans 
for  an  Israeli  building  develop¬ 
ment  on  the  site. 

Watch  towers  dating  from  the 
Crusades  are  still  visible  in  the 
area — Abu  Ghunnaim,  situated  in 
part  of  the  territories  occupied  by 
Israel  since  the  1967  Six-Day 
War — where  plans  by  Israel’s 
housing  ministry  for  6,500  new 
apartments  for  Israelis  are  being 
challenged  by  Christian  residents 
and  Jewish  peace  activists. 

When  the  new  Israeli  settle¬ 
ment  was  first  proposed  three 
years  ago,  an  international  outcry 
and  a  sharp  rebuke  from  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States  forced  the  government 
to  put  the  project  on  hold. 

The  U.S.  opposes  development 
of  large  apartment  blocks  on  land 
added  to  Jerusalem  in  1967. 

Abu  Ghunnaim  is  just  five 
miles  from  the  center  of 
Jerusalem. 

The  Israeli  public  was  given  60 
days  to  submit  objections  to  the 
project  after  which  an  Interior 
Ministry  committee  could  give 
the  proposed  settlement  a  green 
light. 

The  government’s  housing 
minister,  Binyanmin  Ben-Eliez- 
er,  expects  2,300  units  will  go  on 
sale  at  the  beginning  of  1996. 


"We  may  have  no 
other  choice  than  to 
mount  a  resistance 
movement." 

— Ghassan  Andoni 


The  mountain,  known  to  Arabs 
as  Jebel  Abu  Ghunnaim  and  to 
Jews  as  Har  Homa,  overlooks  the 
fields  of  Boaz  to  the  West  and  the 
fields  of  the  Shepherds — made 
famous  in  Luke's  gospel — to  the 
South.  Many  Christians  regard 
the  prominent  hill  both  as  a  sacred 
biblical  site  and  as  part  of  their 
church’s  early  history. 

The  area  adjacent  to  Abu 
Ghunnaim  is  home  to  the  largest 
concentration  of  Christian  Pales¬ 
tinians  in  the  Occupied  Territo¬ 
ries.  In  the  late  1980s  Beit  Sahour. 
which  lies  between  Bethlehem 
and  Abu  Ghunnaim.  was  the  cen¬ 
ter  of  a  tax  boycott  in  protest 
against  Israeli  occupation. 

Ghassan  Andoni,  director  of 
the  Rapprochement  Center  in  Beit 
Sahour,  is  leading  the  fight  to 
block  construction  on  the  green 
hillside.  “There  will  be  popular 
demonstrations  if  the  Interior 
Ministry  permits  construction,” 
he  told  Ecumenical  News  Inter¬ 
national. 

“We  may  have  no  other  choice 
than  to  mount  a  resistance  move¬ 
ment."  The  center  he  directs  is  a 
meeting  place  for  Christians, 
Jews  and  Muslims. 


Author's  work  shows 
struggle  with  faith 


By  LYCURGUS  M.  STARKEY 

Although  Baroness  James  is 
the  author  of  13  detective  novels, 
her  fiction  has  shown  a  consistent 
struggle  with  faith  and  religious 
themes.  This  God-problem  is  no 
more  evident  than  in  her  latest 
best-seller,  Original  Sin. 

The  title  itself  has  theological 
import.  This  well  crafted  detec¬ 
tive  Adam  Dalgliesh  thriller  cer¬ 
tainly  argues  for  the  Christian 
doctrine  of  original  sin,  that  innate 
warp  in  human  nature  toward  self 
and  away  from  God  and  neighbor. 
All  the  manifestations  of  “origi¬ 
nal  sin”  are  here:  murder,  theft, 
fornication,  greed,  jealousy,  the 
lusts  of  the  mind  and  body  for 
power  and  supremacy  over  God 
and  God’s  creation. 

The  agnostics  in  the  novel 
swarm  around  in  their  dreary 
attempts  to  justify  their  miserable 
behavior  in  their  empty  world 
view  of  no-God.  With  no-God,  no 
ultimate  accountability,  no  confi¬ 
dence  in  a  moral  order  beyond 
themselves,  they  struggle  to  prove 
themselves  loyal  to  a  flawed  com¬ 
pany  or  the  less  than  perfect  laws 
of  the  state. 

A  Jewish  detective  who  can  no 
longer  believe  in  “the  God  of 
Abraham’s  praise”  is  put  off  by 
his  paternal  family’s  social  climb¬ 
ing  synagogue  appearances.  Yet 
his  Jewishness  still  binds  him  to 
a  mass  murderer  seeking  revenge 
for  Nazi  extermination  of  his  wife 
and  child  50  years  earlier.  Ethnic 
identity  is  the  only  fixed  star  left 


Review 


Original  Sin.  by  P.  D.  James , 
(New  York:  Alfred  A.  Knopf, 
1995). 


in  his  sky.  Meanwhile,  the  various 
Christian  apostates  struggle  with 
their  loss  of  faith,  conscience  and 
hope  of  immortality. 

A  Roman  Catholic  heroine, 
honest  in  her  faith  and  practice,  is 
a  maturing  person  growing 
toward  a  more  wholesome,  holy 
life — sanctification,  if  you  please. 

A  devout  Methodist  detective 
assistant  proves  to  be  tough 
against  criminals  and  tender  with 
the  victimized,  a  person  who  can 
be  relied  upon. 

A  Presbyterian  is  given  credit 
for  holding  fast  to  the  legal  system. 

Perhaps  P.  D.  James  would 
profit  from  her  English  compatri¬ 
ot,  John  Cardinal  Newman.  In  his 
book,  Lead  Kindly  Light,  Cardi¬ 
nal  Newman  argued  that  the  doc¬ 
trine  of  “original  sin”  is  the  most 
positive  estimate  of  human  nature 
possible. 

“Original  sin”  explains  our 
human  depravity  across  the  cen¬ 
turies.  But  it  also  affirms  our  pri¬ 
mary  relationship  with  God,  our 
universal  need  for  the  atonement 
of  Christ  and  our  sole  justification 
by  faith  in  Him. 

Dr.  Starkey  is  an  instructor  at 
Eden  Theological  Seminary  in  St. 
Louis,  Mo. 


He  didn't  like  dull  songs, 


so  he  wrote 

O  God,  our  help  in  ages  past, 

Our  hope  for  years  to  come, 

Our  shelter  from  the  stormy  blast, 
And  our  eternal  home! 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

A  strong  faith  in  God  perme¬ 
ates  the  lines  of  Isaac  Watts’s 
hymn  based  on  Psalm  90:1-5. 
Because  of  past  experiences 
etched  in  our  hearts,  we  have  con¬ 
fidence  in  relying  on  God’s  lead¬ 
ership  for  the  future. 

In  times  of  stress  and  crisis 
both  national  and  personal  the 
hymn  affords  us  hope  and  assur¬ 
ance  as  we  claim  its  words  to 
express  our  own  confidence. 

As  a  youth  Watts  was  disen¬ 
chanted  with  the  monotonous 
psalm  singing  at  the  Congrega¬ 
tional  church  in  Southampton, 
England,  where  his  deacon  father 
and  saintly  mother  took  him  each 
Sunday. 

His  father,  Enoch  Watts,  was 
imprisoned  twice  for  his  Puritan 
beliefs.  While  his  father  was  in 
jail,  Isaac’s  mother,  with  her  child 
in  her  arms,  often  came  near  the 
prison  gate  that  she  might  sing 
psalms  for  her  husband. 

When  Isaac  was  a  youth  he 
complained  to  his  father  about  the 
dull  congregational  singing  at 
church.  His  father  suggested  that 


a  new  hymn 

History 
of  Hymns 


he  try  his  hand  at  writing  some¬ 
thing  better.  On  the  next  Sunday 
he  submitted  his  first  hymn, 
“Behold  the  glories  of  the  Lamb.” 

Watts  believed  that  there 
would  be  greater  interest  in  new 
versions  of  the  psalms  if  they 
were  written  in  simple  language, 
well-constructed  poetry  and 
words  that  were  singable. 

In  later  years  Watts  wrote 
many  works  of  theology,  philos¬ 
ophy  and  poetry,  but  his  fame 
rests  primarily  upon  his  psalms 
and  hymns.  At  least  a  dozen  of  his 
hymns  can  be  found  in  most  hym¬ 
nals  today. 

William  Croft,  noted  1 8th  cen¬ 
tury  English  organist,  composed 
the  tune  that  we  sing  for  the  hymn. 
He  named  the  tune  “St.  Anne”  for 
St.  Anne’s  Church  in  Soho,  Lon¬ 
don,  where  he  became  organist  in 
1700. 

The  stately  cadences  of  Croft’s 
tune  greatly  enhance  Watts’s 
hymn  and  help  us  to  express  these 
stanzas  with  great  vigor. 
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1500  Country  Club  Road 
Lake  Charles,  LA  70605 
Rev.  Henry  Bowdon,  Jr.,  Executive  Director 


HOMES  IN 
RUSTON 
DEDICATED 
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The  dedication  of  five  Retired  Ministers  Homes  in  Ruston, 
Louisiana,  at  3:00  p.m.,  Sunday,  October  22,  1995  was  well 
attended. 

Miss  Ruth  Johnson,  donor  of  the  land  on  which  four  of  the 
homes  are  built,  participated  in  the  dedication,  as  well  as  Mrs. 
Altha  Crofoot,  Mrs.  Jimmie  Lou  Crotwell,  Mrs.  Marguerite 
Garrett,  Mrs.  Marjorie  Shaw,  and  Mrs.  Grace  Spinks,  all  present 
occupants  of  the  five  homes.  Rev.  Raymond  Crofoot,  Building 
Superintendent  for  the  RMHB,  Inc.  and  resident  of  a  home;  Dr. 
Dwight  Ramsey,  pastor  of  Grace  UMC,  Ruston;  Rev.  Fred 
Wideman,  pastor  of  Trinity  UMC,  Ruston;  Mr.  Lewis  Love, 
President  of  the  RMHB,  Inc.  and  Rev.  Henry  Bowdon,  Jr., 
Executive  Director  of  the  RMHB,  Inc  were  also  participants  in 
the  dedication. 


Louisiana  Conference 
Retired  Ministers  Homes  Board,  Inc. 

Elected  board  members 

Rev.  Arthur  M.  Baker 
Mr.  Earle  Cefalu,  Jr.,  Secretary 
Rev.  Raymond  Crofoot,Maintenance  Superintendent 
Mr.  George  Gladney 
Mrs.  Shirley  Hoffpauir,  Treasurer 
Mr.  Lewis  Love,  President 
Dr.  Doug  McGuire 
Dr.  Larry  Robertson 
Mr.  Eugene  Scott 
Mrs.  Marcella  Tatum 
Mrs.  Joanne  White 
Rev.  Stephen  Williamson 
Ex-officio  members 
Mr.  Welton  Brumfield,  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Pensions 
Henry  Bowdon,  Jr.,  Executive  Director 
Rev.  Robert  L.  Potter.  Cabinet  Representative 


SLIDELL  HOME 
DEDICATED 


Celebrating  the  Ruston  dedications  is  Raymond  Crofoot, 
Maintenance  Superintendent  for  RMHB.  Lewis  Love,  President  of 
RMHB,  and  Doug  McGuire,  member  of  RMHB. 

The  Mildred  Walker  Home  was  the  gift  of  Miss  Mildred 
Walker,  a  beloved  teacher  at  Louisiana  Tech.  This  home,  locat¬ 
ed  at  1119  Carey  Drive  in  Ruston,  was  remodeled  with  funds 
from  the  Retired  Ministers  Homes  Board  and  the  present  occu¬ 
pants,  Rev.  &  Mrs.  Raymond  Crofoot.  The  four  Ruth  Johnson 
Homes  located  in  the  1200th  block  of  NorMay-Ray  Drive  in 
Ruston  were  built  on  property  donated  by  Miss  Ruth  Johnson. 
Funds  for  the  construction  of  these  four  homes  came  from  the 
sale  of  property  and  buildings  on  Farmerville  Street  in  Ruston. 

Following  the  dedication  service,  those  present  were 
invited  to  an  open  house  and  reception  in  each  of  the  five 
homes. 


The  Mildred  Walker  Home,  in  Ruston, 
Louisiana,  was  one  of  four  homes  dedi¬ 
cated  on  Sunday,  October  22,  1995. 


RETIRED  MINISTERS 
HOMES  BOARD,  INC. 
Residents  List 
As  Of  October  31,  1995 

Acadiana  District 


Mrs.  Albert  Hurley  (Eleanor) 
Franklin,  LA 
Unit  102 

Mrs.  Janelle  McCammon 
Lafayette,  LA 
Unit  103 

Miss  Judy  Parris* 

Lafayette,  LA 
UniLlM 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Hugh  L.  Baker,  Jr. 
New  Iberia,  LA  (Kathy) 
Alexandria  District 

Unit  201 

Rev.  Howard  Childs 
Alexandria,  LA 
Unit  203 

Mr.  /Mrs.  Scott  Strange  (Tracy)* 
Natchitoches,  LA 
Unit  204 

Mrs.  Elaine  Strozier 
Pineville,  LA 
Baton  Rouge  District 

Unit  301 

Mrs.  John  Oldham  (Dixie) 

Baton  Rouge,  LA 
Unit  302 

Mrs.  Muriel  Daigle 
Baton  Rouge,  LA 
Unit  303 

Miss  Ginny  Bowdon* 

Plaquemine,  LA 
Lake  Charles  District 

L'ilit  401 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  James  C.  Skinner 
Westlake,  LA  (Barbara) 
Monroe  District 

Unit  501 

Mrs.  Marcella  Tatum 
Rayville,  LA 
Unit  502 

Mrs.  Shirley  N.  Wall 
Rayville,  LA 
Unit  503 

Rev.  &  Mrs.  Isaac  A.  Patton,  Jr. 
Monroe,  LA  71201  (Velma  June) 
Unit  504 

Empty  (Due  to  Death  of 
Joe  Robinson) 

West  Monroe,  LA 
Unit  505 

Rev.  &  Mrs.  J.  P.  McKeithen 
Monroe,  LA  (Ruby) 

New  Orleans  District 


Unit  601 

Mrs.  Bernice  Taylor 
New  Orleans,  LA 
Northshore  District 

Unit  701 

Mrs.  Fredna  Akin 
Amite,  LA 
Unit  702 

Mrs.  Marjorie  Messer 
Hammond,  LA 
Unit  7Q3 

Rev.  James  W.  Ailor 
Slidell,  LA 
Unit  704 

Mrs.  M.  L.  Davis 
Ponchatoula,  LA 
Unit  705 

Rev.  &  Mrs.  John  Lee  (Jerry) 
Slidell,  LA 
Ruston  District 

Unit  801 

Mrs.  Annie  Durbin  Pullig 
Minden,  LA 
Unit  802 

Larry  G.  Vining* 

Minden,  LA 
Unit  803 

Dr./Mrs.  Doug  McGuire  (Mabel) 
Ruston,  LA 
Unit  .80  j 

Mrs.  Adona  Cain 
Ruston,  LA 
IML8115 

Rev.  William  M.  Stokes,  Jr. 
Ruston,  LA 
Unit  MI 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Ed  Parks  (Becky) 
Homer,  LA 
Unit  810 

Mrs.  Claude  Crotwell 
Ruston,  LA  (Jimmy  Lou) 
Unit  812 

Mrs.  Marjorie  Shaw 
Ruston,  LA 
Unit  815 

Mrs.  Grace  Spinks 
Ruston,  LA 
Unit  816 

Mrs.  Roy  Garrett  (Marguerite) 
Ruston,  LA. 

Unit  817 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Raymon  Crofoot 
Ruston,  LA  (Altha) 

Unit  818 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Homer  V.  Bailes 
Downsville,  LA  (Mary  Margaret) 
Shreveport  District 

Unit  901 

Rev.  /Mrs.  George  W.  Harbuck 
Mansfield,  LA  (Nancy) 


Unit  903 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  William  V.  Sirman 
Coushatta,  LA  (Carolyn 
Unit  904 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Robert  E.  Carter 
Vivian,  LA  (Winnfred) 

Unit  9.05 

Rev.  Harold  Longfellow 
Shreveport,  LA 
Unit  906 

Rev.  Fred  W.  Schwindimann 
Bossier  City,  LA 
Unit  907 

Rev.  &  Mrs.  S.  Burl  Dampier 
Bossier  City,  LA  (Mary) 

Unit  MS 

Rev.  &  Mrs.  Clyde  Averrett 
Bossier  City,  LA  (Freida) 

r  House  occupied  by  lay  persons 


The  Myrtle  Palfrey  Brumby  Home  in  Slidell,  Louisiana  was 
dedicated  Sunday,  October  8,  1995.  The  present  occupants 
are  John  and  Jerry  Lee. 

Sunday,  October  8,  1995  at  12:30  p.m.,  fifty 
people  gathered  at  1105  Maine  Street  to  dedicate  the 
Myrtle  Palfrey  Brumby  Home  in  Slidell.  This  home 
was  completed  and  occupied  by  Dr.  and  Mrs.  John 
Lee,  upon  his  retirement.  Built  by  the  contracting 
company  of  Bill  Folse,  the  home  was  made  possible 
by  a  generous  gift  of  property  by  an  anonymous 
donor;  a  $30,000.00  gift  from  the  Myrtle  Palfrey 
Brumby  fund  invested  with  the  United  Methodist 
Foundation  of  Louisiana;  a  $30,000.00  gift  from  the 
Retired  Ministers  Homes  Board,  Inc.,  and  a 
$35,000.00  gift  from  Rev.  and  Mrs.  John  Lee. 

Those  participating  in  this  dedication  were: 
Rev.  Jim  Ailor,  retired  minister  living  a  RMHB  home 
in  Slidell;  Dr.  Joe  McClain,  pastor  of  First  UMC, 
Slidell;  Dr.  and  Mrs.  John  Lee;  Bill  Folse,  the  contrac¬ 
tor;  and  Rev.  Henry  Bowdon,  Jr.,  Executive  Director 
of  the  RMHB. 

Mrs.  Lee  and  friends  from  First  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Slidell  hosted  the  open  house 
and  reception  that  followed. 


PASTORS:  IF  YOU 
HAVE  NOT  RECEIVED 
THE  SPECIAL 

OFFERING  FOR  THE 

Retired  Ministers 
Homes  would  you 

PLEASE  DO  SO  AND 
SEND  THE  MONEY  TO 
THE  CONFERENCE 

Treasurer. 

LAITY:  IF  THE 
SPECIAL  OFFERING 

for  the  Retired 
Ministers  Homes 
Board  has  not 
been  received  in 

YOUR  CHURCH 
WOULD  YOU  PLEASE 
ASK  YOUR  MINISTER 
TO  DO  SO. 


HOME  GIVEN 
IN  IOTA 

In  1990,  Mrs.  Martha 
Hayes  gave  her  home  in 
downtown  Iota  to  the 
Retired  Ministers  Homes 
Board,  Inc.  but  retained 
the  right  to  live  in  it  the 
rest  of  her  life.  She 
agreed  to  continue  to 
maintain  the  home  and 
■  carry  insurance  on  it. 

I  Recently,  Mrs.  Hayes 
died.  Her  family  was 
|  given  all  the  time  they 
need  to  remove  her 
|  belongings.  When  they 
are  finished,  the  home 
I  will  be  turned  over  to. our* 
I  Board.  Thi^.wes’  a  most 


* 


thoughtful  gift. 

Giving  her  home 
before  she  died  resulted 
in  a  fine  tax  savings  for 
her  and  took  her  home 
out  of  the  probate  proce¬ 
dures  saving  her  heirs  a 
great  deal  in  inheritance 
taxes  and  lawyer’s  fees. 

As  of  this  time,  three 
others  have  felt  a  calling 
to  make  this  kind  of  gift. 
Eventually  the  Retired 
Ministers  Homes  Board 
will  acquire  their  homes 
located  in  Shreveport, 
Ruston  and  Vivian. 

If  you  have_iuterest  in 
making..a-*,gl"ft  to  the 
Board,"  please  contact 
"Henry  Bowdon,  Jr., 
(318)474-1500. 
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VISION  2000 

“COME  TO  THE  TABLE” 


Jftere  was  once  a  young 
man  who  grew  up  attend¬ 
ing  family  gatherings.  Though 
many  things  changed  as  each 
reunion  passed ,  one  thing 
always  remained  the  same.  The 
men  ate  with  the  men.  The 
women  ate  with  the  women.  And 
the  children  ate  with  the  chil¬ 
dren.  That’s  the  way  it  always 
was  with  this  young  man ’s  fami- 

iy ■ 

But, 

in  the  family  of  God,  Christ  calls 
all  of  us  to  the  same  table  - 
young  and  old,  male  and  female. 
Servers  and  nurturers,  cele¬ 
brants  and  hosts  -  we  are  all  one 
in  the  body  of  Christ. 

So... 

COME  TO  THE 


TABLE 


shops  or  catch-up  on  areas 
they  have  missed. 

As  in  years  past  the  event 
will  be  held  in  two  separate 
locations.  On  January  6, 
1996,  the  event  will  be  held 
on  the  campus  of  Centenary 
College  in  Shreveport.  The 
second  event  will  be  held 
January  20,  1996  at  Dillard 
University  in  New  Orleans. 
Both  events  will  begin  at 
9:00  A.M.  and  end  by  4:00 
P.M.  (see  insert  for  the  event 
schedule). 


Grass  Roots 
Christian 
Unity 

The  theme  of  the  1996  Week  of 
Prayer  for  Christian  Unity  is  from 
Revelation  3:14-22,  “Listen!  I 
stand  at  the  door  and  knock.” 

The  Week  of  Prayer  for  Christian 
Unity  is  a  significant  week  in  the 
rhythm  of  the  church  year. 


Bishop  William  B.  Oden 


“Come  To  the  Table,”  the 
fourth  and  final  VISION  2000 
event,  will  take  place  in  1996. 
Celebrating,  Inviting, 
Nurturing  and  Serving  will  be 
the  four  emphases;  however, 
this  year’s  event  will  differ 
from  the  three  previous  years. 
In  past  years,  churches  were 
asked  to  attend  only  one 
emphasis  and  concentrate  on  it 
for  one  year. 

This  year,  churches  can 
“Come  to  the  Table”  and  sam¬ 
ple  all  that  is  available. 
Churches  may  send  representa¬ 
tives  to  one  or  more  workshops 
this  year.  This  will  allow 
churches  to  review  past  work- 


Each  event  will  have  a 
different  guest  speaker. 
Bishop  Richard  B.  Wilke 
from  Arkansas  will  preach  at 
the  Centenary  event.  Bishop 
Wilke  was  elected  to  the 
episcopacy  in  1984.  He 
served  in  the  pastoral  min¬ 
istry  for  thirty  years  in  Kansas. 
With  his  wife  Julia,  Bishop 
Wilke  has  coordinated  and 
designed  the  Disciple  Bible 
Study,  which  is  currently  train¬ 
ing  Christian  leaders  in  over 
-6000-congregations.  He  has 
published  several  books  includ¬ 
ing  Signs  and  Wonders  and 
And  Are  We  Yet  Alive? 

Bishop  Leontine  Kelly,  for¬ 
mer  bishop  of  the  California- 
Nevada  Area,  will  be  the  guest 
preacher  for  the  Dillard  event. 
Bishop  Kelly  was  the  first 
African  American  women 
elected  bishop  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  She  was 
elected  in  1984  and  retired  in 
1988.  She  continues  as  a 


Bishop  Leontine  Kelly 

member  of  the  global  United 
Methodist  Council  of  Bishops 
and  maintains  a  full  schedule 
of  speaking  and  teaching 
engagements  throughout  the 
United  States  and  in  other 
countries. 

Leading  both  events  in 
music  will  be  Celia  Whitler. 
She  will  sing  with  the  Voices 
of  Vision,  a  children’s  choir 
composed  of  children  from 
across  the  state.  Celia,  a 
recording  artist,  has  sung  at 
other  VISION  2000  events. 
She  is  the  daughter  of  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  William  Sirman  of 
Coushatta. 

One  of  the  highlights  of  the 
day  will  be  the  children’s  choir 
which  has  been  assembled  for 
these  events.  Children  from  all 
over  the  state  have  been 
rehearsing  for  these  special 
events.  Each  event  promises  to 
have  a  choir  of  over  150  chil¬ 
dren. 


C  Northeast  reaches  out  to  students  (^, 

^  in  need  with  co-op  day  care 
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For  almost  twenty  years,  Northeast  Campus 
Ministry  Co-op  Day  Care  Center  has  been 
reaching  out  and  touching  the  lives  of  students 
and  their  families.  The  center  opened  on 
October  31,  1977  under  the  guidance  of  Rev. 
Jim  Wilson.  Wilson,  who  was  the  campus 
minister  at  the  time,  saw  the  need  for  a  day 
care  facility.  Walking  through  the  halls  on 
campus  he  found  children  waiting  for  their 
parents  to  get  out  of  class. 

“This  day  care  is  a  justice  ministry,”  said 
Wilson.  “Ninety-five  percent  of  parents  who 
have  participated  in  the  day  care  have  been 
below  the  poverty  level.  Many  are  women 
who  find  themselves  single  mothers  without 
the  means  to  stay  in  school.” 

Wilson,  who  was  recently  appointed  to 
Cornerstone  UMC  in  New  Orleans,  proudly 
states  the  accomplishments  of  the  facility. 
“It  has  not  taken  funds  from  the  church  for 
the  last  ten  years.  It  now  receives  an  annual 
grant  from  the  United  Way.  The  center  has 
been  designated  an  Operation  Independence 
site  in  Quachita  Parish.”  (Operation 
Independence  is  dedicated  to  moving  people 
off  welfare.)  The  center  has  a  Class  A  state 
license  and  participates  in  the  school  lunch 
program. 

The  center  began  with  the  blessings  of  the 
student  body  association  and  now  has  the 
cooperation  of  the  University.  Plans  are  in 
the  making  to  build  a  new  facility  that  will 
include  day  care  for  University  Staff. 
Education  students  at  Northeast  gain  lab 
school  hours  through  working  and  observing 
at  the  center.  The  University  uses  the  center 
as  part  of  its  recruiting  campaign. 

Kim  Carlson’s  daughter,  Taylor,  attends 
the  Co-op  day  care.  She  says,  “Instead  of 
having  to  pay  $50  per  week,  I  work  at  the  co¬ 
op  and  pay  $15  per  week  and  that  makes  it 
possible  for  me  to  stay  in  school.”  Co-op 
parents  are  required  to  work  one  hour  at  the 
center  for  every  three  that  their  child  is  at  the 

CORNER 


center. 

The  effect  of  the  Day  Care  Center  has  been 
felt  in  other  areas  of  Northeast  Campus 
Ministry.  Through  the  center  the  ministry  was 
able  to  reach  an  additional  130  students  each 
year.  Two  parents  from  the  Co-op  serve  on  the 
Campus  Ministry  Board  of  Directors. 

Eighteen  years  ago,  Rev.  Jim  Wilson 
walked  the  halls  of  Northeast  Louisiana 
University.  In  those  halls  he  saw  a  need  and 
had  a  vision  that  has  developed  into  a  long- 
lasting  cooperation  between  the  University 
and  the  Campus  Ministry.  Through  the  hard 
work  of  the  participants,  lives  have  been 
changed  for  the  better.  New  graduates  and 
their  children  go  into  the  world  with  hope  for 
the  future. 


Kim  Carlson  is  a  22-year-old  junior  in  the 
Accounting  program  at  Northeast  Louisiana 
University.  Taylor,  3  attends  the  Northeast 
Campus  Ministry  Co-op  Day  Care  Center 
while  her  mother  attends  classes. 


Bishop  Richard  Wilke 


Following  the  worship  ser¬ 
vice,  the  children  will  partici¬ 
pate  in  a  fun-filled  day  of  sto¬ 
rytelling,  crafts,  experiential 
Bible  study  and  other  special 
activities  all  centered  on  the 
four  emphases  of  VISION 
3000. 

The  fee  for  each  participant 
is  $5.00.  All  participants 
should  bring  a  sack  lunch. 
Lunch,  for  the  participants, 
will  not  be  provided.  The 
lunch  period  for  each  session 
will  vary.  (Lunch  will  be  pro¬ 
vided  for  children  who  sing 
with  the  Voices  of  Vision.) 


This  year,  the  Week  of  Prayer  for  Christian  Unity  is  also  relat¬ 
ed  to  commemoration  of  the  life  of  Dr.  Martin  Luther  King,  Jr. 

It  has  been  my  experience  that  this  week  is  best  celebrated  at 
the  local  level  where  churches  that  cooperate  with  each  other  dur¬ 
ing  this  week  come  together  for  special  worship  services. 

Materials  for  the  Week  of  Prayer  for  Christian  Unity  can  be 
ordered  from  the  Graymoor  Ecumenical  and  Interreligious 
Institute,  Route  9,  P.  O.  Box  300,  Garrison,  NY  1 0524-0300. 

It  has  also  been  my  experience  that  unless  these  materials  are 
ordered  before  the  end  of  the  year,  the  week  will  slip  by  unno¬ 
ticed  or  be  observed  with  a  service  that  is  quickly  thrown  togeth- 


Let  every  United  Methodist  minister  in  every  community  take 
leadership  in  organizing  observance  of  the  Week  of  Prayer  for 
Christian  Unity.  1  can  think  of  no  time  more  needed  in  recent 
years  to  cross  boundaries  and  borders  in  order  to  pray  together. 

January  18-25,  1996  are  the  dates  of  the  1996  Week  of  Prayer 
for  Christian  Unity.  Along  with  ecumenical  worship  services, 
communities  are  asked  to  consider  shared  Bible  study,  prayer 
breakfasts,  youth  events,  men’s  and  women’s  events. 

The  1996  Week  of  Prayer  for  Christian  Unity  intersects  racial 
unity  as  an  element  of  Christian  unity.  This  is  an  important  word 
upon  which  we  all  should  meditate. 


As  we  begin  our  final  year  Editor's  Note:  During  the 
of  VISION  2000,  please  pray  month  of  December  The  LUM 

for  our  churches  as  WE  PRE-  wi"Jea'ure  ar,‘cles 

ninr  ,,  .  .r  u  .  0  highlighting  the  four  emphases 

PARE  TO  GATHER  0f  VISION  2000. 

AROUND  THE  TABLE. 


Performing  artist,  Celia  Whitler 
will  lead  the  Voices  of  Vision 
choirs  at  VISION  2000. 


VISION  2000 

GENERAL  SCHEDULE  FOR 
JANUARY  6  AND  20,  1996 

Worship  service  9:00  am 

Break  10:15  am 

Workshops  begin  10:30  am 

Lunch(sack  lunches)  12:00  noon 

(length  determined  by  groups) 

Workshops  end  4:00  pm 


A  Portion  Meant  For  Others 

Conference  Benevolences 


Editors  Note:  This  is  the  second  part 
of  our  series  on  your  apportionments. 
If  you  would  like  more  information,  a 
brochure  on  apportionments  is  avail¬ 
able  from  your  district  and  conference 
office. 

BOARD  OF 

CHURCH  EXTENSION 
The  Board  of  Church 
Extension  has  responsibility  for 
new  church  initiatives.  During 
the  1994-95  conference  year, 
four  new  churches  have  received 
salary  support  from  the  board. 
These  include:  Grace 

Community  UMC  and 
Fellowship  UMC  of  Shreveport 
District;  Hope  UMC  of  Monroe 
District;  and  our  newest  congre¬ 
gation,  Church  of  the  Servant  in 
Mandeville,  North  Shore 
District.  In  addition  to  these, 
five  relocated  and  revitalized 
churches  received  salary  aid: 
Trinity  UMC,  Bunkie, 
Alexandria  District;  Mt  Zion 
UMC,  Ruston  District; 
Northwood  UMC  and  Immanuel 
UMC,  Acadiana  District;  and 
Spanish  Ministries,  New  Orleans 
District. 

Dr.  M.  Jack  O'Dell, 
Chairperson 
BOARD  OF  CHURCH 
AND  SOCIETY 


The  monies  you  faithfully 
give  help  to  fund  the  priorities  of 
your  Conference  Board  of 
Church  and  Society.  Our  board 
meets  at  least  three  times  per 
year  to  plan  and  implement  pro¬ 
grams  dealing  with  issues  as: 
AIDS,  teenage  sexuality,  the 
stewardship  of  God’s  creation, 
drug  abuse,  crime,  gambling  and 
conflict  resolution.  A  portion  of 
your  gifts  provided  for  the  visit 
of  three  Peace  With  Justice  edu¬ 
cators  in  1 993  and  1 994 

Rev.  Dick  Humphries, 
Chairperson 

BOARD  OF  DISCIPLESHIP 

To  each  generation  of  United 
Methodists  comes  the  task  of 
spreading  “Scriptural  holiness 
throughout  the  land,”  through 
the  language  and  methods  of 
their  time.  The  Louisiana 
Conference  Board  of 
Discipleship  accepts  the  chal¬ 
lenge  of  this  age  with  joy. 

To  those  who  speak  in  the 
language  of  our  heritage,  she 
offers  advanced  Biblical  training 
through  Disciple  Bible  Study 

...  To  those  who  experience 
God  in  community,  she  offers 
retreats  for  relationship  building. 

...  To  those  who  hunger  for 


wholeness,  she  offers  Cursillo. 

In  all  of  these  areas,  she 
offers  her  heart. 

Dr.  Sarah  S.  Kreutziger, 
Chairperson 

BOARD  OF  HEALTH  AND 
WELFARE 

The  Health  and  Welfare 
Ministries  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  is  in  mission  with 
various  institutions  to  insure  the 
improvement  of  health  care 
across  the  state.  .  .  One  of  the 
most  important  ministries  is 
related  to  children  neglected, 
abused,  abandoned  .  .  . 

Additionally,  the  board  address¬ 
es  the  health  needs  of  older 
adults.  ...  We  as  Christians,  like 
our  living  Savior,  must  witness, 
pray  and  provide  hope  in 
moments  of  despair. 

Ms.  Gloria  Lester-Hygh, 
Chairperson 


Faith  forum 


DECEMBER  1,  1995 
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The  United  Methodist 
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Our  lessons  from  Nuremberg 


ally  be  "convicted”  of  "follow¬ 
ing  orders"  to  the  extreme.  But 
look  at  the  difference  in  the 
"orders" — directives  like  “love 
your  neighbor  as  yourself’  or  “do 
unto  others  as  you  would  have 
others  do  unto  you”  or  “go  into 
all  the  world  and  make  disciples 
of  all  nations." 

Yes,  extremists  can  turn  even 
these  ancient  “orders"  into 
zealotry  but  nothing  like  the 
genocide  of  the  Nazis  or  of  what 
we  have  come  to  understand  as 
"ethnic  cleansing”  in  places  like 
Bosnia  and  Somalia. 

Fifty  years  ago  a  handful  of 
Allied  attorneys — mostly  Amer¬ 
icans  and  Britons — made  inter¬ 
national  legal  history  by  prose¬ 
cuting  leading  Nazis  for  commit¬ 
ting  "crimes  against  peace.” 

Christians  live  at  the  other 
extreme  as  harbingers  and  prac¬ 
titioners  of  peace,  instructed  by 
One  who  comforted,  "Peace  I 
leave  with  you,  my  peace  I  give 
unto  you.  Not  as  the  world  giveth 
give  I  unto  you.” 

This  half-century  reminder  of 
one  of  the  final  events  from  World 
War  II  will  be  among  the  last  for 
people  who  were  there  at  the  time 
to  remember  and  reflect  on  per¬ 
sonally.  We  should  note  it  for  what 
can  happen  when  people  in  power 
are  “only  following  orders.” 


Of  all  the  50-year  World  War 
II  remembrances  thrust  upon  us 
during  1994  and  1995,  none  was 
more  hideous  than  reminders  of 
Auschwitz,  Dachau  and  other 
Nazi  concentration  camps. 

But  the  more  recent  taped 


Editorial 

playbacks  of  excerpts  from  the 
Nuremberg  war  crimes  trial  were 
not  far  behind.  Repeatedly  in 


them  we  hear  some  of  Nazi  Ger¬ 
many's  highest  military  and 
political  leaders  plead  not  guilty 
to  those  crimes,  offering  the 
piteous  excuse  "I  was  only  fol¬ 
lowing  orders!” 

Christians,  too,  can  occasion- 


REUGION  NEWS  SERVICE  FILE  PHOTO 

NUREMBERG,  Germany— The  tribunal  against  the  Nazi  leaders  defeated  in  World  War  II 
convened  in  Nuremberg  on  Nov.  20,  1945,  and  ended  ten  months  later  on  Sept.  30  and 
Oct.  1,  1946  with  convictions  against  all  but  three  defendants.  Unlike  these  men  who 
brought  destruction  by  "following  orders,"  Christians  live  at  the  other  extreme  as  harbin¬ 
gers  and  practitioners  of  peace  (see  related  editorial  above). 


Christ's  church  has  no  'nonessential  employees' 


“Nonessential  employees.” 

It’s  a  phrase  we  heard  often 
recently  while  petty  politicians 
palavered  over  federal  finances 
and  800,000  federal  employees 
went  on  unplanned  furloughs. 

If  there  ever  was  a  pithy  phrase 
to  distinguish  the  church  from  the 
state,  this  is  it! 

The  church  may  have  its  “East¬ 
er  and  Christmas”  members,  its 
nonmember  attendees,  its  non¬ 
resident  members,  its  non-pledg- 


Editorial 


ing  family  units  and  its  ineffective 
ministers,  but  it  has  no  “nonessen¬ 
tial  employees.” 

We ‘re  not  thinking  here  about 
actual  employees — people  on 
church  payrolls.  There  may,  in  fact, 
be  some  that  the  church  at  any 
level — congregational,  regional, 
national  or  global — could  do  just 


as  well  without. 

But  in  the  sense  that  all  bap¬ 
tized  Christians  are  employed  in 
the  work  of  the  Gospel,  then 
there’s  no  such  thing  in  the  church 
as  “nonessential  employees.” 

As  one  pastor  explained  in  a 
recent  column  in  his  church’s  edi¬ 
tion  of  the  Reporter ,  all  members 
may  not  get  involved  in  “church 
work”  but  all  are  responsible  by 
virtue  of  their  baptism  to  be  engaged, 
in  “the  work  of  the  church.” 


You  won’t  see  the  church  tell 
800,000  people  doing  “the  work  of 
the  church”  to  stay  home  for  sev¬ 
eral  days  while  pietistic  policymak¬ 
ers  try  to  reach  a  compromise. 

Who  else  but  the  church  would 
take  its  “work  permit”  from  the 
declaration  that  “the  fields  are  ripe 
for  the  harvesting?”  (Matthew 
9:37-38)  The  work  of  the  church 
never  goes  out  of  season. 

Have  you  pulled  your  share  of 
the  load  lately? 


Share  words  about  God  with  your  children 


By  JEANNE  MURDOCK 

As  a  librarian.  I’ve  done  much 
work  recently  on  the  importance  of 
giving  the  written  word  a  place  in 
the  home  so  that  it  will  function  well 
as  a  child’s  first  learning  center. 

My  research  emphasizes  the 
importance  of  developing  the  lan¬ 
guage  abilities  of  the  child  by  hav¬ 
ing  the  written  word  available  on 
wall  hangings,  in  books,  magazines, 
newspapers,  etc.  Furthermore,  if 
they  are  to  acquire  skill  with  words, 
children  need  to  hear  words  often 
and  to  speak  words  often. 

As  a  person  of  faith,  however. 
I’ve  also  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  children  must  hear  the  words 
of  faith  if  they  are  to  develop  their 
concepts  of  God. 

Parents  build  up  their  chil¬ 
dren’s  vocabulary  each  time  they 
use  words  beyond  children's 
understanding.  The  same  is  true 
of  words  about  God. 


My  Witness 


Jeanne  Murdock 
is  a  member  of 
Aldersgate  United 
Methodist  Church 
of  Carrollton , 
Texas  (North 
Texas  Annual 
Conference). 


Parents  should  encourage  their 
children's  questions  about  God 
even  if  they  aren't  sure  how  to 
answer  them.  Children  are  like 
everyone  else;  they  tend  not  to 
like  what  they  don’t  understand. 
So  parents  help  children  under¬ 
stand  God  better  when  they 
describe  what  pleases  God  and 
what  displeases  God,  even  if  chil¬ 
dren  really  aren’t  old  enough  to 
fully  grasp  the  morals  involved. 

A  good  way  to  nourish  a  child’s 


curiosity  about  God  is  for  a  par¬ 
ent  to  demonstrate  his  or  her  own 
curiosity  about  God  and  about 
God’s  purpose  for  one’s  life. 

One  of  the  best  ways  for  parents 
to  convey  these  ideas  is  for  them  to 
tell  Bible  stories  to  their  children. 

There  are  many  interesting  and 
colorful  stories  in  the  Bible  that 
children  will  enjoy.  Taking  the  time 
to  tell  a  story  to  a  child  is  a  great  way 
to  say  “I  love  you”  and  “I  care.” 
Telling  a  child  a  Bible  story  is  a 
great  way  of  saying  “God  cares.” 

Other  concrete  ways  to  offer 
children  words  about  God: 

✓  Give  the  Bible  a  prominent 
place  in  the  home  and  read  aloud 
from  it  regularly. 

•/  Make  religious  reading 
materials — books,  magazines, 
devotional  guides,  etc. — readily 
available.  If  possible,  subscribe  to 
a  children’s  religious  magazine. 

✓  Have  a  special  place  in  your 


home  where  you  read  from  the 
Bible  or  other  religious  works. 

Finally,  practice  in  your  home 
what  the  words  preach.  Model 
Christian  behavior  for  children  by 
being  respectful  and  pleasant  to 
your  family  members  and  guests. 
Practice  a  daily  prayer  ritual  with 
the  family.  Express  your  concerns 
for  others  and  act  on  those  con¬ 
cerns  in  a  Christian  way. 

Most  of  all,  speak  well  of  oth¬ 
ers  in  God’s  family,  especially 
children. 

“My  Witness  ”  is  a  column  for 
readers  to  share  their  experiences 
of  Christian  faith.  Submissions 
should  be  a  maximum  of  two  typed, 
double-spaced  pages,  accompa¬ 
nied  by  a  recent  photograph  and 
the  name  of  the  author's  church. 
Send  to  “M\  Witness,”  UMR,  RO. 
Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266- 
0275. 


Sayings 


“For  those  of  us,  clergy  and  lay, 
who  have  given  our  lives  in  obe¬ 
dience  to  God,  there  is  no  peace¬ 
ful  place,  no  home  to  which  we 
might  return.  Our  faith  was  bom 
in  the  desert  and  has  been 
renewed  in  the  desert.  We  are  a 
nomadic  people  wandering  in  a 
foreign  and  desert  land,  carrying 
the  love  of  God  and  of  neighbor 
as  a  vision  and  a  promise.” 

— The  Rev.  David  Orendorff, 
pastor  of  St.  Paul’s  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Helena, 
Mont.,  writing  in  Discipleship 
Dateline. 

*  *  * 

“The  role  of  a  religious  leader  is 


to  give  spiritual  guidance  to  people 
who  don’t  always 
agree  with  one 
another.  Some¬ 
times  the  guid¬ 
ance  involves 
public  policy, 
sometimes  it 
involves  personal 
morality,  some¬ 
times  it  involves  both.  In  any  case, 
religious  leaders  are  accountable  to 
a  diverse  constituency.” 

— The  Rev.  Joan  Brown 
Campbell,  chief  executive  of  the 
National  Council  of  the  Church¬ 
es  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A.,  in  an 
interview  in  Christian  Century. 


*  *  * 

“In  the  drama  of  history,  we 
can  find  our  dependence  upon 
God  burdensome  rather  than  lib¬ 
erating.  We,  too,  can  'harden  our 
hearts.’ And  yet  the  prophet  gives 
us  an  answer  to  our  impatience: 
‘If  God  delays,  wait  for  him;  he 
will  surely  come,  he  will  not  be 
late.’  APolish  proverb  expresses 
the  same  conviction  another  way: 
'God  takes  his  time,  but  he  is  just 
....  Our  waiting  for  God  is  never 
in  vain.’ ” 

— Pope  John  Paul  II,  speak¬ 
ing  during  his  recent  U.S.  tour. 

*  *  * 

“Most  of  the  marvels  of  the 
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Please  recycle. 
We  do! 


world  are  available  to  those  who 
humbly  and  graciously  accept 
them.  How  often  do  we  fool  our¬ 
selves  with  the  term  ‘self-made 
person,’  assuming  all  has  been 
achieved  by  ‘the  might  of  my 
hand,'  losing  all  sense  of  faith  and 
gratitude  for  the  gifts  of  God.” 

— Bishop  Joe  Wilson,  Fort 
Worth,  Texas. 

*  *  * 
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Why  is  laying  on 
hands'  an  issue? 


Concerning  Cynthia  B.  Astle’s 
article,  “Discipleship  board  wres¬ 
tles  with  'laying  on  hands’ tradi¬ 
tion”  (see  UMR,  Nov.  10): 

Why  is  there  an  issue  about 
“laying  on  hands”  for  ordination? 
Doesn’t  the  act  denote  blessing 
and  dedication  of  people  and  gifts 
to  the  Lord? 

Consider  the  rich  biblical  appli¬ 
cations  of  laying  on  hands.  Hands 
were  laid  on  children  receiving 
blessing,  on  people  needing  heal¬ 
ing,  on  sacrifices  and  at  ordina¬ 
tion.  In  fact,  the  ordination  of 
Israel's  first  clergy  included  the 
Lord's  instructions,  “You  are  to 
bring  the  Levites  before  the  Lord, 
and  the  Israelites  are  to  lay  their 
hands  on  them”  (Numbers  8:10). 

However,  as  New  Covenant 
people,  we  are  free  in  Christ  to 
enjoy  the  inspiration  of  ritual  and 
tradition  but  we  are  not  to  be 
bound  or  crippled  by  them. 

The  real  issue  anyway  is  not 
whether  lay  people  lay  hands  on 
clergy  but  whether  we  continue  to 
let  Satan  distract  and  separate 
Christians. 

Joan  Resetich 
DePue,  Illinois 

I  support  bishops'  view 

Regarding  Cynthia  B.  Astle’s 
article  concerning  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship’s  action 
about  "laying  on  hands”  (see  UMR, 
Nov.  1 0),  I  want  to  strongly  support 
the  recommendations  in  the  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Bishops’  1993  report. 

To  be  sure,  all  of  the  clergy  come 
from  the  ranks  of  the  laity,  but  ordi¬ 
nation  is  something  else  entirely!  I 
am  one  supporting  full  lay  partici¬ 
pation  in  the  activities  of  The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church — except  for 
this  one  thing. 

Consideration  must  also  be 
given  to  the  equally  ancient  con¬ 
cept  of  "apostolic  succession.” 
Without  this  concept  there  is  much 
to  be  lost  in  the  ecumenical  effort. 
John  W.  Bardsley 
Fall  Branch,  Tennessee 


I  found  myself  frowning  as  i 
read  Cynthia  B.  Astle’s  article 
“Discipleship  board  wrestles  with 
ancient  practice  ‘laying  on  hands’ 
(see  UMR.  Nov.  10).  What  dis¬ 
turbed  me  was  not  the  reporting, 
but  the  content. 

It  would  appear  that  we  have 
learned  little  since  Luther  nailed 
his  95  theses  to  the  door  of  the  Wit¬ 
tenberg  Church.  The  “laying-on  of 
hands”  controversy  goes  back  to  a 
mindset  rooted  in  Catholicism. 

Luther  proposed  the  priesthood 
of  all  believers.  Those  of  us  in  the 
“mainstream"  of  Protestantism 
still  think  in  the  ancient  artificial 
categories  of  clergy  and  laity. 
John  Wesley  came  to  the  conclu¬ 
sion  that  he  was  guilty  of  this 
practice,  a  conclusion  nurtured  by 
his  blessed  mother,  Susanna. 


Letters 
to  the  Editor 

In  the  New  Testament  church, 
Peter  was  a  layman.  Only  in  later 
years  was  he  invested  with  clerical 
status  and  made  pope.  The  house 
churches  celebrated  the  Eucharist 
with  bread  and  wine  from  the  fam¬ 
ily  kitchen.  The  host  or  another 
Christian  lay  person  consecrated 
(if  I  may  use  that  word)  the  ele¬ 
ments  and  served  them. 

Dr.  Marcus  Fang,  who  has 
campaigned  for  the  inclusion  of 
lay  people  in  the  laying-on  of 
hands  at  ordination,  is  absolutely 
correct!  The  laity  should  be 
included  or,  at  worst,  should  not 
be  excluded. 

Charles  Robert  Bruce 
St.  Cloud,  Florida 

I  was  pleased 

I  was  prompted  to  write  after 
reading  the  letter  from  Dave  Aux- 
ier  in  the  Nov.  17  Reporter. 

I  was  pleased  to  see  Mike  Mor¬ 
gan’s  cartoon  in  the  Nov.  10  issue. 

I  felt  it  accurately  depicted  the  atti¬ 
tude  of  the  Speaker  of  the  House. 

The  current  federal  budget  situ¬ 
ation  is  particularly  upsetting  to  me 
because  I  care  for  my  handicapped 
mother  who  is  on  Social  Security 
and  Medicare.  It  is  impossible  to 
meet  her  needs  on  what  benefits 
she  has  now  and  Speaker  Gingrich 
wants  to  cut  that  amount. 

All  their  lives  my  parents  paid 
into  the  system  believing  that 
their  needs  would  be  met  when 
the  time  came.  My  father  died 
without  ever  using  a  single  dollar 
of  his  benefits.  My  mother  should 
certainly  be  entitled  to  what  they 
paid  for. 

I  consider  current  efforts  to  take 
away  what  my  parents  earned  to  be 
cold  and  heartless.  I  suspect  Jesus 
would  feel  this  way,  too.  He  was 
politically  active  and  spoke  out 
against  those  who  would  cheat  oth7 
ers  and  those  who  did  not  hear  the 
cries  of  the  sick  and  needy.  Those 
were  Jesus’s  priorities  and  they 
should  be  ours,  too. 

S.  D.  Smith 
Houston,  Texas 

Write  about  students 

I  received  the  Nov.  17  issue  of 
UMR  with  accompanying  news 
for  First  United  Methodist  Church 
of  Seguin,  Texas.  I  expected  to 
read  at  least  one  story  related  to 
campus  ministry  in  advance  of 
United  Methodist  Student  Day  on 
Nov.  26,  but  I  found  none. 

I  look  forward  to  receiving 
each  issue  of  UMR.  Please  focus 
on  campus  ministry  issues  in  1996 
prior  to  United  Methodist  Student 
Day. 

Judith  M.  Johnson 
Seguin,  Texas 


Trinity  Institute 
and 

Oregon  State  University 
present  via  satellite 

Jesus 

*2000 

February  9-10,  1996 

Featuring 

Marcus  Borg  •  Harvey  Cox 
John  Dominic  Crossan 
Alan  Segal  •  Huston  Smith 
Karen  Jo  Torjesen 

To  receive  the  satellite  broadcast  call  1-800-559-3286 

To  attend  the  live  event  in  Corvallis,  Oregon  call  (503)  737-6195 

Co  sponsored  by  Trinity  Institute,  the  Parish  of  Trinity  Church,  New  York 
City,  the  Hundere  Endowment  for  Religion  and  Culture  and  the  Philosophy 
Department  at  Oregon  State  University 
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Faith  in  the  world 


Faith  Watch  ] 

From  news  and  staff  reports  J 

CHRISTMAS  TV  SPECIAL: 
The  Presbyterian  Church 
(U.S.A.)  and  First  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Atlanta  are  co-spon¬ 
soring  the  program,  Born  in 
the  Night,  produced  for  the 
National  Council  of  the  Church¬ 
es  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A.  for 
broadcast  by  ABC  stations  Dec. 
24  or  25. 

RECONCILIATION:  Three 
organizations  say  they  plan  to 
encourage  evangelical  churches 
to  mark  the  Sunday  before  the 
Rev.  Martin  Luther  King  Jr. 
holiday  as  “Racial  Reconcilia¬ 
tion  Sunday.”  This  would  begin 
Jan.  14,  1996.  The  National 
Black  Evangelical  Association, 
the  National  Association  of  Evan¬ 
gelicals  and  Zondervan  Publish¬ 
ing  House  will  provide  resources. 

PROSELYTIZING:  The  Pew 
Charitable  Trusts  has  awarded 
United  Methodist-related 
Emory  University’s  Law  and 
Religion  Program  a  $490,000 
two-year  grant  to  address  the 
“problem  of  proselytizing”  in 
sub-Saharan  Africa  and  in  the 
former  Soviet  bloc.  John  Witte 
Jr.,  director  of  the  school’s  Law 
and  Religion  Program  and  one  of 
three  Emory  professors  who  will 
direct  the  project,  said  the  gain¬ 
ing  of  converts  has  emerged  as  a 
problem  in  areas  caught  up  in  the 
current  wave  of  democratization. 

EVOLUTION  THEORY:  The 
state  school  board  in  Alabama 
has  voted  to  note  in  its  biology 
textbooks  that  evolution  is  a 
theory  rather  than  a  fact.  The 
250-word  insert  describes  evolu¬ 
tion  as  a  “controversial  theory 
some  scientists  present  as  a  sci¬ 
entific  explanation  for  the  origin 
of  living  things,  such  as  plants, 
animals  and  humans,”  the  Asso¬ 
ciated  Press  reported. 

UNITED  NATIONS:  Celebra¬ 
tions  are  scheduled  Jan.  10- 
Feb.  14  in  London's  Westmin¬ 
ster  Central  Hall,  the  Methodist 
building -which  hosted  the  first 
General  Assembly  of  the  United 
Nations  50  years  earlier. 

Ex-treasurer 
of  missions 
accused  of 
embezzling 

By  LINDA  BLOOM 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— The  former 
comptroller  of  the  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  has  been 
charged  with  misappropriation  of 
church  funds. 

A  warrant  for  the  arrest  of 
William  R.  Jones  has  been  issued 
by  the  Manhattan  District  Attor¬ 
ney's  office. 

Board  treasurer  Stephen  Brim- 
igion  said  that  as  of  Nov.  21,  Mr. 
Jones  was  being  detained  by 
police  in  Los  Angeles  awaiting 
extradition  to  New  York. 

According  to  Lorene  Wilbur, 
the  board's  associate  general  sec¬ 
retary  for  administration.  Mr. 
Jones  signed  a  statement  admit¬ 
ting  the  misappropriation  of  funds 
during  a  Nov.  16  meeting  in  New 
York  with  board  officials. 

Mr.  Jones,  a  board  employee  for 
two  years,  had  voluntarily  left  his 
position  Oct.  19  and  became  trea¬ 
surer  of  the  church’s  California- 
Pacific  Annual  (regional)  Confer¬ 
ence  Nov.  1. 

He  was  relieved  of  his  duties 
there  by  Bishop  Roy  Sano  and  the 
Conference  Council  on  Finance 
and  Administration  on  Nov.  17 
after  allegations  of  criminal 
embezzlement  were  confirmed. 

According  to  a  joint  statement 
issued  Nov.  21  by  Global  Min¬ 
istries  and  California-Pacific  offi¬ 
cials,  board  funds  were  discov¬ 
ered  missing  within  a  few  days 
after  Mr.  Jones'  departure. 

It  was  determined  that  Mr. 
Jones  had  transferred  the  funds 
into  a  personal  bank  account, 
which  since  has  been  frozen. 

Mr.  Brimigion,  board  treasurer 
I  said  internal  controls  brought  the 
misappropriations  to  light. 
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Study:  Laity  want  preaching  related  to  life 


What  they  said  about  UMC 

Agenda  21  participants,  according  to  the  Rev.  Donald  Treese, 
found  that: 

S  Connectionalism  is  the  most  distinguishing  characteristic  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church.  Yet  connectionalism,  the  structure  that 
holds  individual  congregations  together,  must  be  seen  as  less  “dry 
polity”  and  more  as  “living  spirit,”  Dr.  Treese  said. 

S  “Being  a  United  Methodist  means  allowing  space  for  diversity 
in  which  people  can  safely  stand  together.” 

✓  Basic  doctrine  and  polity  must  not  be  diluted  to  accommodate 
interests  and  preferences  of  the  surrounding  culture 

Laity  and  clergy.  Dr.  Treese  reported,  are  sensitive  to  biblical 
and  theological  boundaries  and  do  not  want  to  fall  prey  to  quick 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.— 
Preaching  is  the  most  important 
skill  in  the  ordained  ministry, 
according  to  “Agenda  2 1 ,"  a  study 
project  sponsored  by  the  Associa¬ 
tion  of  United  Methodist  Semi¬ 
naries. 

But  the  study  shows  that  many 
United  Methodist  congregations 
are  not  happy  with  the  preaching 
they  are  getting. 

The  Rev.  Donald  Treese, 
retired  head  of  the  church's  Divi¬ 
sion  of  Ordained  Ministry,  recent¬ 
ly  reported  to  the  Council  of  Bish¬ 
ops  on  the  study. 

The  project  included  400  hours 
of  conversation  with  700  United 
Methodist  laity  and  clergy  repre¬ 
senting  70  percent  of  the  church’s 
regional  conferences. 

Widespread  disappointment 

“There  is  widespread  disap¬ 
pointment  that  so  much  preaching 
lacks  enthusiasm  for  the  gospel 
being  proclaimed;  for  the  church 
in  which  it  is  proclaimed  and  for 
the  congregation  hearing  the 
proclamation,”  Dr.  Treese  told  the 
bishops. 


“Laity  desperately  want  preach¬ 
ing  that  effectively  relates  the  Bible 
to  the  human  condition.  The  typi¬ 
cal  persons  in  the  pew  come  with 
high  expectations 
that  they  will  hear 
how  the  word  of 
God  connects 
with  their  life  sit¬ 
uations. 

“The  need  for 
improvement  in 
this  skill  has 
been  apparent 
for  so  long  that 
laity  are  distressed  as  to  why  sem¬ 
inary  and  church  leadership  ‘don’t 
get  it.’” 

Participants  in  the  study  felt 
that  “too  much  preaching  is  sim¬ 
plistic  storytelling  with  minimal 
preparation  that  too  often  lacks 
adequate  application  to  the  prac¬ 
tical  concerns  and  urgent  needs  of 
congregations,"  he  reported. 

Preaching  was  just  one  aspect 
of  the  role  of  clergy  addressed  by 
members  of  the  study  group. 

Among  their  other  findings: 

S  Congregations  don't  under¬ 
stand  the  basic  teachings  of  the 
United  Methodist  tradition 
because  pastors  are  not  teaching 


them.  This  frequently  leads  to  an 
unbalanced  ministry  of  proclaim¬ 
ing  a  social  gospel  without  giving 
sound  theological  grounding  to  it. 
Dr.  Treese  said. 

Participants  also  expressed 
concern  over  the  large  number  of 
pastors  trained  in  non-United 
Methodist  seminaries. 

“There  are  too  many  ‘Metho- 
Baptist’pastors  seeking  to  remake 
United  Methodist  congrega¬ 
tions,”  he  reported. 

Pastors  should  . . . 

'T  Pastors  must  become  less 
the  "professional"  pastor/CEO, 
such  as  many  of  those  trained  in 
the  1950s  and  '60s,  and  more  a 
teacher  and  supervisor  of  laity  as 
the  laity  become  more  active  part¬ 
ners  in  ministry.” 

'T  “Pastors  should  give  evi¬ 
dence  of  genuine  spiritual 
growth,"  Dr.  Treese  reported,  and 
be  able  to  lead  the  congregation 
in  the  spiritual  journey. 

S  A  pastor’s  training  in  relat¬ 
ing  to  members  of  the  congrega¬ 
tion  is  essential. 

'T Laity  expect  moral  and  ethi¬ 
cal  leadership  by  clergy. 

“Without  the  linkage  of  integri¬ 


ty  and  personal  faith,”  Dr.  Treese 
reported,  "the  stress  and  demands 
of  parish  ministry  will  ‘do  in’  the 
best  educated  pastors. 

“It  is  devastating  to  a  congre¬ 
gation  to  learn  that  the  pastor 
either  doesn't  believe  what  she  or 
he  is  preaching  or  doesn't  act  it 
out  in  personal  experience. 

“Integrity  is  the  currency  that 
ordained  ministry  needs  in  abun¬ 
dance.  We  may  talk  around  this — 
foolishly  assume  it’s  in  place — 
until  it  is  too  late  for  the  pastor  and 
the  church,”  he  continued. 


S Honest  assessment  of  possi¬ 
ble  candidates  for  seminary  must 
be  made  at  the  local  church  level. 

“Too  many  candidates  are 
‘passed  off'  to  the  seminaries  in 
the  expectation  that  they  will  be 
made  passable.”  Dr.  Treese 
reported. 

"The  general  quality  of 
ordained  ministry  depends  less  in 
the  long  run  on  the  education  that 
a  seminary  can  give  than  it  does  on 
the  quality  of  individuals  recruited 
for  ministry  and  recommended  by 
local  churches."  he  said. 


Donald  Treese 
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Bishop  Talbert  installed  as  NCC  president 

United  Methodist  Bishop  Melvin  G.  Talbert  of  the  church's  San  Francisco  Area  offers  the 
benediction  after  being  installed  as  president  of  the  National  Council  of  the  Churches  of 
Christ  in  the  U.S.A.  He  was  installed  Nov.  16  during  a  service  at  Beebe  Memorial  Christ¬ 
ian  Methodist  Episcopal  Cathedral  in  Oakland,  Calif.  The  New  York-based  council 
includes  in  its  membership  32  U.S.  denominations  with  approximately  48  million  mem¬ 
bers.  Bishop  Talbert,  a  native  of  Clinton,  La.,  was  elected  to  the  episcopacy  in  1 980. 


Pensions  board  distributes 
$500  million  in  benefits 


By  DANIEL  R.  GANGLER 

Associate  Editor 

The  United  Methodist  pension 
board  recently  approved  its 
largest  one-time  distribution  to 
fund  participants. 

The  $500  million  distribution 
from  accumulated  year-end 
reserves  was  approved  by  the 
General  Board  of  Pension  and 
Health  Benefits  during  its  fall 
meeting  Nov.  16  in  Raleigh,  N.C. 

According  to  board  spokesman 
Mark  J.  Vruno,  individual  partici¬ 
pant  accounts  with  balances  in  the 
board’s  Diversified  Investment 
Fund  as  of  Oct.  31  will  be  entitled 
to  the  base  interest  rate  of  6.5  per¬ 
cent  plus  an  additional  credit  of 
10.5  percent.  This  additional  cred¬ 
it  will  result  in  a  total  annual  inter¬ 
est  rate  of  17.86  percent. 

“All  other  applicable  accounts 
in  the  Diversified  Investment 
Fund,  including  most  annual 
[regional]  conference  accounts  on 
deposit,  will  be  credited  with 
additional  interest  of  up  to  10.5 
percent,  based  on  the  length  of 
time  the  money  was  on  deposit 
from  Jan.  1  through  Oct.  31,”  said 
Mr.  Vruno. 

The  $500  million  distribution 
is  approximately  one-third  of  the 
$1.5  billion  in  similar  credits  dis¬ 
tributed  by  the  board  during  the 
previous  25  years  (1979-1994), 
according  to  Mr.  Vruno. 


"This  special 
distribution  comes  on 
the  heels  of  a  relatively 
flat  year  in  1994,  in 
which  the  market  grew 
by  only  about  1.5 
percent." 

—Bishop  Clay  Lee 


“We  haven’t  enjoyed  earnings 
this  positive  since  the  late  1980s,” 
said  Bishop  Clay  F.  Lee  Jr.,  Pen¬ 
sion  and  Health  Benefits  board 
president. 

“This  special  distribution 
comes  on  the  heels  of  a  relatively 
flat  year  in  1994,  in  which  the 
market  grew  by  only  about  1.5 
percent,”  Bishop  Lee  said.  “Even 
then  our  reserve  (pension)  funds 
ensured  the  annual  6.5  percent 
interest  rate.  To  add  a  double-digit 
increase  for  1995  is  truly  excep¬ 
tional.” 

The  board  holds  assets  of  $7 
billion  and  paid  out  over  $14  mil¬ 
lion  in  benefits  last  year. 

The  General  Board  of  Pensions 
and  Health  Benefits,  based  in 
Evanston,  Ill.,  administers  pen¬ 
sion,  health  and  benefit  programs 
for  United  Methodist  pastors,  lay 
employees  and  their  families  in 
the  U.S.  and  Puerto  Rico  totaling 
over  65,000  people. 


Bishops  struggle  over  global  structure  of  UMC 


Proposal  upsets  European  bishops 


European  United  Methodist 
bishops  among  others  expressed 
deep  concerns  about  the  proposed 
globalization  of  the  church  (see 
related  story  at  left). 

Bishop  Walter  Klaiber  of  Ger¬ 
many  said  the  proposal  has  gen¬ 
erated  anxiety  among  other 
Methodist  bodies  around  the 
world — British  Methodists  in  par¬ 
ticular — about  United  Methodist 
global  church. 

Bishop  Hans  Vaxby  of  Finland  said  the  present 
structure  should  be  perfected  rather  than  changed. 

However.  Bishop  Ole  Borgen  of  Norway 
(retired)  said  that  the  church  is  already  a  global 
church  but  this  fact  is  not  reflected  in  legislative 
procedures. 

“We  see  no  reason  we  should  be  subjected  to 


[legislation]  that  pertains  to  only 
one  part — the  United  States," 
Bishop  Borgen  said. 

African  Bishop  Emilio  J.M.  de 
Carvalho  of  Angola  said  he  was 
satisfied  with  the  proposal. 

Several  U.S.  bishops  expressed 
reservations  about  the  proposal. 

Bishop  Richard  C.  Looney  of 
Macon,  Ga.,  said  he  felt  uneasy 
that  the  plan  would  add  another  layer  of  meetings 
and  expenses  to  those  already  supported  by  the 
church. 

Bishop  Jack  M.  Tuell  of  Greenbank.  Wash., 
(retired)  pointed  out  that  in  the  proposed  Global 
Conference,  the  United  States  would  have  only  half 
the  representation  [per  member]  as  that  of  United 
Methodists  in  other  parts  of  the  world. 


Walter  Klaiber 

claims  to  be  a 


Ole  Borgen 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.— 
Is  The  United  Methodist  Church 
a  global  church?  If  so,  how  should 
it  be  organized  and  who  should 
pay  for  it? 

Those  are  questions  a  bishops' 
committee  headed  by  Bishop 
Emerito  Nacpil  of  the  Philippines 
has  been  studying  since  the  com¬ 
mittee  was  formed  following  the 
1992  General  Conference,  the 
church’s  highest  legislative  body. 

The  Council  of  Bishops,  who 
vigorously  discussed  the  commit¬ 
tee’s  proposal  at  their  recent  meet¬ 
ing  at  Lake  Junaluska.  recom¬ 
mended  that  the  next  General 
Conference — April  16-26,  1996. 
in  Denver —  create  a  committee 
of  about  30  members  to  develop 
the  proposal  and  address  issues 
related  to  it. 

Financing,  representation 

Among  issues  related  to  glob¬ 
alization  of  United  Methodism 
are  financing,  representation  and 
the  effect  of  globilazation  on 
other  Methodist  bodies,  includ¬ 
ing  autonomous  Methodist 
churches. 

One  point  of  contention  about 
the  current  form  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church  centers  around 
legislation. 


Every  four  years  the  General 
Conference — dominated  by  dele¬ 
gates  from  the  United  States 
where  some  8.7  million  of  the  9.9 
million  United  Methodists  world¬ 
wide  reside — enacts  legislation 
that  pertains  mostly  to  the  United 
States  and  may  not  be  appropriate 
in  other  regions  of  the  world. 

The  proposed  new  structure 
would  split  the  globe  into  four 
regions:  North  America,  Africa, 
Asia/Philippines  and  Europe. 


United  Methodists  in  each  region 
would  hold  regional  conferences 
to  enact  their  own  legislation  and, 
among  other  things,  elect  bishops. 

(South  America  is  not  included 
in  the  proposal  because  Methodist 
churches  there  are  autonomous — 
that  is,  not  structurally  part  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church.) 

The  document  assumes  that 
charge  conferences  (local  church 
governing  units)  and  annual  con¬ 
ferences  (historic  United 


Methodist  regional  bodies)  would 
remain  as  they  are  with  whatever 
modifications  the  new  larger 
regional  conferences  might  make. 

According  to  the  proposal,  del¬ 
egates  from  the  regional  confer¬ 
ences  would  meet  “every  four  or 
five  years"  at  a  Global  Conference. 

The  Global  Conference  would 
be  much  like  the  current  General 
Conference  with  at  least  one  major 
difference:  Its  membership  would 
be  determined  by  a  formula  which 


would  prevent  any  one  region  from 
holding  a  majority  of  the  votes, 
such  as  the  United  States  holds  in 
the  General  Conference. 

A  global  church  would  not  have 
the  identity  or  label  of  representing 
a  certain  country  in  “a  post-colo¬ 
nial  word."  Bishop  Nacpil  said. 

Resources,  he  continued,  should 
be  shared  across  the  church  and 
used  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole 
church. 

Resources,  the  document  says, 
include  funds,  Christian  commit¬ 
ment,  cultural  forms,  facilities 
and  equipment  and  the  experience 
and  skills  of  people. 

It  was  not  made  clear  by  Bish¬ 
op  Nacpil  or  by  the  study  docu¬ 
ment  who  would  decide  how  to 
distribute  the  resources. 

'We  have  a  long  to  go' 

“We  have  a  long  way  to  go,” 
the  document  says,  in  developing 
the  strategies  to  enable  the  pro¬ 
posed  sharing  of  resources. 

“But  becoming  a  global  church 
provides  us  the  motive  and  the 
occasion."  the  report  reads. 

“If  we  fail  to  seize  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  by  globalizing."  the  docu¬ 
ment  continues,  "we  will  perpet¬ 
uate  the  limited  understanding 
and  sharing  of  resources  that  have 
prevailed  until  now,  together  with 
their  deplorable  consequences." 

The  “deplorable  consequences” 


There  are  lessons  Christians 
should  recall  on  the  50th 
anniversary  of  the  Nurem¬ 
berg  trial.  See  Page  2. 


What  does  the  chief  executive  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  have  to  say 
about  the  duties  of  religious  leaders?  See 
"Sayings"  on  Page  2. 


This  ancient  chest,  recently 
unearthed,  tells  about  a  historic 
period  in  Israel.  See  the  photo 
on  Page  4. 
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HONORED:  The  newly-com¬ 
pleted  Agriculture  and  Natural 
Resources  building  at  the  United 
Methodist-related  Africa  Univer¬ 
sity  will  be  named  in  honor  of 
the  Rev.  Roger  W.  Ireson,  gen¬ 
eral  secretary  of  the  General 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry,  and  the  Rev.  John 
W.Z.  Kurewa,  vice  chancellor  of 
the  university  located  in  Old 
Mutare,  Zimbabwe.  The  build¬ 
ing,  expected  to  be  dedicated  on 
Feb.  29,  was  underwritten  by  the 
United  States  Agency  for  Inter¬ 
national  Development. 

CORRECTION:  The  General 
Council  on  Ministries  plans  to 
recommend  to  General  Confer¬ 
ence  reducing  the  number  of 
governing  members  of  the 
church’s  general  agencies  by 
one  third.  This  would  reduce 
the  960  general  agencies'  gov¬ 
erning  members  to  550-600.  It 
was  incorrectly  reported  in  the 
last  issue  that  the  council  was 
recommending  a  reduction  in  the 
number  of  general  church 
employees  by  one  third.  The 
council  proposes  a  reduction  in 
employees,  but  no  numbers 
were  given. 

FAITH  &  VALUES:  For  all  the 
United  Methodists  who  have 
been  unable  to  receive  the  Faith 
&  Values  Channel  on  their 
cable-TV  systems,  there  is  good 
news.  The  channel,  which  was 
already  available  in  24. 1  million 
cable  households  in  nearly  1 ,500 
cable  systems  nationwide, 
recently  was  launched  nation¬ 
wide  on  PRIMESTAR’s  Chan¬ 
nel  83. 

SHARING  CHURCH:  A 

national  consultation  on  “Ecu¬ 
menical  Shared  Ministry”  is  set 
for  Feb.  9-11  in  Syracuse,  N.Y. 
Sponsored  by  the  United 
Methodist  General  Commission 
on  Christian  Unity  and  Interreli¬ 
gious  Concerns,  the  consultation 
will  explore  solutions  for  the 
church  in  supporting  these  esti¬ 
mated  800  congregations. 

OFFICE  TO  CLOSE:  The 

United  Methodist  Communica¬ 
tions  Council  of  Texas  and  New 
Mexico  voted  recently  to  close 
the  Office  of  Conference  Ser¬ 
vices  Dec.  31  and  terminate  the 
position  of  its  director,  Douglas 
F.  Cannon.  The  office  has  pro¬ 
vided  media  relations  for  the 
church’s  seven  regional  confer¬ 
ences  in  the  two  states.  The 
council  chair.  Bishop  Joe  Wilson 
fFort  Worth  Area),  said  the  deci¬ 
sion  “is  not  a  question  of  per¬ 
formance  but  of  priorities  and 
finances.”  Mr.  Cannon  joined 
The  United  Methodist  Reporter 
staff  in  1984  as  an  associate  edi¬ 
tor  and  transferred  to  the  bi-state 
council  two  years  ago. 


Speaker:  Korean-American  local 
pastors  are  'slaves  of  the  church' 


By  DANIEL  R.  GANGLER 

Associate  Editor 

DENVER — “They  are  slaves. 
They  continue  to  be  slaves  of  the 
church,”  said  the  Rev.  Peter  Sun. 

He  was  referring  to  about  50 
Korean-American  local  pastors 
who  lead  small  United  Methodist 
congregations  with  little  pay  and 
no  fringe  benefits. 

Dr.  Sun,  president  of  the 
National  Association  of  Asian- 
American  United  Methodists, 
gave  the  church's  recent  Pre-Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  News  Briefing  a 


visibly  emotional  plea  for  the 
adoption  of  a  plan  to  create  three 
Korean-American  language  con¬ 
ferences. 

Such  a  proposal  is  headed  to 
the  church's  highest  legislative 
General  Conference  next  spring. 

For  the  past  four  years  Dr.  Sun, 
Bishop  Hae-Jong  Kim  of 
Rochester,  N.Y.,  and  other  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Korean-American 
leaders  have  worked  with  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries  in  writing  a  proposal  to  cre¬ 
ate  the  three  ethnic-based  mis- 


The  People  In 
The  Pews  Are 
Our  Passion. 

Maxie  Dunnam  never 
wanted  to  be  a  sem¬ 
inary  president  The 
people  in  the  pews  are  his  pas¬ 
sion.  He  holds  the  hand  of  a 
grieving  widow  and  the  gaze 
of  an  eager  congregation  with 
equal  grace.  The  thought  of 
leaving  one  of  Methodism's 
flagship  churches  seemed 
unthinkable. 

Then  it  became  clear. 
Assuming  the  Asbury  Seminary 
presidency  didn't  mean  leaving 
pastoral  ministry.  It  meant 
expanding  it  Maxie  would  lead 
the  laity  by  leading  the  acade¬ 
my.  The  future  of  the  church 
would  be  decided  in  the  class¬ 
room,  where  tomorrow's  minis¬ 
ters  are  in  the  making. 

Making  ministers.  That's 
our  specialty.  No  one  graduates 
more  United  Methodist  pastors 
year  in  and  year  out  than 
Asbury  Seminary.  Churches 
want  Asbury  pastors  because 
they  care.  But  Asbury  pastors 
not  only  care,  they  care  about 
the  right  things.  Scripture. 

Prayer,  Evangelism.  People. 

So  if  you're  called  to  pas¬ 
tor,  the  next  call  is  yours: 
1-800-2-ASBURY.  At  Asbury 
Seminary,  the  people  in  the 
pews  are  our  passion. 

A  Asbury 
Theological 
'<■  Seminary 
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Evidence  of  Maccabees  unearthed 

TEL  AVIV— An  Israeli  archaeologist  holds  a  page  of 
ancient  writing  next  to  a  stone  coffin  that  was  found  in 
an  underground  tomb  uncovered  by  workers  widening 
a  road  in  central  Israel  Nov.  16.  The  Hebrew  inscription 
"Hashmonaim"  appears  on  one  of  the  boxes  for  human 
bones,  the  first  evidence,  archaeologists  say,  that  the  Has- 
moneans,  or  Maccabees,  who  rebelled  against  Greek 
rule  in  the  2nd  century  BC  lived  in  the  area. 


sionary  conferences. 

One  each  would  be  created  in 
the  church’s  Northeastern,  North 
Central  and  Western  multi-state 
jurisdictions. 

But  Global  Ministries  directors 
at  their  recent  meeting  decided 
not  to  support  the  proposal  (see 
UMR,  Nov.  3). 

Dr.  Sun  claimed  that  the  direc¬ 
tors  listened  instead  to  the  con¬ 
cerns  of  the  Korean-American 
clergywomen’s  caucus.  This 
group  opposes  the  plan,  saying 
that  clergymen  are  favored  over 
clergywomen  in  Korean-Ameri¬ 
can  churches. 

Creation  of  Korean  missions 
was  authorized  by  the  church’s 
1988  General  Conference.  Five 
such  multi-state  missions  launched 
since  then  have  been  credited  with 
assisting  in  establishing  100  Kore¬ 
an-American  congregations  across 
the  U.S. 

“It  is  important  to  provide 
Korean  language  churches,”  said 
Dr.  Sun,  “for  those  immigrants 
who  do  not  want  to  cross  the  cul¬ 
tural  bridge.” 


Reporter  editors  win  awards 
in  national  competition 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON 
STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

United  Methodist  Reporter 
staff  members  and  regional  edi¬ 
tors  were  among  winners  in 
recent  annual  competition  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  United  Methodist 
Asociation  of  Communicators. 

Winners  were  announced 
Nov.  10  in  Denver. 

The  Rev.  Daniel  R.  Gangler, 
associate  editor,  won  a  certifi¬ 
cate  of  merit  for  an  editorial 
titled  “Jesus  Seminar  scholar¬ 
ship  credible  but  insensitive.” 

The  Reporter  news  and  infor¬ 
mation  staff  received  a  certifi¬ 
cate  of  merit  for  general  excel¬ 
lence  in  newspaper  with  a  cir¬ 
culation  of  more  than  15,000 
(the  larger  of  the  sponsoring 
association's  two  categories  of 
circulation). 

Honored  were  John  A 
Lovelace,  editor,  and  Cynthia  B. 
Astle,  Diane  Huie  Balay,  Debra 
McKnight,  Denise  Johnson  Sto¬ 
vall  and  Dr.  Gangler,  associate 


editors. 

The  staff  also  received  cer¬ 
tificates  of  merit  for  editorial 
content  and  writing. 

A  certificate  of  merit  went  to 
Tom  Gibson,  director  for  UMR 
Mission  Communications.  He 
produced  a  montage  for  the 
100th  anniversary  of  the 
Methodist  Mission  Home  in  San 
Antonio. 

Bettie  W.  Story,  editor  of  the 
Central  Illinois  edition  of  the 
Reporter,  received  certificates 
of  merit  in  the  categories  of  gen¬ 
eral  excellence,  layout  and 
design;  editorial  content/writing 
and  use  of  illustrave  materials- 
artwork  and/or  photography. 

Two  others  among  the 
Reporter's  regional  editors  won 
the  association's  top  honors,  the 
award  of  excellence.  They  are 
Marilyn  Kasperek  of  Buffalo, 
N.  Y.,  the  award  for  newspapers, 
and  the  Rev.  R.  Thomas  Slack 
of  Columbus,  Ohio,  the  award 
for  newsletters  (see  UMR,  Nov. 
24). 


Arkansas  retiree  will  present  laity 
address  at  General  Conference 


By  JANE  DENNIS 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

LITTLE  ROCK,  Ark.— James 
W.  “Jim”  Lane,  lay  leader  of  the 
North  Arkansas  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence,  will  represent  lay  leadership 
of  The  United  Methodist  Church 
when  he  delivers  the  Laity 
Address  at  the  1996  General  Con¬ 
ference  in  Denver  next  April. 

Mr.  Lane  will  deliver  the  Laity 
Address  April  17  during  the 
morning  session  of  General  Con¬ 
ference. 

The  process  for  selecting  the 
laity  speaker  was  altered  this  year, 
explained  Paul  R.  Ervin  Jr.,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  National  Association 
of  Annual  Conference  Lay  Lead¬ 
ers  (NAACLL). 

He  said  the  sponsoring  body 


“wants  the  message  to  be  the 
focus  and  not  just  the  messenger.” 

Annual  conference  lay  leaders, 
rather  than  laity  at  large,  were 
invited  to  submit  written  manu¬ 
scripts.  These  were  judged  on 
their  own  merit  without  authors’ 
names  attached. 

“We  see  the  Laity  Address  as 
representing  the  feelings  of  a 
broad  spectrum  of  the  laity  with¬ 
in  The  United  Methodist  Church 
as  it  explores  the  theme  ’Partners 
in  Ministry’  and  what  we  see  as 
the  vision  for  our  church,"  Mr. 
Ervin  said. 

Mr.  Lane  will  present  the 
address  to  conference  lay  leaders 
at  their  February  annual  meeting. 
He  plans  to  solicit  tHeir  input  in 
perfecting  the  address. 

Retired  from  U.S.  Government 


Civil  Service  and  the  U.S.  Army 
Reserve,  Mr.  Lane  has  been  active 
in  all  levels  of  church  work- 
local,  district,  conference,  region¬ 
al,  national  and  international. 

He  is  vicechair  of  the  North 
Arkansas  Annual  Conference  del¬ 
egation  to  the  1996  General  Con¬ 
ference  and  a  delegate  to  the  17th 
World  Methodist  Conference  in 
Rio  de  Janeiro  in  August  1996. 

The  Laity  Address  is  one  of  two 
major  speeches  traditionally  pre¬ 
pared  for  delivery  to  the  General 
Conference,  the  church's  highest 
legislative  body. 

The  1996  Episcopal  Address 
will  be  delivered  by  Bishop  Judith 
Craig  of  the  Ohio  West  Area.  She 
was  selected  by  the  Council  of 
Bishops. 


Communications  agency  plans  TV  ad  campaign 


By  RALPH  BAKER 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE— The  United 
Methodist  Church's  communica¬ 
tion  agency  has  voted  to  raise  the 
church’s  public  image. 

The  General  Commission  on 
Communications  approved  a 
campaign  that  includes  hiring  an 
advertising  agency  to  create  a 
series  of  paid  television  spot 
announcements  to  be  placed  on 
commercial  stations.  Cable  News 
Network  and  other  outlets. 

The  proposal  calls  for  the  spots 
to  run  during  periods  of  “height¬ 
ened  spiritual  awareness.” 


“We  think  people  are  ready  for 
some  good  news,  for  positive 
strokes  for  all  the  good  things 
United  Methodists  do  around  the 
world,"  said  the  Rev.  Judy  Weid- 
man,  the  agency's  top  staff  exec¬ 
utive.  “That  will  be  the  assign¬ 
ment  of  the  scriptwriters.” 

The  Rev.  Robert  Edgar,  presi¬ 
dent  of  United  Methodist-related 
School  of  Theology  at  Claremont 
(Calif.),  said  the  spots  would  be 
produced  “in  a  culturally  inclu¬ 
sive  way.” 

A  committee  of  commission 
members  and  staff  was  appointed 
to  monitor  the  development  of  the 


spots  to  assure  representation  of 
gender,  race  and  cultural  back¬ 
grounds. 

Dr.  Edgar  also  proposed  cre¬ 
ation  of  a  United  Methodist  Foun¬ 
dation  for  Communication. 

“In  the  next  10  years,  $3  tril¬ 
lion  will  change  hands"  from  the 
eldest  generation  to  the  genera¬ 
tion  of  today’s  children,  he  said. 
Creating  a  foundation  is  not  a 
“quick  fix”  but  will  take  15  or  20 
years  to  make  an  impact. 

The  task  will  be  to  attract  peo¬ 
ple  across  the  country  to  invest  in 
"what  we  do"  so  that  people  into 
the  21st  century  will  hear  the 


church’s  message,  Dr.  Edgar  said. 

When  the  proposal  came  to  a 
vote,  commission  members 
agreed.  They  established  a  non¬ 
profit  foundation  to  acquire  funds 
for  future  denominational  com¬ 
munications  ventures. 

In  other  actions  the  commis¬ 
sion; 

S  Endorsed  a  United 
Methodist  home  page  on  the 
Internet; 

S  Responded  to  a  request  by 
the  Korean  Advisory  Group  and 


the  church's  Korean  caucus  by 
creating  an  ad  hoc  committee  to 
explore  the  feasibility  of  having  a 
full-time  editor  for  United 
Methodist  Family,  the  Korean- 
language  program  journal; 

v  Proposed  legislation  to  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  reducing  the  com¬ 
mission’s  membership  from  40  to 
24  members  next  quadrennium; 

S  Learned  that  Peggy 
Williamson,  treasurer,  will  be 
leaving  after  18  years  of  service 
to  the  agency. 


Raising  crops,  easing  hunger 


Mutambara  Mission  in  rural 
Zimbabwe  keeps  growing — and 
feeding  people. 

This  year  the  farm  at  the  mis¬ 
sion  harvested  35  tons  of  white 
maize  to  be  ground  for  meal  and 
25  tons  of  yellow  maize  to  use  for 
animal  feed,  reported  missionar¬ 
ies  Ed  and  Betty  Lou  Furman 
Writing  in  a  recent  issue  of  The 
Voice,  the  Wyoming  Annual  Con- 
fence  edition  of  the  Reporter's  sister 
publication,  The  United  Methodist 
Review,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Furman  said 
that  the  harvest — including  a  good 


Are  your  seniors  tired  o (  p-  ^ 
crawling  over  the  HUMP? 

The  solution—  15  passen-  J  —  ’ 

ger  van  w/  an  atsJc, 
rased  roof,  electric  step. 

Call  1-800-330-3622 
Tri-State  Van  &  Bus  Sales 


UMC 

Upbeat 


crop  of  much-sought-after  toma¬ 
toes — helped  ease  the  ongoing 
effects  of  drought  in  their  region. 

“Raising  foods  at  Mutambara 
has  helped  bring  food  prices  down 
a  little  in  this  area,”  they  said. 

The  mission  farm  has  another 
big  crop — 60  dozen  eggs  laid 
daily  by  its  hens. 

"There  is  a  ready  market  for 
these  also,”  said  the  Furmans. 

Send  your  good  news  of  United 
Methodists  to  “ UMC  Upbeat," 
P.  O.  Box  6602  75  Dallas  TX  75266- 
0275  or  fax  to  214-630-0079. 


k 


AC 'TiCler  And  Associates 
Overholtzer  Pews 
Since  1952 
Fort  Worth,  Texas 
1-800-275-1607 


Consider  THE  COLUMBARIUM 
AS  THE  PLACE  OF  FINAL  REST 

Ideasfor  space&designsavailable 
Send  for  FREE  KITof  INFORMATION 
ARMENTO  LITURGICAL  ARTS 
Box  39.  BUFFALO  NY  14217-0039 
Phone  716/  875-2423  F»x  716/  875-801 1 


«  CHOIR  ROBES 

EXPERT  $OC95 
TAILORING  iCWUP 


Fines!  Fabrics  Including 
Permanent  Press  and  Wash  & 
Wear.  Superior  Quality  Free 
Color  Catalog  and  Fabric 
Swatches  on  Request. 
Guaranteed  Salt  steel  ton. 

Toll  Free 
,  1-800-826-8612 

lEGENCY 


PX).  Box  8988-  T 
Jacksonville,  Florida  32211 


CROSS  &  FLAME  PIN 

On  a  high  gloss  ebony 
background  is  imposed 
a  bright  red  flame  with 
a  shiny  metallic  gold 
cross!  The  pin  makes  a 
cherished  Christmas 
gift  to  friends  and  loved 
ones  or  can  be  used  as  an  effective  fund 
raiser.  Order  today  before  supplies  run 
out!  Special  fundraiser  rates  available.  For 
one  (1)  pin  send  $5.00  to; 

B.K.  &  Son  Enterprises  P.0.  Box  1351 
Parker,  Colorado  80134 
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FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  AND 
Children's  Ministries.  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Sweetwater,  TX.  Salary  and  benefits 
negotiable  depending  on  education  and  experi¬ 
ence.  Send  resumes  to:  Box  498,  Sweetwater,  TX 
79556.  (915)  236-6617. 


DIRECTOR  OF  SINGLE  ADULT  MINISTRY,  large 
metropolitan  church,  Responsible  for  all  aspects 
of  programming  singles  ministry.  Experience  in 
single  adull  ministry  a  prerequisite.  Send  resume: 
Karen  Spencer,  First  United  Methodist,  1928 
Ross  Ave.,  Dallas,  TX  75201. 


CHURCH  BUSINESS  ADMINISTRATOR:  Person 
experienced  in  business  or  a  professional  church 
administrator  to  conduct  the  business  affairs  for  large 
downtown  church.  Personnel  supervision.  Financial 
oversight,  administrative  responsibilities.  Degree  in 
business  or  finance;  familiarity  with  fund  accounting. 
Good  people  skills;  Christian  commitment,  United 
Methodist  background.  Salary  negotiable,  benefits 
package.  Position  description  available  upon 
request.  Send  application  and  resume  to:  Mr.  Bob 
Oldham,  First-Centenary  United  Methodist  Church, 
P.0.  Box  208,  Chattanooga,  TN  37401.  Include 
name  of  at  least  three  persons  for  confidential  refer- 
ences  as  to  professional  and  personal  qualifications. 


:retary 

Economic  Justice,  Section  of  Christian  Social 
Responsibility,  Women’s  Division,  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  (GBGM)  United  Methodist  Church. 
Located  in  Washington,  D.C.  Travel  required.  Foreign 
travel  may  also  be  involved.  Primary  responsibilities 
include:  develop  programs  with  United  Methodist 
Women  to  promote  world  understanding  between 
women  in  cooperation  with  appropriate  Divisions  of 
the  GBGM  with  international  agencies;  provide  link¬ 
ages  with  Women's  Division,  United  Methodist 
Women  and  those  organizations  whose  aim  is  to 
eliminate  poverty  and  achieve  economic  justice  for 
women;  promote  an  understanding  in  the  women's 
Division  and  in  the  GBGM  of  the  interrelatedness  of 
national  and  global  economic  concerns;  Develop  and 
assist  United  Methodist  Women  in  the  implementa¬ 
tion  of  community  economic  development  models; 
serve  as  liaison  with  groups  concerned  specifically 
with  employment  issues  of  women.  Requirements: 
membership  in  the  United  Methodist  Church  and 
United  Methodist  Women  is  desirable  but  not 
required;  knowledge  or  experience  of  United 
Methodist  Women  or  comparable  organizations  such 
as  other  denominational  women's  groups;  ability  to 
work  with  volunteers,  both  the  members  of  the 
Women's  Division  and  the  elected  leadership  of 
United  Methodist  Women;  master's  degree  or  equiv¬ 
alent  in  related  field  required;  minimum  of  five  (5) 
years  work  experience;  ability  to  speak  and  write 
dearly  and  condsely;  ability  to  relate  to  international 
organizations  and  people  in  other  countries;  ability  to 
manage  the  budget  for  work  assigned;  ability  to  relate 
to  people  of  various  cultures  and  to  interpret  their  con¬ 
cerns.  For  application  and  job  description,  please 
contact:  Human  Resources  Department,  Phone: 
(212)  870-3666  or  Fax:  (212)  870-3834  Please  refer¬ 
ence  position:  WM  12.  Equal  Opportunity  Employer. 


MINISTER  OF  WORSHIP  POSITION,  Fairview 
United  Methodist  Church,  Maryville,  Tennessee.  We 
seek  a  person  wanting  to  be  part  of  a  ministry  team 
in  a  very  exciting  location  of  ministry.  Growing  con- 

Sition  worshipping  550.  The  position  indudes 
ng  with  senior  dtizens.  Please  send  resumes 
by  December  31. 1995  to:  Fairview  UMC,  2505  Old 
Niles  Ferry  Road,  Maryville,  TN  37803. 


STAFF  POSITION  WEST  Michigan  Conference. 
Responsibilities:  new  church  development;  congre¬ 
gational  redevelopment/transformation ,  radal/ethnic 
ministries;  global  ministries;  oversight  of  Funding  for 
New  Church,  Ethnic  Ministries,  and  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  Funding  of  Local  Churches;  local  church 
consulting;  work  with  staff  in  resourcing  conference 
agendes.  Salary  negotiated  on  experience  and 
skills.  Position  open  to  laity  and  dergy.  Ethnic  per¬ 
sons  are  encouraged.  Conference  Center  is  in 
Grand  Rapids,  Michigan.  Coundf  on  Ministries  staff 
includes  Coundl  Director,  three  program  staff,  seven 
administrative  and  support  staff.  Application  deadline 
is  January  15,  1996,  Interviews  February  7,  1996. 
The  position  starts  July  1 , 1996.  Send  resumes,  with 
references,  to  David  Nelson,  P.O.  Box  6247,  Grand 
Rapids,  Ml  49516-6247,  Phone:  (616)  459-4503. 


OPEN  POSITIONS:  (TWO  AVAILABLE)  Titles: 
Executive  Secretary  for  Leadership  Education.  One 
position  located  in  New  York  City  or  Washington,  D.C. 
and  one  located  in  San  Frandsco.  Both  for  Section  on 
Membership  and  Organizational  Development, 
Women's  Division,  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries- 
United  Methodist  Church.  Responsibilities  indude: 
work  with  conference  mission  teams  on  leadership 
development  skills;  assist  conferences  in 
devetopingfimplementing  training  plans  in  such  areas 
as:  communication,  goal  setting,  conflict  resolution, 
teamwork  and  to  become  the  “trainer  of  trainers"; 
assure  multicultural  diversity,  elimination  of  radsm; 
responsible  for  regional  compliance  with  EEO  objec¬ 
tive  and  affirmative  action  goals.  Requirements:  bach¬ 
elor's  degree  or  comparable  experience;  membership 
in  United  Methodist  Church  and  United  Methodist 
Women  desired,  but  not  required;  significant  travel 
required  within  each  region;  weekend  and  evening 
meetings  often  required;  ability  to  work  effectively  with 
volunteers,  members  of  the  Women's  Division  and 
elected  leadership  of  United  Methodist  Women;  ability 
to  speak  and  write  dearly  and  condsely.  For  applica¬ 
tion  and  job  description,  please  contact:  Human 
Resources  Department,  Phone:  (212)  870-3666  or 
Fax:  (212)  870-3834.  Please  reference  position:  WM- 
13  (New  York  or  Washington,  D.C.)  WM-14  (San 
Francisco).  Equal  Opportunity  Employer. 


RESIDENT  ASSISTANT  FOR  HOSANNA  House 
to  serve  as  live-in  caregiver  for  physically  chal¬ 
lenged,  mentally  alert  young  adults  in  new  interde¬ 
nominational  ministry  in  Chattanooga,  Tennessee. 
Patterned  after  L'Arche  model,  physically  chal¬ 
lenged  men  and  women  and  live-in  caregivers, 
who  assist  with  daily  routines  and  transportation, 
reside  together  as  a  family  in  a  beautiful  10-bed¬ 
room,  fully  accessible  residence.  Training  provid¬ 
ed.  Call  or  write:  The  Rev,  David  Crippen, 
Hosanna,  PO.  Box  11483,  Chattanooga,  TN 
37401  Phone/Fax  (706)  398-2848. 
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DECEMBER  8,  1995 


General  Conference  Delegation  devel¬ 
ops  plan  for  communicating  upcoming 
issues  with  the  Annual  Conference 


The  delegation  for 
General  and  Jurisdictional 
Conference  met  on 
November  14,  1995  at 
David  Haas  Memorial 
UMC  in  Bunkie,  The 
group’s  discussion  cen¬ 
tered  on  how  to  prepare 
themselves  and  the  Annual 
Conference  for  the  upcom¬ 
ing  events. 

The  delegation  mem¬ 
bers  have  committed 
themselves  to  teams  which 
will  research  issues  to  be 
discussed  at  the  confer¬ 
ences.  These  teams  will 
inform  both  the  other  dele¬ 
gation  members  and  the 
Annual  Conference  of  the 
issues. 

Information  will  be 
communicated  via  The 


Louisiana _ United 

Methodist  Reporter  and 
hearings.  LUM  will  pub¬ 
lish  the  team  reports. 
These  reports  will  begin  in 
late  January. 

Following  the  published 
information,  interested 
individuals  will  have  an 
opportunity  to  speak  with 
the  delegation  about  the 
issues.  On  Saturday, 
March  2  a  hearing  will  be 
held  at  a  central  location 
to  be  named.  Following 
this  meeting,  other  hear¬ 
ings  will  be  held  in  major 
population  centers  such  as 
Shreveport,  Monroe, 
Alexandria,  Lake  Charles, 
Baton  Rouge  and  New 
Orleans.  A  schedule  of 
these  meetings  will  be 


published  as  soon  as  it  is 
available. 

The  delegation 

endorsed  Dr,.  Donald 
Cottrill  as  a  candidate  for 
the  episcopacy.  Six  other 
candidates  ,  from  other 
conferences  in  the  South 
Central  Jurisdiction,  are 
running  for  this  position. 
The  candidates  will  come 
to  Baton  Rouge  to  be 
interviewed  by  the  delega¬ 
tion  in  January.  One  bish¬ 
op  will  be  elected  to  fill 
the  vacancy  left  by  the 
retirement  of  Bishop 
Richard  Wilke,  Arkansas. 
This  election  will  take 
place  at  Jurisdictional 
Conference  in  July  1996. 


by  Rev.  Becky  Conner 
Jefferson  UMC,  New  Orleans 

“Children  are  our  future”  is  a 
slogan  that  we  hear  often  these 
days.  This  is  true.  It  is  so  impor¬ 
tant  for  churches  and  communi¬ 
ties  to  support  our  children  and 
to  offer  them  positive  opportuni¬ 
ties  for  building  confidence  and 
developing  skills  for  themselves. 

Several  years  ago,  two  chil¬ 
dren  in  our  neighborhood  com¬ 
mitted  suicide.  These  tragedies 
showed  the  need  in  our  neigh¬ 
borhood  for  more  outreach  to 
children.  A  college  student  who 
loves  to  be  involved  with  theater, 
Jeremy  Ashinhurst,  contacted 
the  church  about  the  possibility 
of  a  theater  group  at  the  church. 
Jefferson  United  Methodist 
Church  decided  to  try  a  new  pro¬ 
ject  by  forming  a  partnership 


Children’s  community  theater  serves  up 
results 


When  thirty-five 
parents  and  children 
came  in  a  pouring 
rainstorm,  we  knew 
that  it  was  going  to 
happen! 

Since  that  meet¬ 
ing,  the  group  has 
produced  four  plays. 

The  group  has 
divided  into  two 
production  groups, 
the  “Jefferson 
Players”  and  the 
“Rising  Stars.” 

Plays  have  been  per¬ 
formed  in  the  church  and  in  the 
local  elementary  schools.  For  the 
most  recent  production,  AN 
AMERICAN  CELEBRATION, 
a  large  auditorium  was  rented. 
Over  4000  school  children  came 
to  see  it! 

This  effort  has  taken  a  lot  of 


Members  of  the  cast  from  AN  AMERICAN  CELEBRATION. 


having  a  McDonalds  breakfast 
fund  raiser,  selling  program  ads, 
and  charging  admission. 

At  least  100  different  chil¬ 
dren,  youth,  and  adults  have 
been  involved  in  producing 
OLIVER,  RISING  STARS, 
PETER  PAN,  and  AN  AMERI¬ 


CAN  CELEBRATION.  The 
children  have  been  acting,  danc¬ 
ing,  singing,  flying,  and  laugh¬ 
ing  a  lot!  It  has  been  a  great  pro¬ 
gram,  and  we  hope  it  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  grow  and  have  a  bright 
future! 


between  the  church  and  our 
community.  We  agreed  to  work 
together  to  offer  children  the 
opportunity  to  do  theater  pro¬ 
ductions.  Plans  began  to  take 
shape  and  a  production  team  was 
formed  of  the  pastor,  Jeremy, 
Barbara  Wood,  and  Bonnie 
Thompson. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  group 
was  on  a  Sunday  afternoon  in 
August  of  1994.  This  meeting 
would  determine  if  there  was 
any  interest  in  the  community. 


hard  work  and  long  hours.  It  has 
been  a  delight  for  both  the  chil¬ 
dren  in  the  performances  and  in 
the  audiences.  In  1996,  the 
group  plans  to  have  at  least  three 
plays. 

The  theater  received  grants 
from  a  Jefferson  UMC  church 
member,  the  Urban  Ministries 
Board  of  the  New  Orleans 
District,  and  from  VISION 
2000.  Additional  funds  are 
raised  by  receiving  donations  at 
the  plays,  selling  concessions. 


Remember  the  Special  Session 
of  the  Annual  Conference 
December  9, 1995 

Please  pray  for  the  delegates  as  they 
meet  in  this  very  significant  and  his¬ 
toric  session  from  10  am  to  4  pm,  in 
Alexandria.  The  theme  for  the  day  is 
.  .  .And  the  Lord  will  place  his 
spirit  on  them. 

Numbers  11:17 


Resources  and  Planning  are 
key  to  Serving 


“What  One  Church  Can  Do" 
and  “Fifty  Nifty  Ideas  for  being 
a  Serving  Church"  are  just  two 
of  the  resources  available  to 
churches  choosing  the  serving 
workshop  at  VISION  2000.  The 
Serving  Task  force  plans  a  day 
full  of  activities. 

The  morning  will  begin  with 
a  Biblical  background  to  serving 
ministries.  The  task  force  will 


IN  MEMORIAM 


Our  prayers  go  to  the  family  and 
friends  of  the  Rev.  Maurice  D. 
Fulkerson  who  died  November  10, 
1995.  Rev.  Fulkerson,  84,  was  pre¬ 
ceded  in  death  by  his  wife,  Wessie 
Lou  Fulkerson.  He  is  survived  by 
his  children;  M.  Dale  Fulkerson, 
Jr.,  Grace  A.  Fulkerson  and  Harold 
W.  Fulkerson. 

We  also  remember  the  Rev. 
Leonard  L.  Haynes,  Jr.  Rev. 
Haynes,  72,  died  November  27. 
1995.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife, 
Mrs.  Leila  Louise  Davenport 
Haynes;  his  father,  the  Rev. 
Leonard  L.  Haynes,  Sr.;  three  chil¬ 
dren;  Leila  Anne  Haynes  Pelichet. 


present  practical  ideas  for  serv¬ 
ing  ministry  in  your  church. 
Following  the  presentation  of 
resources  participants  break  into 
groups  for  planning  time.  These 
groups  will  be  based  on  church 
size.  The  day  will  end  with  a 
swap  shop  of  ideas  from  partici¬ 
pants. 

VISION  2000, 

January  6th  -  Centenary  and 
January  20th  -  Dillard. 

Angeline  Thelma  Haynes  Kessler 
and  Dr.  Leonard  L.  Haynes  III;  six 
grandchildren  and  other  relatives 
and  friends. 

Funeral  services  were  held 
Friday,  December  1,  1995  at 
Martin  L.  Harvey  Chapel  at 
Southern  University  in  Baton 
Rouge. 

Memorials  to  honor  Rev. 
Haynes  can  be  made  to  a  scholar¬ 
ship  fund  in  his  name  for  students 
at  Southern  University  in  Baton 
Rouge  or  Houston-Tillotson 
College  in  Austin,  TX. 
Contributions  can  be  sent  to 
Haynes  Memorial  Scholarship 
Fund.  811  Arrington  Drive.  Silver 
Springs.  Maryland  20901 . 


What  Child 
is  this  and 
where  is  he 
found? 

During  this  season  of  giving, 
there  is  a  concern  that  is  heavy 
upon  my  heart. 

Far  too  many  children  in  our  nation  are  not  given  the  right  to  a 
healthy  and  loving  childhood.  Statistics  show  that  hunger, 
health,  and  an  adequate  environment  of  love  and  care  are  missing 
among  many  of  our  children.  The  number  runs  into  the  millions. 

The  beginnings  of  Methodism  centered  upon  Christians  meet¬ 
ing  together  in  small  groups  called  Classes  in  which  about  twelve 
persons  would  come  together  once  a  week  guided  by  a  class 
leader.  This  leader  had  a  clearly  defined  role: 

To  see  that  each  person  in  this  Class,  once  a  week  at  least, 
would  call  a  meeting-of  the  Class  in  order  to  receive  what  they 
were  willing  to  give  toward  the  relief  of  the  poor  and  to  advise, 
reprove,  comfort,  or  exhort  as  occasion  may  require. 

It  was  also  the  responsibility  of  the  Class  leader  to  give  to  the 
stewards  of  the  church  the  amount  received  from  the  Classes  in 
order  that  the  poor  might  receive  the  gifts  from  the  Class  mem¬ 
bers.  It  was  also  the  responsibility  of  the  Class  leader  to  keep  an 
accurate  account  of  what  each  member  has  contributed  and  to 
inform  the  minister  of  any  that  are  sick,  “that  walk  disorderly,  or 
will  not  be  reproved!” 

The  point  is  that  Methodism  began  out  of  a  combination  of 
concern  for  the  poor  and  the  mutual  care  and  support  of  the 
members.  These  two  concerns  have  always  been  the  strength  of 
the  Methodist  movement. 

We  are  in  a  new  day.  A  day  in  which  we  are  bombed  by  tele¬ 
marketing.  besieged  by  seductive  advertising,  and  blasted  by 
loud  media  telling  us  how  to  be  happy  by  consuming  more  and 
more  things. 

If  Methodism  is  to  recover  its  vitality,  I  am  convinced  it  will 
through  its  ability  to  stand  with  the  poor  and  to  hear  and  act  upon 
the  cries  of  the  oppressed. 

For  these  reasons  the  Council  of  Bishops  is  beginning  a  major 
initiative  on  children  in  poverty.  As  you  look  around  you  during 
this  season  of  giving,  I  hope  you  will  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  all  the 
slick  promotion  and  instead  search  for  a  needy,  unhealthy,  disad¬ 
vantaged,  or  abused  child  within  your  line  of  sight  and  circle  of 
relationships  and  respond  to  that  child  with  a  gift  of  personal 
love  as  well  as  a  symbolic  material  Christmas  present.  There  is 
no  better  place  to  start  than  with  our  Children  s  Homes  offering. 

The  manger-child  will  always  be  found 
in  stable  among  the  poor. 


A  Portion  Meant  For 
Others 


Editors  Note:  This  is  the  third  part  of 
our  series  on  your  apportionments,  tf 
you  would  like  more  information,  a 
brochure  on  apportionments  is  avail¬ 
able  from  your  district  and  conference 
office. 

Pastoral  Care  Fund 

At  the  heart  of  the  pastoral 
Care  Fund  is  The  Center  for 
Pastoral  Effectiveness.  It  is  a 
pioneering,  much  copied,  only- 
one-if-its-kind  model  in  our  con¬ 
nection.  It  involves  people  just 
out  of  seminary,  as  well  as  min¬ 
isters  who  have  had  ten,  twenty, 
thirty  or  more  years  experience. 

This  approach  is  not  just  a 
pastoral  care  program,  though 
care  surely  takes  place.  Nor  is  it 
just  another  continuing  educa¬ 
tion  program,  though  education 
surely  takes  place.  Nor  is  it  sim¬ 
ply  a  support  group,  though  sup¬ 
port  surely  takes  place.  Nor  is  it 
a  design  basically  to  enhance 
spiritual  formation,  though  that 
happens,  too.  In  fact,  it  is  not  a 
program  at  all.  It  is  a  PROCESS 
and  we  are  on  a  mission. 

One  minister  writes,  “The 
Center  provides  the  opportunity 
for  you  to  see  yourself,  the 
church,  and  the  world  with  new 
eyes,  sacred  eyes." 

Dr.  John  Winn,  Director 


Equitable  Compensation 

The  existence  of  the 
Equitable  Compensation  Grant 
is  the  people  of  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference  saying  to  its 
ministers,  “Go  love  the  unloved, 
serve  the  unserved,  reach  the 
unreached  and  save  the  unsaved. 
We  are  the  safety  net  assuring 
the  meeting  of  your  financial 
needs"  .  .  .  This  fund  says  that 
like  Christ,  “you  are  not  alone, 
we  are  with  you  even  unto  the 
ends  of  the  world." 

Rev.  W.  Spiller  Milton 

Pension  &  Disability  Benefits 

For  45  years,  Fred  and  I  lived 
adequately  (if  frugally)  on  80% 
of  his  salary  -  -  1 0  %  tithe;  and 
10%  savings.  .  .  .At  82, 1  cannot 
do  a  great  deal  for  Christ’s 
Kingdom  except  praying  and 
giving.  My  Pension  Fund  money 
gives  me  the  inestimable  privi¬ 
lege  of  giving. 

That  the  church,  through 
apportionment  giving  to  the 
Pension  Fund  for  Fred’s  43.5 
years  of  pastoral  service,  pro¬ 
vides  me  money  for  giving  and 
medical  security  is  a  joy  beyond 
words. 

Mrs.  Margaret  St.  Amant 
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Time  to  say  'no' 
to  harassment 
—and  mean  it! 


What  will  it  buy ?  For  some,  life 


UMR  FILE  PHOTOS 

For  the  cost  of  a  dessert,  Christians  could  pay  for  immu¬ 
nizations  for  this  Haitian  girl  and  four  of  her  friends  (see 
related  column  at  left). 


Here  is  a  laudable  example  for 
the  rest  of  the  church  to  follow: 

All  124  United  Methodist- 
related  schools,  colleges,  univer¬ 
sities  and  seminaries  have  adopt¬ 
ed  policies  against  sexual  harass¬ 
ment,  according  to  the  church’s 
division  of  higher  education. 

By  contrast,  according  to  the 
United  Methodist  General  Com¬ 
mission  on  the  Status  and  Role  of 
Women,  13  of  the  church’s  69 
regional  annual  conferences  have 
not  adopted  such  policies. 

The  commission  which  moni¬ 
tors  women's  issues  wants  to 
infuse  this  subject  even  more 
deeply  into  the  church.  It  is  ask¬ 
ing  the  1996  General  Conference, 
the  church’s  top  legislative  body, 
to  approve  a  resolution  calling  for 
each  local  church,  annual  confer¬ 
ence,  general  agency.  United 
Methodist-related  educational 
institution  and  benevolent  care 
institution  to  enact  a  policy  on 
sexual  harassment  and  abuse. 

We  support  this  request  as  a 
witness  to  the  church’s  high  stan¬ 
dard  of  Christian  social  ethics.  If 
our  124  schools,  colleges,  univer¬ 
sities  and  seminaries  can  comply 
with  such  a  request,  so  can  all  of 
our  69  regional  conferences  and, 
eventually,  most  if  not  all  of  our 
35,000  churches. 

Congregational,  district  and 
annual  conference  structures  and 
leaders  are  just  as  vulnerable  to 
the  danger  of  sexual  misconduct 


The  United  Methodist  General 
Commission  on  the  Status  and  Role 
of  Women  recently  shared  some 
encouraging  statistics  about 
progress  made  toward  elimination 
of  sexual  harassment  in  the  church. 

Here  are  some  results  from  the 
implementation  of  sexual  harass¬ 
ment  policies  by  the  church  and 
many  of  its  related  institutions  (see 
related  editorial  above): 

■  50  out  of  69  regional  admin- 
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allegations  as  are  college  admin¬ 
istrators,  faculty  and  staff — and 
the  church  is  just  as  vulnerable  to 
legal  action  in  the  case  of  actual 
misconduct. 

A  sexual  harassment  policy 
sends  two  distinct  messages:  . 

First,  it  states  boldly  that  the 
church  is  serious  about  a  high  stan¬ 
dard  of  behavior  and  will  not  toler¬ 
ate  sexual  harassment  in  any  form. 

Second,  in  the  event  of  a  civil 
suit  or  criminal  charges,  having  a 
policy  in  place  will  show  courts 
that  the  church  has  accepted  its 
responsibility — which  some  legal 
rulings  have  cited  as  greater  than 
that  of  most  of  society — to  speci¬ 
fy  and  uphold  appropriate  sexual 
conduct. 

Sexual  harassment  may  never 
be  eliminated  from  the  church. 
However,  by  adopting  and 
enforcing  sexual  harassment  poli¬ 
cies,  the  church  can  provide  a 
safer  working  environment  for  all 
its  employees  and  volunteers. 

Ultimately,  the  church  must 
answer  to  a  higher  authority  in 
regards  to  the  conduct — sexual 
and  otherwise — of  its  members 
and  leaders.  The  cornerstone  of 
any  church-adopted  policies 
should  be  the  words  of  the  One 
who  said  that  we  are  to  treat  others 
as  we  ourselves  wish  to  be  treated. 


istrative  cabinets  have  been  edu¬ 
cated  in  sexual  misconduct  policy; 

■  52  regional  conferences 
have  had  sexual  misconduct 
workshops  for  clergy  and 

■  25  regional  conferences 
have  had  sexual  misconduct 
workshops  for  laity. 

It  isn’t  a  pretty  subject,  but  it  is 
vital  to  discuss  it  and  to  move 
beyond  discussion  to  policy 
action  and  implementation. 


By  MEL  WEST 

What  is  the  price  of  a  cup  of 
coffee,  or  a  can  of  soft  drink,  or 
a  candy  bar? 

The  price  of  each  of  those  is 
that  a  malnourished  child,  some¬ 
place  in  the  world,  will  go  hun¬ 
gry  if  we  choose  to  spend  that 
portion  of  a  dollar  for  ourselves 
instead  of  sending  it  to  provide 
that  child  with  a  day’s  meals.  We 
can  choose  to  buy  a  tasty,  but 
usually  not  needed  (and  ften 
harmful)  item  for  ourselves  or  we 
can  choose  to  feed  a  hungry 
child.  It  is  that  simple!! 

The  most  important  lesson  in 
Christian  stewardship  that  any 
serious  Christian  can  learn  was 
taught  to  me  by  a  retired  school¬ 
teacher  some  years  ago. 

I  had  just  returned  from  a  visit 
to  the  work  of  Church  World  Ser¬ 
vice  in  Central  America — 
Nicaragua,  Guatemala,  and  Hon¬ 
duras.  Faith  United  Methodist 
Church  in  St.  Charles,  Mo.,  had 
asked  me  to  do  the  usual  pot- 
luck-dinner  slide  show. 

The  cost  of  a  well 

During  the  presentation  I 
showed  a  slide  of  two  young  girls 
standing  knee  deep  in  a  hog  pond 
in  Honduras  (three  hogs  scooted 
out  of  the  way  as  I  stopped  to  take 
the  photo)  pushing  back  the  scum 
to  get  water  to  carry  to  their 
homes  a  couple  of  miles  away. 

Then  I  showed  a  slide  of  the 
next  village  at  which  we  stopped 
and  the  deep  well  that  Church 
World  Service  had  drilled  there. 
Six  girls  were  gathered  around 
the  cement  well-curb,  pumping 
out  cool,  clean  water  to  carry  to 
their  homes  nearby.  It  was  an 
attention-getting  contrast  show¬ 
ing  the  ministry  of  our  church. 

After  the  presentation  a  retired 
school  teacher  came  up  and  asked, 
“Mel,  what  does  a  well  cost?" 

“About  a  thousand  dollars,"  I 
told  her. 

Her  response  was,  “You  will 
have  a  check  for  a  thousand  in  the 
mail  tomorrow.  I  was  planning  to 
go  to  Hawaii  on  a  two  week  vaca¬ 
tion,  and  I’ve  paid  a  down  pay¬ 
ment  which  I  will  lose —  but  I 
think  it  is  more  important  for  me 
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to  stay  at  home  and  think  about 
people  drinking  cool,  clean  water 
than  it  is  for  me  to  go  to  Hawaii.” 

Her  check  came.  It  drilled  a 
well  for  the  village  of  El  Roble- 
gal  in  the  Dominican  Republic.  I 
shall  never  forget  the  steward¬ 
ship  lesson  she  taught  me,  and  it 
has  blessed  me  ever  since. 

I  now  measure  the  cost  of 
things  differently.  For  this  retired 
teacher  the  cost  of  her  planned 
trip  to  Hawaii  was  just  too  high. 
It  would  force  a  village  of  people 
to  continue  to  drink  foul  water, 
carried  a  great  distance  by  hand. 

For  six  years  I  served  on  the 
board  of  Habitat  for  Humanity 
International.  As  we  planned 
budgets  and  programs  the  ques¬ 
tion  was  frequently  asked  as  a 
proposal  costing  money  was  laid 
on  the  table,  “How  many  houses 
will  it  build?”  It  changed  our  way 
of  doing  business. 

If  we  only  would 

If  we  only  would  (and  some 
do)  we  could: 

•/  Skip  that  dessert  in  the 
restaurant  and  provide  immuniza¬ 
tions  for  five  children  in  Africa; 

✓  Not  buy  that  extra  pair  of 
shoes  and  send  a  child  to  school 
for  a  year  in  Nicaragua; 

^  Ignore  the  desire  to  buy  that 
jacket  that  would  crowd  our  clos¬ 
et  and  send  a  goat  to  a  needy  fam¬ 
ily  through  Heifer  Project; 

✓  Not  add  that  bathroom  we 
could  really  get  along  without 
and  build  an  entire  house  (or  two 
or  three)  for  families  in 
Guatemala  living  in  dumps; 

v'  Stay  home  and  enjoy  fami¬ 
ly  life  for  an  evening  instead  of 
going  out  and  provide  desperate¬ 
ly  needed  hospital  care  for  a  per¬ 


son  in  the  squatter  settlement  of 
‘The  City  Soled”  in  Haiti. 

The  list  goes  on. 

If  only  we  would  (and  some 
do)  remember  the  options  as  we 
spend  our  money,  it  could  be  a 
different  world. 

The  real  question  is  not,  “Can 
I  afford  this?”  The  real  question 
is,  “As  a  moral  and  Christian  per¬ 
son,  do  I  need  this  worse  than  my 


sisters  and  brothers  in  need?” 

“My  Witness”  is  a  column  for 
readers  to  share  their  experiences  of 
Christian  faith.  Submissions  should 
be  a  maximum  of  two  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages,  accompanied  by  a 
recent  photograph  and  the  name  of 
the  author's  church.  Send  to  "My 
Witness,”  UMR.  P.O.  Box  660275, 
Dallas,  TX  75266-0275. 


Some  encouraging  numbers 


giving  points  UMC  in  right  direction 


Editorial  on 

The  editorial  in  the  Nov.  10 
issue  of  the  Reporter  titled  “Giv¬ 
ing  report  gives  something  to  pon¬ 
der"  ought  to  be  required  reading 
for  every  pastor  and  charge  con¬ 
ference  member  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church. 

Perhaps  the  implications  might 
help  stem  the  erosion  of  financial 
support  affecting  so  many  local 
conferences. 

It’s  a  sad  commentary  of  unbe¬ 
lief  in  God’s  promises  when  pas¬ 
tors  stand  in  the  annual  conference 
session  and  announce  that  “my 
people  are  too  poor  to  give.” 

If  the  truth  were  known,  far  too 
many  of  the  people  have  not  been 
inspired,  informed  or  given  the 
opportunity  to  give  at  least  a  tithe 
of  what  God  has  given  for  their 
use.  How  many  local  congrega¬ 
tions  are  given  the  opportunity  to 
tithe  by  pastors  who  personally 
tithe,  know  and  experience  the 
fulfillment  of  God’s  promises  in 
their  own  lives? 


Letters 
to  the  Editor 

Something  is  inherently 
wrong — perhaps  even  demonic — 
when  the  church  surrenders 
meekly  to  the  siren  call  of  our 
materialistic  and  secular  society. 
How  can  we  be  satisfied  to  main¬ 
tain  the  status  quo  or  retreat  when 
the  record  for  giving  in  The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  averages 
less  than  3  cents  out  of  a  dollar? 

The  fastest  growing  congrega¬ 
tions  in  America  today  are  those 
that  strongly  encourage  every 
member  to  give  at  least  the  mini¬ 
mum  of  a  tithe.  Your  editorial  points 
the  UMC  in  the  right  direction. 
Daniel  L.  Shearer 
Lancaster,  Pennsylvania 

Trend  to  exclusivity 

The  decision  to  move  the  offices 


of  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  to  Reston,  Va.,  is  indica¬ 
tive  of  an  alarming  and  increasing 
trend  towards  exclusivity  in  The 
United  Methodist  Church. 

The  decision-makers  appear  to 
have  intentionally  excluded  from 
consideration  the  opinions  of 
those  who  originally  called  for  the 
move  from  New  York  in  order  to 
hold  down  costs  and  hold  the 
board  more  accountable  (see 
UMR,  Nov.  17). 

Closed-mindedness,  theologi¬ 
cal  arrogance  and  exclusivity  are 
perhaps  most  often  identified  with 
conservatives  (especially  by  non¬ 
conservatives),  but  the  Global 
Ministries  site  selection  decision 
proves  that  non-conservatives  are 
eminently  capable  of  the  same. 

The  Methodist  church  I  grew 
up  in  was  Inclusive,  and  it  should 
remain  so.  No  matter  how  much 
we  disagree,  we  are  all  United 
Methodists. 

As  long  as  our  hearts  are  the 


same,  the  church  is  large  enough 
and  grace-filled  enough  to  hold  us 
all,  along  with  whatever  theolog¬ 
ical  baggage  we  carry. 

We  must  stop  yelling  at  each 
othdr,  or  worse,  ignoring  each 
other  and  sit  down  together  to  talk 
as  fellow  Christian  sinners,  saved 
by  the  same  grace. 

No  one — conservatives,  liber¬ 
als  or  otherwise — holds  a  monop¬ 
oly  on  what  is  true  or  right,  or  on 
grace  for  that  matter.  It’s  time  we 
all  stopped  acting  as  if  we  do. 

Jay  Sowell 

Laguna  Hills,  California 

They  hit  the  nail 

The  article  by  M.  Philip  Susag 
and  comments  in  Letters  to  the  Edi¬ 
tor  seem  to  hit  the  nail  squarely  on 
the  head  regarding  the  proposed 
move  of  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  from  New  York 
to  Reston,  Va.  (see  UMR.  Nov.  17) 

There  are  considerable  num¬ 
bers  of  local  churches  that  have 
cut  or  reduced  local  programs  in 
an  effort  to  maintain  somewhat  of 
a  balanced  budget. 

Many  have  found  it  difficult  to 
pay  even  a  small  portion  of  the 
apportionments  that  keep  going  up 
each  year. 

To  add  an  additional  charge  to 
the  local  church  for  such  a  ques¬ 
tionable  move  is  just  one  more  rea¬ 
son  for  potential  new  members  to 
feel  that  they  cannot  afford  to 
financially  support  the  church  to 
the  extent  that  is  required. 

Now  is  the  time  for  financial 
responsibility.  Provide  funding 
for  outreach  programs  that  will 
benefit  those  most  in  need. 

You  will  find  that  these  are  the 
programs  that  the  local  churches 
will  most  be  able  to  support. 

Russell  Rawley 
Waverly,  New  York 

Address  letters  for  publication 
to  “ Letters  to  the  Editor."  Include 
your  full  name,  address  and  tele¬ 
phone  number: 

By  mail  to  P.O.  Box  660275, 
Dallas, TX  75266-0275 
By  fax  to  214-630-0079 

By  E-mail:  EcuNet:  mailbox 
UMR:  CompuServe:  76113,662: 
Internet :  7 6113. 662  @  Com¬ 
puServe,  com 


Sayings 

“It  does  seem  that  when  we 
get  close  to  being  better,  evil 
attacks.  And  that  attack  comes 
from  our  blind  side  and  in  such  a 
way  as  to  challenge  our  important 
relationships  and  most  profound 
beliefs.  I  suppose  we  should  not 


be  surprised  by  such  events.  Jesus 
warned  us  that  the  transformation 
he  brings  divides  families.” 

— The  Rev.  David  Oren- 
dorff,  pastor  of  St  Paul’s  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  Hele¬ 
na,  Mont 


For  Heaven's  Sake 


By  Mike  Morgan 


S OWE-  OF  THE 
OTHER  CHOIR 
MEMBERS  SAY 
MY  SOPRANO 
IS  A  LITTLE 
SHRILL  AND* 
SCREECHY 


.PIP  YOU  THINK 
SO,  MISTER 
DIRECTOR  ? 
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Please  recycle. 
We  do! 


"  It  was  hard, 
but  exhilarating . . . 
We  relied  a  lot 
on  each  other 
and  on  our  faith.  H 

Dr.  Jeffery  Sanders, 
speaking  upon  his  return 
from  his  work  with 
Rwandan  refugees  in 
Goma,  Zaire. 

Order 

Volunteers 
In  Mission  1995 


$5.00  (H2509) 


A  48-page  magazine  published  by  New  World  Outlook 
Available  mid-October 


Over  20  volunteers  gave  their  own  exciting  firsthand 
reports  of  VIM  experiences  In  Russia,  Asia,  Africa,  the 
Middle  East,  the  Caribbean,  Latin  America,  and  the 
United  States. 

(  )  Check  or  money  order  enclosed  (  )  Enclosed  gift  card  (  )  Bill  me  later. 
Send  to:  Service  Center,  7820  Reading  Rood,  Caller  No.  1800, 

Cincinnati,  OH  45222-1800.  (1-800-305-9857) 


Image 


People’s  judgments  are  often  based  on  what 
they  see  or  perceive.  A  professionally  published 
national  newspaper  with  you  as  front  page  news 
enhances  the  image  of  your  local  congregation. 

This  Is  An  Opportunity  You  Need  To  Investigate  Now! 
Compare  Your  Costs  and  UMR  Investment  Today! 


Cali  Us  Now! 

Kay  Fielder 
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Faith  in  the  world 
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Faith  Watch 

From  news  and  staff  reports 

\ _  J 


OUT  OF  EXISTENCE: 

Responding  to  congregations' 
advice  that  the  church  streamline 
its  structures  and  minimize 
bureaucracy,  the  board  of  direc¬ 
tors  of  the  Church  Finance 
Council  of  the  Christian  Church 
(Disciples  of  Christ)  recently 
unanimously  voted  itself  out  of 
existence.  Its  work  will  be  folded 
into  the  denomination’s  adminis¬ 
trative  committee,  saving  $30,000. 

HOBBS  DEAD  AT  88:  One  of 

the  Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion's  best-known  figures,  Her- 
schel  H.  Hobbs,  died  Nov.  28  in 
an  Oklahoma  City  hospital  at 
age  88.  A  former  president  of  the 
convention.  Dr.  Hobbs  is  proba¬ 
bly  best  known  as  chairman  of 
the  24-member  committee  that 
drafted  a  statement  of  Baptist 
beliefs  known  as  the  1963  Bap¬ 
tist  Faith  and  Message.  It 
remains  a  foundational  guideline 
of  beliefs  undergirding  the  SBC 
and  its  agencies. 

PEACE  MISSION:  Two  United 
Methodist  leaders  traveled  to  Ire¬ 
land  with  President  Bill  Clinton 
last  week  on  his  four-day  peace 
mission.  They  are  the  Rev.  Thom 
White  Wolf  Fassett,  general  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society,  and  Bishop 
Melvin  G.  Talbert,  president  of 
the  National  Council  of  the 
Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A. 

OK  TO  COCU:  The  Christian 
Church  (Disciples  of  Christ) 
recently  became  the  fifth 
denomination  to  approve  a 
proposal  from  the  Consultation 
on  Church  Union.  The  proposal 
calls  for  churches  to  recognize 
each  others' baptisms  and  min¬ 
istries. 

FRENCH  BOYCOTT:  The 
Rev.  Thom  White  Wolf  Fassett, 

United  Methodist  General  Board 
of  Church  and  Society  chief 
executive,  has  called  on  the 
church  to  boycott  French  prod¬ 
ucts  until  the  French  govern¬ 
ment  ceases  its  testing  of 
nuclear  weapons  in  the  South 
Pacific.  Dr.  Fassett  claims  that 
such  tests  “threaten  the  peoples 
of  the  South  Pacific,  destroy  deli¬ 
cate  ecosystems  and  encourage 
nuclear  proliferation.” 

BUILD  COMMUNITY:  The 

1.5-million  United  Church  of 
Christ  members  are  being 
called  upon  to  support  “the 
establishment  of  just  and  com¬ 
passionate  political  communi¬ 
ty”  by  getting  involved  in  1996 
elections.  The  church's  social 
action  board  said  “Christians 
from  the  radical  right . .  .  have 
mounted  an  assault  upon  the 
poor  and  marginalized  and  an 
assault  upon  the  concept  of  gov¬ 
ernment  for  the  common  good.” 

AID  SENT:  To  help  the  Philip¬ 
pines  recover  from  typhoon 
Angelea,  which  left  at  least  700 
people  dead,  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
has  sent  a  $20,000  grant  for 
humanitarian  assistance.  Bishop 
Emerito  Nacpil  of  the  church’s 
Manila  Area  reported  extensive 
property  destruction  and  dam¬ 
age  to  crops  by  strong  winds 
and  flood  waters. 

GROUNDBREAKING:  Faith 
Housing  Corporation,  an  out¬ 
reach  ministry  of  the  predomi¬ 
nately  African-American  Faith 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Los 
Angeles,  recently  broke  ground 
for  Umoja — House  of  Unity,  a 
30-unit  apartment  building  in 
Los  Angeles. 

NIGERIA  CONDEMNED: 

Church  leaders  in  Africa  and 
Europe  have  condemned  the 
Nigerian  government’s  executions 
of  noted  writer  and  environmen¬ 
talist  Ken  Saro-Wiwa  and  eight 
other  human-rights  activists. 

PROTEST  TAIWAN:  National 
Councils  of  Churches  in  Taiwan 
and  the  United  States  have 
protested  Taiwanese  president 
Lee  Teng  Hui's  refusal  to  allow 
Kenichi  Otsu,  general  secretary 
of  the  National  Christian  Council 
in  Japan,  to  attend  a  church  con¬ 
sultation  in  Taipei. 
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UM-related 
colleges  take 
to  the  Internet 


It's  a  brave 

From  news  reports 

If  the  computer  prowess  of  col¬ 
lege  students  stuns  and  amazes 
older  folks  (see  related  articles 
above),  some  Texas  toddlers  may 
amaze  them  even  more. 

At  a  United  Methodist  pre¬ 
school  in  a  small  East  Texas  town — 
Newton,  population  1 ,885 — 3-  and 
4-year-olds  run  advanced  educa¬ 
tional  programs  all  by  themselves. 

Although  these  children  cannot 
read  or  write,  much  less  type  on  a 
keyboard,  they  drive  their  power 
Pentium  computer  with  a  mouse 
through  on-screen  pictures  and 
receive  verbal  instructions  from 
the  computer. 

Talk  of  the  town 

“We're  the  talk  of  the  town!  It's 
absolutely  unbelievable  what 
these  kids  can  do,”  says  Dolores 
Tyler,  wife  of  the  Rev.  John  Tyler, 
pastor  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church  which  runs  the  school. 

The  congregation  selected  My 
First  Encyclopedia  and  Explo- 
rapedia  as  the  foundation  for  the 
children’s  computer  learning. 

The  children,  who  think  it’s  a 
game,  explore  the  encyclopedia 
as  a  tree  house.  The  computer 
mouse  lets  them  climb  up  or 


PHOTO  COURTESY  OF  EMORY  UNIVERSITY 

ATLANTA— Students  gather  around  a  terminal  in  one  of  the  computer  laboratories  at  United 
Methodist-related  Emory  University.  Electronic  information  access  is  now  available  to  stu¬ 
dents  in  their  dorm  rooms  as  well  at  many  United  Methodist  colleges  and  universities  (see 
stories  below  and  at  right). 


Church-related  universities  are 
' wired  to  the  world '  these  days 


Here  is  how  some  United 
Methodist-related  colleges  and 
universities  are  meeting  the  com¬ 
puting  needs  of  their  students: 

Drew  University  in  Madison, 
N.J.,  provides  every  entering  stu¬ 
dent  with  a  laptop  computer,  a 
color  monitor,  a  printer  and  a 
dorm  room  connection  to  the 
campus  computer  system  and  to 
the  Internet.  The  hardware  cost  is 
included  in  the  tuition. 

As  Shannon  Brennan  of  Ran- 
dolph-Macon  Women’s  College 
put  it,  students  and  faculty  are 
“wired  to  the  world.” 

Ms.  Brennan  is  assistant  direc¬ 
tor  of  media  relations  for  the  730- 
student  college  in  Lynchburg,  Va. 

Randoph-Macon  doesn’t  pre¬ 
sent  its  students  with  personal 
computers  as  Drew  does,  Ms. 
Brennan  said,  but  “students  have 
incredible  access”  through  com¬ 
puter  hook  ups  in  the  dorm  rooms 
and  computers  in  labs  available  to 
students  24  hours  a  day. 

Through  the  Internet,  students 
can  look  at  art  work  in  the  Louvre, 
monitor  prices  on  the  stock  market, 
read  the  new  constitution  of  South 
Africa  and  respond  to  job 
announcements,  Ms.  Brennan  said. 

American  University  in 
Washington,  D.C.,  provides  dorm 
hookups,  numerous  labs  or  clus¬ 
ters  of  computers  available  to  stu¬ 
dents,  electronic  mail  between 
faculty  and  students,  access  to  the 
Internet  and  access  to  the  school’s 
mainframe  computer  for  large 


"Students  have 
incredible  access"  to 
computers  and 
information  networks 
at  many  colleges. 

—Shannon  Brennan 


data  analysis  projects. 

Historically  black  Dillard 
University  in  New  Orleans  does 
not  have  dorm  hookups  but  does 
provide  clusters  of  speedy  IBM 
and  Apple  computers  available  to 
students  seven  days  a  week. 

Syracuse  (N.Y.)  University 
with  4,500  students  provides  16 
public  clusters  of  computers,  one 
of  which  is  open  24  hours  a  day  7 
days  a  week.  Five  residence  halls 
are  “wired”  for  personal  comput¬ 
ers  and  at  least  one  additional  hall 
is  being  “wired”  each  year,  much 
like  a  home  is  “wired”  for  cable  TV. 

At  Syracuse,  it’s  not  so  much  a 
question  of  whether  a  student 
should  have  a  personal  computer, 
it’s  which  computer  will  meet  the 
needs  of  a  particular  student’s 
course  work.  Parents  and  students 
are  given  several  sheets  of  paper 
outlining  computer  requirements 
for  each  college  on  campus — 
from  Architecture  to  Visual  and 
Performing  Arts. 

At  The  University  of  Puget 
Sound  in  Tacoma,  Wash.,  stu¬ 
dents  enjoy  free  use  of  some  100 
IBM-compatible  or  Apple  person¬ 
al  computers  and  laser  printers  in 


clusters  around  campus.  They  can 
find  300  additional  computers  in 
labs  or  work  stations  in  almost 
every  academic  department. 

The  university  has  also 
installed  computer  rooms  in  most 
residence  halls  on  campus.  Stu¬ 
dents  have  free  e-mail  and  voice 
mail  in  their  rooms. 

Hendrix  College  in  Conway, 
Ark.,  has  been  working  10  hours  a 
day,  6  days  a  week  since  last  sum¬ 
mer  to  install  fiber  optic  cable  to 
nearly  every  campus  building, 
wiring  all  faculty  offices  and  class¬ 
rooms  to  prepare  the  campus  for  full 
computer  access.  Student  rooms 
will  be  hooked  up  in  January. 

Southern  Methodist  Univer¬ 
sity  in  Dallas  has  been  preparing 
for  full  campus  computer  access 
for  five  years  in  a  program  called 
“Pegasus.” 

Students  on  and  off  campus 
will  have  high  speed  access  to 
Internet.  Much  of  that  capability 
is  available  now. 

George  Chrisman,  assistant 
vice  president  for  information 
technology  for  SMU,  said  that  a 
computer  program  that  allows  stu¬ 
dents  to  add  or  drop  classes  elec¬ 
tronically  was  used  by  1,800  stu¬ 
dents  for  20,000  transactions  in  the 
first  two  months  of  operation. 

Eventually  SMU  students  will 
access  the  library,  grades,  class 
schedules,  transcripts,  business 
office  information,  and  register 
for  classes  by  computer. 

-DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 


new  computer  world  for  kids  at  Newton  UMC 


NEWTON,  Texas— Youngsters  in  the  day  care  program  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church  take  turns  at  the  computer  explor¬ 


ing  "My  First  Encyclopedia." 

down  the  tree,  which  is  full  of 
rooms  to  enter  and  things  to 
explore. 

As  they  explore,  miniature 


videos  pop  up  on  the  screen  to 
explain  facts  and  concepts. 

When  a  fact  is  shown  or  a  con¬ 
cept  explained,  a  single  word  is 


displayed  to  help  students  learn  to 
read. 

Explorcipedici  is  about  nature. 
The  children  explore  planet  Earth 
to  leam  about  plants,  animals  and 
weather. 

The  program  is  almost  com¬ 
pletely  picture  and  mouse  driven, 
but  the  children  are  required  to 
type  their  own  name  and  to  read  a 
few  simple  words,  such  as 
“quit” — the  command  to  sign  off 
the  computer. 

By  the  time  the  children  begin 
kindergarten,  the  current  3-year- 
olds  will  have  had  two  years  of 
computer  experience,  explored 
two  full  encyclopedias,  will  have 
seen  hundreds  of  words  and  have 
read  some  simple  words. 

Members  of  the  United 
Methodist  congregation  attribute 
the  program's  success  to  both 
technology  and  good  luck. 

Mr.  Tyler  obtained  a  small 
financial  grant  and  asked  a  new 
member  of  his  congregation, 
James  Hurst,  to  take  a  look  at  what 
could  be  done  with  the  school's 
computers. 

Mr.  Hurst  had  just  moved  to 
Newton,  his  home  town,  after  25 
years  of  pioneering  cutting  edge, 
large-scale  IBM  computer  instal¬ 


lations  in  Los  Angeles. 

Mr.  Hurst  quickly  reported 
how  the  computer  environment 
should  be  set  up,  and  the  congre¬ 
gation  approved  the  plan. 

The  right  combination  of  com¬ 
puter  hardware,  programs,  church 
leadership,  money  and  expertise 
were  all  available. 

System  run  by  3-year-olds 

Within  days,  the  entire  system 
was  running  and  being  driven  by 
3  and  4-year-olds. 

Mr.  Hurst  puts  the  Newton  exper¬ 
iment  into  a  broader  perspective. 

“For  several  years  now,”  Mr. 
Hurst  said,  “computer  experts 
have  been  predicting  that  the  wide 
distribution  of  personal  comput¬ 
ers  would  change  the  flow  of 
information,  technology  break¬ 
throughs  and  economic  power.  It 
seems  the  future  is  here. 

“Not  long  ago  computer-use 
breakthroughs  were  confined  to 
cities  like  Los  Angeles,  New  York 
and  Dallas.  In  a  world  besieged  by 
bad  news,  one  ray  of  sunshine  is 
the  3-year-old  children  in  tiny 
Newton  can  pioneer  a  better  way 
of  life  for  all  Americans,”  Mr. 
Hurst  concluded. 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

If  you  are  an  average  United 
Methodist  who  attended  college 
decades  ago,  you  may  look  at  the 
recent  computer  explosion  on  col¬ 
lege  campuses  with  wonder  and 
amazement. 

Consider  the  way  it  was  with 
the  way  it  is  now  on  some  United 
Methodist-related  colleges  and 
universities. 

Christmas  1955 

You  run  through  the  freezing 
rain  to  deliver  a  sodden  term 
paper  to  your  professor’s  office. 
You  are  late  because  you  rubbed 
a  hole  in  one  page  with  your  eras¬ 
er  and  you  had  to  retype  it  on  one 
of  the  library’s  typewriters. 

Then  you  run  back  to  the  dorm 
to  stand  in  line  for  the  phone  at  the 
end  of  the  hall  so  you  can  call 
home. 

In  the  lounge,  a  group  of  stu¬ 
dents  is  watching  the  dorm’s  one 
television  set. 

Christmas  1995 

You  sit  in  your  dorm  room  in 
front  of  your  laptop  computer 
which  is  wired  directly  into  the 
college’s  extensive  computer  net¬ 
work.  With  a  click  of  your  fingers, 
zap,  your  term  paper  is  delivered 
electronically  from  your  comput¬ 
er  to  your  professor’s. 

While  you’re  at  it,  you  click  a 
few  times  to  see  if  a  book  you  want 
is  available  at  the  library,  read  some 
professors’  comments  on  some  of 
your  work,  change  your  airline 
reservations  to  a  later  flight,  regis¬ 
ter  for  classes  in  the  Spring  and 
check  on  the  time  the  college  choir 
is  performing  that  night. 

Then  .  .  .  tap,  tap,  tap,  zap  .  .  . 
you  send  a  free  electronic  mes¬ 
sage  to  all  your  friends  anywhere 
in  the  world  to  wish  them  a  merry 
Christmas. 

While  you  are  trying  to  decide 
among  some  27  channels  avail¬ 
able  on  your  cable  TV,  your  pri¬ 
vate  phone  rings. 

“Hi,  Mom!” 

Sound  like  the  height  of  luxu¬ 
ry  or  even  fantasy?  Many  United 
Methodist-related  colleges  from 
coast  to  coast  consider  extensive 
computer  connections  between 


"Nearly  everyone 
misjudged  the  speed  of 
the  [computer]  train." 
—Kenneth  C.  Green 

student,  faculty,  library  and  the 
wide  world  of  information  an 
absolute  necessity. 

The  Dec.  1  issue  of  The  Chron¬ 
icle  of  Higher  Education  reports 
that  the  nation’s  colleges  and  uni¬ 
versities  are  overwhelmed  with 
the  demand  of  increasingly  com¬ 
puter-savvy  students  and  faculty. 

Clusters  or  labs  of  computers 
dotting  the  campus  can  no  longer 
meet  the  demand.  Angry  students 
sometimes  stand  in  line  for  hours 
waiting  to  use  a  computer  to  pre¬ 
pare  a  paper  for  a  class. 

Many  college  administrators 
struggled  to  meet  the  demand 
before  the  onslaught  began.  But, 
The  Chronicle  of  Higher  Educa¬ 
tion  reports,  “nearly  everyone  mis¬ 
judged  the  speed  of  the  train,” 
according  to  Kenneth  C.  Green,  a 
visiting  scholar  with  Claremont 
(Calif.)  Graduate  School  who  con¬ 
ducts  an  annual  survey  of  desktop 
computing  in  higher  education. 

The  Chronicle,  one  of  the  most 
respected  journals  in  the  education 
profession,  lists  United  Methodist- 
related  Emory  University  with 
Yale  as  among  the  vanguard  of 
schools  who  are  meeting  the 
demand  by  wiring  dorm  rooms 
with  individual  hookups  to  the 
school’s  network  of  computers. 

While  not  every  school  among 
the  100-plus  United  Methodist- 
related  colleges  and  universities 
has  dorm  rooms  wired  into  the 
campus  computer  system,  a  tele¬ 
phone  survey  of  20  schools  reveals 
that  many  are  moving  in  that  direc¬ 
tion  and  providing  major  comput¬ 
ing  services  to  their  students. 

Free  connection  to  the  Inter¬ 
net — a  worldwide  computer  sys¬ 
tem  linking  300  million  people — 
is  common,  say  officials  at  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist-related  schools. 

Internet  allows  students,  facul¬ 
ty  and  staff  to  communicate  with 
colleagues  and  databases  around 
the  world  (see  related  story  at 
left),  not  to  mention  their  friends 
whom  they  may  want  to  wish 
“Merry  Christmas.” 


Second  Sunday  of  Advent 

(Lectionary  Year  A) 


“...John  the  Baptist 
appeared  ...pro¬ 
claiming,  'Repent, 
for  the  kingdom  of 
heaven  has  come 
near.”' 

Matthew  3:1-2 


Isaiah  11:1-10 
Psalm  72:1-7,18-19 
Romans  15:4-13 
Matthew  3:1-12 


So  what  will  we  spend  our  money  on  this  Christmas?  Dessert 
at  a  fancy  restaurant  or  vaccinations  for  children  in  Haiti, 
Africa  or  Central  America?  See  "My  Witness"  on  Page  2. 


The  Children's  Village  for  refugees  is  still  operating  in 
Zaire,  but  the  church's  missions  board  has  halted  its  vol¬ 
unteer  program  there  because  of  political  unrest.  See  the 
story  on  Page  4. 
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Agency  head  calls  for  churchwide 
boycott  of  all  French  products 


Faith 

Connections 

from  news  and  staff  reports  y 

TREASURER  ELECTED:  The 
United  Methodist  General 
Council  on  Finance  and  Admin¬ 
istration  elected  Sandra  Kelley 
l.ackore  on  Nov.  29  to  head  its 
55-member  staff,  headquartered 
in  Evanston,  Ill.  The  first  woman 
chosen  for  the  position,  she  suc¬ 
ceeds  the  Rev.  Clifford  Droke, 
who  will  leave  the  council  Dec. 

31  to  join  the  National  Council  of 
the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the 
U.S.A.  staff  in  New  York. 

HALL  OF  FAME: 

Four  names  were  added  recent¬ 
ly  to  the  United  Methodist 
Communicators  Hall  of  Fame. 
They  are  the  Rev.  David  Bridell, 
retired  director  of  Intermedia,  an 
arm  of  the  National  Council  of 
the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the 
U  S  A.;  John  G.  Goodwin,  a 
photographer  on  disability  leave 
from  the  churchwide  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries;  the 
late  Rev.  Emory  Stevens  Bucke, 
book  editor  of  The  Methodist 
Church  and  editor  of  the  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House’s 
Abingdon  Press,  and  the  late  Rev. 
Roger  E.  Ortmayer,  former  edi¬ 
tor  of  Motive  magazine  and  pro¬ 
fessor  of  religion  and  the  arts. 

AWARD  WINNER:  Sonya 
Ann  Wu,  a  tutor  for  Jubilee  Part¬ 
ners  Community 
Center  serving 
Bosnian  and 
Vietnamese 
refugees  in 
Comer,  Ga„ 
received  the 
1996  Theressa 
Hoover  Award 
from  the  United 
Methodist  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  Women’s  Divi¬ 
sion.  Named  for  the  former  chief 
executive  of  United  Methodist 
Women,  the  award  recognizes 
young  women  who  have  shown 
leadership  in  mission. 

TV  SHARES  SOLD:  The  Cen¬ 
tral  Finance  Board  of  the  British 


By  JORETTA  PURDUE 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

WASHINGTON— Following 
a  Nov.  21  French  nuclear  test  in 
the  South  Pacific,  the  staff  chief 
executive  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church’s  social  action 
agency  called  for  a  boycott  of  that 
country's  products. 

The  Rev.  Thom  White  Wolf 
Fassett,  general  secretary  of  the 
General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society,  said  he  has  asked  the 


By  DENISE  IOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

Due  to  increased  tensions  in 
the  Zaire,  Rwanda  and  Burundi 
corridor,  the  United  Methodist 
General  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries  has  canceled  the  December 
team  of  the  Volunteers  for  Africa- 
Zaire  Project. 

Since  August  1994,  the 
church's  mission  board  has  sent  at 
least  250  volunteers  from  around 
the  world  to  minister  to  the 
refugee  population  in  that  part  of 
Africa. 

The  Rev.  John  L.  McCullough, 
who  heads  the  Global  Ministries 
mission  personnel  resources 
department,  explained  that  one 
reason  for  this  decision  was  that 
the  government  of  Zaire  has 
decided  to  return  some  one  mil¬ 
lion  refugees  residing  within  its 
borders  to  their  homelands  by 
Dec.  31. 

“The  United  Nations  High 
Commission  on  Refugees  has 
been  given  the  responsibility  of 
assisting  the  return  of  the 
refugees,”  said  Dr.  McCullough. 
“Progress  has  been  slowed  by  the 
reluctance  of  the  refugees  to  re¬ 
enter  countries  where  their  future 


board  staff  to  begin  the  process  set 
forth  under  denominational  pro¬ 
cedures  for  a  formal  boycott  by 
the  agency  and  by  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  legislative  General  Confer¬ 
ence  meeting  next  April. 

The  General  Conference  is  the 
only  body  that  can  initiate, 
empower  or  join  a  boycott  in  the 
name  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church. 

Less  than  a  week  after  95  coun¬ 
tries  in  the  United  Nations  voted 
to  condemn  France’s  nuclear  test- 


remains  uncertain.” 

Dr.  McCullough  said  that  ten¬ 
sions  within  refugee  camps  and 
along  the  eastern  corridor  of  Zaire 
have  been  increasing  as  the 
December  deadline  draws  near. 
Landmine  and  border  skirmishes 
have  contributed  to  heightened 
security  measures. 

The  United  Nations  High 
Commissioner  on  Refugees  has 
advised  that  all  non-essential  per¬ 
sonnel  discontinue  their  work 
with  the  refugee  populations  tem¬ 
porarily. 

Although  missionary  volun¬ 
teers  to  assist  Central  African 
refugee  in  Zaire  have  been  put  on 
hold,  a  new  work  begins  this 
month. 

The  Goma  United  Methodist 
Children’s  Village  has  opened 
with  45  refugee  children  from 
Rwanda  and  Burundi  as  well  as 
Zaire  street  children. 

According  to  Richard  Williams 
of  the  mission  personnel 
resources  unit.  United  Methodists 
from  Zaire  are  providing  leader¬ 
ship  for  this  program. 

The  adminstrator  is  Maudi 
Kasemba  Wembo,  a  United 
Methodist  laywoman  who  is  also 
the  magistrate  of  Goma. 


ing  program,  the  country  explod¬ 
ed  its  fourth  nuclear  device  since 
September  in  French  Polynesia. 

The  explosive  force  was  more 
than  three  times  the  power  of  the 
bomb  that  destroyed  Hiroshima  in 
1945. 

France’s  tests  “threaten  the 
peoples  of  the  South  Pacific, 
destroy  delicate  ecosystems  and 
encourage  nuclear  proliferation,” 
Mr.  Fassett  said. 

“There  is  no  reason  other  than 
selfish  pride  for  a  nation  to  test 


nuclear  weapons,”  he  declared. 

Mr.  Fassett  noted  that  only 
Britain  and  France  voted  against 
the  United  Nations  resolution 
condemning  the  French  tests. 

"I  am  calling  on  all  United 
Methodists  to  write  the  French 
embassy  in  their  nation  to  tell 
them  that  they  will  boycott  French 
products  until  France  ceases  its 
nuclear  weapons  testing  and 
pledges  not  to  resume  testing,” 
Mr.  Fassett  said. 


Zaire  tensions  cause 
volunteer  cancellation 
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Refugee  children  from  Burundi  and  Rawanda  as  well  as  Zaire 
street  children  find  refuge  in  the  United  Methodist  Children's 
Village  in  Coma,  Zaire. 


The  Goma  United  Methodist 
Village  D'Enfants  is  located  just 
outside  the  town  of  Goma,  Zaire, 
overlooking  Lake  Kivu  on  the 
Rwanda  border. 


The  village  is  designed  to  serve 
at  least  100  children,  ages  one  to 
three.  Children  will  be  organized 
in  13  groups  of  eight,  with  each 
group  having  one  caregiver. 


Sonya  Ann  Wu 


Methodist  Church  has  sold  its 
225,000  shares  in  BSkyB,  a 
satellite  television  company 
which  recently  began  offering  a 
European  version  of  the  Playboy 
Channel. 

ILLS  OF  GAMBLING:  The 

National  Coalition  Against 
Legalized  Gambling,  headed  by 
the  Rev.  Tom  Grey,  a  United 
Methodist,  voted  at  its  recent 
meeting  to  inform  presidential 
candidates  about  the  ills  of 
gambling. 


NCC  president  puts  racism  at  center  agenda 


By  FRANCES  S.  SMITH 

OAKLAND,  Calif.— United 
Methodist  Bishop  Melvin  G.  Tal¬ 
bert,  61,  took  the  helm  of  the 
National  Council  of  the  Churches 
of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A.  (NCC) 
Nov.  16  in  an  impressive  installa¬ 
tion  service  during  the  council’s 
general  board  meeting. 

The  host  city  is  part  of  the 


church’s  San  Francisco  Area 
which  he  heads. 

As  NCC  president  for  the  next 
two  years,  Bishop  Talbert  will 
oversee  the  group  of  32  Protestant 
and  Orthodox  communions  and 
their  reported  49  million  members. 

In  the  first  interview  after  his 
installation.  Bishop  Talbert  said 
one  of  his  priorities  is  to  put 
racism  at  the  center  of  the  coun- 


Classified 


RATES:  $1 .40  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per 
insertion,  $28.00  minimum  charge  for  up  to  20 
words.  Blind  ads  $21 .00  plus  add  $11 .20  for  the 
8  words  to  insert  our  contact  information.  Cash 
must  accompany  order  except  on  contract 
advertising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in 
advance  Products  and  services  go  through  an 
approval  process.  We  schedule  two  weeks  in 
advance  of  an  issue  date. 


DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES  Chapel  Hill 
United  Methodist  Church.  Adult,  youth,  age-level 
children  s  choirs.  Salary  negotiable  under  cap 
Send  resume  Dr.  Don  F.  Renshaw,  12441 
Templeton  Trail.  Dallas,  TX  75234. 


FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDREN'S  min- 
istnes.  Vmeville  UMC,  a  dynamic  church  of  2100 
members,  seeks  Director  of  Children's 
Ministries  Degree,  experience,  positive  attitude 
and  outgoing  personality  required  Send  resume 
to;  Senior  Minister,  2045  Vineville  Avenue, 
Macon,  GA3t204.  (912)  745-3331. 


CALHOUN  FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST 
Church  located  in  the  beautiful  northwest  section 
of  Georgia  is  seeking  a  full-time  Director  of 
Program/Education.  Primary  responsibilities  will 
be  directed  toward  current  and  future  ministries 
with  children  and  older  adults.  College  degree 
and  experience  preferred,  but  willing  to  consider 
any  applicant  with  a  strong  Christian  commit¬ 
ment  who  possesses  energy,  creativity,  good 
communication  skills  and  vision  for  the  future. 
Send  resume  to:  Calhoun  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  P.O.  Box  517,  Calhoun,  GA  30703.  For 
further  information  call  (706)  629-8949. 


DIRECTOR  OF  PROGRAM  AND  Christian 
Education:  First  United  Methodist  Church  Dallas 
seeking  qualified  person  to  work  with  multiple 
staff  in  the  area  of  administration,  coordination, 
and  evaluation  of  program  ministnes.  Send 
resume  to:  Karen  Spencer,  FUMC,  1928  Ross 
Ave.,  Dallas,  TX  75201 


SENIOR  ADULT  DIRECTOR-  PART-TIME,  direct 
travel  ministry,  develop  classes,  visitation.  2600- 
member  church  in  growing  community  near 
ocean  Send  resume  to:  Doug  McKinney,  Trinity 
UMC.  9625  N.  Military  Trail.  Palm  Beach 
Gardens.  FL  33410.  


YOUNG  ADULT/SINGLES  DIRECTOR.  Develop 
small  groups,  classes,  and  service  opportunities 
for  young  adults  and/or  singles  in  active  2600- 
member  multi-staff  church  in  growing  communi¬ 
ty.  Management,  organizational,  communication 
skills  and  knowledge  of  ‘generation  X".  Send 
resume  to  Doug  McKinney,  Trinity  UMC,  9625 
N  Military  Trail,  Palm  Beach  Gardens,  FL33410, 


MINISTER  OF  WORSHIP  POSITION,  Fairview 
UMC.  Maryville,  TN.  Seeking  a  person  wanting  to 
be  part  of  ministry  team  in  very  exciting  location  of 
ministry.  Growing  congregation.  The  position 
includes  what  has  been  Minister  of  Music  and 
working  with  senior  citizens  Please  send  resumes 
by  December  31,  1995  to:  Fairview  UMC,  2505 
Old  Niles  Ferry  Road,  Maryville,  TN  37803. 


ESTES  PARK,  COLORADO.  ALL  NEW.  two  bed¬ 
room  cottages  along  the  river,  with  fireplaces, 
decks,  and  kitchens  Open  year-round.  Mountain 
Haven  Inn  and  Cottages.  (970)  586-2864. 


DIRECTOR  OF  SINGLE  ADULT  MINISTRY, 
large  metropolitan  church.  Responsible  for  all 
aspects  of  programming  singles  ministry. 
Experience  in  single  adult  ministry  a  prereq¬ 
uisite.  Send  resume:  Karen  Spencer,  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  1928  Ross  Ave., 
Dallas,  TX  75201 .  


CHURCH  BUSINESS  ADMINISTRATOR: 
Person  experienced  in  business  or  a  profession¬ 
al  church  administrator  to  conduct  the  business 
affairs  for  large  downtown  church.  Personnel 
supervision.  Financial  oversight,  administrative 
responsibilities.  Degree  in  business  or  finance: 
familiarity  with  fund  accounting.  Good  people 
skills:  Christian  commitment,  United  Methodist 
background.  Salary  negotiable,  benefits  pack¬ 
age.  Position  description  available  upon  request. 
Send  application  and  resume  to:  Mr.  Bob 
Oldham,  First-Centenary  United  Methodist 
Church,  P.O.  Box  208,  Chattanooga,  TN  37401. 
Include  name  of  at  least  three  persons  for  confi¬ 
dential  references  as  to  professional  and  per- 
sonal  qualifications. 


RESIDENT  ASSISTANT  FOR  HOSANNA 
House  to  serve  as  live-in  caregiver  for  physical¬ 
ly  challenged,  mentally  alert  young  adults  in 
new  interdenominational  ministry  in 
Chattanooga,  Tennessee.  Patterned  after 
L'Arche  model,  physically  challenged  men  and 
women  and  live-in  caregivers,  who  assist  with 
daily  routines  and  transportation,  reside  togeth¬ 
er  as  a  family  in  a  beautiful  10-bedroom,  fully 
accessible  residence.  Training  provided.  Call  or 
write:  The  Rev.  David  Crippen,  Hosanna,  P.O. 
Box  11483,  Chattanooga,  TN  37401. 
Phone/Fax  (706)  398-2848. 


MINISTER  WITH  YOUTH  AND  YOUNG  adults. 
Growing  church  with  800+  in  worship  in  metro 
area  of  half-million  including  2  major  colleges 
seeks  creative  person  to  advance  ministry  with 
youth  and  young  adults.  Must  have  demonstrat¬ 
ed  ability  to  work  well  with  large  groups  in 
church,  school,  or  community  setting.  Salary 
commensurate  with  excellence  and  experience. 
Will  wait  for  the  right  person.  Send  resume  and 
references  to:  Dr.  David  Jones,  Trinity-on-the-Hill 
United  Methodist  Church,  1330  Monte  Sano 
Ave.,  Augusta,  GA  30904.  Phone:  (706)  738- 
8822.  Fax:  (706)  738-8824. 


DIRECTOR  OF  FINANCE/PHYSICAL  Plant- 
CPA  or  MBA  in  accounting  or  finance.  Send 
resume  to:  Larry  Watson,  President,  Methodist 
Mission  Home,  6487  Whitby  Road,  San  Antonio, 
TX  78240.  Closing  date:  12/31/95. 


SEEKING  A  FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  Youth 
Ministry-  2000-member  church-  to  serve  in  a 
ministry  team  approach  with  music,  children  and 
adult  directors  Salary  and  benefits  negotiable 
Resume  to:  First  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O. 
Box  1138,  St.  Petersburg,  FL  33731-1138. 


ALL  NEW  15  PASSENGER  MINI  BUS- 
No  CDL  required.  Immediate  delivery. 
Trinity  Transportation,  1-800-295-0390 


WANTED:  PIPE  ORGAN.  Rural  UMC  in  the 
Holston  Conference  building  a  new  3,000  square 
foot  sanctuary.  Two  organists,  no  organ.  Can  you 
help  us?  Call  church  at  (540)  382-4468  ORGAN 


FOR  SALE:  1989  Rodgers,  model  740  with 
speakers,  Excellent  condition.  Contact:  James 
Baker  (615)  264-2532  or  (615)  822-4630. 
PASTOR’S  ORGANIZER:  Notebook  containing: 
workday  planner;  worship/preaching  planner; 
phone  log;  pastor's  forms;  1996  calendar.  Ideal 
Christmas  gift  for  your  pastor.  $19.95.  Order: 
VRP,  Box  1696,  Mission,  TX  78573-1696. 


YOUTH  DIRECTORS:  PROVIDE  entertainment 
of  choice  for  teens.  Velcro  Walls,  Bungee  Runs, 
Tumbleweed,  Gyro,  plus  hundreds  more  for  lock- 
ins,  grad  nights,  etc.  References  furnished. 
Parties,  Picnics  &  Promotions  (210)  494-0090. 


DO  YOU  WANT  TO  ADOPT  A  BABY?  Methodist 
Mission  Home,  San  Antonio.  Now  accepting 
applications.  Texas  and  New  Mexico  residents 
call  (210)  696-7021  for  information. 


DO  YOU  NEED  RENEWAL  TIME?  Then  come 
to  Scarritt-Bennett  Center  for  a  personal 
retreat  or  educational  event.  Send  for  compli¬ 
mentary  1996  Calendar  of  Programs:  1996 
Calendar,  Scarritt-Bennett  Center,  1008  19th 
Avenue  South,  Nashville,  TN  37212-2166.  Or 
call  (615)  340-7500. 


NO  ACCOMPANIST?  SING  YOUR  favorite 
hymns  in  worship  or  at  home.  Instrumental 
accompaniment  for  90  best  known  hymns  on  6- 
tape  cassette  sets.  Choose  piano  or  organ. 
Word  book  included,  but  can  be  used  with  your 
hymnal.  Makes  an  excellent  gift.  $38.95  plus 
shipping.  1  -800-728-0573. 


WE  BUY  AND  SELL  CHURCH  VANS  and  buses. 
We  specialize  in  used  1 5  passenger  vans.  Trinity 
T  ransportation ,  1  -800-295-0390 . 


AMERICAN  ASSOCIATION  OF  FAMILY 
Counselors-  offering  counselor  certification, 
newsletter.  New  members:  free  counseling  tape. 
AAFC,  Box  836,  Graham,  TX  76450. 


BUYING  COINS,  COIN  COLLECTIONS. 
Accumulations,  estates.  Methodist  investor  with 
quiet  confidential  cash  will  travel  Southwest  and 
negotiate  any  collection.  Bank  and  legal  refer- 
ences.  Box  808,  Fulton,  TX  78358. 


COLLEGE  DEGREE/HOME  STUDY,  Save  $$. 
Catalog  $1.00.  Christian  Bible  College,  Station 
Square.  Suite  227,  Rocky  Mt.,  NC  27804.  (919) 
442-1211  (accredited). 


VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS?  WORSHIP  at  First 
Methodist,  3401  Canal  Street.  Dr.  Ken  Jones, 
pastor.  Classes:  10:00  a.m.  Worship:  11:00  a.m. 
(504)  488-0856. 


IDENTIFY  YOUR  CHURCH  WITH  THE  United 
Methodist  insigne.  The  standard  6  foot  cross  is  a 
2  inch  square  aluminum  in  black,  silver,  gold,  or 
bronze  The  flame  is  fire-red  textured 
polyurethane  paint  on  1/8  inch  aluminum. 
Custom  sizes  available.  Mounting  brackets 
included.  Inquire:  Cross  and  Flame  Insigne, 
5208  Piedmont  Drive,  Santa  Rosa,  CA 95405,  or 
call  (707)  538-5325.  


VISITING  NASHVILLE?  WORSHIP  at  historic 
McKendree  UMC,  downtown  Sunday  8:30, 
11 :00  a.m,  6:30  p.m.  Thursday  noon  luncheon, 
Wednesday  5:45  p.m.  523  Church  Street, 
(615)  271-2600. 


cil’s  agenda. 

Recent  developments  in  the 
United  States  make  this  focus 
especially  appropriate,  according 
to  the  bishop. 

“The  O.J.  Simpson  verdict 
revealed  the  chasm  between  races 
and  cultures  is  deeper  and  wider 
than  I  could  envision,”  he  said. 

He  also  cited  news  reports  of 
“enormous  growth”  of  hate  groups 
in  two  cities  near  his  Sacramento 
headquarters  and  added  that  such 
activity  is  true  not  only  of  Califor¬ 
nia  but  across  the  nation. 

Bishop  Talbert  plans  to  gather 
a  panel  of  high-level  consultants 
to  advise  the  NCC  on  what  it 
might  do  to  combat  racism. 

“I  will  not  be  satisfied  for  us 
simply  to  address  racism  in  our 
churches,”  he  said. 

“That’s  important,  but  I  want 
to  address  it  in  the  whole  society. 
We  must  band  together  to  address 
racism  for  the  common  good. 

“As  president,  I’ll  sound  the 
trumpet,  but  for  my  voice  to  have 
credibility,  the  churches  must  be 
prepared  to  respond  to  the  NCC’s 
call  to  address  the  issue,”  Bishop 
Talbert  said. 

He  said  that  the  council’s 
Racial  Justice  Working  Group 
will  handle  the  day-to-day  work. 

According  to  the  bishop,  the 
NCC  has  overcome  its  internal 


Melvin  G.  Talbert 

. . .  new  president  of  NCC 

struggles  and  is  prepared  “to 
address  some  of  the  serious  prob¬ 
lems  facing  this  nation." 

He  led  an  NCC  delegation  to 
Washington  on  Nov.  18  to  meet 
with  President  Clinton,  and  on 
Dec.  6-7,  the  heads  of  NCC-mem- 
ber  communions  will  meet  there 
to  consider  public  policy  issues. 

Bishop  Talbert  is  completing 
eight  years  as  secretary  and  ecu¬ 
menical  officer  of  the  United 
Methodist  Council  of  Bishops. 


Write  on! 


Send  for  a  set  of  10  pocket  calendars  with  missionary 
childrens  birthdays  with  a  companion  wall  calendar 
containing  the  addresses  of  these  children.  Encourage  your 
children  to  write  to  these  missionary  children. 
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A  truckload 
of  love 
for  Bosnia 

Oklahoma  United 

Methodists  have  sent  a  truck- 
load  of  love  to  war  refugees  in 
Bosnia-Herzegovina — six 
truckloads,  in  fact. 

That’s  more  than  a  quarter 
of  a  million  dollars  worth  of 
shoes,  coats,  sweaters  and 
other  items  of  warm  clothing. 

The  effort  started  last  April 
in  the  mind  of  the  Rev.  Larry 
Acton,  volunteers-in-mission 
coordinator  for  the  church’s 
Oklahoma  regional  confer¬ 
ence. 

Mr.  Acton  visited  Bosnia 
last  spring  to  determine 
whether  Oklahoma  VIM 
teams  could  help  rebuild  the 
country  over  the  summer. 

“While  I  was  there,  we  had 
a  storm  that  dumped  18  inch¬ 
es  of  snow  in  the  area."  Mr. 
Acton  told  the  Oklahoma  Con¬ 
tact  edition  of  The  United 
Methodist  Review,  the 
Reporter  's  sister  publication. 

“1  visited  a  refugee  center 
that  had  no  artificial  heat 
because  there  was  no  wood  or 
other  fuel.  The  kids  were  being 
supervised  by  an  UMCOR 
relief  worker. 

“. .  .This  boy  about  10  was 
in  his  shirt  sleeves.  He  didn’t 
own  a  coat  of  any  kind.  His 
home  had  been  destroyed,  and 
he  had  left  with  only  the 
clothes  he  was  wearing.  He 
was  standing  there  with  his 
hands  in  his  pockets,  shiver¬ 
ing.” 

He  went  home  telling  what 
he  had  seen. 

When  Oklahoma  VIM 
teams  returned  from  Bosnia 
this  summer  they  shared  Mr. 
Acton’s  concern. 

Mr.  Acton  mailed  a  letter  to 
all  Oklahoma  United  Meth¬ 
odist  pastors  and  mission  coor¬ 
dinators  asking  for  clothes  to 
be  delivered  to  regional  loca¬ 
tions  by  Oct.  23.  Then  they 
were  sent  to  Oklahoma  City. 

The  effort  then  multiplied: 

■  Jennifer  McGennis,  a 
member  of  Nichols  Hills  UMC 
in  Oklahoma  City,  offered 
warehouse  space  to  store  the 
items  until  they  could  be 
shipped. 

■  At  least  500  volunteers 
unloaded,  sorted  and  packed 
the  donations  over  eight  days. 

■  Sheplers  Western  Wear, 
JCPenney  and  other  depart¬ 
ment  and  grocery  stores 
around  Oklahoma  City  donat¬ 
ed  hundreds  of  boxes — worth 
$2  apiece — for  packing. 

■  Paul  Duraso  of  Pallet 
World  Inc.  and  Larry  Jones  of 
Feed  the  Children  ministry 
respectively  donated  50  and  90 
pallets,  the  wooden  platforms 
used  for  stacking  boxes  so  they 
can  be  loaded  and  unloaded 
with  forklifts. 

■  George  Mills,  a  member 
of  May  Avenue  UMC,  donat¬ 
ed  eight  large  rolls  of  plastic 
wrap  to  wrap  the  pallets  for 
shipment. 

■  Jackie  Ledbetter,  mother 
of  Bosnia  volunteer-in-mis- 
sion  Cherrie  Ledbetter,  got  her 
friend  Steve  Hatfield  of  Inter¬ 
national  Delivery  Systems  to 
provide  three  tractor-trailer 
trucks  to  haul  the  donations  to 
New  Windsor.  Md. 

As  he  gazed  at  long  rows  of 
boxes  stacked  eight  feet  high, 
Mr.  Acton — no  stranger  to 
miracles — told  the  Contact 
that  he  was  amazed. 

“This  is  going  to  keep  a  lot 
of  folks  warm  this  winter,"  he 
said. 

“It  has  happened  because 
God  has  caused  our  pastors 
and  our  lay  people  to  be  sensi¬ 
tive  to  the  pain  of  people 
we’ve  never  seen. 

“God  is  using  our  United 
Methodist  connection  sys¬ 
tem — UMCOR  and  all  the 
rest — to  work  another  miracle.” 

Considering  that  this 
occurred  among  people  still 
recovering  from  the  effects  of 
the  April  19  Oklahoma  City 
bombing,  it’s  a  miracle  indeed. 

Send  your  good  news  about 
United  Methodists  to  " UMC 
Upbeat P.O.  Box  660275, 
Dallas  TX  75266-0275  or  fax  to 
1-214-630-0079. 
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New  books  give  insights 
into  Wesley  and  family 


Society's  'hate-free  Bible'  aims 
to  undo  centuries  of  religious  bias 


Bible  offers  text  in  contemporary  English 


Here's  a  comparison  of  John  9:22  in  the  New  Revised 
Standard  and  Contemporary  English  versions. 


" His  parents  said  this  because  > 
for  the  Jews  had  already  agreed 
Jesus  to  be  the  Messiah  would  l« 
—New  Rev 


they  were  afraid  of  the  Jews; 
that  anyone  who  confessed 
e  put  out  of  the  synagogue." 
ised  Standard  Version  (Protestant) 


,  because  they  were  afraid  of 
'ready  agreed  that  no  one  was 
ne  who  said  Jesus  was  the 


" The  man's  parents  said  this 
their  leaders.  The  leaders  had  a 
to  have  anything  to  do  with  any  t 
Messiah." 

—Contemporary  Englisli  Version  (American  Bible  Society) 


By  PATRICIA  LEFEVERE 

Ecumenical  News  International 

NEW  YORK— The  world's 
first  Christian  Bible  which  claims 
to  be  free  of  anti-Jewish  bias  has 
been  published  in  the  United 
States  by  the  American  Bible 
Society. 

Known  as  the  Contemporary 
English  Version  Bible,  the  project 
to  translate  the  whole  of  the  Old 
and  New  Testaments  has  taken 
more  than  100  scholars,  theolo¬ 
gians,  translators  and  consultants 
10  years  to  complete. 

Since  the  CEV  was  completed 
in  June,  465,000  copies  have  been 
printed  and  nearly  150,000  have 
been  distributed  by  the  ABS. 

Both  Jewish  and  Christian  bib¬ 
lical  scholars  have  conceded  in 
recent  decades  that  anti-Jewish 
bias  exists  in  the  New  Testament. 

Some  scholars  have  linked 
1,800  years  of  Christian  antipathy 
to  Jews  with  the  Holocaust — the 
Nazi  plan  for  the  extermination  of 
Jews  that  emerged  from  a  Christ- 
ian-majority  nation. 

Christian  sensitivity  to  anti- 
Jewish  attitudes  within  the  New 
Testament  has  grown  as  dialogue 
between  Jews,  Roman  Catholics 
and  Protestants  has  increased.  But 
neither  greater  sensitivity  nor 
political  correctness  was  the  rea¬ 
son  for  the  translation,  according 
to  Barclay  Newman,  the  society’s 
senior  translation  officer. 

Faithful  to  original  texts 

“Our  concern  was  to  produce  a 
work  as  faithful  to  the  original 
biblical  text  as  possible,”  Mr. 
Newman  told  Ecumenical  News 
International. 

“A  truly  faithful  translation  of 
the  New  Testament  requires  that 
the  translator  should  constantly 
seek  ways  in  which  false  impres¬ 
sions  may  be  minimized  and 
hatred  overcome,"  he  said,  saying 
that  he  had  been  guided  by  a  state- 


By  KATY  MULDOON 

Religion  News  Service 

Pudgy  preachers.  Now  there’s 
a  notion  that  makes  Dr.  Kenneth 
H.  Cooper  cringe. 

Those  folks,  after  all,  should 
motivate  by  example.  Dr.  Cooper 
says — should  teach  their  congre¬ 
gations  to  glorify  God  by  taking 
good  care  of  their  bodies. 

Barbell  in  one  hand,  Bible  in 
the  other:  That’s  the  image  Dr. 
Cooper  projects  and  the  ideal  he 
pushes  in  his  new  book,  It’s  Bet¬ 
ter  to  Believe  (Thomas  Nelson). 

The  Dallas,  Texas,  physician, 
most  famous  for  coining  the  term 
“aerobics"  in  1968,  has  threaded 
strands  of  his  Southern  Baptist 
faith  through  some  of  his  other  10 
books  on  health  and  fitness.  But 
this  is  the  first  volume  he  has 
devoted  solely  to  the  faith-fitness 
connection — the  idea  that  your 
body  and  your  health  should 
reflect  your  spiritual  worldview. 


ment  in  the  Bible  by  St.  Paul  that 
Jesus  came  to  make  peace 
between  Jews  and  Gentiles. 

Mr.  Newman  and  his  translat¬ 
ing  team  returned  to  the  Hebrew, 
Greek  and  Aramaic  manuscripts 
and  tried  to  render  them  in  the 
most  readable,  audible,  clear  syn¬ 
tactical  English  used  today. 

Their  goal  was  to  produce  a 
Bible  that  could  be  read  aloud 
without  stumbling,  heard  without 
misunderstanding  and  listened  to 
with  enjoyment  by  young  chil¬ 
dren,  educated  adults  and  people 
who  had  little  or  no  contact  with 
Scripture,  he  said. 

“We  did  not  change  the  text, 
add  to  it  or  subtract  from  it,”  said 
David  Burke,  who  directs  the 
society's  Department  of  Transla¬ 
tions  and  Scripture  Resources. 

The  phrase  “the  Jews"  (in 
Greek,  “Hoi  Ioudaiou”)  which 
occurs  195  times  in  the  New  Tes¬ 
tament,  Mr.  Burke  said,  was 


one's  faith,  says  Dr.  Kenneth 
H.  Cooper  in  his  new  book, 
It's  Better  to  Believe. 

mately  important  in  life. 

Self-examination,  he  says,  can 
go  a  long  way  toward  motivating 
people  to  improve,  inside  and  out. 

Dr.  Cooper  writes  that  extrin¬ 
sic  beliefs — outward  practices, 
such  as  belonging  to  a  church — 
don’t  have  the  power  to  improve 
spiritual  status,  emotional  well¬ 
being,  physical  health  or  much  of 
anything  else. 

Keys  to  spiritual  power 

But  intrinsic  beliefs — charac¬ 
terized  by  such  things  as  profound 
spiritual  commitment,  a  sense  of 
having  found  the  ultimate  mean¬ 
ing  of  life  and  devotion  to 
prayer — are  the  keys  to  real  spiri¬ 
tual  power.  Those  beliefs,  he  says, 
can  enrich  life  by  improving 
physical  and  emotional  health. 

Dr.  Cooper,  who  specializes  in 


PRE-CHRISTMAS  SALES! 

Are  comprehensible; 

Moving  inventory, 

Clearing  for  new  merchandise, 

Overstock 

All  ring  of  honesty. 

But  the  Truth  is  still 
Cast  aside, 

Relegated  to  the  stable. 


repeatedly  used  to  identify  and 
characterize  those  who  opposed 
Jesus  and/or  the  movement  begun 
by  those  Jews  who  followed  Jesus. 

However,  Mr.  Burke  said,  the 
accounts  we  read  in  the  New  Tes¬ 
tament  don’t  depict  Jew  against 
Christian  or  bad  guys  versus  good 
guys  but  rather  a  fraternal  dispute 
between  those  Jews  who  thought 
Jesus  was  the  Messiah  and  those 
who  did  not. 

The  CEV  often  translates  the 
phrase,  “the  Jews”  as  “all  of  our 
people"  while  the  word  synagogue 
becomes  “the  meeting  place”  or  at 
times  “the  Jewish  meeting  place.” 

'Most  sensitive' 

Mr.  Burke,  who  has  done  a 
selective  comparative  study  of  1 8 
English  Bible  translations — 16  of 
them  published  since  1971  — 
found  that  the  CEV  is  “the  most 
sensitive”  to  the  phrase  “the 
Jews”  and  that  the  new  translation 


cardiology,  preventive  and  inter¬ 
nal  medicine,  cites  at  least  10 
recent  scientific  studies  that  prove 
the  point. 

It’s  Better  to  Believe  had  been 
percolating  in  Dr.  Cooper’s  brain 
since  1974,  when  he  gave  a 
speech  on  the  faith-fitness  con¬ 
nection  during  a  Billy  Graham 
crusade  in  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Brazil. 
In  the  years  since,  he  grew 
increasingly  frustrated  with  his 
patients  at  the  Cooper  Institute  for 
Aerobics  Research,  the  Dallas 
medical  facility  he  founded  in 
1970. 

Lifelong  motivation 

Many  were  highly  motivated  to 
eat  right  and  exercise  after  recov¬ 
ering  from  a  health  crisis  such  as 
a  heart  attack,  but  the  motivation 
simply  didn't  last.  What  would  it 
take,  he  wondered,  to  instill  life¬ 
long  motivation?  His  answer:  a 
fitness  conversion. 

Dr.  Cooper  tells  the  story  of  a 
43-year-old  patient  who  kept 
starting  exercise  programs,  then 
quitting. 

She  complained  that  she  didn’t 
have  the  energy  to  do  the  things 
she  used  to  do,  including  charita¬ 
ble  work.  When  she  figured  out 
the  connection — understood  that 
lack  of  exercise  drained  her  of 
energy  and  kept  her  from  living  as 
she  wanted  to  live — she  commit¬ 
ted  herself  to  staying  fit.  When 
she  was  tempted  to  skip  exercise 
class,  she  would  say  a  short 
prayer,  ask  for  strength  to  take  the 
next  step,  then  she  would  take  it 
by  getting  herself  to  class. 

Beliefs,  Dr.  Cooper  writes,  are 
the  most  powerful  motivational 
tool  available — if  people  can  just 
learn  how  to  use  them. 

(To  order  the  book  mentioned  in  this 
story,  call  Books  Now  at  1-800-962- 
6651,  ext  3300). 


Where  only  shepherds 
And  Wise  Men  traffic. 
Free  for  the  asking, 
Truth  costs  everything 
To  hold. 


goes  the  farthest  in  providing 
what  he  calls  “a  hate-free”  trans¬ 
lation  of  the  195  passages  refer¬ 
ring  to  “the  Jews.” 

The  centuries-old  assumption 
that  the  Jews  were  responsible  for 
the  death  of  Jesus — what  many 
see  as  the  core  of  Christian  anti- 
Semitism — is  without  founda¬ 
tion,  Messrs.  Newman  and  Burke 
insisted. 

The  sentence  and  execution  of 
Jesus  were  Roman  acts,  per¬ 
formed  by  Roman  officials  and 
soldiers,  they  said. 

The  insistence  of  St.  Paul  that 
the  death  of  Jesus  “has  united  Jew 
and  Gentile  by  breaking  down  the 
wall  of  hatred  that  separated  us’' 
(Ephesians  2:14)  is  a  witness 
against  those  who  would  use  any 
portion  of  the  New  Testament  as 
a  weapon  of  warfare  to  incite  anti- 
Jewish  sentiments,  Mr.  Newman 
said. 

Nominees 
sought  for 
WCC 
conclave 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

A  process  has  begun  to  nom¬ 
inate  and  elect  United  Methodist 
delegates  to  the  World  Council 
of  Churches’  1998  Assembly  in 
Harare,  Zimbabwe. 

The  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
mission  on  Christian  Unity  and 
Interreligious  Concerns  set  the 
process  guidelines,  which  were 
approved  by  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  Council  of  Bishops  at  its 
November  meeting. 

According  to  the  Rev. 
Bruce  Robbins,  the  commis¬ 
sion’s  chief  executive,  a  com¬ 
mitment  has  been  made  to 
send  "a  delegation  that  repre¬ 
sents  the  spectrum  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church, 
with  all  its  inclusiveness.” 

With  25  official  delegates, 
the  United  Methodists  will 
count  among  the  largest  dele¬ 
gations  at  the  assembly,  meet¬ 
ing  Sept.  10-22,  1998,  at  the 
University  of  Zimbabwe. 

The  denomination  also 
sends  a  group  of  non-voting 
accredited  visitors.  Lists  of 
potential  participants  in  that 
category  are  developed  “in 
consultation  with  the  ecumeni¬ 
cal  offices  of  the  churches,” 
Dr.  Robbins  said. 

The  1998  United  Methodist 
delegation  allocation  is  1 6  rep¬ 
resentatives  from  the  United 
States,  5  from  Africa,  2  from 
Asia  and  2  from  Europe.  Those 
delegates  also  will  be  composed 
of  50  percent  lay  people,  50  per¬ 
cent  women  and  25  percent 
youth  aged  18  to  30  years. 

The  deadline  for  nomina¬ 
tions  to  the  commission  is  Feb. 
9, 1996.  The  delegation  will  be 
chosen  by  the  Council  of  Bish¬ 
ops  in  April. 

The  assembly,  he  said, 
"gives  one  a  glimpse  of  the 
body  of  Christ  more  broadly 
than  any  (other)  place  we 
have.”  Delegates  must  be  peo¬ 
ple  who  will  “sense  a  commit¬ 
ment  to  share  what  they've 
learned.” 


'It's  about  time' 

When  he  talks  about  it  in  his 
rapid-fire  style,  his  voice  takes  on 
an  “it’s-about-time"  tone.  After 
all,  Dr.  Cooper  has  practiced  for 
years  what  he  now  preaches: 

Deep  personal  convictions, 
including  religious  faith,  can  be 
key  to  better  fitness.  He  asserts 
that  those  who  study  the  Bible 
learn  that  the  body  is  intended  to 
be  treated  as  a  temple  and  that  to 
care  for  it  with  nutritious  food  and 
ample  exercise  is,  indeed,  a  way 
to  worship  the  Creator. 

This  is  all  well  and  good  for 
deeply  spiritual  people.  But  Dr. 

Cooper  says  his  messages  also 
apply  to  those  whose  spiritual 
lives  are  less  well-developed.  He 
says  his  book  gives  anyone  who 
reads  it  the  opportunity  to  take  a 
self-inventory,  to  think  about 
what  is  good  and  true  and  ulti- 

Poetry  for  Advent 

Bane  of  our  age; 

Food  of  my  musing. 

Fuel  for  ire. 

How  can  anything 
Be  20%-50%  off 
Before  the  Party? 

Leftovers  I  understand; 

January  White  Sales 


-CHARLES  WAUCAMAN 


Fitness  doc:  Shape  up,  pudgy 
pastors,  marshmallow  members! 


By  LYCURGUS  STARKEY 

Two  recent  volumes  give  new 
insights  into  the  life  and  thought 
of  Methodism’s  founder,  John 
Wesley. 

In  A  Wesley  Family  Book  of 
Days,  Susan  Pellowe,  a  lay  speak¬ 
er  in  The  United  Methodist 
Church,  has  prepared  a  delightful 
collection  of  pictures  and  quota¬ 
tions  from  the  Wesley  family  for 
daily  readings  throughout  the  year. 
Named  for  Susanna  Wesley,  the 
mother  of  John  and  Charles,  Ms. 
Pellowe’s  book  has  included  mate¬ 
rial  from  many  neglected  members 
of  that  original  Methodist  family, 
especially  the  women. 

This  book  of  daily  readings  and 
recollections  is  an  excellent  way 
to  catch  up  on  the  Methodist  tra¬ 
dition.  In  a  wider  sense  it  brings 
us  closer  to  our  own  families  and 
the  Holy  Spirit’s  intention  in  our 
own  lives. 

Meanwhile,  John  Wesley ’s  Social 
Ethics  by  Manfred  Marquardt 
acquaints  readers  with  Wesley’s 
practice  and  prin¬ 
ciples  of  societal 
ethics.  First  pub¬ 
lished  in  German 
in  1976,  Professor 
Marquardt’s  study 
is  an  easy  read  and 
a  most  helpful 
addition  to  Wes¬ 
leyan  references. 

John  Wesley 
and  the  early 
Methodist  soci¬ 
eties  believed  and 
practiced  a  divine 
priority  for  the 
poor  which 
helped  to  change  18th  and  19th 
century  discrimination  against 
those  caught  in  the  cycle  of  pover¬ 
ty.  They  truly  believed  in  the 
“sacrament  of  the  poor”  outline  in 
Matthew  25:31-46,  frequently 
capsulized  by  Jesus’s  words: 
“Inasmuch  as  you  do  it  unto  one  of 
the  least  of  these,  my  brethren,  ye 
do  it  unto  me"  (Matthew  25:45). 

The  Methodists  founded  many 
charitable  projects  such  as: 

✓  A  loan  fund, 

✓  A  system  for  finding  jobs, 

V'  Provision  of  food  and  cloth¬ 
ing, 

t/  Dispensing  medicines  and 

✓  Work  projects. 


Reviews 


A  Wesley  Family  Book  Of  Days 
compiled  and  edited  by  Susan  Pel¬ 
lowe ,  (Aurora,  III.,  Renard  Produc¬ 
tions,  1994). 

John  Wesley's  Social  Ethics  by 
Manfred  Marquardt  (Nashville, 
Abingdon  Press,  1992). 

(To  order  these  books,  call  Books 
Now  at  1-800-962-6651,  ext  3300). 


But  more  important  than  these 
was  the  altering  of  English  atti¬ 
tudes  toward  the  poor  and  their 
social  isolation. 

John  Wesley  vigorously  attacked 
the  notion  that  poverty  was  a  self- 
inflicted  fate  or  the  stigma  of  divine 
punishment.  The  resulting  improve¬ 
ment  in  the  social  climate  in  Eng¬ 
land  greatly  facilitated  needed  social 
reforms. 

Professor  Marquardt’s  book  sur¬ 
veys  Wesley’s  contribution  to  eco¬ 
nomic  ethics  and 
the  economic 
responsibility  of 
society,  the  soci¬ 
etal  implications 
of  Wesley’s  edu¬ 
cation  enter¬ 
prise,  the  battle 
against  slavery 
and  his  concern 
for  prisoners  and 
prison  reform. 
These  pro-active 
endeavors  in  the 
improvement  of 
the  social  order 
are  shown  to  arise  out  of  Wesley’s 
belief  in  the  prevenient  and  renew¬ 
ing  grace  of  God  in  human  life  and 
our  responding  love  of  God  and 
neighbor. 

This  positive  study  of  Wesley’s 
life  and  labors  should  motivate  con¬ 
temporary  Methodists  in  their 
search  for  identity  between  our 
inward-looking  conservatives  and 
our  outward-looking  liberals.  In 
John  Wesley  and  the  early 
Methodists  we  have  the  best  of  both. 

Dr.  Starkey  is  a  retired  United 
Methodist  clergyman  and  an 
instructor  in  United  Methodist 
history  and  doctrine  at  Eden  The¬ 
ological  Seminary  in  St.  Louis,  Mo. 


Two  new  volumes  give 
insights  into  the  lives  and 
thought  of  Methodism's 
founder  John  Wesley  and  his 
mother,  Susanna. 


Balaam's  talking  donkey  has 
nothing  on  this  heroic  pig 


By  RON  SALFEN 
Babe 

Rated  G  for  General  Audience 

Babe  is  part  adaptation,  part 
animation,  part  affectation,  but 
mostly  just  a  silly  piece  of  fun. 
Yes,  the  hero  in  this  one  is  actual¬ 
ly  a  pig,  and  a  talking  one  at  that. 
Except  that  Babe  talks  only  to 
other  animals,  not  to  humans. 

Old  Farmer  Hoggett  soon  real¬ 
izes  that  this  pig  is  something  spe¬ 
cial,  so  instead  of  eating  it  for 
Christmas,  he  trains  it  like  a  sheep 
dog. 

His  wife,  whose  resemblance 
to  a  pig  is  more  than  in  name  only, 
doesn’t  understand  him,  but  then 
aren’t  all  geniuses  and  crackpots 
misunderstood? 

Through  the  clever  use  of  pup¬ 
pets,  interspersed  with  lots  of  film 
editing,  the  barnyard  animals  do 
actually  appear  to  be  speaking  the 


words  of  the  dialogue.  So  we  get 
the  mean  and  callous  cat,  the 
deep- voiced  but  laconic  horse,  the 
crazy  goose,  the  frustrated  roost¬ 
er,  the  maternal  dog  and  the  chip¬ 
munk-sounding  mice. 

And  we  also  get  a  movie  that 
no  one  could  possibly  object  to, 
although  some  might  feel  that 
their  intelligence  was  being  called 
into  question. 

Balaam  undoubtedly  felt  the 
same  way  when  confronted  with 
his  talking  donkey  (Numbers  22). 

Mr.  Salfen  is  pastor  of 
Neshaminy-Warwick  Presbyterian 
Church  in  Hartsville,  Pa. 


'Joy  to  the  World'  loosely 
based  on  Psalm  98:4-9 


Joy  to  the  world!  the  Lord  is  come! 
Let  earth  receive  her  King; 

Let  every  heart  prepare  him  room, 
And  Heav  ’n  and  nature  sing. 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

In  1719,  Issac  Watts  published 
a  collection  of  psalms  in  poetic 
form.  He  titled  the  collection  The 
Psalms  of  David  Imitated  in  the 
Language  of  the  New  Testament. 
for  he  believed  that  Christians 
should  sing  in  the  spirit  of  the 
New  Testament,  not  the  Old  Tes¬ 
tament. 

In  this  collection,  “Joy  to  the 
World"  is  the  second  part  of 
Watts's  “imitation"  of  Psalm 
98:4-9.  Despite  the  fact  that  some 
of  the  words  in  the  hymn  also 
appear  in  the  psalm,  it  is  difficult 
to  discover  any  close  connection 
between  the  two. 

While  the  first  stanza  announces 
that  "The  Lord  is  Come,"  it  is  the 
only  stanza  that  relates  to  the  birth 
of  Jesus.  The  other  stanzas  could 
easily  be  appropriate  for  any  sea¬ 
son  of  the  year. 

No  mention  is  made  of  those 
things  we  normally  expect  to  find 
in  a  Christmas  carol — there  are  no 


History  of  Hymns 

shepherds,  no  star,  no  manger,  no 
infant  child,  no  Wise  Men — yet 
who  would  deny  this  song  a 
choice  place  among  the  tradition¬ 
al  carols? 

For  more  than  120  years,  this 
hymn  was  sung  to  numerous  tunes 
that  fit  its  poetic  structure  (Com¬ 
mon  Meter).  Then,  in  1329,  Low¬ 
ell  Mason,  a  New  England  music 
educator,  published  a  tune  that  has 
become  closely  associated  with 
these  words. 

Mason  indicated  that  it  is  “from 
Handel,"  for  he  borrowed  two 
musical  phrases  from  Handel’s 
Messiah  ("Lift  Up  Your  Heads" 
and  "Comfort  Ye")  and  wove  them 
into  a  joyful  song  for  Christmas. 

Mason  named  the  tune  “Anti¬ 
och"  for  the  ancient  Syrian  city 
that  was  the  point  of  departure  for 
the  apostle  Paul’s  first  two  mis¬ 
sionary  journeys  and  the  place 
where  the  disciples  were  first 
called  Christians  (Acts  11:26). 

NEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN: 

" The  Friendly  Beasts ~ 


^JI^ememRer 
Gocfs  Q'Mren. 

^(ou  can  Refp  Rring 
Rope,  and  happiness 
back  into  a  cRifcfs  fife 
R^  giving  to: 
^etRodist  cHome  oj 

(I%w  Orfcflns 

and 

^etRocfist  CRifc&'en’s 
(Home  of  (I^uston 
(pfease  give  . . . 
"'tour  fove  offering 
wiff  Renept  the 
cRifdren  oj  RotR 
CRifcfren’s  (Homes. 
(iJogetRer,  we  can  Rring 
fove  and  fieafing 
into  ^oung  Rearts. 


vgc  near  me,  (3or(f  tjesus,  C1  ask  thee  to 
stay  cfose  hy  me  forever,  ancf  fove  me,  C1 
pray*  bfess  aff  the  d ear  ch ifrfreti  in  thy 
tender  care,  and  fit  us  for  heaven  to  five 
with  thee  there."  y^yvay  in  a  £>\anager 
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Congregation  finds  many  creative  ways 
to  celebrate  worship  pi  1  "  i  f  ||r"’!jn^  !j,| 
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When  the  members  First  UMC,  Kenner 
chose  celebrating  as  their  emphasis  for  1995, 
they  weren’t  really  aware  of  the  creative 
impact  it  would  have  on  them.  “Worship  is  no 
longer  routine,”  says  Rev.  Darryl  Tate.  “We 
looked  for  strengths  to  grow  on.”  Some  wor¬ 
ship  traditions  were  kept  but  the  congregation 
is  working  on  changing  and  adapting  to  find 
new  ways  to  adapt  to  the  multi-cultural  com¬ 
munity  of  Kenner. 

The  congregation  changed  from  the  tradi¬ 
tional  liturgy.  They  tried  new  types  of  liturgy 
and  a  faster  pace.  Rev.  Tate  admits  there  were 
struggles  to  overcome  in  changing  the  order  of 
service  but  the  conflicts  were  resolved.  “The 
church  has  grown  spiritually  stronger,”  Tate 
said.  “And  another  aspect  that  I  did  not 
expect,  my  preaching  is  stronger.” 

Fourteen  different  worship  altars  have  been 
designed  to  aid  in  the  celebration  of  worship. 
This  aspect  of  celebrating  has  allowed  all  the 
members  of  the  congregation  to  get  involved. 
The  Pentecost  altar  (pictured)  was  designed  by 
Lindi  Mollere,  worship  director.  It  contained 
50  red  candles  in  a  collection  of  glass  and 
crystal  candle  holders.  Other  altars  include 


Celebrating  participants  will 
experience  a  day  of  worship 


A  day  of  worship  and  celebra¬ 
tion  is  on  the  agenda  for  those 
who  will  participate  in  the 
VISION  2000  Celebrating  work¬ 
shop.  A  day  will  be  spent 
exploring  traditional  and  con¬ 
temporary  worship. 

Rev.  Dan  Benedict  will  be  the 
guest  presenter  at  the  Dillard 
event  on  January  20th  and  Rev. 
Rob  Weber  at  Centenary  on 
January  6th.  Dan,  a  United 
Methodist  Minister,  is  Worship 
Resources  Director  for  the 
General  Board  of  Discipleship 
of  The  United  Methodist 
Church.  Dan  co-authored  the 
book.  Contemporary  Worship 
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one  honoring  the  mem-  If  *  f 
bers  heritage.  Each 
member  was  asked  to 
bring  something  which 
represented  their  heritage 
and  lay  it  on  the  altar. 

The  church  created  an 
altar  in  honor  of  those 
involved  in  the  Oklahoma 
bombing  in  April.  The 
altar,  done  in  white,  was 
a  part  of  their  white  rib¬ 
bon  Sunday.  Other  altars 
were  done  for  special  cel¬ 
ebrations  such  as  Easter 
and  the  Fourth  of  July. 

The  children  got  a 
fresh  perspective  on 
worship.  The  church 
adopted  a  mascot, 
named  Flame,  which 
represents  the  children 
of  their  church.  Flame 
can  be  found  on  folders 
which  are  available  for 
children  to  use  in  wor¬ 
ship.  The  folders  were 
designed  in  order  to 
give  children,  who  are 
not  old  enough  to  under¬ 
stand  sermons,  an  activ¬ 
ity  which  corresponds 
with  the  message  or  sea¬ 
son.  These  folders  allow 
children  to  concentrate 
their  attention  on  God 
during  worship  and  par¬ 
ents  to  concentrate  on  worship. 

First  UMC,  Kenner  has  had  a  worship 
director  for  ten  years.  In  the  past  creative  wor- 

_  ship  duties  had  been 

confined  to  the 
Christmas  season.  It 
was  a  goal  of  the 
church  to  expand  this 
creative  process 
through  the  entire 
year.  From  this  goal 
the  church  chose  to 
be  a  Celebrating 
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for  the  2 1  st  Century,  with  Craig 
Kennet  Miller.  Rob  is  pastor  of 
Grace  Community  UMC  in 
Shreveport. 

Participants  will  take  part  in 
exploring  liturgy  and  Christian 
music  as  well  as  experiencing 
other  types  of  worship.  A  panel 
of  ministers,  who  are  participat¬ 
ing  in  contemporary  worship 
from  around  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference  will  speak 
about  their  experiences  and  field 
questions  from  the  participants. 
Come  and  join  in  the  fellowship 
with  other  United  Methodists  for 
a  day  of  learning  and  praising! 


Creating  an  altar  to  go  with  the  worship  theme  is  just  one  of  the 
ways  which  First  UMC,  Kenrn  r  has  used  in  become  a  Celebrating 
congregation.  This  altar  was  created  for  the  celebration  of 
Penecost. 


Congregation  through  VISION  2000.  They 
left  last  year’s  workshop  with  many  good 
resources  and  ideas. 

The  creative  process  isn’t  finished.  The 
church  has  already  planned  their  worship 
agenda  for  the  first  quarter  of  1996!  Rev.  Tate 
sums  it  all  up,  “What  we  have  picked  up  this 
year  is  a  seed  for  growing  creative  worship. 
We’ve  seen  worship  in  a  different  light.  This 
year  as  we  prepare  for  Advent  we  have  a  dif¬ 
ferent  approach.  As  we  approach  the  manger, 
we  won’t  stop  there  but  take  Christ  into  the 
world  through  our  worship.” 


Communities  of 
Shalom  hold 
national  meeting 

by  United  Methodist 
News  Service 
A  national  meeting  address¬ 
ing  the  “Communities  of 
Shalom”  movement  in  The 
United  Methodist  Church  is 


Two  Emmaus  Walks  Planned 


He  took  bread,  blessed  and 
broke  it,  and  gave  it  to  them. 
Then  their  eyes  were  opened, 
and  they  recognized  him;  and 
he  vanished  from  their  sight. 
They  said  to  each  other,  “Were 
not  our  hearts  burning  within 
us  while  he  was  talking  to  us  on 
the  road,  while  he  was  opening 
the  scriptures  to  us.?"  Luke 
24:30b-32 

The  Walk  to  Emmaus  is  an 
ecumenical  community  that 
renews  and  develops  leaders  for 
local  churches.  The  experience 
begins  with  an  intense  3  day 
weekend  session,  followed  by 
reunion  groups,  gatherings  and 
newsletters.  Susan  Wiley,  one  of 
the  Walk’s  organizers,  empha¬ 
sizes,  “This  is  not  intended  to 
become  the  church  but  to  send 
people  back  to  their  respective 
churches  renewed  and  inspired.” 
The  experience  takes  a  New 
Testament  look  at  Christianity  as 
a  lifestyle. 

Wiley  moved  from  Oklahoma 
three  years  ago.  She  and  her 
husband,  Sam.  were  a  part  of  the 


Emmaus  community  in  Tulsa 
and  have  been  eager  to  start  the 
program  in  Louisiana.  Emmaus 
is  similar  to  Cursillo  in  content; 
the  differences  arise  in  separa¬ 
tion  of  walks  between  men  and 
women,  and  focus.  Emmaus 
focuses  on  a  smaller  geographic 
area  and  an  ecumenical  presen¬ 
tation.  “One  of  the  greatest  ben¬ 
efits  of  Emmaus,”  states  Wiley, 
“is  the  community  building 
aspect.  You  meet  people  from 
other  denominations  and  church¬ 
es  within  your  community.” 

Emmaus  grew  out  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  Cursillo  move¬ 
ment,  that  originated  in  Spain  in 
the  late  1940s.  This  movement 
came  to  America  in  the  1950s. 
The  Upper  Room,  a  unit  of  the 
Board  of  Discipleship  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church, 
formed  The  Upper  Room 
Cursillo  Community  in 
Nashville  in  the  late  1970s.  In 
1981  the  name  was  changed  to 
Emmaus  by  an  agreement 
between  the  Cursillo  National 
Secretariat  and  the  Upper  Room. 
Both  Emmaus  and  the  Kairos 


Prison  Ministry  are  based  on  the 
Cursillo  model. 

The  Upper  Room  estimates 
that  twenty-five  thousand  peo¬ 
ple  experienced  Emmaus  in 
1995.  This  movement  currently 
extends  to  nearly  300  communi¬ 
ties  in  the  U.  S.,  Australia, 
Brazil,  Mexico,  Costa  Rica, 
Puerto  Rico,  Germany,  India, 
South  Africa  and  Zimbabwe. 

Lagniappe  Country  Walk  to 
Emmaus  is  a  community  which 
has  been  meeting  for  one  year. 
It  has  the  support  of  both  the 
Conference  and  Cursillo  com¬ 
munity.  In  fact,  many  of  the 
leaders  for  this  Emmaus  com¬ 
munity  come  from  Cursillo. 
The  Cursillo  and  Emmaus  mem¬ 
bers  have  worked  together  to 
present  two  Emmaus  walks. 
The  walks  will  take  place  at 
Broadmoor  UMC,  Baton 
Rouge.  January  18-21,  1996  is 
the  date  for  the  Men’s  Walk  and 
February  1-4,  1996  is  the  date 
for  the  Women’s  Walk.  For 
more  information  and  applica¬ 
tions,  please  contact  Rev,  Bill 
Youngblood  (504)383-4777  or 
Sam/Susan  Wiley  (504)344- 
8394. 


planned  Jan  26-28  in 
Charleston,  S.C. 

The  meeting  is  designed  for 
both  persons  already  working  in 
that  particular  mission  strategy 
on  the  local  or  annual  confer¬ 
ence  levels  and  those  interested 
in  starting  a  Shalom  project, 
according  to  the  Rev.  John 
Schol,  urban  ministries  coordi¬ 
nator,  National  Division,  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries. 

Using  a  mission  evangelism 
strategy,  Communities  of 
Shalom  works  in  both  urban  and 
rural  settings  to  develop  new 
congregations,  promote  commu¬ 
nity  economic  development, 
strengthen  race  and  class  rela¬ 
tionships  and  improve  the  health 
of  the  community  and  its  resi¬ 
dents. 

Space  is  limited  and  the  regis¬ 
tration  deadline  is  Jan.  5.  For 
information,  contact  Schol  at 
212-870-3826. 

The  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  has  five  shalom 
zones.  Congregations  interested 
in  starting  a  zone  can  get  infor¬ 
mation  by  contact  Rev.  Leslie 
Akin,  director  of  CCOM  at 
(504)346-1646. 


God’s 

Love- 


Our  Lives 


How  does  God  speak  to  Bishop  William  B.  Oden 
you?  The  question  of  divine  revela¬ 
tion  is  always  a  tricky  one 

Traditionally,  United  Methodists  have  affirmed  that 
God  speaks  through  scripture,  tradition,  reason  and  experience. 
We  have  called  this  the  “Wesleyan  quadrilateral”  because  these 
“sources”  of  revelation  were  mentioned  in  various  writings  by 
John  Wesley. 

But  I’m  not  sure  how  much  meaning  this  fourfold  approach 
to  God  has  for  most  of  us.  I  once  asked  an  adult  membership 
class  what  quadrilateral  meant  and  got  an  immediate  answer: 
“The  four  wheel  drive  of  a  jeep!” 

That  may  not  be  far  from  the  truth.  Four  wheel  drive  means 
each  wheel  has  equal  strength. 

But  Wesley  also  said  that  he  was  a  man  of  one  book — the 
Bible.  Our  denomination  affirms  that  and  is  in  the  process  of 
thinking  through  the  primacy  of  scripture  in  relation  to  tradi¬ 
tion,  reason,  and  experience. 

As  we  go  through  the  Advent  season  and  prepare  for 
Christmas,  these  four  paths  to  knowing  God  are  especially  rele¬ 
vant: 

Scripture  tells  us  the  ageless  story  about  the  birth  of 
the  revealer  of  God’s  love. 

Tradition  includes  layers  of  customs  of  celebrating 
the  Christmas  story — and  each  congregation  and  fami¬ 
ly  has  its  own. 

Reason  is  our  God-given  ability  to  translate 
Christmas  love  into  our  daily  lives. 

Experience  includes  that  very  special  sense  of  peace 
that  descends  on  the  world  during  this  season  of  joy 
and  giving. 

Please  know  that  I  am  aware  that  our  Wesleyan  quadrilateral 
means  much  more  than  I  have  suggested.  It  just  seems  appro¬ 
priate  in  a  very  unique  sense  during  the  Christmas  season. 


IN  MEMORIAM 

Our  prayers  go  to  the  family 
and  friends  of  the  following  cler¬ 
gy  and  clergy  spouses. 

Mrs.  Margaret  Durham, 
wife  of  retired  minister  the  Rev. 
Floyd  Durham.  Mrs.  Durham, 
74,  died  on  December  6,  1995. 
She  is  survived  by  her  husband 
and  one  daughter,  Linda 
Hesterly. 

Funeral  services  were  held 
Saturday,  December  9,  1995  at 
St.  Luke’s  UMC  in  Shreveport. 

The  Reverend  Edward  O. 
Pickens,  Sr.  who  died  December 
5,  1995.  Rev.  Pickens,  67,  is 
survived  by  his  wife  Jeanette  W. 
Pickens;  three  of  four  children; 


Gayle  Ann  Owens,  Phaedra  Lee 
Penton  and  Jan  Cook;  and  eight 
grandchildren.  Edward  O. 
Pickens,  Jr.  preceded  his  father 
in  death. 

Funeral  services  were  held 
Thursday,  December  7  at  First 
UMC,  Denham  Springs. 

Mrs.  Georgine  F.  Seegers, 
surviving  spouse  of  the  Rev. 
Sidney  A.  Seegers.  Mrs. 
Seegers,  94,  died  November  29, 
1995.  She  is  survived  by  four 
children;  Winnifred  Seegers, 
Sidney  A.  Seegers,  Kathryn  S. 
Mouser,  and  Dorothy  S. 
Williams. 

Funeral  services  were  held 
Thursday,  November  30,  1995  in 
Monroe. 


A  Portion  Meant  For  Others 


Mission  Initiatives 
A  New  Fund, 
_ A  New  Focus 

Editors  Note:  This  is  the  fourth  part 
of  our  series  on  your  apportionments. 
If  you  would  like  more  information,  a 
brochure  on  apportionments  is  avail¬ 
able  from  your  district  and  conference 
offices. 

The  benefits  reaped  from  the 
Mission  Initiative  Fund  will  be 
many.  Delegates  to  the  1992 
General  Conference  passionately 
introduced  programs  to  address 
several  specific  concerns.  The 
areas  targeted  include  Hispanic 
and  Native  American  ministries, 
substance  abuse,  ministry  to  the 
college  campus,  older  adult  issues 
and  concerns  of  people  who  are 
hearing-impaired. 

The  four-year  national  plan  of 
ministry  with  Hispanic 


Americans,  will  receive  substan¬ 
tial  support  form  this  new  fund. 
The  program’s  intent  is  to  develop 
trained  lay  missioners,  3.000  new 
church  and  community  projects, 
500  outpost  church  schools,  200 
new  and  renewed  congregations 
and  1,000  small  groups. 
“Hispanics  are  the  fastest  grow¬ 
ing  ethnic  group  in  the  United 
States,”  said  the  Rev.  Jose  Palos, 
director  of  the  plan. 


Mission  Initiatives  Fund 

Substance  Abuse 

54% 

National  Plan  for 

Hispanic  Ministries 

24% 

Native  American 

Comprehensive  Plan 

12% 

Campus  Ministry 

7% 

Older  Adult  Ministries 

1.5% 

Developing  Congregations 

of  Deaf  Ministry 

1.5% 
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Leaders  heed  what  they  heard 


INDIANAPOLIS—  During  a  recess  at  the  recent  General  Council  on  Ministries  meeting, 
general  secretaries  of  the  church  discuss  proposed  legislation  which  may  affect  their  agen¬ 
cies.  From  top  left  are:  Stephanie  Anna  Hixon,  Cecilia  Long,  Roger  Ireson,  Ezra  Earl  Jones, 
Bruce  Robbins,  David  Lundquist  (back  to  camera)  and  Barbara  Ricks  Thompson. 


The  church’s  hierarchy  has 
listened  to  the  members  and  has 
heard  that  church  governance  is: 

»  Too  restrictive; 

'T  Too  big  and 

S  Costs  too  much. 

Heeding  what  they  heard. 
United  Methodist  denomination¬ 
al  leaders  propose  to  allow  more 
local  flexibility,  to  downsize 
churchwide  governing  boards 
and  abide  by  a  zero-percent  bud¬ 
get  increase  for  two  years  at  the 
church's  highest  programmatic 
levels  (see  related  stories  else¬ 
where  in  this  issue). 

These  proposals  are  going  to 
General  Conference,  the 
church’s  top  legislative  body, 
next  spring  in  Denver.  If 
approved  there,  these  proposals 
would  bring  substantive  changes 
to  the  church's  operation  and 
administration  directly  affecting 
congregations  and  regional  an¬ 
nual  conferences. 

The  church’s  top  coordinating 
council  proposes  to  allow  con¬ 
gregations  to  choose  their  own 
structure  so  long  as  they  fulfill 
the  required  functions  of  the 
church  within  that  structure. 

That’s  a  major  breakthrough 
for  proponents  who  want  to 
determine  their  own  local  church 
and  regional  annual  conference 
structures. 

But  if  congregations’  com¬ 
mitment  to  the  general  church 
is  not  sincerely  honored,  the 
church  could  feel  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  an  erosion  of  its  unique¬ 
ness  in  connecting  42,000  con¬ 
gregations  worldwide. 

In  focus  groups  and  other  lis¬ 
tening  sessions  in  the  past  two  or 
three  years,  clergy  and  laity  alike 
have  said  that  the  churchwide 
governing  boards  are  too  large. 
This  refers  not.  necessarily  to 
staff  size  but  to  the  number  of 
elected  directors  from  around  the 
world  who  come  together  once 
or  twice  a  year  to  set  policy  and 
monitor  results. 

The  coordinating  council 
heeded  this  call  and  is  recom¬ 
mending  to  the  General  Confer¬ 
ence  that  the  church’s  13  agency 
boards  be  cut  from  961  members 
to  630. 

Since  these  policymaking 
directors  are  volunteers,  each 
giving  hundreds  of  hours  to 
church  leadership,  this  wipeout 
of  a  third  of  the  directors  with¬ 
out  any  known  increases  in  staff 
positions  may  lead  to  inconve- 


Editorial 

nient  shortfalls,  especially  if 
congregations  expect  the  same 
level  of  service  from  their 
denominational  agencies. 

The  church’s  General  Council 
on  Ministries  was  not  the  only 
one  to  "get  the  message”  from 
the  focus  groups,  surveys  and  lis¬ 
tening  sessions. 

The  church’s  top  finance 
council,  with  the  blessings  of  the 
coordinating  council,  is  propos¬ 
ing  a  zero-percent  increase  in 
churchwide  agency  budgets  for 
1997  and  1998  and  only  a  two- 
percent  budget  increase  in  1999 
and  2000. 

The  hope  is  that  congrega¬ 
tions,  having  a  more  attainable 
goal,  will  give  more  in  meeting 
their  denominational  financial 
obligations. 

Some  bishops  fear,  however, 
that  the  no-increase  budget  will 
send  a  permissive  signal  to  con¬ 
gregations  to  continue  to  give 
only  80-90  percent  of  their  oblig¬ 


ation  instead  of  meeting  the  full 
hold-tbe-line  goal  three  years  in 
a  row. 

The  Reporter  commends  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries 
and  the  General  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration  for 
not  only  taking  the  time  to  listen 
but  also  for  heeding  what  they 
heard  and  for  proposing  actions 
that  could  make  a  difference  for 


If  the  three  major  proposals  in 
United  Methodist  law  outlined 
above  are  approved  next  spring, 
congregations  will  need  to  do 
their  shar  e  to  strengthen  and  not 
weaken  the  church.  Each  congre¬ 
gation  should: 

•S Adhere  to  a  structure  which 
will  maintain  and  not  weaken  the 
functions  which  characterize 
United  Methodist  congregations, 
S  Commit  to  paying  its 
denominational  obligations  in 
full  to  maintain  the  mission  and 
ministry  of  this  global  church 
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every  congregation. 

If  the  downsizing  proposal  is 
adopted,  however,  the  church 
must  be  careful  that  a  rush  to 
apparent  financial  savings — 
from  900-plus  directors  to  600- 
plus — does  not  sweep  in  with  it 
some  loss  of  representation  and 
sensitivity.  Disenfranchisement, 
either  real  or  imagined,  could  be 
a  heavy  price  to  pay. 


and 

'T Be  content  with  doing  more 
resourcing  for  themselves,  real¬ 
izing  that  with  downsizing, 
fewer  services  can  be  offered 
from  beyond  the  congregation. 

The  health  of  this  new  struc¬ 
ture  will  be  directly  dependent 
upon  the  strength  of  United 
Methodist  local  congregations 
and  the  willingness  of  those  same 
congregations  to  uphold  their  fel¬ 
low  members  around  the  world 
with  strong  connecting  ties. 


Your  church  should. 


They  brought  me  exactly  what  I  needed 
even  though  I  didn't  know  I  needed  it 


No  one  expected  her  to  die. 
Though  in  failing  health  for  sev¬ 
eral  months,  her  test  results  all 
came  back  within  the  normal 
range.  When  she  choked  while 
eating  a  little  Cream  of  Wheat  and 
went  into  a  coma,  we  were 
shocked  beyond  belief.  A  respira¬ 
tor  kept  her  alive  to  give  her  body 
time  to  recover.  We  waited.  We 
hoped.  We  prayed. 

During  this  vigil  I  stayed  at  her 
home.  I  visited  her  at  the  hospital. 
I  fell  asleep  on  the  couch  and  did 
not  change  my  clothes  for  three 
days.  Twice  she  was  taken  off  the 
respirator.  She  could  last  for  only 
a  few  minutes.  The  third  day  the 
breathing  tube  was  removed.  An 
oxygen  mask  was  provided  at  8 
a.m.  She  died  at  5:30  p.m. 

My  mother  was  dead 

My  mother  was  dead.  No  heart 
attack.  No  stroke.  No  cancer.  But 
she  was  dead  nonetheless.  A 
peaceful  end  for  her.  Shock  and 
numbness  for  the  rest  of  us. 

We  were  too  overwhelmed 
even  to  wonder  why  she  had  died. 
Arrangements  had  to  be  made; 
people  needed  to  be  called;  a  cas¬ 
ket  had  to  be  selected;  a  service 


My  Witness 


Steven  Spidell  is  a  parish 
associate  at  St.  Philip 
Presbyterian  Church  in  Pearland, 
Texas. 


had  to  be  planned. 

Through  all  of  that  I  was  clear 
on  only  one  thing.  I  wanted  to  be 
left  alone  to  tend  to  what  we  had 
to  do.  I  did  not  want  to  hear  how 
sorry  other  people  were.  I  did  not 
want  to  hear  about  how  sad  they 
were.  I  did  not  want  to  hear  about 
how  my  mother’s  death  had 
affected  them.  I  needed  to  grieve 
my  own  loss  and  not  for  others.  I 
did  not  want  to  spend  my  time  tak¬ 
ing  care  of  other  people. 

This  was  quite  a  change  for  me. 
For,  you  see,  I  am  a  pastor  and  a 
therapist.  Over  the  years  I  had 
helped  scores  of  people  go 
through  exactly  what  I  was  going 
through.  But  I  did  not  want  to  help 
others  now  to  deal  with  my  own 
mother’s  death.  Yet  for  all  of  the 
others  I  had  helped  through  their 


losses  and  grief,  I  did  not  have  the 
foggiest  idea  about  how  to  take 
care  of  myself. 

“Physician,  heal  thyself’  the 
old  adage  goes.  But  there  is  anoth¬ 
er  old  saying  that  says  that  a  doc¬ 
tor  who  has  himself  for  a  patient 
has  a  fool  for  a  doctor.  That  is  true 
for  ministers  as  well. 

But  then  they  started  to  call. 
They  started  to  come  by  the 
house.  They  expressed  their  con¬ 
dolences.  They  told  me  how  much 
my  mother  had  meant  to  them  and 
how  sorry  they  were  to  lose  her. 
They  brought  enough  food  to  feed 
an  army.  And  still  they  wanted  to 
talk.  They  were  so  sad;  they  were 
so  hurt;  they  would  miss  her  ter¬ 
ribly.  To  all  that  I  listened  and 
nodded  and  smiled  painfully. 

Just  leave  me  in  peace 

Why  won’t  you  just  leave  me 
in  peace  to  grieve?  I  wondered.  I 
sat  out  on  the  back  porch  in  soli¬ 
tude.  At  least  there  I  could  be 
alone.  Still  the  phone  rang.  Still 
the  visitors  came.  Then  came  the 
funeral  with  all  those  friends. 
Then  the  interment  with  more 
family  and  friends.  This  seemed 
to  go  on  forever.  When  would  I 
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finally  be  left  alone? 

Those  blasted  people  who 
would  not  leave  us  alone  were 
loving  me  even  as  much  as  they 
had  cared  for  my  mother.  I  know 
how  to  care  for  others.  Yet  I  could 
only  receive  such  love  and  atten¬ 
tion  in  very  small  doses. 

At  last  it  began  to  dawn  on  me 
that  these  friends  knew  more 
about  support  and  caring  than  I 
did.  You  don’t  leave  hurting  peo¬ 
ple  alone.  You  bug  them.  You 
interrupt  them.  You  break  in  on 
their  solitude.  You  fix  them  a 
sandwich  even  when  they  don’t 
want  to  eat.  You  pester  them  with 
love  whether  they  want  it  or  not. 

I  have  come  to  realize  that  that 
is  exactly  what  I  needed.  I  need¬ 
ed  people  to  look  after  me  in  what¬ 
ever  way  they  cared  to  whether  it 
fit  my  own  misguided  agenda  or 
not.  Bit  by  bit  their  pestering  love 
kept  me  going  through  the  next 
difficult  hours  and  days.  There 
would  be  time  enough  for  soli¬ 
tude.  There  would  be  lime  enough 
to  grieve  the  loss  of  my  mother. 
But  that  would  have  to  come  in  its 
own  way,  its  own  time. 

Now  I  can  be  grateful 

Now  I  can  be  grateful  for  all 
those  friends  who  would  not  leave 
me  alone.  They  made  me  remem¬ 
ber  that  I  was  loved.  They  made 
me  remember  that  my  grief  was 
truly  shared.  That  was  the  lesson 
I  learned. 

And  so  to  those  of  you  who  suf¬ 
fer  the  death  of  someone  close  to 
you  I  say  this:  Do  whatever  you 
have  to  do  to  take  care  of  yourself. 
But  thank  God  when  you  have 
friends  who  do  not  give  you  what 
you  think  you  want  but  give  you 
what  you  really  need:  The 
reminder  that  you  are  not  alone. 


Hurrah  for  article 
on  mission  board 


Hurrah  for  M.  Philip  Susag  for 
writing  his  article,  "Task  force 
ignored  criteria  in  mission  board 
site  pick,”  and  hurrah  for  the  edi¬ 
tors  who  approved  its  printing. 

I  hope  the  board  and  its  plan¬ 
ners  left  a  parking  space  at  their 
beautiful  new  headquarters  for 
Jesus  to  park  his  donkey. 

Carl  N.  Wathne 
Lexington,  Massachusetts 

Hail,  Bishop  Skeete! 

Praise  God  for  the  stand  that 
Bishop  F.  Herbert  Skeete  has 
taken  in  opposing  relocation  of 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries. 

We  originally  supported  the 
concept  of  studying  the  issue  of 
moving  to  a  more  central  location. 
We  agree  with  the  bishop  that 
spending  nearly.  $72  million  to 
move  the  agency  would  be 
“downright  sinful.” 

Mardel  and  Roger  Tanquist 
Grand  Coulee,  Washington 

'One  of  my  highlights' 

I  want  to  commend  Dr.  Marcus 
Fang  on  his  stand  on  continuing 
to  include  lay  people  in  the  "lay¬ 
ing  on  of  hands”  ritual  during  the 
ordination  of  clergy  (see,  Nov. 
10). 

I  pray  that  Dr.  Fang  will  submit 
his  petition  to  the  1996  General 
Conference. 

I  participated  in  such  a  service 
in  1974,  and  it  was  one  of  the 
highlights  of  my  life.  I  have  kept 
in  close  contact  with  Dr.  Robert 
Weir  over  the  years  and  am  very 
proud  of  him.  He  is  still  very  spe¬ 
cial  to  me. 

Mrs.  Gorman  Owens 
Wellington,  Texas 

Correct  misimpression 

Allow  me  to  correct  a  misim¬ 
pression  carried  in  your  editorial 
page  for  Nov.  10,  “Reasoning 
together  still  best  way  to  counter 
angry  or  untrue  words.” 

The  draft  of  the  resolution  on 
the  use  of  the  media  by  the  Reli¬ 
gious  Right  was  the  work  of  staff 


Sayings 


“As  I  see  it,  ecumenism  lives 
in  your  heart,  is  acted  out  in  your 
life  and  shapes  how  you  organize. 
In  short,  being  ecumenical  is  a 
way  of  being  Christian.  From  that 
point  of  view,  the  ecumenical 
movement  is  alive  and  well  and 
very  widespread.” 

— The  Rev.  Joan  Brown 
Campbell,  chief  executive  of  the 
National  Council  of  the 
Churches  of  Christ  in  the 
U.S.A.,  in  an  interview  in  The 
Christian  Century. 


“Democracy  cannot  be  sus¬ 
tained  without  a  share  commit¬ 
ment  to  certain  moral  truths  about 
the  human  person  and  human 
community.” 

“Every  generation  of  Ameri¬ 
cans  needs  to  know  that  freedom 
consists  not  in  doing  what  we  like 
but  in  having  the  right  to  do  what 
we  ought. 

— Pope  John  Paul  II,  speak¬ 
ing  during  his  recent  U.S.  tour. 


Letters 
to  the  Editor 

in  consultation  with  some  com¬ 
mission  members  ahead  of  time. 
It  was  never  meant  to  be  anything 
more  than  a  starting  point  from 
which  to  work.  The  final  draft, 
passed  unanimously,  was  a  much 
improved  document  in  many 
ways.  It,  too,  was  the  work  of  staff 
and  commission  members. 

The  dichotomy  you  draw 
between  the  staff  and  commission 
members  is  unfortunate  and 
untrue. 

Judy  Weidman 
General  Secretary 
General  Commission  on 
Communications 

EDITOR’S  NOTE:  As  our 
Nov.  10  editorial  indicated,  The 
United  Methodist  Reporter  for¬ 
mally  invited  chief  executive  offi¬ 
cers  of  both  the  United  Methodist 
General  Commission  on  Commu¬ 
nications  and  of  The  Institute  on 
Religion  &  Democracy  to  a  medi¬ 
ation  session  at  our  new  Commu¬ 
nications  Center  in  Dallas. 

Ms.  Weidman  declined  the  invi¬ 
tation. 

Diane  Knippers,  IRD  presi¬ 
dent,  accepted  but  only  under  cer¬ 
tain  conditions. 

Neither  indicated  willingness 
to  compromise  or  reconsider. 

Given  the  apparent  irreconcil¬ 
ability ’  between  their  responses,  no 
mediation  session  has  been  sched¬ 
uled  and  none  is  anticipated. 

Some  are  pro-lifers 

I  didn’t  get  the  message  you 
tried  to  get  across  about  Dr. 
Tompkins’  $8.4  million  lawsuit 
damage  (see  UMR,  Nov.  3). 

Are  you  bragging  or  complain¬ 
ing?  Would  Jesus  print  the  article? 
I  don’t  think  so,  because  it  pro¬ 
motes  United  Methodist  approval 
of  abortion  on  demand  and  gloats 
over  the  misfortune  of  another, 
specifically  Operation  Rescue. 

Some  United  Methodists  are 
pro-lifers,  you  know. 

James  Siewert 
Delmar,  New  York 

Tell  us  your 
views! 

Address  letters  for 
publication  to  "Letters  to 
the  Editor."  Include  your 
full  name,  address  and 
telephone  number: 

StlBy  mail  to 
/  P.O.  Box  660275, 

Dallas,TX  75266-0275 
®By  fax  to  214-630-0079 
By  E-mail: 

EcuNet:  mailbox  UMR 
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761 13.662@compuserve.com 


:  AT  IN  Cl 

IIFUL  AND 

CREATIVE  LEA  HERS 
FOR  Till-:  CHURCH'S 
MINISTRIES  IN  THE 

WOR  i.n. 


At  Candler,  more  than 
600  students  in  6  programs 
work  with  57  faculty 
in  response  to  God’s  call 
to  service.  To  join  us, 
call  collect  404  727-6326. 


EMORY 


DECEMBER  15,  1995 


Faith  in  the  world 


3c^jb 

hotlisi  ^*-^1 


The  united  Methodist 

REPORTER 


(  ^ 

Faith  Watch 

From  news  and  staff  reports 

HEADS  WORLD  SERVICE: 

A  Portland,  Ore.,  Christian 
Church  (Disciples  of  Christ) 
minister  has  been  named  head 
of  Church  World  Service,  the 
relief,  development  and  refugee 
assistance  ministry  of  the  Nation¬ 
al  Council  of  the  Churches  of 
Christ  in  the  U.S.A.  The  Rev. 
Rodney  I.  Page  will  assume  his 
new  duties  April  1 .  He  has  been 
executive  director  of  Ecumenical 
Ministries  of  Oregon  since  1982. 
At  Church  World  Service  he  will 
succeed  the  Rev.  R.  Lawrence 
Tumipseed,  interim  executive 
director  since  1993  and  a  long¬ 
time  CWS  staff  member. 

SUPPORT  ACCORD:  Lead¬ 
ers  of  two  mainline  Protesant 
denominations  sent  pastoral 
letters  to  church  members  Dec.  7 
supporting  the  Bosnian  peace 
accord  reached  recently  in  Day- 
ton,  Ohio.  They  are  the  Rev. 
Richard  L.  Hamm,  general  min¬ 
ister  and  president,  Christian 
Church  (Disciples  of  Christ),  and 
the  Rev.  Paul  H.  Sherry,  presi¬ 
dent,  United  Church  of  Christ. 

ACCOMPANY  CLINTON: 

Six  American  religious  leaders 
accompanied  President  Clinton 
at  their  own  expense  on  his 
recent  trip  to  Ireland.  In  addi¬ 
tion  to  two  United  Methodists 
identified  earlier  (see  Reporter, 
Dec.  8),  they  were  the  Most  Rev. 
Daniel  P.  Reilly,  Roman 
Catholic;  the  Revs.  Duncan 
Hansen  and  Henry  J.  Postel, 
Presbyterian  U.S.A,,  and  Canon 
Brian  J.  Grieves  (Episcopalian). 

ARRAIGNED:  The  former 
comptroller  of  the  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  was 
arraigned  in  New  York  State 
Supreme  Court  Dec.  1  on  lar¬ 
ceny  charges.  William  R.  Jones, 
who  had  been  indicted  by  a  Man¬ 
hattan  Grand  Jury,  was  arraigned 
on  one  count  of  grand  larceny  in 
the  second  degree  and  four 
counts  of  grand  larceny  in  the 
third  degree.  He  is  accused  by 
the  board  of  embezzling  close  to 
$400,000. 

HEADS  INQUIRY:  South 
Africa’s  President  Nelson  Man¬ 
dela  has  named  the  Rev. 

Desmond  Tutu,  the  Anglican 
archbishop  of 
Cape  Town,  to 
chair  the  17- 
member  Truth 
and  Reconcilia¬ 
tion  Commis¬ 
sion  that  will 
investigate 
atrocities  com¬ 
mitted  during 
the  former 
apartheid  era. 
Archbishop  Tutu  said  that  the 
emphasis  in  the  commission 
should  not  be  on  reprisal  and  ret¬ 
ribution.  Dullah  Omar,  South 
African  minister  of  justice,  said 
he  expected  the  commission  to 
hear  “about  a  thousand  cases  of 
gross  human  rights  violations.” 

WOMEN  LOOK  TO  1997: 

The  Churchwide  Coordinating 
Team  of  Presbyterian  Women  has 
announced  that  “Surrounded  By 
a  Cloud  of  Witnesses”  is  the 
theme  of  the  1997  Churchwide 
Gathering  of  Presbyterian 
Women.  The  gathering  in 
Louisville  July  9-13,  1997,  will 
mark  the  first  time  the  event  has 
been  held  in  a  city  rather  than  on 
a  college  campus.  More  than 
5,000  participants  are  expected. 

OPPOSE  NUCLEAR  DUMP: 

United  Methodist  Bishop  Roy 
Sano  of  Los  Angeles  has  circu¬ 
lated  a  draft  letter  to  other 
bishops  in  the  church's  12-state 
Western  Jurisdiction  and  other 
bishops  asking  them  to  oppose 
opening  a  nuclear  dump  site  at 
Ward  Valley  near  Needles, 

Calif.,  and  the  Colorado  River. 
He  said  that  a  rider  attached  to 
the  massive  federal  Budget  Rec¬ 
onciliation  Bill  would  transfer 
title  to  federal  land  at  Ward  Val¬ 
ley  to  the  state  of  California, 
without  any  enforceable  condi¬ 
tions. 


DESMOND  TUTU 


Church  council  approves  transitional  structure 


STAFF  PHOTO  BY  DANIEL  R.  CANCLER 

INDIANAPOLIS— United  Methodist  mission  agency  staff  member  William  R.  Carter  of  New 
York  (left)  discusses  representation  with  Nellie  Long  of  Oklahoma  City  (center)  and  Steve 
Martin  of  Washington,  D.C.,  (right)  during  debate  over  the  size  of  the  13  general  church 
agency  boards. 


By  DANIEL  R.  GANGLER 

Associate  Editor 

INDIANAPOLIS— The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church’s  top  coor¬ 
dinating  council  recently  ap¬ 
proved  four  recommendations  to 
establish  a  transitional  restructur¬ 
ing  of  the  10-million  member 
global  denomination. 

Final  approval  of  the  recom¬ 
mendations  is  needed  by  General 
Conference,  the  church's  top  leg¬ 
islative  body,  which  will  meet 
April  16-26,  1996,  in  Denver. 

The  recommendations  were 
approved  by  the  113-member 
General  Council  on  Ministries 
following  two  intense  days  of 
committee  meetings  and  three 
major  floor  debates  exceeding 
four  hours  over  two  days. 

Recommendations 

The  council  recommends  that 
General  Conference: 

1 .  Establish  a  30-member  Con- 
nectional  Process  Team  (task  force) 
to  “manage,  guide  and  promote"  a 
four-year  (1997-2000)  transition  to 
a  yet-to-be  determined  structure  for 
the  global  church, 

2.  Approve  an  “interactive- 
connectional  model,”  meaning  a 
basic  organizational  structure 
consistent  for  various  levels  of 
church  administration  from  con¬ 
gregations  to  the  yet-to-be  pro¬ 
posed  global  conference, 

3.  Request  the  church’s  13  gen¬ 
eral  agencies  to  reorganize  and 
reduce  the  number  of  their  gov¬ 
erning  members  and 

4.  Ask  the  Council  of  Bishops 


to  seek  and  speak  what  they  dis¬ 
cern  to  be  God's  vision  for  the 
future  of  the  church. 

The  most  sweeping  reform 
proposed  by  the  council  for  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  approval  was 
provisions  for  the  flexibility  of 
structure  in  the  church’s  69  annu¬ 
al  (regional)  conferences  in  the 
United  States. 

The  council  suggested  17  dis¬ 
ciplinary  changes  by  adding  the 
words  “other  structure  to  provide 
for  these  functions  and  maintain 
the  connectional  relationships"  as 
an  option  to  annual  conference 
structure. 

These  changes  were  identified 
as  responses  to  a  task  force  study 
which  reported  many  requests  for 
more  flexibility  in  annual  confer¬ 
ences. 

The  council  also  recommended 
similar  flexibility  for  local  church 
structure.  Local  congregations 
would  be  permitted  to  provide 
administrative  structures  needed 
for  their  particular  ministries  with 
the  stipulation  that  they  provide 
for  all  the  functions  familiar  to  The 
United  Methodist  Church. 

Painful  struggle 

The  council’s  most  painful 
struggle  was  deciding  how  far  to 
cut  the  number  of  members  on 
each  of  the  church’s  13  general 
agency  governing  bodies. 

Council  members  found  a  task 
force's  recommendation  of  601 
too  drastic.  After  three  hours  of 
debate,  a  compromise  of  630  from 
the  present  961  was  approved  for 
General  Conference  considera¬ 


tion  next  spring. 

Bishop  William  W.  Dew  Jr. 
(Portland  Area),  the  council’s 
president,  reminded  council 
members  that  “in  the  next  four 
years  everything  is  on  the  table 
(for  consideration),”  meaning 


these  figures  are  provisional. 

Representing  ethnic  concerns 
the  Rev.  Sam  Wynn  of  Fayette¬ 
ville,  N.C.,  and  the  Rev.  Jonathan 
D.  Keaton  of  Naperville,  Ill.,  both 
voiced  opposition  to  lower  repre¬ 
sentations  for  ethnic  members. 


Mr.  Keaton  said  he  was  sad¬ 
dened  that  ethnic  representation 
on  the  church’s  boards  doesn’t 
come  naturally  but  only  by 
adding  special  ethnic  categories 
to  ensure  ethnic  representation. 


Committee:  'No  reason  to 
move  any  church  agency' 
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INDIANAPOLIS— The  Rev.  Clifford  Droke,  outgoing  general 
secretary-treasurer  of  the  church's  top  finance  counsel,  greets 
incoming  general  secreary-treasurer  Sandra  Kelley  Lackore 
who  was  elected  Dec.  1  in  Indianapolis.  She  becomes  the 
general  church's  first  woman  treasurer  on  Jan.  1 . 


By  DANIEL  R.  GANGLER 

Associate  Editor 

INDIANAPOLIS— There  are 
no  compelling  reasons  under 
United  Methodist  structure  for 
any  of  the  13  churchwide  agen¬ 
cies  to  change  sites,  says  a  site- 
location  review  committee. 

The  eight-member  General 
Agency  Headquarters  Location 
committee  reported  its  findings 
during  a  joint  session  of  the 
denomination’s  program  coordi¬ 
nating  and  finance  councils  Nov. 
27-Dec.  1  in  Indianapolis. 

Lenora  Thompson  of  Philadel¬ 
phia,  chair  of  the  joint  committee, 
said  the  report  concluded  that 
“these  properties  are  well  main¬ 
tained,  located  to  the  advantage  of 
the  agencies’  mission  and  min¬ 
istry,  and  safe  and  appropriate  for 
agency  employees.” 

The  committee  worked  sepa¬ 
rately  from  the  site  selection  task 
force  for  the  church’s  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

The  latter  task  force  has  recom¬ 
mended  that  the  1996  General 
Conference,  the  church’s  top  leg¬ 
islative  body,  relocate  the  mission 
agency  headquarters  to  a  new  $  1 5- 
million  complex  in  Reston,  Va. 

In  its  own  report  to  the  all¬ 
agency  site  study  committee,  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries  stated  that  New  York  is  its 
most  advantageous  site.  It  listed 
that  city’s: 

S  Diversity  of  work  force  and 
communities; 

*  Confluence  of  international 
embassies  and  the  United  Nations 
headquarters  and 

S  Availability  of  international 
and  domestic  travel. 

The  mission  agency’s  report 
stated  that  if  its  headquarters  were 
relocated  such  a  move  might  cause: 

*  Inability  to  remain  easily  in 
contact  internationally; 


S  Potential  loss  of  a  highly 
diverse  work  force  and 

^  Potential  loss  of  low-cost 
office  space. 

The  eight-member  site  study 
committee  said  the  report  submit¬ 
ted  by  the  Global  Ministries  board 
estimated  the  useful  life  of  current 
facilities  housing  the  board  at  100 
years. 

The  only  headquarters  building 
needing  attention,  according  to 
the  all-agency  report,  is  the  home 
of  the  church’s  social  action 
agency  in  Washington,  D.C., 
located  on  Maryland  Avenue 
across  from  the  Capitol. 

General  Board  of  Church  and 


Society  trustees  are  planning  a 
year-long  renovation  of  the  office 
building  that  is  projected  to  cost 
up  to  $7-million.  No  starting  date 
was  given. 

The  General  Agency  Head¬ 
quarters  Location  Committee  is  a 
standing  committee  which 
reviews  church  properties  every 
four  years.  This  committee  did  its 
research  by  mailed  survey  rather 
than  by  on-site  reviews,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Ms.  Thompson. 

The  United  Methodist  Church 
has  headquarters  properties  in 
Washington,  Nashville,  New 
York,  Evanston,  Ill.,  Madison, 
N.J.  and  Dayton,  Ohio. 


Campaign  focuses  on  Congressional  cuts 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

WASHINGTON— “Whose 
child  is  this?”  uses  the  Advent  of 
Christ’s  birth  to  look  to  the  well¬ 
being  of  poor  children  and  women. 

The  campaign  seeks  grass¬ 
roots  involvement  of  United 
Methodists,  applying  the  Christ¬ 
ian  faith  to  social  issues  affecting 
the  lives  of  children. 

A  joint  task  force  of  the 
Women’s  and  National  Divisions 
of  the  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  mounted  the 


campaign  asking  church  groups 
throughout  the  United  States  to 
use  prayer  and  action  on  behalf  of 
children  as  Christians  everywhere 
prepare  to  celebrate  Christ's  birth. 

Annual  conference  and  district 
United  Methodist  Women  offi¬ 
cers,  national  mission  leaders  and 
others  in  the  church  have  been 
sent  a  packet  of  materials. 

Worship  resources  focusing  on 
children  are  part  of  the  packet  that 
contains  information  on  military 
spending  and  cuts  in  educational, 


nutritional  and  medical  services. 

Other  items  in  the  packet  in¬ 
clude  a  petition  that  cites  the 
Social  Creed,  a  fact  sheet,  and 
suggestions  for  using  local  media 
and  for  contacts  with  Congress. 

One  idea  suggests  collecting 
artwork,  letters  or  postcards  from 
children  and  youth  reflecting  con¬ 
cern  for  those  without  food,  shel¬ 
ter,  clothing  and  health  care,  and 
then  forwarding  them  to  represen¬ 
tatives  and  senators  as  Christmas 
greetings. 


White,  black  churches 
may  benefit  from  plan 


By  DANIEL  R.  GANGLER 

Associate  Editor 

INDIANAPOLIS— White 
congregations  in  transitional 
neighborhoods  will  benefit  as 
much  as  black  congregations 
from  the  implementation  of  a 
proposed  plan  to  strengthen 
black  congregations. 

That’s  what  Bishop  Woodie 
W.  White  (Indiana  Area)  offered 
as  an  extra  incentive  during  a 
presentation  to  The  United 
Methodist  Church's  coordinat¬ 
ing  council  on  a  proposed  four- 
year  plan  called  “Strengthening 
the  Black  Church  for  the  21st 
Century.” 

The  General  Council  on  Min¬ 
istries  approved  the  plan  during 
its  Nov.  27-Dec.  1  meeting  in 
Indianapolis. 

The  plan,  however,  must 
receive  final  approval  and  bud¬ 
get  support  during  the  church’s 
highest  legislative  body,  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference,  next  spring. 

Bishop  White  said  that  more 
and  more  inner-city  white  congre¬ 
gations  are  in  transitional  neigh¬ 
borhoods  with  ethnic  populations 
moving  into  formerly  predomi¬ 
nately  white  neighborhoods. 

He  said  that  the  “Strengthen¬ 
ing  the  Black  Church”  plan 
would  help  these  transitional 
churches  maintain  their  vitality 
by  exhibiting  the  dynamics  nec¬ 
essary  for  a  strong  congregation 
in  a  racially  transitional  area. 

The  $1. 3-million  4-year  plan 
comes  from  a  10-person  panel 
chaired  by  Bishop  White.The 
plan  resulted  from  a  study  man¬ 
dated  by  the  1992  General  Con¬ 
ference  to  ensure  the  vitality  of 
black  United  Methodist  congre¬ 
gations. 

Calling  the  new  mission 
focus  a  “gift  to  the  denomina¬ 
tion,"  Bishop  White  said  the 
panel  has  identified  65  vital 
black  congregations. 

Bishop  White  explained  that 
if  the  program  is  approved,  a 
coordinating  committee  would 


work  with  the  Council  of  Bish¬ 
ops  in  selecting  25  vital  and 
growing  black  congregations  to 
establish  host  resource  centers. 

Those  who  presented  the  plan 
in  Indianapolis  used  Frazer 
Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Montgomery,  Ala., 
and  Windsor  Village  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Houston  as 
examples  of  rapidly  growing 
older  congregations  which  revi¬ 
talized  their  ministry  and  out- : 
reach  through  an  array  of  pro¬ 
grams  meeting  the  needs  of  their 
changing  neighborhoods. 

Bishop  White  said  that  laity : 
and  clergy  training  sessions  in 
congregational  vitality  are  a  key 
to  the  plan.  It  calls  for  offering 
10  such  training  sessions  per 
year  for  10-15  congregations 
over  the  four  years  or  a  total  of 
400-600  congregations. 

The  Rev.  Walter  Kimbrough, 
Atlanta  pastor  and  a  member  of 
the  resource  panel,  emphasized, 
the  importance  of  bringing 
church  leaders  into  existing  vital 
congregations  so  these  leaders 
can  leant  first  hand  from  “grow¬ 
ing,  vibrant,  caring,  dynamic 
congregations.” 

He  said  the  biggest  portion  of 
the  proposed  budget  will  be 
granted  in  the  form  of  scholar¬ 
ships  to  enable  partner  church 
leaders  to  travel  to  host  church¬ 
es  for  on-site  study,  fellowship, 
music  and  divine  direction. 

He  estimated  the  overall  four- 
year  cost  of  the  project  at  up  to 
$3-million,  including  25  host 
congregations  contributing  staff, 
volunteer  and  material  resources. 

If  approved  by  General  Con¬ 
ference,  the  four-year  1997- 
2000  plan  will  be  implemented 
by  a  19-member  coordinating 
committee.  These  will  include 
three  from  each  of  the  church’s 
five  multi-state  jurisdictions  in 
the  United  States,  one  lay  and 
one  clergy  from  Black  Meth¬ 
odists  for  Church  Renewal  and 
two  bishops  named  by  the  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Bishops. 


‘Third  Sunday  of  Advent 

(Lectionary  Year  A) 

Aw  "My  soul  mcig- 
1  nifies  the  Lord 
f  and  my  spirit 

rejoices  in  God 
my  Savior...” 

Luke  1:47 

Luke  1:47-55 

Isaiah  35:1-10 

James  5:7-10 
Matthew  11:2-11 

How  are  these  two  member  of  the  "Peanut 
Brittle  Brigade"  stirring  up  mission  money? 
For  the  lowdown  on  their  sweet  success,  see 
page  4,  inside. 


United  Methodist  leaders  confer  on  church's 
structure  and  finances,  but  how  well  they  work 
depends  on  you. 


See  editorial  inside,  page  2 
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v From  news  and  staff  reports 

TIME  TO  REMEMBER:  When 
Mt.  Zion  United  Methodist 
Church  (Memphis  Conference) 
opened  its  1906  cornerstone 
recently  as  part  of  its  150th 
anniversary,  one  of  the  most 
interested  onlookers  was  Vir¬ 
ginia  Jones,  age  95.  She  told  the 
crowd  she  was  six  when  the  small 
cavity  within  the  cornerstone  was 
filled.  Items  found  there  includ¬ 
ed  membership  rolls,  a  1906 
Book  of  Discipline,  and  a  small 
Bible.  The  two  books  are  going 
back  into  the  cornerstone  along 
with  modem-day  mementoes  to 
be  looked  at  on  the  church’s 
200th  anniversary. 

ASSOCIATE  NAMED:  A 

Choctaw,  counselor  and  teacher 
in  Oklahoma  City  has  been 
named  associate  director  of  the 
National  United  Methodist 
Native  American  Center  at  the 
School  of  Theology  at  Claremont 
(Calif  ).  Kenneth  Wilson,  will 
be  responsible  for  program  and 
congregational  development  and 
ministerial  recruitment. 

HONORED:  MARCHA,  the 
United  Methodist  Hispanic  cau¬ 
cus.  recently  honored  the  Rev. 
Roy  D.  Barton  of  Dallas  for  his 
service  to  the  denomination's  Rio 
Grande  Annual  Conference  and 
the  Mexican-American  program 
at  Perkins  School  of  Theology, 
Southern  Methodist  University, 

SUIT  FILED:  George  Scott  Bis- 

set,  who  claims  to  have  been  sex¬ 
ually  abused  by  a  former  United 
Methodist  pastor  20  years  ago, 
has  filed  lawsuits  totalling 
$19.5  million  against  the 
church’s  Baltimore- Washing¬ 
ton  Annual  Conference,  Oak¬ 
dale  Emory  and  North  Bethesda 
United  Methodist  churches  and 
Harry  Miles.  Mr.  Miles  pleaded 
guilty  in  April  to  two  counts  of 
child  sexual  abuse  and  admitted 
performing  sexual  acts  with  Mr. 
Bissett  in  the  ’70s  when  he  was 
pastor  of  the  churches. 

SCHOLARSHIP:  Applications 
are  being  accepted  through  Jan. 

30  for  the  1996  Laura  Hofford 
Trust  scholarships,  established 
for  United  Methodist  young 
men  studying  for  mission-relat¬ 
ed  vocations  outside  the  U.S.  To 
obtain  an  application,  contact 
John  L.  McCullough,  associate 
general  secretary.  Mission  Person¬ 
nel  Resources  Program  Depart¬ 
ment,  475  Riverside  Drive,  Room 
1470,  New  York,  N  Y.  10115. 

MINISTERS'  WEEK:  “Jesus, 
the  Bible  and  the  Church"  will  be 
the  theme  of  the  61st  annual  min¬ 
isters’  week  at  Emory  University 
in  Atlanta  Jan.  8-10. 


'Peanut  Brittle  Brigade'  earns  sweet  profits 


PHOTO  COURTESY  OF  TRI-TOWN  NEWS 

Members  of  Sidney  (N.Y.)  United  Methodist  Church  June 
Bresee.and  Ed  Rowley  work  one  of  three  weekday  shifts  in 
the  church  kitchen  to  prepare  over  773  pounds  of  peanut 
brittle  to  sell  during  the  winter  holidays.  Proceeds  from  the 
sale  enable  the  Sidney  United  Methodist  Women  to  pay  their 
yearly  pledge  to  mission. 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

For  the  past  30  years.  United 
Methodist  Women  of  the  750- 
member  Sidney  (N.Y.)  United 
Methodist  Church  have  satisfied 
their  town’s  “sweet  tooth” 
through  homemade,  crunchy 
peanut  brittle. 

And  for  those  same  three 
decades,  the  project  has  satisfied 
the  Sidney  women's  mission  bud¬ 
get. 

As  of  Dec.  1,  all  that’s  left  of 
this  year's  batch  are  30  half  pound 
bags  of  candy  out  of  some  774 
pounds  produced. 

This  year’s  profits  to  date: 

$2,000. 

About  40  miles  east  of  Bing¬ 
hamton,  Sidney  is  within  United 
Methodism’s  Wyoming  regional 
annual  conference.  That  confer¬ 
ence  has  churches  in  both  down- 
state  central  New  York  and  upper 
Pennsylvania. 

Hundreds  of  batches 

One  of  the  original  peanut  brit¬ 
tle  cooks  is  Dorothy  Weeden.  As 
president  emeritus  of  Sidney 
UMW,  the  82-year-old  Mrs.  Wee¬ 
den  has  watched  the  ladies  of  her 
church  stir  hundreds  of  batches  of 
the  gooey  confection. 

“My  cousin  from  Arizona 
wanted  10  bags,”  Ms.  Weeden 
told  the  Wyoming  conference  edi¬ 
tion  of  The  United  Methodist 
Review — a  sister  publication  of 
the  Reporter. 

“Our  brittle  goes  all  over  the 


place.  A  lot  of  people  buy  it  for 
their  kids  for  Christmas." 

Wanda  Bookhout,  Sidney 
UMW  president,  said  candy-sale 
proceeds  help  pay  the  unit’s 
pledge  to  mission — the  undesig¬ 
nated  giving  channel  for  United 
Methodist  Women. 

Some  candy  money  is  also 
used  to  support  special  interna¬ 
tional  mission  projects,  such  as 
those  under  the  Wyoming  Annual 
Conference/Zimbabwe  Annual 
Conference  partnership. 

The  peanut  brittle  brigade  was 
started  by  a  Methodist  laywoman 
named  Ajinie  Lenz,  who  was  cer¬ 
tain  that  selling  homemade  candy 
would  be  a  great  way  to  raise 
money  for  missions. 

Her  idea  captured  the  hearts  of 
her  local  unit,  and  became  an 
annual  event.  Soon  the  project 
became  so  big  it  had  to  be  moved 
to  the  church  kitchen. 

For  most  of  three  decades,  the 
candy  has  been  made  at  the 
church — except  in  1981,  when  the 
church  was  renovated.  Then  the 
candy  was  prepared  in  shifts  at 
Grace  Terwilliger’s  house. 

Mrs.  Bookhout  says  it  takes 
weeks  of  planning  for  the  Sidney 
candy  cook-in  to  be  a  success. 

The  86-member  Sidney  unit — 
composed  of  the  Mary  and 
Martha  Circle  and  the  Sarah  Cir¬ 
cle — decides  on  a  work  week, 
usually  in  late  October.  A  sched¬ 
ule  is  made,  and  members  volun¬ 
teer  for  candy  shifts  during  the 
five-day  work  week. 

The  members  can  select  from 


three  work  shifts:  morning,  after¬ 
noon,  and  evening. 

Members  of  the  women's 
group  purchase  the  ingredients  for 
the  candy.  Sidney  members 
promised  Mrs.  Lenz  that  they 
would  never  reveal  the  delicious 
recipe,  but  they  will  hint  to  a  few 
cooking  secrets. 

“We  use  granulated  peanuts — 
not  whole  ones,”  whispered  Mrs. 
Bookhout.  “That’s  300  pounds  of 
peanuts!” 

Each  shift  uses  eight  to  10  vol¬ 
unteers  to  produce  the  yummy  mix. 

“We  get  five  or  six  kettles 
going  at  the  same  time,  but  we 
make  only  one  batch  at  a  time,” 
Mrs.  Weeden  said. 

1,000  pounds  a  year 

Mrs.  Bookhout  said  the  most 
candy  the  unit  has  made  at  one 
time  was  2,000  pounds.  In  more 
recent  years  the  UMW  unit  has 
striven  to  complete  at  least  1,000 
pounds  of  peanut  brittle  annually. 

“Many  members  of  the  congre¬ 
gation  are  getting  up  in  years  and 
can’t  work  as  many  hours  now,” 
she  explained. 

After  the  product  is  divided 
into  half-pound  increments,  it  is 
sold  at  $2  a  bag. 

Selling  the  candy  becomes  a 
community  effort  by  major 
department  stores  and  even  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Sidney  chamber  of 
commerce. 

Mrs.  Bookhout  says  the  mer¬ 
chants  always  ask  to  sell  the  candy. 

“They  like  selling  the  candy — 
and  eating  it  too!” 


Church  assists  refugees 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

As  a  result  of  the  Bosnian 
peace  agreement,  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
will  be  among  agencies  assisting 
with  repatriation  of  refugees 
there. 

Having  worked  extensively  for 
several  years  to  rebuild  communi¬ 
ties  and  provide  humanitarian 
assistance  in  Central  Bosnia, 
UMCOR  has  been  asked  by  the 
United  Nations  High  Commis¬ 
sioner  on  Refugees  to  help  with 
resettlement,  according  to  Cather¬ 
ine  Fischer,  a  UMCOR  consultant. 

The  number  of  people  dis¬ 
placed  by  ethnic  warfare  in  the 
former  Yugoslavia  is  estimated  at 


3.3  million,  including  2.7  million 
in  Bosnia  and  Herzegovina. 

According  to  the  Nov.  23  New 
York  Times ,  repatriation  efforts 
led  by  the  U.N.  commission  over 
a  two-year  period  could  cost  $300 
to  $500  million. 

UMCOR  has  done  emergency 
repair  work  to  apartment  buildings, 
schools  and  community  centers. 

Ms.  Fischer  said  she  expects 
“more  and  more  money  will  be 
given”  to  reconstruct  individual 
homes  for  returning  refugees. 

Through  the  UMCOR-spon- 
sored  Youth  House  in  Zenica,  pro¬ 
grams  to  promote  community 
building  also  would  be  a  part  of 
the  repatriation  process. 


The  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief,  approaching  its 
third  year  of  coordinating  relief  efforts  in  Bosnia,  says  at  least 
20  volunteer-in-mission  teams  are  needed  there  in  1996. 

Persons  are  especially  needed  to  work  in  the  United  Methodist 
“Youth  House.”  Inquire  to  UMCOR,  475  Riverside  Drive,  New 
York  10115. 

Financial  support  can  be  made  to  UMCOR  Advance  No. 
333350-1,  “Bosnia  Emergency,”  and  Advance  No.  333640-2 
“Zenicia  Youth  House.” 


Classified 


RATES:  $1.40  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per 
insertion,  $28.00  minimum  charge  for  up  to  20 
words.  Blind  ads  $21 .00  plus  add  $11 .20  for  the 
8  words  to  insert  our  contact  information.  Cash 
must  accompany  order  except  on  contract 
advertising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in 
advance.  Products  and  services  go  through  an 
approval  process.  We  schedule  two  weeks  in 
advance  of  an  issue  date 


DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES  Chapel 
Hill  United  Methodist  Church.  Adult,  youth,  age- 
level  children's  choirs  Salary  negotiable  under 
cap.  Send  resume:  Dr.  Don  F.  Renshaw,  12441 
Templeton  Trail,  Dallas,  TX  75234. 


A  FAITH  BASED  SOCIAL  SERVICE  Agency  in 
Tucson,  Arizona  has  opening  for  Assistant 
Director/Program  Director.  Knowledge  of  Child 
Welfare  and  Housing  issues  essential.  MSW  or 
related  field  with  minimum  3  years  supervisory 
experience  required.  Experience  with  govern¬ 
mental  regulations  and  grant  writing.  Salary 
$26,000-$30,000  plus  benefits.  Mail  resume  and 
3  references  to:  Tucson  Metropolitan  Ministry. 
3127  E.  Adams,  Tucson,  AZ  85716  prior  to 
January  31, 1996.  EEOC 


CHURCH  PROGRAM  DIRECTOR.  Hixon 
United  Methodist  Church  is  seeking  to  fill  the  full¬ 
time  position  of  Program  and  Christian 
Education  Director.  The  position  includes 
responsibility  for  the  development  and  imple¬ 
mentation  of  all  church  programming,  with 
emphasis  on  “facilitating''  the  efforts  of  laity 
through  committee  and  individual  lay  ministry 
efforts.  A  college  degree  and  experience  in 
church  programming  are  required  Interested 
persons  should  send  a  resume  and  a  cover  let¬ 
ter  which  includes  salary  requirements  and  the 
names  of  three  professional  references  to: 
Hixon  United  Methodist  Church,  PO.  Box  45, 
Hixson,  TN  37343-0045,  Attn:  Curtis  Schofield. 


DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES.  Dynamic, 
growing,  young  suburban  UMC  searching  for 
Director  of  Music  Ministries.  Music  ministry  at 
Faith  UMC  is:  about  worship  instead  of  perfor¬ 
mance:  helps  the  community  to  sing  its  faith; 
inclusive;  supportive;  expands  individual  partici¬ 
pation  and  God-given  talents:  creates  an  atmos¬ 
phere  of  worship:  builds  community:  offers  mul¬ 
tiple  worship  styles,  is  expanding  and  growing 
through  instrumental,  bells,  drama,  and  puppets. 
We  are  looking  for  a  Director  of  Music  Ministries 
that  can  enhance  existing  programs,  who  is  cre¬ 
ative.  innovative,  a  team  player,  works  with  all 
ages,  can  provide  pastoral  care,  and  will  lead  us 
into  the  21st  Century  Send  resumes  and  salary 
history:  Faith  UMC,  7431  E  91st  St.,  Tulsa,  OK 
74133.  Fax:  (918)  250-1938 


ALL  NEW  15  PASSENGER  MINI  BUS-  No 
CDL  required  Immediate  delivery.  Trinity 
Transportation,  1-800-295-0390. 


RESIDENT  ASSISTANT  FOR  HOSANNA 
House  to  serve  as  live-in  caregiver  for  physical¬ 
ly  challenged,  mentally  alert  young  adults  in 
new  interdenominational  ministry  in 
Chattanooga,  Tennessee.  Patterned  after 
L  Arche  model,  physically  challenged  men  and 
women  and  live-in  caregivers,  who  assist  with 
daily  routines  and  transportation,  reside  togeth¬ 
er  as  a  family  in  a  beautiful  10-bedroom,  fully 
accessible  residence.  Training  provided.  Call  or 
write:  The  Rev.  David  Crippen,  Hosanna,  PO. 
Box  11483,  Chattanooga,  TN  37401. 
Phone/Fax  (706)  398-2848. 


DO  YOU  WANT  TO  ADOPT  A  BABY?  Methodist 
Mission  Home,  San  Antonio.  Now  accepting 
applications.  Texas  and  New  Mexico  residents 
call  (210)  696-7021  for  information. 


CALHOUN  FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST 
Church  located  in  the  beautiful  northwest  sec¬ 
tion  of  Georgia  is  seeking  a  full-time  Director 
of  Program/Education.  Primary  responsibili¬ 
ties  will  be  directed  toward  current  and  future 
ministries  with  children  and  older  adults. 
College  degree  and  experience  preferred,  but 
willing  to  consider  any  applicant  with  a  strong 
Christian  commitment  who  possesses  energy, 
creativity,  good  communication  skills  and 
vision  for  the  future.  Send  resume  to:  Calhoun 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  PO.  Box  517, 
Calhoun,  GA  30703.  For  further  information 
call  (706)  629-8949. 


MOUNT  SEQUOYAH,  THE  METHODIST 
Conference  Center  in  Fayetteville,  AR,  is  seek¬ 
ing  a  staff  member  to  direct  marketing,  hosting 
and  program  support.  Salary  range  $24-30k  with 
benefits.  Applications  in  writing-  fax  or  mail 
resume  and  letter  of  application  to:  Dr  Wallace, 
Fax  (501)  443-4569  or  150  NW  Skyline  Drive. 
72701.  Call  (501)  443-4531  to  request  position 
announcement.  


CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  DIRECTOR. 
Monticello  UMC,  23860  W.  75th,  Shawnee 
Mission,  KS  66227  (Kansas  City,  KS).  Fast¬ 
growing  400-member,  7-day-a-week  church. 
Full-time,  full  benefits.  Send  resume  to  above 
address  by  January  10,  1996.  Contact  Randy 
Robinson  at  (913)  441-1435. 


SEEKING  A  FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  Youth 
Ministry-  2000-member  church-  to  serve  in  a 
ministry  team  approach  with  music,  children  and 
adult  directors  Salary  and  benefits  negotiable 
Resume  to:  First  United  Methodist  Church,  PO 
Box  1138,  St.  Petersburg,  FL  33731-1138. 


DIRECTOR  OF  SINGLE  ADULT  MINISTRY 
large  metropolitan  church.  Responsible  for  all 
aspects  of  programming  singles  ministry 
Experience  in  single  adult  ministry  a  prerequi¬ 
site.  Send  resume:  Karen  Spencer,  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  1928  Ross  Ave , 
Dallas,  TX  75201 


DIRECTOR  OF  PROGRAM  AND  Christian 
Education:  First  United  Methodist  Church  Dallas 
seeking  qualified  person  to  work  with  multiple 
staff  in  the  area  of  administration,  coordination, 
and  evaluation  of  program  ministries.  Send 
resume  to:  Karen  Spencer,  FUMC,  1928  Ross 
Ave.,  Dallas,  TX  75201  HOUSEKEEPER.  MALE 
OR  FEMALE.  Light  housekeeping/cooking  for 
older  couple.  Texas  drivers  license  required. 
Separate  quarters  on  premises.  Country  living. 
Salary  based-40  hour  week.  (409)  756-3448. 


DIRECTOR  OF  FINANCE/PHYSICAL  Plant- 
CPA  or  MBA  in  accounting  or  finance.  Send 
resume  to:  Larry  Watson,  President,  Methodist 
Mission  Home,  6487  Whitby  Road,  San  Antonio, 
TX  78240,  Closing  date:  12/31/95. 


CHURCH  BUSINESS  ADMINISTRATOR: 
Person  experienced  in  business  or  a  profession¬ 
al  church  administrator  to  conduct  the  business 
affairs  for  large  downtown  church.  Personnel 
supervision.  Financial  oversight,  administrative 
responsibilities.  Degree  in  business  or  finance; 
familiarity  with  fund  accounting.  Good  people 
skills;  Christian  commitment,  United  Methodist 
background.  Salary  negotiable,  benefits  pack¬ 
age.  Position  description  available  upon  request 
Send  application  and  resume  to:  Mr  Bob 
Oldham,  First-Centenary  United  Methodist 
Church,  P.O.  Box  208,  Chattanooga.  TN  37401 
Include  name  of  at  least  three  persons  for  confi¬ 
dential  references  as  to  professional  and  per- 
sonal  qualifications. 


MINISTER  WITH  YOUTH  AND  YOUNG 
adults.  Growing  church  with  800+  in  worship 
in  metro  area  of  half-million  including  2  major 
colleges  seeks  creative  person  to  advance 
ministry  with  youth  and  young  adults.  Must 
have  demonstrated  ability  to  work  well  with 
large  groups  in  church,  school,  or  community 
setting.  Salary  commensurate  with  excel¬ 
lence  and  experience.  Will  wait  for  the  right 
person.  Send  resume  and  references  to:  Dr. 
David  Jones,  Trinity-on-the-Hill  United 
Methodist  Church.  1330  Monte  Sano  Ave., 
Augusta,  GA  30904.  Phone:  (706)  738-8822. 
Fax:  (706)  738-8824. 


UNITED  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY  in 
Dayton,  Ohio,  invites  applications  for  the 
position  of  Dean  of  Doctoral  Studies.  This  is  a 
full-time  faculty  position  A  feature  track  in 
negotiable  Starting  date  is  July  1. 1996.  This 
position  will  assume  full  responsibility  for  the 
doctoral  degree  program  (D.  Mio  &  D.  Miss) 
and  reports  directly  to  the  Provost.  Required 
qualifications  include  a  doctoral  degree,  an 
expertise  in  local  church  ministries  and  acad¬ 
emic  administration  experience.  Send 
resume  and  application  to:  Provost,  United 
Theological  Seminary,  1810  Harvard  Blvd.. 
Dayton.  Oh  45406.  EOE 


UMCOR  head:  'Viable  solution  to 
Balkan  crisis  has  not  been  attained' 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— The  peace 
process  being  launched  in  the 
former  Yugoslavia  could  prevent 
many  refugees  from  returning 
home,  according  to  a  United 
Methodist  relief  official. 

The  Rev.  Kenneth  R.  Lutgen, 
Jr.,  chief  executive  of  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
(UMCOR) — which  operates 
numerous  relief  projects  in 
Bosnia.  Serbia  and  Croatia — 
said  he  believes  a  viable  politi¬ 
cal  solution  to  the  Balkans  crisis 
has  not  been  attained. 

“We  all  have  a  hope  that  this 
peace  process  will  work,  but  at 
best  the  process  is  going  to  buy 
time,”  he  told  United  Methodist 
News  Service  during  a  Dec.  6 
interview  at  the  denomination's 
Board  of  Global  Ministries 
offices  here. 

Discussion  in  Geneva 

Fresh  from  discussing  the  cri¬ 
sis  at  a  Dec.  4-5  ecumenical 
meeting  in  Geneva,  Switzerland, 
Lutgen  said  the  fear  of  many 
Europeans  is  that  the  peace 
agreement  will  push  Croatia  and 
Serbia  to  form  a  new  working 
relationship  and  force  a  re-parti- 
tioning  of  Bosnia  into  two  differ- 


"We  all  have  a  hope 
that  this  peace  process 
will  work,  but  at  best 
the  process  is  going  to 
buy  time." 

—Kenneth  Lutgen 


ent  ethnic  sections. 

Although  he  supports  Ameri¬ 
can  peacekeeping  efforts,  “the 
difficulty  for  the  U.S.  is  to  be 
independent  of  this  process,"  he 
said.  If  the  United  States  arms  or 
trains  Bosnian  soldiers,  “it  could 
keep  us  in  a  long  and  tangled 
relationship.” 

With  a  re-partitioning  of 
Bosnia,  Lutgen  expects  not  to  see 
a  repatriation  of  refugees,  but 
rather  a  relocation  of  populations. 

Some  refugees — like  the 
400,000  Bosnians  in  mixed  mar¬ 
riages  who  fled  to  the  United 
States  or  other  parts  of  Europe — 
would  have  “no  place  to  go  back 
to,”  he  pointed  out. 

“There’s  a  human  rights  issue 
there  the  peace  process  hasn’t 
dealt  with,"  he  said. 

Relocation  also  raises  the 
moral  dilemma  of  complicity 


with  ethnic  cleansing  strategies. 

In  its  relief  work,  for  example. 
UMCOR  has  refurbished  build¬ 
ings  to  serve  as  collective  living 
centers  but  has  refused  to  reno¬ 
vate  houses  in  communities 
where  one  ethnic  group  has  been 
forced  out  by  another.  To  do  so, 
Lutgen  declared,  “would  literal¬ 
ly  be  participating  in  the  ethnic 
cleansing.” 

'Raise  moral  issue' 

Churches  must  raise  that  moral 
issue,  as  well  as  the  fact  that  there 
is  no  call  for  reconciliation  in  the 
current  peace  process. 

Then  churches  need  to  deal 
with  “the  age-old  hostilities  that 
separate  people,"  according  to 
Lutgen,  and  repent  for  previous 
inaction. 

UMCOR  is  an  implementing 
partner  in  Action  Churches 
Together  (ACT),  an  organization 
created  by  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  and  the  Lutheran 
World  Federation  to  respond  to 
large,  complex  crises  such  as  the 
ethnic  conflicts  in  Bosnia  and 
Rwanda.  Other  participants 
include  Church  World  Service  of 
the  National  Council  of  Church¬ 
es,  and  International  Orthodox 
Christian  Charities. 


'Include  people 
with  disabilities' 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

A  United  Methodist-related 
association  is  encouraging  the 
denomination  to  be  more  inclu¬ 
sive  toward  all  people. 

Meeting  recently  in  Norcross, 
Ga.,  the  Association  of  Physical¬ 
ly  Challenged  Ministers  (APCM) 
requested  that  the  denomination’s 
General  Conference,  its  top  law¬ 
making  body,  change  the  Disci¬ 
pline,  the  church’s  book  of  law,  to 
include  people  with  disabilities. 

The  association  wants  to  rein¬ 
force  a  mandate  from  the  church’s 
1992  General  Conference  for 
regional  boards  of  ordained  and 
diaconal  ministry  to  seek  out  a 
relationship  with  “all”  people 
encouraging  them  to  be  in  min¬ 
istry  in  the  church. 

The  five-year-old  association 
is  encouraging  the  General  Con¬ 
ference  to  add  the  words  “persons 
with  disabilities”  or  “disability” 
to  the  Disciplinary  paragraphs 
that  encourage  inclusiveness  in 
ministry. 

The  80-member  association 
wants  those  words  added  to  13 
paragraphs. 


Available  In  20’  to  33’  models  (12-38  passenger) 


CHURCH  BUSES 

•  we  rent  new  buses 

•  we  buy  used  buses 

•  guaranteed  buy  back 
Call  Henry  Headden 

Carpenter  Bus  Sales,  Inc 
Brentwood,  TN 
1-800-370-6180 
(615)  371-6180 


1996  Diaconal  Ministry 
Doctoral  Fellowships 

Contact  Div.  Diaconal  Ministry 

615-340-7375 

Applications  due  Feb.  1. 1996 


SCHOOL  OF  THEOLOGY 


few 


CLAREMONT 

Claremont, California 


icu|wm! 


-96 


Master  of  Divinity: 

•  Courses  include  those  on  contemporary  theological  thought 

•  Practical  parish  training 

•  Emphasis  on  community  interaction  and  social  issue  awareness 

Doctor  of  Philosophy  in  Bible  and  Theology: 

•  Designed  for  the  teaching  pastor  and  teaching  elder  of  the  local  church 

•  Taught  by  esteemed  STC  faculty 

Other  Degree  Programs  Offered: 

•  Doctor  of  Ministry 

•  Master  of  Arts 

•  Doctor  of  Philosophy  with  emphasis  in  Pastoral  Care  and  Counseling 

•  Doctor  of  Philosophy  with  emphasis  in  Religious  Education 


Please  send  me  information  about: 

□  M.Div.  program  □  Ph.D.,  Religious  Education 

□  Ph.D.,  Pastoral  Care  and  Counseling  □  Ph.D.,  Bible  &  Theology 

□  Summer  Study  ’96  (May  20-Aug.  29)  □  D.Min.  program 


City _ 


Zip 


Please  return  to:  Office  of  Admission,  School  of  Theology  at  Garemont,  1 325  N.  College  Ave., 

Claremont.  CA  91 71 1-3 I'm  1/800-626-7821 .  ext.  1-220. 
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A  celebration  of  gathering  as  God’s  people 

Prayerful  discernment  process 

guides  special  session  for  Conference  Center 


The  story  of  the  conference  center  is  shared  by  Harvey  Williamson, 
Cheryl  Gillespie,  Don  Avery  and  Tom  Matheny. 


The  Louisiana  Conference 
held  the  first  special  session  since 
1976  in  Alexandria  on  December 
9,  1995.  This  session  was  held  in 
order  to  seek  God’s  guidance  in 
the  completion  of  the  confer¬ 
ence  center  in  Woodworth. 
Almost  nine  hundred  delegates 
and  visitors  gathered  to  engage  in 
the  prayerful  discernment  process 
outlined  in  Rev.  Charles  Olsen’s 
book,  Transforming  Church 
Boards  into  Bodies  of  Spiritual 

Leaders.  This  process  combines 
the  work  of  the  spirit  with  the 
work  of  the  day  as  church  leaders 
listen  for  guidance  from  God. 

Under  the  musical  leadership 
of  Carolyn  “CeeCee”  Ross  of 
Evangeline  UMC,  Baton  Rouge 
and  Gay  Nell  Lormand  of  Asbury 
UMC,  Lafayette  as  well  as  the 
choir  of  First  UMC,  Alexandria, 
the  special  session  remained  a 
celebration  of  gathering  as  God’s 
people. 

FRAMING  THE  ISSUE 

Dr.  Charles  Simmons,  senior 
pastor  of  Broadmoor  UMC, 
Baton  Rouge  and  chair  of  the 
agenda  committee  gave  leader¬ 
ship  to  framing  the  issue  of  the 
special  session  saying  that  on  a 
journey  it  is  sometimes  necessary 
to  stop  and  ask  directions.  On  the 
journey  to  building  the  confer¬ 
ence  center  in  Woodworth  it  was 


time  to  come  together  and  ask 
directions  by  seeking  God’s  guid¬ 
ance.  He  asked  delegates  and  visi¬ 
tors  to  listen  to  one  another  and 
their  inner  spirit. 

TELLING  THE  STORY 

Storytelling  is  an  important 
aspect  of  spiritual  discernment 
since  it  gives  understanding  of  the 
issue.  The  story  of  the  conference 
center  was  told  by  Rev.  Don 
Avery,  Alexandria  District 
Superintendent;  Dr.  Tom 
Matheny,  Chairman  of  the 
Conference  Center  Board;  Dr. 
Harvey  Williamson,  Conference 
Center  Project  Manager  and  Mrs. 
Cheryl  Gillespie,  who  stood  in  for 
Mrs.  Carolyn  Dove.  They  told  of 
the  events  of  the  past  10  years 
leading  up  to  the  fulfillment  of 
the  dream  with  humor  and  cele¬ 
bration.  Adding  their  stories  were 
Mayor  Ned  Randolph  of 
Alexandria  and  Mayor  David 
Butler  of  Woodworth,  who 
pledged  their  support  to  see  the 
project  through  to  completion. 

TELLING  THE  MASTER 
STORY 

Bishop  William  Oden  connect¬ 
ed  the  story  of  the  conference 
center  with  the  Biblical  text  in 
Numbers  11:  17,  “...and  the  Lord 
put  his  Spirit  upon  them."  He 
reflected  on  this  text  chosen  as 


St.  Mark’s  -  Alexandria 
begins  Second  Mile  Giving 


During  the  Special  Session 
of  the  Annual  Conference 
Dr.  Nancy  Carruth,  chair  of 
Memorial  Giving  to  the 
Conference  Center  read  a  let¬ 
ter  from  St.  Mark  United 
Methodist  Church  of 
Alexandria.  Contents  of  the 
letter  include: 

The  members  of  St.  Mark 
UMC  have  paid  the  amount 
assessed  to  them  for  the 
Conference  Center.  We  are 
now  in  the  process  of  making 
what  we  call  our  “ second 
mile  "  giving  for  this  project. 

In  the  spirit  of  giving  we 
would  like  to  designate  our 
"second  mile  "  contribution  to 
furnish  a  room  in  one  of  the 
lodges  at  a  cost  of  S3, 000. 


Enclosed  you  will  find  our 
first  payment  of  $1,500 
toward  the  furnishing  of  a 
room.  .  .  . 

This  has  been  a  great 
vision  for  United 
Methodist  sof  this  state, 
and  we  are  indeed  glad 
that  we  are  helping  to 
make  this  vision  a  reality. 

Bishop  Oden  commended 
this  50-member  congregation 
for  its  spirit  and  dedication. 
The  conference  center  in  its 
first  phase  will  have  two 
lodges  with  32  rooms  per 
lodge.  He  challenged  other 
churches  and  individuals  to  get 
together  and  raise  an  additional 
$3,000  per  room  to  furnish  all 
the  rooms  in  the  lodges. 


the  theme  for  the  day  and  remind¬ 
ed  the  delegates  of  how  Moses 
discovered  he  couldn’t  lead  alone. 
He  urged  the  conference  to  pray 
for  the  spirit,  in  order  to  move 
forward  in  our  shared  vision. 

FRAMING  THE  QUESTION 

Discussion  of  the  information 
on  the  conference  center  finance 
was  led  by  Dr.  Tom  Matheny.  The 
delegates  were  given  a  breakdown 
showing  that  the  conference  cen¬ 
ter  expenses  will  require  an  addi¬ 
tional  $2.3  million.  This  figure 
includes  start-up  costs,  furnish¬ 
ings,  and  increases  in  construc¬ 
tion.  Dr.  Matheny  presented  a 
proposal  that  new  funds  be  raised 
as  follows:  memorials,  pledges 
from  churches  who  were  not  able 
to  participate  in  the  pledge  cam¬ 
paign,  pledges  from  new  United 
Methodist  members,  and  addi¬ 
tional  challenge  gifts.  The  United 
Methodist  Foundation  of 
Louisiana  is  committed  to  seek¬ 
ing  special  gifts  of  assets  such  as 
real  estate  and  stocks.  The  dele¬ 
gates’  questioning  of  finances  and 
the  committee's  work  led  to  a 
resounding  approval  and  commit¬ 
ment  of  the  work  in  progress. 

LISTENING  FOR  GOD’S 
GUIDANCE 

The  next  step  in  the  process  of 
prayerful  discernment  is  shed¬ 


ding.  The  delegates  were  asked 
to  pray  and  discover  which 
things  they  needed  to  shed,  lay 
aside  in  order  to  discern  the 
best  alternatives  for  the  con¬ 
ference  center.  They  shared 
their  prayerful  discovery  with 
others  in  small  groups. 

VISIONING 

The  delegates  voted  for  the 
six  propositions  (see  attached 
box  for  propositions  and  vot¬ 
ing  results).  The  approved  pro¬ 
posals  will  be  carried  out 
between  December  1995  and 
June  1996. 

They  shared  their  vision  of 
effective  ways  to  raise  funds  to 
complete  the  center.  Their 
ideas  are  being  compiled  and 
will  be  used  to  guide  an 
Implementation  Committee  in 
raising  additional  funds.  After 
screening  these  suggestions, 
the  committee  will  bring  a 
consensus  of  ideas  to  be  pre¬ 
sented  for  approval  at  Annual 
Conference  in  June  1996. 

Bishop  Oden  closed  the 
meeting  with  these  words  of 
encouragement,  “The  continu¬ 
ing  dream  of  the  Annual 
Conference  for  a  Conference 
Center  is  a  reality.  We  can  do 
it  together.” 


Delegates  formed  into  small  groups  to  pray  and  share  their  vision  for 
the  Conference  Center. 


Christmas  project 


becomes 

Many  people  decorate  their 
yard  for  Christmas,  but  this  year 
a  Baton  Rouge  couple  did  more 
than  just  place  decorations  on 
their  lawn.  They  found  a  unique 
and  exciting  way  to  bring 
Christmas  to  their  family,  friends 
and  neighbors. 

Carol  McMahan  wanted  a 
manger  scene  in  her  front  yard 
with  the  traditional  figures  but 
she  wanted  to  have  a  feeling  of  a 
journey  to  the  manger.  Carol 
decided  to  include  figures  from 
throughout  history  journeying  to 
the  manger.  Figures  include 
Lydia,  a  seller  of  purple  cloth,  a 
renaissance  couple,  a  Victorian 
couple,  early  American  figures, 
1930’s,  ministers,  clowns 
involved  in  clown  ministry  and 
Promisekeepers.  It  even 
includes  her  grandchildren  as  a 


a  journey 

drummer  boy  and  piano  boy. 
The  faces  on  the  figures  are 
those  of  friends  and  family, 
including  the  characters  at  the 
manger  scene. 

This  project  took  six  months 
to  complete  and  the  help  of 
many  family  members. 

The  journey  to  the  manger 
was  complete  when  approxi¬ 
mately  70  guests  joined  a  pro¬ 
cessional  to  the  front  lawn. 
Those  represented  by  figures 
carried  their  likenesses  to  the 
manger  to  worship  the  Christ 
child.  Carol  sums  up  this  jour¬ 
ney  in  the  words  of  one  partici¬ 
pant,  “I’ve  never  been  to  a 
Christmas  party  until  now!” 

Persons  or  churches  interested  in 

creating  their  own  manger  scene 
are  welcome  to  call  Carol  and  BUI 
McMahan  at  (504)292-5931. 


Corporate  Wisdom  of  the  Session 
Voting  Results  from  December  9,  1995 
Special  Session  of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
concerning  the  Conference  Center  at  Woodworth,  Louisiana 


Yes 

489 

518 

561 

516 

540 


549 


No 

105  I  approve  of  a  campaign  to  approach  churches 
w  ho  fell  short  of  their  goal  in  the  initial  cam¬ 
paign  in  order  that  the  laity  and  clergy  of  the 
churches  would  meet  their  goal. 

61  I  approve  an  effort  to  attain  new  pledges  by 
approaching  churches  that  did  not  respond  to 
the  center  campaign  or  reach  a  goal,  and  individ¬ 
uals  who  have  not  had  opportunity  to  pledge. 

15  I  approve  a  program  to  encourage  memorial 
gifts  to  provide  furnishings  and  other  needs  at 
the  center. 

68  I  approve  of  a  strategy  to  work  w  ith  the  pastors 
and  laity'  to  find  additional  challenge  gifts. 

30  I  approve  of  an  Implementation  Committee, 

appointed  by  Bishop  Oden  in  consultation  with 
the  Conference  Center  Board  and  the  Cabinet  to 
lead  in  the  effective  implementation  of  the 
approved  proposals;  to  research,  consider  strate¬ 
gies  submitted  today,  and  through  prayer  and 
discernment  decide  what  to  recommend  to  the 
Annual  Conference  in  June  1996. 

25  I  approve  a  proposal  for  the  Agenda 

Committee,  the  Cabinet  and  the  Conference 
Center  Board  to  meet  in  January  to  consider 
options,  discuss  issues,  and  prepare  recommen¬ 
dations  to  the  June  1996  Annual  Conference  on 
restructuring  the  Conference  Center  Board  in 
order  to  move  from  a  developmental  to  an  opera¬ 
tional  structure. 


Assistance  needed 


for  Russia 

The  First  UMC  of  Ekaterinburg,  Russia  has  been  supported 
by  Methodists  in  Louisiana  since  1991.  This  support  has 
been  in  the  form  of  food  and  medical  supplies,  Sunday  school 
and  worship  materials,  financial  assistance,  and  many  other 
areas.  Plans  for  the  construction  of  the  new  church  facility 
are  proceeding,  but  at  this  time  it’s  not  possible  to  predict  a 
beginning  and  completion  date.  The  quarterly  rent  for  the 
present  church  building,  which  includes  the  sanctuary,  Sunday 
School  meeting  rooms,  and  administrative  offices,  will  be 
$3,400  plus  $55  for  the  utilities  per  quarter. 

The  church,  under  the  leadership  of  Rev.  Olga  Kotsuba, 
continues  to  be  a  reflection  of  hope  and  promise  in  a  physical¬ 
ly  and  emotionally  trying  situation.  We  of  the  Louisiana 
Russian  Task  Force  ask  for  your  financial  support  to  help  the 
Ekaterinburg  CHURCH  continue  to  have  a  meeting  place. 
The  rent  for  the  first  quarter  of  the  new  year  is  due  now.  Our 
friends  in  Ekaterinburg  need  your  help  immediately.  Please 
send  donations  to  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference,  527 
North  Blvd,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802-5700.  Designate  for 
Russian  Initiative  #4488R.  (Churches  send  donations  in  with 
regular  remittance  report  on  line  4400  and  include  an  advance 
special  sheet.) 


Journey  to  the  Manger  is  not  just  a  s  ard  decoration  but  a  feeling  shared 
by  those  ssho  visit  Carol  and  Bill  McMahan's  yard  in  Baton  Rouge. 


LORD,  LET  THE  LIGHT  OF  CHRISTMAS  SHINE 
THROUGH  US  DURING  THE  COMING  YEAR 


The  United  Methodist 

REPORTER 


Faith  forum 


DECEMBER  22,  1995. 


Christians,  Jews  linked  by  light 


Just  as  this  symbol 
can  be  both  Jewish 
menorah  and  Christ¬ 
mas  candelabra,  so 
can  Jews  and  Chris¬ 
tians  find  common 
light  in  their  shared 
faith  heritage. 


The  overlapping  this  year  of 
Christmas  and  the  Jewish  cele¬ 
bration  of  Hanukkah  (Dec.  18- 
25)  is  a  coincidence  worth  cele¬ 
brating. 

Both  are  celebrations  of  light 
in  the  midst  of  darkness. 

Hanukkah,  an  eight-day  festi¬ 
val,  celebrates  the  lighting  of  the 
menorah  during  the  rededication 
of  the  Temple  in  Jerusalem  fol¬ 
lowing  the  overthrow  of  the  Syr¬ 
ians  by  the  Jews  in  165  B.C. 

Christmas  celebrates  the  com¬ 
ing  of  Jesus,  the  light  of  the  world 
(John  1:9). 

Even  beyond  this  year's  coin¬ 
cidental  timing.  United  Meth- 
odisi  and  Jewish  relations  are 
becoming  stronger  and  closer 
than  ever — a  feat  that  has  taken 
years  to  accomplish. 

Wanting  to  encourage  that 
relationship,  the  church's  ecu¬ 
menical  and  interreligious  con¬ 
cerns  agency  is  asking  General 
Conference,  the  church's  top  leg¬ 
islative  body  meeting  next  spring 
in  Denver,  to  approve  a  “quest  for 
new  understanding”  between 
United  Methodists  and  Jews. 

The  first  such  United 
Methodist-Jewish  "Bridge  in 
Hope”  statement  came  in  1972 
when  the  denomination  itself 
was  only  four  years  old.  That 
statement  was  followed  in  1980 


According  to  the  document 
proposed  for  adoption  by  the 
United  Methodist  legislative 
General  Conference  next  April, 
United  Methodist  participation 
in  Christian-Jewish  dialogue  and 
relationships  is  based  on  these 
nine  understandings: 

1.  There  is  one  living  God  in 
whom  both  Jews  and  Christians 
believe. 

2.  Jesus  was  a  devout  Jew,  as 
were  many  of  His  followers. 

3.  Judaism  and  Christianity 
are  living  and  dynamic  religious 
movements  that  have  continued 
to  evolve  since  the  time  of  Jesus. 

4.  Christians  and  Jews  are 


by  a  broader  one,  “Called  to  be 
Neighbors  and  Friends." 

The  proposed  “Building  New 
Bridges  in  Hope"  statement  on 
Christian-Jewish  relations  goes 
further  than  any  previous  state¬ 
ment.  It  urges  church  members 
and  congregations  to  undertake 
serious  conversations  with  Jew¬ 
ish  people.  That's  an  idea  worth 
serious  consideration. 


bound  to  God  through  biblical 
covenants  that  are  eternally  valid. 

5.  As  Christians,  we  are  clear¬ 
ly  called  to  witness  to  the  Gospel 
of  Jesus  Christ  in  every  age  and 
place. 

6.  As  Christians,  we  are  called 
into  dialogue  with  our  Jewish 
neighbors. 

7.  As  followers  of  Jesus 
Christ,  we  deeply  repent  of  the 
complicity  of  the  Church  and  the 
participation  of  many  Christians 
in  the  long  history  of  persecution 
of  the  Jewish  people. 

8.  As  Christians,  we  share  a 
call  with  Jews  to  work  for  justice, 
compassion  and  peace  in  the 


Editorial 

Particularly  appropriate  for 
interfaith  discussion  is  the  state¬ 
ment's  recognizing  “the  horror  of 
the  Holocaust  and  acknowledg¬ 
ing  our  complicity  and  responsi¬ 
bility,  repentance  and  commit¬ 
ment  to  work  against  anti-Semi- 


world  in  anticipation  of  the  ful¬ 
fillment  of  God’s  reign. 

9.  As  United  Methodist  Chris¬ 
tians,  we  are  deeply  affected  by 
the  anguish  and  suffering  that 
continue  for  many  people  who 
live  in  the  Middle  East  region 
which  includes  modem  Israel. 
We  commit  ourselves  through 
prayer  and  advocacy  to  bring 
about  justice  and  peace  for  those 
of  every  faith. 

Taken  from  the  proposed 
"Building  Mew  Bridges  in  Hope 
Statement  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church  on  Christian- 
/ewish  Relations." 


tism  in  all  its  forms.” 

The  key  to  good  interfaith 
relations  is  understanding  which 
comes  from  honest  dialogue, 
when  both  Christians  and  Jews 
come  to  an  acceptance  and 
appreciation  of  each  other. 

One  way  to  approach  this  dia¬ 
logue  might  be  joint  study  of  the 
American  Bible  Society’s  new 
translation,  the  Contemporary 
English  Version  of  the  Bible, 
which  seeks  to  overcome  the 
anti-Semitism  of  previous  trans¬ 
lations. 

This  kind  of  reciprocal 
“wrestling”  with  sacred  text 
draws  upon  the  Jewish  theologi¬ 
cal  practice  of  study  in  partner¬ 
ship  with  another.  Such  mutual 
study  will  reveal  how  we  both 
believe  in  the  same  God,  share  in 
a  mutual  religious  movement, 
uphold  many  of  the  same  bibli¬ 
cal  covenants  and  work  for  jus¬ 
tice,  compassion  and  peace  in  the 
world. 

We  believe  that  this  common 
study  could  result  as  well  in 
greater  appreciation  for  our 
diversity.  Just  as  Christians  can¬ 
not  fully  comprehend  who  we  are 
without  understanding  Judaism, 
Jews  would  do  well  to  under¬ 
stand  that  Christians  see  their 
faith  as  what  radio  commentator 
Paul  Harvey  might  identify  as 
“the  rest  of  the  story." 

There  is  one  caution  in  this 
approach,  however. 

Many  Christians  may  find  it 
difficult  to  relate  with  Jews  with¬ 
out  making  them  a  target  for 
Christian  conversion.  But  trying 
to  convert  Jews  to  the  Christian 
faith  is  almost  certain  to  destroy 
any  attempt  to  build  relation¬ 
ships. 

True,  Christianity  is  an  evan¬ 
gelical  faith.  But  Scripture  calls 
us  to  be  both  neighbors  and  wit¬ 
nesses. 

This  season  of  light  in  the  lives 
of  both  Christians  and  Jews 
would  be  an  opportune  time  to 
begin  a  greater  understanding  of 
both  faiths  and  of  our  relation¬ 
ships  to  each  other. 


Points  to  ponder  in  interfaith  dialogue 


Hope,  peace  highlight  bishops'  messages 


“I  have  just  returned  from  a 
visit  to  Latin  America.  While 
there,  I  saw  and  heard  a  great  deal 
that  would  (or  could)  drive  a  per¬ 
son  to  give  up  on  life.  When  look¬ 
ing  into  the  eyes 
of  many  persons 
on  the  street,  I 
saw  fear  and 
fatigue  and  doubt 
and  stress  and 
agony.  But  I  saw 
something  else, 
too.  I  saw  Christ¬ 
mas  trees;  I  heard 
a  wonderful  choir  and  orchestras 
performing  the  music  of  the  mas¬ 
ters;  I  saw  Methodist  people  giv¬ 
ing  and  serving  sacrificially.  And 
as  I  looked  into  the  eyes  of  chil¬ 
dren  and  youth,  I  saw  excitement 
and  joy  and  hope  for  the  future. 

“There  is  possibility  for  new 
life  in  the  present  and  future 
because  of  who  God  is  and  what 
God  has  done  in  and  through 
Jesus  Christ.  For  such  a  Savior 
(King)  we  have  been  waiting.  Joy 
to  the  world,  the  Lord  is  come!" 

— Bishop  Alfred  L.  Norris, 
Albuquerque  Area 
*  *  * 


“Every  Christ¬ 
mas  time,  as  I 
meditate  on  the 
great  themes  of 
this  holy  season, 

I  find  myself 
rejoicing  at  the 
signs  of  peace 
that  are  breaking 
forth  all  around  us.  But  I  also 
lament  at  the  growth  of  violence, 
hate  and  suffering  in  our  commu¬ 
nities  and  in  other  parts  of  the 
world  that  works  against  lasting 


Elias  Galvan 


peace. 

“. . .  As  we  celebrate  the  birth 
of  our  Lord,  the  Prince  of  Peace, 
as  we  are  taken  by  the  beauty  of 
this  season  and  as  we  are  uplifted 
by  the  power  of  its  message,  may 
we  also  take  the  time  to  renew  our 
commitment  to  our  call  as  'peace¬ 
makers.'” 

— Bishop  Elias  Galvan, 

Phoenix  Area. 

*  *  * 

“For  more  than  10  years  all 
worship  services  [in  China]  were 
banned. . .  .It  was  even  illegal  to 
gather  in  small  groups  for  prayer 
and  Bible  study. 

“Then  came 
the  end  of  the  Cul¬ 
tural  Revolution. . 

.  .  Several  hours 
before  the  church 
doors  opened,  folk 
were  lined  up  for 
blocks,  waiting 
and  anticipating. 

“When  wor¬ 
ship  began  the 
sanctuary  was  jammed  with  peo¬ 
ple.  . .  .As  the  familiar  hymns  were 
sung,  as  the  old,  old  story  of  Jesus 
and  his  love  was  retold,  as  togeth¬ 
er  prayers  were  lifted  up,  the  peo¬ 
ple  began  to  weep  and  weep  and 
weep. . . . 

“And  us?  As  we  gather  to  cele¬ 
brate  the  birth  of  Christ,  what  is 
the  degree  of  our  anticipation?  Is 
there  a  hunger  to  hear  the  Story,  a 
need  to  offer  up  prayers  together, 
an  absolute  joy  in  praising  God  in 
song? 

“What  does  it  take  for  faith  lived 
in  community  to  be  so  vital  that  we, 
too,  weep  at  the  opportunity  to 
worship  God  and  be  together?" 


— Bishop  Susan  M.  Morri¬ 
son,  Philadelphia  Area. 

*  *  * 

“Jesus  came  to  be  a  reconciler 
and  a  bridge 
between  God  and 
us.  Jesus  fills  the 
gap  that  no  one 
else  can  bridge. 

He  calls  us  to  a 
ministry  of  peace 
making — shalom. 

Those  who  are 
able  and  most 
effective  in  doing  the  ministry  of 
peace  making  are  those  people  who 
are  at  peace  themselves  .... 

“May  the  Prince  of  Peace  bring 
you  shalom  this  Christmas  so  you 
might  also  be  a  bridge  of  shalom 
to  other  people,  and  may  our 
churches  proclaim  the  Good 
News,  the  shalom  to  the  world!” 

— Bishop  Hae-Jong  Kim, 
New  York  West  Area. 

*  *  * 

“During  the  Christmas  season, 
God  can  sweet¬ 
en  the  cup  of 
bitterness  in 
your  life  and 
release  you 
from  the  prison 
of  anger.  He  has 
come  to  us  in 
the  Christ  child 
and  taught  us  to  l°e  Wilson 
trust  again. 

“If  you  have  a  bitterness  in  your 
soul,  why  not  throw  it  away  and  let 
the  forgiveness  of  a  loving  God 
flow  through  you  to  others?  In  the 
spirit  of  a  new  trusting  love,  “let  all 
bitterness  and  wrath  and  anger  and 
clamor  and  slander  be  put  away 
from  you,  with  all  malice ...  forgiv- 
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ing  one  another,  as  God  in  Christ 
forgave  you”  (Ephesians  4:31). 

— Bishop  Joe  Wilson,  Fort 
Worth,  Texas,  Area. 

*  *  * 

“God  is  among  the  world’s  suf¬ 
fering,  homeless,  neglected, 
abused  children! 

That  is  the  mes¬ 
sage  of  Christ¬ 
mas!  God  has 
come  among  the 
children  of  the 
world  to  give 
life.  There  is  no 
shortage  of  love, 
hope  and  joy. 

God  intends  that 
every  child  have  food,  shelter, 
education  and  medical  care. 

“In  the  Christ  Child  is  abun¬ 
dant  life  for  all.  Then  why  all  the 
suffering  and  deprivation  among 
children?  Our  failure  to  share 
through  relationships,  political 
decisions,  and  economic  struc¬ 
tures  results  in  the  physical  and 
spiritual  malnutrition  and  abuse 
of  the  world’s  little  ones. 

“Christ  is  still  among  the 
world’s  neglected,  deprived  and 
abused  children.  The  best  way  to 
celebration  his  birth  is  to  incar¬ 
nate  his  love  for  the  children,  all 
children.” 

— Bishop  Kenneth  L.  Carder, 
Nashville  Area. 

*  *  * 
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There's  a  moral  case 
for  commercialism 
at  Christmas  time 


Here  I  Stand 


By  RICHARD  E.  SINCERE,  Jr. 

Around  this  time  of  year,  we 
routinely  hear  complaints  about 
the  “excessive  commercialism” 
of  Christmas.  People  complain 
about  the  barrage  of  advertising, 
the  crowded  malls,  the  rush  of 
retailers  to  have  the  earliest  holi¬ 
day  displays. 

Some  complaints  run  deeper,  of 
course.  They  reflect  our  fear  that 
carnal  desires  are  outstripping  our 
quest  for  a  wholesome  soul. 

Such  complaints  are  not  new, 
of  course.  They  have  been  voiced 
for  generations. 

Nearly  40  years  ago,  adman 
Stan  Freberg  skewered  his  col¬ 
leagues  on  Madison  Avenue  with 
the  devastating  musical  satire, 

“Green  Chri$tma$,”  famous  for 
lines  like  “Deck  the  halls  with 
advertising;  now’s  the  time  for 
merchandising.” 

Generations  earlier,  the  Puritan 
rulers  of  Massachusetts  prohibit¬ 
ed  the  celebration  of  Christmas  in 
reaction  to  the  excesses  of  the 
colonists. 

Perhaps  the  most  trenchant  crit¬ 
icism  of  Christmas  commercial¬ 
ism  is  the  one  that  suggests  that 
immoderate  eating  and  drinking, 
buying  and  selling — what  early 
20th-century  economist  Thorstein 
Veblen  called  “conspicuous  con¬ 
sumption” — divert  us  from  the 
needs  of  those  less  fortunate,  and 
indeed  (put  most  starkly)  steal 
food  from  the  mouths  of  the  poor. 

Recently  at  church,  I  heard  a  ser¬ 
mon  that  specifically  condemned 
our  consumerism — not  only  at 
Christmas  but  year  around — as  an 
assault  on  the  poor.  Conspicuous 
consumption  — ■  - 
becomes,  in  a  How  many 

WOLet'SSlconsid-  individuals  earn  a  living  H°w  fany indi- 
er  this  for  a  from  that  single 

moment,  be-  sweater?  How  many 
cause  I  want  to  ...  ' 

make  the  case  communities  avert 
stated  so  sue-  poverty  because  you, 

nhnL^nh'er  ‘h*  individual  shopper, 

philosopher  ,  ,  rr  ' 

Maimonides:  ChOOSe  to  buy  it? 

'Anticipate 


Richard  E.  Sincere 
lr.  is  a  member  of 
the  Cathedral  of 
St.  Thomas  More 
in  Arlington ,  Vir¬ 
ginia. 


hours  and  must  deal  with  many 
more  customers  this  time  of  year, 
they  hire  extra  help.  Many  part- 
time  sales  clerks  during  the  holi¬ 
days  are  college  and  high  school ; 
students  earning  money  to  help 
pay  their  tuition  and  expenses. 
Without  that  money,  some  of  them 
would  have  to  drop  out  of  school . 
altogether.  The  fresh-faced  girl . 
behind  the  cash  register  at  the 
Hallmark  store  could  win  the 
Nobel  prize  in  chemistry  in 
2045 — or  perhaps  not,  if  low  sales ; 
cause  her  to  be  laid  off. 

Imagine  who  benefits  from  your 
purchase  of  a  woolen  sweater: 

■  The  wool  came  from  sheep 
raised  by  a  shepherd  in  the  moun- ; 
tains  of  Nevada. 

■  The  raw  wool  was 
processed  into  yarn  at  a  textile 
mill  in  North  Carolina. 

■  Dyes  came  from  a  chemical 
plant  in  Michigan. 

■  The  yarn  was  woven  into  a 
sweater  at  a  factory  in  Ohio. 

■  A  trucker  from  Idaho  drove 
the  finished  product  to  a  distribu¬ 
tion  center  in  Colorado.  There  it 
was  packaged  and  sent  to  stores 
around  the  country,  where  stock- 
boys  and  sales  clerks  bring  it  to: 

the  ultimate  pur¬ 
chaser. 


charity  by  preventing  poverty.” 

Simply  remember  that  every 
time  you  buy  a  Christmas  gift — a 
toy,  a  CD  player,  a  spice  rack,  a 
hunting  rifle — you  are  helping  to 
pay  someone's  wages.  Millions  of 
such  purchases,  made  every  day 
in  the  Christmas  shopping  season, 
keep  factories  open,  keep  work¬ 
ers  employed,  keep  families  fed. 

Think  about  who  depends  on 
Christmas  to  make  a  living.  Santa 
and  his  elves,  of  course — but  also 
all  of  their  “helpers”  around  the 
world.  There  are  the  printers  of  gift 
catalogues;  postal  workers  and 
UPS  drivers  who  deliver  pack¬ 
ages;  loggers  who  cut  the  trees  to 
make  the  paper  for  holiday  cards 
and  wrapping  paper;  turkey  fann¬ 
ers  and  cranberry  growers  ...  the 
list  is  literally  endless. 

Take  this  example: 

Because  shops  are  open  extra 


living  from  that 
single  sweater? 
How  many  com-; 
munities  .  avert 
poverty  because, 
you,  the  individ- . 
ual  shopper, 
choose  to  buy  it?,. 
The  argument  is., 
not  meant  merely  to  assuage  our 
guilt  about  “conspicuous  con-. 
sumption.”  It  states  the  case  that  • 
commerce,  by  creating  wealth  and ; 
eliminating  poverty,  has  a  sub- ; 
stantial  moral — even  spiritual — . 
component. 

As  Margaret  Thatcher  once; 
noted,  “No  one  would  remember 
the  Good  Samaritan  if  he'd  only  : 
had  good  intentions.  He  had 
money  as  well." 

Charity  to  those  who  cannot 
care  for  themselves  is  good.  Giv- . 
ing  them  the  means  to  care  for 
themselves  is  better.  Best  of  all  is  • 
to  engage  in  commerce:  buying ; 
the  goods  they  provide  for  a  mutu- . 
ally  agreeable  price.  This  prevents . 
poverty  and  trims  the  lists  of  the  . 
needy  at  Christmas  and  always.  ;• 

Three  cheers  for  Christmas . 
commercialism!  And  Happy  Hol¬ 
idays!  , 


fourth  Sunday  of  Advent 

(Lectionary  Year  A) 


“ The  young 
woman. ..shall 
bear  a  son.. .and 
name  him 
Immanuel." 

Isaiah  7:14 


Psalm  80:1-7,17-19 
Isaiah  7:10-16 
Romans  1:1-7 
Matthew  1:18-25 


Remember  in 
prayer  United 
Methodist  mis¬ 
sionaries  on 
their  birthdays, 
and  the  many 
mission  projects 
and  programs  of 
The  United 
Methodist 
Church.  Give  tire 
gift  that  each  day 
of  the  year 
celebrates 
United 
Methodist 
mission  outreach. 
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Ftvm  news  and  staff  reports 


ANTI-GAMBLING:  U.S.  Sen 
ator  Richard  Lugar,  a  United 
Methodist,  earlier  this  month 
welcomed  the  support  of  Sen¬ 
ate  Majority  Leader  Robert 
Dole,  also  a  United  Methodist, 
to  the  effort  of  exploring  how 
the  explosive  growth  of  gam¬ 
bling  affects  families  and  com¬ 
munities.  Senator  Dole  (R.- 
Kan.)  has  endorsed  a  bill  that 
would  establish  an  18-month 
gambling  impact  study  commis 
sion.  The  measure  has  13  co¬ 
sponsors  in  the  Senate.  Senator 
Lugar  (R-Ind.)  is  the  original 
Senate  co-sponsor  of  the  bill, 
which  was  introduced  by  Senator 
Paul  Simon  (D-Ill.)  in  April. 

GAMBLING  CONCERN: 

The  spread  of  legalized  gam¬ 
bling  most  concerned  Southern 
Baptists  among  social  issues 
considered  during  their  fall 
state  conventions.  Resolutions 
opposing  casinos,  lotteries  and 
other  forms  of  gambling  were 
approved  by  14  state  conven¬ 
tions:  Alabama,  Florida,  Georgia, 
Hawaii,  Indiana,  Kentucky, 
Louisiana,  Maryland/Delaware, 
Mississippi,  Oklahoma,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania/South  Jersey,  South  Caroli¬ 
na,  Texas  and  West  Virginia. 

CHURCH  TAX  PENDING: 
Supporters  of  a  Colorado  ini 
tiative  that  would  impose  prop¬ 
erty  taxes  on  churches  and 
other  nonprofit  groups  say  they 
have  enough  signatures  to 
place  the  measure  on  next 
November’s  ballot.  If  the  mea¬ 
sure  succeeds  in  getting  on  the 
ballot  and  is  approved  by  voters, 
Colorado  would  become  the  first 
state  to  make  churches  pay  prop¬ 
erty  taxes. 

SEXUAL  ORIENTATION: 
Reform  Judaism’s  synagogue 
umbrella  group  said  recently 
that  a  rabbi’s  sexual  orienta¬ 
tion  should  have  no  bearing  on 
whether  he  or  she  is  hired. 
Meeting  in  Atlanta,  more  than 
1,000  delegates  at  the  biennial 
convention  of  the  Union  of 
American  Hebrew  Congrega¬ 
tions  overwhelmingly  backed  the 
resolution  intended  to  bring  gay 
and  lesbian  Jews  into  the  reli¬ 
gious  mainstream. 

CATHOLIC  ALLIANCE:  The 
Catholic  Alliance,  the  Christ¬ 
ian  Coalition’s  effort  to  expand 
its  political  base  beyond  con¬ 
servative  Protestantism,  held 
its  kickoff  meeting  in  Boston 
Dec.  9.  Before  the  meeting  the 
group  drew  fire  from  at  least  one 
bishop  and  from  Catholic  liberals 
who  argue  that  the  Alliance  is  at 
odds  with  church  teaching  on 
such  issues  as  welfare  reform 
and  the  death  penalty. 

DOCTORS  PRAISED: 

Roman  Catholic  Cardinal 
Joseph  L.  Bernardin  of  Chica¬ 
go  praised  the  medical  profes¬ 
sion  for  the  good  works  that 
doctors  perform  in  hospital 
emergency  rooms,  in  caring  for 
AIDS  patients  and  in  helping 
to  meet  the  health  needs  of 
many  poor  and  homeless  peo¬ 
ple.  The  cardinal  spoke  Dec.  5  to 
5,000  people  attending  an  Ameri¬ 
can  Medical  Association  meeting 
in  Washington. 


Away  in  a  manger . . . . 


Hand  carved  from 
ebony,  this  manger 
scene  from  Zaire 
(right)  is  one  of  the 
most  dramatic  offer¬ 
ings  at  the  exhibit  of 
creches  at  the  Upper 
Room  Museum  in 
Nashville.  Other 
examples  of  how  the 


images  of  Christ's 
birth  makes  its  way 
into  cultures  around 
the  world  are  below. 


Scenes  of  Jesus's  birth  appear 
in  creches  from  many  cultures 


Artist  Rachel  Aragon  created  this  Acoma  pottery  Nativity. 


Native  Zimbabwe  materials  are  woven  into  this  version. 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

The  image  of  God.  come  to  earth  as  a  baby,  sur¬ 
rounded  by  a  loving  mother,  protective  Joseph,  hum¬ 
ble  shepherds,  wise  men,  angels  and  animals,  has 
inspired  great  artists  and  ordinary  people  through¬ 
out  the  ages  to  reproduce  this  image  as  best  they 
could  from  whatever  materials  were  at  hand. 

This  well-known  scene  of  the  nativity  has  come 
to  be  known  as  a  creche  (French  for  cradle  or 
manger). 

The  faces  around  the  manger  may  be  Korean, 
Native  American,  European.  Mexican,  African  or 
Eskimo — peoples  of  all  races  and  cultures — demon¬ 
strating  the  enormous  power  and  universal  appeal  of 
the  Christmas  story. 

Indeed,  the  first  known  nativity  scene  was  live, 
staged  in  the  12th  century  by  St.  Frances  of  Assisi. 
So  says  Elly  Brown,  director  of  the  Center  for  Reli¬ 
gion  and  the  Arts  at  United  Methodist-related  Wes¬ 
ley  Theological  Seminary  in  Washington,  D  C. 

One  of  the  most  common  portrayals  of  the  Christ¬ 
mas  story  is  in  small  figurines  which  represent  the 
characters  in  the  creche. 

Made  from  every  conceivable  material,  from  com¬ 
mon  clay  to  precious  metals,  such  figurine  creches 
decorate  Advent  altars  and  grace  holiday  tables  in 
homes  and  churches  throughout  the  Christian  world. 

Each  Christmas,  the  Upper  Room  Museum  in 
Nashville  displays  more  than  100  antique  and  con¬ 
temporary  creches  from  its  collection.  The  museum, 
newly  renovated,  is  associated  with  the  Upper  Room 
Chapel  and  the  United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Discipleship. 

The  Upper  Room  creches,  collected  since  the 
1950s,  represent  more  than  20  cultures  and  are 
created  from  dozens  of  materials — such  as  thorn 
carvings  from  Nigeria,  wood  blocks  from  Sri 
Lanka,  eggs  from  the  Ukraine,  olive  wood  from 
Israel  and  bread  dough  from  the  United  States. 
Intricate,  moving  carvings  from  Germany. 


Faith  and  whimsy  combine  in  this 
elaborate  German  creation  of  a 
creche  complemented  by  cultural 
Christmas  symbols  inside  a  windmill. 

crystal  from  Austria,  ceramics  from  the 
American  Southwest,  ebony  from  Zaire 
are  among  other  materials  found  in  the 
Upper  Room  creche  display. 

“We  have  a  tendency  to  think  that  the 
Christmas  story  is  known  to  only  a  few 
countries,  but  the  exhibit  demonstrates  the 
universality  of  belief  in  the  birth  of  Christ,” 
said  Kathryn  Kimball,  museum  curator. 


Italian  craftsman  Anri  renders  this  version  of  hand-carved  wood 


American  porcelain  maker  Boehm  created  this  Nativity 


Missionaries'  letters  share  Christmas  worldwide 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL  Christmas  letters  of  United 
Associate  Editor  Methodist  missionaries. 


Does  your  image  of  the  cele¬ 
bration  of  Christmas  around  the 
world  include  the  faithful  witness 
of  Christians  behind  the  scenes, 
proclaiming  the  birth  of  our  Lord 
and  Savior  Jesus  the  Christ? 

Whether  they  are  in  Africa, 
Asia,  Europe,  South  America  or 
the  U.S.,  United  Methodist  mis¬ 
sionaries  quietly  say  they  are 
grateful  for  the  opportunity  to 
share  Christ’s  story  under  any 
condition — but  especially  at 
Christmas. 

Following  are  excerpts  from 


Africa 

In  many  regions  and  cultures 
we  celebrate  the  birth  of  Christ 
year  after  year.  This  revelation  of 
God  as  a  friend  becomes  a  part  of 
each  of  us,  then  we  become  a 
member  of  the  family  of  God  to 
share  our  faith  and  love  with  each 
other. 

We  still  find  it  difficult  to  think 
of  Christmas  when  the  weather  is 
so  hot  and  we  are  preparing  for 
planting  crops. 

When  we  travel  to  Mutare  we 
see  stores  advertising  Christmas 


Christmas  T,ve 

(Lectionary  Year  A) 


"...The  angel  said. 

Do  not  be  afraid... for 
to  you  is  born  this 
day... a  Savior  who  is 
the  Messiah,  the 
Lord."'  Luke  2:10-1 1 


Psalm  96 
Isaiah  9:2-7 
Titus  2:11-14 
Luke  2:1-20 


sales  urging  people  to  buy  appli¬ 
ances,  clothing  and  toys  for  loved 
ones.  This  is  so  different  than 
when  we  first  came  to  Zimbabwe 
in  1989. 

Ed  and  Betty  Lou  Furman 
Zimbabwe 

Asia 

As  children  we  dream  of 
Christmas  and  birthdays  waiting 
in  the  expectations  of  gifts. 

As  adults,  we  long  for  the  job 
which  is  secure  and  will  provide  suf¬ 
ficiently  for  the  needs  of  the  family 
and  years  of  peace  and  stability  in 
our  communities  and  world. 

For  me  in  Nepal,  I  am  afraid  it 
is  more  mundane.  It  seems  I  am 
often  waiting  expectantly  for  a 
plane  to  come  in  a  remote  moun¬ 
tain  airstrip  to  avoid  a  long  walk: 
fora  landslide  to  be  cleared  off  the 
road  during  the  rains;  or  for  the 
start  of  the  rainy  season  after  the 
hot.  dry,  dusty  months. 

It  seems  that  often  I  am  wait¬ 
ing  for  something  that  is  per¬ 
ceived  to  be  bettfeT.''  •  *-»  ^ 

[As  Christians,  there  is  a] 


meaning  in  Advent  for  our  lives 
today.  Not  to  wait  expectantly  for 
the  coming  of  Christ  but  to  live 
expectantly,  with  the  knowledge 
that  He  has  come. 

Norma  Kehrberg 
Nepal 

Europe 

This  September  23  marked  the 
third  year  anniversary  of  our 
church.  We  had  a  short  celebra¬ 
tion  service  by  Russian  stan¬ 
dards — only  three  and  one-half 
hours — which  included  a  concert 
of  the  children's  choir,  our  new 
adult  choir,  various  soloists  and 
poetry  reciters. 

After  the  concert  was  a  time  of 
hearing  congratulations  from  the 
other  United  Methodist  churches 
in  the  area,  then  a  worship  service 
with  communion. 

So  the  next  time  your  pastor 
runs  over  10  minutes  for  the 
Christmas  service,  just  think,  you 
could  be  in  Russia! 

Bill  Lovelace 
Russia 


South  America 

In  the  tropical  heat  of  Santa 
Cruz,  we  often  change  some  of  our 
stereotypes  of  what  Christmas  is 
like,  but  it  is  still  a  meaningful  time 
within  the  church  family  when  we 
thank  God  for  his  son  Jesus. 

Christmas  is  a  joyous  time  of 
year  when  we  remember  again 
God's  love  for  us.  Christmas  is  also 
a  time  to  reach  out  to  friends  and 
relatives  and  to  renew  contact  with 
those  who  are  important  to  us. 

Plans  are  underway  for  one 
week  of  Vacation  Bible  School  to 
be  held  in  the  area  where  we  hope 
to  begin  new  church  work  and  a 
second  week  of  Bible  school  will 
be  held  at  our  church.  Since  Bolivia 
students  have  summer  vacation 
from  mid-November  to  February, 
the  vacation  Bible  school  is  often 
held  before  Christmas. 

We  appreciate  your  many  let¬ 
ters,  cards,  phone  calls  and  visits 
during  the  year  and  especially  at 
Christmas.  Thank  you  for  being  a 
part  of  our  lives. 

Walt  and  Susan  Henry 
Bolivia 


United  States 

As  I  begin  to  think  about  the 
upcoming  celebration  of  the  birth 
of  our  Lord,  one  of  our  new  pro¬ 
grams  at  Henderson  Settlement 
came  to  mind. 

Many  of  you  have  read  about 
our  Mother  Infant  Health  Out¬ 
reach  Worker  program,  which 
works  with  young  mothers  and 
infants  who  are  considered  at  risk. 

Mary,  the  mother  of  Jesus, 
could  probably  qualify  for  the 
program  if  she  lived  in  our  service 
area  today,  because  many  of  the 
mothers  we  work  with  are  carry¬ 
ing  their  first  child. 

God  has  blessed  our  hearts  as 
we  have  seen  lives  changed  here, 
and  we  pray  God  will  bless  your 
hearts  knowing  that  you  have 
played  a  key  role  in  sharing  Christ 
with  others.  May  God  bless  you 
and  yours  during  this  most  holy 
season. 

Timothy  Crawford 
Frakes,  Kentucky 


Faith  at  work 
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J-rom  news  and  staff  reporfT^ 

NEW  MISSIONARIES:  Nine 
people  who  have  completed 
training  at  the  United  Methodist 
General  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries’  Mission  Resource  Center 
in  Atlanta  were  commissioned  as 
missionaries  Dec.  3  in  Atlanta. 
New  missionaries  are  the  Rev. 
William  and  Barbara  Daniel, 
assigned  to  Liberia;  the  Rev. 

Sally  Del  Castillo,  to  Hispanic 
Ministries.  Mississippi  Annual 
Conference,  Delbert  and  Sandy 
Groves,  to  North  Shaba  Annual 
Conference  in  Zaire;  the  Rev. 
George  and  Wanda  Holcombe, 
to  the  Philippines,  and  Gilda 
Nieves-Knight  and  Rene 
Knight-Peguero,  to  Hispanic 
Ministries,  Peninsula-Delaware 
Annual  Conference. 

LAYMAN  HONORED:  A 

United  Methodist  layman  who 
heads  the  Washington  office  of 
the  National  Council  of  the 
Churches  of  Christ  in  the  USA, 
Jim  Hamilton,  was  honored 
recently  for  his  coming  retire¬ 
ment  in  early  January.  A  tribute 
seminar  involved  heads  of  Wash¬ 
ington  non-govemmental  offices 
on  “The  Role  of  Religion  in  Shap¬ 
ing  American  Values  and  Public 
Policy”  Dec.  6  at  the  National 
Cathedral  in  Washington. 

OPPOSES  MOVE:  The  Rev. 
Bodo  Schwabe,  general  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Board  of  Mission  and 
International  Church  Relations  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Germany,  is  urging  General 
Conference  delegates  from  his 
country  to  oppose  relocation  of 
the  church’s  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries.  He  called 
plans  for  a  relocation  of  the 
board  at  a  cost  of  approximately 
$42  million  irresponsible. 

EVANGELISM  MEETING: 

The  biennial  United  Methodist 
Congress  on  Evangelism  will 
meet  Jan.  2-5  in  Nashville. 
Theme  for  the  four-day  event 
will  be  “Sing  a  New  Song!" 

GIFTS  TO  SMU:  Southern 
Methodist  University  trustees 
Caren  Prothro  and  Ruth  Alt¬ 
shuler,  joined  by  their  husbands, 
recently  gave  the  school  $1  mil¬ 
lion  each.  Ms.  Prothro’s  gift  is 
designated  to  Perkins  School  of 
Theology,  Ms.  Altshuler’s  to  the 
university’s  learning  enhance¬ 
ment  center. 


Bomb  survivors  find  peace  at  retreat 


PHOTO  BV  KAY  DANIELSON 

PERRYVILLE,  Ark.-A  survivor  of  the  Oklahoma  City  bomb¬ 
ing  finds  solace  in  the  chapel  of  Heifer  Project  Internation¬ 
al's  Learning  and  Livestock  Center  during  a  recent  interfaith 
retreat.  Senior  citizens  who  were  displaced  when  their  apart¬ 
ments  were  damaged  attended  the  four-day  event. 


By  KAY  DANIELSON 

PERRYVILLE,  Ark.— Peace 
sits  gently  on  the  bluffs  of 
Arkansas’  Boston  Mountains 
when  winter’s  muted  colors  paint 
the  valley  below. 

Great  birds  glide  effortlessly 
on  a  soft,  silent  breeze,  and  a 
stone,  open-air  chapel  invites  the 
mind  to  pause. 

A  small  group  of  older  people 
from  Oklahoma  City  are  here  to 
plant  the  seed  of  peace  in  their 
troubled  hearts. 

Their  lives  changed  instantly 
and  irrevocably  the  moment  a 
bomb  exploded  at  the  Alfred  P. 
Murrah  Federal  Building  in  Okla¬ 
homa  City  April  19,  1995. 

Near  federal  building 

These  seniors  were  among  the 
residents  of  the  24-story  Regency 
Tower  Apartments.  The  blast 
severely  damaged  the  building 
across  the  street  from  the  federal 
building. 

Residents  of  72  apartments, 
some  of  them  senior  citizens, 
found  themselves  suddenly 
homeless  when  they  were  forced 
to  vacate  their  apartments  for  five 
months  while  repairs  were  made 
to  the  building. 

Interfaith  Disaster  Recovery  of 
Greater  Oklahoma  City  was  aware 
that  seniors  are  often  overlooked 
in  relief  efforts  following  disasters. 

Working  with  Heifer  Project 
International  they  invited  the  dis¬ 
placed  Regency  Tower  seniors  to 
a  four-day  retreat  at  the  Heifer 
Project  ranch  in  Perry ville,  Ark., 
to  reflect,  relax  and  renew. 

The  ranch  is  an  international 
learning  and  livestock  center 
which,  among  other  things,  serves 


as  a  holding  station  for  animals 
which  are  sent  as  gifts  to  needy 
people  in  35  countries  throughout 
the  world. 

The  1 ,200-acre  ranch  includes  a 
trail  with  facsimiles  of  global  vil¬ 
lages,  a  Guatemalan  Hillside  area 
that  demonstrates  sustainable  small 
landholder  farming  and  “low-tech” 
technology  demonstrations  appro¬ 
priate  to  developing  countries. 

Visitors  from  the  Oklahoma 
City  group  milked  a  goat,  made 
cheese,  walked  the  Third  World 
Village  trail,  rode  a  water  buffa¬ 
lo,  visited  nearby  historic  sites, 
shopped  and  had  devotional  and 
sharing  times. 

Offering  healing 

With  comfortable  lodging  facil¬ 
ities,  the  ranch  offered  a  nurturing 
and  educational  environment  to 
aid  healing  of  the  spirit,  mind  and 
body  for  victims  of  the  bombing. 

Eular  Baker,  an  80-year-old 
widow,  was  in  her  Regency  tower 
apartment  at  the  time  of  the  blast. 

“I  was  talking  on  the  phone 
when  all  of  a  sudden,  I  heard  a 
hard  clap  like  thunder,  and  win¬ 
dow  glass  flew  all  over,”  she  said. 
Flying  glass  cut  her  in  18  places 
on  her  arm  and  hand. 

“We  were  given  15  minutes  to 
get  things  out  of  the  apartment,” 
she  said,  “I  walked  over  all  that 
glass,  picked  up  a  bag,  some 
clothes  and  my  husband’s  picture. 
I  just  left  everything  else.” 

With  help  from  social  and  dis¬ 
aster  relief  agencies,  Ms.  Baker 
found  temporary  housing  and 
assistance  with  the  endless  prob¬ 
lems  of  suddenly  being  homeless. 

She  was  grateful  for  the  retreat 
opportunity  to  get  away  from  the 
work  of  moving  back  into  her 


apartment. 

”1  couldn’t  help  but  rest,”  she 
said.  “There’s  no  telephone  or 
television — I  felt  spiritual  life, 
thank  the  Lord." 

Paul  Howell,  another  visitor  to 
the  Heifer  Project  ranch,  lost  his 
daughter,  who  worked  in  the  fed¬ 
eral  building,  in  the  blast. 

Mr.  Howell’s  family  mourns 
their  loss,  but  other  issues  occupy 
their  thoughts. 

“My  daughter  had  two  girls 
ages  5  and  11  with  separate 
fathers  and  a  step-father,”  he  said. 
“They  all  wanted  custody.  My  ex- 
wife  and  I  don’t  think  the  girls 
should  be  separated,  so  we  are  try¬ 
ing  to  get  joint  custody.” 

That  means  legal  fees  and  addi¬ 
tional  responsibility  for  Mr.  How¬ 
ell. 

Meeting,  bonding,  helping 

The  Learning  Center,  Heifer 
Project  International  and  Inter- 
faith  Disaster  Recovery  provided 
the  opportunity  for  the  survivors 
to  meet,  bond  and  help  each  other 
in  a  loving  and  educational  atmos¬ 
phere,  said  Interfaith’s  executive 
director  Valerie  Dana. 

One  participant  summed  up  the 
retreat  by  stating,  “This  experi¬ 
ence  has  helped  me  to  clarify  what 
is  important.” 

Interfaith  Disaster  Recovery  of 
Greater  Oklahoma  City  is  repre¬ 
sented  and  funded  by  Presbyter¬ 
ian,  United  Methodist,  Lutheran, 
Catholic,  Episcopal,  Disciples  of 
Christ,  United  Church  of  Christ, 
Unitarian,  Muslim,  Baha’i,  Sikh, 
Hindu,  Buddhist,  Native  Ameri¬ 
can  Traditional  Religion  and  Jew¬ 
ish  denominations. 

Ms.  Danielson  is  a  free-lance 
writer  in  Jacksonville,  Ark. 


10,000  churches  help  children  through  Angel  Tree 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

Angel  Tree,  sponsored  by  the 
national  Prison  Fellowship,  says 
some  10,000  churches  are  among 
those  helping  provide  Christmas 
to  children  of  prisoners. 

According  to  Ivory  Williams, 
Angel  Tree  coordinator  for  south¬ 
ern  California,  this  year  the  pro¬ 
gram  had  applications  from  pris¬ 
oner-parents  of  457,288  children. 

Angel  Tree  officials  said  that 
as  of  Dec.  11,  43,006  children’s 
names  had  yet  to  be  claimed. 

“We  don’t  say,  ‘After  Christ¬ 
mas,  that’s  it.’  We  really  work 
diligently  to  fill  the  request  of  the 


kids,”  Mr.  Williams  said. 

Jim  Weidner,  Angel  Tree  staff 
coordinator  for  the  North  Texas 
area,  said  the  Angel  Tree  program 
can  start  at  Christmas  and  lead  to 
a  year-round  mission  program  for 
local  churches. 

Other  Prison  Fellowship  work¬ 
ers  say  that  the  Angel  Tree  pro¬ 
gram  is  an  excellent  means  of 
evangelism  for  any  local  church. 
For  each  child  reached  through 
the  program,  at  least  three  other 
people — parents,  guardians,  or 
other  children — are  affected  by 
this  new  relationship,  they  say. 

“When  you  take  the  Gospel  to 
these  children,  you  are  taking  the 
Gospel  to  their  family  as  well,” 


said  Mr.  Weidner. 

One  United  Methodist  lay- 
woman  who  says  she  plans  to 
make  the  Angel  Tree  project  a 
year-round  ministry  is  Nancy 
Adams  of  Watauga,  Texas. 

She  began  her  involvement  six 
years  ago  by  coordinating  the  pro¬ 
gram  for  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Watauga. 

This  year  her  congregation  had 
175  “angels”  on  the  church’s  tree, 
and  nearly  every  name  was 
claimed.  The  gifts  are  to  be  deliv¬ 
ered  Dec.  23. 

Ms.  Adams  is  the  program’s 
coordinator  in  Tarrant  County, 
working  with  nearly  60  churches. 


This  year  the 
congregation  had  175 
"angels"  on  the 
church's  tree,  and 
nearly  every  name  was 
claimed 


In  Tarrant  County  alone,  she 
said,  3,000  children’s  names  were 
submitted  by  incarcerated  parents 
in  hopes  that  each  would  receive 
a  gift  at  Christmas. 


Ms.  Adams  said  the  program 
should  be  a  priority  of  the  church 
to  provide  role  models  for  prison¬ 
ers' children. 

“We  need  to  step  in  and  help 
these  children  because  they  are 
very  much  at  risk,”  she  continued. 

“Some  of  these  children  may 
follow  in  their  parents’  footsteps, 
as  many  children  do.” 

Ms.  Adams  told  the  Reporter 
that  her  goal  for  1996  is  to  help 
churches  make  this  a  year-round 
ministry  through  Bible  study  and 
summer  camps. 

“I  want  to  challenge  United 
Methodists  to  give  the  children  a 
week  off  the  street,  in  a  fun  and 
religious  atmosphere.” 


Classified 

RATES.  SI  40  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion, 
$2a00  minimum  charge  for  up  to  20  words.  Blind 
ads  $21 .00  plus  add  $11.20  for  the  8  words  to  insert 
our  contact  information.  Cash  must  accompany 
order  except  on  contract  advertising  or  when  other¬ 
wise  approved  in  advance.  Products  and  services  go 
through  an  approval  process.  We  schedule  two 
weeks  in  advance  of  an  issue  date. 

ORGANIST/CHOIR  DIRECTOR.  One  main  Sunday 
Service  and  an  early  morning  praise  service 
(once  per  month  currently).  Special  vesper  ser¬ 
vices  and  a  cantata  during  Christmas  and  Easter 
seasons.  Must  be  qualified  to  perform  with  and 
conduct  the  Chancel  Choir,  Youth  Gospel  Choir 
and  Handbell  Choir  in  repertoire  from  Bach  to 
gospel.  Will  have  a  Three  Manual  1993  Allen 
Organ  and  a  new  7  Young  Chang  Grand  Piano, 
teaching  privileges,  benefits  and  added  stipends 
for  weddings,  etc.  Salary:  $11-12,000  year, 
depending  on  training  and  experience.  Contact: 
Rev.  Munninqs  at  the  church  (305)  731-2323. 

DIRECTOR  OF  PROGRAM  AND  Christian 
Education:  First  United  Methodist  Church  Dallas 
seeking  qualified  person  to  work  with  multiple  staff  in 
the  area  of  administration,  coordination,  and  evalua¬ 
tion  of  program  ministries.  Send  resume  to:  Karen 
Spencer,  FUMC,  1928  Ross  Ave.,  Dallas,  TX  75201 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR  (S).  Meet  twice  weekly  with  the 
youth  of  the  church.  Preparation  of  bi-weekly  Bible 
study,  leadership  in  planning  of  activities  and  atten¬ 
dance  at  regular  UMYF  meeting  a  mandatory.  Must 
be  a  high  school  graduate  (some  college  would  be 
preferable,  but  not  mandatory).  Will  be  responsible 
for  the  development  of  fund  raising  projects,  recre¬ 
ational  activities,  the  recruitment  for  summer  camp, 
the  development  of  a  youth  disdpleship  and  leader¬ 
ship  training  program,  the  establishment  of  a  Youth 
Council  and  the  planning  of  Youth  Week  annually. 
Salary  range:  $7,000-$7,800  per  year,  depending 
on  training  and  experience.  Contact  Rev.  Munnings 
at  the  church  for  more  information  (305)  731-2323. 

CHURCH  BUSINESS  ADMINISTRATOR:  Person 
experienced  in  business  or  a  professional  church 
administrator  to  conduct  the  business  affairs  for  large 
downtown  church.  Personnel  supervision.  Financial 
oversight  administrative  responsibilities.  Degree  in 
business  or  finance:  familiarity  with  fund  accounting. 
Good  people  skills;  Christian  commitment  United 
Methodist  background.  Salary  negotiable,  benefits 
package.  Position  description  available  upon 
request  Send  application  and  resume  to:  Mr.  Bob 
Oldham,  First-Centenary  United  Methodist  Church, 
P.0.  Box  208.  Chattanooga.  TN  37401.  Indude 
name  of  at  least  three  persons  for  confidential  refer¬ 
ences  as  to  professional  and  personal  qualifications. 

THOMASVILLE  FIRST  UNITED  Methodist 
Church,  an  active  church  of  1,100  members,  is 
seeking  a  full-time  Director  of  Youth  Ministries 
and  Young  Adult  Cultivation,  A  theological  base 
consistent  with  the  United  Methodist  Church  and 
experience  is  necessary.  Salary  and  benefits 
negotiable.  Send  inquiries  to:  Search 
Committee,  P.0.  Box  975,  Thomasville.  GA 
31799,  or  call  (912)  226-0840. 

DIRECTOR  OF  FINANCE/PHYSICAL  Plant-  CPA 
or  MBA  in  accounting  or  finance.  Send  resume  to: 
Larry  Watson,  President.  Methodist  Mission 
Home.  6487  Whitby  Road,  San  Antonio.  TX 
78240.  Closinq  date:  12/31/95. 

CREATIVE  CONGREGATION  SEEKS  Music 
Director  to  plan  and  implement  music  opportuni- 
ties  for  all  ages.  Housing  provided  as  pari  of 
salary  package.  Write  to:  FUMC,  301  N.  High, 
Uvalde,  TX  78801. 

RESIDENT  ASSISTANT  FOR  HOSANNA  House 
to  serve  as  live-in  caregiver  for  physically  chal- 
lenged,  mentally  alert  young  adults  in  new  inter¬ 
denominational  ministry  in  Chattanooga, 
Tennessee.  Patterned  after  l Arche  model,  phys¬ 
ically  challenged  men  and  women  and  live-in 
caregivers,  who  assist  with  daily  routines  and 
transportation,  reside  together  as  a  family  in  a 
beautiful  10-bedroom,  fully  accessible  residence. 
Training  provided.  Call  or  write:  The  Rev.  David 
Crippen,  Hosanna,  PO.  Box  11483,  Chattanooga, 
TN  37401.  Phone/Fax  (706)  398-2848. 

MINISTER  WITH  YOUTH  AND  YOUNG  adults. 
Growing  church  with  800+  in  worship  in  metro  area 
of  half-million  inducing  2  major  colleges  seeks  cre¬ 
ative  person  to  advance  ministry  with  youth  and 
young  adults.  Must  have  demonstrated  ability  to 
work  well  with  large  groups  in  church,  school,  or 
community  setting.  Salary  commensurate  with  excel¬ 
lence  and  experience.  Will  wail  for  the  right  person. 
Send  resume  and  references  to:  Dr.  David  Jones, 
Trinrty-on-the-Hill  United  Methodist  Church,  1330 
Monte  Sano  Ave.,  Augusta,  GA30904.  Phone:  (706) 
738-8822.  Fax:  (706)  7384824 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR-  3500-MEMBER  church  in 
strong,  professional.  NE  suburb  of  Houston  seek- 

MOUNT  SEQUOYAH,  THE  METHODIST 
Conference  Center  in  Fayetteville,  AR,  is  seeking 
a  staff  member  to  direct  marketing,  hosting  and 
program  support.  Salary  range  $24-30k  with  ben¬ 
efits.  Applications  in  writing-  fax  or  mail  resume 
and  letter  of  application  to:  Dr.  Wallace,  Fax  (501 ) 
443-4569  or  150  NW  Skyline  Drive,  72701  Call 
(501)  443-4531  to  request  position  announce¬ 
ment. 

ing  dynamic,  enthusiastic  individual  to  lead  6th- 
12th  grade  groups  with  potential  of  250+  partici¬ 
pants  in  multi-faceted  program.  Experience 
required:  bachelor's  degree  preferred.  Klngwood 
United  Methodist  Church,  1799  Woodland  Hills 
Dr.,  Kmqwood,  TX  77339.  Fax  (713)  358-9261. 

CHURCH  ORGANIST:  PART-TIME  FOR  excit¬ 
ing,  growing  Chicago  suburban  church.  Moller 
pipe  organ  rebuilt.  Resume/inquiries  to:  Organ 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES.  Dynamic, 
growing,  young  suburban  UMC  searching  for 
Director  of  Music  Ministries.  Music  ministry  at  Faith 
UMC  is:  about  worship  instead  of  performance; 
helps  the  community  to  sing  its  faith;  indusive;  sup¬ 
portive;  expands  individual  participation  and  God- 
given  talents;  creates  an  atmosphere  of  worship; 
builds  community,  offers  multiple  worship  styles;  is 
expanding  and  growing  through  instrumental,  bells, 
drama,  and  puppets.  We  are  looking  for  a  Director 
of  Music  Ministries  that  can  enhance  existing  pro¬ 
grams.  who  is  creative,  innovative,  a  team  player, 
works  with  all  ages,  can  provide  pastoral  care,  and 
will  lead  us  into  the  21st  Century.  Send  resumes 
and  salary  history:  Faith  UMC.  7431  E.  91st  St. 
Tulsa,  OK  74133.  Fax:  (918)  250-1938. 

Search  Committee,  River  Forest  UMC,  7970 
Lake,  River  Forest,  IL  60305. 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR:  Design/build  new  program. 
Salary/benefits  negotiable  depending  on  educa¬ 
tion/experience  FUMC,  David  Clark,  Box  287, 
Hemphill.  TX  75948.  j 

YOUTtl  DIRECTORS:  PROVIDE  entertainment 
of  choice  for  teens.  Velcro  Walls,  Bungee  Runs, 
Tumbleweed,  Gyro,  plus  hundreds  more  for  lock- 
ins,  grad  nights,  etc.  References  furnished. 
Parties,  Picnics  &  Promotions  (210)  494-0090, 

FOR  SALE:  MAAS-ROWE,  3  OCTAVE  handbells 
including  tables,  foam  pads  and  covers. 
$3,000.00  Contact:  Patti  Felmet  at  FUMC, 
Bonham,  TX  (903)  583-3314. 

Finance  agency's  leader 
doubts  value  of  'zero'  plan 


By  DANIEL  R.  GANGLER 

Associate  Editor 

INDIANAPOLIS— Newly 
elected  general  finance  agency 
president  Bishop  Edwin  C.  Boul¬ 
ton  says  he  is  not  enthusiastic 
about  a  proposed  1997-2000 
United  Methodist  general  church 
budget  with  no  increases  the  first 
two  years. 

“I  believe  the  church  has  an 
infinite  measure  of  unrecognized 
resources  and  finite  vision,” 
added  the  episcopal  leader  of  the 
church’s  East  Ohio  Area. 

He  said  he  is  skeptical  that  the 
no-increase  approach  will  in¬ 
crease  the  percentage  of  giving  to 
the  general  church. 

“That  strategy  has  seldom 
worked,"  he  said.  “The  church  is 
taking  a  rear  guard  action.” 


Bishop  Boulton  said  that  “the 
expectation  that  a  bishop  and  a 
district  superintendent  have  will 
make  all  the  difference  in  the 
world”  in  the  amount  of  money 
congregations  will  give  to  support 
the  wider  church. 

Bishop  Boulton  was  elected 
president  of  the  United  Methodist 
General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  during  the  coun¬ 
cil’s  Nov.  27-Dec.  1  meeting  in 
Indianapolis. 

Bishop  Boulton  had  been  vice 
president  and  became  interim 
president  after  Bishop  Forrest  C. 
Stith  of  White  Plains,  N.Y.,  went 
on  disability  leave.  Bishop  Stith 
subsequently  resigned  as  the 
council's  president. 

Bishop  Richard  C.  Looney 
(South  Georgia  Area)  was  elected 
vice  president  of  the  council. 


Christmas  Day 

(Lectionary  Year  A) 


■■And  the  Word  Psalm  98 

became  flesh  and  lived 

among  us. ..full  of  Isaiah  52:7-10 

grace  and  truth."  Hebrews  1:1-4 


John  1:14 


John  1:1-14 


Think  Mission! 
Act  Mission! 

Be  in  Mission! 


QJei!  I  want  to  support  my  church  in  mission,  see  my 
'  mission  dollars  at  work,  read  mission  stories,  do  mission 
studies,  and  participate  in  mission  education.  Sign  me  up 
for  New  World  Outlook! 

_ 1  year  (6  issues)  $12.00  _ 2  years  (12  issues)  $20.00 


New 

World 

Outlook 


Address - 

City/State/Zip 

f  ]  Check  or  money 
Service  Center.  782C 


[  1  Enclosed  gift  card!  ]  BQ1  me  later.  Send  to.  Magazine  Circulation, 
Caller  No.  1800,  Cincinnati.  OH  45222-1800.  (1-800-305-9857) 


We  Are 
All  God's 
Children. 

Dr.  Martin  Luther  King,  Jr.  once  dreamed 
of  a  better  world  where  children  would 
"not  be  judged  by  the  color  of  their  skin 
but  by  the  content  of  their  character." 

Celebrate  the  Human  Relations  Day  Special  Sunday  offering 
at  your  church.  Share  in  the  support  of  programs  that  are 
working  to  build  a  better  world  —  for  all  God's  children. 

Jan.  14, 19%,  or  any  Sunday  convenient  for  your  church. 


To  order  materials,  call 

(615)  742-5110 

FAX  (615)  742-5460 
United  Methodist 
Communications  -  Order  Dept., 
P.O.Box  320,  Nashville  TN  37202 
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Two  Alexandria  district  churches  con¬ 
tinue  intergenerational  Sunday  school 


200o 

n. 

r”""‘  to  the  V‘"A 

Centenun  College,  January  8.  I9S8 
Hillard  I'nivcrMiiy.  Jununri  20.  1998 
9  am  -  I  pm 


Sunday  School  requires  a  lot 
of  work  and  dedication.  Smaller 
churches  often  don’t  have  an 
active  Sunday  school  since  most 
people  perceive  Sunday  School 
as  a  program  which  is  divided 
by  age  groups.  Often  there  aren’t 
enough  children  to  justify  hav¬ 
ing  a  traditional  Sunday  school. 

Several  years  ago  Bayou 
Chicot  UMC  and  Lecompte 
UMC  attended  the  VISION 
2000  Nurturing  workshop.  They 
were  encouraged  to  attend  by 
their  pastor  Rev.  Jim  Jones. 
Jones  was  a  consultant  for 
VISION  2000  and  a  certified  lab 
instructor  for  intergenerational 
ministry. 

The  churches  began  their 
commitment  to  nurturing  disci¬ 
ples  by  starting  up  Bible  studies 
and  Methodist  studies.  Since 
there  was  no  active  Sunday 
School  program  in  either  church 
it  was  important  to  start  with 
studies  which  required  smaller 


commitments. 

One  of  the  other  obstacles 
was  finding  the  time  on  a  three 
point  charge  for  the  Pastor  and 
members  to  be  able  to  get 
together  for  Sunday  school. 
Bayou  Chicot  UMC  adapted  by 
holding  their  Sunday  school  on 
Wednesday  evenings. 

Rev.  Jones  suggested  the  One 
Room  Sunday  School.  This  pro¬ 
gram  material  is  available 
through  Cokesbury  and  is  geared 
for  all  ages. 

"The  hardest  thing  to  over¬ 
come  in  many  churches  is  resis¬ 
tance  to  things  that  they  feel 
aren’t  possible  or  haven’t 
worked,”  said  Jones.  “It  takes 
one  good  experience  to  break  it 
down.”  Jones  made  sure  that  he 
prepared  well  for  the  first  class¬ 
es.  A  special  effort  was  made  to 
invite  everyone. 

After  the  first  couple  of  class¬ 
es  the  churches  realized  the  ben¬ 
efit  and  blessing  of  this  One 
Room  Sunday  School.  Two  of 
the  churches  on  the  charge  had 
attendance  of  12  to  15  members 
at  the  beginning  of  this  program. 
Attendance  rose  to  25  to  30  peo¬ 
ple  in  each  of  these  churches  fol¬ 
lowing  the  institution  of  the 
Sunday  School. 

The  cost  of  a  One  Room 
Sunday  School  is  less  than  most 
educational  materials.  The  lead¬ 
ers  book  is  approximately  $45 


Nurturing  Through  Christian 
Education 


This  year  the  VISION  2000 
Nurturing  workshop  will  feature 
Dr.  Jack  Seymour  and  Dr. 
Margaret  A.  Crain,  noted  for 
their  book,  Educating 
Christians. 

Dr.  Seymour  is  a  professor  of 
Christian  education  and  Director 
of  the  Ph.D.  program  at  Garrett- 
Evangelical  Theological 
Seminary  at  Evanston,  Illinois. 
Dr.  Crain  is  a  Diaconal  Minister 
of  Education  at  Peachtree  Road 
UMC  in  Atlanta,  Georgia.  They 
have  led  numerous  workshops 


including  VISION  2000  events 
in  North  Georgia  Annual 
Conference. 

Seymour  and  Crain  will  help 
each  Nurturing  congregation 
discover  how  to  effectively  nur¬ 
ture  Christians  from  different 
generations.  They  will  cover 
information  for  Baby  Boomers, 
the  Silent  Generation  and 
Generation  X. 

Come  to  VISION  2000  and 
discover  new  ideas  for  nurturing 
disciples. 


CONFERENCE  PROGRAM  CALENDAR 

JANUARY.  1996 

6  Vision  2000  at  Centenary  College 

8-1 1  District  Audits  of  Local  Churches 

1 0  Deadline  for  Receiving  1 995  Apportionment  Remittances  in  the 
Conference  Treasurer's  Office 

10-14  "Forum  ’96"  sponsored  by  General  Board  of  Discipleship  for 
Adult  Workers  with  Youth 

12- 14  "Louisiana  Happening"  #7 

14  Human  Relations  Day 

15- 19  Perkins  School  of  Youth  Ministry,  SMU,  Dallas,  TX, 

Mon.  5:00  p.m.  -  Friday  12:00  noon 

16- 17  Cabinet  Meeting 

17- 18  Cabinet  and  Planning  and  Research  Joint  Meeting 

19-21  Lagniappe  Country  Walk  to  Emmaus,  Men's  Walk  #1  - 

Broadmoor  UMC,  B.R. 

20  Vision  2000  at  Dillard  University. 

25- 26  Convocation  of  Boards 

26  Conference  Council  on  Ministries,  First  Church,  Baton  Rouge, 
3:00  p.m. 

26- 27  CCYM  Meeting,  Baton  Rouge 

27  Conference  Youth  Serving  Ministries,  First  Church,  Alexandria 
10:00  a.m. 

28  United  Methodist  Women's  Sunday 

FEBRUARY.  1996 

2-4  Lagniappe  Country  Walk  to  Emmaus,  Women's  Walk  #1  - 
Broadmoor  UMC,  B.R. 

2-4  Senior  High  Retreat,  9th-1 2th  Grade,  Tall  Timbers 
5-7  Ministers' Week  at  S. M.U. 

5-8  South  Central  Jurisdictional  Camp  Meeting,  Canyon  Camp, 

Oklahoma 

10  Enhancing  Music  Ministry  in  Your  Church,  First  UMC, 
Alexandria,  10:00  a.m. -3:00  p.m. 

13- 14  Cabinet  Meeting 

15  Conference  Council  on  Ministries  Budget  Review  Meeting 
16-18  National  Association  of  Annual  Conference  Lay  Leaders, 

Nashville,  TN 

21  Ash  Wednesday 

23-25  Mission  Saturation  Event,  Monroe,  Ruston,  and  Shreveport 

Districts. 

25  Conference  Center  Sunday 


Bayou  Chicot  UMC  holds  their  Sunday  School  on  Wednesday 
evenings.  They  enjoy  a  learning  and  discovering  with  each  other  in 
their  intergenerational  class. 


for  three  months.  All  handouts 
are  copied.  The  material  is 
based  on  a  6th  grade  level,  but 
can  be  adapted  up  and  down  as 
needed. 

The  churches  discovered 
the  benefits  of  intergenerational 
learning.  The  adults  enjoyed 
having  more  factual  information 
in  their  lessons.  They  also 
enjoyed  the  fresh  point  of  view 
which  is  provided  by  the  chil¬ 
dren.  Jones  challenges  all 
churches  to  offer  this  one  room 
Sunday  school  program, 
cites  the  benefits  of  getting  the 
generations  together  and  dis¬ 
pelling  the  myth  that  only  age 
level  Sunday  school  is  appropri¬ 


ate. 

Rev.  John  Deschner  was 
appointed  to  this  charge  in  June 
1995.  The  Bayou  Chicot  and 
Lecompte  Sunday  Schools  con¬ 
tinue  to  meet  and  grow.  This 
past  year  Lecompte  expanded 
their  Sunday  school  by  offering 
a  separate  adult  class.  For  more 
information  on  this  or  other 
ideas  on  how  to  add  interest  and 
variety  to  Sunday  school  attend 
VISION  2000. 


He 


Adults  and  children  participate  in  a  project  in  the  One  Room 
Sunday  School  at  Lecompte  UMC. 


Uniform  telephone 
ordering  system  to  be 
tested  in  January 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

A  long-desired  single  tele¬ 
phone  number  for  United 
Methodist  churches  and  annual 
conferences  to  order  current 
resources  from  agencies  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  will 
be  tested  in  January. 

The  test  is  a  response  to  a 
1992  General  Conference  rec¬ 
ommendation  that  a  central 
ordering  system  for  church 
resources  be  developed  using 
telecommunications  technology. 

The  General  conference 
action  called  for  a  system  to  be 
planned  and  implemented  by  the 
churchwide  General  Councils  on 
Ministries  and  Finance  and 
Administration,  and  the  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House 
with  cooperation  from  the 
denomination's  program  agen¬ 
cies. 

Churches  and  annual  confer¬ 
ences  can  participate  in  the 
January  test  by  calling 
(800)672-1789  to  order  current 
United  Methodist  resources. 
When  ordering,  mention  promo¬ 


tion  code  “ZD6.” 

To  prepare  for  the  test,  each 
churchwide  agency  has  provided 
the  Publishing  House  informa¬ 
tion  about  its  materials  available 
“for  purchase”  and  free.  The 
United  Methodist  Publishing 
House  will  provide  materials  it 
carries  in  its  regular  portfolio. 

For  items  not  available 
through  Cokesbury,  the 
Publishing  House  will  fax  the 
orders  to  the  appropriate  agency. 
That  agency  will  be  responsible 
for  sending  the  ordered  materi¬ 
als. 

Each  churchwide  agency  will 
monitor  the  orders  it  fills  and 
report  to  the  Publishing  House 
and  the  councils  in  February. 


CENTRAL  ORDER  NUMBER 

1(800)672-1789 
mention  promotion  code 
ZD6 

to  be  used 

in  January  1996  only. 
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Now  That  the  mad  rush  is  over, 

O  center  of  stillness  and  peace: 

Now  that  the  needles  are  falling  from  the  tree. 
We  thank  you  that  you  are  still  God-with-us. 

As  we  face  the  year  ahead, 
help  up  to  accept  the  difficult  parts  of  our  lives; 
help  us  to  make  the  changes  we  must  make; 
bring  us  to  new  places  of  open¬ 
ness  and  love  toward  you 
and  the  people  around  us; 
help  us  to  overcome  the  fears 
which  keep  us  from  fullness  of 
life. 

As  we  face  the  year  ahead, 
we  thank  you  for  one  another 
and  for  your  grace  in  Jesus 
Christ. 

Help  us  as  individuals,  congre¬ 
gations  and  an  annual  confer¬ 
ence 

to  be  signs  of  your  compassion, 
hope,  joy  and  unity 
in  this  world  you  love 
in  Jesus  our  Christ.  Amen 


by  Ruth  C.  Duck 
adapted  from  Flatties  of  tile  Spirit 


Apportionment 
Posters  available 

Posters, like  the  example  on 
the  left,  are  available  through 
the  district  offices  for  all 
churches  who  wish  to  give  their 
members  more  information  on 
Conference  Apportionments. 
Three  posters  are  currently 
available.  These  posters  kick¬ 
off  a  year-long  campaign  to  pro¬ 
vide  more  information  on 
apportionments  to  churches. 
Each  month  a  new  poster  will 
be  available. 

Churches  are  invited  to  use 
this  material  and  encouraged  to 
speak  about  these  United 
Methodist  causes  whenever  pos¬ 
sible. 


1996  Louisiana  Conference 


Budget 


Outreach 

World  Services 

$  896,087 

Conference  Benevolences 

491,600 

Ministerial  Education 

381,480 

Centenary  College 

680,000 

Dillard  University 

78.500 

Black  College  Fund 

155,604 

Wesley  Foundations 

629,000 

Africa  University 

40,000 

Mission  Initiatives  & 

Other  Benevolences 

64,500 

Ecumenical  Ministries 

56,500 

Sub-total  Outreach 

Ministerial  Support 

Ministerial  Services 

Episcopal  &  District 

$1,032,500 

Pastoral  Care  Fund 

45,300 

Pastors’  Equitable  Compensation, 

Pension  &  Disability  Benefits  924,000 
Sub-total  Ministerial  Support 
Administrative  Expense 
General  &  Jurisdictional  $  99,000 

Conference  720,000 

Sub-total  Administrative  Expense 
Total  1996  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
Budget 


$3,473,271 

$2,001,800 

$  819.000 

$6.294.071 


Kwanzaa  Feast 
Celebrated 

A  feast  to  celebrate  Kwanzaa 
was  held  on  December  13,  1995  by 
Evangeline  UMC,  Baton  Rouge. 

Kwanzaa  is  an  African 
American  holiday  celebrated  from 
December  26th  through  January 
1st.  The  word  Kwanzaa  means 
first  fruits  and  harvest.  It  cele¬ 
brates  the  unity  of  the  family,  com¬ 
munity  and  the  nation.  Handmade 
and  educational  gifts  are 
exchanged. 

For  more  information  on  how 
your  church  can  celebrate  Kwanzaa 
contact  CeeCee  Ross  at  Evangeline 
UMC.  Baton  Rouge. 


Meeting  on  Diaconal 
Ministry  Scheduled 

A  meeting  designed  to  help 
local  churches  understand  the 
role  and  importance  of  Diaconal 
Ministers  is  scheduled  to  be 
held  at  Neely  UMC  on  January 
13,  1996  from  9  am  until  12 
noon. 

Pastors,  Lay  Leaders,  P.P.R. 
Chairpersons.  Diaconal 
Ministers  and  candidates  for  the 
Diaconal  Ministry  are  encour¬ 
aged  to  attend. 

Mr.  Joaquin  Garcia  from  the 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry  will  lead  the  sessions. 
For  more  information  call 
(504)344-2050. 
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God's  grace  restored  light  to  1995's  darkness 


Reflecting  upon  1995,  we 
remember  major  news  events 
when  the  light  vanished. 

We  believe  that  God  restored 
the  light  through  gracious  acts  by 
people  of  faith. 

On  April  19  in  the  bright  morn¬ 
ing  sun,  the  lights  went  out  in  the 
lives  of  168  people  in  the  sense- 
less  bombing  of  the  Alfred  P.  Mur- 
rah  Federal  Building  in  Oklahoma 
City.  The  explosion  that  blew  up 
a  building  also  blew  apart  the 
■  lives  of  thousands. 

Nothing  seemed  to  grip  Amer¬ 
ica's  soul  more  this  year  than  the 
meaningless  deaths  of  children 
buried  alive  in  that  mass  of  rub¬ 
ble.  Their  lives  have  been  remem¬ 
bered  in  countless  candlelight 
vigils. 

The  dark  night  of  the  Okla¬ 
homa  City  bombing  will  long  be 
remembered,  but  so  will  the  light 
;  that  followed. 

Another  mind-numbing  event 
was  the  months-long  murder  trial 
of  sports  celebrity  O.J.  Simpson 
on  accusations  of  murdering  his 
ex-wife  Nicole  Brown  Simpson 
and  her  friend  Ronald  Goldman. 

Mr.  Simpson  was  acquitted, 
but  the  trial's  omnipresence  in  the 
media  revealed  misbehaviors  of 
the  soul  including  domestic  vio¬ 
lence,  blatant  racism,  sexism, 
alcohol  and  drug  abuse. 

Other  moments  when  light 
vanished  included: 

■  The  Kobe,  Japan,  earthquake 
which  killed  5,000; 

■  War  in  Bosnia: 

■  Rwandan  refugees; 

■  Weather  disasters — a  series 
of  hurricanes  in  the  Caribbean; 
floods  along  the  Mississippi;  tor¬ 
nadoes  in  Illinois,  Missouri  and 
Tennessee  and 

■  The  assassination  of  Israel's 
Prime  Minister  Yitzhak  Rabin. 

How  do  we  understand  these 
moments  when  God  seems  to  be 
absent?  How  can  we  replace  our 
cries  of  loss  and  grief  with  prayers 
of  faith  and  hope? 

Scriptures  teach  us  that  the 
absence  of  light  is  nothing  more 


Editorial 


than  the  beginning  of  creation.  As 
it  was  in  Genesis,  when  the  void 
awaited  God's  word  of  creation, 
so  it  is  in  the  stillness  of  life’s  win¬ 
ter  nights  that  we  experience  the 
coming  of  our  Lord. 

Remember  the  words  of  the 
psalmist  written  to  God:  “If  I  say, 
'Let  only  darkness  cover  me,  and 
the  light  about  me  be  night,’  even 
the  darkness  is  not  dark  to  you,  the 
night  is  bright  as  the  day,  for  dark¬ 
ness  is  as  light  with  you”  (Psalm 
139:11-12). 

Of  all  this  year's  events,  per¬ 
haps  the  Oklahoma  City  bombing 
best  exemplifies  the  psalmist’s 
understanding.  In  that  disaster  and 
its  aftermath  we  witnessed  more 
than  900  rescue  workers  strug¬ 
gling  day-in-and-day-out  to  pull 
life  into  the  light.  Countless  vol¬ 
unteers,  many  of  them  pastors  and 
church  members,  reached  out  to 
the  survivors,  the  victims'  fami¬ 
lies,  the  rescuers  and  all  touched 
by  the  tragedy. 

Even  the  tragic  death  of  Prime 
Minister  Rabin  brought  its  own 
melancholy  glow  as  an  array  of 
world  leaders  met  at  the  foot  of 
Rabin’s  grave  in  Israel,  pledging 
themselves  to  renew  their  efforts 
at  peace  in  the  Middle  East. 

We  close  this  year  with  Ameri¬ 
can  troops  joining  troops  from 
other  NATO  nations  to  bring  the 
light  of  peace  to  Bosnia. 

As  people  of  faith  we  are  chal¬ 
lenged  to  seek  the  light,  knowing 
that  God  comes  to  us  and  is  real¬ 
ized  through  us  to  enlighten  the 
lives  of  all  who  dwell  in  darkness. 

“Break  forth,  O  beauteous 
heavenly  light,  and  usher  in  the 
morning,"  declares  the  Christmas 
carol.  “This  night  of  wonder, 
night  of  joy,  was  bom  the  Christ, 
our  brother;  He  comes,  not  mighty 
to  destroy,  to  bid  us  love  each 
other.” 


RELIGION  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTOS 

Signs  of  hope  amid  the  sor¬ 
row— a  Christmas  tree  in 
Sarajevo  (above)  and  women 
praying  in  the  Kobe  earth¬ 
quake  aftermath  (below). 


PHOTO  BY  JIMVENEMAN 

A  shattered  stained  glass  window  of  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Oklahoma  City— heav¬ 
ily  damaged  by  the  bombing  of  the  A.P.  Murrah  Federal  Building  across  the  street— still  glows 
with  the  light  that  streams  in  through  its  shards. 


You're  right— the  UMC's 
leaders  must  heed  the  laity 


Thank  you  for  your  editorial  in 
the  Dec.  8  issue  of  the  Reporter, 
“Leaders  heed  what  they  heard.” 

Of  paramount  importance  is 
the  need  for  The  United 
Methodist  Church’s  leadership 
and  general  boards  and  agencies 
to  listen  to  the  needs  of  the  laity, 
those  people  in  the  pews  whose 
tithes  pay  their  salaries. 

To  the  bishops  who  feared 
“that  the  no-increase  budget  will 
send  a  permissive  signal  to  con¬ 
gregations  to  continue  to  give 
only  80-90  percent  of  their  oblig¬ 
ations,”  I  would  remind  them, 
“The  money  does  not  belong  to 
you!  It  is  given  to  you  for  the 
doing  of  God’s  work.  The  burden 
is  on  you  to  show  that  you  use  it 
wisely.  If  you  do  not,  then  the 
laity  have  the  right  to  give  it 
through  channels  outside  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church  that 
make  more  efficient  use  of  it!” 

Our  church's  leaders  need  to 
understand  that  they  are  to 
serve,  not  dominate,  the  people 
who  sit  in  the  pews. 

Allen  O.  Morris 

Fayetteville,  North  Carolina 


Letters 
to  the  Editor 


A  second  blessing 

Using  an  expression  once 
common  to  some  followers  of 
John  Wesley,  I  want  to  thank  you 
for  a  “second  blessing.” 

First,  I  was  moved  by  the  edi¬ 
torial  describing  the  new  UMR 
Center  as  “sacred  space  .  .  .  not 
our  center  nor  your  center  but 
God’s  center." 

Then  came  the  editorial  offer¬ 
ing  the  new  communications  cen¬ 
ter  as  a  neutral  venue  for  conflict 
resolution,  where  members  of  the 
church  with  differing  views  may 
“come  . . .  and  reason  together." 
That  certainly  is  fulfilling  a  high 
“calling  as  Christian  communica¬ 
tors.”  Thank  you  for  that  “second 
blessing.” 

I  look  forward  to  every  issue. 

Clark  Robb 
Salem,  Oregon 


Intercessory  prayer  is  the  only  way  to  true  peace 


Pontius'  Puddle 


By  PAULINE  MOORE  WATKINS 

I  saw  a  news  segment  on  TV 
where  Bosnian  soldiers  were 
interviewed  by  an  American. 
When  asked  if  they  thought  NATO 
troops  could  bring  peace  between 
the  warring  factions,  a  Bosnian 
man  replied,  “Yes,  but  we  will 
never  forgive  and  never  forget!” 

People  can  long  for  peace,  but 
there  can  be  no  peace  without  for¬ 
giveness.  The  forces  that  bring 
peace  are  prayer  warriors,  mis¬ 
sionaries  and  Christians  who  live, 
give  and  embody  the  love  of  God. 

Many  United  Methodist 
churches  fail  to  have  a  strong 
prayer  ministry.  But  worldwide 
there  is  an  army  of  intercessors 
whom  God  has  called  to  stand  in 
the  Name  of  Jesus  against  all  the 
lies  of  the  devil. 

The  Bible  tells  us  clearly  how 
to  “fight  for  peace.”  It  says  we  are 
to  pray  for  one  another,  pray  for 
those  in  authority,  love  one  anoth¬ 
er,  do  not  render  evil  for  evil,  for¬ 
give  those  who  spitefully  use  you 
and  pray  for  them. 

We  are  also  told  to  pray  for  the 
peace  of  Jerusalem  . . .  pray  “Thy 
Kingdom  come.  Thy  will  be  done 
on  earth  as  it  is  in  Heaven.”  (That 
covers  a  lot  of  territory,  including 

By  JOEL  KAUFFMANN 


OOR  CMORCtl  SHOULD  So  OUT  INTO  THE  STREETS 

amp  invite  in  the  Poor,  the .sick,  the 
malformed,  the  drug- addicts,  the 
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My  Witness 


Pauline  Moore  Watkins  is  a  member 
of  First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Valley  Center,  Kansas  (Kansas  West 
Annual  Conference). 

the  house  next  door.) 

I  would  especially  urge  Christ¬ 
ian  senior  adults  to  take  on  the 
ministry  of  intercession.  I  know 
seniors  who  are  “bored  to  death” 

. . .  literally  . . .  seeking  some  pur¬ 
pose  and  satisfaction  in  their 
retirement.  How  better  could  we 
serve  the  Lord,  even  from  a  bed 
of  pain,  than  by  becoming  “instru¬ 
ments  of  His  peace,”  as  St.  Fran- 


Please  recycle. 
We  do! 


Prayer  for 
the  new  year 

Eternal  Father,  let  this  be 
the  year 

Our  hearts  are  healed 
of  selfishness  and  fear. 
Open  the  eyes  of  those  who 
cannot  see 

The  brotherhood  of  all 
humanity. 

Open  our  ears,  that  we  may 
hear  the  truth. 

Quicken  again  the  flaming 
faith  of  youth. 

Almighty  God,  and  ever- 
loving  Lord, 

Our  hearts  are  sick  of  suffer¬ 
ing  and  sword, 

Of  children’s  faces  pitiful 
with  pain. 

Come  forth,  O  Christ,  and 
heal  us  once  again! 

Stretch  out  Thy  hand  and 
bid  the  tumult  cease. 

Move  through  the  earth  and 
give  us  of  Thy  peace. 

O  Gentle  Savior,  let  this  be 
the  year 

Thy  Kingdom  comes  and  we 
are  healed  of  fear! 

First  issued  in  1951  by  the 
Young  Women 's  Christian 
Association.  Submitted  by 
Pauline  Moore  Watkins  (see 
related  "My  Witness  "  column 
above). 


cis  prayed. 

The  violence  rampant  in  our 
world  today  must  be  replaced  by 
justice,  respect  for  law,  coopera¬ 
tion,  healing,  moral  commitment 
to  mutual  benefits  and  a  better 
understanding  of  the  Word  of 
God. 

But,  as  Paul  wrote,  “The  natur¬ 
al  man  receiveth  not  the  things  of 
the  Spirit  of  God:  for  they  are 
foolishness  unto  him:  neither  can 
he  know  them,  because  they  are 
spiritually  discerned.’’ 

This  is  where  our  prayers  can 
make  a  difference. 

Pray  for  the  children  of  the 
world.  Pray  for  those  who  are 
teaching  them.  Pray  for  parents 
everywhere,  not  just  for  your  own 
families. 


Pray  for  God's  Kingdom  to 
come  and  His  will  to  be  done  ...  not 
just  a  mumbled  prayer,  but  a 
heartfelt  cry  for  God  to  intercede. 
Pray  as  David  did,  under  all  cir¬ 
cumstances,  in  joy,  pain,  victory 
or  seeming  defeat. 

But  above  all  pray  for  those 
you  dislike,  distrust  or  even  hate. 
We  are  here  to  serve  in  the  Name 
of  Jesus  and  if  we  do  we  will  live 
to  see  victory  in  His  Name. 

"My  Witness  "  is  a  column  for  read¬ 
ers  to  share  their  experiences  of  Christ¬ 
ian  faith.  Submissions  should  be  a  maxi¬ 
mum  of  two  typed,  double-spaced  pages, 
accompanied  by  a  recent  photograph  and 
the  name  of  the  author  's  church.  Send  to 
"My  Witness"  UMR,  P.O.  Box  660276, 
Dallas  TX  75266-0275. 


Faith,  not  finances, 
matters  in  ministry 


By  STEVEN  C.  HEYDUCK 

Recent  opinions  published  in 
the  Reporter  have  approached  a 
concern  from  opposite  sides.  In 
doing  so,  they’ve  quite  unwitting¬ 
ly  demonstrated  the  same  symp¬ 
tom  of  an  illness  in  our  church. 

First,  Gary  Thurman  offered  a 
proposal  to  limit  clergy  compen¬ 
sation  to  90  percent  of  district 
superintendents’  salary.  Then 
Reed  Justus,  characterizing  this  as 
a  “dynamic  method  to  kill  initia¬ 
tive,”  implied  that  not  only  is  min¬ 
istry’s  reward  financial,  but  also 
that  hardly  any  pastors  are  paid 
well  at  all. 

What  these  two  opinions  illus¬ 
trate  yet  refuse  to  recognize  is  that 
the  problem  is,  money  is  the  prob¬ 
lem. 

For  some  time,  I  thought  that 
the  only  way  that  we  could  rid  our 
denomination  of  these  worldly, 
corrupt  financial  attitudes  was  by 
abolishing  the  full-time  profes¬ 
sional  clergy.  1  now  want  to  offer 
some  other  possible  solutions: 

1.  End  guaranteed  appoint¬ 
ment.  Too  often  we  find  that  min¬ 
isters  who  have  proven  them¬ 
selves  incompetent  are  bounced 
from  one  church  to  another,  doing 
untold  damage  to  the  congrega¬ 
tions.  In  terms  of  finances,  the 
competent  pastor  would  earn  a 
reasonable  living  wage  and 


Here  1  Stand 

Steven  C.  Heyduck  is  pastor  of  the 
Abbott  Charge  and  coordinator  of 
Hill  College  United  Campus  Min¬ 
istries  in  Waco,  Texas  (Texas  Annual 
Conference). 

incompetence  would  no  longer  be 
subsidized. 

2.  Impose  a  “luxury  tax”  on 
churches  that  insist  on  paying 
high  salaries.  Since  the  mission  of 
each  local  church  includes  reach¬ 
ing  beyond  its  own  area,  this  “tax" 
would  supplement  the  salaries  for 
churches  with  less  ability  to  pay. 
For  every  $1,000  that  a  salary  is 
over  twice  the  conference  average, 
the  church  must  contribute  $1 ,000 
toward  lower-paying  churches. 
This  ought  to  be  atxtve  and  beyond 
the  Equitable  Salary  apportion¬ 
ment  in  which  all  churches  share. 

Yes,  my  fellow  United 
Methodists,  the  problem  is  that 
money  is  the  problem.  We  have 
grown  too  comfortable  with  capi¬ 
talism  to  remember  that  the  church 
is  not  based  on  market  shares  or 
competition  or  supply  and  demand. 

We  must  collectively  repent  of 
worshipping  at  the  teller’s  altar.  We 
must  focus  our  eyes  upon  Jesus,  the 
author  and  finisher  of  our  faith, 
rather  than  upon  financial  reward. 
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From  news  and  staff  reports 

\ _ y 

LEADER  DIES:  Dame  Nita 
Barrow,  79,  the  governor-gen¬ 
eral  of  Barbados,  a  former 
president  of  the  World  Council 
of  Churches 
(1983-1991) 
and  one  of  the 
world’s  lead¬ 
ing  pioneers  in 
community 
health  care, 
died  Dec.  19  in 
Barbados.  A 
member  of  the  ....  „ 

Methodist  N,,a  Barrow 

Church  in  the  Caribbean  and  the 
Americas,  she  was  a  pioneer  in 
developing  the  concept  of  com¬ 
munity  health  care,  an  experi¬ 
ence  which  she  later  brought  to 
the  World  Health  Organization  as 
associate  director  (1971-1975) 
and  then  as  director  (1975-1981). 


BOSNIAN  SUPPORT:  U.S. 
Muslim,  Orthodox  and  Roman 
Catholic  leaders — representing 
the  three  dominant  faiths  in  the 
war-tom  former  Yugoslavia — 
recently  called  on  the  Ameri¬ 
can  people  to  support  Presi¬ 
dent  Clinton’s  decision  to  send 
troops  to  Bosnia.  "U.S.  leader¬ 
ship  has  helped  create  the  new 
prospects  for  peace,”  the  leaders 
said  in  a  statement.  “U.S.  partici¬ 
pation  is  necessary  for  the  peace 
process  to  move  forward.” 


MISSIONARIES  SENT: 
Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mis¬ 
sion  Board  trustees  recently 
commissioned  38  missionaries. 

Approximately  1 ,500  people  lis¬ 
tened  as  the  new  missionaries 
shared  testimonies  of  God’s  call 
to  missions. 


LEADERS  ARRESTED:  More 
than  50  self-described  “progres¬ 
sive”  evangelicals  and  other 
Christian  leaders  were  willingly 
arrested  earlier  this  month 
inside  the  U.S.  Capitol  in  Wash¬ 
ington  to  dramatize  what  they 
said  was  the  failure  of  federal  offi¬ 
cials  to  consider  the  needs  of  the 
poor  in  the  current  budget  debate. 

SUPPORT  ACCORD:  The 
Rev.  Richard  L.  Hamm,  general 
minister  and  president  of  the 
Christian  Church  (Disciples  of 
Christ)  and  the  Rev.  Paul  H. 
Sherry,  president  of  the  United 
Church  of  Christ,  urged  Con¬ 
gressional  leaders  in  a  Dec.  7 
letter  to  approve  and  support 
U.S.  participation  in  the  peace¬ 
keeping  force  under  NATO 
command.  The  pastoral  letter  to 
church  members  stated  that  the 
U.S.  has  a  moral  responsibility  to 
use  its  power  positively  toward 
the  achievement  of  peace  and 
urged  prayer  for  the  peacekeep¬ 
ers  and  their  families. 


MISSION  GROWTH:  Rapid 
growth  of  Southern  Baptists’ 
worldwide  missionary  force — 
now  at  4,139  in  some  130  coun¬ 
tries — has  created  a  need  for 
missionary  housing  and  auto¬ 
mobiles,  said  John  W.  White  III, 
assistant  vice  president  for  the 
mission  board's  overseas  opera¬ 
tions.  The  needs  are  reportedly 
severely  critical  in  Eastern 
Europe. 

ECUMENICAL  LEADER: 

Feliciano  Carino,  general  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  in  the  Philippines, 
has  been  chosen  by  a  unanimous 
vote  to  be  the  new  general  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  Christian  Confer¬ 
ence  of  Asia. 


PTA  releases  new  guide 
on  religion  in  schools 


By  JOAN  CONNELL 

Religion  News  Service 

ARLINGTON,  Va  — The  divi¬ 
sive  national  debate  over  religious 
expression  in  public  schools  has 
prompted  lawsuits,  school-board 
shouting  matches  and  two  recent 
proposals  in  Congress  to  amend 
the  U.S.  Constitution. 

Now  the  National  Parent 
Teacher  Association  has  stepped 
into  the  fray  with  a  nationwide 
effort  to  restore  civility  to  the 
debate.  The  6.7  million-member 
group  hopes  to  inform  parents  of 
their  children’s  religious  rights 
and  increase  their  involvement  in 
school  decisions  about  religion. 

The  PTA  will  distribute  a  new 
Parents  Guide  to  Religion  in  the 
Public  Schools  to  the  presidents  of 
30,000  local  PTA  groups,  PTA 
President  Joan  Dykstra  announced 
recently.  The  pamphlet  outlines 
what  religious  expression  is 
acceptable  at  school  and  offers 
suggestions  on  how  communities 
can  address  religious  conflicts  in 
schools. 

“Parents  must  accept  the 
responsibility  for  nurturing  their 
children’s  spirituality  and  for 
being  involved  in  the  decisions 
about  how  religious  issues  are 
handled  at  school,”  Ms.  Dykstra 

Religion  in  schools: 

Religion  News  Service 

Two  prop6sals  have  surfaced  in  Congress  to 
change  the  U.S.  Constitution  to  more  explicitly 
define  religious  liberties. 

But  for  many  parents,  teachers  and  administra¬ 
tors,  the  issues  are  unclear.  Earlier  this  year.  Presi¬ 
dent  Clinton  asked  Education  Secretary  Richard 
Riley  and  Attorney  General  Janet  Reno  to  clarify 
what  religious  activities  in  public  schools  are  pro¬ 
tected  by  the  Constitution. 

Here’s  a  summary  of  what  current  law  allows: 

Students  have  the  right  to  pray  individually  and 
in  groups  during  the  school  day.  However,  they  do 
not  have  the  right  to  have  a  captive  audience  listen, 
or  to  compel  other  students  to  participate, 

S Students  may  read  the  Bible  or  other  Scriptures, 
say  grace  before  meals,  and  pray  before  exams  to 
the  same  extent  they  may  engage  in  comparable  non- 
disruptive  activities. 

V' Students  may  discuss  religious  topics  with  their 
peers,  but  school  officials  should  intercede  if  stu¬ 
dent  speech  is  considered  harassment. 


mony,  according  to  Education 
Secretary  Richard  Riley,  who 
endorsed  the  PTA  guide. 

“Every  parent  should  know 
that  this  nation's  public  schools 
are  not  religion-free  zones,”  said 
Mr.  Riley. 

“Parents  need  to  know  that 
their  children’s  religious  values 
are  respected,  protected  and  val¬ 
ued  when  they  go  to  school  each 
day.” 

Mr.  Riley  said  the  reluctance  of 
administrators  and  teachers  to 
deal  with  religion  must  be 
addressed. 

“Many  think  that  no  religion  at 
all  is  the  only  acceptable  deci¬ 
sion,”  he  said.  “And  too  often,  the 
debate  on  school  prayer  has  been 
reduced  to  anecdotes  and  disin¬ 
formation.  But  we’re  beginning  to 
clear  the  confusion.” 

In  July,  President  Clinton 
asked  Mr.  Riley  and  Attorney 
General  Janet  Reno  to  issue 
guidelines  on  religious  activities 
current  law  allows  in  public 
school,  including  private  prayer, 
Bible  study  clubs  and  wearing 
religious  garb  (see  list  below) 

Mr.  Riley  asserted  that  a  recent 
survey  of  school  administrators 
indicated  that  the  guidelines  have 
clarified  many  disputes. 

What  the  law  allows 

School  officials  cannot  authorize  organized 
prayer  at  graduation  ceremonies  or  organize  reli¬ 
gious  baccalaureate  ceremonies. 

'f  Teachers  and  school  administrators  cannot 
solicit,  encourage  or  discourage  religious  activity 
while  in  their  roles  as  government  employees. 

S Public  schools  can  teach  about  religion,  but  not 
provide  religious  instruction.  For  instance,  courses 
dealing  with  the  history  of  religion,  comparative  reli¬ 
gion  and  the  Bible  as  literature  are  permitted. 

S Students  may  express  their  religious  beliefs  in 
homework,  artwork  and  other  assignments  when  the 
expression  relates  to  a  school  assignment. 

Students  have  the  right  to  distribute  religious 
literature  when  other  literature  unrelated  to  school 
activities  is  permitted  for  distribution. 

'S Students  may  wear  religious  messages  on  their 
clothing  if  they  are  allowed  to  wear  comparable  non¬ 
religious  messages. 

v  Student  religious  groups  have  the  same  access 
to  school  facilities  as  other  comparable  student 
groups. 


"Parents  must  accept 
the  responsibility  for 
nurturing  their 
children's  spirituality." 

—Joan  Dykstra 


said  at  a  press  conference  unveil¬ 
ing  the  guide. 

“The  emphasis  in  this  guide  is 
on  tolerance,  respect  and  individ¬ 
ual  freedom — the  basis  on  which 
decisions  about  school  programs 
must  be  made,”  Ms.  Dykstra  said. 
“Our  hope  is  that  parents  and 
teachers  will  use  the  guide  as  a 
starting  point  for  open  dialogue 
that  will  pave  the  way  for  greater 
understanding  of  all  faiths.” 

The  PTA  project  is  a  joint  ven¬ 
ture  with  the  Freedom  Forum 
First  Amendment  Center,  an 
advocacy  group  that  promotes 
awareness  of  constitutionally  pro¬ 
tected  freedoms.  It  is  the  latest  in 
a  series  of  initiatives  designed  to 
define  common  grounds — on  the 
part  of  teachers,  administrators 
and  parents — about  how  the  First 
Amendment  protects  religious 
expression. 

The  issue  of  religion  in  schools 
is  the  source  of  much  of  the  acri- 
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A  cathedral  made  of  ice 


IRKUTSK,  Russia— A  Chinese  worker,  one  of  dozens  invited  by  city  authorities,  creates  a 
model  of  an  Orthodox  cathedral  from  ice  in  the  central  Siberian  city  of  Irkutsk  Decem¬ 
ber  12.  Ice  castles  and  Orthodox  Christian  symbols  have  replaced  the  red  banners  of  the 
Soviet  era  as  street  decorations. 


Church  vaccinates  homeless 

LITTLE  ROCK— Registered  nurse  Lola  Fish  gives  free  flu 
shots  to  homeless  people.  The  money  for  vaccine  and  flu 


shots  was  raised  by  the  adult  Fellowship  Sunday  school 
class  of  the  Oak  Forest  United  Methodist  Church  as  a  class 
project. 


Spectacle,  scandal 
mark  religion  in  '95 


By  DAVID  E.  ANDERSON 

Religion  News  Service 

WASHINGTON— Spectacle 
and  scandal  dominated  the  major 
religion  stories  of  1995,  with 
Pope  John  Paul  II’s  Mass  in  Cen¬ 
tral  Park  marking  one  of  the 
year's  peaks  and  the  fraud-tinged 
bankruptcy  of  a  multimillion-dol- 
lar  charity  marking  a  low. 

The  world’s  most  visible  mes¬ 
senger  of  religious  values  was 
Pope  John  Paul  II.  In  his  Oct.  4-8 
visit  to  the  United  States,  John 
Paul  used  a  variety  of  backdrops 
to  summon  concern  for  the  human 
family,  especially  the  poor  and 
defenseless. 

Later  that  month  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  African-American 
men — estimates  varied  from 
800,000  to  1.2  million — gathered 
on  the  Mall  in  Washington  for  the 
Million  Man  March.  Initiated  by 
Nation  of  Islam  Minister  Louis 
Farrakhan,  the  demonstration 
called  on  black  men  to  assume 
more  family,  economic  and  polit¬ 
ical  responsibility. 

Scandal  shadowed 

Scandal  as  well  as  spectacle 
shadowed  the  world  of  religion  in 
1995.  In  May,  the  Episcopal 
Church  accused  former  treasurer 
Ellen  F.  Cooke  of  embezzling 
$2.2  million  in  a  case  still  being 
investigated  by  secular  authori¬ 
ties. 

In  mid-May  evangelical  Chris¬ 
tianity  was  rocked  by  the  collapse 
of  New  Era  Philanthropy,  a 
Philadelphia-based  charity.  Cred¬ 
itors  included  more  than  100  reli¬ 
gious  groups. 

In  November  United  Methodist 
Church  officials  accused  William 
Jones,  former  comptroller  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries,  of  embezzling  $400,000 
from  the  agency. 

Rights  conflict 

Money  was  not  the  only  contro¬ 
versy.  Longstanding  conflicts  over 
the  rights  of  women  and  homosex¬ 
uals  in  church  and  society  affect¬ 
ed  a  number  of  religious  bodies. 

At  the  United  Nations-spon- 
sored  Fourth  World  Conference 
on  Women  in  Beijing  in  Septem¬ 
ber,  religious  groups  played  key 
roles  on  both  sides  of  policy  dis¬ 
putes.  The  Vatican  sought  limits 


Nothing  so  vexed 
religion  as  the  tide  of 
religiously  linked 
violence  in  1995. 


on  contraception  and  abortion. 
The  World  Council  of  Churches 
sought  to  liberalize  laws  on 
women’s  roles  in  society. 

In  other  developments  the  Vat¬ 
ican  said  it  was  “infallible” 
church  teaching  that  women 
could  not  be  priests. 

In  the  Episcopal  Church,  dis¬ 
agreements  over  homosexuality 
laid  the  groundwork  for  one  of 
next  year's  top  religion  stories: 
The  heresy  trial  of  retired  Episco¬ 
pal  Bishop  Walter  Righter,  stem¬ 
ming  from  his  1 990  ordination  of 
Barry  Stopfel,  a  non-celibate  gay, 
as  a  deacon.  The  trial  has  been  set 
for  Feb.  27  in  Wilmington,  Del. 

Violence  linked  to  religion 

Nothing  so  vexed  religion  as 
the  tide  of  religiously  linked  vio¬ 
lence  in  1995.  At  the  beginning  of 
the  year,  many  were  wrestling 
with  the  December  1994  killings 
at  two  Massachusetts  abortion 
clinics. 

In  Japan,  Shoko  Asahara, 
leader  of  the  Aum  Shinri  Kyo 
sect,  was  arrested  in  May  and 
charged  in  connection  with  a 
nerve  gas  attack  on  the  Tokyo 
subway  system  that  killed  11  and 
injured  more  than  5,000. 

Domestic  terrorism  shocked 
the  United  States  with  the  April 
19  bombing  deaths  of  168  people 
at  a  federal  office  building  in 
Oklahoma  City.  The  investigation 
cast  a  spotlight  on  militias  and 
their  message  of  white  suprema¬ 
cy  and  anti-Semitism. 

Extremist  religious  rhetoric  by 
some  ultra-Orthodox  rabbis  in 
Israel  was  cited  as  partially 
responsible  for  the  assassination 
of  Israeli  Prime  Minister  Yitzhak 
Rabin.  Confessed  assassin  Yigal 
Amir,  angered  over  Rabin’s  peace 
efforts,  cited  religious  teachings 
to  justify  the  shooting. 

Even  as  a  measure  of  peace 
came  in  longstanding  trouble- 
spots  such  as  Northern  Ireland, 
Bosnia  and  the  Middle  East,  eth¬ 
nic  and  religious  violence  contin¬ 
ued  in  Rwanda,  Burundi  and  Sri 
Lanka. 


Israel  has  hopeful  ending  after  another  year  of  violence 


Rabin's  death,  paradoxically,  triggered  an 
outpouring  of  Israeli  and  international  support. 


By  ELAINE  RUTH  FLETCHER 

Religion  News  Service 

JERUSALEM — Religious  vio¬ 
lence,  both  Jewish  and  Arab,  con¬ 
tinued  to  mar  the  Israeli-Arab 
peace  process  throughout  1995, 
culminating  in  the  Nov.  4  assassi¬ 
nation  of  Israeli  Prime  Minister 
Yitzhak  Rabin  by  a  Jewish  fanatic. 

The  bloodletting  failed  to  stop 
Israel’s  staged  withdrawal  from 
the  West  Bank.  But  it  left  innu¬ 


merable  scars  on  the  Holy  Land 
and  its  people. 

The  year  was  punctuated  by  a 
series  of  bombings  of  Israeli 
buses  by  Islamic  fanatics  and  by 
a  revenge  attack,  presumably  by 
Israel,  on  Islamic  Jihad  leader 
Fathi  Shikaki.  Shikaki  was  killed 
in  Malta  by  assailants  in  October. 

Just  one  week  later  the  violence 
took  on  a  new  form  with  the  assas¬ 
sination  of  Rabin  by  Yigal  Amir, 
an  observant  Jew,  who  viewed  the 


attack  as  a  religious  death  sentence 
imposed  on  the  prime  minister  for 
his  peace  policies. 

Rabin's  death,  paradoxically, 
triggered  an  outpouring  of  Israeli 
and  international  support  for 
Rabin,  culminating  in  a  state  funer¬ 
al  in  Jerusalem  attended  by  an 


unprecedented  gathering  of  Arab. 
Christian  and  Jewish  leaders  from 
around  the  region  and  the  world. 

The  death  also  touched  off  an 
ideological  crisis  among  Israel's 
Orthodox  Jewish  community, 
which  was  blamed  for  nurturing 
the  extremist  nationalist  ideolo¬ 


gy  that  motivated  Amir. 

Just  weeks  after  the  assassina¬ 
tion,  Israel's  partial  West  Bank 
withdrawal  began  on  schedule. 
Israeli  troops  were  scheduled  to 
leave  the  West  Bank  town  of 
Bethlehem  Dec.  21  in  time  for 
Christmas  celebrations  to  be 
staged  for  the  first  time  ever 
under  Palestinian  auspices. 

Meanwhile,  1995  also  saw  a 
further  cementing  of  the  Israeli- 
Vatican  diplomatic  relationship 


that  was  established  in  1994. 

In  late  August  Jews,  Muslims 
and  Christians  held  an  unprece¬ 
dented  interfaith  conference  in 
Jerusalem,  convened  by  the 
Rome-based  Community  of 
Sant'  Egidio. 

The  conference  reflected  the 
Vatican’s  deepening  interest  in 
playing  the  role  of  mediator 
between  Israelis  and  Palestinians 
in  finding  a  solution  to  the  dis¬ 
puted  status  of  Jerusalem. 


God's  grace  restored  light  to 
some  dark  events  that  occurred 
in  1 995.  See  the  editorial  on 
Page  2. 


A  welcome  banner  for  visitors 
is  just  one  of  the  happy  events 
that  has  occurred  this  year  at  a 
special  church  in  Nashville.  See 
the  story  on  Page  4. 


This  artwork  was  created 
by  a  young  Liberian  artist 
helped  by  "Operation 
Classroom."  See  Page  4. 


Faith  at  work 
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Churches  'yoke'  for  ministry 


PHOTO  COURTESY  OF  JUDY  LOEHR 

NASHVILLE— Member  Vivian  Martz  (rear)  is  among  the  vol¬ 
unteers  who  tutor  youngsters  at  61st  Avenue  United 
Methodist  Church.  The  mission  chapel  has  "yoked"  with  First 
United  Methodist  Church  of  nearby  Franklin,  Tenn.,  to  con¬ 
tinue  its  special  ministry  among  the  poor  (see  story  at  left). 


Faith 

Connections 

s From  news  and  staff  reports  J 

NEW  POSITION:  AChoctaw 
and  elder  in  the  United 
Methodist  Oklahoma  Indian 
Missionary  Conference  has 
been  appointed  to  a  new  posi¬ 
tion  to  address  the  financial 
shortfall  the  conference  will  face 
by  the  year  200 1 .  The  Rev. 

David  Wilson  is  itinerating 
across  the  country  to  promote  the 
conference  as  one  of  four  “parish 
partner”  conferences  receiving 
support  from  the  church's  “sec¬ 
ond  mile”  Advance  to  help  nur¬ 
ture  vital  ministries  of  evange¬ 
lism,  church  growth  and  mission 
outreach. 

AFRICANS  TO  SING:  Twenty 
voices  from  the  37-member 
Africa  University  Choir  will 
make  their  international  debut 
at  the  United  Methodist  Gener¬ 
al  Conference  April  16-26  in 
Denver.  The  group  will  greet  the 
996  delegates  "as  people  who  are 
deeply  grateful  for  the  support 
given  to  Africa  University  by  the 
worldwide  church,"  said  Patrick 
Matsikenyiri,  the  choir’s  director. 

PAIR  MURDERED:  United 
Methodists  in  Oregon  recently 
conducted  memorial  services 
around  the  state  for  two  church 
members  found  murdered  Dec.  7. 
Bodies  of  Roxanne  Ellis,  53, 
and  Michelle  Abdill,  42 — both 
members  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Ashland — 
were  found  in  their  pickup 
truck.  The  two  had  been  domes¬ 
tic  partners  for  12  years  and 
owned  a  property  management 
service  together.  They  were 
active  in  fighting  anti-gay  rights 
legislation  and  belonged  to  gay 
and  AIDS  support  groups. 
According  to  the  medical  exam¬ 
iner,  both  women  were  shot 
twice  in  the  head,  execution- 
style.  There  were  no  signs  of  tor¬ 
ture  or  sexual  assault. 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

NASHVILLE — The  wiry, 
grizzled  old  man  walked  slowly 
to  where  the  Rev.  Judy  Loehr  was 
playing  the  piano  for  Saturday 
night  worship. 

"Sanford,  do  you  want  to  sing 
for  us?”  asked  the  pastor  known  to 
her  congregation  as  "Miss  Judy.” 

Sanford  mumbled  a  reply.  The 
pastor  took  his  hand  and  walked 
him  toward  the  dozen  or  so  wor¬ 
shipers  huddled  in  their  coats 
along  the  pews.  Achill  wind  from 
an  autumnal  cold  snap  whistled 
through  the  church's  open  door. 

“I'm  an  alcoholic,  y'know,” 
Sanford  began,  slightly  slurring 
his  words. 

“I've  been  cornin'  to  this 
church  maybe  six  or  eight  weeks. 
This  here  church,  it’s  been  good 
to  me. 

“My  wife  died  two  years  ago. 
I  drink.  I  won’t  lie  to  you.  But  I’m 
trying.” 

At  Miss  Judy's  suggestion,  the 
worshipers  encircled  the  55-year- 
old  indigent  man,  touching  him 
gently  as  they  prayed  aloud  for 
him. 

After  worship  and  communion 
were  over,  the  pastor  commented 
on  Sanford's  testimony  to  a  visitor. 

That's  61st  Avenue' 

“That’s  61st  Avenue,"  said  Ms. 
Loehr,  smiling  gently. 

“You  just  never  know  what’s 
going  to  happen.” 

A  combination  of  human  in¬ 
spiration  and  apparent  divine 
intervention  has  happened  to  the 
mission  church  in  one  of 
Nashville’s  poorest  neighbor¬ 
hoods  since  last  visited  by  the 
Reporter  in  1993. 

At  that  time,  61st  Avenue 
seemed  like  a  miracle. 

Sent  to  close  the  church,  Ms. 
Loehr  instead  sparked  a  renewal 
of  the  congregation  and  its  out¬ 
reach  to  the  community. 

Through  relentless  advocacy, 


Sent  to  close  the 
church,  Ms.  Loehr 
instead  sparked  a 
renewal  of  the 
congregation  and  its 
outreach  to  the 
community. 


she  made  other  congregations  in 
greater  Nashville  aware  of  the 
mission  congregation. 

She  emphasized  to  more  afflu¬ 
ent  United  Methodists  the  value 
of  61st  Avenue’s  ministry  in  its 
neighborhood,  frequently  home  to 
transients,  families  on  welfare  and 
recently  released  prison  inmates. 

Many  congregations  and 
church  groups  in  the  Nashville 
area  contributed  to  sustain  61st 
Avenue,  but  their  donations 
weren't  enough  to  keep  the  mis¬ 
sion  church  going. 

Proposing  a  'yoke' 

Last  year  Ms.  Loehr  devised  a 
proposal  to  “yoke”  61st  Avenue 
with  another  church.  The  propos¬ 
al  gained  leaders'  approval  in  the 
denomination's  Nashville  region, 
but  then  the  mission  church’s 
potential  partner  church  declined. 

61st  Avenue  seemed  marked 
for  extinction  after  all. 

Then  this  past  April  Ms.  Loehr 
traveled  to  Lake  Junaluska,  N.C., 
with  two  friends,  the  Rev.  Mike 
Waldrop  and  his  wife,  Becky. 

Mr.  Waldrop  is  associate  pastor 
of  First  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Franklin,  N.C.,  about  30  miles 
northwest  of  Nashville.  Mrs.  Wal¬ 
drop  works  with  Ms.  Loehr  at 
United  Methodist-related  Scarritt- 
Bennett  Center  in  Nashville. 

“We  were  going  to  Lake 
Junaluska  to  hear  a  soloist  being 
considered  for  a  jurisdictional 
worship  event,"  said  Ms.  Loehr. 

“On  the  way  down  in  the  car  1 
was  telling  Mike  and  Becky  about 
how  our  plan  for  yoking  with 


another  church  had  fallen 
through.  Without  missing  a  beat 
they  said,  ‘We'U  yoke  with  you.’” 

“We”  meant  the  Franklin 
church,  a  40-minute  drive  from 
61st  Avenue. 

“We’ve  always  been  a  mission- 
minded  church,”  Mr.  Waldrop 
told  the  Reporter. 

“Our  senior  pastor,  the  Rev. 
Robert  H.  Lewis  Jr.,  has  long  had 
a  heart  for  ministry  with  the  poor.” 

The  yoking  plan  was  approved 
in  June  by  Nashville  Area  Bishop 
Kenneth  L.  Carder  and  by  the 
church's  Tennessee  Annual  Con¬ 
ference. 

Ms.  Loehr  was  appointed  offi¬ 
cially  to  the  staff  of  the  Franklin 


church  but  assigned  as  part-time 
pastor  at  6 1  st  Avenue  and  as  direc¬ 
tor  of  spiritual  formation  and  wor¬ 
ship  at  Scarritt-Bennett. 

Mr.  Waldrop  emphasized  that 
the  “yoking”  of  the  two  congre¬ 
gations  is  still  developing  (see 
related  story  below).  The  relation¬ 
ship  will  be  evaluated  every  year, 
he  added. 

“The  important  thing  to  know  is 
that  it  can  be  done,”  he  asserted. 

“Larger  churches  should  be 
involved  with  smaller  churches. 
From  the  beginning  we  saw  our 
role  as  providing  resources  and 
person  power — a  core  group  that 
could  make  things  happen  at  the 
smaller  church.” 


UMC 
Upbeat 

They  drove  into  church  park¬ 
ing  lots,  signed  their  names  and 
drove  away,  having  posted  their 
opposition  to  the  expansion  of 
legalized  gambling  in  Pennsylva¬ 
nia. 

Dianne  M.  Berlin,  a  member  of 
Salem  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Manheim,  Pa.,  told  the 
Reporter  that  more  than  3,000  cit¬ 
izens  signed  petitions  in  early 
December  against  an  off-track 
betting  parlor  in  nearby  Lancast¬ 
er,  Pa. 

The  petition  drive  was  orga¬ 
nized  in  a  day  and  a  half  by  mem¬ 
bers  of  Pennsylvanians  Against 
Gambling  Expansion  (PAGE), 
said  Ms.  Berlin,  one  of  the  group's 
leaders. 

United  Methodist  congrega¬ 
tions  that  offered  their  parking 
lots  as  petition-signing  sites 
included  St.  Paul’s  UMC  in  Eliz¬ 
abethtown,  Lampeter  UMC  in 
Lampeter,  St.  John’s  UMC  in  Par¬ 
adise  and  Salem  UMC  in  Man¬ 
heim. 

Other  participating  churches 
included  Lutheran,  Evangelical 
Congregational,  Brethren  in  Christ 
and  Moravian  denominations. 

The  petitions  ask  Pennsylvania 
Gov.  Tom  Ridge  and  the  state  leg¬ 
islature  to  repeal  the  act  which 
legalizes  off-track  betting  parlors. 

PAGE  is  also  petitioning  the 
governor  to  reverse  a  recent  deci¬ 
sion  of  the  Pennsylvania  Horse 
Racing  Commission  which  has 
allowed  an  OTB  (Off-Track  Bet¬ 
ting)  parlor  to  open  in  a  Lancast¬ 
er  area  mall. 

Although  her  community’s 
efforts  to  halt  the  OTB  parlor’s 
opening  were  unsuccessful,  Mrs. 
Berlin  said  her  group  will  contin¬ 
ue  to  work  against  legalized  gam¬ 
bling  in  Pennsylvania. 

Send  your  good  news  about 
United  Methodists  to  " UMC 
Upbeat,"  P.O.  Box  66027S,  Dallas 
TX  75266-0275  or  fax  to  1-214- 
6 30-0079. 


Art  from  an  African  mission  school 

This  Christmas  card  cover  art  for  United  Methodist  mis¬ 
sion  Operation  Classroom  was  painted  by  Samuel 
YVeah,  a  young  adult  student  in  Liberia. 


Classified  j 

RATES:  $1.40  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per 
insertion,  $28.00  minimum  charge  for  up  to  20 
words.  Blind  ads  $21.00  plus  add  $11.20  for 
the  8  words  to  insert  our  contact  information. 
Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on  con¬ 
tract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  approved 
in  advance.  Products  and  services  go  through 
an  approval  process  We  schedule  two  weeks 
in  advance  of  an  issue  date 

DIRECTOR  OF  CONTEMPORARY  Christian 
Music  position  available.  Includes  youth 
choir,  and  Praise  Band  for  contemporary 
worship  service  Send  resume  to:  SPRC, 
Morrison  United  Methodist  Church,  1005  W. 
Main  Street.  Leesburg,  FL  34748  part-time 
position  in  a  2000  plus  membership  church. 
Salary  $12, 000-$15, 000.  j 

FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  in 
West  Plains,  MO  is  seeking  a  full-time  Youth 
Minister  for  a  growing,  Christ-centered 
youth  program.  Questions?  Ask  for  Tom  at 
(417)  256-6167.  Send  inquiries  and 
resumes  to:  Tom  Norton,  Staff-Parish 
Relations  Committee  Chairman,  do  Box 
169,  West  Plains,  MO  65775.  J 

DIRECTOR  OF  PROGRAM  AND  Christian 
Education:  First  United  Methodist  Church 
Dallas  seeking  qualified  person  to  work  with 
multiple  staff  in  the  area  of  administration, 
coordination,  and  evaluation  of  program  min¬ 
istries.  Send  resume  to:  Karen  Spencer, 
FUMC,  1928  Ross  Ave  ,  Dallas,  TX  75201 

CHURCH  BUSINESS  ADMINISTRATOR: 

Person  experienced  in  business  or  a  profes¬ 
sional  church  administrator  to  conduct  the 
business  affairs  for  large  downtown  church. 
Personnel  supervision.  Financial  oversight, 
administrative  responsibilities  Degree  in  busi¬ 
ness  or  finance:  familiarity  with  fund  account¬ 
ing.  Good  people  skills:  Christian  commit¬ 
ment,  United  Methodist  background.  Salary 
negotiable,  benefits  package.  Position 
description  available  upon  request.  Send 
application  and  resume  to:  Mr.  Bob  Oldham, 
First-Centenary  United  Methodist  Church. 
P.O.  Box  208,  Chattanooga,  TN  37401. 
Include  name  of  at  least  three  persons  for 
confidential  references  as  to  professional  and 
personal  qualifications. 

YOUTH/EDUCATION  DIRECTOR  NEEDED. 
Growing,  dynamic  church  in  a  college  com¬ 
munity.  Bachelor's  or  associate  degree  in  edu¬ 
cation;  Methodist  background  preferred. 
Qualities  desired  are  self-starter,  motivator, 
leader,  computer  skills  helpful.  Full-time  posi¬ 
tion.  $25,000  salary.  Send  resume  by 
February  1,  1996  to:  Grace  United  Methodist 
Church,  do  Youth/Education  Director 
Application,  3401  North  Trenton  Street, 
Ruston,  LA71?70.  Fax  (318)  255-2268.  j 

MUSIC  DIRECTOR/ORGANIST  for  large 
downtown  church.  Excellent  choral  directing 
skills.  Experience  with  adults,  youth,  chil¬ 
dren  and  handbells.  Strong  organ  skills. 
Salary  mid  to  upper  $20s.  Health  insurance. 
Position  begins  July  1,  1996.  Send  resume 
and  references  by  February  15  to:  Search 
Committee,  Central  United  Methodist 
Church,  215  N.  Capitol  Ave.,  Lansing,  Ml 
48933.  Fax  (517)  321-6015. 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR-  3500-MEMBER  church 
in  strong,  professional,  NE  suburb  of  Houston 
seeking  dynamic,  enthusiastic  individual  to 
lead  6th-12th  grade  groups  with  potential  of 
250+  participants  in  multi-faceted  program. 
Experience  required:  bachelor's  degree  pre¬ 
ferred.  Kingwood  United  Methodist  Church, 
1799  Woodland  Hills  Dr.,  Kingwood.  TX 
77339.  Fax  (713)  358-9261 

DO  YOU  WANT  TO  ADOPT  A  BABY? 
Methodist  Mission  Home,  San  Antonio.  Now 
accepting  applications.  Texas  and  New  Mexico 
residents  call  (210)  696-7021  for  information. 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR.  DESIGN/BUILD  NEW 
program  Salary/benefits  negotiable  depend¬ 
ing  on  education/experience  FUMC,  David 
Clark,  Box  287,  Hemphill,  TX  75948. 

NO  ACCOMPANIST?  SING  YOUR  favorite 
hymns  in  worship  or  at  home.  Instrumental 
accompaniment  for  90  best  known  hymns  on 
6-tape  cassette  sets.  Choose  piano  or  organ. 
Word  book  included,  but  can  be  used  with  your 
hymnal.  Makes  an  excellent  gift.  $38.95  plus 
shippinq.  1-800-728-0573. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH/RECREATION 
Pulaski  Heights  United  Methodist  Church, 

depending  on  education  and  experience  Send 
resumes  to:  Victor  H  Nixon,  P.O  Box  250768, 
Little  Rock,  AR  72225-0768 

WE  BUY  AND  SELL  CHURCH  VANS  and 
buses.  We  specialize  in  used  15  passenger 
vans.  Trinity  Transportation,  1-800-295-0390. 

Ministering  i 

NASHVILLE — Geographically,  61st 
Avenue  United  Methodist  Church  and  its 
“yoked”  partner.  First  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Franklin,  Tenn.,  are  about  30  miles 
apart. 

Their  partnership  demonstrates,  however, 
that  the  Holy  Spirit  cares  nothing  for  geogra¬ 
phy. 

Since  formalizing  their  relationship  this 
past  June  during  the  1995  session  of  the  Ten¬ 
nessee  Annual  Conference,  the  two  congrega¬ 
tions  have  linked  in  ways  that  emphasize  their 
respective  strengths. 

6 1st  Avenue  provides  a  location  for  min¬ 
istry  in  the  heart  of  one  of  Nashville’s  eco¬ 
nomically  poorest  neighborhoods. 

First  UMC-Franklin  provides  volunteers 
committed  to  ministry  with — not  “to” — peo¬ 
ple  on  the  economic  margins.  It  also  con¬ 
tributes  material  resources,  including  a  cash 
commitment  this  year  of  about  $3,000. 

The  two  congregations  also  share  staff. 

The  Rev.  Judy  Loehr,  who  has  been  part- 
time  pastor  of  61st  Avenue  for  the  past  three 
years,  leads  worship  with  communion  on  Sat¬ 
urday  nights.  Joining  her  are  the  Rev.  Robert 


'people  on 


PHOTO  COURTESY  OF  |UDY  LOEHR 

NASHVILLE— Youngsters  in  the  after¬ 
school  program  at  61st  Avenue  United 
Methodist  Church  prepare  a  welcoming 
banner  for  a  group  of  youth  volunteers. 

H.  Lewis  Jr.,  senior  pastor  of  First  UMC- 
Franklin  or  the  Rev.  Mike  Waldrop,  Franklin’s 
associate  pastor. 

“One  reason  we  hold  worship  on  Saturday 
nights,  frankly,  is  to  try  to  get  people  away 
from  drinking  and  drugs,”  Ms.  Loehr  told  the 
Reporter. 

Mr.  Waldrop  said  that  some  dozen  or  so 


the  margins' 

members  of  the  Franklin  congregation  have 
committed  themselves  to  worship  every  Sat¬ 
urday  at  61st  Avenue. 

On  Sunday  mornings  the  three  clergy  lead 
worship  at  First  UMC-Franklin.  Meanwhile 
volunteers  from  both  congregations  cook 
breakfast  and  teach  Sunday  school  at  61st 
Avenue. 

During  the  week,  volunteers  from  both 
churches  conduct  after-school  care  at  61st 
Avenue. 

In  addition  to  drawing  children  from  61st 
Avenue’s  immediate  neighborhood,  the  after¬ 
school  program  includes  youngsters  from  a 
predominantly  African-American  public 
housing  project  about  two  miles  away. 
They’re  transported  to  the  program  by  the 
Franklin  church’s  vans. 

The  African-American  children  have  added 
a  welcome  cultural  diversity,  Ms.  Loehr  said. 

Mr.  Waldrop  added:  “Being  involved  with 
61st  Avenue  keeps  us  constantly  aware  of  the 
needy  outside  our  own  community.  We  go  to 
61st  Avenue  and  get  a  much  different  perspec¬ 
tive  on  worship  and  spirituality." 

-CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


After  1 00  years,  segregation  ends 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

Two  of  the  oldest  neighbor¬ 
hood  congregations  in  Beaumont, 
Texas,  have  ended  100  years  of 
segregation  and  formed  the  first 
fully  integrated  United  Methodist 
church  in  the  church’s  Houston- 
based  Texas  Annual  Conference. 

McCabe  Roberts  Avenue  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  is  the  prod¬ 
uct  of  the  merging  of  predomi¬ 
nately  black 
McCabe  and  pre- 
d  o  m  i  n  a  t  e  1  y 
white  Roberts 
Avenue  United 
Methodist 
churches. 

The  new  con¬ 
gregation  held  a 
celebration  ser¬ 
vice  Dec.  17  with 
Houston  Area  — 

Bishop  J.  Wood- 

row  Hearn  leading  the  service. 

Before  the  merger,  both  con¬ 
gregations — located  1.1  miles 
apart — faced  similar  problems  of 
membership  loss  and  declining 
neighborhoods  in  South  Beau¬ 
mont. 

The  move  to  combine  the 
churches  began  last  June  with  the 
cross-cultural  appointment  of  the 
minister. 

According  to  the  Rev.  Elijah 
Stansell  Jr.,  pastor,  Roberts 


Avenue  dwindled  from  1,500  to 
194  members  and  McCabe  from 
400  to  294  during  the  past  20 
years. 

Katherine  Wigington,  70,  a 
longtime  member  of  Roberts 
Avenue,  told  the  Houston  Chron¬ 
icle,  “We  were  having  more 
funerals  than  christenings  and 
weddings.” 

In  an  attempt  to  determine  the 
best  ways  to 
move  toward  the 
year  2000  and 
beyond,  both 
churches  formed 
committees  to 
develop  a 
process.  While 
meeting,  the 
committees  real¬ 
ized  that  renew- 

_  al  was  needed  in 

their  churches. 
The  committees 
of  the  two  churches  met  together 
and  made  plans  to  merge — a 
move  that  excited  Beaumont  as 
well  as  the  United  Methodist  lead¬ 
ership. 

The  new  congregation  held  its 
first  worship  service  Dec.  3, 
attended  by  longtime  members  of 
both  churches. 

According  to  the  pastor,  some 
members  left  because  they  could 
not  accept  the  consolidation. 

The  former  Roberts  Avenue 


. . .  the  joining  of  a 
black  and  white 
congregation  is 
something  "we  do  not 
hear  of  too  often." 

—Barbara  Thompson 


building  will  house  the  combined 
congregation.  Its  sanctuary  has 
three  times  more  space  than  the 
McCabe  facility,  which  will  be 
used  by  a  battered  women’s  min¬ 
istry  and  other  programs. 

Mr.  Stansell  told  the  Chronicle 
that  the  congregation  will  make 
television  advertisements  show¬ 
ing  African-Americans  and  whites 
worshipping  together. 

The 
Connection 

Your  entire  congregation  and  ministry  community 
can  become  involved  in  the  life  of  the  whole 
United  Methodist  Church. 

This  Is  An  Opportunity  You  Need  To  Investigate  Now! 

Compare  Your  Costs  and  UMR  Investment  Today! 

Call  Us  Now! 

Kay  Fielder 

P.O.  Box  660275  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275 
(214)  630-6495  (800)  947-0207 

FAX:  (214)  630-0079 


Barbara  Ricks  Thompson, 
head  of  the  churchwide  Commis¬ 
sion  on  Religion  and  Race,  said 
the  joining  of  a  black  and  white 
congregation  is  something  “we  do 
not  hear  of  too  often.” 

The  merger  provides  an  excel¬ 
lent  opportunity  for  inclusiveness 
and  creative  ministries,  said  Ms. 
Thompson. 


